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1789 

Hunt,  William  D 

Hunter  Family  

1601 

628 

229 

2210 

Hunter,  Mrs.  Frances  W 

232 

2110 

Hunter,  Thomas  R 

231 

i860 

Hunter,  William,  LL.  D 

230 

821 

Hunter,  William  R 

232 

1789 

Huntoon  Family  

2146 

626 

Huntoon,  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.... 

2147 

2168 

Huntoon,  William  

2146 

1328 

2212 

Ide  Family  

2253 

822 

Ide,  Henry  S 

2254 

2006 

Ingraham.  Daniel  

2285 

1272 

Ingraham,  Daniel  B 

2285 

1272 

Ingraham  Family  

2283 

455 

Ingraham,  John  T 

2283 

455 

Ingraham,  Joshua  

2284 

2244 

Ingraham,  Miss  Katherine  A.., 

2285 

2245 

Ingraham,  Mrs.  Lydia  C 

764 

4.54 

Inman  Families  728, 

1648 

280 

Inman,  Monroe  S 

1648 

280 

Inman,  Oliver  A 

729 

276 

Inman,  Olney  T 

730 

280 

Inman,  William  A 

729 

279 

Irons  Families  1675, 

1784 

279 

Irons,  Samuel  A 

1676 

280 

Irons,  Stephen  C 

1784 

278 

Irons,  Thomas  

1784 

277 

Isham,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  0.... 

418 

280 

280 

Jackson,  Benjamin  A 

1361 

783 

Jackson,  Benjamin  Aborn  .... 
Jackson  Family  

1092 

244 

1090 

1461 

James  Family  

561 

James,  John  L 

1640 

2093 

James,  Mrs.  Sarah  E 

1641 

1461 

James,  William  G 

563 

1461 

Jay  Family 

703 

2093 

Jenckes,  Daniel  C 

2125 

849 

Jenck'es  (Jencks.  Jenks)  Fami- 

849 

lies.  ...  1464,  1721,  1915,  2023, 

2120 

849 

Jenckes,  John  

2125 

849 

Jenckes,  Mrs.  Mary  E 

1916 

1461 

Jenckes,  Rufus  

1915 

III 

Jencks  (Jenckes.  Jenks)  Families 

1240 

1464.  1721,  1915,  2023, 

2120 

1822 

Jencks,  George  F 

1723 

1641 

Jencks,  Henry  H 

1723 

1809 

Jencks,  Mrs.  Mary  C 

1724 

Jenks,  Alvin  

2122 

1820 

Jenks,  Alvin  F 

2122 

1820 

Jenks,  Charles  H 

2123 

1808 

Jenks  (Jenckes,  Jencks)  Fami- 

1467 

lies,  1464,  1721.  1915,  2023, 

Jenks,  Walter  K 

2120 

1841 
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1841 

Jewett,  Prof.  J.  Richard 

61I 

1842 

Jillson  Family  

1480 

1242 

Jillson,  Francello  G 

1481 

1243 

Jillson,  Ollys  A 

1482 

2311 

Johnson  Families 1158,  2296 

2310 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Mary  E 

Johnston,  Mrs.  Sarah  E 

954 

885 

2264 

886 

Jones,  Mrs.  Abbv  M 

2008 

434 

Jones,  Edward  D 
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Jones  Family  

Jones,  Orrin  E 

Jones,  Gov.  William  

Joslin,  Dr.  Benjamin 

Josljn,  Mrs.  Caroline  H 

Joslin  Family  

Joslin,'  Herbert  S 

Joslin.  William  E 

Jurgens,  Carl  

Kane,  Capt.  Henry  B 

Kaull,  Mrs.  Amanda  F 

Kaull  Families  710, 

Kaull,  James  T 

Kaull,  T.  Frederick  

Keach,  Mrs.  Ellen  M 

Keach  Family  

Keach,  Jason  A 

Kelley,  Mrs.  Lotta  P 

Kelly,  Prof.  Eben  A 

Kelly,  John  B 

Kennay,  Mrs.  Idella  A 

Kennedy,  John  
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Kent,  Alfred  J 
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Kenyon,  Albert  F 
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Kenyon,  Ambrose  G 
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Kenyon,  Mrs.  Harriet  F 

Kenyon,  Herbert  T 
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Kenyon,  James  S 

Kenyon,  Dr.  John  D 
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Kenyon,  John  S 

Kenyon,  John  T 

Kenyon,  Dr.  Joseph  D 

Kenyon,  Lyman  
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Kenyon,  Robert  A 
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Kenyon,  William  A 
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Kesson,  Mrs.  Mary  A 

Ketcham,  Mrs.  Hope  A 
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Kimball,  Charles  D 

Kimball,  Charles  E 

Kimball,  Emery  S 

Kimball  Families.  ..  .584,  1603, 
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King,  David,  M.  D 

King,  Dr.  David  (1774-1836). 


King  Families  

25,  344,  549,  1409,  172 

King,  George  G 

King,  George  G.  (1807-1871), 


Kinney,  Mrs.  Cynthia  J.  A. 


Knight,  De.xter  N 

Knight,  Edward  B..  M.  D 

Knight  Families  28,  1842 

Knight,  Henry  C 43 

Knight,  Henry  P 41 

Knight,  Jeremiah  31 

Knight,  John  C 39 

Knight,  Robert  (1826-) 32 

Knight,  Robert  (1782-1862)...  39 

Knight,  Robert  S 40 

Knight,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  H....  41 

Knight,  Stephen  A 35 

Knight,  Thomas  40 

Knight,  Walter  B 1663 

Knight,  William  4'r 

Knowles.  Charles  H 1416 

Knowles,  Daniel  S 1414 

Knowles,  Mrs.  Dorcas  E 535 

Knowles,  Edgar  T 536 

Knowles,  Edward  P 746 

Knowles,  Edwin  535 

Knowles,  Ellmer  F 997 

Knowles  Families  

356,  534.  746,  997,  1411,  2082 

Knowles,  Capt.  Herbert  M 1411 

Knowles,  Horace  B 997 

Knowles,  Horace  E 998 

Knowles.  John  P 356 

Knowles,  Joseph  B 747 

Knowles,  Miss  Mary  E 357 

Knowles,  Robert  R 384 
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Knowles,  Miss  Susan  E 1414 

Knowles,  William  H 1415 

I.ake,  Israel  F 343 
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Lanphear  Family  14.88 


550 

Lanphear,  Henry  C 

1489 

345 

Landers,  Albert  C 

527 

2272 
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527 

2271 

Langley  Family  

1132 

27 

Langley,  William  H 

11.32 

25 

Langworthy  Family  

428 

27 

Langworthy,  Robert  H 

431 

550 

Langworthy,  William  A 

431 

Langworthy,  William  P.,  M.  D. 

432 

2271 

Lapham,  Benedict  

lOI 

28 

Lapham,  Benjamin  N 

489 

26 

Lapham,  Enos  

102 

1729 

Lapham  Families  ....100,  461, 

489 

2273 

Lapham,  Myron  D 

491 

1734 

Lapham,  Oscar  

462 

251 

Lapham,  Simon  S 

490 

345 

Lapham,  Simon  S.,  Jr 

491 
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Larkin  Familv  

1896 

1729 

Larkin,  Frank  

1896 

1408 

Lamed,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  

933 

28 

Lamed  Family  

932 

550 

Lamed,  William  

932 

1957 

Latham  Family  

1237 

1957 

Latham,  Joseph  

1238 

1075 

Lawrence,  Alfjert  W 

1893 

1076 
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1039 

1691 

Lawton,  Beriah  H 

599 

1692 

Lawton,  Edward  N 

1039 

2060 
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1842 

399,  830,  10,38,  1100,  1347.  2103,  2232 

43 

Lawton,  Hon.  George  R 

1100 

30 

Lawton,  Mrs.  Mary  

1.548 

1930 

Lawton,  Mrs.  Sarah  B 

599 

38 

I^wton,  Theodore  E 

599 

42 

Lawton,  Thomas  S 

2105 

Lawton,  William  S 1346 

Learned  Families  932,  1946 

Learned,  Samuel  D 1946 

Leary,  Mrs.  Maria  J 1609 

Leclerc,  Rev.  Napoleon  1672 

Lee  Family  839 

Lee,  Frederick  P S60 

Le  Favour,  David  1049 

Le  Favour,  Edward  1030 

Le  Favour  Family  1049 

Le  Favour,  Gen.  Heber  1030 

Le  Favour,  John  E 1049 

Leslie,  Col.  John  R 347 

Lewis,  Daniel  176 

Lewis  Families  

175,  .394,  617,  2098.  2189 

Lewis,  Herbert  E • 178 

Lewis,  Ida  W.  Z 1211 

Lewis,  James  178 

Lewis,  James  M 477 

Lewis,  James  N.,  M.  D 176 

Lewis,  Hon.  John  N 179 

Lewis.  Judge  Nathan  B 178 

Lewis,  Nathan  K 394 

Lewis,  Ray  G 2099 

Lewis,  Sam  W 2189 

Lewis.  William  P 2098 

Lincoln  Family  2011 

Lincoln,  George  H 201  t 

Linton,  Andrew  2038 

Linton,  Mrs.  Mary  J 2038 

Linton,  Philip  1178 

H.ittlefield,  Gov.  Alfred  TI 267 

Littlefield,  Daniel  G 263 

Littlefield  Eben  N 269 

Littlefield,  Emerv  P 2294 

Littlefield  Families  ...117,  264,  2294 
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Littlefield,  Frederick 2293 

Littlefield,  George  L 266 

Littlefield,  Nathan  W 119 

Livingston  Family  702 

Lockwood,  Abraham 2002 

Lockwood  Families. . 1707,  2002,  2160 

Lockwood,  Jacob  A 2160 

Lockwood.  James  T 1707  ^ 

Logee  Family  2142 

Logee,  Warren  W 2142 

Longley,  Charles  E 423 

Longley  Family  423 

Louttit,  William  E 1920 

Lovell,  Enoch  W 1482 

Lovell,  Mrs.  Eunice  B 1482 

Luther,  Andrew  1248 

Luther  Families,  463,  1001,  1248- 1293 

Luther,  George  A 1449 

Luther.  Henry  C 1908 

Luther,  John  W 2137 

Luther,  Wheaton  H 2020 

Luther,  William  H 1293 

Luther,  Zadock  2020 

Lyon  Family  1332 
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McAdam,  Samuel  1064 

McAuslan  Family  1398 

McAuslan,  George  R 1399 

McAuslan,  John  1398 

McCabe,  Anthony  22^46 

McCormick,  Michael  A 1172 

McDuff,  Henry  C 1948 

McDuff.  Mrs.  Sarah  H 1948 

McGuinness,  Hon.  Edwin  D..  334 

McGuinness,  Mrs.  Ellen  T 335 

Mclnerney,  John  J 1293 

McIntosh,  Robert  1989 

McIntosh,  Mrs.  Sarah  A 1990 

McLean,  Duncan  1997 

McLeish,  James  C 1430 

McMahon,  Andrew  K 740 

McNally,  Thomas  H.,  M.  D..  1331 
McPherson.  Mrs.  Ebenezer  M..  283 
McVickar,  Rt.  Rev.  William  N.  164 
MacDougall,  Mrs.  Annie  E.  . . 1733 

MacLeod  Family  636 

MacLeod,  Angus  636 

MacManus,  Peter  B 896 

Macomber  Family  1350 

Macomber,  Isaac  B 1350 

Macrae,  Mrs.  Esther  S 1088 

Macrae,  Farquhar  1088 

Magee,  Mrs.  Emily  A 1633 

Magee,  William  H 1632 

Maine  Family  481 

Manchester,  Abraham  1448 

Manchester,  Miss  Anna  B....  1830 

Manchester,  Charles  H 2131 

Manchester  Families 

1448,  1396.  1662,  1849,  2.149 

Manchester,  Hon.  Franklin  P.  . 1396 

Manchester,  James  C 2131 

Manchester,  J.  Howard  2130 

Manchester,  John  E 1662 

Manchester,  Nathaniel 1830 

Manchester,  Philip  1449 

Manchester,  William  L 2131 

Mann.  Caleb,  S 2207 

Mann,  Edward  T 2208 

Mann,  Mrs.  Ellen  J 1637 

Mann  Family  2207 

Manton,  Daniel  J 1836 
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Manton  Family  1856 

Manton,  Mrs.  Patience  E 1858 

Manton,  Thomas  H 1858 

Manzer.  Guy  B.,  M.  D 1520 

Marsh,  Edward  P 928 

Marsh  Family  928 

Marsh,  Samuel  W 929 

Marshall,  John  2249 

Martin,  Hon.  Benjamin  1976 

Martin,  Col.  Benjamin  B 382 

Martin,  Edgar  W 1946 

Martin,  Ezra  M 1733 

Martin  Families  

144,  381,  390,  1732,  1976 

Martin,  Joseph  W 1734 

Martin,  William  R 391 

Mason,  Charles  F 1787 

Mason  Families  

892,  1364,  1396,  1785,  1801 

Mason,  Fletcher  S 1802 

Mason,  Frederic  R 894 

Mason,  John  1396 

Mason,  Mrs.  Mary  C 1114 

Mason,  Robert  D 893 

Mason,  William  C 1365 

Mason,  William  O 1364 

Mathewson  Families  ....1109,  1967 

Mathewson,  James  0 1968 

Matteson.  Archibald  C 320 

Matteson,  Judge  Charles  319 

Matteson  Family  318 

Matteson,  George  A.,  M.  D 320 

Mayer,  Joseph  1876 

Mayer,  Mrs.  Matilda  V 1876 

Meader,  Daniel  783 

Meader,  Mrs.  Louisa  783 

Meik'le,  Andrew  S 2088 

Mellor,  Samuel  1922 

Merrill  Family  863 

Metcalf,  Alfred  794 

Metcalf,  Edward  P 794 

Metcalf  Families,  361,  789,  1065,  1992 

Metcalf,  Franklin  1065 

Metcalf,  Frederick  794 

Metcalf,  Jesse  792 

Metcalf,  Jesse  H 793 

Metcalf,  Manton  B 793 

Metcalf,  Omar  1993 

Metcalf,  Mrs.  Polly  A 2228 

Metcalf,  Mrs.  Rosa  C 794 

Metcalf,  Roscoe  D 2228 

Metcalf,  Stephen  0 793 

Metcalf,  Whiting  791 

Milan.  Michael  B.,  M.  D 1816 

Miller,  Capt.  Augustus  N 1646 

Miller,  Charles  M 722 

Miller,  Edwin  B 1195 

Miller  Families.  .720,  1194,  1357,  1645 

Miller,  Frank  W 721 

Miller,  George  H 1356 

Miller,  James  A 1358 

Miller,  Joseph  W 720 

Miller,  William  J 1646 

Milot,  Arthur  C 2276 

Miner,  Albert  D 988 

Miner.  Miss  Amey  E 1135 

Miner  Families  987,  1135 

Miner,  Lewis  A 1135 

Miner,  Lucius  1135 

Mitchell,  John  2307 

Mitchell,  John  W.,  M.  D 132 

Mitchell,  William  J 2307 


Moies, 


Morgan,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  H. 
Morgan.  J.  Howard,  M.  D.... 


Mott,  Mrs.  Ada  F. 


Moulton  Families  128, 

Moulton,  Miss  Laura  M 

Moulton,  Richard  O 


Mowry,  Dr.  Classen 


Mowry,  Ernest  A 1995 

Mowry  Families  

326,  346,  874,  976,  1696,  1719. 

1730,  1902.  1903,  1919,  207s,  2084 

Mowry,  Miss  Florine  H 860 

Mowry,  Harley  1926 

Mowry,  Mrs.  Ida  E 1188 

Mowry,  Jabez  W 1636 
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Mowry,  Lamech  C 1697 
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Mowry,  Mrs.  Maria  H 2076 

Mowry,  Mason  1919 
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Mowry,  Roger  1134 
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Murray  Families  1176,  1726 

Murray,  James  1726 
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224 
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• 2329 

1665 

Nellis,  Mrs.  Mary  V 

. 2330 

1664 

Nelson,  John  

■ 2325 
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Newell  Family  

1139 

1664 

Newell,  Frank  A 

1141 

232 

Newell.  Fred  E 

1141 

1515 

Newell,  Oscar  A 

1141 

1719 

Newton,  Dudley  

1246 

1716 

Newton  Family  

1245 

1755 

Nichols,  Ambrose  

2198 

1716 

Nichols,  Amos  G' 

1490 

1607 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Ann  (Griffiths). 

. 2183 

1607 

Nichols.  Mrs.  Anna  P 

2198 

1736 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Anna  W 

1593 

1734 

Nichols,  Charles  E 

2033 
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Nichols,  Charles  F 

2204 

1487 

Nichols,  Charles  T 

2143 
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2183 

1485 

Nichols  Families  - 997, 

1415, 

2234 

1490,  1592,  1814,  2183,  2198, 

2297 

i486 

Nichols,  George  D 

1719 

129 

Nichols,  George  H 

1171 

977 

Nichols,  John  B 

2297 

1636 

Nichols,  John  R 

1593 

1729 

Nichols,  Joseph  Danner  

2180 

2084 

Nichols,  Joseph  Dennison 

2178 

346 

Nichols,  Walter  G 

Nichols,  William  E 

2199 

326 

1592 

2096 

Nichols,  William  P 

1814 
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Nichols,  Willis  G ' 

1490 

875 

Nicholson  Family  

168 

860 

Nicholson,  Samuel  M.  

168 

Nickerson,  Mrs.  Helen  V 2025 

Norman.  Bradford  496 

Norman  Family  494 

Norman,  George  H 494 

Norris  Family  1029 

Norris,  Capt.  John  1030 

Norris,  Samuel  1030 

Norris,  Samuel,  Jr 1031 

Northam,  Mrs.  Louisa  J 1317 

Northam,  Robert  E 1316 

Northup,  Hon.  James  A 1589 

Nourse,  Charles  661 

Nutting,  Thomas,  M.  D 1663 

Nye,  Mrs.  Walter  A 1424 

Oldham,  Mrs.  Nellie  M 836 

Olney,  .Mbert  H 1761 
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Olney,  Elam  W 61 
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Olney,  Col.  Frank  F 58 

Olney,  George  B 1534 
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Openshaw,  Edward  W 2068 
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Orrell,  William  3.32 

Osborn,  Miss  Eliza  G 127/ 
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Osborn,  Judge  Joseph  1270 
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Owen  Family  1983 
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Page,  Charles  Harrison  1623 
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Page,  Edward  F 1624 
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Page,  Frank  A 1622 
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Parker,  Charles  H 2066 
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Partelow,  Henry  W 1379 
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Patt,  William  H 57 

Payan,  Mrs.  Francois  A 2214 
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Payne  Family  878 

Payne,  George  W 878 
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Peabody  Family  1758 

Peabody,  Lionel  H 1758 

families  959>  1526 

Pearce,  Frank  T 958 

Pearce,  George  G 1527 

Pearce,  Mrs.  Mary  W 2130 

Pearse,  Albert  S 958 

I'earse  Family  957 

Peck,  Albert  H 325 

Peck,  Allen  0 442 

Peck.  Arthur  L 2316 

Peck,  Asa  322 

Peck.  Cyril  C 439 

Peck  Families  

320  437,  1000,  1943,  1972,  2316 

Peck,  Frederick  S 324 


Peck,  George  B , M.  D 440 

Peck,  George  H I974 

Peck,  Horace  T 325 

Peck,  James -C 443 

Peck,  John  D 1749 

Peck,  Leander  R 323 

Peck,  Miss  Mary  T 443 

Peck.  Samuel  L 1000 

Peck,  Walter  A 324 

Peck,  William  T 44i 

Peckham,  Abraham  T 1964 

Peckham,  Albert  I944 

Peckham,  Miss  Belle  B 1377 

Peckham,  Charles  A 2283 

Peckham,  Charles  E I95i 

Peckham,  Charles  H 2322 

Peckham,  Clarence  E 1467 

Peckham,  Cyrus  H 2063 

Peckham,  Edward  S 251 

Peckham,  Elisha  C 897 

Peckham  Families  

160,  249,  531,  625.  774.  897,  1061, 
1081,  1 1 17,  1376,  1467,  1846,  1944. 

1951,  1963,  2063,  2099,  2282,  2322 

Peckham.  Felix,  Jr 250 

Peckham,  Fenner  H.,  M.  D....  161 

Peckham,  Frank  A 1083 

Peckham,  Fenner  H.,  Jr.,  M.  D.  163 

Peckham,  Gideon  B I945 

Peckham,  Harold  A 251 

Peckham,  Jesse  E 1062 

Peckham,  Joel  1846 

Peckham,  Joseph  D 1062 

Peckham,  Leander  W 1377 

Peckham,  Luther  A 1378 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Mary  G 1964 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Mary  J 250 

Peckham,  Pardon  S 2099 

Peckham,  Philip  (1734-1829)..  1827 

Peckham,  Philip  M 2282 

Peckham,  Samuel  W 1117 

Peckham,  Miss  Sarah  W 1119 

Peckham,  Thomas  C 1377 

Peckham,  Thomas  P 624 

Peckham,  William  A 1946 

Peckham,  William  G 531 

Peirce,  Mrs.  Caroline  T 1238 

Peirce,  Edwin  J.,  Jr 240 

Peirce  Families  240,  552 

Peirce,  Hon.  John  B 552 

Peirce,  Hon.  Thomas  F 1237 

Peirce,  Col.  Thomas  J 552 

Pember,  Howard  2327 

Pendleton,  Mrs.  Bethena  A.  . . . 50 

Pendleton.  Charles  P.  W 1596 

Pendleton,  Enoch  B 50 

Pendleton,  Col.  Eugene  B 51 

Pendleton  Families  48,  1594 

Pendleton,  Hon.  James  M 49 

Pendleton,  Capt.  William  C.  . . . 1594 

Perce,  Warren  R 820 

Perkins,  Charles  H 656 

Perkins,  Mrs.  Emily  J 2204 

Perkins  Family  656 

Perkins,  Mrs.  Frances  L.  ^58 

Perkins,  Fred  W 2204 

Perkins,  Joseph  2208 

Perkins,  Joshua  2202 

Perry,  Alexander 484 

Perry,  Hon.  Amos,  LL.  D....  93 

Perry,  Arthur  402 

Perry,  .Arthur  1 402 


Perry,  Charles  399 

Perry,  Charles  (1809-1890)....  400 

Perry  Families  

„ 93,  256,  399,  482,  994,  1456 

Perry,  Howard  B 257 

Perry,  James  A.  . .j,, 994 

Perry,  James  D 483 

Perry,  John  G 257 

Perry,  Miss  Marianne  De  Wolf  484 

Perry,  Oliver  H.  J 1457 

Perry,  Oliver  H.  J.,  Jr..; 1457 

Perry,  Capt.  Raymond  H.  J., 

U.  S.  N :...- 483 

Perry,  Simeon  F 400 

Pettis  Family  2141 

Pettis,  James  M 2141 

Phetteplace  Family  290 

Phetteplace,  .Col.  James  F 292 

Phillips  Families  560,  1995 

Phillips,  Gilbert  A 560 

Phillips,  James  L.,  M.  D 2097 

Phillips,  John  2223 

Pierce,  Dr.  Edward  E 1384 

Pierce  Families  .'>...829,  1382 

Pierce,  George  L 1383 

Pierce,  Mrs.  Louise 830 

Pierce,  Walter  B*.  830 

Pierce,  Mrs.  William  G 792 

Pike,  Alva  0 2067 

Pike  Families  1656,  2067 

Pike,  Isaac  W.  D 1656 

Pike,  Thomas  20& 

Pitman  Family 215 

Pitman,  Theophilus  T 216 

Pitts.  Hon.  Frederic  J 1806 

Place  Family  1102 

Place,  Waldo  M 1104 

Pollard,  Moses  963 

Pomroy  Family  1200 

Pomroy,  Hon.  Gorham  P 1200 

Pope,  William  H 248 

Popple,  George  H 1931 

Porter  Family  340 

Porter,  James  H 326 

Pothier,  Aram  J 412 

Pothier  Family  41 1 

Potter,  Alfred  K 2055 

Potter,  Miss  Amelia  1375 

Potter,  Charles  1877 

Potter,  Charles  IJ 1421 

Potter,  Hon.  Dexter  B 635 

Potter,  Edward  A 2056 

Potter,  Hon.  Elisha  R.  52 

Potter.  Judge  Elisha  R 53 

Potter  Families  

52,  204,  634,  753.  1128, 

1247,  1372,  1420,  1877,  20SS,  2157 

Potter,  Frank  K 1130 

Potter,  Mrs.  Helen  F 2158 

Potter.  Henry  A 142T 

Potter,  Col.  Isaac  M 205 

Potter.  James  .A.  (1849-1907)  754 

Potter,  James  A.  (1823-) 1421 

Potter,  James  B.  M 56 

Potter,  James  C 236 

Potter,  John  E 2157 

Potter.  John  W 205 

Potter,  Joseph  H 1372 

Potter.  Mrs.  Josephine  E 207 

Potter.  Thomas  M.,  M.  D....  55 

Potter,  William  H 33 

Pow.  Andrew  J 2296 
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Powel  Family  388 

Powel,  Col.  John  H 389 

Powers,  Mrs.  William  R 665 

Price,  Mrs.  Caroline  F.  A 954 

Price,  Hon.  Walter  1483 

Prichard  (or  Pritchard)  Family  2152 

Prichard,  James  W 2152 

Quinn,  .Andrew  K.  ^22 


Radeke,  Mrs.  Gustav  

Radford,  John  

Raftery,  Rev.  Edward  

Ralph,  Allen  B 

Ralph  Families  687, 

Ralph,  Horace  P 

Ralph,  Jeremiah  

Ralph,  Warren  

Randall,  Abel  P 

Randall  Family  652, 

Randall,  Phineas  M 

Randall,  Reuben  G 

Ray,  David  S 

Ray  Family  

Ray,  Thomas  H 

Razee,  Albert  O 

Razee,  Miss  Alice  A 

Razee  Families  360, 

Razee,  Frank  A 

Razee,  Stafford  W 

Read  Families  

219,  618,  722,  1051,  1233, 

Read,  George  S 

Read,  Harwood  E 

Read,  James  S 

Read,  John  B 

Read,  Orin  A 

Read,  Hon.  Walter  A 

Reed  Family  

Reed,  George  C k 

Reed,  Rev.  Julius  A 

Remington.  Clinton  O 

‘Remington  Families. . .492,  591, 

Remingtoi^  Frederick  A 

RemingtoSf  Horace  

Remington,  Dr.  John  A.  . . .V. . 

Remington,  Mrs.  Zanna  C 

Reynolds,  Allen  

Reynolds,  Charles  A 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  Ellen  A 

Reynolds  Families  

62,  173,  237,  280.  605, 

Reynolds,  Hon.  John  J 

Reynolds,  Judge  John  P 

Reynolds,  Joseph  G 

Reynolds,  Samuel  G 

Reynolds,  Stephen  E 

Reynolds,  Thomas  A 

Reynolds,  William  A 

Rhodes,  Arthur  A 

Rhodes,  Edward  S 

Rhodes,  Gen.  Elisha  H 

Rhodes  Family  

Rhodes,  Thomas  H 

Rhodes,  Thomas  H.  (1835-1898) 

Rice,  Mrs.  Delaney  G 

Rice  Families  947. 

Rice,  Fitz  James  

Richmond  Family  

Richmond,  Loring  D 

Richmond,  S.  R 

Rider  Family  


793 

1948 

1589 


171S 

1714 


1048 

687 

1716 

1503 

1638 

1503 


653 

341 
340 

342 
1874 
361 

1873 

1874 

360 


2195 

1234 

618 

1234 

1052 

723 

219 

151 

1716 

151 

2185 

2185 

1651 

492 

591 

494 

173 

1725 

244 


1725 

62 

608 

238 

606 

238 

280 

174 

633 

633 

631 
629 

633 

632 

2334 

1639 

947 

1742 

2104 

1742 

1367 
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Rider,  Philip  1368 

Riggs,  Edward  O IS73 

Riggs  Family  I573 

Ritchie,  George  W 2206 

Robbins,  Mrs.  Edward  W 958 

Robertson,  Colin  2210 

Robinson,  Attmore  79 

Robinson,  Benjamin  F.  (1824- 

1904)  486 

Robinson,  Benjamin  F.  (1858-)  487 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  . . . 487 

Robinson,  Charles  D 1299 

Robinson  Families 78,  484,  1458 

Robinson,  George  H 80 

Robinson,  James  A 79 

Robinson,  Rowland  R 487 

Robinson,  Samuel  R 487 

Robinson,  Hon.  Sylvester  485 

Robinson,  Hon.  Thomas  1173 

Robinson,  Thomas  W 1174 

Robinson,  William  A.  (1865-)  1459 
Robinson,  William  A.  (1841-)  1459 

Rodman,  Albert  379 

Rodman,  Charles  . 379 

Rodman,  Edward  ’''780 

Rodman,  Mrs.  Emily  379 

Rodman  Families  376,  773 

Rodman,  Franklin  378 

Rodman,  Brig.-Gen.  Isaac  P...  775 

Rodman,  Robert  377 

Rodman,  Col.  Robert  F 379 

Rodman,  Rowland  G 778 

Rodman,  Samuel  780 

Rodman,  Hon.  Samuel 772 

Rodman,  Walter  379 

Rodman,  William  H 379 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Emily  P 122 

Rogers  Family  120 

Rogers,  Gen.  Horatio,  LL.  D..  120 

Root,  Rev.  James  P 103 

Rounds,  Alvah  2073 

Rounds,  Byron  E 2073 

Rounds,  Cyrus  2074 

Rounds  Family 1863,  2072 

Rounds,  Gilbert  1863 

Rounds.  Israel  P 207*5 

Rounds,  Richard  B 2074 

Rouse,  Mrs.  Lucy  992 

Rouse,  Reuben  S 992 

Rowand,  Mrs.  Mercy  B 1327 

Sabin  Family  1586 

Sackett  Family  207 

Sackett,  Gen.  F.  M 207 

Salisbury,  Daniel  M 1471 

Salisbury  Family  1470 

Sanborn  Family  738 

Sanborn,  John  P 739 

Sanders,  .Albert  L 1342 

Sanders  Families  1340,  1462 

Sanders,  Joseph  L 1462 

Sanders,  Richard  1340 

Sanders,  Richard  C 1342 

Sanford  Family  2127 

Sanford.  Mrs.  Mary  F 2128 

Sanford,  William  H 2128 

Saunders,  Capt.  Daniel  516 

Saunders  Families  ...  113,  510,  1462 

Saunders,  Capt.  John  .A 515 

Saunders,  Capt.  John  A 

(1786-1832) 510 

Saunders,  John  W.,  M.  D 2180 
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Saunders,  Mrs.  Julia  W 1781 

Saunders,  Martin  L 516 

Saunders,  Capt.  T.  W.  Stillman  516 
Saunders,  Capt.  William  G...-,-  516 

Sawin,  Eugene  M 1310 

Sawin,  Isaac  W.,  M.  D 1313 

Sayer,  Archibald  B 1222 

Sayer  Family  1221 

Sayer,  William  D 1222 

Sayles,  Albert  H 190 

Sayles,  Albert  L.  (1891-1906)..  191 

Sayles,  Albert  L (1826-1898)..  189 

Sayles,  Angell  1890 

Sayles,  Edwin  C 1320 

Sayles,  Edmund  P 1124 

Sayles,  Elisha  D 1890 

Sayles  Families  

12,  188,  301.  1122,  1320,  1889,  2201 

Sayles,  Mrs.  Fannie  J 190 

Sayles,  Frederic  C.  (1835-1903)  14 

Sayles,  Frederic  C.  (1868-)..  16 

Sayles,  Fred  L 190 

Sayles,  Henry  C 1868 

Sayles,  Henry  F 1791 

Sayles,  Herbert  A 1891 

Sayles,  Irving  D 1891 

Sayles,  James  M 1123 

Sayles,  James  R 1123 

Sayles,  Mrs.  Mary  A 302 

Sayles,  Orrin  2201 

Sayles,  Robert  W 16 

Sayles,  Sylvester  912 

Sayles,  Col.  Willard  300 

Scanlon,  Michael  H.,  M.  D....  1732 

Scott  Family  888 

Scott,  Capt.  Henry  D 888 

Scott,  William  C 889 

Seabury,  Hon.  Albert  T 2231 

Seabury,  Mrs.  Charles  L 862 

Seabury  Families 165,  2230 

Seabury,  Deacon  T.  Mumford..  167 

Seagrave,  Hon.  Charles  S 1053 

Seagrave,  Edward  E 1146 

Seagrave  Families  I053.  ii44 

Seagrave,  George  A 1146 

Seagrave,  Mrs.  Mary  G 1147 

Segar  Families  253,  572,  608 

Segar,  Samuel  B 253 

Segar,  Thomas  B 608 

Segar,  William  572 

Shanahan.  Dennis  1938 

Sharpe  Family  692 

Sharpe,  Lucian  692 

Shaw,  Arnold  D 2041 

Shaw  Families  1705,  2040 

Shaw,  Frederick  E 2042 

Shaw,  Joseph  A 1705 

Shedd  Family  1590 

Shedd.  J.  Herbert,  A.  M 1590 

Sheffield  Family 72 

Sheffield,  William  P 72 

Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr 73 

Sheldon,  Charles  H 21Q 

Sheldon,  Mrs.  Elsie  B 203.; 

.Sheldon,  Ethan  T 1223 

Sheldon  Families....  216,  1223,  1400 

Sheldon,  Henry  H 217 

Sheldon,  John  L 1401 

Sheldon,  Mrs.  Nancy.  E 957 

Sheldon,  Pardon  217 

Sheldon,  Philip  C 2ig 

Sheldon.  William  FI 956 
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Shepley,  Col.  George  L 154 

Shepley,  William  2094 

Sherman,  Albert  K 1094 

Sherman,  Alfred- 1871 

Sherman,  Alfred  E 1872 

Sherman,  Col.  Augustus  P. . . . 426 

Sherman,  Everett  B 1304- 

Sherman  Families  

210,  425,  564,  1092,  1131, 

1304.  1553,  1830,  1871,  1894,  1949 

Sherman,  George  C 1554 

Sherman,  Henry  C 1949 

Sherman,  Isaac  A... 18^ 

Sherman,  Isaac  L>. 1896 

Sherman,  John  P 1555 

Sherman,  Oliver  W 1132 

Sherman,  Peleg  T 1895 

Sherman,  Robert  A 564 

Sherman,  Mrs.  Sally 1895 

Sherman,  Sumner  1305 

Sherman,  Walter 1831 

Shippee  Family  1434 

Shippee,  Moses  E 1434 

Sills,  Samuel  1224 

Simmons  Family  752 

Simmons,  Hon.  George  W 1660 

Simmons.  Lewis  L 752 

Sisson,  Borden  L 1803 

Sisson,  Charles  744 

Sisson,  Charles  S 1803 

Sisson,  Edward  1267 

Sis.soii,.  Ellsworth  2320 

Sisson  Families  

. . . .540,  744,  1267,  1803,  2000.  2320 

Sisson,  John  2001 

Sisson,  Jonathan  A 2321 

Siss*n,  Lemuel  2002 

Sisson,  Levi  2002 

Sisson,  Mrs.  Mary  G 1267 

Sisson,  Hon.  William  L 540 

Slocum,  Daniel  G 8io 

Slocum  Families 809,  1953 

■Smith,  Mrs.  Adelaide  E 676 

Smith,  Albert  1874 

Smith,  Albert  J 1392 

Smith,  Alfred  901 

Smith,  Amasa  J 1211 

Smith,  Mrs.  Amey  T 858 

Smith,  Amsden  H 858 

Smith,  Andrew  J 748 

Smith,  Mrs.  Ann  M 903 

Smith,  Benjamin  F 1079 

Smith,  Benjamin  P 1812 

Smith,  Charles  S 138 

Smith,  Charles  Sayles  1257 

Smith,  Chester  B 488 

Smith,  Clinton  G T77') 

Smith,  Constant 2286 

Smith,  Daniel  1693 

Smith,  Daniel  A 1256 

Smith,  Daniel  A.,  Jr 2299 

Smith.  Daniel  B 1776 

Smith,  Daniel  G 10^ 

S nith,  Edwin  A 286 

S.nith,  Miss  Eliza  C 678 

Smith,  Mrs.  Esther  S 1812 

Smith  Families  ..138,  286,  354,  673. 

744,  856,  1079,  1148,  1204,  1256, 

T77S,  1874.  1905.  1943,  2299,  2330 

Smith,  Frederick  0 2103 

Smith.  Frederick  E 1149 

Smith,  Frederick  W 858 

Smith,  George  L 676 
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Smith,  Mrs.  Georgiana  A 1078 

Smith,  Harry  M 678 

Smith,  Henry  A 858 

Smith,  Henry  E 1148 

Smith,  Howard  1287 

Smith,  James  A 2300 

Smith,  Hon.  James  Y 123 

Smith,  Job  A 1905 

Smith,  John  M 1205 

Smith,  Hon.  Joseph  E 544 

Smith.  Lewis  B 674 

Smith,  Mrs.  Lucinda  R 1211 

Smith,  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  H 947 

Smith,  Mrs.  Mabel  F 1078 

Smith,  Mrs.  M.  Anna 748 

Smith.  Martin  S 2330 

Smith,  Mrs.  Mary  E 2047 

Smith,  Mrs.  Mary  F.  S 1392 

Smith,  Mrs.  Mercy  J 1148 

Smith,  Nathaniel  W 677 

Smith,  Nathaniel  W.  (1842-1875)  677 

Smith,  Orin  857 

Smith,  Orin,  Jr 859 

Smith.  Otis  M 1204 

Smith,  Robert  E 355 

Smith,  Roswell  C 140 

Smith,  Col.  Stanley  G 4^ 

Smith,  William  B 2047 

Snow,  Mrs.  Grace  D 1530 

Snow,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  .r 1294 

Soule  Family  1334 

Soule,  George  C.,  M.  D 1333 

Southwick,  Mrs.  Charlotte  A..  1682 

Southwick,  Christopher  S 1682 

Southwick  Family  1276 

Southwick,  James  M.  K 1278 

Southwick,  Mrs.  Martha  T 1278 

Southwick.  Samuel  S 1277 

Sowle  Family  2016 

Spaulding  Family  1391 

Spaulding,  John  N 1391 

Spencer,  Edward  L 1544 

Spencer  Families  52,  1543,  1570,  1774 

Spencer,  Gideon  L 1571 

Spencer,  Henry  L 1572 

Spencer,  Job  L 1572 

Spencer,  Thomas  L 1774 

Spicer,  Dr.  Albert  H 557 

Spicer  Family  556 

Spicer,  George  H 557 

Spink' Families  ..638,  987,  1180,  1440 

Spink,  Miss  Frances  A 639 

Spink,  Capt.  George  A 1440 

Spink,  Judge  Joseph  E ^7 

Spink,  Nicholas  B 1180 

Spink,  Hon.  Nicholas  N 638 

Spooner  Family ■ 936 

Spooner,  Henry  J 937 

Sprague,  Dr.  Albert  G 1085 

Sprague,  Col.  Amasa 417 

Sprague,  Byron  416 

Sprague,  Charles  H 214,  978 

Sprague  Families  .414,  639,  977,  1084 

Sprague,  Frank  F 979 

Sprague,  Mrs.  Harriet 416 

Sprague,  Henry  S 979 

Sprague,  Mrs.  Hettic 979 

Sprague,  Dr.  John  L.,  Jr 639 

Sprague,  Samuel  S 977 

Sprague,  Gov.  William 415 

Stanley,  Arthur  W 1520 

Stanley  Family  1520 

Stanton  Family  940 
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Stanton,  Joseph  

1828 

Stanton,  Nathaniel  G.,  M. 

D . . . 940 

Staples,  Arnold  

1833 

Stearns  Family  

64 

Stearns,  Hon.  Henry  A... 

64 

Stearns,  Walter  H 

67 

Stedman,  Arthur  W 

945 

Stedman,  Daniel  

945 

Stedman  Families  

• -424,  944 

Stedman,  Louis  W 

945 

Stedman,  Dr.  Oliver  E... 

945 

Stedman,  Pascal  H 

425 

Stedman,  Hon.  William  T 

945 

Steele  Family  

43 

Steele,  Mrs.  Sarah  C 

44 

Steele,  T.  Sedgwick  

43 

Steere,  Alanson  

2258 

Steere,  Alphonso  E 

Steere,  Andrew  J 

1837 

1567 

Steere,  ^Arthur  W 

1643 

Steere,  Clovis  

......  2159 

Steere,  Clovis  W 

. . i'ftrf'^159 

Steere,  Elisha  A 

1967 

Steere,  Enoch  M 

....  1565 

Steere  Families 860, 

908,  1149, 

1564,  1588,  1643,  i8ir,  1831,  1837, 
1891,  1910,  19^,  2140,  2158,  2258 

Steere,  George  W 

Steere.  Henry  J 

908 

Steere,  Horace  S 

....  1588 

Steere,  Horace  W 

....  1278 

Steere,  Job  (1798-1874)... 

....  1588 

Steere,  Job  (1^2)  

....  1589 

Steere,  Job  S.,  Jr 

1891 

Steere,  Joshua  H 

Steere,  Mrs.  Mabel  R 

1910 

Steere,  Mrs.  Mary  A 

2160 

Steere,  Nathaniel  M 

....  1567 

Steere,  Oliver  W 

Steere,  Mrs.  Phoebe  O 

....  1567 

Steere,  Robert  

....  1831 

Steere,  Miss  Sarah  F 

2260 

Steere.  Deacon  Smith  A.  . 

....  1566 

Steere,  William  H 

1566 

Steere,  William  P 

. ...  iiso 

Steere,  William  W.  (deceased)  1811 

Steere,  William  W 

Sterne,  Charles  T 

652 

Sterne  Family  

....  651 

Stevens,  David  

....  582 

Stevens  Families  583,  915,  i 

484,  1586 

Stevens,  Henry  C 

....  1586 

Stevens,  Joseph  G 

Stevens,  Mrs.  Mary  B 

....  1479 

Stevens,  Philip  

....  915 

Stickney.  Mrs.  Mabel  G... 

....  811 

Stiles,  Frederick  W 

. ...  [965 

Stillman  Family  

....  1977 

Stillman,  George  L 

....  1977 

.Stockwell,  Mrs.  Abbie 

1321 

Stoddard,  Miss  Elizabeth  T. 

...  1325 

Stoddard  Family  

, ...  1324 

Stoddard,  Isaac  N 

1326 

Stoddard,  John  C 

. ..  1325 

Stoddard,  Miss  Mary  Louisa.  . 1326 

Stoddard,  Thomas  D.,  Jr... 

. • . 1325 

Stoddard,  William  C,  D.  D. 

S.  1.326 

Stone  Family  

...  2025 

Stone,  Henry  P 

Strong  Family  

...  578 

Sullivan,  James  J 

. ...  2275 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  K 

. ...  864 

Swain  Family  

. . . 1231 
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. Swain,  Gilbert  1232 
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HARLES  H.  WOODBURY,  of 
YYodbury  & Kenyon,  proprie- 
tors of  the  Wyoming  I'lock 
Company,  at  Barberville,  also 
the  Wyoming  Yarn  Company, 
at  \\'yoming,  R.  1.,  died  April 
27,  1907.  He  was  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  progressive 
textile  manufacturers  in  that 
section  of  Rhode  Island  and  came  from  an  old 
New  England  family.  He  was  born  at  Amesbury, 
Mass.,  Dec.  29,  1868,  son  of  John  Ruggles  and 
Annie  F.  (Heritage)  Woodbury. 

John  Ruggles  \Voodbury  was  engaged  in  the 
carriage  business  at  Amesbury.  One  of  his  ances- 
tors on  his  mother’s  side  was  Brig.-Gen.  Ruggles, 
the  first  Speaker  of  the  first  Congress  convened 
at  New  York  about  ten  years  before  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Woodbury  mar- 
ried Annie  E.  Heritage,  and  to  them  were  born 
children  as  follows ; Elizabeth,  deceased ; Charles 
H.;  and  Mary,  who  married  Percy  Hawkins,  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Charles  H.  Woodbury  attended'  the  public 
schools  at  Amesbury  until  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  work  in  the  mill  at  \\"ar- 
ren,  Mass.  He  learned  the  business  thoroughly, 
and  afterward  became  assistant  superintendent  and 
designer  in  the  mill  at  Franklin,  Mass.,  and  for  two 
and  one-half  years  was  superintendent  and  designer 
of  the  Union  Montgomery  Company,  at  Norwalk, 
Conn.  There  he  joined  Our  Brothers  Lodge,  No. 
10,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  continued  a member  all 
his  life.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen. 

In  July,  1896,  Mr.  Woodbury  came  to  Hope 
Valley,  R.  I.,  and  for  three  months  was  associated 
with  Sabin  Owen  in  the  mill,  and  subsequently  for 
a year  was  a member  of  the  Hope  Valley  Woolen 
Company.  Mr.  Woodbury  was  a thoroughly  prac- 
tical man  in  his  line  of  business,  and  the  type  of 
a citizen  whose  value  to  a community  is  difficult  to 
estimate.  In  a locality,  where  the  thrift  or  activity 
of  a mill  property  measures  wholly  the  prosperity 
of  that  community,  the  transformation  of  such 


properties  from  idleness  to  activity  means  much, 
and  the  benefit  is  by  no  means  the  mill  owner’s 
alone.  The  mill  properties  with  which  Mr.  Wood- 
bury was  connected  underwent  in  recent  years  just 
such  changes,  and  he  left  them  among  the  nourish- 
ing industries  of  that  section. 

In  December,  1902,  an  idle  mill  property  at  Wy- 
oming was  purchased  by  this  enterprising  firm,  and 
the  Wyoming  Yarn  Company  was  organized  for  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  yarn.  Success  came  to  them 
from  the  first,  and  the  business  was  bighly  prosper- 
ous. The  same  might  be  said  of  the  \Vyoming 
b lock  Company,  at  Barberville,  which  the  firm  pur- 
chased in  October,  1899,  and  which  became  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  what  push  and  up-to-date  busi- 
ness methods  will  accomplish. 

On  Oct.  3,  1893,  Mr.  Woodbury  married  Miss 
Ada  Estella  Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  of 
South  M'alpole,  Mass.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter,  Marion  Guild,  born  May  5,  1903.  In 
politics  i\Ir.  Woodbury  was  a Reiniblican. 

GEORGE  C.  CROSS,  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  where  he  has  held 
the  office  of  town  clerk  for  many  years,  is  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  State. 
His  office  of  town  clerk  has  been  held  by  father  and 
son  for  more  than  fifty-four  consecutive  years. 

This  Cross  family  descends  from  b'-’’  ’ ^nd 
John  Cross,  who  came  from  Scotland  and  were 
the  first  of  the  name  in  the  State.  Among  the  very 
first  of  the  name  to  locate  in  the  towm  of  Charles- 
town was  Joseph  Cross.  In  tracing  the  ancestry  of 
George  C.  Cross  the  line  goes  back  to  Joseph  Cross, 
his  great-great-grandfather,  who  was  a representa- 
tive man  of  his  day.  His  death  occurred  in  1751. 
In  his  family  of  children  w-as  a son  Gideon. 

Gideon  Cross  was  born  in  February,  1737,  and 
died  March  23,  1816.  He  married  Mary  Wilbur, 
who  was  born  March  25,  1746,  and  who  passed 
away  Nov.  13,  1822.  Their  children  w'ere : Gidicon 
J.,  born  Aug.  i,  1776;  William  P.,  born  Feb.  6, 
1781,  wdio  died  Sept.  13,  1817;  Susan  AV.,  born 
Feb.  23,  1785,  who  married  Peter  Parks  and  died 
Oct.  16.  1845;  Joseph,  mentioned  below;  and 
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^lercy,  born  Oct.  24,  1789,  who  married  Joshua 
Collins,  and  died  April  27,  1830  (she  was  the 
mother  of  James  C.  Collins,  of  I’rovidence,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Shell  Fish  Commission,  whose  son  is  as- 
sistant attorney-general  of  Rhode  Island). 

Joseph  Cross,  son  of  Gideon,  born  Dec.  17, 
1786,  was  married  Oct.  16,  1808,  to  iMartha  Bur- 
dick. His  second  wife  was  Polly'  Kenyon.  He 
died  i\lay  17,  1861  His  children,  all  born  of  his 
first  marriage  were;  \\’illiam  P.,  born  Jan  7, 

1810,  died  Dec.  10,  1831  ; Abby  S.,  born  Dec.  19, 

1811,  married  John  Nichols,  and  died  July  24, 
1861  ; Caroline,  born  Oct.  7,  1813,  died  Dec.  23, 
1838;  Charles  was  born  Jan.  2,  1815;  iMary  \\'., 
born  March  6,  1817,  married  Robert  Crandall,  ancl 
died  April  2,  i860;  Joseph  H.,  born  Nov.  29,  1823, 
died  Sept.  29,  1824;  Martha  II.,  born  Sept.  2,  1830, 
married  Charles  Holden,  and  died  Oct.  23,  1869. 
Josejih  Cross,  the  father  of  this  family,  passed  all 
his  life  in  Charlestown,  following  the  occupations 
of  carjienter  and  fisherman. 

Charles  Cross,  son  of  Joseph,  was -born  in  the 
town  of  Charlestown,  Jan.  2,  1815,  and  grew  to 
manhood  there,  passing  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm.  The  district  schools  afforded  him  a good 
common  school  education.  In  1852  he  became 
town  clerk,  and  he  continued  in  that  office  until 
1881.  From  1884  to  1897  he  was  town  treasurer, 
and  he  had  served  in  previous  years  as  deputy 
sheriff.  He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1875  and  1876.  In  politics  he  was  an  unfalter- 
ing Republican.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  his  town,  exerting  a wide  and  beneficent 
influence.  His  many  years  as  a public  servant  were 
marked  by  a conscientious  discharge  of  duties  de- 
volving upon  him.  He  died  Dec.  23,  1902.  On 
Sept.  25,  1842,  he  married  Martha  B.  Hazard,  who 
was  born  April  26,  1812,  and  died  Jan.  24,  1878. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Brenton  Ward  and  Nancy 
G.  (Childs)  Hazard,  the  former  a descendant  of 
the  old  Newport  Hazards,  being  a son  of  George 
W.  and  a grandson  of  George,  one  of  the  early 
mayors  of  Newport.  To  Charles  and  Martha  B. 
(Hazard)  Cross  came  the  following  children; 
James  F..  born  Dec.  3,  1843,  married,  Jan.  i,  1874, 
...  ucker,  and  has  children,  Jennie  K.,  Charles 
C.,  Frederick  L.  and  John  G. ; Carrie  E.,  born  July 
22,  1845,  married  Janies  S.  Kenyon,  of  Hopkinton, 
and  has  children,  Herbert  F.,  Charles  and  Mattie 
E. ; Mary  A.,  born  Dec.  8,  1846,  died  unmarried 
in  December,  1877;  Millard  F.,  born  Sept.  10, 
1850,  who  died  Feb.  6,  1876,  married,  June  29, 
1873,  Sarah  F.  Merriss,  and  had  children,  Carrie 
and  William  A. ; Frank  P.,  born  April  10,  1853, 
died  unmarried  July  21,  1881  ; George  C.  is  men- 
tioned below. 

George  C.  Cross  was  born  June  27,  1855,  in 
the  town  of  Charlestown.  He  attended  the  district 
:Schools,  and  afterward  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
ifienter,  which  he  followed  for  a short  time.  Like 
fils  father  ne  has  been  an  active  worker  in  public 


affairs,  and  since  casting  his  first  vote  has  been  en- 
rolled in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  be- 
ing one  of  the  counselors  and  advisers  of  the  party 
in  his  section  of  the  State.  In  June,  1878,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  school  committee,  and  is 
still  serving  in  that  office.  In  1887  he  became  a 
member  of  the  General  Assemldy,  and  so  sati.s- 
factorv  were  his  services  that  he  was  re-elected 
for  1888  and  1889,  and  in  1890  served  in  the  State 
Senate.  For  six  years,  1889-95,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Shell  Fish  Commission  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  served  as  trial  justice  at  Charlestown  from  1880 
to  1884,  and  for  two  years  was  overseer  of  the 
poor  in  the  town  of  Charlestown.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  town  clerk  since  1881.  He  has  a keen  in- 
sight in  town  affairs,  and  has  maintained  ever  a 
high  standard  of  excellence  in  his  work,  in  what- 
ever office  he  has  held.  Honor  and  integrity  have 
characterized  all  his  actions.  In  manner  he  is  genial 
and  social,  and  in  his  home  he  dispenses  a generous 
hospitality.  For  eight  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  Washington  County 
Agricultural  Society. 

On  Feb.  28,  1883,  Mr.  Cross  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  E.  Budlong,  of  Hopkinton,  who 
was  born  Oct.  19,  1856,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  R.  and  Mary  E.  (Knight)  Budlong, 
and  granddaughter  of  Oliver  C.  Budlong  and  Wil- 
liam Knight.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cross  have  one  child, 
Bessie  IMay,  born  July  24,  1886.  Mrs.  Cross  is  a 
member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  at 
Ashaway,  R.  I.  Mr.  Cross  is  a member  of  Charity 
Lodge,  No.  23,  at  Hope  V^alley,  and  Franklin  Chap- 
ter, No.  7,  at  the  same  place. 

FRANKLIN  E.  WINSOR,  who  is  engaged  as 
a commission  merchant  at  Providence,  descends 
from  the  old  Winsor  family  of  Providence  and 
Johnston.  He  was  born  Feb.  7,  1847,  Glocester, 
son  of  Albert  and  Emily  J.  (Smith)  Winsor.  Al- 
bert Winsor,  his  father,  is  one  of  the  venerable  and 
well  known  citizens  of  Glocester,  and  in  his  sketch 
the  early  family  records  will  be  found. 

Franklin  E.  Winsor  was  reared  to  farm  work, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  school, 
jenckes  Mowry’s  Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
Lapham  Institute  at  North  Scituate.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  returned  to  the  home  farm,  and  be- 
came associated  with  his  father  in  the  butchering 
and  produce  business,  under  the  name  of  F.  E. 
Winsor  & Co.,  which  has  since  been  the  style  of 
the  firm.  For  many  years  his  father  remained  a 
member  of  the  firm,  as  was  Byron  Winsor,  brother 
of  hTanklin  E.,  but  for  several  years  past  Mr.  F. 
E.  Wdnsor  has  been  sole  owner.  The  concern  is  a 
prosperous  and  substantial  one,  and  Mr.  Winsor 
also  docs  a large  wholesale  fruit  business.  He  is 
located  on  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Steeple  streets 
in  Providence,  where  his  business  has  continued 
to  grow  till  it  now  occupies  a part  of  another  build- 
ing in  addition  to  the  original  location.  Mr.  Win- 
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sor  has  all  the  attributes  of  the  successful  business 
man  of  today  and  stands  high  both  financially  and 
as  a representative  citizen. 

In  1876  Mr.  Winsor  removed  from  the  home 
farm  to  near  Olneyville,  in  the  town  of  Johnston, 
to  be  near  his  business  which  had  grown  very  rap- 
idly. In  1885  he  again  changed  his  residence,  hav- 
ing in  that  year  built  the  attractive  house  on  Mes- 
ser street  and  Chapin  avenue,  in  Providence,  which 
has  ever  since  been  his  home. 

On  Jan.  27,  1873,  Franklin  E.  Winsor  was  mar- 
ried in  Glocester,  to  Evelyn  R.  IMedbury,  born  on 
an  adjoining  farm  in  Glocester,  Sept.  16,  1855, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Uretta  C.  (Aldrich)  Med- 
bury,  and  a descendant  of  an  old  Rhode  Island  fam- 
ily; her  mother,  Uretta  Aldrich,  was  a daughter 
of  Dennis  Aldrich,  who  lived  and  died  near  Nor- 
wich, N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winsor  have  one  son, 
Frank  Everett,  born  Nov.  27,  1874,  who  was  ed- 
ucated in  private  schools  of  Providence,  and  is  con- 
nected with  his  father’s  business.  He  married 
(first)  Margaret  Ross  Arthur,  of  Providence,  and 
is  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Gladys  Evelyn,  born 
Feb.  14,  1895;  he  married  (second)  April  17, 
1907,  Agnes  Fraser  Andrews,  of  Providence. 
Franklin  E.  Winsor  is  a man  of  quiet  tastes  and 
manner,  has  never  cared  for  public  office,  and  is  a 
member  of  no  secret  societies.  He  is  very  domes- 
tic, fond  of  his  home,  applies  himself  very  closely 
and  energetically  to  his  business  and  the  success 
he  has  earned  has  been  the  result  of  his  own  efforts. 

KNOWLES.  The  Knowles  family  is  one  of 
the  oldest  of  South  Kingstown,  and  has  given  to 
the  Commonwealth  successive  generations  of 
sturdy,  upright  citizens,  most  of  whom  have  been 
engaged  in  sea-faring  or  agricultural  pursuits. 

(I)  Henry  Knowles,  progenitor  of  the  South 
Kingstown  family,  was  born  in  England  in  1609, 
and  died  in  1679.  He  left  England  for  Boston  in 
1635,  and  remained  there  until  after  the  settlement 
of  Roger  Williams  in  Rhode  Island,  when  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Warwick,  R.  I.  During  the  Revolu- 
tion his  descendants  acquired  the  Knowles  home- 
stead at  Point  Judith,  property  confiscated  from 
Mrs.  Wolcott,  a Tory,  who  fled  to  England.  Henry 
Knowles  married  and  had  issue  as  follows : John ; 
William,  born  in  1645,  who  married  Alice  _ Eish, 
and  died  in  1727;  Mary,  wife  of  Moses  Lippitt ; 
Martha  M.,  wife  of  Samuel  Eldred;  and  Henry, 
born  in  1654,  who  died  in  1726. 

(II)  William  Knowles  was  born  in  1645, 
died  in  1727.  He  married  Alice  Fish,  and  their 
children  were;  Henry,  born  Sept.  29,  1675,  who 
married  (first)  Mary  Case  and  (second)  Susannah 
Boss,  and  died  May  i,  1740;  Samuel,  wdio  married 
Hannah  Hazard ; Robert,  who  married  Ann  Hull ; 
John,  who  married  Elizabeth  \\  arner ; Alice  ; Mar- 
tha, wife  of  Samuel  Sherman ; Mary,  wife  of  Eber 
Case ; Margaret,  wife  of  William  Vilass ; and  Rose, 
wife  of  John  Wilson. 


(HI)  Samuel  Knowles  married  iMay  5,  1721, 
Hannah  Hazard,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hazard. 
They  had  seven  children,  namely : Robert,  who 
married  Abigail  Smith ; Amy,  who  married  a Mr. 
Greene;  Mary,  who  married  Daniel  Larkin;  Deliv- 
erance, who  married  John  Babcock ; Daniel,  who 
married  Deborah  Carpenter ; Reynolds ; and  Haz- 
ard. 

(IV)  Hazard  Knowles  was  born  in  1736  and 
died  in  1822.  He  first  married  Margaret  Congdon, 
daughter  of  James  and  Silence  (Hollaway)  Cong- 
don, who  was  born  June  7,  1735.  They  had  issue 
as  follows:  William,  born  Sept.  7,  1763,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Stanton ; John  H.,  who  married  Roby 
Clarke ; Hannah,  wife  of  Daniel  Carpenter ; IMary, 
wife  of  Arnold  Wilson ; Sarah ; Hazard ; and  Si- 
lence, who  married  Thomas  S.  Hazard.  Mr. 
Knowles  married  for  his  second  wife  Mary  Bent- 
ley, and  they  had  two  sons,  George  and  Daniel. 

(V)  John  H.  Knowles,  a farmer  on  Point  Ju- 
dith, married  Roby  Clarke,  and  they  had  fourteen 
children,  of  whom  Margaret  married  Thomas 
Brown;  Roby  married  Benjamin  Hull;  Horatio 
Nelson  married  Honor  Bellinden ; Jane  married 
James  Kenyon;  John  H.  married  Ann  Kenyon; 
William  H.  married  Mary  Gardiner ; Eliza  A.  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Potter;  and  George  G.  married  Su- 
san A.  Knowles,  daughter  of  Hazard  Knowles. 

(VI)  Horatio  Nelson  Knowles  was  born  at 
Point  Judith  in  1801,  and  died  in  1878.  He  was 
a farmer  and  cobbler  by  trade.  He  first  married 
Honor  Bellinden  (or  Belding?),  and  their  children 
were : Horatio  Nelson,  born  Aug.  6,  1837,  who 
married  Caroline  Anthony;  and  Jane  Augustine, 
born  Jan.  25,  1841,  who  married  William  Dempsey. 
The  second  marriage  of  Horatio  Nelson  Knowles 
was  to  Nancy  G.  Sisson,  of  Westerly,  and  they  had 
three  children : Edwin  C.,  deceased ; Herbert  Mi- 
not, born  March  26,  1856;  and  Mary  Honor,  who 
married  John  C.  Ashton,  and  had  one  son,  Edwin 
Clayton. 

(VTI)  Capt.  Herbert  IMinot  Knowles.  The 
United  States  Life  Saving  Service,  considered  in 
this  country,  at  least,  as  the  best  in  the  world,  covers 
270  stations  in  all.  Of  these  195  are  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  Gulf  coast,  fitty-eight  on  the 
shores  of  the  Great  Lakes,  sixteen  on  the  Pacific 
coast  (including  one  at  Cape  Nome,  Alaska),  and 
one  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville.  Ten  of 
these  are  in  Rhode  Island  and  comprise  the  Third 
district,  under  the  supervision  of  Capt.  Herbert  M. 
Knowles,  of  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  one  of  the  best-known 
superintendents  in  the  service. 

Captain  Knowles  had  charge  of  the  exhibition 
of  life-saving  apparatus  at  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Exposition  at  Omaha,  in ’1898,  and  is  a member  of 
the  board  of  life-saving  appliances,  whose  province 
it  as  to  examine,  test  and  report  on  such  devices  as 
may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  General  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Service,  Sumnei  I.  Kimball,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  He  is  generally  recognized  as  an 
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unusually  efficient  and  well-informed  officer  of  the 
service.  In  addition  to  having  the  oversight  of  the 
stations  in  his  district,  which  includes  the  coasts  of 
Rhode  Island,  Block  Island  and  Fisher's  Island,  X. 
Y.,  and  maintaining  rigid  supervision  of  the  sta- 
tions, the  service  and  the  men,  Captain  Knowles 
keeps  the  service  telephone  lines  in  repair,  thus 
saving  the  cost  of  a lineman. 

Captain  Knowles  was  born  in  South  Kings- 
town March  26,  1856,  son  of  Horatio  Nelson  and 
Nancy  G.  (Sisson)  Knowles,  and  is  a descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  of  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies in  Rhode  Island.  He  joined  the  life-saving 
service  as  surf  man  No.  i,  at  the  Point  Judith  Sta- 
tion, Nov.  15,  1876,  receiving  wages  of  $40  a 
month.  Two  years  later  he  was  made  keeper,  with 
pay  at  $400  a year.  This  pay  was  subsequently  in- 
creased to  $750.  Captain  Knowles's  ability  re- 
ceived recognition  and  he  was  made  Division  Su- 
perintendent. These  superintendents  are  disburs- 
ing officers  and  paymasters  for  their  respective  dis- 
tricts and  are  required  to  give  bonds  varying  in 
amount  from  $20,000  to  $50,000,  according  to  the 
fiscal  responsibility  placed  upon  them.  They  are 
also  ex-officio  inspectors  of  customs.  They  conduct 
the  general  business  of  their  districts,  look  after 
the  needs  of  the  stations,  make  requisition  on  the 
General  Superintendent  for  station  supplies  and  ne- 
cessities, visit  the  stations  at  least  once  a quarter 
to  acquaint  themselves  with  their  conditions,  and 
])ay  off  the  crews  on  these  occasions.  As  inspectors 
of  customs  they  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  reference  to  dutiable  property  wrecked 
within  their  jurisdiction  and  see  that  the  keepers 
of  stations  perform  their  duties  in  respect  thereto. 
The  salary  of  the  superintendents  has  always  been 
small,  the  pay  of  those  in  charge  of  the  larger  dis- 
tricts, until  the  last  few  years,  being  but  $1,800. 
In  1901  an  effort  was  made  to  make  the  salary  of 
the  District  Superintendents  $2,500  and  to  provide 
for  clerk  hire,  which  for  many  years  they  had  paid 
out  of  their  own  salary.  By  the  j^assage  of  a bill 
which  went  into  effect  July  i.  1902,  the  salaries 
were  made  $1,800  for  the  Superintendents  of  the 
smaller  districts  and  $2,000  for  the  larger  ones, 
with  provisions  for  clerk  hire.  It  is  believed  in  the 
service  that  the  amount  named  in  the  original  hill, 
$2,500.  would  have  been  no  greater  than  these  men, 
with  their  increased  res])onsihilities,  are  entitled  to. 

The  stations  in  the  Third  district  are  located  at 
Brenton's  Point  (Newport).  Narragansett  Pier. 
Point  Judith.  Green  Hill,  Watch  Hill.  Quonochon- 
taug,  l'i.sher's  Island,  and  on  Block  Island  the  New 
Shoreham,  Block  Island  and  Sandy  Point  stat- 
tions.  The  New  Shoreham  station  is  half  a 
mile  northwest  of  the  Hnding,  the  Block  Is- 
land station  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  Island, 
and  the  Sandy  Point  station  is  near  the  light- 
house at  the  north  end  of  the  island.  In  the 
summer  of  1898,  during  the  war  with  S])ain, 
twenty  stations  on  the  coast  of  Rhode  Island  and 


Long  Island  were  kept  open,  the  life  savers  being 
on  duty  with  small  details  from  the  Naval  Re- 
serves of  this  and  some  other  States,  for  signalling 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  American  shores,  the 
special  signal  service  being  under  command  of  Rear 
Admiral  Bartlett  of  this  State.  The  proficiency  of 
the  life  savers  in  the  use  of  the  international  and 
general  service  signal  codes,  and  their  familiarity 
with  the  coast  line,  made  their  services  important. 
In  the  last  report  of  the  service  issued  it  is  shown 
that  in  this  district  during  1905  there  were  nine- 
teen disasters,  the  value  of  the  vessels  being  $261,- 
650,  the  value  of  cargoes,  $327,070,  the  total  value 
of  property,  $588,720.  On  these  vessels  there  were 
108  persons,  and  of  this  number  only  two  were  lost, 
forty-six  shipwrecked  persons  being  succored  at 
stations.  The  value  of  the  property  saved  was 
$207,495,  the  value  of  that  lost  being  $381,225. 
The  record  of  the  district  is  an  uncommonly  good 
one.  The  report  of  the  service  for  1887  credits 
the  crews  of  the  Third  district,  then  including  the 
coasts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Long  Island,  with  sav- 
ing 2,040  persons  from  wrecks  during  that  year 
without  the  loss  of  a single  life,  a year’s  record  that 
life  savers  believe  will  probably  never  be  equalled. 

All  life-saving  stations  wherever  situated  are 
provided  with  the  international  code  of  signals  and 
vessels  can,  by  opening  communication,  be  re- 
ported. They  may  also  obtain  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  the  stations  where  determined ; infor- 
mation as  to  the  weather  probabilities  in  most 
cases ; or,'  if  the  vessel  is  crippled  or  disabled,  a 
steaui  tug  or  revenue  cutter  will,  if  requested,  be 
telegraphed  for  to  the  nea-rest  port  where  facilities 
for  telegraphing  exist.  The  Rhode  Island  stations 
on  the  mainland  are  connected  with  each  other  and 
with  Superintendent  Knowles  by  a Government  tel- 
ephone line.  The  Point  Judith  station,  being  the 
Point  Judith  wireless  telegraph  station  of  the  Prov- 
idence Journal,  has  ready  communication  with  the 
outside  world. 

A life-saving  crew  usually  consists  of  the 
keeper,  who  is  in  command  and  who  always  steers 
the  boat,  and  from  six  to  eight  surfmen,  although 
the  number  depends  somewhat  on  the  nature  of  the 
service  they  are  to  perform.  A surfman  must  be 
a citizen  of  the  United  States,  able  to  read  and 
write  the  English  language,  physically  sound,  a 
good  swimmer  and  an  experienced  boatman.  He 
is  subjected  to  a rigid  ])hysical  examination  on 
entering  the  service  and  is  enlisted  by  signing  ar- 
ticles by  which  the  surfman  agrees  to  live  at  the 
station  continuously  during  the  active  season,  to 
|)erform  such  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  and 
to  hold  himself  in  readiness  for  service  in  the  in- 
active season  if  called  upon.  Desertion  entails  a 
forfeiture  of  his  wages.  The  men  receive  no  al- 
lowances exce])t  the  ([uarters  and  fuel  provided  at 
stations.  Surfmen  cannot  he  discharged  from  the 
service  without  good  reason.  For  proved  neglect 
of  patrol  duty  or  for  neglect  or  insubordination  at 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1413 


a wreck  they  may  be  instantly  dismissed  by  the 
keeper  of  the  station  to  which  they  are  attached. 
In  all  other  cases  authority  for  the  discharge  must 
be  obtained  from  the  General  Superintendent  of  the 
service. 

At  the  opening  of  the  active  season  the  men  as- 
semble at  their  stations  and  prepare  for  their  work, 
the  keeper  organizing  the  crew  by  arranging  and 
numbering  them  in  their  supposed  order  of  merit, 
the  most  competent  and  trustworthy  being  desig- 
nated as  No.  I,  the  next  as  No.  2,  and  so  on,  these 
positions  being  changed  by  promotion.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  keeper  No.  i takes  command  of  the 
boat  and  crew.  The  keeper  has  a position  of  great 
responsibility,  requiring  good  judgment  and  un- 
flinching courage.  He  must  be  trained  to  his  vo- 
cation, a master  of  boatcraft  and  surfing,  of  good 
habits,  and  able  to  command  the  respect  of  his 
men.  The  members  of  the  crew  are,  as  a matter  of 
fact,  picked  men  physically  and  alert  mentally, 
men  whose  services  are  worth  much  more  than  the 
compensation  they  receive.  All  employees  of  the 
life  saving  service  have  been  under  the  civil  service 
since  1896. 

The  surfmen  aie  on  duty  from  sunset  to  sun- 
rise. If  the  day  is  cloudy  or  thick,  the  tour  of  duty 
covers  the  entire  twenty-four  hours,  dividing  the 
watches  of  two  men  for  four  hours,  one  man  going 
to  the  right  and  the  other  to  the  left.  Throughout 
the  night  the  whole  coast  is  patrolled,  a man  from 
each  station  meeting  a man  from  the  next  station 
half  way,  the  men  exchanging  checks  representing 
their  standing  number  in  the  crew  from  their  re- 
spective stations,  as  a time  check  on  each  other. 
VVhen  patrols  do  not  meet  a time  detector  is  car- 
ried. This  is  wound  with  a key  kept  in  a safe  at 
the  terminus  of  their  patrol.  When  on  patrol  each 
man  carries  a set  of  Coston  signals,  for  use  in  warn- 
ing vessels  of  their  approaching  danger,  and  also 
to  notify  those  on  the  wrecks  that  they  have  been 
discovered  and  that  succor  is  at  hand.  By  a code 
of  signals  arranged  by  the  Government  and  an- 
nounced through  the  service  to  the  masters  of  ves- 
sels, the  surfmen  can  also  communicate  by  these 
lights  with  vessels  in  distress.  Upon  discovering 
a vessel  standing  into  danger  the  patrol  at  once  ig- 
nites one  of  these  signals,  which  emits  a brilliant 
red  flame  of  two  minutes’  duration.  After  this  the 
patrolman  hastens  to  his  station  for  assistance.  It 
the  use  of  a boat  is  practicable,  either  the  large  life- 
boat is  launched  from  its  ways  in  the  station,  the 
men  rowing  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck,  or  the  lighter 
surfboat  is  hauled  overland  on  its  carriage  with 
broad  light  wheels  to  a point  opposite  the  wreck, 
and  there  launched  as  circumstances  may  require. 
Instructions  for  the  proper  action  on  board  vessels 
under  this  emergency  are  issued  by  the  Government 
and  the  apparatus  lines  have  attached  to  them  tags 
in  which  the  instructions  are  printed  in  French  and 
English. 

In  the  Rhode  Island  service  the  life  savers  have 


performed  excellent  service  at  very  many  wrecks. 
Captain  Knowles  has  compiled  from  the  records  of 
the  service  a list  of  over  five  hundred  wrecks  in 
the  Third  Life-Saving  District  at  which  the  crews 
of  the  life  saving  stations  rendered  assistance,  for 
the  Sunday  Journal.  It  is  supplemented  by  the 
recollection  of  reliable  persons  as  to  wrecks  which 
occurred  before  the  records  of  the  service  began, 
and  Captain  Knowles,  who  is  noted  in  the  service 
for  being  painstaking  and  reliable,  says  he  believes 
it  to  be  absolutely  accurate.  It  is  not  a complete  list 
of  the  wrecks  along  the  coast  included  in  the  limits 
of  his  district,  for  it  comprises  only  wrecks  in 
which  the  life  savers  performed  service,  but  as  the 
number  of  wrecks  at  which  they  can  do  nothing  is 
small  the  list  will  be  found  almost  complete.  It  is, 
with  the  details,  the  first  list  of  the  kind  ever  pub- 
lished in  its  entirety. 

The  largest  losses  of  life  at  any  of  these  wrecks 
were  at  the  wreck  of  the  streamer  “Metis,”  run 
down  and  sunk  off  Watch  Hill,  Aug.  31,  1872.  by 
the  schooner  “Nettie  Cushing,”  when  sixty-five  lives 
are  known  to  have  been  lost ; and  the  wreck  of  the 
“Atlantic,”  a nearly  new  steamboat  of  the  Norwich 
Line,  that  dragged  ashore  on  the  west  end  of  Fish- 
er’s Island,  Thanksgiving  night,  Nov.  26,  1846, 
when  forty-three  lives  were  lost.  George  \\  . 
Smith,  once  a cook  at  the  Watch  Hill  station, 
an  eye-witness  to  this  disaster,  says  the  bodies 
were  carried  over  the  banks  in  ox-carts.  The 
“Atlantic”  was  a fine  new  steamer,  belonging 
to  the  Norwich  & Worcester  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  went  ashore  on  Fisher’s  Island  near 
the  entrance  of  the  New  London  harbor.  When 
the  steamer  struck  the  shore,  the  dashing  of 
the  waves  against  her  frame  caused  her  bell  to 
toll.  The  tone  of  this  bell  was  uncommonly  clear 
and  shrill,  and  heard  at  such  a time  seemed  like  a 
peal  from  another  world.  It  was  frequently  heard 
after  the  catastrophe.  The  “Nettie  Cushing,” 
which  collided  with  the  “Metis,”  is  a small 
schooner,  of  117  tonnage  gross,  and  was  built  in 
1867  at  Thomaston,  Maine,  from  which  port  she 
now  hails.  She  is  only  seventy-seven  feet  over  all. 

The  steam  barge  “Magella”  foundered  between 
Block  Island  and  Point  Judith,  Oct.  ii,  1894.  when 
all  on  board  perished.  All  the  members  of  the  crew 
of  the  schooner  “Warrior,”  eleven  in  number,  were 
drowned  and  all  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  “Adri- 
ana” were  frozen  to  death,  when  the  two  schooners 
struck  on  the  northern  part  of  Block  Island.  Some 
of  the  men  were  found  hanging,  frozen  stiff  in  the 
rigging,  w'here  they  had  been  lashed,  when  the  life 
savers  reached  them  after  the  wreck  of  the  “Adri- 
ana,” Jan.  3,  1884.  All  on  board  were  lost  in  the 
wTeck-  of  the  “Sarah  W.  Blake,”  run  dowm  in  a 
snow'storm  Jan.  i,  1882,  off  Green  Hill,  and  the 
schooner  “Nelson  Harvey,”  run  dowm  in  a fog 
near  Whale  Rock.  And  all  on  board  perished  in 
the  wreck  of  the  schooner  “Nausett.”  wrecked  on 
Noyes’  Beach,  Jan.  26,  1900.  There  are  no  better 
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men  in  the  Life  Saving  Service  than  those  at  the 
Rhode  Island  Stations,  and  no  class  of  men  deserve 
more  consideration  from  the  Government  than  the 
life  savers. 

Captain  Knowles  loves  the  water  and  nothing 
pleases  him  more  than  to  get  together  a party  of 
friends  and  take  them  in  his  launch  to  his  summer 
home  down  the  Point  Judith  Pond,  and  with  the 
launch  invariably  goes  a lunch,  for  the  Captain  real- 
izes that  good  salt  air  soon  brings  on  a ravenous 
appetite.  It  is  no  flattery  to  say  that  Captain 
Knowles  is  probably  more  beloved  by  the  many 
people  who  know  him  than  any  other  man  in  the 
south  county.  He  is  of  a social  disposition,  and  his 
greatest  delight  is  to  do  something  for  someone. 

He  is  a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  No.  25,  A. 
F.  & A.  M. ; Franklin  Chapter,  No.  27;  Narragan- 
sett  Commandery,  of  Westerly,  R.  I. ; and  Palestine 
Temple  of  the  ]\Iystic  Shrine. 

Captain  Knowles  married  (first)  June  24,  1879, 
Abbie  T.,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  Wha- 
ley, for  twenty-seven  years  keeper  of  the  Point 
Judith  Light.  After  her  death  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Jan.  30,  1895,  Cornelia  H.  Dixon,  daughter 
of  Henry  Clay  Dixon,  of  Peace  Dale,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  one  son,  Herbert  Piper,  Oct.  30, 
1897. 

(VII)  Edwin  Clarke  Knowles,  brother  of  Capt. 
Herbert  M.  Knowles,  and  son  of  Horatio  Nelson 
and  Nancy  G.  (Sisson)  Knowles,  was  born  at  the 
Knowles  homestead  at  Point  Judith,  adjoining  the. 
lighthouse,  Feb.  28,  1854.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  East  Greenwich  Academy,  and 
began  life  as  a teacher  in  the  public  schools,  at 
wLich  work  he  was  very  successful.  He  then  entered 
the  lumber  business  at  Narragensett  Pier,  under 
the  employment  of  William  C.  Caswell  and  J.  C. 
Tucker,  Jr.,  as  foreman.  Early  in  the  eighties  he 
entered  the  Signal  Service,  U.  S.  A.,  and  began 
training  at  Eort  Myer,  Va.  At  President  Garfield’s 
funeral  he  was  detailed  as  Chief  Orderly,  for  which 
he  received  several  letters  of  commendation  from 
Generals  Hazen  and  Greeley,  ^Captain  Strong  and 
others. 

While  connected  with  the  Signal  Service  he 
had  charge  of  the  stations  as  observer  at  Mount 
Washington,  Point  Judith,  Block  Island  and  Bal- 
timore. He  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of 
telegraphy,  and  was  an  expert  at  splicing  deep-sea 
cables.  On  account  of  the  latter  he  was  ordered 
to  take  charge  of  the  station  at  Tatoosh  Island, 
off  Cape  Flatter^',  Washington,  but  his  five  years’ 
enlistment  having  expired  he  gave  up  the  service, 
and  re-entered  the  employment  of  Mr.  Tucker, 
a position  he  held  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  April,  1904.  He  was  a member  of  Hope  Lodge, 
No.  25,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

(V)  William  Knowles  was  born  Sept.  7,  1763, 
and  died  Sept.  23,  1815.  He  married  Sept.  7,  1783, 
Sarah  Stanton,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Stanton,  and 
she  bore  him  a large  family.  He  with  his  youngest 


son,  William,  w^as  drowned  in  the  September  gale 
of  1815,  while  trying  to  save  his  boats  in  the  Salt 
Pond.  Three  of  his  workmen  were  lost  at  the  same 
time.  The  children  were:  Benjamin  S.,  born  in 
1784,  married  Sally  Kenyon,  and  died  May  16, 
1880;  Hazard,  born  Dec.  15,  1785,  married  Susan 
Kenyon,  and  died  July  13,  1873;  Sally,  born  Nov. 
10,  1787,  married  John  Congdon,  June  ii,  1806, 
and  died  in  1816;  William,  born  Nov.  26,  1789, 
died  Sept.  23,  1815;  Renewed,  born  Feb.  26,  1792, 
married  Oct.  ii,  1810,  James  Congdon,  and  died 
Sept.  23,  1869;  Margaret,  born  in  1794,  married 
John  Congdon,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1823;  Harriet, 
born  in  1796,  died  in  1798;  Harriet  (2),  born  in 
1799,  married  Benjamin  Congdon,  and  died  Jan. 
18,  1824;  Hannah  married  James  Brown;  Alary 
Ann  married  E.  R.  P.  Kenyon. 

(VI)  Benjamin  S.  Knowles,  born  in  1784,  died 
Alay  16,  1880.  He  married  June  21,  1807,  Sarah 
Kenyon,  and  they'  had  ten  children,  namely : Ben- 
jamin G.,  born  Jan.  25,  1808,  married  Hannah 
Congdon,' and  died  Nov.  17,  1866;  Peter  A.,  born 
Alay  5,  1809,  married  Jane  Stanton,  and  died  Alay 
28,  1896;  James  C.,  born  Jan.  29,  1811,  married 
Susan  Kenyon,  and  died  Oct.  i,  1855;  Stephen 
Decatur,  born  Dec.  29,  1812,  died  Sept,  ii,  1855; 
Caleb  was  born  Nov.  7,  1814;  William  H.,  Sept. 
12,  1816;  Hazard,  July  2,  1818;  Louis,  March  29, 
1820;  Sarah,  born  March  29,  1820,  married  Car- 
der Hazard,  and  died  April  28,  1893;  Daniel  S.  was 
born  Alarch  16,  1822. 

(VII)  Daniel  S.  Knowles  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown  March  16,  1822,  and  there  died  iVpril 
28,  1893.  He  married  Emeline  L.  Knowles,  daugh- 
ter of  Hazard  and  Susan  (Kenyon)  Knowles,  his 
first  cousin.  In  1849  with  many  other  adventurers 
he  went  to  California,  but  soon  returned  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  Point  Judith  for  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Knowles  wer^  born  nine 
children,  eight  daughters  and  one  son,  as  follows : 
Ella  AI.,  born  Alay  23,  1853,  married  Horace  N. 
Alay  and  had  two  sons — Frank  Elisha,  born  Alarch 

25,  1881,  and  Lewis  Nelson,  born  Sept.  16,  1883. 
Clara,  born  Alay  31,  1855,  died  July  3,  1855.  Ida 
West,  born  July  30,  1856,  married  George  Knowles, 
and  both  are  now  deceased,  leaving  four 
children — Edna  Lizzie  (deceased),  Herbert  Stan- 
ton (who  married  Alarietta  Capwell  Sept.  12, 
1906),  Archie  Wilfred  and  Wallace  Clifford.  Ern- 
est Lester,  born  Aug.  17,  1858,  married  Eva  Brown, 
and  had  Pierce  Ernest,  deceased,  and  Alargaret  E., 
born  Alay  3,  1896.  Lillian,  born  Nov.  16,  i860, 
died  July  i,  1861.  Susan  Emma  was  born  Nov. 

26,  1862.  Sarah  Boss,  born  Sept.  6,  1865,  married, 

Dec.  3,  1884,  John  R.  Champlin,  and  hatl  nine  chil- 
dren, Ijxirry  Stanton  (born  Aug.  9,  1866),  Arthur 
Browning  (June  5,  1888),  Susie  Annie  (March  26, 
1890),  Leon  Alayfield  (Oct.  27,  1892),  Edith 

Clarke  (Oct.  12,  1895),  Norman  Bishop  (Oct.  12, 
1895,  died  Oct.  21,  1900),,  Harold  Knowles  (born 
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Oct.  22,  1897),  Ruth  Bishop  (born  March  8, 
1901),  and  Dorothy  Watkins  (born  Aug.  3,  1902). 
Hattie  Stanton,  born  March  14,  1871,  married, 

June  3,  1896,  Frederick  Brown  Tucker,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Trassar  Stanton.  Nellie  Frances 
was  born  Nov.  3,  1873. 

(VI)  Hazard  Knowles,  second  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Stanton)  Knowles,  was  born  Dec.  15, 
1785,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  dying  July  13, 
1873,  aged  nearly  eighty-eight.  He  was  a farmer 
at  Point  Judith,  and  also  carried  on  a butcher’s 
shop,  supplying  the  village  with  meat.  He  was 
quite  a prominent  man  locally,  active  in  politics, 
and  served  both  as  assessor  and  as  a member  of 
the  State  Legislature.  He  married  Susan,  daugh- 
ter of  Gardiner  Kenyon,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children : ( i ) William  G.  was 

born  April  i,  1814.  (2)  Susan  A.  was  born  Sept. 

25,  1816,  and  died  Feb.  23,  1888.  She  married 
Dec.  26,  1836,  George  C.  Knowles.  (3)  Nathan 
H.,  born  Dec.  18,  1818,  married,  in  1847,  Sarah  H. 
Brown,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1889.  (4)  Alexander 

was  born  Oct.  2,  1820.  (5)  Mary  A.,  born  Jan. 

12,  1823,  married  Daniel  Sherman.  (6),  Harriet 
Congdon  was  born  Nov.  28,  1824.  (7)  Elizabeth 

Lucretia,  born  Oct.  ii,  1826,  was  married  Jan.  ii, 
1847,  to  Gardiner  S.  Barber.  (8)  Hazard  Gardi- 
ner was  born  Aug.  2,  1828,  married  Caroline  E. 
Knowles,  and  died  Feb.  3,  1892.  (9)  William  Nel- 
son, born  Dec.  2,  1830,  died  Feb.  22,  1836.  (10) 

Emeline  L.,  born  May  23,  1832,  married  Daniel  S. 
Knowles,  (ii)  Louisa  A.  was  born  July  7,  1834. 
(12)  Jane  Frances  was  born  Sept.  3,  1836.  (13) 

William  Henry,  born  July  i,  1839,  was  the  young- 
est of  the  family. 

(VH)  William  Henry  Knowles  was  born 
in  South  Kingstown  July  i,  1839,  in  the  house 
which  has  ever  since  been  his  home.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Point  Judith  school,  and  since  then  has 
been  engaged  in  farming.  He  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  the  history  and  relics  of  the  early  days 
of  this  country,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  private 
collections  of  Indian  relics  in  the  State.  Alost  of 
his  relics  were  found  in  the  Narragansett  country. 
In  politics  Mr.  Knowles  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  served  as  assessor  of  taxes  in  South  Kings- 
town. On  Sept.  27,  1866,  occurred  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Stanton  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  H.  (Stanton)  Nichols.  To  them  one  son  has 
been  born,  Elmer  Stanton  Knowles,  Feb.  6,  1869. 
He  attended  the  South  Kingstown  schools  and  the 
Mystic  V’alley  Institute,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
farming. 

IMrs.  Sarah  S.  Knowles  belongs  to  the  old 
Nichols  family,  of  Rhode  Island,  founded  in  South 
Kingstown  by  Andrew  Nichols,  and  her  line  of  de- 
scent is  as  follows: 

(I)  Andrew  Nichols  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
after  coming  ‘to  America  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 
He  married  Rachel  Puttell,  a Frenchwoman,  and 
they  had  the  following  children : Andrew,  who 


married  Ann  Taylor;  John,  who  married  Phoebe 
Reynolds;  Martha,  wife  of  Daniel  Dyer;  Eunice, 
who  was  the  wife  of  James  Congdon;  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

(II)  John  Nichols  and  his  wife  Phoebe  had 
one  child,  John, 

(HI)  John  Nichols  (2)  was  born  May  13, 
1777,  and  died  June  17,  1855.  As  a young  man  he 
was  a blacksmith,  but  for  many  years  he  was  blind. 
He  spent  his  life  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his 
grandson,  Oliver  W.  On  Jan.  27,  1803,  John 
Nichols  married  Nancy  Taylor,  who  was  born  P'eb. 
22,  1782,  and  died  Dec.  10,  1859.  A family  of  eight 
children  was  born  to  them,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters:  (i)  Benjamin,  born  May  10,  1804, 
married  Mary  Hull,  and  died  Sept.  18,  1843.  (2) 
Mary  R.  was  born  Aug.  8,  1806,  and  died  July  ii, 
1831.  She  became  the  wife  of  William  Brown. 
(3)  John  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Knowles.  (4) 
William  T.  was  born  May  28,  1813.  He  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Watson,  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  Oliver  W.,  and  (second)  Mary  Watson.  (5) 
Isaac,  born  Oct.  19,  1815,  married  Elizabeth  Brown. 
(6)  Phoebe  A.,  born  Jan.  ii,  1819,  married  Oliver 
Watson,  and  died  March  30,  1904.  (7)  Joseph 

Taylor,  born  in  1822,  married  Marietta  Hazard. 
(8)  Elizabeth,  born  June  19,  1824,  was  married  in 
March,  1858,  to  William  Watson. 

(IV)  John  Nichols  (3)  was  born  March  24, 
1810,  in  South  Kingstown.  His  active  life  was 
spent  in  farming  at  Tower  Hill,  but  his  last  years 
were  passed  in  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Knowles,  at  Point  Judith,  where  he  died  Nov.  ii, 
1879.  Mrs.  Knowles  was  a daughter  by  his  sec- 
ond wife.  He  married  (first)  Jan.  i,  1834,  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Hazard.  She  died  April 
I,  1841,  the  mother  of  four  sons,  born  as  follows: 
John  H.,  March  23,  1835,  deceased  Feb.  28,  1905; 
George  C.,  June  17,  1836,  died  Feb.  2,  1841  ; 
Thomas  H.,  July  6,  1838,  died  Dec.  18,  1839;  and 
Charles  H.,  Oct.  14,  1840,  died  Feb.  14,  1841.  His 
second  marriage  occurred  Jan.  19,  1842,  when  he 
was  united  to  Ann  Hoxie  Stanton,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Sherman)  Stanton*.  They 
had  three  daughters:  Sarah  Stanton,  Mrs. 
Knowles,  is  the  eldest,  born  July  29,  1843.  Mary 
Ann,  born  May  2,  1847,  was  married  Nov.  2,  1868, 
to  James  A.  Madison,  of  North  Kingstown,  and 
they  had  two  daughters — Anna  Stanton  (born  Jan. 
28,'  1871,  a teacher  in  the  Pierce  street  school, 
Providence)  and  Hortense  A.  (May  3,  1872,  who 
was  married  Dec.  24,  1897,  to  Arthur  Eli  Booth). 
Harriet  Newell.  Mrs.  Knowles’  youngest  sister, 
was  born  ^lay  10,  1853,  and  was  married  Jan.  13, 
1875,  to  Capt.  Eugene  E.  Saunders,  a resident  of 
Pensacola,  Florida. 

(VI I)  Nathan  Hazard  Knowles,  son  of  Haz- 
ard Knowles,  was  born  Dec.  18,  1818,  on  the  home- 
stead at  Point  Judith,  where  the  family  has  lived 
for  four  generations.  He  went  to  the  public  schools 
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there,  and  later  settled  down  to  a farmer's  life  on  the 
Jndt^e  Nathan  O.  Kenyon  farm.  An  adherent  of 
the  Baptist  faith,  he  belonged  to  that  church  in 
W akefield,  and  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
church  at  Point  Judith,  being  one  of  the  fourteen 
charter  members.  He  died  Oct.  8.  1889.  when  over 
.seventy  years  of  age.  Nathan  H.  Knowles  mar- 
ried Sarah  Harrington  Brown,  but  in  December, 
1852.  was  left  a widower  with  two  sons.  After  the 
mother’s  death  an  uncle  and  aunt,  iMr.  and  Mrs. 
Jeremiah  C.  Potter,  came  to  make  their  home  with 
IMr.  Knowles,  and  bring  up  the  children.  iNlrs. 

1 ’otter  was  a sister  of  jNlrs.  Sarah  H.  Knowdes. 
Charles  Horace  was  the  eldest  son  and  the  young- 
est, Ralph  Hastings  was  born  May  19,  1851.  He 
married  Abbie  F.,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  C.  Peek-' 
ham,  and  has  two  children.  Grace  and  Nathaniel. 

(A’lII)  CiiARLE.s  Hor.\ce  Know  les,  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Point  Judith,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  Sept.  15,  1849.  He  at- 
tended school  there  and  at  WHkefield  and  also  went 
to  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  On  Nov.  13, 
1873,  he  was  married  to  Julia  Ann  Clarke,  wdio 
was  horn  June  ii,  1854,  daughter  of  Carter  Haz- 
ard Clarke.  The  young  couple  began  housekeep- 
ing in  the  same  house  w’here  his  father  and  mother 
had  spent  their  first  years  of  married  life,  and 
where  in  turn  the  youngest  son  of  Charles  H.  later 
brought  his  bride.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Knowles  has 
been  a lifelong  fanner,  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful. In  religious  faith  he  is  a Baptist,  having 
united  with  the  church  at  Wakefield  in  1867.  He 
has  since  become  a constituent  member,  first  of  the 
church  at  Xarragansett  Pier  and  later  at  Point  Ju- 
dith. Always  an  active  worker,  he  was  a deacon  of 
the  church  at  the  Pier  and  is  now  deacon  and  clerk 
at  Point  Judith,  besides  having  been  for  about  six- 
teen years  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Charles  H. 
and  Julia  A.  Knowdes,  namely;  Lillian  Ethel 
born  March  7,  1877,  a graduate  of  the  Normal 
school,  and  a successful  and  popular  teacher ; Als- 
ton Winfield,  born  Jan.  i,'  1800:  and  Leroy  Weston, 
born  June  8,  1881.  The  younger  son  was  married 
to  iMiss  .A.my  Whiting  X'aughn,  and  they  reside  at 
Mattapoisett,  i\Iass.,  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Dorothy  Clarke,  horn  April  4,  1904,  and  one  son, 
Horace  Whiting,  born  March  19,  1906. 

H.AZARD.  The  Hazard  family  has  been  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  in  the 
New  England  States,  and  many  of  its  members 
have  become  very  prominent  factors  in  the  pro- 
fessional and  business  world.  The  North  Kings- 
town branch  of  this  family  had  its  honored  and  re- 
spected sons  in  the  late  Thomas  Arnold  Hazard, 
M.  1).,  w ho  was  one  of  the  leading  practitioners  of 
his  section  of  Rhode  Island  during  his  life,  and 
Job  Watson  Hazard,  who  was  during  his  active 
business  career  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his 


community.  The  genealogy  of  this  branch  of  the 
Hazard  family  follows,  in  chronological  order. 

(I)  Thomas  Hazard,  born  in  1610,  appears 
first  of  record  in  America  at  Boston  in  1635,  and 
was  admitted  a freeman  there  in  1638  and  two 
vears  later  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  first  town  officers  of  New'port, 
along  with  Coddington,  Easton,  Coggeshall,  Bren- 
ton,  Clarke,  Bull  and  Dyre.  i\lr.  Hazard  w'as 
made  a freeman  of  Newport  in  1639,  and  in  1640 
was  appointed  a member  of  the  General  Court  of 
Elections.  He  married  (first)  Martha.  She  died 
in  1669.  and  he  married  (second)  iMartha,  widow 
of  Thomas  Sherifif.  Elis  children  were:  Robert, 
Ixjrn  in  1635,  in  England  or  Ireland;  Elizabeth; 
Hannah  and  iNIartha. 

(II)  Robert  Hazard,  born  in  1635,  married 
Mary,  born  in  1639.  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anne  Brownell,  who  lived  to  be  one  hundred  years 
old,  dying  Jan.  28.  1739.  her  obituary  setting  forth 
that  she  was  accounted  a very  useful  gentlew'oman, 
etc.  Robert  Hazard  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1665,  and  from  that  time  until 
1698  his  name  often  appears  in  the  Colonial  records 
as  chosen  to  fill  some  important  position.  In  1671 
he  bought  500  acres  of  land  in  Kings  Towm,  and  in 
1687  he  was  taxed  in  that  towm  ; and  not  long  there- 
after built  his  house  there.  This  house  was  still 
standing  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. In  1695  he  gave  to  his  son  George  the  larger 
part  of  the  Kings  Town  purchase.  In  1710,  a 
.short  time  before  his  death.  Robert  sold  to  his  son 
Robert  the  remaining  part  of  his  farm,  wdth  “my 
manor  house  wdiere  I now  live,”  and  the  latter, 
in  1718,  gave  it  by  will  to  his  son  Robert,  after  his 
mother’s  death,  making  three  Roberts  who  had  suc- 
cessively owned  and  occupied  the  old  house.  The 
latter,  ui)on  the  death  of  his  grandmother,  in  1739, 
.sold  to  his  uncle  George  the  remaining  part  of  the 
farm;  it  went  next  by  will  in  1743  to  George’s  son, 
Col.  Thomas,  who  in  1748  sold  it  to  John  Rose. 
In  1,695  Robert  Hazard  gave  to  his  son  Jeremiah 
200  acres  of  land  in  Tiverton.  R.  I.  Robert  Hazard 
died  in  1710.  His  children  were:  Thomas,  born 
in  1660  : George  : Stephen  ; iMartha  : Mary  ; Robert ; 
Jeremiah  ; and  Hannah. 

(III)  Robert  Hazard  (2)  married  Amey 

, and  they  resided  in  the  tow’ii  of  Exeter. 

R.  I.,  then  a part  of  Kingstown,  as  in  his  will  he 
gave  to  his  son  Jeffrey  300  acres  of  land  which  he 
called  “the  farm  where  I now  live,"  as  Jeffrey 
gave  by  deed  to  his  son  Jeremiah  this  farm,  calling 
it  “my  homestead  farm."  To  his  son  Thomas, 
Robert  gave  260  acres  in  the  town  of  Westerly, 
R.  I. ; to  his  son  Roliert  he  gave  the  old  manor 
or  house  and  120  acres  given  to  him  by  his  father; 
and  to  each  of  his  daughters  he  gave  wdien  of  age 
one  hnndrcd  pounds.  ^Ir.  Hazard's  death  occurred 
in  1718.  His  children  were:  Jeffrey;  Susanna; 
Robert ; Thomas  ; Amey  ; and  Mary. 
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(IVO  Jeffrey  Hazard,  born  Sept.  29,  1698, 

married  Mary  . In  1718  his  father  gave 

him  by  will  300  acres  of  land  in  Point  Judith  with 
the  mansion  house,  “where  I now  live.”  Jeffrey  was 
to  bring  up  the  younger  children,  all  of  them  then 
being  under  age.  In  1722  he  bought  of  James 
Kenyon  300  acres  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  then  a part  of 
North  Kingstown,  as  Exeter  was  not  set  off  from 
that  town  until  1743.  By  deed  of  gift  dated  1751 
he  gave  this  land  calling  it  “my  homestead  farm” 
to  his  eldest  son  Jeremiah.  Authority  says  that 
“Stout  Jeffrey,”  for  such  this  Jeffrey  was  called, 
lived  in  Boston  Neck,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Governor  Brown  farm.  If  this  is  a fact  then  he 
must  have  been  a tenant,  and  not  owner  of  the 
farm,  as  this  farm  was  and  has  been  since  1739 
or  earlier,  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Hazard 
(3)  and  his  direct  descendants.  Mr.  Hazard  was 
a man  of  great  strength ; it  is  said  of  him  that  he 
lifted  a blue  stone  weighing  by  the  scales  1,620 
pounds  to  its  place  on  the  foundation  of  a stone 
wall.  It  is  also  said  that  he  once  had  an  encounter 
with  a man  of  great  strength,  who  had  come  from 
a long  distance  to  meet  the  Narragansett  giant. 
When  the  man  dismounted  from  his  horse  and 
stated  his  errand,  Jeffrey  picked  him  up  and  pitched 
him  over  the  wall,  and  then  threw  the  horse  over 
to  keep  his  master  company.  Mr.  Hazard  was 
deputy  from  Kingstown  almost  interruptedly  from 
1735  to  1758.  He  died  in  1767.  His  children 
were:  Jeremiah;  Susanna;  Robert;  Jeffrey;  Han- 
nah and  Patience. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Hazard,  born  Aug.  13.  1726, 
married  Mary,  born  in  1726.  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Patience  (Northup)  Hazard.  He  was  given 
300  acres  of  land  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  by  bis  father, 
and  upon  this  land  he  resided.  He  died  June  23, 
1795,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Oct.  22,  1816. 
Their  only  child  was  Thomas. 

(VI)  Thomas  Hazard,  born  in  1753,  married 
Lucy  Congdon,  who  was  born  in  1763.  They  died, 
he  Feb.  15.  1815.  and  she,  Dec.  30,  1807.  Their 
children  were:  Abby,  born  in  1789;  Arnold,  born 
in  1792;  Lucy;  and  Jeremiah. 

(VH)  Arnold  Hazard  was  born  in  1792,  and 
died  March  19,  1856.  He  married  Hannah  Wat- 
son, daughter  of  Job  and  Phebe  (Weeden)  W'at- 
son.  She  was  born  Aug.  i,  1792,  and  passed  away 
April  25,  1885.  Their  children  were:  Lucy,  born 
in  September,  1810,  died  in  1816;  Jeremiah, 
born  in  1812,  married  Susan  Browning,  and  died 
Aug.  27,  1872;  Thomas  Arnold  is  mentioned  be- 
low ; Job  Watson  is  mentioned  below ; and  Daniel 
Watson,  born  in  1820,  made  his  home  in  James- 
town, R.  L,  until  his  death  Sept.  18,  1848. 

(VHI)  Thomas  Arnold  Hazard,  M.  D.,  son 
of  Arnold  and  Hannah  (Watson)  Hazard,  was 
born  Sept.  30,  1813,  in  Jamestown,  R.  L,  and  died 
Dec.  8,  1886,  in  South  Kingstown.  R.  I.  For  more 
than  half  a century  he  was  a very  prominent  and 
conspicuous  figure  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 


where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession.  After  acquiring  his  early 
educational  training  he  decided  upon  the  medical 
l)rofession  for  his  life  work,  and  began  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  office  of  the  late  Dr.  William 
Turner,  a noted  Newport  physician,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  he  settled  in  South  KingstowTi, 
where  he  had  his  office  over  the  store  adjoining  the 
residence  of  William  H.  Potter,  living  there  and 
taking  his  meals  at  Philip  Taylor’s,  and  later  with 
his  son,  John  N.  Taylor.  Dr.  Hazard  was  a ph\- 
sician  of  the  allopathic  school,  and  being  not  only 
skilled  in  the  dispensation  of  medicines,  but  in  sur- 
gery as  well,  he  soon  accjuired  a very  lucrative 
practice.  He  was  made  a freeman  of  South  Kings- 
town in  1835,  immediately  began  taking  a very 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  He  was 
made  town  physician  in  1838.  and  served  almost 
continuously  in  that  capacity  until  1863,  making  in 
all  twenty-one  years'  active  service  in  that  po- 
sition. In  1841  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the 
committee  to  examine  school  teachers,  and  served 
as  a member  of  this  committee  for  a period  of 
five  years.  In  1851  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  school  committee,  serving  as  such  until  1854, 
and  again  from  1859  to  1872,  making  twenty-one 
years  of  service  on  that  committee.  In  1858  he 
succeeded  Edwin  W.  Hazard  as  town  treasurer, 
and  held  that  office  until  1883,  managing  the  finan- 
ces of  the  town  with  marked  ability  and  efficiency, 
especially  during  the  trying  times  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  many  of 
the  financial  matters  of  the  town,  and  was  for  many 
years  trustee  of  the  Sewall  Fund  and  the  Kings- 
town school  fund,  and  for  a number  of  years  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  was  a director  of  the  Kings- 
town Bank,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  finances 
Doctor  Hazard's  advice  and  counsel  was  sought 
and  as  often  heeded.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Dr.  Hazard  was  identified  with  the  American  party 
during  the  "Know  Nothing”  excitement,  and  was 
the  last  candidate  of  that  party  for  State  Senator 
in  1861.  Many  times  thereafter  he  was  urged  to 
become  a candidate  for  the  legislature,  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  he  always  refused  to  accept  the 
nomination.  Although  Dr.  Hazard  had  been  so 
active  in  public  affairs  he  nevertheless  kept  himself 
posted  on  the  advances  made  in  his  profession,  and 
by  study  kept  himself  well  versed  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  medical  science,  and  his  life  was  not 
only  a success  from  a material  standpoint,  but 
also  in  his  relations  to  his  fellowmen.  He  ever 
took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted 
town,  and,  indeed,  was  a useful  citizen  in  the  com- 
munity. Possessed  of  clear  judgment,  manly 
courage  and  positive  convictions,  his  opinions 
carried  weight,  and  his  counsel  was  sought  and 
was  accorded  respectful  consideration.  His  sound 
business  principles,  marked  executive  ability  and 
conservative  methods  in  all  his  dealings  had  made 
him  trusted  beyond  the  ordinary,  and  he  proved 
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himself  true  to  every  confidence  imposed  in  him. 
He  was  well  versed  in  the  principles  of  good  gov- 
ernment, a fact  which  had  made  itself  apparent  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  fulfilled  his  public 
positions,  his  services  having  been  characterized  by 
rare  good  judgment  and  the  most  honorable  obser- 
vance of  the  rights  and  needs  of  his  constituents. 
He  was  courteous  and  afifable  in  manner,  winning 
the  admiration  of  casual  associates  and  the  lasting 
esteem  of  those  who  knew  him  best.  As  a prac- 
titioner, Dr.  Hazard  was  skilled  and  proficient, 
and  was  endowed  in  an  unusual  degree  with  the 
qualities  which  constitute  a good  physician.  At 
the  bed-side  of  the  sick  he  was  calm,  self-possessed, 
cheerful  and  helpful.  He  was  not  content  with 
present  achievements,  but  devoted  his  spare  mo- 
ments to  study,  keeping  himself  thoroughly  posted 
on  the  latest  discoveries  known  to  medical  science. 
In  the  annals  of  South  Kingstown  the  name  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Arnold  Hazard  fills  a prominent  place, 
and  in  his  death  that  town  lost  one  of  its  most 
substantial,  progressive  and  respected  citizens. 

(VIII)  Job  Watson  Hazard,  son  of  Arnold 
and  Hannah  (Watson)  Hazard,  was  born  IMarch 
25,  1816,  in  Jamestown,  and  passed  away  Aug. 
4,  1884,  in  the  same  place.  After  attending  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  he  took  up  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  he  followed  with  success  during 
his  life.  He  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  in  Jamestown.  Like  his  brother. 
Dr.  Thomas  Arnold  Hazard,  he  also  took  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  during  the  ex- 
citement of  the  Dorr,  war  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1842, 
he  gave  his  services  to  his  State.  Mr.  Hazard 
served  for  a number  of  years  as  town  sergeant, 
and  held  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor  at 
the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Although  of 
rather  a quiet  and  retiring  disposition,  he  possessed 
those  traits  of  character  and  manner  which  won 
and  held  for  him  many  warm  and  stanch  friend- 
ships, and  as  a citizen  he  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  his 
useful  and  exemplary  life  had  been  spent.  Mr. 
Hazard  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Ann 
Eliza  Weeden,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Chase) 
Weeden,  and  she  passed  away  iMarch  7,  1841.  His 
second  wife  was  iMrs.  Sarah  Ann  Gardiner.  His 
first  marriage  was  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Lucy 
Ann  Hazard,  who  was  born  Nov.  28,  1837. 

On  Feb.  3,  1859,  Lucy  Ann  Hazard  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Eben  N.  Tefft,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I., 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  children  as  fol- 
lows : Thomas  Arnold  Hazard,  born  March  22, 
1861,  makes  his  home  at  North  Dartmouth,  Mass.; 
he  married  Abby  Winslow  Swift,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Lucy  Catherine,  Helen  M.,  and  Ar- 
nold Hazard.  Jeremiah  Hazard,  born  May  21, 
1865,  married  ]\Iary  Agnes  Toomey,  and  they  re- 
side in  Jamestown,  R.  I.  Hannah  Watson,  born 
Feb.  II,  1870,  is  at  home.  Job  Weeden,  born  April 
24,  1872,  married  Adeline  Dawson  Frasier.  Jesse 


Cottrell  was  born  Aug.  3,  1873,  and  married  Jen- 
nie A.  W.  Barber,  and  they  reside  in  Jamestown, 
Rhode  Island. 

CUTLER.  Eor  sixt}'  and  more  years  there  has 
resided  in  Warren  a branch  of  the  old  Cutler  fam- 
ily of  New  England,  one  identified  with  its  history 
for  only  a little  less  time  than  the  families  of  the 
“jMayflower”  passengers  themselves.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  immediate  family  of  the  late  Hon. 
Charles  Russell  Cutler,  himself,  perhaps,  the  most 
eminent  citizen  of  recent  years  of  the  town  of  War- 
ren, where  still  reside  his  widow,  two  daughters 
and  two  of  his  sons,  the  latter  now  active  business 
men  and  useful  citizens  of  that  community,  Ed- 
ward R.,  former  collector  of  taxes,  and.  Charles 
W.,  town  moderator. 

These  gentlemen  are  descendants  in  the  ninth 
generation  from  James  Cutler,  their  American  an- 
cestor of  record  about  1634,  from  whom  their  lin- 
eage is  through  Thomas,  Jonathan,  Jonathan  (2), 
Jonathan  (3),  John,  Eli  L.,  and  Charles  R.  Cutler. 
These  generations  in  detail  and  in  the  order  named 
follow : 

(I)  James  Cutler,  born  in  1606,  in  England, 
came  to  New  England  and  settled  in  Watertown, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1634,  and  here  is  found  the  first 
record  of  the  family  in  America.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  grantees  of  land  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town  and  at  various  times  had  a number  of 
grants  of  land.  About  1651  he  settled  at  Cam- 
bridge Farms  (now  Lexington,  Mass.).  He  is 
presumed  to  have  built  one  of  the  first  houses  at 
the  Farms.  His  first  wife,  Ann,  was  buried  Sept. 
30,  1644,  and  for  his  second  he  married,  March  9, 
1645,  Mary,  widow  of  Thomas  King.  She  died 
Dec.  7,  1654,  and  he  married  (third)  about  1662 
Phebe,  daughter  of  John  Page.  Mr.  Cutler  died 
i\Iay  17,  1694.  His  children,  all  born  in  Water- 
town,  were;  James,  born  6th  day,  9th  month, 
1635;  Hannah,  born  26th  day,  5th  month,  1638; 
Elizabeth,  born  28th  day,  nth  month,  1640;  Mary, 
born  29th  day,  3d  month,  1644;  Elizabeth,  born 
20th  day,  5th  month,  1646;  Thomas,  born  about 
1648;  Sarah,  born  in  1653;  Joanna;  John,  born 
May  9,  1663;  Samuel,  born  Nov.  18,  1664;  and 
Jerome. 

(II)  Lieut.  Thomas  Cutler,  born  about  1648, 
and  his  wife  Abigail  united  with  the  church  of 
Watertown  July  31,  1687,  and  on  the  gathering  of 
the  church  in  Lexington,  Mass.,  they  removed  their 
relations  to  it.  Mr.  Cutler  was  a subscriber  for  the 
first  meeting  held  in  the  town,  1692,  and  in  1694  he 
was  chosen  assessor.  Soon  after  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  of  Lexington,  Mass.,  1712,  he  was 
chosen  tythingman.  He  served  also  as  constable 
and  selectman  of  Lexington  and  held  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  the  military.  He  died  July  13,  1722. 
His  children,  born  at  Cambridge  Farms,  were:  Abi- 
gail, born  Oct.  31.  1674:  Thomas,  born  Jan.  19, 
1678;  Mary,  born  March  15,  1681;  Hannah,  born 
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March  7,  1683;  James,  baptized  in  Watertown, 
Jan.  9,  1687;  Jonathan,  baptized  in  Watertown, 
June  17,  1688;  and  Benjamin,  born  July  4,  1695. 

(III)  Jonathan  Cutler,  baptized  June  17,  1688, 
married  in  Watertown,  Aug.  17,  1710,  Abigail 
Bigalow.  Mr.  Cutler  bought  land  near  Five-mile 
run,  in  the  town  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  in  1709,  and 
in  1710  sold  it  and  removed  to  Colchester.  Later 
he  was  of  Bellingham,  Mass.  He  died  in  Killingly, 
Conn.,  about  1746.  His  children  were:  Abigail, 
born  Aug.  28,  1711,  in  Colchester,  Conn.;  Jona- 
than, born  Aug.  17,  1713,  in  Colchester;  Beach, 
born  July  4,  1716,  in  Colchester;  William,  born 
March  24,  1726-27,  in  Bellingham,  Mass.;  Stephen; 
and  Wyman. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Cutler  (2),  born  Aug.  17, 
1713,  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  married  Abigail  Cook, 
probably  of  Mendon,  Mass.  About  1738-40  Mr. 
Cutler  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York,  settling 
at  what  is  now  Dover  Furnace,  in  Dover,  and  a 
part  of  his  original  land  there  is  yet  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  descendants.  At  the  period  of  his 
going  to  that  point  the  country  was  wild,  and  the 
journey,  which  was  made  by  team — his  wife  and 
child  accompanying  him — was  attended  with  some 
danger,  as  was  also  their  early  life  in  Dover,  the 
Indians  being  still  hostile  at  that  period.  The  wife 
and  child  often  had  to  go  to  the  fields  with  the  fa- 
ther and  husband  for  safety.  Mr.  Cutler  died  in 
1789,  and  Mrs.  Cutler  about  1820.  Their  children 
were:  Jonathan,  born  about  1736-37;  Joseph,  born 
March  18,  1748,  in  Dover,  N.  Y. ; Stephen,  born 
March  18,  1748;  Roger;  William,  born  A-pril  29, 
1750;  Hannah;  and  Abigail. 

(V)  Jonathan  Cutler  (3),  born  about  1736-37, 
married  and  lived  in  Dover,  N.  Y.,  until  the  Revo- 
lution. He  died  from  the  effects  of  a wound  re- 
ceived in  1776-78,  on  neutral  ground.  His  children 
were  : John,  born  in  1767,  in  Dover,  N.  Y. ; David ; 
and  Sarah. 

(VI)  Deacon  John  Cutler,  born  in  1767,  in 
Dover,  N.  Y.,  married  Mary  and  settled  in  Balls- 
ton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Cutler  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  w'as  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  died 
Feb.  2,  1802.  His  children  were : John,  Eli 
Loren,  John  (2),  Hezekiah,  William  P.  and  Peter. 

(VII)  Eli  Loren  Cutler,  born  at  Ballston,  in 
Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  married  Sylvia  Mary  Dar- 
lan,  of  Ballston,  N.  Y.  Later  Mr.  Cutler  removed 
to  Weedsport,  N.  Y.,  and  in  about  1852  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  His  children  were:  Lewis  H.,  Charles 
Russell,  Clinton,  James  A.,  and  a daughter. 

(VHI)  Charles  Russell  Cutler,  born  Dec. 
10,  1822,  in  Ballston,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  married 
(first)  May  4,  1845,  Celinda  Carpenter,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Carpenter,  of  Seekonk,  Mass.,  and  a 
descendant  of  William  Carpenter,  early  of  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.  Mrs.  Cutler  died  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
Aug.  27,  1870,  and  Nov.  15,  1871,  Mr.  Cutler  mar- 
ried Lydia  Leonard  Gushee,  daughter  of  Dr.  Al- 
mond Gushee,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  formerly  of  Digh- 


ton.  Mass,  (he  died  June  30,  1859),  and  grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  Abraham  Gushee,  an  eminent  di- 
vine who  was  pastor  of  one  church  in  Dighton  for 
fifty-seven  years.  Mr.  Cutler’s  children,  two  by 
each  marriage,  were:  Charles  R.,  Jr.,  born  in 
October,  1848;  Mary  Darling,  born  in  April,  1851, 
who  died  Eeb.  18,  1905 ; Edward  Russell,  born 
May  31,  1873;  and  Charles  Williams,  born  Sept.  4, 
1875- 

In  boyhood  Mr.  Cutler  attended  the  country 
schools  of  his  town,  and  also  a high  school  in  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  w’hen  he  was  about  seventeen 
years  of  age.  In  1839,  attracted  probably  by  the 
maritime  interests  at  that  point,  he  w^ent  to  War- 
ren, R.  L,  where  he  engaged  as  a seaman,  this  be- 
ing his  occupation  for  the  next  nineteen  years,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  was  promoted  from  seaman- 
before-the-mast  to  captain,  for  twelve  years  of  the 
time  being  a successful  master.  He  rose  rapidly  in 
the  service,  and,  it  is  said,  cruised  in  nearly  all  the 
waters  of  the  globe,  twice  sailing  around  the  world. 
In  1858  Mr.  Cutler  quit  the  sea  and  located  in 
Warren,  where  he  began  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton cordage,  and  when  the  Civil  war  began,  and 
the  value  of  all  the  manufactures  grew,  he  devoted 
his  mill  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn.  It  has 
been  said  that  Captain  Cutler  was  the  only  sea  cap- 
tain who  made  a success  on  land.  In  1869  he  asso- 
ciated with  him  the  late  George  Hail,  after  whom 
the  Eree  Library  was  named,  and  a stock  company 
w^as  organized  in  the  Cutler  IManufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  Mr.  Cutler  became  treasurer  and 
agent.  The  business  of  this  company  increased 
steadily  from  the  start  and  its  invested  capital 
reached  upward  of  $400,000.  Two  new  mills  were 
built,  each  having  a capacity  equal  to  a print-cloth 
mill  of  30,000  spindles. 

Mr.  Cutler  was  an  active  and  influential  Demo- 
crat, and  the  political  phase  of  his  life  was  one  of 
its  most  important  ones.  He  was  elected  to  the 
town  council  in  1862,  and  was  still  a member  of 
that  body  in  1881,  serving  from  1870  as  president 
of  the  council.  He  was  for  twelve  years  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  fire  department.  Eor  several  years 
he  was  superintendent  of  lights,  and  he  served  the 
town  of  Warren  in  various  other  capacities.  In 
1870  he  was  a candidate  for  lieutenant-governor, 
nominated  in  opposition  to  Pardon  W.  Stevens,  of 
Newport,  who  had  already  been  lieutenant-gover- 
nor for  two  years.  They  fought  a battle  on  the 
question  of  the  abolition  of  trap  fishing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bay.  The  Cutler  ticket  was  headed 
by  Mr.  Lyman  Pierce,  of  Providence,  as  the  candi- 
date for  governor,  and  the  late  Governor  Padel- 
ford  was  the  Republican  candidate.  The  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  was  familiarly  spoken  of  as  the  “hook 
and  line  ticket”  and  the  “scup  ticket.”  It  was  de- 
feated, but  Mt.  Cutler  occupied  the  same  position 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  the  next  year  with  Hon. 
Thomas  Steere,  of  Woonsocket,  as  candidate  for 
governor,  the  Republican  ticket  being  the  same  as 
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previously.  The  canvass  was  made  on  the  fishing 
(piestion  and  iNlr.  Cutler  came  so  near  being  suc- 
cessful that  he  threw  the  election  into  the  Legis- 
lature. Lieutenant-Governor  Stevens  was  re-elected 
by  the  Legislature  when  it  met.  For  a third  time, 

1872,  the  same  kind  of  contest  was  carried  on. 
Gen.  Olney  Arnold  was  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  governor  and  the  other  names  were  the  same 
as  for  the  previous  two  vears.  Hr.  Cutler  obtained 
a majority  and  was  elected.  Subsequently,  in  1873. 
he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  governor. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Governor  Cutler  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  higbly  respected 
citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  years  was,  per- 
haps, the  most  eminent  man  in  the  town  of  War- 
ren. He  took  a deep  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters. and  was  a member  of  the  committee  which 
built  the  Hiller  street  schoolhouse  of  his  town.  He 
was  a prominent  fraternity  man,  was  initiated,  Nov. 
3.  1862,  into  Freemasonry  in  Washington  Lodge. 
No.  3.  of  Warren,  and  was  master  of  that  lodge 
for  the  year  1863.  In  1877  he  was  elected  grand 
master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
office  he  held  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he 
had  the  honor  to  dedicate,  at  the  invitation  of  the 
city  of  Providence,  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  large  and  beautiful  monument  to  tbe  mLnory 
of  Roger  Williams.  Hr.  Cutler  was  a zealous 
worker  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  its  most  efficient  and  influential 
members.  He  became  an  Odd  Fellow  in  1845, 
for  several  terms  held  the  office  of  noble  grand. 

Hr.  Cutler  died  at  Ins  home  in  Warren,  R.  I.. 
March  26,  1889,  at  which  time  the  local  paper 
there  said  editorially  of  him : 

In  the  death  of  Hon.  Oiarles  R.  Cutler,  which  oc- 
curred last  Tuesday  evening,  Warren  loses  one  of  its  most 
useful  and  prominent  citizens.  His  kindly  disposition  and 
large  generosity  endeared  him  to  a very  wide  circle  of 
friends  who  mourn  his  demise  as  a personal  loss.  He 
identified  himself  with  the  public  interests  of  the  town  and 
held  numerous  responsible  offices,  all  of  which  he  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  the  town.  At  the  time  of  the 
terrible  visitation  of  the  smallpox,  some  sixteen  years 
since,  he  as  president  of  the  council  not  only  fulfilled  his 
public  duty  with  exceeding  faithfulness  but  assiduously 
applied  himself  to  the  relief  of  all  the  stricken  patients, 
so  far  as  was  in  his  power.  Owing  to  his  judgment  and 
generosity  the  community  was  spared  much  expense  and 
suffering.  His  domestic  ties  were  dominant  in  his  life, 
and  he  was  a most  devoted  husband  and  father.  The 
family,  in  this  their  hour  of  deep  affliction,  receive  the 
sympathy  of  the  whole  community. 

(IX)  Edw.vrd  Russell  Cutler,  born  Hay  31. 

1873.  is  one  of  tlie  successful  young  men  of  his 
town.  Inheriting  from  his  father  good  business 
ability.’  and  trained  in  a Christian  home  to  princi- 
ples of  integrity,  he  has  carried  out  in  his  manhood 
the  promise  of  his  youth.  He  was  cashier  of  the 
National  Hope  Tank,  and  treasurer  of  the  Warren 
Trust  Company.  When  the  two  banks  ^ were 
merged  into  the  Industrial  Trust  Co.  (Warren 


Branch)  he  was  elected  teller.  In  public  affairs 
r\Ir.  Cutler  has  ever  evinced  a keen  and  intelligent 
interest,  and  in  1900  he  was  elected  collector  of 
taxes,  after  that  being  re-elected  annually  until 
1905,  when  he  resigned.  He  is  a member  of  the 
school  board  and  has  been  its  chairman  for  two 
years.  In  fraternal  connections  he  is  a Mason,  be- 
longing to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  A.  F.  & A. 
H.,  of  which  he  was  junior  warden  and  master  for 
the  year  1906;  he  is  also  a member  of  St.  John's 
Commandery,  of  Providence. 

(IX)  Charles  WTlliams  Cutler,  born 
Sept.  4,  1875,  been  all  his  life  in  the  public  eye, 
and  the  untarnished  reputation  he  bears  is  a last- 
ing proof  of  his  high  principles.  For  some  time  he 
was  in  Providence  as  a clerk  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  Trust  Company.  In  Hay,  1898,  he  went 
out  in  the  service  of  his  ccamtry  as  first  lieutenant 
of  Company  F,  ist  R.  I.  V.,  and  on  Oct.  29,  1898, 
was  promoted  to  the  captaincy  of  the  same  com- 
pany, serving  until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out, 
March  28,  1899.  He  was  an  ideal  officer,  and  won 
and  retained  the  high  regard  not  only  of  his  su- 
periors but  of  his  men  as  well.  On  March  8,  1903. 
he  was  elected  town  moderator  of  Warren,  being 
the  youngest  man  ever  elected  to  that  office.  Like 
his  brother  he  is  a Mason,  and  has  been  senior 
warden  and  master  of  Washington  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  H.,  No.  3,  of  Warren. 

POTTER  (Scituate-Burrillville  family).  Of 
the  Scituate  family,  descendants  of  Robert  Potter, 
there  are  residing  in  Burrillville  two  sons  of  the  late 
Deacon  Jeremy  Potter  in  the  persons  of  James  A. 
and  Henry  A.  Potter,  successful  business  men  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens.  They  are  descendants 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Robert  Potter,  the 
ancestor  of  this  branch  in  Rhode  Island,  their  line- 
age being  traced  back  through  Deacon  Jeremy ; 
John,  a Revolutionary  soldier ; Fisher,  who  married 
a great-granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams ; John, 
and  John  to  Robert. 

Deacon  Jeremy  Potter,  son  of  John  and  Waite 
(W'aterman)  F’otter,  was  born  Dec.  18,  1795,  in 
Scituate,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the  home  farm, 
where  he  successfully  followed  farming  until  a few 
years  previous  to  his  death.  He  then  disposed  of 
his  property  and  removed  to  Pascoag,  there  living 
retired  until  he  died,  March  3,  1879;  he  was  buried 
in  Scituate.  Jeremy  Potter  for  over  a quarter  cen- 
tury was  a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Scituate,  resigning  that  office  when  he  left  the 
town.  He  married  Oct.  13.  1822,  Amey  W.  Har- 
ris, born  Sept.  25,  1801,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Aldrich)  Harris,  and  she  died  Dec.  14, 
1836,  the  mother  of  four  sons,  as  follows;  James 
Aldrich,  born  Aug.  3,  1823 ; William  Augustus, 
born  Oct.  27.  1826,  who  married  (first)  Elizrf 
Smith  and  (.second)  Mattie  J.  Hammond,  was  a 
machinist,  and  died  IMay  18,  1880;  Charles  Harris, 
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born  June  i,  1830;  and  Henry  Angell,  born  April 
10,  1835.  For  his  second  wife  Jeremy  Potter  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Eliza  F.  (Harris)  Hamilton,  daughter 
of  William  Harris,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Amey  Eliza,  born  Dec.  10,  1845,  who  is  now  the 
widow  of  George  N.  Steere,  and  resides  at  Wick- 
ford,  Rhode  Island. 

J.-\MES  Aldrich  Potter  was  born  in  Scituate, 
Aug.  3,  1823,  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  a private  school  at  Seekonk,  Mass., 
presided  over  by  Stanton  Belden,  and  the  Smith- 
ville  Seminary,  which  later  became  Lapham  Insti- 
tute. He  remained  at  home  until  the  fall  of  1844, 
when  he  came  to  Burrillville  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Augustus  Hopkins,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  spindles  at  Laurel  Ridge,  now 
Bridgeton,  and  who  also  in  1834  founded  the  bus- 
iness now  conducted  as  the  Hopkins  ^Machine 
Works.  About  1851  Mr.  Potter  became  a partner 
with  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  was  then  his  father-in-law, 
and  remained  a member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Hopkins 
& Co.,  and  its  successor,  the  Hopkins  Machine 
Works,  until  after  the  death  of  Hon.  Addison  S. 
Hopkins,  when,  on  account  of  advancing  years,  iMr. 
Potter  decided  to  retire  from  business,  and  subse- 
quently disposed  of  his  interest  to  the  present  own- 
ers. During  his  active  years  he  was  a hard  work- 
ing man,  and  noted  for  his  faithfulness  in  every 
relation.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  hon- 
ored family. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Potter  was  in  former 
years  a Republican,  but  for  some  years  has  been 
a supporter  of  the  Prohibition  ticket.  He  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Burrill- 
ville and  as  trustee  of  the  school  district.  He  at- 
tends the  Free  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Pot- 
ter was  also  a member,  as  well  as  all  of  the  children 
that  reached  adult  age.  Since  Sept,  i,  1865,  Mr. 
Potter  has  been  a member  of  the  Pilgrim  Society, 
which  was  instituted  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  1820, 
in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
England  who  landed  at  that  place  Dec.  21,  1620. 

On  May  25,  1849,  James  A.  Potter  was 
married  to  Mary  F.  Hopkins,  born  Nov.  17,  182C, 
daughter  of  Augustus  and  Lydia  (Harris)  Hop- 
kins, and  she  died  Dec.  8,  1885.  the  mother  of  the 
following  children:  Lydia  H.,  born  May  5,  1850, 
married  Nov.  ii,  1884.  Charles  Holman,  whom 
she  survived  a number  of  years;  she  died  July  13, 
1905,  at  Bridgeton.  William  A.,  born  Nov.  21. 
1851,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Hopkins  Machine 
Works  and  resides  at  Bridgeton ; he  married  Mary 
Hollingsworth.  Amey  H.,  born  July  2.  1854,  died 
July  2,  1856.  Charles  F.,  born  March  4,  1857. 
completed  his  education  at  the  Friends'  school. 
Providence,  after  leaving  which  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  A.  Hopkins  & Co.,  as  bookkeeper,  and  has 
since  held  that  position  with  the  firm  and  its  suc- 
cessor : when  the  new  postoffice  was  established  at 
Bridgeton,  in  1893,  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 


in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served  ; in  August, 
1879,  he  married  Lenora  E.  Sayles,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Edwin  G.  ( now  a student  at  Brown 
University)  and  Mabel  T.  Hattie  E.,  born  Oct. 
29,  i860,  was  married  iMay  18,  1882,  to  R.  Dunn 
Lovejoy,  a farmer  of  Burrillville,  and  their  children 
were  Azael  R.,  John  A..  A.  lone,  E.  (jlaucus,  Paul- 
ine L.  (deceased),  Kenneth  P.  and  Harold  G. 
Amey  A.,  born  March  2.  1863,  married  June  12, 
1883,  Edmund  A.  Farwell,  and  resides  at  Provi- 
dence; their  children  are  Mary  L.  (a  music 
teacher),  Albert  P.  (a  student  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity), Howard  C.,  and  Raymond  S.  Cllara  L.,  born 
May  8,  1868,  died  May  8,  1873. 

Charles  Harris  Potter  was  horn  in  Scituate, 
June  I,  1830,  and  spent  his  early  life  there.  His 
mother  dying  when  he  was  a small  boy,  he  was 
reared  in  the  home  of  his  maternal  grandfather. 
Charles  Harris,  at  North  Scituate.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  district  school.  For'  six  years 
after  leaving  school  he  was  a clerk  in  the  grocery 
store  of  W.  S.  Ballou,  at  North  Scituate,  and  for 
six  years  followed  the  same  business  at  River 
Point.  He  then  became  station  agent  at  River 
Point  for  the  Providence,  Hartford  & Fishkill  Rail- 
way Company,  and  for  twenty-three  years  faith- 
fullv  performed  the  duties  of  that  position.  Retir- 
ing after  this  long  service  he  became  confidential 
bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  D.  Pike  & Son,  with 
whom  he  remained  nine  years.  Since  that  time  he 
has  given  up  active  work,  and  is  residing  in  his 
jileasant  home  at  River  Point.  i\Ir.  Potter  is  a dea- 
con in  the  River  Point  Congregational  Church,  and 
for  many  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
school. 

On  Sept.  29,  1856,  Mr.  Potter  married  E. 
Amanda  Patterson,  daughter  of  Flavel  and  Nancy 
(Angell)  Patterson,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  sons;  Frank  F.,  born  in  August,  1859.  an 
architect:  William  A.,  born  in  April,  1861,  a book- 
keeper: and  Charles  H..  Jr.,  born  in  May,  1863,  a 
bookkeeper.  All  are  residing  in  River  Point. 

Henry  Angell  Potter,  son  of  Jeremy,  was 
born  April  10,  1835.  in  Scituate,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  work.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  and  Fruit  Hill  Seminary,  North 
Providence,  kept  by  Stanton  Belden.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  spent  one  year  in  the  machine  shop 
of  A.  Hopkins  & Co.,  at  Laurel  Ridge,  and  later 
became  a clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  Joseph  Clark 
at  Harrisville,  where  he  remained  about  five  years. 
In  1869,  in  company  with  Frederick  E.  Salisbury, 
he  purchased  the  grocery  store  of  A.  J.  Sweet,  at 
I’ascoag,  establishing  the  firm  of  Potter  & Salis- 
burv.  Mr.  Salisbury  died  about  ten  years  later, 
and  Mr.  Potter,  purchasing  from  the  heirs  his  late 
partner's  property,  has  since  conducted  the  business 
alone,  though  keeping  the  same  firm  name.  Mr. 
Potter  is  the  oldest  merchant  in  the  town,  and  en- 
joys a well  merited  reputation  for  straightforward 
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and  honest  dealings,  being  well  known  and  greatly 
esteemed. 

iSlr.  Potter  was  married  June  28,  1866,  to  Han- 
nah Louise  Smith,  born  Nov.  21,  1841,  in  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  daughter  of  Daniel  G.  and  Caroline 
(Cromwell)  Smith.  To  this  union  have  come 
two  children:  Ralph  S.,  born  Dec.  10,  1871;  and 
Byron  H.,  born  Feb.  9,  1874,  who  died  Alarch  2, 
1875.  Ralph  S.  Potter  attended  the  Friends  school 
at  Providence,  and  graduated  from  the  Highland 
Alilitary  Academy,  at  Worcester,  Alass.  Since  the 
age  of  twenty  years  he  has  been  engaged  with  the 
B.  F.  Smith  Contracting  Company,  Pawtucket,  R. 
I.,  of  which  concern  his  uncle  was  the  founder, 
and  is  recognized  as  a most  capable  young  man. 
He  married  Ida  Alarie  Foster,  and  their  children 
are ; Anna,  born  Jan.  6,  1905  ; and  Eleanor,  born 
April  9,  1906. 

Henry  A.  Potter  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and  as  school 
trustee.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Granite  Lodge, 
No.  33,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the 
chairs.  He  attends  the  Free  Baptist  Church. 

! 

GEORGE  H.  CLARK,  a well-known  business 
man  and  successful  manufacturer  of  Shannock,  R. 
I.,  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
the  State,  and  one  whose  ancestry  can  be  traced 
back  to  John  Clarke,  who  was  buried  Alarch  3, 
1559,  in  England,  and  from  whom  George  FI. 
Clark  of  Shannock  is  a descendant  in  the  eleventh 
generation,  the  line  of  descent  being  shown  by  the 
Roman  numerals. 

(I)  John  Clarke  is  the  first  on  record,  and  all 
that  is  known  of  him  is  that  he  was  buried  Alarch 
3,  1559,  in  England. 

(H)  John  Clarke  (2),  son  of  John  born,  in 
February,  1541,  was  buried  April  7,  1598. 

(HI)  Thomas  Clarke,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  All  Saints’  Day,  November,  1570,  and  died 
July  27,  1627.  He  had  four  sons:  Dr.  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph  and  Carew. 

(IV)  Josei)h  Clarke,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Dec.  9,  1618,  m England,  died  June  i,  1694.  His 
brother,  Dr.  John,  was  author  of  the  charter  of 
1663,  from  King  Charles  H,  and  was  assisted  in 
that  charter  by  this  Joseph  (1618-1694). 

(V)  Joseph  Clarke  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
1643,  died  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Jan.  ii,  1726.  He 
had  five  sons,  Williams,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Joseph 
and  John. 

(VI)  William  Clarke,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  and 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Richmond,  was  born  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  Alay  27,  1670,  and  died  at  Rich- 
mond Eeb.  28,  1767,  in  his  ninety-seventh  year.  He 
had  six  sons.  William,  Thomas,  Jonathan,  Caleb, 
Robert  and  Elisha. 

(VH)  William  Clarke,  Jr.,  son  of  William, 
bom  at  Newport  in  1702,  died  in  Richmond,  R.  I., 
Alarch  28.  1786.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  town  in  his  day,  was  elected  town 


clerk  of  Richmond  on  June  6,  1749,  and  deputy 
from  Richmond  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1756.  He  had  six  sons:  James,  William, 
Gideon,  Joshua,  Peter  and  Weeden. 

(VHI)  Joshua  Clarke,  son  of  William,  Jr.,  lo- 
cated at  Shannock,  R.  L,  and  in  1771  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  and  the  water  privilege  at  that  place. 
This  privilege  has  been  owned  and  utilized  by  his 
descendants  ever  since,  and  is  now  operated  by  his 
great-grandson,  George  H.  Clark,  and  great- 
great-grandson,  George  P.  Clark. 

On  Feb.  26,  1769,  Joshua  Clarke  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Dodge  by  Peleg  Cross,  and  they  had 
a family  of  children  as  follows : Rouse,  born  Dec. 
7,  1769;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  17,  1771;  William, 
born  April  8,  1773;  Joseph,  twin  of  the  foregoing, 
who  married  Joanna  Tifift;  Joshua,  born  Jan.  22, 
1775,  'vho  died  Sept.  19,  1787;  Wells,  born  Feb. 

1777;  Susannah,  born  Jan.  10,  1779;  Perry, 
born  Nov.  21,  1780;  Hazard,  born  Alay  20,  1783; 
Luke,  born  Aug.  15,  1785,  who  married  Sarah 
Tiftt;  Alary,  born  July  10,  1787;  and  Joshua  (2), 
born  June  28,  1790.  Joshua  Clarke,  father  of  these 
children,  died  July  7,  1796;  his  widow  survived 
until  Jan.  23,  1826. 

(IX)  Perry  Clark,  son  of  Joshua,  was  born  in 
Richmond,  R.  L,  Nov.  21,  1780.  On  April  16, 
1815,  he  married  Penelope  Perry,  who  was  born 
Alay  2,  1784.  Their  children  were:  Perry,  born 
Feb.  17,  1816,  married  Sept.  13,  1837,  Penelope 
Dodge.  Charles,  born  Jan.  23,  1818,  died  Alay  9, 
1870;  he  married  Alary  Clark,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Charles  P.,  who  died  unmarried  Dec.  25, 
1870,  and  Alartiia  E.,  also  deceased.  Simeon  P., 
born  Eeb.  19,  1820,  died  Dec.  4,  1887.  Alary  was 
born  Dec.  10,  1821,  and  Penelope  Congdon,  Feb. 
7,  1825. 

Perry  Clark  built  the  gristmill  at  Shannock, 
also  the  sawmill,  with  the  old-fashioned  overshot 
water-wheel,  and  which  he  operated  for  a number 
of  years.  Once  a week  he  would  take  his  products 
to  market  with  his  team,  usually  to  Newport, 
sometimes  to  Providence.  He  built  the  first  store 
at  Shannock,  and  successfully  conducted  it  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  carried  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness for  those  days.  His  death  occurred  July  24, 
1835,  while  his  widow  survived  till  Alarch  19, 
1875. 

(X)  Simeon  P.  Clark  was  born  at  Clark’s 
Alills,  R.  I.,  Feb.  19,  1820.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived at  Bacon  Academy,  Colchester,  Conn.,  and 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  with  his  brother  Charles, 
he  succeeded  to  his  father’s  business.  He  also 
filled  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  R.  G.  Haz- 
ard, who  operated  the  mills  at  Carolina  at  that  time. 
In  1849,  company  with  his  brother  Charles, 
Simeon  P.  Clark  built  a mill,  and  in  1856  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn.  This  mill  is 
now  operated  by  his  son  and  grandson.  This  part- 
nership continued  until  broken  by  the  death  of 
Charles  Clark,  in  1870.  Simeon  P.  Clark  then  se- 
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cured  the  entire  interest,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of 
this  mill  until  1885,  when  his  son,  George  H.,  pur- 
chased it  from  him  and  succeeded  to  the  business. 
He  had  become  a partner  with  his  father  in  1876. 
Simeon  P.  Clark  did  much  to  build  and  improve 
Clark’s  Mills,  which  hamlet  was  in  a large  degree 
dependent  upon  the  manufacturing  business  he 
conducted. 

Although  possessing  strong  anti-slavery  con- 
victions Mr.  Clark  took  no  part  in  the  political  dis- 
cussions of  the  day,  and  felt  an  aversion  to  politics, 
his  time  and  attention  being  given  to  his  business. 
He  was  early  drawn  to  habits  of  reflection  on  re- 
ligious subjects,  and  was,  for  a brief  period,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  views  underwent 
a change  and  caused  him  later  to  affiliate  with  the 
Advent  Christians,  whose  belief  he  adopted,  and 
with  whom  he  worshiped  until  his  death,  Dec.  4, 
1887.  He  was  possessed  of  rare  business  talent, 
and  a character  for  integrity  and  virtue  that  com- 
manded respect  and  made  him  a consistent  and  en- 
ergetic advocate  of  all  measures  for  the  advance- 
ment of  morality  in  the  community.  Simeon  P. 
Clark  was  a successful  business  man,  and  repre- 
sented a high  type  of  citizenship.  Straightforward 
and  honorable,  he  was  a worthy  representative  of 
an  old  and  honorable  family. 

On  Nov.  8,  1843,  Clark  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine Perry,  of  South  Kingstown,  a daughter  of 
Walter  Perry.  She  was  born  in  1819,  and  died 
Feb.  22,  1897.  Their  children  were  as  follows; 
George  Herbert,  born  Aug.  6,  1847;  Catharine 
Perry,  born  Aug.  7,  1848;  Nellia  Augusta,  born 
March  25,  1850;  Julia  Wells,  born  Nov.  23,  1854; 
and  Harriett  Sumner,  born  April  22,  1856,  who 
died  April  ii,  1874. 

(XI)  George  Herbert  Clark  was  born  in  Caro- 
lina, R.  I.,  Aug.  6,  1847.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Shannock,  and  attended  East  Greenwich 
Academy  and  Scholfield  Commercial  College  in 
Providence.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  went 
into  business  with  his  father,  and  in  1885  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1901,  the  Columbia  Narrow  Fabric  Company 
was  organized  for  the  manufacture  of  silk  elastic 
webbing,  and  incorporated  with  George  H.  Clark  as 
president,  George  P.  Clark,  treasurer  and  general 
manager,  and  Henry  G.  Clark,  secretary.  The 
business  was  first  started  in  Providence,  where  it 
was  operated  for  one  year,  and  then  removed  to 
Shannock.  Mr.  Clark  has  served  as  assessor  of 
the  town  of  Richmond,  and  has  long  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  representative  business  men  in  that 
section  of  the  State.  He  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  always  taken  a keen  interest  in 
town  affairs  as  a good  citizen  but  not  as  an  office- 
seeker. 

On  Dec.  26,  1877,  ]\Ir.  Clark  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Celia  E.  Carr,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Peleg  C.  and  Catharine  (Weeden) 
Carr.  To  this  union  the  following  children  have  been 


born  : George  Perry,  a graduate  of  the  Westerly 
high  school  and  the  East  Greenwich  Commercial 
School,  resides  in  Shannock,  where  he  is  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  the  Columbia  Narrow  Eab- 
ric  Company ; Hattie  Sumner  is  a graduate  of 
Smith  College ; Flenry  Garfield  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Westerly  high  school  and  entered  Brown 
University,  becoming  a member  of  the  class  of 
1907  (he  is  chairman  of  the  school  committee  in 
the  town  of  Richmond,  being  the  youngest  official 
in  that  capacity  in  the  State  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion) ; Florence  was  a member  of  the  class  of  1907, 
at  Wellesley  College.  Mr.  Clark  is  a stanch  friend 
of  higher  education,  and  has  extended  exceptional 
advantages  in  that  line  to  his  family,  who  would 
be  a credit  to  any  parentage. 

CARDER  HAZARD  CLARKE,  one  of  the 
finest  characters  of  the  past  generation  in  southern 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  July  21,  1811.  His  father, 
Peter  Clarke,  born  in  1788,  married,  Jan.  2,  1807, 
Sarah  Hazard,  who  was  born  IMay  13,  1780,  daugh- 
'ter  of  Judge  Carder  Hazard,  and  died  Jan.  10, 
1852.  To  them  were  born  four  sons : James  E., 
March  3,  1809;  Carder  Hazard,  July  21,  1811; 
Peter  W.,  March  12,  1815;  and  Nicholas,  1818 
(died  Sept.  2,  1844). 

Of  them  Edward  FI.  Hazard  writes : “Four 
better  boys  I never  knew.  James  became  a sailor 
and  cruised  the  world  over,  but  left  the  sea  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  married  and  left  two  daughters  and  a son. 
But  it  is  of  Carder  that  I wish  to  write.  I have 
known  a fair  share  of  men,  but  'I  don’t  think  that 
I have  known  many  others  who  possessed  in  a more 
eminent  degree  the  great  gifts  which  dignify  and 
adorn  our  fuller  nature — courage,  fortitude,  mag- 
nanimity, charity,  patience  and  modesty,  than  he  did. 
Just  think  of  the  life  of  his  childhood,  leaving  the 
home  where  he  had  played  and  sported  in  his  early 
youth,  and  then,  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to 
ship,  going  on  a whaling  vessel  for  three  years  and 
a half,  and  on  his  return  his  younger  brother,  Nich- 
olas, whom  I remember  as  a charming  boy,  being 
old  enough,  joined  him  in  the  coasting  trade,  and 
then  what  follows  in  this  drama  of  life:  They 
leave  New  Orleans  on  their  trip  to  the  North,  and 
Nicholas  is  taken  with  yellow  fever.  Carder  runs 
the  vessel  inside  of  Point  Judith,  and  in  a row- 
boat takes  him  ashore  and  hands  him  into  the  care 
of  his  dear  mother  and  leaves  him.  No  one  will 
go  to  the  house  for  fear  of  the  disease  except  Han- 
nah S.  Allen,  who  was  engaged  to  be  married  to 
Nicholas,  and  stayed  there  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  assisted  by  Kenyon  Johnson. 

“When  Carder  returns  his  dear  brother  is  dead, 
and  his  affianced  heart-broken.  What  does  he  do 
for  consolation  to  her  ? He  offers  her  his  hand  and 
heart.  She  cays:  ‘Carder,  I cannot  fancy  you 
now,  we  are  both  too  much  overcome;  I will  wait 
awhile.’  She  did  wait,  and  June  16,  1846,  they 
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were  married.  A better  wife  man  never  had.  nor  a 
better  motlier  to  his  ehildren.  She  died  May  i8. 
1889.  Four  daugiiters  and  one  son  were  born  to 
them:  Sarah  Aliee,  April  11.  1847,  niarried  i\larch 
9,  1885.  Richard  A.  Harrall ; Hannah  Emerline, 
July  6,  1849.  niarried  Oct.  29,  1873,  Stephen  L>. 
Gardiner;  Julia  Ann,  June  11,  1854,  married  Nov. 
O-  1873,  Charles  H.  Knowles  : Mary  Ella,  June  23, 
1857,  married  Oct.  16,  1878.  Walter  A.  Nye ; and 
Carder  A.,  April  6,  1865.  died  on  the  day  of  his 
birth. 

“1  do  not  believe  Carder  Clarke  ever  knew  the 
sense  of  fear.  He  certainlv  never  made  any  boast 
of  his  courage  in  his  life.  I have  seen  it  tested.  Xo 
one  ever  heard  him  join  in  any  scandal  against  any 
man  or  woman.  His  remark  was  uniformly,  espe- 
cially to  members  of  his  family : ‘Wait,  you  haven't 
heard  the  other  side  of  the  story.'  Of  his  forti- 
tude, who  ever  heard  him  utter  a murmur  at  any 
of  his  misfortunes  in  this  life  up  to  his  dving 
hour  ? 

"He  never  entered  into  any  quarrels  with  his 
neighbors,  which  so  often  occur  among  the  best  of 
men.  He  was  as  modest  as  a child,  never  aspired 
to  a single  office,  and  shunned  all  notoriety.  He 
was  a deeply  religious  man,  though  he  never 
united  with  any  church.  He  had  experienced  con- 
version, but  was  too  distrustful  of  himself  to  unite 
with  a religious  organization. 

"He  died  Aug.  28,  1892,  in  the  full  belief  and 
trust  in  his  Redeemer,  with  no  more  fear  of  death 
than  if  it  were  only  going  into  the  next  room.  Rev- 
erence for  our  ancestors  is  regarded  by  oriental  na- 
tions as  a great  evidence  of  piety.  Carder  Clarke 
had  a great  reverence  for  his  grandfather.  Carder 
Hazard,  whose  name  he  bore.  The  grandfather. 
Carder  Hazard,  and  his  two  wives,  were  huried,  as 
was  the  custom  then,  in  a family  burying-ground, 
in  an  open  field  on  the  Foddering  Place  farm.  .A 
few  years  ago  Carder  H.  Clarke,  seeing  that  they 
would  soon  be  forgotten  and  overrun,  had  their  re- 
mains taken  up,  placed  in  the  cemetery  at  Wake- 
field, and  a becoming  monument  placed  over  them. 

"His  own  body  rests  beside  them  now,  but  his 
soul  will  never  die.’' 

I'ALES  (Providence  County  Families),  'khe 
Rhode  Island  family  of  F'ales  is  a branch  of  the  old 
^Massachusetts  family  of  the  name  early  at  Ded- 
ham. Through  Capt.  Timothy  F'ales  and  wife, 
Alithea,  a record  of  the  births  of  whose  children  in 
Bristol.  R.  I.,  begins  with  1718,  came  the  h'ales 
family  of  that  ancient  town.  Here  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Tales,  a son  of  Capt.  Timothy,  was  one  of  the  rep- 
resentatives in  the  Colonial  .Assembly  for  a num- 
ber of  years  tbrough  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  here  the  name  of  Nathaniel  h'ales  a])- 
])ears  of  record  as  one  of  the  committee  of  the  town 
a])pointed  to  lake  action  relative  to  the  occasion 
of  the  “Boston  Tea  Party,’’  of  the  period  of  the 
Revolution.  Later  on,  too,  the  Fales  name  appears 


in  the  legislative  halls  of  both  the  Colony  and  the 
State.  Here,  too,  the  family  allied  itself  by  mar- 
riage to  some  of  the  first  families  of  the  town,  both 
in  years  and  position,  among  them  the  Smiths, 
Howes  and  Wardwells.  Among  the  descendants 
of  Capt.  Timothy  F'ales  were  men  who  figured 
prominently  in  the  maritime  interests  of  that  town 
and  Cuba.  At  a much  later  period  came  into  Rhode 
Island  an  Attleboro  branch  of  the  old  Dedham 
h'ales  stock,  in  the  persons  of  several  of  the  sons 
of  John  and  Roby  (Gilmore)  h'ales,  who  were  the 
forerunners  of  the  Faleses  of  Central  Falls,  Paw- 
tucket and  vicinity,  where  men  of  the  name  have 
figured  prominently  through  the  several  genera- 
tions of  only  a little  short  of  a hundred  years.  Ref- 
erence is  made  to  the  late  David  Gilmore  Fales  and 
his  brother  James  G.  Tales,  the  former  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Fales  & Jenks  Alachine  Company 
of  Pawtucket,  and  the  latter  long  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  and  merchants  of  Central  Falls. 
These  men  have  been  followed  by  their  sons,  and 
sons’  sons,  who  have  since  in  turn  worthily  perpet- 
uated the  family  name,  and  are  today  among  the 
representative  men  of  those  communities  and  of 
Rhode  Island,  among  them  John  R.,  George  S.. 
LeRoy  and  Warren  R.  Fales,  sons  and  grandsons 
of  David  G.,  all  of  whom  have  had  an  identity  and 
some  an  official  connection  for  years  with  the  ex- 
tensive industry  bearing  the  family  name ; and  Da- 
vid L.,  Joseph  E.  and  James  Henry  Fales,  sons  of 
James  G.,  the  two  latter  merchants  of  Central  Falls. 

In  the  following  family  history  and  genealogy 
the  arrangement  is  chronological,  the  Roman  char- 
acters used  designating  generations  from  the  emi- 
grant settler. 

(I)  James  Fales,  spelled  sometimes  in  the  Co- 
lonial records  Vales,  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Dedham,  Alass.,  while  yet  it  was  called  “Con- 
tentment.” He  came  from  Chester,  England, 
signed  the  original  covenant  of  Dedham  Plantation. 
Sept.  10.  1636  (O.  S.),  and  was  admitted  a freeman 
or  townsman  in  1653.  Air.  Fales  built  a house  on 
what  is  now  Sprague  street,  opposite  Greenlodge 
street.  He  was  a soldier  in  King  Philip’s  war.  He 
married,  in  Dedham.  .Anna  Brock,  sister  of  Rev. 
John  Brock,  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  and  daughter  of 
Rev.  Henry  Brock,  h'our  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely : James, 
horn  in  1656;  John,  1658;  Alary,  1664:  Peter, 
1668:  Hannah,  1672;  Alartha,  1675;  Rachel,  1680; 
and  hibenezer,  1681.  James  settled  in  what  is  now 
Walpole,  John  in  Wrentham,  and  Ebenezer  re- 
mained on  the  homestead,  which  he  inherited. 

(II)  Peter  h'ales,  son  of  James,  born  in  it)68. 
married  .Abigail  Robins,  and  had  children : Peter, 
born  in  iCxjo:  .Abigail.  1692:  .Sarah,  1694;  Han- 
nah. 1696:  Alary,  1698:  hdizabeth,  1701;  Jemima, 
T707. 

(III)  Peter  Tales  (2),  son  of  Peter,  born  in 
1690,  married  Sarah  Allen  and  their  children  were: 
F'nity,  born  in  1725;  Amaziah,  1727;  Aloses,  1730; 
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Peter,  1732;  Emma,  1735;  Sarah;  Alary;  and 
David, 

(IV)  Peter  Pales  (3),  son  of  Peter  (2),  born 
Dec.  10,  1732,  married  Avis  Bicknell  [see  liick- 
nell],  and  to  this  marriage  came  Allen  and  Turpin 
(twins),  born  Dec.  7,  1764;  Olive,  born  in  August, 
1766,  who  married  Elikin  Miller,  of  Franklin, 
Mass.;  John,  born  Sept.  10,  1768;  Sally,  born  Nov. 
28,  1771,  who  married  Tyrrill  Gilmore,  of  Frank- 
lin, Mass. ; Nancy,  born  Sept.  8,  1775,  who  mar- 
ried William  Gilmore;  Peter,  born  Oct.  14,  1778, 
who  married  Hannah  Shepard ; Samuel,  who  died 
in  childhood;  James,  born  Alay  13,  1780;  and  Tur- 
ner, who  died  in  childhood. 

(V)  John  Pales,  of  Attleboro,  Alass.,  son  of 
Peter  (3),  born  Sept.  10,  1768,  married  Roby  Gil- 
more, and  to  them  were  born  the  following  named 
children ; Avis  married  George  Bacon,  of  Attle- 
boro, Alass.;  John  Turpin  married  Caroline  Day, 
of  Wrentham,  Alass.;  Johanna  married  Hiram 
Pond,  of  Franklin,  Alass.;  Sally  married  Alvin 
Jenks,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I. ; David  Gilmore  is 
mentioned  below  ; Roby  married  Olney  Cargill,  of 
Attleboro,  Mass.;  James  G.  is  mentioned  below. 
All  are  now  deceased.  James  G.,  the  last  survivor 
of  the  family,  until  within  a few  years  ago  was, 
though  advanced  in  years,  enjoying  good  health  at 
Pawtucket,  or  Central  Falls,  R.  I.  At  least  two  of 
the  sons  became  residents  of-  Central  Falls  or  vi- 
cinity. The  father  of  this  family  died  Oct.  24, 
1847. 

(VI)  John  Turpin  Fales,  son  of  John,  of  At- 
tleboro, Alass.,  born  Alarch  17,  1797,  married  Nov. 
24,  1825,  Caroline  Day,  of  Wrentham,  Alass.,  and 
to  the  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Samuel  Day,  Feb.  i,  1827 ; Emily  Caroline,  Jan. 
30,  1830;  Fmeline,  Aug.  18,  1834  (married  Ros- 
well B.  Worden,  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.)  ; and  Charles 
Augustus,  Aug.  7,  1841 — all  of  record  in  the  town 
of  Smithfield,  R.  L,  where  is  also  recorded  the  mar- 
riage of  the  parents.  John  Turpin  Fales  died  Alarch 
5,  1855. 

(VII)  Samuel  Day  Fales,  son  of  John  Turpin, 
born  Feb.  i,  1827,  in  Pawtucket,  married  May  5, 
1850,  Louisa  A.  Clark,  born  in  July,  1824,  daugh- 
ter of  Ambrose  and  Sarah  (Waterman)  Clark,  of 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  the  latter  a daughter  of  James 
Waterman,  son  of  Elisha.  Samuel  Day  and  Louisa 
A.  (Clark)  Fales  had  children:  Laura  Elnora, 
born  Dec.  28,  1852;  Willie  Folasco,  born  Jan.  17, 
1857;  Byron  Day,  July  3,  i860,  who  died  Sept.  2, 
1861 ; and  Caroline  Isabelle,  born  Alay  i,  1864,  who 
married  Dr.  Clarence  R.  Gardner.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  Alarch  16,  1887,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  Alarch  19,  1896. 

(VII)  Charles  Augustus  Fales,  son  of  John 
Turpin,  born  Aug.  7,  1841,  in  Pawtucket,  married 
Lavinia,  daughter  of  Hon.  Lucius  B.  Darling.  No 
children  were  born  to  them. 

(VI)  David  Gilmore  Fales,  son  of  John  of  At- 
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tleboro,  Alass.,  born  June  4,  1806,  in  Attleboro, 
married  Alay  3,  1829,  Parthenia  C.  Sprague,  and 
three  children  blessed  the  union:  Elizabeth  K., 
born  Dec.  3,  1830;  John  R.,  Alarch  5,  1833;  and 
George  Stephens,  Dec.  25,  1836. 

David  C.  Fales  passed  his  boyhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  following  agricultural  pursuits  until 
eighteen  years  of  age.  Of  a mechanical  turn  of 
mind,  with  a natural  taste  and  inclination  in  that 
direction,  he  resolved  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade, 
which  he  did  at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  David  Jenks  & Co.,  beginning  his  trade 
at  eighteen.  He  possessed  great  natural  talent  in 
mechanics,  and  as  well  in  other  directions,  having 
been  able  to  set  a dislocated  point  or  broken  limb 
readily  and  with  skill.  Air.  Fales,  associated  with 
the  late  Alvin  Jenks,  began  in  1830,  in  a rented 
shop  at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  machinery.  He,  before  this  time,  was 
classed  in  the  twenties  in  the  history  of  Central 
Falls,  along  with  Jerry,  David  and  Alvin  Jenks, 
as  among  the  principal  men  of  the  village.  Three 
years  after  beginning  business  the  firm  of  Fales 
& Jenks  purchased  the  right  to  manufacture  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  what  was  styled  the  Hub- 
bard Patented  Rotary  pump.  The  first  piece  of  work 
made  by  David  C.  Fales  was  a spooler,  for  which 
a Virginia  firm  i)aid  $60.  In  1845  made 

their  first  spinning  frames ; and  their  ring  twisters, 
at  that  time  among  the  first  of  such  machines  in 
America,  for  thread,  worsted  and  silk,  were  pro- 
duced in  1846.  These  machines  were  made  for 
Benjamin  Greene,  and  years  afterwards  the  firm 
of  Fales,  Jenks  & Sons  made  for  and  sent  to  J.  & 
P.  Coats,  the  celebrated  thread  manufacturers  at 
Paisley,  Scotland,  nine  twisters,  dressers  and  wind- 
ers. As  the  years  passed,  through  the  skill,  busi- 
ness tact  and  care  given  to  their  enterprise  by 
the  founders  of  this  concern,  their  business  grew 
and  prospered.  It  became  necessary  to  enlarge 
their  works,  and  in  1859-60  they  built  a furnace  for 
making  their  castings,  and  in  1861  they  very  con- 
siderably enlarged  their  operations.  In  the  follow- 
ing year — 1861-62 — they  erected  on  Foundry  street 
a brick  shop  three  stories  high,  300x63  feet,  with 
an  ell  60x70  feet,  which  was  later  sold  to  the  Amer- 
ican Linen  Company,  and  subsequently  occupied  by 
tbe  United  States  Flax  Company,  the  works  of 
Fales  & Jenks  being  removed  in  1866  to  Pawtucket. 
Gradually  the  older  men  of  the  firm  gave  way  to 
their  sons  (John  R.  Fales,  Alvin  F.  Jenks  and 
Stephen  A.  Jenks),  and  finally  as  they  became  ad- 
vanced in  years,  retired.  David  G.  Fales  died  in 
1875.  The  superb  plant  of  the  Fales  & Jenks  Ala- 
chine  Company,  the  business  of  which  their  fathers 
established  so  long  ago,  stands  today  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  equipped  macbinery  plants  in  that 
city  of  industries — Pawtucket — a monument  to  the 
skill,  business  tact  and  enterprise  of  the  Fales- 
Jenks  names.  The  works  are  located  on  Dexter 


1426 


RHODE  ISLAND 


street,  near  those  of  the  Conant  Thread  Company. 
Here  are  employed  some  500  liands.  When  David 
G.  Fales  retired  and  Mr.  Jenks  died,  the  three 
younger  men,  above  mentioned,  constituted  the 
company  and  retained  the  old  name.  In  1876  the 
Fales  & Jenks  Machine  Company  was  chartered. 
Alvin  F.  Jenks  was  elected  president,  John  R. 
Fales,  vice-president,  and  Stephen  A.  Jenks,  treas- 
urer. They  held  the  same  offices  in  the  United 
States  Cotton  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1885,  and  which  occupies  the  machine  shop  built 
in  1863,  at  Foundry  and  Railroad  streets,  and 
which  was  owned  for  several  years  by  A.  & \V. 
Sprague,  who  first  used  it  as  a flax  factory,  and  in 
1869  for  a print  cloth  works,  the  cloth  being  sent 
to  Cranston  for  printing.  The  same  offices  were 
held  by  John  R.  Fales  and  his  associates  in  the 
Lily  Pond  Land  Company.  The  present  officers  of 
the  concern  are:  Albert  A.  Jenks,  president; 
Stephen  A.  Jenks,  treasurer;  LeRoy  Fales,  secre- 
tary. 

(VII)  Elizabeth  K.  Fales,  daughter  of  David 
G.,  born  Dec.  3,  1830,  married  Dr.  Austin. 

(VII)  John  Richmond  Fales,  son  of  David  G., 
was  born  March  5,  1833,  in  Central  Falls,  at  the 
corner  of  Central  and  High  streets,  in  the  house  on 
the  site  of  the  residence  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth K.  (Fales)  Austin.  The  building  which  then 
stood  on  that  corner  is  now  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street,  next  to  the  Coles  Block.  Mr.  Fales 
passed  all  his  life  within  a short  distance  of  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  no  one  in  Central  Falls  was 
better  known  or  more  universally  respected.  He 
inherited  his  father’s  ingenuity  and  business  abil- 
ity, and  in  his  early  life  improved  to  the  utmost 
the  splendid  opportunity  open  to  him  for  acquiring 
practical  knowledge  in  his  chosen  line,  which 
proved  of  great  value  to  him  when  he  became  one 
of  the  three  owners  of  the  industry  owned  by  Fales 
& -Jenks.  His  literary  education  was  acquired  at 
the  Belden  school,  at  Fruit  Hill,  one  of  the  noted 
institutions  of  learning  in  the  forties,  and  after  his 
studies  were  finished  he  became  identified  with  the 
ifinn  of  Fales  & Jenks,  rendering  valuable  assistance 
and  demonstrating  that  he  was  among  the  most  ca- 
pable machine  builders  of  his  time.  Mr.  Fales  was 
interested  in  many  enterprises  and  manufactured 
a variety  of  products,  machinery  for  cotton  mills, 
hydrants,  meters,  water  wheels,  cotton  goods,  balls, 
etc.  He  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  E.  Jenks 
IManufacturing  Company,  of  the  Hope  Thread  Mill 
and  of  the  Pawtucket  Manufacturing  Company,  a 
director  of  the  Pacific  National  Bank,  and  a trustee 
of  the  Eranklin  Savings  Bank.  He  also  owned 
stock  in  mills  at  Fall  River,  New  Bedford  and 
other  places,  and  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in 
the  Blackstone  Valley. 

IMr.  Fales  was  essentially  devoted  to  business, 
hut  he  nevertheless  found  time  for  wholesome  rec- 
reation, and  during  his  later  years  developed  a 
special  fondness  for  yachting.  Within  a short  time 


he  was  the  owner  of  three  fine  yachts,  the  first  of 
which,  the  “x-\ctina,”  was  used  one  season,  after 
which  the  “Countess”  was  completed  under  his 
supervision.  The  next  year  the  “Harriet,”  one  of 
the  finest  boats  owned  in  Rhode  Island,  was  fin- 
ished for  him,  but  he  died  before  he  had  the  chance 
of  enjoying  it. 

Mr.  Fales  was  not  connected  with  any  church 
in  Central  Falls,  but  he  attended  the  Universalist 
Church  on  High  street  and  contributed  liberally  to 
its  support.  His  fraternal  connections  were  with 
the  ]\Iasons ; he  belonged  to  Union  Lodge,  Paw- 
tucket Council,  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  Holy  Sep- 
ulchre Commandery.  Though  public-spirited  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  accept  public  office,  though 
often  urged,  for  he  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent residents  of  Central  Falls.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Fire  Wards  at  an  early  day.  Mr. 
Fales  was  a man  of  marked  traits  of  character,  of 
which  self-dependence  was  the  chief.  He  preferred 
doing  a thing  himself,  to  having  another  do  it 
for  him,  even  though  the  latter  had  been  hired  for 
the  purpose.  Whatever  plan  or  project  he  had  in 
mind  at  a certain  time  took  precedence  of  every- 
thing else  until  it  was  completed,  which  accounts 
for  the  great  amount  of  work  he  was  able  to  ac- 
complish. He  was  very  reserved  except  on  topics 
very  near  to  him,  upon  which  he  conversed  as  flu- 
ently and  as  interestingly  as  any  one.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  some  years  before  his  own  de- 
mise occurred,  he  withdrew  within  himself  more 
than  ever.  It  was  the  greatest  trial  of  his  life  and 
he  was  never  the  same  afterward.  Mr.  Fales  was 
a very  kindly  man,  and  especially  generous  toward 
persons  and  causes  that  pleased  his  fancy,  but  most 
of  his  acts  of  kindness  were  done  by  stealth,  and 
known  to  but  few.  He  passed  away  Aug.  15,  1892, 
a few  days  after  his  return  from  Mexico,  from 
fever  contracted  on  the  journey.  Thus  closed  a 
career  successful  alike  from  the  financial  and  moral 
standpoint.  Mr.  Fales  made  his  impress  upon  the 
community  as  a man  of  the  highest  personal  char- 
acter, and  established  a standard  of  excellence  in 
business  circles  which  has  been  maintained  by  his 
sons  until  the  name  has  become  a synonym  for  good 
business  methods.  In  all  the  relations  of  domestic, 
civil  and  business  life,  Mr.  Fales  was  the  kind  hus- 
band and  father,  the  exemplary  citizen,  and  the  up- 
right and  honorable  business  man. 

IMr.  Fales  married  Harriet  B.  Lee,  of  Rehoboth, 
Alass.,  and  the  three  children  of  this  union  were: 
LeRoy,  born  Aug.  30,  1859;  Jerome  Atherton,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Warren  R.,  born  Oct.  28, 
1862. 

(ATI)  George  S.  Fales,  son  of  Dayid  C.,  born 
Dec.  25,  1836,  in  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  married  Oct.l  | 
12,  1859,  Frances  Henderson,  born  in  Pawtucket,M 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  Philander  and  Frances  (Baker)]  J 
Henderson,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Philander  Ba-  1 
ker.  Their  children  were : Robert  Baker,  born  I 
Sept.  20,  1860,  died  July  21,  1888,  in  Central  Falls;  | 
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David  Gilmore,  born  May  25,  1863,  died  in  Dead- 
wood,  Dak.,  when  seventeen  years  old ; Elizabeth 
K.,  born  in  Pawtucket,  Nov.  30,  1865,  was  married 
June  23,  1886,  to  Joseph  W.  Freeman,  of  Central 
Falls,  R.  I. ; and  Martha  A.,  born  Oct.  22,  1872, 
was  married  June  8,  1904,  to  Dr.  Seymour,  of  Riv- 
erton, R.  I.  George  S.  Fales  passed'  away  Nov. 
2,  1889,  and  his  wife  died  Nov.  26,  1884. 

(VIII)  LeRoy  Fales,  son  of  John  Richmond 
Fales,  was  born  Aug.  30,  1859,  in  Central  Falls. 
He  received  his  early  schooling  there,  and  later 
attended  Deane  Academy,  Franklin,  Mass.,  leaving 
school  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Fales,  Jenks  Machine  Com- 
pany, taking  a position  in  the  factory,  working 
through  all  the  different  departments  of  the  plant, 
so  that  he  is  perfectly  familiar  with  every  detail  of 
the  work.  He  continued  thus  until  1892,  when  he 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  position  of  secretary 
of  the  Fales,  Jenks  Machine  Company.  Mr.  Fales 
is  also  president  of  the  United  States  Cotton  Com- 
pany; vice-president  of  the  E.  Jenks  Spinning  Com- 
pany; director  of  the  Pawtucket  Manufacturing 
Company  and  Pawtucket  branch  of  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company,  and  has  served  other  concerns  of 
importance  in  Pawtucket  and  Central  Falls.  He  was 
a resident  of  Central  Falls  until  1900,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Barrington.  While  in  Central  Falls  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  Assembly  for  three 
terms,  1896-1900,  being  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  did  good  work  for  his  constituency. 
Mr.  Fales  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  be- 
longs to  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  Provi- 
dence. Socially  he  holds  membership  in  the  Pom- 
ham  and  Squantum  Clubs. 

Mr.  Fales  married  Emma  G.  Kelley,  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  and  they  have  had  one  son,  Jer- 
ome Richmond,  born  Nov.  3,  1889. 

(VHI)  Warren  R.  Fales,  born  Oct.  28,  1862, 
son  of  John  R.,  attended  the  public  schools  at  Cen- 
tral Falls,  and  the  Friends’  School  in  Providence, 
and*  also  Deane  Academy  at  Franklin,  Mass.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to  work  in  the 
foundry  of  the  Fales,  Jenks  Machine  Company,  and 
learned  the  moulder’s  trade,  putting  in  four  years, 
and  taking  up  the  work  as  the  other  men  did. 
Those  four  years  Mr.  Fales  regards  as  most  valu- 
able to  bim  in  the  way  of  discipline  and  attention 
to  business.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  no  special  business,  having  spent  much  time  in 
traveling  for  the  last  twelve  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  been  much  in  England  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  he  has  also  traveled  twice  around  the 
world.  He  maintained  his  home,  however,  for 
eight  years  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Fales  has  re- 
cently purchased  the  old  Whitcomb  homestead 
in  East  Providence,  one  of  the  finest  old  places 
there,  the  house  having  been  built  in  1810.  Here 
he  is  engaged  in  the  raising  of  fowls  on  a large 
5cale. 


Mr.  Fales  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  Pawtucket;  Ossamequin  Lodge,  Red 
Men,  of  Pawtucket;  Elk  Lodge,  No.  14,  of  Provi- 
dence; and  What  Cheer  Lodge,  Order  of  Harbor 
Pilots,  of  Providence.  He  has,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
finest  libraries  in  Rhode  Island,  representing  al- 
ready an  outlay  of  about  $20,000,  and  consisting 
of  the  most  rare  and  elegantly  bound  works  of  an- 
cient and  modern  novelists  and  historians.  He  is 
a great  reader  himself,  and  his  extensive  reading 
and  travels  have  given  him  a fund  of  knowledge 
most  interesting  and  entertaining.  He  is  also  a 
great  lover  of  art — as  expressed  in  the  works  of 
some  of  the  old  and  new  masters. 

Mr.  Fales  married  Miss  Carrie  B.  Hopkins, 
daughter  of  Parley  and  Sarah  B.  Hopkins,  of  Prov- 
idence. Their  children  are  Harrie  Lee  and  LeRoy 
Atherton. 

(VI)  James  G.  Fales,  son  of  John  and  Roby 
(Gilmore)  Fales,  born  March  17,  1814,  in  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  married  Maria  Aldrich,  of  Central 
Falls,  R.  I.,  and  seven  children  were  born  to  them, 
six  of  whom  are  living  in  Central  Falls.  Mr.  Fales 
was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  Fales  homestead 
which  for  generations  has  been  in  tbe  Fales  name. 
In  early  boyhood  he  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  the  commqn  schools  of  his  town  af- 
forded. At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began  assist- 
ing his  father  with  the  farm  work,  and  continued 
so  occupied  until  eighteen  years  old,  by  which  time 
he  concluded  that  perhaps  there  was  a less  labori- 
ous and  more  lucrative  path  in  life  to  travel  than 
that  of  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  so  chose  to  seek  fortune 
along  another  avenue.  Going  to  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
in  1843,  he  learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  which 
occupation,  however,  proved  injurious  to  his  health, 
and  in  the  course  of  several  years  was  abandoned. 
Following  this  and  until  1847,  he  was  occupied  in 
retailing  garden  produce.  Frugal,  industrious,  and 
economical,  he  saved  his  earnings,  and  in  the  year 
last  named  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business, 
opening  a store  on  North  Main  street,  in  Paw- 
tucket. In  1852  he  discontinued  the  business  in 
Pawtucket,  and  opened  a similar  store  in  Central 
Falls,  R.  I.,  where  his  sons  were  in  business  until 
1906,  when  they  sold  out.  Here  he  continued  in 
the  same  line  of  business  until  1874,  at  which  time 
he  was  succeeded  by  two  of  his  sons,  who  are  still 
among  the  live,  energetic  and  successful  business 
men  of  that  place. 

The  senior  Mr.  Fales,  through  his  own  efforts, 
by  the  force  of  his  makeup,  business  tact,  good 
judgment  and  management,  gradually  prospered 
and  met  with  remarkable  success,  becoming  a man 
of  means  and  influence  in  his  community,  a suc- 
cessful business  man  and  excellent  citizen.  A self- 
made  man  he  was  admired  for  the  position  he 
carved  out  for  himself,  and  he  bore  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  so  long 
mingled.  As  may  be  inferred,  Mr.  Fales  became 
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a large  property  owner,  and  after  his  retirement 
from  active  business  life,  was  kept  reasonably  busy 
in  caring  for  his  property  interests. 

In  the  morning  of  bis  manhood  j\lr.  Fales  was 
a Jacksonian  Democrat.  He  became  a Free-soiler 
and  then  a Republican,  with  which  party  he 
acted  for  many  years.  He  was  on  the  board  of  as- 
sessors for  some  years.  Though  nearly  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  i\lr. 
Fales  was  in  possession  of  all  his  faculties  to  a re- 
markable degree,  and  physically  was  quite  strong 
and  active.  He  passed  away  March  2,  1901.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  James  G.  Fales  and 
his  wife : Robie  A.,  who  married  James  FI.  An- 
drews, of  Central  Falls;  David  L. ; Joseph  E. ; 
James  Henry;  Ellen,  who  married  Charles  Parker, 
of  Central  Falls ; and  Alice,  who  married  Horace 
Fletcher. 

(VH)  David  L.  Fales,  son  of  Janies  G.  and 
Maria  (Aldrich)  Fales,  born  Dec.  22,  1839,  in  At- 
tleboro, Mass.,  married  Dec.  5,  1865,  Melissa  A. 
Gage,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Isaiah 
Gage.  She  died  April  25,  1868,  and  he  married 
on  April  27,  1870,  Cordelia  A.,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Joanna  (Proctor)  Fales,  of  Farmington, 
Ohio.  Two  children  came  to  the  first  marriage, 
one  of  whom  died  Jan.  3,  1867 ; the  other,  Edward 
L.,  born  April  9,  1868 ; and  two  children  to  the  sec- 
ond, namely:  William  C.,  born  Jan.  28,  1871  ; and 
Edith  May,  born  Aug.  ii,  1874,  who  died  May  20, 
1896. 

David  L.  Fales  came  to  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  in 
1843,  with  his  father’s  family,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  town  laid  the  foundation  of  his  ed- 
ucation. At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  with  Mr. 
Stephen  R.  Bucklin,  of  Pawtucket,  at  the  black- 
smith’s trade.  After  this  for  a short  period  he  was 
employed  in  the  shop  of  Fales  & Jenks.  In  the 
spring  of  1862,  during  the  Civil  war,  when  a call 
was  made  by  our  government  for  troops  to  meet  a 
threatened  attack  on  the  national  capitol  at  Wash- 
ington, young  Fales  enlisted  in  Company  H,  9th 
R.  I.  V.  I.,  for  the  period  of  three  months,  being 
enrolled  May  26,  1862.  He  shared  the  experiences 
of  his  regiment,  which  was  organized  by  Col. 
Charles  T.  Robbins,  who  accompanied  it  to  Wash- 
ington, and  was  engaged  in  duty  about  the  latter 
city  until  its  muster  out.  Sept.  2,  1862.  On  Sept, 
loth,  IMr.  Fales  re-enlisted,  becoming  a corporal 
in  Company  B,  nth  R.  I.  V.  I.,  which  organiza- 
tion was  organized  as  a nine  months’  regiment  to 
meet  the  call  of  the  President  of  August,  1862,  for 
300,000  men.  The  regiment  left  Providence  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Edwin  Metcalf  for  Washing- 
ton, and  figured  during  the  term  of  its  service  with 
the  Eastern  Arm>.  Corjjoral  Fales  after  sharing 
the  fortunes  of  the  command  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  with  an  honorable  war  record  July  13, 
1863. 

Returning  to  Rhode  Island  after  his  military 


experience,  owing  to  ill  hea|th  Mr.  Fales  for  a time 
rested  from  business,  then  again  entered  the  shops 
of  the  Fales  & Jenks  Company,  and  continued  in 
their  employ  for  five  years.  In  1868  he  opened  a 
periodical  store  and  fruit  stand  on  High  street,  in 
the  town  of  Central  Falls,  and  continued  to  conduct 
same  until  1871,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  became 
a partner  with  his  brother-in-law,  James  H.  An- 
drews, in  the  steam  and  gas  pipe  business,  under 
the  firm  title  of  the  Pawtucket  Steam  & Gas  Pipe 
Company,  a business  in  which  he  was  engaged 
until  Jan.  i,  1903.  His  location  was  at  No.  32  East 
avenue,  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Fales  was  treasurer  of  the 
company  from  its  organization.  He  has  always 
been  ranked  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
his  town,  enterprising  and  progressive.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a Knight  Templar, 
and  a member  of  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine; 
he  was  master  of  Jenks  Lodge  for  two  years,  and 
a charter  member  of  same.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

(VII)  Joseph  E.  Fales,  son  of  James  C.  and 
Maria  (Aldrich)  Fales,  born  Nov.  12,  1841,  in  At- 
tleboro, Mass.,  married  Feb.  5,  1877,  Sarah  E.  Dun- 
ham, who  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  April  6,  1850, 
daughter  of  Arza  and  Emeline  (Parmeter)  Dun- 
ham, of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Four  children  have 
blessed  the  union : Annie,  born  Nov.  4,  1877,  in 
Pawtucket,  died  Feb.  16,  1880.  The  other  three 
children  were  born  in  Central  Falls,  Bertha  Dun- 
ham, Feb.  7,  1881;  Lester  P.,  Dec.  31,  1883;  and 
Flossie  L.,  April  i,  1885. 

Mr.  Fales’s  boyhood  was  passed  in  Pawtucket 
and  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  his  father  having  removed 
with  his  family  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  in  his  baby- 
hood. He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Pawtucket 
and  Central  Falls,  and  subsequently  received  prac- 
tical business  training  in  the  A.  G.  Scholfield  Bus- 
iness College,  at  Providence.  After  his  school  days 
were  over,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  com- 
menced learning  painting  with  John  P.  Arlin,  with 
whom  he  worked  until  he  reached  his  majority. 

For  a number  of  years  following  the  completion 
of  his  trade  IMr.  Fales  was  engaged  in  various 
branches  of  the  painting  business  in  and  about 
Pawtucket  and  Central  Falls.  He  was  first  em- 
jiloyed  by  Henry  C.  L.  Dorsey,  at  sign  painting, 
then  was  engaged  in  carriage  painting  by  Eli  New- 
ell, of  Pawtucket.  He  was  next  engaged  in  car- 
riage painting  in  the  Stephen  Perry  Building,  on 
Mill  street,  at  Central  Falls,  and  for  a period  car- 
ried on  the  husiness  of  house  painting  for  himself.!; 
He  subsequently  formed  a partnership  with  E.  H.'h  - 
Wade,  their  place  of  business  being  on  the  site  oflt  f 
the  present  Farwell  mills.  Later  on  Mr.  Fales  pur^  U 
chased  his  partner’s  interest  in  the  business  and  forj 
a number  of  years  was  sole  proprietor.  His  nextf" ' 
venture  was  in  the  West.  This  was  in  the  line  oft 
speculating  in  real  estate  at  Cameron  Junction,  Mo.,W 
in  which  he  met  with  success.  Returning  to  Cen-j  j 
tral  Falls  he  resumed  his  former  occupation  and]  y 
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followed  it  until  1873,  in  which  year  he  became 
identified  with  his  brother,  J.  Henry  Pales,  in  the 
grocery  business  on  the  corner  of  Central  and  High 
streets.  Central  Falls.  This  business  has  since  been 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  Pales  Brothers,  and 
is  the  largest  in  that  line  in  Central  Falls.  Through 
their  business  tact  and  ability,  with  care  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  business  affairs,  and  industrious 
and  frugal  habits,  the  Pales  Brothers  have  built  up 
an  extensive  business,  and  are  known  far  and  wide 
in  their  section  as  honest,  straightforward  men  and 
good  citizens. 

While  yet  in  his  teens  Joseph  Pales  was  a mem- 
ber of  a military  company  known  as  the  Pawtucket 
Light  Guard.  He  is  now  a member  of  Jenks 
Lodge,  Central  Falls  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association, 
and  the  Lincoln  Republican  Association.  He  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Central 
Falls  for  six  years,  and  was  elected  mayor  in  1901, 
for  the  year  1902.  He  was  at  one  time  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  Lincoln.  Mr.  Fales  and 
family  attend  the  Broad  street  Baptist  Church  at 
Central  Falls,  the  Baptist  Church  being  the  Church 
of  his  family. 

(VTI)  James  Henry  Fales,  son  of  James  G., 
born  July  30,  1843,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Pawtucket  and  Cen- 
tral Falls.  He  left  school  when  twenty  years  of 
age,  having  taken  substantially  all  the  studies 
taught  in  the  public  schools  at  that  time.  Soon 
after  leaving  school,  on  Aug.  6,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  nth  R.  1.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Thrasher  in 
command,  and  served  for  nine  months,  being  in 
Virginia  practically  all  the  time.  After  coming 
back  he  worked  for  a time  for  Alvin  S.  Jenks  and 
Henrv  S.  Fairbanks,  two  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of 
Central  Falls  and  Pawtucket,  and  on  April  i,  1865. 
he  entered  his  father’s  store  as  a clerk,  continuing 
until  he  and  his  brother  bought  the  business  of  their 
father  in  1874.  He  has  continued  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Fales  Brothers  ever  since.  Mr.  Fales  is  a 
careful,  thoughtful,  conservative  business  man. 
Trained  in  an  excellent  school  of  finance  and  busi- 
ness methods  by  his  father,  and  inheriting  qualities 
of  thrift  and  economy,  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  miss  success.  Nevertheless  those  who  have 
had  business  relations  with  him  have  found  due 
cause  for  respect  and  admiration  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  handled  the  important  affairs  which 
have  come  into  his  hands.  Like  his  father  and 
brother  he  is  largely  interested  in  real  estate  and 
tenement  properties  in  Central  Falls,  the  tenements 
of  the  estate  of  James  G.  and  the  two  brothers  num- 
bering about  seventy.  Mr.  Fales  has  been  a Re- 
publican but  not  active  in  politics.  He  is  a member 
of  Blue  Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  Central  Falls,  and 
of  the  Universalist  Church  of  Central  Falls. 

Mr.  Fales  married  Cornelia,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Fales,  of  Farmington,  Ohio,  and  two  children 
have  come  to  bless  this  marriage,  Gertrude  and 
Ruth. 
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JOHN  H.  EDWARDS.  The  name  of  Edwards 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State  history  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  one  that  has  been  identified  for  years 
with  the  growth  and  development  of  the  town  of 
West  Greenwich. 

John  Edwards,  father  of  John  H.  Edwards, 
born  in  Coventry,  R.  L,  Feb.  9,' 1809,  was  a triplet, 
and  was  one  of  a family  of  twelve  born  to  Richard 
Edwards.  He  married  Lucinda  King,  of  Scituate, 
born  in  i8ri,  who  died  in  1882  in  Warwick,  while 
visiting  a daughter  who  was  a resident  of  that 
place.  IMr.  Edwards  removed  to  West  Greenwich, 
and  there  spent  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life,  pass- 
ing away  in  1884,  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  that  place.  He  was  active  in  politics  as 
a member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  town 
sergeant  for  a number  of  years.  Mr.  Edwards  was 
the  father  of  the  following  children : Rhodes  K., 
Benjamin  S.,  George  W.,  Amy  A.,  Mercy,  Lucinda, 
John  Henry,  Abby  F.  and  Sullivan  M. 

John  Henry  Edwards  was  born  in  West  Green- 
wicli,  R.  L,  Jan.  6,  1846,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  place  of  his  nativity  until  tlie  earlv 
part  of  the  Civil  war,  when,  in  November,  1861,  at 
the  early  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  enlisted  in  Troop 
h , I St  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  He  was 
discharged  in  May,  1862,  after  a long  and  painful 
illness  with  rheumatic  fever.  After  the  war  he 
again  turned  to  his  studies,  attending  Greenwich 
Academy  and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
at  Sutfield,  Conn.  He  taught  school  for  a number 
of  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  business,  con- 
ducting a general  store  at  Noose  Neck.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Frenchtown  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  1872,  resigning,  however,  in  1879, 
to  accept  an  appointment  from  the  Rhode  Island 
P)aptist  State  Convention  as  missionary  colporteur 
for  the  State.  This  last  position  he  resigned  after 
about  two  years’  service,  and  accepted  an  invitation 
to  become  pastor  of  the  Exeter  Baptist  Church, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  1893,  when  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  ill  health  after  having  been 
pastor  of  that  church  for  eleven  years.  During  his 
Exeter  pastorate  his  church  entertained  the  Nar- 
ragansett  Baptist  Association.  He  was  moderator 
of  the  association  in  1885,  and  the  appointed 
preacher  before  that  body  in  1889.  Since  the  close 
of  the  Exeter  pastorate  Mr.  Edwards  has  not  been 
in  the  active  ministry,  but  has  sometimes  tempor- 
arily served  neighboring  churches,  as  occasion  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  given  effective  public  service. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  school  committee  and  su- 
perintendent of  schools  from  1883  to  1892,  and  is 
now  serving  his  eighteenth  year  as  town  clerk  of 
his  adopted  town.  He  became  senator  in  January, 
1902,  and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a 
Republican,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  took  a foremost  part  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads,  in  1902, 
became  its  first  chairman,  and  has  served  as  such 
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continuously  ever  since.  He  drew  up  the  origi- 
nal bill  of  the  present  good  roads  law  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. He  is  a man  of  high  and  just  ideas,  and  be- 
lieves that  the  ballot  box  is  the  only  medium 
through  which  the  integrity  of  our  political  and 
civil  institutions  may  be  preserved. 

iMr.  Edwards  was  married  Dec.  3,  1871,  to 
Phoebe  H.  Brown,  daughter  of  Seth  A.  and  Lu- 
cinda (Corey)  Brown,  of  Exeter,  and  has  one  son, 
William  H.,  who  was  born  in  West  Greenwich, 
Oct.  20,  1872. 

WOOD  (Burrillville  family).  This  old  and 
honored  family  of  Burrillville  now  represented  as 
heads  of  families  in  the  persons  of  Francis  M.  and 
Manning  Wood,  highly  esteemed  and  substantial 
citizens,  trace  the  family  record  to  William  Wood, 
who,  according  to  records  in  the  family,  came  from 
England  to  Rhode  Island  but  only  resided  here  a 
few  years,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  country. 
He  had  three  sons,  Charles,  William  and  iMarma- 
duke.  Charles  Wood  also  returned  to  England, 
but  William  and  Marmaduke  remained  in  this 
country,  and  the  former  married  July  2,  1727,  in 
Warwick,  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  Collins,  and 
their  children  were : Thomas,  William,  Betsey, 
John,  Umphrey,  Charles,  Molly,  Armah  and  Sally. 

John  Wood,  son  of  William  and  Ann,  was  born 
Oct.  26,  1740,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Burrill- 
ville, where  he  was  engaged  as  a farmer  and  tavern- 
keeper,  his  house  being  on  the  site  of  the  present 
residence  of  his  great-grandson,  Otis  W.  Wood, 
at  Harrisville.  John  Wood  was  a large  land- 
holder, his  farm  embracing  all  of  the  present  vil- 
lages of  Harrisville  and  Graniteville,  and  consid- 
erable of  the  surrounding  territory.  He  also  owned 
land  on  Prince  Edward  Island,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
resided  there  for  a period.  In  September,  1795, 
he  left  Rhode  Island  to  pay  a visit  to  his  former 
home  in  Nova  Scotia,  and,  as  he  was  never  again 
heard  from,  it  is  supposed  he  met  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  his  destination,  as 
they  were  known  to  have  been  in  uprising  at  that 
time.  John  Wood  married  Jan.  ii,  1761,  in  Johns- 
ton, R.  I.,  Sarah  IM.  McDonald,  who  died  Feb. 
17,  1814.  Their  children  were:  John,  born  Oct. 
19,  1767;  Sally,  born  in  1770,  married  a Mr.  Em- 
erson, and  located  at  Douglas,  Mass. ; Lydia,  born 
June  9,  1779,  married  x\sahel  Albee,  and  removed 
to  Charlton,  Massachusetts. 

Captain  John  Wood,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
what  is  now  Burrillville,  and  his  entire  life  was 
spent  in  the  locality  where  he  was  born.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  farming  operations  he  kept  a store  and 
tavern  and  also  conducted  a blacksmith  shop.  His 
home  for  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  the  place 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Francis  M.  Wood,  at 
Graniteville.  Captain  Wood  was  a man  of  influ- 
ence in  the  community,  and  received  his  title  be- 
cause of  being  an  officer  in  the  local  militia,  and 
was  sometimes  called  ‘‘S(iuire”  W'cod.  lie  dietl 


Sept.  9,  1827.  Captain  Wood  married  Roba  Smith, 
born  Nov.  i,  1774,  daughter  of  Arnold  Smith,  and 
she  died  April  20,  1849.  She  and  her  daughters 
were  members  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church,  and  at- 
tended meetings  when  they  were  held  in  what  is 
called  the  “old  town  house”>*near  their  home.  The 
children  of  John  and  Roba  Wood  were:  (i)  Char- 
lotte, born  Jan.  19,  1795,  married  William  Albee, 
a carpenter,  and  resided  in  Burrillville,  his  farm 
being  the  one  now  occupied  as  the  town  poor  farm, 
and  there  her  death  occurred  Oct.  13,  1845.  (2) 

Otis,  born  May  5,  1796,  married  Celia  Sayles,  and 
resided  at  Harrisville.  (3)  Fenner,  born  Jan.  i, 
1798,  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Smith,  born  Oct. 
7,  1799,  married  Nancy  Olney,  and  died  May  26, 
1876.  He  was  a farmer,  later  a machinist  and  also 
conducted  a tavern  and  served  as  postmaster  at 
Harrisville.  (5)  Amey,  born  March  24,  1803,  mar- 
ried John  Olney,  and  died  March  7,  1863.  (6) 

Laura,  born  Dec.  23,  1804,  married  Hardin  Sayles, 
a manufacturer  at  Pascoag,  and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  late  Albert  L.  Sayles  of  Pascoag.  (7) 
Maria,  born  Feb.  13,  1809,  uiarried  Capt.  Syria 
Sherman,  a stone  mason,  and  resided  in  Burrill- 
ville, where  she  died  April  2,  1864.  (8)  Marana, 

born  Oct.  21,  1816,  married  William  Wilcox,  and 
resided  in  Burrillville,  where  she  died. 

Fenner  Wood,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Bur- 
rillville, Jan.  I,  1798,  and  inherited  the  home  farm 
from  his  father.  He  lived  there  until  his  death, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  for  many 
years  he  suffered  from  poor  health,  and  was  un- 
able to  do  any  hard  labor.  He  died  Feb.  ii,  1876, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Pascoag  cemetery.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  on  July  7,  1821,  to  Sarah  .Ar- 
nold, born  Oct.  i,  1801,  who  died  Jan.  14,  1822, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Sarah,  born  Jan.  i,  1822, 
now  the  widow  of  Anan  Richardson,  of  Uxbridge, 
Mass.  Fenner  Wood  married  (second)  Nov.  9, 
1826,  Sarah  Sayles,  of  Burrillville,  born  March  27, 
1801,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Lydia  (Angell) 
Sayles,  and  she  died  Sept.  28,  1880,  in  her  eigh- 
tieth year.  The  children  of  this  union  were : Lo- 
renzo, born  April  27,  1828,  died  Aug.  20th  of  that 
year;  Mary  Ann  Frances,  born  June  6,  1829,  died 
June  19,  1829;  Francis  Marion,  born  Dec.  ii,  1831 ; 
and  Manning,  born  April  5,  1834. 

Francis  Marion.  Wood,  eldest  son  of  Fenner 
Wood,  was  born  in  the  house  he  now  occupies,  at 
Graniteville,  Dec.  li,  1831,  and  in  his  native  lo- 
cality received  but  limited  educational  advantages. 
His  father’s  poor  health,  covering  a period  of  a 
number  of  years,  made  it  necessary  that  the  son 
should  take  the  management  of  the  farm  upon  his 
own  shoulders,  and  this  young  Wood  did  when 
but  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  showed  unusual 
aptitude  for  a lad  of  his  years,  and  was  a most  in- 
dustrious and  faithful  son.  He  conducted  the  farm 
with  success,  and  later  established  a milk  route  in 
the  neighboring  villages,  which  he  conducted  for 
fcrty-sevcn  years,  until  disjiosing  of  it  in  1901  to 
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Hunter  C.  White.  Mr.  Wood  owns  a number  of 
tenement  houses  in  Graniteville,  and  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  village  was  owned  at  one  time  by 
either  Mr.  Wood  or  his  father.  He  now  utilizes 
his  entire  farm  in  the  growing  of  hay.  At  one 
time  with  his  brother  as  a partner  he  conducted  a 
general  store  at  Pascoag,  under  the  firm  name  of  F. 
M.  and  M.  Wood. 

Mr.  Wood  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance.  He  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  town  council  for  many  years,  at 
one  time  holding  that  office  for  ten  consecutive 
terms,  was  judge  of  the  town  court  of  Burrillville 
under  the  old  trial  justice  system  for  four  years, 
until  he  resigned,  served  four  consecutive  years  as 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  when  the 
prohibitory  constitutional  amendment  enactment 
was  passed  in  1886  iMr.  Wood  was  a strong  sup- 
porter of  it.  He  was  a member  of  the  House  when 
that  measure  was  later  repealed.  He  has  been  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  settle  estates  and  to  serve  as 
trustee.  For  seven  years  he  was  a trustee  of  the 
Pascoag  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a member  of  Pas- 
coag Lodge,  No.  33,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Burrillville 
Grange,  No.  4.  Mr.  Wood  has  made  several  trips 
to  the  Western  country,  the  first  one  prior  to  the 
time  of  the  railroads  in  the  sections  he  visited. 

Mr.  Wood  has  been  twice  married.  On  Oct. 
26,  1854,  he  wedded  Maria  B.  Copeland,  daughter 
of  Lyman  and  Phebe  (Thompson)  Copeland,  and 
she  died  Nov.  i,  1869,  in  her  thirty-ninth  year. 
These  children  were  born  to  the  union ; Leona 
Maria,  born  July  14,  1856,  married  Charles  War- 
ren Hopkins,  who  is  engaged  in  the  sawmilling  bus- 
iness at  Hillsboro,  Mass. ; Sarah  Fenner,  born  Aug. 
3,  1861,  married  Charles  E.  Evers,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  and  has  three  children,  Marion  F.,  Howard 
C.  and  Raymond  M. ; Walter,  born  Oct.  6,  1867, 
married  Lizzie  Brown,  and  resides  at  Valley  Falls, 
R,  L,  where  he  is  connected  with  the  Frank  Wood 
Manufacturing  Company;  and  Waldo,  twin  to 
Walter,  died  Nov.  4,  i860,  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
Mr.  Francis  M.  Wood  for  his  second  wife  married, 
Dec.  5,  1872,  Anna  L.  Church,  of  Providence,  born 
Feb.  27,  1844,  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Eliza- 
beth B.  (Gardner)  Church.  One  daughter  was 
born  to  this  union:  Niletta  Elizabeth,  born  Aug. 
30,  1873,  the  wife  of  Bernie  H.  Pierce,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  and  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, Sylveria,  Anna  and  Vern  Luman. 

Manning  Wood,  son  of  Fenner,  was  born  April 
5,  1834,  on  the  homestead  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended  dur- 
ing the  winter  seasons,  his  summers  being  spent  in 
hard  work  on  the  farm.  He  lived  at  home  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  at  this  time  commenced 
work  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Remington  & Colby 
at  Graniteville,  where  he  remained  about  a year. 
He  then  went  tO'  Glendale  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
Jerome  A.  Salisbury  for  a year,  became  assistant 
bookkeeper  at  the  Graniteville  Mill  then  operated 


by  J.  T.  Seagraves  & Co.,  and  after  three  years,  in 
company  with  Charles  H.  Sayles,  engaged  in  a 
general  store  business  at  Pascoag,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sayles  & Wood.  About  one  year  later  Mr, 
Wood  disposed  of  his  interests  in  this  business  and 
purchased  the  store  at  Graniteville,  where  he  had 
first  been  employed  as  a clerk.  About  three  years 
later  he  disposed  of  his  business  and  established 
a store  business  at  Glendale,  where  he  was  located 
for  a few  years,  but  soon  removed  to  Otter  River, 
Mass.,  a short  time  being  spent  at  this  place.  At 
this  time  he  located  in  Pascoag,  purchasing  the 
store  of  Duty  S.  Salisbury,  which  he  conducted  for 
about  a dozen  years,  a part  of  which  time  his 
brother  Francis  iM.  was  a partner,  under  the  firm 
name  of  F.  M.  & M.  Wood.  For  a time  afterwards 
Manning  Wood  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods  at  Happy  Hollow,  town  of  Ux- 
bridge, Mass.,  and  he  then  became  an  employe  of 
Sayles  & Nichols,  who  operated  the  White  Mill, 
later  becoming  bookkeeper  for  William  H.  Shel- 
don, who  conducted  a box  factory  and  planing  mill 
at  Pascoag.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sheldon  Mr. 
Wood  continued  to  manage  the  property  for  the 
heirs,  which  he  did  for  many  years,  the  term  of  ser- 
vice with  this  company  covering  a period  of  fif- 
teen years.  For  about  two  years  Mr.  Wood  was 
employed  as  a bookkeeper  for  the  Fred  L.  Sayles 
Company,  retiring  from  active  business  in  1903. 

Mr.  Wood  is  president  and  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Frank  Wood  Manufacturing  Company, 
at  Valley  Falls,  R.  L,  manufacturers  of  fancy  tapes. 
He  is  a charter  member,  and  is  leading  and  active, 
in  Granite  Lodge,  No.  33,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he 
has  filled  all  of  the  chairs.  He  has  been  a Repub- 
lican since  the  organization  of  the  party,  casting  his 
first  ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency. 

On  Nov.  23,  1854,  Mr.  Wood  was  married  in 
Burrillville,  to  Harriet  A.  Copeland,  born  Sept.  13, 
1834,  in  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Phebe  (Thompson)  Copeland,  and 'to  this  union 
came  children  as  follows : Hattie,  born  Oct.  25, 
1857,  died  Dec.  16,  1857 ; Grace,  born  Dec.  25, 
i860,  married  William  Hinchliffe,  secretary  and 
superintendent  of  the  Frank  Wood  Manufacturing 
Company;  Phebe  Maria,  born  Jan.  3,  1863,  married 
Fred  L.  Sayles,  of  Pascoag,  and  their  only  child, 
Albert  L.,  died  April  6,  1906,  in  his  fifteenth  year ; 
Frank,  born  May  4,  1865  ; and  Charles,  born  Aug. 
13,  1867,  died  Nov.  3,  1869. 

Frank  Wood,  son  of  ^Manning,  born  May  4, 
1865,  in  Burrillville,  after  completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
went  to  work  in  the  carding  room  of  A. 
L.  Sayles’  factory  at  Pascoag.  Later  he  took  a 
course  at  the  Philadelphia  Textile  School,  where  he 
received  the  kind  of  education  that  has  fitted  him 
for  the  line  of  work  in  which  he  has  since  engaged. 
He  was  employed  for  one  year  by  the  National 
and  Providence  Worsted  Mills,  in  the  capacity  of 
assistant  designer.  After  leaving  this  place  he  was 
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employed  as  assistant  designer  in  the  Farwell 
\\"orsted  IMills  at  Central  Falls,  where  he  remained 
for  one  year  and  then  engaged  with  the  Hope  Web- 
bing Company,  of  Pawtucket,  as  their  designer. 
Three  years  later  he  left  this  concern  to  establish, 
with  his  father,  the  business  of  the  Frank  Wood 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  is  treasurer 
and  general  manager.  The  Frank  Wood  Manu- 
facturing Company  was  the  first  company  in  the 
F'nited  States  started  for  the  exclusive  manufac- 
ture of  fancy  and  feather-stitch  tapes.  It  has  en- 
joyed prosperity  from  the  start  and  the  business  is 
constantly  increasing. 

Mr.  Frank  Wood  married  June  i8,  1901,  Alice, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  E.  and  Amy  ( Southwick ) 
Bullard,  of  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  to  this  union 
there  have  been  born  two  children : Wendell  South- 
wick, Jan.  6,  1903  ; and  Gertrude  Amy,  April  10, 
1905.  Mr.  Wood  is  a member  of  Granite  Lodge 
No.  33.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Pascoag,  in  which  he  served 
as  secretary  for  several  years. 

H(9RACE  ARNOLD  EOLLETT,  of  the  Elev- 
enth Judicial  District  Court,  is  one  of  Cumberland’s 
best  known  and  most  truly  venerated  citizens,  and 
is  a most  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  old 
and  honorable  families  of  New  England.  Mr.  Eol- 
lett  was  born  June  7.  1823,  at  the  old  Tower  home- 
stead, ‘‘Tower  Hill.” 

The  Eollett  family  can  be  traced  to  1066,  when 
at  least  one  member  accompanied  William  the  Con- 
queror from  Erance  to  England.  In  1295  Baron 
Eollett  was  summoned  to  Parliament,  Gn.,  a bend  ar. 
His  descendants  settled  in  different  parts  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  In  1599  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Eollett 
was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  in  1619  he 
was  created  a peer.  His  ancestor  was  Lord  Fol- 
lett  of  Pyrton,  of  Worcester,  England.  His  arms ; 
Ar.,  a lion  ramp.,  double  queried  purp.,  crowned  or. 
Crest;  a nag’s  head  ar.,  issuing  from  ducal  coronet, 
or.  Supporters,  two  lions  ramp.,  purp. 

The  first  trace  of  the  Eollett  family  in  New 
England  is  found  in  1640,  several  of  the  name  ap- 
pearing at  Dover,  the  earliest  of  whom  was  John 
Eollett  in  that  year  and  William  Follett  in  1651. 
Dne  Robert  Eollett  appeared  at  Salem,  and  there 
was  married,  according  to  “American  Ancestry,” 
July  29,  1655.  to  Persis  Black,  and  it  was  from  this 
couple  that  there  descended  the  Eolletts  of  Eastern 
Connecticut  and  nearby  points  in  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island.  The  children  of  Robert  and 
Persis  (Black)  Follett  were;  John,  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Benjamin.  Of  these,  Abraham  Follett 
was  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  Isaac  at  Salem,  Mass., 
and  Benjamin  stttled  in  the  town  of  Windham, 
Conn.,  removing  thither  in  1709.  He  had  married, 
in  1707,  Patience  Doulee.  One  branch  of  the  Wind- 
ham family  removed  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where  Eliplialet  Follett, 
son  of  Benjamin  (2),  grandson  of  Benjamin  and 


great-grandson  of  Robert  Follett,  was  killed  in  the 
memorable  Wyoming  massacre. 

Another  branch  of  the  Follett  family  of  i\las- 
sachusetts  located  in  Cumberland,  this  Common- 
wealth, where  the  earliest  town  vital  record  is  of 
the  family  of  Abraham  and  Patience  (Razee)  Fol- 
lett, and  comprises  children  as  follows : William, 
born  Dec.  20,  1757;  iMary,  Dec.  14,  1758;  Levi, 
Dec.  13,  1761;  George,  Sept.  18,  1762;  Lucy,  July 
24,  1764;  Benjamin,  July  ii,  1766;  Comfort  and 
Oliver  (twins),  April  4,  1768;  Hannah,  Feb.  28, 
1770;  Luther,  March  21,  1772;  Patience,  July  14, 
1774;  and  Abraham,  Dec.  29,  1775. 

Comfort  Follett,  son  of  Abraham  and  Patience, 
born  April  4,  1768,  married  May  27,  1792,  Lois, 
daughter  of  Enoch  Tower,  and  their  children  of 
Cumberland  town  record  were ; Ambrose,  born 
Sept.  8,  1793;  Ellis,  April  7,  1795;  Ruth,  April  13, 
1797;  Nathan,  April  30,  1800  (died  Eeb.  ii,  1816)  ; 
Lydia  Sinda,  June  8.  1802;  Willard,  May  26,  1807; 
Adeline,  Eeb.  20,  1809;  Albert,  Feb.  10,  1811: 
Laura,  May  3,  1813;  and  Horace,  Aug.  8,  1815 
(died  Feb.  5,  1816).  Comfort  Follett  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  and  his  wife,  Lois,  in  June,  1861. 

Ellis  Eollett,  son  of  Comfort  and  Lois  (Tower) 
Follett,  was  born  April  7,  1795.  He  married  Ada- 
line  (Amesbury)  Arnold,  of  Cumberland,  R.  L,  and 
died,  in  December,  1877.  His  widow  passed  away 
in  August,  1886.  Their  son 

Horace  Arnold  Follett  was  born  June  7,  1823. 
He  married  Rebecca  R.  Jillson,  born  May  9,  1833. 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Susannah  (Taft)  Jill- 
son, the  former  a descendant  of  James  Jillson,  an 
early  settler  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  through  Nathaniel 
and  Nathaniel  Jillson  (2)  and  Nathaniel  Jillson 
(3).  The  two  daughters  of  Horace  Arnold  Fol- 
lett, Emma  Arnold  and  Jennie  Tower,  both  highly 
educated,  refined  ladies,  who  have  enjoyed  many 
advantages,  reside  with  their  parents  at  the  his- 
toric old  home  known  as  “Tower  Hill,”  which,  in 
connection  with  the  history  of  the  old  family, 
has  a very  interesting  story.  This  estate  has  come 
down  through  200  years  to  this  family,  from  Ben- 
jamin and  Deborah  Tower.  Its  situation  is  one  of 
the  highest  in  all  Rhode  Island,  from  which  the 
beacon  lights  flashed  out  their  signals  on  Narra- 
gansett  Bay  in  the  days  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Horace  Arnold  Eollett  was  educated  in  both 
private  and  public  schools  and  enjoyed  instruction 
from  private'  teachers.  After  completing  his  edu- 
cation he  assisted  his  father  in  his  business,  this 
being  the  building  of  boats,  and  in  the  management 
of  his  estate  generally.  In  1870  he  was  elected 
town  clerk,  and  he  held  this  position  uninterrupt- 
edly for  a period  of  seventeen  years,  and  for  the 
same  time  was  council  clerk,  probate  clerk,  assessor 
of  taxes  and  member  of  the  school  board,  and  held 
still  other  offices,  being  elected  president  of  the 
town  council  and  twice  a member  of  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
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Cumberland,  in  1871,  and  has  been  with  the  court 
ever  since.  He  is  a represeijtative  member  of  two 
of  the  old  ancestral  families  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
the  following  account  is  given  a brief  story  of  the 
Tower  family. 

John  Tower,  Lord  of  Sowerby,  County  of 
Lincoln,  England,  about  1400.  Sa.,  a tozver  or. 

John  Tower,  son  of  Robert  and  Dorothy  (Da- 
mon) Tower,  was  baptized  May  14,  1609,  in  the 
parish  of  Hingham,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk, 
England,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1637,  settling 
at  New  Hingham,  Mass.  From  the  record  of 
Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Hing- 
ham and  a graduate  of  Magdalen  College,  England, 
under  date  of  Feb.  13,  1638,  we  find: 

Tower  and  Margaret  Ibrook,  sister  of  Rebecca,  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  were  married  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.”  John  Tower  was  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  township  of  Hingham,  Mass., 
and  owned  several  tracts  of  land  there.  In  1662 
he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and  purchased  a tract  of 
land  which  embraced  twenty-four  square  miles, 
which  would  now  appear  to  be  within  the  towns  of 
Cranston,  Scituate  and  Johnston.  It  appears  that 
the  lands  conveyed  to  John  Tower  by  the  Indians 
had  other  claimants  who  rested  their  title  upon 
prior  deeds  from  the  Indians.  The  earliest  deed 
was  that  of  Canonicus  and  Miantonomi  to  Roger 
Williams.  His  associates,  William  Harris  and 
others,  claimed  that  IMr.  Williams  obtained  this 
deed  for  them  as  well  as  for  himself,  he  acting  as 
their  agent.  Punham,  who  signed  one  of  John 
Tower’s  deeds,  was  a noted  chief. 

As  a result  of  these  conflicting  claims,  a contro- 
versy took  place,  William  Harris  representing  the 
original  proprietors.  [Staples  xA.nnals  of  Provi- 
dence.] “In  June,  1677,  the  representative  took 
a voyage  to  England  to  petition  the  King  for  the 
appointment  of  a special  commission  to  hear  and 
determine  these  claims.  In  his  petition  he  gives  a 
summary  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  sur- 
rounded the  Pawtuxet  purchase.  He  states  that 
he  and  his  twelve  partners  had  purchased  the  land 
about  forty  years  before ; that  their  purchase  or 
parts  of  it  were  claimed  by  the  town  of  Providence, 
the  town  of  Warwick,  the  Colony  of  New  Plym- 
outh and  the  two  parties  of  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay.  All  of  these  various  claims 
depended  upon  the  extent  of  the  original  purchase 
of  Providence.  * * * The  prayer  of  this  pe- 

tition was  granted  and  the  governors  of  the  four 
New  England  Colonies  were  directed  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  hear  the  matter  in  dispute.  The 
gentlemen  appointed  on  this  commission  were : 
Thomas  Hinkley  and  James  Cudworth,  of  Plym- 
outh ; Simon  Lynde  and  Daniel  Henchman,  of 
Massachusetts ; George  Denison  and  Daniel 
Wetherel,  of  Connecticut;  and  John  Coggeshall 
and  Peleg  Sanford,  of  Rhode  Island. 

“This  notable  gathering  of  representative  men 
met  at  Boston,  Oct.  3.  1677,  and  empanelled  a jury. 


four  of  whom  belonged  to  Massachusetts,  two  to 
Plymouth,  three  to  Connecticut  and  three  to  Rhode 
Island.  They  adjourned  to  Providence  where  they 
met  on  the  17th  of  November.  Five  cases  were 
there  entered  and  tried  before  this  jury.  William 
Harris,  Thomas  Field  and  Nathaniel  Waterman 
were  plaintiffs,  and  the  defendants  were : John 
Tower,  of  the  town  of  Warwick  and  Hingham; 
John  Harrod  and  partners ; Edward  Caverly, 
Gregory  Dexter,  Arthur  Fenner  and  the  town  of 
Providence.” 

Judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  in  all 
these  cases,  and  executions  issued  for  possession 
and  costs.  An  appeal  was  taken  by  the  defend- 
ants in  the  second  case,  and  another  commission 
appointed  to  hear  the  case,  by  which  the  former 
judgment  was  affirmed.  As  William  Harris  had 
difficulty  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  lands  ac- 
cording to  the  verdict,  he  again  went  to  England, 
but  on  this  trip  was  captured  by  pirates  and  carried 
to  Algiers,  where  he  remained  some  time,  but  was 
filially  redeemed.  He  then  went  to  London,  Eng- 
land, and  died  a few  days  after  reaching  there. 
This  is  a brief  history  of  a very  important  case 
of  litigation  which,  in  the  times  in  which  it  took 
place,  absorbed  the  attention  of  the  whole  civilized 
section  of  America. 

In  1675,  during  King  Philip’s  War,  John  Tower 
was  allowed  to  fortify  his  own  house  with  a garri- 
son of  his  four  sons  and  as  many  men  as  he  would 
hire  at  his  own  cost.  Tradition  in  the  family  has 
preserved  something  of  this  time  of  peril,  showing 
also  that  previously  John  Tower  had  been  in  a 
position  of  influence.  It  is  preserved  that  when 
occasion  required  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
outside  the  fortifications,  it  was  “old  John  Tower” 
who  was  chosen  for  the  mission,  his  associates  say- 
ing, “You  go,  old  John  Tower,  the  Indians  all 
know  you  and  they  will  not  harm  you.”  This 
immunity  could  only  have  been  secured  through 
some  great  kindness  that  the  old  man  had  rendered 
the  red  brothers,  for  every  tribe  possessed  that 
spark  of  gratitude  which  the  white  race  has  not 
always  been  noted  for  embracing  as  a cardinal 
virtue.  This  old  veteran  of  Indian  warfare  and 
civil  litigation,  died  at  Hingham,  Feb.  13,  1701, 
leaving  no  will,  but  possessed  of  considerable 
land. 

John  Tower  (2),  eldest  son  of  John,  was  bap- 
tized Dec.  13,  1639.  On  May  14,  1669,  married 
Sarah  Hardin,  daughter  of  John  Hardin,  of  Brain- 
tree, Mass.  John  Tower  (2)  lived  at  Hingham. 
Mass.,  some  fourteen  years  after  his  marriage,  and 
then  removed  to  Braintree,  where  he  died  Aug. 
30-  1693. 

Hannah  Tower,  seventh  child  of  John  Tower, 
was  baptized  July  17,  1652.  She  married  a Cowell, 
born  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Joseph,  born  Dec.  29,  1673,  at  Hingham, 
Mass.,  who,  in  turn,  had  one  child,  David  Cowell, 
who  graduated  from  Harvard  College,  iu  1732, 
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and  was  later  president  of  Princeton  College.  He 
never  married.  Hannah  Tower  Cowell  married 
(second)  David  Wdiipple,  at  Hingham,  Mass., 
Nov.  13,  1677,  and  went  to  reside  with  her  hus- 
band in  what  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.  David 
Whipple  bought  the  land  on  which  Whlliam  Black- 
stone  had  built  his  residence  when  compelled  to 
leave  the  “Lord  Brethren,”  in  Boston,  as  he  had 
left  the  “Lords  Bishops”  in  England.  Here,  on 
the  beautiful  height  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
bearing  the  name  of  its  earliest  settler,  came  Han- 
nah Tower  Whipple  to  dwell,  and  here  she  lived 
until  her  death,  in  1722.  The  place  where  she  once 
lived  is  now  the  flourishing  manufacturing  village 
of  Lonsdale.  Her  daughter,  Deborah,  born  Sept. 
12,  1681,  married  Benjamin,  son  of  John  Tower 
(2)  and  Sarah  (Hardin)  Tower. 

Benjamin  and  Deborah  Tower  settled  in  what 
is  now  the  northern  part  of  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
and  named  it  “Tower  Hill.”  His  lands  are  de- 
scribed in  the  records  of  the  Attleborough  pro- 
prietors. Benjamin  Tower  died  May  2,  1743, 
and  Deborah  Whipple  Tower  died  March  26,  1755, 
and  both  were  buried  in  the  old  Tower  cemetery 
near  the  Abbot’s  Run,  near  what  is  now  Arnold's 
[Mills,  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island. 

Gideon  Tower,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Deborah 
Tower,  born  Feb.  24,  1699,  married  at  Wren- 
tham,  [Mass.,  Oct.  2,  1729,  Mary  Ray,  who  died 
May  29,  1794.  He  died  Dec.  29,  1772. 

Capt.  Enoch  Tower,  son  of  Capt.  Gideon 
Tower,  born  Dec.  20,  1737,  married  Dec.  9,  1762, 
Lucy  Lovett,  in  Gumberland.  He  served  in  the 
Re^'olution.  He  died  April  16,  1807. 

In  Lois  Tower,  daughter  of  Capt.  Enoch  and 
Lucy  Tower,  again  comes  the  connection  between 
these  two  families  under  our  consideration.  Lois 
Tower  was  born  Dec.  15,  1773,  and  was  married 
to  Comfort  Follett,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  [May  27, 
1792. 

" SHIPPED  (East  Greenwich).  For  approxi- 
mately two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  the 
Shippees  have  been  continuous  residents  in  the  an- 
cient town  of  East  Greenwich  and  identified  with 
its  history.  Among  more  recent  generations,  in- 
cluding the  present,  have  been  numbered  some  of 
the  most  active  farmers,  business  men  and  useful 
citizens  of  the  town.  Of  the  lives  of  some  of  these 
men,  their  family  history  and  genealogy  this  article 
deals. 

(I)  David  Shippee,  the  earliest  known  Amer- 
ican ancestor,  is  of  record  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  in  1664,  on  Aug.  15th  of  which  year 
he  was  there  married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Scranton.  He  was  called  of  Maidfields, 
and  his  wife,  late  of  Warwick,  now  of  Prudence 
Island.  [Mr.  Shippee  was  an  inhabitant  of  Kings- 
town, East  Greenwich  and  Providence.  His  death 
occurred  after  1718.  His  children  were;  Eliza- 
beth, Martha,  Mary,  Samuel,  David,  Thomas  and 


Solomon.  The  sons,  excepting  Samuel,  were  of 
Providence  and  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island. 

(II)  Samuel  Shippee,  son  of  David,  married 
Dec.  29,  1702,  Ann  Leithfield,  and  they  were  of 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  [Mr.  Shippee  died  in  1740, 
his  will  being  proved  Sept.  27th  of  that  year.  His 
wife  survived  him.  , Their  children  were  Samuel, 
Stephen,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Ann,  Mary,  Margaret, 
Sarah  and  Deliverance. 

(HI)  Thomas  Shippee,  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
ried, Dec.  24,  1732,  Hannah  Matteson,  and  their 
children  of  East  Greenwich  town  record,  were ; 
Almy,  born  April  ii,  1734;  David,  Aug.  26,  1739; 
Samuel,  Aug.  22,  1742;  Galeb,  Aug.  23,  1747;  and 
Thomas,  Jan.  26,  1751. 

(IV)  Galeb  Shippee,  son  of  Thomas,  born  Aug. 
23,  1747,  married  Feb.  12,  1775,  Alice  Gollins, 
daughter  of  Cupper  Collins,  of  Coventry,  R.  I., 
and  their  children,  of  East  Greenwich  town  record, 
were:  William,  born  March  15,  1776;  Allen, 
March  18,  1778;  Hannah,  Feb.  26,  1782;  Lowes, 
July  16,  1784;  John,  Sept.  21,  1786;  and  Lodowick 
Updike,  Aug.  23,  1789. 

(V)  Lodowick  U.  Shippee  was  born  and  reared 
in  the  "Shippee  Settlement”  and  he  had  three  sons 
born  as  follows:  [Mancer  C.,  born  June  i,  1818; 
Wanton,  born  in  1827;  Christopher  A.,  born  in 
i837.>  who  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  East  Greenwich,  and  was  postmaster 
there  from  1871  to  1880. 

(VI)  Mancer  C.  Shippee,  the  eldest  of  these 
sons,  and  father  of  [Moses  E.,  was  born  in  the 
“Shippee  Settlemenf”  June  i,  1818,  and  there  spent 
his  boyhood  days.  He  began  at  an  early  age  to 
work  at  machine  building,  his  father  being  a me- 
chanic, but  in  1837  he  dropped  this  line  of  work- 
and  learned  weaving,  becoming  a boss  weaver.  He 
remained  in  this  position  for  over  twenty  years, 
after  which  he  was  for  a number- of  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  Usquepaug  mill,  in  South  Kingstown. 
Mr.  Shippee  was  married  to  Harriett  Dawley,  of 
Exeter,  who  after  many  years  of  wedded  happiness, 
died  March  5,  1895.  He  himself  died  March  8. 
1895,  three  days  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  and 
they  were  both  interred  on  the  same  day.  It  was 
a strange  coincidence  of  fate  that  two  lives  so  de- 
voted should  have  an  ending  so  near.  Mr.  Ship- 
pee was  a member  of  the  Six  Principle  Baptist 
Church  and  for  a long  time  superintendent  of  a 
Sunday-school,  being  deeply  religious.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shippee  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Sarah,  born  in  1840,  who  married  James 
Holland,  and  lives  in  East  Greenwich ; Moses,  who 
died  in  childhood ; Mary,  who  married  Charles 
Tarbox;  Aaron,  who  married  Mary  Eliza  Nicholas, 
of  Coventry ; Amanda,  who  married  David 
Vaughn,  and  lives  in  California ; Delia  B.,  who 
married  Nathaniel  G.  Cari)enter,  of  East  Green- 
wich ; Ella,  who  married  Colvin  Gardner ; Henry, 
who  married  Edna  Johnson  ; and  Moses  E. 

(VH)  Mosks  E.  Shippee  was  born  May  19, 
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1859,  in  the  town  of  South  Kingstown,  where  his 
parents  lived,  but  two  years  later  they  moved  back 
to  East  Greenwich.  There  he  received  the  advant- 
ages of  the  town  school,"  but  early  learned  the  trade 
of  butcher,  and  worked  in  the  grocery  and  meat 
business,  with  his  brother-in-law,  N.  G.  Carpenter, 
for  thirteen  years.  In  1895  he  started  in  the  in- 
surance and  real  estate  business  in  which  he  is  still 
interested.  Several  years  ago  Mr.  Shippee  con- 
tracted rheumatism,  which  affected  his  eyes,  and 
after  unlimited  treatment  and  an  unsuccessful  op- 
eration, his  sight  became  totally  impaired.  But  still, 
despite  this  physical  misfortune,  he  has  continued 
active  in  business  and  has  prospered. 

Mr.  Shippee  was  married,  April  26,  1887,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Aylesworth,  of  North  Kingstown,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Marion  E.,  born  May  4, 
1890.  He  is  a man  well  liked  by  all  and  is  al- 
ways spoken  of  as  a man  of  veracity  and  kindly 
disposition.  He  is  a member  of  King  Solomon 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  at  East  Greenwich. 

^ GARDNER.  (I)  Samuel  Gardner,  of  New- 
port, R.  I.,  the  ancestor  of  Alfred  B.  Gardner,  of 
Warren,  R.  I.,  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  James 
Brown,  and  daughter  of  Robert  Carr,  of  Newport. 
In  1687  he  removed  to  Freetown,  Mass.,  and  in 
1693  he  bought,  in  partnership  with  Ralph  Chap- 
man, of  Ebenezer  Brenton,  a farm  at  Mattapoisset 
(now  South  Swansea),  where  he  died  Dec.  8,  1696. 
His  wife  was  then  living. 

(H)  Samuel  Gardner,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Oct.  28,  1685,  was  married  Dec.  6,  1707,  by  Gov. 
Samuel  Cranston,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Mary  Smith.  She  was  born  Dec.  20,  1688,  ancL 
died  Nov.  16,  1768.  He  died  Feb.  10,  1773. 

(HI)  Samuel  Gardner,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Feb.  17,  1717,  married  Oct.  30,  1740,  Content, 
daughter  of  Preserved  and  Content  Brayton.  She 
was  born  April  3,  1724.  He  lived  in  South  Swan- 
sea. 

(IV)  William  Gardner,  born  Sept.  12,  1753, 
son  of  Samuel  and  Content  (Brayton)  Gardner, 
married  Jan.  17,  1779,  Zerviah  McKoon,  who  was 
born  Sept.  6,  1759,  daughter  of  James  and  Bath- 
sheba  (Luther)  McKoon.  He  died  April  24,  1811, 
in  his  fifty-eighth  year,  and  she  died  Sept.  15, 
1824. 

(V)  James  Gardner,  son  of  William  and  Zer- 
viah (McKoon)  Gardner,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  was 
born_in  that  town  Aug.  30,  1806.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  became  a resident  of  Bristol,  R. 
L,  where  for  a year  he  clerked  in  a drug  store,  then 
went  to  Providence,  and  there  for  two  years  was 
similarly  employed,  with  the  wholesale  drug  house 
of  Hoppin  Brothers.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he 
located  permanently  in  the  town  of  Warren,  R.  1. 
He  began  his  long  business  career  in  that  town  as 
clerk  in  the  drug,  grocery  and  hardware  store  of 
Dr.  Jeremiah  Williams,  which  was  then  located  on 
^larket  street.  One  year  later  the  business  of  his 


employer  was  separated,  the  grocery  and  hardware 
departments  going  into  one  building,  and  the  drugs 
into  another.  On  this  change  ]\lr.  Gardner  took  an 
interest  in,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of,  the  gro- 
cery and  hardware  store,  and  after  one  year's  asso- 
ciation wdth  Dr.  Williams  purchased  the  latter's  in- 
terest and  conducted  the  business  alone  until  1846. 
In  that  year  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
on  Main  street.  In  the  meantime,  in  1854,  he  asso- 
ciated in  business  with  him  his  son,  Alfred  B. 
Gardner,  establishing  the  firm  of  James  Gardner  & 
Son.  The  senior  member  of  the  firm  posse-se^ 
good  business  qualifications  and  through  his^i^ar*- 
ful  conduct  of  Eis  l)usirie»Bv’'ev«r  alert  L0Ai:c  \i»<Hnts 
of  his  customersy  w4t*i  thfe'  later- aid  of  his’^on, 
built  up  a"  large  and  p’poficable  busines^i  'feoth  men 
of  the  highest  character  *^11(1  integrff\-,  they  gained 
and  held  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  were 
prosperous.  Their  customers  were  not  confined  to 
the  village  and  vicinity,  but  came  from  far  and 
near,  and  their  establishment  was  extensively 
known.  Owing  to  the  increasing  years  of  the 
senior  Mr.  Gardner  the  active  business  of  the  con- 
cern gradually  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  son,  and 
in  1885  was  disposed  of,  the  son  in  the  previous 
year  having  been  chosen  treasurer  and  cashier,  re- 
spectively, of  the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings 
and  the  First  National  Bank. 

The  senior  Mr.  Gardner  possessed  an  excep- 
tionally genial  disposition,  which  rendered  his  so- 
ciety agreeable  and  entertaining,  and  his  store,  after 
the  business  hours  of  the  day  were  spent,  was  ever 
a popular  resort  for  his  numerous  acquaintances. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest  member 
living — in  term  of  membership — of  St.  iMark’s  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Warren  and  was  zealously  de- 
voted to  that  church,  in  which  he  was  a vestry- 
man for  many  years. 

James  Gardner  was  married  to  Lydia,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Anne  (Haile)  Bosworth,  of 
Swansea,  Mass.,  and  to  them  came  two  children ; 
Alfred  Bosworth,  born  Nov.  30,  1832,  and  Ellen 
Maria,  born  April  7,  1836.  The  father  died  at  his 
home  in  Warren,  R.  L,  July  30,  1890,  in  the  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  i\Irs.  Gardner  died 
March  28,  1880.  He  was  long  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Warren. 

(VI)  Alfred  B.  Gardner  was  born  Nov.  30, 
1832.  He  was  educated  largely  in  the  parish  school 
of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  and  leaving  school  perman- 
ently when  about  fifteen  years  of  age  was  but  sev- 
enteen years  old  when  he  went  to  Boston.  For  two 
years  he  clerked  there  for  the  firm  of  Oliphant  & 
Co.  On  returning  to  Warren  he  entered  the  hard- 
ware store  of  his  father,  and  in  1854  was  taken  into 
partnership  with  him,  the  firm  becoming  James 
Gardner  & Son,  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing. 
This  partnership  continued  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty-one  years,  or  until  1885,  when  the  interests 
of  both  father  and  son  were  sold  out.  On  Nov.  i, 
1884,  Alfred  B.  Gardner  was  elected  treasurer  of 
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the  \\'arren  Institution  for  Savings  and  cashier  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Warren,  which  posi- 
tions he  held  until  August,  1905,  when  these  insti- 
tutions, with  the  three  other  banks,  were  absorbed 
by  the  Warren  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company.  He  is  now  vice-chairman  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Warren  Branch  of  the  Indus- 
trial Company.  His  business  standing,  and  the 
strength  of  his  claims  to  that  standing,  are  suffi- 
ciently evidenced  in  this  long-continued  service  in 
titc  same  connection.  Mr.  Gardner  is  as  thoroughly 
este^icd  for  his  personal  character  as  he  is  ad- 
i-nired  for  his  business  qualifications. 

•14.W.1.  Gardner  isift,aiei»ber-..Gf  tke  Rhilanthropic 
Society  of  Wart^  anfi  it^i,  trieasurer.  He  is 
senior  warden  =iOf  vhureh,  succeeding 

Mr.  Cook  in  that  incumbency,'  which  he  has  held 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  for  thirty-three  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  vestrymen  of  the  church.  He 
has  always  been  very  active  in  the  church  and  much 
interested  in  its  welfare.  In  politics  Mr.  Gardner  is  a 
Republican  but  he  has  taken  only  a modestly  active 
interest  in  public  matters ; however,  he  served  for 
some  time  as  member  of  the  town  council.  He  has 
given  his  time  and  attention  almost  wholly  to  the 
financial  institutions  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected, and  has  seen  the  deposits  of  the  Institution 
for  Savings  increase  from  $900,000  to  $1,250,000. 
Mr.  Gardner  has  been  one  of  the  thoroughly  re- 
liable and  substantial  citizens  of  Warren,  interested 
in  all  things  which  have  tended  to  the  betterment 
of  the  place  and  its  people. 

On  Sept.  20,  1861,  Mr.  Gardner  married  Henri- 
etta Crowly,  who  was  born  Sept.  19,  1833,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Naomi  Georgiana  Crowly,  and  a 
granddaughter  on  the  maternal  side  of  Caleb  and 
Mary  (Boss)  Slocum,  of  Franklin,  Mass.  He  was 
a son  of  John,  grandson  of  Simeon  and  great- 
grandson  of  Giles  Slocum,  the  emigrant  ancestor. 
Mr.  and  iNIrs.  Gardner  have  one  daughter,  Alice 
Louise,  born  Aug.  20,  1873.  She  is  a graduate  of 
Brown  University,  A.  B.,  1897,  A.  M.,  1899,  and  in 
1903  was  given  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  key  for  excel- 
lence in  scholarship  in  the  class  of  1897.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  and  of 
the  Short  Story  Club.  On  Aug.  16,  1905,  she  was 
married  to  Marcus  Harold  iMerchant,  M.  D.,  son  of 
Joseph  i\I.  IMerchant,  M.  D.,  of  Warren,  Rhode 
Island. 

CHASE.  The  Chase  is  one  of  the  oldest  of 
New  England  families,  the  coming  of  the  first 
of  the  name  to  the  American  Colonies  being  but 
a decade  after  the  arrival  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 
The  Chases  are  descendants  of  William  Chase, 
the  Roxbury  and  Yarmouth  settler,  and  came 
from  Swansea  and  neighboring  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts. and  in  that  portion  of  Rhode  Island  ad- 
jacent thereto  they  have  continued  numerous,  and 
have  generally  been  members  of  the  Society  of 
I'riends.  This  i\lassachusetts-Rhode  Island  branch 


of  the  family,  too,  has  produced  some  able  and 
zealous  ministers  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and, 
as  well,  strong,  forceful  characters  in  the  various 
walks  of  life.  Especially-  strong  and  prominent 
in  the  industrial  history  of  the  section  named  were 
the  late  Oliver  Chase  and  his  sons,  the  late  Harvey 
and  Samuel  B.  Chase  of  Fall  River  and  Valley 
Falls,  respectively,  as  have  since  been  their  sons, 
Hon.  Jonathan,  James  H.  and  Arnold  B.,  one  of 
whom  has  occupied  a seat  in  both  branches  of  the 
United  States  Congress.  Then  for  generations  in 
the  old  town  of  Middletown  have  worthily  worn 
the  family  name  such  characters  as  Hon.  John 
Chase,  his  son  James  and  grandson  Albert  L.,  all 
of  whom  have  been  public  men  of  substance  and  of 
usefulness,  representing  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  some  of  long  service 
in  both  branches ; while  Albert  L.  Chase  has  been 
town  clerk  of  Middletown  since  April,  1873, 

John  H.  Chase  is  one  of  the  best  known  agricultur- 
ists in  Portsmouth,  as  is  Arthur  W.  Chase  and 
Daniel  Meader  Chase  in  Middletown. 

It  is  with  the  lives  of  these  men,  and  others  of 
the  name  in  the  same  localities,  this  article  is  to 
deal,  setting  forth  the  family  genealogy  in  chrono- 
logical order  from  the  first  xTinerican  settler. 

(I)  William  Chase,  born  about  1595,  in  Eng- 
land, with  his  wife.  Alary  and  son,  William,  came 
to  America  in  the  ship  with  Governor  Winthrop 
and  his  colony  in  1630,  settling  first  in  Roxbury. 
He  soon  became  a member  of  the  church  of  which 
the  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  Apostle  to  the  Indians, 
was  pastor.  On  Oot.  19,  1630,  he  applied  for  free- 
manship  and  was  admitted  a freeman  May  14, 
1634.  In  1637,  or  thereabouts,  he  became  one 
of  the  company  who  made  a new  settlement  at 
Yarmouth,  of  which  town  he  was  made  constable 
in  1639.  He  resided  at  Yarmouth  the  rest  of  his 
life,  dying  in  May,  1659.  His  widow  died  tne 
following  October.  Their  children  were : Wil- 
liam, born  about  1622,  in  England ; Alary,  born  in 
Alay,  1637,  in  Roxbury;  and  Alary  (2),  born  in 
1639,  in  Yarmouth. 

(II)  William  Chase  (2),  son  of  William  and 
Alary,  born  about  1622,  in  England,  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  married  and  was  a resi- 
dent of  Yarmouth.  He  died  Feb.  27,  1685.  His 
children  were:  William,  Jacob,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Abraham,  Joseph,  Benjamin  and  Samuel. 

(III)  William  Chase  (3),  son  of  William  (2), 
born  about  1645.  married  (first)  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Philip  and  Sarah  (Odding)  Sherman,  and 
(second),  Dec.  6.  1732,  Priscilla  Perry.  His  chil- 
dren were : William,  Eber,  Isaac,  Nathaniel,  Jo- 
seph and  Hezekiah.  The  father’s  will  was  proved 
Aug.  t6.  1737. 

(I\")  Isaac  Chase,  son  of  William  (3),  mar- 
ried (first)  Feb.  to,  1704,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  (Alarks)  Blethen,  of  Salem,  Mass., 
and  (second),  Nov.  2.  1720.  Alary,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Fowler.  Air.  . Chase  was  a resident  of 
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Swansea,  Mass.  He  died  in  1760,  and  his  will 
was  proved  April  ist  of  that  year.  His  children 
were:  James,  born  Feb.  12,  1706;  Wait,  April 
24,  1708;  Isaac,  May  19,  1710;  William,  Oct.  31, 
1712;  Elizabeth,  May  6,  1715  (all  to  the  first  mar- 
riage) ; and  Ezekiel,  Mary,  Robert,  David,  Lydia, 
Susanna  and  Benjamin,  to  the  second  marriage. 

(V)  James  Chase,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Feb.  12, 
1706,  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  married  (first)  May  7, 
1727,  Alice,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Coggeshall)  Anthony.  She  died  in  March,  1762, 
in  her  fifty-seventh  year,  and  he  married  (second) 
June  30,  1763,  Lydia,  widow  of  Jonathan  Thurs- 
ton, her  maiden  name  being  Goddard.  In  about 
1740,  Mr.  Chase  became  a resident  of  Middletown, 
R.  L,  where  he  died  April  20,  1782.  His  widow 
died  June  16,  1784.  His  children  were:  Eliza- 
beth, born  March  20,  1728,  in  Swansea,  Mass. ; 
Alice,  born  Oct.  8,  1732,  in  Freetown,  Mass.; 
Zaccheus,  born  Nov.  4,  1737,  in  Freetown;  Mary, 
born  July  6,  1739,  in  Freetown;  Daniel;  James; 
Aaron  ; Peter ; Paul ; and  Isaac. 

(VI)  Zaccheus  Chase,  son  of  James,  born 
Nov.  4,  1737,  in  Freetown,  Mass.,  married,  March 
3,  1759,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Gould.  They  became  residents  of  Portsmouth,  R. 
I.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug. 
16,  1816,  the  Newport  Mercury  said  of  him:  “He 
had  been  for  some  months  in  a declining  state  of 
health,  but  was  able  to  ride  out,  and  spent  the  after- 
noon of  his  death  at  the  house  of  his  son.  In  re- 
turning home  he  expired  while  in  his  chaise,  al- 
most in  an  instant,  and  without  the  least  apparent 
struggle.  He  sustained  through  life  the  character 
of  an  honest  and  useful  citizen,  and  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends.”  His  widow  died 
Sept.  24,  1821,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  James,  born  March  5,  1760;  Isaac, 
Feb.  5,  1764;  John,  April  25,  1766;  Elizabeth, 
March  18,  1769;  Shadrach,  Nov.  28,  1771;  and 
Alice,  Aug.  17,  1774  (died  May  4,  1817). 

(VII)  James  Chase,  son  of  Zaccheus,  born 
March  5,  1760,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  married  Oct. 
26,  1785,  Ruth,  born  in  1762,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Sisson)  Davis,  of  Newport,  R.  I. 
They  died,  Mr.  Chase  Jan.  31,  1848,  in  Middletown, 
R.  I.,  aged  nearly  eighty-eight  years,  and  Mrs. 
Chase,  May  10,  1837,  aged  seventy-five  years. 
Their  remains  rest  in  the  Friends’'cemetery  at  New- 
port. Their  children  were : John,  born  Aug.  8, 
1786;  Elizabeth,  March  15,  1788;  Zaccheus,  Nov. 
16,  1790;  Daniel,  June  6,  1792;  James,  July  13, 
1794;  Robert  Sisson,  Nov.  ii,  1796;  Mary,  Aug. 
8,  1799;  Sarah  Davis,  June  20,  1806  (died 
March  21,  1821).  James  Chase  was  a resident  of 
Middletown  where  he  owned  an  extensive  tract  of 
land,  a portion  of  which  is  still  in  the  family  name. 
He  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  a man  greatly  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. 

(VIII)  John  Chase,  son  of  James,  born  Aug. 


8,  1786,  married  July  9,  1810,  Susanna,  born 
March  30,  1789,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Weaver)  Gould,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.  Mr.  Chase 
was  a substantial  farmer  of  Middletown,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  prominent  men  and  citizens,  highly 
esteemed  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  was  re- 
peatedly honored  by  them  with  a seat  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  being  a representa- 
tive from  his  town  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan. 
31,  1831,  when  he  was  forty-four  years  of  age. 
His  widow  survived  many  years,  closing  her  long 
and  useful  life  Oct.  28,  1870,  when  aged  eighty- 
one  years ; both  were  buried  on  the  farm  owned 
and  occupied  by  their  eldest  son,  Daniel  Chase. 
Their  children  were:  Daniel,  born  July  17,  1811; 
Edward  Sisson,  Oct.  18,  1812;  John,  May  12,  1814; 
Joseph  Weaver,  Nov.  12,  1815;  James,  Nov.  15, 
1817;  George  Gould,  Jan.  20,  1820;  William,  Dec. 
12,  1821;  Charles  Feke,  Sept.  15,  1823;  David 
Buffum,  Nov.  28,  1825;  Mary  Gould,  Dec.  27, 
1828;  and  Ruth  Davis,  June  2,  1830. 

(IX)  James  Chase,  son  of  John,  born  Nov. 
15,  1817,  married  May  6,  1847,  Sarah  Dennis, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Deborah  Coggeshall,  and 
resided  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  Their  children  were : 
Deborah  Coggeshall,  born  March  i,  1849,  married, 
Dec.  10,  1874,  Robert  R.  Carr,  of  Providence, 
where  she  resides,  a widow;  Albert  Lawton,  born 
Aug.  30,  1851;  Elizabeth  Coggeshall,  born  June 
5,  1853,  resides  in  Middletown,  unmarried;  and 
Ruth  Dennis,  born  June  20,  1865,  married  John 
T.  B.  Peckham,  and  they  reside  in  Middletown. 
James  Chase  was  reared  in  Middletown,  where  he 
made  his  home  and  where  he  died  after  several 
years  of  ill  health,  April  29,  1898,  and  his  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Middletown  cemetery.  His  life 
was  one  of  industry,  and  he  devoted  himself  es- 
pecially to  horticulture,  and  was  a primer  and 
grafter  of  trees.  He  also  for  some  years  engaged 
in  painting.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  but  in  later  years  he 
attended  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a strong 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  for  two 
years,  being  elected  in  1863.  He  was  later  a State 
Senator,  serving  in  1879,  1880,  1881  and  1882.  At 
the  last  election  there  were  three  candidates  in  the 
field,  and  as  none  *had  a majority  he  served  out 
the  term.  His  widow  passed  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  years  on  Xtov.  30,  1906,  at  her 
home  in  Middletown.  She  was  a member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Newport. 

(X)  Albert  Lawton  Chase,  son  of  James, 
born  Aug.  30,  1851,  in  Middletown,  R.  L,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  amid  the  scenes  of 
his  ancestors  for  generations.  His  primary  or 
elementary  education  was  largely  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  which  was 
supplemented,  however,  by  an  academic  course  of 
study,  whereby  he  became  a proficient  mathema- 
tician. This  preparation  was  still  furthered  in  a 
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practical  way  under  the  direction  and  through  the 
associations  with  his  maternal  grandfather, 
Joshua  Coggeshall.  who  was  long  the  town  clerk 
and  a man  of  large  common  sense  and  practical 
business  knowledge,  especially  in  the  line  pertain- 
ing  to  general  town  affairs.  i\lr.  Chase's  subse- 
quent reading  of  instructive  books  and  literature 
has  made  him  a well-informed  man,  and  one  of 
broad  views.  Through  assisting  his  grandfather, 
who  was,  as  stated,  long  town  clerk,  Mr.  Chase 
became  so  familiar  with  the  duties  of  that  office  and 
principles  of  law  so  necessary  for  such  an  official 
to  possess — and  political  economy  as  well — for  the 
efficient  and  intellectual  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  office,  that,  later  on,  on  his  succeeding  the 
grandfather  to  this  office,  in  April,  1873,  he  was 
most  liberally  qualified  to  conduct  efficiently  the 
town  business  incumbent  upon  it.  This  office  he 
has  ever  since  filled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned,  his  election  being  contested  only 
twice.  Since  1875  Mr.  Chase  has  also  been  a 
notary  public,  and  has  done  much  of  the  business 
of  the  town  in  that  line.  He,  too,  has  practiced 
largely  as  a conveyancer.  In  1879,  in  connection 
with  his  father,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  and 
family  residence,  operating  the  farm  in  connection 
with  his  other  work.  His  advice  is  often  sought 
in  disputes,  and  he  has  satisfactorily  settled  many 
cases  out  of  court,  thus  avoiding  long  delays  and 
vexatious  lawsuits.  He  is  a man  of  independent 
thought  and  action,  and  has  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, being  practically  immovable  when  once 
his  mind  is  made  up. 

I\Ir.  Chase  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  church,  but  he  is  now  connected  with 
Emmanuel  Church  of  Newport.  For  a number  of 
years  he  served  as  vestryman  of  St.  iMary’s  parish 
of  the  society  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I. ; has  been  a lay 
reader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 
and  several  times  a delegate  to  the  Diocesan  C(?n- 
vention.  Mr.  Chase  is  unmarried. 

(IX)  David  Buffum  Chase,  son  of  John  and 
Susanna  (Gould)  Chase,  was  born  in  Middletown, 
Nov.  28,  1825,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  After 
his  marriage  he  moved  to  Tiverton,  then  a part  of 
Rhode  Island  but  now  of  Massachusetts,  where  he 
owned  and  operated  a farm.  He  then  moved  to 
Lebanon.  Conn.,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for 
eleven  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  returned  to 
Newport  county,  locating  in  Portsmouth,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  March  28, 
1867,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Middletown.  In  politics 
he  was  a Republican.  In  Middletown  he  married 
Sarah  Peckham,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Zoa 
(Maxon)  Peckham,  who  though  now  over  eighty- 
four  is  still  active,  making  her  home  in  Portsmouth. 
Their  children  were : Frank,  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Chase  & Co.,  book  and  job  printers  in  New 
York ; Laura,  who  married  Charles  Feke  Chase ; 


John  F.,  who  married  Edna  Tilley,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  in  Newport,  leaving  a son, 
John  F.,  Jr.,  of  Newport ; Arthur  W.,  mentioned 
below;  Zoa,  who  died  in  February,  1907,  wife  of 
Isaac  Hicks,  of  Newport ; Annie,  who  died  Sept. 
10,  1870,  in  Portsmouth ; Ruth,  who  married 
Frederick  Overfield,  of  Cornwall,  New  York. 

(X)  Arthur  W.  Chase,  son  of  David  Buf- 
fum, was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  Sept.  24,  1854, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  near  the 
home  and  in  Connecticut,  and  later  in  the  schools 
of  Portsmouth.  He  was  but  thirteen  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  at  an  early  age  he  began 
working  out  on  a farm  for  thirteen  dollars  per 
month,  later  receiving  twenty-five  dollars.  After 
six  years  of  farm  work  he  went  to  Providence 
and  learned  the  jewelry  business  with  Bloomer  & 
Chase,  but  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  gave  up  the 
business,  preferring  an  out-door  life.  He  returned 
to  Middletown,  and  for  a year  and  a half  worked 
out,  at  the  end  of  that  time  starting  out  for  him- 
self by  renting  the  McAllister  farm  on  the  West 
shore,  and  for  eight  years  he  was  there  engaged  in 
dairy  farming.  He  next  for  two  years  rented  a 
farm  on  the  West  Road,  and  then  bought  the 
Sarah  I.  Chase  farm,  where  for  eight  years  more 
he  followed  dairying,  at  the  end  of  that  time  sell- 
ing out  and  renting  a part  of  the  Easton  tract, 
winch  he  operated  for  eight  years.  His  present 
farm,  which  is  known  as  the  E.  Truman  Peckham 
place,  he  purchased  in  1907,  and  he  has  made 
extensive  improvements,  the  surroundings  plainly 
attesting  his  intelligent  industry  and  thrift. 
Poultry,  eggs  and  produce  are  his  specialties. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  in  1906  was 
elected  a member  of  the  town  council.  He 
married  (first)  Charlotte  Smith,  daughter  of 
Joseph  P.  Smith;  she  died  Feb.  24,  1891,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Middletown  cemetery. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Bessie  Gould,  born  Sept.  6,  1877,  is  living  in  New 
York;  Lillie  Creola,  born  Aug.  i,  1879,  died  Aug. 
27,  1879;  David  Arthur,  born  Oct.  26,  1881,  died 
Nov.  8,  1881 ; Grace,  born  Oct.  29,  1883,  died  Nov. 
5,  1883;  May  Alveretta  married  William  Mc- 
Curry  Spooner,  of  Middletown ; Daisy  married 
James  Henry  Brooks,  of  Newport,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Arthur  W.  and  James  H.  Brooks,  Jr. ; 
and  Annie  is  at  home.  Mr.  Chase  married  (sec- 
ond) Jan.  18,  1893,  Anne  Anthony  Brown,  who 
was  born  in  Middletown,  daughter  of  the  late 
George  A.  Brown,  of  Middletown.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chase  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Middletown,  and  he  has  served  as 
trustee. 

(VII)  John  Chase,  son  of  Zaccheus,  born  April 
25,  1766,  in  Portsmouth.  R.  I.,  was  a farmer  and 
land  owner,  and  made  his  home  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  birthplace,  and  there  died.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. On  Jan.  i,  1796,  he  married  Rhoda  Chase, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  Chase,  and  their  children 
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were:  Andrew  and  Henry.  He  married  (second) 
Ruth  Pierce,  who  bore  him  three  children,  Josiah, 
Stephen  and  Levi. 

(VIII)  Levi  Chase,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Portsmouth  July  12,  1812.  He  made  farming  his 
life  occupation,  and  settled  on  the  farm  owmed  by 
his  father — a tract  of  forty-three  acres.  He  also 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  stock  raising.  His  death 
occurred  in  Newport,  Oct.  21,  1885,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-three  years,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Friends  Cemetery  at  Portsmouth.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  of  Newport. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  On  Sept.  9, 
1834,  he  married  in  Portsmouth,  Mary  P.  Potter, 
who  was  born  July  20,  1817,  daughter  of  Henry 
Potter.  She  died  May  8,  1891,  and  was  buried 
beside  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  in  Portsmouth. 
She,  too,  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Their  children  were:  John  H.,  born  July  26, 

1835;  Lydia  Potter,  born  Jan.  13,  1837,  married 
Phineas  Clarke,  of  Newport;  Josiah,  born  Aug. 
23,  1838,  resides  in  Newport;  Ruth  E.,  born  Aug. 
21,  1840,  married  Daniel  Beard,  of  Newport;  Levi, 
Jr.,  born  July  24,  1847,  died  April  25,  1870  (he 
married  Mary  White,  and  lived  in  Newport)  ; 
James  S.,  born  May  26,  1850,  a market  gardener 
in  Newport,  married  Laura  M.  (Potter)  Chase; 
Job  E.,  born  Oct.  16,  1852,  died  young;  and  Har- 
riett L.,  born  March  24,  1857,  Aug.  4,  1861. 

(IX)  John  H.  Chase,  son  of  Levi,  born  July 
26,  1835,  received  only  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  were  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  from  early  boyhood  he  worked  on 
the  home  farm,  and  later  with  his  uncle,  Josiah 
Chase,  with  whom  he  spent  five  years.  Going  then 
to  Fall  River  he  worked  for  two  years,  receiving 
thirty  dollars  per  month.  Returning  to  Rhode 
Island  he  worked  for  six  years  in  Newport  at  dif- 
ferent occupations  until  1867,  when  he  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  on  the  West  Main  Road. 
Here  he  has  spent  over  forty  years  in  farming  and 
market  gardening.  He  operates  a tract  of  forty- 
three  acres,  and  has  also  erected  a mill,  knowm  as 
the  Old  Homestead  iMills  for  the  manufacture  of 
corn  meal,  for  which  he  finds  a market  all  over  the 
Island.  His  mill  is  fitted  with  improved  machinery, 
and  is  run  by  a gasoline  engine,  the  only  one  of  its 
kind  on  the  Island,  having  a small  electric  light 
plant,  which  lights  both  his  home  and  the  mill. 
Air.  Chase  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  and  progres- 
sive. He  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  is  no  office 
seeker.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Portsmouth.  In  fraternal  orders, 
he  is  past  grand  of  Oakland  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  past  noble  grand  of  the  Rebekahs.  On  Feb.  23, 
1859,  he  married  in  Portsmouth,  Alary  Alosher 
Carr,  who  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  and  Angenette  (Hall)  Carr,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Richmond  and  Jemima  .(Fish)  Carr. 
The  Carr  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Portsmoutn. 
Airs.  Chase  belongs  to  the  Oakland  Lodge  of  Re- 


bekahs, and  to  the  Christian  Church.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  this  marriage  were:  George  H.,  born 
FAb.  26,  1862,  and  engaged  in  the  photographic 
supply  business  in  Newport,  married  Emily  Bell 
Farrow,  and  has  one  child,  Alilton  Henry.  " John 
Roswell,  born  Dec.  10,  1869,  and  engaged  in  the 
bicycle  business  in  Newport,  married  Alary  Bliss, 
daughter  of  James  Bliss  and  has  one  daughter, 
Laura  Jeannette  (he  is  a member  of  the  Alasons, 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Rebekahs). 

(IX)  Daniel  Chase,  son  of  John  and  Susanna, 

born  July  17,  1811,  died  Dec.  24,  1896.  On  Oct. 
30,  1834,  he  married  Alartha,  daughter  of  Oliver 
Wightman,  of  Aliddletown,  and  she  died  Nov.  26, 
1893.  Their  children  were:  Edward  Payson, 

born  July  ii,  1838,  married  Alarch  5,  1873,  Sarah 
D.  Chase,  and  both  are  deceased,  he  dying  Dec.  7, 
1901,  and  she  Oct.  12,  1898;  Susan  Gould,  born 
Dec.  4,  1840;  Charles  Feke,  born  June  i,  1843, 
married  Nov.  26,  1885,  Laura  G.  Chase  and  lives 
at  Aliddletown ; and  Daniel  Aleader,  born  Sept.  9, 
1854.  Daniel  Chase  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  Aliddletown.  As  a 
boy  his  tastes  and  inclinations  led  him  from  rural 
pursuits,  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  a business 
career,  and  with  this  end  in  view  went  in  to  the 
nearby  town  of  Fall  River,  Alass.,  where  he  became 
apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier,  then 
a business  of  importance.  His  father’s  death,  how- 
ever, broke  in  upon  his  plans  and  the  conditions  at 
home  called  him  again  to  the  farm,  and  he  ever 
afterward  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  In  1849  he  purchased  the  estate 
upon  which  he  lived  and  died,  giving  its  cultivation 
and  improvement  his  attention. 

Air.  Chase  was  by  birth  and  education  a Friend, 
and  like  the  Friends  in  general,  he  was  not  given 
to  politics  nor  office  seeking,  preferring  a quiet 
simple  life  to  one  such  as  is  generally  entailed  upon 
the  public  man.  In  sentiment  and  acts  he  held  to 
the  principles  of  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties, 
performing  his  duty  as  a citizen  in  politics  to  the 
extent  devolving  upon  good  citizenship.  He  al- 
most invariabily  declined  all  solicitations  for  public 
station,  but  at  one  time  served  his  fellow  citizens 
in  the  town  council.  While  reared  a Friend  Air. 
Chase  in  later  life  became  a member  of  one  of  the 
orthodox  churches,  holding  membership  in  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

(X)  Daniel  AIe.ader  Ch.vse,  son  of  Daniel, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Sept.  9,  1854,  and 
went  to  the  Oliphant  school  and  also  the  private 
school  kept  by  Henry  H.  Fay,  in  Newport,  which 
he  attended  three  terms.  His  school  days  over,  he 
returned  to  the  home  farm,  and  there  worked  with 
his  father,  later  settling  on  the  original  homestead 
of  the  Chase  family,  a tract  of  sixty-five  acres 
which  he  now  operates,  devoting  it  to  market 
gardening  and  dairying.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport. 
In  politics  he  is  independent,  but  he  takes  a deep 
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interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  schools, 
and  for  years  he  has  been  a trustee  of  the  Oliphant 
school. 

iNlr.  Chase  has  been  twice  married.  On  May  i, 
1878,  he  married  California  Brown,  daughter  of 
Joshua  C.  Brown,  and  she  died  Jan.  18,  1899,  and 
is  buried  in  the  i\liddletown  cemetery.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  three  children,  namely : Susan 
G.,  born  Jan.  31,  1879,  married  Thomas  C.  Mur- 
phy, of  IMiddletown,  and  has  one  son,  Harold  C. 
iMurphy;  Daniel,  born  July  4,  1882,  is  a carpenter 
by  trade,  and  resides  on  the  homestead ; Raymond 
E.,  born  April  22,  1891,  is  also  at  home.  On  July 
31,  1900,  in  Newport,  Mr.  Chase  married  Mary  E. 
Kilmartin,  who  was  born  at  Fall  River,  Mass., 
daughter  of  John  and  Kate  (Neville)  Kilmartin, 
of  that  city. 

CAPT.  GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  SPINK,  born 
in  the  town  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  Sept.  10,  1834,  is 
a member  of  an  old  and  honored  Rhode  Island 
family.  He  is  a descendant  of 

(I)  Robert  Spink,  who  embarked  at  London 
i\Iay  28,  1635,  on  the  ship  “Speedwell,”  bound  for 
\’irginia,  his  age  being  given  as  twenty  years.  He 
was  at  Newport  as  early  as  1648,  and  was  made 
a freeman  there  in  1655.  He  was  in  Kingstown 
i\Iay  13,  1665,  where  he  and  others  petitioned  the 
Assembly  for  accommodation  of  land  in  King’s 
Province.  On  i\Iay  20,  1671,  he  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  in  the  same  year  purchased  land  in 
Quidnesset  of  the  Atherton  Company.  He  and  his 
wife  Alice  both  died  in  1695,  the  parents  of ; 
Robert ; John ; Margaret,  who  married  July  26, 
1680,  George  Vaughn;  Shebna ; and  Nicholas. 

(H)  Nicholas  Spink,  son  of  Robert,  married 
(first)  Abigail  and  (second)  Sarah,  and  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : John,  Nicholas,  Josiah  and  Abi- 
gail. 

(HI)  John  Spink,  son  of  Nicholas,  born  Sept. 
6,  1700,  married  Hannah  Carpenter,  and  their 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  Dec.  31,  1729;  Sam- 
uel (Ishmael),  born  Feb.  12,  1731;  Abner,  born 
Dec.  23,  1733;  John,  born  IMarch  21,  1736;  Sarah, 
born  Sept.  22,  1741;  Silas,  born  Jan.  24.  1743; 
Nicholas,  born  March  3,  1745,  and  Hannah,  born 
July  23,  1746. 

flV)  Ishmael  Spink,  son  of  John,  born  Feb.  12, 
1731,  married  Dec.  22,  1752,  Weight  Spencer, 
daughter  of  John  Spencer  and  granddaughter  of 
Robert  Spencer.  They  had  these  children : John, 
born  July  26,  17 — ; Silas,  Aug.  23,  17 — ; Waite, 
Jan.  19,  17 — ; Isaac,  March  3,  17 — Samuel,  Oct. 
30,  17 — ; Lucia,  itiay  22,  17 — ; Hannah,  iMay  23, 
17 — ; Nathaniel.  Nov.  16,  1769;  and  Ishmael. 

(\')  Ishmael  Spink  (2),  son  of  Ishmael,  mar- 
ried Dorothy,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Waity  Dyer, 
of  North  Kingstown,  and  had  these  children  : John 
Dyer,  Silas,  Salina  and  Horace. 

(iT)  John  Dyer  Spink,  born  Oct.  24,  1798,  son 
of  Ishmael  (2),  married  Abby  Waite,  who  was 


born  Sept.  26,  1802,  daughter  of  Col.  Beriah  Waite, 
who  entered  the  army  early  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  was  rapidly  promoted  to 
a colonelcy,  and  held  that  rank  until  the  war  was  ter- 
minated. He  was  then  appointed  sheriff  of  Wash- 
ington county,  and  continued  in  that  position  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  The  children  of  John  Dyer 
and  Abby  (Waite)  Spink  were  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth A.,  born  Sept.  3,  1824,  .died  July  7,  1848;  she 
married  Samuel  Gardiner  and  had  one  daughter 
that  died  in  infancy.  William  Mervin,  born  Jan. 

19,  1826,  married  Dorcas  Barney,  daughter  of  Ly- 
man, of  Cranston, 'R.  I.,  and  died  June  28,  1905; 
his  daughter,  Gertrude,  born  Dec.  i,  1854,  married 
William  H.  Dyer,  and  died  Aug.  30,  1899.  Ishmael 

B. ,  born  j\Iay  18,  1827,  died  Feb.  21,  1849.  Nathan 
H.,  born  Sept.  10,  1828,  died  Sept.  19,  1841.  Ruth- 
Dyer  was  born  Sept.  23,  1830.  Zachariah  T.,  born 
April  30,  1832,  died  Dec.  20,  1848.  George  A.  was 
born  Sept.  10,  1834.  John  D.,  born  Aug.  17,  1837, 
died  Nov.  27,  1841.  Abby  S.,  born  Oct.  18,  1839, 
died  Sept.  4,  1840. 

When  a young  man  John  Dyer  Spink  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  in  Wickford, 

R.  I.,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Spink  & Waite — 
the  latter  a half-brother  of  Mr.  Spink’s  wife.  This 
firm  dissolved  and  Mr.  Spink  removed  to  Cranston, 

R.  I.,  where  his  son  George  A.  was  born.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Natick,  R.  L,  where  he  became  as- 
sociated with  the  store  of  A.  & W.  Sprague  and  re- 
mained for  many  years.  He  was  a member  of  Gov- 
ernor Fenner’s  staff,  holding  the  rank  of  captain. 

(VTI)  Capt.  George  Augustus  Spink,  born  in 
Cranston,  Sept.  10,  1834,  received  a common- 
school  education  in  the  village  of  Natick,  and  at 
an  early  age  was  apprenticed  to  a jewelry  concern 
in  North  Attleboro,  Mass.  In  i860  he  returned  to 
Natick,  and  subsequently  worked  at  the  jeweler’s 
trade  in  Providence,  R.  I.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war  he  lost  no  time  in  enlisting,  becom- 
ing a private  in  Company  D,  ist  Rhode  Island  De- 
tached Militia,  April  17,  1861.  He  was  the 
first  man  to  volunteer  from  the  town  of  Warwick, 

R.  I.  He  participated  with  his  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
Aug.  2,  1861.  On  May  26,  1862,  Mr. 
Spink  again  entered  the  service,  this  time 
as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  C,  9th  Rhode 
Island  Infantry.  His  company  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Ricketts,  in  the  defenses  of  Washington,  D. 

C. ,  and  he  was  on  court  martial  duty  in  the  city  of 
Washington  for  several  weeks.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  the  expiration  of  his  term.  Sept.  2,  1862.  On 
Oct.  9.  1862,  he  was  commissioned  a captain  in  the 
I2th  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  being  assigned  to 
Company  C,  was  ])resent  with  his  regiment  at  the 
l)attle  of  Fredcricksl)urg  and  in  the  subsequent 
campaign,  in  Kentucky,  and  was  mustered  out 
July  29,  1863.  Still  desirous  of  serving  his  country, 
he  applied  for  a commission  in  the  14th  Rhode  Is- 
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land  Heavy  Artillery,  then  being  organized,  was 
commissioned  captain  in  that  regiment  Jan.  4,  1864, 
and  was  assigned  to  Company  L,  of  the  3d  Bat- 
talion, being  mustered  in  Jan.  15th.  In  order  to 
get  this  commission  it  was  necessary  for  the  appli- 
cant to  go  before  an  examining  board  composed  of 
regular  army  officers,  of  which  Gen.  Silas  Casey 
was  then  president.  This  commission  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate  and  signed  by  President  Lin- 
coln and  Secretary  of  War  Stanton.  Captain  Spink 
accompanied  his  battalion  to  Louisiana  and  was 
stationed  with  his  company  for  a while  at  Camp 
Parapet,  La.  On  June  30,  1864,  he  and  his  com- 
pany were  detached  from  the  battalion  and  ordered 
to  garrison  Fort  Banks,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  It  was  a responsible  position,  requiring  the 
exercise  of  great  tact  and  firmness  on  the  part  of 
the  commanding  officer.  The  territory  over  which 
his  authority  extended  covered  a distance  of  nearly 
seventy  miles  from  the  city  of  Algiers,  opposite 
New  Orleans,  to  Donelsonville,  on  the  north.  That 
Captain  Spink’s  services  as  a commanding  officer 
were  appreciated  by  the  citizens  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Banks  is  attested  by  the  fact  that 
upon  his  retirement  from  that  command  he  was 
made  the  recipient  of  an  elegant  field  glass,  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of  Jef- 
ferson, La.  Captain  Spink  was  mustered  out  with 
his  regiment  Oct.  2,  1865.  He  was  mustered  in 
with  each  of  his  four  regiments  as  they  went  out 
to  the  field,  remained  with  each  through  his  term 
of  enlistment,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from 
each  at  the  expiration  of  his  various  terms.  He 
also  held  a commission  as  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  25th  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Militia. 

Upon  his  return  to  Rhode  Island  the  Captain 
engaged  in  the  general  store  business  at  Olney- 
ville,  R.  I.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Spink  & 
Straight.  They  closed  out  business  in  1866,  and 
Captain  Spink  then  associated  himself  with  the 
firm  of  L.  D.  Anthony'  & Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in 
Yankee  notions.  With  the  exception  of  one  year, 
when  he  was  connected  with  D.  M.  & L.  E.  Salis- 
bury & Co.,  wholesale  dry  goods  dealers,  he 
continued  with  L.  D.  Anthony  & Co.  until 
August,  1877,  when  the  firm  of  Murray, 
Spink  & Co.,  importers  and  jobbers  of 
fancy  goods,  was  organized.  He  retired  from  that 
firm  Feb.  i,  1897,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  the 
general  insurance  business. 

Captain  Spink  has  not  only  been  prominent  in 
the  commercial  aflfairs  of  his  day,  but  has  also 
taken  an  interest  in  local  government,  and  served  as 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Warwick 
for  three  years,  1873-75,  inclusive.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Supreme  court  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  assess  land  damages  on  the  Pawtuxet 
Valley  railroad.  For  three  years  he  was  an  inspec- 
tor of  the  Hartford,  Providence  & Fishkill  rail- 
road, receiving  the  appointment  from  Gov.  Henry 
Lippitt. 


The  Captain  was  made  a Mason  in  Warwick 
Lodge,  No.  13,  Phenix,  R.  L,  in  1866;  subsequently 
became  a member  of  Landmark  Chapter,  at  River 
Point,  and  of  Calvary  Commandery,  Providence, 
and  is  a member  of  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  president  of  the  Auburn  branch  of 
the  Co-operative  -Savings  Society  of  Connecticut, 
and  has  been  president  of  the  Auburn  Free  Library 
Association  and  of  the  Freemasons’  Building  Asso- 
ciation. As  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war  he  holds 
membership  in  Slocum  Post,  No.  10,  G.  A.  R., 
Department  of  Rhode  Island. 

In  1876  Captain  Spink  took  up  his  residence  in 
Cranston,  where  he  has  since  lived,  and  at  that 
time  put  up  the  handsome  and  commodious  dwell- 
ing which  is  still  his  home.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Edna  Gilman,  daugh- 
ter of  Ralza  Gilman,  of  East  Hartford,  Conn.  I\Irs. 
Spink  died  in  1870,  and  he  subsequently  married 
Lucie  A.  Gardner,  daughter  of  Rowland  F.  Gard- 
ner, Esq.,  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  1.  Two  daughters 
have  been  born  to  the  second  union  : Magdaline  Eliz- 
abeth Gardner  and  Portia,  the  latter  dying  young. 
The  first  named  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  C.  Newman,  of 
Cowesett,  R.  L,  resident  manager  of  the  Provi- 
dence branch  of  the  Prudential  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  they  have  one  son,  George  Augustus 
Spink  Newman. 

HON.  CFIARLES  HARRIS  FISHER,  M.  D. 
(deceased).  Providence,  was  born  June  30,  1822, 
in  the  town  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  coming  of  a pa- 
triotic and  somewhat  chivalrous,  and,  in  some  lines, 
distinguished  ancestry.  His  parents  were  George 
Clinton  and  Harriet  (Cady)  Eisher,  the  former  a 
son  of  Barzillai  Eisher,  an  active  participant  in  the 
war  of  1812,  who  in  turn  was  a son  of  Barzillai 
Fisher,  the  elder,  who,  with  four  sons,  was  con- 
nected either  with  the  army  or  navy  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  Nearly 
all  held  official  positions : One  was  a member  of 
Washington’s  body  guard  for  three  years,  and  an- 
other commanded  a vessel  in  the  navy.  Barzillai 
Fisher,  perhaps  the  elder,  came  from  Preston, 
Conn.,  to  Killingly,  purchasing  land  in  the  latter 
town  some  years  prior  to  the  Revolution.  Among 
those  connected  with  the  ancestry  of  the  deceased 
who  acquired  distinction  were:  Fisher  Ames,  M. 
D.,  of  Harvard  University,  an  author  of  some  note  ; 
Judge  Fisher,  of  the  Supreme  Court ; and  Hon. 
Samuel  S.  Fisher,  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Patents.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  George  C. 
Fisher,  James  Aldrich,  of  Scituate,  R.  L,  was  for 
nineteen  years  a member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  is  said  to  have  drawn  lots, 
in  a rude  way,  with  Hon.  Elisha  Mathewson,  to 
decide  between  them  as  friends  which  should  be 
the  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship 
with  the  certainty  of  an  election,  and  which  resulted 
in  favor  of  Mathewson,  who  received  the  cordial 
support  of  Aldrich.  Govs.  Arthur  and  James  Fen- 
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ner  and  Gov.  Jones  were  intimate  friends  of  iNIr.  duties  more  clearly,  made  State  Registrar  of  Vital 


Aldrich,  and  spent  days  every  year  in  social  inter- 
course at  their  several  residences.  i\Ir.  Aldrich 
was  one  or  more  times  a Presidential  elector.  A 
great-great-grandson  of  IMr.  Aldrich,  James  B. 
Angell,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  was  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  1880. 

Dr.  Charles  Harris  Fisher  at  the  age  of  eight 
years  was  deprived  of  a father’s  care,  and  was 
thereafter  dependent  on  his  own  labor.  His  early 
educational  advantages  from  schools  were  quite 
limited  but  by  private  study  he  acquired  a fair 
knowledge  of  the  higher  mathematics,  the  natural 
sciences  and  Latin  language.  The  expenses  of  his 
education,  general  and  professional,  were  defrayed 
wholly  by  his  personal  exertions.  His  professional 
education  was  acquired  at  Dartmouth,  Harvard, 
and  the  University  of  New  York.  He  was  also  a 
student  in  the  office  of  Prof.  Alfred  C.  Post,  ]M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  of  New  York.  He  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  North  Scituate.  Dr.  Fisher  had  a 
very  large  and  varied  practice,  including  many 
important  surgical  operations,  and  a large  part  of 
the  consultation  business  of  the  surrounding  towns. 
He  early  became  identified  with  the  educational 
interests  of  the  town  of  Scituate,  and  successively 
occupied  all  the  positions  of  oversight  and  superin- 
tendence of  the  public  schools  of  that  town ; was  ac- 
tive in  the  formation  of  the  public  library,  holding 
the  position  of  director  and  president  of  the  same 
for  many  years,  and  he  was  also  a trustee  of  the 
Lapham  Institute.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
he  served  under  a commission  from  the  Governor 
as  surgeon  on  the  Board  of  Exemption  from  Draft, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  inspectors  of  recruits. 

In  1869  Dr.  Fisher  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  where  he  served  on  the  committee  on  Cor- 
porations, and  also  on  several  joint  and  special  com- 
mittees, including  a commission,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  chairman,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
stocking  the  inland  waters  of  the  State  with  more 
esculent  fish.  In  1870,  upon  the  establishment  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  he  was  appointed  a 
anember  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  succes- 
sive appointments  continued  a member  until  1880. 
He  was  active  in  procuring  the  establishment  of  the 
State  Normal  school  and  with  Gov.  Seth  Padelford. 
and  Commissioner  T.  W.  Bicknell,  visited  the  Nor- 
mal schools  of  other  States  to  ascertain  their  plans  of 
organization  and  methods  of  instruction.  He  was 
a trustee  of  the  Normal  School  continuously  from 
1871.  In  1877  he  was  returned  to  the  State  Senate, 
serving  two  years  on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  the 
committee  on  Executive  Communications,  and  other 
joint  and  special  committees. 

L^pon  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  (which  legislative  bill  he  drafted)  in  1878, 
Dr.  Fisher  was  appointed  a member,  and  having 
been  elected  secretary  of  the  board,  was,  in  1880 
by  legislative  enactment,  in  order  to  define  his 


Statistics,  and  Commissioner  of  Public  Health.  Dr. 
Fisher  was  also  a Presidential  Elector  for  Rhode 
Island  in  1876.  Early  intere.sted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  railroad  facilities  between  his  adopted 
town  and  Providence,  he  was  active  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Providence  and  Springfield  Railroad 
Company.  Dr.  Fisher  occupied  the  position  of 
director  of  the  Citizens’  Union  Bank  for  fifteen 
years,  and  for  two  years  was  the  bank’s  president. 
He  was  for  eleven  years  president  of,  the  Scituate 
National  Bank.  The  various  religious,  benevolent 
and  literary  associations  Jiad  the  warm  support  of 
Dr.  Fisher,  and  with  many  of  them  he  sustained 
active  official  relations. 

Dr.  Fisher  was  an  active  member  of  the  i\Ia- 
sonic  fraternity,  having  been  the  master  of  a lodge 
of  Master  Masons,  presiding  officers  of  a chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  an  officer  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  and 
was  also  a Knight  Templar.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  his 
professional  relations  Dr.  Fisher  was  the  president, 
and  held  several  other  offices  in  the  Rhode  Island 
State  jMedical  Society,  which  he  joined  in  1850; 
was  a member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion; the  American  Social  Science  Association; 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science ; the  American  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  advisory  board  ; the 
International  Medical  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C., 
1887;  and  the  Congress  of  1890,  Berlin,  Germany. 
Dr.  Fisher  did  much  literary  work  in  various  lines, 
contributed  to  the  public  press  and  medical  periodi- 
cals ; prepared  eleven  annual  reports  on  the  regis- 
tration of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  Rhode 
Island ; edited  the  monthly  Bulletin  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  from  the  year  1888;  drafted 
numerous  acts  for  legislative  approval,  many  of 
which  are  now  embodied  in  the  laws  of  the  State. 

On  Feb.  22,  1849,  Dr.  Fisher  was  married  to 
Sophia  Remington  Smith,  daughter  of  Russell 
Smith  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  who  was  the  grandson  of 
Gen.  William  West,  Deputy  Governor,  under  the 
charter,  an  active  coadjutor  with  the  revolting 
colonists  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  Mrs. 
Fisher  died  in  1890.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  were 
horn  the  following  children : Sophia,  who  died  in 
childhood;  George  R.,  ]\I.  D.,  born  May  28,  1852; 
Mary  D.,  who  married  Franklin  P.  Owen,  an  at- 
torney at  Providence;  Ruth  N.,  who  married  Wal- 
ter J.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Providence;  and  Lizzie  H., 
who  married  Albert  W.  Chapman,  of  Providence. 

Dr.  Fisher  died  Nov.  12,  1893,  at  the  “Contin- 
ental Hotel”  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  from  the  effects  of  a 
cold  taken  at  Chicago  while  in  attendance  at  the 
Health  Congress  held  there.  He  had  stopped  oft  at 
Buffalo  for  medical  attendance. 

Dr.  Fisher  was  a gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
scrupulously  polite  and  .laying  great  stress  upon  the 
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conventionalities  of  life.  For  many  years  his  home 
was  the  resort  of  the  cultured  men  of  the  State  and 
county.  As  a citizen,  physician,  legislator,  teacher 
and  scholar,  Dr.  Charles  Harris  Fisher  had  few 
equals  and  no  superiors. 

Dr.  George  Russell  Fisher,  son  of  the  late 
Dr.  Charles  Harris  Fisher,  was  born  in  North 
Scituate,  R.  L,  Hay  28,  1852.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town  and  the 
Lapham  Institute.  In  1868  he  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  graduate  in  the  class  of 
1872.  He  adopted  medicine  as  a profession  and 
after  pursuing  a course  of  study  at  home  entered 
Yale  Aledical  College,  and  afterward  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital Medical  College,  New  York,  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution  in  the  class  of  1874.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  the  office  of  his  father  in  Scituate,  where 
his  practice  subsequently  became  very  large.  He 
was  town  physician  from  1876  to  1879,  and  besides 
discharging  his  professional  duties  as  a practitioner 
of  medicine,  he  took  a very  active  part  in  all  public 
spirited  movements,  and  his  popularity  has  been 
due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  he  has  always  been 
ready  and  willing  to  do  what  he  could  for  every- 
body. 

In  addition  to  his  skill  as  a physician  Dr.  Fisher 
has  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  surgeon, 
and  his  practice  extends  over  a great  part  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  is  a man  of  wonderful  physical  endur- 
ance and  his  manner  in  the  sick  room  is  cheery  and 
comfort  giving.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Olneyville 
and  opened  an  office  in  the  Tabernacle  Building, 
where  he  has  continued  to  conduct  a large  and  in- 
fluential practice. 

Dr.  Fisher  excels  in  all  polite  accomplishments. 
In  his  appearance  and  manner  there  is  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  dignity  and  majesty,  which  are 
softened  and  tempered  by  affability  and  courtesy. 
He  is  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  modern  medical 
literature  of  the  day,  and  has  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  medical  fraternity  by  well  recognized  ability, 
and  it  may  well  be  said  that  it  is  through  his  in- 
domitable efforts  that  he  has  reached  his  present 
position.  From  1876  to  1881  he  was  assistant  sur- 
geon general,  and  served  with  distinction  on  the 
staff  of  Gov.  Henry  Lippett,  on  his  vist  to  New 
Orleans  at  the  Mardi  Gras  Exposition.  He  was 
also  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Charles  C.  Van  Zandt,  and 
Gov.  Alfred  H.  Littlefield.  On  May  6,  1895,  he 
was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  of  the  United 
Train  Artillery. 

Dr.  Fisher  is  a well-known  member  of  various 
societies,  including  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No. 
No.  32,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Centredale;  Knights  of 
Pythias;  United  Workmen;  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society;  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion ; and  the  Providence  Medical  Association. 

On  Dec.  8,  1886,  Dr.  Fisher  married  Miss  An- 
nie Wilkinson  Hale,  of  Providence. 


BROW  N.  One  of  the  old  and  honored  fami- 
lies of  New  England  is  that  of  Brown,  a history 
of  the  branch  to  which  Mrs.  W'illiam  Carry  of 
Newport,  R.  I.,  belongs,  being  here  given : 

(I)  Nicholas  Brown  appears  early  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  island 
of  Aquidneck  in  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
nine  signers  of  the  compact  of  1639  for  a body  poli- 
tic. He  became  a freeman  in  1655.  He  was  twice 
married,  marrying  (second)  Frances,  widow  of 
George  Parker.  His  will  was  proved  in  December, 
1694,  his  grandson  Tobias  Brown,  being  executor. 
The  children  of  Nicholas  Brown  were;  Nicholas, 
Abraham,  Jane  and  William. 

(H)  William  Brown,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  married  and  had  children: 
Martha,  Jane  and  Tobias. 

(HI)  Tobias  Brown,  son  of  William,  married 
Alice  Burrington,  and  their  children  of  Little 
Compton  town  record  were:  John,  born  in  1705; 
Abraham,  born  in  1707;  William,  born  in  1709; 
Nicholas,  born  in  1710;  Alice,  born  in  1711 ; Sarah, 
born  in  1717;  and  Robert,  born  in  1720.  Tobias 
Brown  was  a large  land-owner  in  Middletown,  Lit- 
tle Compton  and  Tiverton.  To  his  son  William  he 
willed  April  i,  1734,  his  farm  in  Middletown;  to 
John  and  Abraham  he  gave  his  farm  in  Tiverton; 
and  to  Nicholas  and  Robert  he  gave  his  Little 
Compton  property.  Tobias  Brown  died  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1734. 

(IV)  William  Brown,  son  of  Tobias  and  Alice 
(Burrington)  Brown,  born  in  1709,  likely  in  Little 
Compton,  married  in  October,  1742,  Judith  Pal- 
mer, of  Little  Compton,  born  March  28,  1719,  and 
their  children  of  Middletown  town  record  were : 
William,  born  July  i,  1743;  Priscilla,  Aug.  24, 
1744;  Gideon,  Sept.  18,  1745;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  25, 
1746;  Ruth,  June  6,  1748;  Sarah,  March  26,  1752; 
Pardon,  Nov.  18,  1754;  Peleg,  April  28,  1757;  Ly- 
dia, Feb.  23,  1759;  James,  Jan.  5,  1761;  and  Pal- 
mer, July  9,  1762. 

(V)  Peleg  Brown,  son  of  William,  was  born 

April  28,  1757.  On  July  9,  1778,  he  married  Mary 
Coggeshall,  of  Middletown.  Their  children,  of  Mid- 
dletown record,  according  to  Arnold,  were ; 
Thomas,  born  Jan.  8,  1779;  Mercy,  Nov.  5,  1780; 
Joseph,  Sept.  7,  1782;  Judith,  May  21,  1784;  Peleg, 
March  3,  1786;  Palmer,  Dec.  8,  1787;  Anne,  May 
3,  1790;  William  Coggeshall,  April  ii,  1792; 

James  Hale,  July  31,  1794;  George  Coggeshall, 
Dec.  2,  1798;  Pardon  and  Joshua  Coggeshall, 
twins,  Dec.  24,  1801 ; and  Robert  Dennis,  March 
22,  1805. 

(VI)  William  Coggeshall  Brown,  son  of  Peleg 
and  Mary  (Coggeshall)  Brown,  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  April  ii,  1792,  and  died  in  Ston- 
ington.  Conn.,  Jan.  10,  1876.  On  Feb.  18,  1813,  he 
married  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Miss  Sally  Kenyon, 
daughter  of  Greene  Kenyon,  of  South  Kingstown, 
R.  I.  She  died  Sept.  9,  1871,  aged  seventy-four 
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years.  To  this  union  were  born  twelve  children  as 
follows:  Alanson,  born  Jan.  31,  1814,  married 
Eliza  Davis;  Joseph  C.,  born  Jan.  23,  1822,  was 
in  the  dry  goods  business  in  St.  Augustine,  Fla. ; 
Hannah  K.,  born  June  23,  1823,  married  Thomas 
j\l.  Stanton,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I. ; Peleg  C.  and 
Greene  K.,  twins,  were  born  Jan.  25,  1826,  the  for- 
mer dying  March  9,  1837,  and  the  latter  married 
Ann  Lyons,  and  resides  in  the  West;  James  A.  and 
George  A.,  twins,  were  born  Oct.  17,  1828,  and  the 
former  is  mentioned  below,  while  the  latter  died 
April  16,  1832;  William  D.,  born  July  3,  1830,  died 
in  New  Orleans,  Aug.  9,  1853;  RMthaniel  K.  was 
born  Jan.  19,  1832;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  26,  1834,  died 
in  December,  1834;  Ann  K.,  born  March  9,  1836, 
died  Feb.  26,  i860;  and  Jane  E.,  born  March  15, 
1838,  married  M’illiam  Baker.  William  Coggeshall 
Brown,  the  father  of  the  above  children,  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  after 
his  marriage  to  Sally  Kenyon,  who  was  also  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  South 
Kingstown,  he  began  farming  in  the  town  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  later  purchasing  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Montville,  Conn.,  where  he  passed 
most  of  his  active  life  and  reared  his  large 
family.  He  was  a home-loving  man,  and  be- 
longed to  no  fraternal  organizations,  and  while 
interested  in  local  affairs,  never  accepted  town 
office.  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Brown  lived  the  later  years 
of  their  lives  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  there  they 
both  died. 

(VII)  James  Alfred  Brown,  son  of  William 
Coggeshall,  was  born  Oct.  17,  1828,  in  Peace  Dale, 
R.  I.,  where  he  received  his  early  educational  train- 
ing. Leaving  school  when  a mere  lad  between  the 
ages  of  thirteen  and  fourteen  years,  he  went  to 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  was  there  employed  by  his 
brother,  Alanson,  in  the  butchering  business.  iMr. 
Brown  then  went  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  engaged  in 
business  in  that  city,  establishing  himself  as  a dry 
goods  merchant,  in  which  line  he  continued  for  sev- 
eral years  and  then  branched  out  into  other  lines, 
viz. : " Flour,  molasses  and  other  commodities.  He 
became  largely  interested  in  vessels  plying  between 
the  West  Indies  and  the  Southern  States,  but  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  ruined  his  business  inter- 
ests there,  and  he  lost  practically  his  entire  fortune. 
At  that  time  he  was  building  a summer  home  in 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  and,  being  a stanch  Northern 
sympathizer,  he  left  the  South,  and  returned  to 
Newport,  where,  in  about  1874,  he  established  him- 
self in  the  wholesale  fruit  and  vegetable  business, 
locating  on  Ferry  Wharf,  where  he  continued  thus 
engaged  until  1888.  In  this  year  he  retired  from 
this  business.  In  1889  Mr.  Brown  removed  his 
home  from  Middletown  to  Jamestown,  by  having 
it  placed  on  floats  and  drawn  across  Newport  Har- 
bor. This  was  a novel  undertaking,  and  was  wit- 
nessed by  many  of  the  people  of  both  towns.  Upon 
being  placed  upon  its  foundations  in  Jamestown,  it 
was  given  the  name  of  “Bay  Voyage,”  and  for  sev- 


eral years  and  until  his  death  was  conducted  as  a 
summer  hotel  by  iNIr.  Brown,  since  which  time  it 
has  been  run  under  the  management  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  William  Carry. 

In  all  of  his  business  ventures  Mr.  Brown  met 
with  marked  success,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Civil  war,  he  was  in  a position  to  have  amassed  a 
large  fortune.  He  was  a capable,  conservative  and 
careful  business  man,  and  as  a citizen  held  the  re- 
spect of  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact.  He 
was  a consistent  member  of  Zion’s  Episcopal 
Church,  and  served  as  senior  warden  thereof  for 
several  years.  Mr.  Brown  was  a stanch  Republi- 
can, but  although  he  was  active  in  every  movement 
calculated  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community,  would 
never  accept  public  preferment. 

On  Aug.  20,  1855,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lucy  Maria  Brown,  daughter  of 
Pardon  and  Sarah  (Sanford)  Brown,  of  Newport, 
and  she  died  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  April  ii,  1868. 
Mr.  Brown’s  death  occurred  April  12,  1893,  in 
Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
spend  the  winter  months  with  his  daughters.  To 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Brown  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Ida  Julia,  born  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  married 
Sept.  7,  1882,  William  Carry,  son  of  William 
Carry,  of  Newport;  James  xVlfred,  Jr.,  born  Aug. 
4,  1859,  in  Middletown,  R.  L,  died  unmarried  in 
Augusta,  Alaine,  Feb.  8,  1907,  where  he  was  a 
commission  merchant ; Augusta  Tyson,  born  in 
Middletown,  R.  L,  married  Sept.  13,  1882,  Mr.  I. 
Walter  Titus,  of  Lynn,  Alass.,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Titus  & Buckley,  and  they  have  two  daughters, 
Augusta  Boyonton  (born  Jan.  26,  1884)  and  Alice 
Fletcher  (born  April  6,  1885)  ; and  Lucy  Maria, 
born  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.,  married  in  December, 
1887,  Charles  Freeman  Felt,  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Felt  Brothers,  dry  goods  merchants  of  Lynn, 
Alass.,  and  she  died  in  that  city,  Alay  25,  1907, 
without  issue. 

GEORGE  GOSLING.  A Rhode  Islander  only 
by  adoption,  the  late  George  Gosling,  president  of 
the  R.  Plews  Alanufacturing  Company  of  Central 
Falls,  the  largest  manufacturing  concern  of  patent 
tin  cylinders  for  spinning  frames  and  mules  in 
America,  furnishes  another  instance  of  the  oppor- 
tunities open  in  America  to  any  ambitious  young 
man,  from  whatever  portion  of  the  wide  world  he 
may  hail,  if  he  but  apply  himself  and  resolve  to 
make  a place  for  himself  in  our  business  life.  He 
was  one  of  many  Englishmen  attracted  to  Rhode 
Island  owing  to  its  being  a great  industrial  center, 
where  chances  are  open  to  those  of  mechanical, 
inventive  and  manufacturing  skill,  who  have  soon 
come  to  the  front  and  made  for  themselves  position 
and  wealth.  George  Gosling  was  born  Feb.  23, 
1845,  in  Hyde,  Cheshire,  England,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Alary  A.  (Chadwick)  Gosling. 

The  Gosling  family  is  one  of  old  English  stock, 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1445 


dating  back  to  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
The  name  is  of  French  extraction.  Thomas  Gos- 
ling, father  of  George,  was  a native  of  Hyde,  in 
Cheshire,  and  worked  in  a cotton-mill  in  his  native 
home  from  the  early  age  of  ten  years,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  Keystone  mill,  owned  by  John 'Side- 
bottom,  a manufacturer  of  cloth.  Step  by  step  Mr. 
Gosling  learned  every  detail  in  the  process  of  man- 
ufacture, and  rose  to  the  position  of  manager  of  the 
mill.  He  did  not,  however,  live  long  to  enjoy  his  suc- 
cess, as  he  died  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  in  1850,  and 
was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  the  Church  of 
England.  He  married  Mary  A.  Chadwick,  who 
bore  him  five  children  : One  .that  died  in  infancy  ; 
Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of  Hon.  Eastwood  East- 
wood,  and  resides  in  Central  Falls;  John,  who  was 
a member  of  the  R.  Plews  Manufacturing  Company 
for  some  years,  and  died  in  Southport,  England ; 
Jane,  who  married  John  McAllen,  and  died  in 
Pawtucket,  leaving  children,  Lena  (who  married 
Jeremiah  Sherman),  George  (who  died  young), 
Arthur  (of  Central  Falls),  Maude  (deceased), 
klattie  (who  mariied  Fred  Snape,  of  Central 
Falls)  and  Mabel  (who  married  Frank  E.  Bacon, 
of  Central  Falls)  ;•  and  George.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Gosling  his  widow  married  Robert  Plews, 
and  in  1856  came  to  America  with  her  family,  lo- 
cating first  in  Providence,  later  going  to  Pawtucket, 
and  finally  settling  in  Central  Falls,  where  Mr. 
Plews  became  engaged  in  the  tinware  business. 
He  invented,  patented  and  became  the  manufac- 
turer of  the  tin  cylinder  for  spinning  frames,  his 
business  becoming  one  of  the  important  industries 
of  the  place.  He  conducted  it  successfully  for  some 
years  and  then  took  in  as  partners  his  stepsons, 
John  and  George  Gosling,  the  business  name  of  the 
firm  becoming  R.  Plews  & Co.  In  1871  Mr.  Plews 
withdrew  and  for  the  rest  of  his  life  lived  in  re- 
tirement. His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Cen- 
tral Falls,  July  23,  1877,  and  his  widow  died  May 
9,  1883.  They  both  rest  in  Moshassuck  cemetery. 
They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican. 

George  Gosling  was  but  five  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died,  but  he  inherited  from  him  those 
traits  of  character  which  as  he  grew  older  made 
him  a man  among  men.  From  his  stepfatheV  he 
learned  lessons  of  industry  and  sound  business 
principles.  His  early  literary  education  was  lim- 
ited, but  what  he  failed  to  acquire  in  the  school 
room  he  gained  in  the  broader  school  of  experience 
and  by  reading  and  observation.  He  was  but  eleven 
years  old  when  he  came  to  his  new  home  in  the 
Western  World,  locating  with  the  family  at  Central 
Falls.  Here  he  learned  the  tinsmith’s  business 
with  his  stepfather,  Mr.  Plews.  In  1869  he  and  his 
brother  John  became  associated  in  business  with 
]\Ir.  Plews,  who  as  stated  above  retired  in  1871. 
Two  years  later,  in  1873,  Mr.  John  Gosling  with- 
drew, leaving  Mr.  George  Gosling  alone  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  business.  A year  later,  in  1874,  he  took 


into  business  with  him  former  IMayor  Eastwood 
Eastwood.  Through  the  business  ability,  enterprise 
and  good  management  of  these  men  for  years  their 
business  grew,  they  prospered,  and  made  for  them- 
selves and  their  product  a reputation ; and  it  seemed 
best  and  was  deemed  wise  to  incorporate  the  con- 
cern, which  was  done  Oct.  3,  1900,  as  the  R.  Plews 
Manufacturing  Company,  with  Mr.  Eastwood  as 
president.  Holmes  Lomas  and  William  H.  Board- 
man,  vice-presidents,  and  George  Gosling  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  East- 
wood,  some  few  months  prior  to  that  of  Mr.  Gos- 
ling, the  latter  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the 
corporation,  a relation  he  sustained  to  it  until  the 
time  of  his  own  death.  On  Mr.  Gosling’s  assuming 
the  presidency  of  the  concern  Mr.  Boardman  was 
made  treasurer  and  Mr.  Lomas  secretary. 

As  stated,  the  R.  Plews  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany is  the  largest  concern  manufacturing  patent 
tin  cylinders  for  spinning  frames  and  mules  in 
America.  Its  products  go  all  over  the  civilized 
world.  It  has  for  some  time  supplied  the  concern  of 
Messrs.  Fales  & Jenks  exclusively  with  its  goods. 
And  in  the  building  up  of  the  extensive  and  widely 
known  business,  in  establishing  its  reputation  and 
its  large  success,  the  mind  and  handiwork  of  its 
late  president,  George  Gosling,  were  ever  manifest. 

Mr.  Gosling  was  a prominent  fraternity  man, 
connected  with  a dozen  and  more  different  orders. 
He  was  a Thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  held 
membership  in  the  following  organizations : Paw- 
tucket Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  O.  Lh  W. ; Lincoln  Lodge, 
Knights  of  U.  W. ; Hope  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Honor ; Moshassuck  Assembly,  Good  Fellows ; 
American  Legion  of  Honor ; Providence  Lodge  of 
Elks;  W’ashington  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias;  Su- 
perior Lodge,  Odd  Fellows;  Jenks  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter ; Holy 
Sepulchre  Commandery ; Aleppo  Temple;  Boston 
Consistory ; and  W’arwick  Club,  Providence.  Mr. 
Gosling  was  a consistent  member  of  St.  George’s 
Episcopal  Church  at  Central  Falls. 

On  July  22,  1868,  Mr.  Gosling  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  A.  Whittle,  born  in  Pawtucket,  daughter 
of  James  and  Ann  (Thornley)  Whittle,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  England.  Mr.  Whittle  was 
a bleacher  by  occupation,  employed  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Bleaching  Company,  of  Providence ; he  and 
his  wife  both  died  at  Saylesville,  and  are  buried  in 
Moshassuck  cemetery,  at  Central  Falls.  Mrs.  Gos- 
ling resides  in  the  beautiful  home  built  by  her  hus- 
band on  Central  street.  Central  Falls.  She  and  her 
family  attend  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church.  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Gosling  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,-  namely : IMary  Emma  married  Holmes 
Lomas,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  R.  Plews 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, LeRoy  Gosling,  Elizabeth  H.  and  George 
Gosling;  Bertha  Louise  is  at  home;  and  Charles 
Allen  died  young. 

Mr.  Gosling  died  June  2,  1901,  at  his  home  in 
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Central  Falls,  and  was  buried  in  Aloshassuck  ceme- 
tery. In  politics  he  was  a Republican. 

HON.  EASTWOOD  EASTWOOD,  late 
mayor  of  Central  Falls,  and  for  a number  of  years 
a well-known  business  man  and  manufacturer  of 
that  section  of  Rhode  Island,  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land, born  Dec.  28,  1834,  at  Clitheroe,  Lancashire, 
son  of  John  and  Jane  Eastwood,  and  brother  of 
the  late  Rev.  Benjamin  Eastwood,  for  upwards  of 
a quarter  of  a century  the  beloved  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  (Episcopal)  at  Paw- 
tucket. 

John  Eastwood,  the  father,  was  a block  printer 
by  occupation,  and  in  the  early  fifties  he  came  to 
America  with  his  family,  locating  first  in  Fall 
River,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some  time. 
Later  he  came  to  Central  Falls,  and  made  this  place 
his  home  during  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Moshassuck 
cemetery.  Central  Falls.  They  were  originally 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  in  later 
life  united  with  the  Methodist  Church.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased. 

Eastwood  Eastwood  • received  his  schooling  in 
his  native  land,  but  his  advantages  in  that  line 
were  somewhat  limited,  and  he  was  largely  self- 
educated.  He  was  early  apprenticed  to  the  tin- 
smith’s trade,  and  when  he  came  to  America,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  was  fully  prepared  to 
care  for  himself.  He  found  his  first  employment  in 
Providence,  but  this  was  the  time  of  the  1857  panic, 
and  work  was  scarce,  and  the  young  man  was 
obliged  to  content  himself  with  such  work  and  at 
such  wages  as  he  could  get.  After  a year  or  so  in 
Providence  he  came  to  Central  Falls,  and  found 
employment  at  his  trade  with  Robert  Plews,  work- 
ing there  as  a journeyman  for  seventeen  years. 
When  i\Ir.  Plews  retired  from  business  in  1871  he 
was  succeeded  by  John  and  George  Gosling, 
brothers-in-law'  of  Mr.  Eastwood.  In  1873 
John  Gosling  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  in  1874 
a partnership  was  formed  between  George  Gosling 
and  Mr.  Eastwood,  under  the  firm  name  of  R. 
Plews  & Co.  They  manufactured  patent  tin 
cylinders  for  spinning  frames.  In  October,  1900, 
the  company  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  R.  Plews  Manufacturing  Company,  and  ]\Ir. 
Eastwood  was  elected  its  president,  serving  with 
ability  until  his  death  shortly  after,  Dec.  i,  1900. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Moshassuck  cemetery. 

Mr.  Eastwood  was  successful  in  business,  and 
by  his  great  foresight  and  executive  ability,  with 
the  co-operation  of  his  progressive  partner,  Mr. 
Gosling,  built  up  an  extensive  bhsiness.  They 
were  both  men  of  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas. 
Mr.  Eastwood  was  a verv  public-spirited  man,  and 
was  always  deeply  interested  in  public  matters, 
and  he  encouraged  everv  movement  that  had  for 
its  end  and  aim  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 


people.  Wdien  the  city  of  Central  Falls  was  a part 
of  the  town  of  Lincoln  he  served  as  a member  of 
the  town  council,  and  when  it  received  its  charter 
as  a city  he  was  quite  active  in  its  advancement 
and  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  He  served 
as  councilman  of  the  new  city,  also  as  alderman  for 
several  terms,  part  of  the  time  as  president  of  the 
board.  On  his  retirement  as  president  he  was 
presented  a silver-mounted,  rosewood  gavel  by  that 
body,  as  a memento.  In  1898  he  was  elected  mayor 
of  Central  Falls,  and  was  re-elected  the  following 
year,  holding  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
As  chief  executive  he  administered  the  affairs  of 
the  city  in  an  honest,  straightforward  manner,  giv- 
ing universal  satisfaction.  He  always  took  a deep 
interest  in  education,  and  was  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  public  school  system,  and  he  believed  in  the 
teaching  of  pure  patriotic  principles,  ana  in 
early  developing  in  young  America  conscientious 
regard  for  the  highest  ideals  of  citizenship.  He  was 
ever  a strong  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  State  Legislature 
from  Central  Falls  when  that  place  was  a part  of 
Lincoln.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopal- 
ian, and  he  was  affiliated  with 'Trinity  parish,  in 
which  he  had  served  as  vestryman. 

In  Masonry  Mr.  Eastwood  had  attained  to  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  belonged  to  Jenks 
Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  of  Pawtucket;  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  Pawtucket ; Holy  Sepulchre  Command- 
ery;  Aleppo  Temple;  and  Boston  Consistory.  He 
was  also  a member  of  Lodge  No.  i,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
Pawtucket ; Lincoln  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias  ; 
the  Knights  of  Honor ; Moshassuck  Assembly  of 
Good  Eellows,  No.  4;  American  Legion  of  Honor; 
Providence  Lodge  of  Elks ; Washington  Lodge, 
No.  4,  Knights  of  Pythias  ; and  Superior  Lodge,  No. 
35,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Eastw'ood  was  a man  of  many 
friends,  and  was  devoted  to  his  home  and  family. 
In  1890  he  and  his  wife  visited  their  native  land. 

Mr.  Eastwood  was  twice  married.  He  married 
first,  in  England,  Jane  Elliott,  of  Stockport,  and 
one  daughter  was  born  of  this  union,  Sarah  Jane, 
who  married  John  Hamilton,  and  resided  in 
Whitinsville,  Mass.,  where  she  died.  Mrs.  East- 
wood  died  at  Central  Falls.  Mr.  Eastwood  mar- 
ried (second)  Nov.  15,  1871,  in  Trinity  Church, 
Pawtucket,  i\Irs.  Sarah  Rowse,  widow  of  William 
Rowse,  who  was  born  in  Hyde,  Cheshire,  England, 
sister  of  the  late  George  and  John  Gosling,  of  Cen- 
tral Falls,  and  step-daughter  of  the  late  Robert 
Plews,  of  Central  Falls.  Since  her  husband’s 
death  Mrs.  Eastwood  has  retained  his  interest  in 
the  business,  and  has  proved  herself  a thorough 
business  woman.  One  child  was  born  of  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Eastwood,  Thomas  Gosling,  who 
died  in  infancy.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  East- 
wood  had  a daughter  Maud,  who  was  adopted  by 
Eastwood  Eastwood,  and  married  William  H. 
Boardman,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Howard) 
Boardman  ; they  had  two  children,  Ethel  Eastwood, 
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who  died  aged  two  years,  and  Eastwood  Howard, 
born  Oct.  5,  1889,  who  attends  the  Moses  Erowai 
School,  Providence.  Mr.  Boardman  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  R.  Plews  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  is  now  its  president,  his  fitness  for 
that  capacity  being  proved  by  the  success  the  busi- 
ness has  enjoyed,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boardman  reside 
with  Mrs.  Eastwood  in  Central  Falls. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Eastwood,  brother  of  the  late 
Mayor  Eastwood,  was  born  at  Clitheroe,  Lanca- 
shire, England,  July  4,  1825,  and  was  educated  in 
his  native  parish.  He  studied  for  the  priesthood 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  Berkeley  Divinity 
School.  He  was  ordained  at  the  latter  institution, 
and  came  to  America,  where  he  ministered  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  people  in  the  Episcopal  faith, 
in  the  Naugatuck  VMlley,  Plymouth  and  Torring- 
ton.  Conn.  On  coming  to  Rhode  Island  he  located 
in  Pawtucket,  where  he  became  a minister  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  at  Broad  and 
Woodbine  streets,  for  a period  of  twenty-three 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  best-known  clergymen 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Rhode  Island,  and  in 
1896  he  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his 
ordination.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education  and  was  quite  an  active  member  of  the 
school  board  of  Pawtucket. 

CHARLES  H.  KENYON,  treasurer  of  the 
National  Machinery  Company  at  Providence, 
comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  numerous 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  being  a representative 
of  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Kenyon,  of 
Kings  Town,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  family  now  found  in  the  State.  The 
line  of  descent  is  as  follows : 

(I)  John  Kenyon  of  Kings  Town. 

(II)  John  Kenyon  (2). 

(III)  Jonathan  Kenyon. 

(IV)  Samuel  Kenyon. 

(V)  Elijah  Kenyon. 

(VI)  Lewis  Kenyon. 

(VH)  Charles  Henry  Kenyon. 

(VHI)  Charles  H.  Kenyon. 

[Ancestral  history  will  be  found  in  detail  else- 
where in  this  work.] 

Charles  Henry  Kenyon,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Aug.  24,  1824,  in  Richmond,  R.  I., 
the  seventh  child  and  third  son  of  Lewis  and  Ann 
(Sherman)  Kenyon.  He  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  at- 
tended the  Academy  at  North  Scituate,  R.  I.,  then 
known  as  the  Smithville  Seminary,  and  presided 
over  at  that  time  by  the  Rev.  Hosea  Quimby.  As  a 
young  man  he  taught  school  successfully  in  his  na- 
tive town.  His  training  along  the  line  of  manu- 
facturing was  begun  at  an  early  age,  in  his  father's 
woolen  mill  at  what  was  then  Holburton’s  Hill, 
now  Kenyon,  Rhode  Island.  The  death  of  his  fa- 
ther when  he  was  less  than  fifteen  years  old  natur- 
ally led  him  to  the  closer  association  with  older 
brothers  who  were  in  the  manufacturing  business. 


When  a young  man  he  went  to  Connecticut,  locat- 
ing at  Laurel  Glen,  in  the  town  of  North  Stoning- 
ton,  and  became  a partner  with  his  brother  Elijah 
in  the  manufacture  of  woolens  at  that  place.  Mr. 
Kenyon  subsequently  purchased  his  brother’s  in- 
terest and  became  sole  owner.  He  was  successful, 
and  later  bought  a larger  mill  at  South  Coventry, 
Conn.,  which  he  devoted  to  woolen  manufacturing 
as  long  as  he  lived.  While  he  always  devoted  a 
large  part  of  his  time  to  the  woolen  business,  he 
had  extensive  interests  in  cotton  manufacturing  as 
well,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  cotton  mills  at  Bozrahville,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Kenyon  was  a successful  business  man, 
whose  knowledge  of  his  line  of  manufacturing  was 
thorough  and  very  practical.  He  was  equally  fa- 
miliar and  competent  whether  engaged  with  the 
business  of  the  office  or  as  the  mechanical  head  of 
a department.  He  was  of  a kindly  disposition,  chari- 
table in  his  views  and  consistently  infused  into  the 
walks  of  his  every  day  life  the  simple,  unaffected 
manners  of  the  old  time  Quakers  in  whose  faith 
he  had  been  reared.  His  ideas  were  progressive, 
and  he  was  every  ready  to  adopt  new  methods  in 
his  business.  He  was  just  and  considerate  in  his 
rule,  and  h-s  employes  looked  to  him  as  a friend 
they  honored  and  respected,  and  who  would,  in 
need,  stand  faithfully  by  them.  Mr.  Kenyon  died 
Sept.  20,  1891,  at  his  residence  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burying  ground 
at  Kenyon,  Rhode  Island. 

In  1861  Mr.  Kenyon  was  married  in  Stoning- 
ton.  Conn.,  to  Emeline  Newell  Bentley,  daughter 
of  Russell  and  Susan  (Stanton)  Bentley,  a de- 
scendant of  William  Bentley,  who  came  to  New 
England  in  1671  in  the  ship  “Arabella.”  The  Stan- 
ton family,  with  which  Mrs.  Charles  Henry  Ken- 
yon is  related  in  the  maternal  line,  is  traced  to 
Capt.  Thomas  Stanton,  the  first  ancestor  in  Amer- 
ica, who  embarked  at  London,  England,  Jan.  2, 
1635,  in  the  merchant  ship  “Bonaventura”  hound 
first  for  Virginia,  and  thence  to  Boston. 

The  children  born  to  Charles  H.  and  Emeline 
N.  Kenyon,  are  as  follows ; Carrie  Stanton,  now 
Mrs.  William  S.  Slocum,  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  who 
has  two  children,  Rodney  Kenyon  and  Stanton 
Farrier ; Charles  H. ; and  a son  that  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kenyon’s  identification  was  with 
the  Whig  and  later  the  Republican  party.  His  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  while  keen,  was  that  of  a 
business  man,  and  not  a politician.  It  would  only 
be  natural  for  a shrewd,  careful  business  man  of  his 
type,  to  have  plenty  of  opportunities  for  political 
honors  had  he  been  so  inclined.  When  but  a com- 
paratively young  young  man,  or  in  1855,  he  rep- 
resented the  town  of  North  Stonington  in  the  Con- 
necticut House  of  Representatives.  In  later  years 
he  steadfastly  declined  to  accept  political  honors. 
In  the  city  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  resided 
for  about  thirty  years,  he  took  an  active  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs^  to  the  exclusion  of  political  responsihili- 
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ties.  He  repeatedly  declined  candidacies  of  a po- 
litical character,  including  those  for  the  highest 
offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
was  for  twenty-five  years  a director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Norwich,  and  for  a number  of 
years  a trustee  of  the  Norwich  Savings  Society. 
He  was  one  of  the  trustees,  for  a number  of  years, 
of  the  Norwich  Free  Academy.  In  business  and 
financial  circles  he  was  regarded  as  safe  and  con- 
servative, and  his  judgment  excellent. 

Charles  Henry  Kenyon,  son  of  Charles  Henry 
and  Emeline  Newell  (Bentley)  Kenyon,  was  born 
at  Norwich,  Conn.,  July  19,  1873.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  graduated  from  the 
Norwich  Free  Academy  with  the  class  of  1893.  and 
subsequently  pursued  a two  years’  course  in  the 
scientific  department  of  Harvard  University  as 
member  of  the  class  of  1897.  After  the  death  of 
his  father  he  was  made  trustee  of  the  estate,  and 
liquidated  the  affairs  of  the  two  mills  at  South 
Coventry  and  the  mill  at  Bozrahville,  being  presi- 
dent and  secretary  of  the  Bozrahville  Company  un- 
til that  mill  was  sold.  Through  his  experience  in 
selling  the  machinery  of  these  mills  he  naturally 
drifted  into  selling  mill  machinery  as  a business. 
From  1898  to  1900  be  was  treasurer  of  the  A.  B. 
Pitkin  Alachinery  Company  of  Providence.  In 
1900  he  bought  the  Livingstone  Worsted  iMills  at 
East  Greenwich  and  sold  the  machinery.  In  April. 
1902,  he  organized  and  incorporated  the  National 
Machinery  Company  in  Providence,  and  became  its 
treasurer. 

Mr.  Kenyon  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Ar- 
canum Club  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  the  Chelsea 
Boat  Club  of  Norwich.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Automobile  Club,  of  Providence.  He 
married  Clara  Crouch  Hankey,  of  Arlington,  N. 
J.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children : Clar- 
ice, June  21,  1900;  and  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  July  26, 
1906.  They  reside  at  No.  181  Elmwood  avenue, 
Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

-ABRAHAM  MANCHESTER,  general  mer- 
chant of  Adamsville,  in  the  town  of  Little  Comp- 
ton. R.  I.,  is  one  of  the  best-known  business  men 
not  only  of  that  town  and  the  adjoining  communi- 
ties of  Fall  River  and  Westport.  IMass.,  but  of 
Newport  county  as  well.  He  was  born  in  Adams- 
ville July  6,  1851,  son  of  the  late  Philij)  Man- 
chester. 

The  Manchester  are  of  English  origin  and  one 
of  the  earliest  settled  families  of  Rhode  Island, 
where  they  have  been  located  for  two  and  one- 
half  centuries.  Erom  Thomas  ]\Ianchester  and  his 
wife  Margaret  (Wood),  who  are  of  record  at 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  1655,  have  descended 
the  INIanchesters  of  the  ancient  town  of  Tiverton, 
which  in  its  early  days  was  a part  of  Massachu- 
setts and  sent  its  representatives  to  the  “Great  and 
General  Court”  at  Cambridge.  An  examination  of 
the  records  shows  that  since  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  the  town  became  a part 


of  Rhode  Island,  there  has  hardly  been  a period  of 
any  length  when  the  name  of  i^Ianchester  has  not 
figured  officially  in  th.e  town,  men  of  the  name  fre- 
quently representing  it  in  the  House  of  Deputies, 
as  the  lower  branch  of  the  Colonial  legislature 
was  once  called,  and  later  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State. 

'Mn  January,  1655,  Thomas  ^lanchester  and  his 
wife,  Margaret,  sold  land  in  Tiverton.  Two  years 
later  he  had  a grant  of  eight  acres  and  in  the  year 
following  he  sold  an  interest  in  Conanicut  and 
Dutch  Islands.  The  children  born  to  him  and 
his  wife  were ; Thomas,  of  Portsmouth ; William, 
of  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton ; John,  of  Ports- 
mouth; Stephen,  of  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton;  Job, 
of  Dartmouth ; and  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  It  was 
this  William  Manchester  of  Tiverton  through 
whom,  perhaps,  descended  the  greater  number  of 
the  Manchesters  who  have  lived  in  the  town. 

William  Manchester  was  born  in  1654,  and 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Bor- 
den) Cook.  Mr.  Manchester  was  made  a freeman 
in  1675.  He  was  an  inhabitant  of  Tiverton  at  the 
organization  of  the  town  in  1692.  He  died  in  1718, 
and  his  will  was  proved  Nov.  3d  of  that  year.  His 
children  were;  John,  William,  Mary,  Sarah,  Deb- 
orah, Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Amey,  Susanna,  Re- 
becca and  Thomas. 

- Peleg  Manchester  made  his  home  in  the  town 
of  Tiverton,  and  according  to  the  town  records  he 
and  his  wife  Margaret  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  born  as  follows:  Philip,  May  12,  1755; 
Rhoda,  Feb.  27,  1757;  Benjamin,  March  17,  1759; 
John,  March  28,  1761;  Gardner,  Dec.  5,  1763; 
Perry,  Nov.  2,  1765;  Eseck,  April  23,  1768;  Ed- 
ward, June  23,  1770;  Cynthia,  Nov.  17,  1772; 

Bailey,  Eeb.  20,  1775;  Peleg,  April  23,  1778. 

—-Philip  Manchester,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  iNIay  12,  1755,  and 
made  his  home  in  Westport,  ]\Iass.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1777,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Coggeshall, 
born  Jan.  30,  1759,  and  their  children  were:  Peleg, 
born  in  1778,  who  died  June  27,  1778;  James,  born 
Aug.  II,  1779;  Elery,  born  June  25,  1781;  Benja- 
min, born  Feb.  19,  1784;  Rhoda,  born  May  24, 
1786,  who  died  Nov.  21,  1842;  Peleg,  born  July  24, 
1788,  who  died  in  August,  1866;  William,  born 
Nov.  21,  1790,  who  died  May  22,  1858;  Abraham, 
born  Nov.  20,  1792,  who  died  July  17,  1793;  Abra- 
ham (2),  born  July  24,  1794;  and  Philip,  born 
Nov.  27,  1796,  The  father  of  the  above  children 
made  his  home  in  Westport,  INIass.,  now  in  Bris- 
tol county,  where  he  owned  a farm  a part  of  which 
is  now  owned  by  his  granddaughter.  He  died  on 
this  farm  Oct.  12,  1835,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lit- 
tle Compton  cemetery. 

'^Abraham  Manchester,  the  second  youngest  son 
of  Philip,  was  born  July  24,  1794,  in  W’estport, 
i\Iass.,  and  there  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  un- 
til fifteen  years  old,  when  he  commenced  working 
out  among  the  farmers.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  he  started  farming  on  his  own  account,  rent- 
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ing  a tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated  for  some 
time,  after  which  he  purchased  the  home  farm  of 
130  acres,  where  he  settled  down.  There  he  made 
many  improvements  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life, 
dying  March  4,  1872,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year. 
Mr.  Manchester  was  married  April  17,  1817,  to 
Lydia  Shaw,  who  was  born  in  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  July  25,  1790,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ly- 
dia (Briggs)  Shaw,  and  died  April  13,  1866,  in 
in  her  seventy-sixth  year ; she  was  buried  in  the 
Little  Compton  cemetery  at  the  Commons.  The 
children  of  Abraham  and  Lydia  (Shaw)  Manches- 
ter were:  Lydia  Briggs,  born  in  1818,  died  in 
1822;  Abraham  E.  was  born  July  24,  1821  ; Philip, 
born  Aug.  27,  1823,  is  mentioned  below;  Lydia 
Briggs  (2),  born  Dec.  18,  1825,  married  Alexan- 
der Seabury,  of  Westport,  and  died  June  22,  1896; 
Lysander  Washburn,  born  March  3,  1829,  died 
June  12,  1895;  Rhoda  Maria,  born  Aug.  13,  1832, 
married  Thanksgiving  Day,  Nov.  26,  1856,  For- 
bes William  Manchester.  Forbes  William  Man- 
chester was  born  in  Little  Compton,  son  of  Charles 
and  Fannie  (Palmer)  Manchester.  He  and  his 
wife  reside  on  the  old  homestead  in  Westport,  and 
they  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  1906.  Their  children  are  Fannie  C., 
born  May  12,  1865,  married  Nov.  17,  1897,  James 
B.  Springer,  of  New  Bedford,  and  they  reside  on 
the  old  homestead;  Lysander  Washburn,  born  June 
2,  1870,  married  June  12,  1895,  Josephine  Sim- 
mons, born  June  22,  1873,  daughter  of  Frank  W. 
Simmons,  and  they  have  one  child,  Philip,  born 
Dec.  20,  1900. 

Philip  Manchester,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  in  Westport,  Mass.,  Aug. 
27,  1823,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood  days.  He 
attended  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  came  to  Adamsville  to  work  as  clerk 
in  the  store  of  Ebenezer  Perry  Church,  a position 
he  held  nine  years,  during  which  time  he  learned 
all  the  details  of  the  business.  In  1849  he  became 
a partner  of  Mr.  Church,  under  the  firm  name  of 
E.  P.  Church  & Co.,  and  this  partnership  con- 
tinued until  1872,  when  Mr.  Church  withdrew  and 
]\Ir.  Manchester  took  into  partnership  his  son 
Abraham,  under  the  firm  name  of  P.  Manchester 
& Son.  Mr.  Manchester  died  suddenly  June  29. 
1878,  in  his  fifty-fifth  year,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Pleasant  View  cemetery,  near  the  Stone  Church, 
Adamsville.  He  was  a man  of  magnificent 
physique,  weighing  225  pounds,  and  was  known 
throughout  the  community  as  a man  of  honorable 
dealings.  In  1850  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Adamsville,  which  office  he  filled  continuouslv  ex- 
cept for  -two  years,  i860  to  1862,  until  his  death. 
In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican.  He  was  a trustee  for  many  years  of 
the  Baptist  (Stone)  Church  at  Adamsville. 

On  Oct.  21,  1846,  Mr.  Manchester  was  married 
in  Adamsville  to  Sarah  C.  Taber,  born  Oct.  22, 
1828,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Deborah  (San- 


ford) Taber.  She  was  a Baptist  (holding  mem- 
bership in  the  church  at  Adamsville),  in  which 
faith  she  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
March  23,  1904;  she  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her 
husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manchester  had  children 
as  follows:  (i)  Lydia  Maria,  born  March  20,  1848, 
married  Stafford  Andrew  Wheeler,  of  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y.,  born  May  i,  1849,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; they  left  two  children,  Philip  Manchester 
Wheeler,  born  Nov.  3,  1876,  and  Agema  Vilette 
Wheeler,  born  Feb.  27,  1878,  who  married  Dr.  R. 
H.  Dennett,  of  Adamsville,  R.  I.  (2)  Abraham 
was  born  July  6,  1851.  (3)  Deborah  was  born 

March  16,  1857.  (4)  Sarah  Elizabeth  was  born 

Oct.  14,  1862. 

Abraham  Manchester  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Adamsville  and  the  Friends’  School  in 
Providence,  and  in  1869  became  a clerk  in  the 
store  of  E.  P.  Church  & Co.,  becoming  a partner 
of  his  father  in  1872,  under  the  firm  name  of  P. 
Manchester  & Son.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1878,  when  the  senior  member  died,  and  for 
the  past  thirty  years  Abraham  Manchester  has 
carried  on  the  business  alone,  having  as  assistant 
his  sister.  Miss  Deborah  Manchester.  Besides,  Mr. 
Manchester  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  where  he  owns  much 
real  estate,  as  well  as  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He 
is  trustee  of  several  large  estates,  including  that  of 
the  late  Thaddeus  H.  Church,  of  Adamsville,  and 
has  been  postmaster  at  Adamsville  since  the  death 
of  his  father.  He  is  a stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  His  fra- 
ternal connections  are  with  the  iMasonic  organiza- 
tion, he  being  a thirty-second  degree  iMason,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  Rhode  Island  Sovereign 
Consistory  at  Providence.  Mr.  Manchester  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Quequechan 
Club  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  also  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Miantonomi  Club  of  Newport,  R.  I. 
Probably  no  man  is  better  known  in  Little  Comp- 
ton than  Mr.  Manchester,  who  bears  the  reputation 
of  being  a business  man  or  honor  and  integrity, 
and  as  a citizen  commands  and  enjoys  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 

Miss  Deborah  Manchester,  Mr.  Manchester’s 
sister  and  business  partner,  who  has  been  assist- 
ant postmaster  since  the  death  of  her  father,  is  one 
of  the  most  competent  business  women  of  New- 
port county.  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth  Manchester, 
Mr.  Manchester’s  other  sister,  is  the  housekeeper 
at  the  home,  and  like  her  brother  and  sister  is  well 
known  in  Adamsville,  where  they  all  are  very 
popular. 

GEORGE  ALBERT  LUTHER,  son  of  the  late 
Edward  and  Hannah  (Sprague)  Luther,  was  born 
April  14,  1847,  in  Dover,  N.  H.  When  he  was 
about  a year  old  his  parents  removed  to  Providence, 
R.  L,  and  in  the  latter  city  he  received  his  early 
educational  advantages  in  the  public  schools,  sup- 
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plementing  same  with  a course  at  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College. 

Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
]\Ir.  Luther  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother, 
\\  illiam  H.,  under  the  firm  name  of  George  A. 
Luther  & Co.,  cutters  of  precious  stones  and  cut 
glass,  this  business  continuing  for  about  one  and  a 
half  years  in  Providence.  Mr.  Luther  then  became 
ticket  and  general  freight  agent  for  the  railroad  at 
Pawtucket.  R.  I.,  remaining  in  that  capacity  for 
three  or  four  years,  when  he  associated  himself 
with  the  firm  of  Cushman,  Wilcox  & Co.,  coal 
dealers  of  Pawtucket,  this  connection  lasting  until 
1874,  when  the  firm  failed.  Mr.  Luther  then  be- 
came general  agent  of  the  railroad  at  Waterford 
Junction,  R.  I.  (Blackstone) , and  faithfully  dis- 
charged the  duties  attendant  upon  that  office  for 
about  two  and  a half  years.  After  leaving  the  rail- 
road service,  Mr.  Luther  became  a traveling  sales- 
man for  the  firm  of  Young  & Lyon,  wholesale  gro- 
cers of  Providence,  and  in  this  position  he  con- 
tinued until  the  failure  of  the  firm.  On  Oct.  i, 
1882,  the  first  carrier  service  was  opened  in  Paw- 
tucket, and  i\Ir.  Luther  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  service,  which  position  he  held  until 
President  Cleveland’s  administration,  retiring  in 
1888.  In  1899,  Luther  was  appointed  by  the 
city  government  field  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Asses- 
sors, a position  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
i\Ir.  Luther  is  a stalwart  Republican,  but,  other 
than  his  present  office,  he  has  never  accepted  pub- 
lic prefennent.  He  was  a member  of  the  State 
militia  for  twelve  years,  and  for  three  years  served 
as  second  sergeant  of  the  Burnside  Zouaves,  this 
body  becoming  later  the  United  Train  of  Artillery 
of  Providence.  Mr.  Luther  was  also  a charter 
member  of  the  Tower  Light  Infantry  of  Pawtucket, 
serving  with  that  organization  for  three  years.  He 
is  a member  of  Pawtucket  Council,  No.  1876,  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Malta. 

On  Dec.  7,  1870,  Mr.  Luther  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Clara  Waterman  Dexter,  daughter  of 
Waterman  W.  and  JMary  Jane  (Baker)  Dexter,  of 
Fall  River,  Mass.  Mrs.  Luther  is  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Elder  Brewster  and  others  of  New  Eng- 
land’s early  settlers.  She  was  born  May  13,  1849, 
in  Pawtucket.  One  son  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Luther,  Dexter  Snow,  born  Oct.  13.  1873,  in 
Pawtucket.  He  was  paying  teller  for  the  Slater 
Trust  Company  for  thirteen  years,  and  is  now 
cashier  and  teller  of  the  Central  Falls  branch  of  the 
Manufacturers’  Trust  Company,  of  Providence, 
this  being  the  first  banking  institution  ever  estab- 
lished in  Central  Falls.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Masonic  Order,  being  a Knight  Templar  and  a 
Shriner ; he  is  also  a member  of  the  Pawtucket 
Council,  No.  1876,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  the  To 
Kalon  Club  of  Pawtucket.  On  Nov.  30,  1898,  he 
married  i\Iiss  Susan  Clapman  Downs,  daughter  of 
George  Downs,  of  Central  Falls,  and  to  this  union 


there  have  been  born  children  as  follows  : Barbara, 
Feb.  12,  1900;  Marjorie,  April  28,  1901  ; Elizabeth, 
May  3,  1903;  and  Dexter  S.,  Jr.,  May  25,  1906. 

. JAMES  CAMPBELL  McLEISH,  the  well- 
known  gardener  and  grower  of  small  hothouse 
fruits  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  of  which  city  he  has 
served  as  street  commissioner,  is  of  Scotch  ances- 
try, his  grandfather,  Donald  i\IcLeish,  having  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Scotland,  engaged  in  farming. 

James  McLeish,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  remained  a resident  of  that  coun- 
try throughout  his  life.  He  was  a gardener  by  oc- 
cupation, and  at  various  times  held  the  position  of 
head  gardener  on  some  of  the  largest  estates  of 
Europe.  He  married  Grace  Campbell,  daughter  of 
Peter  Campbell,  and  they  both  died  in  their  native 
country,  Mr.  McLeish  several  years  before  his  wife, 
although  each  was  seventy-six  years  old  at  the  time 
of  death.  To  them  were  born  two  children : Wal- 
ter, a muslin  finisher  by  trade,  who  resides  in  Scot- 
land; and  James  C. 

James  Campbell  McLeish  was  born  Jan.  27, 
1844,  in  Roseneath,  Scotland,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  country  until  seventeen 
years  of  age.  Upon  leaving  school  he  became  ap- 
prenticed to  the  gardener’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  country  until  1867,  in  which  year  he 
sailed  from  Glasgow  on  the  vessel  “City  of  New 
York,”  for  America.  After  a pleasant  voyage  of 
eleven  days  Mr.  McLeish  arrived  in  New  York 
City,  and  at  once  became  head  gardener  on  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  Gen.  Joseph  Howland,  on  the  Hud- 
son river,  known  as  “Mattewein,”  near  Hamburg, 
having  been  engaged  for  this  position  while  yet  liv- 
ing in  Scotland.  After  remaining  in  this  position 
for  about  one  year  Mr.  McLeish  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  head  gardener  on  the  estate  of  Jacob  Loril- 
lard,  at  Westchester,  N.  Y.,  remaining  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  one  year.  From  this  position  he  went  to 
Staten  Island,  and  there  acted  in  the  same  capacity 
on  the  estate  of  Rufus  Brutus  Alexander,  where  he 
continued  for  several  months.  On  Feb.  2,  1870, 
iMr.  McLeish  came  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  becoming 
head  gardener  for  the  late  Paran  Stevens,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  and  one-half  years.  In  Au- 
gust, 1872,  he  purchased,  of  Burdick  & Stacy,  his 
present  property  at  the  corner  of  Wellington  and 
Roseneath  avenues,  and  here  he  has  since  continued 
successfully  in  business,  on  his  own  account.  For 
a number  of  years  Mr.  iMcLeisb  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  floral  and  small  fruit  growing  busi- 
ness, but  of  late  years  his  business  has  drifted  grad- 
ually into  the  growing  of  small  fruits  exclusively. 
He  has  several  thousand  feet  under  glass,  and  in 
these  houses  cultivates  a variety  of  fine  fruits  for 
the  early  spring  market,  particularly  several  kinds 
of  fine  luscious  grapes,  of  which  he  ships  about  four 
thousand  pounds  annually  to  the  New  York  and 
Boston  markets. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  iMcLeish  affiliates  with 
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the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  as  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Republican  city  committee  for 
over  twenty  years  consecutively.  He  was  appointed 
street  commissioner  by  the  Newport  city  council, 
and  served  efficiently  in  that  capacity  for  two  years. 
He  is  a member  of  St.  Andrew’s  Society,  of  New- 
port, and  has  served  as  president  of  that  Society  for 
several  years.  He  has  also  been  a member  of 
Union  Lodge,  No.  668,  Knights  of  Honor,  of  New- 
port, for  many  years.  Mr.  McLeish  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  United  Congregational 
Church,  and  he  has  served  at  various  times  as  a 
member  of  the  church  committee. 

On  Nov.  12,  1866,  Mr.  McLeish  was  married 
to  Marian  Cameron,  daughter  of  James  Cameron, 
of  Scotland,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  chil- 
dren as  follows : James  Cameron,  a gardener  on 
the  Newport  estate  of  Mrs.  Burke-Roche,  married 
Emily  Frazier,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  a family 
of  four  sons  and  one  daughter:  Grace,  unmarried, 
is  at  home ; Jane  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Patter- 
son, of  Indian  Head,  Md.,  where  he  is  chief  chem- 
ist at  the  United  States  Government  proving 
grounds),  and  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter; 
Kenneth  C.,  at  home,  is  employed  by  his  father ; 
Marian  is  a teacher  in  the  Coddington  school ; and 
Elizabeth  is  at  home. 

Mr.  McLeish  possesses  those  sturdy  cjualities 
which  are  so  characteristic  of  his  race,  thrift  and 
energ}'.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  through- 
out the  community  in  which  he  has  resided  for  so 
many  years. 

JOSEPH  C.  CRANDALL  (deceased),  a man 
of  prominence  in  the  business  and  social  life  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  was  a 
son  of  Deacon  Clark  Crandall,  and  was  born  in 
Perryville  Sept.  2,  1832.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
in  South  Kingstown.  In  1853  he  went  to  Provi- 
dence and  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  market  busi- 
ness, but  afterward  returned  to  South  Kingstown, 
carrying  on  his  father’s  farm  at  Perryville. 

In  1863  Mr.  Crandall  and  his  wife  removed  to 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  where  for  thirty-three  years  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1880  Mr.  Crandall 
purchased  the  Trumbull  farm,  on  Town  street, 
Lebanon,  formerly  the  property  of  Gov.  Jonathan 
Trumbull.  There  he  resided  until  1896,  when,  feel- 
ing the  infirmities  of  age,  and  his  family  having  all 
married  and  many  of  them  located  in  this  section, 
he  sold  out  in  Lebanon  and  came  back  to  South 
Kingstown,  purchasing  the  house  where  he  died, 
and  where,  in  November,  1903,  he  celebrated  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage.  He  had  mar- 
ried in  1853  the  eldest  daughter  of  Benjamin  Car- 
penter, of  South  Kingstown,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Burbank,  pastor  of  the 
Perryville  Church,  assisted  by  Rev.  Isaac  Church. 

During  Mr.  Crandall’s  residence  in  Lebanon 
he  was  honored  with  almost  every  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  town.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the 


board  of  selectmen  and  also  as  town  agent  for 
years,  and  was  also  town  treasurer  of  the  town  de- 
posit and  school  funds.  His  familiarity  with  Pro- 
bate matters  made  him  administrator  of  many  es- 
tates and  guardian  of  many  others.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  from  Leba- 
non and  in  1884  was  elected  and  served  as  State 
Senator.  He  was  appointed  a county  commissioner 
of  New  London  county  by  Gov.  Henry  B.  Harri- 
son, and  after  two  years  in  the  Senate  was  again, 
for  seven  years,  first  selectman  and  town  agent, 
his  whole  public  career  was  marked  by  the 
utmost  faithfulness  and  probity.  He  was  liberal 
and  broad-minded,  and  made  friends  in  whatever 
position  he  might  be  placed.  On  returning  to 
South  Kingstown  he  was  for  two  years  a member 
of  the  town  council.  For  the  last  few  years  of  his 
life  he  did  but  little  active  business  except  in 
assisting  his  brother-in-law.  Wanton  R.  Carpenter, 
in  the  management  of  the  hotel  at  iMatunuck.  ]Mr. 
Crandall  was  a member  and  official  of  the  Lebanon 
Baptist  Church  for  years  and  one  of  its  active  mem- 
bers and  supporters ; he  served  a number  of  years 
as  Sabbath-school  superintendent. 

Mr.  Crandall’s  son  Joseph,  of  Providence,  was 
with  his  father  the  night  before  his  death,  and  his 
father  rose  earlier  than  usual  to  bid  him  good- 
bye before  he  left  on  the  early  train,  Saturday 
morning.  In  the  forenoon,  about  nine  or  ten  a.  m., 
March  26,  1904,  he  had  gone  out  into  the  yard 
and  was  splitting  some  kindling  wood  when  he  was 
stricken  down  with  an  affection  of  the  heart.  He 
was  discovered  in  a very  few  moments  and  car- 
ried into  the  house,  but  he  died  before  a physi- 
cian arrived.  The  news  of  his  death  came  as  a 
shock  to  the  community,  for  although  not  in  the 
best  of  health  all  winter  Mr.  Crandall  had  been 
out  and  about  the  streets  nearly  every  day. 

The  following  resolution  was  voted  by  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  March  27, 
1904: 

“Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father 
to  remove  our  beloved  brother,  Joseph  C.  Cran- 
dall, from  the  cares  and  duties  of  this  life,  and  well 
remembering  the  noble  life  lived  among  us  and  the 
activities  in  the  discharge  of  his  manifold  duties 
imposed  upon  him  as  a public  man,  and  the  interest 
taken  in  the  growth  of  God’s  kingdom  and  the  true 
welfare  of  the  church  of  which  he  was  for  many 
years  a loyal  member,  spending  the  prime  of  his 
strong  manhood  in  promoting  the  interests  of  hu- 
manity in  this  place,  therefore, 

“Resolved,  That  while  bowing  to  the  will  of  Al- 
mighty God  in  the  removal  of  our  brother  Cran- 
dall, we  desire  to  publicly  express  our  hearty  es- 
teem, our  abiding  love,  and  deep  reverence  for 
his  memory.  That  we  sincerely  sympathize  with 
the  bereaved  wife  in  this  her  dark  hour  of  sorrow, 
and  with  the  children  of  our  brother,  and  share 
with  them  all  in  their  deep  sense  of  loss,  mingling 
our  tears  with  theirs,  as  they  mourn  the  departure 


1452 


RHODE  ISLAND 


of  a faithful  husband  and  a loving  father,  and 
hereby  assure  his  beloved  family  of  our  united 
prayers,  that  Divine  comfort  may  be  meted  to  them 
in  their  bereavement.  >. 

"Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  written 
upon  the  Church  records,  and  a copy  be  conveyed 
to  the  bereaved  family. 

“Done  by  vote  of  the  church,  March  27,  1904. 
The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Lebanon,  Connecticut. 

“Nathaniel  C.  Barker,  Clerk, 

“R.  E.  Turner,  Pastor.” 

i\Irs.  Alice  Sweet  Crandall  is  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Hazard)  Carpenter,  of  South 
Kingstown,  R.  L,  where  her  father  was  engaged  in 
farming  all  of  his  life.  He  was  a member  of  the 
town  council.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children;  Alice  Sweet,  Mrs.  Crandall;  Thomas 
A. ; George,  deceased ; Wanton  R. ; George  A. ; 
Benjamin  S. ; Susan  Abby,  who  married  James 
Armstrong,  of  Jewett  City,  Conn.;  Sarah,  who 
married  Rensselaer  Healy ; Edwin  E. ; and  Me- 
dora  C.,  who  married  Anthony  Bliss,  of  North 
Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 

To  Joseph  C.  and  Alice  Sweet  (Carpenter) 
Crandall  were  born : Sarab  E.  married  Charles 
E.  Pardee,  and  has  a son,  Louis  C. ; Benjamin 
Clark  married  Nellie  'SI.  Bailey,  of  Liberty  Hill, 
Conn.,  and  has  two  children,  Harold  Bailey  and 
Bessie;  John  Howard  married  Abby  'M.  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Joseph,  and  had  four  children,  Ches- 
ter, Leroy  Prince.  Joseph  Nichols  and  Dorothy 
Martha;  Alice  Maria  married  (first)  J.  J.  Lamb, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Gilbert  C.  and 
John  J.,  and  after  his  death  married  (second) 

C.  H.  Windmiller ; Joseph  Lincoln  married  Clara 

D.  Hamilton,  and  has  one  son,  Lloyd  Lincoln ; 
George  E.  married  Harriet  Ellis,  and  has  four 
children,  Ellis  Foster,  C.  Franklin,  Alice  E.  and 
George. 

RICHARD  HARRISON,  who  during  his  long 
and  useful  life  was  one  of  Pawtucket’s  best  known 
and  most  enterprising  citizens,  rose,  through  the 
force  of  his  own  make-up,  from  a position  of  ob- 
scurity to  that  of  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
and  honored  citizens  of  his  adopted  city,  becom- 
ing president  of  the  Harrison  Yarn  & Dyeing  Com- 
pany. He  was  a native  of  England,  born  in  Hud- 
dersfield. Yorkshire.  March  27,  1827.  His  father 
was  a dyer  by  occupation  and  conducted  a small 
establishment  at  Huddersfield,  where  he  died  in 
1829.  After  his  death  the  widowed  mother  con- 
ducted the  business  until  her  son  was  old  enough 
to  take  charge  of  it. 

Richard  Harrison  was  but  two  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died,  and  it  was  left  to  his  mother 
to  develop  in  him  those  traits  of  industry  and  in- 
tegrity which  so  characterized  his  after  life.  His 
opportunities  for  an  education  were  indeed  limited, 
but  reading  and  observation  in  later  years  supplied 


the  training  he  was  not  permitted  to  procure  in  the 
school-room.  He  literally  grew  up  in  the  dyeing 
business,  early  mastering  the  details  from  his 
mother.  While  yet  in  his  teens  he  had  built  up  an 
extensive  business,  having  control  of  the  largest 
dyeing  establishment  in  his  native  town,  and  em- 
ploying some  three  hundred  people.  In  1849 
came  to  America,  locating  in  Rhode  Island  and 
accepting  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  dye- 
ing department  of  the  Rockville  Manufacturing 
Company,  at  Rockville,  where  he  dyed  the  first  cot- 
ton warps  ever  dyed  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  fancy  colors.  About  1856  he  went  to  Volun- 
town.  Conn.,  where  he  was  dyer  for  the  Briggs 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  where  he  spent  some 
time.  From  there  he  moved  to  Haydenville,  Mass., 
where  he  also  followed  his  trade.  He  next  came  to 
Pawtucket  to  become  foreman  of  the  dyeing  de- 
partment for  Greene  & Daniels,  and  there  he  stayed 
one  year,  after  which  he  was  employed  by  John  L. 
Ross,  at  Oakland,  R.  I.,  for  a wdiile. 

In  1864,  with  Thomas  Hayley,  Mr.  Harrison 
fonned  a partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Hay- 
ley  & Harrison  and  started  a dyeing  establishment 
in  the  old  Payne  & Taylor  building,  on  East  ave- 
nue. They  dyed  shoe  laces  and  worsted  braids,  and 
were  tbe  first  in  tbo  whole  country  to  carry  on  that 
branch  of  the  work.  The  business  increased  to 
sucb  an  extent  that  they  erected  a building  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Harrison  Yarn  & Dyeing  Com- 
pany on  Front  street.  Here  they  met  with  great 
success,  and  in  1868  Mr.  Harrison  bought  his  part- 
ner's interest,  taking  with  him  as  partners  the  firms 
of  Owen  & Clark,  manufacturers  of  worsted  yarns, 
and  Goodman  & Hoard,  manufacturers  of  knit 
goods.  At  this  time  Mr.  Harrison  undertook  the 
dyeing  of  German  Floss  Worsted,  which  had 
never  before  been  done  in  America,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded in  producing  results  that  equaled  the  for- 
eign product,  blue  white  being  his  specialty.  The 
business  was  now  conducted  under  the  name  of 
R.  Harrison  & Co.,  and  they  manufactured  woolen 
yarns  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  In  1879  Mr. 
Harrison  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  partners, 
and  conducted  the  business  alone  with  marked  suc- 
cess until  1893,  when  the  concern  was  incorporated 
and  capitalized  at  $75,000,  which  in  1900  was  in- 
creased to  $150,000.  Mr.  Harrison  was  president 
of  the  corporation  known  as  the  Harrison  Yarn  & 
Dyeing  Company,  and  also  held  the  office  of  treas- 
urer, his  son,  Charles  E..  being  assistant  treasurer 
and  general  manager.  Mr.  Harrison  held  the  of- 
fices named  until  his  death. 

A large  auxiliary  establishment  was  erected  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Front  street,  and  this  addition 
marked  the  unusual  success  attained  by  Mr.  Har- 
rison. He  was  a man  of  great  enterprise  and  pro- 
gressive ideas.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  retired 
from  active  work  in  1903,  and  lived  quietly  at 
home,  surrounded  by  the  tender  care  of  his  devoted 
family.  He  passed  away  Nov.  5,  1906,  and  was 
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laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Swan  Point.  Mr. 
Harrison  built  a fine  home  on  Cottage  street,  and 
a few  years  ago  he  bought  the  Abraham  Lock- 
wood  farm  at  Lakewood,  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick, and  thereon  he  built  a fine  summer  home.  In 
every  sense  of  the  word  Mr.  Harrison  was  a self- 
made  man,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
counted  one  of  Pawtucket’s  foremost  business 
men. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harrison  was  a Republican,  but 
he  had  no  ambition  to  stand  before  the  footlights 
as  an  office-holder.  Outside  of  his  business  he  was 
devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  and  he  died  as  he 
had  lived,  a God-fearing,  Christian  gentleman,  who 
did  his  whole  duty  as  husband,  father  and  citizen. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Broad  Street  Baptist 
Church  at  Central  Falls  for  over  forty  years.  He 
vvas  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Men’s 
Association. 

On  March  25,  1856,  at  Rockville,  Mr.  Harrison 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  A.  Bur- 
dick, who  was  born  in  Rockville,  R.  I.,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Kenyon)  Burdick,  and 
granddaughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Kenyon,  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  Rhode  Island’s  oldest  families. 
For  over  fifty  years  Mrs.  Harrison  proved  her  hus- 
band’s willing  co-worker,  and  today  is  one  of  the 
lovely  old  ladies  of  Pawtucket,  where  she  lives  be- 
loved in  her  home  and  among  her  many  friends. 
She  has  given  her  untiring  care  to  her  home  and 
to  her  daughter,  who  was  an  invalid  from  child- 
hood. Like  her  husband  she  is  a Baptist,  and  she 
has  given  much  tow'ard  the  benevolent  work  of 
her  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children : Charles  E. ; 
Harvey  B.,  who  died  aged  twenty-four  years  ; Viola 
Burdick,  who  married  Lawrence  W.  Lockwood ; 
Mary  Belle,  who  died  young;  Hattie  Belle,  who 
died  in  1897;  and  Lula  L,  who  died  June  29,  1907. 

Charles  E.  Harrison,  eldest  child  in  the  fam- 
ily of  Richard  Harrison,  was  born  in  Voluntown, 
Conn.,  Jan.  12,  1857,  and  from  the  age  of  five  years 
has  had  his  home  in  Pawtucket.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  in  his  boyhood,  and  early  began 
work  with  his  father  in  the  dye  business,  learning 
all  the  details  of  the  business  from  the  ground  up, 
in  the  end  attaining  the  position  of  superintendent. 
When  the  Harrison  Yarn  & Dyeing  Company  was 
incorporated,  in  1893,  he  became  superintendent 
and  selling  agent,  which  position  he  held  until  1899, 
when  he  became  assistant  treasurer  and  general 
manager,  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  he 
filled  with  credit  and  ability  until  his  father’s  death. 
All  through  his  business  career  he  had  been  his  fa- 
ther’s right  hand  man,  and  the  bond  between  the 
two  men  was  unusually  strong.  In  political  prin- 
ciple Mr.  Harrison  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
takes  a deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and 
State,  and  for  one  year  was  auditor  of  the  city.  In 
Pawtucket  he  married  Miss  Ruth  Roberts,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Nellie  T.,  Inez  and  C.  Richard. 


Mr.  Charles  E.  Harrison  is  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonic circles,  havipg  attained  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree. 

GILBERT  DARLING,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Smith)  Darling,  was  born  Jan.  21,  1818, 
in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  the  third  son  in  a family 
of  seven  boys.  He  attended  the  schools  of  Bell- 
ingham, and  furthered  his  studies  at  the  Wrentham 
Academy.  Before  reaching  his  majority  he  was 
for  a period  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  Boston. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  1839,  he  located 
at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  a village  then  in  the  towns  of 
Cumberland  and  Smithfield,  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  firm  of  Noyes  & Co.,  Mr.  Noyes  having 
accompanied  him  to  the  place  and  bought  a dry- 
goods  store  on  the  present  site  of  Honan’s  Block, 
on  Main  street.  Some  years  passed  and  young 
Darling  in  company  with  Albert  Thayer  purchased 
the  business  of  Noyes  & Co.  As  time  went  on  and 
as  they  grew  in  knowledge  and  experience  and 
also  in  means,  they  enlarged  their  business,  adding 
thereto  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  oc- 
cupying for  this  purpose  a shop  on  High  street. 
Not  long  thereafter  they  disposed  of  the  boot  and 
shoe  business,  and  Mr.  Darling  became  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  dry-goods  business,  having  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  for  many 
years  he  conducted  the  leading  dry-goods  house  in 
Woonsocket.  He  was  one  of  the  first  tenants  in 
the  new  Harris  Institute  block,  occupying  in  1859 
the  storeroom  later  used  by  the  hardware  house 
of  G.  Darling  & Son  (now  C.  H.  Darling),  of 
which  Mr.  Darling  was  long  the  senior  partner. 
He  sold  out  the  dry-goods  business  in  1866  to  the 
late  Benedict  Cook,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Rodney 
D.  Cook.  For  some  time  after  the  sale  of  this 
business  Mr.  Darling  was  retired,  but  in  1870  he 
.was  one  of  the  syndicate  to  purchase  what  was 
known  as  the  “Old  Maid’s  Farm,”  a large  tract  of 
land  in  the  northwest  part  of  Woonsocket,  now 
known  as  Fairmount.  Up  to  1879  this  tract  of  land 
had  scarcely  a house  upon  it.  It  is  now  peopled 
with  hundreds  of  residents  and  a half  dozen  mill 
sites,  taxed  for  nearly  $2,000,000,  making  a thriv- 
ing community.  Mr.  Darling  took  a deep  interest 
in  the  growth  of  this  section  of  Woonsocket,  de- 
voting the  energies  of  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
to  the  building  up  of  Fairmount.  He  gradually 
purchased  the  stock  held  by  the  other  members  of 
the  syndicate  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  con- 
trolled over  three-quarters  of  the  stock  of  the  Fair- 
mount  Land  Company. 

Mr.  Darling  in  1874,  in  connection  with  his  only 
son  of  Charles  H.  Darling,  purchased  the  hardware 
business  of  Lyman  A.  Cook  & Son,  and  thereafter 
through  the  "life  of  the  senior  IMr.  Darling  was 
conducted  a large  and  prosperous  business,  which 
is  still  continued  by  the  son. 

Always  a stanch  Republican  after  the  formation 
of  the  party,  Mr.  Darling  was  active  and  zealous 
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in  party  affairs  only  to  the  extent  of  doing  his 
duty  as  a citizen  in  the  exercise  of  the  franchise 
and  in  upholding  the  party  of  his  choice  by  voice 
and  deed,  but  not  seeking  or  holding  civil  office, 
though  his  fitness  for  public  position  was  recog- 
nized by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  he  often  was  so- 
licited and  tendered  such  trusts.  He  was  one  of  the 
oldest  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  and 
trustee  of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Woonsocket  Gas  Company. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  eulogize  Mr.  Darling,  for 
his  achievements  in  life  are  his  greatest  eulogy. 
One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines  to  judge 
of  the  man  and  of  his  worth  to  the  community.  At 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.,  Jan.  I,  1898,  there  passed  away  one  of 
that  community's  most  venerable  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  He  was  one  of  seven  brothers, 
all  of  whom  achieved  honorable  distinction  and 
position  in  life.  Mr.  Darling  was  a self-made 
man. 

On  Sept.  14.  1847,  Mr.  Darling  was  married 
to  Abby  Aldrich,  of  Woonsocket,  and  the  marriage 
was  blessed  with  four  children,  namely : Mar- 
garet, now  Mrs.  Henry  Martin ; Charles  H. ; Har- 
riet B.  and  Anna  F. 

Charles  H.  Darling,  only  son  of  the  late  Gil- 
bert Darling,  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  July 
10.  1855.  His  education  was  accpured  in  the  schools 
of  Woonsocket  and  at  Dean  Academy,  Franklin, 
Mass.  After  returning  to  Woonsocket  he  went 
to  Boston  and  became  a clerk  in  a dry-goods  store, 
remaining  nine  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
in  1872,  he  returned  to  Woonsocket  and  became  a 
clerk  in  his  father’s  hardware  store,  which  had 
been  purchased  by  his  father  especially  for  him. 
In  1874  he  became  a partner,  the  firm  name  being 
changed'  to  Gilbert  Darling  & Son,  and  in  1877 
he  became  the  manager  of  the  business,  conducting 
it  successfully  up  to  his  father’s  death,  since  which 
time  he  has  carried  it  on  alone.  He  now  has  one 
of  the  largest  hardware  stores  in  the  State  out- 
side of  Providence.  Besides  this  extensive  busi- 
ness he  is  president  and  manager  of  the  Fairmount 
Land  Company,  which  is  a family  organization, 
and  he  has  been  very  successful  in  the  real  estate 
business.  He  is  a director  of  the  Woonsocket 
Institution  for  Savings,  and  a member  of  the  board 
of  investments ; a charter  member  and  director  of 
the  Woonsocket  Building  and  Loan  Association, 
and  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  board  in  1900.  He 
has  also  been  a director  of  the  Woonsocket  Gas 
Company  since  1898.  In  politics  he  is  a Republi- 
can, and  he  was  a representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1889.  In  the  Masonic  order  he  has  at- 
tained the  Knight  Templar  degree,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  IMorning  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Woonsocket,  and  of  the  council  and  chapter.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

In  June,  1876,  at  Woonsocket,  Mr.  Darling 


married  Emma  J.  Hawes,  born  in  Walpole,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Edmund  C.  Hawes,  who  was  the  first 
conductor  of  the  first  train  on  the  Air  Line  railroad ' 
at  Woonsocket. 

BRAMAN.  While  the  public  records,  of  Rhode 
Island  show  that  within  the  first  century  of  the 
history  of  the  Commonwealth  there  were  many 
of  the  name  of  Braman  residing  there,  these  rec- 
ords are  in  the  main  fragmentary  and  any  direct 
line  of  descent  is  hard  to  trace.  In  Newport  there 
have  been  members  of  the  family  resident  since  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  posterity 
of  one  David  Braman,  and  these  have  been  among 
the  city’s  representative  and  substantial  citizens. 

The  earliest  vital  records  in  Rhode  Island  of 
the  Braman  family  are  of  the  children  of  a certain 
James  Braman,  who  were  born  as  follows : Jane, 
Oct.  28,  1695;  James,  Nov.  17,  1697;  Mary,  May 
4,  1700;  Joseph,  March  24,  1703;  Benjamin,  April 
3>  1705;  Jolm,  March  15,  1707;  and  Freelove,  Jan. 
II,  1708. 

James  Braman  (2),  eldest  son  of  James,  mar- 
ried Dec.  3,  1721,  Elizabeth  Carpenter,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  Exeter  town  records  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Solomon,  born  July  2,  1723,  who  mar- 
ried April  9,  1744,  Content  Mumford,  of  South 
Kingstown;  and  Sarah,  born  Sept.  18,  1731. 

Joseph  Braman,  second  son  of  James  (i),  mar- 
ried June  27,  1725,  Abigail  Allen,  who  was  born 
Nov.  29,  1700.  Their  children  of  South  Kings- 
town record  were  born  as  follows : Sarah,  Feb. 
19,  1726;  Abigail,  Dec.  23,  1727;  Joseph,  Feb.  23, 
1729;  Ann,  Aug.  12,  1731;  Thomas,  April  23, 
1734;  John,  May  2,  1737;  and  Paul,  July  21, 
1743- 

Benjamin  Braman,  third  son  of  James  (i), 
married  April  28,  1729,  IMartha  Hall,  their  union 
being  recorded  in  Charlestown.  Their  children 
were:  I'reelove,  born  Dec.  9,  1729;  and  Dorcas, 
born  in  Westerly,  Feb.  24,  1731-32. 

Still  earlier  there  was  a family  of  the  name  in 
the  neighboring  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  though 
perhaps  only  temporarily  there.  On  Sept.  29,  i68t, 
there  was  married  in  that  town  a Joseph  Braman  to 
Sarah  Savage,  and  the  records  show  that  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  there : Experience,  Nov. 
10,  1682;  and  John,  June  22,  1685.  Still  another 
branch  existed,  in  Norton,  Mass.,  at  about  this  same 
time,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Thomas  Bra- 
man of  Norton  belonged  to  the  branch  whose  head 
was  a Thomas  Braman,  of  record  in  Taunton  in 

1653- 

David  Braman,  the  first  of  the  name  of  whom 
any  record  is  found  in  Newport,  was  born  there  in 
1745.  His  wife,  Eunice,  survived  him.  He  died  in 
1820,  the  notice  of  his  demise  appearing  in  the 
Providence  Gasette  of  Dec.  14th.  Mrs.  Eunice 
Braman  died  in  1824,  aged  seventy-seven,  and  her 
obituary  was  published  in  the  Gazette  of  Septem- 
ber 22(1. 
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David  Braman  (2),  son  of  David  and  Eunice 
Braman,  was  born  June  18,  1779,  and  died  Aug. 
16,  1858.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  farm  work, 
but  he  later  learned  shoemaking  and  followed  that 
trade  for  many  years,  while  in  connection  with 
it  he  conducted  a shoe  store,  his  location  being  on 
the  corner  of  Thames  and  Sanford  streets.  He 
was  a man  well  known  and  of  considerable  influ- 
ence in  the  city,  served  as  street  commissioner  for 
some  years  and  was  overseer  of  the  poor  for  a 
long  period.  David  Braman  was  married  to  Abi- 
gail Easton,  who  was  a direct  descendant  of 
Nicholas  Easton,  one  of  Newport’s  first  settlers. 
She  died  May  26,  1857,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
one  month,  ten  days.  They  became  the  parents  of : 
David,  Jr.,  a grocer  in  Providence,  where  he  died ; 
John  C.,  mentioned  below ; Solomon,  a blacksmith 
in  Newport,  where  he  died;  James  E.,  deceased, 
long  a master  of  coasting  vessels ; William  P.,  a 
block-maker  by  trade  but  later  a farmer,  who  was 
killed  at  Rocky  Point,  R.  I.,  by  the  kick  of  a horse; 
Abigail,  who  died  unmarried ; Lydia,  now  de- 
ceased, who  married  William  Peabody,  of  New- 
port; and  Emily,  now  deceased,  who  married  Jere- 
miah Goodspeecl,  of  Newport. 

John  C.  Braman,  second  son  of  David  (2),  was 
born  in  Newport  in  1812,  and  died  there  April  17, 
1884.  His  calling  was  that  of  a farmer  and  market 
gardener,  and  so  unremitting  were  his  efforts  and 
so  great  his  thrift,  energy  and  enterprise  that  he 
became  quite  wealthy  and  at  his  death  left  large 
landed  interests.  He  possessed  also  marked  social 
qualities  and  had  many  warm  friends,  the  whole 
community  regarding  him  with  high  esteem.  He 
served  as  a director  of  the  National  Exchange 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  also  president,  and  as  a 
trustee  of  the  Island  Savings  Bank,  while  he  also 
acted  for  a long  time  as  a commissioner  of  the 
Newport  Asylum.  Municipal  affairs  likewise  re- 
ceived much  of  his  time  and  attention,  and  he 
filled  official  positions  for  several  years.  His  ad- 
vice was  also  sought  in  church  matters  and  he  was 
a trustee  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a communicant  for  many  years. 

John  C.  Braman  wedded  Miss  Henrietta  Bur- 
dick, whose  parents  were  Adam  and  Ruth  (Peck- 
ham)  Burdick,  of  Newport.  This  union  was 
broken  by  the  sad  death  of  Mrs.  Braman,  which 
occurred  in  May,  1876.  She  was  the 'mother  of 
four  children,  viz. : John  Adams,  who  was  a coal 
dealer  in  New  York,  where  he  died,  leaving  a 
widow,  Mary  (Packer)  Braman;  Abby  Easton, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  W. 
Freeborn,  of  Newport ; David,  and  Daniel  B. 
After  the  death  of  John  C.  Braman  a portion  of 
the  property  left  by  him,  containing  about  five  acres, 
was  opened  up  as  a cemetery.  It  is  controlled  by 
the  Braman  Cemetery  Company,  under  a charter 
obtained  from  the  State  bv  the  two  sons,  David  and 
Daniel  B. 

David  Braman,  second  son  of  John  C.,  was 


born  in  Newport,  May  ii,  1845,  and  his  education 
was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  dropped  his  studies  and 
began  as  his  father’s  assistant  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm.  Agriculture  became  his  regular  call- 
ing and  after  his  father’s  death  he  continued  farm- 
ing and  market  gardening  until  1892,  at  which  time 
the  farm  was  sold.  Since  then  he  has  been 
nominally  retired,  but  his  financial  interests  are 
sufficiently  large  and  varied  to  keep  him  well  oc- 
cupied in  their  supervision.  For  a number  of  years 
he  has  been  a director  and  vice-president  of  the 
National  Exchange  Bank  and  one  of  the  trustees 
and  vice-presidents  of  the  Island  Savings  Bank, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  about  an 
equal  period.  In  political  faith  he  is  a Republican, 
but  with  no  ambition  for  •office,  while  in  the  re- 
ligious field  he  affiliates  with  the  First  M.  E. 
Church,  to  which  he  contributes  liberally. 

Mr.  Braman  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union,  solemnized  March  14,  1871,  was  to  Miss 
Rebecca  J.  Fludder,  of  Newport.  Mrs.  Braman 
died  in  May,  1902,  leaving  one  daughter,  Annie 
Fludder,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  N.  Fell,  one 
of  the  firm  of  the  Franklin  Printing  Company,  of 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fell  have  two  sons, 
David  B.  and  Edward  W.  The  present  Mrs. 
Braman  was  Miss  Jane  R.  Stahr,  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  W.  and  Susan  (Aspy)  Stahr,  of  Phila- 
delphia. Their  marriage  occurred  in  Wilmington, 
Del.,  April  12,  1906.  Mr.  Braman  has  a specially 
cordial  and  courteous  bearing,  which  has  won  him 
a large  circle  of  friends,  while  his  standing  and 
reputation  as  a citizen  and  business  man  are  un- 
impeachable. 

Daniel  Burdick  Braman,  youngest  son  of 
John  C.,  was  born  May  25,  1850.  After  complet- 
ing the  course  of  study  offered  in  the  public 
schools  he  entered  Brown  University,  and  received 
his  degree  of  A.  B.  with  the  class  of  1875.  On 
returning  home  from  college  he  devoted  his  time  to 
the  agricultural  pursuits  which  were  his  father’s 
main  interest,  and  continued  in  that  line  till  the 
sale  of  the  farm,  in  1892.  After  that  time  his  vari- 
ous investments  absorbed  his  attention,  for  he  in- 
herited considerable  property  and  himself  increased 
the  original  amount.  He  was  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Braman  Cemetery  corporation,  a trustee 
of  the  Island  Savings  Bank,  a director  of  the  New- 
port Realty  Company,  and  a member  and  trustee 
of  the  Builders’  Association  of  Newport. 

While  at  Brown  Mr.  Braman  was  initiated 
into  the  Sigma  Phi  Society  ; he  was  a member  of  the 
Brown  Lhiiversity  Alumni  Association,  and  also 
of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  of 
Newport.  In  political  matters  he  was  a firm  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  but  he  was  in 
no  sense  a politician  and  cared  nothing  for  office. 
His  financial  ability  was  recognized  and  utilized 
in  the  church  organization  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  for  several  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of  St. 
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John’s  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  record  as  one 
of  its  trustees  dated  much  farther  back.  Like  all 
his  family  he  was  a communicant  there  and  very 
liberal  in  the  support  of  the  church.  Mr.  Braman 
died  at  his  home  in  Farew'ell  street,  Sunday  morn- 
ing, May  26,  1907,  after  a week’s  illness. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Braman  gave  his  hand 
and  name  was  i\Iiss  Amma  Chase  Plummer,  their 
union  occurring  Aug.  26,  1877.  Mrs.  Braman  was 
born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Eri  and 
Maria  (Rogers)  Plummer,  of  Newport,  formerly 
of  Maine.  Three  daughters  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Braman,  namely:  Flora  May,  who  died 
Dec.  29,  1906,  aged  twenty-six  years ; Abbie 

Easton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; 
and  Bertha  Virginia,  at  home. 

Personally  Mr.  Braman  inherited  a generous 
share  of  the  genial  disposition  which  seems  a dis- 
tinguishing trait  of  his  family  and  which  insures 
such  popularity.  He  was  a constant  reader,  with 
a broad  knowledge  of  current  events,  and  he  pos- 
sessed a library  at  once  extensive  and  scholarly. 
His  refined  and  cultured  tastes  were  manifested 
generally  throughout  his  home,  and  his  devotion 
to  it  and  to  his  family  were  well  known. 

^ PERRY.  The  Perrys  of  the  Narragansett 
country,  it  is  believed,  are  descendants  exclusively 
of  Samuel  and  Benjamin  Perry,  sons  of  Edward 
and  Mary  (Freeman)  Perry,  of  Sandwich,  Mass. 
Edward  Perry  was  a prominent  member  and 
speaker  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  an  earnest 
defender  of  its  doctrines.  As  early  as  1658  and 
from  that  date  until  the  persecution  of  the  Quak- 
ers ceased  he  was  repeatedly  fined  and  otherwise 
punished  for  his  religion  growing  out  of  his  be- 
lief. His  will  was  proved  April  12,  1695,  and  in 
this  document  he  named  nine  children  who  sur- 
vived him. 

Perhaps  a little  before  1700  Samuel  and  Ben- 
jamin Perry,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  came 
into  the  Colony  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Kings 
Towne,  in  the  Narragansett  country.  Of  these 
Samuel  Perry  was  born  in  1664  in  Sandwich, 
Mass.,  and  died  in  July,  1716.  He  married  May  9, 
1690, ''Mary  Tucker,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mar- 
tha Tucker,  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.  She  was  born 
Aug.  16,  1668,  and  was  living  in  1725.  He  may 
have  resided  in  Sandwich  until  1695,  in  which  year 
he  signed  receipts  in  that  town  for  money  left 
him  by  his  father-in-law.  He  was  a freeman  of 
the  town  of  Kings  Towne,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  Au- 
gust, 1696,  and  was  made  a freeman  of  the  Colony 
from  Kings  Towne,  May  6,  1701.  His  home- 
stead and  mill  were  in  that  part  of  Kings  Towne 
now  Perryville,  South  Kingstown.  He  invested 
largely  in  lands,  was  a partner  in  the  Shannock 
and  Maxon  purchases  of  tracts  of  land  located  in 
what  are  now  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Hop- 
kinton,  and  also  bought  extensively  at  Pasquesett, 
in  Westerly,  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  pres- 


ent town  of  Charlestown.  The  will  of  Samuel 
Perry  was  proved  in  Kings  Towne,  July  16,  1716. 
His  five  children,  mentioned  therein  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  were : James,  Edward,  Samuel, 
Simeon  and  Benjamin. 

^Benjamin  Perry,  son  of  Edward  and  brother  of 
Samuel,  was  born  probably  in  1677,  and  died  in 
1748-49.  Shortly  aRer  his  brother  Samuel,  he  re- 
moved to  Kings  Towne,  R.  I.,  where  he  bought 
land  as  early  as  1702.  He  was  made  a freeman 
from  Kings  Towne  Alay  i,  1716,  and  his  lands  and 
residence  were  in  that  part  of  the  town  now  South 
Kingstown.  He  married  twice,  but  the  name  of 
his  first  wife  is  unknown  and  tradition  has  it  that 
there  were  no  children  born  to  the  marriage.  He 
married  second  Oct.  ii,  i727,''''Susannah  Barber, 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Susannah  Waite  Barber. 
His  will  was  dated  Aug.  31,  1748,  and  the  ap- 
praisement finally  closed  Feb.  13,  1749.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin, ‘ Edward, Freeman,  Alary 
and,  Susannah,  of  whom  Freeman  was  th^  father  of 
Commodore" Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 

Squire  Robert  Perry,  son  of  Samuel  and  father 
of  Oliver  H.  J.,  was  born  near  Perryville,  in  the 
town  of  South  Kingstown,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  acquired  a good  education  for  the  pe- 
riod and  became  a school  teacher,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  in  his  native  town  until  1835.  He 
was  an  acquaintance  of  the  famous  Commodore 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  the  “Hero  of  Lake  Erie,”  and  the 
latter  was  a visitor  to  the  school  taught  by  Robert 
Perry.  In  1835  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Cov- 
entry and  there  taught  school  for  a number  of 
years  in  different  districts  of  the  town.  Mr.  Perry 
early  showed  an  inclination  for  the  law,  and  by 
study  he  became  exceedingly  well  posted  in  the 
common  branches  thereof.  In  South  Kingstown 
and  in  Coventry  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace  and 
did  a great  deal  of  business  in  the  drawing  up  of 
wills  and  other  legal  papers.  His  work  in  this 
way  became  so  heavy  as  to  necessitate  his  giv- 
ing up  teaching  to  devote  his  entire  attention 
thereto.  He  was  very  skilful  in  drawing  up  legal 
papers  and  had  he  prepared  himself  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law  he  would  no  doubt  have  become  emi- 
nent in  the  profession.  He  also  at  different  times 
taught  a writing  school  and  organized  and  in- 
structed debating  societies.  For  a few  years  he 
made  his  son’s  residence  his  home,  but  finally  re- 
moved to  Centreville  and  resided  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Arnold,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  his  remains  were  laid  in  the  Arnold  ceme- 
tery at  that  place. 

Squire  • Robert  Perry  was  married,  in  South 
Kingstown,  to  Mary  Davis,  born  in  1797,  daugh- 
ter of  Preserved  Davis,  and  she  died  Sept.  16,  1839, 
and  was  huried  first  in  the  Friends  cemetery  at 
Anthony,  but  was  later  interred  at  the  Arnold  ceme- 
tery, Centreville.  She  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  her  husband  also  being  a regu- 
lar attendant  upon  their  services.  The  children  of 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  were:  (i)  “kobert  Anthony, 
born  May  7,  1822,  went  -to  California  during  the 
gold  excitement  of  1849,  thence  to  Oregon, 
where  he  died  in  1850.  (2)  John  B.,  born  July  14, 

1824,  went  to  California  with  his  brother,  Robert 
A.,  but  returned  to  Rhode  Island  in  1850,  for  many 
years  worked  at  his  trade  of  molder,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  a fish  market  business  on  Westminster 
street.  He  is  now  deceased.  His  wife  was 
Georgiana  McDonald,  and  they  had  three  children. 
(3)  "Martha  N.,  born  March  7,  1825,  became  the 
second  wife  of  Rurrill  Arnold  and  after  his  death 
married  ' George  Hail,  a prominent  manufacturer. 
She  died  at  Warren.  (4)X)liver  H.  J.,  born  April 
24,  1828,  is  mentioned  below.  (5)>Mary  L.,  born 
June  9,  1830,  died  April  24,  1836.  (6)  .James  S., 

born  March  24,  1832,  was  a carpenter.  He  left 
Rhode  Island  when  a young  man,  locating  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  was  married  in  that  State;  he  was  the 
father  of  five  children.  (7)  AVilliam  L.,  born 
Sept.  21,  1835,  was  engaged  in  farming  at  Fo.x- 
boro.  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1905.  He  married 
(first)  Sarah  Tefft  and  (second)  Sophora  Morse, 
and  had  three  children,  all  by  the  first  wife.  (8) 
Mary  L.,  born  Dec.  26,  1838,  married  Rowland  H. 
Fry,  and  resided  at  Pawtucket,  where  she  died  in 
July,  1907,  leaving  one  son. 

^...^LiVER  H.A.ZAKI)  Jackson  Pekry  was  born  April 
24,  1828,  in  South  Kingstown,  and  was  about 
seven  years  of  age  when  his  parents  settled  in  Cov- 
"entry.  At  the  early  age  of  seven  years  he  began 
work  in  a cotton-mill  at  Anthony  and  was  em- 
ployed in  cotton-mills  in  that  vicinity  until  eighteen 
years  old.  In  1847  he  was  apprenticed  for  three 
years  to  Rice  & Dawley,  of  Providence,  well-known 
builders  of  their  day,  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpen- 
ter. His  wages  for  the  first  year  were  one  dollar 
per  week  and  board,  and  a day’s  labor  in  those 
times  consisted  of  ten  hours.  Young  Perry  was  a 
very  apt  and  industrious  apprentice,  so  that  in 
eighteen  months  he  was  made  a foreman,  though 
some  of  the  men  under  him  had  been  journeymen 
for  years.  He  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Provi- 
dence until  1853,  when  he  removed  to  Central 
Falls,  and  for  a time  continued  at  his  trade,  but 
had  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  his  health.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  retail  meat  business  for  about  two 
years  and  soon  thereafter  assumed  the  management 
of  the  meat  market  of  E.  F.  Richardson,  at  Cen- 
tral Falls.  Under  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
Perry  this  market  became  known  as  the  largest  and 
best  in  Rhode  Island.  He  continued  as  manager 
thereof  for  about  twelve  years,  during  which  time 
he  enjoyed  the  utmost  confidence  of  his  employer 
and  their  relations  were  always  most  pleasant.  In 
1867  purchased  the  business  and  conducted  it 
with  marked  success,  commanding  a large  trade, 
his  patrons  including  the  very  best  families  of  the 
place.  In  1875  his  health  caused  him  to  dis])Ose  of 
the  business,  and  he  purchased  a farm  of  Albert  \V. 
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Holbrook,  along  the  Louisquisset  Pike,  in  the  town 
of  Lincoln,  five  miles  from  Providence.  This  he 
operated  until  advancing  years  caused  him  to  turn 
the  management  thereof  over  to  his  son,  Oliver  H. 
J.  Perry,  Jr.,  since  which  time,  1892,  he  has  been 
a resident  of  Providence,  although  for  years  it 
was  the  custom  of  himself  and  Mrs.  Perry  to  spend 
the  summer  seasons  on  the  farm. 

On  May  20,  1852,  ^Ir.  Perry  was  married  in 
Central  Falls  to 'Timeline  E.  Thurber,  born  May 
17,  1832,  in  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Loring  W. 
and  Elmira  (Gardner)  Thurber.  When  she  was 
but  a child  her  parents  removed  to  Central  Tails, 
and  she  was  a member  of  the  P'irst  Baptist  Church 
of  that  place  for  sixty  years.  She  died  in  Provi- 
dence, Aug.  19,  1906.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Perry  were Theodore  Oliver  Hazard 
Lincoln,  born  Feb.  i,  1853,  died  April  15,  1856; 
Clara  Emma,  born  Feb.  13,  1858,  married^ugene 
F.  Bowen,  and  resides  in  Providence  ;>^01iver  Haz- 
ard Jackson,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  22,  1862. 

Mr.  Perry  in  his  early  life  was  a Democrat,  but 
since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  has 
been  a supporter  of  its  principles.  He  has  always 
been  a strong  advocate  of  temperance.  He  became 
a member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
later  becoming  a charter  member  of  Jenks  Lodge, 
No.  24,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Central  Falls,  when  it 
was  organized  in  1866.  In  1844  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Phenix  Baptist  Church,  later  transfer- 
ring his  membership  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Central  Falls.  Mr.  Perry  has  been  a successful 
man,  and  has  accumulated  a handsome  competence 
entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  has  ever 
maintained  a reputation  for  honorable  and  upright 
dealings,  and  as  a citizen  and  Christian  gentleman 
he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know 
him. 

' Oliver  Hazard  Jackson  Perry,  Jr.,  son  of 
Oliver  H.  J.,  was  born  in  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  Oct. 
22,  1862,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Central 
Falls  and  iMowry  & Goff’s  English  and  Classical 
School,  Providence.  After  his  return  from  school 
he  worked  at  home  with  his  father,  with  whom  he 
continued  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  took 
charge  of  the  farm  in  the  town  of  Lincoln  ; and  there 
he  has  been  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits to  the  present  time.  He  has  also  engaged  in 
small  fruit  growing  to  some  extent,  finding  a 
ready  market  for  his  produce  in  Providence.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Emit  Growers’  Association  of 
^Massachusetts.  In  his  political  belief  he  is  a stanch 
Republican  ; he  has  never  sought  or  cared  for  pub- 
lic office. 

On  Nov.  19,  1884,  Mr.  Perry  was  married  to 
Ida  Olena  Miner,  born  Dec.  13,  1859,  in  tbe  town 
of  North  Providence,  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Julia 
A.  (Randall)  Miner,  a full  history  of  this  family 
being  found  in  another  part  of  this  publication. 
iSIrs.  Perry  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  of 
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Lincoln  and  at  Dr.  Stockbridge’s  select  school. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  have  had  one  child/ Harold 
Thurber,  born  on  the  farm  May  16,  1888.  He  at- 
tended the  local  schools  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  the 
Pawtucket  grammar  school,  and  the  Technical  liigh 
school.  Providence,  as  a member  of  the  class  of 
1908. 

ROBINSON.  The  Robinson  family  for  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  and  more  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  history  of  Rhode  Island.  A 
family  of  means  and  large  land  possessions  in  the 
Colonial  period,  it  was  one  of  position  and  influ- 
ence in  social  and  public  life,  and  gave  to  the  State 
a Dejjuty  Governor.  More  recent  generations  have 
sustained  the  family  prestige  and  through  the  past 
century  and  at  this  time  in  turn  members  in  differ- 
ent generations  in  the  line  of  the  late  William 
Attmore  Robinson,  long  a prominent  merchant  and 
manufacturer  in  Providence,  with  whom  and  his 
lineage  and  posterity  it  is  the  purpose  of  this 
article  to  deal,  have  jealously  guarded  the  family 
name  and  sustained  the  family  reputation.  Refer- 
ence is  made  especially  to  James,  Edward  Hadwen 
and  William  Attmore,  sons  of  William  Attmore 
Robinson,  and  to  William  Attmore  Robinson,  a 
grandson. 

The  lineage  of  this  Providence  branch  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Robinson  family  follows  in  chrono- 
logical order. 

(I)  Rowland  Robinson,  born  in  1654,  at  or 
near  Long  Bluff,  County  of  Cumberland,  England, 
came  to  this  country  in  1675.  He  married  Mary 
Allen,  born  Feb.  4,  1653,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Bacon)  Allen,  who  were  from  Barn- 
stable in  England.  Mr.  Robinson  was  deputy 
from  Kings  Town  in  i;^5.  In  September,  1709,  he 
purchased  3,000  acres  of  vacant  lands  ordered 
sold  by  the  Assembly.  These  were  styled  WMod 
River  lands.  It  is  said  that  soon  after  coming  to 
this  country  he  purchased  lands  of  the  Narragan- 
setts.  He  died  in  1716,  and  his  wife  later;  both 
were  buried  in  the  Quaker  Burial  Ground,  two 
miles  southeast  of  Tower  Hill  Village.  Their 
children  were:  John,  Rowland,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Sarah,  Mercy  and  William. 

(II)  William  Robinson,  born  Jan.  26,  1693, 
married  (first),  about  1718,  Martha,  born  Dec. 
20,  1692,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Wilson) 
Potter;  she  died  in  November,  1725,  and  he  married 
(second)  March  2,  1727,  Abigail,  widow  of  Caleb 
Hazard  and  daughter  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Remington)  Gardiner.  Mr.  Robinson  was  a 
resident  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  was  deputy 
from  1724  to  1728,  from  1734  to  1736,  and  also 
in  1741  and  1742.  He  was  Si)eaker  of  the  House 
of  Deputies  in  1735,  1736,  1741  and  1742.  He 
was  Deputy  Governor  in  1745,  1746,  1747 
1748.  He  died  Sept.  19,  1751.  His  widow  Abigail 
died  May  22,  1772.  To  the  first  marriage  were 
born;  Rowland,  in  1719;  John,  in  1721;  Marah, 


in  1723;  Elizabeth,  in  1724;  and  Martha,  in  1725. 
To  the  second  were  born:  Christopher,  in  1727, 
who  married,  in  1752,  Ruhama  Champlin ; William, 
in  1729,  who  married,  in  1752,  Hannah  Bourn; 
Thomas,  in  1730,  who  married,  in  1752,  Sarah 
Richardson;  Abigail,  in  1732,  who  married,  in  1751, 
John  Wanton;  Sylvester,  in  1735;  Mary,  in  1736, 
who  married,  in  1756,  John  Dockray ; James,  in 
1738,  who  married  Nancy  Rodman;  and  John,  in 
1742. 

(III)  Sylvester  Robinson,  born  Jan.  23,  1735, 
married  (first),  in  1756,  Alice  Perry,  born  July  20, 
1736,  daughter  of  James  Perry  and  his  wife  Anna 
(Bennett),  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Perry  and 
great-granddaughter  of  Edward  Perry,  of  Sand- 
wich, Mass.,  of  whom  Samuel  Perry  with  his 
brother  Benjamin  settled  in  Kings  Town,  R.  I., 
in  the  Narragansett  country,  toward  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  Alice  (Perry)  Robinson 
died  in  1787,  and  Mr.  Robinson  married  (second) 
Sarah,  widow  of  John  Nichol  and  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  and  Margaret  Bentin.  In  the  Robin- 
son family  chart  as  arranged  by  the  late  Stephen 
A.  Robinson,  of  Wakefield,  the  children  of  Syl- 
vester and  Alice  (Perry)  were:  James,  born  in 
1756;  Mary,  born  in  1763;  and  Abigail,  born  in 
1769.  Two  of  these,  James  and  Abigail,  and  a 
third  child,  V'illiam,  appear  of  South  Kingstown 
town  record,  the  last  named  being  of  record  as  born 
Dec.  20,  1760. 

Sylvester  Robinson  was  admitted  a freeman  ii> 
1757;  was  deputy  from  South  Kingstown  in  1760; 
lived  in  Charlestown,  R.  L,  in  the  years  1771, 
1773  and  1774.  In  1776  he  was  appointed  justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  in  1779  was 
third  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  one  of 
the  committee  in  1779  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
Sachem  Ninigret.  He  died  in  1809. 

(IV)  James  Robinson,  son  of  Sylvester,  mar- 

ried Jan.  I,  1797,  Mary  Attmore,  daughter  of 
Caleb  Attmore,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  lived  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  Mr.  Robinson  lived  to  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  dying  in  1841,  and  Mrs. 
Robinson  to  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  dying  in 
1856.  Their  children  were  : ( i ) William  Attmore, 

born  in  Huntington,  N.  J.,  Oct.  18,  1797,  is  men- 
tioned farther  on.  (2)  Edward  Mott,  born  in 
1800,  married  Abby  J.  Howland.  He  died  in  1865. 
(3)  Anna  Attmore,  born  in  1801,  married  July  26, 
1830,  Stephen  A.  Chase,  and  died  in  1876.  (4) 

Sarah,  born  in  1804,  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Attmore, 
twin  of  Sarah,  born  April  4,  1804,  married  Laura 
Hazard.  (6)  Rowland,  born  in  1806,  died  in  1819. 
(7)  Sylvester  C.,  born  in  1808,  dipd  IMarch  20, 
1883. 

(V)  William  Attmore  Robinson,  bom  in 
Huntington,  N.  J.,  Oct.  18,  1797,  died  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  Dec.  19,  1872.  In  early  life  he  was 
employed  in  an  apothecary  shop  in  Philadelphia. 
In  1829  he  established  himself  in  business  at  Wake- 
field, R.  I.,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  A. 
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Robinson  & Co.,  engaged  in  manufacturing  in  the 
stone  mill  now  occupied  by  the  Wakefield  Manu- 
facturing Company.  In  1842  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, and  located  at  No.  24  South  Water  street, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  sperm  oil  business.  In 
1855  he  established  a branch  of  the  business  in 
New  Bedford,  Alass.,  and  placed  his  son  James 
in  charge  of  it.  For  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  there  was  no  better  known  man  in  business 
and  financial  circles  than  William  Attmore  Robin- 
son. He  was  for  years  a director  of  the  Manu- 
facturers Bank,  and  was  its  president  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  While  a resident  of  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  he  represented  that  town  in  the  State 
Legislature.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a Quaker. 

On  the  13th  of  nth  month,  1828,  Mr.  Robinson 
was  married  to  Dorcas  B.  Hadwen,  who  died  in 
Providence  in  1894.  To  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren : Mary  A.  married  Jacob  Dunnell,  and  died 
in  1889;  James,  born  in  1829,  married  June  5, 
1856,  Anna  Balch,  and  died  Aug.  16,  1875,  the 
father  of  Caroline  (born  Sept.  7,  i860)  and  Wil- 
liam A.  (born  June  25,  1865,  married  Oct.  25, 
1900,  Helen  A.  Sweatt)  ; Edward  Hadwen,  who 
died  in  1903,  married  Grace  M.  Howard,  and  had 
children — Mrs.  Henry  W.  Cooke  (of  Providence) 
and  iMaud;  Caroline  died  in  1845;  Anna  A.  died 
Jan.  21,  1907;  and  William  Attmore,  born  May  7, 
1841,  married  Sept.  18,  1872,  Marion  L.  Swift, 
daughter  of  Jireb  Swift,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
and  has  a son,  William  Attmore,  born  March  20, 
1876. 

(VI)  James  Robinson,  born  in  1829,  died 
Aug.  16,  1875.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  papers 
spoke  of  him  as  follows:  “We  are  sorry  to  hear 
that  Mr.  James  Robinson  died  in  New  Bedford 
yesterday.  Mr.  Robinson  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
late  William  A.  Robinson,  of  this  city.  He  was 
an  active  and  leading  business  man  in  his  adopted 
city,  the  president  of  the  Potomska  Mills,  and  the 
head  of  an  extensive  oil  house  connected  with  the 
house  in  this  city.  His  early  death  will  be  deeply 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  his  worth.”  {Providence 
Journal.) 

“Mr.  James  Robinson,  president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Potomska  Mills,  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  age 
of  forty-four  years,  after  an  illness  of  several 
weeks’  duration.  As  an  estimable  citizen,  enjoy- 
ing a spotless  reputation,  and  as  a man  whose  rare 
business  qualifications  placed  him  so  early  in  life, 
in  a prominent  position  in  this  community,  his  un- 
expected death  will  be  widely  and  keenly  felt.” 
{New  Bedford  Mercury.) 

The  Standard  said  of  Mr.  Robinson : “He 

was  not  only  an  enterprising  merchant,  but  a 
man  of  unblemished  character,  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  had  business  or  social  connection 
with  him.  Although  but  forty-four  years  of  age, 
^ he  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  best  business  men 
in  the  city,  of  sound  judgment  and  integrity. 


(VH)  William  Attmore  Robinson,  son  of 
James  and  Anna  (Balch)  Robinson,  was  born  in 
New  Bedford,  June  25,  1865.  He  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  New  Bedford  and  Providence,  and 
for  two  years  attended  Brown  University,  being 
a member  of  the  Psi  Nu  fraternity.  On  June  10, 
1886,  he  began  work  in  the  Globe  Mills  in  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.,  and  in  1897  became  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Globe  and  Social  Mills. 

(VI)  William  Attmore  Robinson,  son  of 
William  Attmore  and  Dorcas  (Hadwen)  Robin- 
son, was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  May  7, 
1841.  He  was  educated  in  Providence,  attending 
the  Lyon’s  School.  His  first  business  experience 
was  for  six  months  with  the  Valley  Mill  at  East 
Killingly,  Conn.  On  Nov.  i,  1863,  he  entered  his 
father's  office  in  Providence  to  learn  the  business 
and  on  March  6,  1865,  went  to  the  office  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and 
he  is  now  the  W.  A.  Robinson  of  W.  A.  Robinson 
& Co.,  No.  144  South  Water  street.  Mr.  Robinson 
is  a trustee  of  the  New  Bedford  Institution  for 
Savings.  His  son  and  namesake,  William  Attmore 
Robinson,  Jr.,  is  associated  with  him  in  business. 

CAPT.  HENRY  BREVOORT  KANE,  one  of 
the  prominent  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Nar- 
ragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  was  born  in  New  York  City 
Feb.  5,  1866,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  the 
old  Brevoort  and  Kane  families,  for  generations 
among  the  foremost  families  of  New  NMrk  State. 

Captain  Kane  spent  his  early  school  days  in 
New  York  City,  and  was  in  Oxford  College,  Eng- 
land, in  1886-87-88,  but  on  account  of  trouble  wdth 
his  eyes  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  college  course. 
In  1885  that  part  of  South  Kingstown  now  known 
as  the  town  of  Narragansett  became  his  adopted 
home,  and  there  he  cast  his  first  vote.  Since  that 
time  he  has  taken  the  greatest  possible  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  town.  For  five  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  council  in  the  district  and  towm  of 
Narragansett,  and  in  1904  became  president  of  that 
body.  In  1902  Captain  Kane  was  elected  repre- 
sentative from  Narragansett  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  while  a member  of  that  body  served  on 
the  committee  on  Corporations.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Republican.  Through  his  ef- 
forts and  under  his  direction  many  of  the  im- 
provements at  Narragansett  Pier  have  been  ef- 
fected. He  was  an  incorporator  and  director  of  the 
Narragansett  Casino,  one  of  the  founders  and  gov- 
ernors of  the  Point  Judith  Club,  and  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Point  Judith  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  has  been  actively  interested  in  the  State 
militia,  and  was  appointed  aide  on  the  brigade  staff 
with  the  rank  of  captain  in  1903. 

Captain  Kane  is  a Life  Fellow^  of  the  American 
Geographical  Society,  and  is  the  owmer  of  a fine 
library  of  literature  relating  to  Arctic  explorations. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Arctic  Club,  the  Union  Club 
and  the  Stroller’s  Club  of  New  York  City ; the 
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Hope  Club  of  Providence ; tlie  Agawam  Hunt 
Club ; the  \\dckford  Club ; the  Automobile  Club  of 
Rhode  Island;  in  iyo6  became  commodore  of  the 
Wakefield  Yacht  Club;  and  is  a member  of  the 
Polo  Association.  Captain  Kane  married  Florence 
Hartshorne,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Florence 
Prevoort  Kane. 

HOXIE.  The  family  bearing  this  name  has 
been  a continuous  and  numerous  one  in  southern 
Rhode  Island  for  more  than  two  centuries.  Those 
bearing  the  several  forms  of  the  present-day  spell- 
ing of  the  name,  Hoxie,  Hoxsie,  Hoxsey,  are  trace- 
able to  a common  ancestor,  Lodowick  Hawksie. 
It  is  the  object  of  this  article  to  treat  upon  the 
connection  of  this  ancestor  with  several  of  his  de- 
scendants who  have  been  and  are  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  South  county,  and  residents  of  the 
town  of  Charlestown,  including  George  Wh  Hoxie, 
deceased,  a prominent  citizen  and  successful  busi- 
ness man  in  his  day,  Albert  F.  Hoxie,  a brother  and 
business  associate,  also  a well  known  Grand  Army 
man,  and  George  \\'.  Hoxie,  a son,  now  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  in  that  section,  and  a young 
man  prominent  in  town  affairs.  In  the  family  his- 
tory and  genealogy  that  follows  the  Roman  num- 
erals indicate  generations  from  Lodowick  Hawksie, 
the  first  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  Lodowick  Hawksie  came  to  America  soon 
after  1650.  He  is  first  heard  of  as  serving  out  his 
time  with  one  John  Dexter,  to  whom  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  hatter,  in  Sandwich, 
Hass.  The  place  is  yet  called  Dexter  ground, 
where  the  cellar  of  the  house  may  still  be  seen. 
When  his  time  was  out,  he  began  business  for  him- 
self as  a hatter  at  Spring  Hill.  The  people  of 
Sandwich  thought  he  came  from  Scotland.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  records  of  the  town  of  Sandwich 
that  in  1658  he  had  six  acres  of  land  laid  out  to  him 
by  persons  chosen  by  the  town  under  the  order  of 
the  Court  of  Plymouth.  The  town  of  Sandwich 
chose  seven  men  to  set  the  bounds  to  every  man's 
land.  Lodowick  Hawksie  helped  to  distribute 
powder  to  the  militia,  being  a musketeer  who  went 
to  Yarmouth  to  the  general  muster  in  July,  1660. 
At  a meeting  held  IMay  ii,  1664,  the  town  granted 
him  six  acres  of  land  down  by  the  cow  house,  near 
unto  Daniel  Butler’s.  On  Alay  19,  1671,  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  raters  (assessors)  of  the  town. 
The  same  year  he  brought  in  the  name  of  persons 
to  receive  the  premium  for  one  dozen  birds’  heads, 
probably  crows.  In  1681  the  town  exchanged  the 
six  acres  of  land,  giving  him  six  acres  near  his 
home  by  the  cartway  that  leads  to  Scroton.  Fie 
was  admitted  a townsman  by  the  vote  of  the  town 
Feb.  23.  1675,  and  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  July 
II,  1678.  On  Aug.  23.  1686,  he  helped  divide  the 
law  books  among  the  taxpayers  of  the  town.  In 
Hay.  1690,  the  town  gave  him  a quarter  of  an  acre 
of  land,  on  which  to  set  his  house,  for  convenience 


for  water.  In  1691  he,  with  two  others,  was  ap- 
pointed to  lay  out  certain  lands. 

In  October,  1664,  he  married  i\Iary,  daughter 
of  John  Presbury,  and  they  settled  on  the  south 
side  of  Spring  Hill,  marks  of  the  cellar  still  being 
visible.  Their  children  were : Bathsheba,  born 
Oct.  15,  1665,  married  Samuel  Allen;  Joseph,  born 
Harch  15,  1667,  married  Sarah  Tucker;  Gideon, 
born  Feb.  25,  1672,  married  Grace  Gifford;  Hez- 
ekiah,  born  April  8,  1675,  married  Dinah  Butler; 
John,  born  IMarch,  1677,  married  Hary  Hull; 
Solomon,  born  Oct.  19,  1679,  married  Elizabeth 
Wing;  Content,  born  in  1681,  married  Gordon 
Ewing ; and  Ann  married  Joshua  Wing. 

(II)  Joseph  Hoxsie,  son  of  Lodowick,  born 
Harch  15,  1667,  moved  to  what  was  then  called 
Narragansett,  R.  I.,  and  in  1698  settled  in  Kings 
Town,  R.  I.  In  1691  he  was  a townsman  in  Sand- 
wich, iMass.  He  married  Sarah  Tucker,  and  both 
died  in  1727.  Their  children  were:  Peleg,  born 
June  23,  1695;  Zebulon,  born  Aug.  8,  1697;  Mary, 
born  in  1699;  Joseph,  born  Nov.  25,  1701;  Ann, 
born  Aug.  i,  1704;  Gideon,  born  July  31,  1706; 
Lodowick,  born  Sept.  27,  1708;  and  Sarah,  Hartha, 
Deborah,  Ann  (2)  and  Zebulon  (2).  These  chil- 
dren all  settled  in  Kings  Town,  Exeter  and  Rich- 
mond, R.  I.,  and  Berkshire,  Hassachusetts. 

(HI)  Joseph  Hoxie  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  Nov.  25,  1701.  His  wife’s  name  was  Hary. 
His  children  were:  Martha,  born  April  13,  1729,; 
Gideon,  born  Dec.  14,  1730;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  14, 
1732;  Joseph  (3),  born  Hay  8,  1734;  and  Mary, 
born  June  26,  1737. 

(IV)  Gideon  Hoxie,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
Dec.  14,  1730,  married  Dorcas  Congdon,  daughter 
of  James  Congdon,  and  their  children  of  Charles- 
town record  were : Joseph  was  married  to 
Mary  Congdon,  who  died  April  8,  1851,  and  he 
died  Oct.  8,  1829;  their  children  were  John  (who 
married  IMary  F'ellows),  William  Arnold  (who 
married  (Mary  Fellow^s,  widow  of  his  brother)  and 
Sarah  (who  married  N.  B.  Sands).  Gideon,  Jr., 
married  Annie  Browning.  Peleg  married  Lucy 
Babcock.  Lodowick  married  Ruth  Taylor.  Mary 
married  John  Cross.  Hartha  married  Hezekiah 
Babcock.  Gideon  Hoxie,  father  of  these  children, 
settled  in  what  is  now'  the  towm  of  Charlestown,  R. 
I.  Both  he  and  his  son  Peleg  w’ere  officers  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

(V)  Lodowick  Hoxie,  son  of  Gideon,  married 
Jan.  I,  1795,  Ruth  Taylor.  He  w'as  a resident  of 
Charlestown,  and  owned  the  w'ater  privilege  in 
the  Charlestown  section  of  Shannock,  operating  a 
saw  and  grist  mill  for  a number  of  years  at  that 
place.  The  old  house  is  which  he  lived  for  many 
years  still  stands,  and  is  in  an  excellent  state  of 
])reservation.  He  died  April  23,  1856,  and  is 
buried  in  the  family  burying-ground  near  Shan- 
nock, in  the  town  of  Charlestown.  His  children 
were  as  follows : Gideon,  a devout  member  of  the 
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Seventh  Day  Adventists,  removed  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  LaCrosse,  \Vis.,bnt  his  son,  Oscar,  is  a resi- 
dent of  Providence ; Joseph  is  mentioned  below ; 
B.  Franklin  was  prominent  at  Mystic,  Conn.,  as 
ship-builder  and  vessel  owner,  and  the  “Hoxie 
House”  at  that  place  is  named  for  him ; Martha 
never  married ; Eliza  married  Mr.  Peckham,  a 
tailor  at  Wakefield,  R.  I. ; IMary  Ann  married  late 
in  life  a Rev.  i\Ir.  Tourtellotte,  a clergyman  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  faith ; Henry  died  Aug.  20, 
1833,  in  his  thirty-seventh  year ; and  George  W., 
died  Dec.  12 j 1828,  aged  twelve  years. 

(VI)  Joseph  Hoxie,  son  of  Lodowick,  was  born 
in  1804.  He  married  Ann  Babcock,  daughter  of 
Simeon  and  Mary  (Greene)  Babcock,  of  Charles- 
town. Simeon  Babcock  was  drowned  in  Charles- 
town. Ann  Hoxie,  wife  of  Joseph,  died  Nov.  14, 
1857,  in  her  forty-sixth  year.  Joseph  Hoxie  died 
]\lay  17,  1878.  They  are  buried  in  the  family  bury- 
ing-ground  near  Shannock.  Their  children  were 
as  follows : Ruth,  widow  of  Billings  B.  Lewis, 
resides  in  Providence,  and  has  one  son  Fred  E. 
George  W.  is  mentioned  below.  Albert  F.  is  men- 
tioned below.  Josephine  married  (first)  Albert 
Kenyon  and  (second)  I.  B.  Davis,  and  resides  in 
Hartford,  Conn.  IMary  is  the  widow  of  John  X. 
Kimball,  and  resides  in  Malden,  Mass.  Job  R., 
late  of  Providence,  married  (first)  Mary  A.  Hoxie 
and  (second)  Lillian  Munsey.  Charles  H.  mar- 
ried Ella  Munsey,  and  resides  in  Providence. 

Joseph  Ho.xie,  father  of  these  children,  learned 
the  cabinetmaker’s  trade  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He 
conducted  a store  at  Shannock,  also  one  at  Shan- 
nock Hill,  furnishing  supplies  to  railroad  men 
when  the  Shore  line  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  Railroad  was  building.  He  gave  the 
lot  for  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Richmond. 

(VH)  George  W.  Hoxie  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Richmond,  R.  I.,  June  25,  1837,  son  of  Joseph 
Hoxie.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  was  following  his  profession  as  a pub- 
lic school  teacher  in  the  Cross’  Mills  District  of 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  in  response  to  the 
loyal  promptings  of  his  heart  enlisted  as  bugler  of 
the  5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery  Oct.  10, 
1861,  and  afterward  re-enlisted  in  the  same  organ- 
ization and  served  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
being  discharged  July  19,  1865.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island,  Newbern,  Port 
Macon,  Washington,  Rawl’s  Mills,  Kinston  and 
Tarboro,  all  in  North  Carolina.  On  his  return  from 
the  war  he  entered  mercantile  pursuits,  locating 
on  the  Charlestown  side  of  the  river  in  the  village 
of  Shannock,  where  he  built  a store.  He  was  an 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  G.  A.  R.  man,  a member 
of  Burnside  Post,  No.  2,  Rhode  Island  Department, 
and  for  many  years  was  its  quartermaster.  In 
1894-95  assistant  department  inspector,  and 

was  always  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  department  for  his  interest  and  effi- 
ciency in  all  matters  and  duties  connected  with  the 


organization  he  loved  so  well.  Mr.  Hoxie  died  at 
his  home  in  Shannock  April  10,  1896.  He  was 
well  known  in  the  town,  having  served  as  member 
of  the  town  council  of  Charlestown,  and  for  many 
years  exerted  no  little  infiuence  in  his  town.  He 
had  a wide  acquaintance  among  prominent  men 
throughout  the  State  and  was  no  doubt  in  his  time 
one  of  the  best  known  members  of  this  old  family 
in  his  section  of  the  State. 

He  married  Jan.  ii,  1868.  in  Voluntown,  Conn.. 
Miss  Susan  D.  Larkin,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  a 
most  estimable  lady,  who  still  resides  at  the  old 
home  in  Shannock.  She  was  born  April  15,  1847, 
in  Charlestown,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Arleyville 
G.  (Browning)  Larkin,  tbe  former  a farmer,  and 
a son  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Taylor)  Larkin. 
Arleyville  G.  Browning  was  a daughter  of  Hazard 
and  Susan  Perry  (Lewis)  Browning,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Augustus  Johnson  and  Susanna  Haz- 
ard (Perry)  Lewis.  Augustus  Johnson  Lewis  was 
a Revolutionary  soldier.  To  George  W.  and  Susan 
D.  (Larkin)  Hoxie  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Anne  Arleyville,  now  living  in  Boston  ; W’il- 
liam  Taylor,  who  married  Miss  Minnie  Coon,  had 
one  child,  Susan  Willis,  and  died  in  1890;  Albert 
Eugene,  who  married  Mary  Leslie  and  resides  in 
Shannock;  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy;  George 
W. ; and  Charles  H.,  of  Shannock. 

(\TI)  Alisert  E.  Ho.xie,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Ann  (Babcock)  Ho.xie,  is  residing  at  Sbannock,  R. 
I.  He  was  associated  with  his  brother,  George  W., 
in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  line  he  is  yet  en- 
gaged. He  is  a veteran  of  the  great  Civil  war,  hav- 
ing been  a member  of  Company  C,  lOth  R.  I.  \'.  I. ; 
and  of  Company  C,  2d  Heavy  Artillery,  Connecti- 
cut ; and  he  is  now  a prominent  member  of  Burn- 
side Post,  No.  2,  G.  .4.  R.,  one  of  tbe  substantial 
citizens  of  his  town,  a man  well  known  and  highly 
respected,  of  a modest,  retiring  disposition.  He  is 
unmarried. 

(VHI)  George  W.  Hoxie,  son  of  George  W.. 
was  born  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  Pel).  19,  1876, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  there  and  at 
Westerly,  and  graduated  from  the  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton Business  College  in  Providence  in  1894.  He 
at  once  associated  himself  with  his  father  and 
uncle  A.  E.,  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Sban- 
nock, where  he  is  yet  engaged.  Since  the  death  of 
his  father  he  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  the 
management  Of  the  e.xtensive  business,  which  has 
been  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  \\'. 
Hoxie  & Co. 

Mr.  Hoxie  was  but  little  more  than  of  legal 
age  when  he  was  elected,  in  1898,  a member  of  the 
school  committee  of  Charlestown.  In  1901-02  he 
was  a member  of  the  school  committee  of  Rich- 
mond, as  his  residence  was  then  in  that  town. 
Outside  of  the  business  world  Mr.  Hoxie  has 
found  time  to  be  active  in  public  afifairs,  and  is  a 
capable  and  satisfactory  public  official,  as  is  at- 
tested by  his  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
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bility.  In  1903  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Charlestown,  and  each  year  since  has 
been  re-elected,  still  serving  as  such.  In  1903  he 
was  elected  representative  to  the  Rhode  Island 
General  Assembly,  from  Charlestown,  and  he  has 
been  re-elected  each  year  since,  being  the  present 
incumbent  of  that  office.  In  1905  he  was  elected  a 
commissioner  of  shell  fisheries  for  Washington 
county.  ]\lr.  Hoxie  is  a member  of  Isaac  D.  Ken- 
yon Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  at  Shannock.  In 
February,  1905,  he  was  elected  colonel  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  for  one  year. 
He  had  previously  held  office  in  the  State  organiza- 
tions of  the  Sons  of  \Vterans,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  members  of  that  order  in  his  division. 
He  is  a member  of  Charity  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
and  Franklin  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley; 
and  also  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics. 

On  Oct.  19,  1898,  Mr.  Hoxie  married  Miss 
Lillian  G.  Northrop,  who  was  horn  Sept.  26,  1878, 
in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah 
(Ballantine)  Northrop.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren ; George  Northrop,  who  died  aged  four  years  ; 
and  Russell  Browning,  born  May  30,  1903.  In 
1902  ^Ir.  Hoxie  erected  at  Shannock  his  beautiful 
home,  ‘‘Hillcrest.” 

Notwithstanding  his  youth,  Mr.  Hoxie  has 
taken  a prominent  position  among  the  leading  men 
in  his  town,  where  his  deserved  popularity  is  second 
to  none  and  his  friends  are  legion.  As  a business 
man  he  is  straightforward  and  competent,  as  a 
citizen  public-spirited  and  progressive — all  in  all, 
a worthy  representative  of  an  old  and  honorable 
family. 

SANDERS  OR  SAUNDERS  (Providence  and 
Cranston  family).  This  name  has  been  continuous 
■ — though  the  family  has  not  been — in  and  about 
Providence  since  before  the  Revolution.  Few  of 
the  name  seemingly  have  resided  in  the  old  town 
of  Providence,  or  in  the  city  or  towns  coming 
out  of  original  Providence,  yet  perhaps  approxi- 
mately for  a hundred  years  there  have  resided  sev- 
eral generations  of  the  name  in  the  line  of  the 
late  Joseph  L.  Sanders  (also  spelled  Saunders), 
some  of  whose  posterity  now  represent  the  name, 
at  Providence  and  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  notably 
the  present  head  of  the  extensive  real  estate  and 
insurance  business  of  Joseph  L.  Sanders  (2),  son 
of  Olney  L.  and  grandson  of  Olney  Sanders,  horn 
in  Smithfield  (Old  Town).  Mr.  Sanders  has  been 
long  one  of  the  active  and  leading  business  men  of 
Providence,  identified  with  the  Corliss  Safe  Com- 
pany, and  as  well  an  honored  and  efficient  i)ublic 
official  and  influential  citizen  of  the  town  of  Crans- 
ton. 

Olney  Sanders,  born  in  Smithfield  (Old  Town) 
Feb.  4.  1793.  married  Miss  Phebe  Paine,  of  Smith- 
field.  l)orn  Mav  21.  1790.  She  died  Nov.  15.  1852. 
They  had  children:  ,\my  .\..  born  jure  25.  1821  : 
C)lney.  born  .March  23.  1823;  'riiomas,  horn  Dec. 


12,  1825;  Rufus,  born  Nov'.  4,  1827;  Julia  A.,  born 
May  21,  1829. 

Olney  Sanders,  Jr.  (better  known  as  Olney  L. 
Sanders,  the  initial  “L.”  being  probably  taken  from 
Latham,  the  name  of  the  people  with  whom  he 
lived  as  a boy),  born  March  25,  1823,  married 
Jane  A.  Scott,  daughter  of  Alexander  Scott,  of 
Pictou,  Nova  Scotia.  They  had  two  children,  Jo- 
seph L.  and  Fannie  J.,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years.  Olney  L.  Sanders  was  an 
employee  of  the  old  Providence  & Worcester  Rail- 
road Company,  and  worked  up  from  one  position 
to  another  until  he  became  an  engineer,  one  of  the 
best  known  on  the  line  for  many  years,  as  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  principal  mail  train  for  years.  He 
died  Nov.  30,  1868. 

Joseph  L.  Sanders  was  born  Dec.  18,  1849, 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  in  Scholfield’s 
Commercial  Academy.  He  learned  the  machinist’s 
trade,  serving  his  time  with  the  Providence  [Ma- 
chine Company.  Subsequently  he  had  charge  of 
the  repairing  department  of  the  Rhode  Island  Loco- 
motive Works  for  a number  of  years,  and  for  a 
period  of  some  fourteen  years  just  prior  to  1888 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Corliss  Safe  Com- 
pany at  Cranston.  In  1888,  owing  to  failing 
health,  he  gave  up  business  for  a time,  retiring 
from  the  position  just  cited,  but  from  January, 
1889,  until  the  fall  of  that  year  he  continued  to 
hold  a position  with  the  Corliss  Company  as 
traveling  agent.  His  health  continuing  to  be  poor, 
he  again  withdrew  from  identity  with  the  concern 
in  the  autumn  of  1889.  Since  then  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business 
in  the  village  of  Auburn,  in  the  town  of  Cranston, 
R.  I.  Here,  too,  he  has  resided,  and  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  Cranston, 
his  fellow-townsmen  frequently  electing  him  to  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was  for 
three  years  assessor  of  Cranston,  beginning  with 
1888.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil in  1889  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  po- 
litical parties.  In  1891-92,  1892-93  and  1896-97 
he  was  a member  of  the  lower  house  of  , the  State 
Legislature,  and  in  1897  was  elected  State  Senator. 
He  was  active  in  both  bodies,  while  representative 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Charities 
and  Corrections,  and  during  his  term  as  senator 
being  a member  of  the  committee  on  Corporations. 
For  many  years  he  was  active  in  his  party  organi- 
zation, for  twenty  years  being  a member  of  the 
Republican  town  committee  and  for  seven  years  a 
member  of  the  State  central  committee.  He  re- 
signed from  both  in  1904,  and  the  same  year  gave 
up  the  postmastership  of  .\uhurn,  to  which  he  had 
been  a])pointed  .A.ug.  5.  1889,  holding  the  position 
fifteen  years  almost  to  a (lay.  He  was  the  last 
postmaster  stationed  at  Auburn.  Mr.  Sanders  by 
his  efficient  labors  for  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all 
his  fellow-citizens. 
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In  1883  Mr.  Sanders  was  married  to  Isabella 
Baker,  of  Providence,  and  three  children  have 
blessed  the  marriage,  namely : Leon  S.,  Eleanor 
M.  and  Jessie  I. 

WILLIAM  COOKE,  who  during  life  was  a 
well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  made  his  home  for  a half  century, 
stood  high  in  business,  social  and  religious  circles. 
His  long  and  successful  business  career  was 
characterized  by  earnest  activity  and  upright  pur- 
pose, while  his  religious  life  was  one  of  great  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  the  Master,  for  from  his  very  boy- 
hood he  was  active  and  zealous  in  church  and  Sun- 
day-school work,  in  every  good  cause  which  had  for 
its  object  the  betterment  of  society,  and  the  uplift- 
ing of  his  fellowmen.  He  was  born  in  South  Sut- 
ton, Mass.,  March  8,  1823,  son  of  Ehenezer  and 
Mary  D.  (Stafford)  Cooke. 

Mr.  Cooke  descended  from  Walter  Cooke,  an 
early  settler  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a 
freeman  in  1657,  later  removing  to  the  new  town 
of  Mendon.  Walter  Cooke  was  twice  married,  his 
last  wife  being  the  widow  of  George  Aldrich.  A. 
full  account  of  the  Cooke  family  will  be  found  else- 
where. 

Benjamin  Cooke,  great-grandfather  of  William, 
was  born  June  9,  1729,  in  Lynn,  Mass.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a shoemaker,  and  he  worked  at  that 
trade  in  many  parts  of  Massachusetts,  principally 
at  Lynn  and  Douglass,  spending  his  latter  days  and 
dying  in  the  last  named  town,  March  8,  1835.  He 
owned  land  in  East  Douglass,  and  there  built  a 
house,  the  cellar  of  which  is  still  to  be  seen.  He 
attained  the  ripe  age  of  one  hundred  and  six  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Quabbin  cemetery.  He  had 
several  sons,  two  of  whom  settled  in  Vermont. 

Ebenezer  Cooke,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born  in 
Douglass  in  November,  1769,  and  made  his  home  in 
the  town  of  Douglass,  Mass.,  where  he  owned  land 
and  engaged  in  farming.  For  some  time  he  resided 
in  Northbridge,  but  returned  to  East  Douglass,  and 
lived  near  the  Sutton  line,  and  there  his  death  oc- 
curred Sept.  8,  1848.  He  was  buried  in  the  Old 
Quabbin  cemetery.  On  March  15,  1794,  he  mar- 
ried Levina  Learnard,  who  was  born  in  Sutton, 
and  who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband.  Their  children 
were;  Margaret,  born  Sept.  13,  1795,  who  married 
Clark  Stearns,  and  lived  in  Douglass ; Ira,  born 
IMarch  26,  1797,  and  died  in  Oxford.  IMass. ; Eb- 
enezer, born  Feb.  8,  1801  ; Polly,  born  Jan.  10, 
1803,  who  married  Samuel  Burt,  and  died  in  Sut- 
ton ; Abigail,  who  married  Aaron  Webster,  and 
died  in  Webster,  Mass. ; Nancy,  who  married  So- 
lon Tappen,  and  died  in  Vermont ; Rebecca,  born 
in  1807,  died  1825;  and  Levina,  Benjamin  and 
Aden,  who  died  young. 

Ebenezer  Cooke,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  Feb. 
8,  1801,  in  East  Douglass,  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
town,  and  there  followed  farming  all  his  life,  ex- 


cept for  a short  time  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  cotton.  A short  time  before  his  death  he  met 
with  an  accident,  an  ox  stepping  on  him,  and  he 
died  from  the  effects  Feb.  8,  1874,  and  was  buried 
in  East  Douglass  cemetery.  On  Nov.  12,  1821,  he 
married  Mary  D.  Stafford,  who  was  born  Sept. 
9,  1804,  in  Scifuate,  daughter  of  Stukeley  Stafford. 
She  died  June  17,  1894,  in  East  Douglass.  To  this 
union  were  born  the  following  children : William, 
born  IMarch  8,  1823 ; iMary,  born  March  28,  1827, 
who  married  Ezekiel  D.  Thayer,  and  resides  in  East 
Douglass,  Mass.;  Rebecca  F.,  born  Aug.  12,  1833, 
who  married  Aladison  A.  Balcom ; Marvin,  born 
June  20,  1834,  who  resides  in  East  Orange,  N.  J. ; 
Jane  L.,  born  Sept.  13,  1837,  who  died  at  Rumford, 
IMaine,  Dec.  7,  1897,  wife  of  Ephraim  Goddard ; 
W'alter,  born  Oct.  15,  1842,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  East  Douglass ; and  Harriet  F.,  born 
April  II,  1844,  who  married  twice  and  died  in 
W’hitinsville,  Massachusetts. 

William  Cooke,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  IMarch 
8,  1823,  had  but  limited  opportunities  for  an  educa- 
tion. At  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  he  began 
work  in  the  mills,  working  at  different  places  until 
1843  when  he  became  a resident  of  wiiat  was  then 
known  as  Kents  Mills,  since  called  Lebanon,  and 
a suburb  of  Pawtucket.  Here  he  became  associ- 
ated with  his  uncle  Rufus  Stafford  in  business, 
continuing  thus  for  a period  of  seven  years.  He 
then  moved  to  Pawtucket  and  purchased  the  hat 
and  shoe  store  of  Daniel  and  Thomas  Carpenter, 
brothers,  which  was  located  in  the  Dorrance  build- 
ing, on  INIain  street,  and  which  business  he  con- 
ducted successfully  for  a number  of  years.  He 
later  became  interested  in  the  insurance  and  bro- 
kerage business,  at  which  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  built  a fine  home  on  Lyon  street, 
where  he  resided  with  his  family,  and  there  he  de- 
lighted to  meet  his  many  friends.  He  was  tem- 
perate in  all  his  habits,  and  he  had  the  merited 
good  will  and  affection  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
died  June  29,  1903,  in  his  eighty-first  year,  and 
was  buried  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  in  no  sense  of  the  word 
a politician. 

In  boyhood  Mr.  Cooke  showed  the  sterling 
qualities  which  characterized  him  through  life.  In 
January,  1843,  he  began  a Christian  life,  af  which 
time  he  was  still  under  the  parental  roof,  this  fam- 
ily then  living  at  Albion.  In  March,  following, 
he  united  with  the  Cumberland  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  being  there  baptized  by.  Rev.  Mr.  Stew- 
art. at  that  time  pastor  of  the -church.  His  enter- 
ing into  a religious  life  was  not  a matter  of  sudden 
impulse,  but  was  in  perfect  accord  with  the  devo- 
tion and  single-heartedness  of  the  man,  being  the 
beginning  of  an  experience  wbich  grew  richer  and 
larger  during  the  sixty  years  of  an  unusually  pure 
and  consistent  life,  given  wholly  to  the  service  of 
God.  On  his  removal  to  Kents  Mills,  in  the  fall 
of  1843.  united  by  letter  with  the  First  Baptist 
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Church  of  Pawtucket,  and  for  three  score  and  more 
years  he  served  continually  as  officer  or  teacher 
in  the  Sunday-school  of  that  or  the  Pleasant  \ iew 
Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Cooke  was  very  active  in  both  religious  and 
business  life.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  his  last 
sickness  covered  a period  of  hve  years,  he  attended 
patientl}-  and  faithfully  to  his  work  until  three 
weeks  before  his  death.  In  the  earlier,  years  of  his 
life  at  Kents  i\lills  there  was  no  public  conveyance 
from  that  point  to  Pawtucket,  and  there  were  then 
no  macadamized  roads.  At  that  period  there  was 
a morning  service  on  Sunday,  which  was  followed 
in  the  winter  season  by  the  Sunday-school  at  nocn. 
ami  with  a second  preaching  service  in  the  after- 
noon. In  the  summer  season  the  Sunday-school 
was  held  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  day's 
services  closed  with  a prayer  meeting  in  the  even- 
ing. The  church  was  three  miles  from  young 
Cooke's  home,  yet  so  zealous  was  he  that  in  winter 
over  the  bleak  and  barren  path  and  in  spring 
through  mud  and  mire  he  and  his  wife  walked  to 
services  and  were  always  found  in  their  places.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Cooke  taught  an  adult  Bible  class 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  that  church  from 
1854  to  1856.  He  had  become  a member  of  the 
Sunday-school  class  of  Deacon  Hugh  Leckie,  who 
was  and  remained  until  his  death  his  stanch  and 
trusted  friend.  At  the  death  of  Deacon  Leckie 
I^Ir.  Cooke  succeeded  him  as  teacher  of  his  class, 
a relation  he  sustained  to  it  so  long  as  he  lived. 
Mr.  Cooke  also  played  an  influential  part  in  the 
work  which  afterward  develo])ed  into  the  formation 
of  the  Pleasant  \'iew  Baptist  Church.  He  was  one 
of  the  little  band  of  workers  who  for  years  sus- 
tained a Sunday-school,  first  in  the  little  old  school 
house,  then  in  the  hall  over  the  engine  house,  and 
finally  in  the  chapel,  which  years  ago  was  enlarged 
and  is  now  the  house  of  worship  of  the  Baptist 
Church  on  Pleasant  \'iew.  For  years  he  was  also 
superintendent  of  this  school,  teaching  at  the  same 
time  a large  Bible  class  of  men  and  women.  Thus 
it  is  seen  that  his  religious  life  was  an  ideal  one. 
He  was  also  a model  son,  and  husband  and  father. 

Mr.  Cooke  was  twice  married.  On  Sept.  13, 
1847.  married  Susan  Hammond,  who  was  born 
in  Fast  Douglass.  July  26,  1823.  She  died  March 
23.  1858,  leaving  one  daughter,  .-Mice  .V.,  who  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  step-mother.  ( )n  .\pril 
7.  1859.  Mr.  Cooke  married  Sally  L.  jenks,  daugh- 
ter of  (jeorge  h'oster  and  Sally  (Benedict)  Jenks. 
Mrs.  Cooke  is  a woman  of  culture  and  refinement. 
She  is  active  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  Paw- 
tucket Chapter,  D.  R.  She  and  her  step-daugh- 
ter reside  in  the  beautiful  home  on  Lyon  street. 

.Mrs.  Cooke  is  descended  from  some  of  the  most 
prominent  families  of  the  State — the  Jencks,  Ben- 
edicts, etc. 

Jk.ncks.  The  Jencks  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  distinguished  in  Rhode  Island.  Full  and 


complete  records  of  the  early  members  of  the  fam- 
ily appear  elsewhere,  and  here  we  give  merely  an 
outline  of  the  direct  line  of  Mrs.  Cooke.  Joseph 
Jencks,  the  first  of  the  name  in  the  New  World, 
was  a native  of  Buckinghamshire,  England,  and 
came  to  Salem,  Ma^.,  m 1645.  He  was  the  first 
founder,  working  iifljrass  and  iron,  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent,  and  man}-  of  his  descendants  have 
followed  the  same  calling.  The  name  is  variously 
spelled,  Jenks,  Jencks,  Jenckes.  ^ 

Joseph  Jencks,  son  of  Joseph  the  emigrant,  was 
born  in  England,  in  1632.  He  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Salem,  and  was  the  first  to  come  to  wdiat 
is  now  I’awtucket,  R.  I.  He,  too,  was  a worker 
in  brass  and  iron.  In  1676  his  forge  was  destroyed 
by  the  Indians  active  in  King  Philip's  war.  He 
became  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  towm. 
and  held  the  office  of  assistant  for  a number  of 
years.  He  married  Esther  Ballard,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  Ballard,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children.  He  died  Jan.  4,  1717. 

Joseph  Jencks,  son  of  Joseph  and  the  third  to 
bear  the  name,  was  born  in  what  is  now^  Pawtucket, 
in  1656.  He  was  known  as  Governor  Joseph  and 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his  day 
in  New  England,  and  was  in  public  office  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  Between  1691  and  1732 
he  was  deputy,  deputy  speaker  of  deputies,  assis- 
tant, deputy  governor  and  governor.  He  died  June 
15,  1740,  the  father  of  si.x  children.  His  first  wife 
was  Martha  Brown,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Brown  ; his  second  wife  w'as  .Tlice  Whipple,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Sarah  (Whipple)  Smith,  and 
widow  of  John  De.xter. 

Nathaniel  Jencks,  son  of  Governor  Joseph,  was 
born  in  Pawtucket,  and  became  noted  for  his  great 
physical  strength.  He  lifted  upon  his  back,  by 
resting  on  his  hands  and  knees,  a stick  of  timber 
which  weighed  over  1,300  pounds.  He  was  a cap- 
tain in  the  Rhode  Island  militia.  He  was  a gate- 
keei)er  on  the  Rhode  Island  side  of  the  Pawtucket 
river,  and  during  an  epidemic  of  smallpox  in  Bos- 
ton and  nearby  towns  in  IMassachusetts,  the  town 
of  Pawtucket  erected  a high  fence  to  keep  out  the 
Massachusetts  people.  On  a dark  night  a stranger 
knocked  at  the  gate  to  pass  through,  but  Capt. 
Jeucks  told  him  he  could  not  be  admitted  because 
the  bridge  was  taken  up  to  the  eastward  of  the 
fence,  whereupon  the  man  said  it  was  not  so,  as 
he  had  ridden  across  the  bridge  from  the  east,  so 
it  could  not  be  up.  On  investigating  the  Captain 
found  the  stranger  had  crossed  on  horseback  on  a 
single  string  of  timber.  Ca])tain  Jencks  married 
Catharine  Scott,  and  their  children  were : Ann, 
who  married  Jonathan  Poster;  Martha,  who  mar- 
ried David  Harris;  John;  Catharine,  who  married 
John  Olney ; and  Joseph. 

John  Jencks,  eldest  son  of  Capt.  Nathaniel,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Pawtucket,  and  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  A })art  of  the  farm  was  situated 
on  what  is  known  as  Church  Hill.  He  died  April 
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2,  1810,  the  father  of  three  sons:  Esek,  Sylvanus 
and  George. 

George  Jencks,  youngest  son  of  John,  was  born 
on  the  farm  in  Pawtucket,  and  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary struggle,  he  served  as  a musician.  After 
his  death  his  widow  received  a pension  from  the 
government.  He  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Pawtucket,  which  he  continued  until 
ill  health  compelled  him  to  retire.  He  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  Pawtucket,  and  there  died, 
leaving  a large  family,  namely:  Nathaniel  Hiller, 
Lemuel  Holmes,  James  VHrnum,  Eliza,  George 
Foster,  William  Thompson  and  Albert  Carlisle. 

George  Foster  Jenks,  son  of  George,  also  made 
his  home  in  Pawtucket,  where  he  was  a well  known 
citizen.  He  was  the  first  to  spell  the  name  Jenks. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  grew 
up  to  manhood,  becoming  an  operator  in  a mill. 
Later  he  became  a manufacturer  of  cloth  in  Paw- 
tucket, having  as  a partner,  Charles  Holes,  a son- 
in-law.  They  conducted  a successful  business  in 
cotton  cloth  manufacture.  When  he  retired  from 
active  business,  he  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Pawtucket,  where  he  was  known  as  a substantial 
citizen.  He  married  Sally  Benedict,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  but  reared  in  Pawtucket  by 
her  half-brother.  Rev.  Daniel  Benedict,  at  the  old 
Benedict  homestead.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Benedict.  Hr.  Jenks  died  June  2,  1882, 
aged  ninety  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1885.  They  botli  rest  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery  at 
Pawtucket.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  which  he  was  a deacon.  Their  children 
were : Clarissa  G.,  who  married  Charles  i\Ioies, 
and  died  in  Pawtucket ; Daniel,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849,  ^’“'4  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two  years  ; Eliza  Rogers,  who  married  Rufus  Av- 
erill,  and  died  in  Pawtucket;  Haria  Jackson,  who 
died  young : Sally  L.,  who  married  William  Cooke ; 
and  Ellen  }iloies,  who  died  aged  five  years. 

BENEDICT  (Pawtucket  family).  For  a hun- 
dred years  and  more  the  name  Benedict  has  been 
one  familiar  in  Rhode  Island  history  and  especially 
prominent  has  it  been  at  Pawtucket  and  vicinity 
where  figured  the  late  Rev.  David  Benedict,  D.  D., 
minister,  historian,  author,  etc.,  and  the  late  Deacon 
Stephen  Benedict,  manufacturer,  bank  president, 
etc.,  both  of  whom  were  prominent  in  the  Baptist 
denomination,  the  former  for  twenty-five  years  pas- 
tor of  the  local  church  at  Pawtucket  and  the  latter 
for  that  length  of  time  a deacon  in  the  church. 

These  men  were  half  brothers,  sons  of  Thomas 
Benedict,  and  traced  their  lineage  back  four  gener- 
ations beyond  their  American  ancestor — Thomas 
Benedict,  whose  father  was  William  Benedict  (3). 
who  had  married  (second)  Widow  Bridgham. 
William  Benedict  (3)  was  the  son  of  William  (2) 
and  William  (2)  a son  of  William  Benedict,  who 
as  early  as  1500  was  living  in  Nottinghamshire, 
England. 


(I)  Thomas  Benedict,  son  of  William  Benedict 
(3),  was  born  in  1617,  in  England,  and  during  his 
minority  was  apprenticed  to  a weaver,  and  after- 
ward, in  1637,  when  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his 
age,  came  to  New  England  with  his  step-sister, 
Hary  Bridgham,  the  latter  a daughter  of  “Widow 
Bridgham”  noted  above.  After  the  arrival  of  the 
couple  in  New  England  they  were  married  and  lived 
for  some  time  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony, 
then  removed  to  Southold,  Lond  Island,  where  were 
born  to  them  several  sons  and  daughters,  namely ; 
John,  Samuel,  James,  Daniel,  Betty,  Hary,  Sarah, 
and  Rebecca.  From  there  the  family  removed  to  a 
farm  belonging  to  the  town  called  Hassahammac, 
thence  to  Huntington,  where  they  lived  for  some 
years.  They  next  removed  to  Jamaica,  Long  Is- 
land, where  Thomas,  their  eldest  son,  married  Hary 
IMessenger  of  that  town,  and  after  living  there 
some  years,  “cast  all  of”  and  removed  to  Norwalk 
in  Fairfield  county.  Colony  of  Connecticut,  with  all 
their  family,  where  they  “walked  with  a perfect 
heart.”  They  were  strict  observers  of  the  Lord's 
Day  from  “even  to  even,”  and  says  one  of  their 
descendants  “I  think  it  may  be  said  of  them  as  it 
was  of  Zachariah  and  Elizabeth,  that  they  walked 
in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless,  and  ob- 
tained a good  report  through  faith.”  Their  ex- 
cellent example  had  a good  effect  through  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  their  children.  Hr.  Benedict 
was  made  a deacon  in  the  church  in  Norwalk  and 
used  that  office  to  good  satisfaction  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1690,  then  aged  seventy-two  years. 
He  was  succeeded  in  that  office  by  two  of  his  sons. 
John  and  Samuel,  who  used  that  office  until  old 
age  rendered  him  unable  to  serve.  Up  to  1853 
seven  of  the  name  and  family  have  used  the  office 
of  deacon. 

(H)  Deacon  John  Benedict,  son  of  Deacon 
Thomas,  born  in  Southold,  Long  Island,  marriea 
Phebe,  daughter  of  John  Gregory,  of  Norwalk. 
Conn.  Hr.  Benedict  became  a freeman  of  Nor- 
walk in  1680,  was  selectman  in  that  year  and  in 
1692,  1694  and  1699.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Colonial  Assembly  in  1722  and  1725.  He,  too, 
served  as  deacon  in  the  church.  His  children  were : 
Sarah,  Phebe.  John.  Jonathan,  Benjamin,  Joseph, 
James,  Harv  and  Thomas. 

(HI)  Thomas  Benedict  (2),  son  of  Deacon 
John,  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  in  1682.  married  in 
1705  Hilison,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hyatt,  and  they 
lived  in  Norwalk.  Hr.  Benedict  served  as  an  offi- 
cer in  the  Indian  war,  was  selectman  of  his  town, 
represented  it  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  was 
moderator  of  town  meeting.  He  died  in  Norwalk 
in  1763.  His  children  were:  Ebenezer,  David. 
John,  Thomas,  Betty  and  Seth.  The  father  was 
noted  for  his  wonderful  power  of  voice,  it  being 
said  that  he  could  make  himself  distinctly  heard 
for  over  a mile. 

(I\’)  Thomas  Benedict  (3),  son  of  Thomas 
(2),  born  in  1720,  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  married  in 
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1740,  Abigail  Scrivener.  They  lived  in  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  where  Mr.  Benedict  died  in  1760.  He  was 
a surveyor.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  Uriah, 
Stephen  and  one  who  married  a iMorehouse.  Two 
of  these  sons,  Uriah  and  Stephen,  married  and  re- 
moved to  iNIilton,  Saratoga  Co.,  New  York. 

(V)  Thomas  Benedict  (4),  son  of  Thomas  (3), 
horn  Sept.  28,  1758,  lived  at  New  Canaan,  near 
Norwalk,  Conn.  He  married  (first)  Martha  Scud- 
der,  of  Long  Island,  and  after  her  death,  iMrs.  Eliz- 
abeth Seeley,  of  New  Canaan.  He  married  (third) 
Mrs.  Selote  Sprague,  of  iNIilton,  Saratoga  county. 
New  York,  whither  he  had  removed.  He  later  re- 
moved to  New  Lisbon.  Otsego  county,  and  finally 
to  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  where  he  died  Oct.  28,  1839. 
In  his  family  of  children  was  a daughter  Sally,  who 
married  George  Foster  Jenks,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
and  was  the  mother  of  Sally,  who  married  William 
Cooke,  of  Pawtucket. 

(VI)  David  Benedict,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mar- 
tha (Scudder)  Benedict,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1779, 
in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  be- 
gan a seven  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  shoemak- 
er’s trade  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Canaan. 
After  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  apprentice- 
ship he  worked  at  his  trade  for  one  year  in  New 
York.  During  these  years  he  cultivated  a taste  for 
reading,  for  which  he  had  a fondness — especially 
for  historical  reading,  and  this  together  with  the 
religious  faith  which  he  publicly  confessed  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  was  destined  to  control  the  whole  of 
his  subsequent  life.  He  soon  began  to  aspire  to  a 
literary  education,  and  in  1802  he  became  a student 
in  a school  at  INIount  Pleasant,  now  Sing  Sing,  N. 
Y.,  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson, 
where  he  pursued  classical  studies  and  was  an  as- 
sistant instructor  in  certain  English  branches.  At 
the  end  of  a little  more  than  two  years  he  was  able 
to  enter  college,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Junior 
year;  this  he  did  at  Brown,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1806,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years.  Immediately  after  gradu- 
ation he  commenced  preaching  for  the  Baptist 
Church,  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  which  church  had 
been  formed  a year  previously,  and  he  was  soon 
ordained  and  settled  as  pastor,  a relation  he  sus- 
tained to  the  church  for  twenty-five  years.  Re- 
linquishing the  pastorate  of  the  church  early  in 
1828.  in  the  midst  of  the  anti-Masonic  excitement 
which  then  raged  in  the  country  (he  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity),  he  did  not  seek  for 
any  other  settlement,  though  for  two  years  he 
preached  as  a stated  supi)ly  to  the  church  in  the 
village  of  Albion. 

Dr.  Benedict  had  for  many  years  been  engaged 
in  collecting  materials  for  the  History  of  the  Bap- 
tists in  the  United  States,  and  to  some  extent,  in 
other  countries,  and  had  already  i)rinted  several 
volumes  relating  to  the  sulqect.  These  materials 
had  been  collected  in  various  journeys  and  by  an 
extensive  C'  rres])ondence.  He  now  determined 


to  devote  himself  to  the  further  prosecution  of  this 
and  of  kindred  plans  of  literary  labor.  For  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  correspondence  which 
these  plans  involved,  he  obtained  an  appointment 
as  postmaster  at  Pawtucket  and  held  that  office  for 
ten  years,  the  work,  however,  being  principally 
done  by  his  sons.  In  labors  of  this  and  of  kindred 
kinds,  he  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his  long 
life  after  retiring  from  the  active  ministry. 

The  most  important  of  the  published  works  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Benedict  are  as  follows : History  of  the 
Baptists,  1813;  Abridgment  of  Robertson’s  His- 
tory of  Baptism,  1817;  Abridgment  of  the  History 
of  the  Baptists,  1820;  History  of  all  Religions, 
1824;  History  of  the  Baptists,  continued,  1848; 
and  Fifty  Years  Among  the  Baptists,  i860.  Dur- 
ing the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  while  passing 
from  the  age  of  eighty  to  that  of  ninety-five  years, 
he  wrote  a history  of  the  ancient  schism  of  the  Do- 
natists,  in  the  fourth  century,  which  he  completed 
a few  months  before  his  death.  Ihis  work  was 
printed  only  in  a limited  edition,  and  furnished  to 
relatives  only,  as  a memorial  of  filial  respect,  by 
one  of  his  children.  He  also  during  the  same  pe- 
riod made  large  progress  in  the  compilation  of  a 
Compendium  of  Church  History,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  Christianity.  He  also  wrote  much  for  the 
religious  press  and  published  other  works  of  minor 
importance  which  are  not  named  in  the  foregoing. 
He  was,  at  the  same  time,  busy  in  making  collec- 
tions of  materials  for  history,  especially  for  the 
history  of  religious  bodies,  which  in  his  closing 
years  he  distributed  among  several  Historical  So- 
cieties. He  was  a frequent  contributor  to  periodi- 
cals and  newspapers.  His  reminiscences  of  Paw- 
tucket published  in  1853-54-55-58  and  1864,  in  the 
Pawtucket  Gazette  and  Chronicle,  which,  however, 
were  never  printed  in  book-form,  contain  much  val- 
uable data  about  the  history  of  Pawtucket.  An 
abridged  form  of  these  reminiscences  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Pawtucket  and  Central  Falls  Direc- 
tory for  1869-70. 

Rev.  Dr.  Benedict  was  also  connected  with  the 
founding  of  many  new  churches  and  the  organiza- 
tion of  associations  for  education  and  Christian 
philanthro})y  connected  with  the  Baptist  denomi- 
nation in  the  United  States.  To  the  end  of  his 
life  he  retained  his  eyesight  almost  unimpaired,  and 
was  accustomed  daily  to  use  his  eyes  both  for  writ- 
ing and  reading,  alike  by  night  and  by  day. 

In  1816  Dr.  Benedict  was  chosen  a trustee  of 
Brown  University,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
had  been  the  senior  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees for  sixteen  years.  In  1851  he  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Shurt- 
leff  College,  Illinois. 

In  t8o8.  Dr.  Benedict  was  married  to  IMarga- 
ret  Huhbel,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gano.  of 
Providence,  who  died  in  186S,  after  a married  life 
of  sixty  years.  Twelve  children  blessed  the  mar- 
riage, namely:  Cornelia,  Stephen,  Rebecca, 
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Thomas,  John,  David,  John  (2),  James,  jMaria, 
Joseph,  Newton  and  George. 

Dr.  Benedict  died  Dec.  5,  1874,  at  Pawtucket, 
R.  L,  aged  ninety-five  years. 

JOSEPH  M.  HOXSIE.  The  name  of  Hoxsie, 
in  Rhode  Island  history,  dates  back  as  far  as  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Gideon  Hox- 
sie, the  progenitor  of  the  branch  of  the  family  to 
which  Joseph  M.  Hoxsie  belongs,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Richmond.  He  married  Deborah  Barber, 
of  Richmond,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  follows : 
Serena,  who  married  George  Niles,  of  Richmond; 
Asa  T.,  who  married  Nancy  B.  Wilcox;  Alfred, 
who  married  Sarah  Sanders,  of  Charlestown ; Sa- 
rah, who  married  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Richmond ; 
Abbie,  who  married  Hazard  Burdick ; Potter,  who 
never  married ; Caleb,  who  married  Elizabeth  Bur- 
dick ; Gideon,  who  married  Harriet  Burdick ; and 
Johannah,  who  married  Horace  Burdick. 

Of  the  foregoing  family,  Asa  T.  Hoxsie  mar- 
ried, in  1837,  Nancy  B.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Wilcox,  of  Charlestown,  and  children  as  foP 
lows  came  to  this  union:  Martha,  born  in  1837; 
Abbie,  born  in  1839;  Maria,  born  in  1840;  Anna, 
born  in  1841 ; Sarah,  born  in  1843,  who  died  in 
young  girlhood;  Mary,  born  in  1850;  Joseph  M., 
born  March  10,  1852;  Ella,  born  in  1854;  and  Asa 
T.,  born  in  i860.  Asa  T.  Hoxsie,  the  father  of  the 
above  family,  was  born  in  1813,  in  the  town  of 
Richmond.  He  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  the  care 
of  his  farm,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his 
friends  he  became  a candidate  and  was  elected  to 
the  General  Assembly,  afterward  serving  as  coun- 
cilman. He  died  in  1902,  in  the  faith  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Charlestown. 

Joseph  M.  Hoxsie  was  born  March  10,  1852, 
and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm,  his  education  being  limited  to 
that  which  the  district  school  affords.  He  was 
married  Nov.  26,  1875,  to  Lucy  A.  Briggs,  daugh- 
ter of  Bowers  Briggs,  and  one  son  came  to  this 
union,  Willard  M.,  born  in  1878,  who  married 
Laura  M.  Cook.  Joseph  M.  Hoxsie  carries  on 
farming,  to  which  he  devotes  his  entire  time  and 
attention,  having  but  little  time  for  interests  not 
connected  with  his  daily  home  pursuits.  He  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Charlestown.  He  is  a stanch  Prohibitionist,  and 
is  greatly  interested  in  every  movement  connected 
with  the  cause  of  temperance. 

CLARENCE  E.  PECKHAM,  who  is  connected 
with  the  United  States  Life  Saving  Station  at 
Brenton’s  Point,  Newport,  is  descended  from  one 
of  New  England’s  oldest  settled  families,  he  be- 
ing in  the  eighth  generation  in  lineal  descent  from 
John  Peckham,  the  emigrant  of  the  Peckham  family 
of  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Peckham  appears  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
in  1638,  his  name  appearing  May  20th  of  that  year 


in  a list  of  those  who  were  admitted  inhabitants 
of  Newport.  He  was  associated  with  the  Clarkes 
and  others  who  were  among  the  active  supporters 
of  Anne  Hutchinson ; was  a brother-in-law  of  John 
Clarke ; and  his  lands  were  allotted  along  with 
those  of  William  h'reeborn,  John  Coggeshall  and 
others,  who  were  the  first  settlers  of  the  Island  of 
x\quidneck  in  1638.  Pie  was  admitted  a freeman 
INIarch  16,  1641.  He  was  one  of  the  ten  male 
members  in  communion  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  1648.  His  residence  was  in  that  part  of  New- 
port which  afterwards  became  Middletown,  and  a 
stone  marked  “J.  P.”  (on  land  owned  by  \A’illiam 
F.  Peckham)  is  supposed  to  mark  his  grave.  Mr. 
Peckham  married  (first)  IMary  Clarke,  and  the 
Christian  name  of  his  (second)  wife  was  Eleanor, 
His  children,  according  to  Arnold,  were : John, 
William,  Stephen,  Thomas,  Clement,  James,  Sarah, 
Rebecca,  Deborah,  Phebe  and  Elizabeth. 

(H)  Thomas  Peckham,  son  of  John,  married 

(first)  , and  (second)  Hannah,  daughter 

of  Wdlliam  W eeden,  and  widow  of  William  Clarke. 
Mr.  Peckham  lived  in  Newport.  R.  L,  and  was  a 
weaver  by  trade.  Fie  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  in  1677.  He 
was  a deputy  to  the  General  Court  that  met  IMay 
4,  1708.  He  died  in  1709,  and  his  widow  re-mar- 
ried. His  children  were:  Philip,  born  Oct.  "27, 
1680;  Daniel,  in  1692;  Thomas,  Aug.  19,  1693; 
Uriah,  Nov.  20,  1697;  a son,  June  8,  1700;  Hannah, 
in  1701;  Sarah,  Sept.  29,  1703;  and  James,  Jan. 
24,  1707. 

(HI)  Daniel  Peckham,  born  in  1692,  son  of 
Thomas,  married  Feb.  ii,  1720,  Mary,  born  ]\Iay 

21,  1700,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Ross. 
Mr.  Peckham  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Newport, 
R.  I.,  May  5,  1713,  and  of  \\'esterly,  R.  I.,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1733.  He  lived  in  Westerly.  Flis  children 
were:  Hannah,  born  Oct.  23,  1720;  Mary,  Feb. 

22,  1722;  Daniel,  Sept.  25,  1726;  Sarah,  Aug.  31, 
1729;  Abel,  Feb.  7,  1732;  James,  Nov.  14,  1736; 
and  Ann,  Sept.  20,  1742. 

(IV)  Abel  Peckham,  son  of  Daniel,  born  Feb. 
7,  1732-33,  married  Feb.  24.  1754,  Rebecca  Bur- 
dick. They  lived  in  Westerly,  where  he  died  in 
1825.  Their  children  were:  Braddock,  who  re- 
moved in  1802  to  Petersburg,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
there;  Susanna,  who  married  a Mr.  Johnson; 
Amey,  who  married  in  1791,  in  Westerly,  Thomas 
Hull;  Peleg,  born  in  1759,  who  married  in  1787, 
Elizabeth  Stetson  (Peleg  Peckham  was  a soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  His  sons  were  warned  out  to  de- 
fend Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1814,  when  he  carried 
his  own  musket  used  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
and  went  with  them.  He  was  a private  in  the 
Washington  County,  R.  L,  Continental  Line.  He 
was  pensioned  for  his  services,  his  pension  com- 
mencing March  4,  1831)  : James,  born  in  1776; 
Joshua,  who  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
married  and  lived  there  some  fifteen  years,  then 
removed  to  the  State  of  Nebraska,  where  his  son 
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Joshua  and  the  latter's  sons  are  said  to  liave  owned 
the  townshi])  of  Peckham  ; Lodowich ; Rowland, 
and  Rebecca. 

(\')  James  I\'ckham.  son  of  Abel,  was  born 
in  1776.  in  Charlestown,  and  married  Charlotte 
Hyde.  He  died  Dec.  5,  1846,  in  Charlestown,  R. 
1.,  where  he  had  resided. 

(\'I)  Charles  D.  Peckham,  son  of  James, 
horn  in  1821.  in  Xiantic,  R.  I.,  married  ]\Iary  Ann 
Saunders,  of  Xiantic.  There  he  lived  engaged 
in  farming,  and  there  he  died  Dec.  9,  1871.  His 
children  were : George,  who  died  within  a year 
or  two ; Emma,  who  married  Alphonso  Bentley ; 
Hannah,  who  married  Jesse  Gould  ; Stephen  C. ; 
C)rrin,  now  deceased:  and  William  J.,  now  living 
in  Xiantic. 

(\’II)  Stephen  Christopher  Peckham.  son  of 
Charles  D..  born  Aug.  22.  1847,  ^^’esterly.  R.  1., 
married  June  6,  1878,  Grace  Louise  Eldridge, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  Eldridge.  They. reside  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  where  Mr.  Peckham  is  en- 
gaged in  the  fishing  industry.  Their  children  are ; 
Clarence  E. ; Annie  Louise,  wife  of  Howard  \\'il- 
co.x.  Captain  of  the  Quonochontaug  Life  Saving 
Station  : and  INI  ary  Elizabeth,  at  home. 

(\TII)  Clarence  E.  Peckham.  son  of  Stephen 
C..  was  horn  Eeb.  4.  1880,  in  Xiantic.  town  of 
Westerly.  R.  I.,  and  in  the  local  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  received  his  early  educational  training, 
after  which  he  spent  a year  as  a student  at  the 
South  Lancaster  (iNIass.)  Academy.  After  leaving 
school  he  then  spent  about  three  years  as  a clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  yard-master  of  the  Xew  York. 
Xew  Haven  & Hartford  railroad,  at  Provi- 
dence. On  Dec.  i.  1903.  Mr.  Peckham  became  a 
surfman  in  the  United  States  Life  Saving  Ser- 
vice. stationed  at  Brenton’s  Point.  Xewport.  in 
which  ca])acity  he  has  since  continued  faithfully. 

]\lr.  Peckham  holds  membership  in  the  Jr.  6. 
U.  A.  M..  affiliating  with  the  lodge  at  Shannock, 
Rhode  Island. 

On  Eeb.  19.  1907.  Mr.  Peckham  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Anne  L.  Kimball,  of  Xashua, 
X.  H..  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Lora  (TarbelD 
Kimball.  To  this  union  was  born  Feb.  13.  1908, 
a daughter,  Dorothy. 

I'lTZ.  (Family  of  the  late  Rev.  William,  of 
Burrillville.)  Robert  I'itts.  h'itt  or  Eitz,  he  signing 
his  name  “Robert  I'itt,  Planter,"  says  tradition, 
came  from  England  in  1635,  .settling  first  in  Ips- 
wicb.  Later  he  was  a resiclent  of  Salisbury,  Mass. 
He  married  Grace  Lord,  and  died  at  I])swich  May 
9.  1665.  his  widow  ])assing  away  there  April  25. 
1684.  Their  only  child  was  Abraham,  and  from 
him  descend  the  members  of  the  old  family  resid- 
ing in  America. 

Jeremiah  h'itz.  grandfather  of  Rev.  Y'illiam 
I'itz.  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Lake  Erie  under  O.  II.  Perry.  He  had  a 
son  Jeremiah,  born  Xov.  17,  1794,  in  Haverhill, 


IMass.,  who  resided  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
in  Chelsea,  iMass.,  but  died  Xov.  26,  1868,  in  Bur- 
rillville, R.  L,  at  the  home  of  his  son  William. 
He  was  a carpenter  by  occupation.  He  married 
Hannah  Eaton,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  seven 
sons,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  Hon.  Eustace 
Eitz,  who  was  mayor  of  Chelsea,  IMass.,  State 
Senator,  and  a member  of  the  governor's  staff. 

Rev.  William  Eitz  was  born  Aug.  5,  1828, 
in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  in 
and  about  Boston.  He  educated  himself  while 
working  to  pay  his  way,  attending  the  public 
schools  of  Boston,  Worce.ster  (Mass.)  Academy 
and  finally  Brown  University.  However,  he  did 
not  graduate  from  the  latter  institution,  being 
obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  an  attack  of  illness 
a year  before  graduation.  He  further  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  Xewton  Theological  Institute,  and  in 
August,  1857.  accepted  a call  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Westerly,  where  remarkable  additions 
■were  made  to  the  church  during  his  pastorate. 
Thence  he  was  called  to  the  South  Baptist  Church 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1859,  preaching  there  until 
his  health  became  impaired,  in  1861.  In  the  latter 
part  of  1861  he  was  recalled  to  Y’esterly.  In 
1866  he  was  called  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  to  Xorth  Berwick,  Alaine,  and  to 
Beloit,  Wis.,  accepting  the  pastorate  at  Haverhill, 
where  he  continued  to  labor  until  1869.  Around 
this  period  he  lived  for  a time  at  his  wife's  home 
in  Burrillville. 

In  1870  Rev.  Mr.‘  Eitz  received  a call  to  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Montpelier,  \’t.,  as  well  as 
two  others — to  iMarquette,  IMich..  and  to  the  Third 
Baptist  Church  in  Xew  York  City.  Accepting  the 
pastorate  at  IMontpelier,  he  remained  there  two 
years,  when  he  was  called  to  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  preaching  there  until  failing  health  again 
necessitated  his  retirement.  L’pon  his  recovery  he 
once  more  located  in  Burrillville,  supplying  the 
Free  Baptist  Church  at  Pascoag  for  nearly  a year 
and  a half,  after  which  he  organized  the  Berean 
Baptist  Church  at  Harrisville,  for  which  he 
preached  several  years.  He  secured  the  nucleus 
of  a building  fund,  and  left  the  church  in  a highly 
prosperous  condition  when  he  accepted  a call  to 
East  Providence,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church  for  six  years.  In  the  year 
1887  he  was  called  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Rumney,  X.  IL,  which  he  accepted.  At  this  time 
he  was  also  called  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Colorado  S]irings.  Colo.  He  stayed  at  Rumney 
three  years,  when  he  was  again  taken  ill,  and  from 
that  time  was  obliged  to  relinquish  regular  preach- 
ing. He  removeil  to  Providence  in  1891  and  for 
several  years  supplied  the  Fourth  Baptist  Church 
and  others  in  the  vicinity,  as  they  had  need  and 
his  health  allowed.  In  1894  he  went  back  to  Bur- 
rillville, at  whicb  jilace  his  death  occurred  Jan. 
8.  1895:  he  was  buried  beside  his  father  in  a 
private  graveyard  on  the  Dr.  Levi  Eddy  farm,  north 
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of  Harrisville.  Rev.  William  Fitz  was  not  only 
known  as  a most  successful  preacher,  but  also  as  a 
student  and  writer,  and  he  was  a frequent  con- 
tributor to  the  papers  of  the  denomination.  He  was 
also  vitally  interested  in  educational  matters,  and. 
served  several  times  as  a member  of  the  school 
committee  in  the  towns  where  he  was  located.  In 
1876  he  was  superintendent  of  schools  in  Burrill- 
ville,  and  wrote  a history  of  the  schools  of  that 
town. 

On  Aug.  26,  1856,  Mr.  Fitz  was  married  to 
Ellen  L.  Salisbury,  who  was  born  April  16,  1836, 
in  Providence,  daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and  Emeline 
(Eddy)  Salisbury.  Mrs.  Fitz  is  now  a resident 
of  Providence.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
this  union;  (i)  William  Ernest,  born  June  19, 
1858,  is  connected  with  the  Saylesville  Bleachery. 
He  married  Viola  Sherman,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Ernest  S.  and  Harold  S.  (2)  Arthur 
Salisbury,  born  March  24,  i860,  (3)  Edward  Eu- 
stace, born  Aug.  23,  1862,  and  (4)  Howard  Whit- 
tier, born  March  6,  1866,  are  all  mentioned  farther 
on.  (5)  Nelly  Faith,  born  March  14,  1870,  is  en- 
gaged as  a music  teacher.  (6)  Emeline  Eddy,  born 
Aug.  26,  1876,  graduated  from  Brown  University 
in  1900  and  is  now  a teacher  in  the  high  school  at 
Pascoag,  Rhode  Island. 

Arthur  Salisbury  Fitz,  second  son  of  Rev. 
William  Fitz,  and  a man  of  prominence  through- 
out Rhode  Island,  was  born  March  24,  i860,  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  an  infant  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Rhode  Island.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Mowry 
and  Goff  school  in  Providence,  and  in  1878,  soon 
after  leaving  school,  took  up  farming  on  the  home 
place  in  Burrillville.  When  about  eighteen  he  be- 
came bookkeeper  for  the  Nicholson  File  Company, 
at  Providence.  There  he  remained  nine  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  was  steadily  promoted,  until 
when  he  left  the  concern  he  was  filling  the  position 
of  assistant  treasurer.  He  then,  in  company  with 
his  brother,  William  E.,  established  a creamery 
in  Burrillville,  doing  business  under  the  name  of 
Fitz  Brothers,  but  they  later  disposed  of  their  plant 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Creamery  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence, of  which  Arthur  S.  Fitz  became  treasurer. 
Mr.  Fitz  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  agriculture,  and  in  former 
years  was  a leader  in  all  movements  for  its  ad- 
vancement. During  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Harrison  Mr.  Fitz  was  appointed,  by  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  Jeremiah  Rusk.  State  statis- 
tical agent  of  Rhode  Island,  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  holding  the  office  several  years.  In 
1890  he  established  at  Providence  the  “Pomona 
Herald”  and  “New  England  Rural  Home,”  the 
first  agricultural  paper  established  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  on  April  2,  1892,  moved  to  Pascoag  and 
started  the  first  copy  of  the  Pascoag  Herald.  Later 
the  Pascoag  Herald  and  Biirrilhnllc  Neu^s  Gazette 
were  issued  together,  Mr.  Fitz  managing  the  plant 


for  ten  years ; he  is  at  present  president  of  the 
Pascoag  Herald  Company.  iMr.  Fitz  was  for  some 
time  connected  with  the  “Manufacturers’  Gazette,” 
of  Boston,  having  charge  of  the  advertising  depart- 
ment, and  then  became  manager  of  the  Standard 
Advertising  Company  of  Providence,  which  under 
his  management  prospered  greatly. 

Mr.  Fitz  has  had  various  other  interests.  In 
1890  he  became  president  of  the  Providence  Pe- 
troleum Company,  operating  oil  fields  in  South- 
eastern Ohio.  After  three  years  this  company  dis- 
posed of  its  holdings  at  an  advance  of  350  per 
cent.  In  1902  Mr.  Fitz  became  interested  in  In- 
fantry Hall,  Providence,  and  formed  the  Realty 
Company  of  America,  becoming  president  thereof 
and  having  charge  of  Infantry  Hall.  Since  taking 
charge  he  has  greatly  improved  the  property  and 
his  increased  the  earnings  over  five  hundred  per 
cent.  In  previous  years  Mr.  Fitz  was  very  promi- 
nent in  Grange  circles,  having  been  the  prime 
mover  ih  the  organization  of  Burrillville  Grange 
and  the  Providence  County  Pomona,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Grange,  holding  many  of  the  of- 
fices in  each  body ; he  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  first  executive  committee  of  the  State  Grange. 
He  was  very  active  in  the  movement  which  resulted 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Rhode  Island  Agricul- 
tural College  at  Kingston. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Fitz  is  an  independent 
Republican.  In  1886-87  he  served  as  a member  of 
the  town  council  of  Burrillville,  being  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  both  the  principal  parties,  and  then 
declined  to  continue  in  the  office  longer.  In  1903 
he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  State  Return- 
ing Board,  in  1905  becoming  chairman,  which  po- 
sition he  still  holds.  Mr.  Fitz  is  a Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Granite  Lodge,  No.  26,  A.  F.  & A.  i\I. ; 
Scituate  Chapter;  and  Woonsocket  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar. 

Mr.  Fitz  married  Delia  'M.  Richardson,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  A.  Richardson,  of  Douglass,  Mass., 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  four  children, 
Arthur  E.,  Robert  R.,  Mollie  E.  and  Josephine  S. 
Arthur  E.,  the  eldest,  closed  his  studies  at  the  Rhode 
Island  Agricultural  College  in  1906,  in  the  scien- 
tific course,  and  has  taken  an  advanced  course  in 
electrical  work  at  the  General  Electric  Works, 
Lynn,  Mass.  Robert  R.  and  the  daughters  still 
reside  at  home. 

Edward  Eustace  Fitz,  third  son  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam and  Ellen  L.  (Salisbury)  Fitz,  was  born  Aug. 
23,  1862,  at  M’esterly,  R.  I.,  and  his  studies  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years  were  pursued 
in  the  schools  of  the  places  at  which  his  father  was 
located.  In  1878  he  became  a clerk  in  the  retail 
store  of  D.  C.  & C.  S.  Remiqgton,  at  Harrisville, 
where  he  remained  a few  months,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Providence  anti  continued  in  the  same 
business.  In  1881  he  became  a clerk  for  the 
Nicholson  File  Company,  of  Providence,  in  which 
he  was  steadily  promoted,  becoming  superintend- 
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cut’s  clerk  and  finally  purchasing  agent,  and  re- 
mained with  the  company  nine  years.  ^ He  next 
secured  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  New 
American  File  Company,  of  Central  Falls,  which 
concern  was  purchased  in  November,  1890,  by  the 
Nicholson  File  Company,  with  whom  he  remained 
in  the  same  position  until  the  spring  of  1896,  when 
he  assumed  control  as  superintendent  of  the  parent 
plant  at  Providence — the  position  he  has  since  held. 
Under  i\lr.  Fitz's  administration  the  Central  Falls 
plant  increased  its  daily  output  from  over  four 
hundred  dozen  to  eleven  hundred  dozen. 

Hr.  Fitz  is  vice-president  and  secretary  of  the 
Realty  Company  of  America,  of  which  his  brother, 
Arthur  S.,  is  president.  He  is  a Republican  in  po- 
litical faith,  but  has  never  cared  for  public  office. 
He  is  a member  of  no  secret  societies  or  clubs, 
being  a man  thoroughly  domestic  in  his  habits. 

On  Hay  26,  1886,  Hr.  Fitz  was  married  to 
IMinnie  L.  Whelden,  of  East  Providence,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Whelden,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel 
^\'helden.  Two  children  came  to  this  marriage: 
Helen  E.,  born  Nov.  24,  1888,  was  educated  at 
the  iNloses  Brown  School  and  is  now  pursuing  a 
course  of  study  in  music.  Erie  W.,  born  Feb.  i, 
1891,  is  attending  the  Moses  Brown  School. 

Hr.  Fitz  was  again  married,  in  August,  1905, 
to  Lillian  iMetzger,  of  Providence. 

Howard  Whittier  Fitz,  youngest  son  of  Rev. 
\\'illiam  and  Ellen  L.  (Salisbury)  Fitz,  was  born 
IMarch  6,  1866,  in  Haverhill,  Hass.,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  Howry  and 
Goff’s  school,  Providence,  and  Columbian  Univer- 
sity, Washington,  D.  C.,  graduating  from  the  latter 
in  September,  1892,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws.  In  1895  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  retained  as  office 
counselor  by  the  Sherer  Brothers  Company,  who 
at  that  time  had  a large  mercantile  establishment 
on  River  street,  Chicago.  He  remained  there  un- 
til he  became  credit  man  for  Swift  & Co.,  on  Jan. 
I,  1897,  and  he  subsequently  had  charge  of  the 
Omaha  credit  office  of  that  concern.  In  1900  he 
resigned  the  latter  position,  and  Oct.  ist  of  the 
same  year  became  vice-president  of  the  Slater 
Trust  Company,  at  Pawtucket,  which  position  he 
has  since  held.  He  is  also  a director  in  that  institu- 
tion. ]\Ir.  Fitz  is  treasurer  of  the  Pawtucket 
Electric  Company  and  also  a director.  He  is 
treasurer  of  the  Pawtucket  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a member 
of  the  Pawtucket  Business  IMen’s  Association,  and 
a member  of  the  Tokalon  Club.  He  is  a member 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Pawtucket  and  a 
member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  church. 

On  Sept.  26,  1893,  Mr.  Fitz  was  married  in 
Washington,  I).  C.,  to  Emily  Viall  Aplin,  a native 
of  Providence,  daughter  of  Stephen  A.  and  Emily 
F.  (Viall)  Aplin.  Thev  have  had  two  children; 
Priscilla,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Richard  Arnold, 
born  Oct.  20,  1904. 

SALisnuRV.  Mrs.  Ellen  L.  (Salisbury)  Fitz  is 


a descendant  oj  the  old  Salisbury  family  of  Rhode 
Island,  her  ancestor  being  the  first  white  settler  at 
Burrillville.  Jonathan  Salisbury’s  family  of  Glo- 
cester,  R.  I.,  of  which  town  Burrillville  was  for- 
merly a part,  was  comprised  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  23,  1721  ; Abigail,  born 
July  8,  1726;  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  31,  1727;  Sarah, 
born  Dec.  12,  1729;  Bethia,  born  Aug.  29,  1731; 
Edward,  bonrSept.  6,  1733;  Rhoda,  born  Oct.  20, 
1735  ; and  Anna,  born  Nov.  27,  1737.- 

Still  earlier  than  this  vital  record  of  the  family 
of  Jonathan  Salisbury,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  which 
town  was  formerly  a part  of  the  town  of  ancient 
Providence,  one  Cornelius  Salisbury,  of  Provi- 
dence, was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony  in 
October,  1720,  and  Cornelius,  Jr.,  was  admitted  a 
freeman  in  April,  1723. 

Edward  Salisbury,  the  great-grandfather  of 
i\Irs.  Fitz,  was  a resident  of  what  is  now  North 
Smithfield.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war  and  saw  much  active  service.  His 
brother  John  was  killed  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham, 
and  Edward  Salisbury  had  three  bullet  holes  in  his 
hat  received  in  that  fight.  He  was  too  old  for  hard 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  offered  his 
services  and  was  ready  to  help  to  resist  an  invasion. 
Later  in  life  he  located  near  Adams,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  died  at  the  very  old  age  of  104  years.  He 
was  a man  of  remarkable  vitality  and  when  past 
ninety  years  of  age  made  a visit  to  his  old  home  in 
Rhode  Island,  covering  the  entire  distance  on 
horseback.  He  married  Abigail  Ballou,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  a large  family,  whose  pos- 
terity are  scattered  throughout  the  United  States. 

Duty  Salisbury,  son  of  Edward,  was  born  in 
what  is  now  North  Smithfield,  and  was  a carpenter 
by  occupation.  He  became  especially  well  known 
for  his  work  in  mill  construction.  He  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Thomas  Slack,  erected  and  operated  the 
first  woolen-mill  at  Pascoag,  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  Anchor  Mill,  of  the  American  Woolen 
Company.  His  homestead  is  the  one  now  (1907) 
occupied  by  William  A.  Inman.  Mr.  Salisbury 
removed  from  Pascoag  to  Springfield,  Vt.,  where 
he  resided,  how'ever,  only  a short  time,  returning 
to  Pascoag,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  car- 
pentering throughout  his  active  years.  He  died 
there  Jan.  12,  1859,  aged  ninety-three  years  and 
twelve  days,  and  his  grave  was  the  first  in  the 
Pascoag  cemetery.  Mr.  Salisbury  was  for  fifty 
years  a member  and  deacon  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Pascoag,  and  he  was  a man  much 
esteemed  and  respected.  He  was  so  trusted  by  his 
neighbors  and  friends  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
settle  many  estates  and  frequently  acted  as  guardian 
or  trustee. 

Duty  Salisbury  married  Cynthia  Smith,  who 
was  born  Feb.  9,  1765,  daughter  of  Martin  Smith, 
and  died  Sept.  17,  1844.  They  had  six  children, 
viz.:  (i)  Cyrene,  born  xVpril  23,  1791,  married 
Deacon  Augustus  Steere  and  resided  in  Burrill- 
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ville.  (2)  Martin  S.,  born  March  28,  1793,  was  a 
wheelwright  and  resided  in  Burrillville  and  Provi- 
dence. He  married  Narcissa  Steere.  (3)  Mary 
iNI.,  born  April  9,  1795,  married  Thomas  Slack, 
and  died  in  Burrillville.  (4)  Moses  B.,  horn  July 
30,  1797,  was  a carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and 
died  in  Providence.  He  married  Clarissa  Albee. 
(5)  Alexander,  born  April  15,  1802,  married  Bet- 
sey Bowen,  and  died  in  Burrillville.  He  was  a car- 
penter by  occupation.  (6)  Daniel  Mowry  was  born 
.March  24,  1808. 

Daniel  Mowry  Salisbury,  born  March  24, 
1808,  in  Burrillville,  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
by  working  with  his  father,  and  in  1834  came  to 
Providence.  Later  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Welcome  Angell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Angell 
& Salisbury,  contractors  and  builders,  and  they 
had  a shop  on  Mill  street.  In  1844,  after  the  death 
of  his  father-in-law.  Dr.  Eddy,  of  Burrillville, 
Daniel  M.  Salisbury  returned  to  that  town  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  Dr.  Eddy  farm  near 
Round  Top,  remaining  there  about  twenty  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Providence,  and  in  company 
with  his  son,  Levi  E.  Salisbury,  his  nephew,  David 
S.  Salisbury,  and  Edwin  Taft,  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  dry-goods  business  on  Weybosset  street, 
continuing  there  until  after  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  Salishury  then  retired  from  the  more 
active  pursuits,  working  at  his  trade  at  times  and 
so  continuing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June 
II,  1890.  He  was  buried  on  the  Eddy  homestead 
farm  in  Burrillville.  ]Mr.  Salisbury  was  at  one  time 
quite  prominent  in  the  afifairs  of  Burrillville,  serv- 
ing on  the  town  council,  and  representing  the  town 
in  the  General  Assembly  and  the  State  Senate.  He 
stood  high  in  business  circles,  and  at  one  time  was 
president  of  the  old  Pascoag  Bank.  Like  his  father 
he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  settle  estates. 

Mr.  Salisbury  married  Emeline  Eddy,  who  was 
born  Aug.  6,  1812,  daughter  of  Dr.  Levi  and 
Prusia  (Aldrich)  Eddy,  the  former  a noted  local 
physician  in  northwestern  Rhode  Island  in  his  day. 
IMrs.  Salisbury  survived  her  husband,  dying  in 
Providence  Jan.  28,  1895,  and  w'as  buried  beside 
her  husband.  They  had  two  children : Ellen  L., 
born  April  16,  1836,  married  Rev.  William  Eitz. 
Levi  E.,  born  Dec.  25,  1839,  married  Eanny  Ar- 
nold and  resides  in  Providence. 

CHARLES  ARNOLD  CLARKE,  one  of  the 
best-known  and  most  popular  merchants  of  Wake- 
field, South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  is  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State. 

Benjamin  Clarke,  his  father,  was  a lifelong 
resident  of  Wakefield,  where  for  a time  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mill,  and  for  the  last  thirty  years 
of  his  life  was  engaged  in  fishing  in  Point  Judith 
Pond.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Wakefield.  His  wife  was  Nancy  Tour- 
gee,  also  of  an  old  Rhode  Island  family,  and  their 
children  were : Emeline  married  Samuel  G. 


Northup,  of  Davisville,  R.  I. ; Christopher,  a fisher- 
man of  Wakefield,  morried  Caroline  Gavitt,  and  has 
five  children,  Mary,  Welcome,  Prank,  Harry  and 
Emma;  Susan  married  Edward  D.  Taylor,  of  Nar- 
ragansett  Pier,  R.  I. ; James  P.,  deceased,  married 
(first)  Aliss  Jane  Wright,  and  (second)  Abby 
Tucker;  John,  deceased,  married  Miss  Llolland ; 
Sarah  married  William  J.  Phillips,  of  Wakefield, 
R.  I. : Charles  Arnold  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Benjamin  is  a fisherman  and  resides  in 
Wakefield;  George  C.  is  also  a fisherman  there  and 
a nig-ht  watchman  ; Whlliam,  deceased,  married  Miss 
Hattie  Champlin ; Nancy  married  Amos  Perry,  of 
Wakefield;  Elmer  E.,  a painter  at  Westerly,  R.  I., 
married  Emma  Babcock. 

Charles  Arnold  Clarke  was  born  Feb.  13,  1851, 
in  W akefield,  R.  I.,  and  there  his  boyhood  and  early 
school  days  were  passed.  At  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  he  began  working  for  the  late  Daniel 
Sherman,  and  was  subsequently  employed  in  the 
store  ofv  Daniel  H.  Brown  until  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  of  age.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  in 
the  store  of  Elisha  W.  Cross,  and  for  a year  with 
George  S.  Fidler.  In  1891  IMr.  Clarke  embarked 
in  business  for  himself,  since  which  year  he  has 
dealt  in  boots  and  shoes  and  men’s  furnishings. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  town 
affairs  of  South  Kingstown,  and  in  1903  was  elected 
a member  of  the  town  council. 

l\Ir.  Clarke  was  married  in  Wakefield  to  Nellie 
B.  Johnson,  daughter  of  WMlliam  Johnson,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  this  union;  Hattie  A.,  who 
married  W’illiam  J.  Gould,  of  Wakefield,  R.  I.  ; 
Charles  E.,  and  Jennie  M. 

WILCOX.  The  name  of  Whlcox  is  familiar 
in  the  business  world  of  W'esterly  through  the  ac- 
tive operations  of  the  two  brothers,  Frank  Nathan 
Wilcox,  a leading  contractor,  and  Oscar  L.  Wilcox, 
a prominent  coal  dealer.  They  are  descended  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State.  Their 
grandfather,  Nathan  Wdlcox,  was  a resident  of 
the  town  of  Richmond,  and  was  well  known  as  a 
country  lawyer.  His  wife  was  Sophia  Church,  and 
she  died  in  Piper  City,  Illinois. 

Nathan  Asa  Gates  Wilcox,  son  of  Nathan  and 
father  of  Frank  N.  and  Oscar  L.,  was  born  in 
Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  is  now  engaged  at  farm- 
ing in  Exeter.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Hoxsie, 
and  they  had  children : Herbert  A. ; Oscar  L. : 
Euretta  M.,  who  married  W.  C.  Martin,  had  three 
children.  Marvel,  Richard  and  Dorothy,  and  resides 
in  Bluffton,  Ind. ; Frank  Nathan  ; Eanny  R.,  who 
married  M.  J.  C.  Fenner,  had  children,  Rowland 
and  Ruth,  and  resides  in  Syracuse-,  N'.  Y. ; and 
Helen  S.,  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

Oscar  L.  Wilcox  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hop- 
kinton,  July  27,  1858,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood 
and  early  school  days.  For  a few  years  he  engaged 
in  the  meat  business  in  Hopkinton  and  Richmond, 
and  continued  in  that  line  in  Richmond,  in  con- 
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junction  with  farming;,  for  eleven  years  living  in 
Shannock,  in  that  town.  I'or  a year  he  was  em- 
l)loved  on  the  electric  cars  in  Providence,  and  then 
for  three  vears  followed  farming  in  South  Kings- 
town. In'  the  spring  of  1899,  he  purchased  the 
C.  W.  Ilrown  coal,  wood  and  hay  business  in  W es- 
terly.  and  has  successfully  continued  that  business 
to  the  ]:)resent  date.  In  May,  1882,  at  \\  ood  River 
lunction,  R.  I.,  he  married  IMartha  C.,  daughter 
of  loshua  C.  h'ldred.  and  they  have  one  child.  Lewis 
Clark,  born  I'eb.  18.  1902.  *Mr.  Wilcox  is  a mem- 
ber of  Pawcatuck  Lodge,  No.  90,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

I-'ra\k  X.\th.\x  Wilcox  was  born  in  Hopkin- 
ton.  R.  1..  Mav  7.  1868,  and  after  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  township,  he  took  a course 
at  Kastman's  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y. 
For  a year  he  clerked  in  a grocery  store  in  W esterly. 
and  for  six  years  was  bookkeeper  for  ]\Iaxson  & 
Co.  In  1896.  associating  with  H.  C.  Babcock,  he 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building  under  the 
firm  name  of  Babcock  & \\  ilcox.  This  firm  has 
since  had  a large  share  of  the  business  of  Westerly 
and  vicinity.  ]\Ir.  Wilcox  married  in  Y’csterly,  R. 
I..  lime  6.  1893.  Almira  M..  daughter  of  Ambrose 
X'aughn.  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  : Roy 
\'aughn.  born  Jan.  9,  1896:  l\Iary,  born  Dec.  19, 
1902:  and  Ruth,  born  Oct.  8.  1904.  Mr.  Wilcox 
is  a member  of  the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Church,  of 
Richmond,  Rhode  Island. 

WALTER  MOWRY  OLXEY,  a well-known 
citizen  of  the  town  of  Glocester,  residing  along  the 
Putnam  pike  near  the  village  of  Chepachet.  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
State.  The  name  of  Olney  has.  from  the  date  of 
the  earliest  settlements,  been  one  of  the  most 
honored  in  this  country,  where  those  bearing  it 
have  been  found  in  positions  of  responsibility  in 
every  generation. 

(I)  Thomas  Olney,  the  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  this  country,  came  from  England  to  Salem, 
Mass.,  in  1635.  and  with  Roger  Williams  and 
others  was  excluded  from  the  Colony,  and  made 
the  settlement  at  Providence  in  1636.  The  lineage 
of  Walter  M.  Olney  is  traced  through  Epenetus 
(son  of  Thomas).  Epenetus  (2).  Joseph.  John, 
Ziba,  George  and  Joseph  S.,  as  follows; 

fll)  Epenetus  Olney,  son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  in  England  in  1634,  and  was  probably  less 
than  one  year  old  when  brought  to  this  country. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Colony,  taking 
part  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs,  serving 
as  a member  of  the  Colonial  Assemblv  and  of  the 
town  council.  He  married  Mary  Y’hipple,  and 
their  children  were:  Mary,  James.  Sarah,  Epe- 
netus. John,  Mercy.  Thomas  and  Lydia. 

OH)  E4)enetus  Olney  (2).  son  of  Eiienetus. 
was  born  Jan.  18,  1675.  and  married  IMary  Wil- 
liams. granrldaughter  of  Roger  Y’illiams.  Epe- 
netus Olney.  who  died  Sept.  17,  1740.  oivned  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  what  is  known  as  Glocester 


and  Burrillville.  He  was  the  father  of  the  follow- 
ing children;  James,  Charles,  Joseph,  Anthony, 
iMary,  Amey,  Anna,  Martha  and  Freeborn. 

(I\')  Joseph  Olney,  son  of  Epenetus  (2), 
born  in  1710,  married  Esther  Smith,  and  resided 
in  Glocester.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely : John,  Dorcas,  Stephen,  Na- 
than and  Jeremiah. 

(\')  John  Olney,  son  of  Joseph,  born  June  22, 
1747,  was  a resident  of  Glocester,  and  saw  service 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  being  present  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  died  Sept.  17,  1797. 
He  married  Lydia  Steere,  daughter  of  Jonah  and 
Lydia  (Whipple)  Steere,  and  she  died  Sept.  16, 
1828,  the  mother  of  eight  children:  Anne,  James, 
Esther,  Stephen,  Joseph,  George,  Ziba  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

(\T)  Ziba  Olney,  son  of  John,  born  Jan.  2, 
1783,  was  a farmer  and  a well  known  citizen  of 
Glocester,  ivhere  he  died  Dec.  5,  1871.  He  married 
(first)  Anna  Aldrich,  and  (second)  Prudence 
Baker.  His  children  were : Lydia,  born  April 
5.  1810,  married  Charles  A.  Slocum,  and  one  of  her 
sons  was  the  late  Ziba  O.  Slocum,  at  one  time 
attorney-general  of  Rhode  Island ; George,  born 
Dec.  31,  1811;  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb.  27,  1820,  died 
in  1832. 

(\TI)  George  Olney,  son  of  Ziba,  was  born 
in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  Dec.  31,  1811.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  his  farm  being  located  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  He  also  conducted 
a sawmill ; he  was  a natural  mechanic,  capable  of 
turning  his  hand  to  almost  anything  in  that  line. 
In  every  way  he  was  a ivorthy  and  upright  man, 
commanding  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  Mr.  Olney  died  Aug.  10,  1871.  He  mar- 
ried Wait}'  i\I.  Smith,  who  survived  him,  and  their 
children  were:  Joseph  S.,  born  April  14,  1835; 
James  B.,  born  Jan.  14,  1845,  ^ farmer  in  Glocester, 
who  married  (first)  Minerva  Reach  (who  died  in 
1873)  and  (second)  Ellea  Baker,  and  had  children: 
Emma.  Lula.  W,aity,  George,  Alva,  Ellabell,  Ralph 
and  Sandy. 

(\TH)  Joseph  S.  Olney,  son  of  George,  was 
born  April  14.  1835,  Glocester,  which  town  has 
lieen  his  resilience  all  of  his  life,  i\Ir.  Olney  carry- 
ing on  farming.  He  married  Eeb.  13,  1853,  Amey 
S.  Randall,  born  May  30,  1834,  in  Johnston,  daugh- 
ter of  Augustus  and  Lydia  (Smith)  Randall,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Louisa,  born  April  14,  1854,  married  Eeb.  25,  1872, 
David  Youngs,  a farmer  at  North  Kingstown,  and 
has  children.  Marion  L.,  David,  Edwin  O.,  Ziba 
O.  and  I'annie  R. ; Waity,  born  Oct.  4,  1855,  died 
June  25.  1876:  George  born  IMarch  10,  1857, 
died  Nov.  23.  1873;  Y'alter  M.,  born  Eeb.  i,  i860; 
.Martin  B)..  born  July  5.  1862,  was  engaged  in  min- 
ing and  was  killed  Aug.  28,  1896,  in  the  mines  at 
Y'inston.  .Mont.;  William  F.,  born  Jan.  4,  1866, 
married  (first)  Rosa  Daniels,  and  (second) 
Ernestine  .Mowry,  has  two  children,  Walter 
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E.  and  Arthur  F.,  and  resides  in  Burrillville ; Sarah 
S.,  born  July  14,  1868,  married  Feb.  2,  1891,  Henry 
]\I.  Paine,  of  Chepachet,  and  has  children,  Edna 
(born  Dec.  12,  1893),  Ruth  O.  (born  Jan.  12, 
1901),  Alcy  M.  (born  April  20,  1904)  and  Henry 
Mowry,  Jr.  (born  Oct.  5,  1906)  ; Fanny,  born 
April  4,  1871,  married  in  November,  1895,  Justin 
Stone,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  has  one  child, 
Robert  O. ; Joseph,  born  Aug.  25,  1873,  died  Jan. 
10,  1875 ; and  Lydia,  born  May  19,  1876,  married 
April  27,  1898,  John  Steere,  of  Glocester,  and  has 
three  children,  Amey  (born  Dec.  19,  1899),  Helen 
(born  March  25,  1903)  and  John  P.  (born  July  7, 

1905)- 

(IX)  Walter  Alowry  Olney,  son  of  Joseph  S., 
was  born  Feb.  i,  i860,  in  Glocester,  and  was  reared 
to  the  hard  work  of  the  farm.  He  received  few 
or  no  educational  advantages,  and  lived  at  home  un- 
til his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  his  present 
farm,  and  has  here  since  resided.  Mr.  Olney  was 
engaged  as  a farm  laborer  until  almost  1890,  when 
he  -devoted  his  attention  to  the  getting  out  of  fire 
wood,  this  business  growing  so  rapidly  that  he 
began  using  a portable  mill  in  his  work.  Mr. 
Olney  is  now  engaged  in  getting  out  cord  wood 
and  lumber,  and  at  times  employs  as  many  as 
twenty-five  hands.  He  is  now  associated  in  busi- 
ness with  J.  Oscar  Ballou,  of  Pascoag,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Olney  & Ballou.  Mr.  Olney  erected 
all  of  the  buildings  on  his  fine  forty-acre  farm, 
and  he  has  been  constantly  improving  his  property, 
until  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
picturesque  spots  of  the  town  of  Glocester.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  1902  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  town  council,  serving  un- 
til 1905  in  that  position.  He  is  a trustee  of  the 
Chepachet  Cemetery  Association. 

On  Oct.  II,  1881,  Mr.  Olney  married  Mrs. 
Betsy  Jane  Gay  Bowen,  who  died  Aug.  6,  1899. 
He  was  married  (second)  July  26,  1900,  to  Ruth 
Frances  Bowen,  of  Glocester.  Mr.  Olney  is  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  the  town.  He  is  a self- 
made  man,  successful  because  of  his  industry  and 
good  business  acumen.  He  and  his  wife  are  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community  which  has  been  their 
home  since  birth. 

FRANK  HILL,  of  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  is  descended 
from  several  of  the  early  settled  families  of  Rhode 
Island. 

William  Bliven  Green,  grandfather  of  Frank 
Hill,  of  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  was  - born  in  Hopkinton, 
R.  I.,  Feb.  9,  1794,  and  died  in  Independence,  Alle- 
gany county,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  21,  i860.  He  was  de- 
scended from  John  Green  (I),the  pioneer  progenitor 
through  Benjamin  (H),  John  (HI),  William  (I\D 
and  Pardon  (V).  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer, 
and  he  removed  from  Rhode  Island  to  Independ- 
ence, X.  Y.,  in  1834,  there  spending  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  In  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  in  1818,  he  married 
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IMary  Hiscox,  daughter  of  Clark  and  Sarah  (Saun- 
ders) Hiscox.  She  was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  June 
5,  1794,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
xA.lfred  Center,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  17,  1886.  Their  children 
were:  Clarke  H.,  born  Oct.  10,  1819,  died  March 
30,  1837;  Fanny,  born  April  17,  1822,  died  young; 
Pardon,  born  Sept.  24,  1824,  married  Caroline  M. 
Rogers;  John  i\l.,  born  April  21,  1827,  died  Nov. 
4,  1850;  William  B.,  Jr.,  born  April  21,  1827,  mar- 
ried Caroline  Clarke;  Ethan  S.,  born  Alay  21,  1830, 
married  Aurelia  Crandall;  Benjainin  Franklin,  born 
March  i,  1833,  married  Elizabeth  W.  Kelsey,  and 
died  Oct.  28,  1861  ; Albert  C.,  born  Sept.  7,  1835, 
married  L.  Lovina  Greene ; Mary  Elizabeth  was 
born  July  24,  1838. 

iMary  Elizabeth  Green,  daughter  of  William 
Bliven,  was  twice  married.  First,  in  Independence, 
X".  Y.,  June  9,  1858,  she  wedded  Frank  Hill,  who 
died  April  25,  1861,  leaving  a son  Frank.  She 
married  (second)  in  Alfred  Centre,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  6, 
1880,  Prof.  Henry  C.  Coon,  of  Alfred  University. 

Horace  Hill,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Frank, 
was  a native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  a well  known 
school  teacher  of  that  place.  He  also  engaged  in 
railroading,  and  was  a section  boss  and  station 
agent  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
Railroad  Company,  being  station  agent  at  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  from  the  completion  of  the  road  until  his 
death  at  Ithaca. 

Frank  Hill,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  sta- 
tion agent  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  later  assisted  his 
father  at  Ithaca,  Xi.  Y.  His  death  occurred  in  his 
twenty-eighth  year.  He  married,  as  stated  above, 
Mary  Elizabeth  Green,  and  had  one  son,  Frank. 

Frank  Hill  was  born  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  June  28, 
1861,  in  which  place  he  spent  the  first  three  years 
of  his  life.  Plis  mother  then  removed  to  the  old 
home  at  Independence,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he  was  pre- 
pared for  the  P'niversity.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  his  mother  took  him  to  Alfred  Centre,  N.  Y., 
and  he  was  graduated  from  the  University  there  in 
1883.  He  then  located  in  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  to  teach 
in  the  high  school  for  three  years,  and  just  before 
the  close  of  the  third  year  he  was  asked  to  accept 
the  cashiership  of  the  Ashaway  National  Bank,  tak- 
ing that  position  in  1885.  He  has  served  seventeen 
years  as  chairman  of  the  hoard  of  trustees  of  the 
Ashaway  schools.  He  served  five  years  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Rhode  Island,  was  on  the 
committee  on  Education,  and  he  served  as  chairman 
of  that  committee  for  three  years.  In  politics  he 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  State  hoard  of  education  in  1897,  and  has 
since  served  on  that  board. 

Mr.  Hill  married  at  Alfred,  Oct.  5,  1885,  Sarah 
Emma  Green,  born  June  27,  1866,  daughter  of  Max- 
son  I.  and  Hildah  P.  (Le  Seur)  Green,  and  a de- 
scendant of  John  Green  (I),  through  Benjamin  (H), 
John  (HI).  Joseph  (IV),  Luke  (V),  Clark  (VI) 
and  Luke  (VII).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  have  four 
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children:  Evelyn  Irene,  Mary  Huldah,  Frank 
IMaxson  and  Helen  Louise.  Mr.  Hill  associates 
with  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  at  Ashaway. 

\VELCO:\IE  WEATHERHEAD  CARGILL, 
one  of  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Cumber- 
land, located  at  Tower  Hill,  is  well  known  in  his 
section  as  a man  of  industry  and  progressive  ideas. 
He  is  a member  of  the  old  and  honored  family 
of  Cargill,  descendants  of  which  have  been  promi- 
nent in  this  section  for  many  years. 

The  Cargill  family  of  Cumberland  is  of  Scotch 
extraction,  the  first  of  the  name  in  history  being 
Donald  Cargill,  born  at  Rattray,  Perthshire,  Scot- 
land, who  became  a prominent  divine  of  the  Pres- 
byterian denomination  in  the  reign  of  Charles  L, 
and  suffered  death,  according  to  tradition,  by  hang- 
ing, because  of  his  strong  advocacy  of  his  belief 
in  religious  liberties. 

A descendant  of  this  Donald  Cargill,  John  Car- 
gill, left  Scotland  with  his  family  during  the  Scotch 
rebellion,  and  located  in  Ireland,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  After  his  death  his 
son  James,  born  about  1687,  and  his  sister  jMary 
Ann,  left  Ireland  for  the  new  world,  locating  in 
New  England  in  1720,  and  settling  at  Pawtuxet, 
R.  L,  where  he  spent  several  years.  Here  he  mar- 
ried in  1725  Phebe  Smith,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Smith  and  granddaughter  of  Stephen  Smith,  who 
was  a refugee  from  England  during  the  rebellion 
on  the  British  Isle,  where  he  was  a member  of 
Parliament  during  Cromwell’s  reign.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Cargill  removed  to  South  Kings- 
town, where  he  purchased  a farm  with  some  water 
privileges  and  water  works,  and  where  he  became 
engaged  in  farming  and  also  in  operating  a grist- 
mill. Here  he  lived  during  the  lifetime  of  his  wife, 
who  died  in  South  Kingstown  in  1738.  After  her 
death  he  sold  his  farm  and  other  possessions  and 
removed  to  Pawtuxet  with  his  children.  After  re- 
maining there  for  a time  he  removed  with  his 
three  youngest  children  to  Pomfret,  Conn.,  where 
he  located  and  became  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
clothier’s  works  and  gristmill,  owned  l)y  Daniel 
Howe  at  Quimsbury  Falls,  now  the  town  of  Put- 
nam. Here  he  took  with  him  his  two  sons,  Benja- 
min and  James,  while  his  little  daughter  Lucy  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  by 
whom  she  was  reared.  From  Pomfret  Mr.  Cargill 
removed  with  his  sons  to  Mendon,  Mass.,  to  what 
is  now  known  as  North  Blackstone,  and  here  pur- 
chased land  containing  water  privileges.  Here  he 
married  a second  time  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  Oc- 
tober, 1752.  James  Cargill  was  a man  of  enterprise 
and  progressive  ideas,  of  industrious  and  frugal 
habits,  and  an  estimable  citizen.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  Society  of  Friends. 

James  Cargill,  son  of  James,  born  I'eb.  27, 
1729.  at  Kingstown,  removed  with  his  father  to 
Pawtuxet,  later  to  Pomfret,  Conn.,  ainj  then  to 


Alendon,  iMass.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
sold  to  his  brother  Benjamin  all  of  his  interests 
in  his  father’s  estate  and  removed  to  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  locating  on  what  was  later  known  as  the 
Fenner  Brown  place,  and  still  later  settled  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Abbott  Run,  in  the  same  town, 
where  he  acquired  a large  tract  of  land,  a part  of 
which  is  now  owned  by  his  great-grandson,  David 
Olney  Cargill.  Here  iMr.  Cargill  built  a home  and 
made  extensive  improvements,  and  here  he  died 
Nov.  21,  1808.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Peck 
cemetery.  Mr.  Cargill  was  married  Dec.  7,  1752, 
to  Dorcas  Arnold,  who  died  Dec.  25,  1825,  the 
children  born  to  this  union  being:  Rhoda,  born 
Jan.  16,  1759;  James,  born  April  22,  1762,  who 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution,  a teacher,  and  resi- 
dent for  a time  of  Richmond,  N.  H.,  later  removing 
to  Susquehanna,  Pa.  (his  wife  was  Chloe  Chaffee, 
daughter  of  Atherington  Chaffee)  ; David ; Na- 
than, born  iMarch  16,  1768;  John,  born  Jan.  27, 
1771 ; and  George,  born  May  28,  1776. 

George  Cargill,  son  of  James,  was  born  on  the 
home  farm  in  Cumberland  iMay  28,  1776,  and  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools.  He  made  farming  his 
life  occupation  and  lived  on  the  homestead  until 
he  died,  March  22,  1863,  in  the  faith  of  the  M.  E. 
Church ; he  was  buried  in  the  Peck  cemetery.  He 
married  Betsey  Whitney,  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Whitney,  and  she  died  Nov.  i,  1811,  aged  thirty- 
six  years,  the  mother  of  these  children : Clara ; 
George ; Nancy ; Ephraim  Whitney ; and  Albert, 
who  died  aged  seven  months. 

Ephraim  Whitney  Cargill,  son  of  George,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  boat-building,  which  he  followed  throughout 
his  life.  He  died  when  still  a young  man,  in  1848, 
and  was  buried  at  Arnolds  Mills.  He  married 
xA-iney  C.  Weatherhead,  born  in  Cumberland, 
daughter  of  Welcome  Weatherhead,  and  after  the 
death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Cargill  went  to  the 
home  of  her  father  at  Tower  Hill.  She  was  ten- 
derly cared  for  in  her  latter  years  by  her  son 
Welcome,  at  whose  home  she  died  in  August,  1894. 
She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Elder  Ballou  meeting- 
house cemetery. 

Welcome  Weatherhead  Cargill  attended  the 
Pound  school.  He  was  twelve  years  old'  when  his 
father  died,  and  grew  up  with  his  grandfather. 
Welcome  Weatherhead,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  the  latter’s  death,  after  which  he  removed 
with  his  mother  to  a 160-acre  tract  of  land  which 
had  been  owned  by  his  grandfather,  on  Tower 
Hill.  He  there  settled  down  and  for  twenty  years 
was  engaged  in  carpentering,  then  going  to  Woon- 
socket and  engaging  with  the  Bailey  Washing  Ma- 
chine Company,  now  the  American  Wringer  Com- 
pany, with  whom  he  continued  for  seven  years,  in 
the  hardwood  department.  Mr.  Cargill  then  re- 
turned to  Tower  Hill  to  care  for  his  mother  in  her 
old  age,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits,  paying 
attention  especially  to  the  raising  of  fine  cattle. 
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Here  Mr.  Cargill  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  made  many  improvements  on  his  place, 
which  is  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  Cumberland,  and 
he  is  considered  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  and 
practical  agriculturists  of  the  section.  He  has 
worked  hard  all  of  his  life,  and  the  success  he  has 
attained  is  due  entirely  to  his  good  business  fore- 
sight, his  enterprising  methods  and  his  honesty 
and  integrity.  He  is  much  esteemed  in  the  com- 
munity, in  which  the  family  name  has  been  known 
and  honored  for  so  many  years. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Cargill  is  a Republi- 
can, but  he  has  never  sought  public  preferment. 
He  is  fraternally  connected  with  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Woonsocket.  Mr.  Car- 
gill is  unmarried. 

GOODING.  The  founder  of  the  Gooding  fam- 
ily in  America  was  (I)  George  Gooding,  third  son 
of  Matthew  and  Johanna  Gooding,  of  Huntworthy, 
parish  of  North  Petherton,  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land. He  was  born  in  1633  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1673,  settling  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he 
died  June  i,  1712.  Plis  descendants  are  scattered 
over  the  United  States  and  form  a family  entirely 
distinct  and  separate  from  the  Goodwins,  Goddings, 
etc.,  although  members  have  often  been  classed 
with  them. 

Little  is  known  of  the  personal  character  and 
worldly  estate  of  this  early  settler  except  what  is 
furnished  by  the  town  records  of  Taunton.  From 
them  we  learn  that  he  was  an  energetic  “Church  of 
England”  man,  contributing  money  and  influence 
toward  building  the  first  Episcopal  church  in  that 
part  of  Bristol  county,  that  he  was  an  able  musi- 
cian, and  was  fined  for  “singing  in  an  unseemly 
manner  in  the  Lord’s  House” ; that  he  was  of  a 
quick,  irascible  temper,  in  consequence  of  indulg- 
ing, for  which  he  was  several  times  brought  be- 
fore a magistrate;  and,  finally,  that  he  was  a large 
property  owner  and  was  received  in  the  best  so- 
ciety of  the  town.  This  last  fact  is  established  by 
his  marriage,  in  February,  1686,  with  Deborah 
Walker,  daughter  of  James  Walker,  who  was  for 
many  years  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  cit- 
izen of  Taunton.  George  Gooding  acquired  a large 
tract  of  land  in  the  “Taunton  South  Purchase,” 
afterward  called  “Dighton,”  from  the  maiden  name 
of  Frances,  wife  of  Richard  Williams,  another  of 
Taunton’s  most  distinguished  early  settlers.  This 
tract  (said  to  be  two  miles  in  length)  was  partly 
his  own  purchase  and,  doubtless,  in  part,  the  dower 
of  his  wife.  A note  at  the  foot  of  a very  old  deed 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Alanson  Gooding,  of  New 
Bedford,  reads : “This  is  to  declare  that  my  father- 
in-law,  James  Walker,  gave  me  the  money  that 
bought  the  land  mentioned  in  this  deed,  for  which 
I humbly  thank  him.  Signed,  George  Gooding.” 

But,  better  than  money  or  lands,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  their  ofifspring,  were  the  sterling  qualities 
of  mind  his  wife,  Deborah,  inherited  from  her 


father,  to  whom  the  following  tribute  is  paid  by  the 
compiler  of  the  Walker  Genealogy:  “From  the 
records  given  we  conceive  of  him”  (James  Wal- 
ker) “as  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence, 
judicious  in  counsel,  energetic  in  action,  steadfast 
in  integrity,  public-spirited,  benevolent,  and  alive 
to  the  secular  and  religious  prosperity  of  the  Col- 
ony. Surpassed  by  none  in  the  town  for  his  con- 
tributions for  the  ministry,  and  in  the  number  and 
continuance  of  civil  trusts,  he  needed  no  heraldic 
distinctions  and  he  transmitted  none.  Worthy  of 
remembrance  and  honor  by  those  of  his  own  name 
and  lineage,  he  is  an  honor  to  them  only  as  they 
strive  to  emulate  his  usefulness,  and  reproduce  his 
virtues  and  his  piety.”  “Yours  to  serve”  is  the 
unique  form  with  which  he  concludes  a letter  to 
Governor  Prince. 

No  record  is  found  of  the  will  of  George  Good- 
ing, who  died  at  Taunton  June  i,  1712.  The  will 
of  Mrs.  Deborah  Gooding  was  probated  at  Taunton 
May  16,  1726,  and  mentions  son  Matthew,  born 
June  12,  1695,  and  daughters  Johanna,  born  March 
13,  1687,  who  married  John  Godfrey;  Mary,  born 
Aug.  18,  1689,  who  married  Josiah  Walker;  and 
Sarah,  born  Aug.  21,  1699,  who  married  Josiah 
Talbot. 

(H)  Matthew  Gooding,  son  of  George,  was 
born  at  Dighton,  Mass.,  June  12,  1695,  passed  his 
entire  life  in  the  old  town,  and  died  there,  a large 
land  owner  and  respected  citizen,  March  15,  1756. 
He  was  a constable  and  magistrate  many  years. 
In  1723  he  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Lieut. 
Joseph  Richmond,  of  Middleboro,  and  his  wife  Ab- 
igail (Rogers).  The  latter  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Rogers,  of  Duxbury,  who  was  the  son  of 
Thomas  Rogers,  the  Pilgrim.  Matthew  Gooding 
and  his  wife  Abigail  had  two  daughters — Deborah, 
who  married  Jacob  Packard,  and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried William  Nicholls — and  five  sons,  four  of  whom 
enlisted  as  minute-men  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
A note  from  the  “Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,”  dated  IMarch  27,  1903,  says : 
“The  original  pay-roll  of  the  services  of  the  four 
Gooding  brothers  of  Dighton”  (Joseph,  Matthew', 
William  and  Job)  “is  preserved  here.”  Thus  all 
the  descendants  of  Matthew  and  Abigail  Gooding 
possess  credentials  admitting  them  to  the  “Society 
of  Mayflower  Descendants,”  to  the  “Society  of 
Colonial  Dames”  and  to  the  “Sons  of  Colonial 
Wars,”  and  the  descendants  of  the  four  soldier- 
sons,  Joseph,  Matthew,  William  and  Job,  to  the 
“Sons”  and  “Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion.” 

The  sisters  of  Matthew  Gooding  married  prom- 
inent men  in  Taunton,  and  their  names  are  handed 
down  in  honor  in  the  families  of  Godfrey,  Walker 
and  Talbot.  Johanna  Gooding  married  John  God- 
frey, of  Taunton,  “2,  2,  1716,”  and  they  had  a son 
George,  born  March  9,  1720-21,  named  for  his 
grandfather  George  Gooding.  This  George  God- 
frey was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary 
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war,  noted  no  less  for  his  piety  than  for  his  dash- 
ing bravery  in  the  field,  and  was  known  as  “the 
praying  Colonel.”  He  was  retired  from  the  Rev- 
olutionary army  as  brigadier-general.  Countless 
families  in  Bristol  county  carry  down  the  tradition 
of  this  brave  officer,  who,  sitting  erect  on  his  horse, 
always  offered  prayer  before  leading  his  regiment 
into  battle.  Jolin  Godfrey,  son  of  John  and  Jo- 
hanna (Gooding)  Godfrey,  was  born  Nov.  25, 
1728,  and  died  Nov.  26,  1749.  They  also  had  an- 
other son  named  John,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  at  the  time  of  his  discharge. 

All  the  sons  of  Matthew  Gooding  married  and 
had  numerous  descendants,  who  settled  in  the  east- 
ern counties  of  ^Massachusetts,  and  thence  were 
scattered  over  the  country  at  large.  But  it  is  with 
the  branch  which  settled  in  Rhode  Island  that  we 
are  chiefly  concerned.  In  passing  be  it  said  that  the 
families  of  George,  iNIatthew  and  Job  scattered  over 
Bristol  and  Plymouth  counties ; William  had  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and  married,  settling 
in  \'ermont  and  New  York,  and  thence  going  to 
Illinois,  Kentucky  and  further  W’est.  iMatiy  sol- 
diers named  Gooding,  enlisting  from  the  West,  es- 
pecially, fought  bravely  in  the  Civil  war. 

The  children  of  Alatthew  and  Abigail  (Rich- 
mond) Gooding,  born  at  Dighton,  were ; George, 
who  married  Sarah  Reed;  Deborah,  who  married 
Jacob  Packard;  Joseph,  born  June  20  (or  July  i), 
1730;  jMatthew,  who  married  Mercy  Crane;  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Bathsheba  Walker;  Mary,  who 
married  William  Nicholls;  and  Job,  who  married 
Polly  Claget  (or  Clark). 

(Ill)  Joseph  Gooding,  son  of  jMatthew,  born  at 
Dighton  July  i,  1730,  was  published  with,  in  June, 
1769,  and  married  in  September,  1769,  in  Taunton, 
Rebecca  jMacomber,  of  Taunton,  who  was  born  in 
1747,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Josiah  Macomber  and  his 
wife,  Ruth  (Pauli),  and  granddaughter  of  John 
Macomber,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Williams), 
all  of  Taunton.  The  same  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  jMacomber  were  ancestors  of  the  late 
John  Hay,  Secretary  of  State.  Elizabeth  (Wil- 
liams) j\lacomber’s  grandmother,  Erances  (Deigh- 
ton)  Williams,  is  admitted,  as  a claimant  to  a true 
and  legitimate  royal  pedigree,  into  the  new  and 
expurgated  edition  of  Browning's  “Americans  of 
Royal  Descent.” 

Joseph  Gooding’s  record  is  that  of  a substantial 
citizen  of  Dighton,  who,  hy  prudence  and  energy, 
added  to  the  estate  left  hv  his  father.  He  served 
the  town  as  selectman,  without  compensation,  dur- 
ing the  entire  period  of  the  Revolution,  except 
when  doing  military  service.  Two  records  of  such 
enlistments  are  ])reserved.  one  in  1776,  the  other 
in  T778.  He  died  at  Dighton  Dec.  23.  1815,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  On  the  same  stone  that  marks 
his  resting-place,  in  the  old  Gooding  hurying- 
ground  at  Dighton.  one  reads  that  “Rebecca,  the 
M'idow  of  Jo.seph  Gooding,  died  Aug.  7,  1835,  in 
the  eighty-eighth  year  of  her  age.”  Their  chil- 


dren, born  at  Dighton,  were : Deborah,  born 
March  22,  1771,  married  David  Standish ; Joseph, 
born  March  6,  1773,  married  Betsy  Austin;  Eliz- 
abeth, born  jMay  26,  1775,  married  Job  Perry; 
Josiah,  born  Nov.  8,  1777,  married  Nancy  Smith, 
daughter  of  James  Smith,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.;  John, 
born  July  27,  1780,  married  Deborah  Barnes;  Re- 
becca, born  Sept.  28,  1782,  married  John  Reed,  of 
Taunton;  Henry,  born  June  12,  1785,  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Brown  and  (second)  Rhoda 
Brown;  Alanson,  born  March  4,  1789,  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Kempton  and  (second)  Sophia 
Hammond ; one  died  unnamed. 

(IV)  Joseph  Gooding  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
at  Dighton  in  1773,  married  Betsy  Austin,  and 
their  children,  born  at  Dighton,  were : Abigail 
died  unmarried ; Albert  married  Abigail  Barnaby 
Williams;  Joseph  died  unmarried;  William  mar- 
ried Augustina  Vogel ; Betsey,  born  Dec.  3,  1809 
(died  jMay  29,  1904),  married  Samuel  Lincoln 
Thaxter,  and  had  five  children,  only  one  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  Josephine  Gooding  Thaxter, 
born  in  1840,  now  residing  at  the  homestead  of  her 
great-grandfather,  Joseph  Gooding,  at  Dighton; 
Charles  Henry  married  j\Irs.  Mary  Almy  (Briggs) 
Talbot. 

(HI)  William  Gooding,  fourth  son  of  Matthew 
and  Abigail  (Richmond)  Gooding,  married  Bath- 
sheba (4)  (Elnathan  3,  James  2,  James  i)  Walker, 
of  Taunton.  He  resided  in  Dighton,  was  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  died  in  1777  of 
smallpox  given  him  by  Dr.  William  Baylies.  His 
children,  born  in  Dighton,  were : William,  born 
Jan.  18.  1761,  married  Lydia  Andrews,  and  had  a 
large  family,  born  at  Bloomfield,  N.  Y. ; Mary, 
born  Aug.  17,  1762,  married  Jonah  Lincoln,  and 
resided  in  Vermont ; Bathsheba,  born  Jan.  24, 
1765,  married  Seth  Hathaway,  and  resided  in  Bris- 
tol, N.  Y.,  and  in  1822  they  had  children — Seth, 
Abiel,  Gooding,  Elnathan,  Chandler  and  others; 
James,  born  jMarch  10,  1767,  married  (first)  Car- 
oline Andrews,  and  had  one  son,  James,  of  Good- 
ing’s Grove,  111.,  and  (second)  Phebe  Walker, 
daughter  of  Peter  Walker,  of  Taunton ; Ruth,  horn 
Eel).  20,  1769,  married  Jonathan  Simmons  (pub- 
lished Nov.  5,  1790),  removed  in  1830,  and  had 
children;  Elnathan,  born  Oct.  15,  1771,  married  a 
sister  of  Jonathan  Simmons,  and  had  a large  fam- 
ily; George,  born  Dec.  14,  1773,  married  and  re- 
sided at  Bloomfield.  N.  Y.,  had  a large  family  and 
was  a wealthy  man  : Zephaniah,  born  Sept.  25.  1777, 
married  and  resided  at  Bloomfield.  N.  Y.  These 
dates  arc  copied  from  “Walker  jMemorials  and 
Genealogies,”  ])age  39. 

There  arc  no  records  obtainable  of  the  families 
of  George,  jMatthew  and  Job.  all  of  whom  were 
residents  of  Dighton. 

(IV)  Josiah  Gooding,  horn  at  Dighton,  Nov. 
8,  1777.  married  Dec.  7,  1803,  Nancy  (or  Ann) 
Smith,  horn  at  Dighton,'  July  30,  1779,  daughter  of 
James  (4)  (Samuel  3,  Samuel  2,  Richard  i) 
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Smith,  of  Bristol,  who  took  his  young  family  to 
Dighton  to  live  while  Bristol  was  threatened  by 
the  British  during  the  Revolution.  Nancy  Smith's 
mother  was  Phebe  Ward  well,  daughter  of  John 
(4)  (Joseph  3,  Uzal  2,  William  i)  Wardwell,  and 
wife  Phebe  (4)  (Samuel  3,  Jabez  2,  John  i)  How- 
land. 

Josiah  Gooding  removed  to  Bristol  soon  after 
his  marriage,  in  1803,  and  resided  on  John  street. 
Assisted  by  his  brother-in-law,  i’erry,  lie  built  the 
double  house  on  the  corner  of  Hope  and  John 
streets,  and  his  oldest  child  was  born  there.  Soon 
afterward  he  built  the  house  on  Hope  street 
now  owned  by  St.  Alban’s  Lodge  of  Free 
jMasons,  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  Jan. 
13,  1866.  By  trade  he  was  a clock  and  watch 
maker,  his  specialty  being  the  manufacture  of  the 
tall  “grandfather’s  clocks,’’  mapy  of  which,  with 
their  mahogany  cases,  and  heavily  gilded  and  en- 
amelled faces,  bearing  his  name,  can  now  be  found 
in  Bristol,  telling  off  the  hours.  At  one  time  he 
was  postmaster  at  Bristol,  and,  later,  he  was  cashier 
of  the  old  Bristol  Bank.  In  middle  life  he  became 
so  crippled  with  rheumatism  that  his  activities  were 
lessened  and  he  opened  a store  for  the  sale  of  gro- 
ceries and  drugs.  He  was  an  excellent  musician 
and  trained  singers  for  the  several  choirs  in  town, 
at  each  of  which,  in  turn,  he  played  the  organ, 
taking  his  four  sons  to  sing,  until  such  time  as  each 
choir  could  stand  alone. 

The  last  forty  years  of  his  life  he  spent,  in  en- 
forced retirement,  in  his  favorite  study  of  the- Bible. 
Medical  science  and  surgery  also  received  their 
full  share  of  attention,  and  many  stories  are  told 
of  his  reliability  as  a natural  bone  setter  and  sur- 
geon. But  the  study  of  the  sacred  writings  and  of 
every  commentary  thereon  that  could  be  found  in 
the  English  language  filled  his  days  and  nights. 
Unable  to  move  without  the  use  of  two  crutches, 
too  deaf  to  admit  of  his  entering  into  ordinary 
conversation,  and  often  in  acute  pain,  his  com- 
plaints were  few  and  his  serenity  undisturbed  so 
long  as  he  had  the  companionship  of  his  beloved 
books  and  an  occasional  visitor  to  hear  his  disser- 
tations. He  died  of  pneumonia,  Jan.  13,  1866. 

Mr.  Gooding’s  first  wife,  the  mother  of  his  chil- 
dren, died  at  Bristol  Nov.  28,  1857.  On  Sept.  18, 
i860,  he  married  Abigail  Pitman,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Sarah  (Howland)  Pitman,  born  at  Bristol 
Sept.  8,  1808.  She  died  at  Providence,  July  27, 
1892.  The  children  of  Josiah  and  Nancy  (Smith) 
Gooding,  all  born  at  Bristol,  were : Josiah,  born 
July  15,  1806,  died  March  27,  1813.  James  Madi- 
son, born  March  4,  1809,  died  Sept.  25,  1897;  he 
married  (first)  Charity  Sprague,  of  Boston,  and 
(second)  Sarah  Kingsley,  of  Swansea.  Horatio, 
born  July  6,  i8ir,  died  Sept.  12,  1812.  Josiah, 
born  Oct.  10.  1813,  died  Oct.  18,  1879;  he  married 
Anna  W.  Sullings,  Oct.  3,  1845.  Irenseus,  born 
Feb.  14,  1815.  died  Oct.  18,  1897;  he  married  iMrs. 


Mary  Sherman,  of  New  Bedford.  Joseph  (after- 
ward Josephus),  born  Alarch  17,  1817,  married 
April  14,  1839,  I^Iary  Eleanor  Howland,  born  June 
17,  1821,  who  died  March  ii,  1903.  Anna,  born 
Aug.  II,  1819,  married  March  20,  1839,  Lot  Poole, 
of  Boston.  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  12,  1821,  died 
Nov,  II,  1822.  Mary,  born  i\lay  10,  1823,  married 
(first)  Jasper  H.  Morse,  born  in  1814,  who  died 
in  1865,  and  (second)  John  Sigafoss,  born  in  1819, 
who  died  in  1903. 

(V)  James  Madison  Gooding,  son  of  Josiah, 
born  March  4,  1809,  died  Sept.  25,  1897.  On 
Aug.  27,  1830,  he  married  Charity  Sprague,  of  Bos- 
ton, born  in  May,  1810,  who  died  at  Bristol  April 
10,  1884.  The  children  of  this  union,  born  at  Bris- 
tol, were:  Almira  Sprague,  born  June  21,  1831, 
died  in  infancy ; William,  born  in  1832,  also  died 
in  infancy;  Jane  Sprague,  born  Jan.  16,  1834,  mar- 
ried June  19,  1855,  Lemuel  A.  Bishop;  Alfred 
Winsor,  born  April  i,  1836,  married  Dec.  5,  1854, 
Mary  Abbie  Bradford,  born  July  7,  1835,  died 
March  13,  1891  ; William  James,  born  July  24, 
1842,  married  Jan.  i,  1868,  Abbie  Taylor  Dearth, 
born  Jan.  26,  1850;  Julia  Augusta,  born  June  10, 
1844,  married  June  19,  1866,  James  IMaxwell 
Wheaton,  born  at  Warren;  and  Josiah  Erancis, 
born  Oct.  ii,  1849,  married,  at  Lawrence,  iMay 
Yetton. 

(VT)  Jane  Sprague  Gooding,  daughter  of 
James  Madison,  born  Jan.  16,  1834,  married  June 
19,  1855,  Lemuel  Augustus  Bisbop,  and  died  at 
Worcester,  Nov.  24,  1892.  Their  children  were: 
Julia  Sprague,  born  Oct.  3,  1856,  at  Lawrence: 
Arthur  Stanley,  born  April  27,  1858;  Mary  Good- 
ing. born  IMay  20,  1859,  who  died  Sept.  13,  1859; 
Jennie  Winsor,  born  Sept.  3,  i860,  who  died  (Dct. 
19,  i860;  Erederick  Rice,  born  March  17.  1863; 
Grace  Mulford  and  Mabel  Gooding,  born  Feb.  28, 
1866;  Charity  Sprague,  born  at  Bristol,  Feb.  13, 
1873;  and  Harold  Augustus,  born  at  Bristol,  July 
12,  1875,  who  died  at  Worcester,  IMay  19.  1895. 

(Vli)  Arthur  Stanley  Bishop,  son  of  Lemuel 
Augustus  and  Jane  Sprague  (Gooding)  Bishop, 
born  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  April  27,  1858.  married 
at  Attleboro,  Sept.  25,  1883.  Harriet  Goodwin,  and 
they  had  children : Jennie  Adelaide,  horn  July  14, 
1884:  Marjorie  Goodwin,  Sept.  9,  1888;  and  Don- 
ald Stanley,  March  4,  1900. 

(VII)  Frederick  Rice  Bishop,  son  of  Lemuel 
A.  and  Jane  S.  Bishop,  born  at  Lawrence,  Mass., 
March  17,  1863,  married  at  Attleboro,  in  January, 
1886,  Amelia  Long,  and  their  children,  born  at  At- 
tleboro, are:  Mildred  Catherine,  born  Oct.  26, 
1886;  Harold  William,  born  Oct.  29,  1895:  and 
Kenneth  Long,  born  June  7,  1900. 

(VII)  Charity  Sprague  Bishop,  daughter  of 
Lemuel  A.  and  Jane  S.  Bishop,  born  at  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  Feb.  13,  1873,  married  at  Worcester,  Mass., 
June  5,  1895,  Frederick  Morgan  Cowles,  of  Wal- 
lingford, Conn.,  and  their  children,  born  at  Wal- 
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lingford,  Conn.,  are : Philip  Bishop,  born  iSlay 
26,  1899,  and  Frederick  IMorgan,  born  Aug.  19, 

1903-  , 

(\'I)  Alfred  Winsor  Gooding,  son  of  James 
Madison,  born  April  i,  1836,  married  at  Bristol, 
Dec.  5,  1854,  IMar}’  Abbie  Bradford,  who  was  born 
at  Bristol,  Jul}'  7,  1835,  and  died  there  March  13, 
1891.  Their  only  child,  James  Madison,  was  born 
at  Bristol  INIarch  27,  1857,  and  married  Oct.  18, 
1885,  Lily  M.  Wall.  Their  children  are:  William 
Bradford,  born  at  Bristol,  Aug.  9,  1886;  and  Mar- 
guerite Sprague,  born  at  Bristol,  July  6,  1889. 

(\T)  William  James  Gooding,  son  of  James 
Madison,  born  at  Bristol,  July  24,  1842,  married 
at  Bristol,  Jan.  i,  1868,  Abbie  Taylor  Dearth,  who 
was  born  at  Bristol  Jan.  26,  1850,  daughter  of  John 
Willis  and  Ruth  ^Marshall  Dearth.  They  had  one 
child,  Elizabeth  ^Marshall,  born  at  Bristol,  Sept.  17, 
1871,  who  was  married  Feb.  24,  1892,  to  Charles 
Fenn  Wooding,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  and  they 
have  had  three  children : Herbert  IMarshall,  born 
Feb.  5,  1893;  Raymond  Fenn,  April  22,  1895,  and 
Newton  William,  Aug.  14,  1900. 

(\T)  Julia  Augusta  Gooding,  daughter  of 
James  Madison,  was  born  at  Bristol,  June  10,  1844, 
and  married  at  Warren,  June  19,  1866,  James  Max- 
well M'heaton,  a native  of  Warren.  They  had  two 
children,  born  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  Edith,  on  July 
23,  1869;  and  Alice,  on  Nov.  16,  1871. 

(VII)  Edith  Wheaton,  daughter  of  James  IM. 
and  Julia  A.  (Gooding)  Wheaton,  was  born  at 
Lawrence,  July  23,  1869,  and  was  married  at  Dor- 
chester, Oct.  4,  1893,  to  Nelson  Reade  Hall,  IM. 
D.,  of  Warren,  R.  I.  Their  children,  born  at  War- 
ren, R.  I.,  are:  John  Robert  Wheaton,  born  Dec. 
20,  1894;  and  Alice  Wheaton,  born  Feb.  9,  1897. 

(VH)  Alice  Wheaton,  daughter  of  James  M. 

and  Julia  A.  (Gooding)  Wheaton,  born  at  Law- 
rence. IMass.,  Nov.  16,  1871,  married  at  Dorches- 
ter, Mass.,  April  7,  1896,  William  Parker  Sargent, 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  their  children,  born  at  Pitts- 
burg, are:  Earle  Wheaton,  born  Oct.  22,  1898; 
and  , born  . 

(VI)  Josiah  Francis  Gooding,  son  of  James 
Madison,  was  born  at  Bristol,  Oct.  ii,  1849, 
married  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  Alay  Yetton,  and’their 
children,  born  at  Lawrence,  were:  Harold  and 
Frank  Earle. 

(V)  Josiah  Gooding,  son  of  Josiah,  was  born 
at  Bristol,  Oct.  10,  1813.  and  died  at  Brookline, 
Mass.,  Oct.  18,  1879.  On  Oct.  3.  1845.  he  married 
Anna  Wilbur  Sullings,  who  was  born  in  New  Bed- 
ford. IMass.,  June  23,  1824,  daughter  of  Rev.  Her- 
vey  and  Rachel  (Booth)  Sullings.  After  attend- 
ing the  town  school  until  he  was  seventeen,  and  as- 
sisting his  father  in  clockmaking  for  a year,  he 
went  to  Boston  to  learn  the  watchmaker’s  and  jew- 
eler’s trade.  Soon  establishing  himself  in  business, 
he  became  well  known  and  prosperous,  remaining 
for  thirtv-five  years  in  loy’s  buildiiur.  Washington 
street.  Giving  up  the  business  to  his  eldest  son, 


he  opened  a banking  office  in  Sear's  building  and 
there  remained  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1879, 
amassing  a large  fortune.  Josiah  Gooding  was  a 
man  of  quick  perception,  decisive  in  his  judgments, 
and  exact  to  a hair.  He  was  a great  admirer  of 
Theodore  Parker,  whose  parishioner  he  was,  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  anti-slavery  struggle.  He 
resided  for  twenty-five  years  in  Brookline,  where 
his  widow  still  occupies  the  family  home.  The 
children  of  Josiah  and  Anna  W.  (Sullings)  Good- 
ing, all  born  at  Brookline,  were : Theodore  Par- 
ker, born  Dec.  24,  1846,  married  INIay  18,  1881, 
Ebenena  Quiner ; Amelia  Dyer,  born  March  30, 
1848,  died  July  7,  1892;  Annie  Sullings,  born  Jan. 
24,  1855,  married  June  27,  1882,  Gerrit  Smith 
Sykes;  Alfred,  born  May  10,  1856,  married  June 
I,  1887,  Mabel  Sise ; Charles  Sumner,  born  June 
22,  1858,  married  Sept.  14,  1881,  Cora  Adeline 
Haven ; and  Josiah  Ferdinand,  born  Sept.  22,  1865, 
married  June  17,  1897,  Edna  Foster  Tobey. 

(VI)  Theodore  Parker  and  Ebenena  (Quiner) 
Gooding,  the  latter  born  at  Marblehead,  IMass., 
Dec.  18,  1850,  daughter  of  Capt.  Eben  and  Deborah 

H.  Quiner,  had  one  child,  Theodore,  born  in  Bos- 
ton, Oct.  3,  1883,  who  died  at  Cambridge,  Jan.  29, 
1903,  while  a student  at  Harvard.  Theodore  P. 
Gooding,  after  many  years  in  the  jewelry  business 
with  his  father,  continued  at  Joy’s  building,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Gooding  & Lyford.  Mr.  Good- 
ing finally  retired,  and  has  since  been  occupied  in 
the  care  of  his  estate. 

(VI)  Annie  Sullings  Gooding,  daughter  of  Jo- 
siah, was  born  at  Brookline  Jan.  24.  1855,  and  mar- 
ried June  27,  1882,  Gerrit  Smith  Sykes,  who  was 
born  at  Mercer,  Pa.,  July  15,  1852.  Mr.  Sykes  was 
a graduate  of  Harvard  University  in  1877  and  of 
Harvard  Law  School  in  1880.  He  has  been  for 
over  twenty  years  a successful  lawyer  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  Their  children,  born  at  Cincinnati, 
are : Milly  Gooding,  born  July  29,  1884,  and  An- 
nie Christine,  born  Dec.  24,  1887. 

(VI)  Rev.  Alfred  Gooding,  son  of  Josiah,  was 
born  at  Brookline,  May  10,  1856,  and  married  June 

I.  1887,  Mabel,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  Sise; 
she  was  born  at  Portsmouth.  N.  H..  Nov.  24.  1862. 
Alfred  Gooding  graduated  fiom  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  1877,  and  after  several  years  of  study  in 
Germany  took  a degree  in  the  University  of  Bonn. 
Returning  to  Boston  in  1880  he  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  in  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  now  has 
charge  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  where  were  born  his  children:  Fred- 
erick, Nov.  19,  1889;  and  Eleanor,  Dec.  30,  1893. 

(VI)  Charles  Sumner  Gooding,  son  of  Josiah. 
was  born  in  Brookline,  June  22,  1858,  and  married 
Sept.  14,  1881,  Cora  Adeline,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Fannie  Haven,  born  in  Brookline  March  22, 
1863.  Charles  S.  Gooding  graduated  from  the 
Massachusetts  Technical  Institute  in  June,  1881, 
and  was  at  once  appointed  instructor  in  the  North 
Carolina  State  University.  After  several  years 
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spent  in  the  South  he  returned  to  Boston,  where  he 
now  resides.  His  children  are : Helen  Louise, 
born  Jan.  12,  1883  ; Marjorie,  Sept.  15,  1885;  and 
Dorothy,  May  i,  1888. 

(VII)  Helen  Louise  Gooding,  daughter  of 
Charles  Sumner,  born  Jan.  12,  1883,  was  married 
at  Brookline,  Sept.  25,  1905,  to  Daniel  Ashton 
Rollins. 

(VI)  Josiah  Ferdinand  Gooding,  son  of  Jo- 
siah,  was  born  at  Brookline,  Sept.  22,  1865,  and 
married  June  17,  1897,  Edna  Foster  Tobey,  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Isaac  B.  Tompkins,  Jr.  She  was  born 
in  New  Bedford  Oct.  6,  1874.  Mr.  Gooding  is  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  of  the  Harvard 
Law  School,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Brookline. 

(V)  Josephus  Gooding,  son  of  Josiah  and  Ann 
(Smith)  Gooding,  was  born  at  Bristol  iMarch  17, 
1817,  and  attended  the  “Town  School”  until  his 
seventeenth  year,  when  he  was  sent  to  learn  the 
jeweler’s  and  watchmaker’s  trade  at  Boston  of  his 
uncle,  Henry  Gooding,  as  his  brothers,  James  and 
Josiah,  had  previously  done.  Returning  to  Bristol, 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  James  M.  Gooding  for  sev- 
eral years,  when  he  went  into  business  for  himself, 
and  thereafter  his  sign  was  seen  on  Bristol  streets 
for  over  fifty  years.  During  his  long  life  he  has 
adhered  to  his  determination  never  to  hold  public 
office,  making  an  exception,  however,  for  many 
years,  of  that  of  superintendent  of  public  streets, 
that  he  might  assist  in  beautifying  the  town  by 
planting  and  protecting  its  shade  trees.  In  some 
cases,  notably  that  of  i\It.  Hope  avenue,  he  planted 
every  tree  beside  the  walks.  From  early  youth 
IMr.  Gooding  was  a musician  of  no  mean  order, 
singing  in  several  church  choirs,  for  years  being 
organist  of  St.  klichael’s  Church,  for  many  years 
the  repairer  of  all  of  the  church  organs  in  town, 
and  performing,  with  equal  ability,  upon  many 
musical  instruments.  Since  his  marriage,  in  1839, 
he  has  managed  the  tract  of  land  in  the  east  part 
of  the  town  known  for  more  than  220  years  as 
“Howland  Farm,”  and  where  since  1843  had 

his  residence.  In  connection  with  the  business  of  a 
large  dairy  and  market  farm  (in  which  he  was  ably 
assisted  for  twenty-five  years  by  his  son)  he  estab- 
lished the  first  plant  in  Bristol  for  harvesting  and 
storing  ice  for  summer  distribution. 

In  the  summer  of  r888  Mr.  Gooding,  his  wife 
and  nine  of  their  eleven  descendants  were  stricken 
in  the  typhoid  fever  epidemic,  when  his  son  and 
his  eldest  grandchild  died.  At  that  time  all  of  the 
above  branches  of  industry  ceased,  and  Mr.  Good- 
ing retired  to  devote  himself  to  the  care  of  his  es- 
tate, being  chiefly  occupied  in  building  and  main- 
taining tenements  for  housing  operatives  of  the 
National  India  Rubber  Company.  IMr.  Gooding 
is  at  present,  in  Bristol,  the  oldest  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  frequently  walks  into  town  from 
his  home  and  is  deeply  interested  in  all  public  im- 
provements. On  Nov.  8,  1904,  he  walked  to  the 
polls  to  vote  for  Mr.  Roosevelt,  and  remarked  after- 
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ward  that  he  had  “voted  for  every  Whig  or  Repub- 
lican President  for  sixty-four  years.” 

On  April  14,  1839,  Josephus  Gooding  married 
Mary  Eleanor  Howland,  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Mary  LeBaron  (Bradford)  Howland,  of  Bristol. 
She  was  born  June  17,  1821,  and  died  March  ii, 
1903,  after  sixty-three  years  of  married  life,  dur- 
ing which  she  was  always  the  patient,  wise  and  de- 
voted wife  and  mother.  Possessed  of  mentality  of 
a high  order,  she  influenced  her  family  as  few  wo- 
men can,  and  remained  their  sympathetic  guide  and 
inspiration  until  the  last.  The  children  born  to  Jo- 
seplnis  and  Mary  Eleanor  (Howland)  Gooding, 
all  born  at  Bristol,  were : Emily  Grafton,  born 
Dec.  17,  1840;  Charles  Howland,  born  Oct.  31, 
1842;  Helen  Frances,  born  iMay  17,  1846;  Ger- 
trude, born  July  15,  1855;  and  Mary  Bradford, 
born  Nov.  20,  i860. 

(VT)  Charles  Howland  Gooding,  son  of  Jo- 
sephus, was  born  at  Bristol,  Oct.  31,  1842,  and 
died  there  Aug.  3,  1888.  He  married  at  Bristol, 
iMarch  ii,  1863,  Mary  James  Boyd,  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Boyd,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Elnora  Howland,  born  Nov.  27, 
1863,  ''ho  died  at  Bristol,  July  26,  1888.  She  mar- 
ried at  Providence,  July  29,  1885,  Herbert  H.  Tay- 
lor, son  of  Nathan  Taylor,  of  Worcester,  and  one 
child,  Alarguerite  Howland,  was  born  to  them  at 
Bristol,  Jan.  15,  1887. 

(VI)  Helen  Frances  Gooding,  daughter  of  Jo- 
sephus, was  born  May  17,  1846,  and  died  at  Wor- 
cester, IMass.,  April  3,  1884.  She  married  at  Bris- 
tol, Oct.  10,  1877,  Henry  Langdon  Parker,  Esq., 
of  Wrcester,  who  was  born  at  South  Acton, 
Mass.,  Oct.  7,  1832,  being  his  second  wife.  Their 
children,  both  born  at  Worcester,  are:  Herbert 
Gooding,  born  June  13,  1879,  who  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  College  in  1902,  and  entered  the  Law 
School  of  Boston  L^niversity  in  October,  1904 ; and 
Gertrude  Marshall,  born  July  18,  1883. 

(VI)  Mary  Bradford  Gooding,  daughter  of  Jo- 
sephus, was  born  at  Bristol,  Nov.  20,  i860,  and 
married  at  Bristol,  June  29,  1880,  Charles  Frank- 
lin Stevens,  who  was  born  at  Worcester,  Mass., 
Aug.  16,  1855,  son  of  Charles  Pardon  and  Eliza- 
beth Stevens.  The  following  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  all  at  Worcester:  George  Gooding, 
born  April  15,  1882;  Charles  Julius,  born  Jan.  12, 
1885,  who  was  drowned  at  Lake  Quinsigamund, 
June  26,  1906;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  18,  1890; 
and  Alice  Bradford,  born  April  25,  1898. 

(V)  Anna  Gooding,  daughter  of  Josiah,  was 
born  in  Bristol  Aug.  ii,  1819,  and  married  at  Bris- 
tol, iMarch  20,  1839,  Lot  Poole,  of  Boston.  They 
had  children  as  follows,  born  at  Boston:  Sidney 
Gooding,  born  Feb.  5,  1840:  Edwin  D.,  born  Nov. 
22,  1841,  and  Herman,  born  March  9,  1848. 

(VI)  Sidney  Gooding  Poole  married  at  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  and  they  had  two  daughters,  Tennye 
(who  died  in  1894)  and  Lyllian. 

(VL)  Edwin  D.  Poole  married  Gertrude*  Gard- 
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ner,  daughter  of  Stephen  Gardner,  of  Bristol.  l\lr. 
Poole  has  for  many  years  been  a resident  of  Buf- 
falo, X.  Y.,  engaged  in  business  as  a large  lumber 
dealer.  His  children,  born  at  Buffalo,  are:  Hallie 
and  Gardner. 

(\'I)  Herman  Poole,  a resident  of  New  York 
City,  is  married,  but  has  no  children. 

(\')  Mary  Gooding,  daughter  of  Josiah,  born  at 
Bristol,  :\Iay  10,  1823,  married  (first)  Jasper  Ha- 
zen  IMcrse,  who  was  born  June  20,  1814,  and  died 
Jan.  21,  1865.  They  had  one  child,  Stella,  born 
at  Bristol,  June  12,  1863,  who  is  now  a successful 
teacher  of  music  in  Providence,  residing  with  her 
mother.  Mary  (Gooding)  INlorse  married  (sec- 
ond) July  29,  1871,  John  Sigafoss,  of  \’ineland,  X. 
J.,  born  lAb.  6,  1819,  died  March  9,  1903. 

JILLSOX  (Woonsocket  and  Providence).  P'or 
approximately  two  and  one-half  centuries  the  Jill- 
sons  of  those  parts  of  ^Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  lying  adjacent  to  each  other  have  been  a 
continuous  family  here  and  have  stood  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  for  good  and  useful  citizen- 
ship, having  been  men  and  women  of  substance, 
who  have  moved  in  the  highest  spheres  of  moral, 
religious  and  social  advancement.  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  and  subsecjuent  towns  coming  out  of  it, 
both  in  IMassachusetts  and  now  Rhode  Island,  have 
been  the  mother  towns  of  the  family.  In  more 
• recent  years  at  Woonsocket  and  Providence  have 
figured  prominently  a branch  of  the  old  family, 
some  of  the  posterity  of  the  late  Allen  Bennett 
Jillson,  for  years  a valuable  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  societv  at  W oonsocket,  a deacon,  in  the  Bap- 
tist Ghurch  there,  one  of  whose  sons  is  the  Hon. 
P'rancello  George  Jillson,  citizen,  soldier,  legislator, 
senator,  etc.,  and  long  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  native  city  and  State ; and  another,  Ollys  Allen 
Jillson,  for  a third  of  a century  and  more  was  the 
efficient  cashier  of  the  WYybosset  National  Bank 
until  its  absorption  in  1904  by  the  Union  Trust 
Company,  and  has  been  foremost  in  religious  work 
in  Providence.  It  is  with  the  history  and  genea- 
logy of  this  branch  of  the  Jillson  family  that  this 
article  is. to  briefly  deal.  I'he  arrangement  is 
chronological  from  the  immigrant  settler. 

(I)  James  Jillson  (formerly  Gilson),  by  tra- 
dition of  Scotch  descent  and  coming  from  England 
to  New  England,  was  an  early  settler  at  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  which  was  settled  in  1644.  He  became  one 
of  the  purchasers  of  what  was  called  the  Rehoboth 
North  Purchase,  which  included  what  is  now  Attle- 
Ijoro,  Mass.,  Cumberland.  R.  I.,  and  a ])art  of 
Mansfield  and  Norton.  His  homestead  farm  was 
in  what  is  now  called  South  .Attleboro,  where  he 
lived  and  died,  and  where  his  children  were  born. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary.  They 
both  died  a short  time  previous  to  the  division  of 
the  homestead  between  their  .sons,  Nov.  13.  1712. 
Their  children  were:  Nathaniel,  born  jam  24, 
1675;  Mary,  born  lAb.  27,  1680;  and  James,  born 
Nov.  18,  1684. 


(II)  Nathaniel  Jillson,  son  of  James,  born  in 
Rehoboth  (now  Attleboro)  Jan.  24,  1675,  niarried 
between  1700  and  1705  Elizabeth,  and  they  lived 
for  several  years  thereafter  on  a part  of  the  home- 
stead in  Attleboro  that  has  ever  since  been  called 
the  Old  Eield.  He  removed  to  Dedham  Gore 
(afterward  Bellingham)  and  was  living  there  in 
November,  1712.  He  was  a cooper  and  farmer,  and 
died  May  9,  1751.  His  children  were:  Na- 
thaniel, Uriah,  Martha,  Priscilla  and  Elizabeth. 

(III)  Uriah  Jillson,  son  of  Nathaniel,  married 
Sarah,  born  Nov.  15,  1713,  daughter  of  James 
Ballou,  and  they  resided  in  Cumberland.  Mr. 
Jillson  was  a farmer  and  a large  land  holder ’in 
what  was  Bellingham,  now  Cumberland  and  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  At  the  first  town  meeting  in  Cumber- 
land, Feb.  10,  1746,  he  was  chosen  one  of  two 
for  the  valuation  of  real  estate,  respecting  making 
freemen.  At  the  next  meeting  he  was  chosen  town 
sergeant;  in  August,  1751,  he  was  elected  a grand 
juryman;  June  4,  1755,  and  later  also,  town  treas- 
urer, gauger  and  sealer  of  weights  and  measures. 
He  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace,  which  latter 
office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Sept.  16, 
1781.  His  widow,  Sarah,  passed  away  April  19, 
1795.  Their  children  were:  Enos,  born  June  25, 
1735;  Anne,  Oct.  14,  1736;  I’hillis,  Oct.  31,  1738; 
Stephen,  Feb.  16,  1741;  Catherine,  July  18,  1743; 
Sarah,  Dec.  8,  1745;  Elizabeth,  March  10,  1749; 
Uriah,  IMay  8,  1750:  and  Paul,  Dec.  6,  1752. 

(I\’)  Uriah  Jillson  (2),  son  of  Uriah,  born 
IMay  8,  1750,  died  Nov.  10,  1836.  'He  married  Dec. 
3,  1772,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
Clark,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  She  was  born  April 
30,  1/53-  March  17,  1822.  He  married 

(second)  Nov.  6,  1823,  Hadassah  Mowry,  of 
Smithfield,  who  died  Aug.  13,  1845.  The  first 
Mrs.  Jillson  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Mr.  Jillson  was  a farmer.  His  children 
were:  Priscilla,  born  March  i,  1774;  Prudence, 
March  17,  1775;  Temperance,  April  12,  1778; 

Elizabeth,  April  24,  1783;  Uriah,  Oct.  8,  1785; 
Rachel.  Aug.  14,  1791;  Achsah,  April  24,  1794; 
and  Silas  Clark,  April  17,  1799. 

(Y)  Uriah  Jillson  (3),  son  of  Uriah  (2),  born 
Oct.  8,  1785,  died  in  Douglass,  Mass.,  June  21, 
1863.  Ill  August,  1809.  he  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Peleg  and  Susannah  Taft,,  of  Richmond, 
N.  H.,  who  was  born  in  1789  and  died  in  Douglass, 
Mass.,  June  5,  1865.  Their  children,  all  born  in 
Cumberland.  R.  I..  w'ere  : Teres  Ann,  born  Aug. 
7,  1810,  who  died  July  22,  1833;  Allen  Bennett, 
born  Oct.  19,  1812;  Lucy  T.,  born  July  14,  1815; 
and  Gilbert  L.,  born  Dec.  23,  1819. 

(\  I)  Allen  Bennett  Jillson,  son  of  Uriah  (3), 
born  Oct.  19,  1812,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  died  in 
W’oonsocket.  July  30.  1883.  Pie  married  Abby, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hunt,  of  Webster,  Mass., 
who  was  born  Dec.  16.  1807,  and  died  Jan.  12, 
1896,  at  Woonsocket.  She  was  a descendant  of 
Enoch  Hunt,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Weymouth, 
IMass.,  who  came  from  the  County  of  Bucks,  Eng- 
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land,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  in  1638.  Prior  to  her  marriage  Airs.  Jillson 
was  a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools. 
Air.  Allen  B.  Jillson  lived  at  Woosocket,  where 
he  was  occupied  as  a harness-maker.  He  and 
his  wife  were  useful  and  influential  members 
of  society  in  the  community,  and  valued  members 
of  the  Baptist  C'hurch  of  Woonsocket,  in  which  he 
for  many  years,  until  his  death,  served  as  a deacon. 
Their  children  were:  Plenry  Francello,  born  Nov. 
22,  1836,  died  Sept.  2,  1838;  George  Francis,  born 
Aug.  II,  1838,  died  Aug.  13,  1840;  Francello 

George,  horn  Sept.  22,  1841,  is  mentioned  below; 
Abby  Aledora,  born  Alarch  20,  1843,  married  San- 
ford Dagget;  Ollys  Allen,  horn  Aug.  13,  1845, 
mentioned  below. 

(VII)  Francello  George  Jillson,  son  of 
Allen  Bennett  and  Abby  (Hunt)  Jillson,  born  Sept. 
22,  1841,  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  married  Sept.  3, 
1868,  Emma,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Alice  (In- 
man) Potter,  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.  She  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Friends’  School  in  Providence  and  at 
the  State  Normal  School  and  for  a period  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  Air.  and  Airs.  Jillson  had  one 
son,  Francello  A.,  horn  Aug.  16,  1869,  who  died 
April  30,  1896,  unmarried.  He  was  for  some  years 
a resident  of  Nebraska,  where  he  was  representing 
his  father  in  some  business  enterprises. 

Francello  George  Jillson  received  his  prelimin- 
ary education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
village,  then  attended  the  New  London  Literary 
and  Scientific  Institution,  at  New  London,  N.  H., 
and  furthered  his  studies  in  the  Woonsocket  high 
school  with  a view  of  entering  college.  This  ar- 
rangement, however,  was  broken  in  upon  by  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  for  when  Sumter 
was  fired  upon  young  Jillson  laid  aside  his  hooks 
and  went  to  the  defense  of  his  country,  enlisting  in 
the  spring  of  1861.  He  became  corporal  in  a com- 
pany of  the  I St  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  De- 
tached Alilitia,  commanded  by  Col.  (afterward 
General)  Ambrose  E.  Burnside.  He  went  to  the 
front  with  his  command  and  was  a participant 
in  the  memorable  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  be- 
came first  lieutenant  of  Company  G,  9th  Regiment, 
R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  also  served  as  judge-advocate 
of  regimental  court-martial. 

Prior  to  his  military  service  Air.  Jillson  had,  in 
1858  and  1859,  been  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  New  London,  N.  H..  and  on  his  return  from  the 
army  resumed  that  vocation,  teaching  respectively 
in  Blackstone  and  Woonsocket,  and  in  Cumberland 
occupied  the  position  of  superintendent  of  schools. 
This  brought  him  along  in  the  middle  sixties, 
when  his  next  step  was  to  prepare  for  the  legal  pro- 
fession, which  he  did  under  the  direction  of  George 
W.  Everett,  Esq.,  of  New  London,  N.  H.,  Hon. 
George  F.  Hoar,  of  Worcester,  and  Jewell  & Field, 
of  Boston,  respectively.  On  Feb.  25,  1865,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Boston,  Alass.  He  then 
went  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  took  a position  as 


clerk  in  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the 
Union  army  with  the  view-  of  later  on  engaging 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  that  State  if  the  con- 
ditions there  seemed  to  warrant.  Plolding  that 
position  some  three  months,  he  was  then  urged  by 
friends  to  return,  as  they  wanted  him  to  he  clerk 
of  his  native  towm,  Cumberland,  of  which  Woon- 
socket was  then  a part.  Yielding  to  these  ap- 
peals he  did  return,  was  chosen  clerk  of  the 
Woonsocket  court  of  Alagistrates,  and  also  clerk 
of  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  later  of  Woon- 
socket, on  the  latter’s  incorporation,  serving  in  these 
positions  until  November,  1874,  when  he  resigned 
in  order  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  the  practice 
of  law.  In  the  meantime,  in  1869,  he  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  at  Providence, 
and  in  1875  to  practice  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
court.  Since  Alay,  1889,  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Providence. 

Aside  from  his  profession  Air.  Jillson  has  been 
active  and  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  many 
times  honored  with  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. As  a Republican  he  was  elected  a member 
of  tlie  State  Senate  from  Woonsocket  in  1870  and 
1871,  and  from  1881  to  1886  inclusive  he  repre- 
sented his  town  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  As- 
sembly, being  chosen  Speaker  three  successive 
times.  In  1876-77  he  was  president  of  the  Woon- 
socket council  and  for  several  years  was  town  so- 
licitor of  W’oonsocket.  For  many  years,  beginning 
with  1879,  he  W'as  a trustee  of  the  Harris  Institute, 
and  from  its  organization  for  years  he  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Woonsocket  Hospital.  For  years  he 
was  trustee  of  the  Producers’  Savings  Bank,  and  of 
the  Woonsocket  Institution  for  Savings,  and  for 
many  years  from  1872  he  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  investments  of  the  latter  institution.  For 
years  from  1878  he  was  a member  of  the  Republi- 
can State  Central  Committee.  In  1874  he  was 
president  of  the  Republican  Congressional  Con- 
vention of  the  Second  district  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  in  1880  he  was  president  of  the  Republican 
State  Convention  and  for'  a period  was  president 
of  the  Republican  organization  of  Woonsocket. 

Air.  Jillson  has  long  been  prominent  in  the 
Alasonic  fraternity,  having  been  made  a Alason 
Alarch  3,  1865,  and  has  held  numerous  offices 
therein,  having  been  high  priest,  eminent  com- 
mander, thrice  illustrious  master,  and  now  being 
the  senior  past  grand  high  priest  of  the  AI.  E. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island.  Alany  years  ago 
he  reached  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Alasonry. 

Air.  Jillson  is  also  a member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  has  been  commander  of  Smith 
Post,  No.  9,  at  Woonsocket,  also  judge  advocate 
of  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island  twice,  and  in 
1907  became  junior  vice  department  commander 
of  the  State.  He  was  a member  of  the  commission 
under  whose  direction  the  soldiers’  monument  at 
Woonsocket  was  built  and  erected.  At  present  he 
is  chairman  of  the  commission  appointed  by  the 
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g-ovcrnor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  1907  to 
investigate  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  remains  of 
Roger  Williams. 

Hr.  Jillson  was  one  of  the  originators  and 
drafted  the  charters  of  the  H'oonsocket  Water 
Works  Company,  which  subsequently  sold  the 
works  to  the  town  of  Woonsocket ; of  the  Woon- 
socket Opera  House  Company;  of  the  Woonsocket 
Street  Railway  Company ; and  of  the  Woonsocket 
and  Pascoag  Railroad  Company.  He  also  took 
a very  active  part  in  securing  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  \Voonsocket,  in  the  annexation  of  the 
westerly  portion  thereof  from  the  old  town  of 
Smithfield,  and  in  the  preparation  of  the  charter 
of  the  city  of  Woonsocket.  In  May,  1906,  he  was 
chosen  treasurer  of  Pine  Ridge  camp  for  consump- 
tives, which  office  he  still  holds. 

(\*II)  Ollys  Allex  Jillsox,  son  of  Allen 
Bennett  and  Abby  (Hunt)  Jillson,  was  born  x-\ug. 
13,  1845,  in  M’oonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  married  May 
17,  1871,  Clara  Louisa  Ladd,  youngest  daughter 
of  Joseph  Warren  and  Almey  (Wickes)  Ladd,  of 
M'arwick  and  Providence,  respectively.  IMrs.  Jill- 
son died  July  13,  1907.  They  had  one  son,  Harold 
Ladd,  born  March  24,  1876,  who  graduated  from 
the  English  high  school  in  1892,  entering  Brown 
University  the  following  year,  and  was  in  the 
Sophomore  year  when  he  died,  Aug.  17,  1894. 

Ollys  Allen  Jillson  received  his  education  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
at  the  New  London  Literary  and  Scientific  Insti- 
tution, New  London,  N.  H.  During  his  boyhood, 
through  his  home  school  period,  he  was  familiarly 
and  favorably  known  by  the  people  of  Woonsocket 
as  one  of  that  city’s  newsboys,  following  this  vo- 
cation in  connection  with  his  boyhood  duties  for 
some  si.x  years,  and  while  yet  a boy,  in  1864 
1865,  he  taught  school  at  Sunapee,  N.  H.,  and  at 
Provincetown,  iMass.  Later  on,  in  the  village  of 
Waterford,  R.  I.  and  Mass.,  he  was  bookkeeper 
in  the  woolen  mills  of  Evans,  Seagrave  & Co.,  of 
Providence.  In  1867  he  was  made  bookkee])er  in 
the  M’eybos.set  National  Bank  at  Providence,  a 
relation  he  sustained  to  the  bank  for  eight  years, 
and  then,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1875,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  bank,  a 
connection  he  retained  until  June,  1904,  as  pre- 
viously noted. 

]\Ir.  Jillson  in  1858  became  a member  of  the 
W'oonsocket  Baptist  Church,  and  since  1870,  when 
he  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Cranston 
Street  Baptist  Church  at  Providence,  he  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  and  most  active  members  thereof. 
Eor  years  he  served  as  the  clerk  of  the  society  and 
for  a long  period  was  the  leader  of  the  music  in 
both  church  and  Sunday-school,  was  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  many 
years,  and  since  May,  1884,  has  been  one 
of  the  deacons  in  the  church.  lie  has  been  treas- 
urer of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist  Educational  So- 
ciety for  the  past  dozen  years,  and  has  been  treas- 


urer of  the  Providence  Y.  M.  C.  A.  since  April, 
1891.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  St.  Luke’s  Guild, 
formed  in  Providence  in  1906,  in  connection  with 
the  furthering  of  the  Oppenheimer  treatment  for 
inebriates.  Mrs.  Jillson  united  with  the  Friend- 
ship Baptist  Church  and  later  transferred  to  the 
Cranston  Street  Baptist  Church,  and  for  many 
years  was  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  the 
Y.  ]\I.  C.  A.,  and  a member  and  treasurer  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society. 

ENOCH  W.  LOVELL.  ^ Among  the  promi- 
nent and  honored  citizens  ot  East  Greenwich,  a 
man  who  strove  for  the  good  of  the  community  as 
much  as  for  his  own  personal  aggrandizement,  was 
the  late  Enoch  W.  Lovell.  He  was  the  son  of 
Enoch  and  Lucy  (Caswell)  Lovell,  who  came  from 
^Massachusetts  and  settled  in  North  Kingstown. 

Enoch  Lovell,  the  father  of  Enoch  W.,  settled 
at  Wickford,  in  North  Kingstown,  and  followed 
the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  was  the  father  of  these 
children : Mary  C.,  who  married  Jefferson  Na- 
son; Lucy  Ann,  who  married  Joshua  Arnold; 
Philip,  who  married  (first)  Pamelia  Brown,  (sec- 
ond) Sarah  Knight,  and  (third)  Mary  Wood;  Wil- 
liam, the  twin  of  Philip,  who  married  Sarah  Sher- 
man; Enoch  W. ; John  W.,  who  married  Betsy 
Horton;  Abel,  who  married  (first)  Cynthia  Brown, 
and  (second)  Rhoda  Gage;  and  Abbey  Francis, 
who  never  married. 

Enoch  W.  Lovell  was  born  in  North  Kings- 
town, April  25,  1826.  In  early  life  his  educational 
advantages  were  very  limited,  but  he  made  the 
most  of  those  that  were  offered.  At  about  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  came  to  East  Greenwich  for  a while, 
but  soon  went  to  Providence,  where  he  remained 
a few  years,  learning  the  plumbing  trade  under 
William  Belcher.  Having  mastered  its  details,  he 
returned  to  East  Greenwich,  and  started  in  the 
plumbing  business  near  the  depot.  He  prospered, 
and  later  moved  into  larger  and  more  elaborate 
quarters  on  Main  street,  where  he  had  erected  a 
building,  and  there  he  continued  while  in  active 
business. 

In  1862  Mr.  Lovell  enlisted  as  fifer  in  the  12th 
Rhode  Island  Regiment  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  but  after  nine  months’  service  he 
returned  home. 

Mr.  Lovell  was  united  in  marriage  in  1851  with 
Miss  Eunice  B.  Carter,  who  was  born  July  26, 
1834,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Car- 
ter, of  East  Greenwich.  They  had  issue  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  H.,  born  Aug.  29,  1852,  married 
Susan  Budlong,  and  lives  in  West  Chicago,  111. ; 
James  IL,  born  Nov.  25,  1855,  married  Ella 
Darling,  and  resides  in  Providence;  Sarah  C., 
born  Dec.  14,  1857,  married  Anson  G.  Carlton,  and 
resides  at  Northam])ton,  r^Iass. : Emma  died  iiU- 
infancy ; and  Emma  J.  was  born  June  7,  t864. 

Mr.  Lovell  was  not  active  in  business  for  the 
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last  eight  or  ten  years  of  his  life,  but  he  quietly  en- 
joyed the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  was  a man 
who  took  more  interest  in  domestic  and  business 
affairs  than  in  politics,  and  was  one  of  those  sturdy 
individuals  who  have  meant  so  much  to  the  growth 
and  material  prosperity  of  our  country.  He  was 
a man  who  was  attentive  to  the  minutest  detail,  and 
was  a model  of  sobriety  and  morality.  He  was  one 
of  the  charter  members  and  past  grand  of  Har- 
mony Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  East  Greenwich.  He 
was  not  a church  member,  but  was  possessed  of 
that  broad  charity  that  finds  good  in  all.  He  died 
Jan.  3,  1904,  and  he  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Eunice  L.  Lovell,  who  resides  at  the  corner  of 
Pierce  and  Spring  streets.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  one  of  the  most  respected  la- 
dies of  East  Greenwich. 

HON.  WALTER  PRICE,  postmaster  at  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  and  one  of  the  well-known  men  in 
that  section  of  the  State,  is  prominent  in  the  busi- 
ness and  social  life  of  the  town,  where  his  enter- 
prise and  public  spirit  have  long  been  felt.  He 
was  born  in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  June  18,  1845,  eldest 
son  of  David  Walter  Price,  a native  of  Wales,  and 
his  wife,  Maria  (Smith),  who  was  a native  of  Bris- 
tol, England. 

David  Walter  Price  and  his  wife  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1838.  He  was  by  profession  a civil  engineer, 
and  was  on  the  staff  that  put  through  the  Hartford, 
Providence  & Fishkill  Railroad.  In  1854  he  went 
to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  located  but  a short 
time,  when  he  went  to  Mystic,  Conn.,  where  he 
died  in  the  spring  of  1864.  He  was  superintendent 
of  the  Elm  Grove  Cemetery  Association.  His  wife 
died  in  December,  1862,  at  Mystic,  Conn.  She  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Both  David  Walter  Price  and  his  wife  are  buried 
in  the  Elm  Grove  Cemetery  at  Mystic,  Conn.  Their 
children  were : a daughter  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Walter ; John  Owen,  deceased,  who  was  a druggist ; 
and  Charles  Thomas,  a druggist,  also  deceased,  who 
married  in  Westerly  and  had  two  children,  Maud 
and  Charles  B. 

Walter  Price  spent  his  school  days  in  Plain- 
field,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  nine  years  old. 
He  later  attended  school  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and 
Mystic,  Conn.,  receiving  a good  education.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted.  Sept.  21,  1861,  in 
Company  G,  8th  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  Sept.  17,  1862,  and  came 
home  for  a short  time  on  a furlough,  rejoining  his 
regiment  at  Cold  Harbor.  He  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  in  September,  1864,  at  New  Haven. 
He  returned  to  Mystic,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865 
engaged  as  purser  on  the  Mallory  Line  of  steamships. 
Before  going  to  sea,  however,  he  was  clerk  on  the 
“Ulysses”  with  Captain  R.  P.  Wilbur,  serving  as 
such  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1865,  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  going  as  purser  on  the  “Twilight,” 
under  Captain  Spicer.  This  steamer  was  wrecked 


at  Cape  Fear  in  the  spring  of  1866,  Mr.  Price  re- 
turning to  New  York  with  the  wrecked  crew.  He 
was  then  transferred  to  the  “.Ariadne,”  on  the  Mal- 
lory Line,  for  one  and  one-half  years  as  purser,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  went  ashore  as  dock  man, 
having  charge  of  Pier  No.  21,  East  River.  Mr. 
Price  then  went  with  Williams  & Guion  as  purser 
of  the  steamship  “Wilmington,”  plying  between 
New  York  and  Galveston,  and  with  this  ship  he  re- 
mained one  and  one-half  years.  In  1869  Mr.  Price 
engaged  with  the  firm  of  Spofford  Bros.  & Co.,  as 
purser  on  the  steamship  “Tybee”  in  the  West  In- 
dies trade.  Shortly  after  this  he  was  made  agent 
of  the  line  at  Samana  Bay,  West  Indies,  where  he 
was  also  made  vice  commercial  agent  for  the 
United  States  Government,  and  was  also  United 
States  naval  storekeeper,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  nearly  five  years. 

While  in  Samana  Bay  he  married  Laura  A. 
Greenman,  daughter  of  George  and  Abby  Green- 
man,  of  Mystic,  Conn.  jMrs.  Price  died  there. 

In  the  winter  of  1874  i\Ir.  Price  located  at 
Westerly,  R.  L,  buying  the  interest  of  E.  C.  Cham- 
plain, the  druggist  at  No.  26  iMain  street,  whose 
partners  had  been  E.  H.  Burdick  and  George 
Greenman,  Mr.  Price  continuing  the  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  E.  G.  Champlain  & Co.,  until 
1877,  when  the  place  was  burned.  He  resumed 
business  in  the  Narragansett  Block  on  Main  street, 
and  in  1878  bought  his  former  site,  upon  which  he 
erected  a building  into  which  he  removed  in  the 
same  year.  At  this  time  he  took  his  brother, 
Charles  Thomas,  into  the  business  as  a one-quarter 
partner,  the  firm  becoming  Walter  Price  & Co. 
There  he  continued  business  until  1897,  when  he 
sold  out  to  his  brother  and  Thomas  J.  Bannon.  The 
business  was  both  wholesale  and  retail,  and  was 
the  most  extensive  of  its  kind  in  that  section  of  the 
State. 

In  political  affairs  i\Ir.  Price  is  not  only  one  of 
the  stanchest  members  of  the  Republican  party,  but 
one  of  its  counsellors  and  advisers  in  his  section 
of  the  State.  He  has  been  called  upon  by  his  party 
to  serve  in  various  official  capacities,  ever  perform- 
ing his  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  He  was  a member  of  the  High- 
way committee  for  many  years,  the  town  council 
for  about  five  years,  and  was  for  three  years  rep- 
resentative in  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly, 
and  served  one  year  in  the  Senate. 

In  July,  1900,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Westerly,  and  was  re-appointed  to  that  office  in 
July,  1904.  He  was  on  the  Building  committee  for 
erecting  the  high  school.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
a director  of  the  Niantic  National  Bank,  and  about 
1900  was  elected  its  vice-president. 

Mr.  Price  is  prominent  in  G.  A.  R.  circles  in 
the  State,  being  a member  of  Hancock  Post  No. 
81,  of  Westerly,  and  of  which  he  has  been  Com- 
mander since  1899.  He  has  taken  a prominent  part 
in  the  development  of  Watch  Hill,  and  is  an  exten- 
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sive  owner  of  real  estate  at  that  well  known  resort. 
Any  movement  of  benefit  to  the  town  of  W'esterly 
invariably  finds  him  an  earnest  supporter.  No  bet- 
ter proof  of  this  fact  could  be  furnished,  than  the 
prominent  i)art  he  took  in  the  Westerly  waterworks 
fight  that  came  up  in  1892,  and  resulted  in  that  city 
securing  its  present  magnificent  water-works  sys- 
tem. with  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  water  that  for 
purity  is  unsurpassed  by  any  city  in  the  country. 
This  celebrated  controversy  which  lasted  through 
several  years,  and  was  fought  through  the  town 
council.  General  Assembly,  and  the  courts  of  the 
State,  resulting  in  a complete  victory  for  the  town, 
displayed  the  widom  and  business  judgment  of 
those  who  led  the  fight  for  the  town.  No  more  bit- 
terly contested  struggle  ever  divided  the  prominent 
citizens  of  a Rhode  Island  town,  and  never  did  a 
movement  in  town  affairs  have  such  opposition  from 
both  influential  citizens  and  the  press  as  that  which 
characterized  this  long  struggle.  In  business  and 
financial  circles  his  judgment  is  considered  excel- 
lent, and  not  infrequently  has  he  been  called  upon 
to  serve  in  capacities  for  which  these  qualifications 
fit  him.  His  various  business  experiences  and 
travel  incident  thereto,  have  furnished  him  with  a 
liberal  amount  of  general  information.  Under  his 
regime  a number  of  reforms  and  improved  meth- 
ods have  been  introduced  in  the  Westerly  postoffice, 
where  the  popularity  of  his  administration  is  sec- 
ond to  none  of  his  predecessors.  i\Ir.  Price  is  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  Westerly  and  whatever 
his  position  or  success,  it  is  the  outgrowth  of  his 
own  well  directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Price  was  married  a second  time,  the  pres- 
ent Mrs.  Price  being  formerly  iMiss  Lucia  Annette 
Greenman,  youngest  daughter  of  George  and  Abby 
(Chipman)  Greenman,  of  iMystic,  Conn.  Mrs. 
I’rice  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  this 
section  of  New  England,  a history  of  which  appears 
elsewhere.  iSlr.  and  iMrs.  Price  have  had  children 
as  follows;  Abby  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years ; Fanny  Annette,  who  prepared  for  college  at 
the  Westerly  high  school  and  was  a member  of  the 
class  of  1907  at  Wellesley  College;  Walter  Smith, 
who  prepared  for  college  at  the  Westerly  high 
school,  and  then  entered  Amherst,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1907;  and  Katherine  Green- 
man, at  home.  Mr.  Price  is  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  Pawcatuck  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  also  one  of  the  trustees. 

STEX’ENS.  Since  the  early  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century  there  have  resided  in  New])ort 
families  bearing  the  name  of  Stevens  or  Stephens, 
but  the  i)ublic  vital  records  of  the  town  enable  one 
to  get  but  little  idea  of  them. 

The  first  authentic  records  known  of  this 
branch  of  the  Stevens  family  are  concerning 
Thomas  Stevens,  who  was  born  about  1722  and 
died  March  4.  1801.  the  day  of  the  first  inaugura- 
tion of  President  Thomas  Jefferson.  It  is  probable 


that  he  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Stevens,  of  Newport, 
shipwright,  who  married  Frances,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Katharine  (Holmes)  Gardner.  This  first 
Thomas  Stevens  was  made  a freeman  of  Newport 
in  1723,  having  bought  property  on  Washington 
street  about  that  time.  The  second  Thomas  Ste- 
vens was  a famous  cutler,  and  is  said  to  have  manu- 
factured knives  for  the  fishermen  of  the  Vineyard, 
Cape  Cod,  and  all  the  fishing  ports  on  the  Massa- 
chusetts coast,  no  other  knives  being  thought  equal 
to  Stevens’  knives.  He  also  manufactured  skates 
that  were  very  well  known.  Rachel,  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Stevens  (2),  died  iMay  7,  1841,  aged 
ninety-one  years. 

Then  there  is  recorded  the  marriage  of  Thomas 
and 'Ann  (Williams)  Stevens,  the  grandparents  of 
Joseph  G.  Stevens,  of  Newport.  They  were  mar- 
ried Aug.  15,  1775,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Sallie,  born  Sept.  29,  1776,  who  married  Capt. 
John  Brown;  Ann,  Jan.  3,  1778,  who  married 
James  Lawton;  Abigail,  Feb.  4,  1780;  Samuel, 
Sept.  14,  1781,  w'as  w'as  lost  at  sea;  William,  Sept. 
10,  1783;  John,  Jan.  24,  1786,  who  married  (first) 
Miss  Hammett,  and  (second)  Miss  Catherine 
Sisson;  Thomas,  Oct.  6,  1788,  wdio  married  Miss 
Hannah  Moulton;  Fanny,  Nov.  25,  1790,  Mrs. 
Stephen  Cahoon ; Eliza,  Dec.  3,  1792,  IMrs.  Samuel 
Barker;  Joseph  G. ; and  Robert,  May  25,  1797. 
The  father  was  a manufacturer  of  fine  knives, 
razors,  etc.,  and  gained  a widespread  reputation 
for  his  superior  w'orkmanship.  He  w'as  of  fine 
physique  and  very  handsome,  wearing  his  hair 
rather  long,  in  soft  curls.  In  later  life  these  become 
snow’  white,  giving  him  a very  distinguished  ap- 
pearance. He  W’as  of  a very  positive  nature  and 
one  w’hose  personality  was  bound  to  be  felt. 

Joseph  Gardiner  Stevens,  born  Dec.  i,  1794. 
in  Newport,  died  there  in  1863,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  In  early  life  he  w’ent  South  and  established 
a general  mercantile  business  at  Georgetown,  S.  C., 
and  as  he  was  energetic,  industrious  and  thrifty, 
he  built  up  a very  lucrative  business.  When  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  how’ever,  his  sympathies  were 
entirely  w’ith  the  North,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give 
up  his  business,  returning  to  Newport  in  i860. 
In  his  youth  he  had  been  active  in  the  Rhode  Is- 
land State  militia,  and  during  the  trouble  w’ith 
England,  when  her  ships  were  anchored  in  New'port 
harbor,  he  held  a government  commission  as  cap- 
tain of  a company  of  infantry. 

On  Dec.  I,*  1822,  Mr.  Stevens  married  Miss 
Sarah  Dana  Freebody,  daughter  of  William  H.' 
Freebody,  of  Newport.  She  was  born  in  that  city, 
March  22,  1795,  and  died  there,  March  29,  1867, 
the  mother  of  a large  family.  Mr.  Stevens  and 
his  wife  and  children  attended  the  North  Baptist 
Church  of  Newport,  but  w’ere  not  members  thereof. 
He  was  active  in  the  Masonic  Order,  belonging  to 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  New- 
l)ort.  In  politics  he  w’as  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
Repuhlican. 
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Nine  children  were  born  to  Joseph  G.  and 
Sarah  D.  (Freebody)  Stevens,  namely:  (i) 
James  F.  was  associated  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness in  the  South  till  the  war,  after  which  he  con- 
ducted a grocery  store  in  Newport  till  his  death. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Easton,  of  Newport,  and 
they  had  two  children : Henrietta,  now  Mrs.  George 
Draper;  and  George  Easton,  of  New  York  City, 
who  died  in  1905.  (2)  Annie  E.  married  the  late 

Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  of  Newport.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Sarah  Catherine,  who  died  aged  nine- 
teen ; Annie  Stevens ; Joseph  Lincoln,  who  died 
aged  nineteen ; Henry  Edward,  who  married  Miss 
Catherine  Galvin,  and  died  in  Newport,  aged  forty, 
the  father  of  Annie,  Katherine,  Henry,  Thomas, 
Peter,  Polly,  Lincoln  and  Patrick ; and  Thomas, 
a coal  merchant  in  Providence,  who  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Euler,  and  has  two  children,  Sarah 
Pauline  and  James  Earnham  Turner.  (3)  -Sarah 
M.  married  Amon  Parmenter,  now  a retired  dry 
goods  merchant  in  Newport.  (4)  Caroline  A.  mar- 
ried George  E.  Turner,  of  Newport,  where  they  both 
died.  (5)  Josephine  P.  married  George  W.  Perry, 
of  Newport,  where  both  died.  (6)  Thomas,  who 
was  born  May  25,  1829,  died  July  21,  1901.  He 
also  was  with  his  father  in  the  South  till  1857, 
when  he  returned  to  Newport  and  went  into  the 
flour  and  grain  business,  continuing  it  success- 
fully till  his  death.  He  married  Oct.  3,  1859,  Miss 
Annie  Weaver  Cole,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Catherine  (Weaver)  Cole,  of  Newport.  They  had 
four  children,  viz. : George  Cole,  a civil  engineer, 
who  married  Miss  Catherine  Runser,  of  Sharon, 
Pa.;  Joseph  Gardiner,  an  architect  in  Newport; 
Samuel  Melville,  a clerk  in  Newport ; and  Annie 
Newton,  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Peckham,  of  Newport. 
(7)  Joseph  Gardiner  is  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphy. (8)  Clara  married  Henry  W.  Cozzens,  tax 
collector,  of  Newport.  (9)  William  H.  H.  died  in 
infancy. 

Joseph  Gardiner  Stevens,  son  of  Joseph  G. 
and  Sarah  D.  (Freebody),  born  Jan.  28,  1836,  in 
Newport,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
there,  attending  same  till  he  was  nearly  eighteen 
years  old.  He  then  went  to  South  Carolina  to 
clerk  for  his  father,  and  in  a short  time  he  was 
taken  into  the  business,  the  firm  being  J.  G.  Ste- 
vens & Son.  When  they  were  compelled  to  return 
to  Newport  on  account  of  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  he  went  into  business  with  his  brother 
Thomas  and  his  brother-in-law,  George  Perry,  or- 
ganizing the  firm  of  Perry  & Stevens,  dealers  in 
grain.  In  1882  Mr.  Joseph  Stevens  purchased  the 
other  interests,  and  has  ever  since  carried  on  the 
business  alone,  conducting  a wholesale  and  retail 
trade  in  grain,  hay,  straw  and  feed.  He  has  been 
very  successful  and  bas  a well-deserved  reputation 
as  a capable,  conservative  and  strictly  honorable 
business  man. 

When  the  board  was  appointed  to  organize  the 
present  paid  fire  department  for  the  city  Mr.  Ste- 


vens was  chosen  as  one  of  the  members,  a recogni- 
tion of  both  his  experience  in  the  volunteer  service 
and  of  the  value  of  his  advice.  An  active  member 
of  the  early  volunteer  department,  he  served  for 
several  years  as  captain,  and  later  as  first  assistant 
engineer  of  Engine  Company  No.  3.  In  politics  he 
is  a stalwart  Republican  and  has  served  on  the 
city  Republican  committee,  but  he  has  always  re- 
fused to  accept  public  office. 

On  Sept.  21,  1863,  Mr.  Stevens  and  Miss  Sarah 
Prior  Congdon,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Nancy 
T.  (Tilley)  Congdon,  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Stevens  was  born  in  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  but 
descends  on  both  her  paternal  and  maternal  sides 
from  old  Newport  families.  She  is  a member  of 
Channing  Memorial  Church,  where  her  husband 
also  attends,  and  to  which  both  give  liberal  sup- 
port. They  are  people  of  a generous  and  charitable 
nature  and  have  done  much  to  help  those  in  need, 
besides  showing  constant  thoughtfulness  for  the 
happiness  of  their  many  friends.  Their  home  life 
is  most  happy  and  their  hospitality  unbounded, 
extended  freely  to  stranger  and  to  friend.  iMr. 
Stevens  and  his  estimable  wife  are  both  held  in 
highest  esteem  by  the  entire  community. 

MOULTON.  The  Moultons  of  this  country, 
according  to  the  investigations  and  writings  of  one 
of  the  family,  Mr.  Augustus  P".  iMoulton,  in  the 
iMaine  l^istorical  and  Genealogical  Recorder,  Vols. 
V and  \ I,  and  from  which  the  general  history  and 
data  of  the  early  family  here  given  are  taken,  are 
of  English  origin,  and  the  family  is  probably  of 
Norman  descent.  The  earliest  of  the  name  of 
whom  record  is  found  was  Thomas  iMulton,  or  De 
Multon,  stated  in  Domesday  Book,  made  by  order 
of  the  Norman  William  in  1086,  to  have  been  put 
in  possession  of  an  estate  called  "Galeshore.” 
Later  another  Thomas  Multon  or  iMoulton,  of 
mixed  Norman  and  Saxon  descent,  a resident  of 
Gillesland,  in  Cumberland,  called  also  in  Erench 
De  Vaux,  was  an  attendant  of  Richard  I,  in  his 
crusading  wars,  and  appears  prominently  in  Scott’s 
tale  of  “The  Talisman.”  The  name  of  still  an- 
other Thomas  appears  on  the  ]\Iagna  Charta, 
granted  by  King  John  in  1215.  In  1290  Roger  was 
warden  of  St.  Julian’s  Hospital  in  Southampton. 
The  claim  of  descent  from  these  early  families 
through  tradition  receives  support  from  the  general 
similarity  of  the  Alulton  coat  of  arms  to  that  of 
the  Moultons  given  in  iMr.  [Moulton’s  article  from 
which  this  is  extracted,  which  coat  of  arms  is  a 
facsimile  of  that  in  the  possession  of  Henry  W. 
Moulton.  Escp,  of  Newburyport,  [Mass.,  which  he 
copied  from  an  ancient  parchment  owned  by  a de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Moulton,  the  emigrant,  living 
in  York,  Maine,  and  which  has  been  handed  down 
in  the  family.  The  motto  is  not  legible.  It  ac- 
cords exactly  with  the  description  given  in  Burke’s 
General  Armory.  Whatever  the  original  [Moultons 
may  have  been,  continues  an  authority,  the  lapse 


i486 


RHODE  ISLAND 


of  five  centuries  whicli  blended  Norman,  Saxon, 
Dane  and  llriton  into  a common  nationality  made 
them  Englishmen,  and  the  family  in  the  seventeenth 
century  seem  to  have  become  largely  husbandmen 
with  a sprinkding  of  those  who  followed  the  sea. 

The  name  is  common  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln, 
Yorkshire,  Gloucester,  Kent,  Devon,  Norfolk  and 
London.  In  these  counties  Puritanism  had  its 
stronghold,  and  the  emigrant  Moultons  were  evi- 
dently of  that  faith.  They  came  to  America  with 
the  great  emigration  during  the  troubled  times  of 
Charles  I,  prior  to  the  Long  Parliament. 

(I)  William  iMoulton,  the  first  of  the  family 
here,  landed  probably  at  Boston,  thence  he  and  the 
J’ages  went  to  Newbury,  jMass.,  where,  it  seems, 
they  remained  something  over  a year,  before  join- 
ing' the  new  settlement  at  Winnacunnett,  now 
Hampton.  New  Hampshire,  in  1639.  At  that  place 
he  took  up  his  permanent  abode,  settling  quite  near 
Thomas  and  John  iMoulton.  He  died  April  18, 
1664.  His  will,  which  is  filed  in  Essex  county, 
[Mass.,  Probate  Record,  bears  date,  March  8,  1663-4. 
He  is  judged  to  have  been  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability  and  force  of  character.  He  left 
nhat  was  for  those  times  a large  estate — a double 
mansion  in  one  of  the  best  locations  in  the  new  town- 
ship and  lands,  and  a personal  estate  of  no  incon- 
siderable amount.  His  widow,  Margaret,  married 
(second)  Lieut.  John  Sanborn.  She  died  July  13, 
1699.  The  children  of  William  Moulton  were;  Jo- 
seph, Benjamin,  Hannah,  Mary,  Sarah,  Ruth,  Rob- 
ert and  M'illiam. 

(II)  Y'illiam  iMoulton  (2),  born  May  25, 
1664,  married  i\fay  27.  1685,  Abigail,  daughter  of 
John  Y'cbster,  Jr.  She  died  July  24,  1723.  His 
.second  wife  was  Sarah.  Mr.  lloulton  lived  in 
Newbury,  and  was  variously  occupied  as  weaver, 
trader,  merchant  and  innholder.  Pie  had  a shop 
near  Moulton  Hill,  in  Newbury,  and  made  silver 
buckles  and  ornaments.  Plis  children  were : Abi- 
gail, Batt,  William,  Jonathan,  Joseph,  Stephen, 
iMargaret,  Sarah  and  Alary. 

(III)  Stephen  Aloulton,  born  in  Newbury, 

Mass.,  married,  Dec.  14.  1721,  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
I'homas  and  Rebecca  Cha.se.  They  were  residents 
of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  Their  children 
were;  Rebecca,  born  June  18,  1723;  Abigail, 

March  7.  1725-26:  Mary,  June  8,  1732;  Judith, 
Aug.  8,  1734:  Elizabeth,  July  22,  1736;  and  Stephen, 
July  II,  1738.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
Aug.  26.  1769,  and  on  Feb.  22,  1770,  the  father 
married  Mrs.  Deliverance  Peck,  a widow. 

(IV) -  Stephen  Moulton  (2),  born  July  ii, 
1738,  married  Nov.  24,  1757,  Hannah  Bliss,  both 
at  that  time  being  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  Their  chil- 
dren of  Rehoboth  town  record  were ; Stephen,  born 
Dec.  2,  1758:  Hannah.  Nov.  25,  1760;  Rachel,  Nov. 
16,  1762:  William,  June  9,  1765;  and  Chase,  in 
December,  1767. 

(V)  Stephen  Aloulton  (3),  born  Dec.  2.  1758, 
married  Oct.  18,  1778,  Deborah  Mason,  and  thdr 


children  of  Rehoboth  town  record  were ; Stephen, 
born  July  29,  1779;  Elihu,  Oct.  23,  1781  ; Ephraim, 
Aug.  II,  1785;  Cromwell,  Sept.  9,  1787;  and  Cal- 
vin, March  19,  1791. 

(V)  William  Aloulton  (3),  son  of  Stephen  (2),^ 
born  June  9,  1765,  married  April  3,  1788,  Alary 
Alartin,  born  Dec.  8,  1771,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Wealthy  Alartin.  Their  children  of  Rehoboth  town 
record  were:  Vdlliam,  born  Alay  5,  1789;  Alary, 
Dec.  22,  1790;  Hannah,  June  30,  1793;  Nathan 
Alartin,  June  13,  1795  ; Nancy,  June  18,  1797;  John, 
June  27,  1800;  Stephen,  Feb.  17,  1803;  Delight, 
Oct.  I,  1804;  and  Ann  Whitmarsh,  Oct.  10,  1806.  , 

(V)  Chase  Aloulton,  son  of  Stephen  (2),  born 
in  December,  1767,  married  Oct.  23,  1791,  Lucy 
Drown,  and  their  children  of  Rehoboth  town  record 
were:  Hannah,  born  Sept.  18,  1792;  Royal,  May 
6,  1794;  George,  April  3,  1796;  Lucy,  Oct.  12, 
1798;  Alary  Chase,  April  9,  1803;  and  James  Bliss, 
Sept.  28,  1808. 

/ (VI)  Cromwell  Aloulton,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Deborah,  born  Sept.  9,  1787,  in  Rehoboth,  Alass., 
married  Dec.  15,  1811,  Lucina,  born  Alarch  3,  1796, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Abigail  Wilson  Olney,  he 
for  years  a merchant  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  then  a 
resident  of  Burrillville,  R.  1.,  and  still  later  a citi- 
zen of  Oxford,  Alass.  The  children  of  Cromwell 
and  Lucina  Aloulton  were : Stephen,  born  Sept. 

26,  1812;  Richard  O.,  born  Aug.  10,  1814,  died 
November,  1871:  Sullivan,  born  Sept.  14,  1816; 
Oliver  C.,  born  Nov.  23,  1818,  died  in  November, 
1883;  Henry  C.,  born  Alarch  15,  1821,  died  in 
Alarch,  1823  ; Ephraim  B.,  born  Jan.  25,  1823  ; Henry 
C.,  born  June  8,  1825,  died  July  21,  1883;  Wilson 
P.,  born  April  16,  1828;  and  Amos  A.,  born  April 
8,  1830.  Cromwell  Aloulton  and  his  family  lived 
in  Providence,  R.  1.,  where  he  died  Nov.  20,  1856. 

His  wife  passed  away  Jan.  17,  1870. 

(VI)  Calvin  Aloulton,  son  of  Stephen  and 

Deborah,  born  Alarch  19,  1791,  married  (first) 
Nancy  Alason,  and  (second)  Alarch  13,  1823,  Phebe 
Salisbury.  His  children  of  Rehoboth  town  record  ' 
were:  James  Alason,  born  Feb.  18,  1821  (to  the  I 
first  marriage)  ; Nancy  Alason,  born  Alarch  15,  ^ 

1824;  Calvin  Perry,  April  4,  1826;  Stephen  Pliney, 
Alay  3,  1830:  Deborah  Ann,  Alay  3,  1830;  Albert 
Alarcus,  June  28,  1836;  and  Ploratio  Nelson,  June 
28,  1836. 

(A^ll)  Stephen  Aloulton,  son  of  Cromwell,  was 
born  Sept.  26,  1812. 

(VII)  Richard  O.  AIoulton,  son  of  Cromwell, 
born  Aug.  10,  1814,  married  Feb.  16,  J841,  Julia 
Arnold.  He  married  (second)  Asha  Angeline  Wil- 
liams, daughter  of  Thomas  and  Deborah  (Brown) 
Williams.  To  the  latter  union  was  born  one  daiigh-  ifl 
ter,  Asha  Anna,  who  married  Raymond  Galand  ™ 
Hodges.  Air.  Aloulton  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  as  an  apprentice  in  Providence  in  company 
with  Alatthew  Ingraham,  and  later  they  became 
]iartncrs  under  the  firm  name  of  Aloulton  & Ingra- 
iiam,  having  their  own  planing  mill  and  machinery. 
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end  doing  a large  and  successful  business.  They 
were  together  for  nearly  forty  years. 

f"  (VII)  Sullivan  IMoulton,  son  of  Cromwell  and 
Lucina  (Olney)  Aloulton,  was  born  Sept.  14,  1816, 
in  Providence,  R.  I.  His  earlier  years  were  passed 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  Rehohoth,  Mass.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  returned  to  Providence  and 
was  apprenticed  to  E.  C.  and  E.  T.  Wells,  who 
carried  on  the  largest  tailoring  business  in  Provi- 
dence, under  the  name  of  WTlls  Brothers,  in  the 
old  “Franklin  House”  on  Market  Square.  After 
serving  his  time  young  Moulton  became  cutter  for 
Butts  & Lockwood,  who  were  located  in  the  Arcade. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Daniel  Martin,  which,  under  the  name 
of  Martin  & Moulton,  succeeded  to  the  business  of 
Butts  & Lockwood.  Some  years  afterward  Mr. 
Martin  retired  from  the  firm  and  Mr.  Moulfon 
formed  a partnership  with  the  late  William  M. 
Rodman  (who  will  be  remembered  as  having  been 
mayor  of  Providence  for  two  successive  terms). 
This  partnership  under  the  name  of  IMoulton  & 
Rodman  continued  ten  years.  In  1850  they  re- 
moved from  the  Arcade  to  No.  27  Westminster 
street,  where  he  remained  in  business  until  1876, 
when  he  retired  from  active  trade.  Mr.  Moulton 
numbered  among  his  patrons  some  of  the  most 
prominent  people  of  Providence.  He  was  of  a 
kindly  and  genial  nature,  and  in  the  main  his  private 
deeds  of  charity  and  kindly  assistance  were  so 
unostentatiously  done  that  few,  except  those  who 
received  their  benefit,  will  ever  know  of  them.  Mr. 
Moulton  was  connected  with  some  of  the  best  known 
local  organizations  of  Providence.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  First  Light  Infantry  in  1859,  and  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  in  1876.  He 
was  also  a member  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Squantum  Club. 

X IMf.  Moulton  was  twice  married,  marrying 
(first)  Oct.  31,  1839,  Mary  A.  Tallman,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Butler)  Randall  Tallman,  and  (second!  Cornelia 
B.  Tallman.  He  died  Jan.  8,  1800.  His  widow 
Cornelia  passed  away  April  10,  1906,  in  East  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  aged  eight3^-one  3’ears.  His  children 
were:  Mary  Anna  (deceased),  who  married 

Charles  Vaughn  ; Julia  Tallman,  who  married  John 
F.  Caulkins;  Almira  Adie  Newton,  who  married 
Theodore  W.  Trowbridge,  and  has  had  two  chil- 
dren— Herbert  Moulton  and  Julia  Moulton,  the 
latter  deceased ; and  Marie  Sullivan,  deceased. 

(VII)  Oliver  C.  Moulton,  son  of  Cromwell, 
born  Nov.  23,  18 t8,  married  Dec.  26.  1844,  Sarah 
S.  Angell,  born  Feb.  3,  1821,  daughter  of  Joseph  S. 
and  his  wife.  Hope  (Hawkins)  Anp-ell.  he  a direct 
descendant  of  Thomas  Angell,  an  EnMishman  who 
was  born  about  t6t8,  and  came  to  New  England 
in  1631,  in  the  ship  “Lyon”  in  comnanv  with  Rosrer 
Williams,  from  whom  his  descent  is  through  John, 
Daniel,  Tob  and  Fenner  Angell.  To  thi^  union  were 
born  children  as  follows : Josephine  Winsor,  who 


married  William  H.  Fredericks,  and  had  a daughter 
Charlotte  (who  married  Otto  J.  Nass)  ; Frances 
Angell,  deceased ; Walter  Cromwell,  of  Providence ; 
Hattie  C.,  deceased ; Lizzie  Parish,  of  Providence, 
who  married  Walter  Babcock;  Annie  Rathbone,  of 
Providence,  who  married  Leon  Tourtelotte,  and  has 
a daughter,  Celia. 

(VII)  Ephraim  Butler  Moulton  (born  Jan. 
25,  1823,  died  March  26,  1888)  married  Maria 
A.  (born  Nov.  23,  1820,  died  in  1889),  daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Caroline  (Potter)  Olney,  he  a direct 
descendant  of  Thomas  Olney,  a native  of  Hertford, 
Hertfordshire,  England,  who  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1635  in  the  ship  “Planter,”  settling  for  a 
time  at  Salem,  and  later  at  Providence,  where  he 
became  one  of  the  original  thirteen  proprietors  of 
the  place ; from  whom  his  descent  is  through 
■Thomas  (2),  William,  John,  Gideon  and  Jabez 
Olney.  The  children  born  to  Ephraim  B.  and 
Maria  A.  Moulton  were : William  H..  born  in 
1842,  died  May  26,  i860;  Lucy,  born  in  1844,  died 
Sept.  28,  1848;  Albert  \^allett,  born  Dec.  10,  1846; 
Sarab,  born  June  9,  1848,  married  Marvin  E.  Al- 
len ; Richard  O.,  born  in  1850 ; and  Wilson,  born 
in  1853. 

Mr.  Epbraim  Butler  Moulton  learned  the  busi- 
ness of  carriage  making  in  a shop  on  Burgess 
street.  Providence,  later  engaging  in  that  line  on 
Eddy,  Eriendship  and  Dorrance  streets,  and  he  also 
had  a shop  in  Olneyville  and  a depository  on 
Stewart  street.  In  those  days  he  also  did  all  the 
repair  work  on  the  horse  cars.  Eor  forty-six  \^ears 
he  was  in  active  business,  and  manv  carriages  manu- 
factured by  him  were  sent  to  foreign  countries.  In 
politics  he  was  a Whig,  but  later  a Republican, 
and  for  two  terms  was  a member  of  the  city  council. 

(VHT)  Albert  Vallett  Moulton,  son  of 
Ephraim  Butler,  and  now  inspector  of  Customs 
for  Providence,  was  born  Dec.  10,  1846.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Rehohoth,  Mass.  His  first 
work  was  in  the  blacksmith,  paint  and  carriage 
trimming  shops  run  by  his  father,  and  when  a 
young  man.  he  followed  Horace  Greeley’s  advice 
and  went  West  to  Sterling,  111.  For  a time  he 
was  a steward  on  a steamboat.  Returning  to  Provi- 
dence he  again  entered  his  father’s  employ,  and  for 
six  years  was  employed  in  the  street  railroad  stables. 
In  1892  he  entered  the  United  States  Internal  Reve- 
nue Service  as  a clerk,  and  later  was  appointed 
oleomargarine  inspector.  In  1894  he  was  made 
inspector  of  Customs.  In  politics  he  is  a Republi- 
can. 

On  Jan.  to.  1872.  Mr.  Moulton  was  married  to 
Miss  Marv  Ellen  Wbitford,  daughter  of  Thomas 

and  ^Tary  E.  (Cole)  Whitford. 

(VTTI)  Sarah  Moulton,  born  June  9.  1848, 
daughter  of  Ephraim  Butler,  was  married  Nov.  19. 
1874.  to  Marvin  E.  Allen.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union,  namelv : Arthur  M.,  born 
March  2,  1876,  who  married  Margaret  P.  Jackson ; 
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Howard  W..  bom  March  3,  1877;  and  Elizabeth, 
born  Ian.  18.  1880,  who  married  James  C.  Powers, 
and  has  two  children — Jean  Leslie  and  Elizabeth  C. 

(\'1I)  Henrv  C.  ^vlonlton,  son  of  Cromwell 
and  Lucina,  born'  Time  8,  1825,  married  Sarah  A.. 
born  March  21.  1830,  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Eidelia  (Barney)  Angell,  he  a direct  descendant  ot 
Thomas  Angell.  through  Tohn,  John  (2),  Stephen, 
Ezekiel  aiuf  Richard  Angell.  The  children  born  to 
Henrv  C.  Moulton  and  his  wife  Sarah  A.  (Angell) 
were!  Clara  Fidelia,  born  July  i,  1854;  Henrietta 
Estelle,  born  Feb.  21.  1856;  Anthony,  born  Nov. 

19.  1858;  and  Almirah  H.,  born  Jan.  3,  i860. 

(ATI)  Wilson  P.  IMoulton.  son  of  Cromwell, 

born  April  16,  1828,  married  Catherine  A.  Angell, 
born  April  ii,  1832,  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Fidelia  (Barnev)  Angell,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of 
his  brother  HenrV  C.  iMoulton.  The  children  of 
Wilson  P.  and  Ca'therine  A.  ^loulton  were : Laura, 
born  IMav  7-  ^858;  I^ouis  \\  ilson,  born  Nov.  13. 
18^9:  Sullivan,  born  June  6,  1867;  and  a son,  born 
July  9,  1871. 

LANPHE.AR.  The  family  bearing  this  name 
has  been  a continuous  one  in  the  old  town  of  ^^^es- 
terly  and  vicinity,  both  in  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut. for  230  and  more  years.  Its  representa- 
tives now,  as  in  the  past,  are  among  the  substantial 
men  and  women  of  that  region  of  the  country,  use- 
ful in  societv  and  citizenship,  and  as  well  jirominent 
in  public  affairs.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article 
to  refer  briefly  to  the  family  history  and  lineage 
of  some  of  the  Lanphears  of  southern  Rhode  Island. 
Roman  numerals  are  used  to  designate  generations 
from  the  American  ancestor,  George  Lanphere. 

(I)  George  Lanphere  (Land  fear  or  Lan- 
I)hear)  was  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  in  1669,  in  wdiich 
vear  he  purchased  land  there.  He  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  Rhode  Island  in  1671,  and  in  that 
town  “by  the  mill”  was  baptized  in  1678.  At  this 
time  he  was  a married  man,  Imt  the  name  of  his 
wife  is  unknown.  He  had  200  acres  of  land  laid 
out  to  him  in  1704.  His  death  occurred  Oct.  6, 
1731.  His  children  were:  Mary,  Shadrach, 
John.  Theodosius.  Seth,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Richard 
and  one  whose  name  is  unknown,  but  who  married 
Eber  Crandall. 

(H)  John  T.anphcre.  son  of  George,  married 
and  was  a resident  of  Westerly.  R.  I.,  where  he 
died  in  1757.  His  wife.  Ruth.  ])assed  away  in 
1730.  His  children  were:  John.  Daniel.  .\mos. 
Nathan.  .Anna.  Ruth.  Experience.  Mary.  Patience 
and  Keziah. 

(HI)  Nathan  Ean])here.  son  of  John,  married 
Tune  22.  1739.  Marv  I.angworthy,  and  their  chil- 
dren ff  Westerly  record  were;  Alary,  born  A])!'!! 
5.  1740:  Nathan,  born  T'cb.  18.  1742;  Tflisha,  born 
Jan.  21.  1744;  Jonathan,  born  .April  19,  1748; 

Langwortby.  born  Feb.  5.  1753:  .\mey.  born  March 

20.  1755-  Nathan  T.anphere  married  (second) 
Anna,  and  their  children  wero  (of  Westerly  rec- 


ord) : Patience,  born  May  26,  1760;  Paul,  born 
Feb.  25,  1762;  Pardon,  born  Feb.  25,  1762;  Anne, 
born  Feb.  20,  1767;  and  Alaxson,  born  Dec.  5, 
1769. 

(IV)  Nathan  Lanphere  (2),  son  of  Nathan, 
born  Feb.  18,  1742,  married  (first)  Oct.  28,  1764, 
Amey  Crandall,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  (sec- 
ond) 'Oct.  31,  1771,  Sarah  Landers,  daughter  of 
John  Landers.  His  children  were : Alary,  born 
Aug.  24,  1765;  Hannah,  born  Nov.  22,  1767; 
Ethan,  born  Jan.  19,  1770;  Amey,  born  July  4, 
1772;  Elisha,  born  Nov.  19,  1773;  Simeon,  born 
Nov.  5,  1776;  Abigail,  born  June  27,  1778;  Su- 
sanna, born  Alay  10,  1780;  Enoch,  born  Nov.  14, 
1782;  Samuel,  born  Oct.  14,  1783;  Hezekiah,  born 
Oct.  14,  1783;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  12,  1785;  Wil- 
liam, born  May  24.  1787;  Acora,  born  Feb.  28, 
1790;  and  Silas,  born  Oct.  3,  1791. 

(IV)  Maxson  Lanphere,  son  of  Nathan,  born 
Dec.  5,  1769,  married  Nov.  19,  1795,  Susanna 
Freeman,  of  Southold,  L.  I.,  and  their  children 
of  Westerly  record  were : Polly,  born  Jan.  27. 
1797;  Truman,  born  Oct.  23,  1798:  Nancy,  born 
Dec.  5,  1800;  Clarissa,  born  Nov.  26,  1803;  Jona- 
than, born  Sept.  16,  1808;  Bathsheba,  born  Nov. 
20,  1811  ; Ephraim,  born  Nov.  9,  1815. 

(\^)  William  Lanphere,  son  of  Nathan  (2), 
born  Alay  24,  1787,  married  Dec.  23,  1812,  Eliza 
Aliner,  and  their  children  of  Westerly  record  were: 
Joanna  C.,  born  April  21,  1814;  Thomas  AT,  born 
Jan.  23,  1816;  Gordon  AT.,  born  Aug.  ii,  1818; 
Silas  H.,  born  Feb.  7,  1821  ; Horace,  born  Jan.  25, 
1823;  Sarah  P.,  born  Oct.  6,  1824;  and  Juliet,  born 
Oct.  5,  1826. 

(II)  Theodosius  Lanphere,  son  of  George, 
married  Jan.  22,  1708,  Rachel  Covery,  and  was  a 
resident  of  Westerly.  He  died  in  1749,  and  she 
passed  away  in  1760.  Their  children  of  Westerly 
record  were:  Theodosius,  born  Jan.  31,  1709; 
James,  born  Nov.  22,  1710;  Joshua,  born  Nov.  23, 
1712;  Abigail,  born  Nov.  27,  1715;  Susanna,  born 
Dec.  14,  1716;  Nathaniel,  born  March  22,  1718: 
Alary,  born  Dec.  14,  1721 ; Samuel,  born  Dec.  23. 
1723;  Stephen,  born  Feb.  5,  1726:  Jabez,  born 
ATarch  25,  1731  ; and  Joseph,  born  Sept.  20,  1736- 

(HI)  Stephen  Lanphere.  son  of  Theodosius, 
born  Feb.  5,  1726,  married  Oct.  26,  1749,  Alary 
Champlin,  and  their  children  were : Champlin. 
born  July  14,  1750;  Amey,  born  April  20,  1753: 
.Susanna,  born  Feb.  25,  1755  ; Huldah,  born  Alarch 
14.  1760;  Anson,  born  Feb.  22,  1764;  Anson  (2). 
born  Jan.  28,  1765:  Ina,  born  Dec.  6,  1768;  and 
Polly,  born  July  14,  1771. 

(TV)  Champlin  T.anphere,  son  of  Stephen, 
born  July  14,  1750.  married  Alarch  9.  1772.  Re- 
becca Babcock,  and  was  of  Westerly.  R.  I.  Their 
children  were:  Asa.  born  Sept.  19.  1772;  Joshua, 
born  Alarch  5.  1774;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  3,  17751 
Stephen,  born  Aug.  t6,  1778;  Prentice,  born  July 
Ti.  1781;  I^ebecca,  bom  Alay  5,  1784;  and  Polly, 
born  Jan.  it,  1786. 
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(IV)  Paul  Lanphere,  son  of  Nathan,  born 
Feb.  25,  1762,  married  Feb.  18,  1789,  Elizabeth 
Berry,  and  their  children  were:  Abel,  born  Jan. 
25,  1790;  Clarke,  born  April  27,  1792;  Susanna, 
born  March  6,  1795. 

(V)  Clarke  Lanphere,  son  of  Paul,  born  April 

27,  1792,  died  Feb.  n,  1865,  in  the  town  of  Wes- 
terly. On  March  i,  1812,  he  married  Wealthy 
Clarke,  who  passed  away  Nov.  24,  1822,  the  mother 
of  four  children,  as  follows : Clarke,  born  Nov. 
16,  1812,  died  March  i,  1813;  Wealthy,  born  Jan. 
9,  1814,  died  Jan.  4,  1839;  George  C.,  born  Jan, 

28,  1816,  resided  in  Westerly,  R.  L,  where  he  died 
in  September,  1905 ; Belinda,  born  Oct.  2,  1818, 
married  Clark  Potter,  and  died  in  March,  1876.  On 
March  31,  1823,  IMr.  Lanphere  married  (second) 
Keturah  Barber,  who  was  born  Sept.  9,  1796,  and 
died  Sept,  i,  1856.  There  were  six  children  by 
this  union : Eunice  A.,  born  June  17,  1824,  mar- 
ried James  H.  Perigo,  and  died  April  17,  1847; 
Amos  B.,  born  March  4,  1827,  is  a resident  of  New 
London;  Reuben  S.,  born  April  14,  1829,  died  Dec. 
24,  1903,  in  Westerly;  Mary  Jane,  born  July  10, 
1832,  married  James  Walworth,  and  died  Sept.  2, 
1892;  Nelson  F.,  born  Sept.  28,  1835,  died  Sept. 
4,  1838;  and  Henry  Clinton,  born  Jan.  6,  1840. 
Capt.  Clarke  Lanphere  was  a seafaring  man,  run- 
ning on  coasting  vessels,  and  engaging  in  fishing. 
He  was  a member  of  the  First  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  into  which  he  was 
baptized  Aug.  18,  i860.  He  was  a Vdiig,  and  later 
a Republican. 

(VI)  Henry  Clinton  Lanphear,  born  in 
Westerly,  R.  L,  Jan.  6,  1840,  spent  his  school  days 
in  his  native  place.  He  first  worked  at  teaming  and 
jobbing,  being  employed  by  H.  M.  Campbell,  in 
the  wool  business  for  nine  years.  He  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  thirty  years  on  his  present  farm. 
For  twelve  years  he  conducted  the  livery  business 
at  Watch  Hill,  which  is  now  run  by  his  son.  On 
Jan.  23,  1864,  lie  married,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L, 
Aliss  Catherine  C.  Edwards,  born  Oct.  27,  1844, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  Crandall.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Mabel  V.,  born  Feb.  27,  1865, 
married  Dec.  24,  1881,  Joshua  P.  Clark,  and  they 
have  had  one  child,  Catherine,  born  Oct.  26,  1898: 
Fred  O.,  born  May  16,  1870,  married  May  16, 
1894,  Martha  Clark,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren, Mildred,  Harold  (born  in  February,  1899) 
and  Harriet  (born  in  April,  1902)  ; Adella  Maud, 
tern  June  24,  1875,  married  March  14,  1900,  Wil- 
liam H.  Burdick.  Mr.  Lanphear  is  a Republican 
in  his  political  views. 

(V)  Joseph  Lanphere,  son  of  Champlin,  born 
3>  1775.  married  June  6,  1798,  Lucretia  Yeo- 
mans, of  Stonington,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Yeomans,  and  their  children  were : Sally,  bom 
Aug.  16,  1799.  Asa,  born  June  16,  1801 ; George 
W.,  born  Feb.  19,  1803. 

(V)  Elisha  Lanphere,  son  of  Nathan  (2), 
tern  Nov.  19,  1773,  married  Dec.  17,  1795,  Betsey, 
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daughter  of  George  Potter,  of  the  prominent  Potter 
family  of  Potter  Hill  (see  elsewhere),  and  their 
children,  of  Westerly  record,  were : Elisha,  born 
July- 20,  1796,  died  Aug.  26,  1800;  and  Betsey,  born 
Feb.  I,  1799. 

(VI)  Thomas  Potter  Lanphear,  son  of  Elisha, 
born  Jan.  14,  1806,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  married 
Oct.  3,  1842,  Nancy  A.  Perkins,  daughter  of  Elisha 
Perkins,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  granddaughter 
of  Rev.  Ransom  Perkins,  one  of  the  ancient  divines 
of  Connecticut,  and  two  children,  Edwin  T.  and 
Emma  E.,  blessed  the  marriage. 

Mr.  Lanphear  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Hopkinton ; 
then  for  a time  he  furthered  his  studies  in  the 
W esterly  Academy.  He  learned  the  machinist's 
trade  under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Wells  of  Potter 
Hill,  R.  L,  and  with  Messrs.  Hopkins  & Morse, 
at  Norwich,  Cqjm.  He  had  begun  his  trade  in 
1824,  and  in  1826  removed  from  Norwich  to 
Phenix,  R.  L,  where  he  passed  the  balance  of  his 
life.  At  Phenix  he  was  employed  in  the  machine 
shop  of  Daniel  Gorham,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
soon  succeeded  by  Cyril  Babcock.  Under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Bahcock  the  young  machinist 
became  foreman  of  the  shop.  Mr.  Lanphear,  in 
1837,  associated  with  others,  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Babcock,  and  continued  it  under  the 
firm  name  of  Levally,  Lanphear  & Co.  This  firm 
in  1867  was  merged  into  a stock  company  and  took 
the  name  of  the  Lanphear  iMachine  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Lanphear  was  chosen  president,  treas- 
urer and  agent.  Through  his  industrious  habits, 
his  fair  dealing  and  careful  management,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business  and  attaining  an  important  position  in  the 
manufacturing  world. 

In  his  younger  days  Mr.  Lanphear  was  captain 
of  one  of  the  militia  companies  of  the  State.  For 
several  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Assembly.  His  political  record  is  an  honor- 
able one.  He  was  first  a Whig,  then  a Republican, 
and  those  parties  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter. 
From  his  early  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Hop- 
kinton Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 

(H)  Shadrach  Lanphere,  son  of  George,  mar- 
ried June  15,  1696,  Experience  Read,  and  they 
settled  in  Stonington,  Conn.  He  died  in  1728, 
and  she  in  1732.  Their  children  were:  Joseph, 
born  Feb.  16,  1700;  Ann,  Oct.  7,  1701;  Oliver, 
Sept.  3,  1703;  Prudence,  Aug.  10,  1706;  Solomon, 
April  10,  1708;  Experience,  in  January,  1711; 
John,  Oct.  15,  1712;  Hezekiah,  Nov.  15,  1714; 
and  Mary,  Jan.  i,  1817. 

There  is  recorded  in  the  town  records  of  Hop- 
kinton, the  births  of  the  family  of  Rowland  and 
Elizabeth  (Palmitter)  Lanphere,  she  of  Stoning- 
ton, Conn.,  their  marriage  occurring  March  25, 
1777.  His  children  were:  Nancy,  born  Sept. 
23)  1777;  Silas,  Aug.  27,  1779;  Elizabeth,  Feb. 
10,  1780;  Lathana,  Nov.  22,  1782;  Joshua,  Aug. 
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23,  1784;  Pollv,  Sept.  23.  1786;  Emily,  June  25, 
1788;  and  Clarke,  Oct.  24.  1793.  and  Sylvia,  Aug. 
2.  1795  (the  latter  two  born  to  Rowland  and  Alice 
(Babcock),  who  were  married  Dec.  18,  179D  likely 
second  marriage). 

WILLIS  G.  NICHOLS.  The  name  Nichols 
is  an  old  one  in  Rhode  Island,  one  of  approxi- 
matelv  200  years’  standing,  and  the  branch  of  the 
family  of  which  this  article  treats — that  of  the  re- 
gion of  country  about  Hope  \*alley,  where  have 
figured  men  of  the  name  throughout  several  gen- 
erations— is  one  of  standing  and  substance. 

Since  1824.  when  it  had  its  beginning  in  this 
settlement,  the  present  extensive  business  of  the 
Nichols  & Langworthy  ^lachine  Company,  manu- 
facturers of  horizontal  and  vertical  steam  engines 
of  high  speed  and  the  Worthington  water  tube  sec- 
tional boiler,  no  name  in  that  region  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  more  closely  and  prominently  identi- 
fied with  all  that  has  gone  to  develop  that  section 
and  exert  a wholesome  influence,  than  that  of 
Nichols. 

In  the  year  1824,  on  the  Hopkinton  side  of 
Ho])e  \Tlley,  Captain  Gardner  Nichols  secured  the 
water  privilege  and  mill  which  was  formerly  owned 
by  Hezekiah  Carpenter,  who  settled  the  country 
in  1778.  This  branch  of  the  Nichols  family  is 
descended  from  one  Thomas  Nichols,  who  was  at 
Newport  before  1664,  in  which  year  he  was  made 
a freeman.  He  becanie  one  of  the  original  found- 
ers and  proprietors  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  and 
was  a number  of  times  Deputy  from  that  town.  He 
died  in  1708.  His  wife’s  given  name  was  Hannah, 
and  they  had  several  sons  who  remained  in  East 
Greenwich  and  became  men  of  jiosition  and  rank. 

From  the  Greenwich  branch  of  this  family  de- 
scended the  late  W'illiam  G.  Nichols,  grandfather 
of  Amos  G..  who  was  born  there  in  1769.  He  was 
married  to  Lois,  daughter  of  William  and  Ruth 
(Taylor)  Allen.  He  died  in  1850,  and  she  in  1835. 
and  their  children  were:  Diana,  who  married 
(first)  William  Ricknell,  and  (second)  Benjamin 
Tanner;  Gardner;  Sarah,  who  married  Hark  Al- 
drich; William  A.;  Silas;  Alexander  H. ; Ruth, 
who  married  ))hlliam  A.  Steere ; Louisa ; and  Al- 
bert. 

Of  this  family  of  children.  Gardner  Nichols 
was  born  dn  what  was  known  as  the  Sherman  farm 
in  North  Kingstown.  March  19,  1795.  and  at  an  early 
date  the  family  removed  to  Boston  Neck,  where  he 
remained  until  1813.  Here  his  boyhood  days  were 
s|)ent.  in  the  fashion  of  farmer  boys,  working  in 
summer  and  attending  school  in  winter.  .*\fter  this 
he  removed  to  Natick,  and  at  about  this  time 
worked  at  the  cabinet  maker’s  trade  for  a year  in 
Providence.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he 
began  business  in  the  town  of  Exeter.  R.  L.  on  his 
own  account,  as  a wagon  maker.  One  year  later  he 
changed  the  line  of  his  work  to  that  of  making 


looms.  This  he  followed  until  1824,  when  he  set- 
tled at  Hope  \’alley  and  associated  with  Russell 
Thayer,  buying  the  property  referred  to  hereto- 
fore. The  mill  building  was  then  only  70x16  feet 
and  two  stories  high,  and  in  this  they  began  their 
operations.  Captain  Gardner  Nichols  making  tools 
for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  machinery,  and  iNIr. 
Thayer,  his  partner,  in  carding  wool  and  finishing 
cloth.  Here,  in  this  establishment,  in  1826,  were 
built  the  first  looms  ever  made  in  the  town.  In 
1835  Mr.  Thayer  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  with 
him  Captain  Gardner  Nichols  associated  his  two 
brothers-in-law,  Josiah  W.  and  Joseph  Lang- 
worthy, and  the  firm  became  Nichols  & Lang- 
worthy and  so  remained  until  1864.  In  that  year 
was  organized  the  corporation  of  Nichols  & Lang- 
worthy ^Machine  Company,  with  a paid  up  capital 
of  $300,000.  Captain  Nichols  remained  the  senior 
member  of  this  firm  for  over  forty  years.  He  died 
at  his  home  in  Hope  \’alley,  Oct.  13,  1881. 

On  Dec.  6.  1827,  Ca])tain  Gardner  Nichols  mar- 
ried Lois  A.  Langworthy,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Susannah  (Witter)  Langworthy,  and  she  died 
Nov.  29,  1876.  They  had  two  sons;  Amos  Gard- 
ner, born  Oct.  24,  1829 ; and  Henry  Clay,  born  Jan. 
12,  1844,  married,  Oct.  17,  1864,  Mary  A.  Witter, 
a daughter  of  Jerediah  and  Hanna  Elizabeth  (Bab- 
cock) M’itter,  and  one  child  was  born  to  them ; 
May  E..  born  Nov.  18,  1865. 

Amos  G.  Nichols,  god-father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Hopkinton,  at  Hope  Valley,  Oct.  24, 
1829.  He  received  his  education  in  the  Hope  Val- 
ley schools,  supplemented  by  a number  of  terms  at 
the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  Wdien  a young  man 
he  entered  the  machine  shop  of  Nichols  & Lang- 
worthy, as  an  apprentice,  where  he  faithfully  served 
his  time,  and  not  long  after  this  was  ended,  was 
given  an  interest  in  the  business  by  his  father.  He 
was  married  Sept.  5,  1853,  to  Mary  E.  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Gorton  W.  Arnold,  then  a resident  of 
Hope  Valley.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
Mrs.  Nichols  died  March  16,  1896,  and  March  9, 
1902,  IMr.  Nichols  married  (second)  Mrs.  Lu- 
cretia  B.  Frost,  of  Wakefield,  Massachusetts. 

As  a business  man  i\Ir.  Nichols  had  many  va- 
ried and  important  duties.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1881,  he  was  made  president  of  the 
Nichols  & Langworthy  Machine  Company,  which 
I)o.sition  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  incorporators  and  ])resident  of  the 
New  York  Safety  Steam  Power  Company.  He 
was  elected  a director  of  the  Richmond  Bank  at  its 
organization,  and  upon  the  death  of  Francis  B. 
Segar,  in  1856,  was  elected  president.  In  1865, 
upon  the  organization  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
he  became  its  president,  and  continued  as  such  un- 
til his  death.  He  was  also  for  many  years  a di- 
rector of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  of  Provi- 
dence. Mr.  Nichols  was  instrumental  in  huilding 
the  Wood  River  Branch  Railroad,  and  upon  the 
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death  of  David  L.  Aldrich,  in  1889,  he  became  its 
president,  an  office  he  also  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

The  social  side  of  Mr.  Nichols’  life  led  him  to 
become  a member  of  a number  of  fraternal  orj^ani- 
zations.  In  1852  he  became  a member  of  the  Me- 
chanics Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  was-  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.,  while  it  was  in  ex- 
istence here,  and  became  a member  of  Charity 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  later  of  Franklin  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M.  l\lr.  Nichols  was  of  a deeply  re- 
ligious temperament.  While  still  a young  boy  he 
became  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  his  vil- 
lage, and  he  retained  a vital  and  lively  interest  in 
its  affairs  until  his  death.  He  died  Jan.  13,  1904. 

Extracts  from  the  sermon  preached  at  INIr. 
Nichols’  funeral  are  herewith  given : “No  abso-  ‘ 
lutely  perfect  man  has  ever  lived,  save  one,  Jesus 
Christ,  and  if  we  take  the  terms  of  my  text  in  their 
absolute  sense,  they  cannot  be  applied  to  us  mor- 
tals. But  taking  them  in  a more  practical  sense, 
these  terms  are  essentially  true  of  many  men,  who 
though  they  undeniably  had  their  failings,  yet  set 
the  tendencies  of  their  lives  away  from  impurity 
and  evil,  toward  truth  and  righteousness.  Such  a 
life  was  that  of  our  brother,  Amos  Gardner 
Nichols,  to  whose  memory  today  we  contribute  our 
last  tokens  of  respect.  His  life  and  character  were 
pre-eminently  upright  and  praiseworthy,  and  merit 
careful  consideration  at  our  hands.  The  various 
traits  and  characteristics  of  his  life  may  be  grouped 
under  three  main  principles,  to  each  of  which  I 
would  invite  your  careful  attention. 

“The  first  main  principle  of  Mr.  Nichols’  life 
was  his  complete  consecration  of  self.  Jesus  makes 
self-surrender,  self-denial,  the  first  law  of  the  moral 
realm,  thus  opposed  to  the  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation, which  is  the  first  law  of  the  brute  realm. 
Itlr.  Nichols  obeyed  this  first  fundamental  moral 
law.  He  thoroughly  denied  himself.  The  term 
‘selfish’  we  instinctively  feel  to  be  utterly  inapplica- 
ble to  his  life.  He  denied  himself  creature  com- 
forts, rest  and  recreation.  He  seemed  never  to 
think  of  his  own  needs  at  all,  in  the  fullness  of  his 
service. 

“The  second  main  principle  of  Air.  Nichols’ 
life  was  his  keen  interest  in  the  deeper  problems  of 
life.  He  was  a man  of  vast  material  responsibili- 
ties, in  varied  lines,  each  one  of  which  would  have 
been  enough  for  most  men.  Despite  this  fact,  he 
ever  cultivated  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  mind 
and  heart,  the  deep  moral  and  spiritual  problems 
that  comfort  every  age.  He  had  realized  the  truth 
of  Jesus’  words,  ‘man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the 
mouth  of  God.’  Hence  the  material  realm,  with  its 
own  questions  and  problems,  was  never  allowed  to 
efface  the  moral  realm,  with  its  mighty  issues  for 
time  and  eternity. 

“The  character  of  Air.  Nichols’  library  reveals 
the  breadth  of  his  sympathies,  and  the  range  of  his 
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thoughts.  It  abounds  in  the  classics  of  English  lit- 
erature, and  in  translations  of  the  great  classics  of 
all  literatures.  It  contains  works  of  positive  credit 
to  a technical  scholar  in  the  various  fields  of  human 
inquiry.  And  these  books  Air.  Nichols  had  read. 
Discuss  with  him  the  social,  industrial  and  political 
questions  of  the  time,  and  you  would  find  him  ex- 
ceedingly well-informed,  yet  ever  alert  for  some- 
thing more.  Discuss  with  him  the  philosophical 
questions  that  press  for  solution,  age  after  age,  and 
again  he  would  meet  you  with  definite  ideas,  gath- 
ered from  a wide  range  of  reading.  The  mighty 
religious  and  theological  questions  of  the  day  found 
in  him  an  eager  truth  seeker,  and  the  scope  of  his 
study  in  that  realm  was  highly  creditable  indeed. 

“The  third  main  principle  of  Air.  Nichols’  life 
was  his  unbounded  love  for  bis  fellow  man.  His 
heart  seemed  to  beat  in  sympathy  with  all  man- 
kind, and  his  works  gave  concrete  expression  to 
such  sympathy.  His  generosity  amid  human  needs 
was  unbounded.  His  relatives  and  numerous  per- 
sonal friends  were  constantly  the  objects  of  his 
care  and  the  recipients  of  his  bounty.  But  beyond 
this  circle  of  intimates  there  lay  the  larger  mass  of 
human  needs  everywhere.  The  cry  of  want  from 
these  sources  found  in  him  a generous  response. 
Persons,  causes,  movements,  looked  to  him  for  aid. 
and  they  looked  not  in  vain.  As  an  illustration  ot 
this,  he  would  frequently  go  from  church  to  visit 
some  humble  borne,  and  there  leave,  beside  the 
cheer  of  his  sunny  presence,  some  substantial  token 
of  interest.  Never  would  he  tell  of  such  little  helps, 
but  later  in  my  pastoral  work,  I would  hear  of  such 
visits,  and  listen  to  the  expressions  of  appreciation 
from  grateful  lips  and  hearts. 

“His  love  for  mankind  found  expression,  too, 
in  his  unbounded  exertions  for  men.  All  legitimate 
business  interests  are  for  the  common  weal,  they 
are  social  necessities.  Yet  some  lines  of  trade  and 
industry  are  more  directly  benefactors  of  men  than 
are  others,  and  the  question  of  personal  profit  in 
such  interests  is  morally  secondary.  Air.  Nichols 
devoted  himself  largely  to  concerns  of  the  latter 
class.  His  maintaining  the  chief  industry  of  this 
place  was  not  solely  for  his  own  personal  gain,  but 
rather  for  the  good  of  this  community.  He  knew 
full  well  how  dependent  ujion  that  industry  our 
community  is,  and  because  of  that  fact  he  gave  him- 
self to  his  duties  and  labors,  when  many  of  us 
though  he  should  rest  himself  or  inevitably  break 
down. 

“His  efforts  and  interest  in  our  public  library 
were  maintained  at  a personal  loss  to  himself.  Here 
there  was  no  possible  question  of  personal  profits, 
but  the  very  opposite,  yet  Air.  Nichols  gave  freely 
of  his  time,  his  thought  and  his  means,  solely  for 
the  good  of  our  community.  Fie  literally  wore 
himself  out  in  a service,  whose  direct  benefits  ac- 
crued to  his  fellow-men.  His  sense  of  duty  to  his 
fellows,  and  the  responsibilities  that  he  necessarily 
carried,  in  view  of  such  duties,  were  more  than  any 
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physical  constitution  could  stand ; so  he  sacrificed 
himself  on  the  altar  of  service. 

“This  generous  love  for  humanity  found  fur- 
ther expression  in  Mr.  Nichols’  unbounded  charity 
for  the  failings  of  men.  His  heart  was  so  large  that 
he  could  not  condemn.  He  always  had  something 
good  to  say  of  everyone.  None  of  us  ever  heard 
him  criticise  his  fellow-men,  he  never  impugned 
their  motives,  he  never  questioned  their  purposes. 
These  he  always  interpreted  kindly  and  sympa- 
thetically. It  is  easy  to  find  fault,  and  to  question 
motives,'  it  is  hard  to  overlook  and  be  magnanb 
mous.  It  is  the  mark  of  a small  soul  to  impugn  mo- 
tives, and  misinterpret  purposes.” 

Amos  Gardner  Nichols  had  no  children  of  his 
own,  but  at  his  death  he  left  two  adopted  children : 
Lucy,  who  was  born  Sept,  i,  1869,  married  Charles 
E.  Green,  of  Hope  Valley ; and  V illis  G.,  our  sub- 
ject, born  Nov.  27,  1871. 

Willis  G.  Nichols  received  his  early  training  in 
the  schools  of  Hope  Valley,  and  then  went  to  Ver- 
mont Academy,  at  Saxton’s  River,  Vt.,  for  two 
years.  Returning  home,  he  went  into  the  shop  to 
learn  the  trade  of  mechanic,  and  after  completing 
his  apprenticeship  went  to  the  Worcester  Academy, 
at  Worcester,  iMass.,  for  one  year,  where  he  took 
a mechanical  and  mathematical  course.  At  the 
death  of  his  foster  father,  Amos  Gardner  Nichols, 
he  assumed  control  of  his  interests  in  the  Nichols  & 
Langworthy  ^lachine  Company.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a 
man  who  has  a thorough  and  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  his  business,  having  served  as  an  appren- 
tice and  afterwards  taking  a mechanical  course. 
He  is  a man  of  marked  mechanical  ability  and 
skill. 

Willis  G.  Nichols  was  married  April  17,  1901, 
to  Miss  Grace  E.  Millet,  daughter  of  George  E.  and 
Clara  Etta  (Greenwood)  Millet,  members  of  a very 
old  and  highly  respected  family  of  Boston,  Mass. 
One  son  has  been  born  to  this  marriage ; Gardner 
Millet,  born  April  25,  1904.  Mr.  Nichols  and  his 
wife  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  political  views  coincide  with  the  principles  ot 
the  Republican  party. 

DEACON  SAMUEL  OSBORNE  TABOR, 
one  of  North  Smithfield’s  prominent  citizens  now 
living  retired  on  his  excellent  farm,  was  born  at 
Slatersville,  R.  I.,  son  of  Isaac  and  Hannah 
(Pierce)  Tabor. 

The  intermarriage  of  two  families  of  the  same 
name  makes  it  difficult  to  say  which  ancestor  de- 
serves the  title  of  “founder  of  the  American 
hranch  of  the  family.”  Philip  Tabor  was  born  in 
1605,  and  in  1639  he  married  Lydia,  daughter  of 
Johli  Master.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: John,  born  in  1640;  Lydia,  in  1642;  Joseph, 
in  1644;  Philip,  in  1646;  and  Thomas,  in  1648. 

Thomas  Tabor,  born  in  1648,  son  of  Philip, 
married,  in  June,  1672.  for  his  second  wife,  Mary 
Thomson,  and  their  children  were : Lydia,  born  in 


1673;  Sarah,  in  1674;  Mary,  in  1677;  Joseph,  in 
1679;  John,  in  1681;  Jacob,  in  1683;  Jonathan,  in 
1685;  Bethiah,  in  1687;  Philip,  in  1689;  and  Abi- 
gail, May  2,  1693  (married  Ebenezer  Tabor,  men- 
tioned below). 

Ebenezer  Tabor,  who  was  the  first  of  the  name 
to  settle  in  Rhode  Island,  was  a native  of  Dart- 
mouth, JMass.,  where  he  was  born  in  1693.  In  his 
young  manhood  he  settled  at  Tiverton,  R.  I.  On 
Dec.  I,  1715,  he  married  Abigail  Tabor  (as  stated 
in  the  preceding  paragraph),  who  was  born  May 
2,  1693,  To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: John,  born  March  30,  1717;  Mary,  Aug. 
25.  1719;  Joseph,  Sept.  13,  1723;  Walter,  Sept. 

4,  1725  (died  June  17,  1730)  ; Lydia,  Oct.  24,  1728; 
Walter,  Oct.  i,  1731  ; and  Jacob,  Oct.  2,  1735. 

Joseph  Tabor,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail, 
born  Sept.  13,  1723,  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  married 
there  Dec.  i,  1743,  Abigail  Sawyer,  who  was  born 
in  Tiverton,  Oct.  4,  1716,  youngest  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Martha  Sawyer.  Their  children,  all 
born  in  Tiverton,  were:  Judith,  born  March  6, 
1745;  Lemuel,  Dec.  30,  1748  (settled  at  Adams, 
Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.)  ; Isaac,  Nov.  13,  1750; 
and  Ichabod,  March  8,  1755. 

Ichabod  Tabor,  son  of  Joseph,  born  at  Tiverton, 
March  8,  1755,  made  his  home  in  Newport,  R.  L, 
and  in  1797,  moved  to  Paw'tucket,  where  he  was 
employed  by  Samuel  Slater  in  the  mill.  He  was  a 
private  with  Col.  Richmond’s  regiment  during  the 
winter  of  1776,  was  promoted  to  corporal,  and  was 
pensioned  in  1832.  He  spent  much  of  his  life  at 
Pawffucket,  where  he  died.  For  many  years  he  was 
a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig.  On  Feb.  22,  1774.  Ichabod  Tabor 
married  at  Tiverton,  Elizabeth  Lawton,  born  Feb. 

22,  1857;  she  died  Feb.  19,  1829,  while  he  passed 
away  Alarch  i,  1835,  and  both  are  buried  at  Paw- 
tucket. Their  children  were : Joseph,  born  Oct. 
2,  1774,  died  Sept.  2,  1795 ; Lawton,  born  Aug. 
30,  1776,  died  Oct.  17,  i860;  Nancy,  born  July  20, 
1778,  married  Daniel  \Vilkinson,  and  died  March 

5,  i860,  in  Pawtucket;  Benjamin,  born  May  18, 

1782,  died  in  infancy;  Patience,  born  Oct.  16,  1784, 
died  March  16,  1840,  married  Reuben  Jencks; 
Ruth,  born  Jan.  8,  1786,  married  a Mr.  Brown, 
and  died  May  18,  1875;  Isaac,  born  Dec.  23,  1787; 
Samuel,  born  Oct.  8,  1789,  died  in  Providence 
Dec.  25,  1847;  Eliza  Knowles,  born  Dec.  29,  1791, 
died  March  6,  1854,  unmarried ; John,  born  April 
7,  1795,  died  July  28,  1884,  at  Pawtucket;  Mary, 
born  June  10,  1799,  married  Samuel  Curtis 

Collyer,  at  Pawtucket,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1878;  and 
Joseph,  born  in  September,  1801,  died  in  July,  1830, 
at  Pawtucket. 

Isaac  Tabor,  son  of  Ichabod,  was  born  Dec. 

23,  1787,  at  Tiverton.  He  came  to  Pawtucket  with 
his  parents,  working  in  the  mills  for  Samuel  Slater, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  spinning  trade.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  he  located  in  Slatersville,  R. 
I.,  becoming  a foreman  of  spinning  for  John  Slater,. 
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and  later  having  charge  of  the  Slater  store,  where 
he  spent  thirty  years.  During  his  stay  at  the  Slater 
place  he  bought  a farm  on  the  Branch  Pike  road, 
consisting  of  a tract  of  about  ninety  acres  of  land, 
a large  portion  of  it  being  then  a wilderness.  Here 
in  1825  he  erected  a part  of  the  present  house, 
but  continued  his  residence  in  Slatersville  until 
1835,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm.  From  time 
to  time  he  made  improvements,  clearing  his  land 
and  cultivating  it.  This  oceupied  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  he  died  Jan.  27,  1857.  He  was 
first  buried  at  the  Friends’  cemetery,  but  his  re- 
mains were  later  removed  to  Slatersville  cemetery, 
where  they  were  interred,  and  a beautiful  monu- 
ment, erected  by  his  son,  Samuel  O.,  marks  the 
grave.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  but  he  never 
sought  office,  and  although  often  importuned  by 
his  friends  to  do  so,  the  only  position  he  could  be 
induced  to  fill  was  that  of  trial  justice,  an  office  he 
held  most  efficiently  through  many  years.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Woonsocket, 
in  which  he  was  a deacon,  and  he  was  very  active 
in  all  church  and  charitable  work. 

In  1809  Isaac  Tabor  was  married  at  the 
Friends  Meeting  House,  to  Hannah  Pierce,  born 
April  20,  1789.  She  died  Nov.  ii,  1838,  and  was 
first  buried  at  the  Friends  cemetery,  Union  Vil- 
lage, but  later  removed  to  Slatersville.  Mr.  Tabor 
married  (second)  in  1841,  iMercy  Smith,  born 
IMarch  12,  1785.  who  died  July  8,  1869,  and  her 
remains  also  lie  buried  in  the  Slatersville  cemetery. 
The  children  of  Isaac  Tabor  were;  (i)  Elizabeth, 
born  July  2,  1810,  married  April  14,  1843,  Oliver 
Kelly,  and  resided  at  Woonsocket,  where  she  died 
Jan.  7,  1899.  Her  remains  were  interred  at  Sla- 
tersville. (2)  Benjamin  Pierce,  born  March  12, 
1812,  married  July  3,  1845,  Elizabeth  Passmore, 
and  died  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  19,  1845.  (3) 

William  Brown,  born  Dec.  31,  1814,  married  in 
1837  Charlotte  Russell,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1892. 
(4)  Isaac,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  28,  1817,  married  (first) 
in  1844,  Rebecca  Prewitt,  and  (second)  Emily 
Whitney,  and  he  died  in  1894,  at  Escondido,  San 
Diego  county,  Cal.,  where  he  was  a physician  and 
surgeon.  (5)  George,  born  Feb.  24,  1819,  died 
Sept.  II,  1820.  (6)  Nancy  Wilkinson,  born  June 

25,  1821,  married  Feb.  29,  1848.  Deacon  x\nsell 
Holman,  of  North  Smithfield,  and  died  Oct.  3, 
1891.  (7)  Samuel  Osborne  was  born  Sept.  20, 

1823.  (8)  Mary  Collyer,  born  June  26,  1826, 
married  Aug.  10,  1847,  Alexander  iMeggett,  an  at- 
torney, and  died  March  10,  1854,  at  Pawtucket. 

Deacon  Samuel  Osborne  Tabor,  born  Sept.  20, 
1823,  son  of  Isaac,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Slatersville,  the  Manual  Training  School 
at  Worcester,  and  Wilbraham  Academy,  at  Wil- 
braham.  Mass.  He  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  his 
first  employment  was  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  his 
brother,  Benjamin,  at  Slatersville,  with  whom  he 
spent  three  years.  He  also  taught  school  for  eight 
winters,  principally  at  Millville,  Burrillville  and 


Smithfield,  being  engaged  in  farming  during  the 
summer  months.  After  giving  up  teaching,  he 
rented  the  farm  from  his  father,  and  continued 
thereon  until  1853,  when  he  accepted  a position 
as  bookkeeper  at  the  Wauregan  Mill,  Wauregan, 
Conn.,  where  he  spent  four  years,  and  then  on  ac- 
count of  his  father’s  death,  returned  home  to  take 
up  the  management  of  the  farm.  He  bought  out 
the  other  heirs  to  the  estate,  and  he  has  continued 
for  fifty  years,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
From  1861,  when  the  mill  at  Forestdale  was  com- 
pleted, until  July,  1892,  Mr.  Tabor  was  bookkeeper 
for  the  Forestdale  Manufacturing  Company,  being 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Charles  A.  In  1889  Mr. 
Tabor  lost  a fine  barn  and  valuable  farm  machinery 
in  a fire,  a loss  of  $6,000,  well  insured,  however, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  erected  fine  new  barns, 
and  made  many  other  improvements.  Since  retiring 
from  active  life,  i\Ir.  Tabor  has  divided  his  farm 
among  his  sons. 

Mr.  Tabor  cast  his  first  vote  for  a Whig  candi- 
date, Henry  Clay,  and  later,  when  the  Republican 
party  was  formed,  joined  that  organization,  but 
subsecjuently,  as  a matter  of  principle,  became  a 
Prohibitionist,  which  party  he  has  supported  to  the 
present  time.  i\Ir.  Tabor  has  been  this  party’s 
candidate  for  numerous  important  positions  (among 
them  one  year  that  of  Lieutenant  Governor),  and 
he  always  polls  a large  vote.  All  of  his  life  Mr. 
Tabor  has  been  a strictly  temperate  man,  and  has 
never  taken  a drink  of  strong  liquor ; to  his  tem- 
perate habits  he  attributes  his  present  good  health. 
He  is  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  is  devoted  to  his 
home  and  children.  Deacon  Tabor  has  always 
taken  a deep  interest  in  school  matters,  has  been 
supervisor  of  twelve  school  sections  of  Smithfield, 
and  since  the  division  of  the  town  served  as  super- 
visor of  six  districts.  During  the  Dorr  trouble 
Mr.  Tabor  was  a supporter  of  Dorr  in  his  stand. 
In  1869  Mr.  Tabor  was  elected  a deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  at  Slatersville,  where  he 
served  until  1901,  when  he  resigned,  and  he  has 
also  served  as  Sunday-school  teacher  and  superin- 
tendent. He  is  a trustee  of  the  Slatersville  Ceme- 
tery Association,  and  has  been  agent  for  a number 
of  years  of  the  Pawtucket  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Tabor  was  married  at  Slatersville,  R.  I., 
Oct.  6,  1846,  to  Caroline  F.  Bowen,  born  at  Scitu- 
ate,  June  19,  1823,  daughter  of  Eber  and  Hannah 
(Hili)  Bowen,  and  she  died  at  the  home  farm  Jan. 
30,  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Slatersville  cemetery.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tabor  were  born  the  following  children : 
(i)  Benjamin  Osborne,  born  July  29,  1847,  resides 
at  home  with  his  father.  (2)  Henry  Bowen,  born 
March  18,  1851,  followed  the  sea  for  fifteen  years, 
and  was  lost  ofif  Cape  Horn,  Jan.  7.  1885,  being  at 
that  time  mate  of  a whaling  vessel.  (3)  George 
Edgar,  born  Oct.  ii,  1852,  is  a farmer  on  part  of 
the  old  homestead,  and  since  1894  he  has  been  a 
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deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  He  mar- 
ried, June  15,  1875,  Alice  :M.  Cornforth,  and  they 
have  had  children : Edgar  F.,  born  IMarch 
1876.  married  Sept.  26,  1901,  Jessie  E.  Bailey, 
and  has  two  children,  Osborne  B.  (born  March  16, 
1903)  and  Dean  Cornforth  (July  26,  1905)  ; Lillian 
Estelle,  born  March  i,  1878,  married  Xov.  16, 
1899,  Alvin  D.  Bailey,  and  has  two  children, 
Ernestine  T.  (born  Sept.  26,  1900)  and  Edgar 
Henry  (Eeb.  16,  1902)  ; Robert  Adelbert,  born 
Aug.  8.  1880;  Benjamin  Pierce,  born  Aug.  20, 
1882;  Laura  Linton,  born  Sept.  23,  1884,  married 
June  15,  1906,  Charles  E.  Seagrave ; Arthur  Kelly, 
born  Oct.  21,  1888  ; Frank  Edward,  born  [March  23, 
1890;  [Marilla  Jennison,  born  April  30,  1892,  died 
June  22,  1893;  and  Beatrice  Cornforth,  born  July 
25,  1899.  (4)  Joseph,  born  Oct.  21,  1854,  died  Feb. 

10,  1855.  (5)  Hannah  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  6, 

1856,  married  Jan.  25,  1883,  Frank  B.  Davis,  a 
resident  of  Denver,  Colo.,  and  has  children:  Nellie 
Eaton,  born  Jan.  i,  1884;  Caroline  Amelia,  Jan. 
14,  1886;  and  Ralph,  June  10,  1889  (died  April  16, 
1892).  (6)  Caroline  Bowen,  born  Xov.  3,  1858, 

married  Dec.  29,  1880,  Edward  P.  Fitts,  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  and  resides  at  Mansfield,  Mass. 
They  have  children : Charles  Tabor,  born  May  3, 
1882,  is  principal  of  the  Preparation  Department 
Oahu  College,  Honolulu;  Ethel  A.,  born  Jan.  ii, 
1885;  and  Harold  Edward,  born  June  29,  1890. 
(7)  Samuel  Lincoln,  born  April  23,  1861,  is  a 
farmer  and  poultryman  of  the  Branch  Village, 
North  Smithfield.  He  married  Sept.  21,  1882,  Lucy 
Mabel  Aldrich,  and  their  children  are : Charles 
Alfred,  born  May  14,  1885;  Otis  Allen,  April  ii, 
1887  (died  in  infancy)  ; Jesse  Earle,  March  7, 
1890;  and  [Mabel  Aldrich,  May  21,  1898.  (8) 

Walter  Holman  and  (9)  Albert  Lawton,  twins, 
were  born  Oct.  29,  1863.  Walter  Holman  is  prin- 
cipal of  a school  at  Arlington,  R.  I.,  and  was  mar- 
ried, Oct.  4.  1889,  to  [Mabel  G.  Cook,  by  whom  he 
had  children:  Ruth  Bowen,  born  March  28,  1892 
(died  in  infancy);  Henry  Cook,  [May  2,  1894; 
Helen  Louise,  March  2,  1900;  and  Caroline 
Frances,  Sept.  27,  1902.  Albert  Lawton  is  a resi- 
dent of  Oak  Park,  111.,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
piano  and  organ  tuner;  he  married  Dec.  31,  1895, 
May  B.  Cline,  and  has  children:  Marion  Esther 
(born  July  16,  1898)  and  Lawton  Cline  ([March  7, 
1901).  (10)  Mary  Lockwood,  born  [May  10.  1865, 
married  April  17,  1890,  Herbert  Ira  Parkis,  teller 
in  the  bank  at  Whitinsville,  [Mass.,  where  they 
reside.  Their  children  were:  Edith  Tabor,  born 
Aug.  4,  1892;  Chester  Ira,  April  23,  1896  (died  in 
infancy);  Helen  Waterman,  July  21,  1897;  and 
Samuel  Ira,  Aug.  24.  1904  (died  Eeb.  21,  1905). 
(ii)  Charles  .Xyei , born  Xov.  i,  1866.  is  superin- 
tendent at  the  Thorndike  Mills,  belonging  to  the 
Thorndike  Manufacturing  Company,  Thorndike. 
Mass.  He  married  (first)  Clara  A.  Sandford,  and 
(second)  Harriet  I . Rust.  To  the  latter  union 
have  been  born:  Harriet  Rood,  .April  28,  1903: 


and  Charles  Stewart,  April  13,  1906.  Air.  Samuel 
Osborne  Tabor  is  the  grandfather  of  thirty-two 
children  (six  deceased),  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  four. 

Samuel  Tabor,  born  Oct.  8,  1789,  son  of  Icha- 
bod  and  Elizabeth  (Lawton)  Tabor,  was  married 
Sept.  I,  1816,  to  Lucretia  Hills,  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
who  died  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  April  14,  1889,  aged 
ninety-four  years.  He  died  in  the  same  city  Dec. 
25,  1847.  Their  children  were.:  (i)  Stephen  Hills, 
born  at  Whitesboro,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  9,  1820,  died  at 
Providence  April  29,  1886.  He  married  (first)  at 
Blackstone,  Mass.,  Oct.  17,  1844,  Nancy  Cole,  who 
died  at  Providence  Xov.  29,  1874,  the  mother  of 
Edward  Payson  (born  Oct.  22,  1845),  Samuel 
Woodbridge  (Jan.  22,  1855)  and  Jennie  (Alay  9, 
1861-Aug.  13,  1861).  On  Dec.  29,  1875,  he 
married  (second)  Sarah  Gilmore,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  died  there  Sept.  24,  1900,  leaving 
no  children.  (2)  Eliza  Knowles,  who  was  born 
in  Oneida  county,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  22,  1818,  died 

at  Portlandville,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
29,  1863.  She  married  at  Hopeville,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  28,  1841,  Albert  Colwell  Steere,  and  their 
son,  Cyrus  Samuel,  lives  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

Edward  Payson  Tabor,  born  at  Blackstone, 
Alass.,  Oct.  22,  1845,  son  of  Stephen  Hills,  was 
married  at  Longmeadow  Dec.  29,  1869,  to  Jennie 
Boies  Dickinson,  and  they  have  children  as  follows : 
Stephen  Lyman,  born  Jan.  ii,  1880;  Aladeline, 
Sept.  29,  1882  (married  June  19,  1906,  Winthrop 
Goddard  Hall,  of  Worcester)  ; Edward  P.,  Jr., 
Oct.  16,  1884;  and  William  Boies,  July  ii,  1886. 

Samuel  Woodbridge  Tabor,  born  at  Providence. 
Jan.  22.  1855,  son  of  Stephen  Hills,  died  in  that  city 
Xov.  23,  1902.  He  married  (first)  Oct.  ii,  1882, 
Alarion  Pomroy,  who  bore  him  two  children  : Grace, 
born  in  1887  (deceased)  ; and  Samuel,  born  in  1888 
(living  in  Providence).  On  Aug.  22,  1902,  he 
married  (second)  G.  B.  Cummings. 

THOAIAS  GEORGE  HAZARD,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  of  the  older  generation  in  the  town 
of  Xarragansett,  Washington  Co.,  R.  I.,  is  de- 
scended from  (I)  Thomas  Hazard,  through  (II) 
Robert,  (HI)  Thomas,  (IV’)  George,  (V)  Thomas 
and  (\T)  Benjamin.  Alention  of  the  earlier  gen- 
erations will  be  found  elsewhere. 

(IV)  George  Hazard  was  born  Jan.  18,  1699, 
and  died  in  1746,  his  will  bearing  date  Oct.  ii, 
I746[  On  July  28,  1721,  his  father  gave  him  by 
deed  fifty  acres,  and  in  1738  409  acres,  being  what 
is  known  as  the  Thomas  G.  Hazard  and  Thomas  AI. 
Potter  farms.  There  are  many  men  of  note  who 
claim  George  Hazard  as  a direct  ancestor,  and 
judging  from  his  descendants  he  must  have  been  a 
man  with  a curious  combination  of  jiride  and  sen- 
sitiveness. Strong  men  do  not  spring  from  weak- 
ness. Among  his  descendants  may  he  mentioned 
Hon.  Benjamin  Hazard  of  X'ewport,  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  of  his  day : Sylvester  R.  Hazard,  of 
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Newport,  a giant  of  physical  strength ; and  the  gen- 
tle, courteous  and  pure  Dr.  Rowland  Hazard,  of 
Newport.  Of  the  characteristics  of  George  Haz- 
ard, these  are  speculations — history  read  back- 
wards, but  this  is  history,  nevertheless,  if  one  can 
judge  him  by  the  long  line  of  honorable  men  who 
are  his  descendants  in  the  present  day.  On  Nov. 
17,  1721,  he  married  Alary  Place,  who  was  born 
Oct.  16,  1697,  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Alary 
(Sweet)  Place.  Their  children  were:  Benjamin; 
Simeon;  Alary;  George;  Susannah;  Enoch;  and 
Thomas,  born  Oct.  ii,  1738.  It  is  probable  that  he 
built  the  fine  old  house  in  Boston  Neck  occupied  by 
his  descendant,  Thomas  G.  Hazard. 

(V)  Thomas  Hazard  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1738, 
and  died  Dec.  27,  1820.  His  father  gave  him  the 
200-acre  farm  on  Boston  Neck,  and  also  bequeathed 
“All  my  deer,  the  clock  in  the  great  room,  and  a 
round  table  and  a great  glass  in  the  great  room  to 
him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  when  he  shall  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.”  He  was  only  eight 
years  old  when  his  father  died.  The  farm  given 
him  is  now  known  as  the  Thomas  G.  Hazard  farm. 
After  the  death  of  Thomas  Hazard,  his  son  George 
P.  bought  the  rights  of  the  other  heirs,  and  gave  it 
by  will  to  his  nephew,  Thomas  G.  Hazard,  the  pres- 
ent owner.  Of  all  the  several  thousand  acres 
bought  in  Boston  Neck  by  Thomas  Hazard,  this 
farm  is  the  only  land  that  has  never  passed  out  of 
the  direct  line  of  inheritance.  . As  far  as  can  be 
judged  by  tradition  and  scanty  documentary  evi- 
dence, this  line  of  the  Hazard  family  has  also  re- 
tained, in  a greater  measure  than  other  lines,  the 
strongly  marked  characteristics  peculiar  to  the 
earlier  members  of  the  family.  Through  all  this 
line  can  be  traced  a strong  sense  of  justice,  as 
shown  in  the  equal  distribution  of  property,  and 
care  of  the  orphans  in  the  family,  and  there  can  be 
perceived  a pride  of  ancestry  in  many  of  the  de- 
scendants, and  an  independence  of  spirit  that  un- 
willingly brooks  opposition,  and  as  unwillingly 
submits  to  injustice.  Thomas  Hazard’s  public  life 
seems  to  have  been  confined  to  a few  years'  service 
in  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  called  Thomas 
G.  Hazard  to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  the 
same  name,  this  being  equivalent  to  calling  him 
Thomas,  son  of  George.  He  married  Alary, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth  (Coggeshall) 
Easton.  She  was  born  Alay  20,  1743,  and  died 
Nov.  26,  1794.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were: 
George  Place,  born  in  1763,  who  died  April  16, 
^^39;  Jonathan  Easton,  born  in  1764,  who  died 
Jan.  31,  1849;  Thomas  G.,  who  married  Patience 
Borden;  Benjamin,  born  Sept.  9,  1774;  Alary; 
Enoch,  who  married  in  September,  1804,  Alary 
Easton ; John  Alfred,  purser  of  the  U.  S.  Erigate 
“General  Greene,"  who  died  July  21,  1799;  and 
Ruth,  who  died  Eeb.  8,  1866. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Hazard  was  born  Sept.  9,  1774, 
and  died  Alarch  10,  1841.  He  graduated  from 


Brown  University  in  1792,  and  was  admitted  to  tne 
Bar  in  1796.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  New- 
port, and  followed  his  profession  there  with  honor 
the  rest  of  his  life.  In  1809  he  was  elected  a rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Assembly  and  continued 
a member  of  the  House  until  1840,  being  elected 
semi-annually  sixty-two  times.  Hjis  ability  was 
marked  and  his  integrity  never  questioned.  The 
late  Professor  Goddard,  in  a few  well-chosen 
words,  has  left  a portrait  of  him  which  Rhode  Is- 
land people  will  not  let  die.  He  said : "Air.  Haz- 
ard felt  himself  at  home  in  the  General  Assembly. 
There,  and  not  in  our  courts  or  primary  assemblies, 
did  he  put  forth,  with  most  effect,  the  uncommon 
powers  with  which  he  was  gifted.  His  talents  for 
debate  would  have  won  him  no  mean  rank  even  in 
the  highest  deliberative  body  in  our  country.  The 
tricks  of  oratory,  the  artificial  embellishments  of 
rhetoric,  he  seemed  to  scorn ; but  if  his  aim  was 
either  to  support  or  defeat  a measure,  no  man  was 
a more  skillful  master  of  the  language,  and  of  the 
style  of  argument  required  for  his  purpose.  No 
man  more  clearly  comprehended,  and  at  times  more 
ably  defended,  the  true  merits  of  a public,  question. 
No  man,  too,  it  should  be  added,  better  knew  how 
to  perplex  his  adversaries  by  subtle  objections,  and 
to  wither  them  by  caustic  sarcasm.  Air.  Hazard 
was  fond  of  reading.  In  my  last  interview  with 
him,  not  many  months  before  his  death,  he  spoke 
with  great  animation  and  emphasis  of  his  relish  for 
Shakespeare,  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Dean  Swift. 
His  predilection  for  the  latter  will  not  surprise 
those  who  recall  to  memory  the  celebrity  of  Swift 
as  a politician,  and  the  wonderful  influence  which, 
hy  the  peculiar  character  and  direction  of  his  intel- 
lect, he  obtained  over  the  popular  mind.  Air.  Haz- 
ard could  boast  a true  Rhode  Island  lineage,  and  he 
was  in  spirit  a genuine  Rhode  Island  man,  attached 
to  the  old  charter,  and  to  all  the  institutions  which 
grew  up  under  it.  The  report  on  the  Extension  of 
Suffrage,  made  in  the  year  1829,  is  characterized  by 
unusual  ability.  It  is  among  the  few  productions  of 
his  pen  to  which  he  attached  his  name,  and  in 
style  and  argument  may,  perhaps,  be  deemed  one 
of  the  best  specimens  of  his  peculiar  powers." 

It  was  thus  then  that  men  of  the  world  saw  Air. 
Hazard,  but  in  his  own  home  he  was  best  remem- 
bered by  his  tenderness  to  his  wife  and  children, 
his  courtly  manner  to  the  “some  time”  guest,  and 
his  perfect  unselfishness.  A plain  block  of  granite, 
symbolical  of  the  man,  and  beautiful  for  its  strength 
and  qualities  of  endurance,  marks  his  grave.  On 
Oct.  28,  1807,  Benjamin  Hazard  married  Harriet, 
daughter  of  Alajor  Daniel  and  Alary  (Wanton) 
Lyman,  and  they  lived  in  the  Wanton  house  on 
Broad  street,  now  Broadway.  Their  children  were : 
Emily  Lyman,  born  Oct.  16,  1808,  resides  in  New- 
port; Peyton  Randolph,  born  April  9,  1810,  died  at 
St.  Louis  July  2,  1849;  Harriet,  born  Alarch  26, 
1812,  married  Rev.  Charles  T.  Brooks,  and  died  in 
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1904;  Mary,  born  Dec.  14.  1813,  died  April  2,  1814; 
Mary  (2),  born  I^Iarch  5,  1815,  resides  in  Newport; 
Margaret  Lyman,  born  April  8,  1817,  married  Gen. 
Isaac  Ingalls  Stevens,  and  lives  at  Boston,  iNlass. ; 
Nancy,  born  June  4,  1819,  married  John  Alfred 
Hazard,  of  Newj)ort;  Daniel  Lyman,  born  July  19, 
1821,  married  Delia  Colton,  and  lives  at  James- 
town. L.  I.;  and  Thomas  George  was  born  iMarch 
13.  1824. 

(\TI)  Thomas  George  Hazard,  born  IMarch 
13.  1824,  resides  at  the  old  homestead  on  Boston 
Neck,  the  place  coming  to  him  through  his  uncle, 
George  Place  Hazard.  Mr.  Hazard  is  a farmer, 
and  like  his  ancestors  takes  a keen  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  represented  South  Kings- 
town in  the  General  Assembly  several  times,  and  in 
1875  was  elected  senator.  He  has  been  greatly  in- 
terested in  all  cjuestions  tending  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  town,  especially  the  schools,  both  public 
and  private,  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
Grange  in  Rhode  Island,  and  is  a iMason.  i\lr. 
Hazard  is,  in  one  sense,  an  ideal  farmer,  being  ex- 
tremely fond  of  books,  and  reading  only  the  best, 
and  he  has  thus  been  able  to  bring  his  society  to 
him.  and  in  the  quiet  of  his  old  manor  house  hold 
communion  with  the  best  minds  of  all  time. 

On  Dec.  8,  1858,  Mr.  Hazard  married  Mary 
King  Brooks,  a sister  of  Rev.  Charles  Brooks,  the 
gentle  poet  and  preacher.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children : Mary  King,  born  Feb.  20,  i860, 
died  Jan.  2,  1874;  Thomas  G.,  Jr.,  was  born  July 
20,  1862;  Daniel  Lyman,  born  Aug.  26,  1865,  grad- 
uated from  the  Newport  high  school,  and  after  one 
year  at  Brown  University  entered  Harvard,  being 
graduated  in  the  Academic  course,  and  he  is  now 
engaged  in  the  United  States  coast  survey  with 
residence  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

(\TH)  Tho.m.vs  G.  Hazard,  Jr.,  born  July  20, 
1862,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  South 
Kingstown,  and  for  two  years  attended  Brown 
University.  For  many  years  he  has  managed  the 
homestead  farm,  and  engaged  in  civil  engineering, 
and  since  February,  1902,  he  has  held  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  superintendent  of  the  Narragansett 
Pier  Railroad.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and 
for  one  year  represented  the  town  of  Narragansett 
in  the  State  Legislature. 

TURNER.  For  several  generations  the  Turner 
family  has  been  one  of  the  substantial  families 
of  the  town  of  Warren  and  Bristol,  R.  I.  Refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  family  and  parentage  of  the 
late  Hon.  Thomas  Goodwin  Turner,  long  one  of 
the  prominent  public  men  of  the  .State,  whose  life 
as  a merchant,  manufacturer,  insurance  president, 
legislator,  senator,  lieutenant  governor  (acting 
governor  during  this  lieutenancy),  governor  ami 
citizen,  reflected  credit  ujion  his  native  town  and 
u])on  his  State  and  uj)on  himself,  and  also  to  Maj. 
William  H.  Turner,  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  active 
and  prominent  in  civil,  military  and  religious  mat- 


ters, both  in  his  native  State  and  in  the  State  of  his 
adoption. 

Governor  Turner  was  a son  of  Capt.  William 
Turner  and  Abiah  (Goodwin)  Turner,  and  on  both 
sides  came  of  early  New  England  ancestry,  both 
the  Turner  and  Goodwin  families  figuring  promi- 
nently in  the  Colonial  period. 

Capt.  William  Turner,  of  Dorchester,  Mass., 
1642-1664,  and  of  Boston  after  1665,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  in  the 
last  named  year.  He  would  early  in  Philip’s  war 
have  formed  a company  of  volunteers  for  service 
against  the  common  enemy,  but  as  most  of  the  as- 
sociation were  of  his  religious  persuasion  his  and 
their  offers  were  slighted.  As  the  war  grew  more 
dangerous,  in  the  following  spring,  he  was  encour- 
aged by  the  government,  and  had  command  of  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Connecticut  river,  on  the  i8th 
of  May  imprisoning  the  Indians  at  the  place  where 
the  falls  have  since  born  his  name,  and  gave  them 
a signal  defeat ; but  on  the  return  he  was  sur- 
rounded at  Green  river  and  the  next  day  after  the 
Falls  fight  was  killed  with  fourteen  of  his  men. 
[See  ^vlass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VI,  184.] 

Capt.  William  Turner  married  (first)  Frances, 
who  was  probably  the  mother  of  all  of  his  children, 
(second)  iMary,  widow  of  John  Pratt,  and  (third) 
probably  in  1673-74  Mary,  widow  of  Key  Alsop. 
Captain  Turner’s  children  were:  Patience,  bap- 
tized Nov.  10,  1644,  in  Dorchester;  Thomas;  Wil- 
liam; Joshua;  Josiah ; Elizabeth;  Prudence,  bap- 
tized Oct.  12.  1665,  in  Boston;  and  Joseph..  Of 
these  sons 

Thomas  Turner  was  a soldier  at  Marlborough, 
1675;  was  at  Bridgewater,  Scituate  and  Swansea; 
a shipwright,  1678-1715;  at  the  latter  date  he  pur- 
chased land  in  Freetown  of  Constant  Church.  One 
of  his  sons,  William,  married  in  1711  Patience 
Hale,  of  Swansea,  and  was  quite  a large  land  owner 
and  ship-builder.  He  succeeded  to  the  Indian  war 
claim  of  his  grandfather.  He  was  one  of  the  non- 
resident proprietors  who  agreed  to  pay  £23  each 
to  carry  forward  the  settlement  of  the  township. 
He  was  of  Swansea  as  late  as  1748,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  Oct.  4, 
1759,  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  His  children, 
born  in  .Swansea,  were : William,  born  April  27, 
1713.  became  a physician  of  New  Jersey  ; and  his 
other  children,  born  between  1714  and  1734,  were 
Lillis,  Nathaniel,  Patience,  Caleb  and  Hale. 

Caleb  Turner,  son  of  William  and.  Patience, 
born  about  1720,  married  Hannah  Gardner,  anej  their 
son,  Haile,  born  probably  in  Swansea,  married, 
Aug.  II,  1757,  Sarah  Gibbs.  They  in  turn  became 
the  parents  of  William,  the  father  of  Governor 
Turner. 

William  and  Abiah  (Goodwin)  Turner,  of 
Warren,  R.  I.,  had  all  their  children  born  there 
except  the  eldest,  who  was  born  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  as  follows:  Haile,  June  ii,  1795;  Margaret 
Clay,  April  20,  1800  (grandmother  of  Nathan  B. 
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Barton);  Abiah  Goodwin,  June  5,  1803;  William 
Henry,  March  17,  1808;  and  Thomas  Goodwin, 
Oct.  24,  1810. 

Thomas  Goodwix  Turner,  born  Oct.  24, 
1810,  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  married  zA.pril  4,  1833,- 
IMarv  Pierce  Luther,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Rosamond  Luther,  of  Warren,  R.  L,  a woman  of 
many  excellencies  of  character  and  fine  abilities. 

A\4iile  a mere  lad  Thomas  G.  Turner  was  ac- 
customed to  be  with  and  assist  his  father  about 
his  vessel,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  be- 
gan his  career  for  himself  as  a clerk  in  the  dry- 
goods  store  of  a Mr.  Calhoon,  in  Newport,  R.  I. 
By  self  study  and  reading,  as  time  passed,  he  be- 
came self  educated  and  also  acquired  good  business 
knowledge  and  preparation.  Subsequently  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  town,  and  associated  himself 
in  partnership  with  Martin  L.  Salisbury  for  the 
conduct  of  a dry-goods  and  merchant  tailoring 
business,  which  was  carried  on  under  the  firm  name 
of  Turner  & Salisbury.  To  this  business  was  added 
later  that  of  the  manufacture  of  neck  scarfs,  in 
which  latter  line  the  firm  became  the  most  ex- 
tensive in  the  country,  and  as  well  were  most  suc- 
cessful. This  continued  to  be  IMr.  Turner’s  occu- 
pation until  the  organization  of  the  Equitable  Fire 
and  INIarine  Insurance  Company,  of  Providence, 
the  presidency  of  which  was  tendered  to  and  ac-. 
cepted  by  him,  a relation  he  most  efficiently  and 
satisfactorily  sustained  to  the  corporation  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  time. 

In  the  struggle  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  State, 
in  1842,  Mr.  Turner  accepted  a colonel’s  commis- 
sion in  the  State  militia,  and  was  in  command  at 
Acote’s  Hill.  He  was  associated  in  this  trying 
})eriod  with  such  men  as  Governor  King  and  his 
council,  Governor  Fenner,  Governor  Sprague,  Mr. 
Simmons,  Governor  Bullock,  Samuel  F.  Man, 
Governor  Gibbs,  Richard  K.  Randolph,  Judge 
Ames,  Judges  Durfee  and  Haile,  and  many  others 
who  passed  away  before  him.  Governor  Turner, 
Governor  Diman  and  Judge  Bosworth,  of  Bris- 
tol county,  were  devoted  friends  of  the  goVernmept 
during  all  of  that  struggle.  Mr.  Turner  was  subse- 
quently elected  and  ably  represented  Warren  in  the 
State  Assembly,  both  in  the  House  and  Senate. 
He  was  twice  chosen  as  Presidential  elector.  He 
was  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  from  1857  to 
1859.  In  1859  and  i860  he  was  chosen  governor 
of  Rhode  Island.  He  served  as  the  first  collector 
of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  First  District  of  Rhode 
Island,  receiving  his  appointment  from  President 
Lincoln. 

During  his  early  life  Governor  Turner  was 
also  a member  of  the  ist  Light  Infantry  Company, 
of  Providence.  He  held  official  relations  with  many 
institutions,  both  in  his  native  town  and  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  He  was  a director  in  the  War- 
ren ^Manufacturing  Company;  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Warren ; in  the  Mechanics’  Machine 
Company;  in  the  City  National  and  City  Savings 


Banks,  both  of  Providence ; and  in  the  Providence, 
Warren  & Bristol  Railroad  Company. 

During  the  religious  revival  in  the  winter  of 
1857-58  Governor  Turner  became  a prominent 
Christian,  and  ever  after  was  active  in  church  and 
missionary  work ; he  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Warren.  He  became  a member  of  the 
board  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Union.  He  was 
a trustee  of  Brown  University  and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Few 
men  in  the  State  were  more  favorably  known  offi- 
cially and  personally,  and  none  have  been  more 
kndly  remembered  than  Governor  Turner.  His 
abilities  and  character  graced  every  position  to 
which  he  was  called,  and  the  people  delighted  to 
do  him  honor.  His  many  honors  were  worn  with 
great  quietness  and  grace,  and  all  his  duties  were 
performed  with  conscientious  fidelity  and  thorough- 
ness. His  urbanity,  kindness  and  integrity  were 
proverbial. 

To  Governor  Turner  and  his  wife  were  born 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  very  early 
life.  The  others  were  : 

(i)  Daniel  Luther  Turner,  born  Feb.  ii,  1834, 
married  Oct.  13,  1858,  Elizabeth  S.,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Nathan  M.  Wheaton,  and  one  son  came  to 
this  marriage,  IMaxwell  Wheaton  Turner. 

IMaxwell  Wheaton  Turner,  born  Oct.  20, 
1862,  was  married  July  13,  1903,  to  Nettie  (Ma- 
son) Collamore,  who  was  born  IMay  21,  1870, 
daughter  of  James  Anthony  and  Sarah  I'rances 
(Phinney)  Mason.  Mrs.  Turner  is  a descendant  in 
the  ninth  generation  of  (I)  Sampson  Mason,  who 
married  Mary  Butterworth,  her  line  being  through 
(H)  Pelatiah  Alason  and  Hepsebah  Brooks;  (HI) 
Elisha  IMason  and  Deborah  Boomer;  (IV)  James 
iMason  and  IMary  Cornell;  (V)  David  JMason  and 
Sarah  Lee;  (VT)  Anthony  Mason  and  Lillis 
Wood;  (VH)  William  Wood  Mason,  born  Nov. 
18,  1815,  died  Nov.  4,  1904,  who  married  in  1839 
Betsey  Eales  Burne,  born  Eeb.  10,  1817,  died  Jan. 
I,  1900,  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Abby  (Munro) 
Burne;  (VHI)  James  Anthony  IMason,  born  Feb. 
13,  1840,  died  Oct.  6,  1878,  and  Sarah  Frances 
Phinney,  born  April  24,  1842. 

In  the  maternal  line  Mrs.  Maxwell  W.  Turner 
is  a descendant  of  John  Phinney  (son  of  “Mother  ’ 
Phinney),  who  married  Elizabeth  Bailey.  Their 
son,  Jonathan  Phinney,  born  Aug.  14,  1665,  died 
in  May,  1728,  married  Oct.  18,  1682,  Joanna  Kin- 
nicutt.  Their  son  Jonathan  Phinney,  born  Nov. 
3,  1686,  died  Nov.  24,  1736,  married  IMay  6,  1730, 
jMercy  Reed.  Their  son,  Elisha  Phinney,  born 
IMarch  30,  1737,  died  June  18,  1815,  married  Re- 
becca Peck,  born  Feb.  ii,  1739-40,  died  Oct.  18, 
1818.  Their  son,  Daniel  Phinney,  born  Sept.  13, 
1768,  died  June  25,  1857,  married  June  7,  1798, 
Elizabeth  Coomcr,  born  April  6,  1780.  died  Nov. 
23,  1822.  Their  son,  Elisha  Peck  Phinney.  born 
Sept.  29,  1814,  died  Jan.  26,  1906,  married  Dec.  5. 
1839,  Sarah  Ann  Williams,  born  Jan.  26,  1815,  died 
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Feb.  3.  1900.  Their  daughter,  Sarah  Frances 
Phinney,  born  April  24,  1842,  became  the  wife  of 
James  Anthony  Mason. 

(2)  Sarah  Cole  Turner,  born  Aug.  8.  1836, 
was  married  Jan.  2,  1858.  to  Commander  Trevett 
Abbot.  U.  S.  X.,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with 
two  daughters. 

(3)  A\'illiam  Turner,  born  Oct.  20,  1849,  died 
iMay  27,  1876.  at  Holyoke,  iNIass.,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years.  He  was  a man  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  for  his  good  deeds  and  pure  char- 
acter. 

Governor  Turner  died  at  his  home  in  Warren, 
R.  I.,  Jan.  3.  1875.  He  was  buried  with  the  highest 
marks  of  esteem  and  honor.  On  the  occasion  of  his 
death  a local  paper  said  in  part : 

“Thomas  G.  Turner  was  widely  known  and 
honorably.  His  probity,  ability  and  liberality  have 
been  the  pride  of  his  townsmen.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  and  a liberal  giver  to  the 
church  and  the  objects  represented  in  or  beyond  its 
limits.  The  poor  knew  him.  the  toiler  for  a place 
in  the  world's  exchange  of  labor  came  to  him  for 
counsel  or  assistance,  and  never  came  in  vain.  He 
was  the  loving  and  beloved  center  of  a happy  fam- 
ily and  the  grief  of  a community  testifies  to  its 
loss.” 

W iLLL\M  Henry  Turner,  son  of  William  and 
brother  of  Gov.  Thomas  G.  Turner,  was  born 
March  17,  1808.  On  XMv.  18,  1832,  he  married 
Ann  Eliza  Humphreys,  a descendant  of  Judge  Jo- 
siah  Humphreys,  whose  sister  Lilis  (or  Lillis), 
according  to  the  town  records  i;i  Swansea,  Bar- 
rington and  Warren,  married,  in  1765.  Nathaniel 
Smith,  and  had  eight  children,  one  of  whom, 
Sarah,  married  Carlo  Mauran,  in  1805 ; and  an- 
other. Simeon,  married  Lydia  Boswortli,  in  1807. 
In  Warren,  on  iMarch  28,  1765.  Judge  Humphreys’ 
brother,  Elkanah,  married  Sarah  Smith,  and  they 
had  si.x  children,  of  whom  Anna  married  James 
Ingraham  in  1790.  and  Josiah  married  Elizabeth 
Easton.  Judge  Josiah  Humphreys  married  Rachel 
Brown,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  and'  his  will  mentions 
son  Amasa  and  daughters  iMary  (wife  of  Thomas 
Howard).  Elizabeth  (wife  of  John  Martin,  of  Re- 
hoboth),  Olive  (wife  of  Jeremiah  Short),  and  his 
grandchildren,  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (children  of 
William,  deceased),  and  Samuel.  Through  the 
Browns  the  lineage  is  traced  in  direct  line  to  John 
Howland  of  the  “Mayflower.’’  William  Henry 
and  .Ann  Eliza  (Humi)hreys)  Turner  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Caroline,  born  Dec.  8,  1833; 
Hail,  born  .Ai)ril  i,  1836:  William  Henry,  born 
Sept.  5,  1838;  Robert  Xortham,  born  Xov.  9,  1840: 
Elizabeth  Howard,  horn  Dec.  29,  i842:  'Abiah 
Goo<lwin.  born  June  13.  1846;  .Anna  I-' ranees,  born 
Jan.  15,  1849:  Mary  I.ouise,  born  Sept.  23,  1851, 
who  married  Jacob  C.  Sweet,  and  lives  on  Mc- 
Donough street.  Brooklyn.  X.  Ah  ; and  Josiah  Hum- 
phreys. born  July  4,  1854. 

H.\il  Turner,  son  of  William  Henrv,  born 


April  I,  1836,  was  in  the  lumber  business  in  War- 
ren for  some  years  and  then  became  interested 
with  his  father  in  the  lumber  and  planing-mill 
business  in  Providence,  on  India  street.  He  was 
sheriff  of  Bristol  county.  While  a resident  of 
Providence  he  was  a member  of  the  Church  ot  the 
Savior  (formerly  St.  Stephen’s)  and  was  one  of  the 
board  of  vestrymen.  He  was  sergeant  in  Company 
I,  9th  R.  I.  A’.  I.  A quiet,  retiring  man,  and  the 
very  soul  of  honor,  with  him,  as  with  his  father,  an 
agreement  was  an  agreement  which  was  to  be  lived 
up  to  and  honored,  though,  as  in  one  case,  it  re- 
quired years  of  labor  and  patient  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge the  obligations  thereby  imposed.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Haile  Handy,  born  Feb.  23,  1843.'  Df 
the  two  children  of  this  marriage,  the  son  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  daughter,  Mabel,  a teacher  in 
the  Providence  schools,  was  elected  principal  of 
the  Ruggles  street  school  in  1899,  which  position 
she  still  holds. 

WiLLi.\M  Henry  Turner,  born  Sept.  5,  1838, 
son  of  William  Henry,  was  occupied  with  mer- 
cantile pursuits  between  the  time  of  his  leaving 
school  and  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  en- 
tered the  Lnion  army,  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant,  ist  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  and  served 
in  different  grades  until  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment, resigning  his  commission  as  major  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1864.  During  his  three  years  of  service 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Alountain, 
Groveton,  Second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  Rapidan 
Station,  Chancellorsville,  Fredericksburg,  Waynes- 
boro, Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  all  in  Vir- 
ginia. At  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  escort  to  General  Sheridan’s  chief  of 
cavalry.  General  Torbert,  who  acknowledged  his 
services  in  his  official  report.  At  the  close  of  his 
service  in  the  United  States  volunteers  he  held  a 
commission  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment 
from  the  governor  of  the  State,  but  was  not  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States’  service  on  that  com- 
mission. Upon  re-entering  civil  life  he  became 
United  States  assistant  assessor  of  internal  reve-. 
nue,  and  subsequently  was  employed  in  the  en- 
gineering department  during  the  construction  of 
the  Providence  waterworks.  His  marked  ability 
and  fidelity  to  duty  have  won  him  a high  place  in 
the  estimation  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  he  has 
been  almost  continuously  in  some  public  or  other 
position  of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  1870  he  was 
special  agent  of  the  United  States  Census.  In  1880 
he  removed  to  New  A’ork  City  to  assume  the  po- 
sition of  assistant  manager  of  the  Pintsch  Lighting 
Company,  and  he  visited  the  parent  company  in 
Germany.  .After  ten  years  of  service  with  this 
gas  lighting  concern  he  removed  to  Boston,  Alass., 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Since  locating  in  the 
Old  Bay  State  he  has  identified  himself  with  her 
best  interests,  and  for  some  time  was  vice-president 
of  the  Alount  Bowdoin  Library,  since  merged  into 
the  Public  Librarv  of  Boston.  He  is  senior  warden 
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of  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  Dorchester,  and  in  1902 
was  president  of  the  Episcopalian  Club  of  Mass- 
achusetts. His  interest  in  his  comrades  of  the  Civil 
war  has  never  waned,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Rhode  Island  he  was  commander  of  Rodman  Post, 
No.  12,  G.  A.  R. ; he  has  filled  various  other  offi- 
cial positions  in  the  order,  including  the  office  of  as- 
sistant inspector  general  on  the  stafif  of  National 
Commander-in-Chief  General  Hartranft.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  and  was  senior 
vice-commander  of  the  Commandery  of  Massachu- 
setts in  1905-06.  In  politics  Major  Turner  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  was  assistant  adjutant  general 
of  Rhode  Island  under  Governors  \"an  Zandt-  and 
Littlefield.  In  Providence  for  four  years  he  served 
as  secretary  of  the  Republican  city  committee,  and 
he  was  a member  of  the  convention  (from  Rhode 
Island)  that  nominated  James  A.  Garfield  for 
president. 

Major  Turner  has  been  twice  married,  and  he 
has  three  children  now  living,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  In  1888-89,  his  present  wife,  he' 

spent  fourteen  months  in  Europe,  and  they  were 
presented  to  the  Court  of  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony. 
His  first  marriage  was  to  Mary  Charlotte  Smith, 
of  Warren,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  P.  Smith,  and 
they  had  one  son,  Charles  Phillips  Turner,  who  is 
a shoe  manufacturer.  His  second  marriage  was  to  ' 
Mrs.  Abigail  A.  (Quincy)  Tucker,  daughter  of;^ 
Thomas  D.  Quincy,  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  they 
have  had  one  daughter,  Dorothy  Quincy  Turner, 
and  one  son,  William  Bradford  Turner. 

C.\PT.  Robert  Northam  Turner,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1840,  son  of  William  Henry  Turner,  Sr., 
graduated  from  the  Warren  high  school.  He  then 
entered  the  academy  at  East  Greenwich,  and  was 
privately  prepared  for  college.  It  was  his  intention 
to  enter  upon  the  study  of  the  law,  but  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  changed  all  his  plans,  and  in  June, 
1861,  with  other  Bristol  boys,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  2d  R.  I.  V.  I.  On  June  6,  1861,  he  was 
made  corporal,  and  on  June  i,  1862,  was  dis- 
charged on  surgeon’s  certificate.  This  covered  the 
period  of  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  up  to  the  bat- 
tle of  Eair  Oaks,  and  included  the  skirmish  at 
Fairfax  Court  House.  The  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
fought  on  Sunday,  July  21,  1861,  gave  the  2d 
Rhode  Island  their  baptism  of  fire,  and  they  bravely 
bore  a heroic  part  in  that  historic  contest,  winning 
for  themselves  and  their  State  egviable  fame.  The 
Peninsular  campaign  that  followed  added  new 
laurels  to  the  2d,  but  proved  disastrous  in  the  des- 
truction of  life  by  disease  as  well  as  by  battle. 
Thousands  were  prostrated  by  illness,  and  the  ma- 
laria of  the  Chickahominy  Swamp^  the  rains  and 
the  marches  caused  Captain  Turner  to  succumb, 
and  he  was  honorably  discharged  June  l,  1862. 
As  his  illness  was  supposed  to  be  fatal  he  was  at 
once  railroaded  home  to  die  among  friends,  but  he 
recovered  and  on  . May  2,  1864,  he  passed  the  ex- 


amination in  scholarship  and  seamanship  and  on 
his  own  application,  was  appointed  by  Gideon 
Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  a master’s  mate, 
and  on  Oct.  12,  1865,  was  honorably  discharged 
with  the  thanks  of  the  Navy  Department.  Upon 
the  capture  of  a blockade  runner  he  was  made  her 
captain  until  she  and  her  cargo  were  disposed  of. 
He  was  captain  of  the  boat’s  crew  sent  into  the 
rivers  and  bayous  on  the  coast  of  Georgia  to  meet 
Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea.  As  a reward  for 
his  meritorious  conduct  in  the  army  and  navy  he 
was  given  a position  in  the  custom  house  at  the  ])ort 
of  Providence,  as  inspector  of  foreign  merchandise, 
where  his  work  distinguished  him  as  an  honorable, 
patriotic  citizen  and  wise  reformer.  Soon  after 
the  war  he  was  appointed  resident  principal  of  the 
Educational  and  Industrial  College  at  Sabine  Pass, 
Texas,  and  at  the  same  time  a deputy  United  States 
marshal  of  the  State,  under  General  Griffen,  of 
New  Hampshire,  who  was  marshal.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  college  under  his  management  says 
much  for  his  executive  ability.  His  military  career 
has  made  of  him  a strict  disciplinarian,  and  his 
methodical  business  habits  an  exact  accountant. 
Everything  under  his  control  bears  evidetice  of 
this,  and  the  farm,  which  has  been  in  his  wife’s 
family  since  it  was  deeded  by  the  Indians,  has  been 
thoroughly  renovated,  until  to-day  it  is  one  of  the 
most  up-to-date  and  productive  farms  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

Captain  Turner  is  intensely  public-spirited,  and- 
is  ever  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his  town.  He 
gave  $500  worth  of  stone  in  order  that  the  main 
road  could  be  macadamized  to  the  top  of  the  two- 
mile  hill,  and  he  was  the  prime  mover  in  securing 
the  Australian  ballot  for  Bristol,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  work  which  secured  the 
public  wharf.  He  was  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  town  to  secure  an  electric 
road  between  Bristol  and  Providence,  and  this 
resulted  in  the  Suburban  road.  As  a member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Constitutional 
League  he  did  great  and  lasting  work,  and  his  en- 
deavors for  the  Constitutional  Convention  won  him 
high  praise  all  over  the  State.  In  1899  Captain 
Turner  was  honored  by  being  unanimously  elected 
captain  of  the  Farragut  Naval  Veterans  Associa- 
tion of  the  Port  of  Providence,  with  whose  mem- 
bers he  is  deservedly  popular. 

Captain  Turner  was  married  Oct.  6.  1869.  to 
Susan  Emma  Peck,  daughter  of  Horace  Peck,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
children:  (i)  Robert  Northam,  Jr.,  born  July  10, 
1870,  is  living  in  Hobart,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  is  rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Church.  (2) 
Helen  Howard,  born  Feb.  28,  1872,  was  married 
Sept.  30,  1891,  to  Rev.  William  Ramsey  Trotter, 
rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Bristol.  They  have  had 
three  children:  Edith  Wingate,  born  Dec.  26, 
1893;  Andrew  Ramsey,  born  Oct.  24,  1894;  Helen 
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Howard,  born  Feb.  27,  1896.  (3)  Susan  Emma, 

born  Hay  28.  1875,  married  William  W.  Perry  of 
Bristol. 

Mrs.  Susan  Emma  Turner  has  been  a writer  of 
note  for  thirty  years  and  a contributor  to  ‘’St. 
Nicholas.’’  "The  Youth’s  Companion"  and  “Wide 
Awake,”  and  in  later  years  has  been  particularly 
well  known  as  a hymn  writer,  principally  of  festival 
hymns.  She  was  considered  the  best  festival  hymn 
writer  of  her  time,  and  has  written  for  Professor 
Sherwin,  of  the  New  England  Conservatory  of 
Husic,  and  Professor  Kirkpatrick,  of  Philadelphia. 
Her  best  known  hymn  is  “Refuge  Divine,”  the 
music  for  which  was  composed  by  Ralph  Kinder, 
of  Philadelphia.  In  1876  Mrs.  Turner  wrote  a 
centennial  ode,  called  “One  Hundred  Years,”  sung 
at  the  centennial  celebration  in  Boston,  upon  which 
occasion  Benjamin  Butler  was  the  orator  and  Ed- 
ward Everett  Hale  the  poet.  She  was  a friend  and 
acquaintance  of  Hezekiah  Butterworth  and  wrote 
much  for  him  for  “The  Youth’s  Companion.” 

JAMES  H.  EASTMAN  (deceased).  The 
ancestor  of  all  the  Eastmans  in  America  was  prob- 
ably (I)  Roger  Eastman  (a  son  of  John  Eastman  of 
Ram.say,  Northampton.  England),  who  was  born 
in  Wales  in  1611,  and  died  in  Salisbury,  Mass., 
Dec.  16,  1694.  He  married  Sarah  Smith,  born  in 
1621.  and  she  died  in  Salisbury,  IMarch  ii,  1697. 
He  came  from  Eangford,  County  W ilts,  and  sailed 
from  Southampton  in  April.  1638.  in  the  ship 
“Confidence.”  John  Jobsen,  master,  bound  for  the 
^Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 

(H)  John  Eastman,  son  of  Roger,  was  born  in 
Sali.sbury,  iMass..  Jan.  9,  1640,  and  died  tEefe 
iMarch  25.  1720.  He  married  (first)  Oct.  27,  1665, 
Hannah  Heilie,  and  (second)  Nov.  5,  1670,  iMary 
Boynton,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  iNIay  23,  1648, 
daughter  of  William  Boynton.  Mr.  Eastman  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1677  ^”<1  made  a free- 
man in  1690.  He  represented  Salisbury  in  the 
General  Court  at  Boston,  in  1691.  ’ 

(HI)  Roger  Eastman,  son  of  John,  born  in 
Salisbury,  Mass.,  Feb.  26,  1682.  married  Jan.  5, 
1710.  Hannah  Kimball,  daughter  of  John  Kimball. 
He  lived  in  Amesbury,  iMass.,  and  his  will  was 
admitted  to  ])robate  in  April,  1743.  and  his  widow’s 

r'ci^-  5- 1753- 

(I\^)  Samuel  Eastman,  son  of  Roger  and  Han- 
nah. settled  in  Hawke  (now  Danville),  N.  H. 
There  is  a tradition  in  the  family  that  he  served  in 
the  French  war  and  in  the  Revolution,  and  that  he 
died  in  Charlestown.  Mass.,  of  fever,  being  buried 
near  the  public  square. 

(V)  Stephen  Eastman,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
Hawke.  N.  H..  in  1748,  was  married  in  Kingston, 
N.  H..  March  i.  to  Miriam  Quimby.  He  re- 

moved to  Canaan.  N.  IE,  in  T787-K  and  died  April 
8.  1798.  Stephen  Eastman  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  the  records  of  his  service  arc  to  be 
found  on  the  Mas.^achusetts  Revolutionary  rolls. 


(VI)  James  Eastman,  son  of  Stephen,  was 
born  in  Hawke,  N.  H.,  April  28,  1780.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  French,  born  Dec.  29,  1787,  and  they 
resided  in  Enfield,  N.  H.  His  death  occurred  Dec. 
17,  1851,  and  hers  July  13,  1874. 

(VII)  Laniard  Lamb  Eastman,  son  of  James, 
was  born  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  March  13,  1813,  and 
he  died  in  Howard,  R.  I.,  Dec.  31,  1897.  He  mar- 
ried Lucy  Ann  Currier,  of  Enfield,  N.  H.  Of  their 
children,  James  H.  is  mentioned  below ; and  Mary 
Ann,  born  Jan.  22,  1844,  married  Samuel  McFad- 
den,  of  Atlanta,  Illinois,  and  was  superintendent  of 
the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls  at  Trenton,  N. 
J.,  most  of  her  life,  winning  distinction  in  this 
work. 

(VHI)  James  H.  Eastman,  son  of  Laniard 
Lamb,  was  born  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  May  31,  1842. 
He  acquired  his  primary  education  in  the  New 
Flampshire  Conference  Seminary,  and  was  admit- 
ted as  a student  to  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.,  in  the  fall  of  i8(3o.  In  the  spring  of 
1861  the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  the  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism and  loyalty  to  country  took  strong  hold 
upon  young  Eastman.  He  felt  that  if  President 
Lincoln  had  the  right  to  call  for  young  men  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  then  those  young  men 
had  the  right  to  respond  to  that  call.  Parental  op- 
position, however,  was  strong.  The  students  of 
Wesleyan  were  generally  enlisting,  and  young  East- 
man had  determined  to  answer  his  country’s  call, 
when  his  father  sent  to  the  president  of  the  college 
full  power  of  attorney  to  stop  him.  Lmder  this 
pressure  he  was  finally  induced  to  give  up  the  idea 
of  enlisting  for  the  time  being.  In  1864,  in  his 
junior  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  191st  Ohio 
Wlunteers,  a gilt-edged  regiment.  Colonel  Kim- 
berly and  Colonel  Driscoll,  Wst  Pointers,  being 
in  command.  General  Hancock’s  corps.  The  regi- 
ment was  largely  engaged  in  guard  duty  in  the 
Shenandoah  A'aliey.  Mr.  Eastman  enlisted  as  a 
private  and  was  mustered  out  in  1865  a first 
sergeant.  Upon  leaving  the  army  it  was  too  late 
to  secure  a school  to  teach,  and  Mr.  Eastman  took 
up  canvassing,  working  for  his  board.  At  this 
time  in  New  Flampshire,  it  was  the  custom  for  the 
farmers  to  furnish  their  quota  of  wood  for  fuel 
purposes  in  the  district  schools,  and  it  was  while 
sawing  wood  at  one  of  these  schoolhouses  in  New 
Hampshire  that  word  came  to  i\Ir.  Eastman  that  he 
could  secure  the  position  of  superintendent  of  an 
industrial  or  reform  school  for  boys  on  Deer  Island, 
Boston  Flarbor,  the  school  being  in  the  wing  of  the 
building  known  as  the  House  of  Industry.  Having 
contracted  a severe  cold  on  coming  North,  Mr. 
Eastman  founePthe  climate  and  work  so  trying  to 
his  throat  that  he  was  able  to  remain  in  this  posi- 
tion but  seven  months.  He  then  applied  to  Dr.  E. 
W.  Hatch,  superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Reform  School,  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  was  at  once 
accepted  and  given  a position  there.  On  account 
of  a continuance  of  liis  throat  trouble,  he  was 
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changed  from  the  position  of  teacher  to  that  of 
instructor  in  the  industrial  department,  the  change 
proving  very  beneficial  and  resulting  in  the  com- 
plete recovery  from  his  throat  trouble.  He  re- 
mained in  this  school  for  eight  years,  doing  such 
satisfactory  work  that  Dr.  Hatch,  without  Mr. 
Eastman’s  knowledge,  urged  his  superintendency 
of  two  New  England  State  institutions,  which  ap- 
pointments, however,  he  failed  to  secure.  In  1873 
the  position  of  State  Superintendent  ad  interim  of 
the  State  School  for  Girls,  at  Middletown,  was 
offered  him,  wholly  unsought,  and  on  September 
I St  of  that  year,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion. In  his  induction  into  this  position  he  passed 
through  a most  trying  and  painful  experience,  due 
to  a revolt  of  the  pupils  and  insubordination  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers,  on  account  of  the  new  order 
of  things.  By  the  most  adroit  and  capable  man- 
agement, Mr.  Eastman  was  able  to  bring  order  out 
of  the  most  absolute  chaos,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  seven  months  he  was  called  to  the  superintend- 
ency of  the  State  School  for  Boys  at  Jamesburg, 
N.  J.,  this  being  the  second  school  on  the  cottage 
plan  in  this  country,  the  first  being  at  Lancaster, 
Ohio.  The  Rev.  Luther  H.  Sheldon,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  the  first  superintendent  of  this  school, 
and  Mr.  Eastman  succeeded  him.  Here  he  passed 
through  much  of  the  same  experience  as  at  Aliddle- 
town,  nearly  every  teacher  and  officer  resigning 
their  positions.  In  three  weeks  time,  however,  Mr. 
Eastman  had  reorganized  the  school  and  had  every- 
thing moving  smoothly.  He  continued  in  this  po- 
sition from  April  i,  1874,  to  Sept,  i,  1884,  when  he 
was  called  to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
Sockanosset  School  for  Boys  at  Howard,  R.  I., 
with  the  promise  of  the  appointment  to  the  super- 
intendency of  State  Institutions  in  the  near  future. 
On  March  15,  1886,  he  relinquished  his  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  Boys’  school,  and  was  made 
Superintendent  of  State  Institutions,  viz. : State 
Farms,  State  Work  House,  House  of  Correction, 
State  Asylum  for  the  Incurably  Insane  and  State 
Alms  House,  also  having  general  oversight  of  the 
State  Prison  and  Jail  of  the  County  of  Providence, 
upon  the  condition  and  management  of  which  he 
was  required  to  make  reports  from  time  to  time.  In 
this  position  he,  continued  until  his  death,  with  some 
changes  in  the  character  and  extent  of  his  duties  of 
superintendency. 

When  Mr.  Eastman  took  charge  of  the  boys 
school,  James  M.  Pendleton,  member  of  Congress, 
was  president  of  the  Board  of  Control ; Mr.  Wil- 
liam W.  Chapin,  secretary,  and  ex-Mayor  William 
S.  Hayward  was  the  third  member.  Upon  his  as- 
suming his  duties  at  the  Sockanosset  school  the 
same  conditions  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 
school  prevailed  as  he  had  found  in  iMiddletown, 
Conn.,  and  an  incipient  rebellion  among  the  boys 
existed.  Here  the  officers  of  the  school  left,  and 
the  boys  of  the  school,  left  wholly  without  control, 
ran  away.  This  was  overcome  in  due  course  of 


time.  Upon  his  election  to  the  State  superintend- 
ency, the  Rev.  F.  H.  Neibecker  succeeded  him,  and 
upon  the  latter’s  retirement,  Mr.  Eastman  was 
again  made  superintendent  ad  interim  until  Mr.  W. 
W.  Murray  was  appointed.  Later  he  again  was 
elected  permanent  superintendent  of  the  Sockanos- 
set boys  school  and  on  Oct.  31,  1896,  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  Oaklawn  (Reform)  School 
for  Girls,  at  Oaklawn,  R.  I.  lu  1898  the  Insane 
Asylum  was  taken  from  the  above  group,  and  set 
under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Kinney.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  after  Mr.  Eastman  went  to  Meriden, 
Conn.,  he  sought  no  position,  but  all  came  to  him 
wholly  without  solicitation  on  his  part.  In  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  various  schools  and  reforma- 
tories, over  which  he  had  charge,  he  was  an  advo- 
cate of  the  moral  influence  of  kindness,  rather  than 
of  corporal  punishment,  except  in  extreme  cases. 
The  spirit  of  obedience  and  docility  animated  the 
officers  and  inmates  of  the  State  institutions  of 
Rhode  Island  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  it  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  it  seemed  to  be  a reflection  of  the 
character  and  spirit  of  the  head  of  the  institutions. 
His  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  22,  1907,  removed 
one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  practical  reform 
work  in  the  State,  if  not  in  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Eastman  was  a Thirty-second  degree  iMa- 
son,  and  a member  of  Prescott  Post,  C.  A.  R.  He 
married,  Oct.  10,  1862,  Miss  Frances  Elizabeth 
Finley,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children : George  L.,  born 
Aug.  10,  1863,  is  secretary  of  the  Rogers  Silver 
Plate  Company,  Danbury,  Conn. ; Dr.  Frank  E., 
born  July  31,  1866,  a student  of  Brown  University 
for  two  years,  a graduate  of  the  college  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  of  New  York  City,  was  lo- 
cated in  practice  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  where  he 
died  in  1903  ; Alice  May,  born  in  Meriden,  Conn., 
Aug.  6,  1869,  married  E.  R.  Trowbridge  of  Provi- 
dence ; and  Grace,  born  at  Jamesburg,  N.  J.,  Dec. 
12,  1876,  married  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Long,  a graduate 
of  Bowdoin  College  and  of  the  Harvard  Medical 
School  and  they  now  live  at  Apponaug,  Rhode 
Island. 

CLAIR  S.  TAYLOR.  Among  the  young, 
well-known  business  men  of  Hope  Valley — one 
who  is  identified  with  one  of  the  largest  factories 
in  this  section  of  the  State — may  be  mentioned 
Clair  S.  Taylor,  the  capable  manager  of  the  Taylor 
Manufacturing  Company,  who  comes  of  an  old 
Bay  State  family,  which  has  been  connected  with 
the  financial  industry  of  that  State  for  a number 
of  years. 

Fred  S.  Taylor,  his  father,  son  of  Noble  A.,  was 
born  on  May  20,  1856,  in  New  Castle.  Canada,  and 
his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Flat 
Bush,  N.  Y.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Charlton  City,  Mass.,  having  for  a number 
of  years  been  one  of  the  firm  of  Akers 
& Taylor,  woolen  manufacturers  of  that 
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town.  On  .May  24,  1877,  he  married  Edith 

A.  Akers,  of  Auburn,  Mass.,  born  May  3, 
1856.  They  have  had  the  following  children: 
Florence  A.',  born  .May  12,  1878.  married  Robert 
Allen,  of  Worcester,  ^lass. ; Clair  Stockholm,  horn 
Oct.  8,  1879:  Noble  Earle,  born  Dec.  6,  1884; 
:^larjorie  Edith,  born  July  22,  1888;  Helen  Phoebe, 
born  Aug.  i,  1890;  Harold  Fred,  born  Feb.  3, 
1892;  Rachel  ^lelina.  born  Aug.  20,  1893;  and 

Reger  Bacon,  born  Oct.  19,  1895. 

"Clair  S.  Taylor  was  born  in  Charlton  City,  and 
attended  school  there  until  he  was  prepared  to  en- 
ter the  high  school  at  W'orcester.  which  he  attended 
for  four  years.  He  later  entered  Columbia  (N.  Y.) 
University  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  entered  the  Textile  School  at  Lowell,  Mass., 
remaining  there  three  years.  In  February,  1902, 
y\r.  Tavlcr  came  to  Hope  \Mlley,  and  leased  the 
mill  now  operated  by  the  Taylor  ^lanufacturing 
Company.  Associated  with  him  in  this  enterprise 
were  his  father  and  G.  M.  Youngman,  the  latter  of 
whom  retired  from  the  firm  in  July,  I905>  since 
when  the  firm  has  been  composed  of  the  father, 
Fred  S..  and  his  two  sons,  Clair  S.  and  N.  E.,  under 
the  name  of  the  Taylor  iManufacturing  Company. 
The  plant  is  one  of  the  leading  woolen  manufac- 
tories of  Rhode  Island.  ■ Itlr.  Clair  S.  Taylor  is  a 
splendid  illustration  of  what  a man  may  achieve 
through  a few  years'  devotion  to  his  business,  and 
he  has  won  a reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity. 
Being  agreeable  and  affable  he  is  extremely  popu- 
lar in  the  community.  His  hobby  is  automobiling, 
and  he  was,  before  being  tied  down  by  business  af- 
fairs. a devotee  to  sports  and  athletics,  having 
played  on  the  foot  ball  team  at  Columbia  Univer- 
sity while  a student  of  that  institution.  He  is  a 
member  of  Charity  Lodge,  No.  23,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Hope  X'alley.  In  politics  he  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party. 

iffr.  Taylor  was  married  Oct.  14,  1903*  to  Viola 
Jane  Bailey,  born  July  17,  1876,  daughter  of  Henry 
C.  Bailev,  of  Carolina,  Rhode  Island. 

THOMAS  TILLINGHAST  TUCKER,  son 
of  John  W.  and  Sally  Tucker,  and  a descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Jabez  Tucker,  w-as 
horn  Dec.  12,  1835,  in  Charlestown,  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  Jabez  fucker  in  1707  purchased  land  iir 
Westerly.  R.  I.,  and  in  1724  his  will  was  probated, 
giving  his  property  to  his  wife,  Rebecca. 

(H)  iNIoses  Tucker,  son  of  Jabez.  bought  land  in 
Westerly,  R.  I.  He  was  a farmer  at  Gould’s  Neck. 

(HI)'  Simeon  Tucker,  son  of  Moses,  married 
May  I,  1737,  Sarah  Hall. 

(IV)  Nathan  Tucker,  son  of  Simeon,  was  horn 
in  1738,  in  Westerly,  R.  I..  and  died  on  the  ances- 
tral farm  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  in  1826.  He  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Worden,  horn  in  Westerly  in  1739, 
who  died  in  1829. 

(\')  Benjamin  Tucker,  son  of  Nathan,  w^as 
horn  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  in  1768,  and  died  in 


1846.  He  married  in  Richmond,  R.  L,  in  1793, 
Elizabeth  Webster,  born  in  1779,  who  died  in  1821. 

(\T)  John  Webster  Tucker,  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  Jan.  8,  1795,  and 
there  died  in  1869.  He  married  March  25,  1821, 
Sarah  Ennis,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Hannah  (Web- 
ster) Ennis. 

(VH)  Thomas  Tillinghast  Tucker,  son  of  John 
Webster,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  R.  L,  Dec.  12, 
1835.  He  married  Sept.  17,  1861,  Sarah  Alice 

Perkins,  born  July  2,  1843,  South  Kingstown,  R. 
I.,  daughter  of  Elliot  Lee  and  jMary  Hazard 
(Congdon)  Perkins;  she  died  Nov.  13,  1865.  To 
them  came  one  son,  Thomas  Elliot,  born  June  25, 
1864.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Tucker’s  death  the  fol- 
lowing tribute  to  his  memory  appeared  in  the  Xar- 
ragansett  Times-. 

“Thomas  Tillinghast  Tucker,  son  of  John  W. 
and  Sally  Tucker,  was  born  Dec.  12,  1835,  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.  He  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Charlestown  and 
East  Greenwich  Academy,  after  which  he 
taught  school  for  ten  years,  mostly  in  South 
Kingstown.  He  was  married  Sept.  17,  1861, 

to  Sarah  Alice  Perkins,  daughter  of  Elliot  L.  and 
Mary  Perkins,  after  which  they  resided  most  of 
the  time  at  Narragansett  Pier  and  Peace  Dale.  His 
wife,  Sarah  A.  Tucker,  died  Nov.  13,  1865,  in  the 
twenty-second  year  of  her  age.  He  leaves  one  son, 
who  resides  at  Narragansett  Pier,  and  otie  sister, 
Mrs.  William  C.  Hoxsie,  of  Wyoming,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

“Mr.  Tucker  was  a prudent,  industrious  and 
economical  man,  and  one  who  was  sought  by  many 
for  advice  in  both  temporal  and  spiritual  things. 
He  was  a good  husband  and  kind  father,  and  liked 
most  by  those  who  knew  him  best.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican,  but  always  studied  the  platform 
of  both  parties  before  voting.  In  town  affairs  the 
line  did  not  hold  him,  but  he  always  strove  to  have 
the  best  man  in  the  best  place. 

“Mr.  Tucker  was  a member  of  the  National  and 
State  Pomona  and  Narragansett  Granges,  of  the 
latter  of  which  he  was  a charter  member. 

“He  was  baptized  in  his  youth,  but  never  united 
with  any  church  until  he  united  with  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventist  Church,  Oct.  4,  1884.  While  he  be- 
lieved Martin  Luther,  William  Miller  and  Roger 
Williams  were  all  men  of  God  and  did  the  work 
which  God  required  of  them  in  their  times,  he  was 
also  a strong  believer  in  the  third  angel’s  message, 
as  given  in  Rev.  14,  which  is  to  warn  against  the 
beasts  of  Rev.  13,  and  believed  this  message  due  for 
this  generation. 

“Mr.  Tucker  died  at  the  sanatorium  at  Melrose, 
Mass.,  June  21,  1905,  of  heart  trouble,  from  which 
he  had  suffered  long,  but  was  cheerful  and  full  of 
hoi)e  until  the  end.  The  funeral  was  held  at  his 
late  residence,  conducted  hy  Elder  E.  E.  Miles,  of 
South  Lancaster,  Mass.,  assisted  by  Rev.  Theo.  S. 
Snow,  of  Wakefield.  Words  of  comfort  were 
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spoken  mostly  from  ist  Cor.,  15,  and  ist  Thes., 
4:  13-18,  which  were  precious  promises  in  which 
the  deceased  had  found  much  comfort.  The  inter- 
ment was  at  the  family  burying-ground  near  the 
residence.  The  bearers  were  H.  N.  Knowles,  R. 
F.  Gardner,  W.  B.  Knowles,  J.  A.  Tefft,  F.  O.  Lit- 
tlefield and  J.  E.  Anthony. 

“The  members  of  Narragansett  Grange  and  the 
Pomona  Grange  attended  tlie  funeral  of  their  late 
brother  in  a body  and  marched  ahead  of  the  hearse 
to  the  place  of  interment.  E.  Collins  Tefft,  master 
of  the  local  grange,  was  in  charge,  and  he  was 
assisted  by  Lyon  Aylsworth  of  North  Kingstown, 
master  of  the  Pomona  Grange.” 

Mr.  Tucker  came  to  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Narragansett  in  1863.  He  was  a trustee  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Narragansett,  a member  of  tbe  town  coun- 
cil of  Narragansett,  and  a member  of  tbe  board 
of  assessors.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one 
cf  the  Conference  committee  of  the  Southern  New 
England  Conference  of  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 

(VIII)  Tiiom.ks  Elliot  Tucker  was  born 
near  “Greene’s  Inn,"  in  Narragansett,  R.  I.,  June 
25,  1864.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he  lived 
with  his  grandmother  in  Charlestown  until  he  was 
seven  years  old.  Pie  attended  the  jiublic  schools  of 
Narragansett  and  the  South  Laircaster  Academy  in 
IMassachusetts.  The  family  home  has  been  on  the 
Kingstown  road  since  1887,  and  there  Mr.  I ucker 
now  resides.  On  Dec.  25,  1901,  he  married,  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  Geneva  Emeline  Wpodmansee, 
daughter  of  Alfred  Napoleon  and  Alartha  A. 
Woodmansee. 

Mr.  Tucker  is  a member  of  the  Narragansett 
Grange,  the  Washington  County  Pomona  Grange 
and  the  State  Grange.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Peace  Dale  Church  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 

ABEL  P.  RANDALL,  prominent  in  business 
and  Masonic  circles  in  Westerly,  was  born  Aug. 
13,  1866,  on  Minna  street,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  son 
of  Phineas  Munsell  and  Harriet  Latham  (Cutler) 
Randall,  and  is  descended  in  both  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal lines  from  substantial  New  England  fami- 
lies. 

Phineas  Munsell  Randall  was  born  in  Pendleton 
Hill,  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  June  8,  1823,  son  of 
Hon.  William  Randall,  Jr.,  and  Hannah  Munsell, 
daughter  of  John,  and  granddaughter  of  Phineas. 
Munsell.  From  the  age  of  three  to  that  of  seven- 
teen, young  Phineas  lived  at  the  home  of  Abel  Pal- 
mer,’ but  as  soon  as  judged  competent,  he  com- 
menced teaching  school  at  Richmond,  R.  L He 
was,  however,  not  satisfied  with  his  training,  and 
became  a student  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  In- 
stitute at  Suffield,  Conn.  In  1843  he  came  to  Wes- 
terly to  accept  the  position  of  head  principal  of  the 
Academy  on  Cookey  Hill,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years.  The  next  year  was  spent  studying  at 
Suffield,  Conn.,  following  which  he  went  to  Brown 
University,  passed  the  necessary  examinations,  and 


was  released  from  reciting  in  mathematics,  so  ex- 
cellent was  he  in  that  branch. 

Being  a man  greatly  interested  in  the  exciting 
events  of  those  days,  in  1849,  Randall  went  to 
California  via  the  Horn.  In  the  new  land  he  found 
success  awaiting  him,  and  he  engaged  in  both  lum- 
b^ering  and  mining,  and  had  lumber  yards  in  both 
San  h rancisco  and  Sacramento.  Having  placed 
his  affairs  in  excellent  order,  Mr.  Randall  spent  a 
year  in  Aruba,  south  of  Cuba,  returning  home  about 
1875.  After  this,  he  was  pleasantly  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  a mining  machine  business  which 
was  located  in  New  York  City.  In  addition  to  his 
other  interests,  Mr.  Randall  has  found  time  to  pro- 
duce two  books,  standards  in  their  lines : "Quartz 
(Jperators’  Handbook,”  copyrighted  in  1874,  and 
“Randall's  Practical  Hydraulics."  He  has  also, 
been  engaged  in  civil  engineering  for  many  years, 
and  is  an  expert  in  his  line.  During  the  years  1881 
and  1882,  Mr.  Randall  v.-as  engineer  for  the 
Miners’  Association  in  the  Gold  River  Case. 

On  March  4,  1852,  i\Ir.  Randall  was  married  in 
Stonington  to  Harriet  Latham  Cutler,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Cutler  and  sister  of  Benjamin  F.  Cutler. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
(i)  Harriet  Cutler  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Phineas 
Munsell,  Jr.,  a machinist  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  was 
for  many  years  in  the  employ  of  the  C.  B.  Cottrell 
Company,  and  at  present  is  euTfiloyed  by  his 
brother,  Abel  P.  On  Dec.  2,  1885,  he  married  Etta 
C.  Edwards,  born  Oct.  18,  1867,  and  they  have  six 
children,  namely;  Etta  Edwards,  born  IMay  16, 
1887;  Albert  Gates,  born  March  5,  1889;  Mary 
Lord,  born  Feb.  ii,  1891;  Phineas  Munsell,  born 
Dec.  31,  1895;  Howard  Morgan,  born  July  2,  1898  ; 
and  Ellen  Palmer,  born  Oct.  30,  1902.  (3)  Benja- 

min Cutler,  a missionary  to  China  for  the  British 
and  Foreign  Society,  married  Annie  Long,  and  has 
had  three  children,  Benjamin  C.,  Herbert  Wells 
and  Arthur  (deceased).  (4)  Sophronia  Cassandra 
died  at  Westerly  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 
(5)  Joseph  Chadwick  married  Elizabeth  Marsh, 
and  lives  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.  They  have  three 
children,  Harriet  Cutler,  Anna  Corriell  and  Eliza- 
beth Chadwick.  (6)  Emily  Maria  married  William 
H.  Waterman,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  has  three 
children,  William  Randall,  George  Wyllis  and  Har- 
riet Cutler.  (7)  Abel  Palmer  is  mentioned  below. 
(8)  Ellen  Palmer,  born  at  William.sburg,  was  a 
teacher  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  now  bookkeeper  at  the 
Contrexville  Manufacturing  Company  at  IManville, 
Rhode  Island. 

Abel  Palmer  Randall,  son  of  Pbineas  M.,  is  one 
of  the  enterprising  young  business  men  of  Westerly. 
Being  brought  to  Westerly  by  his  parents  in  his 
youth,  he  here  spent  his  school  days,  and  then 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade.  On  account  of  an 
injury,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  and 
became  clerk  for  Charles  H.  Stanton  at  Stanton’s 
Bazaar,  remaining  five  years.  In  1886  IMr.  Randall 
learned  the  plumbing  trade  with  Robert  Drysdale 
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of  Westerly,  and  in  1895  began  business  for  him- 
self in  theVear  of  the  "Dixon  House.”  There  he 
continued  until  1900,  when  he  located  himself  in 
his  present  convenient  location,  No.  64  iSlain  street, 
where  he  is  doing  a flourishing  business. 

On  Oct.  16,  1894,  :\lr.  Randall  was  married  at 
Hadlyme,  Conn.,  to  Nellie  Adelaide  Hungerford, 
adopted  daughter  of  Joseph  Hungerford,  of  that 
town,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Abel  ^lartin,  born  Nov.  16,  1895;  Joseph  Hunger- 
ford, born  Feb.  22,  1897;  Hazel,  born  May  4,  1900; 
and  Richard  Hungerford,  born  June  21,  1904. 
Mr.  Randall  is  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge, 
No.  20,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  28; 
Narragansett  Conlmandery,  No.  27 ; Palestine 
Temple,  i\Iystic  Shrine,  and  is  a very  enthusiastic 
iMason. 

RICHARD  A.  HARRALL,  a highly  esteemed 
resident  of  South  Kingstown,  and  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Preston,  Lanca- 
shire, England,  Sept.  4,  1839. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  j\Ir.  Harrall  left  his 
native  country,  where  he  was  educated,  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  spending  the  next  three  years 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  marble  cutting  trade,  at 
Fall  River,  ^lass.  On  ^lay  4,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
D.  H.  Dyer’s  5th  Unattached  Company,  Massachu- 
setts X'olunteers,  and  was  discharged  from  service 
Aug.  2,  1864,  at  Readville,  Mass.  Subsequently 
he  followed  his  trade  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  since  1872  has  engaged  in 
monumental  work  at  Wakefield,  R.  I.  iMr.  Harrall 
is  a member  of  Sedgwick  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R. ; 
Hope  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past 
master,  and  Franklin  Chapter  at  Hope  \ alley. 

iSlr.  Harrall  was  married  (first)  in  Providence 
to  Ellen  Hood,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them : \\  illiam 
Henry,  D.  D.  S..  of  Woonsocket,  who  married 
Emma  Wiles,  and  has  one  child,  X\  illiam 
Roland ; Edwin  T.,  of  Riverside,  Rhode  Island, 
who  married  Louise  Newton  and  has  one  child, 
Edwin  Russell;  Jennie  P)elle ; Nellie  A.:  and  Mat- 
tie  P)elle.  Mr.  Harrall  married  (second)  Xlarch 
9,  1885,  Sarah  Alice  Clarke,  daughter  of  Carder 
Hazard  Clarke,  whose  sketch  ai>pears  elsewhere. 

ANTHONY.  Conspicuous  in  ])ublic  affairs  in 
the  Colonial  period,  the  Rhode  Island  .\nthonys 
have  since  sustained  the  family  name  and  reputa- 
tion in  the  . Commonwealth’s  history.  They,  too, 
have  given  to  science  and  other  fields  in  educa- 
tional lines  men  of  distinction,  and  as  well  to  ilie 
business  life  of  the  State  and  its  metropolis  some 
of  their  leading  business  spirits.  Since  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  Providence  has 
been  the  continuous  home  of  a branch  of  the  fam- 
ilv  descended  from  the  Portsmouth  settler — John 
Anthony.  1640.  The  [)ublic  careers  and  achieve- 


ments of  Hon.  Abraham  Anthony,  often  a deputy 
or  representative  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  and 
several  times  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies, 
of  Hon.  Henry  Bowen  Anthony,  a national  charac- 
ter— journalist,  governor  and  United  States  sen- 
ator, of  John  Gould  Anthony,  conchologist,  a 
friend  of  Agassiz,  long  in  charge  of  the  conch- 
ological  department  of  the  Cambridge  Museum, 
of  William  Arnold  Anthony,  the  scientist  of 
Cooper  institute,  of  Capt.  George  S.  Anthony, 
who  one  hundred  years  after  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  in  an  American  whaling-ship  set 
free  the  Irish  political  prisoners  who  were  sen- 
tenced to  life  servitude  in  English  prisons 
in  Austria,  . contribute  a bright  page  to 
Rhode  Island  history ; while  a long  list  of 
the  Anthony  name  at  home  in  Providence, 
of  those  variously  identified  with  its  social,  re- 
ligious, business  and  public  life,  affords  evidence 
of  an  enterprising  race.  A glance  over  the  old 
town  records  and  the  subsequent  city  records  re- 
veals many  honored  names  in  the  town  and  city’s 
life.  David  and  Hezekiah  Anthony,  though  of 
Massachusetts  birth,  were  of  the  Rhode  Island 
stock.  David’s  life,  in  main,  was  identified  with 
Pall  River,  Mass.,  where  in  the  early  years  of 
the  century  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
first  two  cotton  mills  in  the  town,  and  of  which  city 
he  became  a wealthy,  prominent  and  influential 
citizen;  but  his  son,  John  B.  Anthony,  who  for 
years  was  known  as  the  worthy  executive  officer 
and  head  of  the  Providence  Tool  Company,  and 
was  president  of  the  Union  iMill  Company,  is  of 
Providence  identity.  Hon.  Hezekiah  Anthony  was 
long  a resident  of  Providence  and  had  a business 
career  which  was  prosperous,  prominent  and  use- 
ful ; he  served  the  city  as  councilman,  alderman 
and  representative  in  the  General  Assembly.  Then 
among  others  were  the  late  Hon.  Henry  Anthony, 
many  times  a representative  in  the  Assembly 
through  the  forties  and  early  fifties ; Hon.  Charles 
Anthony,  who  served  as  a member  of  the  council 
from  his  ward  in  the  middle  fifties,  was  several 
times  through  that  decade  a member  of  the  Lower 
Flouse,  and  was  collector  of  the  port  from  1861  to 
1870;  Charles  Anthony,  president  of  one  of  the 
city’s  fire  insurance  companies ; James  G.  An- 
thony, frequently  a member  of  the  city  govern- 
ment; Lewis  W.  Anthony,  of  the  well-known  firm 
of  Greene,  Anthony  & Co.,  a prominent  member 
of  the  old  Roger  Williams  Tree  Bai)tist  Church  of 
Providence,  president  of  the  Traders’  National 
Bank,  and  for  some  years  member  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment; Alfred  Anthony,  one  of  the  first  board  of 
directors  of  the  Rhode  Island  Ho.s])ital  Trust  Com- 
])any,  and  also  a director  and  president  of  the  Jack- 
-son  Institute  for  Savings,  and  prominently  identi- 
fied with  other  financial  institutions  of  the  city; 
and  David  Anthony.  And  there  are  still  active 
and  prominent  in  business  life  Albert  Lee  Anthony, 
for  years  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  J.  B.  Bar- 
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nabv  Company,  and  trustee  of  the  J.  B.  Barnaby 
estate ; Noel  F.  Anthony,  of  the  extensive  corpor- 
ation of  the  Anthony  & Cowell  Company ; Joseph 
B.  Anthony ; Edwin  P.  Anthony,  the  druggist ; 
James  E.  Anthony,  the  grocer  and  coal  dealer ; and 
Charles  E.  and  Orrin  S.  Anthony,  both  residents 
of  the  town  of  Barrington,  the  former  manager  for 
Curran  & Burton,  and  the  latter  (formerly  pur- 
chasing agent  of  the  American  Screw  Company 
for  over  twenty-one  years)  now  president  of  the 
Anthony  Coal  & Lumber  Company  of  East  Prov- 
idence. 

The  first  knowledge  we  have  of  the  origin  of 
the  Anthony  family  concerns  Dr.  Erancis  Anthony, 
who  was  born  in  London  April  i6,  1550.  The 
“Biographa  Britannica”  says  he  was  a very  learned 
physician  and  chemist.  His  father  was  an  eminent 
goldsmith  in  the  city  of  London  and  had  employ- 
ment of  considerable  value  in  the  jewel  office  under 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Having  been  thor- 
oughly trained  in  the  first  rudiments  of  learning  at 
home  Francis  Anthony  was,  about  the  year  1569, 
sent  to  the  university  at  Cambridge,  where  he 
studied  with  great  diligence  and  success  and  some 
time  in  the  year  1574  took  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts.  It  appears  from  his  own  writings  that 
he  applied  himself,  for  many  years  that  he  studied 
in  the  university,  to  the  theory  and  practice  • of 
chemistry.  He  left  Cambridge  at  the  age  of  forty 
years.  He  began  soon  after  to  publish  to 
the  world  the  effects  of  his  chemical  studies,  and 
in  the  year  1598  sent  abroad  his  first  treatise  con- 
cerning the  excellency  of  a medicine  drawn  from 
gold.  He  commenced  medical  practice  in  London 
without  a license  from  the  College  of  Physicians, 
and  after  six  months  was  called  before  the  presi- 
dent and  censors  of  the  College,  A.  D.  1600.  He 
was  interdicted  practice  and  for  disregarding  this 
injunction  was  fined  five  pounds  and  committed 
to  prison,  whence  he  was  released  by  a warrant 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  continued  to  prac- 
tice in  defiance  of  the  College,  and  performed  nu- 
merous cures  on  distinguished  persons,  and  fur- 
ther proceedings  were  threatened  but  not  carried 
out,  probably  because  Anthony  had  powerful 
friends  at  Court.  His  practice  consisted  chiefly, 
if  not  entirely,  in  the  prescription  and  sale  of  a 
secret  remedy  called  Aurum  Potabile,^  or  potable 
gold.  He  was  obnoxious  to  the  College  not  only 
because  he  practiced  without  a license,  but  because 
he  kept  the  composition  of  his  remedy  a secret,  and 
put  it  forward  as  a panacea  for  all  diseases.  The 
career  of  Anthony  and  his  conflict  with  the  College 
of  Physicians  illustrates  the  condition  of  the  med- 
ical profession  in  the  seventeenth  century.  From 
the  sale  of  his  remedy  he  derived  a considerable 
fortune.  Anthony  was  a man  of  high  character 
and  very  liberal  to  the  poor.  He  died  in  his  sev- 
enty-fourth year,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  Bartholomew  the  Great,  in  the  aisle  which 
joins  the  aisle  that  joins  the  north  side  of  the  chan- 
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cel,  where  a handsome  monument  had  been  erected 
to  his  memory,  with  a very  remarkable  inscrip- 
tion ; 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  worthy  and  learned 
Francis  Anthony,  Dr  of  physick. 

There  needs  no  verse  to  beautify  thy  praise 
Or  keep  in  memory  thy  spotless  name; 

Religion,  virtue  and  they  skill  did  raise 
A threefold  pillar  to  thy  lasting  fame. 

'1  hough  pois’nous  envey  ever  sought  to  blame 
Or  hide  the  fruits  of  thy  intention; 

Yet  shall  they  commend  that  high  design 

Of  purest  gold  to.  make  a medicine, 

That  feel  thy  help  by  that  thy  rare  invention. 

Dr.  Anthony  was  twice  married.  His  last  li- 
cense read  as  follows:  “Anthony,  Francis,  of 

Great  St.  Bartholomew',  Doctor  of  medicine,  and 
Elizabeth  Lante  of  Trinity  Menaries,  London, 
widow’  of  Thomas  Lante,  late  of  same,  gent.,  at 
the  Church  of  the  Savoy,  ^Middlesex,  23rd  Sept., 
1609,”  etc.  Records  show  that  by  his  first  mar- 
riage tw'o  sons  and  one  daughter  w'ere  born,  John, 
Charles  and  Frances.  John  and  Charles  both  be- 
came physicians,  John  selling  his  father’s  potable 
gold  and  Charles  settling  in  Bedford,  England. 
Erances  married  Abraham  Vicars,  of  St.  Olave, 
Old  Jewry,  London,  April  28,  1608. 

John  Anthony,  son  of  Dr.  Francis,  was  born  in 
I585>  in  1655.  He  graduated  at  Pem- 

broke College,  M.  B.,  in  1613;  M.  D.,  1619;  was 
admitted  licentiate  of  the  College  of  -Physicians  of 
London,  1625  ; served  in  the  civil  war  on  the  Par- 
liamentary side  as  surgeon  to  Colonel  Sandays ; 
w'as  author  of  a devotional  w'ork,  “The  Comfort 
of  the  Soul,  laid  down  by  way  of  Meditation.”  In 
the  British  Museum  is  a small  note-book  bound 
with  the  coat  of  arms  of  Charles  I,  belonging  to 
John  Anthony.  The  American  branch  springs 
from  John  Anthony,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Hamp- 
stead, England,  in  the  year  1607. 

(I)  John  Anthony  (or  xYnthonie,  as  he  wrote 
it),  the  first  American  ancestor,  born  in  1607,  ^ 
resident  of  the  village  of  Hampstead,  near  Lon- 
don, England,  came  to- New  England  in  the  barque 
“Hercules,”  April  16,  1634.  He  is  of  record  in 
1640  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  was  made  a free- 
man 14th  7 mo.,  1640.  He  became  a corporal  in 
a military  company  and  had  land  assigned  to  him 
at  the  “Wadding  river,”  in  1644.  He  had  author- 
ity granted  to  him  iMay  25,  1655,  to  keep  a house 
of  entertainment  in  Portsmouth.  He  was  commis- 
sioner in  1661,  and  deputy  in  1666-72.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Potter  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  1675.  Their  children  were:  John,  born  in 
1642;  Susanna,  born  in  1644;  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1646;  Joseph,  born  in  1648;  and  Abraham,  born 
in  1650. 

(H)  Abraham  Anthony,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1650,  married  Dec.  26,  1671,  Alice  Woodell,  born 
Feb.  10,  1650,  daughter  of  Wdlliam  and  Mary,  and 
was  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  made  a free- 
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man  in  1672.  He  was  deputy  much  of  the  time 
from  1703  to  1711,  and  in  1709-10  was  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Deputies.  He  died  Oct.  10, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  in  1734-  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  born  Nov.  7?  1672;  Susanna  and 
iMarv,  Aug.  29,  1674;  William,  Oct.  31,  1675; 
Susanna  (2),  Oct.  14,  1677;  iMary  (2)  and  Amey, 
Jan.  2,  1680;  Abraham,  April  21,  1682;  Thomas, 
June  30,  1684;  Alice  and  James  (twins),  Jan.  22, 
'1686;  Amey  (2),  June  30,  1688;  Isaac,  April  10, 
1690;  and  Jacob,  Nov.  15,  1693. 

(Ill)  W'illiam  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham,  born 
■Oct.  31,  1675,  married  iMarch  14,  1694,  Mary 
Coggeshall,  born  Sept.  18,  1675,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Timberlake)  Coggeshall,  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  he  a descendant  of  John  Coggeshall, 
who  came  from  the  County  of  Essex,  Plngland, 
through  Major  John  and  Elizabeth  (Baulston) 
Coggeshall.  Mr.  Anthony  was  of  Portsmouth,  R. 
I.,  and  Swansea,  iMass.  He  died  Dec.  28,  1744, 
I\Irs.  Anthony  passing  away  after  1739.  Their 
•children  were  born  as  follows:  William,  IMay  14, 
1695;  Abrabam,  Sept.  29,  1696;  Elizabeth,  May  2, 
1698;  Mary,  Dec.  8,  1699;  John,  Sept.  12,  1702; 
Alice,  May  22,  1705;  Ann,  iMarch  17,  1707;  John 
(2)  and  Amy  (twins),  Nov.  16,  1708;  William 
(2),  Oct.  26,  1709;  James,  Nov.  9,  1712;  Job, 
April  10,  1714;  Benjamin,  June  10,  1716;  Daniel, 
IMay  19,  1720. 

(I\’)  James  Anthony,  son  of  William,  born 
Nov.  9,  1712,  married  Dec.  ii,  1734,  Alice  Chace, 
born  i\Iarch  3,  1717,  daughter  of  Eber  and  iMary 
(Knowles)  Chace,  he  a descendant  of  William 
Chase,  of  Roxbury  and  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  through 
William  (2)  and  William  (3),  and  she  a daughter 
of  William  Knowles,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Henry  Knowles.  Mr.  Anthony  was  of  Swansea, 
Mass.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  in  1748.  Their 
children  were  born  as  follows:  Hannah,  Feb.  19, 
1736;  Mary,  Dec.  22,  1737;  Daniel,  Feb.  21,  1740; 
Ruth,  Aug.  10,  1742;  Alice,  Aug.  7,  1744;  Con- 
tent, Feb.  5,  1746. 

(\’)  Daniel  Anthony,  son  of  James,  born  April 
(or  I'eb.)  21,  1740,  in  Swansea.  Mass.,  married 
j\lary  Bowen,  born  June  12,  1742,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Remember  (Goodspeed)  Bowen.  ]Mr. 
Anthony  removed  to  Providence,  R.  1.  He  was  a 
surveyor  by  occupation  and  laid  out  the  Prov- 
idence turnpike.  All  the  plats  of  Providence  arc 
founded  on  his  surveys.  He  died  Aug.  16,  1824. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The 
children  of  Daniel  and  ^lary  Anthony  were:  Eu- 
nice, born  July  8,  1760;  James,  Dec.  14,  1761; 
Remember,  Oct.  6,  1763:  Joseph.  May  24.  1765; 
Richard,  April  19,  1767;  Ruth.  Feb.  3.  1769:  Dan- 
iel A..  Dec.  10,  1770;  Alice,  Jan.  4,  1773:  Wil- 
liam. Oct.  25,  1774;  Thomas.  Sept,  (possibly  Aug. 
or  Oct.)  27,  1776;  Sarah.  Dec.  14.  1778:  Jabez, 
Ian.  2.  1781  : ^^ary.  May  6.  1784:  and  Amey,  Dec. 
20.  1785. 


(\T)  William  x\nthony  (2),  son  of  Daniel, 
born  Oct.  25,  1774,  married  Dec.  18,  1803,  iMary 
Kennicut  Greene,  born  Oct.  31,  1785,  daughter  of 
James  Greene,  a descendant  of  Surgeon  John 
Greene  through  John  (2),  Peter,  William  and 
James  Greene.  Air.  Anthony  was  a manufacturer 
of  Coventry,  R.  L,  he  and  his  brother  Richard 
being  associated  as  pioneers  in  cotton  manufac- 
turing in  Coventry,  now  known  as  Anthony.  Wil- 
liam Anthony  died  May  17,  1845.  He  and  his 
wife  had  children : William  Wilson,  born  June 

8,  1805  (died  April  14,  1825)  ; James  Greene,  Alay 
26,  1807;  Rebecca  Ann,  Sept.  3,  1810  (died  Sept. 
23,  i8io  or  1812);  Henry  Bowen,  April  i,  1815; 
Rebecca  Ann  (2),  June  17,  1818  (died  Oct.  6, 
1824)  ; Eliza  Harris,  April  i,  1821  (married  May 
I,  1843,  Francis  Edwin  Hoppin,  of  Providence)  ; 
and  George  Augustus,  Dec.  23,  1823  (died  Dec. 

9,  1825). 

(VH)  Henry  Bowen  Anthony,  son  of  Wil- 
liam (2),  born  April  i,  1815,  in  Coventry,  R.  I., 
married  Oct.  16,  1838,  Sarah  Aborn  Rhodes, 
daughter  of  Gen.  Christopher  Rhodes,  of  Paw- 
tuxet,  R.  I.  Mr.  Anthony’s  primary  education 
was  received  in  the  schools  of  Coventry,  where  and 
at  a private  seminary  in  Providence  he  was  pre- 
pared for  college.  He  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1833.  About  this  time  he  was  a fre- 
quent contributor  to  the  columns  of  the  Providence 
Journal.  For  several  years  after  his  graduation 
he  was  in  the  office  with  his  brother,  a manufac- 
turer at  Providence.  He  next  engaged  in  newspa- 
per work,  and  became  editor  of  the  Providence 
Journal.  Associated  with  Joseph  Knowles  and 
John  W.  \'ose.  Air.  Anthony  in  1840  became  joint 
owner  of  the  paper,  and  retained  his  proprietor- 
ship throughout  his  lifetime,  the  firm  style  becom- 
ing Knowles  & Anthony  in  1848,  and  Knowles,  An- 
thony & Danielson  in  1863.  He  became  widely 
known  for  the  vigor  of  his  editorials,  especially 
on  political  matters,  for  his  brilliant  but  genial  sat- 
ire, and  for  a native  dignity  and  courtesy  that  made 
him  very  popular  in  society.  “He  gave  the  Jour- 
nal, already  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  in  New 
England,  a still  higher  position  in  the  journalis- 
tic field,  and  tempting  offers  to  edit  newspapers 
in  other  cities  frequently  came  to  him.” 

Air.  Anthony  was  elected  on  the  Whig  ticket 
in  1849  governor  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1850,  but  declined  renomination  in  1851. 
I le  was  next  chosen  United  States  senator  from 
his  native  State,  as  a P'nion  Republican,  taking 
his  scat  in  Alarch,  1859.  Throughout  the  Civil 
war  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  government. 
As  a member  of  the  committee  of  public  affairs 
Senator  xAnthony  helped  to  create  a naval  force 
and  to  elect  its  officers ; he  favored  liberal  pensions 
for  the  wounded  and  for  widows  and  orphans,  and 
he  aided  in  framing  the  reconstruction  measures. 
He  also  served  on  the  committees  on  Alines  and 
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Mining,  and  on  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
for. eighteen  years  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Public  Printing.  He  was  continued  in  the  Sen- 
ate by  repeated  elections  until  his  death.  During 
his  senatorial  career  Senator  Anthony  was  three 
times  chosen  president  pro  tern.,  namely:  In 
March,  1863,  ^Hrch,  1871,  and  January,  i8'84,  de- 
clining service  the  last  time  on  account  of  his  health. 
On  the  trial  of  President  Johnson  he  voted  for  im- 
peachment. He  was  a member  of  the  National 
Committee  to  accompany  the  remains  of  President 
Lincoln  to  Illinois  in  1865.  He  was  one  of  the 
senators  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Gen. 
Winfield  Scott  in  1866.  In  the  last  named  year 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  Loyalists  Convention  in 
Philadelphia.  Senator  Anthony  died  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  Sept.  2,  1884.  Mrs.  Anthony  died  in 
New  York  July  ii,  1854. 

Senator  Hoar  of  ^Massachusetts,  in  his  “Auto- 
biography of  Seventy  Years”  (1903),  paid  this 
tribute  to  Mr.  Anthony: 

“Henry  B.  Anthony  was  the  senior  member  of 
the  Senate  when  I entered  it.  W’hen  he  died  he 
' had  been  a senator  longer  than  any  other  man  in 
the  country  except  Mr.  Benton.  He  had  come  to 
be  the  depository  of  its  traditions,  customs  and  un- 
written rules.  He  was  a man  of  spirit,  giving 
and  receiving  blows  on  fit  occasions,  especially  when 
anybody  assailed  Rhode  Island.  He  had  con- 
ducted for  many  years  a powerful  newspaper 
which  had  taken  part  in  many  conflicts.  But  he 
seemed  somehow  the  intimate  friend  of  every  man 
in  the  Senate,  on  both  sides.  Everyone  of  his  col- 
leagues poured  out  his  heart  to  him.  It  seemed 
that  no  eulogy  or  funeral  was  complete  unless  An- 
thony had  taken  part  in  it,  because  he  was  reck- 
oned the  next  friend  of  the  man  who  was  dead. 

“He  was  fully  able  to  defend  himself  and  his 
State  and  any  cause  which  he  espoused.  No  man 
■could  attack  either  with  impunity  under  circum- 
stances which  called  on  him  for  reply,  as  he 
showed  on  so  many  memorable  occasions.  But  he 
was  of  most  gracious  and  sweet  nature.  He  was  a 
lover  and  a maker  of  peace.  * * yj^r.  An- 

thony was  a learned  man ; learned  in  the  history  of 
the  Senate  and  in  parliamentary  law  ; learned  in  the 
history  of  his  country  and  of  foreign  countries ; 
learned  in  resources  of  a full,  accurate  and  a grace- 
ful scholarship.  Since  Sumner  died  I suppose  no 
Senator  can  be  compared  with  him  in  this  respect. 
Some  passages  in  an  almost  forgotten  political  sat- 
ire show  that  he  possessed  a vein  which,  if  he  had 
cultivated  it,  might  have  placed  him  high  in  the 
j role  of  satiric  poets.  But  he  never  launched  a 
shaft  that  he  might  inflict  a sting.  His  Collection 
I of  Alemorial  Addresses  is  unsurpassed  in  its  kind 
I of  literature.  He  was  absolutely  simple,  modest, 

! courteous,  and  without  pretense.  He  was  content 
I to  do  his  shar^  in  accomplishing  public  results, 
and  leave  to  others  whatever  of  fame  or  glory 


might  result  from  having  accomplished  them. 
‘To  be,  and  not  to  seem,  was  this  man’s  wisdom.’  ” 


(VT)  Richard  Anthony,  son  of  Daniel,  born 
April  19,  1767,  lived  for  a time  in  Anthony,  R.  L, 
where  he  engaged  in  cotton  manufacture  with  his 
brother  William.  He  removed  to  North  Provi- 
dence, settled  and  died  there,  continuing  cotton 
manufacturing  with  his  son  James.  He  married 
May  12,  1791,  Abigail  Eddy,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Barnard  and  Patience  Eddy.  He  was  a naval 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  descended 
from  Samuel  Eddy,  the  Pilgrim.  The  children  of 
Richard  and  Abigail  (Eddy)  Anthony  were:  Eu- 
nice, born  April  8,  1792;  Lydia,  May  8,  1794; 
James,  Sept.  17,  1795;  Mary  C.,  Dec.  28,  1797; 
Cyrils,  June  23,  1800;  Richard  Bowen,  Dec.  25, 
1802;  Betsey  E.,  Jan.  28,  1805;  Richard  B.,  Dec. 
8,  1808. 

(\TI)  James  Anthony,  son  of  Richard,  born 
Sept.  17,  1795,  continued  the  cotton  manufacturing 
business  founded  by  his  father,  building  and  own- 
ing the  villages  of  Greystone  and  Centredale,  R. 
I.  He  was  a resident  of  North  Providence.  Dy- 
ing in  1836,  he  left  a family  of  nine  children,  Lewis 
W.  then  but  ten  years  old.  He  had  married  June 
22,  1818,  Sarah  Porter  Williams,  of  Brimfield, 
Mass.,  born  July  22,  1792,  daughter  of  Rev.  Nehe- 
miah  Williams,  a descendant  of  Robert  Williams, 
of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  1638,  through  Rev.  Samuel, 
Rev.  Ebenezer  and  Rev.  Chester  Williams.  Mrs. 
Anthony,  descending  through  a long  line  of  Con- 
gregational ministers,  was  a superior  woman — one 
of  marked  intelligence,  piety  and  fidelity.  One 
of  the  Williams  family.  Col.  Ephraim  Williams, 
founded  Williams  College.  Another,  Elisha  Wil- 
liams, was  president  of  Yale.  William  Williams 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Rev.  John  Wdlliams  was  the  renowned 
“Redeemed  Captive”  of  history,  and  Rev.  Eleazer 
Williams  was  the  famous  reputed  lost  Dauphin 
of  France.  In  1825  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
of  the  Williams  family  had  graduated  from  the 
colleges  in  New  England,  New  Jersey  and  Union, 
N.  Y.  Nine  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Anthony,  namely:  Caroline  Sarah, 
born  May  26,  1819;  Charles  James,  March  25, 
1821;  Frank  William,  Oct.  16,  1822;  Lydia  Car- 
ter, May  13,  1824;  Lewis  Yfllliams,  Sept.  19,  1825; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  Oct.  17,  1826;  Catharine  Percy, 
June  25,  1828;  Abbie  Eddy,  Feb.  6,  1830;  Jerusha 
keyes,  July  19,  1831. 

(VHI)  Lewis  Williams  Anthony,  son  of 
James,  born  Sept.  19,  1825,  in  North  Providence, 
married  (first)  Sept.  15,  1847,  Britannia  Franklin 
Waterman,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  bCrn  July  17,  1825, 
daughter  of  George  M'aterman  and  Britannia  F. 
Baxter.  Britannia  Franklin  Y'aterman  was  a lin- 
eal descendant  of  Roger  Wdlliams  through  her 
father’s  paternal  ancestry,  and  through  his  mater- 
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nal  ancestry  of  the  blood  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 
while  through  her  mother  she  was  descended  from 
the  ‘Alavdower”  pilgrim  John  Howland.  She  was 
a woman  of  rare  qualities  of  character,  uniting  in 
an  unusual  degree  sweetness  and  strength,  and  to 
her  memory  Roger  Williams  Hall,  the  home  of 
Cobb  Divinity  School,  Lewiston,  Maine,  was  erec- 
ted by  her  husband.  To  Lewis  Williams  and  Brit- 
annia" F.  (Waterman)  Anthony  came  children  as 
follows:  (i)  Edgar  Waterman,  born  June  20, 

1848.  (2)  Sarah  B.,  born  jMarch  18,  1851,  died 

F'eb.  5,  1865.  (3)  Kate  Jackson,  born  Sept.  20, 

1852.  (4)  Mary  Chace,  born  Aug.  22,  1854,  died 

Aug.  28,  1855.  (5)  Charles  Lewis,  born  March 

22,  1856,  died  Feb.  9,  1859.  (6)  Abbie  Leslie, 

born  Feb.  21,  1858,  died  Sept.  2,  1865.  (7)  Al- 
fred \\'illiams,  born  Jan.  13,  i860.  (8)  George 

Waterman,  born  Jan.  12,  1863,  died  Jan.  18,  1863. 

Of  the  eight  children  only  three  survived  child- 
hood. Two  sons  have  been  prominent  in  other 
New  England  cities  and  States.  Edgar  Waterman 
Anthony  was  for  twelve  years  associated  with  the 
Barstow  Stove  Company,  of  Providence,  the  last 
five  years  in  charge  of  the  New  York  branch  of 
this  "company.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Boston, 
iNIass.,  and  with  W.  E.  Smith  organized  the  Smith 
& Anthony  Company,  one  of  the  leading  concerns 
in  the  country  for  the  manufacturing  of  cooking 
and  heating  apparatus,  of  which  he  is  treasurer. 
Among  other  enterprises  and  clubs  he  is  a director 
in  the  United  States  Trust  Company,  Boston; 
member  of  the  Algonquin  Club,  Boston ; the  Bos- 
ton Art  Club ; the  Beacon  Society ; Boston  Athletic 
Association;  the  jMiddlesex  Club;  and  the  Lauren- 
tian  Club.  He  married  March  27,  1878,  Clara 
Dickenson  Wilder,  of  Boston,  daughter  of  Charles 
Woodward  Wilder  and  Anna  Augusta  Plummer. 
They  have  two  children:  Wilder,  born  April  3, 
1883,  and  Edgar  Waterman,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  ii, 
1890. 

Alfred  Williams  Anthony,  D.  D.,  clergyman, 
professor,  graduate  of  IMowry  and  Goff’s  English 
and  Classical  School,  and  of  Brown  University, 
Providence;  of  Cobb  Divinity  School,  Lewiston, 
iMaine;  studied  at  University  of  Berlin,  Germany, 
1888,  1889  and  1890;  received  degree  of  D.  D.  in 
1902.  Entered  Free  Baptist  ministry,  1885  ; pas- 
tor in  Bangor,  IMaine,  1885-88;  since  1890  Profes- 
sor of  New  Testament  Exegesis  at  Cobb  Divinity 
School,  Lewiston,  ]\Iaine.  He  is  identified  with  nu- 
merous prominent  State  and  national  organiza- 
tions. He  is  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Maine  Industrial  School  for  girls ; member  of  the 
Interdenominational  Commission  of  Maine 
since  its  organization  and  secretary  since 
1904;  member  of  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Y.  i\I.  C.  A. ; vice-president  of 
Maine  Academy  of  Medicine  and  Science; 
member  of  American  Philological  Society ; 
member  Council  of  Seventy  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Sacred  Literature ; member  Society  of 


Biblical  Literature  and  Exegesis ; member  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society;  of  Delta  Upsilon  Fraternity; 
president  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  Storer  College, 
Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va. ; corporator  of  Morning 
Star  Publishing  House,  Boston,  Mass. ; author  of 
“An  Introduction  to  the  Life  of  Jesus”;  “The 
iMethod  of  Jesus”;  “The  Higher  Criticism  in  the 
New  Testament” ; “The  Sunday  School — Its  Pro- 
gress in  Method  and  Scope” ; editor  “Preachers 
and  Preaching”;  “New  Wine  Skins”;  contributor 
to  magazines  and  religious  press. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whom 
he  married  Sept.  15,  1885,  Harriet  Wyatt  An- 
gell,  of  Providence  (daughter  of  John  Wilmarth 
Angell  and  Elizabeth  H.  Stillwell,  and  descended 
from  Roger  Williams  and  John  Alden).  They 
had  four  children : Elisabeth  Williams,  born  at 
Bangor,  Maine,  April  7,  1887;  iMargaretha,  born 
and  died  in  Berlin,  Germany,  in  1889;  Lewis  Wil- 
marth, born  at  Lewiston,  Maine,  Aug.  ii,  1891, 
died  at  Providence,  Dec.  20,  1898;  Alfred  Wyatt, 
born  at  Lewiston,  Maine,  June  i,  1894.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  Feb.  26,  1903,  Gertrude  Brown  Lib- 
bey,  of  Lewiston,  Maine  (daughter  of  Winfield 
Scott  Libbey  and  Annie  E.  Shaw),  and  they  have 
two  children : Richard  Lewis,  born  at  Lewiston, 
Dec.  24,  1903 ; and  Warren  Shaw,  born  at  Lewis- 
ton, July  12,  1905. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Williams  Anthony  nearly 
reached  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  Mrs. 
Anthony  dying  Jan.  26,  1892.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) JSIarch  26,  1894,  Emily  Frances  Waterman 
(younger  sister  of  his  first  wife),  widow  of  Rev. 
Robert  Hall  Tozer  and  daughter  of  George  Water-' 
man  and  Britannia  Franklin  Baxter.  She  died 
Nov.  I,  1898.  He  married  (third),  Dec.  6,  1899, 
Lucinda  Williams  Preble,  of  Bangor,  Maine, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Preble  and  Lucinda  Wil- 
liams. Her  paternal  grandmother  was  a descend- 
ant of  Bishop  Ridley,  who  was  burned  at  the  stake 
in  London. 

Lewis  Williams  Anthony  in  boyhood  attended 
a school  established  by  his  father  for  the  benefit  of 
his  children,  and  was  also  a pupil  at  the  Fruit  Hill 
Academy.  The  cotton  manufacturing  business  of 
his  father,  though  large  and  prosperous  before  his 
death,  suffered  from  the  disastrous  effects  of  the 
financial  panic  which  swept  the  country  in  1837, 
and  the  family  fortunes  were  so  seriously  impaired 
that  from  that  time  young  Lewis  W.  Anthony  was 
practically  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and 
obliged  to  make  his  way  in  life.  He  commenced 
his  connection  with  the  shoe  business  in  March, 
1842,  as  a clerk  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  store  n 
of  David  Le  Favour,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Af- 
ter  an  experience  of  a year  there  he  went  to  Prov- 
idence,  where  he  found  a similar  but  better  posi-  j 
tion  in  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  establishment 
of  Messrs.  Greene  & Arnold,  practically  the  same 
house  with  which  he  was  connected  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  long  life.  In  1851,  having  saved. 
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with  the  assistance  of  his  equally  enterprising  wife, 
enough  to  invest  in  the  business,  he  bought  the  in- 
terest of  the  retiring  partner,  Mr.  Arnold,  the  firm 
then  becoming  Greene  & Anthony.  His  associa- 
tion with  Mr.  William  B.  Greene,  which  began  in 
1843,  lasted  for  almost  fifty  years,  until  Mr. 
Greene’s  death  in  1892.  Eventually  Air.  Anthony 
became  the  senior  member  of  the  concern,  which,  as 
Greene,  Anthony  & Co.,  was  widely  known  as  one 
of  the  most  extensive  firms  doing  business  in  that 
line  in  Providence,  and  as  one  of  the  oldest  boot 
and  shoe  concerns  in  New  England.  At  first  the 
business  was  carried  on  at  No.  14  North  Alain 
street,  but  subsequently  was  located  at  No.  24 
Alarket  square.  No.  100  Weybosset  street,  and 
Nos.  21  and  23  Pine  street,  each  time  in  conse- 
quence of  an  increase  in  business  demanding  more 
floor  space  for  the  stock  of  goods  carried.  On  July 
I,  1898,  the  eoncern  moved  again,  into  a new  build- 
ing at  No.  33  Pine  street,  erected  especially  for  its 
use,  having  quarters  more  commodious  than  ever 
before.  Besides  the  regular  expansion  of  its  own 
trade,  which  takes  in  a large  part  of  New  Eng- 
land, particularly  the  southern  portion,  and  ex- 
tends also  toward  the  West  through  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  the  house  purchased  and  con- 
solidated with  its  own  the  large  business  of  the 
Congdon  & Aylesworth  Company,  of  Providence. 
Air.  Anthony’s  partner  in  the  business  toward  the 
close  of  his  career  was  Air.  Arthur  H.  Watson, 
whose  association  with  the  house  covered  many 
years.  Air.  Anthony  had  associated  with  him  at 
different  times  six  partners,  three  of  whom  died 
and  two  retired  from  the  business. 

At  Providence  Air.  Anthony  early  identified 
himself  with  the  Roger  Williams  Free  Baptist 
Church,  and  became  one  of  its  most  active  and 
leading  members.  For  thirty-eight  years  he  served 
as  a deacon  of  the  church,  and  he  was  president  for 
twenty-five  years  of  the  Free  Baptist  Home  Alis- 
sion  Society  and  served  as  a member  of  its  execu- 
tive board.  For  thirty-three  years  he  was  teacher  of 
one  Sunday  school  class.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  board  of  management  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Printing  Establishment  of  Boston.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Providence  city  government  for 
several  years;  president  of  the  Traders’  National 
Bank,  Providence;  director  in  the  Nicholson  File 
Company,  Providence ; the  Great  Western  File 
Company,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. ; the  Smith  ,&  An- 
thony Company,  manufacturers  of  heating  appa- 
ratus, Boston,  Alass. ; the  Central  Real  Estate  Com- 
pany, Providence;  of  the  Free  Baptist  Publishing 
House,  Boston;  member  of  the  Board  of  Fellows 
of  Bates  College,  Lewiston,  Alaine ; president  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Storer  College,  Harper’s 
Ferry,  W.  Va.,  vice-president  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Y.  W.  E.  C.  A.  of  Providence, 
and  prominent  in  other  financial  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  Air.  Anthony  was  of  a genial  dispo- 
sition and  a generous  nature,  and  his  unstinted 


giving  to  benevolent  causes  was  characteristic. 
“Anthony  Hall,”  belonging  to  Storer  College, 
West  Virginia,  bears  his  name  in  recognition  of 
his  generous  gifts;  and  “Roger  Williams  Hall,” 
the  home  of  Cobb  Divinity  School,  Lewiston 
Alaine,  was  his  gift  in  memory  of  his  deceased 
wife.  He  commanded  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  and  his 
moral  and  religious  influence  in  the  community 
was  widely  felt.  He  died  Alarch  17,  1903,  at  Prov- 
idence, Rhode  Island. 


(IV^)  Abraham  Anthony,  son  of  William  and 
Alary  (Coggeshall)  Anthony,  born  Sept.  29,  1696, 
married  Feb.  7,  1716,  Elizabeth  Grey,  of  Tiver- 
ton, R.  I.  They  settled,  lived  and  died  in  Rhode 
Island. 

(V)  Abraham  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham  and 
Elizabeth  (Grey)  Anthony,  born  Dec.  9,  1717, 
married  Alary  Chase. 

(VI)  David  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham  and 
Alary  (Chase),  born  Feb.  15,  1754,  married  Amey 
Battey  and  Dorcas  Battey,  and  Sarah  Wing. 


(IV)  Benjamin  Anthony,  son  of  William  and 
Alary  (Coggeshall),  born  June  10,  1716,  married 
Alartha  Luther,  daughter  of  Hezekiah,  son  of  Hez- 
ekiah  and  grandson  of  John,  and  they  settled  on 
a farm  in  Somerset,  Alass.  They  had  eleven  sons : 
Abner,  Peleg,  Rufus,  Reuben,  Hezekiah,  James, 
Benjamin,  Luther,  Caleb,  Nathan  and  David. 

(V)  David  Anthony,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  3,  1760,  married  Submit  Wheeler,  born  Feb. 
17,  1760.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  Na- 
than, Jeremiah,  David,  Hezekiah,  Elisha,  Keziah, 
Submit,  Benjamin  and  Alary  B. 

(VI)  David  Anthony,  son  of  David  and  Sub- 
mit (Wheeler),  was  born  Jan.  9,  1786,  in  the  town 
of  Somerset,  Alass.,  where  his  early  boyhood  was 
passed  on  a farm.  Leaving  the  latter  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  John 
Bowers,  a country  merchant  and  a large  owner  of 
real  estate,  whose  residence  was  at  Somerset 
Shore,  under  whose  direction  he  was  prepared  for 
the  practical  side  of  life,  being  first  chore  boy,  suc- 
cessively grain  and  sale  measurer,  assistant  ac- 
countant and  in  charge  of  the  retail  department  of 
the  store.  His  employer  became  embarrassed,  and 
when  the  young  man  was  but  eighteen  years  old 
the  responsible  duty  fell  to  him  of  closing  out  his 
employer’s  business  and  settling  it  up.  Following 
this  experience  Air.  Anthony  taught  school  for  one 
season.  He  then  went  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  where 
for  two  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  John  P. 
Hellen,  a dealer  in  crockery  ware.  In  1808  he  went 
to  Pawtucket  and  entered  the  employ  of  Samuel 
Slater,  who  was  then  operating  a cotton  spinning 
mill,  and  to  whom  in  after  years  Air.  xAnthony  re- 
ferred as  “the  father  of  the  cotton  manufacturing 
business  in  this  country.”  Here  Air.  Anthony  got 
a knowledge  of  manufacturing.  In  xApril.  1812, 
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he  went  to  Rehoboth,  ]^Iass..  and  in  March,  1813, 
located  permanently  in  Fall  River,  Mass.  As  early 
as  1807  Dexter  "Wheeler  had  in  operation  at 
Rehoboth  a small  yarn  mill  run  by  horse-power. 
These  two  men  became  associated,  together  with 
others  at  Fall  River,  in  the  manufacturing  business 
in  1813.  which  is  a memorable  year  in  that  town 
as  witnessing  the  inaugurating  of  the  first  regular 
yarn  manufacturing  concern  on  a substantial  basis 
in  the  town.  That  year  witnessed  the  organization 
of  two  companies  and  the  erection  of  two  consid- 
erable factories — the  Fall  River  ^Manufactory  and 
the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  iManufactorv.  ]Mr. 
Anthony  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Fall 
River  Company,  of  which  he  was  chosen  treasurer 
and  agent. 

Mr.  Anthony's  subsequent  life  was*  identified 
\yith  Fall  River.  He  retired  from  active  business 
life  there  about  1839,  having  won  the  success 
which  his  natural  resources  of  judgment  and  en- 
ergy were  sure  to  achieve.  Some  twenty  years 
later  he  again  returned  and  for  a time  was  again 
actively  engaged  in  manufacturing.  He  was  the 
first,  in  point  of  time,  of  the  strong,  energetic  and 
sagacious  natures  who  built  up  a community  of 
substantial  and  progressive  industries. 

Mr.  Anthony  was  a deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  from  1834  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  president  of  the  Fall  River  Bank 
from  its  organization,  in  1825,  for  some  forty 
years.  iMr.  Anthony  was  married  three  times,  hi's 
third  wife  being  a daughter  of  Thomas  Borden, 
and  he  was  the  father  of  seven  children.  He  died 
July  6,  1867,  in  hMll  River,  ^Massachusetts. 

(\T)  Hezekiah  Anthonv,  son  of  David  and 
Submit  (Wheeler),  born  April  3,  1788,  in  Somer- 
set, :\lass.,  married  in  1810  Sally  Bowers,  of 
Dighton,  Alass.,  and  eleven  children,  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  blessed  this  union,  namely:  David, 
Sarah  A.,  iMary  B.,  Jane,  George,  Philip  B.,  Na- 
than, Hezekiah,  David  (2),  Elizabeth  and  another 
daughter. 

Mr.  Anthony  in  boyhood  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town.  He  received  practical 
business  training  in  a factory,  in  the  town  of  Digh- 
ton, :\lass.,  and  in  1807  entered  the  employ  of  John 
Hellen,  a crockery  merchant  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
It  was  not  long,  however,  after  his  location  in 
Providence,  until  he  went  into  business  on  his  own 
account,  engaging  in  the  wholesale  grocerv  trade, 
his  location  being  in  Whitman’s  block,  on  Wey- 
bosset  street.  Subsequently  he  carried,  in  addition 
to  groceries,  cotton  and  manufacturer’s  supplies. 
Still  later  he  was  engaged  solely  in  the  cotton  brok- 
erage business.  A man  of  good  judgment,  punc- 
tual, systematic  and  of  high  honor,  by  close  atten- 
tion to  business  he  won  the  resjiect  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  lived  a life  of  usefulness  and 
honor  in  his  community.  For  the  long  period  of 
forty-eight  years  :\lr.  Anthony  did  business  at  that 
one  stand.  ] le  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 


Union  Bank,  in  1814,  was  chosen  one  of  its  di- 
rectors in  1824,  and  so  served  until  1876,  when  he 
declined  a re-election.  He  was  also  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  be- 
came a director  in  1824.  He  became  a member  of 
the  standing  committee  of  this  institution  in  1851, 
and' its  vice-president  in  1855.  These  positions  he 
resigned  in  1874. 

]^Ir.  Anthony’s  political  aftiliations  were  with 
the  Democratic  party.  His  religious  connections 
were  with  the  Chestnut  Street  iMethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  with  which  he  united  in  1818,  and  of 
which  he  was  an  active  and  useful  member 
throughout  his  lifetime.  He  had  been  a member 
of  the  town  council  before  the  city  was  organized, 
and  from  1832  to  1835  was  a member  of  the  city 
council,  and  an  alderman  from  1835  to  1838,  serv- 
ing from  the  Fifth  ward. 


(\T)  Joseph  Anthony,  son  of  Daniel,  born 
iMay  24,  1765,  married  iMay  9,  1801,  iMary  Gould, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Coggeshall)  Gould, 
of  iMiddletown,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were: 
Henry,  born  April  6,  1802  ; John  G.,  iMay  17,  1804; 
Joseph  B.,  Tlarch  13,  1806;  Edward,  Aug.  13, 
1807;  James  C.,  Dec.  30,  1809.  The  father  died 
June  22,  1840,  and  the  mother  passed  away  Nov. 
15,  1855,  aged  ninety  years. 

(\T)  Jabez  Anthony,  son  of  Daniel,  bom  Jan. 
2,  1781,  married  Eeb.  2,  1803,  Ruth  Fish,  of  New 
York  State,  and  their  children  were : Sarah,  born 
Dec.  5,  1803;  William  H.,  Dec.  i,  1805;  Mary, 
Dec.  17,  1807;  William  H.  (2)  (father  of  William 
A.  Anthony,  of  Cooper  Institute),  June  8,  1810; 
Susan,  Feb.  10,  1813;  Charles,  July  29,  1815; 
James  S.,  June  17,  1818;  Elizabeth,  Dec.  14,  1820 
(married  George  Tififany)  ; Lydia,  Dec.  18,  1823; 
Celia,  i\lay  27,  1826  (married  Thomas  Tififany). 

(\TI)  Ch.vrles  Anthony,  son  of  (VI)  ja- 
bez, was  born  July  29,  1815,  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
passed  all  his  life  in  his  native  State.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  Eriends’  School.  His  connec- 
tion with  manufacturing  interests  covered  many  of 
his  active  years.  Entering  the  employ  of  Row- 
land G.  Hazard,  at  Carolina  Mills,  he  remained 
there  from  1843  1851,  in  which  year  he  removed 

to  Providence,  accepting  the  position  of  agent  of 
the  Phoenix  Iron  Foundry  and  continuing  there 
until  1856.  He  was  then  elected  president  of  the 
Slater  Insurance  Company,  and  held  that  ofifice 
until  he  was  appointed  collector  of  the  port  of 
Providence  by  President  Lincoln  in  1861.  He 
served  the  Federal  Government  in  this  capacity 
until  1870,  when  his  successor  was  appointed  by 
President  Grant.  Mr.  Anthony  was  active  in  other 
capacities  in  the  local  civil  administration,  repre- 
senting the  Fifth  ward  in  the  common  council  in 
1854  and  1855,  from  January,  1880,  to  Oct. 
4,  1880,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  re-elected  to 
the  common  council  Nov.  2,  1880,  and  served  until 
F'eb.  27,  1882,  when  he  again  resigned.  He  was 
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a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  representing 
the  Fifth  ward,  from  1858  to  i860;  was  one  of 
the  highway  commissioners  from  Feb.  7,  1872,  un- 
til i\lay  24,  1878,  and  later  was  elected  a member  of 
the  board  of  public  works,  holding  the  latter  office 
from  i\Iarch,  1882,  to  Alarch,  1884.  He  repre- 
sented the  city  of  Providence  in  the  General  As- 
sembly during  1855,  1856  and  1857.  i\lr.  Anthony 
was  a man  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  and  it 
is  generally  conceded  that  he  deserved  the  confi- 
dence he  enjoyed,  performing  his  duty  with  faith- 
fulness and  integrity  in  every  public  position  he 
held.  His  connection  with  the  various  branches 
of  the  city  and  State  government,  as  well  as  with 
business  affairs,  covered  a long  period,  and  one  of 
unusual  usefulness,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
•Feb.  9,  1888,  was  mourned  in  many  circles. 

About  1837  i\lr.  Anthony  married  Hannah  A. 
Tillinghast,  who  was  born  Dec.  25,  1818,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Thomas  Tillinghast,  of  East  Green- 
wich, who  was  a manufacturer  as  well  as  a phy- 
sician. Children  as  follows  blessed  this  union : 
(i)  Charles  F.,  born  Sept.  15,  1841,  is  mentioned 
farther  on.  (2)  George  Allen,  born  July  4,  1844, 
died  Nov.  28,  same  year.  (3)  iMary,  born  July  12, 
1845,  same  day.  (4)  Caroline  Hazard, 

born  Oct.  7,  1846,  is  the  widow  of  iMajor  Edwin 
C.  Pomroy,  whom  she  married  Oct.  10,  1867.  (5) 

Henry  Allen,  born  Sept.  5,  1850,  married  Lucy 
Glover  Oct.  29,  1874.  (6)  Orrin  Spencer,  born 

Nov.  I,  1852,  is  mentioned  further  on.  (7)  Ellery 
Channing,  born  June  22,  1855,  was  married  Jan. 
3,  1884,  to  Anna  L.  Wdiipple. 

(Vill)  Charles  Follen  Anthony,  son  of 
Charles  and  Hannah  A.  (Tillinghast)  Anthony, 
was  born  Sept.  15,  1841,211  the  town  of  Richmond, 
R.  I.  There  he  lived  until  he  was  ten  years  old, 
receiving  his  primary  education  in  the  local  public 
schools,  and  he  completed  his  training  in  the  gram- 
mar and  high  schools  of  Providence,  to  which  city 
the  family  moved  in  1851.  On  leaving  school  he 
went  into  the  office  of  the  Slater  iMutual  Insurance 
Company,  of  Providence,  Remaining  there  from 
1858  to  1861,  after  which  he  was  in  the  ^Mechanics 
Savings  Bank  from  1861  to  1863.  For  the  next 
two  years  he  was  with  the  Commercial  Steamboat 
Company  as  cashier,  and  in  Alarch,  1865,  engaged 
with  ^Manchester,  Hopkins  & Co.,  a coal  firm,  as 
bookkeejier  and  cashier.  The  company  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hopkins,  Pomroy  & Co.,  with  whom 
j\lr.  Anthony  continued  until  1891,  when  it  became 
the  Pomroy  Coal  Company,  and  in  1901  it  was 
merged  into  the  Eastern  Coal  Company,  of  which 
Hr.  Anthony  was  elected  treasurer.  He  resigned 
that  office  Dec.  i,  1904,  to  accept  the  position  of 
manager  for  Curran  & Burton,  Inc.,  which  he 
now  fills.  Hr.  Anthony's  relation  with  the  coal  busi- 
ness, covering  a period  of  over  forty  years,  is  a 
very  remarkable  record,  and  his  business  career 
has  been  honorable  as  well  as  successful. 

Since  1877  i\Ir.  Anthony  has  been  a resident  of 
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Drownville,  now  West  Barrington,  in  the  town  of 
Barrington,  being  one  of  the  town’s  substantial 
citizens  and  leading  business  men.  For  a number 
of  years  he  performed  efficient  service  in  the  town 
council,  of  which  body  he  served  as  president. 

In  1864  Charles  F.  Anthonyyniarried  Harriet 
Aspinwall  Davis,  of  ProvidenceT^lSTTgliter  of  Ed- 
ward Nelson  and  Jane  (Anthony)  Davis,  the  lat- 
ter a daughter  of  Giles  Anthony,  of  Warwick 
Neck.  Three  children  blessed  this  union,  namely : 
(i)  Edward  Davis,  born  Dec.  12,  1869,  is  general 
manager  of  the  Pawtucket  Steam  & Gas  Pipe 
Company.  (2)  Walter  Tillinghast,  born  Sept.  3, 
1871,  is  State  agent  at  ^Manchester,  N.  H.,  of  the 
National  Cash  Register  Company.  (3)  George  Al- 
len, born  (May  22,  1875,  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  the  class  of  1895,  is  engaged  as  ex- 
pert marine  engineer  by  the  United  States  War 
Department  at  Washington,  and  on  x\i)ril  i,  1904, 
was  appointed  an  adjunct  professor  of  mechanical 
engineering  in  the  Columbian  University  there. 

(\TH)  Orrin  Spencer  Anthony,  son  of 
Charles  and  Hannah  A.  (Tillinghast)  Anthony, 
and  brother  of  Charles  F.,  was  born  Nov.  i,  1852, 
in  Providence,  R.  I.  In  boyhood  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Providence  and  was  also  a stu- 
dent in  the  iMowry  and  Goff  private  school,  of  that 
city.  After  his  school  days  were  over,  in  1868,  he  be- 
gan his  practical  business  career  in  the  Providence 
Custom  House  with  his  father.  Two  years  later, 
in  1870,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Providence 
& New  York  Steamboat  Company,  as  receiving 
and  freight  clerk,  on  one  of  the  passenger  i)ropel- 
lors,  remaining  with  the  company  until  1875. 
During  this  term  of  service  he  was  one  of  the  for- 
tunate survivors  of  the  steamer  ‘Aletis,”  lost  off 
Watch  Hill  Aug.  30,  1872.  In  1878-79  Hr.  Anthony 
was  passenger  agent  at  Providence  for  the  New 
England  Railroad  Company.  F'rom  1880  to  1901  he 
was  in  the  service  of  the  American  Screw  Company, 
Providence,  as  purchasing  agent  of  that  concern. 
His  energies  are  now  chiefly  devoted  to  the  An- 
thony Coal  &.  Lumber  Company,  of  which  he  is 
president,  treasurer  and  general  manager.  It  is 
the  successor  of  the  Riverside  Coal  & Lumber 
Company,  which  he  jnirchased  in  1903  and  reor- 
ganized under  the  present  name. 

Besides  making  a success  of  his  private  enter- 
prises he  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  general  wel- 
fare which  has  resulted  in  achievements  of  no  small 
importance,  and  highly  creditable  to  his  ability, 
as  well  as  indicative  of  public  spirit  of  unusual 
strength.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  which  obtained  the  charter  and  turned 
it  over  to  the  United  Railroad  Company,  and  thus 
was  instrumental  in  securing  the  suburban  line 
built  from  Providence  to  Bristol.  Since  1886  Hr. 
Anthony  has  been  a resident  of  the  town  of  Bar- 
rington, and  has  been  active  in  that  town’s  well- 
being, taking  a commendable  interest  in  its  growth 
and  improvement.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  member 
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of  the  Barrington  Rural  Improvement  Association, 
which  he  served  officially  for  a number  of  years, 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  later,  in  1895-96, 
as  president.  He  was  a member  of  the  Barrington 
council  in  1890-91. 

On  Jan.  23,  1879,  iNIr.  Anthony  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Harriet  Lathrop,  of  Worcester, 
Hass.,  daughter  of  Edward  Lathrop,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  born  as  follows : Ruth 
Lathrop,  June  25.  1880  (married  Albert  Sargeant 
Davis,  of  New  York  City)  ; Harrington  Tilling- 
hast,  April  26,  1884;  and  Louise,  July  24,  1888. 


(IV)  John  Anthony,  son  of  William  and  Hary 
(Coggeshall)  Anthony,  was  born  Nov.  16,  1708. 
He  married  Lydia  Luther  (daughter  of  Hezekiah 
and  Hartha  Luther,  of  Swansea),  who  was  born 
Sept.  19,  1714.  They  had  eleven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: William,  born  Dec.  2,  1734;  Job,  Dec.  8, 
1736;  Avis,  Hay  4,  1739;  Edward,  Aug.  10,  1741; 
Israel,  Jan.  24,  1743;  Sarah,  April  4,  1746;  Eliza- 
beth, iNIarch  31,  1748;  Lydia,  Hay  17,  1750;  John, 
Jr.,  July  I,  1752;  Gardner,  Oct.  30,  1754;  Jona- 
than, July  12,  1757. 

(\')  Gardner  Anthony,  son  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Luther)  Anthony,  born  Oct.  30,  1754,  married 
Sarah  Slade,  daughter  of  Charles  Slade,  of  Som- 
erset. He  died  July  22,  1833,  she  on  April  15, 
1825.  Their  eleven  children  were:  Sally,  born 
Sept  14,  1780;  Gardner,  Jr.,  Feb.  6,  1783;  Ruth, 
Sept.  26,  1784;  Hannah,  Sept.  24,  1786;  John,  Jan. 
31,  1789;  Lydia,  Aug.  18,  1791;  Hahala,  Dec.  23, 
1793;  Jonathan,  Dec.  14,  1795;  Israel,  Aug.  17, 
1797;  Betsey,  June  2,  1799;  Anna  JMaria,  Nov.  5, 
1801. 

(\T)  Gardner  Anthony,  Jr.,  son  of  Gardner 
and  Sarah  (Slade)  Anthony,  born  Feb.  6,  1783, 
died  July  19,  1859.  He  married  Sarah  Chace, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  iMartha  Chace,  July  9, 
1807.  She  was  born  June  13,  1778.  They  set- 
tled in  Swansea,  and  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth  Slade,  born  June  26,  1808;  Hary 
Bulifum,  Dec.  2,  1809;  Gardner  Shays,  Oct.  7, 
1811;  Sarah  Chace,  Oct.  28,  1813;  Phebe  Slade, 
Oct.  27,  1816;  Jonathan  Chace,  April  28,  1820; 
David  Chace,  Nov.  12,  1823.  Phebe  died  when  a 
young  lady,  but  all  the  others  married  and  had 
families. 

(\'H)  Jonathan  Chace  Anthony,  son  of  Gard- 
ner, Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Chace)  Anthony,  born  April 
28,  1820,  was  married  to  Submit  Anthony  Lee, 
daughter  of  John  and  Deborah  Lee,  of  Somerset, 
Hass.,  Hay  6,  1846,  at  Warren,  R.  L,  by  Rev. 
B.  W.  Hatfield.  They  settled  at  once  in  Somerset, 
Hass.,  near  the  head  of  Lee’s  river,  in  a cottage 
built  by  Jonathan  C.  Anthony  just  previous  to  their 
marriage.  They  had  one  child,  a son,  born  April 
26,  1847,  who  was  named  Albert  Lee  Anthony. 
Mrs.  Anthony  died  Dec.  ii,  1851,  and  on  Jan.  23, 
1854,  iMr.  .Anthony  married  for  his  second  wife 
Rebecca  Smith  Wordell,  daughter  of  Percy  and 


Rebecca  Wordell,  of  Fall  River,  Alass.  By  this 
union  he  had  one  son,  Charles  Harris  Anthony, 
born  July  9,  1862,  who  died  Dec.  4,  1862.  Airs. 
Rebecca  Smith  (Wordell)  Anthony  died  April  5, 
1863,  and  Jonathan  Chace  Anthony  was  again 
married,  on  Aug.  28,  1864,  this  time  to  Lydia  Ann 
Robinson,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Alartha  AI. 
Robinson,  of  Swansea.  Their  children  were: 
Walter  Robinson,  born  Oct.  4,  1867;  Ira  Alason, 
Aug.  9,  1869;  jMary  Edminster,  Alay  12,  1876. 

(VHI)  Albert  Lee  Anthony,  son  of  Jona- 
than C.  and  Submit  Anthony  (Lee),  born  April 
26,  1847,  in  Somerset,  Alass.,  was  married  Sept. 
9,  1874,  to  Anna  Elizabeth  Bullock,  who  was  born 
in  Killingly,  Conn.,  Alay  i,  1852,  only  daughter  of 
James  W.  and  Sarah  J.  (Amsbury)  Bullock.  Two 
children,  a son  and  a daughter,  have  come  to  bless 
the  union : Atala  Lee,  born  Feb.  9,  1877,  and  Wil- 
lard Bullock,  born  Jan.  14,  1889. 

Air.  Anthony’s  primary  education  was  received 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  town.  This  in 
time  was  supplemented  by  a three  months’  course 
in  a business  college.  At  the  early  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  began  the  practical  work  of  life.  He 
started  out  both  reliant  and  reliable,  with  a firm 
purpose  to  deserve  success,  whether  he  won  it  or 
not.  Leaving  the  paternal  roof,  he  began  at  that 
early  age  to  shift  for  himself.  For  more  than  four 
years,  with  true  Yankee  versatility,  he  turned  his 
hand  to  whatever  offered.  Farming  in  summer, 
book  canvassing  and  teaching  country  school  in 
winter,  first  engaged  his  attention.  He  naturally 
drifted  to  Providence,  the  principal  city  in  the 
neighborhood,  where,  in  the  summer  of  1868,  he 
made  a short-lived  venture  into  the  grocery  bus- 
iness, and  the  next  summer  essayed  the  intelli- 
gence line  with  disastrous  results.  Subsequently, 
after  these  various  experiences,  young  Anthony  be- 
came a clerk  in  one  of  the  mill  stores  of  the  exten- 
sive manufacturing  establishments  of  Alessrs.  A. 
& \Y.  Sprague,  remaining  with  the  concern  three 
years — until  its  failure,  by  which  time  he  had 
risen  to  be  assistant  agent  in  charge  of  their  seven 
stores.  This  proved  to  be  the  turning-point  in  his 
fortunes,  for  here  he  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
great  clothing  firm  of  J.  B.  Barnaby  & Co.,  with 
whom  he  had  been  brought  into  business  contact, 
and  when  he  found  himself  without  a situation, 
early  in  1874,  he  was  promptly  taken  into  the  em- 
ploy of  this  latter  firm,  as  a bookkeeper.  In  January. 
1884,  he  was  admitted  a partner  in  the  concern,  and 
in  June,  1889,  when  it  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  The  J.  B.  Barnaby  Company,  Air.  Anthony 
was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer.  A few  months 
later,  on  Air.  Barnaby’s  death,  he  also  l>ecame  vice- 
president.  The  confidence  reposed  in  Air.  Anthony’s 
integrity  and  ability  was  well  illustrated  by  Air. 
Barnaby  making  him,  by  will,  one  of  the  trustees 
of  his  estate,  wliich  approximated  a million  dollars. 
The  J.  B.  Barnaby  Company  was  one  of  the  most 
extensive  ready-made  clothing  concerns  in  New 
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England,  having  large  establishments  at  Providence, 
Boston,  New  Haven,  Bridgeport.  Kansas  City  and 
Fall  River,  and  Mr.  Anthony  had  charge  of  the 
financial  department  of  all  these  until  February, 
1893,  when  the  business  was  sold  out.  He  then 
became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Safe  Deposit  Company,  continuing  in  that  position 
until  July  i,  1903,  when  he  resigned.  Now  his  time 
is  devoted  to  the  affairs  of  the  Barnaby  estate  and 
to  a brokerage  business  of  considerable  importance. 
For  six  years  Mr.  Anthony  was  also  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Barnaby  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Fall  River,  one  of  the  largest  manufacturing  plants 
of  ginghams  in  the  United  States ; and  he  has  been 
for  several  years  auditor  of  the  Roger  Mhlliams 
Loan  and  Savings  Association  of  Providence.  He 
has  taken  a commendable  interest  in  municipal  af- 
fairs, and  served  four  years — from  1893  to  1897 — in 
the  city  council  from  the  Seventh  ward,  throughout 
that  period  being  a member  of  the  Finance  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Anthony  is  a member  of  various  societies 
and  orders.  As  a Knight  of  Honor  he  has  from  the 
first  been  active  and  zealous.  He  was  the  first  can- 
didate initiated  in  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  and  has 
held  some  office  in  that  lodge  nearly  ever  since. 
He  was  its  treasurer  for  more  than  a dozen  years. 
Admitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  March  31,  1881,  he 
served  that  body  as  Grand  Chaplain  in  1882;  rep- 
resented the  Golden  Rule  Lodge  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1881,  1886  and  1887;  was  alternate  in 
1889  and  1890;  was  second  on  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1881,  and  chairman 
of  that  Committee  in  1883 ; has  been  a deputy  over 
several  lodges  at  different  times ; frequently  served 
on  important  committees ; was  Grand  Guide  in 
1890;  Grand  Assistant  Dictator  in  1891;  Grand 
\’ice  Dictator  in  1892,  and  Grand  Dictator  in  1893. 
For  many  years  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  was  the  first  regent  of  Unity 
Council,  one  of  the  largest  councils  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  has  held  some  office  in  this  council  each 
year  since  it  was  formed,  in  1879.  At  the 
formation  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  State,  in 
1890,  he  was  chosen  to  be  the  first  Grand  Regent  by 
acclamation,  holding  the  office  for  one  year  with 
signal  ability.  He  is  also  prominent  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree 
in  Rhode  Island  Consistory,  and  been  at  the  head  of 
his  council,  chapter  and  commandery.  He  has 
served  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Rhode  Island,  and  is 
a representative  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  has  .served  as  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  iMasons  in  Rhode 
Islaiul,  and  is  a representative  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters of  Illinois,  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  Air. 
Anthony  is  a director  and  treasurer  of  the  Provi- 
dence Boys’  Club ; a director  and  life  member  of 
the  Home  for  Aged  Alen ; has  been  a life  member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  Prevention  of 
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Cruelty  to  Children  since  1892,  a director  since 
1894,  and  a member  of  the  Executive  committee: 
is  a member  of  the  Corporation  of  St.  Andrew's 
Industrial  School,  and  a life  member  and  director 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Humane  Education  Society. 
He  is  identified  in  matters  of  religion  with  the 
Church  of  the  Epiphany — the  church  of  the  family. 

The  following  paragraph,  taken  from  “Club  and 
Professional  Life,”  gives  a character  sketch  of  Air. 
Anthony  worth  quoting: 

“Air.  Anthony,  an  adopted  son  of  Rhode  Island, 
is  the  embodiment  of  that  peculiar  American  pro- 
duction, the  typical  self-made  man,  and  a notable 
example  of  men  who  by  perseverance,  economy  and 
integrity  have  risen  from  obscure  surroundings  to 
a conspicuous  place  in  social,  financial,  political, 
comipercial  and  political  walks  of  life.  His  par- 
ents were  modest,  prepossessing  people,  whose  in- 
stincts, vocation  and  aspirations  were  honorable,  a 
sterling  ancestry  capable  of  true  heroism,  with  a 
genial  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  and  yet  with  a force 
and  determination  of  character  suggestive  of  moral 
grandeur.  They  endowed  their  only  child  with  a 
cheerful,  genial  disposition,  equable  temperament, 
patient,  persistent  perseverance,  which  qualified  him 
for  the  success  which  has  characterized  his  career. 
Although  his  early  life  was  clouded  by  illness  he 
maintained  a brave,  unflinching  and  exceedingly 
successful  struggle  for  an  education,  attending  now 
and  then  the  district  schools  of  Somerset,  and  de- 
voting his  evenings  to  study  at  home  he  was  ena- 
bled to  prepare  himself  to  enter  Eastman’s  Business 
College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated with  honor.” 


(VH)  David  Chace  Anthony,  son  of 
Gardner,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Chace)  Anthony,  was 
born  Nov.  12,  1823,  in  Swansea,  Alass.  After  an 
early  life  spent  on  the  farm,  and  with  such  educa- 
tion as  was  afforded  by  the  district  school  of  those 
days,  he  came  to  Providence  and  engaged  in  the 
hatting  business.  In  this  he  continued  until  the 
year  1854,  when  he  sold  this  business  to  engage  in 
the  furniture  line  as  a member  of  the.  firm  of  Potter, 
Anthony  & Dennison.  He  was  identified  with  that 
business  for  eleven  years  and  after  a successful 
career  sold  his  interest  in  1865  to  purchase  the 
Providence  Ice  Company.  The  same  year  he  con- 
solidated his  interests  with  that  of  Earl  Carpenter 
& Sons,  and  continued  in  this  business  until  his 
death  six  years  later.  He  passed  away  in  Plym- 
outh, N.  H.,  Sept.  5,  1871,  while  returning  from 
a sojourn  in  the  M’hite  Alountains. 

On  Sept.  15,  1851.  Air.  Anthony  was  married 
at  Providence  to  Sarah  Clark  Carpenter,  born  Jan. 
1 8,  1830,  daughter  of  Earl  and  Sarah  Ann  Harris 
Carpenter.  They  had  four  children : Earl  Car- 
penter, born  July  15,  1852;  Sarah  Ann  Harris, 
Jan.  9,  1854;  Gardner  Chace,  April  24,  1856;  and 
David  Chace,  Jr.,  July  7,  1870. 

(\TII)  Earl  Carpenter  Anthony,  born  July  15, 
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1852.  died  in  1892.  He  was  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Earl  Carpenter  & Co.  He  married  Susan  S. 
\\'eaver.  and  they  had  one  child,  Charles  Weaver. 

(^'IH)  Gardner  Chace  Anthony,  born  April  24, 
1856,  is  dean  of  the  Department  of  Engineering  at 
Tufts  College.  ^Massachusetts.  He  is  married  to 
Susan  Pearson,  and  they  have  one  son,  Charles 
Pearson. 

(^  HI)  David  Chace  Anthony,  born  July  7, 
1870.  engaged  in  the  ice  business  in  early  manhood, 
and  since  1904  has  been  interested  in  the  leather 
business.  He  is  a member  of  the  West  Side  Club 
and  the  Wannamoisett  Country  Club.  In  October, 
1895.  ]\Ir.  Anthony  married  Adele  F.  Weaver, 
daughter  of  George  E.  Weaver,  and  they  have  had 
three  children,  born  as  follows:  Rowland  W., 
July  23,  1897;  Harris  C.,  Eeb.  ii,  1901;  David  C, 
Jr..  IMay  23,  1907. 


Daniel  Reed  Axthoxy,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Anthony  family,  was  born 
in  Adams.  :Mass.,  Aug.  22,  1824,  a son  of  Daniel 
and  Lucy  (Reed)  Anthony,  and  a brother  of  Susan 
Py.  Anthony.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  the  State 
of  New  \ork,  in  attendance  upon  an  academy  at 
P'nion  Springs,  X.  Y.,  and  at  work  in  his  father’s 
cotton-mill  and  store  at  Battenville.  In  1854  he 
visited  Kansas  with  the  first  Colony  sent  out  by  the 
New  England  Society,  under  the  leadership  of  Eli 
Thayer.  That  year  he  became  a citizen  of  Leaven- 
worth. When  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  he  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  ist  Kansas 
Cavalry ; he  commanded  his  troops  successfully  at 
the  battle  of  Little  Blue,  in  November,  1861,  and 
the  following  year  was  on  duty  in  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, Mississippi  and  Alabama.  On  resigning  he 
resumed  his  duties  as  postmaster  of  Leavenworth, 
to  which  position  he  had  been  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  in  April,  1861.  In  1863  he  was  elected 
mayor  by  a large  majority,  and  his  administration 
was  characterized  by  a vigorous  policy  and  great 
progressiveness.  Since  IMay,  1871,  he  has  been 
known  as  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Leavenworth 
Times. 


CoGGF^siiALL.  The  Coggeshalls,  with  whom  the 
Anthonys  became  allied  through  the  marriage  of 
(HI)  William  Anthony  to  Mary  Coggeshall,  as 
related  in  the  foregoing,  are  descended  from  John 
Coggeshall.  who  was  the  first  president  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  Coggeshalls  were  of  an  ancient  family 
in  the  County  of  Essex.  England,  possessing  ten 
manors  and  estates  in  Essex'  and  Suffolk.  Their 
coat  of  arms  is  one  of  the  olde.st  in  English  heraldry. 
Back  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries  the  Cog- 
geshall name  was  written  with  the  preiiosition— de 
Coggeshall. 

John  Coggeshall.  the  first,  arrived  in  Boston  on 
the  ship  “Lyon.”  Sept.  16,  1632,  settled  eventually 
in  Newport  and  died  there.  He  settled  earliest  in 


Roxbury,  IMass.,  removing  in  the  spring  of  1634  to 
Boston,  where  he  held  many  prominent  offices  in 
church  and  state.  “On  the  nth  of  Sept.,  1634,  he 
appears  as  one  of  the  first  Board  of  Selectmen  of 
Boston,  together  with  Winthrop,  Coddington,  Un- 
derhill, Oliver,  ^tc.,  etc.  * * ^ the  first  Gen- 
eral Court  of  ^Massachusetts,  that  of  May  14,  1634, 
he  heads  the  list  of  deputies  from  Boston,  who 
were  John  Coggeshall,  Edmund  Quincy  and  John 
Underhill.”  On  the  banishment  of  the  celebrated 
Anne  Hutchinson,  Coggeshall,  who  was  one  of  her 
most  staunch  supporters  and  defenders,  was  re- 
moved from  office  anel  compelled  to  depart — 1637- 
38.  Eighteen  men,  including  William  Coddington, 
John  Clarke,  the  Hutchinson  family  and  himself, 
by  advice  of  Roger  Williams,  who  was  already  in 
Providence,  now  purchased  the  island  of  Aquid- 
neck  from  the  Narragansett  sachems,  and  here  a 
civil  organization  was  effected  based  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  religious  liberty.  They  first  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  town  of  Portsmouth  near  the  north  end 
of  the  island.  This  little  colony  grew  so  rapidly  that 
enlargement  soon  became  necessary  and  a settle- 
ment was  made  on  the  south  end  of  the  island  which 
resulted  in  the  founding  of  Newport.  In  1647  Cog- 
geshall was  elected  president  of  Rhode  Island,  with 
Roger  Y’illiams  as  assistant  for  Providence,  Wil- 
liam Coddington  for  Newport,  and  Randall  Holden 
for  Warwick.  John  Coggeshall  assisted  to  found 
two  cities,  two  states  and  two  separate  and  inde- 
pendent governments.  He  died  in  office  Nov.  27, 
1647,  aged  about  fifty-six  years,  and  was  buried 
upon  his  estate  in  Newport.  Here  also  lies 
his  wife,  IMary,  who  survived  him  thirty- 
seven  years,  dying  Dec.  19,  1684,  aged  eighty-nine 
years.  Here  also  lies  his  eldest  son,  John,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father’s  estate,  and  filled  various  im- 
portant offices  in  the  colony,  for  more  than  forty 
years,  dying  Oct.  i,  1708,  in  his  ninetieth  year. 
And  here  is  the  last  resting-place  of  Abraham 
Redwood,  the  founder  of  Redwood  Library,  and 
his  wife,  Martha  Coggeshall ; also  William  Ellery, 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  who  was 
related  to  the  Coggeshalls  by  marriage,  with  all  his 
family,  excejM  Lucy,  the  mother  of  the  distinguished 
divine  Dr.  William  Ellery  Channing.  Over  the  re- 
mains of  the  first  President  of  the  Colony  and  his 
consort  has  been  erected  a granite  obelisk.  The 
name  of  John  Coggeshall  with  the  date  of  his 
presidency  may  be  seen  in  one  of  the  memorial  win- 
dows of  the  Metropolitan  IM.  E.  Church,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C..  contributed  by  one  of  his  descendants. 

IMajor  John  Coggeshall,  his  eldest  son,  was  born 
in  England  in  1618  * * * and  was  fourteen  years 
old  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Boston 
in  1632.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1647 
came  into  possession  of  most  of  his  large  estate.  * 

* * IMajor  John  Coggeshall  was  long  and  often 

in  office,  for  nearly  half  a century,  exhibiting  em- 
inent executive  ability.  He  was  commissioner  for 
Newport,  upon  the  union  of  the  four  towns  and  re- 
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organization  of  the  government,  Aug.  31,  1654,  also 
at  the  last  election  under  the  old  charter,  l\Iay  22, 
1663.  * * * He  was  one  of  the  original  grantees 
of  the  royal  charter  of  1663,  and  at  the  first  general 
election  under  that  charter,  Alay  4,  1664,  he  was 
elected  one  of  five  assistants,  with  Gov.  Benedict 
Arnold  and  Deputy  Gov.  William  Brenton ; also 
1665,  1670,  1671,  1674,  1676.  He  was  treasurer  of 
the  colony  in  1664,  1665,  1666,  1683,  1684.  1686; 
and  was  Deputy  for  Newport  Oct.  25,  1665,  etc. 
In  1684  he  was  chosen  major-general  of  the  forces 
on  the  island.  He  was  deputy  Governor  in  1686, 
and  several  other  years  was  chosen  governor,  but 
declined  to  serve.  * * -1=  nien  of  his 

time  exerted  greater  influence  or  rendered  the  col- 
ony such  faithful  and  efficient  service. 

JOHN  HOWARD  WORGAN,  M.  D.,  of 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  belongs  to  one  of  the  representa- 
tive families  of  New  England,  one  which  has  many 
distinguished  members,  especially  in  the  medical 
profession. 

John  Avery  Morgan,  father  of  Dr.  Morgan, 
was  born  March  15,  1809,  in  the^town  of  Groton, 
east  of  Poquonock,  in  Connecticut,  and  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  20,  1833,  to  Almira  E.  Brown,  daughter 
of  Ichabod  and  Lucy  Brown,  of  Stonington.  She 
died  IMarch  20,  1839,  the  mother  of  two  children : 
IMary  Almira,  born  Eeb.  ii,  1835,  died  April  22, 
1839;  and  Erances  Ellen,  born  IMay  20,  1837, 

April  29,  1838.  John  Avery  ^Morgan  was  married 
(second)  Nov.  28,  1842,  to  Susan  Amelia  Pendle- 
ton, daughter  of  Gen.  Nathan  Pendleton,  of  North 
Stonington,  and  they  had  issue : John  Howard, 
born  Jan.  30,  1844;  Susan  Amelia,  born  Aug.  18, 
1848,  died  Dec.  26,  1848;  Henry  Pendleton,  born 
Nov.  27,  1849,  married  Oct.  12,  1875,  Annie  Can- 
non; Phebe  Esther,  born  IMay  17,  1853,  married 
Jan.  7,  1882,  John  Rainsford  Slater;  Charles 
Avery,  born  Oct.  22,  1855,  married  Eeb.  22,  1888, 
Clara  Tilford  Rogers ; and  Harriet,  born  July  2, 
1857,  married  Alay  26,  1886,  Charles  Perkins  Cot- 
trell. 

John  Avery  Morgan  was  at  one  time  in  busi- 
ness at  Hartford,  and  later,  in  association  with 
Enoch  Burrows  Pendleton,  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  afterward  engaged  in  a mercantile  business  at 
IMystic,  Conn.  In  1849  he  became  the  first  cashier 
of  the  Pawcatuck  National  Bank,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  remained  for  thirty  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred Jan.  6,  1883.  He  was  a member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  until  the  formation  of  the 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  being  one  of  the  constit- 
uent members  of  that  church.  He  was  always 
active  in  the  promotion  of  school  affairs  in  Pawca- 
tuck. 

Dr.  John  Howard  Morgan,  of  the  above  family, 
was  born  at  Pendleton  Hill,  Conn.,  Jan.  30,  1844, 
but  spent  his  school  days  at  Westerly,  R.  1.  After 
completing  his  literary  education  he  became  a clerk 
in  the  postoffice.  On  iMay  26,  1862,  he  enlisted  for 


service  in  the  Civil  war,  entering  Company  B,  9th 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  served  three  months. 
He  then  re-enlisted  Sept.  2,  1862,  and  was  ap- 
pointed second  sergeant  of  Company  H,  in  the 
same  regiment,  in  which  he  served  until  Aug.  17, 
1863.  After  his  return  from  the  army.  Dr.  Morgan 
entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  and  while 
performing  the  duties  of  clerk  in  the  Niantic  Bank, 
prepared  himself  for  entrance  to  the  New  York 
University,  under  Dr.  W\  H.  Wilbur,  of  Westerly. 
He  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1868  and  from  June 
of  that  year  until  April,  1869,  he  was  interne  in 
the  New  York  City  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  from  the 
latter  date  until  April,  1870,  occupied  a similar  po- 
sition in  the  Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital.  From 
1870  until  1879  he  conducted  a large  private  prac- 
tice m New  York  Ci-ty,  but  in  November  of  the  lat- 
ter year  removed  to  Westerly,  R.  I.  His  position 
on  the  staff  of  Blackwell's  Island  Hospital  gave 
him  such  extended  experience  that  few  physicians 
in  this  city  are  more  thoroughly  qualified  to  handle 
those  mysterious  maladies  of  the  mind  which  bring 
on  diseases  of  the  body.  These  experiences  have 
been  fruitful  sources  of  discussion,  and  have 
brought  forward  a number  of  interesting  and  valu- 
able medical  papers  from  Dr.  ^Morgan’s  pen.  A 
notable  article  which  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Times  was  entitled,  ‘‘Diphtheria:  Some 
cases  bearing  on  its  mode  of  propagation,”  and 
another : “A  case  of  aneurism  of  the  descending 
aorta  producing  caries  of  dorsal  vertebrae,”  which 
occupies  a prominent  place  in  Wl.  i.  Part  6, 
“Transactions  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  So- 
ciety.” Dr.  ^Morgan’s  specialty  is  in  the  line  of 
nervous  disease  and  physical  cure  along  the  line  of 
psychological  treatment.  A notable  paper  given  to 
the  public  was  on  injury  to  the  cervical  portion  of 
the  spinal  cord.  These  papers  with  many  others 
have  been  prepared  while  Dr.  Morgan  is  giving 
close  attention  to  an  absorbing  practice,  and  is  tak- 
ing his  part  in  the  public  life  of  the  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  IMedico-Legal  Society,  the  State  ^ 
Medical  Society  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of‘ 
the  Washington  County  IMedical  Society,  of  which 
he  was  president,  and  since  1889  has  been  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  also  belongs  to  the  American 
Medical  Association.*  Since  1884,  he  has  been  med- 
ical e.xaminer  of  tbe  town  of  Westerly. 

Outside  his  medical  connections,  Dr.  Morgan 
was  clerk  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  Westerly, 
Since  1890  he  has  been  school  trustee,  chairman  of 
the  board,  and  was  elected  a member  of  the  school 
committee  to  serve  from  1903  until  1906,  re-elected 
in  the  latter  year  to  serve  until  1909. 

Dr.  John  Howard  Alorgan  was  married  Oct. 
12,  1875,  in  New  York  City,  to  Phebe  Anna  Ben- 
jamin, daughter  of  Joseph  Reid  Benjamin.  She 
died  Jan.  17,  1900.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Susan  Amelia,  born  xA.ug.  18,  1876,  was  married 
Dec.  25,  1899,  to  Arthur  Eugene  Vars,  who  died 
at  Chicago,  111.,  in  March,  1904;  Amy,  born  June 
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21,  1879,  died  Jan.  15,  1882;  Helen  St.  Clair,  born 
Jan.  17,  1884,  married  Oct.  12,  1903,  Charles  Fran- 
cis Richards,  of  New  York  City;  and  Dorothy, 
born  July  14,  1891. 

Henry  Pendleton  IMorgan,  born  Nov.  27,  1849, 
was  married  Oct.  12,  1875,  to  Annie  Cannon,  and 
their  children  are:  Hugh  Pendleton,  born  July  5, 
1876,  Pawcatuck;  Edith  Louise,  born  Dec.  19, 
1878,  Westerly;  Florence  Cannon,  born  March  17, 
1880,  Westerly;  Francis  IMiner,  born  Jan.  25,  1882, 
M'esterly;  Henry  Avery,  born  Oct.  12,  1890,  Provi- 
dence; Ruth  Grant,  born  jNIarch  5,  1892,  Provi- 
dence ; and  Harriet  Elida,  born  May  29,  1894,  at 
Providence.  Henry  P.  IMorgan  was  treasurer  of 
the  Xiantic  Savings  Bank,  and  later  went  to  Kan- 
sas, but  is  now  a resident  of  Niagara,  New  York. 

Charles  A.  IMorgan,  born  Oct.  22,  1855,  spent 
his  boyhood  days  in  M'esterly,  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  then  spent  a year  at  sea.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  entered  the  insurance  office  of 
his  uncle,  James  M.  Pendleton,  and  in  1888  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  James  M.  Pendle- 
ton & Co.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Pendleton  in 
1889,  he  bought  out  the  business  and  has  conducted 
it  ever  since,  representing  the  Home  New  York 
Insurance  Company,  the  .Etna,  the  Hartford  and 
the  Phoenix.  Since  1875  been  a resident  of 

Westerly,  but  he  has  kept  out  of  political  life.  Mr. 
Morgan  was  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Clara 
T.  Rogers,  daughter  of  George  F.  Rogers. 

GEORGE  NICHOLS  CRANDALL,  one  of  the 
successful  business  men  and  most  Highly  respected 
citizens  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  died  at  his  home  in 
that  city  Aug.  17,  1902,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  nine  months,  twenty  days.  He 
belonged  to  one  of  the  old  families  of  Charlestown, 
R.  I.,  Charlestown  being  his  birthplace. 

The  Charlestown  Crandalls  and  those  of  West- 
erly, of  which  town  Charlestown  at  one  time  formed 
a part,  spring  from  the  Newport  family,  the  pro- 
genitor of  which,  (I)  John  Crandall,  is  said  to  have 
come  to  Boston  in  1634  or  1635,  but  being  perse- 
cuted on  account  of  his  Baptist  principles  removed 
to  Providence  and  later  to  Newport.  He  was  early 
associated  with  the  Baptists  at  the  latter  place, 
subsequently  becoming  the  first  elder  of  that  de- 
nomination at  Westerly.  In  1660  he  became  as- 
sociated with  others  in  the  purchase  of  the  Mis- 
quamicutt  tract  of  land  on  the  Pawcatuck  river, 
now  known  as  Westerly.  M'ith  other  founders  of 
Westerly  Mr.  Crandall  settled  on  the  IMisquamicutt 
land  before  1665.  He  was  commissioner  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  served  as  deputy  from  both  Newport 
and  We.«.terly,  and  in  other  capacities  which  evi- 
dence that  he  was  a man  of  importance. 

. Through  the  seven  sons  of  Elder  Crandall — 
Jacr*b.  James,  I'eter,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Jeremiah  and 
Eber — the  name  became  a common  one  and  the 
familv  numerous  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  late  George  N.  Crandall,  alluded  to  in  the 


foregoing,  was  a son  of  George  N.  and  Thankful 
(Greene)  Crandall,  and  as  well  sprang  from  early 
Rhode  Island  families  on  his  mother’s  side,  she 
being  a direct  descendant  of  John  Greene,  of  Kings 
Towne,  R.  I.,  who  came  to  Narragansett  about  1639, 
living  in  the  family  of  Richard  Smith.  From  this 
John  Greene,  the  Christian  name  of  whose  wife 
was  Joan,  the  descent  of  Mrs.  Crandall  was  through 
Benjamin  Greene,  of  North  Kingstown  and  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  his  wife  Humility;  John 
Greene  (2),  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  and  his  wife 
IMary  Aylesworth ; Amos  Greene,  of  Charlestown, 
R.  i.,  and  his  wife  Amy  Knowles ; and  Henry 
Greene,  of  Charlestown,  Rhode  Island. 

The  lineage  of  IMr.  Crandall  on  his  father’s  side 
from  the  ancestor  and  settler,  John  Crandall,  is 
through  Jeremiah  Crandall,  James,  Oliver  and 
George  Nichols.  These  generations  in  detail  follow 
in  regular  order. 

(H)  Jeremiah  Crandall,  son  of  John  the  settler, 
married  Priscilla  Warner,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann 
(Gorton)  Warner,  and  lived  at  Newport  and  West- 
erly, R.  I.  They  died,  he  in  1718,  and  she  in  1750. 
Their  children  were : Jeremiah,  born  June  25, 
1702;  Ann;  John,  born  Oct.  4,  1704;  Hannah; 
James,  born  Sept.  4,  1706;  Experience,  born  Dec. 
28,  1709;  Patience;  Susanna,  born  March  ii,  1715; 
and  Mary,  born  May  13,  1717. 

(HI)  James  Crandall,  born  Sept.  4,  1706,  mar- 
ried (probably)  (first)  Feb.  27,  1742,  Damarius 
Kenyon,  of  Charlestown.  Their  children  of  Wes- 
terly town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  were: 
Eunice,  born  Jan.  24,  1743-44;  Ezekiel,  Oct.  ii, 
1746;  Damarius,  Sept.  8,  1749;  Enoch,  Nov.  i, 
1752;  Christopher,  Sept,  ii,  1755;  Augustus, 
March  27,  1761;  Cynthia,  Feb.  4,  1763;  Charlotte, 
May  10,  1764;  and  James,  July  l6^  1766.  It  was 
probably  the  father  of  these  who  married  (second) 
at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  June  26,  1768,  he  being  then  re- 
ferred to  as  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Saunders,  born  Dec.  15,  1736,  of  Westerly,  widow 
of  Elisha  Saunders,  and  daughter  of  Oliver  Chase 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  ((Cleveland)  Chase,  of 
Berkley,  Mass.,  until  about  1740,  when  he  removed 
to  Westerly.  The  children  born  to  James  and 
Elizabeth,  the  eldest  in  Charlestown,  R.  L,  and  the 
others  likely  in  Westerly,  where  they  are  of  town 
record,  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  8,  1769;  Mary, 
Aug.  3,  1771;  Oliver,  Sept.  30,  1773;  Damarius, 
July  26  (?),  1776;  Nancy,  Sept.  4,  1778;  and 
Fanny. 

(IV)  Oliver  Crandall,  son  of  James,  born  Sept. 
30,  T773,  was  a well  known  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends. 

(V)  George  Nichols  Crandall,  son  of  Oliver, 
married  Thankful  Greene,  and  they  lived  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  occupied  in  farm- 
ing, being  an  extensive  land  owner.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Patience,  who  married  Jonathan 
Tucker;  Ruth  Ann,  who  married  Angus  Monroe; 
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Thankful,  who  married  Thomas  Arnold  Pierce ; 
George  Nichols,  mentioned  below;  William,  who 
married  Catharine  Babcock,  of  Charlestown,  sister 
of  the  first  wife  of  George  N. ; and  Beriah — all  of 
whom  are  deceased. 

(VI)  George  Nichols  Crandall,  son  of  George 
Nichols  and  Thankful  (Greene)  Crandall,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Charlestown  Oct.  27,  1819,  and  for 
half  a century  was  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Attleboro,  Mass.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  on  the  farm,  and  his  education  acquired  in 
the  local  schools.  As  a boy  he  became  a clerk  in  a 
grocery  store  in  Westerly,  and  when  of  age  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Seeger  under  the 
firm  name  of  Crandall  & Seeger.  They  carried  on 
a grocery  in  the  town  of  Westerly,  the  partnership 
lasting  for  six  years,  when  Mr.  Crandall  bought  out 
]\Ir.  Seeger’s  interest  and  then  for  two  years  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Natick,  in  the  town  of 
W'arwick,  Kent  Co.,  R.  L,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  and  was  also  postmaster.  There  he 
continued  until  1855,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved 
to  Attleboro,  at  which  place  he  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business,  having  as  a partner  George  A. 
Whipple.  Their  business  was  located  on  Park 
street,  and  the  firm  name  of  Whipple  & Crandall 
soon  became  well  known  to  the  people  of  Attleboro 
and  vicinity.  They  remained  together  until  1866, 
when  Mr.  Crandall  bought  out  Mr.  Whipple’s  in- 
terest, and  carried  the  business  on  by  himself  until 
he  sold  it  to  Lucius  Z.  Carpenter.  The  remainder  of 
his  life  was  then  devoted  to  the  real  estate  which 
he  had  acquired.  He  built  a fine  home  on  North 
!Main  street,  and  there  his  death  occurred  Aug.  17, 
1902,  after  a short  illness.  His  remains  rest  in 
\Voodlawn  cemetery,  where  a handsome  monument 
marks  his  last  resting  place. 

Mr.  Crandall  was  a stanch  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  was  a veteran  member  of 
Company  C Association,  one  of  the  oldest  Republi- 
can clubs  in  the  State.  In  1881  he  represented  the 
town  of  Attleboro  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
was  a man  of  influence  in  that  body.  For  three 
years  he  was  selectman  of  the  town,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a member  of  the  board  of  assessors, 
and  several  years  of  the  board  of  health.  For  eigh- 
teen years  he  was  special  commissioner  of  Bristol 
county.  Mass.,  for  fourteen  years  justice  of  the 
peace.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  vice  president  of 
the  Attleboro  Gas  Light  Company,  and  was  also 
a director  of  the  Attleboro  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  and  one  of  the  assistant  engineers  of  the 
Attleboro  Fire  District,  which  was  formed  in  1859. 

iNIr.  Crandall  was  a well  read  man,  and  was  a 
deep  student  of  law.  With  his  knowledge  of  pub- 
lic affairs  generally  through  his  long  service  as  an 
official  he  figured  as  an  adviser  and  assistant  to 
the  principal  in  many  cases  before  the  United  States 
and  Bristol  County  courts.  He  was  a man  of  de- 
cided action,  and  he  meant  what  he  said,  and  there 


was  never  any  mistaking  his  meaning.  He  was 
a man  of  domestic  tastes  and  in  public  and  private 
life  was  a man  of  honor  and  integrity.  His  frater- 
nal connection  was  with  Oriental  Lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Attleboro. 

Mr.  Crandall  was  twice  married.  In  1844  ^'‘6 
wedded  Maria  S.  Babcock,  daughter  of  Jesse  Bab- 
cock, of  Charlestown,  R.  1.  She  died  in  Attleboro 
in  1856,  leaving  one  son,  George  H.  Mr.  Crandall 
married  (second)  in  Attleboro,  May  19,  1858,  Fran- 
ces A.  Martin,  who  was  born  in  that  town,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Alfred  and  Bebe  (Dean)  Martin,  the 
former  a well-known  dentist  and  son  of  Hale  Mar- 
tin. Mrs.  Crandall  still  occupies  the  old  home, 
having  as  her  companion  her  niece  Miss  Kenyon, 
and  she  is  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 

WIGHTMAN.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
distinguished  families  of  New  England  is  that  of 
Wightman,  which  was  founded  in  this  country  by 
one  George  Wdghtman,  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  the  Narragansett  country.  However, 
in  its  earliest  history  the  family  seems  to  have  been 
of  Scottish  origin,  at  any  rate  prominent  in  the 
Scottish  border  in  very  early  times.  There  is  a 
Scottish  crest  and  coat  of  arms  belonging  to  these 
original  Wightmans,  a description  of  which  is 
on  record  at  the  Lion  King-of-Arms,  Edinburgh. 
The  crest  of  the  Scottish  arms  of  this  family  is  a 
demi-savage  wielding  a club  and  the  motto  is : 
“A  Wightman  never  wanted  a weapon.”  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  branch  of  the  family  are  still 
quite  numerous  in  Scotland,  and  to  some  extent  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  The  late  Hon.  Jo- 
seph V’ightman,  for  some  time  speaker  of  the 
Prince  Edward  Island  Legislature,  and  whose  life- 
size  portrait  adorns  the  Legislative  chamber  in 
Charlottetown,  was  a member  of  the  Scottish 
branch  of  this  family. 

But  the  Rhode  Island  Wightmans  here  under 
consideration  are  of  the  English  stock.  According 
to  family  tradition,  some  members  of  the  Scottish 
family  in  very  early  times,  probably  the  beginning 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  emigrated  to  the  County 
of  Middlesex,  England,  founding  the  English 
branch  bearing  this  name.  The  earliest  records 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  family  date  about 
1552,  and  pertain  to  one  William  Wightman,  Esq. 
This  man,  the  date  of  whose  birth  is  uncertain, 
died  in  the  year  1579,  and  was,  presumably,  well 
advanced  in  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  period  of  his  life  was  coincident 
with  the  stirring  period  of  the  English  Reforma- 
tion. And  it  seems  more  than  probable  that  his 
services  rendered  to  the  Reform  cause  brought  him 
into  the  prominence  which  he  certainly  achieved. 
He  lived  twenty-seven  years  in  the  Harrow  Rec- 
torv  of  “Harrow  on  the  Hill.”  If  he  ended  his 
days  in  the  rectory,  as  seems  to  be  tbe  case,  he 
began  to  occupy  it  in  1552,  just  one  year  before  the 
death  of  Edward  VL,  when  the  Reformation  had 
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come  to  a position  of  dominance  in  England.  It 
is  quite  likely  that  the  King  himself  appointed  him 
to  this  residence.  That  he  had  some  important  and 
special  relationship  to  this  historic  church  is  certain 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  figures  in  brass  of  him- 
self, his  wife  and  five  children  within  the  church ; 
his  tomb  is  also  within  this  church.  These  facts 
are  vouched  for  by  Lysons,  in  his  “Environs  of 
London,”  dated  1790.  The  English  coat  of  arms 
was  granted  to  this  man,  and  through  him  to  the 
family  generally,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1562.  It 
will  he  seen  that  this  is  the  same  year  in  which  the 
first  convocation  of  bishops  was  held  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  after  the  bloody  period  of 
i\Iary.  It  is  supposed  that  the  coat  of  arms  was 
granted  in  recognition  of  services  rendered  the 
Church  in  these  times  of  peril. 

The  heraldic  description  of  the  \\'ightman  arms 
(English)  found  in  the  Heraldic  Office,  London, 
is  as  follows:  Arms:  Argent  on  a bend,  engrailed, 
gules,  between  3 Cornish  cloughs  proper — as  many 
leopards'  faces,  or.  Crest:  A stork  argent,  winged 
sable,  membered  gules,  holding  in  the  mouth  a 
snake  winding  round  the  body,  vert.  There  was  no 
motto  on  the  grant,  but  the  name  Wightman  is 
usually  found  in  place  of  the  motto.  Derivatively 
the  name  signifies  “the  man  of  strength,”  and  in 
all  probability  was  intended  to  be  the  family  motto 
in  itself.  In  this  respect  it  is,  in  sentiment,  exactly 
the  same  as  the  Scottish  motto.  This  coat  of  arms 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Wightmans  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  for  centuries,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  their  having  relation- 
ship to  the  ^\'illiam  Wfightman  to  whom  the  arms 
were  first  granted. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  Edward  Wightman,  the 
Martyr  of  Burton-upon-Trent,  was  a son  of  William, 
above  mentioned,  but  the  traditions  of  the  family, 
as  well  as  documentary  evidence,  indicate  that  he 
was  closel}-  related,  and  probably  co-heir,  with  the 
members  of  \\’illiam’s  family.  This  Wightman  has 
the  melancholy  distinction  of  being  the  last  martyr 
by  fire  in  England.  It  is  ])robable  that  he  was  a 
deposed  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  or  a 
Puritan  minister.  At  all  events  he  was  a preacher, 
and  was  convicted  of  heresy  by  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield  and  Coventry  on  the  14th  of  December, 
i6ir.  and  condemned.  He  was  delivered  over  to 
the  secular  power,  to  use  the  language  of  the  day, 
and  his  body  was  reduced  to  ashes  at  Lichfield  on 
the  iith  of  April,  1612.  It  is  said  he  died  so  cheer- 
fully, and  yet  so  cruelly,  that  the  popular  feeling 
created  was  so  great  the  authorities  feared  to  de- 
liver another  who  had  been  condemned  to  the  same 
fate.  The  times  in  which  he  lived  and  died  were 
coincident  with  the  Puritan  reaction  in  England, 
as  the  extreme  Reformers  were  called,  and  Edward 
Wightman’s  heresy  seems  to  have  been  simply  an 
extreme  reaction  from  the  Established  order.*  At 
the  time  of  his  martyrdom  he  had  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  The  sons  were  John 


and  Samuel.  John  was  born  in  1599,  being  thirteen 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  Samuel 
was  but  an  infant  of  eight  months.  His  wife’s 
name  was  Frances  Darbye,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1593. 

The  Wightmans  of  the  South,  of  whom  the 
late  Rev.  William  May  Wightman,  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  may  be  men- 
tioned as  a conspicuous  representative,  were  mem- 
bers of  the  same  general  family. 

(I)  George  Wightman,  as  previously  men- 

tioned, was  the  first  of  the  name  in  America.  It 
is  impossible  to  trace  all  the  descendants  of  Edward 
Wightman,  but  one  fact  at  least  is  regarded  as 
settled,  viz.,  that  George  Wightman  was  the  son  of 
John  and  grandson  of  the  martyr.  He  was  born 
in  1632,  and  came  to  America  about  the  year  1657. 
He  settled  in  North  Kingstown,  in  what  was  then 
called  the  “Providence  Plantations,  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island.”  His  motives  for  leaving  England 
do  not  seem  to  be  clear.  As  he  seems  to  have  been 
possessed  of  considerable  material  wealth,  it  would 
seem  that  it  was  not  for  material  gain  that  he  came 
to  Rhode  Island.  The  time  of  his  immigration  was 
during  the  Cromwell  Protectorate,  and  perhaps 
the  disturbed  condition  of  political  and  religious 
affairs  in  England  had  something  to  do  with  his 
removal.  He  died  in  January,  1722.  His  will,  a 
very  interesting  document,  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  He  makes  many  bequests  of  farms 
and  money  to  his  children  and  others,  among  which 
was  “twenty  shillings  to  buy  wine  for  the  congre- 
gation to  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper.”  Also  an 
old  Bible  is  mentioned,  which  he  "brought  out  of 
England,”  and  which  is  still  in  existence.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Updike  in  Rhode  Island.  She  was 
born  in  1644,  died  in  1722  ( ?).  They  had  issue 
as  follows:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  July  26,  1664, 
married  Alexander  Huling,  and  died  in  1756.  (2) 

Alice  (Aylie),  born  Dec.  29,  1666,  married  Samiuel 
Wait,  and  died  in  1747.  (3)  Daniel,  born  Jan.  2, 

1668,  died  Aug.  31,  1750.  (4)  Sarah,  born  Feb. 

25,  1671,  married  (first)  William  Colins,  and  (sec- 
ond) a Peterson.  (5)  George,  born  Jan.  8,  1673, 

died  in  1761.  He  married  (first)  Elizabeth -, 

and  (second)  Sarah  Ladd.  (6)  John,  born  April 
16,  1674,  died  in  1750.  He  married  (first)  Jan.  6, 

1700,  Jane  Bentley,  and  (second)  Virtue  . 

(7)  Samuel,  born  Jan.  9,  1676.  (8)  Valentine, 

born  April  16,  1681,  died  June  9,  1747.  He  mar- 
ried Feb.  17,  1703,  Susannah  Holmes.  .Two  of 
these  sons,  Daniel  and  \’alentine,  were  prominent 
Baptist  clergyman.  \'alentine,  the  youngest, 
planted  the  Baptist  Church  in  Connecticut  and 
New  York.  A monument  to  his  memory  was 
erected  in  Groton,  Coiin.,  and  unveiled  with  im- 
I)Osing  ceremony  in  1890.  Through  Daniel,  how- 
ever, we  trace  the  present  line  of  descent. 

(II)  Rev.  Daniel  Wightman,  the  third  child  of 
George  Wightman,  Sr,,  was  ordained  in  1704  as 
assistant  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of 
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Newport,  R.  L,  where  in  clue  time  he  became  first 
pastor,  and  had  a continuous  pastorate  in  that 
church  for  about  fifty  years.  He  is  buried  in  the 
Newport  cemetery.  He  was  married  three  times, 

to  Catherine  Holmes,  Mary  and  Catherine 

Gardiner,  respectively,  and  left  children  as  follows : 
By  the  first  marriage:  two  daughters  of  whom  we 
have  no  record ; and  by  the  second  marriage  three 
children:  George,  born  in  1703;  Elizabeth,  in  1705;. 
and  Daniel,  in  1707. 

George  Wightman,  son  of  Rev.  Daniel, 
born  in  1703,  married  Mary  Clark. 

^IV)  Lieut.-Col.  George  \\’ightman,  son  of 
George,  was  born  Nov.  4,  1726,  and  would  conse- 
quently be  fifty  years  old  when  the  Revolutionary 
war  broke  out.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  became 
one  of  the  Loyalist  exiles,  and  shared  in  the  grants 
of  land  made  by  the  government  in  what  was  then 
Nova  Scotia ; but  as  his  family  were  pretty  well 
grown  up  and  scattered  during  the  war,  he  seems 
to  have  preferred  going  to  England  rather  than  face 
life  at  his  age  in  a new  and  unsettled  country.  He 
consequently  went  to  England.  He  seems  to  have 
had  means  to  keep  a very  comfortable  place  in  Lon- 
don, where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent.  It  is  said 
that  apart  from  private  means,  and  what  the  gov- 
ernment gave  as  compensation  for  his  services  and 
losses,  he  had  the  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, whom  he  greatly  aided  while  in  Amer- 
ica. He  died  in  London  about  the  year  1806,  aged 
about  eighty  years.  On  Dec.  21,  1746,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Waite,  of  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  after  remov- 
ing to  London  he  married  a second  time,  by  which 
union  he  had  two  children,  a son  and  a daughter. 
This  son,  Percy,  died  in  Egypt  of  sunstroke  while 
traveling  as  private  secretary  of  Lord  Amherst. 
During  a considerable  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  Lieut.-Col.  Wightman  commanded  the  regi- 
ment known  as  the  “Loyal  New  Englanders,” 
which  he  had  been  instrumental  in  recruiting. 
Lieut.  John  Wightman,  of  the  same  regiment,  was 
his  son.  Of  the  issue  of  Lieut.-Col.  Wightman,  a 
complete  record  is  not  on  hand,  but  so  far  as  avail- 
able is  as  follows : To  the  first  union  were  born : 
Holmes,  John,  William,  Elizabeth,  Frederick, 
Waite,  George,  Mary,  \’alentine  and  Daniel.  Of 
these  Lieut.  John,  born  March  4,  1749,  died  Dec. 
23,  1819,  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  where  he  settled. 

Lieut.  William  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Hob- 
kirk’s  Hill,  and  subsequently  died.  George,  born  in 
1756,  died  in  Rhode  Island.  Of  the  children  born 
to  the  second  marriage,  Percy,  born  in  London, 
died  in  Egypt,  and  the  daughter,  born  in  London, 
\yas  married  there. 

(V)  Holmes  Wightman,  son  of-  Col.  George, 
was  born  Jan.  6,  1748,  and  married  April  12,  1768, 
Comfort  Bullock,  of  Relioboth.  IMass.  Holmes 
ightman  .died  Jan.  18,  1817,  his  widow  surviving 
until  Feb.  19,  1818.  Both  were  buried  in  the 
ightman  burying-ground  in  North  Kingstown. 
" (VI)  Capt.  John  Wightman,  son  of  Holmes, 


was  born  in  North  Kingstown  Oct.  24,  1782,  and 
married  Mary  Wightman,  lx)rn  at  East  Greenwich, 

R.  L,  Aug.  26,  1783,  who  died  Oct.  27,  i860,  he 
passing  away  July  24,  1830.  They  lived  all  their 
lives  on  Quidnessett  Neck,  in  North  Kingstown. 

(VH)  Henry  Holmes  Wightman,  son  of  Capt. 
John,  was  born  Dec.  14,  1805,  and  married  Dec. 

14,  f829,  Emily  Greene  Chadsey,  born  April  2, 
^1809,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Greene  and  Avis 
(Wightman)  Chadsey,  ancestral  records  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  these  volumes.  The 
children  of  Henry  Holmes  and  Emilv  Greene 
(Chadsey)  Wightman  were:  William  Henrv, 
born  Dec.  25,  1830;  George  Chadsey,  Jan.  4,. 
1833;  Avis  Maria,  Aug.  9,  1834;  Jeremiah  Chad- 
sey, July  27,  1836;  Joseph,  July  24,  1839;  Charles 
Lippitt,  July  20,  1840;  Hannah  Smith,  IMav  i,  1842 
(married  Reuben  Dame);  jMary  Comfort,  Vlarch 

1845  (married  a Vlr.  Gibson)  ; John  Albert  C., 
IMarch  i,  1847;  Alexander  Wilson  and  Waitv  Wil- 
son, twins,  April  22,  1848  (the  latter  of  whom  mar- 
ried Edward  Dean  ) ; and  Emily  Frances,  Jan.  28, 
1^0  (married  Dr.  Tobey  Nov.*  30,  1882). 

(VHI)  William  Henry  WmiixMAx,  son  of 
Henry  Holmes,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1830,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  North  Kingstown. 

In  1849  he  went  to  California  in  the  “Rollicking 
Closes,”  and  after  engaging  in  mining  and  mercan- 
tile pursuits  there  for  ten  years  returned  to  Rhode 
Island.  On  May  15,  1859,  he  married  Vliss  Hannah 
Vlelissa  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Tibbitts 
and  Abby  Carr  (Jones)  Reynolds,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children:  (i)  Emma  Jones  is  deceased; 

(2)  Stephen  Reynolds,  who  is  a wholesale  tobacco 
dealer  in  New  London,  Conn.,  married  Nellie 
Backus  Payne,  and  has  two  children,  Helen  and 
Betsy;  (3)  Victoria  Matilda  was  married  Jan.  20, 
1897,  to  Dr.  Guy  Bernard  Manzer,  of  Woodstock, 

N.  B.,  Canada;  (4)  Abby  May.  ^ 

^ The  marriage  of  Dr.  Guy  Bernard  Manzer  and 
Victoria  Matilda  Wightman  reunited  the  branch  of 
the  family  that  settled  in  Canada  with  that  which 
remained  in  the  United  States,  Dr.  Manzer  being  a 
descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  (I)  George 
Wightman,  the  first  American  ancestor,  through 
(H)  Rev.  Daniel  Wightman,  (HI)  George  Wight- 
man, (I\A  CoJ.  George  Wightman,  (V)  Lieut. 
John  Wightman,  (M)  Ann  Amy  Wightman  (who 
married  Samuel  Belyea),  (VII)  Robert  Bayard 
Belyea  and  (VHI)  Theresa  Elizabeth  Belyea  (who 
married  Bedford  Benjamin  Manzer).  The  first 
four  generations  have  already  been  mentioned. 

^ (V)  Lieut.  John  Wightman,  LTiited  Empire 

Loyalist,  born  in  Rhode  Island  Vlarch  4,  1749,  was 
the  son,  as  we  have  seen,  of  Lieut. -(Tol.  George 
Wightman,  and  an  officer  of  his  father's  regiment. 

He  would  be  about  twenty-seven  years  old  when 
the  war  broke  out.  At  the  close  of  the  strife  he 
came  with  the  Loyalists  of  1783  to  St.  John,  N.  B., 
and  became  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  city.  (He 
jt\-as  made  a freeman  of  the  city  of  St.  John  in  1795, 
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and  is  described  in  the  record  as  John  Wightman, 
gentleman. — D.  R.  J.)  His  property  was  on  the 
west  side  (Carleton).  He  held  a number  of  lots, 
as  the  records  will  show,  the  residence  of  the  late 
Robert  Salter,  and  the  property  now  occupied  by 
the  Carleton  Hethodist  Church  and  parsonage,  be- 
ing a part  of  it.  Besides  this  there  were  considera- 
ble estates  in  Cornwallis,  Nova  Scotia.  It  would 
seem  that  he  was  married  during,  or  just  before, 
the  war  to  a Newport  lady.  She  did  not  accom- 
pany her  husband  to  New  Brunswick  with  the  Loy- 
alists, but  came  the  following  year  with  her  infant 
son.  Lieut.  John  A\’ightman,  with  his  wife,  is  bur- 
ied in  the  old  Loyalist  burial-ground  in  Carleton 
(St.  John,  west),  the  graves  being  marked  by  mod- 
est slabs  of  marble  bearing  suitable  inscriptions. 
He  died  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Dec.  23,  1819.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth,  born  in  Rhode  Island  June  23, 
1759.  <^lied  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Aug.  24,  1824.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1780,  died  Aug.  12,  1793.  (2)  John,  born  in  1783, 

married  (first)  in  1810  and  (second)  in  1832,  and 
died  in  July,  1871.  (3)  Sarah  Ann,  born  in  1786, 

died  Oct.  22,  1821.  (4)  Ann  Amy,  born  Nov.  17, 

1793,  married  Samuel  Belyea.  (5)  Caroline  Eliza- 
beth married  Eeb.  4,  1827,  Robert  Slater,  of  New- 
port. Nova  Scotia. 

/ (VI)  Ann  Amy  Wightman,  born  Nov.  17,  1793, 
was  married  Oct.  21,  1809,  to  Samuel  Belyea,  born 
April  28,  1785.  Their  children  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: George  W.,  Nov.  27,  1812  (died  May  17, 
1895)  ; :\Iary  Ann,  Sept.  15,  1814;  Caroline  E.,  Jan. 
20,  1816;  John,  Oct.  5,  1821  (died  Aug.  5,  1903)  ; 
Samuel  Oct.  17,  1823;  William  H.,  Sept.  5, 
1825;  James,  Nov.  27,  1827  (died  May  29,  1906)  ; 
Robert  Bayard,  :May  7,  1830  (died  Jan.  18,  1884)  ; 
Amelia  Jane,  June  17,  1832;  Charles  B.,  Sept.  19, 
;I835. 

( VII)  Robert  Bayard  Belyea,  born  May  7,  1830, 
died  Jan.  18,  1884.  On  June  19,  1850,  he  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Belyea,  who  was  born  June  9,  1832, 
and  died  Jan.  18,  1884.  To  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows : ( i ) Theresa  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
3,  1852,  married  Bedford  B.  IManzer  Dec.  3,  1871. 

(2)  Alice  Maude  Mary,  born  June  28,  1853,  mar- 
ried John  A.  Atkinson,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1884. 

(3)  Wellington  Bayard,  born  April  14,  1855,  mar- 
ried Ida  May  Markee  June  18,  1881.  (4)  Antoin- 

ette Louisa,  born  Aug.  27,  1857,  died  July  24,  1882. 

(VHI)  Theresa  Elizabeth  Belyea,  born  Feb.  3, 
1852,  died  Nov.  2,  1907.  She  married  Bedford 
Benjamin  Manzer,  and  they  l>ecame’ the  parents  of 
two  children:  Guy  Bernard,  born  April  3,  1873, 
and  Edwin  Bayard,  born  June  4,  1878.  The  latter 
was  married  June  18,  1902,  to  Jessie  Louise  Neven 
Watt. 

(IX)  Guy  Bernard  IManzer,  born  April  3.  1873, 
was  married  Jan.  20,  1897,  to  Victoria  Matilda 
W ightman.  of  Providence.  R.  I.,  born  Jan.  to,  1872, 
and  they  have  had  two  children : Wightman  Bel- 


yea, born  Oct.  31,  1897,  and  Reynolds  Bayard,  born 
July  30,  1901- 


References : Rhode  Island  Genealogical  Register,  pp. 
226-229.  Narrapnsett  Historical  Register,  ten  pages.  Tini- 
low’s  History  of  Southington,  Conn.  Wightman  Memorial, 
pub.  1890,  Heraldic  Office,  London.  Sabine’s  History  of 
the  Loyalists.  The  Winslow  Papers  and  family  docu- 
ments. 

ARTHUR  W.  STANLEY,  of  Pawtucket, 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  J.  O.  Draper  Com- 
pany, is  one  of  the  city’s  progressive  and  success- 
ful business  men,  and  as  a citizen  enjoys  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Mr. 
Stanley  represents  the  ninth  generation  of  his  fam- 
ily in  America,  many  of  whom  have  been  distin- 
guished in  the  public  affairs  of  New  England  from 
its  earliest  settlement.  His  mother  was  a lineal 
descendant  of  Gov.  William  Bradford,  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Colony,  and  his  maternal  grandfather 
(Draper)  was  a captive  on  the  “Jersey”  prison 
ship,  carrying  to  his  grave  the  scars  on  his  wrists 
caused  by  the  chafing  of  the  chains. 

The  Stanley  family  is  one  of  long  and  honor- 
able standing  in  the  town  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
where  it  has  been  a numerous  one,  and  many  of 
its  members  have  been  prominent  there  and  else- 
where. They  descend  from  Matthew  Stanley, 
whom  Daggett  places  early  at  Alartha’s  Vineyard. 
He  was  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1646,  where  it  is  re- 
corded of  him  in  the  Alassachusetts  Historical  Col- 
lections : “Matthew  Stanley  was  fined  five  pounds, 
two  shillings,  six  pence  cost,  for  winning  the  affec- 
tion of  John  Tarbox  his  daughter  without  the 
parents’  consent.  The  latter  were  allowed  six  shil- 
lings for  their  attendance  in  court  for  three  days.” 
Some  of  the  descendants  of  this  Matthew  Stanley 
settled  in  Topsfield,  Mass.,  and  from  this  branch 
came  the  Attleboro  family. 

Samuel  Stanley,  son  of  Matthew,  born  in  1656, 
was  of  Topsfield.  He  married  Jemima  and  their 
children  were : Samuel,  Jacob,  Abigail,  Joseph, 
Sarah,  IMatthewb  iMary  and  John.  ■ The  sons  set- 
tled near  the  Falls  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  Samuel 
removing  there  as  early  as  1707.  From  these  have 
descended  a large  number  of  families  residing  in 
eastern  IMassachusetts  and  in  later  generations  in 
New  Plampshire  and  IMaine. 

Samuel  Stanley  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  born  Oct. 
24,  1678,  married  iMay  2,  1706,  Mary  Kenney,  and 
their  children  were : Abigail,  David,  Elizabeth, 
Hannah,  Jacob,  Jonathan,  IMatthew,  Ruth  and 
Samuel.  * 

Solomon  Stanley,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Arthur  W.,  wa^s  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
his  widow  receiving  a pension  for  his  services.  His 
son 

John  Stanley  was  born  Feb.  22,  1771,  in  Attle- 
boro. Mass.,  and  died  there  Oct.  9,  1862.  In  early 
life  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
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goods  at  Attleboro  Falls,  but  through  unfortunate 
circumstances  met  with  financial  reverses  and  about 
1820  went  to  the  State  of  Alaine,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  Later,  however,  he  returned  to  Attle- 
boro, where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent. 
He  possessed  a good  tenor  voice  and  was  very 
fond  of  music,  in  Alarch,  1859,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-eight  years,  singing  a solo,  “The  Pil- 
grim’s Farewell,”  and  playing  his  own  accompani- 
ment on  his  violin,  at  a concert  given  in  the  old 
town  church  at  Attleboro;  the  church  was  crowded 
to  its  utmost  capacity. 

On  Sept.  26,  1797,  John  Stanley  was  married 
to  Juliet  Marsh,  born  Jan.  30,  1776,  in  Foxboro, 
Alass.,  who  died  in  Attleboro  Feb.  23,  1853.  To 
this  union  were  born  children  as  follows ; Jacob 
Perry,  born  Alay  10,  1798;  Emily,  Dec.  3,  1799; 
Nabby,  Jan.  25,  1802;  Seneca  Marsh,  Feh.  15, 
1804;  Albert  Fisk,  April  28,  1806;  Selim  Augus- 
tus, July  14,  1809;  John  Herbert,  Dec.  10,  1811; 
Juliet,  Feb.  5,  1815;  George  Washington,  July  8, 
1817;  Osmyn  Alcides,  Feb.  18,  1822;  and  Delia 
Alelvina,  Aug.  5,  1824. 

John  Herbert  Stanley,  son  of  John,  was  born 
Dec.  10,  1811,  in  Attleboro,  Alass.,  where  his  death 
occurred  Alarch  15,  1894.  As  a young  man  he 
made  a whaling  voyage  of  three  years  and  two 
months’  duration,  visiting  the  Desolation  and 
Friendly  Islands,  and  returning  from  the  voyage 
as  second  mate  of  the  ship.  He  was  offered  the 
position  of  first  mate  if  he  would  agree  to  make 
another  trip,  but  he  declined  the  offer,  and,  return- 
ing to  his  native  town,  purchased  Feb.  20,  1840, 
a farm,  upon  which  he  built  a house  and  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1849.  Li 
year  he  went  round  the  Horn  in  the  ship  “Areatus,” 
to  California,  where  he  spent  three  years  in  gold 
mining,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  native  town. 
Between  the  years  1849  1857  Air.  Stanley  made 

three  trips  to  California,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  there  were  but  four  States  in  the  Union  that 
he  had  not  visited. 

In  1857  Air.  Stanley,  with  his  eldest  son,  Lin- 
naeus H.,  took  up  a quarter  section  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  upon  which  they  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  Air.  Stanley’s  health  began  to  fail  him  and 
he  again  returned  to  Attleboro.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  he  went  to  Irvington-on-the-Hudson,  where 
he  leased  for  six  years  the  farm  known  as  “The 
Old  Brown  Jug,”  then  owned  by  J.  L.  Ellis,  and 
which  was  purchased  in  1863  by  the  late  Charles  L. 
Tift'any,  of  New  York.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
lease,  in  1865,  Air.  Stanley  returned  to  Attleboro 
and  there  purchased  the  Samuel  Cushman  farm, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent. 

Air.  Stanley  was  an  able  and  practical  man  of 
business,  and  was  very  industrious.  He  possessed 
a genial  nature,  and  was  very  fond  of  a joke.  In 
political  faith  he  was  a Republican,  but  never 
cared  for,  nor  sought,  public  office.  He  was  a de- 
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vout  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  South  Attleboro,  Alass.,  which  he  joined  in  1857, 
and  of  which  he  was  a class-leader  for  many  years. 

On  Aug.  29,  1837,  Air.  Stanley  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Cornelia  Draper,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Beulah  (Bradford)  Draper,  of  Attleboro, 
Alass.,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  the  old  Draper 
homestead,  where  the  family  have  lived  for  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  at  which,  on  every 
Thanksgiving  Day,  a dinner  is  given  for  members  of 
the  family,  when  as  many  as  forty-five  per.sons  will  be 
seated  at  the  table.  Airs.  Stanley  passed  away 
Oct.  27,  1901,  aged  eighty-six  years,  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  Delia  Alaria,  borrt  in 
1838,  married  F.  H.  Brown,  of  Alaine,  and  they 
reside  in  Pawtucket;  Linnaeus  H.,  who  died  Aug. 
3,  1899,  in  Providence,  married  Pauline  Baguelin ; 
Emehne,  who  married  Edwin  E.  Kent,  of  Attle- 
boro, Alass.,  resides  in  Providence,  R.  I. ; Arthur 
W.  is  mentioned  further  on.  In  1887  the  parents 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary  at 
their  home  in  Attleboro,  and  were  the  recipients  of 
many  presents  and  congratulations  in  honor  of  the 
event. 

Arthur  Willis  Stanley  was  born  Sept.  30,  1847, 
in  Attleboro,  Alass.,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  Irving- 
ton-on-the-Hudson, N.  Y.,  whither  his  parents  re- 
moved in  1859.  De  attended  the  Stebbins  Acad- 
emy, at  Irvington,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  and  the  next  year  he  spent  on  the  farm 
with  his  father.  In  1865  his  parents  returned  to 
Attleboro,  Alass.,  where  he  spent  two  years  more  at 
farming  with  his  father.  On  Feb.  14,  1867,  he 
came  to  Pawtucket  and  entered  the  employ 
of  Draper  & Atwood,  soap  manufacturers.  Air. 
Draper  purchasing  his  partner’s  interests  in  1869. 
Two  years  later,  in  1871,  Alessrs.  Draper  and  Stan- 
ley formed  a co-partnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  O.  Draper  & Co.,  and  the  business  has  been  car- 
ried on  to  the  present  time  at  the  original  location. 
Nos.  171-173  Front  street,  corner  of  Clay,  where 
are  manufactured  the  celebrated  “Olive  Oil”  and 
“English  Fig’’  soaps,  used  in  washing  wool, 
woolen,  worsted  and  silk  goods,  palm  oil  and  scour- 
ing soaps  for  all  factory  uses,  and  toilet  soaps  in 
the  finer  grades.  In  Alarch,  1905,  the  business  was 
incorporated  as  the  J.  O.  Draper  Co.,  with  these 
officers : Arthur  W.  Stanley,  president  and  treas- 
urer ; and  George  B.  Draper,  secretary  and  general 
manager. 

Air.  Stanley  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  jewelry  manufacturing  firm  of  Kent  & Stan- 
ley, after  which  the  Kent  & Stanley  building,  cor- 
ner of  Aborn  and  Sabine  streets,  Providence,  now 
known  as  the  Alanufacturers’  building,  which  is 
the  most  modern  building  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses in  this  vicinity,  was  named.  This  firm  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  of  various 
kinds,  including  watch  chains,  scarf  pins,  etc.,  in 
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gold  and  silver,  for  a period  of  eleven  years,  during 
four  years  of  which  time  r\lr.  Stanley  was  president 
of  the  concern. 

In  his  political  views  i\Ir.  Stanley  is  a Republi- 
can, and  he  served  his  adopted  city  as  a member  of 
the  council  in  1882  and  1883.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Society  of  Central  Falls, 
and  a " member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  North  Attleboro,  jMass. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Young 
iMen's  Christian  Association,  in  which  he  has  taken 
a verv  active  part,  having  been  chairman  of  the 
Site  committee  for  the  present  building,  a member 
of  the  Building  committee,  and  a director  of  the  As- 
sociation for  many  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Pawtucket  Business  Hen's  Association ; Hope 
Lodge,  No.  186,  Knights  of  Honor,  Pawtucket,  of 
Avhich  he  was  financier  for  a number  of  years ; and 
a charter  member  of  Pawtucket  Lodge,  No.  i, 
A.  O.  U.  W.  iMr.  Stanley  has  served  for  a number 
of  years  as  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Providence  County  Savings  Bank,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  has  also  served  as  trustee  and  executor 
of  several  estates. 

On  Sept.  17,  1873,  i\Ir.  Stanley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Eunice  Shepard  IMay,  daughter  of 
Henry  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Cushman)  Hay,  of  Attle- 
■boro,  where  she  was  born  Sept.  29,  1849,  ^ descend- 
ant of  the  Hay  family,  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
families  of  New  England.  To  this  union  there 
have  been  born  children  as  follows ; Arthur  W., 
Jr.,  born  June  26,  1874,  died  in  infancy;  Henry 
Willis,  born  Sept.  18,  1875,  in  Pawtucket,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  after  which  he 
Avas  graduated  from  Dean  Academy  with  honors, 
spent  one  year  at  Brown  University,  studied  in 
Paris  and  London,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching 
music  and  lecturing  on  musical  subjects  in  London, 
England,  where  he  married  Ellen  Kuhler,  by  whom 
he  has  liad  two  children,  John  Willis  and  Olive 
Cushman ; iMaybelle  Cushman,  born  Sept.  20,  1876, 
is  at  home,  unmarried ; John  Lawrence,  born  Aug. 
3,  1880,  died  Nov.  9,  1890;  Joseph  Allerton,  born 
.Hay  10,  1882,  died  Sept.  5,  1899;  Eunice  Elizabeth 
Avas  born  Hay  20,  1888;  and  Arthur  Lincoln,  April 
23,  1893.  iMrs.  Stanley  and  her  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, iMiss  Stanley  having  been  entitled  to  join 
through  se\-en  different  lines  of  ancestry. 

Hr.  Stanley  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean 
several  times  and  has  traveled  extensively  in  his 
own  country.  Genial  and  aff’able,  he  has  hosts  of 
friends  in  business,  ])olitical  and  social  circles,  and 
he  is  numbered  among  the  representative  men  of 
Pawtucket. 

-AU'GUSTl'S  GOFFE.  r)ne  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Newport  for  many  years  Avas  the 
late  .Augustus  Goffe,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  but 
one  who  since  his  infancy  had  lived  in  America. 

John  Goffe,  father  of  Augustus,  was  born 


IMarch  26,  1782,  in  Northamptonshire,  England, 
and  passed  the  first  part  of  his  life  there,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  Avas  employed  on 
several  of  the  largest  private  estates  in  Great 
Britain  to  take  charge  of  the  farming  operations 
carried  on  upon  them,  and  Avas  thus  occupied  as 
long  as  he  remained  in  England.  In  the  fall  of 
1823  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  NeAvport, 
Avhere  he  gave  his  attention  largely  "to  mechanical 
occupations,  for  Avhich  he  had  a natural  aptitude. 
At  one  time  he  worked  on  the  fortifications  then 
in  process  of  construction  at  Fort  Adams.  ]\Ir. 
Goffe  Avas  the  first  to  introduce  sea-bathing  at  NeAv- 
port,  and  built  a number  of  portable  bathing- 
houses  . at  Easton’s  Beach,  having  conceived  this 
idea  from  the  bathing-houses  at  Bath,  England. 
Eor  a number  of  years  he  made  a business  of  rent- 
ing these  bathing-houses,  Avhich  Avere  hauled  to  the 
beach  by  horses,  and  his  son,  Robert,  Avas  also  en- 
gaged in  the  same  enterprise,  in  company  Avith  the 
late  Thomas  Crosby,  for  a period  of  years,  and 
later  Robert’s  sons  Avere  also  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business.  John  Goffe  chose  for  his  Avife, 
Sarah  Edmunds,  Avho  Avas  born  Jan.  14,  1785, 
daughter  of  John  Edmunds,  of  AstAvell  Park.  Hr. 
Goffe  died  Jan.  13,  i860,  in  NeAvport,  and  his  Avife 
survived  him  less  than  tAvo  years,  passing  aAvay 
Oct.  18,  1861.  To  this  union  Avere  born  ten  chil- 
dren: Charlotte  E.,  born  Oct.  23,  1805,  died  un- 
married April  27,  1868;  Elizabeth,  born  April  9, 
1807,  died  June  4,  1883,  unmarried;  William,  born 
IMay  28,  1808,  Avho  Avas  engaged  in  the  breAvery 
business,  married  Sarah  R.  Stahl,  of  NeAvport,  and 
died  Jan.  16,  1850;  John  E.,’born  March  8,  1810, 
died  Oct.  3,  1870,  married  (first)  Mary  TeAV,  (sec- 
ond) Eliza  Cozzens,  both  of  NeAvport,  and  he  ran 
a boAvling  alley  on  Bellevue  avenue,  Avhere  the 
NeAvport  Casino  is  noAV  located;  Robert,  born  May 
7,  1812,  married  Kate  TeAV,  and  Avas  for  many 
years  proprietor  of  bathing  houses  at  Easton’s 
Beach,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1883 ; Alfred,  born  July 
31,  1814,  became  a stone  mason,  and  died  unmar- 
ried Jan.  30,  1875 ; Emma,  born  March  2,  1818, 
died  Dec.  14,  1903,  unmarried ; Ernest,  born  Aug. 
28,  1820,  married  Mary  Goddard,  Avas  a cabinet- 
maker by  trade,  and  died  Nov.  14,  1891 ; Augustus 
is  treated  at  length  beloAv ; and  Gertrude  Amelia, 
born  Nov.  22,  1826,  died  in  NeAvport  March 
26,  1833- — the  only  one  of  the  family  born,  after  the 
emigration  to  America. 

Augustus  Goffe  Avas  born  in  WarAAfickshire, 
England,  Eeb.  14,  1823,  but  Avas  only  nine  months 
old  Avhen  his  parents  came  Avith  their  family  to 
America.  While  he  attended  the  priA'ate  schools 
in  NeAvport  for  some  years,  most  of  his  edu- 
cation Avas  acquired  later  in  the  practical  school  of 
men  and  affairs  and  by  constant  reading.  As  a 
l)oy  Mr.  Goffe  Avorked  for  his  uncle,  Daniel  Goffe, 
Avho  at  that  time  Avas  conducting  a liakery  in  Ncav- 
]iort,  and  later  he  Avent  South  to  clerk  for  a Mr. 
Mumford,  Avho  had  formerly  been  a resident  of 
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Newport.  After  he  returned  to  that  city,  the  young 
man  clerked  for  several  years  in  the  tailoring  estab- 
lishment conducted  by  the  late  Daniel  T.  Swin- 
burne, and  finally  became  a partner  in  the  concern. 
Swinburne  & Goft'e,  as  the  firm  was  called,  was 
first  located  in  what  is  known  as  the  Free  Library 
building,  and  later  occupied  the  sit'e  of  the  present 
Daily  News  building. 

jMr.  Goffe  finaly  withdrew  from  the  firm  and 
went  into  the  clothing  business  on  his  own  account, 
with  quarters  in  the  Newport  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany’s building  on  Thames  street.  After  a time 
he  added  a line  of  dry  goods  to  his  stock,  but  in  a 
few'  years  closed  out  that  department  and  aUvays 
afterward  dealt  only  in  clothing  and  gentlemen’s 
furnishings.  He  continued  in  this  business  till  his 
death  and  succeeded  in  amassing  a competence. 
The  establishment  is  now  conducted  by  his  son.  . 

In  political  matters,  Mr,  Gofife  supported  the 
Republican  party  and  was  quite  active  in  municipal 
affairs.  He  served  both  on  the  school  committee 
and  as  a member  of  the  city  council.  While  not 
a member  of  any  church  he  was  a regular  attendant 
at  Zion’s  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  several  years 
served  as  treasurer  and  also  was  one  of  the  vestry- 
men, His  services  as  treasurer  were  in  demand 
for  many  years  in  Rhode  Island  Lodge  No.  12, 
I,  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member. 
He  also  belonged  to  Aquidneck  Encampment,  No. 
5,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Still  another  line  of  activity  in  which 
i\Ir.  Goffe  took  much  interest  was  the  old  volunteer 
fire  department  of  the  city,  where  for  many  years 
he  was  a member  of  Aquidneck  Company  No.  3, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  its  first  assistant. 
The  family  still  possess  a silver  trumpet  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Goffe  by  Mr,  L.  Button,  who  was 
the  maker  of  one  of  the  first  hand  engines  owned  by 
the  City  of  Newport,  in  the  purchase  of  wdiich  Mr. 
Goffe  was  instrumental. 

Mrs.  Goffe  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
New  England  families.  In  her  maidenhood  she 
was  Sarah  A.  Weaver,  and  was  born  Aug.  7,  1826, 
in  Newport,  daughter  of  Solomon  G.  Weaver.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Goffe  Feb.  14, 
1849,  by  the  late  Rev.  Charles  T.  Brooks,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children  : ( i ) Elizabeth 

and  (2)  Kate  Augusta,  are  living  at  home.  (3) 
Walter  Cozzens,  the  eldest  son,  born  July  29,  1856, 
is  now  carrying  on  his  father’s  business ; he  was 
married  in  1883  to  Hattie,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Sharpe,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Laurence  A.  and  Lulu  A.  (4)  Charlotte  Edmunds 
married  William  H.  Stratford,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
who  died  in  March,  1899.  They  had  six  children, 
viz. : Lttetia  Edmunds,  deceased  ; Kate ; Sarah, 
deceased;  Charles  H. ; Helen;  and  Augustus.  (5) 
Augustus  Goffe,  Jr.,  born  July  16,  1863,  died  the 
following  28th  of  August. 

Augustus  Goffe  was  a careful  and  conservative 
business  man.  One  of  the  enterprises  with  which 
he  was  connected  was  the  New  England  Com- 


mercial Bank,  of  Newport,  in  which  he  was  a di- 
rector, while  he  was  always  actively  interested  in 
any  project  tending  to  advance  Newport.  Of  a 
kindly  and  genial  nature  and  of  marked  domestic 
tastes,  he  had  a strong  attraction  for  people  and 
made  many  warm  friends.  His  death  occurred 
June  4,  1899,  and  was  widely  regretted. 

THE  CHAAIPLIN  FAMILY,  of  which  J. 
Frank  Champlin,  proprietor  of  the  “Ocean  House” 
and  “Watch  Hill  House,”  at  Watch  Hill,  R.  I., 
and  the  “Wellington  Hotel,”  of  New  York  City, 
is  a descendant,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  During  the  early  days  the  family 
owned  land  from  Point  Judith  to  the  Pawcatuck 
river,  and  its  representatives  took  an  active  part 
in  the  development  of  the  country. 

William  Champlin,  the  father  of  Mr.  J.  Frank 
Champlin,  was  a man  of  great  culture,  highly  edu- 
cated, and  a prominent  factor  in  his  locality.  He 
lived  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Thompson  farm, 
in  Westerly,  and  died  in  1851,  after  a useful  and 
honored  life.  He  and  his  sister  were  instrumental 
in  starting  the  first  bank  in  Westerly. 

J.  Frank  Champlin  was  born  on  the  above 
mentioned  farm,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Oct.  10,  1849, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  dfiys  there.  Before  he  had 
reached  manhood’s  estate  he  had  become  interested 
in  summer  hotels  at  Watch  Hill,  and  soon  decided 
upon  his  life  work.  For  twenty  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  fashionable  resorts  at  St.  Augustine, 
Green  Cove  Springs,  Lake  Maitland,  Enterprise 
and  Belleair,  Fla.  While  he  was  manager  at  Hot 
Springs,  Va.,  the  new  and  most  complete  bath- 
house was  built,  and  also  the  new  hotel  “Virginia,” 
the  “Old  Homestead”  was  rebuilt,  and  ten  cottages 
were  put  up.  In  fact  it  was  his  energy  and  excel- 
lent business  management  which  made  that  favor- 
ite resort  what  it  is  to-day.  It  is  patronized  by 
people  of  wealth,  who  find  there  what  they  seek — 
health  and  quiet,  combined  with  every  comfort. 

For  a quarter  of  a century,  Mr.  Champlin  has 
been  interested  in  the  “Ocean  .House”  at  Watch 
Hill,  and  proprietor  of  the  “Watch  Hill  House.” 
His  efforts  have  been  rewarded  beyond  his  fondest 
expectations,  and  he  has  seen  the  now  beautiful 
resort  grow  from  its  inception.  Of  those  who  were 
also  interested  in  the  development  of  these  delight- 
ful resorts  Mr.  Champlin  is  the  only  survivor. 

In  1867,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Champlin  mar- 
ried Amanda  M.  Chase. 

In  connection  with  the  biography  of  Mr. 
Champlin  it  is  interesting  to  dwell  upon  the  result 
of  his  work  at  Watch  Hill.  This  resort,  which  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  desirable  summer 
homes  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  lies  on  the  southwest- 
ern coast  of  Rhode  Island,  at  the  junction  of  Long 
Island  Sound  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  is 
nearly  surrounded  by  water,  a great  advantage. 
Out  to  sea  are  historic  Block  Island,  Fisher’s  Is- 
land, and  the  Little  Narragansett  Bay,  the  latter 
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of  which,  a beautiful  body  of  water  nearly  sur- 
rounded bv  land,  affords  a safe  and  ideal  place  for 
boating.  The  air  is  always  cool  and  bracing,  com- 
ing as'it  does  directly  from  the  ocean,  the  tempera- 
ture being  anything  but  oppressive,  while  the 
mercury  always  registers  a number  of  degrees  be- 
low any  resort  on  the  New  Jersey  coast.  Experi- 
ence has  proved,  and  physicians  readily  admit,  that 
the  climate  of  Watch  Hill  is  almost  perfect,  and 
probably  the  best  to  be  found  on  the  coast  of  New 
England. 

Guests  visiting  this  resort  find  that  their  com- 
fort is  best  provided  for  at  the  “Ocean  House”  and 
the  cottages  attached,  and  these  pleasant  summer 
homes  are  consequently  crowded.  As  it  has  always 
been  the  policy  of  the  management  to  cater  to  the 
wishes  of  the  guests,  the  popularity  of  this  especial 
hostelry  has  grown  until  it  proves  a strong  rival. 
Each  season  sees  some  substantial  improvements 
and  additions  to  the  many  conveniences,  although 
there  appears  to  be  nothing  lacking  to  conduce  to 
the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  those  who  seek  this 
resort.  The  water  supply  is  excellent,  the  drainage 
and  sanitation  are  almost  perfect,  and  the  house  is 
j)rovided  with  all  modern  improvements. 

Guests  at  the  “Ocean  House”  have  ample  op- 
portunity to  amuse  themselves,  tennis,  boating, 
bathing,  fishing,  driving,  dancing  and  every  form 
of  social!  amusement  being  provided,  while  the 
Misquamicut  golf  grounds  are  recognized  as  the 
best  in  this  section  of  New  England.  To  sum  up 
in  a few  words,  at  the  “Ocean  House”  the  guests 
are  not  only  furnished  with  such  comforts  as  per- 
fectly equipped  rooms  and  a delightfully  varied 
table,  but  they  can  indulge  their  tastes  in  almost 
every  direction.  During  his  vacation  the  visitor 
can  take  the  pleasures  offered  without  fear  of 
health  or  personal  safety,  and  return  after  his  sum- 
mer outing,  invigorated  in  mind  and  body,  and 
fully  prepared  to  resume  the  heavier  and  more  re- 
sponsible duties  of  life. 

TRASK.  Among  the  older  residents  of  the 
city  of  Providence,  both  in  age  and  point  of  con- 
tinuous residence,  there  is  perhaps  none  more 
widely  or  more  favorably  known  than  James  K. 
Trask,  who  for  many  years  was  prominent  in  the 
building  and  industrial  life  of  his  native  city,  and 
long  identified  with  the  city  government  and  with 
its  social  and  benevolent  societies. 

The  Trask  family  is  a very  ancient  one  in  New 
England,  the  name  appearing  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colony.  \\’illiam  Trask  came  with  Governor  Endi- 
cott,  arriving  at  Salem  in  Sei)temher,  1628.  He  re- 
(piested  to  he  made  a freeman  on  Oct.  19,  1630. 
He  served  as  cai)tain,  commanding  a company  in 
the  Pequot  war  in  1637.  He  represented  Salem  in 
the  General  Court  for  five  years,  from  1635  to  1639. 
He  died  in  1666  and  was  buried  under  arms,  leav- 
ing children;  Mary,  born  in  1637;  William,  bap- 
tized Sept.  19,  1640;  Susan;  Mary  and  John.  For 


his  services  Captain  Trask  was  granted  large  tracts 
of  land  and  he  built  a water-mill  for  grinding  corn 
and  a fulling-mill.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and 
grandson  of  John  Trask  of  East  Coker,  Somerset- 
shire, England,  where  he  was  baptized  on  Dec.  14, 
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John  Trask,  son  of  Capt.  William,  was  of 
Salem,  and  became  the  father  of  several  sons  and 
daughters.  (Jne  of  his  sons  was  William,  who  was 
the  father  of  Samuel  Trask,  who  moved  from 
Salem  and  settled  in  the  North  Parish  of  Sutton, 
now  the  town  of  Millbury,  Mass.  He,  too,  was 
of  military  inclination,  as  he  is  refered  to  as  “Capt. 
Samuel  Trask”  in  land  records.  He  married  (first) 
Nov.  3,  1743,  Bethia  Sibley,  (second)  Jan.  6, 
1757,  Anna  Bond,  and  (third)  March  7,  1775, 
Hannah  Park.  His  children  were : John,  born 
Sept.  29,  1744,  who  died  unmarried;  Hannah,  born 
Nov.  10,  1746;  Samuel,  born  Aug.  25,  1749; 

, born  Sept.  10,  1753  (all  born  to  the  first 

marriage);  Susanna,  born  Oct.  ii,  1759;  Anna, 
born  [March  19,  1762;  David,  born  June  i,  1764; 
[Martha,  born  June  21,  17C7;  Amos,  born  Aug.  i, 
1769;  Peter,  born  Aug.  8,  1773  (all  by  the  second 
marriage);  Osborn,  born  Dec.  18,  1775;  Lucy, 
born  [May  16,  1777;  Aaron,  born  Aug.  12,  1778; 
Stephen,  born  [May  i,  1784;  Polly,  born  Jan.  31, 
1787;  and  Hetty,  born  March  i,  1790. 

Samuel  Trask  (2),  son  of  Samuel  and  Bethia 
(Sibley)  Trask,  bom  Aug.  25,  1749,  married  Jan. 
21,  1773,  Ruth  Tenney,  and  their  children  were: 
Samuel,  born  Dec.  20,  1773;  Simon,  Jan.  23,  1775; 
Hannah,  Feb.  14,  1777;  Stephen,  Feb.  10,  1779; 
Jonathan,  and  David. 

Stephen  Trask,  born  Feb.  10,  1779,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Ruth  (Tenney)  Trask,  was  a native  of 
Millbury,  Mass.,  and  became  an  early  resident  of 
Providence,  where  he  was  for  some  years  a stage- 
coach driver,  long  before  the  advent  of  railroads, 
fn  his  later  years  he  conducted  an  “eating  house” 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  People’s  Savings  Bank 
building.  His  name  appears  in  the  first  directory 
of  the  city.  He  died  in  December,  1827.  Mr. 
Trask  married  Temperance,  daughter  of  Isaac  [Mil- 
ler, of  Haddam,  Conn.,  who  was  a descendant  of 
an  old  family  of  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Trask  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-three  years,  on  Aug.  12,  1853. 

The  children  lx)rn  to  Stephen  Trask  and  wife, 
all  now  deceased  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
subject  of  this  article,  were  as  follows;  Stephen 
H.,  born  Jan.  21,  1817;  Mary,  born  Nov.  7,  1820, 
wbo  married  Benoni  Barber  (of  their  three  chil- 
dren, George  Henry,  of  Balston  Spa,  N.  Y.,  sur- 
vives) ; Ann  [Maria,  born  Jan.  ii,  1822;  James  K. ; 
Richmond  B.,  born  Jan.  10,  1826  (two  of  his  chil- 
dren are  living,  William  and  Ella)  ; and  William 
E.,  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

James  Kelley  Trask  was  hut  three  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died  and  until  he  was  fourteen  he 
was  reared  hy  his  grandfather  Miller  and  an  uncle, 
a brother  of  his  mother.  At  an  exceedingly  youth- 
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ful  age  he  became  an  assistant  to  his  uncle,  who 
was  employed  as  a shoemaker  in  the  winter  season, 
and  on  a small  coasting  vessel  in  summer.  Thus 
it  was  that  our  subject  early  formed  the  habits  of 
industry  and  thrift  which  characterized  his  later 
life.  In  winter  he  stitched  and  sewed  in  his  uncle’s 
shoe  shop,  and  in  summer  he  was  the  cook  on  the 
coaster.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  became  em- 
ployed in  a cotton-mill  until  illness  interrupted. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  came  to  Providence,  where 
he  again  found  employment  in  a cotton-mill,  at 
which  he  continued  until  he  engaged  with  the  firm 
of  Tallman  & Bucklin,  in  the  engineer's  trade.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  learning  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  and  after  a few  years 
worked  as  a journeyman  carpenter.  Later  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Henry  i\l.  Horton,  un- 
der the  name  of  Trask  & Horton,  and  they  engaged 
in  general  contracting,  building  and  construction. 
The  firm  erected  many  of  the  better  class  of  build- 
ings of  the  period  in  Providence,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  residence  of  Dutee  W’ilcox,  John 
E.  Kendrick,  John  T.  Mauran  and  William  A. 
Harris ; also  the  Franklin  Lyceum  building,  and 
the  Curry  and  Richardson  building,  which  stocxl 
where  the  Union  Trust  building  now  stands.  After 
twenty-five  years  of  activity  the  firm  of  Trask  & 
Horton  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Trask  retiring  to  give 
attention  to  his  private  interests.  He  had,  with 
wise  forethought,  accumulated  a considerable  tract 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Ocean  and  Public  streets, 
upon  which  he  erected  many  tenements.  These, 
and  other  interests,  fully  occupied  his  time  until, 
some  years  ago,  he  retired  from  active  pursuits. 

Mr.  Trask  married  on  iMay  5,  1844,  Fanny  i\I. 
Taber,  daughter  of  Ottis  and  iMary  (Warner) 
Taber,  of  Providence.  Mrs.  Trask  was  born  March 
6,  1827.  Her  father,  Ottis  Taber,  was  for  many 
years  a well-known  resident  of  Providence,  being 
employed  by  the  A.  & W.  Sprague  Company  as  an 
engineer  at  Knightsville.  Airs.  Trask’s  ancestry 
were  all  of  early  New  England  stock.  The  follow- 
ing children  came  to  this  union : Sarah,  born  Aug. 
18,  1846,  died  in  1848;  Josephine,  born  Alay  30, 

1848,  married  Thomas  Wdllis,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence (their  son,  James  Trask  Wjllis,  married 
Emma  Jastram,  and  they  have  one  son,  Raymond 
Trask  Willis)  ; Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  Alarch  26, 

1849,  resides  with  her  parents ; and  Mary  Eliza 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Blundell,  a well- 
known  city  employee,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Florence  T.  (all  are  now  deceased). 

Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Trask  have  for  many  years 
been  identified  with  fraternal  organizations  of 
Providence,  and  are  among  the  oldest  living  mem- 
bers of  the  organizations  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected in  Rhode  Island.  Air.  Trask  became  a 
member  of  Hope  Lodge,  No.  4,  1.  O.  O.  E.,  in  1845, 
and  continued  a member  of  that  lodge  until  1871, 
when  he  assisted  in  organizing  Unity  Lodge,  No. 
20,  of  the  same  order,  of  which  he  continues  a 


member.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Alazeppa  En- 
campment, No.  20,  and  of  Dorcas  Rebekah  Lodge, 
No.  7,  and  was  the  first  presiding  officer  of  each  of 
the  three  last  mentioned.  Airs.  Trask  took  the 
Rebekah  degree  before  there  was  a lodge  organiza- 
tion in  Rhode  Island.  Air.  Trask  joined  Alt.  Ver- 
non Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  in  i860,  and  is 
a member  of  Providence  Royal  Arcb  Chapter,  No. 
I.  and  of  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i ; in  all  of 
these  organizations  he  has  been  a most  popular 
member  and  zealous  worker. 

W’hile  he  has  had  no  aspiration  for  political  or 
public  honors  Air.  Trask  has  been  much  interested 
in  the  progress  and  growth  of  his  city,  and  served 
in  the  city  council  for  a number  of  years,  represent- 
ingMhe  Ninth  ward  from  1882  to  1887  and  the 
Sixth  from  1888  to  1891-93  and  1895  to  1902.  He 
served  upon  many  important  committees  and  par- 
ticipated in  many  important  legislative  measures. 

Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Trask  are  well  past  four- 
score years,  but  both  are  remarkably  well  pre- 
served, mentally  and  physically,  and  though  their 
years  have  been  filled  with  labors  arduous  and  long 
continued,  and  they  have  borne  their  full  share  of 
life’s  troubles  and  vicissitudes,  time  and  care  have 
left  little  impress  upon  them.  Their  lives  are  truly 
an  illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplisbed  by  in- 
dustry, thrift  and  right  living.  They  began  with 
nothing  save  health,  strength  and  an  alxnmding 
faith  in  themselves  and  in  each  other.  During  their 
more  than  sixty  years  of  wedded  life  there  came 
much  sunshine  and  much  shadow.  As  they  them- 
selves express  it,  they  worked  ‘‘not  for  the  mere 
hoarding  of  earnings  and  accumulations,”  but  for 
the  love  of  labor  and  the  joy  and  contentment  born 
of  honest  toil.  With  each  other,  and  by  the  will- 
ingness of  God,  they  succeeded  in  gaining  a com- 
petencv  which  enables  them  to  enjoy  the  present, 
and  to  look  back  over  the  pathway  of  life  with 
pleasant  retrospection.  In  Air.  Trask’s  day^  the 
wages  of  a journeyman  carpenter  were  low,  $1.25 
being  the  maximum  for  a day’s  work,  and  the  hours 
were  from  dawn  until  dark.  A man  s work  was 
often  at  some  distance  from  home,  necessitating 
early  rising  and  late  home-coming.  Electric  and 
steam  cars  were  unknown  and  long  distances  were 
frequentlv  traveled  before  the  day’s  work  began. 
Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages.  Air.  Trask 
managed,  in  his  few  spare  hours  and  holidays,  to 
build  a home  for  himself,  and  it  is  to-day  a witness 
of  his  industry  and  skill.  Though  it  is  not  of 
stylish  architecture,  and  not  entirely  modern,  it  is 
a pleasant,  comfortable  home  and  its  very  unpre- 
tentiousness is  quite  in  keeping  with  its  occupants. 
Like  them,  it  has  withstood  the  ravages  of  time, 
showing  little  trace  of  weather  and  storm,  and  pos- 
sesses a cheerful,  old-fashioned  charm. 

But  the  lives  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Trask  have  not 
been  all  filled  with  dull  toil ; their  friends  are  many, 
and  their  acquaintanceship  wide.  Air.  Trask  is 
known  and  truly  respected  by  all  whose  pleasure  it 
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has  been  to  come  in  contact  with  him ; his  honesty 
and  probity  of  character  have  never  been  ques- 
tioned, and  he  has  ever  born  the  esteem  and  good- 
will of  all  men.  ^^’hen  the  sands  of  life  have  run 
out  the  passing  of  these  old  people  will  be  sincerely 
and  deeply  mourned. 

PEARCE.  Among  the  old  and  honored  fam- 
ilies of  New  England,  is  that  of  Pearce,  representa- 
tives of  which  make  their  home  in  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.  The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this 
country  was  Richard  Pearce,  the  'line  of  descent 
being  as  follows : 

(I)  Richard  Pearce. 

(II)  Richard  Pearce  (2),  son  of  Richard. 

(III)  Richard  Pearce  (3),  son  of  Richard  (2). 

(IV)  William  Pearce,  son  of  Richard  (3),  born 
Sept.  18,  1716,  married,  April  22,  1742,  Lydia 
Brown.  They  resided  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  in  1753 
he  purchased  the  property  known  as  Bristol  Ferrv 
of  Jacob  Lawton.  There  was  an  old  fort  located 
not  far  from  the  house  at  Bristol,  it  being  this  fort 
which  prevented  the  British  from  passing  on  their 
way  to  burn  Fall  River  and  other  places  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  Colonists  made  it  so  un- 
comfortable for  them,  indeed,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  abandon  their  fleet,  and  to  man  their  barges, 
thinking  to  pass  safely  hugging  the  south  shore, 
but  nearly  all  were  sunk,  and  their  attempt  was 
abandoned.  At  this  time,  during  the  war,  the 
Pearce  home  stood  a short  distance  to  the  northeast 
of  the  present  house,  and  in  that  house  two  sentries 
were  killed  by  a cannon  ball,  fired  from  the  British 
fort  upon  the  other  side  of  the  river,  or  bay,  about 
one  mile  distant.  The  inmates  of  the  house  were  re- 
j)eatedly  warned  of  the  danger,  but  did  not  heed. 
The  ball  first  struck  the  water,  then  a sharp  rock  at 
the  foot  of  the  house,  struck  a partition,  and  passed 
through  the  body  of  one  man,  lodging  in  the  body  of 
the  other,  and  killing  both.  Mr.  Pearce’s  son, 
George,  related  that  one  day  the  cannon  balls  were 
flying  so  fast  that  the  family  was  sent  to  Bristol 
for  safety,  and  while  going  over  the  top  of  the  Ferry 
Hill  on  horseback,  behind  his  mother  a cannon-ball 
passed  between  the  horse’s  legs.  Persons  have 
since  frequently  plowed  up  the  grape-shot,  eight 
and  twelve-pounders,  and  at  one  "time  the  half  of 
a twenty-four-pound  shot.  The  embankment  of  the 
fort  is  plainly  to  be  seen,  as  well  as  the  powder  mag- 
azine. At  one  time  the  British  had  entire  posses- 
sion of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  having  a fort 
at  the  north  end  opposite  the  Ferry.  IMembers  of 
this  Pearce  family  have  been  wardens  of  St. 
IMichael’s  Church,  Bristol,  for  sixty  years.  In  the 
Old  Colony  recorrls,  the  name  of  William  Pearce 
appears  as  assisting  alwut  the  fort  and  victualling 
the  soldiers.  During  the  war  of  1812  a man,  it  is 
said,  for  some  misdemeanor  was  dragged  from  the 
Ferry  House,  and  cropped  and  branded.  The 
children  of  William  and  Lydia  (Brown)  Pearce 


were:  Sarah,  born  Dec.  21,  1742;  George,  Sept. 
15,  1744;  Susannah,  Aug.  31,  1746;  Elizabeth,  June 
20,  1748:  William,  and  Lydia. 

( V )  George  Pearce,  son  of  William,  born  Sept. 
15.  1744,  resided  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  His  wife’s 
name  was  Hannah,  and  their  children  were:  Wil- 
liam, born  iMarch  2,  1766;  George,  April  28,  1768; 
l\Iary,  June  4,  1770;  and  Hannah,  Dec.  22,  1772. 

(XT')  William  Pearce,  son  of  George,  was  born 
Xlarch  2,  1766.  He  married  Elizabeth  Gifford, 
born  Feb.  27,  1769,  and  they  were  residents  of  Bris- 
tol, R.  1.  Mr.  Pearce  died  June  19,  1884,  and  his 
wife  Jan,  25,  1826.  Their  children  were:  George, 
born  Xov.  14,  1787;  Hannah,  Oct.  4,  1790;  Polly, 
July  29.  1794;  William,  IMarch  8,  1798;  and  Han- 
nah (2),  Aug.  8.  1800. 

(ATI)  Hon.  George  Pearce,  son  of  William,  was 
born  Xov.  14,  1787.  On  Sept.  12,  1812,  he  married 
Elizabeth  T.  Childs,  born  March  31,  1792.  Air. 
Pearce  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  William  H. 
Pearce,  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  May  12,  1862,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  His  remains  were  interrerl  i:i 
Juniper  Plill  cemetery,  at  Bristol,  R.  1.  The  fol- 
lowing obituary  notice  of  the  death  of  Mf.  Pearce 
appeared  in  the  Bristol  Phoenix  May  17,  1862: 

“We  are  again  called  upon  to  announce  the  death 
of  another  aged  and  valuable  citizen,  Hon.  George 
Pearce,  who  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Wil- 
liam Henry  Pearce,  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  on  Monday 
last  (Xlay  12,  1862),  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his 
age.  Air.  Pearce  was  known  to  the  public  as  the 
proprietor  of  the  Bristol  ferry  (from  the  mainland 
to  the  island  of  Rhode  Island),  for  nearly  thirty 
years  past,  having  succeeded  his  father,  the  late 
W’illiam  Pearce,  Esq.,  in  that  place.  He  took  a 
prominent  place  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and  State, 
and  was  for  many  years  a very  useful  member  of 
the  Town  Council,  and  also  represented  this  town  in 
both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  having  be- 
come a communicant  at  an  early  age,  and 
ever  continued  to  adorn  his  profession  by  a well- 
ordered  life  and  Godly  conversation.  His  seat  was 
seldom  vacant  in  the  sanctuary,  and  his  voice  was 
often  heard  in  prayer  and  exhortation  in  the  confer- 
ence room.  Mr.  Pearce  in  consequence  of  failing 
health,  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  ferry  estate 
about  three  years  since,  subsequently  residing  with 
his  children  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  On 
Wednesdav  afternoon  last  the  funeral  services  of 
the  deceased  were  held  at  St.  Michael’s  Church, 
Rev.  Air.  Stowe  conducting  the  exercises.” 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  wardens 
and  vestry  of  St.  Michael’s  Church,  May  14.  1862: 

“It  having  pleased  Almighty  God  in  His  wise 
Providence  to  take  from  uis  to  his  reward  in 
Heaven,  Air.  George  Pearce,  who  for  eighteen  years 
filled  the  office  of  MArden  in  St.  XTichael’s  Church, 
we  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  said  Church,  unani- 
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mously  adopt  the  following  resolutions,  as  expres- 
sions of  our  appreciation  of  his  worth  and  respect 
for  his  memory : 

“Resolved,  that  we  recognize  in  this  event  the  hand 
of  Our  Father  in  Heaven,  and  bow  in  humble  submission 
to  His  holy  will. 

“Resolved,  that  we  bear  testimony  to  the  strong  affec- 
tion for  the  Church  manifested  by  our  deceased  brother, 
the  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  the  various  trusts 
committed  to  him,  and  the  humble  piety  for  which  he  was 
so  distinguished. 

“Resolved,  that  we  tender  to  the  family  of  the  deceased 
our  heart-felt  sympathy  in  their  season  of  sorrow,  and 
commend  them  to  that  God,  who  alone  can  sustain  and 
comfort  them. 

"Resolved,  that  as  a token  of  respect  we  attend  the 
funeral  of  our  departed  brother,  and  walk  in  procession  to 
the  grave. 

"Resolved,  that  these  resolutions  be  communicated  to 
the  family  of  our  deceased  brother  and  published  in  the 
Bristol  Phoenix  and  Christian  IVitness.” 

]Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tripp  Pearce  died  Dec.  16,  1854, 
at  her  home  at  Bristol  Ferry,  R.  L,  and,  on  this  oc- 
casion, Rev.  George  W.  Hathaway,  in  the  Christian 
ll'itness,  said;  “The  memory  of  the  deceased  will 
be  affectionately  cherished  by  a large  circle  of 
friends  who  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  husband 
and  family  in  their  affliction.  Mrs.  Pearce  had  been 
for  about  forty  years  a worthy  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  having  been  baptized 
and  confirmed  by  the  late  venerable  Bishop  Gris- 
wold, then  the  beloved  rector  of  St.  Michael’s 
Church,  Bristol.  She  has  ever  since  adorned  her 
profession  by  a consistent  and  exemplary  Christian 
life,  abounding  in  those  meek  and  quiet  virtues 
which,  though  less  observed,  contribute  so  much  to 
the  honor  of  the  Gospel  and  the  happiness  of  social 
life.  She  was  an  affectionate  and  beloved  wife  and 
mother,  an  amiable,  confiding  and  faithful  friend, 
charitable  to  the  poor  and  liberal  in  every  good 
work.  Her  decline  was  gradual  and  lingering,  but 
she  was  patient  and  unmurmuring.  Although 
aware  of  her  situation,  death  had  for  her  no  ter- 
rors. She  said  but  little  on  the  subject  of  a separa- 
tion, being  apparently  sustained  by  a tender  regard 
for  the  feelings  of  her  afflicted  family.  Unaffected 
by  disease,  her  death  seemed  the  result  of  a pre- 
mature decay  of  the  physical  system ; and  at  last  ex- 
hausted Nature  ceased  to  act,  she  breathed  her  life 
out  as  she  had  always  lived,  quietly  and  peacefully 
falling  asleep  in  Jesus : ‘Blessed  are  the  dead  who 
die  in  the  Lord  ; even  so  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they 
rest  from  their  labors.’  ” 

The  children  born  to  George  and  Elizabeth 
Tripp  (Childs)  Pearce  were:  William  H.,  born 
June  15,  1813  ; Elizabeth  A.,  March  19,  1815  ; Mary, 
April  10,  1819;  Joseph  C.,  Aug.  19,  1820;  Hannah, 
June  23.  1821;  George  G..  Jan.  25,  1824;  Frances 
C.,  April  6,  1826;  and  Rebecca  C.,  June  26,  1832. 

fATID  George  G.  Pe.vrce,  son  of  George,  was 
born  Jan.  25,  1824.  and  married  Oct.  15,  1849.  Mary 
N.  Robinson,  born  April  2,  1827,  daughter  of  Capt. 
George  Champlin  Robinson,  and  they  were  residents 


of  W akefield,  R.  I.  Their  children  were : George 
R..  born  July  14,  1850:  Jeremiah  N.,  March  9,  1855  ; 
iMary  N.,  July  7,  1852;  Joseph  C.,  July  27,  1857; 
iMary  F.,  Jan.  26,  1864;  and  Elizabeth  E.,  July  9, 
1866.  Of  these  children  Jeremiah  N-  married  June 
5.  ,1901.  Jessie  Brown  Havens,  and  resides  at  Smoky 
Hill  Ranch.  Russell  Springs,  Kas. ; Mary  N.  is  de- 
ceased ; -Joseph  C.  married  Mary  Andrew,  and  has 
one  son.  Jeremiah  Niles,  born  June  28,  1898;  iMary 
F.  died  Aug.  16,  1874:  and  Elizabeth  E.  married 
Sept.  15,  1892.  Edward  D.  Depew,  a prominent 
wholesale  grocer  of  New  York  City. 

George  G.  Pearce  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  from  South  Kingstown  in  1865,  was  for 
several  years  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors 
ancl  a member  of  the  South  Kingstown  school  com- 
mittee, and  during  the  first  two  years  of  its  ex- 
istence was  a member  of  the  council  of  the  District 
of  Narragansett.  In  1859  Mr.  Pearce  was  made 
vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  forty- 
two  years  served  as  warden  thereof. 

CRANSTON.  Probably  no  name  has  been 
more  closely  identified  with  Rhode  Island  history, 
and  is  entitled  to  more  honorable  notice  than  that 
of  Cranston.  It  represents,  too,  an  ancient  and  dis- 
tinguished family  for  many  generations  and  in  many 
lines  prominent  in  Scottish  history.  In  this  article 
it  is  only  intended  to  refer  to  a branch  of  the  Rhode 
Island  family  continuing  a residence  at  Newport, 
the  early  home  of  the  ancient  family,  to  which  be- 
longed the  late  William  S.  Cranston,  who  was  one 
of  Newport’s  prominent  citizens. 

W'hLLi.\^[  S.  Cr.\xston,  whose  life  is  here  set 
forth  in  detail  as  being  especially  identified  with 
the  history  of  Newport  and  the  State,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business  men  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  among  its  most  honored  resi- 
dents. 

William  Smith  Cranston,  Sr.,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Newport  and  died  there  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  In  early  life  the  senior  Crans- 
ton was  a baker  by  trade,  and  also  proprietor  of  an 
establishment,  subsequently  enga^ging  in  the  gro- 
cery business  at  the  same  location  as  the  bakery 
and  continuing  in  the  latter  line  for  many  years. 
For  several  years  prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Cranston 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Newport.  He  was  a man  of  impos- 
ing proportions,  and  as  robust  mentally  as  he  was 
physically.  As  he  had  a memory  of  remarkable 
tenacity  and  a mind  generally  of  great  strength, 
whatever  he  received  as  a voracious  reader  was 
firmly  retained  and  thoroughly  digested. 

In  early  life  William  S.  Cranston,  Sr.,  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion was  converted  to  Republicanism.  He  rep- 
resented hi's  native  city  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  and  also  served  in  the  city  council. 
He  was  a lifelong  member  of  the  Baptist  denomi- 
nation and  for  a number  of  years  took  a very  active 
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part  in  the  work  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport.  In  his  younger  days  he  even  filled  the 
pulpit  with  great  credit  to  his  ability  and  Christian 
faith.  In  this  connection  may  be  mentioned  his  de- 
votion to  the  progress  of  the  colored  race,  and  that 
he  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  first  colored 
Baptist  church  in  Newport. 

William  S.  Cranston,  Sr.,  married  Elizabeth 
White,  of  Newport,  who  died  in  her  native  city, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  George,  who. 
lived  to  be  but  sixteen  years  of  age ; Joseph  E.,  a 
mason  contractor  who  died  in  Providence;  Mary, 
who  married  Christopher  White,  of  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  both  herself  and  husband  now  being  de- 
ceased : Harriet,  who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years;  and  William  S.,  Jr.,  whose  sketch 
follows. 

William  Smith  Cranston,  popularly  known  as 
Captain  Cranston,  was  born  in  Newport  May  25, 
1828.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  after  passing  through 
the  i)ublic  schools,  he  commenced  a two-years'  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  Christo- 
pher J.  Bliven,  was  a journeyman  for  several  years, 
and  then  formed  a partnership  with  the  late  Charles 
H.  P)urdick,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cranston  & Bur- 
dick, contractors.  This  association  was  maintained, 
and  a successful  business  conducted  for  a period  of 
nineteen  years,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved, 
and  i\Ir.  Cranston  continued  alone  as  an  active  con- 
tractor and  builder  until  1895,  which  marked  the 
time  of  his  retirement  to  a well-earned  decade  of 
comparative  rest. 

During  his  active  career  Captain  Cranston 
erected  many  of  the  substantial  buildings  of  New- 
port and  vicinity,  which  stand  today  as  monuments 
to  his  handicraft  and  executive  ability.  Eor  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  a director  of  the  Eirst  National 
Bank,  and  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death  was 
a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Savings 
Bank  of  Newport:  also  for  many  years  and  up  to 
the  time  of  his  decease,  in  1905,  he  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  John  Clarke  Charity  Earms.  In  a 
word,  he  was  recognized  not  only  as  a man  of  en- 
ergy,  industry  and  business  shrewdness,  but  one 
of  foresightedness  and  broad  financial  judgment. 

Captain  Cranston  was  a stanch  Democrat  in 
national  issues,  but  in  local  affairs  took  a neutral 
stand.  He  represented  Newport  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  for  eighteen  years  served  in  the  city 
council  and  for  one  year  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  aldermen.  He  was  also  a commissioner  of  the 
Newjwrt  Asylum  for  a period  of  six  years.  As  a 
veteran  of  the  volunteer  fire  department  and  captain, 
for  a number  of  years,  of  the  old  Hercules  Engine 
Company  No.  7.  he  acquired  a title  which  clung  to 
him  through  most  of  his  life,  especially  in  associa- 
tion with  his  old-time  friends  and  fellow  citizens 
He  was  of  a very  social  nature,  and  was  one  of  those 
who  were  accustomed  to  gather  frequently  in  the 
small  room  over  Brown  & Howard’s  coaroffice  to 
discuss  local  politics  and  affairs  generally.  In  later 


years  he  was  a regular  attendant,  and  one  of  the 
congenial  spirits,  at  the  gatherings  of  the  Newport 
Business  Men’s  Association.  He  was  a IMason  of 
high  standing,  holding  membership  in  St.  Paul’s 
Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; Newport  Council 
No.  2,  R.  A.  M. : De  Blois  Council  No.  5,  R.  & S. 
iM.,  and  Washington  Commandery  No.  4,  K.  T.  of 
Newport.  A consistent  member  of  the  Eirst  Bap- 
tist Church,  he  served  on  its  finance  committee  and 
was  active  in  its  general  work. 

Captain  Cranston  married  (first)  Laura 
Knowles,  of  Newport,  where  she  died,  the  mother 
of  the  following,  children : George,  Henry,  Wash- 
ington, Joseph,  and  twins,  all  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Mary  H.,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  B. 
Sherman,  one  of  the  leading  dry  goods  merchants 
of  Newport,  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  Archibald 
Cranston ; and  Laura  Belle,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Erank  L.  Peckham,  treasurer  of  The  Peckham  Com- 
pany, of  Newport,  dealers  in  hardware,  etc.  Mr. 
Cranston  married  (second)  Eliza  Peckham,  daugh- 
ter of  Augustus  Peckham,  of  Middletown,  R.  I., 
and  to  this  union  was  born  one  son,  Augustus,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

On  May  25,  1905,  Captain  Cranston  celebrated 
his  seventy -eighth  birthday.  He  was  then  in  failing 
health,  but  was  able  to  appear  upon  the  streets  and 
pleasantly  greet  his  numerous  friends.  On  the 
fourth  of  July  he  caught  cold,  and  on  account  of  his 
advanced  years  and  impaired  health,  it  rapidly  de- 
velo])ed  into  his  last  illness.  He  was  confined  to 
his  home  on  Spring  street,  and  on  July  8,  before 
many  of  his  friends  were  aware  that  his  condition 
was  serious,  he  passed  away  from  the  world  in 
which  he  had  been  such  a cheerful,  useful,  forceful 
and  elevating  character. 

DARLING  (Providence  family,  line  of  Ziba). 
During  the  last  hundred  years  there  have  figured 
conspicuously  at  Providence  and  Pawtucket  and 
vicinity  two  branches  of  the  ancient  Braintree, 
Mendon,  Bellingham,  etc..  Mass.,  Darling  family, 
namely : Those  descending  from  Dennis  Darling 
through  Ziba  and  Samuel  Darling  (3),  brothers, 
of  the  fifth  generation  from  the  American  ancestor ; 
while  the  Providence  branch  especially  referred  to 
above,  .some  of  the  descendants  of  Ziba, 
forms  the  subject' of  this  article.  Notable  among 
these,  following  Ziba — who  himself  for  years  was 
.a  merchant  of  the  city  and  a man  of  substance  and 
solidity — in  succeeding  generations,  were  the  late 
Hon.  John  Adams  Darling  and  his  brother.  Wel- 
come B.  Darling,  the  former  long  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Providence, 
a successfid  manufacturer  through  approximately 
sixty  years,  l)ank  director,  legislator,  etc. ; the  late 
George  Henry  Darling,  son  of  John  Adams,  and 
for  years  the  father's  associate  in  business  and  suc- 
cessor, who,  too,  was  long  a bank  director  and 
member  of  the  common  council,  etc. ; and  the  sons 
and  grandsons  of  these  men,  some  of  whom  are 
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now  active  in  business  and  are  worthily  bearing  the 
family  name  and  sustaining  the  family  reputation. 

Ziba  Darling  was  a descendant  in  the  fifth  gen- 
eration from  Dennis  Darling,  his  lineage  being 
through  Capt.  John,  Capt.  Samuel  and  Deacon 
Samuel  Darling.  The  family  history  and  gene- 
alogy, arranged  in  chronological  order  from  the 
earliest  known  American  ancestor,  follows ; 

(I)  John  and  Dennis  Darling  appeared  at 
Braintree,  Mass.,  approximately  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago.  John  Darling  was  at  Braintree, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1660.  He  married  in  1664  Eliza- 
beth Dowman,  and  Dennis  married  in  1662  Hannah 
Francis.  Both  had  children. 

(H)  Captain  John  Darling,  son  of  Dennis  and 
Hannah  (Francis)  Darling,  born  Sept.  2,  1664, 
in  Braintree,  Mass.,  married  there  (first)  Elizabetli 
Thompson.  She  died  in  1687,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond) in  1690  Anne,  and  (third)  Elizabeth  Morse. 
Captain  Darling,  settled  in  Bellingham,  Mass.  He 
is  reputed  to  have  been  a great  business  man  and 
owner  of  considerable  land,  and  is  said  to  have 
headed  the  petition  for  the  setting  off  of  the  town 
of  Bellingham,  which  was  incorporated  in  1719.  He 
died  in  1753-54,  in  Bellingham,  aged  eighty-nine 
years.  His  children  born  to  the  third  marriage 
were : Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Ruth,  Hannah,  Mar- 
garet, Ebenezer,  Mary,  Martha,  Abigail  and  Deb- 
orah. 

(HI)  Capt.  Samuel  Darling,  son  of  Capt.  John, 
born  IMarch  18,  1693-94,  married  (first)  Dec.  15, 
1716,  Mary  Thompson,  of  Mendon,  Mass.,  and 
their  children  were : Samuel,  IMichael,  Elizabeth, 
Ruth,  Abigail,  John,  Rachel,  Penelope  and  Joshua. 
The  father  died  Feb.  17,  1774. 

(IV)  Deacon  Samuel  Darling,  son  of  Capt. 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  19,  1719,  married  Jan.  20,  1755, 
Esther  Slack,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  sister  of  Col. 
Eliphalet  Slack,  who  bequeathed  to  her  legal  heirs 
the  “old  bank  house,”  on  Main  street,  and  other 
property  in  Pawtucket,  then  in  Massachusetts. 
Deacon  Darling  died  June  12,  1814,  and  his  widow 
Esther  died  Feb.  18,  1816,  in  her  eightieth  year. 
Their  children  were:  Jerusha,  born  July  27,  1756; 
Joanna,  Oct.  10,  1757  (died  Feb.  6,  1815);  Samuel, 
Aug.  8,  1759;  Benjamin,  July  4,  1761  (died  in 
March,  18T4)  ; Reuben,  April  12,  1763  (died  Jan. 
6,  1780);  Esther,  Sept,  i,  1765;  Ziba,  Sept.  19, 
1767;  Nathan,  May  10,  1770  (died  Sept.  2,  1777)  ; 
Lucy,  Aug.  15,  1772;  Sabra,  April  15,  1774; 
Rhoda,  Sept.  24,  1776:  Olive,  June  30,  1779  (died 
June  5,  1848)  ; and  Milla,  March  i,  1785  (died 
May  18,  1786). 

(V)  Ziba  Darling,  son  of  Deacon  Samuel,  born 
Sept.  19,  1767,  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  married  July 
24,  1796,  Mrs.  \denna  (Ballou)  Freeman, ' born 
Jan.  29,  1771,  in  that  part  of  Wrentham,  IMass., 
which  became  Cumberland,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Comfort  (Thompson)  Ballou,  he  a descendant 
of  Maturin  Ballou,  of  Providence  Plantations  as 
early  as  1645,  through  James.  Obadiah  and  Ezekiel 


Ballou.  Ziba  Darling  was  married  (second)  to 
Freelove  Thomas,  of  Providence,  on  Feb.  ii,  1808, 
by  Nathan  An  well,  justice  of  the  peace,  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  and  had  no  children  by  this  wife.  Mr.  Dar- 
ling removed  to  Providence,  where  for  years  he 
was  engaged  as  a provision  merchant,  the  location 
of  his  business  being  in  the  old  IMarket  building, 
on  Market  Square.  He  died  Oct.  29,  1825,  in 
Providence,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  one  month,  ten 
days.  By  his  wife  \’ienna,  who  passed  away  Jan. 
9,  1807,  aged  thirty-five  years,  eleven  months,  and 
eleven  days,  he  had  children  as  follows,  all  born  in 
Providence:  Rhoffa,  born  Jan.  23,  1797,  marrie<l 
Oct.  29,  1827,  Lhaddeus  Curtis,  and  died  Nov.  14. 
1872;  Welcome  B.,  born  Nov.  12,  1798,  married 
Senjah  Leocia  Olney,  and  died  Api'il  6,  18473 
egna,  born  Aug.  23,  i8c30,  married  June  i,  1818, 
Thaddeus  Curtis,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1826;  John 
Adams  is  mentioned  below;  Sarah_ Freeman,  born 
July  4,  1804,  married  (first)  Leonidas  Whipple, 
and  (second)  Thomas  Gaff,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
and  Ejliily,  born  Jan.  4,  1807,  died  June  6,  1881. 

(VI)  John  Ad.vms  D.\rling,  son  of  Ziba  and 
Vienna  (Ballou),  born  IMay  16,  1802,  in  Iffovi- 
dence,  R.  I.,  was  married,  by  Rev.  David  Picker- 
ing, Aug.  9,  1824,  to  Eliza  Potter,  born  Nov.  30, 
1794.  in  South  Kingstown,  daughter  of  Maj. 
Henry  and  Mary  (Segar)  Potter,  and  a descendant 
of  Nathaniel  Potter,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  as  early 
as  1638,  through  Ichabod  and  Martha  (Hazard), 
John  and  Sarah  (Wilson),  Col.  John  and  Mercy 
(Robinson),  and  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hazard) 
Potter. 

After  receiving  a common-school  education  Mr. 
Darling,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  entered  the 
emplov  of  Mr.  Thaddeus  Curtis,  a brush  manu- 
facturer of  Providence,  becoming  in  the  fall  of 
1822  a business  associate  and  partner  of  his  em- 
ployer under  the  firm  name  of  d haddeus  Curtis  & 
Co.*  At  first  the  location  of  their  business  was  op- 
posite the  postoffice,  then  at  the  west  corner  of 
Peck  and  Weybosset  streets,  and  later  at  No.  10 
Peck  street,  where  the  business  was  continued  un- 
til 1889.  On  Jan.  l,  1850,  George  H.  Darling, 
a son  of  John  A.,  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and 
April  I,  1870,  Mr.  Cnrtis  withdrew  therefrom,  the 
business,  however,  being  continued  under  the  old 
firm  name  by  father  and  son  until  the  father’s 
death,  in  1879,  and  thereafter  by  the  son  until  his 
retirement  from  active  business  in  1887. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  i\Ir.  John  A.  Darling 
had  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brushes  at  Providence  through  a period  of  more 
than  fiftv-eight  years.  He  was  a man  of  fine  bus- 
iness ability,  of  good  judgment,  and  of  energy  and 
effort,  and  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  manag- 
ing his  affairs  very  successfully.  He  ever  took  a 
commendable  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
advancement  of  Providence  and  the  welfare  of  its 
people.  He  filled  various  positions  of  trust,  respon- 
sibility and  honor.  He  served  as  director  of  the 
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Jackson  Bank  for  one  year,  1854,  but  declined  a re- 
election  the  following  year.  From  1858  to  1867 
he  was  a director  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 
of  the  Westminster  Bank  from  1858,  and  of  the 
Providence  ^Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  from 
1854  until  his  death,  and  was  a trustee  of  the  latter 
from  1866  to  1873.  He  served  very  acceptably  in 
1854  from  Providence  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
General  Assembly.  For  several  years  he  was  an 
active  and  influential  member  of  the  ^Mechanics’ 
Association  of  Providence.  In  his  political  views 
]Mr.  Darling  was  first  a Whig,  then  a Republican 
from  the  formation  of  the  party.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  First  Universalist  Church 
of  Providence.  Possessed  of  means  and  of  a gen- 
erous heart,  he  gave  liberally  to  worthy  objects. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Darling  ahd  Eliza  Pot- 
ter was  blessed  with  three  children,  namely : John 
Ouincy  Adams,  born  Feb.  28,  1825,  died  April  26, 
1826;  George  Henry,  born  Aug.  26,  1827,  died 
April  27,  1897;  and  iMary  Elizabeth,  born  Xov. 
14,  1828,  died  Xov.  29,  1848.  i\Ir.  Darling  died 
at  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  July  14,  1879; 
his  wife  passed  away  Sept.  10,  1868. 

(VH)  George  Henry  Darling,  son  of  John 
Adams  and  Eliza  (Potter)  Darling,  born  Aug.  26, 
1827,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  married,  June  3, 
1850,  by  the  Rev.  John  O.  Choules,  pastor  of  the 
Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  to  iMaria 
Amelia  Sweet,  born  April  4,  1830,  died  Feb.  26, 
1904,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Sarah  Ann  (Gould) 
Sweet  (the  latter  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne 
Gould),  of  iMiddletown,  R.  I.  Six  children  were 
born  to  this  union;  (i)  IMary  Elizabeth,  born 
iMarch  12,  1851,  married  Nov.  6,  1872,  William 
Augustus  Witherbee,  son  of  Jonathan  Gardner 
and  Abigail  (Smith)  Witherbee,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Edith  Darling,  born  Sept.  25,  1876,  and 
Rex  Gould,  born  Jan.  15,  1884.  (2)  John  Oliver, 

born  Dec.  24,  1852,  ma-rried  July  6,  1880,  Mary 
Rousmaniere  Bosworth,  daughter  of  Joseph  Haile 
and  Mary  Easton  (Rousmaniere)  Bosworth.  They 
have  no  children.  (3)  Welcome  Ballou,  born  Oct. 
30,  1855,  died  July  31,  1906.  He  was  married, 
June  I,  1881,  by  Rev.  Henry  Irving  Cushman,  to 
Lizetta  Pemberton,  daughter  of  Calvin  Prescott 
Pemberton  and  Elizabeth  Mary  (Colton)  Pember- 
ton, and  they  have  had  children  as  follows ; Grace, 
born  April  29,  1882;  Welcome  Ballou,  Oct.  17, 
1885;  George  Gould,  Jan.  22,  1888  (died  Oct.  3, 
1888);  Bessie,  Aug.  5,  1889;  Aline  Etta,  Jan.  ii, 
1892;  and  Frances  Adele,  July  15,  1896.  (4) 

Grace,  born  Jan.  10,  1861,  married,  Feb.  23,  1887, 
Franklin  Augustus  Snow,  son  of  Stephen  Ward- 
well  Snow  and  Harriet  Reed  (Fisher)  Snow,  of 
Brookline,  Mass.,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Henry  Irving  Cushman.  Their  chil- 
dren are;  Irene,  born  Oct.  7,  1888,  and  Beatrice, 
born  June  30.  189b.  (5)  George  Curtis  wa^,  born 

Dec.  18.  1864.  (6)  Robert  GouUl,  born  July  3, 

1868,  died  Oct.  28,  1888. 


George  Henry  Darling,  in  1850,  after  having 
received  a good  English  education  and  being  pre- 
pared for  business,  became  a partner  in  the  bus- 
iness— that  of  manufacturing  brushes — lestablish- 
ment  of  Thaddeus  Curtis  & Co.,  of  Providence,  of 
which  his  father  was  a member,  and  with  it  re- 
mained and  was  actively  so  occupied  until  the  close 
of  his  business  life,  in  the  late  eighties,  the  firm 
undergoing  the  changes  noted  in  the  preceding 
sketch  of  his  father.  As  may  be  inferred  from 
the  foregoing  the  entire  life  of  Mr.  Darling  was 
passed  in  his  native  city,  with  the  business  and 
social  life  of  which  he  was  long  prominently  iden- 
tified. He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  directorate 
of  the  Westminster  Bank,  being  elected  in  Au- 
gust, 1879,  and  he  sustained  this  relation  to  the 
bank  at  the  time  of  his  death.  From  1888  until 
1894  he  represented  the  Fifth  ward  of  Providence 
in  the  common  council.  Mr.  Darling,  too,  was  a 
prominent  jMason,  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  a 
member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A. 
i\I.,  and  a member  of  Palestine  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
X^.  M.  S.  He  was  a man  of  strict  integrity,  hon- 
orable in  his  dealings  with  others  and  of  high 
standing  in  business  circles.  He  held  the  esteem 
and . respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings.  His  death  occurred 
at  his  home  on  Broad  street.  Providence,  April  27, 
1897,  when  he  was  aged  sixty-nine  years.  Mrs. 
Darling  died  Feb.  26,  1904,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  ten  months,  twenty-two  days. 

(VMH)  John  Oliver  Darling,  son  of  George 
H.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Provi- 
dence, leaving  the  high  school  in  his  second  year 
on  account  of  ill  health.  After  he  had  regained 
his  strength  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Provi- 
dence Mutual  Insurance  Company,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years,  and  then  became  book- 
keeper for  a wholesale  grocery,  continuing  thus 
two  years.  His  next  employment  was  with  Eugene 
F.  Phillips  (now  the  American  Electrical  Works), 
manufacturer  of  electrical  cables  and  insulated  wire, 
and  there  he  remained  ten  years,  representing  the 
firm  at  the  Centennial  in  Philadelphia  in  1876. 
While  there  he  talked  through  the  Bell  Telephone. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  line  in  the 
country,  selling  wires  for  the  earliest  switchboards 
in  the  telephone  exchanges  and  electric  light  sta- 
tions. He  sold  the  cable  which  runs  from  the  Bat- 
tery to  Fifty-ninth  street,  under  the  first  elevated 
road.  He  left  i\Ir.  Phillips  in  October,  1885,  with 
a fine  record.  On  Nov.  2,  1885,  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Ira  N.  Goff,  the  firm  becoming  Goff 
& Darling,  for  the  sale  of  pianos  and  organs.  They 
handle  the  strongest  line  of  instruments  in  the 
world.  In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Darling  is  a Re- 
publican, and  in  1897  was  elected  to  tbe  council 
from  the  old  Eighth  ward,  and  has  served  since 
that  time,  now  representing  the  new  Eighth  ward. 
He  is  on  the  committees  on  Highways  and  Parks, 
Fire  Department,  City  Engineering,  etc.  He  is  a 
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member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
the  West  Side  Club,  the  Sunset  Club  in  Johnston, 
and  the  Edgewood  Club. 

(VIII)  George  Curtis  Darling,  son  of  George 
H.,  was  born  in  Providence,  Dec.  18,  1864,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  ^f  his  native  city.  Owing 
to  a belief  of  his  father  that  a young  man  shoulcl 
be  his  own  support,  he  left  school  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, and  went  to  work  for  his  father  at  a regular 
per  diem  wage.  When  about  eighteen  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Congdon  & Carpenter  Company, 
beginning  in  February,  1883,  as  office  boy.  After 
being  in  the  office  for  about  four  years  he  went  into 
the  salesroom,  having  charge  of  the  saddlery  hard- 
ware department  for  four  years.  He  remained 
there  until  1891,  when  he  engaged  in  the  retail 
jewelry  business  with  Andrew  W.  Sawyer,  first 
as  clerk,  but  soon  after  had  charge  of  the  entire 
business,  remaining  three  years.  On  Jan.  i,  1896, 
he  established  a wholesale  and  retail  jewelry  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  was  very  successful.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  seven  years,  conditions  becoming  some- 
what . adverse,  he  closed  out  the  business.  In 
iMarch,  1904,  he  was  appointed  co-trustee,  with 
William  O.  Cornell,  of  his  father’s  estate,  and  has 
been  thus  engaged  since  that  time.  Though  his 
school  years  were  limited  Mr.  Darling  has  a great 
fondness  for  the  best  literature  and  is  a constant 
omnivorous  reader  of  the  best  fiction,  and  also  the 
publications  of  the  best  economic  and  sociological 
writers.  He  is  of  an  inquiring  mind,  and  is  a 
careful,  reflective  thinker.  Mr.  Darling  is  a mem- 
ber and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Quacompaug 
Lodge  Club,  on  Schoolhouse  Pond,  in  Charles- 
town, R.  I. ; he  is  also  a member  and  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Ninigret  Country  Club;  a member 
of  the  Providence  Art  Club,  and  the  “ToKalon” 
Club  of  Pawtucket.  His  ballot  is  cast  in  support 
of  Republican  principles,  but  he  has  never  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics. 

SAMUEL  LAFAYETTE  TILLINGHAST,  in 
his  lifetime  a prominent  citizen  of  East  Greenwich, 
where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  a mercantile 
business,  and  where  he  several  times  held  official 
position,  was  a native  of  that  town,  born  Nov.  ii, 
1824,  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
Rhode  Island,  tracing  his  ancestry  to  (I)  Rev.  Par- 
don Tillinghast,  who  was  born  in  1622,  and  who 
came  from  Seven  Cliffs,  County  of  Sussex,  England, 
and  settled  at  Providence.  He  became  a prominent 
public  man,  and  for  years  was  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church.  He  married  Lydia  Taber. 

(H)  Pardon  Tillinghast  (2),  born  in  1668.  died 
in  1743.  He  lived  in  Providence  and  East  Green- 
wich, and  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  deputy.  He 
married  IMarv  Keech. 

(HI)  Philip  Tillinghast  and  his  wife  Alice  lived 
in  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island. 

(R^)  George  Tillinghast.  son  of  Philip,  born 
Jan.  17,  1751,  died  April  19,  1816.  On  i\Iay  28, 


1772,  he  married  iMary,  born  Feb.  15.  1752,  in  Cov- 
entry, R.  L,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Job  Greene  and  his 
wife  Alercy  (Greene).  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  an 
officer  in  the  Revolution,  and  subsequently  became 
judge  of  the  County  Court.  His  wife  was  a lady 
of  great  beauty  and  many  accomplishments.  Judge 
Tillinghast  died  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.'  His 
widow  survived  him  many  years,  dying  according 
to  one  account  in  1843,  and  another  in  1851  at  the 
home  of  her  eldest  son,  William,  in  Tolland,  Con- 
necticut. 

fV)  Job  Tillinghast,  son  of  George,  born  Oct. 
6,  1780,  died  Dec.  17,  1826.  ’He  was  a farmer  in 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  On  Feb.  14,  1802,  he  mar- 
ried Sally  Rhodes  Davis. 

(VI)  Samuel  L.  Tillinghast,  son  of  Job  and 
Sally  Rhodes  (Davis)  Tillinghast,  was  born  Nov. 
II,  1824,  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  As  he  was  but 
two  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  his  training 
devolved  upon  the  mother  to  whose  care  had  been 
left  nine  children,  and  to  this  task  she  proved  equ^l, 
as  all  her  children  were  reared  to  lives  of  useful- 
ness. Samuel  L.  was  early  called  upon  to  fill  im- 
portant offices  in  his  native  town,  serving  as  sheriff, 
clerk  of  the  courts,  trial  justice  and  tov/n  treasurer 
for  many  years.  For  some  forty  years  from  the 
bank’s  organization  he  was  a director  in  the  Green- 
wich National  Bank,  and  was  considered  a most 
able  financier. 

When  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Tillinghast  was 
converted  to  the  Christian  religion  through  the  in- 
fluence of  his  lifelong  friend,  the  late  Dr.  S.  C. 
Brown,  at  a camp  meeting  held  at  Martha’s  Vine- 
yard, and  for  a long  period  he  was  a trustee  and 
steward  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  always  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
church,  and  contributed  generously  to  its  support. 
In  his  home  life  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  a wise  coun- 
sellor, a loving  husband  and  a tender  parent.  He 
was  for  many  years  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  L,  Aug.  14,  1896. 

iMr.  Tillinghast  was  twice  married.  He  first 
wedded  Alargaret  Allen  Slocum,  who  bore  him  two 
children : Sarah  Lenora,  who  resides  in  Provi- 
dence ; and  Sylvester  Lafayette,  also  of  Providence. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  East  Greenwich,  where 
she  is  buried.  On  Jan.  25,  1876,  Mr.  Tillinghast 
married  (second)  Abbie  Fernandes  Lyon,  who  was 
born  in  Hampton,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Marcus  and 
Emeline  F.  (Fuller)  Lyon. 

On  Feb.  19,  1899.  Mrs.  Tillinghast  married 
(second)  Dr.  Moses  Fifield,  one  of  the  best  known 
physicians  of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley,  and  cashier  of 
the  Centreville  Rank.  Mrs.  Fifield  was  educated  in 
Danielson,  Conn.,  ^nd  also  in  East  Greenwich  (R. 
1.)  Academy,  after  which  for  twelve  years  she 
taught  school  in  Foster.  Warwick,  East  Greenwich, 
was  principal  of  the  Grammar  School  at  Centreville, 
and  later  of  the  Grammar  School  at  East  Green- 
wich. She  is  greatly  interested  in  philanthropic 
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work,  and  is  active  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  its  Ladies  Aid  Society,  and  Home 
and  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  She  resides  in 
Centreville  at  the  Fifield  homestead. 

Lyon.  “William  Lyon."'  says  Savage,  of  Rox- 
bury.  i\Iass.,  “came  to  New  England  in  1635  in  the 
ship  ‘Hopeweir  when  he  was  aged  fourteen  years, 
probably  under  the  charge  of  William  Heath,  a 
passenger  with  his  family  in  the  same  ship.”  He 
was  married  June  17.  1646,  to  Rachel,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Ruggles,  and  their  children  were ; John, 
born  in  1647;  Thomas,  born  in  1652;  Joseph,  1654; 
Sarah,  1657:  Jonathan  (T),  1662;  and  Jonathan 
(2),  1672.  Some  of  his  children  must  have  settled 
in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  for  family  traditions  and  rec- 
ord deeds  show  that  Caleb  Lyon  and  his  wife  INIar- 
garet,  who  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children, 
located  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  coming  from  iMassa- 
chusetts,  and  from  family  names  and  other  circum- 
stances it  is  certain  that  the  WMxlstock  and  Can- 
terbury families  were  closely  related. 

Ebenezer  Lyon,  born  in  1717,  located  in  Can- 
terbury, in  1763,  and  purchased  on  the  Woodchuck 
Hill  a farm  of  al)out  125  acres,  then  almost  entirely 
unimproved.  This  farm  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
his  descendants  to  the  present  day,  each  generation 
making  improvements.  In  appearance  and  produc- 
tiveness, it  is  far  above  the  average  Canterbury 
farm. 

Ebenezer  Lyon  was  a man  of  considerable  note 
in  his  day,  and  generation,  and  was  a local  preacher 
of  the  iMethodist  denomination  and  in  his  home 
the  first  meetings  in  his  locality  were  held.  He  was 
a circuit  rider,  giving  the  winter  months  to  preach- 
ing and  in  summer  attending  to  the  farm  work  and 
officiating  at  local  services  on  Sunday.  He  married 
Mercy  Clark,  born  in  1717,  and  who  died  April  10. 
1804,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  His  death  occurred 
Aug.  21.  1795.  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
To  them  were  born  two  sons,  Abel  in  1742,  and 
Ephraim  in  1745. 

Capt.  .-Vbel  Lyon,  born  in  1742.  died  Oct.  i. 
181;.  He  married  Susannah  Leach,  who  died  April 
2,  1829,  aged  eighty- four  years.  He  was  a farmer 
3nd  lived  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  of 
Canterbury.  In  the  local  militia  he  held  the  posi- 
tion of  captain.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
children:  .Sally:  Ebenezer,  born  Dec.  23.  1769; 
Joseph  Leach.  June  13.  1775 : Spencer.  Nov.  30, 
1778:  and  Ephraim. 

Capt.  Spencer  Lyon,  son  of  Capt.  Abel,  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  on  the  home  farm.  In  the  local 
militia  he  was  at  first  a lieutenant,  but  was  made  a 
captain  by  Gov.  Roger  Gri.swold  April  15.  1812. 
M'hen  the  Rritish  threatened  New  London,  he  was 
there  in  command  of  a company.  Capt.  T.yon  died 
in  1848.  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  Winchester 
cemetery  in  Canterbury.  During  his  lifetime  he 
owned  much  property.  In  politics  he  called  himself 
a “Jacksonian  T>mncrat.”  Sarah  Williams,  his 
wife,  was  a native  of  Canterbury  and  a descendant 


of  Roger  Williams,  who  founded  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. Their  marriage  took  place  Nov.  9,  1800, 
and  their  children  were:  i\Iarcus,  born  June  18, 
1806,  died  May  9,  1880;  iMary  married  Francis 
Adams  and  lived  in  Pennsylvania : William  married 
Charlotte  Ann  Lyon,  of 'MModstock,  was  a farmer 
and  died  in  Canterbury ; Susan  married  Capt.  \\’al- 
ter  Smith,  of  Canterbury : and  George  Washington 
married  Alary  Ann  Bottum. 

Alarcus  Lyon,  born  June  18.  1806,  in  Canter- 
bury, son  of  Capt.  Spencer,  married  Alarch  17, 
1834,  Emeline  Fernandes  Fuller,  born  Oct.  4,  1808, 
and  died  Alarch  12.  1887,  at  Belleville,  R.  I.  His 
death  occurred  Alay  9,  1880,  at  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  were  buried.  As 
a young  man  Alarcus  Lyon  was  a school  teacher, 
but  after  being  married  he  engaged  in  farming,  in 
Hampton  and  later  removed  to  Danielson  where 
he  conducted  a grocery  and  crockery  store.  In  later 
years  he  moved  to  Centreville,  R.  I.,  but  soon  lo- 
cated at  East  Greenwich,  where  he  died.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Rockwell  Fuller,  born  Jan.  31,  1835, 
in  Hampton,  Conn.,  died  Sept.  13,  1901 ; Frances 
Mary,  born  Oct.  10,  1839.  niarried,  Feb.  26,  1881, 
Vernum  Bicknell,  deceased,  and  she  now  resides  in 
East  Greenwich  with  her  daughter,  Abbie  Fuller 
Bicknell : Abbie  Fernandes,  born  Alarcli  24,  1843, 
is  the  widow  of  Dr.  Aloses  Fifield. 

Rockwell  Friller  Lyon  was  married  to  Aliss  Jen- 
nie E.  Canney,  who  was  born  June  24,  1842.  in 
Dover.  N.  H.,  but  who  was  brought  up  in  Boston, 
Alass.,  where  she  married.  She  was  a daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  (Caverly)  Canney.  To  this  un- 
ion was  born  one  daughter,  Adabelle  Canney,  born 
Jan.  6,  1868,  who  married  William  Hutchinson  Put- 
nam, and  has  three  children,  Lyonel  Hutchinson, 
born  Aug.  27,  1900;  Alarcella  Rockwell,  Alay  3, 
1902 : and  Albert  Day,  Feb.  20,  1904.  Alarcus  Lyon 
was  distinctively  a gentleman,  quiet  and  unassum- 
ing. He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  his  fra- 
ternal connection  was  with  the  Alasons. 

THOAIAS  H.  ANP  ALBERT  E.  SWEET,. 
1 oth  highly  esteemed  and  substantial  residents  of 
Sweet  Hili,  town  of  Burrillville.  where  for  many 
years  they  have  successfully  carried  on  extensive 
business  operations  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  H. 
& A.  E.  Sweet,  descend  in  paternal  and  maternal 
lines  from  early  settled  families  of  Rhode  Island. 
They  are  descended  in  the  eighth  generation  from 

(I)  John  Sweet,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the 
Sweet  family  of  Rhode  Island,  who  came  from 
A\'ales  about  1630  with  his  wife  Alary,  and  son, 
James.  He  was  of  record  first  at  Salem,  Alass.. 
and  later  at  Providence,  where  he  received  land. 
He  died  in  1637. 

('ll)  James  Sweet,  son  of  John,  was  probably 
born  in  Wales  in  1622,  and  was  a small  boy  when 
his  parents  came  to  America.  He  was  married 
about  1654  to  Alary,  - daughter  of  John  Greene, 
Surgeon,  who  came  to  New  England  about  1635, 
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and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  famous  Rhode  Island 
family  of  that  name.  James  Sweet  was  made  a 
freeman  in  J655,  and  settled  on  Ridge  Hill,  North 
Kingstown. 

(III)  Philip  Sweet,  son  of  James,  was  born 
July  15,  1655,  and  received  by  deed,  from  his 
father,  Nov.  8,  1686,  land  in  Providence. 

(IV)  John  Sweet,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  Nov. 
3,  1723,  removed  from  East  Greenwich  to  Pine 
Hill  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  and  there  died. 

(V)  (Major  Valentine  Sweet,  born  Feb.  27, 
1758,  served  as  both  a private  soldier  ancf  corporal 
in  a company  from  Providence  county,  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  was  for  a time  in  Col.  Crary’s  Regi- 
ment. He  also  served  in  the  Continental  Line.  In 
1835  his  name  was  on  the  pension  roll,  his  age 
given  as  seventy-six  years.  He  was  placed  on  the 
pension  roll  Sept.  20,  1833,  his  pension  to  com- 
mence Vlarch  4,  1831-  After  the  Revolution  he 
served  in  the  State  (Militia,  rising  through  succes- 
sive grades  to  First  Major,  in  (May,  1796,  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment,  Providence  County.  He  had  been 
appointed  captain  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  June, 
1792,  re-appointed  in  (May,  1793 ; made  Second 
Major  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  in  (May,  1795.  (Ma- 
jor Sweet  died  before  1840. 

(VI)  Thomas  Sweet,  son  of  (Major  Valentine, 
was  a resident  of  Johnston,  where  he  was  engaged 
at  farming.  He  married  Cila  Thornton  and  they 
had  three  children : Emily,  who  married  Nelson 
Barnes ; Sally,  who  married  Sheffield  Smith ; and 
Henry. 

(VII)  Henry  Sweet,  son  of  Thomas  and  father 
of  Thomas  H.  and  Albert  E.,  was  born  in  Johns- 
ton, July  18,  1812.  His  youth  was  not  one  of  ex- 
ceptional advantages  but  he  early  displayed  a talent 
for  machinery  and,  as  a first  step,  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith.  After  a time  he  located  in  Fall 
River,  (Mass.,  where  he  completed  his  learning  in 
mechanical  construction,  and  was  in  the  employ 
of  Gardiner  & Thurston,  builders  of  engines,  etc. 
He  became  a most  expert  workman  and  traveled 
throughout  many  States  of  his  country,  and  on  one 
occasion  was  sent  to  Cuba,  his  particular  duties 
being  to  superintend  the  setting  up  and  starting  of 
engines  and  machinery  manufactured  by  his  firm. 
He  installed  the  machinery  in  many  new  and  con- 
verted steam  craft,  a great  many  mills,  and  in 
the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania.  Some  few  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  retired  to  his  farm  in  Bur- 
rillville,  and  the  remainder  of  his  days  was  spent 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  death  occurred  March 
31,  1879,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  (Mathe\yson 
family  cemetery  on  the  farm.  He  was  a man  of 
most  industrious  habits  and  quiet,  unobtrusive 
temperament,  and  left  an  honored  name.  The  na- 
ture of  his  employment,  which  took  him  from  his 
home  for  long  periods,  rendered  him  less  well 
known  than  are  his  sons,  but  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  all,  and  by  those  who  knew  him  best  as 
a man  of  many  sterling  virtues. 


In  September,  1833,  Henry  Sweet  was  united 
in  marriage  with  (Mary  Ann  Mathewson,  born  (May 
8,  1808,  who  died  Oct.  15,  1886,  daughter  of  Wel- 
come (Mathewson,  for  many  years  a well-known 
citizen  of  Burrillville.  Welcome  Mathewson  was 
descended  from  an  ancient  New  England  family 
and  one  that  had  occupied  the  farm  on  Sweet  Hill 
for  many  generations.  To  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Sweet  were  born  the  following  children:  (i) 

Abbie  F.,  born  Sept.  2,  1834,  now  resides  with 
her  brother  Albert  E.,  in  Burrillville,  where  she  is 
well-known  and  esteemed  for  her  many  womanly 
virtues  and  where  her  charities  are  widely  known. 
She  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church  and  devotes  much  time  to  its  work.  (2) 
Thomas  Henry  was  born  April  13,  1838.'  (3)  Al- 
bert Erastus  was  born  Sept.  18,  1841.  (4)  (Mary 
Ellen,  born  (March  21,  1845,  married  Albert  F. 
Sweet,  and  had  children:  Emma  Frances,  born 
Sept.  14,  1865,  Dct.  II,  1877;  Irving 

Henry,  born  June  ii,  1870,  married  Dec.  14,  1892, 
(Marion,  daughter  of  Hon.  Fayette  E.  Bartlett,  of 
Burrillville,  and  had  children ; Liston  B.  (born 
Oct.  30,  1895),  and  Eila  F.  (born  (May  8,  1898). 
Irving  H.  Sweet  is  a progressive  farmer,  lumber 
dealer  and  general  business  man,  well  known  in  his 
vicinity.  He  has  held  a number  of  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  in  the  town.  His  mother  resides 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  brothers  and 
sister  on  Sweet  Hill.  (5)  Emor  W.,  born  June  29, 
1848,  died  July  12,  1856. 

Welcome  Mathewson,  father  of  (Mary  Ann 
((Mathewson)  Sweet,  and  grandfather  of  Thomas 
(H.  and  Albert  E.  Sweet,  was  born  on  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Sweet  brothers, 
and  was  a most  widely  known  and  respected  man 
of  his  day.  He  was,  in  addition  to  being  an  agri- 
culturist, an  old  fashioned  gun  maker,  and  his  pro- 
duct was  much  in  demand.  He  was  considered  ex- 
ceptionally skillful  and  had  a wide  reputation.  (Mr. 
Mathewson  married  Abigail  Brown,  who  was  of  a 
prominent  Webster,  (Mass.,  family,  descended  from 
"(Mayflower”  stock. 

(VHI)  Thomas  Henry  Sweet,  eldest  son  of  his 
parents,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
near  the  city  of  Fall  River,  (Mass.,  where  his  par- 
ents were  temporarily  residing.  He  was  prac- 
tically reared  in  Burrillville,  and  attended  the 
schools  afforded  by  the  community.  In  eary  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  and  spent 
some  years  in  this  arduous  calling,  later  admitting 
his  brother,  Albert  E.,  as  a partner,  and  the  firm 
name  of  T.  H.  & A.  E.  Sweet  was  established. 
Native  beef  was  slaughtered  and  sold  by  wagon 
throughout  a wide  territory  in  which  (Mr.  Sweet 
became  well  known  and  much  respected  for  his 
honorable  and  business  like  methods,  and  his  pleas- 
ant personality  much  admired.  His  visits  through 
the  territory  traveled  covered  a period  of  thirty 
vears,  and  (Mr.  Sweet  is  remembered  by  many  of 
his  former  patrons  and  their  children.  Later  the 
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firm  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  upon  an  ex- 
tensive scale.  Their  specialty  has  been  in  the  qual- 
ity of  their  products,  and  every  possible  care  and 
effort  has  been  to  that  end.  Their  dairy  is  equip- 
ped with  the  most  complete  modern  appliances  and 
every  possible  sanitary  caution  is  observed.  Hos- 
pitals and  the  most  exact  catering  trade  are  sup- 
plied from  their  dairy.  In  addition  to  this  enter- 
prise they  conduct  a general  farming  business  and 
are  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  their  methods,  their 
entire  establishment  presenting  a most  pleasing 
appearance  and  displaying  much  care,  labor  and  in- 
telligent management. 

Air.  Sweet  is  quiet,  undemonstrative,  and  of  do- 
mestic taste  and  disposition.  He  is  devoted  to  his 
home  and  business,  and  is  independent  in  and  of  pol- 
itics, although  he  has  served  his  town  as  its  com- 
missioner of  roads,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered 
most  etffcient  service.  The  honor  was  unsought  and 
his  election  was  because  of  his  eminent  fitness  for 
the  duties  of  the  office.  He  attends  the  First  Uni- 
versalist  Church  at  Flarrisville.  He  is  a man  of 
intelligence  and  business  ability,  scrupulously  hon- 
est in  his  dealings  with  all  men — an  energetic 
worker  and  honorable,  prosperous  citizen. 

In  1871,  Air.  Sweet  was  married  to  Lydia  S. 
Olney,  daughter  of  Jason  and  Rachel  (Bellows) 
Gluey,  and  a descendant  of  two  of  Rhode  Island’s 
oldest  and  most  honored  families. 

(\TH)  Albert  Erastus  Sweet,  second  son  of 
Henry  and  Alary  Ann  (Alathewson)  Sweet,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Burrillville,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  school  and  under 
private  tutors.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born.  He  became  associated  with 
his  brother,  Thomas  H.,  in  the  extensive  business 
enterprises  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  T. 
H.  & A.  E.  Sweet,  the  partnership  remaining  un- 
broken to  the  present  time. 

Air.  Sweet  was  married  June  27,  1878,  in  Bur- 
rillville, to  Alary  Earl  Inman,  born  Sept.  14,  1855, 
daughter  of  James  O.  and  Ruhamah  P.  (Whaley) 
Inman,  and  immediately  after  their  marriage  they 
spent  five  months  in  Europe  on  a wedding  trip. 
Airs.  Sweet  died  Alarch  7,  1884. 

Air.  Sweet  takes  no  interest  in  political  matters, 
and  is  a memljer  of  no  fraternal  organizations  or 
clubs.  He  is  a strong  temperance  advocate.  He 
has  been  frequently  called  upon  in  a business  way 
to  hold  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
is  fond  of  travel  and  has  visited  many  points  of  in- 
terest in  the  United  States.  Air.  Sweet  is  deeply 
interested  in  charitable  and  religious  work,  his 
charities  being  dispensed  in  a very  quiet  manner. 
From  early  manhood  he  has  been  an  attendant  of 
the  First  Universalist  Church,  uniting  in  1887,  and 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  church  for  the  past 
twent}-five  years.  For  many  years  the  meetings 
of  this  denomination  were  held  in  what  is  known 
as  the  ‘‘old  town  house"  near  Graniteville,  and 
then,  until  1887,  were  held  in  the  old  Episcopal 


chapel  since  destroyed  by  fire.  Air.  Sweet  set  to 
work  and  raised  the  money,  of  which  a large  part 
was  contributed  by  himself,  and  in  1887  the  present 
fine  church  building  at  Harrisville  was  completed, 
the  cost  being  $12,000.  Air.  Sweet  had  personal  su- 
pervision of  the  work  on  the  church,  and  later  fur- 
nished the  means  for,  and  supervised  the  erection 
of,  the  new  parsonage  for  this  church. 

Representing  the  same  high  type  of  citizenship 
as  his  brother  Thomas  H.,  and  embodying  those 
rare  traits  of  character  that  cause  a man’s  life  to 
become  inseparably  a part  of  the  history  of  the 
section  in  which  he  lives.  Air.  Sweet  possesses  high 
ideals  and  lives  up  to  them.  His  well-rounded 
character,  his  keen  regard  for  right,  and  his  an- 
tipathy for  wrong  and  deceit,  have  long  since  caused 
his  name  to  be  as  highly  regarded  in  the  best  so- 
ciety as  it  has  stood  in  commercial  circles,  where 
his  strict  integrity  and  unquestioned  honesty  have 
been  known  for  years. 

Thomas  H.  and  Albert  E.  Sweet,  taken  indi- 
vidually or  collectively,  are  citizens  who  would 
honor  any  old. family  in  the  State,  be  welcomed  by 
any  community,  and  their  loss  the  greatest  where 
they  are  best  known. 

GEORGE  B.  OLNEY.  The  Olney  family  of 
Rhode  Island  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  State,  de- 
scending from  one  of  the  thirteen  original  proprie- 
tors of  the  Providence  Plantations.  This  article  is 
particularly  concerned  tvith  that  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily to  which  belonged  the  late  Joseph  Olney,  who 
for  many  years  conducted  the  extensive  coal  business 
bearing  his  name,  and  his  sons,  George  B.  (presi- 
dent of  Olney  & Payne  Bros.,  Inc.,  of  Pawtucket) 
and  Charles  P.  (of  Providence),  both  substantial 
business  men  and  highly  esteemed  citizens. 

(I)  Thomas  Olney,  born  in  Hertford,  Hertford- 
shire, England,  came  to  America  in  1635,  in  the 
ship  “Planter,”  and  landed  at  Salem,  Alass.  He 
was  appointed  a surveyor  in  January,  1636,  and 
granted  forty  acres  of  land  at  Jeffrey  Creek,  now  . 
known  as  Alanchester,  Alass.  He  was  made  a free- 
man the  same  year,  and  early  associated  with  those 
who  accepted  the  peculiar  views  of  Roger  Williams. 
A\’ith  a number  of  others  he  was  excluded  from  the 
Colony,  Alarch  12,  1638.  He  accompanied  Wil- 
liams to  the  new  settlement,  and  became  one  of  the 
“Original  Thirteen  Proprietors  of  Providence,” 
who  purchased  their  rights  from  the  Indians.  In 
July,  1639,  he  and  his  wife  and  their  companions 
were  excluded  from  the  church  at  Salem,  “because 
they  wholly  refused  to  hear  the  church,  denying  it, 
and  were  re-baptized.”  Thomas  Olney  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Colony,  as  j| 
shown  by  the  number  of  positions  and  duties  he 
was  called  upon  to  fill.  In  1638  he  was  chosen  the 
first  treasurer ; in  1647  ^ commissioner  to  form  a 
Town  Government ; in  1648  an  assistant  for  Provi- 
dence, and  held  the  office  almost  continuously  until 
1663  ; in  1665,  with  Roger  Williams  and  Thomas 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1535 


Harris,  he  was  chosen  a judge  of  the  Justice  Court; 
in  1656  he  was  chosen  to  treat  with  Massachusetts 
Bay  about  the  Pawtnxet  lands ; in  1663  his  name 
appears  among  the  grantees  of  the  Royal  Charter 
of  Charles  II ; and  in  the  same  year  he  was  chosen 
an  assistant  under  the  new  charter.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Provi- 
dence, and  at  one  time  the'  acting  pastor  or  minister. 
He  was  a man  of  stern  and  decided  opinions, 

A man  resolved,  and  steady  to  his  trust. 

Inflexible  to  all,  and  obstinately  just. 

He  was  one  of  the  well-to-do  men,  being  the  pos- 
sessor of  a large  real  and  personal  estate.  He  died 
in  1682,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  In  1631  he 
was  married  to  Alarie  Small,  and  they  had  children 
as  follows:  Thomas  (2),  born  in  1632;  Epenetus, 
born  in  1634;  Nebediah,  born  in  1637;  Stephen, 
born  in  1639-40;  James;  Mary;  and  Lydia,  born  in 
1644. 

(H)  Thomas  Olney  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  in  England  in  1632,  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  when  but  a small  child.  He  quite 
early  became  a leading  spirit  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Colony,  and  was  constantly  engaged  to  the  time 
of  his  death  in  public  affairs.  For  thirty  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  town  council,  and  during 
the  years  1669-70  and  1677-79  he  served  as  assist- 
ant. He  served  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  for 
a number  of  years  as  town  clerk.  He  was  ordained 
a minister  in  1668,  and  succeeded  the  Rev.  Gregory 
Dexter  as  pastor  to  the  First  Baptist  Church,  serv- 
ing until  about  the  years  17 10-15.  He  was  the 
possessor  of  a large  landed  property,  some  of  his 
land  forming  a portion  of  North  Providence  and 
Lincoln,  considerable  of  it  still  remaining  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants.  He  died  June  ii, 
1722.  On  July  3,  1660,  he  married  Elizabeth 
i\Iarch,  of  Newport,  and  their  children  were : 
Thomas  (3),  born  May  7 (or  4),  1661;  William, 
June  25,  1663;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  30,  1666;  Anne,  Jan. 
13,  1668;  Phebe,  Sept.  15,  1675. 

(HI)  Thomas  Olney  (3),  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
born  May  4 (or  7),  1661,  married  Lydia  Barnes, 
of  Swansea,  Mass.,  on  July  13,  1687;  he  died  March 
I,  1718.  His  children  were:  Lydia,  born  April  30, 
1688;  Phebe,  Oct.  29,  1689:  Sarah,  Aug.  26,  1693; 
Thomas,  Jan.  18,  1696;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  29,  1698; 
Anne,  March  26,  1700;  Mary,  Feb.  25,  1702;  Oba- 
diah,  Feb.  14,  1710. 

(IV)  Obadiah  Olney,  son  of  Thomas  (3)  and 
Lydia  Olney,  was  born  Feb.  14,  1710.  He  spent  his 
life  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a farmer,  and  where  he  owned  a large 
amount  of  real  estate.  He  died  in  1798.  His  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1734.  was  Deborah 
Smith ; his  second  wife  was  Lydia  Hawkins,  the 
date  of  their  marriage  being  Jan.  12.  1737.  His 
children  were  as  follows : Jeremiah,  Lavina,  Ke- 


ziah,  Freelove,  Deborah,  Zuruiah,  Prudence,  Mary, 
Ann  and  Elisha. 

(V)  Elisha  Olney,  born  Aug.  18,  1756,  resided 
in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  and  was  the  owner  of  a large 
landed  property.  He  died  June  8,  1849.  Li  1777 
he  married  Dinah  Whipple,  and  their  children  were : 
George,  born  in  1778;  Joseph,  1780;  Susannah, 
1781  ; Clarissa,  1782;  Obadiah,  1783;  xAmelia,  1784; 
Jeremiah,  1786;  Mary,  1787;  Fanny,  1789;  Elisha, 
1791;  Granville  S.  W.,  1792;  Charles  C.  P.,  1793. 

• (VI)  Obadiah  Olney,  born  in  1783,  followed  the 
occupation  of  farmer  in  Smithfield,  and  there  died 
Sept.  2,  1833.  In  1807  he  married  Anne  Jenckes, 
and  their  children  were : Lydia,  born  in  1809,  mar- 
ried W.  G.  R.  Mowry;  iNIary,  born  in  1810,  died  in 
1814;  Joseph,  born  Aug.  5,  1814,  is  mentioned  be- 
low ; Daniel  S.,  born  in  1819,  died  unmarried  in 
1885;  Sarah  was  born  in  1821. 

(VH)  Joseph  Olney  was  born  Aug.  5,  1814, 
in  that  part  of  Smithfield  which  was  set  off'  in  1871 
and  is  now  the  town  of  Lincoln.  He  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  received  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  were  to  be  had  by  the  average 
farmer’s  son  of  the  period.  That  consisted  of  a 
few  months’  attendance  each  winter  at  the  district 
school,  his  summer  seasons  being  spent  in  hard  la- 
bor on  the  farm.  While  )^et  a young  man  he  became 
agent  for  the  Flarris  Lime  Rock  Company’s  works, 
which  were  located  near  his  home,  and  he  remained 
in  that  employ  until  he  came  to  Providence  and  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  business,  purchasing  of  James  H. 
Mumford  the  coal  business  established  by  that  gen- 
tleman in  the  latter  thirties,  the  yard  known  as  the 
Ferry  Coal  Yard.  Mr.  Olney  carried  it  on  with 
success  the  rest  of  his  life,  remaining  active  in  the 
business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  quite  sud- 
denly. Fie  dropped  dead  while  at  the  home  farm 
in  Lincoln,  which  he  owned,  July  i,  1887,  and  was 
buried  in  the  North  burying-ground  at  Providence. 
This  farm  in  Lincoln,  which  is  now  owned  by  his 
sons  G.  B.  and  C.  P.,  has  been  in  the  family  since 
the  time  of  the  first  Thomas,  the  deed  from  the 
Indians  being  still  in  the  family’s  possession.  The 
original  deed  given  Thomas  Olney  was  written. on 
parchment,  the  acknowledgment  of  the  grantor  be- 
ing designated  by  a mark. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Air.  Olney  was  the  old- 
est merchant  in  his  line  in  the  city.  He  was  first  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  was  very  stanch  in 
his  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  party.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Lincoln  he  was  particularly 
prominent  in  its  public  affairs,  representing  the 
town  several  terms  in  the  General  Assembly,  and 
serving  as  a member  of  the  town  council.  He  was 
a member  of  the  L^nitarian  Church.  Air.  Olney  was 
a man  of  strict  integrity  and  uprightness  of  pur- 
pose. He  was  outspoken  in  his  condemnation  of 
all  kinds  of  trickerv  and  shams  wherever  they  might 
be  found.  He  was  a man  of  splendid  physique,  and 
of  noble  and  commanding  presence.  A splendid 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1536 

business  man,  he  became  successful,  and  his  career 
was  one  of  jjreat  credit  and  honor.  He  left  not  only 
a good  property  to  his  family,  but  the  priceless  her- 
itage of  a name  unsullied. 

2^1  r.  Olney  married  i\Iary  A.  Bailey,  of  North 
Adams,  ]^lass.,  who  survived  him  until  July  7, 
1897,  when  she  passed  away  in  her  seventy-fifth 
year.  Their  children  were : ( i ) Clara  J.,  born 

Feb.  6,  1848,  married  Albert  Holbrook,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  died  in  December,  1904.  They  had  one 
child,  Herbert,  born  in  April,  1878.  ]\lr.  and  Airs. 

Holbrook  adopted  and  reared  Aliss  Annie  O.  Hol- 
brook, daughter  of  a younger  sister  of  Airs.  Hol- 
brook. Annie  O.  Holbrook  married  George  W. 
Sweet,  and  resides  in  Providence.  (2)  Anna  A., 
born  July  23,  1852,  married  Dr.  Uriah  Holbrook, 
of  Providence.  She  died  Jan.  17,  1879.  One 
daughter,  Annie  O.,  was  born  to  them  on  Jan.  12, 
1879,  and  is  married  as  before  stated.  (3)  George 
Bailey  was  born  Alarch  20,  1854.  (4)  Charles 

Pinkney  was  born  Aug.  9,  1857. 

(A'ill)  George  Bailey  Olney  was  born  at  Lime 
Rock,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Smithfield  and 
Providence.  He  started  in  life  as  a bookkeeper  for 
the  Dexter  Lime  Rock  Company,  then  engaged  in 
a similar  capacity  with  the  A.  & C.  W.  Holbrook 
Belting  Company,  of  Providence,  and  in  1874,  in 
company  with  his  father,  he  started  in  the  coal  bus- 
iness in  Providence,  under  the  name  of  Joseph  Ol- 
ney & Son,  which  later  became  Joseph  Olney  & 
Son,  Incorporated.  He  still  retains  his  interest,  be- 
ing president  of  the  firm.  In  1886  he  commenced 
the  same  business  in  Pawtucket  under  the  name  of 
G.  B.  Olney  & Co.,  but  shortly  after  J.  Alilton  Payne 
and  Byron  C.  Payne,  his  brothers-in-law^  became 
partners,  and  the  business  was  incorporated,  and 
the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  Olney  & Payne 
Bros.,  Incorporated,  wdiich  has  become  one  of  the 
largest  concern  dealing  in  coal,  brick,  lime  and  ce- 
ment in  Pawtucket. 

Air.  Olney  is  a Republican  in  political  faith.  In 
religion  he  is  a Unitarian,  and  belongs  to  the  Uni- 
tarian Club  of  Providence.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Central  Club  of  Providence;  he  belongs  to 
Barney  Alerry  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  Holy  Sep- 
ulchre Commandery,  No.  8,  at  Pawtucket,  and  Pal- 
estine Temple ; to  Enterprise  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  which  he  \vas  one  of  the  organizers ; to  the  Y. 
AI.  C.  A.,  of  Pawtucket,  and  is  a liberal  contributor, 
not  only  in  Pawtucket,  but  also  in  Providence.  Air. 
Olney  is  one  of  the  leading  and  representative  bus- 
iness men  of  Pawtucket,  and  he  is  connected  with  a 
number  of  industries  and  organizations,  among 
them  being  the  Coleman  Nail  Company,  of  which 
he  is  ])residcnt ; he  is  vice-prc«fident  of  the  Livings- 
ton Nail  Company ; and  president  of  the  Carbon 
Coal  and  Coke  Company,  with  mines  in  Pennsvlva- 
nia,  and  offices  in  New  AYrk  and  Boston.  Air.  Ol- 
ney resides  in  Providence,  his  home  on  Larch  street 
being  one  of  the  finest  frame  houses  in  the  city. 


On  April  10,  1879,  George  B.  Olney  was  mar- 
ried to  Ella  AI.  Payne,  born  in  Pawtucket,  in  1857, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Keziah  (Bindley)  Payne, 
of  Pawtucket.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Florence  P.,  born  Feb.  21,  1881 ; a son  that 
died  in  infancy;  and  Joseph  B.,  born  Sept.  19,  1888. 
George  B.  Olney  inherits  many  of  his  father’s  char- 
acteristics, and  is  a creditable  representative  of  the 
splendid  family  from  which  he  descends. 

(Vlil)  Charles  Pinkney  Olney  was  born  at 
Lime  Rock,  and  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Alowry’s  Academy,  Alount  I’leasant,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1877.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  father,  and  continued  until  1885, 
when  he  w^as  admitted  as  a partner.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  he  continued  the  business,  which  is 
now  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Joseph  Ol- 
ney & Son,  Incorporated.  The  establishment  does 
a large  business  under  the  same  straightforward 
methods  carried  on  by  Joseph  Olney,  which  gave 
him  such  an  honorable  name  in  commercial  circles 
in  Providence.  Charles  P.  Olney  is  a man  of  pro- 
gressive, enterprising  turn ; courteous  and  affable 
and  capable,  eager  to  satisfy  yet  wisely  conserva- 
tive, with  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to  do  business.  In 
political  .sentiment  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
became  a Alaster  Alason  in  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No. 

30,  at  East  Providence,  Feb.  24,  1893 ; is  a member 
of  Providence  Chapter ; Providence  Council ; Cal- 
vary Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Pales- 
tine Temple,  Alystic  Shrine:  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  West  Side  and  Central  Clubs,  and  in  re- 
ligion he  is  a Unitarian. 

On  Sept.  16,  1884,  Air.  Olney  was  married  to 
Josephine  Augusta,  daughter  of  Silas  G.  and  Emily 
Shaw,  of  Newport.  Their  one  son,  born  Oct.  i, 
1890,  died  the  same  day.  Airs.  Olney  died  Aug, 

31,  1892.  On  Feb.  14,  1894,  he  married  Edith 
Fisher,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Emma  M. 
Fisher,  of  Centredale,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Charles  Cotesworth,  born  Alarch  9,  1898. 

DANIEL  DYER  WATERAIAN,  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  and  the  able 
town  clerk  of  that  place,  is  a son  of  Andrew  Har- 
ris and  Esther  (Dyer)  Waterman,  and  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  Feb.  10,  1849, 

Air.  Waterman  is  a member  in  the  eighth  gen- 
eration of  four  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

From  Richard  Waterman  (I)  his  line  of  de- 
scent is  through  Resolved  (II),  “Ensign”  Resolved 
(III),  “Aliller”  John  (TV),  William  (V),  “Treas- 
urer” William  (VF)  and  Andrew  Harris  V'ater- 
man  (VII). 

From  Thomas  Harris  (I)  he  is  descended 
through  Thomas  (II),  Nicholas  (III),  “Colonel” 
Christopher  (IV'),  Andrew  (V),  Elizabeth  (VI) 
and  Andrew  Harris  Waterman  (VII  ). 

From  William  Harris  (I)  he  descends  through 
Andrew-  (II),  Toleration  (III),  Anne  (IV^),  An- 
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drew  (V),  Elizabeth  (VI)  and  Andrew  Harris 
Waterman  (VII). 

From  William  Dyer  (I)  he  descends  through 
Charles  (II),  Charles,  Jr.  (Ill),  Charles  (3)  (IV), 
Nathan  (V),  Daniel  Pearce  (VI)  and  Esther 
(Dyer)  Waterman  (VII). 

From  Roger  Williams  (I)  he  descends  through 
Joseph  (II),  Joseph  (III),  Jeremiah  (IV),  Caleb 
(V),  Abby  (VI)  (married  Daniel  P.  Dyer),  and 
Esther  (Dyer)  (VII)  (married  Andrew  Harris 
Waterman) . 

i\Ir.  Waterman  received  his  primary  education 
in  the.  schools  of  Johnston,  where  he  lived  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old.  His  father  having  died 
in  1855  he  made  his  home  with  his  grandfather 
Waterman  until  1861,  in  which  year  he  came  to 
Cranston  to  live  with  his  maternal  grandfather. 
He  prepared  for  college  at  Mowry’s  Academy  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  entered  Brown  University  in 
September,  1869,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in  1872,  having  taken  the  three  years’  course.  In 
October,  1869,  while  a student  in  college,  Air.  Wa- 
terman became  temporary  assistant  in  the  engineer- 
ing department  of  the  Providence  waterworks,  as 
a student,  and  continued  in  this  position  all  through 
his  college  course,  and  for  about  one  year  after 
graduation.  On  July  i,  1873,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  civil  engineer.  He  resigned  this  position  on 
account  of  ill  health,  Sept.  4,  1876.  After  two 
years’  residence  in  Minnesota  he  returned  to  Rhode 
Island,  his  health  fully  restored,  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Cranston.  In  July,  1883,  Air.  Water- 
man began  as  a civil  engineer  in  Olneyville,  with 
his  office  in  the  Irons  block.  There  he  continued 
until  June,  1888.  He  was  one  of  the  board  of  as- 
sessors of  taxes  for  the  town  of  Cranston  in  1885, 
and  until  1894  was  clerk  of  ihe  board  of  assessors ; 
in  June,  1886,  he  was  elected  moderator  of  the 
town,  tw’O  years  later  being  elected  towm  clerk,  to 
which  office  he  has  been  elected  continuously  and 
annually,  without  opposition,  except  in  1905,  up  to 
the  present  time.  When  Air.  Waterman  w'as 
elected  to  this  office  he  employed  one  assistant  for 
about  eight  months  out  of  the  year,  but  since  that 
time  the  duties  of  the  office  have  so  increased  that 
he  now  utilizes  the  services  of  four  assistants  all 
the  year  around.  In  November,  1903,  he  was 
elected  member  of  the  school  committee  for  the 
town  of  Cranston,  for  a term  of  three  years,  and 
was  re-elected  for  a like  term,  in  November,  1906. 
In  November,  1904,  he  was  elected,  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  town  council,  judge  of  Probate 
for  Cranston,  he  being  the  third  judge  of  Probate 
for  the  town.  This  office  he  held  for  two  years. 
Air.  Waterman  w^as  a Republican  prior  to  the 
Blaine  Campaign  in  1884,  but  has  since  been 
an  independent  in  national  and  local  matters. 

Fraternally  Air.  Waterman  is  a member  of 
Harmony  Lodge  of  Alasons,  of  Cranston,  R.  I. 
He  is  connected  with  the  First  Free  Baptist  Church 
of  Olneyville,  has  been  a deacon  therein  for  about 
97 


eight  years,  and  has  been  secretary  or  clerk 
for  many  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  finance  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Free  Baptist  denomination.  Air. 
Waterman  is  also  treasurer  of  the  corporation 
known  as  the  Realty  Company  of  America,  incor- 
porated under  the  law's  of  Rhode  Island,  owners 
of  Infantry  Hall,  Providence,  and  having  at  one 
time  extensive  holdings  in  other  States  of  the  Un- 
ion, notably  in  Ohio. 

Daniel  Dyer  Waterman  was  married  April  15, 
1885,  to  Alaria  Cynthia  Rhodes,  of  Providence, 
daughter  of  John  H.  and  Cynthia  (Baxter) 
Rhodes,  and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Rhodes. 
Twin  daughters  were  born  to  this  union  on  Feb. 
20,  1886,  Abby  Elizabeth  and  Fanny  Rhodes,  and 
another  daughter,  Alma  Alay,  w’as  born  Sept.  23, 
1893.  Air.  Waterman  is  a kind,  courteous  citizen 
and  a most  competent  and  faithful  public  official, 
as  is  show'll  by  his  numerous  calls  to  positions  of 
trust  and  honor. 

ARNOLD.  The  Arnolds  of  Rhode  Island  of 
the  old  stock  descend  from  Thomas  and  William 
Arnold,  brothers,  who  were  descended  from  Roger 
Arnold  through  Thomas,  Richard,  Richard  (2) 
and  Thomas  Arnold  (2).  The  pedigree  of  the  Ar- 
nold family  in  Great  Britain  is  traced  back  to  the 
year  A.  D.  1100,  at  which  time  it  was  a royal  fam- 
ily of  Wales  with  castles  at  Abergavenny  and 
Glamorgan  [see  History  of  Wales,  1788].  Thomas 
and  William  Arnold,  the  immigrant  settlers,  were 
born  in  Cheselbourne,  Dorsetshire,  England,  and 
came  to  New  England  in  1635.  Thomas  Arnold 
settled  at  \\'atertown,  Alass.,  and  years  later  came 
to  Providence,  R.  L,  where  he  was  a man  of  prom- 
inence, representing  the  town  several  times  in  the 
Colonial  Assembly ; his  son,  Richard  Arnold,  be- 
came Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies. 

(I)  W’illiam  Arnold,  the  elder  brother  of 
Thomas,  was  born  June  24,  1587,  in  Leamington, 
England,  settled  in  Hingham,  Alass.,  in  1635,  and 
at  Providence  in  1636.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve 
associates  of  Roger  Williams  to  w'hom  the  latter 
conveyed  the  lands  granted  to  him  by  the  Indians. 
He  was  one  of  the  four  who  settled  at  Pawtuxet 
in  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve  first  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  1639.  His  wife’s  name  was 
Christian,  and  one  of  their  sons,  Benedict,  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Providence  Plantations,  1657-1660  and 
1662-1663,  and  was  Colonial  governor,  1663-1678. 
From  this  source  came  a numerous  posterity  and 
many  distinguished  men  of  the  Arnold  name  in 
American  history,  and  for  fifty  and  more  years 
the  Arnold  and  Carpenter  families  of  Pawtuxet, 
families  which  were  allied  through  marriage,  were 
the  largest  landowners  and  chief  tax-payers  in  the 
settlement.  Benedict  Arnold,  the  soldier  of  Revo- 
lutionarv  note,  was  of  the  Rhode  Island  stock,  as 
was  also  Dr.  Tonathan  Arnold,  surgeon  of  the  Rev- 
olution, member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  and 
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author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  passed 
by  that  body  in  INI  ay,  1776.  and  a member  of  the 
Continental  Congress : and  the  latter's  son,  Lemuel 
Hastings  Arnold,  was  the  tenth  governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  while  the  latter’s  son  was  a major-general  by 
brevet.  U.  S.  A.  Isaac  Newton  Arnold,  the  lawyer, 
member  of  Congress  and  historian,  was  of  Rhode 
island  parents.  Another  distinguished  character  of 
the  name  in  Rhode  Island  history  was  \\'elcome  xA.r- 
nold,  the  Providence  merchant  and  Revolutionary 
patriot,  who  was  five  times  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Olney  Arnold,  lawyer,  served 
as  attorney-general  of  Rhode  Island,  1766-1770. 
In  more  recent  years  here  in  this  Commonwealth 
have  been  many  of  the  name  who  have  been  among 
the  leading  professional  and  business  men  of  their 
communities,  many  being  still  active  in  the  various 
walks  of  life,  among  them  the  Arnold  brothers, 
Hon.  Warren  O.  and  Hon.  Louis  W.,  of  the  Wes- 
terly Woolen  Company,  manufacturers  of  fancy 
;cassimeres  and  worsted  goods,  and  long  substantial 
men  and  citizens  of  the  State,  the  former  of  whom 
has  several  times  represented  his  district  in  the 
L'nited  States  Congress,  while  the  latter  has  taken 
a prominent  part  in  public  affairs  in  Westerly,  and 
has  repeatedly  represented  that  town  in  both 
houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 

From  William  Arnold  the  line  comes  down 
through 

( II ) Stephen  Arnold,  born  in  Leamington,  Eng- 
land, in  1613,  who  was  married  Nov.  24,  1646,  40 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Edward  Smith,  of  Rehoboth, 
INlass.  His  will  is  recorded  in  Book  i,  1699,  in 
I’rovidence. 

(III)  Stephen  Arnold  (2),  born  Nov.  27,  1654, 
was  married  Jan.  12.  1688,  to  IMary  Sheldon,  who 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1660. 

(I\')  Philip  Arnold,  born  Feb.  12,  1695,  lived 
in  Old  Warwick.  He  married  Susannah  Greene, 
who  was  born  in  1694.  daughter  of  Thomas  (known 
as  “Stone  Castle”)  Greene. 

(V)  Benjamin  Arnold,  born  Jan.  6,  1722,  died 
Feb.  25,  1799,  and  is  buried  in  Providence.  In  1748 
he  married  Barbara  Rice,  born  i\ larch  18,  1724,  who 
died  in  1814.  r 

(\T)  Benjamin  Arnold  (2).  born  April  2,  1749, 
died  in  1831,  and  is  buried  in  Coventry,  R.  I.  In 
1773,  he  married  (first)  Sarah  Greene,  who  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1752,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Hannah 
(Gorton)  Greene,  and  (perhaps  second)  Waity 
Whitman.  The  children  lx)ru  to  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  were;  Lorey,  born  March  14.  1774:  Elisha, 
born  (i)ct.  .27,  1775;  W'elcome,  born  Oct.  i,  1778; 
IMary,  born  Jan.  25.  1782;  Merrit,  born  iMay  27, 
1784;  Thomas  G..  ix)rn  Nov.  26,  1786;  Benjamin. 
Ixirn  May  21,  1789;  Sarah.  l)orn  Dec.  24,  1791  ; and 
Owen,  born  July  3.  1794. 

(\T1)  Elisha  Arnold,  son  of  Benjamin  (2)  and 
Sarah,  born  Oct.  27.  1775.  married  Waity. 

(\TI1)  Otis  \Vhitman  .\rnold.  son  of  Elisha 
and  Waity.  .studied  for  the  medical  profession.  He 


married  Caroline  M.  Sweetser,  who  died  in  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  Eeb.  22,  1894.  He  died  at  Chepachet, 
in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  iMay  26.  1857,  aged  forty-four 
years,  ten  months,  twenty-four  days.  They  had  four 
children  that  lived  to  maturity.  The  eldest,  IMary 
B.,  married  Eenner  R.  \\’hite,  of  Glocester;  Ange- 
line  married  Elisha  Eddy,  of  Glocester.  R.  I.,  and 
has  two  children,  Louis  and  Caroline ; Warren  Otis 
and  Louis  Whitman  are  mentioned  below. 

(IX  ) ^^'ARREx  O.  Arnold,  son  of  Otis  Whit- 
man and  Caroline  j\I.  (Sweetser)  Arnold,  was  born 
June  3,  1839,  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  R.  I.,  and 
there  resided  until  seven  years  of  age.  From  1847 
to  1852  he  lived  in  Voluntown  and  Sterling,  in  1852 
moving  to  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  When  seven 
years  old  he  became  an  operative  in  a cotton-mill 
in  \"oluntown,  remaining  thus  employed  until  1849, 
obtaining  in  the  meantime  a common  school  educa- 
tion. He  next  went  to  Chepachet,  R.  I.,  where  he 
became  operative  in  a mill  for  four  years,  and  later  a 
clerk  in  a store,  thence  going  to  Alapleville,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  a store  until  1864.  From  IMa- 
pleville  he  removed  to  Chepachet,  where  he  entered 
the  firm  of  G.  B.  Whipple  & Co.,  owners  of  a cotton 
warp  mill.  The  senior  partner  d5'ing,  Mr.  Arnold 
formed  a co-partnership  with  Daniel  S.  Whip- 
ple, who  sold  out  his  interest  to  Horace  A.  Kim- 
ball, the  new  firm  of  Kimball  & Arnold  devoting 
their  attention  from  1865  to  1868  to  woolen  manu- 
facture. Then,  the  firm  dissolving,  Mr.  Arnold 
associated  himself,  in  1869,  with  the  firm  of  F.  A. 
White  & Co.,  woolen  goods  manufacturers  of  Che- 
pachet and  Westerly.  In  1880  Fenner  R.  White  died 
and  the  firm  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Arnold,  disposing 
of  his  Chepachet  interest,  bought  out  the  entire  in- 
terest of  the  late  firm  at  Westerly,  and  associated 
himself  with  his  brother.  Louis  W.  Arnold,  under 
the  name  of  the  Westerly  Woolen  Company. 

The  large  business  experience  as  a manufacturer 
and  successful  management  of  Mr.  Warren  O.  Ar- 
nold, his  financial  affairs,  his  good  common  sense 
and  practical  ideas  and  methods,  and  his  high 
standing,  made  him  an  available  man  as  the  candi- 
date of  his  party — the  Republican — for  Congress 
in  his  (the  Second)  Congressional  district.  His 
name  was  presented  at  the  Republican  Convention 
which  was  held  at  Pawtucket  Oct.  13,  1887,  by'  his 
fellow  townsman,  Mr.  A.  L.  Chester,  and  his  nom- 
ination followed  on  the  first  ballot,  IMr.  Arnold  re- 
ceiving fifty-three  of  the  sixty-eight  votes  cast : his 
nomination  was  then  made  - unanimous.  Around 
Mr.  .Arnold  public  opinion  had  centered  and  his 
nomination  came  without  preconcerted  work  of  any 
kind,  except  a determination  on  the  part  of  Repub- 
licans in  the  district  to  secure  the  best  man.  one 
uj)on  whom  the  entire  ])arty  would  unite.  Said  in 
substance  at  the  time  of  his  nomination  the  press 
of  his  section  of  the  State:  “iMr.  Arnold  is  a well 
known  man  in  this  jiart  of  Rhode  Island.  During 
the  last  seventeen  years,  more  or  less,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  in 
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Westerly,  being  at  the  head  of  the  W'esterly  Woolen 
Company,  and  the  company  which  preceded  it.  He 
is  known  as  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  of  unim- 
peachable reputation,  of  training  which  well  fits 
him  to  represent  the  best  interests  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  represents  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  of  to-day.  He  is  a temperance  man  in  prac- 
tice as  well  as  in  theory.  He  is  a protectionist,” 
et  cetera. 

At  a meeting  of  the  employes  of  the  Westerly 
Woolen  Company  held  Oct.  15,  1887,  the  following 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Where.\s,  We  learn  with  pleasure  that  one  of  our  em- 
ployers, Warren  O.  Arnold,  Esq.,  has  been  nominated  for 
Congress  from  the  Western  District  of  Rhode  Island; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we  the  employes  of  the  Westerly 
Woolen  Co.  state  to  the  public,  and  to  the  voters  of  said 
district  especially,  that  we  have  always  found  Mr.  Arnold 
to  be  a perfect  gentleirran,  a generous  employer,  and  a true 
friend  of  the  workingman,  and  that  he  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  every  one  employed  in  the  mills.  And  we  be- 
lieve it  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  laboring  class  of 
Rhode  Island  that  he  be  elected  to  said  office.  i\nd  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  twenty  employes  be 
appointed  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Arnold,  and  to  present  him 
with  a copy  of  these  resolutions. 

Potter  Whaley,  T.  C.  Pugh, 

Chairman.  Secretary. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Arnold  was  again  presented 
to  the  State  Republican  Convention  held  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  Oct.  15,  1888,  this  time  by  the  late 
Hon.  James  M.  Pendleton,  of  Westerly.  He  was 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  convention,  for  his  se- 
lection was  in  conformity  with  Republican  senti- 
ment throughout  the  district  and  State.  His  claims 
on  the  sufifrages  of  his  party  were  so  generally  rec- 
ognized his  unanimous  re-nomination  was  a fore- 
gone conclusion.  At  this  time  said  one  of  the  pa- 
pers of  the  State:  “Mr.  Arnold  is  a broadminded, 
shrewd  and  successful  business  man,  has  clear  and 
positive  convictions,  is  capable  of  a thorough  mas- 
tery of  every  subject  which  engages  his  attention, 
abhors  shams  and  is  withal  a man  of  sterling  integ- 
rity, qualities  which  never  long  go  unrecognized 
and  that  far  outweigh  any  of  which  the  average 
modern  politician  can  boast.  Were  all  our  legisla- 
tors men  of  that  stamp  a purification  of  the  politi- 
cal atmosphere  would  at  once  follow.” 

The  letter  of  acceptance  of  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Arnold  was  regarded  as  clear.  “He  unhesitat- 
ingly  puts  himself  on  record  upon  leading  public 
questions  in  a straightforward  business-like  man- 
ner. There  is  no  demagogism  nor  evasion  for  tem- 
porary political  efifect.  He  accepts  the  nomination 
as  a representative  of  the  accepted  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.” 

Of  ]\Ir.  Arnold,  said  the  Providence  Journal, 
editorially:  “He  has  with  quiet  dignity  accepted 
the  Republican  nomination  and  declined  to  court 
the  favor  of  the  constituency  by  appeals  made  to  its 


prejudice  or  its  pocket.  If  elected  he  would  have 
no  excuses,  to  make  on  account  of  unfulfilled 
pledges ; and  he  is  amply  equipped  for  sound,  sub- 
stantial, useful  service  in  a legislative  way.  He 
would  not  promise  that  it  should  always  be  high 
tide  in  the  river,  but  he  would  give  to  the  interest 
of  the  State  in  this  most  important  relation  the  aid 
of  a strong  mind  and  a determined  purpose.” 

At  the  election  which  followed  his  re-nomination 
Mr.  Arnold  received  in  the  town  of  Westerly  565 
votes,  and  his  opponent.  General  Bradley,  256 
votes ; and  in  the  district  his  plurality  was  838  and 
majority  546. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  again  nominated  and  elected, 
serving  in  the  Lth,  List  and  LIVth  Congresses. 
During  his  three  terms  in  Congress  he  served  on  a 
number  of  important  committees,  among  the  most 
important  beiug  the  committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency,  and  the  committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  List,  and  the  committee  on  Appropriations  in 
the  LIVth  Congress.  His  labors  in  behalf  of  the 
State  have  won  for  him  the  commendation  of  its 
citizens. 

In  conversation  Mr.  Arnold  is  frank  and  freely 
expresses  his  convictions.  His  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Mary  Owen,  their  marriage  occurring  Oct. 
30,  1862.  They  have  no  children.  In  their  beauti- 
ful home  at  Chepachet  is  dispensed  a generous  hos- 
pitality. 

(IX)  Louis  W.  Arnold  was  born  in  Coventry, 
R.  I.,  Alarch  2,  1845.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Chepachet,  R.  L,  and  when  about  twelve  years 
old  went  to  live  with  Fenner  R.  White,  the  hus- 
band of  his  eldest  sister,  and  a well-known  woolen 
manufacturer  of  Chepachet.  In  this  way  Mr.  Ar- 
nold ])ractically  grew  up  in  the  woolen  manufactur- 
ing business.  He  began  as  a boy  in  the  mill,  and, 
by  applying  himself  closely,  learning  all  that  he 
could,  was  early  competent  to  fill  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility. In  1870  he  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  mill  at  Chepachet.  From  there  he  went  to  the 
mill  at  Burrillville  for  three  years.  In  1876  he  came 
to  Westerly  as  superintendent  and  one-fourth  owner 
of  what  was  then  the  F.  R.  White  & Co.  mill,  now 
the  plant  of  the  Westerly  Woolen  Company.  This 
plant  is  one  of  the  old-established  institutions  of  its 
kind  in  the  State.  Since  1848  the  business  may  be 
said  to  have  been  carried  on  in  one  form  or  another, 
for  a mill  building  was  begun  by  Babcock  & Morse 
about  that  year,  on  the  Rhode  Island  side  of  the 
Pawcatuck  river.  Not  long  thereafter  Air.  O.  AI. 
Stillman  erected  a brick  building  on  the  Connec- 
ticut side  of  the  river.  In  1862  additions  were  made 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Alills.  About  1875  the  present 
owners  secured  an  interest  in  the  property,  which 
has  been  greatly  improved  from  time  to  time.  In 
1880.  upon  the  death  of  Fenner  R.  White,  W.  O. 
and  L.  WA  Arnold  formed  a partnership  to  continue 
the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Westerly 
Woolen  Company.  This  plant  is  one  of  the  most 
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extensive  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  New  Eng- 
land, giving  employment  to  some  450  operatives  in 
the  manufacture  of  cassimeres  and  worsteds. 

While  a successful  manufacturer,  and  a man 
who  gives  his  business  his  closest  attention,  Air. 
Arnold  has  found  time  to  take  a prominent  part  m 
public  affairs.  A stanch  Republican,  and  not  only 
one  of  the  advisers  and  counsellors  of  his  party  in 
his  section  of  the  State,  but  one  of  the  party  s able 
and  influential  members,  his  opposition  or  his  sup- 
port in  political  affairs  is  strongly  felt.  He  has 
been  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  positions,  where 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  has  always  been  marked 
by  the  same  ability,  fidelity,  and  sincerity  that  have 
characterized  the  management  of  his  own  affairs. 
Air.  Arnold  has  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  in 
1893  as  first  representative ; in  1894  as  second  rep- 
resentative; he  was  in  the  Senate  in  1897,  1903, 
1904,  1905  and  1906.  He  was  elected  to  the  town 
council  in  1890,  1891,  1892,  1894,  1896,  1897.  He 
has  serv^ed  as  a member  of  the  State  Central  Com- 
mittee and  has  a wide  accpiaintance  throughout  the 
State.  Firm  in  his  convictions,  his  stand  for  right 
is  well  known.  The  wisdom  of  his  judgment  has 
often  been  shown  in  town  affairs,  where  his  inter- 
est is  keen  and  continuous.  Outspoken  and  never 
misunderstood,  his  attitude  is  always  clear.  He  is 
a prominent  member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  be- 
ing a member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AI., 
of  Chepachet;  of  Palmer  Chapter;  of  Narragansett 
Commandery,  K.  T. ; and  of  the  33d  and  Last  De- 
gree of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of 
Free  Alasonry  for  the  United  States  of  America 
and  their  Territories  and  Dependencies.  He  is  also 
a member  of  Palestine  Temple,  Alystic  Shrine,  of 
Providence. 

Air.  Arnold  was  married  Oct.  20,  1886,  to  Alary 
E.,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Alartha  (Greene)  Chap- 
man, and  their  son,  Louis  Whitman,  Jr.,  was  born 
Dec.  30,  1892.  Airs.  Arnold  has  a daughter  by  a 
former  marriage,  who  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Herbert 
W.  Rathbun,  of  Alystic,  Conn.  The  Chapman  fam- 
liy  has  extensive  mention  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

HARTWELL  (Providence  families).  Since 
along  in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century 
the  Hartwells  of  Providence  have  been  a contin- 
uous family  here,  and  there  have  been  among  them 
some  of  the  substantial  men  and  women  and  most 
useful  of  the  city’s  citizenship.  Such  a type  of 
manhood  as  was  the  late  Deacon  John  Bryant 
Hartwell,  long  one  of  the  leailing  merchants  of 
Providence,  of  whom,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
said  Dr.  Robinson,  then  President  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, “It  is  the  testimony  of  those  who  knew  him 
most  intimately  that  he  was  a man  of  deep  re- 
ligious convictions,  gentle  in  si)irit,  persistent  in 
purpose,  active  in  life,  and  ready  for  death,”  is 
long  treasured  in  a community.  Deacon  Hartwell’s 
son,  the  late  Alortimer  H.  Hartwell,  who  possessed 
many  of  the  traits  of  his  father,  and  who  was  his 


successor  in  business,  too,  was  a man  of  worth  in 
the  community  and  highly  esteemed.  Then  there 
are  still  here  others  of  the  Hartwell  name  and 
Alassachusetts  family  who  are  well  representing 
it,  now  active  in  the  city’s  business  and  social  life, 
among  them  Air.  Frederick  W.  Hartwell,  secretary 
of  the  General  Fire  Extinguisher  Company. 

The  common  American  ancestor  of  all  the  New 
England  Hartwells,  “it  is  supposed,”  according  to 
Shattuck,  who  wrote  of  the  Concord  family  (1835), 
was  William  Hartwell,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  that  town  in  1636.  This  William  Hart- 
well, it  is  said,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
England.  In  subsequent  life  he  was  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Quartermaster,  at  that  period  hon- 
orable in  military  life.  He  became  a large  land 
holder,  possessing  in  1666  several  hundred  acres. 
His  death  occurred  Alarch  12,  1690,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife,  whose  Christian 
name  has  been  given  as  Jasan,  died  in  1695.  Their 
children  were : John,  Samuel,  Jonathan,  Nathan- 
iel, Alartha,  Alary  and  Sarah.  Descendants  of  these 
at  least  in  tw5  lines  found  their  way  to  Providence. 

It  may  be  stated  that  personally  the  Boston  ar- 
tist, Alonzo  Hartwell,  a native  of  Littleton,  Alass., 
who,  as  a wood  engraver,  a profession  he  followed 
up  to  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  received  the 
silver  medal  of  the  Charlestown  (Alass.)  Alechan- 
ics’  Association  awarded  for  the  best  specimen  of 
art,  was  also  of  this  family.  It  was  after  1851  that 
he  achieved  a reputation  as  a portrait  painter. 

The  late  Jonas  Hartwell  of  Providence,  who 
came  thither  from  Oxford,  Alass.,  in  the  early 
years  of  the  last  century,  sprang  from  the  Concord 
family,  as  did  also  the  late  Deacon  John  Bryant 
Hartwell,  and  his  nephew,  Frederick  W.  Hartwell. 
The  lineage  is  traced  from 

Q)  William  Hartwell,  of  Concord,  Alass., 
1636,  and  his  wife,  Jasan,  through 

(H)  Samuel  Hartwell,  born  Alarch  26,  1645, 
in  Concord,  Alass.,  who  married  Oct.  26,  1665, 
Ruth  Wheeler,  of  Concord,  and  resided  probably  in 
that  part  of  Concord  which  became  Lincoln. 

(HI)  Samuel  Hartwell  (2),  born  Oct.  6,  1666, 
married  Nov.  23,  1692,  Abigail  Stearns,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Alassachusetts. 

(IV)  Ephraim  Hartwell,  son  of  Samuel  (2), 
born  in  June,  1706,  at  Concord,  Alass.,  married  in 
1732  Elizabeth  Hey  wood,  of  Concord.  Air.  Hart- 
well received,  in  1735,  shares  in  the  Narragansett 
lands  allotted  as  compensation  for  his  grandfather’s 
(paternal)  service  in  King  Philip’s  war.  Ephraim 
Hartwell  died  in  Lincoln,  Alass.,  Alay  7,  1793. 

(V)  Samuel  Hartwell,  son  'of  Ephraim  and 
Elizabeth  (Heywood),  born  in  Lincoln,  Alass., 
June  25,  1742,  married  Alary  Flint.  Air.  Hartwell, 
it  is  said,  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
at  the  battle  of  Wdiite  Plains.  He  was  a clock- 
maker. 

fAT)  Samuel  Estabrook  Hartwell,  son  of  Sam- 
uel .and  Alary,  born  in  1767,  in  Lincoln,  Alass., 
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married  about  1803  Abigail  W'ilson,  who  was  born 
in  1785,  and  died  in  1850.  They  lived  in  Alstead, 
N.  H.  He  engaged  in  merchandising,  farming  and 
cattle  dealing,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1844,  in  Langdon, 
New  Hampshire. 

(VH)  Samuel  Estabrook  Hartwell,  born  In 
1808,  died  Aug.  15,  i860.  He  engaged  in  farming 
at  Swanzey,  Walpole,  and  Langdon,  N.  H.  He 
married  Lucy  M.  King,  of  Hartford,  Vt.,  born 
April  I,  1815,  and  who  died  March  31,  1859.  They 
had  a family  of  five  children:  (i)  Ellen  M.,  born 
July  6,  1836,  was  married  in  January,  1869,  to 
Charles  M.  Lovell,  of  Alstead,  N.  H.,  and  they 
had  two  children : Anna,  born  in  1871  ; and  Erank, 
born  July  6,  1882.  (2)  Charles  E.,  born  Eeb.  3, 

1839,  married  Nov.  8,  i860,  Lucy  A.  Rice,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Harry,  born  June  6,  1869,  an 
electrical  railway  engineer.  They  reside  in  New 
York  City.  Mr.  Hartwell  enlisted  Aug.  22,  1862, 
in  Company  B,  14th  N.  H.  V.  L,  and  was  dis- 
charged July  8,  1865.  (3)  Sarah  E.,  born  Eeb. 

2,  1842,  died  Jan.  21,  1885.  She  was  a teacher  at 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  near  Philadelphia.  (4)  Har- 
riet L.,  born  Dec.  i,  1848,  was  married  Dec.  i\, 
1872,  to  Joseph  B.  Bishop,  of  Rehoboth,  editor  of 
the  Evening  Post,  New  York  City,  and  secretary 
of  the  Panama  Commission.  They  have  three 
children,  born  as  follows:  Alice,  Jan.  19,  1876; 
Hartwell,  June,  1880;  Earnum,  Jan.  17,  1886.  (5) 
Erederick  W.  was  born  Jan.  8,  1850. 

(VHI)  Frederick  W.  Hartwell,  born  Jan.  8, 
1850,  was  married  Oct.  15,  1873,  to  Mary  Loring 
Hartshorn,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
Aug.  14,  1851,  daughter  of  Joseph  Charles  Harts- 
horn. These  children  came  to  this  union:  Joseph 
C.,  born  Aug.  20,  1874,  is  connected  with  the  en- 
gineering department  of  the  General  Fire  Extin- 
guisher Company;  John  S.,  born  Dec.  22,  1875, 
died  in  1882 ; Lucy  K.,  born  Feb.  16,  1878, 
married  William  B.  Peck,  and  has  two  children, 
jMargaret  Hartwell  (born  July  19,  1904)  and  Ruth 
Hartshorn  (born  Dec.  13,  1906)  ; jMary  H.,  born 
Nov.  21,  1882;  Helen  T.,  born  Oct.  28,  1885. 

In  1861  Mr.  Hartwell  came  to  Providence  to 
live  with  his  uncle,  John  B.  After  attending  the 
public  schools  and  Providence  high  school  he  went 
to  a boarding  school  at  Meriden,  N.  H.,  for  a year. 
In  1868  he  entered  the  employ  of  Day  & Chapin, 
in  their  office,  and  later  in  the  Elm  Street  W oolen 
Mill,  as  bookkeeper  and  paymaster,  and  remained 
in  their  employ  for  five  years.  In  1873,  at  the  so- 
licitation of  Ivir.  Hartshorn,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Providence  Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  became  secretary  in  1884.  In 
1893  this  company  was  consolidated  with  the 
Neracker  & Hill  Sprinkler  Company,  under  the 
name  of  the  General  Fire  Extinguisher  Company, 
and  Mr.  Hartwell  became  secretary,  and  in  1906 
a director  as  well.  He  is  a director  of  the  Atlantic 
National  Bank,  and  since  1866  he  has  been  an 


active  member  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church,  and 
since  1902  the  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Prov- 
idence Y.  jM.  C.  a.,  was  its  president  from  1898 
to  1900,  and  is  now  serving  on  its  board  of  man- 
agers. 

(VH)  John  Bryant  Hartwell,  son  of  Sam- 
uel E.  and  Abigail,  born  Oct.  17,  1816,  in  Drews- 
ville,  N.  H.,  married  March  21,  1842,  Harriet  Hall, 
a descendant  of  W’illiam  Hall,  who  settled  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1638.  Mrs.  Hartwell  died  Feb.  3, 
1891,  aged  seventy-four  years.  They  had  four 
children,  Annie  L',  wife  of  Jeffrey  Hazard,  of 
Providence ; John  S.,  who  died  in  young  manhood ; 
Mortimer  H. ; and  George  A.,  who  died  young. 

Studious  and  thoughtful  as  a boy,  the  comfort- 
able circumstances  of  his  parents  enabled  him  to 
acquire  what  he  eagerly  sought,  an  excellent  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to  Prov- 
idence and  prepared  to  enter  college  with  some 
thought  of  ultimately  entering  upon  the  Christian 
ministry.  Duty  seeming  to  call  him  elsewhere,  he 
found  employment  in  the  store  of  James  H.  Read, 
where  his  upright,  manly  bearing,  his  courteous 
demeanor,  and  his  conscientious  devotion  to  his 
duties  won  for  him  unusual  respect.  Advancing 
rapidly  in  his  business,  a few  years  later  he  started 
for  himself  in  a small  store  in  the  Arcade,  under 
the  name  of  Hartwell  & Cragin.  After  several 
times  changing  his  quarters  here,  his  rapidly  in- 
creasing business  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  seek 
more  commodious  accommodations  elsewhere,  and 
several  years  afterward  he  moved  into  the  building 
on  WTybosset  street,  later  occupied  by  Hartwell, 
Richards  & Co.,  where  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
subsequently  prosperous  business  of  that  influen- 
tial firm.  Beginning  here  under  the  name  of  Hart- 
well, Dudley  & Co.,  as  the  business  increased,  new 
partners  were  taken  in,  Mr.  Dudley  having  sought 
a position  elsewhere,  until  the  house  assumed  the 
name  of  Hartwell,  Richards  & Co.,  at  one  time  one 
of  the  oldest  and  largest  wholesale  dry  goods 
houses  in  Providence. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Hartwell’s  death,  Dec.  9, 
1872,  the  Providence  Daily  Journal  said  of  him  ed- 
itorially : 

“As  a citizen  Mr.  Hartwell  was  honored  and 
respected  of  all  men ; enemies  he  had  not,  for  no 
one  could  find  aught  in  him  to  dislike.  Upright, 
frank  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  with  men, 
there  was  about  him  that  dignified  grace  which  al- 
ways marks  the  true  man  and  commands  for  him 
the'  respect  of  his  fellows.  None  spoke  of  him  save 
as  a ‘good  man.’  Never  seeking  public  notice,  he 
was,  by  the  inherent  force  of  his  character,  widely 
known  and  loved,  and  his  death  falls  upon  our  city 
to-day  with  a sorrow  almost  personal  in  its  keen- 
ness.' Except  that  for  a time  he  represented  his_ 
town,  while  living  in  North  Providence,  in  the 
General  Assembly,  he  was  not  honored  with  civil 
office,  yet  the  influence  of  private  life  brought  for 
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him  a more  endearing  and  a more  lasting  remem- 
brance than  a lifetime  of  political  service  could 
have  secured.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life 
he  was  a trustee  of  Brown  L'niversity,  and  warmly 
interested  in  its  welfare. 

"The  virtues  of  his  private  life  can  never  be 
written.  They  find  their  most  eloquent  tribute  to- 
day in  the  warm  tears  which  well  from  so  many 
eyes  whose  weeping  his  kind  and  ever  generous 
hand  had  soothed,  in  the  broken  accents  of  many 
an  orphan  and  widow  whose  rough  and  clouded 
pathway  his  kindly  charity  has  smoothed  and 
brightened. 

"To  the  religious  community,  and  to  the  church 
of  his  faith,  his  loss  will  seem  an  affliction  almost 
too  grievous  to  be  borne.  Foremost  of  all  in  his 
zeal,  his  Christian  faith,  his  fidelity  to  duty,  his 
was  the  strong  arm  upon  which  all  leaned,  his  the 
unerring  counsel  all  loved  to  follow.  He  stood  like 
a great  light,  in  the  church  which  he  did  so  much 
to  build  up  and  free  from  debt,  and  in  whose  ser- 
vice he  spent  almost  the  last  hours  of  his  life. 
Cienerous  in  all  things,  he  was  especially  so  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  his  ^Master’s  service,  and  no  charity 
turned  from  him  save  with  a well  filled  hand.  That 
kindly  smile,  while  during  the  last  few  years  of  his 
seemed  to  bear  so  much  of  the  light  of  Heaven  in 
it,  came  to  many  a struggler  for  a purer  life  like  a 
revelation  from  above.  The  good  he  has  done  will 
live  after  him  so  long  as  men  shall  admire  Chris- 
tian virtue,  and  as  for  the  evil,  he  never  had  any. 

“Before  the  mighty  grief  which  has  fallen  upon 
his  widow  and  his  two  weeping  children  let  us  bow 
our  heads  in  reverent  silence.  Rude  would  be  the 
hand  which  would  strive  to  lift  the  veil  from  a 
grief  so  sacred.  Host  common  seems  to  the  cog- 
nizance of  loving  friends  the  commonplace  conso- 
lation before  a sorrow  so  overwhelming. 

"Let  us  pause  a moment  in  the  whirl  of  our 
modern  life  and  draw  a lesson  in  purity,  goodness 
and  virtue  from  this  record  of  a faithful  citizen,  a 
true  man,  a sincere  Christian.” 

(\TJI)  Hoktimer  Hall  Hartwell,  son  of 
John  Bryant  and  Harriet  (Hall)  Hartwell,  was 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  iMarch  3,  1849,  and  at  an 
early  age  was  placed  in  the  University  Grammar 
School,  Providence,  where  he  was  instructed  in  the 
rudiments  and  fitted  for  college  under  the  tuition 
of  Herrick  Lyon  (Brown  University,  1841),  and 
his  brother,  Emory  Lyon  (Brown  University, 
1858).  He  entered  the  freshman  class  of  Brown 
University  during  the  Presidency  of  Dr.  Sears, 
was  one  year  under  President  Chase  and  two  years 
under  President  Caswell.  He  was  graduated  in 
1870.  Immediately  ui)on  graduation  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a wholesale  dry  goods  merchant  with 
Hartwell,  Richards  & Co.,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1872  he  was  admitted  as  a partner  in  the  firm.  His 
father  dying  at  the  close  of  the  vear  the  son  suc- 
ceede<l  him  as  the  leading  partner.  The  business 
prospered,  and  the  year  1877  t'^ev  removed  from 


Weybosset  street  into  their  new  and  spacious  store 
and  warehouses  on  Pine  street,  corner  of  Hay. 

iMr.  Hartwell  was  a man  of  excellent  business 
habits,  of  decided  opinions,  and  a keen  observer 
of  passing  events.  Hence  his  influence  and  coun- 
sels were  sought  in  positions  of  public  trust.  He 
was  a director  of  the  Bank  of  America,  the  i\le- 
chanics’  National  Bank,  and  in  other  corporations 
and  companies.  In  1888  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  common  council  from  the  Seventh  ward, 
serving  as  a councilman  three  successive  years, 
acting  on  important  committees,  and  devoting 
much  valuable  time  to  the  interests  of  the  public. 
As  a member  of  the  joint  special  committee  on 
railroad  terminal  facilities  he  rendered  valuable 
service.  During  his  last  year  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Ordinances.  In  1884  he  was 
elected  a trustee  of  Brown  University,  and  this  po- 
sition he  held  until  his  decease,  a period  of  seven 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  advisory  and  ex- 
ecutive committee,  and  of  the  standing  committee 
on  investments,  besides  serving  on  special  commit- 
tees. He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Lyman  Gym- 
nasium, and  was  an  active  member  of  the  building 
committee.  His  death  was  felt  to  be  a great  loss, 
and  suitable  allusion  was  made  to  him  at  the  formal 
opening  of  the  building  in  December  of  that  year. 
These  multiplied  labors  and  responsibilities  proved 
too  much  even  for  his  naturally  vigorous  body. 
In  the  midst  of  his  work  he  was  suddenly  stricken 
down  by  a stroke  of  apoplexy,  and  after  a few 
brief  days  his  life  on  earth  was  ended.  His  death 
occurred  July  21,  1891. 

On  Oct.  10,  1877,  iMr.  Hartwell  was  married 
to  Jennie  Anthony  Alowry,  of  Providence,  who 
was  born  iMarch  9,  1855,  and  four  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely:  John  (H,  D.),  Hortimer, 
Everett  (of  Providence)  and  Arthur.  The  mother 
remarried,  marrying  (second)  Rev.  Thomas  D. 
Anderson,  D.  D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  who  is  secre- 
tary of  the  corporation  of  Ilrown  University. 

RE\^  JOSEPH  CHARLES  HARTSHORN, 
Providence  (deceased),  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Orcutt)  Hartshorn,  was  born  Oct.  27,  1812,  in 
Boston,  Hass.  His  father  died  Nov.  23,  1814,  and 
an  only  brother  Sept.  28,  1815.  The  widow  and 
mother  remarried  Nov.  9,  1823,  marrying  Thomas 
B.  Loring,  of  Boston.  The  latter  was  a sailmaker, 
and  under  him  young  Joseph  served  an  apprentice- 
ship, and  with  his  earnings  at  his  trade  provided 
himself  with  the  means  to  further  his  education. 
In  1834  he  began  a course  of  study  preparatory  to 
college  at  the  Worcester  Academy,  and  afterward 
he  attended  the  South  Reading  Academy,  at  what 
is  now  Wakefield,  iMass.  He  entered  Brown  Lffli- 
versity  in  the  autumn  of  1837,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  with  the  class  of  1841.  He  then  began 
the  study  of  theology  at  the  Newton  Theological 
Institution,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1844. 
Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  was  ordained 
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as  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Georgetown, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  until  1848,  when,  owing 
to  failing  health,  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw 
from  the  pastorate.  In  January,  1849,  removed 
with  his  family  to  what  is  now  Wakefield,  IMass., 
and  resumed  work  at  his  trade  of  sailmaking  with 
his  stepfather. 

In  September,  1850,  Mr.  Hartshorn  removed 
to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  became  treasurer  of  the 
Providence  Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Company,  where 
he  continued  until  in  IMay,  1884,  for  a period  of 
thirty-three  years. 

After  leaving  the  pastorate  Mr.  Hartshorn  oc- 
casionally preached,  and  while  living  in  Provi- 
dence he  was  an  active  member  of  and  deacon  in 
the  Central  Baptist  Church.  In  March,  1857,  he 
organized  a Bible  class  for  young  men,  which  he 
led  for  eleven  years,  discontinuing  it  reluctantly  in 
1868  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  a liberal  contrib- 
utor to  the  funds  of  that  association.  He  was 
president  of  the  association  for  the  years  1857  and 
1858.  For  several  years  beginning  with  1855  he 
was  a member  of  the  School  committee.  In  1856 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  common  council, 
and  for  a time  served  as  inspector  of  the  State’s 
Prison.  He  was  chosen  a trustee  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1872  and  Served  on  various  important 
committees.  He  not  only  gave  time  and  valued 
counsel  to  the  college  in  this  way,  but  he  was  a 
liberal  donor  to  its  funds.  He  founded  two  schol- 
arships, “The  Joseph  C.  Hartshorn  Scholarship 
I,”  of  $1,000  and  “The  Joseph  C.  Hartshorn  Schol- 
arship II,”  of  $2,000.  He  also  established  the 
Hartshorn  premiums  in  mathematics  (three  in 
number)  by  giving  a fund  of  $1,000.  In  all  enter- 
prises of  the  Church  and  College  he  was  a liberal 
and  cheerful  supporter.  He  gave  largely  to  re- 
ligious and  educational  institutions,  as  well  as  to 
charitable  objects.  He  gave  many  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  Home  for  Consumptives  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Hartshorn,  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Rachel 
Hartshorn,  founded  the  Hartshorn  Memorial  Col- 
lege in  Richmond,  Va.,  for  the  education  of  young 
women  of  African  descent.  To  this  college  while 
living  he  gave  in  all  $26,000,  and  he  remembered 
it  in  his  will  with  $15,000  additional.  The  Baptist 
Theological  Institution  at  Newton  Centre,  Mass., 
received  generous  support  from  him,  and  was  like- 
wise remembered  by  him  in  a bequest  of  $15,000, 
which  was  expended  in  the  new  library  building. 

On  Aug.  25,  1844,  Mr.  Hartshorn  was  married 
to  Rachel  Thurber,  of  Providence.  She  died  in 
that  city  Oct.  21,  1882,  and  on  Aug.  30,  1883,  he 
married  (second)  Mary  T.  Rowe,  of  New  Glou- 
cester, Maine.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born 
two  daughters,  one  now  Mrs.  Frederick  \\’.  Hart- 
well, and  the  other  now  Mrs.  James  Shaw,  Jr. 
An  adopted  daughter  who  became  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Prof.  R.  S.  Colwell,  of  Dennison  University, 
died  in  August,  1882. 


Mr.  Hartshorn  died  July  ii.  1889,  in  Newton 
Centre,  Mass.,  aged  seventy-six  years,  eight 
months  and  fourteen  days.  His  wife  survived 
him. 

At  the  funeral  of  ]Mr.  Hartshorn  at  the  Central 
Baptist  Church,  Providence,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hovey 
thus  summed  up  the  story  of  his  life : 

"For  to  do  good  and  communicate  had  become 
his  second  nature.  You  yourselves  know  that  this 
church  and  this  city,  and  the  university,  for  which 
it  is  distinguished,  have  shared  in  his  love  and 
honor.  The  school  at  Richmond,  the  institution 
where  he  studied  for  the  ministry,  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Newton  Centre,  the  Consumptives  Home 
in  Boston,  the  Missionary  Union  and  many  other 
Christian  and  benevolent  associations  have  felt  the 
touch  of  his  open  hand,  and  have  been  grateful  for 
the  help  that  it  brought.  But  only  those  who  were 
sheltered  in  his  home  can  appreciate  the  usefulness 
of  his  nature  and  the  sweetness  of  his  charity. 
With  them  must  be  left  the  sacred  treasure  of 
words  and  deeds  that  cannot  be  revealed  until  the 
last  day.  In  their  hearts  it  is  safe.” 

SPENCER.  The  Newport  family  of  Spencers, 
the  head  of  which  was  the  late  Abiel  Sherman 
Silencer,  who  for  many  years  was  a merchant  of  the 
town,  and  also  employed  in  mechanical  lines  there, 
and  who  has  been  followed  by  several  successive 
generations,  sons  and  grandsons,  some  of  whom 
are  still  active  in  business  life  and  useful  in  citizen- 
ship, is  a branch  of  the  ancient  and  honored  East 
Greenwich  Spencer  family. 

(I)  John  Spencer,  the  earliest  Rhode  Island  an- 
cestor of  the  family,  was  first  of  Newport,  and  then 
of  East  Greenwich.  He  is  of  record  as  early  as 
1 66 1,  was  made  a freeman  in  1668,  was  one  of  the 
first  purchasers  of  the  lands  comprising  East  Green- 
which  in  1677,  was  town  clerk  of  that  town  from  1677 
to  1683,  was  conservator  of  the  peace  in  1678,  and 
deputy  in  1680.  The  Christian  name  of  the  wife  of 
John  Spencer  was  Susannah,  and  their  nine  chil- 
dren, all  born  between  1666  and  1683,  were : John, 
Michael,  Benjamin,  William,  Robert,  Abner, 
Thomas,  Susannah  and  Peleg. 

Of  John  Spencer,  the  father  of  the  family  just 
named,  Austin,  the  Rhode  Island  genealogist,  says: 
“He  may  have  been  the  son  of  Michael  Spencer, 
who  was  of  Cambridge,  Alass.,  1634,  and  later  of 
Lynn,  and  may  also  have  been  identical  with  that 
John  Spencer  who  was  made  the  heir  of  his  uncle, 
John  Spencer.  [The  latter  made  his  will  in  1637  at 
Newbury,  returned  to  England,  and  his  will  was 
proved  at  Salem,  Mass.,  1649.]” 

The  sons  of  John  Spencer  of  East  Greenwich 
all  settled  there,  married  and  had  families ; two  of 
them,  William  and  Robert,  later  removed  to  North 
Kingstown,  and  Robert  still  later  to  Exeter,  R.  I., 
and  most  of  the  sons  were  prominent  in  public  af- 
fairs. 

(IF)  John  Spencer,  son  of  John,  was  born  April 
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20.  1666,  and  married  Audry,  born  Dec.  27,  1667, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Almv)  Greene.  They 
lived  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  he  being  a cord- 
wainer.  He  was  deputy  from  East  Greenwich  many 
times  between  1699  and  1729,  and  was  justice  of 
the  peace  and  speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies  in 
1712  and  1729.  He  died  in  1743,  his  wife  dying 
in  1733.  They  had  two  sons:  John,  born  June  10, 
1693.  and  ^^'illiam.  born  iMay  6,  1695. 

(HI)  William  Spencer,  son  of  John,  was  born 
jMay  6,  1695,  and  married  'May  10,  1716,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Rice,  of  ^^’arwick,  R.  I.  Their 
children  of  East  Greenwich  „ town  record  were : 
John,  born  Jan.  25,  1717;  Richard,  March  16,  1718; 
Alice,  April  6,  1720:  William.  Jr.,  July  14,  1725; 
Elizabeth,  Dec.  i,  1727;  Job,  IMarch  26,  1730;  Na- 
than, June  25,  1732;  Samuel,  Dec.  24,  1734  (died 
Oct.  3,  1736)  ; Benjamin,  Jan.  28,  1736;  Leah,  Sept. 
14,  1742. 

(I\')  Nathan  Sjjencer,  son  of  William,  was  born 
June  25,  1732,  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  where  he 
married  and  resided  during  his  life.  Among  his 
children  was  Charles  Spencer. 

(\')  Charles  Spencer,  son  of  Nathan,  was  born 
in  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  where  he  married  April 
I,  1787,  Lydia  Spencer,  daughter  of  Silas  Spencer. 

(\T)  Abiel  Sherman  Spencer,  son  of  Charles 
and  Lydia  (Spencer)  Spencer,  was  born  Jan.  21, 
1788.  in  West  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  New- 
port. R.  I.,  Feb.  25.  1878,  aged  ninety  years,  one 
month,  four  days.  He  was  a mechanic  by  trade, 
and  was  for  many  }ears  engaged  in  the  wood-turn- 
ing business,  also  conducting  a store  in  Newport, 
on  Bridge  street,  which  he  opened  on  Nov.  10,  1810. 
He  married  on  Jan.  21,  1813,  Mary  Irish,  of  New- 
port, who  was  born  Nov.  2,  1788,  and  died  Dec.  23, 
1863.  and  to  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: iMartha  I..  who  married  Christopher  Bur- 
dick, of  New  Bedford,  Mass. ; Ann,  who  married 
George  Peabody,  of  Newport:  Elizabeth  IM.,  who 
married  H.  C.  flridgliam,  of  Mystic  Bridge,  (Tonii. ; 
Lydia,  who  married  Alexander  Williams,  of  New- 
port : Mary,  who  married  J.  Appleby  Williams,  of 
Newport : Charles  A.,  who  married  Lydia  King,  of 
Newport ; Susan,  who  married  Henry  L.  Davis,  of 
Newport,  and  later  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Sarah 
B.,  who  died  unmarried : and  George  I.,  who  is  the 
only  survivor  of  the  family. 

(\TI)  George  Irish  Spencer,  who  was  born 
March  7,  1831,  in  Newport,  R.  I..  is  engaged  in  the 
pension  business,  executing  vouchers,  and  also  con- 
ducts a variety  store  at  No.  66  Bridge  street,  the 
latter  being  the  business  formerly  conducted  by  his 
father.  On  Aug.  t6.  1862.  I\Ir.  Spencer  enlisted  in 
Com])any  G.  4th  Rhode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry, 
giving  his  services  to  his  country  in  the  memorable 
Civil  war  for  nearly  three  years,  his  regiment  being 
engaged  in  various  important  engagements.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  Dec.  12.  1864. 
In  jwlitical  faith  he  has  always  been  a Republican, 
bnt  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  is  a 


member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  68,  Knights  of 
Honor.  He  was  married  Nov.  4,  1855,  O Augusta 
Perry  Fake,  daughter  of  Edward  Perry  and  Martha 
(Potter)  Lake,  of  Newport,  and  to  tliis  union  the 
following  children  were  born  : Edward  L. ; George 
Abiel,  who  died  aged  six  months;  and  Catherine 
A.,  who  is  unmarried. 

(VHI)  Edward  Lake  Spencer  was  born  Sept. 
15,  1856,  in  Newport,  and  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city  received  his  educational  training. 
Upon  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Newport,  Continuing  in  that  capacity  for  but  a short 
time  when  he  was  promoted  to  teller,  a position  he 
efficiently  filled  until  1905,  when  that  bank  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Newport  Trust  Company,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  First  National  liquidated.  On 
July  8,  1907,  Mr.  Spencer  engaged  in  the  real  es- 
state  and  insurance  business,  in  which  he  is  meeting 
with  success.  He  is  also  a notary  public  and  audi- 
tor of  accounts.  In  political  faith  Mr.  Spencer  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  1903  he  was  elected  treasurer  of 
the  city,  a position  he  held  for  one  year.  In  1906, 
at  the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter 
granted  the  city  of  Newport,  Mr.  Spencer  was 
elected  a member  of  the  representative  council  from 
the  First  ward  for  the  two-year  term,  and  at  the 
first  meeting  of  that  body  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  board  of  tax  assessors.  He  is  a member  of 
Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  New- 
port, and  has  been  grand  treasurer  of  the  grand 
council  of  Rhode  Island  since  the  organization  of 
that  body,  in  1890.  He  is  also  a member  of  Powell 
Council,  No.  65,  Home  Circle,  and  was  secretary 
thereof  for  a number  of  years ; and  is  connected 
with  Malbone  Lodge,  No.  93,  New  England  Order 
of  Protection.  Mr.  Spencer  and  his  wife  attend  the 
Channing  Memorial  Church  of  Newport. 

On  Feb.  ii,  1882,  Mr.  Spencer  married  Miss 
Helen  Mason  Hunter,  daughter  of  David  Hunter, 
of  Lodi,  N.  J.,  and  to  this  union  two  sons  have  been 
born,  Herbert  Edward  and  Herbert  Edward  (2), 
both  of  whom  died  young. 


JOHN  ALLEN  BATTEY,  retired  manufac- 
turer and  liveryman,  former  representative,  sen- 
ator, etc.,  of  Fiskeville,  R.  I.,  comes  of  one  of  the 
ancient  and  prominent  families  of  Rhode  Island, 
descending  in  the  paternal  line,  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion, from  Samson  Battey,  from  whom  his  lineage 
is  through  John,  John  (2),  William  and  Allen 
Battey.  These  generations  somewhat  in  detail  fol- 
low in  regular  order. 

(I)  Samson  Battey  was  at  Jamestown,  R.  I., 
as  early  as  1677,  Oct.  31st  of  which  year  he  was 
one  of  forty-eight  who  were  granted  5,000  acres  of 
land  to  be  called  East  Greenwich.  He  was  taxed 
in  1680.  In  1690  he  bought  300  acres  of  land  in 
Pettaconscutt.  He  was  a lieutenant  in  1695,  a 
freeman  in  1700  and  deputy  in  1706  and  1716. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Dinah ; 
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died  Nov.  i6,  1698.  Their  children  were:  Phebe, 
born  July  6,  1687:  John.  Sept.  7,  1688;  Dinah, 
May  12,  1691 ; William,  March  6,  1693 ; Clemence, 
July  4,  1695;  and  a daughter,  Oct.  5,  1698  (who 
died  the  same  day). 

(II)  John  Battey,  son  of  Samson,  born  Sept.  7, 
1688,  married  Sept.  16,  1707,  Margaret  Carr,  born 
Oct.  22,  1684,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Rebecca 
(Nicholson)  Carr.  John  Battey  died  in  1767.  He 
had  located  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  where 
there  is  a record  of  his  children,  they  being  as  fol- 
lows: Samson,  born  Dec.  18.  1709;  Nicholas,  May 
28,  1711;  Dinah,  Oct.  12,  1713;  Rebekah,  Sept. 
26,  1715;  William,  Jan.  20,  1717-18;  John,  March 
13,  1720;  Margaret,  Dec.  13,  1722;  Phebe,  Feb. 
20,  1725 ; and  Caleb,  June  22,  1729. ' 

(III)  John  Battey  (2),  son  of  John,  born 
March  13,  1720,  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  R.  I., 
married  Nov.  26,  1741,  Priscilla  Westcott,  of  Prov- 
idence, and  became  a resident  of  the  town  of  Scitu- 
ate,  R.  I.  Among  his  children  were;  John,  Joshua, 
William,  Josiah,  Henry  and  Lafayette. 

(IV)  William  Battey,  son  of  John,  born  Oct. 

2,  1759,  married  Oct.  13,  1782,  Betsey,  daughter 
of  James  Sheldon,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.  She  was 
born  Sept.  30,  1766,  and  died  Oct.  2,  1800.  He 
married  (second)  Aug.  23,  1801,  Lydia,  widow  of 
Allen  Hill  and  daughter  of  James  Sheldon.  She 
died  Oct.  31,  1840,  aged  seventy-two  years,  twenty 
days,  and  Mr.  Battey  married  (third)  Dec.  2,  1841, 
Mrs.  Lucy  (HeaN)  Peckham.  His  children  were: 
(i)  Sheldon,  born  July  3.  1783,  married  (first) 
Roby  A.,  daughter  of  Maj.  Thomas  Williams,  of 
Providence,  and  (second)  Aug.  31.  1806,  Eliza. 
He  died  Feb.  10,  1842.  (2)  John  Anthony,  born 

March  29.  1785,  married  in  August,  1808,  Sarah 
Blackmore.  (3)  William,  born  Jan.  24,  1787,  at 
Savannah,  Ga.,  married  (first)  May  i,  180A  Cyn- 
thia   ; she  died  Nov.  12,  1809,  and 

he  married  (second)  June  12.  1812,  Susan 

. Mr.  Battey  died  June  4,  1823, 

on  board  a schooner  from  Havana,  Cuba. 

(4)  James,  born  April  30,  1789,  died  May  20,  1792. 

(5)  Allen,  born  May  27,  1791.  is  mentioned  pres- 
ently. (6)  Horace  was  born  Aug.  14,  1793.  (7) 

Bet.sey  was  born  May  13,  1798.  (8)  A daughter, 

born  in  September,  1800,  died  the  same  month. 
(9)  James  Farnum,  born  July  12.  1803.  married 
April  19,  1824,  Dorcas  Atwood.  (10)  Julia  Ann, 
born  Feb.  24.  1805,  married  in  September,  1830, 
John  Atwood.  (ii)  Ann  Maria,  born  Dec.  2, 
1808,  married  Dec.  21,  1826-28,  Elijah  Sprague 
Codding. 

(V)  Allen  Battey,  son  of  William  and  Betsey 
(Sheldon)  Battey,  was  born  ]\Iay  27,  1791,  and 
died  Aug.  t8,  1861.  His  youth  was  passed  in  Scitu- 
ate  and  differed  but  little  from  that  of  the  average 
boy  of  the  period  and  community.  He  had  such  ad- 
vantages as  the  locality  afforded.  Throughout  his 
life  he  followed  the  vocations  of  farming  and 
teaming.  He  bore  a most  excellent  repute^ as  a 


citizen,  was  a man  of  determination,  and  a conclu- 
sion once  arrived  at  he  clung  to  it  with  much  ten- 
acity. He  lived  and  reared  his  family  in  comfort 
and  had  no  aspiration  toward  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  and  property.  His  friendships  were  many 
and  steadfast,  and  while  he  enjoyed  the  society  of 
friends  he  was  deeply  attached  to  his  home  and 
family,  and  his  devotion  to  them  was  only  equaled 
by  theirs  for  him.  Mr.  Battey  married  July  29, 
1813,  Fanny  Fenner,  born  April  29,  1797,  who  died 
May  29,  1872.  She  was  endowed  with  many  wo- 
manly and  Christian  virtues,  and  reared  her  family 
amid  moral  and  religious  environment.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Battey  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Allan  Horace,  born  July  30,  1830,  who  died  Dec. 
26,  1831  ; Ezekiel  T.,  born  in  1827,  who  died  in 
183^;  Francis  E. ; Betsey  Sheldon;  Sarah  IM. ; 
Amasa ; Ann,  who  married  Charles  Atwood,  of 
Providence ; Cynthia,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Ralph  and  died  in  Providence ; Fanny,  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Aldrich,  and  residing  in  Provi- 
dence ; and  John  Allen. 

(VI)  John  Allen  Battey  was  born  in  Scituate 
June  2,  1838.  After  attending  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  he  devoted  himself  to  various  pur- 
suits, finally  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  soap, 
his  output  being  marketed  with  the  numerous  mills 
of  the  Pawtuxet  valley,  where  it  was  consumed  in 
the  washing  of  wool,  etc.  Mr.  Battey  began  as  an 
employe,  was  frugal  and  enterprising,  and  later 
purchased  the  business,  which  he  conducted  suc- 
cessfully for  some  years.  After  disposing  of  this 
industry  he  engaged  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
horses,  conducting  therewith  a livery  and  sales 
stable,  and  doing  a hack  and  teaming  business.  He 
bought  horses  in  the  West  and  in  Canada,  shipping 
them  to  his  home  market.  Having  always  been  a 
most  excellent  judge  of  live  stock,  particularly 
horses,  his  genius  in  this  direction  had  much  to  do 
with  his  success.  As  a business  man  he  was  fair  in 
his  dealings  and  honorable  in  all  transactions.  For 
some  years  he  has  been  practically  retired  from  the 
business,  which  is  being  continued  profitably  under 
the  management  of  his  son,  John  A.  Battey,  Jr. 

Mr.  Battey’s  ability,  popularity  and  valued 
citizenship  are  manifest  in  the  fact  of  his  having 
been  elected  to  nearly  every  office  in^the  gift  of  his 
town,  and  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  a majority  of 
different  political  views  than  those  to  which  he 
adheres.  He  has  served  as  assessor  of  taxes,  as 
a member  of  the  town  council,  as  representative  in 
the  General  Assembly,  and  in  the  latter  instance 
was  one  of  nine  Democrats  in  the  entire  assembly. 
His  success,  like  his  popularity,  has  been  due  en- 
tirely to  his  own  efforts,  and*  a policy  of  honesty, 
industry  and  thrift.  He  has  given  his  time,  eff'orts 
and  financial  assistance  to  all  projects  calculated 
to  advance  the  interests  of  his  community,  and  has 
also  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  many  individ- 
uals whom  he  deemed  worthy. 

]\Ir.  Battey  married  in  August,  i860.  Nancy 
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Holden  ]\Iatteson.  daughter  of  Russell  'SI. 
^Nlatteson,  of  Cranston,  R.  L,  and  to  them 
have  come  three  children:  i\Iabel  F.  (deceased)  ; 
John  Allen,  Jr.,  is  and  has  been  prominent 
in  the  political  affairs  of  Scituate,  and  has  credit- 
ably filled  the  office  of  assessor  of  taxes,  member  of 
council  and  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  General 
Assembly ; and  ^^’illiam  R.,  a resident  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business,  has  three  children,  William,  iMabel  C. 
and  Xancy. 

JOHN  .AI.  BATTEY,  son  of  Henry  A.  and 
grandson  of  John  A',  and  Sarah  (Blackmore)  Bat- 
tey,  has  for  many  years  been  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Providence,  especially  so  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles, and  until  a few  years  ago  was  active  in  his 
profession  of  contracting  and  building. 

Henry  A.  Battey,  his  father,  was  born  in  Scit- 
uate, and  during  nearly  all  of  his  life  made  build- 
ing and  masonry  his  vocation.  He  married  Alary 
Jane,  daughter  of  Sanford  Kingsley,  formerly  well 
known  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  R.  L,  and  descended 
from  old  and  honored  Xew  England  stock.  To 
this  union  there  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Sarah,  who  married  Henry  Atkinson  ; Reuben  ; 
Henry ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Alvin  Salisbury ; 
Angeiette;  John  Al. ; Hiram;  Henry  L. ; and  Alary 
L.  Of  these  John  Al.  alone  survives.  The  father 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years  in  1893,  at  that 
time  a resident  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  where  he  was 
a farmer  in  his  latter  vears.  The  mother  died  in 
1868. 

John  Alason  Battey  was  born  in  Providence 
July  22,  1841,  and  was  reared  in  Providence  until 
the  age  of  eight  years,  when  his  parents  removed 
to  the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  where  for  the  succeed- 
ing ten  years  Air.  Battey  attended  the  schools  which 
the  community  afforded  and  followed  the  life  usual 
to  the  country  boy  of  that  period.  His  school  days 
were  hardly  over  when  on  came  the  Civil  war, 
which  called  forth  so  many  of  the  youth  of  the 
land  to  their  country’s  defense,  and  he,  with  others, 
laid  aside  books,  work  and  youth’s  ambitions  for 
the  tented  field.  He  enlisted  on  Sept.  30,  1861,  in 
Battery  E,  ist  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Artillery, 
entering  the  service  as  a private.  On  July  5,  1863, 
he  was  promoted  to  corporal  and  on  Oct.  3,  1864, 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Providence. 
Air.  Battey  was  with  this  famous  regiment,  which 
was  most  distinguished  for  its  efficiency  and  which 
had  on  its  rolls  so  many  worthy  sons  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  many  battles,  contlicts,  sieges  and  skir- 
mishes, the  principal  ones  in  which  Battery  E took 
part  being  Yorktown,’ Glendale,  Alalvern  Hill,  Sec- 
ond Bull  Run.  Chantilly.  Fredericksburg,  Chanccl- 
lorsville,  Gettysburg.  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
Cold  Harbor.  Petersburg,  etc. 

After  his  return  from  the  service  he,  like  many 
other",  found  himself  without  capital  other  than 
his  own  industry  and  health.  He  soon  obtained 


employment  at  the  Rhode  Island  Locomotive 
Works,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  two  years. 
He  then  took  up  the  work  of  a carpenter  as  a vo- 
cation and  in  a short  time  was  a journeyman  at 
that  trade.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  others  until, 
in  1872,  he  began  as  a contractor  and  builder  on 
his  own  account.  In  this,  as  in  all  of  his  undertak- 
ings, he  was  successful,  and  continued  in  it  until, 
in  April,  1903,  he  retired  to  give  attention  to  his 
personal  interests  and  to  the  business  of  an  ad- 
juster and  appraiser,  in  which  he  is  at  present  en- 
gaged. 

Although  Air.  Battey  has  retired  from  active 
and  arduous  pursuits  he  retains  much  of  his  vigor 
and  activity,  and  his  appearance  displays  little  trace 
of  his  years,  his  long  and  perilous  service  as  a .sol- 
dier, and  his  prolonged  business  career.  This  he 
attributes  to  his  temperate  habits  throughout  his 
life,  and  though  he  has  experienced  exposure  and 
peril  in  many  forms  he  is  exceptionally  well  pre- 
served. His  life  has  been  well  lived  and  as  clean 
morally  as  it  has  been  honorable  and  without  stain. 
To  these  characteristics,  together  with  great  in- 
dustry, he  owes  his  success,  which  has  been  marked 
under  the  circumstances.  From  the  beginning  he 
has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  energy  and 
ability. 

Air.  Battey  has  been  prominent  in  G.  A.  R.  and 
I.  O.  O.  F.  circles.  In  the  latter  he  has  filled  most 
acceptably  many  offices  of  importance  and  has  been 
a member  of  Canonicus  Lodge  since  1870  and  of 
Aloshassuck  Encampment  since  1871.  At  the 
formation  of  Canton  “W  illiam  S.  Johnston’’  he  be- 
came a member  and  was  quartermaster-general 
for  one  year  under  Col.  Wk  S.  Johnston,  and  as 
quartermaster  ranking  as  captain,  he  served  under 
Col.  Linsey  Anderson  until  the  Canton  surrendered 
its  charter.  He  became  a member  of  Naomi  Lodge, 
D.  of  R.,  in  1872,  and  later  withdrew  to  assist  in 
the  formation  of  Rachel  Rebekah  Lodge.  He  has 
filled  all  of  the  chairs  in  his  lodge  and  for  some 
years  was  a trustee.  In  1889  he  was  grand  chaplain 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  in  1895  he  was  presented  a 
beautiful  and  substantial  emblem  in  appreciation 
of  his  labors  in  behalf  of  Odd  Eellowship  by  his 
brother  Odd  Eellows. 

Air.  Battey  married,  on  Dec.  31,  1866,  Alarga- 
ret,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Clayton.  Airs. 
Battey  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  and  came 
to  America  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Born  to  them 
were  two  children,  Alabel,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
and  Charles  Wk,  of  the  firm  of  Schofield  & Battey, 
manufacturing  jewelers  of  Providence.  Charles 
Wk  Battey  married  Aliss  Alice  Gill,  of  Providence. 

WTLLIAAl  STEA’ENS  LAWTON,  who  passed 
from  this  world  Dec.  22,  1904,  at  his  home  in  New- 
port, was  one  of  that  city’s  most  progressive  and 
successful  men,  honored  and  respected  in  business 
circles,  while  in  private  life  few  men  were  more  be- 
loved by  their  friends  or  had  won  to  a greater  ex- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1547 


tent  the  gratitude  of  less  fortunate  ones  by  thought- 
ful and  continued  philanthropy. 

The  Lawton  family  to  which  William  S.  Lawton 
belonged  is  of  English  descent,  and  has  been  rep- 
resented in  America  since  the  earliest  Colonial  days. 
His  line  of  descent  follows. 

(I)  Capt.  George  Lawton,  of  the  English  royal 

navy,  came  to  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  among  its  first 
settlers,  being  one  of  those  recorded  as  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  island  of  Aquidneck  in  1638.  From  that 
time  his  name  appears  frequently  in  various 
records  and  he  was  evidently  one  of  the  influ- 
ential men  of  the  Colony.  He  was  one  of 
the  twenty-nine  signers  of  the  Compact  of  1639, 
and  in  1648  was  a member  of  the  court  of  trials, 
while  in  the  same  year  he  was  recorded  as  owner 
of  forty  acres  of  land  located  near  the  property  of 
his  brother  Thomas.  He  was  made  a freeman  in 
1655,  served  as  deputy  in  1665,  1672,  1675,  1676, 
1679,  1680  to  1690,  inclusive,  excepting  the 

years  1687  and  1688.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Hazard,  and  their 
children  were : Isabel,  John,  iMary,  George,  Rob- 
ert, Susanna,  Ruth,  iMercy,  Job  and  Elizabeth. 
Captain  Lawton  died  Oct.  5,  1693. 

(II)  George  Lawton  (2)  married  Jan.  17,  1677, 
Naomi  Hunt,  daughter  of  Bartholomew,  and  they 
made  their  home  in  Portsmouth.  iMr.  Lawton  died 
Sept.  II,  1697,  .but  his  wife,  who  was  born  Sept.  15, 
1658,  survived  him  till  Jan.  13,  1721. 

(III)  Job  Lawton,  only  child  of  George  and 
Naomi,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1692.  By  the  will  of  his 
father,  made  and  proved  in  1697,  he  was  to  be  given 
the  best  education  possible  and  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een received  £600.  On  April  16,  1713,  he  married 
Priscilla  Thurston,  their  marriage  being  of  Newport 
town  record. 

(IV)  George  Lawton,  only  child  of  Job  and 
Priscilla,  was  born  Feb.  i,  1714.  He  married,  April 
18,  1742,  Hannah  Bidder,  and  they  had  children  as 
folows : Robert ; Mary ; George  ; Joseph,  born  Nov. 
I,  1748;  Benjamin;  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  31,  1754; 
James,  born  Sept.  20,  1755 ; Job,  born  July  24, 
1758;  and  Elizabeth,  born  June  2,  1760. 

(V)  Benjamin  Lawton  was  born  Nov.  7,  1751, 
probably  in  Newport,  where  he  died  in  about  1836. 
He  was  three  times. married,  (first)  July  24,  1774, 
to  Mrs.  Abigail  Price,  a widow,  (second)  i\Iarch  8, 
1780,  to  Miss  Rachel  Cahoone,  and  after  her  death 
(third)  to  her  sister  Rhoda.  He  spent  his  life  in 
Newport  engaged  as  a shoemaker  and  in  his  shop 
did  both  custom  work  and  cobbling.  He  had  a fam- 
ily of  nineteen  children,  of  whom  the  following  sev- 
enteen outgrew  infancy ; Robert,  James,  Abigail, 
Mary,  Susan,  Ruth,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Daniel  C.,  Ben- 
jamin Ingraham,  Louis  B.,  Samuel  H.,  Elizabeth, 
Charles,  Rachel,  David,  George  and  Rhoda. 

(VI)  James  Lawton  was  born  in  Newport  D''c. 
10,  1776,  and  died  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  He  was 
town  sergeant  for  many  years  and  in  the  days  of 
the  “town  crier”  he  was  a familiar  figure,  as  he 


went  through  the  streets  with  his  drum,  calling  the 
town  meetings.  He  was  married  to  Nancy  Stevens, 
of  Newport,  and  they  had  six  children,  Isaac, 
James,  Abbey,  Sarah  Ann,  Frances  and  William  S. 

(VH)  William  Stevens  Lawton  was  a lifelong 
resident  of  Newport,  where  he  was  born  June  14, 
1807.  Early  in  life  he  learned  cabinet-making  and 
shipbuilding  and  was  employed  in  those  occupations 
for  some  years.  Later  he  made  a business  of  fish- 
ing and  conducted  a fish  market.  For  some  time 
he  was  associated  with  his  brother  in  the  fish  bus- 
iness, eventually  buying  him  out  and  conducting 
the  business  under  his  own  name,  continuing  in  the 
same  for  a number  of  years.  He  reached  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-one,  passing  away  April  13,  1888. 
He  was  survived  by  his  widow,  Sarah  (Freeborn) 
Lawton,  who  died  April  21,  1903,  aged  ninety-four 
years,  two  months,  twelve  days.  Mrs.  Lawton  was 
a daughter  of  John  Freeborn,  of  Newport. 

A family  of  fifteen  children  was  born  to  William 
and  Sarah  Lawton,  nine  of  whom  outgrew  infancy, 
viz. : James,  born  in  1831,  a tailor  in  Chelsea,  Mass., 
married  Miss  Mary  INIumford,  of  Newport;  Sarah 
married  Peleg  Gibbs,  of  Newport,  and  died  in  An- 
napolis, ]\Id.,  in  1890,  aged  fifty-five  years;  Rebecca, 
residing  in  Newport,  is  the  widow  of  William  Rose, 
an  iron-molder,  who  died  in  1887;  George  C.,  born 
in  1838,  a bookkeeper  in  the  Seaside  Market,  New- 
port, married  Caroline  Zieroth  ; Eunice  became  the 
wife  of  William  G.  Peckham,  in  the  express  and 
transfer  business  in  Newport ; Annie,  a resident  of 
Providence,  is  the  widow  of  Alexander  B.  Gladding, 
a jeweler  of  that  city;  Vnlliam  S.,  is  our  subject; 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Otto,  a merchant 
tailor  in  Newport ; and  Henry  B.,  born  Jan.  27, 
1856.  is  in  the  provision  business  in  Providence, 
married  to  iMiss  Emma  Brown. 

(VIII)  William  Stevens  Lawton,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  Newport  Jan.  18,  1848.  Until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  was 
then  put  to  work  as  a clerk  in  the  market  and  pro- 
vision store  kept  by  the  late  Walter  Sherman.  After 
five  years  with  him  iMr.  Lawton  entered  upon  his 
association  in  the  same  capacity  with  the  late  Ben- 
jamin Bateman,  on  Pelham  street,  with  whom  he 
remained  seventeen  years.  Always  ambitious  to 
conduct  an  establishment  of  his  own,  iMr.  Lawton 
commenced  business  for  himself  in  1884,  opening 
the  Seaside  iMarket  on  Thames  street.  This  he 
developed  into  one  of^the  most  popular  and  profit- 
able concerns  in  the  city,  equipped  with  every  mod- 
ern appliance,  and  it  has  become  the  most  famous 
concern  of  its  kind  in  New  England.  Besides  his 
business  capacity,  iMr.  Lawton  possessed  in  a 
marked  degree  the  happy  faculty  of  pleasing  every- 
one, and  his  courteous,  affable  manner  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  his  success  in  building  up  a large 
trade,  his  patrons  including  many  of  the  summer 
residents. 

In  addition  to  his  own  private  interests  iMr. 
Lawton  was  actively  concerned  with  the  workings 
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of  a number  of  fraternal  and  social  organizations, 
with  many  of  which  he  had  been  connected  from 
their  establishment.  An  enthusiastic  Mason,  he  be- 
longed to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; Deblois  Council, 
No.  5,  R.  & S.  IM. ; Washington  Commandery,  No. 
4,  K.  T. ; and  Palestine  Temple,  IMystic  Shrine.  He 
was  also  a member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  49,  and 
Aquidneck  Encampment,  No.  5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  a 
trustee  of  the  former  from  its  organization,  and 
belonged  to  Esther  Lodge,  No.  5,  Daughters  of 
bekah.  He  was  a past  dictator  of  Union  Lodge, 
No.  668,  K.  of  H. : a member  of  Redwood  Lodge, 
No.  II,  K.  P. ; of  General  Burnside  Assembly,  No. 
64.  Royal  Society  of  Good  Eellows ; past  chief 
ranger  of  Court  \\'anton.  No.  6979,  E.  of  A. ; a 
member  of  Newport  Lodge,  No.  104,  B.  P.  O.  E. ; 
of  the  Newport  Horticultural  Society ; and  an  asso- 
ciate member  of  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren  Post,  No.  21, 
G.  A.  R. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lawton  was  a Republican  on 
national  issues,  but  he  was  independent  on  local 
matters.  Although  a candidate  at  one  time  for 
alderman  from  the  Fourth  ward,  he  was  never  par- 
ticularly active  in  public  affairs.  He  attended  the 
Thames  Street  ]\I.  E.  Church,  and  was  a very  liberal 
contributor  to  the  support  of  the  same. 

On  Jan.  12,  1871,  Mr.  Lawton  made  Miss  Mary 
McPartland  his  wife.  Mrs.  Lawton  was  a daughter 
of  John  McPartland,  of  Ireland.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  born:  (i)  George  C.,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father’s  business,  married  Miss  Bertha 
Burbridge,  daughter  of  John  Burbridge,  of  New- 
port, and  they  have  had  five  children,  Hayward, 
William  S.,  Harold,  Herbert,  and  Annie  B.  (who 
died  aged  seven  years).  (2)  Frederick  W.,  also 
connected  with  the  Seaside  Market,  married  Miss 
F'reda  Betts,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth.  (3)  Annie  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven. 

The  character  of  the  late  Mr.  Lawton  was  a rare 
combination  of  good  qualities.  Of  a kind,  genial 
and  generous  nature,  he  was  a good  neighbor,  a 
devoted  husband  and  an  indulgent  father.  A liberal 
giver,  many  an  individual  and  institution  shared  his 
bounty,  always  so  quietly  bestowed  that  the  full 
extent  of  his  benefactions  was  never  known.  His 
domestic  life  was  unusually  happy  and  his  hospit- 
able home  was  always  open  to  his  friends,  who  were 
legion.  Mr.  Lawton’s  marked  business  capacity  and 
his  financial  success  proved  that  the  qualities  of 
head  and  heart  were  well  balanced.  In  recent  years 
he  had  indulged  his  fondness  for  travel,  and  be- 
sides traveling  extensively  in  his  own  country,  in- 
cluding the  I’acific  coast,  had  been  abroad.  No 
resident  of  Newport  probably  was  a firmer  believer 
in  the  city's  future  than  i\lr.  Lawton,  and  he  was 
never  weary  of  praising  her  ideal  situation  and 
delightful  climate.  He  himself  did  much  for  his 
city  and  the  large  concourse  which  attended  his 
funeral  was  but  a fitting  tribute  of  appreciation  of 


his  work.  The  services  were  held  in  the  Thames 
Street  Church,  which  was  crowded  with  those  who 
desired  to  pay  a last  tribute  to  the  man  whom  nearly 
all  felt  to  be  a warm  personal  friend. 

GEORGE  W.  KENT,  a representative  citizen 
and  successful  business  man  of  Pawtucket,  belongs 
to  one  of  the  old  New  England  families. 

The  Kent  family  is  an  ancient  one  in  Massa- 
chusetts, the  forerunner  and  ancestor  of  the  Rhode 
Island  branch — some  of  the  descendants  of  which 
are  to  be  treated  of  here — appearing  at  Dedham, 
Mass.,  two  hundred  and  sixty  and  more  years  ago. 
The  ancient  nearby  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and 
subsequent  towns  formed  from  it  including  por- 
tions of  Rhode  Island,  has  been  the  home  of  the 
Kents  from  almost  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the 
ancestor,  and  in  that  part  of  the  town  from  which 
was  formed  the  town  of  Seekonk  and  of  the  latter 
from  which  still  later  was  created  what  is  now 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Pawtucket  lying  east  of 
the  river,  men  of  the  name  have  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
that  section  and  as  well  with  its  public  affairs. 
Reference  is  made  especially  to  some  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Remember  .Kent,  a patriot  and  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  to  his  son,  Seba,  who  was  among 
the  first  cotton  manufacturers  of  New  England, 
and  to  the  latter’s  son,  Lewis,  who  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  railroading  through  the  West,  and  to  the 
latter’s  son,  George  Warren  Kent,  the  present  treas- 
urer and  general  manager  of  the.  Narragansett- 
Milling  Company  of  Pawtucket  and  East  Provi- 
dence. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  something 
of  the  lives  of  these  men  and  of  their  family  his- 
tory. 

( I)  Joseph  Kent’s  name  appears  on  the  records 
at  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  married  Susannah 
George,  and  their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  in 
1665;  Samuel,  1668;  Joshua,  1672;  and  Susannah, 
Sept.  25,  1687.  Joseph  Kent  appeared  in  Dedham, 
Mass.,  in  1645,  where  he  arrived  from  England 
with  his  two  brothers.  His  brother,  Joshua  Kent, 
was  a townsman  of  Dedham  the  2d  of.  3d  month, 
1643 ; went  to  England  in  1644,  and  brought  back 
with  him  his  two  brothers  in  1645,  Joseph  being 
one  of  them.  The  latter  is  mentioned  in  the  tax 
rate  of  1659,  but  there  is  no  record  of  him  in  Ded- 
ham thereafter.  The  next  heard  of  him  is  in  Block 
Island,  which  was  settled  in  1661,  largely  by  peo- 
ple from  Braintree.  He  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  covenant  in  Swansea  in  1669,  and  was  admitted 
an  inhabitant  there  in  1673.  His  death  occurred 
in  1704.  [See  Kent  Family,  by  Briggs  (1898), 
pp.  114-116]. 

(II)  Joseph  Kent  (2),  son  of  Joseph  and  Sus- 
annah, of  Taunton,  born  in  1665,  married  (first) 

Nov.  II,  1690.  iMary  , (second)  about  1696 

Clarissa,  and  (third)  Dorothy,  daughter  of  James 
and  Lydia  Brown.  i^Ir.  Kent  lived  in  Swansea, 
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Mass.  He  was  an  ensign,  and  also  a representative 
to  the  General  Court  from  Swansea  for  many 
years.  He  died  at  what  is  now  Rumford  (but  then 
the  town  of  Rehoboth),  March  30,  1734-35,  and 
the  gravestone  marking  his  last  resting  place  has 
been  raised  and  reset  by  George  Warren  Kent,  of 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Dorothy  died  at  what  is  now 
Rumford,  in  June,  1727.  His  children  were;  Ly- 
dia, born  March  5,  1692;  Joseph,  Aug.  9,  1693; 
Dorothy,  Aug.  13,  1695;  John,  Aug.  9,  1697;  Sus- 
annah, baptized  at  Rehoboth ; Hezekiah,  born  Feb. 

6,  1699-170Q;  Susannah  (2),  March  i,  1701-02; 
i\Iary,  March  3,  1703-04;  and  Janet,  Aug.  20,  1707 
(some  of  whom  were  born  in  Swansea  and  some  in 
Rehoboth). 

(HI)  John  Kent,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born  Aug. 

9,  1697,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Rebecca  Car- 
penter, both  being  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth.  He 
died  Nov.  20,  1780.  He  and  his  wife  Rebecca  had 
the  following  children:  Elijah,  born  Dec.  30,  1727; 
Dorothy,  March  4,  1729;  John,  April  8,  1732  (died 
aged  four  years)  ; Nathaniel,  Nov.  12,  1734  (died 
in  1756);  Joseph,  Feb.  3,  1736;  John,  May  9, 
1739;  Mary,  Aug.  18,  1741 ; Ezekiel,  June  22,  1744; 
Remember,  July  28,  1746;  and  Rebecca,  Aug.  18, 

1750. 

(IV)  John  Kent,  born  May  9,  1739,  son  of 
John,  was  a soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
and  was  captured  when  Fort  William  Henry  was 
taken  by  the  French  and  Indians  under  Montcalm. 
He  was  carried  to  Canada,  where  he  was  a pris- 
oner for  two  years. 

(IV)  Elijah  Kent,  born  Dec.  30,  1727,  son  of 

John,  married  March  3,  1753,  Hannah  Perrin, 
born  in  1729,  both  being  of  Rehoboth.  Both  were 
received  into  the  Church  May  19,  1754.  They 
died,  he  on  Sept.  22,  1815,  and  she  Alay  17,  1787. 
Their  children  were:  Remember,  born  Jan.  7, 

1754;  Lydia,  born  March  16,  1756;  Hannah,  Sept. 
12,  1759;  and  Hannah  (2),  born  Aug.  ii,  17^. 

(V)  Remember  Kent,  son  of  Elijah  and  Han- 
nah (Perrin)  Kent,  born  Jan.  7,  1754,  died  April 

7,  1822.  He  married  (first)  Nov.  i,  1780,  Lucy 
Ide,  of  Attleboro,  born  Dec.  14,  1759,  and  (second) 
April  13,  1821,  Martha  Ide,  of  Seekonk,  Mass. 
Mr.  Kent  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution  from 
Rehoboth,  marching  on  the  Lexington  alarm  of 
April  19,  1775,  as  a private  in  Capt.  Nathaniel  Car- 
penter’s company.  He  was  also  a sergeant  in  Capt. 
Samuel  Brown’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpen- 
ter’s regiment,  in  1780,  marching  from  Rehoboth 
to  Tiverton  on  the  alarm  at  that  point.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Elijah,  born  Jan.  3,  1782;  Seba,  Nov. 
12,  1784;  Cynthia,  June  10,  1786;  Remember,  June 

10,  1788;  Lucy,  Jan.  19,  1790;  Preston,  Oct.  16, 
1792;  Lewis,  May  26,  1795;  Willington,  Nov.  14, 
1796;  and  Lamed,  Dec.  6,  1800  (all  born  to  his 
wife  Lucy). 

(VI)  Seba  Kent,  son  of  Remember  and  Lucy, 
born  Nov.  12,  1784,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  died  in 
Pawtucket  iMay  20,  i860.  He  married  Nabby  Ide, 


born  Aug.  16,  1788.  Their  children  were:  Eunice, 
born  ]\Iay  27,  1812,  married  Parley  I.  Perrin,  of 
Taunton,  Mass.,  where  she  died.  Henry,  born  July 
31,  1814,  married  Jane  Thompson,  and  died  in  New 
York  in  early  manhood  from  injuries  received 
while  trying  to  quell  a riot  among  his  workmen, 
while  he  was  engaged  in  railroad  construction. 
Lewis,  born  Dec.  7,  1816,  is  mentioned  below. 
Horace,  born  Aug.  10,  1820,  was  early  in  life  en- 
gaged in  railroad  construction,  but  later  settled 
in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  where  he  engaged  in  fruit 
growing,  and  he  died  there;  he  married  Lydia  A. 
Simmons.  Emily,  born  Aug.  7,  1826,  died  March 
31,  1832.  Mary,  born  July  10,  1831,  died  Nov.  28, 
1835.  Seba  Kent  early  in  life  became  interested 
in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  was  a strong  ad- 
vocate of  total  abstinence.  He  and  his  sons  drank 
from  the  spring  where  their  fathers  had  cooled 
their  rum.  He  worked  for  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery, when  to  be  called  an  abolitionist  was  a term  of 
reproach.  He  employed  many  negroes  who  had 
formerly  been  slaves,  and  was  their  counselor  and 
friend. 

Some  time  about  the  beginning  of  the  nhie- 
teenth  century  there  was  in  operation  on  Ten-jMile 
river  within  the  present  limits  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
a saw  and  grist  mill  owned  by  the  Kents,  at  a point 
which  became  known  as  Kent’s  Alills.  There  was 
erected  on  the  same  privilege  a cotton  mill  in  about 
the  year  1809.  This  latter  mill  was  mentioned  in  the 
act  separating  Pawtucket  from  Seekonk  in  1828. 
The  Kents  were  identified  with  the  business  of  these 
early  industries,  Seba  Kent  being  a partner  in 
Seekonk  in  the  cotton  mill,  which  was  among  the 
first  in  New  England.  In  1836  the  cotton  mill 
was  owned  by  Remember  and  Willington  Kent.  It 
then  contained  fifteen  looms  and  354  spindles,  and 
employed  sixteen  hands.  Subsequently  the  village 
became  known  as  Lebanon,  a larger  mill  replaced 
the  old  factory  about  1859,  and  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  yarns  and  knitted  fabrics  was  carried  on 
there  until  1888,  when  the  factory  was  burned 
down.  After  the  setting  off  from  Seekonk,  Mass.,  in 
1828,  of  the  east  side  of  the  present  Pawtucket,  as 
Pawtucket,  Mass,  (at  the  first  meeting).  Remember 
Kent  was  chosen  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  new 
town  at  its  first  meeting.  In  1832  he  became  its 
representative  in  the  General  Court  or  Assembly  of 
Massachusetts  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  some 
years  following. 

(VII)  Lewis  Kent,  son  of  Seba  and  Nabby 
(Ide)  Kent,  born  in  Seekonk,  Mass.,  Dec.  7,  1816, 
married  Dec.  28,  1843,  Lydia  French,  born  in  and 
a resident  of  Seekonk,  Mass.,  and  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Zilpha  French,  and  their  children 
were:  George  Warren,  who  is  mentioned  below; 
Josephine,  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Abbie  and 
Annie,  twins,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Lewis  Kent  received  only  a common  school 
education.  Early  in  life  he  was  engaged  in  run- 
ning a line  of  stages  from  Lonsdale  to  Providence, 
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R.  L,  0011111111111"  111  same  until  the  Providence  and 
Worcester  railroad  was  built  In  that  section,  and 
from  that  line  branched  out  Into  railroad  construc- 
tion work.  He  and  his  brother,  Henry,  and  later 
Horace,  were  engaged  In  building  sections  of  the 
Providence  and  \\'orcester  railroad,  after  which 
they  took  several  sections  of  the  Erie  railroad. 
They  then  went  farther  west  and  built  and  equip- 
ped ninety  miles  of  the  Northern  Division  of  the 
IMonon  route  from  Michigan  City  to  Lafayette, 
Ind.  Following  this  they  built  the  section  from 
State  Line  to  Logansport,  Ind.,  on  the  Toledo, 
Peoria  & Western  railroad.  After  the  death  of 
Henry,  Lewis  and  Horace,  In  company  with  others, 
built  a section  from  Warsaw  to  Rock  Island,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Culver,  Kent  & Co.  Lewis 
Kent  continued  to  engage  In  railroad  construction 
as  a member  of  this  company.  He  contracted 
cholera,  and  though  he  recovered  from  the  attack 
died  from  the  after  effects  of  the  disease.  In  Paw- 
tucket, on  Aug.  12,  1856.  His  wife  preceded  him 
by  about  a year,  dying  In  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  Aug. 
20„  1855.  In  political  views  Lewis  Kent  was  an 
old-line  Whig.  Though  a determined  man,  full 
of  force  and  energy,  and  very  pronounced  In  his' 
views,  he  had  a genial,  pleasant  disposition  and 
made  many  friends  and  admirers.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

(\TH)  George  W.vrren  Kent,  son  of  Lewis 
and  Lydia  (French)  Kent,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1844, 
at  Lonsdale,  R.  I.  Until  seventeen  years  old  he 
attended  the  public  schools  at  Pawtucket,  and  later 
became  a student  at  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  Providence,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
In  1864.  Meantime,  the  Civil  war  having  come 
upon  the  country,  young  Kent,  like  thousands  of 
others  of  the  youths  of  the  land  went  to  Its  defense. 
On  the  call  of  the  President  for  300,000  men,  made 
in  August,  1862,  to  serve  for  the  period  of  nine 
months,  and  on  the  organization  of  the  nth  regi- 
ment, R.  I.  V.  I.,  in  response  to  that  call  he  en- 
listed, becoming  a private  in  Company  K,  at  Provi- 
dence, Sept.  22,  1862;  and  serving  throughout  the 
command's  term  of  enlistment,  being  honorably 
discharged  July  13,  1863.  Returning  home  after 
his  war  experience,  and  with  an  honorable  soldier’s 
record,  he  again  took  up  his  studies,  preparing  him- 
self for  business  life.  This  over  with  he  went 
\\’est,  where  lie  began  his  business  career  in  con- 
nection with  railroad  work,  as  agent  at  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  of  the  Monon  Route,  continuing  thus  for  two 
years.  Returning  to  the  east,  he.  in  1865,  asso- 
ciated himself  with  his  uncle,  Horace  Kent,  engag- 
ing in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grain  and  flour  busi- 
ness at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.  Not  long  thereafter  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  this  business  and  went 
to  Europe,  where  he  spent  a year  in  travel,  during 
which  he  walked  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hun- 
dred miles,  sightseeing.  Coming  back  to  this 
country,  and  to  Pawtucket  in  1867,  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  ami  tlour  trade,  doing  a commis- 


sion business.  This  time  he  seemingly  hit  the  nail 
on  the  head,  for  in  it  and  in  lines  akin  to  it  he  has 
continued  most  successfully.  By  1875  his  business 
had  so  grown  as  to  necessitate  and  warrant  more 
commodious  quarters,  and  he  built  a wareroom 
in  the  rear  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  building  on  Main 
street.  Under  his  management  the  business  con- 
tinued to  expand  until  in  1894  it  waS  deemed  ad- 
visable to  incorporate  it  and  still  increase  facilities 
for  its  handling.  In  the  year  named  the  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  Milling  Company,  with  mills,  elevators, 
etc.,  -on  \’alley  street,  in  East  Providence,  the  latter 
point  being  a more  advantageous. one  for  the  trans- 
action of  business  and  the  distributing  of  the  pro- 
ducts through  the  New  England  States.  Of  the 
new  concern  ]\Ir.  Kent  was  chosen  treasurer  and 
general  manager,  which  close  relations  he  has 
since  sustained  to  the  corporation.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  it  has  been  through  his  business  sa- 
gacity and  foresight,  along  with  the  strict  attention 
he  has  given  to  every  detail,  that  the  success  of 
the  firm  is  largely  due.  The  corporation  does  one 
of  the  most  extensive  businesses  in  its  line  of  any 
concern  in  New  England.  Its  equipment  in  every 
respect  is  first  class,  and  there  are  branches  for 
distributing  purposes  at  Pawtucket  and  Darlington, 
R.  I.,  and  Taunton,  iMass.  Employment  is  given 
to  from  forty  to  fifty  hands.  Air.  Kent  has  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  live,  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  business  men  and  citizens  of 
his  community,  in  every  way  abreast  of  the  times. 
As  a business  man,  one  of  Mr.  Kent’s  strongest 
characteristics  is  thoroughness.  His  attention  to 
details  is  constant,  and  a thorough  knowledge  of 
them  renders  him  a competent  judge  and  intelligent 
critic. 

On  Jan.  12,  1870,  Air.  Kent  was  married  to 
Lydia  E.  Fairbanks,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy 
(Sweetland)  Fairbanks,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I., 
whose  ancestors  arrived  in  Boston  in  1633,  and  in 
Dedham  in  1636,  where  their  house,  built  soon 
after,  still  stands.  Five  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  namely:  (i)  Warren  C.,  born  in  July,  1871, 
died  Alay  27,  1872.  (2)  Archer  L.,  born  Oct.  13, 

1873,  is  manager  of  the  Pawtucket  branch  of  the 
Narragansett  Alilling  Company.  He  married 
Kezia  A.  Burlingame,  of  Pawtucket,  who  was  born 
April  16,  1876,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  Burlingame, 
and  they  have  three  children;  Florence  Aluriel, 
born  Alarch  27,  1901  ; Helen  Burlingame,  Oct.  26, 
1904;  and  Lloyd  Willington,  July  25,  1907.  (3) 

Revere  W'.,  born  Oct.  31,  1876,  spent  two  years  as 
a student  at  Brown  University,  and  has  since  been 
connected  with  the  Narragansett  Alilling  Com- 
pany. He  married  Sarah  B.  Cook,  of  Pawtucket, 
and  has  two  children,  Alarguerite.  born  Alarch  31, 
1904;  and  John  Warren,  born  Jan.  31,  1906.  (4) 
Ruth  J.,  born  Feb.  10,  1880,  and  (5)  Helen  F., 
born  April  28.  1884.  are  both  graduates  of  Smith 
College. 
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In  1906  George  Kent  completed  a large 
and  modern  new  home,  which  stands  on  the  land 
which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Kent  family 
in  1715,  it  being  one  of  the  last  divisions  of  land 
made  by  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass. ; and  this 
property  is  now  located  in  the  city  of  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  This  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  suburban 
residences  in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Kent  has  also 
purchased  and  improved  the  land  of  the  French 
family,  which  has  for  over  a century  and  a half 
been  in  the  possession  of  his  mother’s  family.  In 
his  political  views  INIr.  Kent  is  a Republican,  but 
he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  has  been 
distinctively  a business  man,  and  has  achieved  suc- 
cess in  the  line  along  which  his  ambition  has  led. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  the  Pawtucket  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association.  He  attends  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Pawtucket. 

In  • 1903,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  two 
daughters,  Mr.  Kent  made  a tour  of  Europe,  in 
his  automobile,  spending  almost  a year  abroad. 

BABCOCK.  (I)  James  Babcock,  progenitor  of 
the  family  in  New  England,  was  born  in  1612  in 
the  County  of  Essex,  England,  and  died  June  12, 
1679.  He  resided  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  was 
made  a freeman,  Eeb.  25,  1665.  His  first  wife, 
who  bore  the  name  of  Sarah,  died  in  1665.  In  1669 
he  married  Elizabeth  March.  In  1662  he  and  his 
family  removed  to  Westerly.  Rhode  Island. 

(II)  John  Babcock  was  born  in  1644,  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.  Tradition  says  he  eloped  with  Mary 
Lawton,  from  Newport,  and  settled  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Pawcatuck  river,  near  what  is  now 
Avondale,  near  Massatuxet  Cove,  in  the  town  of 
Vv  esterly.  Many  romantic  stories  in  verse  and 
prose  are  founded  upon  this  tradition.  John  Bab- 
cock died  in  1685.  Some  of  the  property  upon 
which  he  settled  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants. 

(HI)  Capt.  John  Babcock,  born  at  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  in  1669,  became  a freeman  Eeb.  13,  1689,  and 
died  March  28,  1746  He  married,  in  1700,  Mary 
Champlain.  Captain  Babcock  held  many  town  of- 
fices, became  captain  in  the  militia,  and  was  a 
highly  respected  and  honored  man  in  his  day. 

(iV)  Ichabod  Babcock  was  born  Nov.  21,  1703. 
On  Dec.  i,  1731,  he  married  his  cousin,  Jemmima 
Babcock.  They  were  members  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church,  at  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  where  he 
died  in  1768.  During  1734,  1735  and  1736  he  was 
lieutenant  of  the  ist  Company,  Westerly  militia. 

’ (V)  Joseph  Babcock,  born  Eeb.  3,  1735,  died 
in  March,  1804.  His  first  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred March  31,  1765,  was  to  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Clark)  Champlin,  born 
Dec.  9,  1747,  in  South  Kingstown,  who  died  in 
1767.  Joseph  Babcock  married,  in  1771.  Hannah, 
daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Ross,  of  Westerly. 

(\T)  Capt.  Daniel  Babcock,  born  Sept.  20. 
1777,  died  in  i860.  On  Oct.  29.  1801.  he  married 
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Nancy,  daughter  of  Col.  James  and  Joanna  (Mc- 
Dowell) Babcock,  born  in  W'esterly.  Dec.  19,  1778. 
At  one  time  he  was  a sea  captain,  but  later  became 
a farmer  at  Westerly,  and  in  1821  became  captain 
of  militia  at  that  place.  His  children  were : 
Nancy,  born  Nov.  29,  1803,  married  John  Hall; 
Emory,  born  Eeb.  6,  1806,  died  June  29,  1892; 
Oliver,  born  June  26,  1811,  married  iMartha  Dick- 
ens; Joseph,  born  Dec.  24,  1813,  died  May  12, 
1892 ; Ezra,  born  Jan.  16,  1816,  married  Eunice 
Palmer. 

(VH)  Oliver  Babcock,  born  June  26,  1811,  died 
at  Westerly  Oct.  22,  1900.  On  Ivlarch  27,  1837, 
he  married  iMartha,  daughter  of  Tristam  and  De- 
sire Hannah  (Ross)  Dickens.  She  was  born  Sept. 

9,  1817,  and  died  March  10,’  1888.  For  many 
years  Oliver  Babcock  was  captain  of  a whaling 
ship,  the  barque  “Fellows,”  which  sailed  from 
Stonington,  Conn.  On  sea  and  land  he  was  a man 
who  won  and  retained  friends,  and  he  died  highly 
respected.  The  record  of  the  family  born  to  himself 
and  wife  is  as  follows:  IMartha  Esther,  born  May 
28,  1838,  died  April  7,  1841  ; George,  born  June 

10,  1841,  died  Dec.  28,  1842;  Tristam  Dickens 
was  born  Dec.  10,  1842;  Nancy,  born  Sept.  20, 
1852,  married  Aug.  20,  1884,  John  Tourgee,  and 
they  reside  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. ; Daniel,  born 
March  28,  1857,  died  Sept.  13,  1858;  James  Oli- 
ver, born  Dec.  15,  1859,  is  a resident  of  Avondale; 
Daniel  Courtland,  born  Aug.  14,  1863,  married 
at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  10.  1896,  Margaret  Still- 
man Burke,  who  was  born  March  6,  1868,  and  he 
resides  in  New  York. 

On  the  maternal  side  the  record  of  Tristam  D. 
Babcock  is  as  follows:  Tristam  Dickens,  born 
Nov.  14,  1793,  married  Desire  Hannah  Ross,  born 
July  9,  1795,  and  their  children  were:  Martha, 
born  Sept.  9,  1817;  Charles  B.,  born  April  26, 
1819;  James  R.,  born  Feb.  28,  1821;  Charles  W., 
born  Feb.  2.  1824;  Sarah  Frances,  born  Feb.  2. 
1824:  iMary  Esther,  born  April  26,  1826,  who  mar- 
ried Elias  \Vatrous,  and  now  resides  with  IMrs.  H. 
A.  Babcock;  Lois  B.,  born  x^pril  15,  1828;  and 
Samuel  L.,  born  Oct.  27,  1830. 

(\TH)  Tristam  D.  Babcock  was  born  Dec. 
10,  1842,  at  Avondale,  where  he  resided  until  1879, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Westerly. 
Meantime  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  Capt. 
James  R.  Dickens,  who  ran  a packet  between  Wes- 
terly and  New  York,  and  in  this  connection  the 
young  man  continued  from  his  eighteenth  until  his 
thirtieth  year.  In  1883  he  bought  the  Paul  Bab- 
cock farm,  on  the  Watch  Hill  road,  and  immedi- 
ately erected  large  icehouses  and  entered  into  the 
ice  business,  with  which  he  is  still  connected.  In 
1900  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Y'es- 
terly  and  Y’atch  Hill  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  is 
president.  He  also  conducts  a dairy  farm,  and 
for  some  years  he  has  been  connected  with  his 
brothers  in  a fishing  business.  In  1905  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  town  council  by  one  of  the 
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largest  majorities  given  to  his  party  in  recent 
years.  In  other  directions  he  has  also  made  him- 
self prominent,  for  years  being  a member  of  the 
State  board  of  agriculture,  as  well  as  cattle  com- 
missioner, and  in  that  connection  having  a wide 
acquaintance.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but 
non-partisan  in  local  affairs. 

On  Aug.  3,  1868,  Mr.  Babcock  married,  at 
Stonington,  Conn.,  Charlotte  Irish,  who  was  born 
Oct.  28,  1843,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Reed  and 
Charlotte  (Babcock)  Irish.  Rev.  James  Reed 
Irish  was  a son  of  George  and  Betsy  (Babcock) 
Irish,  was  born  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  Dec. 
18,  1811,  and  died  at  Rockville,  R.  L,  March  3, 
1891. 

i\lr.  and  Mrs.  Tristam  Babcock  had  one  son, 
William  Tristam,  born  July  5,  1869,  who  died  Feb. 
17,  1899.  He  married  Sept.  27,  1892,  Minnie, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Gavitt)  Austin,  and 
one  child  came  to  this  marriage,  Martha,  born  June 
30,  1899. 

Tristam  D.  Babcock  represents  a progressive 
type  of  business  man,  ever  striving  to  improve 
both  the  methods  of  his  business  and  the  product. 
He  has  been  successful,  and  ranks  high  among  the 
representative  business  men  and  citizens  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  built  his  elegant  new  home 
in  1905. 

SIDXE\  i\I.  APPLEBY  is  a thrifty,  industri- 
ous and  substantial  farmer  residing  near'  Stillwater, 
in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  on  land  that  has  been  in 
the  Appleby  name  for  four  generations.  The 
family  to  which  he  belongs  is  an  old  one  in  Rhode 
Island,  but  there  are  few  records  preserved  of  its 
history. 

One  William  Appleby,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
is  known  to  have  been  one  of  the  passengers  who 
anbarked  on  the  “Speedwell,”  of  London,  in  1635, 
for  ^ irginia.  A Thomas  Appleby  was  of  Rye, 
New  \ork,  1662-1672,  and  perhaps  died  in  1690. 
In  what  was  the  old  town  of  Providence  the  vital 
statistics  show  the  name  in  1724,  on  iMarch  29th  of 
which  year  were  married  Ann  Appleby  and  Isaac 
Brown ; and  John  Appleby,  of  Warwick,  is  of 
record  as  married  in  Providence  June  27,  1736,  to 
Hannah  Paine.  Out  of  the  old  town  of  Providence 
came  the  town  of  Smithfield,  and  there  the  family 
has  been  continuous  since  tbe  middle  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  There  is  a record  in  the  town  that 
James  and  Hannah  Appleby  had  a son  James,  but 
the  birth  of  the  child  is  left  blank.  There  is  con- 
siderable probability,  however,  that  this  son  James 
is  the  same  one  to  whom  the  Appleby  line  can  be 
traced  back  unbroken. 

(I)  James  Appleby,  who  was  born  Oct'.  2, 
1733,  was  a farmer  and  resided  on  the  farm  occu- 
pied by  Edwin  S.  Cooke  now  in  Smithfield,  where 
he  died  Aug.  29,  1813.  He  married  Esther  Sayles, 
who  was  born  Jan.  7,  1739,  and  who  died  Sept!  27, 
1829.  Their  children  were:  Hannah,  who  was 


born  June  12,  1758,  and  died  in  April,  1791,  the 
wife  of  Esek  Smith;  Thomas,  born  March  10, 
1760;  Martha,  born  Jan.  8,  1762,  who  died  Aug.  5, 
1820;  Phebe,  born  Sept.  30,  1763,  who  married 
Nathan  Aldrich,  and  died  jMay  26,  1824;  Elizabeth, 
born  Aug.  21,  1765,  who  died  Jan.  19,  1814,  the 
wife  of  James  Brown ; Stephen,  born  Alay  21,  1768, 
who  died  Dec.  27,  1836;  Esther,  born  July  27, 
1770,  who  died  in  August,  1790;  James,  born  May 
5,  1773,  who  died  June  9,  1828;  a son,  born  Alay 
10,  1775,  who  died  April  9,  1776;  and  Charles, 
born  Alarch  10,  1779,  who  died  Sept.  17,  1854. 

(H)  Thomas  Appleby  was  born  in  Smithfield, 
presumably  on  the  farm  above  mentioned,  and  after 
his  marriage  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Sidney  AI.  Appleby,  near  Stillwater.  This  farm 
was  formerly  the  property  of  John  Smith,  the 
father-in-law  of  Thomas  Appleby,  and  had  been 
in  the  Smith  family  name  for  many  years.  Thomas 
Appleby  died  July  26,  1828.  He  married  Wait 
Smith,  and  their  children  were : Phebe,  who  mar- 
ried William  Harris ; Esther,  who  married  Elisha 
Steere;  John  Smith;  James,  who  married  Amy 
Harris ; and  Thomas  S.,  who  married  Alma 
Alowry. 

(HI)  John  Smith  Appleby,  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  Aug.  ii,  1787,  near  Stillwater,  and  for 
many  years  conducted  a saw  and  grist  mill  in  ad- 
dition to  farming.  In  1853  sold  his  privilege  to 
Zachariah  Allen,  who  built  the  dam  and  mills  at 
Georgiaville.  John  S.  Appleby  spent  his  entire 
life  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born,  and  died  there 
Alay  17,  1857;  buried  in  a private  graveyard 

on  his  farm.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was 
badly  crippled  as  a result  of  rheumatism.  He  was 
married  June  18,  1809,  to  Patience  Harris,  born 
Alarch  22,  1789,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Alary 
(Jencks)  Harris.  Airs.  Appleby  died  Oct.  26, 
1873.  The  children  born  to  them  were  ten  in  num- 
ber: (i)  Thomas,  born  Oct.  18,  1810,  was  a farmer 
residing  at  Oxford,  Alass.,  and  there  died  Jan.  7, 
1870.  He  married  Alary  Arnold,  who  died  Oct. 
12,  1875.  . They  were  the  parents  of  a large  family 
of  children.  (2)  Silas  S.  was  born  July  27,  1812. 
(3)  Waity  S.,  born  Alay  18,  1814,  married  Job 
Shaw,  a machinist,  and  died  in  Smithfield,  March 
20,  1863.  She  was  the  mother  of  one  daughter, 
Cora,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  F.  Aldrich,  of 
Providence.  (4)  Alary  J.,  born  Alarch  20,  1816,  died 
June  7,  1831.  (5)  Almy  H.,  born  April  5,  1818, 
died  July  9,  1886,  unmarried.  (6)  Louisa  and  (7) 
Loan  (twins)  were  born  Dec.  22,  1820.  Louisa  is 
the  widow  of  James  S.  Phetteplace  and  resides  ui 
Providence,  the  mother  of  seven  children.  Loan 
married  Lewis  Thayer,  and  died  in  Providence 
Nov.  25,  1874.  She  had  one  daughter,  Angelica, 
who  is  Airs.  Nathan  Smith,  of  Providence.  (8) 
Aliranda,  born  Dec.  19,  1822,  died  Oct.  5,  1824. 
(9)  John  S.,  born  Aug.  25,  1830,  died  Aug.  18, 
1904.  He  never  married,  spending  his  entire  life 
on  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
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ranked  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Smith- 
field.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  town  affairs, 
serving  as  president  of  the  town  council,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee  and  assessor  of  taxes, 
as  well  as  in  minor  offices.  He  also  served  as  direc- 
tor of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  at  Greenville, 
and  was  a man  most  respected  where  best  known. 
(10)  Patience  J.,  born  June  23,  1835,  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Holden  Angell,  of  Centerdale, 
town  clerk  of  North  Providence. 

(IV^)  Silas  Smith  Appleby  was  born  at  the 
homestead  near  Stillwater,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  re- 
sided on  several  different  farms  in  what  is  now 
Smithfield,  subsequently  locating  in  the  towm  of 
Lincoln.  There  he  resided  until  1888,  when  he 
returned  to  Smithfield  and  settled  on  the  Asahel 
Angell  farm,  on  which  he  continued  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  29,  1893.  He  was  a farmer 
all  his  life. 

Silas  S.  Appleby  married  Dec.  25,  1836,  Julia 
Ballou,  who  was  born  Sept.  24,  1812,  in  Cumber- 
land, R.  L,  daughter  of  William  and  Rebecca 
(Wilbur)  Ballou.  Airs.  Appleby  died  Alarch  19, 
1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  (i) 
Daniel  Angell,  born  July  16,  1838,  married  Harriet 
Sisson,  and  resided  in  Providence,  where  he  died 
Oct.  18,  1900.  He  had  one  son,  Everett  A.,  wdio 
married  Annie  A.  Gilligan  and  has  had  two  sons, 
Everett  A.,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  Clifford,  the  latter  born 
Aug.  20,  1906,  dying  Sept.  30,  1906.  (2)  Francis 

Alarion,  born  Aiarch  i,  1841,  married  Lucretia 
Sparks.  He  was  a machinist,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence, Feb.  22,  1883.  The  only  daughter,  Grace 
AT,  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Alunroe,  of  Rehoboth, 
Alass.,  and  has  six  children,  Alarion  F.,  Clarence 
C.,  Benjamin  C.,  Hope  A.,  Chester  AT,  and  Clara 
Frances  (born  Feb.  12,  1908).  (3)  Abby  Maria, 

born  November  4,  1844,  married  George  W.  Har- 
ris, a carpenter,  who  died  Oct.  3,  1891,  in  Lincoln, 
R.  I.  Airs.  Harris  resides  in  Smithfield.  She  has 
one  daughter,  Lizzie  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  David 
A.  Lewis,  of  Lonsdale.  (4)  Sidney  Alerton  was 
born  Aug.  21,  1846.  (5)  Emma  Alberta,  born 

June  19,  1849,  3’  1903.  unmarried.  (6) 

Clara  Amanda  was  born  Aiarch  30,  1853. 

(V)  Sidney  Alerton  Appleby,  who,  with  his 
sisters  Airs.  Harris  and  Miss  Clara  Amanda 
Appleby,  occupies  the  homestead  farm,  \vas 
born  in  Smithfield  and  was  reared  to  farm  work, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
After  his  marriage  he  resided  at  Lime  Rock,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  until  1889, 
when  he  removed  to  the  Asahel  Angell  farm,  in 
Smithfield.  He  continued  there  for  nine  years, 
returning  then  to  Lincoln,  where  he  resided  until 
April,  1905,  after  which  he  removed  to  his  present 
place,  having  inherited  it  from  his  uncle,  John  S. 
He  still  continues  in  the  retail  milk  business,  hav- 
ing for  many  years  conducted  a route  in  the  city 
of  Providence. 
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On  Alay  21,  1879,  Air.  Appleby  was  married  to 
Sarah  A.  Cozzens,  a native  of  Centerdale,  and 
daughter  of  John  Cozzens.  Airs.  Appleby  died 
July  15,  1890,  leaving  one  daughter,  Alaria  Coz- 
zens, born  Jan.  22,  1888.  Since  then  Air.  Appleby’s 
sisters  have  had  charge  of  his  home.  The  family 
is  one  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

SHERAIAN  (Line  of  Daniel,  of  South  Kings- 
town). This  highly  honored  name  in  New  England 
and  the  country  at  large  is  almost,  if  not.  quite,  as 
old  as  the  former  section  itself,  the  forerunner  of 
the  name  having  come  to  the  Colonies  only  about 
a decade  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 
Of  the  Rhode  Island  branch  in  question,  which  had 
its  advent  in  the  person  of  Hon.  Philip  Sherman, 
the"  latter’s  great-grandson,  Daniel  Sherman,  was 
a South  Kingstown  settler.  It  is  of  this  branch,  that 
part  of  its  relating  to  the  immediate  family  and 
lineage  of  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  Sherman,  long  a 
merchant  and  prominent  as  well  as  useful  citizen  of 
the  village  of  Wakefield,  in  the  town  of  South 
Kingstown,  and  of  John  P.  Sherman,  of  Alatunuck, 
in  South  Kingstown,  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  present  generation,  that  this  article  is  to  treat. 

The  Shermans  are  of  German  origin.  In  the 
Fatherland  the  name  Sherman,  Schurman,  etc., 
often  occurs,  and  was  no  doubt  transferred  to  Lon- 
don and  its  vicinity  many  centuries  ago  by  the 
Anglo-Saxon  emigrants.  From  this  metropolitan 
stock  a scion  was  transplanted  to  Dedham,  County 
of  Essex,  England,  which  long  flourished,  and  sent 
out  other  shoots.  The  name  is  derived  from  the 
original  occupation  of  the  family.  They  were  cloth 
dressers  or  shearers  of  cloth.  The  family  at  Ded- 
ham retained  the  occupation  of  their  ancestors,  and 
also  the  coat  of  arms  worn  by  those  in  and  about 
London.  In  New  England  are  found  two  distinct 
families  bearing  the  name  of  Sherman.  One  of 
these  descends  from  William  Sherman,  who  came 
with  the  Pilgrims  about  the  year  1630,  and  settled 
at  Alarshfield,  where  his  descendants  still  remain. 
The  other  is  of  Dedham  stock,  a branch  of  which 
emigrated  to  New  England  and  settled  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Boston.  With  this  Dedham  line  we  deal. 

(I)  Hon.  Philip  Sherman,  the  emigrant  settler 
of  the  branch  of  this  Sherman  family  under  con- 
sideration, born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Dedham,  England, 
was  a son  of  Samuel,  a grandson  of  Henry  (2), 
and  a great-grandson  of  Henry  Sherman,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  of  the  County  of  Essex,  England, 
probably  having  removed  there  from  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  as  he  bore  the  Suffolk ' Sherman  coat  of 
arms.  Philip  Sherman  came  to  New  England  in 
1634,  and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Alass.  He  married 
Sarah  Odding,  daughter  of  Airs.  John  Porter.  In  the 
Anne  Hutchinson  trouble  in  Boston  he  took  the  pop- 
ular side,  but  as  Governor  Winthrop  finally  prevailed 
he  with  others  found  it  convenient  to  migrate  to 
Rhode  Island.  In  Providence  they  met  Roger  Wil- 
liams, who  advised  them  to  purchase  the  island  of 
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Aquetuct  (Aqiiidneck).  now  Rhode  Island,  of  the 
Indians.  The  purchase  was  completed  on  March  24, 
1638.  On  July  I,  1639,  they  established  a regular 
government,  with  illiam  Coddington  as  governor 
and  Philip  Sherman  as  secretary.  After  this  he 
often  held  office  in  the  Colony,  and  in  critical 
periods.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence,  wealth 
and  influence  and  was  frequently  consulted  by  those 
in  authority.  The  early  records  prepared  by  him 
still  remain  in  Portsmouth,  and  show  him  to  have 
been  a neat  and  skillful  penman,  as  well  as  an  edu- 
cated man.  After  he  migrated  to  Rhode  Island  he 
left  the  Congregational  Church  and  united  with  the 
Societv  of  Friends.  Tradition  affirms  he  was  a de- 
vout as  well  as  determined  man.  He  died  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1687. 

From  this  Philip  Sherman  the  line  of  the  late 
Hon.  Daniel  Sherman,  of  Wakefield.  South  Kings- 
town, is  through  Peleg,  Thomas,  Daniel,  Daniel  (2) 
and  Joseph.  These  generations  in  detail  and  in  the 
• order  named  follow. 

(H)  Peleg  Sherman,  born  in  1638,  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  married  July  25.  1657,  Elizabeth  Law- 
ton.  daughter  of  Thomas  Lawton,  was  a farmer,  and 
resided  on  the  homestead  in  his  native  town.  He 
died  in  1719  and  his  wife  died  in  1711. 

(HI)  Thomas  Sherman,  born  Aug.  8,  1658,  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  L,  married  June  26,  1702,  Lydia 
Wilcox.  Mr.  Sherman  bought  a tract  of  land  about 
a mile  north  of  Kingston  depot,  lying  in  Exeter 
and  North  Kingstown,  of  Caleb  Arnold,  and  settled 
there.  This  was  the  homestead  of  the  family  until 
it  was  sold,  about  1868.  The  children  of  Thomas 
and  Lydia  (Wilcox)  Sherman  were;  Ruth;  Josiah, 
born  March  2.  1703:  Daniel,  born  Nov.  26,  1706; 
and  P)enjamin. 

(IV)  Daniel  Sherman,  born  Nov.  26,  1706,  mar- 
ried May  22.  1735,  Susanna  Earl,  born  June  25, 
1715,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Earl,  and  their 
onlv  child  whose  birth  is  of  record  in  the  town 
records  of  South  Kingstown  is  Daniel,  who  was 
born  in  that  same  year,  1735. 

(V)  Daniel  She'rman  (2),  born  in  1735,  married 
Rebecca  Palmer,  and  their  children  were ; George, 
Palmer.  Hannah,  Hulda,  Susanna,  Eunice,  Joseph 
and  John  P. 

(YI)  Jo.seph  Sherman,  son  of  Daniel  (2).  mar- 
ried Marv  Harrington,  and  their  children  were; 
Rebecca,  born  in  1^5;  Sally,  in  1807;  George  and 
Mary,  in  1809;  Daniel.  Dec.  i,  1811;  Joseph,  in 
1815  ; Renjamin.  in  1818;  Ruhama,  in  1820:  and 
Thomas,  in  1824. 

( VH)  Daniel  Sherman  (3),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
lx)rn  Dec.  T.  t8ii,  in  South  Kingstown.  R.  L. 
where  he  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  re- 
ceiving only  limited  educational  advantages.  He 
attcufled  in  boyhood  the  neighborhood  district 
school  through  the  winters,  and  the  rest  of  the  year 
was  given  to  farm  work.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  rented  a farm  in  South  Kingstown,  and 
leaving  home  l)egan  life  for  himself.  For  some 


twenty-five  years  from  that  period  he  was  occupied 
in  farming.  From  the  farm  he  located  as  a mer- 
chant at  Narragansett  Pier,  where  he  opened  a 
store  for  the  sale  of  general  country  supplies,  in- 
cluding coal  and  lumber.  This  business  he  contin- 
ued for  some  two  years.  Then  for  one  year  he  was 
occupied  in  superintending  the  interests  of  iMr. 
Rowland  Gibson  Hazard.  In  1858  IMr.  Sherman 
located  in  the  village  of  Wakefield,  South  Kings- 
town, and  was  closely  identified  with  the  interests 
of  that  village  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life- 
time. Enterprising  and  progressive,  he  was  ever 
alive  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  village  and  town.  On  locating 
at  Wakefield  Mr.  Sherman  for  a year  was  occu- 
pied largely  in  dealing  in  stock.  He  then  opened 
a country  store,  and  soon  became  established  in  a 
good  business,  which  he  carried  on  with  success 
for  twenty-seven  years,  at  the  end  of  that  period 
being  succeeded  in  it  by  his  son — George  Calvin 
Sherman — who  still  conducts  it  with  that  care  and 
success  which  attended  his  father’s  management. 

iMr.  Sherman,  a good  manager  of  his  own  bus- 
iness affairs,  a man  of  good  judgment  and  of  high 
character  and  integrity,  was  often  consulted  by  his 
fellow  townsmen,  and  was  by  them  a number  of 
times  selected  for  places  of  trust  and  honor  in  town 
affairs.  He  was  a number  of  times  chosen  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council,  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  assessors,  was  sent  as  a representative  from 
South  Kingstown  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  in  1876,  and  as  senator  in  1877  and  1878. 
i\Ir.  Sherman  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Exeter. 

On  IMarch  17.  1833,  Mr.  Sherman  was  married 
to  Annie  C.  Barl>er,  .daughter  of  Col.  Moses  Bar- 
ber, of  South  Kingstown.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them ; Mary  E.,  who  married  George  G. 
Knowles,  and  Moses,  who  located  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  died  in  1901.  iMrs.  Sherman  died  Oct. 
31,  T847.  ^’^4  on  June  19,  1848,  Mr.  Sherman  was 
married  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Hazard  Knowles, 
who  died  Jan.  10,  1904.  One  child,  a son,  George 
Calvin  Sherman,  was  born  to  them. 

(\TH)  George  Calvin  Sherman,  son  of  Dan- 
iel and  iMary  A.,  was  born  at  Point  Judith,  R.  L, 
Dec.  II,  1851.  His  school  days  were  passed  in 
the  town  of  South  Kingstown.  Erom  boyhood  he 
was  associated  with  his  father  in  his  mercantile  es- 
tabli'shment,  and  at  his  death  succeeded  to  the  bus- 
iness of  D.  Sherman  & Son.  Under  his  sole  man- 
agement the  standing  of  the  house  has  been  en- 
hanced. His  ability  and  popularity  are  especially 
recognized  by  traveling  men.  who  themselves  are 
good  judges  of  the  superior  qualities  of  a busines.s 
man.  Mr.  Sherman  is  a great  lover  of  flowers,  and 
few  men  of  the  road  leave  his  store  without  liear- 
ing  awav  some  fragrant  and  beautiful  blossom.  In 
fraternal  connection  he  is  an  Odd  Eellow,  and  in 
political  faith  a Democrat. 

C')!!  April  14.  1886,  George  C.  Sherman  was 
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united  in  marriage  to  Esther  Partelow,  daughter  of 
Kneeland  P.  and  Alice  Partelow,  of  whom  there 
is  a sketch  elsewhere.  One  son  was  born  to  them. 

(IX)  Daniel  Partelow  Sherman,  son  of  George 
C.  and  Esther,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1889. 


(VI)  John  P.  Sherman,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  at 
one  time  lived  north  of  V'est  Kingston.  In  1806  he 
removed  to  where  Charles  Sherman  now  resides,  at 
IMatunuck,  and  later  to  where  his  grandson,  John 
P.  Sherman,  now  lives.  He  was  a farmer,  and 
married  Anna  H.  Harrington.  Their  children 
were:  John  P.,  born  May  15,  1810,  who  died  ]May 
I,  1903 ; George  P.,  Harriet  and  William  H.,  also 
deceased ; and  Anna,  ^^•ho  married  Thomas  Cot- 
trell. 

(\TI)  John  P.  Sherman,  son  of  John  P.  and 
Anna  H.,  was  a man  of  most  varied  experience 
and  unusual  personality.  He  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown  i\Iay  15,  1810,  son  of  an  industrious, 
economical  farmer,  who  taught  his  son  habits  of 
thrift  from  his  early  years.  Until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  he  divided  his  summers  and  win- 
ters between  the  farm  and  the  school  house.  In  the 
summer  of  1834  he  evidently  tired  of  his  compar- 
ative confinement,  and,  building  a sloop  of  forty 
tons,  took  it  to  the  ocean  and  around  Point  Judith 
to  N^ewport,  where  it  was  fitted  for  sea.  On  Nov. 
16,  1834,  the  “George  Washington”  was  cleared  for 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  at  which  port  he  arrived  Jan. 
I,  1835.  After  coasting  about  from  port  to  port 
until  April,  he  sailed  for  Providence,  from  which 
point  he  made  a number  of  voyages,  and  later  made 
quite  a reputation  as  a builder  of  piers.  In  1837 
he  chartered  the  steamer  “Alaria”  and  traded  be- 
tween Norfolk,  Mass.,  and  Baltimore,  IMd.  Re- 
turning in  the  following  year  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Henry  Holley,  under  the  name  of 
Holley  & Sherman.  In  1^9  they  established  a 
store  and  ran  two  sloops  to  Providence,  Newport 
and  New  York,  and  in  1840  the  firm  added  a foun- 
dry to  their  other  interests.  The  products  of  the 
latter  plant  were  chiefly  stoves  and  such  other 
plain  iron  ware  as  the  locality  demanded.  In  1841 
Mr.  Sherman  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Wil- 
cox Holley,  the  sister  of  his  partner.  The  partner- 
ship of  Holley  & Sherman  continued  until  1846, 
during  which  period  ]Mr.  Sherman  was  a resident 
of  Narragansett  Pier.  When  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  in  the  year  named,  he  removed  to  the 
old  farm  at  IMatunuck,  which  had  been  the  family 
homestead.  There  for  twenty-seven  years,  or  un- 
til 1873,  a farmer  and  trader,  taking  his 

agricultural  products  to  Providence  and  even  pen- 
etrating into  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  to  buy 
horses.  These  he  would  ride  and  drive  to  his 
home.  He  was  also  a skillful  sportsman,  and  in 
the  fall  and  winter  spent  considerable  time  in  fish- 
ing and  gunning  through  the  Matunuck  marsh. 
In  1873  he  turned  his  farm  over  to  John  P.  Sher- 


man. Jr.,  and  bought  a small  place  among  the  rocks 
and  hills,  west  of  the  old  John  Babcock  house, 
which  his  wife  christened  “Hillside.”  Although 
their  children  had  left  them  to  found  families  of 
their  own,  the  worthy  old  couple  gathered  around 
them  many  warm  friends,  and  for  many  years  made 
“Hillside”  the  center  of  a simple,  warm,  Christian 
hospitality. 

In  his  earlier  years  i\Ir.  Sherman  was  a Whig, 
and  when  that  party  ceased  to  exist  he  naturally 
drifted  into  Republicanism.  In  1868  and  1869, 
while  still  on  the  farm,  he  was  sent  by  his  party 
to  the  State  Legislature.  Eor  ten  years  he  was 
president  of  the  bank  at  Wakefield,  and  one  of  its 
directors  for  thirty  years.  He  was  an  assessor  of 
town  taxes  for  eight  years,  served  in  the  town 
council  eight  or  ten  years  and  was  trustee  of  the 
schools  for  thirteen  years.  During  all  his  life  he 
was  a temperate  man,  although  not  a Prohibition- 
ist. He  was  deeply  religious,  and,  while  manly  and 
strong,  both  physically  and  mentally,  was  unusually 
modest.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he 
was  afflicted  with  lameness,  deafness  and  blindness, 
but  he  was  also  endowed  with  the  divine  virtue  of 
patience  in  an  unusual  degree,  so  that  his  bearing 
under  such  adversities  was  both  pathetic  and  inspir- 
ing. Mrs.  Sherman  preceded  her  husband  to  the 
grave  by  only  a few  weeks,  passing  away  Eeb.  15. 
1903,  Air.  Sherman  passing  away  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  John  P.  Sherman,  Jr.,  IMay  i,  1903,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  died  in  the  house  at 
Alatunuck  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  a century  and  a half,  and  left,  beside  the 
son  mentioned,  a daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Shel- 
don, of  Providence.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Sherman  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

(VHI)  Harriet  Shaw  Sherman,  daughter  of 
John  P.,  was  born  ]May  9,  1842.  She  married 
Charles  iMoore  Sheldon  July  16,  1873,  and  their 
residence  is  now  at  No.  1158  Westminster  street. 
Providence,  R.  I.  They  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary  IMoore,  wife  of  Herman 
F.  iMorelock,  of  Elmwood,  and  mother  of  Helen 
Sherman  Morelock ; William  Sherman  Sheldon, 
born  Jan.  15,  1876,  who  died  Aug.  7,  1876. 

(VHI)  ]\Iary  Anna  Sherman,  deceased,  daugh- 
ter of  John  P.,  riiarried  Benjamin  S.  Carpenter,  of 
Allerton,  R.  I. : no  issue. 

(V'lII)  John  Potter  Sherman,  son  of  John  P., 
was  born  June  19,  1850,  on  the  old  Sherman  home- 
stead, at  iMatunuck,  R.  I.,  and  there  attended  the 
public  schools.  His  father  trained  him  to  hus- 
bandry and,  as  stated,  he  assumed  the  management 
of  the  home  farm  in  1873.  He  has  always  been 
an  active  Republican.  For  four  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council : served  three  years 
on  the  board  of  assessors : and  is  a member  of  the 
Republican  town  committee.  On  Nov.  29,  1871, 
he  married  V'aity  S.  BaHock.  daughter  of  Benja- 
min S.  Babcock,  of  iMatunuck.  and  to  this  union 
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have  been  born  two  daughters : W'aity  Hortense, 
wife  of  Frank  Clarke,  of  Wakefield ; and  Anna 
Florence,  married  Xov.  29,  1905,  to  Everett  Nye. 

BEANE.  The  name  of  Beane  was  first  Bain, 
and  was  sometimes  spelled  with  the  prefix  'Alac.” 
The  family  is  a very  ancient  one  in  Scotland.  One 
branch  of  the  family,  owing  to  religious  troubles, 
went  from  Scotland  to  the  North  of  Ireland. 

(I)  John  Beane,  the  ancestor  of  the  branch  of  the 
family  herein  treated,  came  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  to  Exeter,  N.  H.,  about  1660,  bringing  with 
him  his  wife,  who  died  either  on  the  voyage  or  soon 
after  arrival.  By  her  he  had  one  or  two  children. 
His  second  wife  was  named  Margaret,  and  of  the 
large  family  of  children  born  to  this  union  eight 
lived  to  maturity.  John  Beane  is  recorded  as  a 
tax-payer  in  Exeter  in  1680.  He  was  killed,  with 
a number  of  others,  by  Indians  at  Kumford,  on 
the  road  to  Millville,  and  a monument  on  the  out- 
skirts of  Concord  now  marks  the  spot. 

(H)  Daniel  Beane,  son  of  John  and  Margaret, 
married  IMary,  and  among  their  children  was  a son 
John. 

(HI)  John  Beane,  son  of  Daniel  and  Alary, 
married  Alartha  Sinkler,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  David. 

(IV)  David  Beane,  son  of  John  and  Alartha, 
was  born  in  Kingston,  N.  H.,  and  on  Alarch  28, 
1736,  he  married  Alary  Judkins.  They  removed  to 
Epping,  N.  H.,  where  he  became  a man  of  -wealth. 
He  built  the  finest  home  the  place  afforded,  only  to 
have  it  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  occasion  of  a 
“house  warming”  held  therein.  He  then  removed 
to  Raymond  and  later  to  Sandwich,  N.  H.  His 
children,  all  born  in  what  is  now  Brentwood,  N.  H., 
were:  Aloody,  baptized  Feb.  26,  1737;  Joseph,  bap- 
tized Dec.  30,  1739;  Alargaret,  Alarch  i,  1740; 
David,  July  22,  1744;  Anna  and  Samuel,  twins, 
July  27,  1746;  John,  born  Aug.  29,  1748;  Aloody 
(2),  born  June  28,  1750;  Sarah,  baptized  June  21, 
1752;  and  Benjamin,  born  June  i,  1759.  Two  died 
in  infancy. 

(V)  John  Beane,  son  of  David  and  Alary,  born 
Aug.  29,  1748,  married  Lettice  Allis,  and  their  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Brentwood,  N.  H.,  were:  John, 
born  Nov.  4,  17O8,  who  died  Jan.  14,  1769;  Wil- 
liam, born  Aug.  4,  1770;  Lettice,  born  Sept.  11, 
1772,  who  died  young;  John,  born  S(4)t.  17,  1774; 
Alary,  born  Sept.  5,  1776;  James  Allis  and  Lettice 
Allis,  twins,  born  July  14,  1778;  Pitt  Aloulton, 
born  Aug.  22,  1782;  Samuel,  born  April  4,  1785, 
who  died  young;  Nellie  AT,  born  Aug.  29,  1789; 
Sally,  born  Jan.  3,  1791  ; and  Samuel  (2),  born  Jan. 
3,  1794,  who  died  Feb.  13,  1802. 

(VI)  Pitt  Aloulton  Beane,  son  of  John  and 
Lettice,  was  born  Aug.  22,  1782.  In  his  youth,  dis- 
pleased with  the  trade  chosen  for  him  to  learn  by 
ins  father,  he  ran  away  to  sea,  and  followed  that 
calling  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  quite  suc- 
cessful and  the  sturdy  industrious  stock  from 


which  he  sprang  was  manifest.  He  rose  to  be  mate 
and  master  of  his  ship,  and  was  well  on  the  high 
road  to  fortune  when  the  ship  was  wrecked  and 
his  savings  of  years  lost.  After  his  rescue  he  de- 
termined to  abandon  the  sea.  He  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  East  Providence,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment on  the  farm  owned  by  Tristam  Burgess.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  he  changed  his  name  to  Wil- 
liam Pitt  Aloulton  Beane,  and  he  was  thereafter 
known  by  that  name.  There  he  met  the  lady  who 
became  his  wife,  Anne  Cook,  daughter  of  Constant 
Cook.  They  were  married  at  Rehoboth,  Alass., 
Aug.  10,  1810,  and  then  located  in  Pomfret,  Conn., 
where  all  their  children  were  born.  The  children 
were:  William,  born  in  1811;  James,  born  Aug. 
9,  1812;  Horace  Nelson,  born  Sept.  3,  1813,  who 
for  many  years  was  a respected  citizen  of  Fall 
River,  Alass.,  where  he  first  was  a block  printer,  then 
conducted  a market,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Nov.  26,  1876,  was  a florist;  Rebecca,  born  Jan.  6, 
1815,  who  married  Israel  Randell,  of  Connecticut, 
and  died  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Alarch  17,  1886; 
John  White,  who  married  and  lived  at  Thomas- 
ville,  Ga. ; Constant  Cook,  born  Dec.  2,  1819;  Sarah 
Howard,  born  Sept.  23,  1821,  who  married  Laniard 
Blackington,  of  Providence,  and  died  Dec.  26, 
1862;  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  born  Aug.  31,  1823, 
who  married  Samuel  Austin  Kingsbury ; Smith 
Wilkinson,  born  Nov.  27,  1825,  mentioned  below; 
and  Anna,  born  Dec.  3,  1827,  who  married  James 
Alton,  and  died  Alarch  25,  1872. 

(VH)  Smith  Wilkinson  Beane,  born  Nov.  27, 
1825,  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  family  mentioned 
above,  died  June  27,  1886.  Early  in  life  he  became 
the  protege  of  William  R.  Alay,  a wealthy  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Pomfret,  Conn.  Because  of 
his  many  sterling  and  manly  qualities,  he  became 
the  adopted  son  and  heir  of  Air.  Alay,  afterward 
being  known  as  William  R.  Alay.  At  the  death 
of  Air.  Alay  he  assumed  the  management*  of  the 
business  and  estate,  and  cared  for  the  widow,  his 
foster  mother,  in  her  declining  years.  He  was  the 
father  of  a number  of  children,  one  of  whom,  Wil- 
liam R.,  has  become  quite  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  and  makes  his  home  at  the  homestead  in 
Pomfret. 

( VH)  Constant  Cook  Beane,  born  Dec.  2, 1819,. 
in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  was  the  sixth  child  of  William 
Pitt  and  Anne  (Cook)  Beane.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  such  as  the  community  in  which  he 
resided  afforded.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  a 
teacher.  His  equipment  and  education  were  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  his  work  as  a teacher  was  suc- 
cessful. Later  he  became  a farmer,  and  devoted 
the  same  care  and  intelligent  efforts  to  the  tillage 
of  the  soil  as  had  characterized  his  previous  work. 
He  was  a man  of  strict  integrity  and  rigid  honesty, 
unbending  in  his  fidelity  to  high  principles  of  mor- 
ality, championing  the  right,  the  true,  and  the  good. 
His  career  of  accomplishment  and  of  greater 
promise  was  brought  to  an  untimely  end  by  his 
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death,  Dec.  21,  1862,  at  his  home  in  North  Scituate, 
when  he  was  in  his  forty-fourth  year.  In  his  politi- 
cal preferment  he  was  a Republican. 

Constant  C.  Beane  married  Miss  Olive  Leaura 
Aldrich,  daughter  of  George  Aldrich,  of  the  town 
of  Scituate,  and  a descendant  of  two  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  England — the 
Aldriches  and  the  Angells,  both  of  which  are 
treated  at  length  elsewhere,  so  that  only  the  direct 
line  will  be  given  herein.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beane 
were  born  children  as  follows : ( i ) Elsie  Ann, 

born  Aug.  31,  1844,  married  Nov.  21,  1874,  Hiram 
Chase  Pierce,  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
they  reside  in  Providence ; their  children  are : 
Cassandra  IMay  (born  July  8,  1879)  Arthur  C. 
(born  March  22,  1883).  (2)  Ednah  Frances  was 
born  March  13,  1846.  She  was  graduated  from 
Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  and  was  afterward  a suc- 
cessful teacher,  being  of  brilliant  mental  attain- 
ments and  most  beautiful  character,  carrying  sun- 
shine everywhere,  and  ever  foremost  in  assisting 
others.  She  married  Prince  Herbert  Smith  in  Sep- 
tember, 1883,  and  she  died  Jan.  29,  1905.  (3) 

George  Frederick  Aldrich  Beane  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (4)  Lucy  May  Beane  was  born  Aug.  15, 
i860.  (5)  William  Constant,  born  Sept.  21,  1862, 
died  Feb.  ii,  1864. 

(VlII)  George  Frederick  Aldrich  Be.\ne, 
son  of  Constant  Cook,  was  born  in  Scituate,  R.  L, 
Oct.  24,  1849.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
attended  such  schools  as  the  community  afforded. 
In  1862  he  entered  the  Lapham  Institute,  and  later 
attended  Scholfield’s  Commercial  College,  Provi- 
dence, where  he  completed  his  education.  In  1865 
he  came  to  Johnston,  and  for  a time  was  employed 
in  a grocery  store  and  counting-room  in  the  village 
of  what  was  then  IMerino,  later  working  in  a mar- 
ket at  Fall  River.  He  was  next  employed  by  Taft 
& Aldrich,  at  Olneyville  Square.  In  1872  he  and 
Hiram  C.  Pierce  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business, 
which  he  abandoned  after  a short  period,  soon 
afterward  entering  a wholesale  grocery  establish- 
ment on  Broad  street.  Providence,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time.  In  1877  he  established 
himself  in  the  coal,  wood  and  livery  business  on 
Plainfield  street,  where  his  success  was  very 
marked.  Additions  and  alterations  were  made  from 
•time  to  time  until  his  place  of  business  covered  a 
wide  area  and  his  interests  were  greatly  diversified 
including  blacksmithing,  wagon  building,  etc.  He 
continued  in  this  line  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  13,  1908. 

The  public  life  of  Mr.  Beane  was  one  of  great 
activity.  He  was  a Republican,  and  filled  many 
positions  and  offices  with  great  credit.  As  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  committee  of  Johnston  he 
so  discharged  his  duties  as  to  merit  many  high  ex- 
pressions regarding  his  efficiency.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  for  a period  of  ten  years,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  in  1891 
and  1892.  He  served  as  highway  surveyor;  in 


1895  was  elected  a member  of  the  town  council, 
in  which  he  served  three  years,  being  president  of 
that  body  one  term ; and  served  several  terms  in 
the  State  Senate.  In  1891  he  was  first  elected 
State  senator,  served  two  years,  and  was  again 
elected  in  1895,  serving  continuously  until  1899. 
During  the  session  of  1892  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature 
on  Highways,  by  Governor  Ladd,  and  was  elected 
chairman  of  tthe  committee,  whose  duties  were  to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  roads  and  public 
highways,  regarding  the  making  of  roadbeds,  grad- 
ing, draining,  etc.,  resulting  in  vast  improvements 
in  the  laws  governing  such  matters.  During  his 
service  in  the  Senate  he  was  also  a member  of  the 
committees  on  Industry  and  Education.  In  1902 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  school  board  of 
Providence  and  continued  to  be  a member  of  that 
body  until  his  death.  He  served  the  town  of  John- 
ston as  moderator  of  the  town  meeting  from  1894 
to  1898.  He  was  president  of  the  Olneyville  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association  and  of  the  Fruit  Hill  De- 
tective Society,  and  was  a member  of  the  \\Tst 
Side  and  Sunset  Clubs,  having  served  two  years  as 
president  of  the  latter. 

In  fraternal  and  secret  societies  Mr.  Beane  was 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  State.  He  be- 
longed to  Nested  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Provi- 
dence, of  which  he  was  a past  master ; to  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  Scituate,  of  which  he  was  past  high 
priest;  to  Alanufacturers  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,- in 
which  he  was  past  grand ; to  Woonasquatucket 
Encampment,  in  which  he  was  P.  C.  P. ; he  was 
past  grand  patriarch  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Rhode  Island,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  past  chancellor  com- 
mander of  Ivanhoe  Lodge,  K.  of  P.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee  which  built  the  first 
engine  house  in  Olneyville,  and  was  one  of  the 
committee  which  built  the  Odd  Fellows  hall  in 
that  place.  In  the  days  of  the  old  Rough  and  Ready 
Volunteer  Fire  Company  he  was  its  foreman. 

On  June  14,  1870,  Mr.  Beane  married  Miss 
Abby  Louisa  Angell,  who  was  born  Sept.  26, 
1849,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Phebe  L.  (W’insor) 
Angell.  Stephen  Angell  was  engaged  as  a school 
teacher,  a profession  which  he  followed  success- 
fully for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century.  Mrs. 
Beane  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  and  a 
descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Thomas 
Angell,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America,  her 
lineage  being  traced  back  through  Stephen,  Stephen 
and  Mary  (Harris),  John  and  Martha  (Aldrich), 
Stephen  and  IMartha  (Olney),  John  (name  of  wife 
unknown),  John  and  Ruth  (Field),  to  Thomas. 
Through  her  mother  IMrs.  Beane  was  descended 
from  Joshua  Winsor,  who  came  to  Providence 
from  England  in  1638,  and  a record  of  his  family 
and  posterity  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
]\Irs.  Beane  died  Aug.  15,  1888,  the  mother  of  four 
children : Louisa  A.,  who  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic and  Jiigh  schools  of  Johnston  and  the  State 
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Normal  School,  and  afterward  taught  in  the  town 
of  Johnston,  is  now  the  wife  of  Abel  Reynolds,  Jr., 
and  resides  in  Providence;  Josephine  A.,  educated 
in  the  Johnston  public  and  high  schools  and  Brown 
Lniversity,  from  which  she  graduated,  and  for  a 
time  a high  school  teacher  in  Providence,  is  mar- 
ried to  Augustus  F.  Rose,  and  they  reside  in  Bos- 
ton ; William  Herbert  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father;  George  Frederic  is  an  optician  in  Wor- 
cester. 

Aldrich.  iMrs.  (31ive  Leaura  (Aldrich)  P)eane, 
wife  of  Constant  Cook  Beane,  descended  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines  from  (I)  George  Al- 
drich, the  first  of  the  name  in  America,  and  who 
was  of  Dorchester,  (Mass.,  as  early  as  Nov.  6,  1631. 
He  was  later  of  Braintree,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  iMendon.  3 lass.,  being  of  record  there 
as  earlv  as  1663.  (Mrs.  Beane’s  paternal  line  of 
descent  is  through  (H)  Joseph  (son  of  George), 
(III)  John,  (I\')  David,  (V)  Noah,  (VI)  David 
(2)  and  (\GI)  George. 

(R  ) David  Aldrich,  of  the  fourth  generation, 
and  great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Beane,  came 
from  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  located  in  the  town 
of  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  married  Sarah  Sprague,  a 
sister  of  William  Sjirague.  of  whose  progeny  there 
is  record  elsewhere.  Among  the  children  of  David 
and  Sarah  (Sprague)  Aldrich  was  a son,  Noah. 

(V)  Noah  Aldrich  was  born  March  10,  1750. 
He  married  Hulda  Whitaker,  born  May  27,  1750, 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Rachel  W’hitaker,  and  their 
children  were ; David  is  mentioned  below ; Sarah, 
born  June  21,  1772,  married  a Winsor,  of  Gloces- 
ter,  and  died  Oct.  16.  1861;  Philip,  born  Dec.  ii, 
1774,  married  Sally  Waterman,  lived  in  Scituate, 
and  died  Jan.  29,  1817;  Noah,  born  Nov.  8,  1776, 
died  unmarried  in  July,  1802;  Richard,  born  Dec. 
25.  ^778,  married  Hannah  Aldrich,  resided  in 
Glocester,  and  died  July  21,  1853;  Seth,  born  in 
1780,  died  Nov.  13,  1783;  Rachel,  born  in  March, 
1782,  died  Nov.  14,  1783;  Hulda,  born  Feb.  14, 
1784.  died  in  September,  1802;  Nancy,  born  Nov. 
29,  1786,  married  Gardner  W’escott,  and  lived  in 
\’irginia.  where  she  died  (March  3.  1859;  Ada,  born 
May  7.  1788,  married  Job  Armstrong,  resided  in 
Glocester,  where  her  descendants  are  living,  and 
died  June  3,  1834;  and  William,  born  Aug.  13, 
1791,  married  Susan  Wilmarth,  and  died  July  26, 
1882.  Xoab  Aldrich,  the  father,  died  March  i, 
1823,  and  his  wife  Hulda  passed  away  Oct.  3, 
1848. 

(\’I)  David  Aldrich,  son  of  Noah,  born  June 
29.  1770.  in  Scituate.  made  his  home  in  his  native 
town  all  his  life.  His  youth  was  jiassed  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  being  the  eldest  of  a large  family 
much  of  the  care  and  responsibility  fell  u])on  his 
shoulders.  Ihitil  he  had  nearly  or  quite  attained 
his  majority  he  assisted  his  parents  and  in  the 
winter  season  attended  the  schools  afforded  by  the 
community.  He  married  Hope  Law.  born  Aug.  3. 
1777.  daughter  of  David  Law.  of  Glocester.  W’ith 


one  hundred-  dollars  given  him  by  his  father  he 
purchased  an  old  school  building  which  he  divided 
into  two  rooms,  and  there  he  began  a career  of  ac- 
tivitv  and  intlustry  which  ended  only  with  his 
death.  By  his  zeal,  ambition  and  indefatigable 
energv  and  perseverance,  together  with  the  practice 
of  rigid  and  practical  economy,  he  added  little  by 
little,  from  time  to  time,  to  his  acres  until  he  be- 
came a land  holder  of  no  inconsiderable  extent. 
And  while  he  was  accumulating  wealth  for  himself 
he  was  not  unmindful  of  others,  and  his  kind  acts 
and  ways,  his  friendship  for  his  fellow-men,  who 
were  often  the  recipients  of  his  assistance,  are  well 
worthy  of  chronicle.  His  integrity  and  honesty 
were  strong  characteristics  and  became  the  found- 
ation upon  which  he  builded  his  success  and  won 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  wide  acquaintance 
which  he  enjoyed.  He  died  Oct.  13,  1854,  and  was 
buried  in  an  old  family  burying-ground,  but  later 
his  remains  were  removed  to  North  Scituate,  near 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  children  by  the 
first  marriage  were;  George,  William,  John, 
Archibald  and  David  L. 

(MI)  George  Aldrich,  son  of  David,  was  born 
Oct.  21,  1798.  in  Scituate.  at  the  home  fann.  In 
youth,  he  attended  the  schools  of  the  community 
and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a farmer.  With  the 
exception  of  ten  years  in  Glocester,  where  he  had 
purchased  a farm,  his  entire  life  was  spent  in 
Scituate,  and  he  was  closely  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  town  for  many  years.  For  a long 
period  he  was  a member  of  the  town  council  and 
for  the  greater  portion  of  that  time  was  president 
of  that  body.  He  was  also  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly,  where  he  was  recognized  as  a man 
of  unusual  ability.  That  he  did  not  ascend  higher 
in  the  scale  of  political  elevations  was  in  a large 
measure  due  to  himself,  since  the  tranquillity  of 
domestic  life  was  to  him  preferable  to  a more  e.x- 
tended  public  career.  He  was  a busy,  working, 
achieving  man.  Of  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  un- 
questioned probity,  ability  and  honesty,  it  may  be 
said  that  they  were  as  well  known  as  his  name.  He 
was  a man  of  generous  physical  proportions,  full 
of  vigor,  and  was  of  genial  disposition.  His  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  13,  1855,  was  occasioned  by  a 
stroke  of  apoplexy,  and  he  was  sincerely  mourned 
throughout  his  wide  circle  of  acquaintance.  He 
married  Alee  Smith  Angell,  and  their  children  were ; 

( i)  Olive  Leaura  was  born  June  2,  1824.  (2)  Hope 
Ann,  born  May  21,  1826,  married  Charles  Sisson, 
of  Providence,  and  died  Feb.  20,  1905.  (3)  George 

Washington  and  (4)  Thomas  Jefferson  (twins) 
were  born  (May  19,  1829.  George  \V.  died  in 
youth,  and  Thomas  J.  married  Fanny  Battey.  of 
South  Scituate,  and  had  children;  Fanny  (who 
married  Edward  Eaton,  of  Provideiice,  and  has  a 
son).  Ida  F.  (who  married  George  Corbin,  of  W'cb- 
ster.  Mass.),  George  Allen  (of  Wbster, 
Mass.),  Emma  Augusta  (who  married 
George  Steen,  and  lives  in  Providence),  Sarah 
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JNIaria  (living  in  Boston),  Edith  (of  Providence) 
and  Frederick  (of  Providence).  (5)  Emeline 
Elizabeth,  born  April  18,  1832,  died  unmarried 
Feb.  22,  1905.  (6)  Charles  Angell  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  (7)  George  E.,  born  Aug.  2,  1838, 
is  mentioned  elsewhere.  IMrs.  Alee  S.  (Angell) 
Aldrich  was  a woman  of  more  than  ordinary  physi- 
cal and  mental  energy,  and  lived  to  advanced  age, 
dying  Feb.  13,  1890. 

IMrs.  Olive  Leaura  (Aldrich)  Beane  was  born  in 
Scituate,  and  married  Constant  Cook  Beane, as  above 
stated.  For  a number  of  years  she  has  been  a 
resident  of  Providence,  where  her  home  is  with 
her  daughter,  Aliss  Lucy  May  Beane,  who  is  a 
popular  and  efficient  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  city.  Mrs.  Beane,  though  she  has  been  an 
invalid  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  well  past  the 
allotted  three  score  and  ten  years,  is  possessed  of 
a remarkable  memory,  is  a bright  conversationalist, 
of  most  sunny  temperament.  She  is  interested  in 
and  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  present,  and 
the  past,  and  looks  back  over  a pathway  strewn 
with  the  roses  of  affection,  with  good  deeds,  and 
the  knowledge  of  duty  well  done. 

Angell.  The  Angell  line  of  ancestry  of  Airs. 
Alee  Smith  (Angell)  Aldrich  is  through  Charles, 
Andrew,  Jeremiah,  Thomas,  John  and  Thomas,  the 
first  settler,  who  came  to  America  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams in  1631,  in  the  ship  “Lion,”  London  to 
Boston. 

(Ill)  Thomas  Angell,  of  the  third  generation, 
and  grandson  of  the  original  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Providence  Alarch  25,  1672,  and  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a carpenter.  He  remained  in  Provi- 
dence until  about  1710,  in  which  year  he  built  a 
tavern  in  Scituate  on  the  old  Norwich  turnpike,  and 
this  was  occupied  by  several  successive  generations 
of  the  family.  The  town  of  Scituate  held  public 
meetings  in  his  house  for  many  years  and  it  was 
a place  of  great  attraction  for  a long  period. 
Thomas  Angell  was  a man  of  great  influence  and 
prominence  in  the  town  and  he  had  a wide  ac- 
quaintance with  the  traveling  public.  He  died  in 
Scituate  in  1714,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  meet- 
ing-house lot  in  South  Scituate.  He  married,  in 
Providence,  April  4,  1700,  Sarah  Brown,  born  in 
1677,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alice  Brown,  and  she 
survived  him  many  years.  Their  children  were : 
Alartha,  born  Alarch  24,  1702,  married  Jonathan 
Knight;  Isaiah,  born  Nov.  17,  1704,  married  Pru- 
dence Wilkinson;  Jeremiah,  born  June  29,  1706, 
married  Alary  Alathewson,  and  died  in  Scituate  in 
1786;  Jonathan,  born  Alarch  14,  1708,  was  a bache- 
lor; Sarah,  born  in  Scituate  in  1710,  married  Jere- 
miah Alathewson;  Nehemiah  married  Alary  H6p- 
kins,  sister  of  Elder  Reuben  Hopkins ; Thomas, 
Jr.,  was  a member  of  the  Johnston  council  in  1772, 
and  was  of  record  there  as  early  as  1759  (his  wife's 
name  was  Alercy). 

( I\’)  Jeremiah  Angell.  son  of  Thomas,  married 
(first)  Alary  Alathewson,  who  bore  him  the  follow- 


ing children : Thomas ; Stephen,  who  was  lost  at 
sea ; Andrew  ; Job  and  Joseph,  twins,  born  in  1745  ; 
Daniel,  born  in  1748;  Lydia,  who  married  Philip 
Alathewson;  Alary,  who  married  Benjamin  Dur- 
fee;  Freelove,  who  married  David  Rolph ; and 
Sarah,  who  married  Jonathan  Knight.  Jeremiah 
Angell  was  the  successor  in  the  proprietorship  of 
the  celebrated  Angell  tavern,  and  also  of  the  large 
farm  in  South  Scituate.  He  was  an  active  business 
man  and  he  cleared  much  land  and  pla^ited  many 
orchards.  One  orchard  of  his  planting  furnished 
fruit  for  four  generations.  He  acquired  consider- 
able knowledge  of  law  and  rendered  important 
service  to  his  townsmen  as  their  legal  adviser.  For 
many  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  was 
truly  a peacemaker,  inducing  complainants  to  set- 
tle their  differences  between  themselves  after  tell- 
ing them  the  law  covering  their  cases.  His  i)rop- 
erty  was  divided  after  the  old  English  custom,  the 
eldest  being  given  the  house  and  farm,  and  the  others 
sharing  in  the  remainder.  He  died  in  Scituate  in 
1786,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  meeting-house  lot. 
Beside  him  were  placed  the  remains  of  his  first 
wife  and  mother  of  all  his  children,  and  also  his 
second  and  third  wives,  who  were,  respectively, 
Abigail  Downs  and  Betsey  Stone. 

{V)  Andrew  Angell,  son  of  Jeremiah,  was  born 
in  Scituate,  Jan.  3,  1742.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  was  his  father’s  chief  assistant  in  the 
management  of  his  large  estate.  At  his  father’s 
death  he  succeeded  to  the  possession  of  the  lands 
and  of  the  Angell  Tavern.  Like  his  father  he  was 
a man  of  considerable  education,  was  possessed  of 
a large  capacity  for  mental  action,  and  was  a man 
of  ability,  discrimination  and  tact.  As  a host  he 
was  affable  and  courteous,  and  he  was  a man  of 
warm,  sympathetic  impulses  and  with  a high  con- 
ception of  moral  and  Christian  living.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war,  when  navigation  was  greatly 
obstructed,  the  travel  on  the  Providence  and  Nor- 
wich road  was  greatly  increased,  and  the  tavern 
became  even  more  famous.  Aluch  merchandise 
was  transported  along  the  route,  and  many  men  of 
prominence  traveled  it.  among  them  being  General 
Washington,  General  LaFayette,  Dr.  Franklin  and 
others.  Andrew  Angell  married  Tabitha  Harris,  who 
was  born  Dec.  10,  1743.  Their  children  were  ; Gideon, 
born  June  21,  1773,  who  married  Alary  (Polly) 
Watson,  and  died  Alay  14,  1829;  and  Charles. 
Andrew  .\ngell  died  June  29.  1792,  and  was  buried 
on  his  farm.  His  widow  then  rented  the  tavern 
and  retired  to  the  north  part  of  the  farm,  which 
contained  more  than  four  hundred  acres.  She 
there  reared  her  sons. 

(\T)  Charles  Angell.  son  of  Andrew,  born  in 
1775.  at  the  tavern,  received  more  than  ordinary 
education.  He  became  a man  of  much  prominence 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity. For  many  years  he  was  president  of  the 
town  council,  was  several  times  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  once  appointed  judge  of  the 
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court  of  Common  Pleas.  As  a public  speaker  it 
was  said  of  him  that  “he  talked  pointedly  and  well. 
He  spoke  of  the  question  before  him  upon  which  he 
had  reflected  sufficiently  to  see  clearly  the  order  of 
his  thoughts  and  to  connect  them  in  an  unbroken 
chain,  each  link  representing  an  idea.”  His  were 
habits  of  industry  and  application,  of  uprightness 
and  integrity  of  character  as  a man,  citizen,  public 
official  and  judge.  Like  his  father,  he  conclucted 
the  tavern  in  war  time;  the  war  of  1812  obstructed 
navigation  and  travel  overland  was  much  in- 
creased. His  health  failed  rather  early  in  life  and 
he  died  in  his  forty-sixth  year,  Xov.  13,  1821,  and 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  burial  lot  of  his  father. 
He  married  Olive  Aldrich,  daughter  of  James 
Aldrich,  of  Scituate,  and  their  children  were ; 
Tabitha  H.,  born  Feb.  12,  1801,  married  Abner 
Peckham;  Andrew,  born  Dec.  7,  1802,  married 
Amey  Aldrich,  and  died  Oct.  15,  1865,  the  father 
of  one  of  Rhode  Island’s  most  distinguished  men, 
James  Burrill  Angell,  president  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  mentioned  elsewhere; 
Alee  Smith,  born  Sept.  21,  1805.  in  Scituate,  married 
George  Aldrich,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  foregoing. 

GILBERT  ALDRICH,  who  has  been  known 
for  many  years  as  a farmer  and  lumber  dealer,  be- 
longs to  the  Scituate  j'R.  I.)  branch  of  the  old 
Massachusqtts-Rhode  Island  Aldrich  family,  many 
of  whom  are  yet  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  old 
home  town  or  vicinity.  Mr.  Aldrich  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Xoah  Aldrich,  and  descends  from 
George  Aldrich,  the  original  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  America,  through  Joseph,  John,  David,  Noah, 
David  and  William.  The  ancestral  history  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work. 

William  Aldrich,  father  of  Gilbert  Aldrich,  was 
born  April  15,  1801.  and  married  Betsey  I.  Smith, 
who  was  born  April  28.  1801,  and  died  in  1848. 
By  this  union  there  was  but  one  child,  Gilbert. 
^Ir.  Aldrich  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Maria  (Phelps)  Aldrich,  widow  of  Wilmarth 
Aldrich,  Init  they  had  no  children.  William  Al- 
drich was  born  and  reared  in  Scituate.  In  1836, 
with  his  young  wife  and  child,  he  removed  to  Glo- 
cester,  where  he  had  purchased  a farm,  and  there 
he  remained  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  returned  to  Scituate  and  built  the  homestead  at 
the  west  end  of  the  village  of  North  Scituate  now 
owned  and  occujjied  Iw  his  son  Gilbert.  Through- 
out his  active  life  IMr.  .Mdrich  was  a man  of  great 
industry,  notwithstanding  a severe  injury  he  had 
sustained  in  handling  some  unruly  oxen.  Though 
the  accident  caused  him  serious  lameness  for  many 
years  this  fact  did  not  dam])en  his  progressive  spirit, 
and  Iw  devoting  his  attention  strictly  to  business 
he  was  successful  to  an  unusual  degree.  He  was 
a farmer  all  his  life,  but  he  also  (leak  largely  in 
stock,  and  was  considered  an  ex])ert  judge  of 
cattle  and  horses.  In  all  his  dealings  he  aclliered 
so  closely  to  a jiolicy  of  honesty  and  absolute  fair- 


ness that  he  left  an  honored  name  and  repute  as 
well  as  substantial  evidence  of  his  success  in  a fair 
share  of  this  world’s  goods.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  a 
member  and  supporter  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  regular  in  his  attendance  until  the 
latter  years  of  his  life,  when  physical  ailments 
made  it  impossible.  He  had  no  political  aspirations 
and  took  little  interest  in  such  questions  and  the 
discussion  of  them,  but  nevertheless  he  was  a good 
citizen  and  an  intelligent  man,  well  read  and  in- 
formed on  the  issues  of  the  day.  He  died  in  1876, 
of  apoplexy. 

Gilbert  Aldrich,  only  child  of  William,  was  born 
Jan.  I,  1836.  His  parents,  realizing  the  advantages 
and  value  of  education,  gave  him  all  the  facilities 
within  their  reach,  and  thus  he  not  only  attended 
the  public  schools  in  the  towns  of  Glocester  and 
Scituate  but  also  the  Smithville  Institute,  under 
the  noted  instructor  Hosea  Quimby,  and  Stanton 
Belding’s  Fruit  Hill  Academy.  Being  the  only 
child,  he  was  naturally  associated  with  his  father 
during  most  of  his  life,  and  he  has  always  been 
more  or  less  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1859  he  established  himself  in  the  business  of 
teaming,  which  at  that  time  particularly  was  very 
important,  the  many  mills  in  the  vicinity  requiring 
much  hauling  of  the  raw  material  and  the  finished 
product.  But  it  is  as  a successful  farmer  and  lum- 
ber dealer  that  he  is  best  known  in  a business  way, 
especially  the  latter,  for  he  was  engaged  as  such 
for  the  long  period  of  thirty  years,  devoting  much 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  that  line.  At  one  time 
he  also  engaged  e.xtensively  in  the  stock  business, 
handling  many  oxen,  and  carried  on  a wholesale 
and  retail  grain  business  in  Scituate.  In  1903, 
however,  he  disposed  of  all  his  interests  but  farm- 
ing, to  which  he  has  since  directed  his  activities, 
though  he  is  practically  retired,  doing  little  active 
work  in  the  cultivation  of  his  fields.  Mr.  Aldrich 
has  signalized  himself  as  a man  of  ability  and  enter- 
prise, and  he  has  not  only  advanced  his  own  inter- 
ests but  has  employed  his  energies  toward  promot- 
ing the  general  welfare  and  best  interests  of  the 
community  in  which  his  fortunes  have  been  an- 
chored. By  his  integrity  and  thoroughly  .clean  life 
he  has  afforded  a worthy  example  and  takes  an 
honorable  place  among  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Aldrich  married  Miss  Susan  S.  Aldrich, 
a daughter  of  Halsey  Aldrich.  They  have  had 
no  children. 

MTLLIAM  P.  C.A.RR.  Among  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  families  of  X^ewport,  R.  I.,  is  that 
of  Carr,  whose  representatives  in  every  generation 
have  occupied  distinguished  positions  in  business, 
professional  and  public  life.  William  P.  Carr,  of 
X"ew])ort,  is  a direct  descendant  of  Caleb  Carr,  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  city. 

1 1)  Caleb  Carr,  born  in  1624.  came  to  .America 
in  tT)??  with  his  elder  brother,  Rolx^rt,  in  the  ship 
“Flizabeth  and  .Vnn,”  from  London.  England,  and 
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settled  in  Newport,  R.  I.  He  married  (first) 
Mercy,  born  in  1631,  who  died  in  1675,  (sec- 
ond) Sarah,  widow  of  John  Pinner,  and  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Frances  (Latham)  Clarke.  Mr. 
Carr  was  commissioner  in  1654,  1658,  1659,  1660, 
1661  and  1662;  was  made  a freeman  in  1655;  was 
deputy  with  little  exception  from  1664  to  1690, 
and  assistant  the  greater  part  of  the  time  between 
1679  1691.  He  was  governor  in  1695,  the 

year  in  which  he  died.  Governor  Carr  bought  at 
different  times  beginning  with  1658,  large  interests 
in  Conanicut  and  Dutch  Islands.  The  Carrs  as  a 
family  became  conspicuous  in  the  development  of 
Jamestown,  and  their  fortunes  have  been  more  or 
less  identified  with  that  town  and  Newport  from 
their  settlement  to  the  present  time.  The  children 
of  Governor  Carr  were:  Nicholas.  Mercy,  Caleb, 
Samuel,  Mercy  (2),  John,  Edward  (all  born  to 
the  first  marriage),  Frances,  Sarah,  James  and 
Elizabeth. 

(II)  John  Carr,  son  of  Gov.  Caleb,  born  in 
1664,  married  Wait,  born  Nov.  5,  1668,  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Ann  (Coggeshall)  Easton,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Gov.  Nicholas  Easton.  John  Carr 
lived  in  Newport,  R.  I.  He  was  deputy  in  1705. 
He  died  in  1714,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1725. 
Their  children  were : Samuel,  Caleb,  Ann,  John, 
Erances  and  Patience. 

(III)  Samuel  Carr,  son  of  John,  born  in  1694, 
married  in  1719  Mary  Greene,  born  April  6.  1697, 
at  Cowesett,  R.  I.  Mr.  Carr  was  a gunsmith  and 
a resident  of  Newport.  His  will,  which  was  made 
in  1739,  was  proved  August  ist  of  that  year.  He 
was  buried  on  Goat  Island,  and  the  inscription  on 
his  tombstone  proclaims  that  he  died  in  the  forty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  that  his  daughter,  Waite, 
died  on  that  same  day,  aged  thirteen  years,  both 
being  said  to  have  died  of  smallpox.  The  children 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  Carr  were : Caleb,  born  in 
1720;  Samuel,  born  in  1722;  Waite,  born  in  1726; 
Ebenezer,  born  Oct.  2,  1735,  and  John,  born  Oct. 

6,  1738; 

(IV)  John  Carr,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Oct. 
6,  1738,  in  Newport,  R.  L,  and  married  July  19, 
1761,  Marv  Arnold,  born  in  1736.  Mr.  Carr  was 
an  active  patriot  and  an  officer  in  the  Revolution, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Trenton  under  Washington.  He  died  March  25, 
1814,  IMrs.  Carr  passing  away  Nov.  2,  1789.  Their 
children  were:  John,  born  April  12,  1762:  Mary, 
June  13,  1763:  Sarah,  May  29,  1765:  Samuel,  Sept. 
24.  17^;  Caleb  A.,  1768;  Abigail,  Sept.  4,  1771: 
Comfort,  July  15,  1773.  Other  children  have  been 
assigned  to  them,  among  whom  were  Richard.  Eb- 
enezer and  George  Washington.  . 

(V)  George  Washington  Carr,  son  of  John, 
born  July  12,  1777,  married  Nov.  -l,  1801,  Marga- 
ret, born  April  ii,  1779.  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Rowling)  Thurston,  granddaughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Dorothy  (Carter)  Thurston  of  Newport, 
great-granddaughter  of  Jonathan  Thurston,  great- 


great-granddaughter  of  Edward  Thurston  (2),  and 
great-great-great-granddaughter  of  Edward  Thurs- 
ton, who  is  of  record  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
as  early  as  1647,  in  which  year  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Mott.  He  served  as  commissioner  and 
assistant  and  for  many  years  as  deputy  from  New- 
port. Margaret  (Thurston)  Carr  died  July  19, 
1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine  years, 
three  months,  eight  days.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  her  and  her  husband : Dolly  Thurston, 
born  July  27,  1802;  Abby,  Dec.  18,  1803;  Margaret, 
Sept.  17,  1805 : George  Washington,  April  22, 
1808;  Mary  Ann,  March  26,  1810;  Caleb  Arnold, 
June  15,  1813;  Thomas  Thurston,  May  4,  1815; 
Sarah  Rowling,  Aug.  5,  1818;  John,  Eeb.  22,  1821 ; 
Amelia,  June  23,  1824. 

(VI)  Thomas  Thurston  Carr,  son  of  George 
Washington,  was  born  May  4.  1815.  In  early  life 
he  was  interested  in  the  whaling  industry,  at  which 
he  was  engaged  for  several  years.  He  later  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  Newport  and  con- 
tinued at  that  occupation  for  a number  of  years, 
by  careful,  capable  and  conservative  business  meth- 
ods meeting  with  well-deserved  success.  In  polit- 
ical faith  Mr.  Carr  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  as  such 
served  his  native  city  for  several  years  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  and  for  several  years  as  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State.  He 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Central  Baptist 
Church  (now  the  Second  Baptist),  serving  as  dea- 
con thereof  from  its  formation  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a director  of  the  Aquidneck  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Newport  for  many  years.  In  the 
death  of  i\Ir.  Carr,  which  occurred  Dec.  15,  1887, 
Newport  lost  one  of  its  most  honored  citizens,  the 
needy  a true  and  kind  friend  and  his  family  an 
affectionate  and  devoted  father. 

On  June  22,  1845,  VIr.  Carr  was  married  to 
Clarissa  Peckham,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
Peckham,  and  she  passed  away  in  Newport  March 
8,  1872,  aged  fifty-one  vears,  three  months,  sixteen 
days.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr  were  born  children 
as'follows:  Clarissa  T.,  born  May  7,  1847,  is  the 
wife  of  Edwin  S.  Burdick,  of  Newport : Josephine 
Augusta,  born  May  7,  1847,  is  the  widow  of  George 
A.  Hazard,  of  Newport:  Thomas  T.,  born  Sept.  19, 
1848,  married  Carrie  Augarde,  and  died  in  Chi- 
cago: George  \V.,  born  Nov.  29,  1850,  who  is  a 
lawyer  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
New  York,  married  Julia  Paul  Mitchell ; Phebe  J., 
born  Oct.  29,  T853,  is  the  widow  of  Anthony  S. 
Sherman,  of  Newport ; Mary  L..  born  June  I4> 
1856,  is  at  home,  unmarried;  Whlliam  P.  is  men- 
tioned below:  Annie  Peckham,  born  Nov.  i,  1861, 
is  at  home,  unmarried. 

(VH)  William  Peckham  Carr,  son  of  the  late 
Thomas  Thurston  Carr,  was  born  Oct.  12,  1857, 
in  Newport,  and  received  his  early  educational 
training  in  the  public  schools.  Leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became  a 
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clerk  in  his  father's  grocery,  after  leaving  which 
he  went  to  New  York  City  and  for  a time  was  em- 
ployed in  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Clark, 
Chapin  & Hawley.  He  then  went  to  Boston,  IMass., 
and  for  a short  ];)eriod  was  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Peckham,  Ralph  & Co.,  grain  brokers.  Return- 
ing to  Newport,  Hr.  Carr  again  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  his  father,  and  continued  with  him  until 
1885,  when  he  purchased  the  grocery  business  in 
which  he  is  interested  at  the  present  time. 

In  politics  i\lr.  Carr  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  he  has  served  his  native  city  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  for  a period  of  six  ^-ears,  three  years 
of  which  time  he  was  president  thereof.  In  1906, 
at  the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter 
granted  the  city  of  Newport,  i\Ir.  Carr  was  elected 
a member  of  the  representative  council  from  the 
First  ward  for  the  three-year  .term.  Mr.  Carr  is 
a consistent  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Central  Baptist  (now  the  Second  Baptist)  Church, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1887,  he  was 
elected  a deacon  to  succeed  him.  He  has  served 
in  that  capacity  to  the  present  time,  and  has  also 
held  the  position  of  church  treasurer  for  a number 
of  years. 

Mr.  Carr  is  unmarried,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  sisters,  INIisses  Alary  L.  and  Annie  Peck- 
ham  Carr.  Like  his  honored  father.  Air.  Carr  pos- 
sesses a cpiiet,  unostentatious  disposition,  but  his 
genial,  kindly  manner  has  attracted  to  him  hosts  of 
warm  friends  who  enjoy  his  business  success  and 
political  prominence.  The  Carr  family  are  greatly 
esteemed  in  their  native  locality. 

LNDERW'OOD  (Newport  family).  The  Ameri- 
can L nderwoods  who  trace  to  ante-Revolutionary 
times  descend  from  Joseph.  Underwood,  who  settled 
in  Hingham,  Alass.,  in  1637,  and  removed  to  Water- 
town,  Alass.,  in  1645  i William  Underwood,  of 
Concord  and  Chelmsford,  Alass.,  1652;  William 
Thomas  Underwood,  who  settled  in  A’irginia  about 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century ; Alexander 
L nderwood,  and  Henry  Underwood,  who  settled 
in  or  near  Newport,  R.  L,  about  1655.  This  article, 
however,  is  to  refer  only  to  some  of  the  present 
Newport  I’nderwoods,  descendants  of  the  Newport 
settler. 

(I)  Henry  Underwood  (of  Newport  or  vicinity 
about  1655)  liis  wife  Jane  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Henry,  born  Nov.  30,  1667,  who  tiled  in 
1733,  unmarried;  Jane,  born  Alarch  17,  1669;  ^Vil- 
liam,  born  Alay  24,  1671,  and  John,  born  Aug.  3, 
1673.  These  children,  except  the  youngest,  were 
born  in  Newport. 

(H)  M'illiam  Underwood,  son  of  Henry,  was 
born  Alay  24.  1671,  and  was  a resident  of  James- 
town anti  Newport.  R.  I.  He  was  first  constable 
in  1705  and  town  sergeant  in  1705  and  1714:  in 
1734  he  was  of  Newport  and  called  himself  inn- 
holder. The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah, 
and  their  children  were:  M’illiam,  born  Alarch  14, 


1694;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  7,  1698;  Thomas;  a 
daughter,  born  Oct.  27,  1703  ; Tamsen;  and  Henry, 
born  Nov.  29,  1707. 

(HI)  William  L’nderwood  (2),  son  of  Wil- 
liam, was  born  Alarch  14,  1694,  and  married  in 
1717  Ann  Turpin,  their  children  of  East  Green- 
wich town  record,  according  to  Arnokrs  Vital 
Record,  being  Israel ; Ezekiel,  or  Edward ; Eliza- 
beth ; Ruth  ; William  ; John  ; Joseph  ; and  Alice. 

(1\’)  William  Underwood  (3),  son  of  William 
(2),  was  born  Feb.  23.  1718-19,  and  married  19th 
of  nth  month,  1743,  Susannah  Knowles,  of  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.  Their  children  of  South  Kings- 
town record,  according  to  Arnold’s  Vital  Record, 
were:  Anne,  born  June  26.  1748:  Joseph,  born 
Oct.  21,  1749;  Henry,  born  Jan.  26,  1752;  Alice, 
born  Aug.  24,  1753;  and  Samuel,  born  Jan.  29, 

1756- 

(\")  Samuel  Underwood,  son  of  William  (3), 
born  Jan.  29,  1756,  married  Susannah  Tripp,  and 
they  resided  in  South  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

(\T)  \\’illiam  Underwood  (4),  son  of  Samuel, 
born  Alay  3,  1779,  married  (first)  Nov.  12.  1801, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Eber  Sherman,  and  (sec- 
ond) in  1818  Amey  Hazard  Wilcox.  He  resided 
in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  1849. 

(VH)  Peter  B.  Underwood,  son  of  Y’illiam 
(4),  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  and  when  thir- 
teen years  of  age  removed  to  Aliddletown.  R.  L, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  seven  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Jamestown, 
and  there  was  likewise  employed  for  two  years, 
then  locating  in  Newport,  and  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  some  time  on  Price's  Neck. 
In  1834  Air.  Underwood  rented  the  King  farm  on 
Bateman’s  Point,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
for  a jieriod  of  eleven  years,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  117  acres  in  Aliddletown,  and.  re- 
moving thereto,  was  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Air.  Underwood  was 
an  industrious  and  hard-working  man,  possessed 
a genial,  social  manner,  and  as  a citizen  bore  the 
respect  of  the  entire  community.  In  political  faith 
he  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school. 

Air.  Underwood  married  Ruth.  Pcckham, 
daughter  of  William  Peckham,  of  Aliddletown. 
She  died  in  Newport,  in  1872,  in  her  eighty-first 
year.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Horace  F.  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Alid- 
dletown, where  he  died ; he  married  Sarah  Ann 
Alarsh.  William  H.,  who  was  for  many  years  en- 
gaged in  farming,  later  conducted  a livery  busi- 
ness in  Newport,  where  he  died  in  October.  1905; 
he  married  Sarah  Williams.  Peter  A.  is  our  sub- 
ject. Albert  F.  married  Frances  Bowen,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  now  resides  in  Dorchester,  Alass.;  he 
was  engaged  in  farming,  and  died  in  Providence. 
Joshua  P.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  North 
.Attleboro,  Alass.,  married  Julia  Bird.  Sarah  Ann 
married  Benjamin  Bliven,  of  Newport,  and  there 
they  both  died.  Caroline  C.  died  unmarried.  Ruth 
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Maria  married  Francis  S.  Barker,  of  Newport, 
where  they  reside.  The  father  of  these  children 
passed  away  in  Middletown,  in  September,  1853, 
aged  fifty-two  years. 

(Vni)  Peter  Arnold  Underwood,  son  of 
Peter  B.,  was  born  Feb.  17,  1832,  and  as  was  cus- 
tomary with  the  farmers’  sons  of  those  days  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  the  winter  months 
and  in  the  summer  assisted  in  the  work  on  the 
farm.  Thus  his  time  was  employed  until  his  seven- 
teenth year,  when  he  took  up  the  work  of  the  farm, 
continuing  at  home  until  about  thirty  years  of  age. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  father  ]\Ir.  Underwood  and 
his  brothers  continued  to  conduct  the  homestead 
for  several  years,  when  it  was  sold,  and  Peter  A. 
Underwood  purchased  about  twelve  acres  of  the 
old  homestead  farm,  successfully  engaging  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  February,  1905,  when 
he  sold  out.  He  has  since  been  living  retired.  This 
farm,  which  under  iMr.  Underwood's  able  manage- 
ment was  always  kept  in  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
is  located  at  what  is  known  as  “the  two-mile  cor- 
ner,” and  was  purchased  by  Mrs.  F.  Burke-Roche, 
now  forming  part  of  her  large  stock  farm.  In 
political  faith  Mr.  Underwood  has  always  been  a 
stalwart  Republican,  but  has  never  cared  for  nor 
sought  office.  Although  not  a member,  Mr.  Luider- 
wood  attends  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
port, of  which  his  wife  is  a member,  and  to  which 
they  give  their  liberal  support. 

In  i860  Mr.  Underwood  was  married  to  Emily 
Perry  White,  daughter  of  Nicholas  White,  for 
many  years  one  of  Newport’s  leading  business  men. 
Mrs.  Underwood  is  a direct  descendant  of  William 
White,  who  came  to  America  on  the  “Mayflower.” 
To  this  union  have  been  born  children  as  follows: 
John  P.,  who  is  now  teller  of  the  American  Ex- 
change National  Bank,  No.  113  Broadway,  New 
York,  married  Annie  Pessinger,  of  New  York; 
George  W.  married  Carrie  Burdick  of  Newport, 
in  which  city  he  died,  leaving  children — Charles 
Arnold,  LeRoy  and  Gladys ; Lillian  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years. 

Mr.  C’nderwood’s  long  life  has  been  one  of 
energy,  thrift  and  industry,  and  now  in  retirement 
he  is  enjoying  a well-earned  rest  from  his  labors. 
As  a citizen  of  Newport,  where  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  been  spent,  he  commands  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

FRANK  HOW’ARD  ARNOLD,  proprietor  of 
the  Warwick  Coal  Company,  of  Cowesett,  R.  I., 
and  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  section, 
is  a native  of  East  Greenwich,  born  Jan.  22,  1848, 
a descendant  of  an  early  settled  family  of  New 
England. 

(I)  Thomas  Arnold,  born  in  1599,  at  Chesel- 
bourne,  Dorsetshire.  England,  married  (second) 
Phebe  Parkhurst.  daughter  of  George  and  Sus- 
anna. iMr.  Arnold  was  a son  of  Thomas  Arnold, 
of  Cheselbourne,  a grandson  of  Richard,  great- 


grandson  of  Richard,  great-great-grandson  of 
Thomas,  and  great-great-great-grandsoii  of  Roger 
Arnold,  whose  descent  is  traced  back  to  Ynir,  King 
of  Gwentland,  who  flourished  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury. Thomas  Arnold  (3),  who  married  Phebe 
Parkhurst,  came  to  America  in  1635  in  the  ship 
“Plain  Joan,”  and  soOn  settled  at  Watertown.  In 
April,  1655,  he  bought  land  in  Providence  and  later 
removed  to  the  latter  point.  He  was  deputy  in 
1666,  1667,  1670,  1671  anfl  1672,  and  a.  member  of 
the  town  council  in  1672.  He*  died  in  1674.  His 
children  were:  Thomas,  Nicholas.  Susanna  (all 
born  to  his  former  marriage).  Ichalx)d,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John,  Eleazer  and  Elizabeth. 

(11)  Eleazer  Arnold,  born  June  17,  1651,  mar- 
ried Eleanor,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Smith,  and  they  were  residents  of  Providence,  R. 

I.  iMr.  Arnold  was  a member  of  the  town  council 
in  1684,  1685,  1686.  and  deputy  in  1686".  1700, 

1703,  1706,  1707,  17 1 1 and  1715.  He  was  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  1705.  He  died  Aug.  29,  1722. 
His  children  were:  Phebe,  Elizabeth,  Eleazer,  Jo- 
seph, John,  Jeremiah,  Eleanor,  Mary,  Abigail  and 
Deborah. 

(HI)  Joseph  Arnold  married  June  20,  1716, 
iMercv,  born  Sept.  2T,  1694.  daughter  of  Amos 
and  ilary  (Burlingame)  Stafford,  and  their  place 
of  abode  was  in  Providence  and  Smithfield,  R.  1. 
iMr.  Arnold  died  Nov.  4.  1746.  His  children  were: 
Eleazer,  Joseph,  Benjamin.  Amos,  Elizabeth,  Ca- 
leb. Deborah,  Joshua.  Nathan,  Stukeley,  iMercy  and 
Samuel. 

(IV)  Samuel  Arnold,  horn  July  12,  1736,  mar- 
ried Nov.  10,  1737,  Elizabeth  Arnold,  and  their 
children  were:  Benjamin,  John,  Abigail,  Anna, 
Ricbard,  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  iMercy  and  Jonathan. 

(V)  Benjamin  Arnold,  born  March  4,  1758, 
married  (first)  April  5,  1785,  Isabel,  born  June 
18,  1764.  daughter  of  Paul  Greene,  of  Potowomut, 
R.  I.,  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Hall),  of  East  Green- 
wioli.  R.  I..  iMrs.  Arnold  being  a descendant  of 
Surgeon  John  Greene,  of  Salisbury,  England,  who 
became  one  of  the  prominent  settlers  of  the  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  her  lineage  being  through 
James,  Jabez,  James  (2)  and  Paul  Greene.  iMrs. 
Arnold  died  April  8,  1790.  and  he  married  June 
5.  1793,  Rachel,  daughter  of  David  Flarris.  His 
children  were : Hannah  Greene,  born  June  22, 
1786;  Aza,  born  Nov.  4.  1788  (both  born  to  the 
first  marriage)  : Thomas : Rachel ; Isabella,  and  - 
Eliza.  Benjamin  Arnold  became  a resident  of 
Stamford,  New  York. 

(VI)  Aza  Arnold,  born  Nov.  4,  1788,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pawtucket,  town  of  Smithfield.  was  in 
his  younger  davs  in  the  mill  business  associated 
with  the  Slaters,  manufacturing  later  cotton  and 
woolen  machinery.  He  built  and  operated  a mill 
at  Great  Ealls,  N.  H.  Establishing  a machine  shop 
at  East  Greenwich,  he  and  his  sons  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  machinery.  Mr.  Arnold 
was  an  inventor  of  some  note,  and  perfected  a 
compound  motion  for  speeders,  and  also  a ma- 
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chine  for  the  manufacture  of  files.  He  afterward 
moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  became  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  print  goods  in  the  late  fifties. 
He  then  made  his  home  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  he  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Friends  cemetery 
there,  having  been  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  He  was  a man  of  temperate  habits  and 
upright  dealings.  In  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Dennis,  who  was  Iwrn  in  that  town, 
a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  Quaker  families  in 
the  State.  She  made  her  home  in  Washington 
after  her  husband’s  death,  but  died  in  East  Orange, 
X.  J..  while  on  a visit  to  one  of  her  children,  and 
was  buried  at  Ea,st  Gre.enwich,  R.  I.  The  children 
born  to  Aza  Arnold  and  wife  were  : Mary,  who  died 
unmarried ; Plarriet,  who  married  Asa  Shove,  and 
died  in  East  Orange,  N.  J. ; William  Dennis,  who 
died  in  Elorida : Benjamin;  James  Greene,  who 
died  in  Worcester,  Mass. ; Samuel  Aza,  who  re- 
sides in  Worcester.  Mass. : Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1861  : Sarah  Greene,  who 
married  Charles  Houghton,  of  New  York,  and  died 
in  1880:  and  Edward  Greene,  a civil  engineer,  who 
married  Rosa  Redding,  and  died  at  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey. 

( VH  ) Benjamin  Arnold,  son  of  Aza,  born  Oct. 
4,  1822,  in  Pawtucket.  R.  I.,  was  young  when  the 
family  moved  to  Potowomut,  Warwick.  He 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade  with  his  father,  and 
followed  this  line  of  work  during  his  younger 
years,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton machinery  at  East  Greenwich.  Like  his  father 
he  was  of  inventive  mind,  and  he  made  several  use- 
ful inventions,  including  a machine  for  the  manu- 
facture of  seines  and  fish-nets,  and  a compound 
gear  j)ulley  for  which  he  received  a medal  at  the 
Frankdin  Exposition,  held  at  Philadelphia.  He 
gave  much  attention  to  patent  rights  during  his 
active  business  life,  and  his  last  years  were  wholly 
devoted  to  that  business.  He  established  an  office 
in  Providence,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  patent 
attorneys  in  the  State.  Mr.  Arnold  died  at  his 
home  in  East  Greenwich  in  1902,  at  the  ripe  age 
of  eighty  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest,  in  the  East 
Greenwich  cemetery.  In  1869  he  built  a fine  brick 
dwelling  at  East  Greenwich  (or  Cowesett),  the 
brick  being  brought  from  Philadelphia,  and  it  was 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  that  section  of  the 
State.  It  has  stood  the  test  of  wind  and  weather 
for  the  past  forty  years.  ]\Ir.  Arnold  was  a man 
well  read,  and  he  found  a deep  pleasure  in  the 
perusal  of  scientific  works,  chiefly  those  on  botany 
and  chemistry,  while  he  also  read  the  best  fiction, 
and  he  was  well  abreast  of  all  the  leading  questions 
of  the  day.  He  was  fond  of  out-door  life,  a deep 
lover  of  nature,  of  the  woods  and  flowers.  He  was 
a birthright  member  of  the  Society  of  Eriends. 
M'hile  in  political  sentiments  a Republican,  be 
cared  nothing  for  politics  in  the  popular  acceptation 
of  that  term.  In  M'arwick  he  married  Sarah  Cong- 


don,  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Eliza  (Reynolds) 
Congdon.  She  died  at  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  in 
1883,  and  was  buried  in  the  East  Greenwich  cem- 
etery. Their  children  were : James  Edmond,  born 
in  1846;  Erank  Howard,  1848;  Phebe  Elizabeth, 
1851  (who  married  (first)  Nicholas  S.  Arnold, 
and  (second)  Thaddeus  S.  Kidd)  ; Abby  Harriet, 
1854  (who  married  Charles  Houghton,  and  lives  in 
New  York)  ; Benjamin  and  William,  twins,  1857 
(lx>th  died  young)  ; Richard  Dennis,  i860  (died 
1866)  ; Annie  Congdon,  1863  (died  aged  two 
years). . 

(VHI)  Erank  Howard  Arnold  was  born  in 
East  Greenwich  Jan.  22,  1848.  Fie  attended  the 
district  school.  East  Greenwich  Academy  and  the 
Friends’  School  in  Providence,  acquiring  a good 
education.  He  entered  his  father’s  machine  shop 
and  worked  there  while  still  in  his  teens,  and  later 
he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  became  interested 
with  his  brother-in-law,  C.  C.  Houghton,  as  dealer 
in  fancy  wood  veneering,  and  here  he  spent  five 
years.  The  next  eight  years  he  spent  with  the 
Jhitnam  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Putnam, 
Conn.,  as  an  accountant,  and  in  1893  he  became 
interested  in  the  Warwick  Coal  Company,  with 
office  at  Cowesett.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  to  this  business,  being 
now  the  sole  proprietor. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Arnold  is  a stanch 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  active  in  party 
work.  In  1877  he  married  IMiss  Carro  L.  Cham- 
])lin.  who  was  born  in  Greenville,  R.  L,  daughter 
of  Daniel  J.  and  Matilda  (Fisher)  Champlin,  and 
granddaughter  of  .Samuel  and  Mary  (Arnold) 
Champlin.  Mrs.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  D.  A. 
R.,  being  affiliated  with  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene 
Chapter,  of  East  Greenwich,  in  which  she  has  filled 
the  office  of  treasurer.  Two  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Benjamin  H.,  a graduate  of  the  Mas-, 
sachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  1907,  now  con- 
nected with  the  General  Electric  Company  at  Lynn, 
Mass. : and  Daniel  Ray,  a student. 

(VHI)  James  Edmond  Arnold,  eldest  son  of 
the  late  Benjamin  Arnold,  was  born  in  East  Green- 
wich in  1846.  His  education  was  gained  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  in  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  and  after  leaving  school  he 
entered  his  father’s  machine  shop,  where  he  thor- 
oughly learned  all  branches  of  the  business.  When 
the  father  retired  the  son  continued  it,  and  he  is 
now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  looms  at  East 
Greenwich  for  the  making  of  fish-nets  and  seines. 

STEERE  EAMILY  (Line  of  Anthony,  of 
Glocester) . 

(I)  John  Steere  married  Hannah  Wickenden. 

(H)  Samuel  .Steere.  son  of  John,  married  Han- 
nah Field. 

(II F)  Anthony  .Steere,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  Dec.  14,  1716.  He  was  a farmer  and  resided 
in  Glocester.  On  iMay  ir.  1745.  he  married  Rachel, 
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daughter  of  Hozadiah  and  ^Martha  Comstock,  who 
was  born  Sept.  21,  1711,  and  who  died  Jan.  13, 
1806.  Anthony  Steere  died  Dec.  7,  1802.  His  chil- 
dren were  : Penelope,  born  Feb.  2,  1746  (became  the 
second  wife  of  Elisha  Steere)  ; Enoch,  born  June 
10,  1747;  Catherine,  born  Jan.  30,  1749  (was  the 
third  wife  of  Judge  Daniel  Mowry,  of  Smithfield)  ; 
Hannah,  born  Oct.  17,  1751;  Susannah,  born  Nov. 
15,  1753;  and  Rachel  J.,  born  Jan.  3,  1756. 

(IV)  Enoch  Steere,  son  of  Anthony,  was  born 
June  10,  1747,  and  resided  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  grandson  Oliver  W.  Steere,  in 
Glocester.  Enoch  Steere  became  a wealthy  farmer. 
He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 
He  died  Nov.  28,  1826.  Enoch  Steere  married  June 
I,  1770,  Zerviah  Mowry,  born  Dec.  10,  1751, 
daughter  of  Ananias  and  Zerviah  (Angell) 
jMowry,  of  Smithfield,  and  she  died  Eeb.  26,  1825. 
Ananias  Mowry  was  a son  of  John  and  Margery 
(Whipple)  Mowry,  grandson  of  John  Mowry  and 
great-grandson  of  Roger  Mowry,  the  ancestor  of 
the  Mowry  family  of  Rhode  Island  (mentioned 
elsewhere).  The  children  of  Enoch  and  Zerviah 
Steere  were:  Penelope,  born  in  1773,  married 
Moses  Sherman,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1851  ; Abigail, 
born  June  28,  1776,  married  Barna  Eowler,  and 
died  May  28,  i860;  Anthony,  born  Sept.  16,  1777; 
Zerviah,  born  in  1778,  died  in  November,  1806; 
Patience,  born  in  1779,  died  April  4,  1800;  Sarah, 
born  in  1781,  married  Isaac  B.  Bradford,  and  died 
Oct.  20,  i860;  Enoch,  born  June  8,  1785,  married 
Lucina  Burlingame,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1854;  Han- 
nah, born  March  21,  1786,  married  Edward  Inman, 
and  died  Feb.  14,  1858;  Ruth,  born  in  1791,  mar- 
ried Calvary  Mitchell,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1865 ; 
and  IMowry,  born  Nov.  15,  1794,  died  Oct.  28, 
1816. 

(V)  Anthony  Steere,  son  of  Enoch,  was  born 
on  the  homestead  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 
Sept.  16,  1777,  and  he  resided  there  until  the  early 
thirties,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  younger  son,  Andrew'  J.,  and  there  re- 
sided the  rest  of  his  life.  He  inherited  a large 
landed  property,  and  by  subsequent  purchases  be- 
came the  largest  land  owner  in  the  towm,  and  one 
of  its  wealthiest  citizens.  In  addition  to  his  ex- 
tensive farming  operations  he  engaged  in  the  saw 
and  grist  mill  business,  owning  the  privilege  now 
owned  by  William  Orrell  at  Glendale,  for  years 
operating  a saw'  and  grist  mill  there.  About  the 
year  1851  the  mill  w'as  burned,  and  he  erected  the 
stone  edifice  now  a part  of  the  Glendale  Woolen 
Mills.  Later  he  built  and  conducted  the  grist  mills 
near  the  present  residence  of  Deacon  Smith  A. 
Steere,  and  did  a large  business  in  the  getting  out 
of  lumber.  He  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat  in 
political  faith,  but  w'ould  never  permit  himself  to 
be  named  for  a public  office.  He  belonged  to  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Anthony  Steere  had  limited 
educational  advantages  in  youth,  but  he  w'as  a man 
of  uncommon  native  ability.  He  w'as  known  as 


a shrewd,  careful  and  far-seeing  business  man, 
strictly  honest  in  his  business  transactions,  and'  not 
only  left  behind  him  a large  property  for  the  times, 
but  also  left  to  posterity  the  priceless  heritage  of 
a good  name  and  a reputation  unsullied.  iMr. 
Steere  died  May  22,  1856,  and  was  buried  in  a pri- 
vate yard  on  his  farm. 

On  Aug.  I,  1824,  Mr.  Steere  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Glocester  with  Miss  Deborah  Wade,  born 
Dec.  25,  1804,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  IMary 
(Wheeler)  Wade.  Mrs.  Steere  w'as  a noble  type 
of  woman.  She  labored  hard  in  the  rearing  of 
her  large  family,  and  w'as  w-ell  repaid  therefore  in 
seeing  them  become  useful  citizens.  Not  only  was 
i\lrs.  Steere  a kind  and  loving  mother,  but  she  was 
a business  woman  of  no  mean  ability,  and  in  mat- 
ters of  business  was  often  of  great  assistance  to 
her  husband.  Her  death  occurred  in  Glocester 
Jan.  16,  1884.  The  children  born  to  Anthony  and 
Deborah  (Wade)  Steere  were  as  follows:  Enoch 
Mowry,  born  Aug.  28,  1825  ; Smith  Asif,  born  Dec. 
9,  1826;  Lewis  Henry,  born  Sept.  30,  1828,  died 
Oct.  20,  1828;  Nancy  W.,  born  Feb.  7,  1830,  mar- 
ried Aug.  I,  1849,  Clovis  PI.  Bowen,  for  many 
years  tow'ii  clerk  of  Glocester,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence, Sept.  3,  1902  (See  an  account  of  Bow'en 
family  elsewdiere)  ; George  Wheeler,  born  Nov.  16, 
1831;  William  Henry,  born  Aug.  6,  1834;  Mary 
Eliza,  born  Feb.  5,  1836,  died  May  15,  1836;  Mary 
Louisa,  born  June  7,  1837,  married  Dec.  25,  1866, 
Ephraim  Sw'eet,  now  deceased,  by  w'hom  she  had 
one  daughter,  Anna,  who  was  drowmed  in  young 
w'omanhood,  and  Mrs.  Sweet  now^  resides  near  En- 
field, towm  of  Smithfield;  Oliver  Wade,  born  Feb. 
25,  1839;  Nathaniel  JMow'ry,  born  June  12,  1841; 
and  Andrew  Jackson,  born  Dec.  16,  1843. 

(VI)  Enoch  Mowry  Steere,  eldest  son  of 
Anthony,  was  horn  xA.ug.  28,  1825,  and  in  early 
life  wms  engaged  as  a sash  and  blind  maker  at 
Glendale,  in  conjunction  wdth  his  father’s  saw  mill. 
In  about  1855  he  removed  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  while  a resident  of  the  Keystone  State 
saw  service  in  the  Civil  war.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  Wellsville,  Mo.,  where  he  became  a large 
land-holder  and  farmer,  a leading  citizen  and  one 
of  the  organizers  and  original  directors  of  the  bank 
there.  His  death  occurred  in  WTllsville  April  10, 
1906.  Mr.  Steere  married  (first)  Abby  Clark, 
May  16,  1849,  and  she  died  July  8,  1853,  the  mother 
of  "tw'o  children:  Charles,  born  July  24,  1830, 
a graduate  of  Brown  University,  is  an  attorney  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  is  married  and  has  chil- 
dren; and  Allen,  born  Dec.  8,  1852,  is  a leading 
agriculturist  of  Humboldt,  low'a.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Steere  married  Emily  Burlingame,  and 
their  children  w'ere : Vdlliam  A.,  born  May  3, 
1859,  w-as  drowmed  in  1890;  Abby  T.,  born  Aug. 
4,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  E.  AAnatta,  a farmer 
of  Vandalia,  Mo.,  and  has  children ; and  Emily  A., 
born  Aug.  14,  1865,  married  Albert  L.  Vanatta, 
has  children,  and  resides  on  her  father's  homestead. 
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(VI)  Dkacox  Smith  Asir  Steere,  second  son 
of  Anthony,  was  born  Dec.  9,  1826,  and  completed 
his  schooling  at  a private  school  conducted  by  Isaac 
Fiske,  a Quaker,  in  Scituate.  After  his  marriage 
he  located  at  his  present  farm,  which  was  a part  of 
his  father's  estate.  For  some  years  he  operated  at 
the  sawmill,  and  later  exchanged  it  for  the  gristmill, 
which  he  conducted  until  1904.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  for  twenty  years  served 
as  a member  of  the  town  council,  finally  declining 
a re-nomination.  He  has  also  served  as  assessor  of 
taxes  and  as  school  trustee.  Hr.  Steere  united 
with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Chepachet,  June  19, 
1842,  and  is  the  eldest  living  member  of  that 
church.  He  was  chosen  Deacon  May  6,  1867, 
has  held  office  ever  since,  being  also  church  treas- 
urer for  a period  covering  over  forty  years.  Deacon 
Steere  has  always  taken  a foremost  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  church,  and  has  been  a liberal  con- 
tributor towards  its  support. 

Deacon  Smith  A.  Steere  married  April  8,  1858, 
Mary  Phetteplace,  born  July  3,  1831,  in  what  was 
then  Smithfield  but  is  now  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  daughter 
of  James  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Phetteplace.  No 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union. 

Deacon  Steere  is  the  oldest  male  representative 
of  this  branch  of  the  family  now  living,  and  is  one 
of  the  venerable  citizens  of  Glocester,  and  there 
are  none  to-day  more  highly  esteemed  or  respected. 

(\  1)  George  Wheeler  Steere,  fourth  son  of 
Anthony,  was  born  Nov.  16,  1831.  He  received  a 
good  common  school  education,  supplementing  the 
common  school  course  by  one  at  Lapham  Institute. 
He  inherited  the  saw-mill  property  from  his  father 
and  in  1863  erected  a new  mill  with  modern  ma- 
chinery. In  addition  to  the  sawing  of  lumber, 
cards  were  placed  in  the  mill  and  cotton  batting 
and  shoddy  M-ere  made.  I^'or  many  years  he  made 
a specialty  of  “picker  sticks”  for  looms,  and  had  a 
large  sale  for  them  in  supplying  mills  in  Rhode 
Island  and  ^Massachusetts.  Mr.  Steere  was  a suc- 
cessful business  man  and  farmer,  was  strictly  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings,  and  an  honored  citizen  of 
his  town.  A Democrat  in  political  faith,  he  was 
called  upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  fill  various 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In  1886  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Lower  Flouse  of  the  State 
Legislature  and  was  re-elected  the  two  succeeding 
terms,  but  declined  further  nomination.  In  1874 
he  became  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Che- 
pachet, and  was  a liberal  contril)utor  to  and  active 
worker  in  the  cause  of  religion.  He  died  Nov.  17, 
1905.  after  a decline  in  health  covering  several 
years. 

On  April  8.  1855,  Mr.  Steere  was  married  to 
IMartha  Sayles,  born  April  ii,  1834,  in  Burrillville, 
daughter  of  George  R.  Sayles,  and  she  died  July 
25.  1896.  Their  children  were;  Harris,  born  May 
25.  1857,  who  is  conducting  a livery  and  black- 
smithing  business  at  Chepachet,  married  Juniatta 
Brown,  and  they  have  six  children,  namely,  .\lbert 


E.  (born  Aug.  3,  1878,  married  Eva  Littlefield 
and  has  three  sons,  Roy,  Maynard  and,  Guy), 
Caroline  A.  (born  April  23,  1880),  IMartha  (born 
June  II,  1883),  James  B.  (born  Dec.  31,  1884), 
Lester  H.  (born  Sept.  3,  1888),  and  Esther  (born 
July  4,  1893)  ; Cyrus  A.,  born  June  21,  1859,  died 
Dec.  21,  1865;  George  W.,  born  Jan.  18,  1862, 
married  Phebe  Hastey,  and  resides  at  Machias,  Me., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business ; Oliver, 
born  Jan.  29,  1864,  was  a lumber  dealer,  and  died 
near  Dover,  N.  H.,  iMay  31,  1900,  unmarried; 
Maria  E-,  born  July  8,  1866,  died  May  7,  1885; 
Benjamin  F.,  born  Jan.  29,  1870,  a lumber  dealer 
and  farmer  at  Chepachet,  married  Urana  Potter, 
and  has  two  sons,  Raymond  and  Benjamin;  Smith 
A.,  born  July  12,  1873,  a merchant  who  resides  at 
Mendon,  Mass.,  married  Grace  Brown,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Marion  and  Harold ; and  John 
P.,  born  Feb.  2,  1876,  a farmer  and  lumber  dealer, 
occupying  the  homestead  of  his  father,  married 
Lydia  A.  Olney,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Amey,  Helen  and  John  P.,  Jr. 

(\T)  William  Henry  Steere,  fifth  son  of 
Anthony,  was  born  Aug.  6,  1834,  and  received  his 
education  at  the  district  schools,  supplemented  by 
a short  course  at  Lapham  Institute  at  North  Scit- 
uate. He  lived  at  home  until  November,  1856, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  home,  it  being  a 
part  of  his  father’s  estate.  In  1868  he  erected  his 
present  house,  "Pine  Grove  Cottage,”  and  he  has 
here  been  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering  to  the  present  time.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Steere  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  served 
several  terms  as  a member  of  the  town  council. 
For  the  past  several  years  he  has  been  collector  of 
the  school  tax  in  Districts  3,  4 and  5.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Che- 
pachet, and  he  is  a member  of  the  present  build- 
ing committee  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Steere  formerly 
taught  a class  in  the  Sabbath  School,  and  both  she 
and  her  husband  are  well  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed throughout  their  locality. 

On  June  15,  1856,  William  Flenry  Steere  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Rachel  Quimby  Reach, 
born  in  Blackstone,  Mass.,  July  5,  1839,  daughter 
of  Nelson  IM.  and  Marcella  J.  (Place)  Reach,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  these  children  : ( i ) Charles 
A.,  born  Jan.  28,  i860,  graduated  from  the  Mowry 
and  Goff'  English  and  Classical  school,  and  at- 
tended Brown  University  for  one  year,  leaving  on 
account  of  ill  health.  After  spending  several  years 
in  the  West  he  returned  to  NAw  England,  and  is 
now  a proof  reader,  having  been  employed  for 
some  years  on  the  Boston  Herald.  (2)  Ellenora  J., 
born  Jan.  12,  1863,  died  April  5,  1866.  (3) 

Walter  H.,  born  Sept.  2,  1868,  graduated  from 
Bryant  and  Stratton’s  Business  College,  and  was  a 
printer  by  occupation.  He  was  drowned  in  Sucker 
Pond  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  March  6,  1900. 
(4)  Edwin  M.,  liorn  April  12,  1872,  graduated 
from  Bryant  and  Stratton's  Business  College  and 
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is  now  a bookkeeper  in  Boston  ; he  married  Flor- 
ence L.  Smith,  of  Boston,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children,  IMildred  Hazel,  horn  l\lay  8,  1898;  and 
Helen  Ames,  born  in  February,  1902.  (5)  Flor- 

ence, born  Jan.  12,  1884,  died  in  February,  1884. 

(VI)  Oliver  W'ade  Steere,  sixth  son  of 
Anthony,  was  horn  Feb.  25,  1839,  and  received  a 
district  school  education.  After  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  his  present  home,  which  was  the  home- 
stead of  his  grandfather,  the  house  being  erected 
by  Enoch  Steere.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but 
has  never  cared  to  hold  office,  although  he  has 
served  several  times  as  assessor  of  taxes.  On  May 
3,  1865,  Eteere  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  E.  Parker,  the  ceremony,  which  was  per- 
formed by  Elder  Woodworth,  taking  place  in 
Greenville.  She  was  born  in  Douglas,  Mass.,  Nov. 
5,  1844,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Eliza  (Mowry) 
Parker,  and  a descendant  of  tbe  Smithfiekl,  R.  F, 
branch  of  the  family.  To  this  union  there  were 
born  children  as  follows : Fred,  born  Sept.  4,  1867, 
who  attended  the  district  schools  and  .was  a student 
at  the  Hitchcock  Free  High  school  at  Brimfield, 
Mass.,  is  a farmer  on  the  homestead  farm;  Frank, 
born  Feb.  21,  1873,  graduated  from  the  Providence 
High  school  in  1890,  Brown  University  in 
1894,  and  Boston  University  in  1898, 
was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  the  same 
year,  is  an  attorney  of  Providence,  and  has  held 
a few  of  the  minor  town  offices  in  the  town  of  Glo- 
cester;  and  Arthur,  born  April  10,  1881,  graduated 
from  the  Providence  High  school  with  the  class  of 
1898,  from  Brown  University*in  1902,  and  Colum- 
bia Medical  College  at  New  York  in  1906,  and  is 
now  a practicing  physician  in  New  York  City. 

(VI)  Nathaniel  Mowry  Steere,  seventh  son 
of  Anthony,  was  born  June  12,  1841,  and  received 
his  educational  training  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  locality.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  1864,  and  in  this  year  became  connected  with 
the  wool  manufacturing  business,  being  located  in 
tbe  town  of  Burrillville  and  at  Worcester,  Mass. 
In  1870  he  located  in  Greene  Co..  Iowa,  where  he 
was  engaged  at  farming  until  1888,  and  then  lo- 
cated in  the  State  of  Kansas,  continuing  there  two 
years.  In  1890  Mr.  Steere  returned  to  Glocester, 
and  there  he  has  since  lieen  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

On  JMarch  30,  1875.  IMr.  Steere  married  in  Jef- 
ferson, Iowa,  Deborah  A.  Martin,  born  June  3, 
1851,  in  Orange  Co.,  Indiana,  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Elizabeth  (Hill)  IMartin.  T-o  this  union  have 
been  born  children  as  follows ; Deborah  Wade, 
born  ]\Iay  10,  1876.  a graduate  of  the  Providence 
High  school  and  the  State  Normal  school,  is  a 
teacher  in  the  graded  school  at  Harrisville ; George 
Andrew,  born  July  27.  1877.  is  a carpenter  and  is 
unmarried;  Charles  Henry,  born  Sept.  i.  1878,  is 
also  a carpenter  and  unmarried ; Emily  Annie,  born 
Oct.  8,  1879,  is  a graduate  of  an  evening  school  in 


I’rovidence,  and  is  attending  the  State  Normal 
school ; Smith  Oliver,  born  Nov.  28,  1880,  pre- 
pared for  Brown  Lhiiversity  in  the  Providence 
High  school,  the  State  Normal  school,  and  grad- 
uated from  Brown  University  in  1905  as  a civil 
engineer,  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  highway  construction;  IMary  Ellen, 
born  Nov.  28,  1880,  is  a graduate  of  the  Providence 
High  school,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Scituate ; An- 
thony Enoch,  born  Jan.  22,  1882,  a graduate  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  College,  took  a one 
year  post  graduate  course  at  the  same  institution, 
and  is  now  a civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  Barge  Canal  commission;  Etta  IMartha, 
born  June  18,  1883,  died  Aug.  27,  1884;  Samuel 
Adams,  born  June  7,  1885,  graduated  from  the 
Classical  High  School  at  Providence,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1907,  at  Brown  University ; 
Jesse  was  born  Sept.  5,  1889;  and  Nancy  was  born 
May  5,  1892. 

(VT)  Andrew  Jackson  Steere,  the  youngest 
son  of  Anthony,  who  now  occupies  the'  homestead 
farm  of  his  father,  was  born  Dec.  16,  1843,  in  the 
old  house  that  stood  on  the  site  of  his  present  resi- 
dence. His  education  was  acc|uired  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  at  Lapham  Institute,  Mr.  Steere 
has  always  resided  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
born,  and  bas  made  great  improvements  on  this 
property,  which  is  one  of  the  most  productive  in 
the  section,  and  he  has  also  engaged  extensively  in 
dealing  in  hard  and  soft  lumber.  IMr.  Steere  has 
turned  the  management  of  his  farm  over  to  his 
sons,  Sayles  B.  and  Enoch  M.,  who,  like  their  father, 
are  progressive  and  energetic.  They  are  extensive 
fruit  growers  and  also  deal  largely  in  poultry 
and  no  better  examples  of  scientific,  up-to-date  and 
progressive  agriculturists  can  be  found  in  the  State. 
Andrew  J.  Steere  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and, 
although  not  actively  engaged  in  political  matters 
or  holding  public  office,  is  considered  a good  party 
man,  one  well  versed  in  local  issues,  and  an  intel- 
ligent judge  of  tbe  same. 

IMr.  Steere  was  maTried  Sept.  21,  1873,  to 
Ellen  Phillips,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eanny 
(Lackey)  Phillips,  of  Burrillville,  and  she  died  Jan. 
3,  1882,  leaving  two  sons,  namely:  (i)  Sayles 
Brown,  born  Nov.  28,  1874,  is  a graduate  of  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  served  as  representative  from 
Glocester  in  1899  and  1900.  On  Oct.  26,  1904.  he 
married  Mabel,  daughter  of  William  and  Alice 
(Bradley)  Orrell,  of  Burrillville,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Dorothy  Orrell,  born  Dec.  5.  1905. 
(2)  Enoch  Mowry,  born  Oct.  20,  1876.  attended  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy  and  the  Rhode  Island 
Agricultural  College  at  Kingston.  Like  his  father 
and  brother  IMr.  Steere  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  town  council.  He  mar- 
ried Dec.  25.  1899.  Carrie  A.  Potter,  daughter  "of 
William  A.  and  Emma  E.  (Boss)  Potter,  of  Glo- 
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cester,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ellen  Frances, 
born  Hay  lo,  1901 ; and  IMilton  Phillips,  born  Nov. 
7>  1903.  ' 

CAPT.  WILLIAH  CHAMPION,  one  of  the 
well-known  citizens  and  successful  business  men 
of  Newport,  R.  L,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  Sept. 
I,  1849,  in  Donaghadee,  near  Belfast.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  John  Champion,  who  was  a well-edu- 
cated man,  an  artist  and  a wood  carver,  who  died 
in  Ireland  at  an  advanced  age.  William  Champion, 
the  Captain's  father,  was  a painter.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  of  cholera,  about  three 
months  before  our  subject  was  born.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  Brown,  who  died  in  Ireland,  and  Wil- 
liam was  the  only  child  of  this  union. 

Captain  Champion  was  born  in  Ireland,  as 
stated  above,  and  in  his  native  country  attended  the 
common  schools  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  shipped  as  a cabin-boy.  He  followed  the 
sea  for  a number  of  years,  in  various  capacities, 
and  finally  settled  in  Boston,  Mass.,  for  eleven  years 
holding  the  trusted  position  of  mate  with  the  firnt 
of  John  S.  Emery  & Co.,  State  street,  Boston,  well- 
known  shipping  merchants.  Captain  Champion, 
during  his  career  as  a sea-faring  man,  made  several 
voyages  around  the  world,  visiting  many  of  the 
world’s  most  famous  harbors.  In  1875  the  Cap- 
tain's family  settled  in  Newport,  and  in  1885  he 
resigned  his  position  with  the  shipping  concern  and 
came  to  Newport,  becoming  foreman  of  the  coal 
and  wood  yards  of  the  George  Bowen  heirs,  a po- 
sition he  held  for  several  years.  Shortly  after 
coming  to  Newport  Captain  Champion  bought  and 
had  built  several  small  pleasure  boats,  which  he 
rented  to  fishing  and  excursion  parties.  This  busi- 
ness grew  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  it  all  of  his  time,  and  consequently  had  to 
resign  his  position  as  foreman  of  the  George 
Bowen  heirs’  coal  yards.  Captain  Champion  took 
his  sons  into  the  business  w'ith  him  as  partners, 
the  firm  now  being  known  as  William  Champion  & 
Sons.  They  owm  a number  of  different  kinds  of 
boats,  among  them  being  seven  thoroughly  equip- 
ped power  launches,  which  they  use  in  connection 
with  the  boat-letting  business.  For  several  years 
Captain  Champion  has  been  practically  retired,  haw- 
ing  given  the  business  over  into  the  hands  of  his 
sons. 

Fraternally  Captain  Champion  is  a ])rominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  organization,  hokling  mem- 
bership in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  1,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
of  which  in  1907  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  M.;  DeBlois  Coun- 
cil, NM.  5,  R.  & S.  M.;  Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  Newport ; and  Palestine  Temple. 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Iffovidcnce.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  Redwood  Lodge.  No.  ii,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
of  Newport,  of  which  he  is  ])ast  chancellor  com- 
mander; holds  membership  in  Coronet  Council 
No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Newf)ort;  and  is  also  a 


member  of  the  Newport  County  Club,  the  Newport 
Yacht  Club  and  the  Aquidneck  Gun  Club.  Captain 
Champion  and  his  family  are  members  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  of  Newport,  and  the  Captain  is 
liberal  in  his  support  of  same.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  1906,  at  the  first  election  held 
under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  representative  council  of 
Newport,  for  the  two-year  term,  from  the  Third 
ward. 

On  June  5,  1872,  Captain  Champion  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jane  iMatilda  Hill,  daughter  of  John 
Hill,  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  to  this  happy 
union  have  been  born  children  as  follows : Wil- 
liam J.,  who  is  captain  of  a tug-boat  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  government  at  the  Bradford 
Coaling  Station,  near  Newport,  married  Esther 
^McDonald,  and  they  have  three  children,  Esther, 
M’illiam  and  Clarke  Goddard.  Jane  married 
Edward  Kohn,  of  Boston,  Alass.,  where  they  re- 
side ; they  ha\;e  one  son,  George.  Nathaniel  T.,  of 
Newport,  who  is  a chauffeur  by  occupation,  married 
Catherine  Walker,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Jane  and  Gerald.  Amy  married  George  Homer 
Sweet,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  one  son,  Wil- 
liam; they  reside  in  Jamestown,  R.  I.  George  E., 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  boat  busi- 
ness, married  Edna  Fish.  James,  who  is  unmar- 
ried, lives  at  home.  Lillian  Gertrude,  who  mar- 
ried George  DeiMill  Congdon,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  re- 
sides in  Newport;  they  have  a daughter,  Lillian 
DeMill.  Harry  and  Ethel  are  at  home.  Florence 
and  Violet  died  young. 

Captain  Champion  is  a self-made  man,  having 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  successful  career.  His 
whole-souled  and  genial  manner  has  won  him  many 
warm  friends,  with  whom  he  is  very  popular.  As 
a citizen.  Captain  Champion  has  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him. 

b'DWIN  R.  BROWN,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  in  his  day,  was  a 
son  of  George  Brown,  and  was  born  about  1821, 
in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  married  Sept.  l, 
1852,  IMiss  Hannah  Babcock  Wells,  daughter  of 
Oliver  D.  Wells,  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island.  Mrs. 
Brown  died  Aug.  7,  1906. 

Mr.  Brown  came  from  South  Kingstown  to 
Westerly  along  in  the  middle  thirties.  For  a period 
as  a boy  he  served  as  a clerk  in  what  was  then 
known  as  the  White  Rock  Store.  Subsequently 
he  went  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  where  for 
several  years  he  was  associated  in  trade  with  his 
brother  Nelson.  Still  later  he  went  to  the  town  of 
Piqua,  Ohio,  where  he  was  connected  with  another 
brother.  Franklin  Brown.'a  drV-goods  merchant  of 
that  ])lace.  Finally  he  returned  to  Westerly,  where 
he  married  and  settled  for  life.  Here  in  the  fifties 
he  leased  the  Laurel  Dale  iMill,  near  Ashaway,  and 
commenced  business  as  a manufacturer.  This 
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property  he  afterward  bought,  and  continued  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  business  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  One  of  his  business  associates  was 
the  late  Welcome  Stillman,  who  died  only  a few 
years  previous  to  Mr.  Brown’s  death. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Brown  was  as- 
sociated in  business  with  Thomas  Clarke  in  oper- 
ating the  mills  at  Mystic,  Conn.,  and  at  Milltown. 
He  was  also  at  that  time  associated  with  Oliver 
Langworthy  in  running  the  mill  at  Burdickville. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a man  of  good  judgment  and  a 
very  successful  business  man.  He  had  the  makeup 
and  disposition  which  enabled  him  to  get  along 
nicely  with  men  generally,  and  was  popular  with 
all  of  his  employes,  having  the  faculty  of  making 
himself  equally  at  home  among  all  classes.  Of  a 
kind  heart  and  generous  disposition,  he  did  much 
good  in  the  community  in  a quiet,  unostentatious 
way,  contributing  largely  to  the  comfort  of  many 
of  the  needy.  i\lr.  Brown  represented  probably 
as  high  a type  of  citizen  as  was  to  be  found  in 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  of  him 
that  his  untiring  application,  his  cool,  sound  judg- 
ment, united  to  a high  sense  of  personal  honor, 
won  for  him  a reputation  to  which  he  was  justly 
entitled.  But  it  is  not  this  view  of  his  life  that 
we  design  especially  to  notice.  There  was  an  inner 
life,  which,  sanctified  by  Christian  motives  and 
chastened  by  suffering,  shone  brighter  and  brighter 
as  flesh  failed.  W'ith  a heart  ever  responsive  to 
the  claims  of  the  needy,  he  dispensed  freely  and 
that,  too,  in  the  most  quiet  and  delicate  manner. 
Through  a protracted  season  of  suffering  he  was 
patient  and  submissive,  and  as  the  shadows  thick- 
ened about  him  he  was  calm,  reposing  with  child- 
like trust  in  the  merits  of  a crucified  Savior. 

As  intimated,  for  some  time  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Westerly,  R.  I., 
Sept.  25,  1865,  he  had  been  quite  an  invalid.  He 
left  a widow  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Brown  occupy- 
ing until  her  death  the  beautiful  home  in  Westerly, 
where  Mr.  Brown  lived  and  died,  and  which  was  her 
home  from  the  time  of  her  birth. 

^ WELLS-BROWN  (Westerly).  The  Wells,  or 
Welles,  family  in  England  is  of  very  ancient  ori- 
gin, clearly  traceable  back,  it  is  claimed,  to  the 
time  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  and  of  high  rank  in 
Normandy  and  England,  with  royal  intermarriages 
for  over  seven  centuries,  when  the  title  and  estates 
merged  into  the  Willoughby  and  Dymoke  families. 
[See  History,  of  Welles  Eamily  in  England,  by  i\l- 
bert  Welles,  Boston.  1874.]  About  1635  several 
families  of  the  name,  sometimes  spelled  Wells, 
but  often  Welles,  emigrated  from  England 
to  Massachusetts,  some  of  these  families  to  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State,  others  to  Rhode  Island, 
others  to  Hartford  and  other  towns  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  still  others  to  Hatfield  and  Hadley  in  the 
western  part  of  Massachusetts.  We  therefore  find 
at  a very  early  day,  before  1660,  persons  bearing 
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the  name  in  many  towns  in  New  England.  From 
this  English  source  came  over  in  1636  Thomas 
Welles,  who  was  the  common  ancestor  of  many  of 
the  Welles  family  in  this  country.  This  Thomas 
Welles  was  deputy-governor  and  also  governor  of 
Connecticut  and  prominent  in  that  Commonwealth's 
Colonial  history,  and  from  him  came  a worthy  race, 
many  of  his  descendants  becoming  men  of  distinct 
tion,  among  whom  was  the  statesman  Hon.  Gideon 
Welles,  of  Hartford,  secretary  of  state  in  the  cab- 
inet of  President  Lincoln. 

At  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  in  other  neighboring 
towns,  from  the  early  settlement  of  that  section 
there  have  lived  some  of  the  descendants  of  one 
Peter  A\-ells  of  Jamestown  and  Kingstown,  R.  I. 
Of  some  of  these  this  article  treats,  among  them 
thd  late  Oliver  Dodge  Wells  and  William  D.  Wells, 
long  substantial  men  and  prominent  citizens  of 
W esterly.  The  lineage  of  Oliver  Dodge  Wells  fol- 
lows in  regular  order  from  Peter  WTlls,  his  earliest 
known  ancestor. 

(I)  Peter  Wells,  of  Jamestown  and  Kingstown, 
R.  L,  was  made  a freeman  in  1679,  ^.nd  was  taxed 
in  the  following  year.  In  1687  he  was  taxed  in 
Kingstown,  and  in  1702  he  deeded  a farm,  upon 
which  he  then  lived,  of  100  acres  to  his  son  Peter. 
His  death  occurred  in  1715.  His  children  were: 
A daughter,  born  in  May,  1667;  Thomas,  born  in 
September,  1669;  a daughter,  born  in  December, 
1672;  a daughter,  born  in  July,  1673;  John,  born  in 
iMay,  1676;  a daughter,  born  in  January,  1678;  a 
daughter,  born  in  June,  1680:  Peter,  born  in  1681; 
and  Susanna,  born  in  November,  1684. 

(II)  Peter  WTlls  (2),  of  South  Kingstown, 
son  of  Peter,  born  in  1681,  married  (first)  Ann, 
daughter  of  John  and  Dorcas  (Gardiner)  Watson, 
and  ( second-}  Susanna  Barker,  widow  of  Peter, 
and  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Mary  (Clarke)  Saun- 
ders. Mr.  Wells  was  made  a freeman  of  Kings- 
town in  1712  and  at  this  date  was  called  junior. 
He  died  in  1732.  His  will  was  proved  Dec.  nth 
of  that  year,  his  son  James  being  executor.  The 
second  Mrs.  Wells  survived  him.  His  children 
were:  James,  born  Sept.  30,  1706;  Ann,  born  Oct. 
20,  1708;  Rebecca,  boni  Dec.  30,  1710;  Peter,  born 
May  4,  1713;  John,  born  April  14,  1716;  Mar}-; 
Dorcas,  born  Sept.  17,  1720;  and  Samuel,  born 
Feb.  2,  1725.  All  were  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
there  being  no  issue  by  the  second. 

(III)  James  Wells,  of  Westerly,  son  of  Peter 
(2),  born  Sept.  30,  1706,  married  April  22,  173 1- 
Mary  Barber,  and  their  children  were:  James, 
born  Nov.  i,  1732;  Barbara,  Ixirn  Aug.  i,  1734; 
Peter,  born  Aug.  29,  1737;  Barker,  born  May  16, 
1750:  Joshua,  born  Aug.  24,  1753;  and  Thomas 
Robinson,  born  Oct.  20,  1755,  in  Hopkinton. 

(IV)  James  Wells  (2),  son  of  James,  born 
Nov.  I.  1732,  married  about  1757,  and  his  children, 
all  of  Hopkinton  record,  were : Elizabeth,  born 
Jan.  14,  1758;  James,  born  Jan.  7,  1760;  Robert, 
born  Nov.  26,  1761:  George,  born  Nov.  9,  1763; 
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Polly,  born  April  9,  1767:  Hannah,  born  April  16, 
1769;  Ruth,  born  Sept.  6,  1770;  and  Anna,  born 
March  5,  1774. 

(V)  George  Wells,  of  Hopkinton,  son  of  James 
(2),  born  Xov.  9,  1763,  married  Oct.  15,  1789, 
Lydia  Dodge,  of  Westerly. 

(M)  Oliver  Dodge  Wells,  of  Westerly,  son 
of  George  Wells,  born  Sept.  2,  1802,  married  Nov. 
29,  1825,  Hannah  Brown  Babcock,  born  Nov.  4, 
1805,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Rowse  Bab- 
cock (2)  and  his  wife  Hannah  (Brown),  and  a 
descendant  of  James  Babcock,  who  was  admitted 
an  inhabitant  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Feb.  25,  1642, 
her  line  being  through  John,  George,  George  (2), 
Rowse  and  Rowse  Babcock  (2). 

Oliver  Dodge  Wells  was  a lifelong  resident  of 
M'esterly  and  one  of  the  town’s  most  active,  ener- 
getic and  prominent  business  men  and  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizens.  He  was  born  at 
Noyes’s  Neck  and  was  the  only  child  of  his  par- 
ents who  reached  mature  years.  His  early  boyhood 
w'as  passed  at  Noyes’s  Neck,  but  ^diile  yet  a young 
man  he  came  to  “Pawcatuck  Bridge,”  now  Wes- 
terly, in  order  to  avail  himself  of  the  better  edu- 
cational advantages  that  point  offered.  Soon  after 
this  his  father  moved  to  the  village,  and,  having 
bought  a lot  next  to  the  bridge  built  thereon  a 
storehouse,  which  the  son  occupied  for  some  years 
in  mercantile  trade.  As  the  years  passed  Mr. 
Wells  became  engaged  quite  extensively  in  various 
lines  of  business.  In  company  with  Wdlliam  D. 
Wells  and  Silas  Greenman  he  was  occupied  in 
shipbuilding  on  the  Pawcatuck.  He  owned  inter- 
ests in  several  vessels  and  also  was  the  agent  of 
some  of  them.  These  vessels  were  engaged  in  the 
whaling  and  coasting  trades.  For  years  Mr.  W ells 
was  one  of  the  Ixiard  of  directors  of  the  W'ashing- 
ton  Bank.  He  was  a consistent  member  and  ves- 
tryman of  Christ’s  Church.  He  was  a man  of 
unusually  strong  constitution,  and  for  many  years 
prior  to' the  attack  just  before  his  death  had  not 
known  what  it  was  to  be  confined  to  his  bed  by 
illness.  He  was  taken  sick  Sejit.  29th,  and  died 
on  the  5th  of  October  following,  1888. 

The  only  child  of  i\Ir.  and  ]\lrs.  W ells  was  Mrs. 
Hannah  Babcock  (W’ells)  Brown,  of  Westerly,  the 
widow  of  Edwin  R.  Brown,  of  Westerly,  to  whom 
she  was  married  Sept.  1,  1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  had  one  daughter,  Catharine  Babcock,  who 
married  Dr.  R.  H.  Nevins,  a native  of  Waterford, 
Conn.,  and  has  had  five  children:  Harry  Brown, 
Russell  Hubbard,  Frank  W’ells,  Roger  Griswold, 
and  William  (decea.sed). 

WILLI.\M  D.  WELLS,  born  April  8,  1797, 
in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  married  .\bby  Gavitt,  formerly 
of  Westerly.  'Fhe  father  of  Mr.  Wells  died  when 
quite  voung  and  the  son  went  with  his  mother  to 
live  in  Charlestown.  However,  after  a few  years, 
they  returned  to  Hopkinton,  where  the  son  learned 
the’ tanner’s  trade.  In  1822  he  Ixiught  the  tannery 


located  on  Main  street  in  the  village  of  Westerly, 
and  for  some  forty  years  carried  on  the  business 
of  a tanner  and  currier.  He  was  variously  occu- 
pied in  other  business  lines,  associated  in  some  with 
the  late  Capt.  William  C.  Pendleton,  the  late  Oli- 
ver D.  Wells  and  others.  He  was  for  many  years 
a director  of  the  Pheni.x  National  Bank  in  Wes- 
terly. Mr.  Wells  was  one  of  the  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Pawcatuck  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church 
and  remained  connected  with  the  church  all 
through  his  life.  His  death  occurred  at  Westerly, 
Feb.  12.  1889.  His  wife  died  some  years  previ- 
ously. Their  children,  who  survived  the  father, 
were : Frank ; George ; iMrs.  T.  H.  Spencer,  of 
Suffield,  Conn. ; Mrs.  Dr.  J.  D.  B.  Stillman,  of  Cal- 
ifornia; and  Mrs.  H.  D.  Farington,  of  Groton-on- 
the-LIudson. 

^ SPENCER  (Pawtucket  family).  The  family 
bearing  this  name  to  which  this  article  is  devoted 
— to  some  of  the  descendants  of  Capt.  Lawton 
Spencer,  who  in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century  located  in  Pawtucket — springs  from  the 
East  (Greenwich  settler  of  the  name,  John  Spencer, 
of  whom  the  earliest  definite  information  dates 
back  to  1661,  when  a lot  was  ascribed  to  him  in  a 
division  of  the  Misquanficut  (Westerly)  lands, 
but  not  becoming  a settler  there  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Newport  and  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  1.  He 
was  a freeman  of  1668.  He  was  one  of  the  forty- 
eight  persons  to  whom  in  1677  were  granted  5,000 
acres  of  land  to  be  called  East  Greenwich,  where  he 
settled  and  took  a prominent  part  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  was  town  clerk  from  1677 
to  1683,  conservator  of  the  peace  in  1678  and  dep- 
uty to  the  General  Court  in  1680.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Susanna,  and  their  nine  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Michael,  Benjamin,  William, 
Robert,  Abner,  Thomas,  Susanna  and  Peleg.  These 
children  all  married,  had  families  and  left  a num- 
erous progeny.  William  removed  from  East  Green- 
wich to  North  Kingstown,  Robert  to  North  Kings- 
town and  later  to  Exeter,  while  the  others  remained 
in  the  old  home  town.  Like  their  father,  seemingly, 
nearly  all  had  a taste  for  public  life  and  served 
their  town  in  some  public  capacity,  some  promi- 
nently, all  of  the  sons  at  one  time  or  another  repre- 
senting their  community  in  the  Colonial  Assembly; 
and  Dr.  Thomas  Spencer,  a physician  of  East 
Greenwich,  was  for  some  years  clerk  of  the  As- 
sembly, for  some  twenty  and  more  years  a deputy  to 
the  General  Court,  was  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county 
of  Providence,  and  at  one  time  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Deputies. 

Cajit.  Lawton  Spencer,  of  this  East  Greenwich 
family  of  Spencers,  removed  his  family  from  that 
town  to  Pawtucket  in  the  very  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  there  from  that  time  to  the 
jircsent  his  descendants  have  been  conspicuously 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that 
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great  industrial  center.  Reference  is  made  especi- 
ally to  the  long  and  useful  career  of  the  late  vener- 
able Gideon  LaVvton  Spencer,  whose  life  almost 
spanned  a century,  nearly  all  of  which  was  passed 
in  the  town  and  city  of  his  adoption,  and  in  which 
he  left  the  impress  of  his  sterling  character ; and 
there,  too,  one  or  more  of  his  children  and  grand- 
children have  with  him  and  in  turn  wrought,  one 
son  being  the  present  Job  Lawton  Spencer,  for 
years  extensively  engaged  in  manufacturing  lines ; 
the  latter’s  son  is  now  active  in  the  business  life  of 
that  city. 

It  should  have  been  stated  above  that  Capt. 
Lawton  Spencer  was  the  son  of  Gideon  and  Phebe 
(Burlingame)  Spencer,  whose  marriage  is  of  rec- 
ord as  having  occurred  in  the  town  of  East  Green- 
wich, R.  L,  July  24,  1763.  Lawton  was  born  April 
I,  1764.  In  his  earlier  life  he  followed  the  sea,  was 
a mariner,  and  as  such  served  his  country  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  Continental  navy. 
He  was  placed  on  the  pension  roll  in  1819  and  was 
so  borne  on  the  roll  of  1835,  when  his  age  was 
given  as  seventy  years. 

Captain  Spencer  was  married  April  7,  1791,  to 
a Miss  Niles,  of  East  Greenwich.  In  1807  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Pawtucket,  this  State, 
and  became  overseer  in  the  old  White  IMill  owned 
by  Timothy  Greene  and  located  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river. 

Gideon  L.\wton  Spencer,  son  of  Lawton,  was 
born  Sept.  23,  1803,  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  and 
was  but  a child  when  the  family  removed  to  Paw- 
tucket. At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  com- 
menced working  in  the  mill  in  which  his  father  was 
an  overseer,  and  continued  to  be  employed  in  the 
various  departments  of  a cotton-mill  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age.  During  this  time,  in  the 
dull  seasons,  he  attended  school  about  nine  months, 
working  before  and  after  school  and  all  day  Satur- 
day for  one  quarter  pay.  After  leaving  the  mill  he 
was  bound  out  as  an  apprentice  to  John  K.  Wood, 
a tailor,  located  in  Pawtucket,  and  received  as  com- 
pensation for  his  four  years’  services  $25  a year 
and  his  board,  working  in  the  busy  season  from  six 
o’clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  at  night. 

After  having  served  the  term  of  his  apprentice- 
ship, when  of  age,  he  left  Pawtucket  to  seek  work 
elsewhere,  and,  after  having  passed  about  a month 
in  Boston  and  Lowell  and  vicinity,  with  varied  suc- 
cess, and  having  spent  what  little  money  he  had, 
he  returned  to  Pawtucket.  Here  he  borrowed  five 
dollars  of  Horace  Tiffany,  with  which  he  bought 
a few  tools  necessary  to  begin  operations,  rented 
a small  room  in  the  second  story  of  a wooden  build- 
ing that  formerly  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Amos  M.  Read  block,  on  Main  street,  and  began 
the  business  which  he  followed  throughout  his 
long,  active  business  life,  and  at  which  he  was 
successful.  He  began  repairing  and  making  clothes 
to  order — the  business  of  a merchant  tailor.  Sub- 
sequently through  a friend’s  advice  he  bought  what 
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at  that  time  was  known  as  the  “Wilson  Rule’’  for 
cutting,  a great  departure  from  the  prevailing 
method.  The  first  coat  cut  by  this  rule  by  the 
young  tailor  was  for  the  late  May  D.  Mason,  and  it 
proved  to  be  an  excellent  fit.  This  was  the  starting 
point,  and  in  about  a year  his  business  had  so  in- 
creased that  he  was  obliged  to  secure  larger  quar- 
ters ; this  he  did  by  removing  to  the  old  "Carpenter 
House,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Lee 
block.  Commencing  at  the  new  stand  with  a jour- 
neynian  and  an  apprentice,  his  business  continued 
to  increase  until  in  less  than  three  years  he  was 
employing  from  twenty  to  thirty  hands  and  was 
carrying  a stock  of  clothes,  and  was  the  second 
merchant  tailor  in  the  State. 

Subsequently,  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Spencer 
purchased  the  north  half  of  the  Wilcox  & Spencer 
building,  on  North  Main  street,  where  he  continued 
in  the  tailoring  business  until  1846,  having  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  period  associated  with  him, 
as  a business  partner,  the  late  Joshua  Wilbour,  who 
in  connection  with  John  B.  Humphrey,  in  1846, 
bought  the  business. 

From  necessity  in  his  early  life  Mr.  Spencer 
formed  the  habit  of  economy  and  ever  afterward 
practised  it,  though  he  was  ever  a friend  to  the 
poor  and  those  who  manifested  an  industrious  turn. 
Prompt  and  strict  in  meeting  all  of  his  own  obli- 
gations, he  expected  the  same  from  others.  These 
traits  with  his  other  good  qualities  made  him  a suc- 
cessful business  man,  and  as  time  passed  his  fellow- 
citizens  saw  in  him  just  the  kind  of  man  needed  to 
look  after  the  public  affairs  of  the  community.  He 
was  elected  a member  of  the  town  council,  a mem- 
ber of  the  court  of  Probate,  was  made  State  agent 
of  the  Providence  and  Pawtucket  Turnpike,  and 
was  appointed  by  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
1842.  one  of  three  commissioners  to  rebuild  the 
wooden  bridge  that  preceded  the  present  granite 
bridge  on  Main  street.  At  the  time  of  the  “Dorr 
war,’’  in  1842,  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  to 
raise  a company  of  volunteers,  which  he  did,  and 
was  subsequently  appointed  one  of  a court  martial 
to  enforce  martial  law  in  Pawtucket.  He  was  one 
of  the  assessors  of  taxes  for  several  years, 
and  collector  for  two  years.  He  was  a 
delegate  from  Pawtucket  to  the  convention  held 
at  Newport,  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a State 
Constitution,  which  after  two  years’  trial  succeeded 
in  framing  the  present  one. 

In  connection  with  Edward  S.  Wilkinson  i\Ir. 
Spencer  was  appointed  by  the  town  of  Pawtucket 
to  buy  of  New  Bedford  parties  additional  land  to 
be  added  to  Mineral  Spring  cemetery  and  subse- 
quently had  it  fenced  and  platted  as  it  now  ap- 
pears, and  it,  too,  was  he  who  adopted  the  present 
plan  of  selling  lots.  He  was  one  of  the  six  who 
originally  bought  the  land  for  Swan  Point  ceme- 
tery, and  on  the  forming  of  the  corporation  he  was 
for  a number  of  years  one  of  the  directors.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  North 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1572 

Providence  Bank  and  for  many  years  its  president. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Pawtucket 
Institution  for  Savings  and  also  of  the  Pawtucket 
Gas  Company,  both  of  which  offices  he  held  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  one  of  the  committee  to  pur- 
chase the  first  suction  fire  engine  for  Pawtucket, 
and  was  foreman  of  Rhode  Island  Engine  Com- 
pany No.  1 for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  during 
which  period  this  Philadelphia  "tub”  was  supplied 
with  new  works  which  proved  to  be  the  best  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  and  from  this  originated  the 
extensive  engine  business  of  the  late  William  Jef- 
fers & Co.,  of  which  firm  he  was  a member.  He 
was  chosen  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Provi- 
dence & Worcester  Railroad  Company,  and  in  that 
capacity  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  nearly  all 
the  road-bed  between  Providence  and  - Lonsdale. 
For  forty  and  more  years  he  was  a director  of  the 
company. 

In  1857  i\lr.  Spencer  was  a large  owner  of  real 
estate  in  Pawtucket  and  Providence,  most  of  which 
was  then  unproductive,  but  was  platted  in  house- 
lots.  Since  then  most  of  it  has  been  sold  and  in 
this  way  Mr.  Spencer  has  given  many  an  industri- 
ous man  a start  in  life  by  selling  to  him  on  very 
liberal  terms,  thereby  making  it  possible  for  a poor 
man  to  secure  a home. 

INlr.  Spencer  was  active  in  the  promotion  of  the 
Free  Public  Library,  giving  at  one  time  to  it  for  a 
term  of  five  years  one  of  the  finest  rooms  in  ihe 
city,  and  in  addition  helping  it  with  liberal  sub- 
scriptions. This  was  the  first  free  library  estab- 
lished in  Rhode  Island.  Throughout  his  lifetime 
Mr.  Spencer  was  a regular  attendant  and  liberal 
supporter  of  St.  Paul’s  (Protestant  Episcopal) 
Church  at  Pawtucket. 

Mr.  Spencer,  although  long  retired  from  any 
regularly  organized  business,  remained  active  to  the 
last,  leading  to  the  end  anything  but  an  idle  life. 
He  died  Jan.  29,  1892,  at  his  home  on  North  Main 
street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  when  in  the  eighty-ninth 
year  of  his  age. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Spencer 
was  married  to  Susan  W.  Carpenter,  daughter  of 
Job  Carpenter,  of  Providence,  and  a direct  descend- 
ant of  William  Carjienter,  who  came  from  England 
in  1638  to  Weymouth  and  later  to  Rehoboth.  To 
this  couple  were  born  children  as  follows : Henry, 
deceased;  Susan,  who  died  young;  Mary  E.,  de- 
ceased ; A.  Anna,  deceased ; and  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  who  survive — Job  L.  and  Frank  G. 
Spencer,  the  latter  a resident  of  Providence,  R.  1. ; 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Sampson,  of  Boston,  and  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick Burlingame,  of  Pawtucket. 

Joi!  L.xwtox  Si'EN’CER,  SOU  of  Gideoii  Lawton 
and  Susan  W.  (Carpenter)  Spencer,  was  born  Jan. 
27,  1833,  in  that  part  of  Pawtucket  which  was  then 
North  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  during  his  boyhood 
attended  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  became  clerk  in  a hardware  store  on  North 


Main  street,  being  thus  engaged  for  three  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  when  he  was  only  nineteen, 
his  father  had  sufficient  confidence  in  his  ability 
and  stability  to  start  him  in  the  shoe  business  on 
that  street,  and  he  continued  in  that  line  for  eleven 
years,  finally  selling  out  to  Mr.  Stephen  Cook,  of 
Providence.  He  then  began  manufacturing  in  part- 
nership with  Francis  Pratt,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Pratt  & Spencer.  They  bought  the  old  Slater  mill 
and  property,  on  North  Main  street,  in  1864,  and 
conducted  the  business  together  until  1871,  in 
which  year  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr. 
Spencer  thereafter  carrying  on  the  cotton  yarn 
business  until  the  year  1900.  He  then  withdrew 
from  manufacturing,  renting  his  mill,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the  real  estate 
business,  maintaining  his  office  on  North  Main 
street,  where  he  has  been  doing  business  for  almost 
sixty  years.  Air.  Spencer  is  one  of  the  largest 
owners  of  real  estate  in  Pawtucket,  and  his  opera- 
tions are  extensive  and  important.  He  is  an  active 
and  industrious  man,  progressive  and  enterprising 
in  any  line  which  interests  him,  and  has  adapted  his 
forcible  qualities  to  his  present  business,  which  he 
has  prosecuted  and  developed  with  his  accustomed 
energy.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and 
at  present  is  serving  as  a member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil. In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party. 

On  Nov.  I,  1859,  Mr.  Spencer  was  married  to 
Amelia  Orne  Lewin,  of  Pawtucket,  who  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  was  twenty-one  years  of  age;  she 
is  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Cordelia  Lewin. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  attend  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  at  present  senior  vestry- 
man. He  is  a man  of  domestic  tastes,  and  much 
devoted  to  his  home  and  family. 

Henry  L.  Spencer,  only  child  of  Job  L.  Spen- 
cer, was  born  Oct.  15,  i860,  in  North  Providence, 
R.  T,  and  there  in  a private  school,  and  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Pawtucket,  acquired 
his  education.  Eor  a time  after  his  school  days 
were  over  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  father  in 
the  manufacture  of  yarn  in  the  old  Slater  mill,, 
which  as  stated  previously  had  become  the  property 
of  the  Spencer  family.  As  a side  or  secondary 
matter  he  began  in  1881  the  bicycle  business,  be- 
coming, as  it  were,  tbe  pioneer  in  that  line  in  the 
city  and  the  second  in  Rhode  Island.  Eor  a sales 
and  wa/e  room  he  used  the  one  adjoining  the  mill 
and  in  that  same  locality  continued  to  do  business. 
During  the  winter  season  Air.  Spencer  for  years 
devoted  his  time  in  traveling  in  the  middle  and 
New  England  States,  appointing  agents  and  look- 
ing after  the  wholesale  trade  for  one  of  the  leading 
bicycle  manufacturing  companies  in  this  country. 
He  himself,  when  bicycling  was  at  its  height,  car- 
ried in  his  own  estahlishment  some  of  the  finest 
"wheels”  in  the  country.  He  was  agent  for  the 
Sterling,  a Chicago  bicycle,  and  the  Cleveland, 
made  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Thompson,  Conn. 
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Since  the  practical  going  out  of  the  bicycle  Mr. 
Spencer  has  given  his  attention  to  the  automobile, 
being  engaged  in  that  business  at  the  present  time. 

In  his  political  views  ]\lr.  Spencer  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  was  for  some  years  clerk  of  the  Third 
ward,  and  served  at  the  first  election  when  the 
Australian  ballot  was  used.  He  is  a member  of 
the  T.  K.  Club  and  the  Rhode  Island  Wheelmen  of 
Providence.  He  is  a member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Pawtucket. 

On  x\pril  9,  1890,  Mr.  Spencer  was  married,  at 
Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  to  Margaret  S.  Allen,  and  to  the 
union  have  come  four  children,  namely : Constant 
Southworth,  Niles  }kl.,  Roger  (who  died  young) 
and  Marjorie. 

EDWARD  O.  RIGGS,  who  was  for  a number 
of  years  successfully  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  now  carries 
on  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  New  England’s  oldest  settled 
families.  His  ancestry,  in  chronological  order, 
follows : 

(I)  Thomas  Riggs,  torn  in  England,  came  to 
America  in  1658.  He  married  IMary  Millet,  of 
Greenway,  England,  daughter  of  Thomas  Millet. 
He  was  educated  in  England  for  a scribe,  or  sec- 
retary, and  while  settled  in  Gloucester  filled  the  po- 
sition of  town  clerk  and  other  offices. 

(H)  Thomas  Riggs  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  mar- 
ried Ann  Wheeler,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Moses  and  Andrew. 

(HI)  Moses  Riggs,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  mar- 
ried Mary  Ellery,  and  died  in  early  life,  leaving 
three  sons,  Benjamin  only  growing  to  manhood. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Riggs,  son  of  Moses,  was  born 
jMarch  27,  1759,  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  Jan. 
2,  1846,  in  Georgetown,  Maine.  He  married.  Sept. 
17,  1782,  Ruth  Pearl,  of  Edgecomb,  Maine,  and 
their  children  were;  Mary,  who  married  John 
White;  James,  who  married  Jan;e  Campbell; 
Sarah ; Betsey,  who  died  in  infancy ; Alice,  who 
married  (first)  Ebenezer  Delano  and  (second) 
Sewall  Watson;  Mos'es,  who  married  (first) 
Martha  Eisher  and  (second)  Louise  Patton; 
Nancy,  Susannah  and  Warner,  all  of  whom  died 
in  infancy;  Benjamin  E.,  who  married  Nancy 
Drummond ; and  Eliza  J.,  who  married  James 
Drummond.  Benjamin  Riggs  was  a general  trader 
in  merchandise.  When  a boy  only  seven  years  of 
age,  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  ap- 
prenticed by  his  mother  to  Captain  Jewett,  a sea- 
faring man,  and  followed  the  sea  for  a number  of 
years.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  taken 
a prisoner  by  the  British,  although  too  young  to 
enter  the  service. 

Simeon  Pearl,  father  of  Mrs.  Ruth  (Pearl) 
Riggs,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  settled  in 
the  town  of  Edgecomb,  Maine,  some  time  previous 
to  1760.  He  built  the  first  frame  house  in  that 
town  (the  others  being  all  of  logs),  owned  a large 


tract  of  land,  and  also  operated  and  owned  a grist- 
mill. He  was  a soldier  in  the  Erench  and  Indian 
war,  and  spent  the  winter  of  1760  in  Quebec.  He 
was  an  ardent  Whig,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  spent  his  time  and  money 
in  the  cause  of  the  colonies.  In  the  Massachusetts 
Rolls  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  we  find  the  following  record : "Pearle,  Simeon, 
2nd  Lieutenant,  Capt.  Timothy  Langdon’s  Co.,  en- 
gaged July  12,  1775;  service  to  Dec.  31,  1775,  6 
mos.,  4 days ; company  stationed  at  Boothbay  for 
defence  of  seacoast.”  It  seems  likely  that  he  is 
identical  with  Simeon  Pearle  of  Edgecomb,  Maine, 
as  there  were  not  many  Pearles  in  the  Revolution 
or  in  New  England.  Of  course  he  ma}-  have  per- 
formed other  service  and  held  other  rank,  record 
of  which  is  not  at  hand.  It  is  said  he  mortgaged 
his  property  to  raise  and  equip  a company,  of  which 
he  was  captain,  to  go  to  the  front.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  retired  with  the  rank  of  major,  by 
which  title  he  was  afterward  known,  and  received 
pay  for  his  services  in  Continental  money  which  in 
a few  days  proved  worthless.  Neither  he  nor  any 
of  his  descendants  ever  received  anything  in  the 
form  of  pension  or  indemnity  for  his  losses.  He  and 
his  family  then  went  to  the  town  of  Mt.  Wrnon, 
which  at  that  time  was  a wilderness.  His  first 
wife’s  name  was  Mary  Leighton,  and  their  children 
were;  Ruth,  who  married  Benjamin  Riggs; 
Catherine,  Sarah,  Abram,  Samuel,  who  all  died 
young;  Silas,  who  died  in  IMt.  Vernon  in  about 
i860;  Mary,  who  married  Thomas  Leighton; 
Lydia,  who  married  Ezekiel  Leighton ; Betsey,  who 
married  a Mr.  Stein ; and  Hannah,  who  married 
Joseph  Leighton.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
Major  Pearl  married  a widow  of  Edgecomb,  where 
he  died  and  where  he  is  supposed  to  be  buried.  In 
the  town  records  of  the  town  of  Edgecomb  appears 
the  following  item;  “August  the  7th  1806  then 
married  Simeon  Pearl  of  Mount  Vernon,  Abigal 
Gove  of  Edgecomb,  by  Moses  Davis,  Esq.’’ 

(V)  James  Riggs,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
Jan.  5,  1785,  in  a log  house  in  Georgetown.  Maine, 
and  died  Oct.  7,  1866,  in  Bath,  Maine.  In  1812 
he  married  Jane  Campbell,  daughter  of  John 
Campbell,  and  she  died  Dec.  7,  1873,  in  Bath, 
iMaine.  Their  children  were;  Ruth  Ann.  who 
married  Addison  Eisher ; William  Warner,  who  was 
lost  at  sea;  James  E.,  who  married  Ivlary  Erost; 
John  Alexander,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Mary, 
who  married  Guy  C.  Goss;  Eliza  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Erank  Hewins ; Benjamin,  who  married  Clara 
Harriman ; and  Sarah,  who  never  married. 

James  Riggs  was  extensively  engaged  in  the 
lumbering  business,  owning  and  operating  several 
sawmills,  and  was  succeeded  in  that  business  by 
his  sons,  John  Alexander  and  James  Riggs,  who 
were  later  engaged  in  the  same  line  individually. 

(VI)  John  Alexander  Riggs,  son  of  Tames,  was 
born  Nov.  5,  1821,  in  Georgetown,  Maine,  where 
he  died  Oct.  i,  1889.  He  was  married  June  3, 
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1849,  to  Sarah  Ann  Maria  White,  daughter  of 
John  White,  and  she  died  Feb.  21,  1894.  John  A. 
Riggs  succeeded  to  liis  father's  lumber  business, 
owning  a lumber  and  saw  mill,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged to  some  extent  in  farming.  He  took  a great 
interest  in  town  affairs,  and  was  a Republican  and 
a stanch  Abolitionist.  A faithful  member  of  the 
IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  was  appointed 
steward,  but  declined  to  serve  in  that  office.  iNlr. 
Riggs  enlisted  in  Company  F,  28th  Maine  \’olun- 
teer  Infantry,  and  later  served  as  a gunner  in  the 
heavy  artillery ; his  term  of  service  was  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home.  He 
and  his  wife  had  children  as  follows : Edward  C)., 
our  subject;  Susan,  who  died  aged  thirteen  years; 
George,  now  residing  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  a retired 
farmer;  Caroline  F.,  married  to  Wendell  P.  Baker, 
of  Georgetown.  i\laine,  where  he  is  conducting  the 
homestead  farm  ; and  Lewis  W.,  a graduate  of  the 
Maine  State  College,  now  professor  of  Chemistry 
in  the  medical  department  of  Cornell  University 
(he  married  Alice  J.  Alerrill). 

(\’II)  Edward  C).  Riggs  was  born  July  23. 

1850,  in  Georgetown,  Maine,  and  there  received  his 
early  schooling,  which  was  supplemented  by  one 
term  at  Kent's  Hill  Seminary.  During  the  sum- 
mers he  worked  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  when  he  went  to  learn  ship  car- 
pentering, in  the  yards  of  Goss  & Sawyer,  at  Bath, 
i\laine  (now  the  New  England  Shij)  Building  Com- 
pany). There  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  went 
to  Portland,  where  he  learned  house  carpentering 
with  Thomas  Wildes.  In  December,  1871.  he  came 
to  Newport  and  worked  for  Josiah  Barker  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  spent  one  and  a half  years 
in  the  engineering  department  of  the  United  States 
Government,  at  Fort  Adams.  He  was  next  em- 
ployed as  a carpenter  for  P.  G.  Case  & Co.,  for 
about  two  years,  spending  the  several  years  follow- 
ing as  a carpenter  with  William  P.  Peckham.  In 
1891  Mr.  Riggs  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  having  previously  at  various  times  done 
contracting  work.  Among  other  buildings,  Mr. 
Riggs  built  the  Buckley  block,  on  Broadway,  but 
his  work  was  mostly  of  the  cottage  architecture. 
In  January,  1906.  he  retired  from  contracting  and 
building,  and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  New- 
port. 

Mr.  Riggs  is  a member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  No. 
49,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  was  chaplain  in  that  organiz- 
ation for  years.  In  j)olitical  sentiment  he  is  a Re- 
publican ; he  has  never  sought  office.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  church  work,  having 
served  as  a trustee  since  1882. 

Mr.  Riggs  was  married  Jan.  18,  1883,  to  Eliza- 
beth R.  Dyer,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  Dyer,  of 
Newport,  and  they  had  children  as  follows;'  Edith 
1...  born  Nov.  2.  1883;  and  Rutb  Pearl,  born  March 
4,  1890.  Mrs.  Riggs  j)asscd  away  Dec.  ii,  1906. 


l\Ir.  Riggs  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  Newport,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  community  at  large. 

WATERMAN  (Providence-Warren  branch). 
The  Rhode  Island  Watermans  have  been  among 
the  strong  and  forceful  characters  of  the  State,  and 
especially  so  in  a business  sense  has  l^een  the 
branch  of  the  family  with  which  this  article  is  to 
treat — that  of  the  family  and  lineage  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Olney  Waterman,  of  Providence  and 
Warren.  Mr.  \\'aterman,  himself  a cotton  manu- 
facturer of  prominence,  and  as  well  long  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  Commonwealth,  came 
of  forefathers  skilled  in  that  industry,  in  which 
they  were  pioneers  and  conspicuous  characters,  and 
in  which  line  one  of  his  own  sons  most  worthily 
sustained  the  family  name.  Referen'ce  is  made  to 
the  late  John  Waterman,  of  the  Warren  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  the  head  of  several  of  that 
town's  financial  institutions. 

This  Waterman  family,  too,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  one  which  has  allied  itself  to 
some  of  the  historic  families  of  the  State.  Its 
coming  to  New  England  dates  back  to  less  than  a 
decade  from  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 
themselves.  From  Richard  Waterman,  the  friend 
and  co-laborer  with  Roger  Williams,  the  lineage 
of  the  late  John  Waterman,  of  Warren,  is  through 
Resolved,  Ensign  Resolved,  Resolved  (3),  John, 
John  Olney,  John  (2)  and  Hon.  John  Olney  Water- 
man. These  generations  in  detail  and  in  the  order 
named  follow. 

(I)  Richard  Waterman,  born  about  1590,  came 
from  England  in  1629.  He  first  settled  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  was  banished,  like  Roger  Williams-,  for 
religious  heresy,  and  followed  the  latter  to  Provi- 
dence in  i\Iarch,  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  seven 
persons  to  whom  Roger  Williams  deeded  land  in 
Providence,  and  in  1639  one  of  the  twelve 
original  members  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  in 
America.  He  was  one  among  those  who  signed  an 
agreement  in  1640  for  a form  of  government.  He 
was  made  a freeman  in  1655.  and  served,  in  turn, 
as  commissioner,  juryman  and  warden.  He  was  also 
colonel  of  militia,  and  proved  himself  a man  of 
great  force  of  character  and  distinguished  ability. 
He  lived  in  Providence  and  Newport.  He  mar- 
ried Bethia,  and  they  died  respectively  in  1673  and 
1680.  Their  children  were;  Nathaniel,  married 
Susanna  Carder ; Resolved,  married  Mercy,  young- 
est daughter  of  Roger  Williams  ; Mehitable,  mar- 
ried Arthur  Fenner ; Waite,  married  Henry  Brown. 

(H)  Resolved  Waterman,  born  in  1638.  mar- 
ried in  1659  Mercy  Williams,  born  in  Providence 
July  15,  1640,  daughter  of  Roger  Williams  (born 
in  1599,  died  1C83)  and  Mary  (Barnard)  Williams, 
and  they  were  of  Providence.  Mr.  Waterman  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1C67.  He  died  in 
1670,  in  early  manhood,  full  of  promise.  His  ^ 
widow  remarried,  to  Samuel  Winsor,  and  died  in 
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1705.  His  children  were;  Richard,  born  in  January, 
1660,  died  Sept.  28,  1748,  married  his  own  cousin 
Anne,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Susanna  Water- 
man; Mercy,  born  in  1663,  died  Feb.  19,  1756, 
married  Tristan  Derby;  Ensign  or  Captain  John, 
of  Warwick,  R.  L,  born  in  1664  or  1666,  died  Aug. 
28,  1748,  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Marsh)  Olney ; Resolved,  born  about 
1667,  died  Jan.  13,  1719,  married  (first)  Anne, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Harris,  and  (second)  Mercy; 
Waite,  born  about  1668,  married  John  Rhodes,  of 
Pawtuxet,  Rhode  Island. 

(HI)  Ensign  Resolved  Waterman,  born  in 
1667,  married  (first)  Anne  Harris,  born  Nov.  12, 
1673,  daughter  of  Andrew  (son  of  William).  His 
second  wife’s  Christian  name  was  Mercy.  Mr. 
Waterman  settled  in  what  is  now  Greenville,  R.  I., 
in  1689.  He  represented  the  town  of  Smithfield 
in  “General  Assembly’’  in  1715;  was  ensign  in  the 
militia.  He  died  Jan.  13,  1719.  His  widow  Mercy 
remarried,  and  died  in  1750.  His  children  by  the 
first  marriage  were:  Resolved,  Mercy  and  Joseph; 
and  those  by  the  second  were:  Wait,  John  and 
Hannah. 

(IV)  Resolved  Waterman  (3),  born  March  12, 
1703,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  represented  Smithfield 
in  “General  Assembly’’  in  May  and  July,  1739, 
May  and  October,  1740,  May  and  October,  1741. 
His  name  occurs  on  records  as  “Esq.’’  He  built 
the  Greenville  Tavern  in  1733.  On  Sept.  20,  1722, 
he  married  Lydia  Alathewson,  born  June  7,  1701. 
Mr.  Waterman  died  July  15,  1746.  Their  children 
were:  Capt.  Andrew,  born  in  1724,  died  March  6, 
1812,  aged  eighty-seven,  who  was  a very  prominent 
man  in  his  day  in  Rhode  Island  (he  married  first 
Sarah  Wilkinson,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  second 
Margaret  Eoster,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
Eoster)  ; Resolved,  who  died  in  1772,  major  and 
afterward  colonel  of  militia  (he  kept  for  many 
years’ the  Greenville  Tavern,  built  by  his  father)  ; 
Capt.  John;  Stephen;  Annie,  horn  Dec.  12,  1729; 
Stephen  (2),  born  May  12,  1730;  Lydia,  born  in 
1733;  William,  born  in  1736;  and  Anne,  born  Sept. 
II,  1740. 

(V)  Capt.  John  Waterman,  born  alxiut  1728, 
married  Jan.  17,  1750,  Mary  Olney,  born  in  1731, 
eldest  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Olney  (the 
founder  of  Olneyville,  R.  I.)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
(Smith),  daughter  of  Christopher  Smith.  Capt. 
Jonathan  Olney  was  a son  of  James  Olney  and 
Hallelujah  Brown  (of  the  Browns  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity), daughter  of  Daniel,  son  of  Chad  Brown. 
Mr.  Waterman  was  a shipmaster  and  a sea  captain, 
and  “went  on  China  voyages.’’  He  was  also 
engaged  in  manufacturing,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
manufacturers  in  New  England.  He  erected  one 
of  the  first  paper  mills  in  America,  and  was  called 
“Paper-Mill  John.’’  He  also  operated  a mill  for 
fulling  and  finishing  woolen  cloth,  and  a chocolate 
mill.  In  1769  he  engaged  in  printing  and  publish- 
ing. He  owned  slaves.  At  the  time  of  his  death 


he  was  held  to  be  the  richest  man  in  the  State.  His 
son  John  Olney  inherited  all  the  property,  the 
daughters  receiving  only  their  wedding  outfit.  Ble 
died  Eeb.  7,  1777,  his  wife  Sept.  5,  1763.  His 
children  were:  Lydia,  born  March  12,  1751  (mar- 
ried Daniel  Waterman)  ; Betsey,  Oct.  18,  1753 
(married  a White)  ; Nancy,  May  i,  1756  (married 
first  a Nichols  and  second  a Winsor)  ; John  Olney, 
May  28,  1758;  Mary,  in  1760  (died  in  1762)  ; and 
Mary  (2),  Sept.  5,  1763  (married  a Phillips). 

(\  I)  John  Olney  Waterman,  born  May  28, 
1758,  married  Sally  Eranklin,  born  in  Eebruary, 
1762,  only  daughter  of  Capt.  Asa  and  Sarah 
(Paine)  Franklin,  of  Providence.  Captain  Frank- 
lin was  a captain  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
and  had  a long  and  honorable  career  of  military 
service,  being  of  record  as  ensign  of  the  First 
Light  Infantry  in  Providence  county  (Providence 
Colonial  records)  ; ensign  in  June,  1769,  of  the 
Second  Company,  Providence  Militia ; ensign  in 
May,  1770;  ensign  in  August,  1774,  of  Light  In- 
fantry; Providence  County,  lieutenant,  in  May, 
1789;  September,  1790;  May,  1791;  June,  1792; 
and  May,  1793.  He  was  descended  from  the  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  family.  It  is  said  that  his  daughter, 
Sally  Franklin,  was  a beauty  and  a belle.  Much 
of  her  wedding  outfit  was  ordered  from  England. 
She  was  a woman  of  strong,  fine  character.  John 
(Jlney  Waterman  died  Eeh.  18,  1796.  He  inherited 
and  spent  his  father’s  property.  His  widow  mar- 
ried (second)  Edward  Searle,  of  Scituate,  R.  I., 
and  died  June  5,  1842,  at  the  home  of  her  son 
George,  with  whom  she  lived  the  last  twelve  years 
of  her  life.  By  her  second  marriage  she  hacl  one 
son,  Richard,  who  married  Sylvia  Peck.  Six  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  two  daughters,  were  born  to 
her  union  with  John  Olney  Waterman,  namely : 
Mary,  Ixirn  Eeb.  18.  1784,  married  Nathan,  son  of 
Edward  Searle,  of  Scituate,  R.  I. ; John,  born 
March  22,  1786,  died  Oct.  26,  1879;  Sarah,  born 
Feb.  25,  1788,  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years;  Henry,  born  Dec.  21,  1789,  married  Mary 
Searle,  daughter  of  Benoni ; (jeorge,  born  Aug. 
19,  1793,  died  April  26,  1850,  in  California  (where 
he  was  buried),  married  (first)  Patience  Brownell 
and  (second)  Britannia  Franklin  Baxter;  James 
Franklin,  born  June  27,  1795,  died  Feb.  12,  1892, 
when  almost  ninety-seven  years  old,  married  Polly 
Pickering,  of  Pennsylvania  (he  was  buried  in 
Kansas). 

(\TI)  John  Waterman,  horn  March  22,  1786, 
in  Providence,  married  in  1809  (intention  published 
in  Canton,  Mass.)  Miss  Sally  Williams,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams, 
of  Providence,  through  Daniel,  Joseph,  Goliah  and 
Stephen  Williams.  She  was  born  March  i,  1787, 
and  died  suddenly  xTpril  10,  1862.  Their  children, 
all  now  deceased,  were:  John  Olney;  Albert,  who 
married  iMary  Cook,  and  had  four  children,  Byron 
H.,  Ada  (wife  of  Everett  Rounds,  of  Olneyville), 
John  Albert  (married  a widow,  Lizzie  (Gleason) 
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Pitts,  but  had  no  children)  and  .Mary  Frances; 
Andrew  Searle,  born  June  7,  1815,  a graduate  of 
P.rown  University,  who  died  in  New  Orleans  June 
10,  1852;  Sarah  A.,  born  Aug.  31,  1820,  who  died 
Oct.  15,  1821  ; Mary  Frances,  born  Oct.  12,  1825, 
who  died  Sept,  i,  1829;  Sarah  A.  (2),  who  died 
lune  I,  1886,  unmarried;  and  Henry  Francis,  born 
July  31,  1830,  who  died  Sept.  15,  1859,  unmarried. 
.All  are  buried  at  Swanpoint. 

.After  receiving  the  customary  common  school 
education  John  Waterman  was  apprenticed  to  the 
carpenter's  trade.  His  uncle,  Henry  P.  hranklin, 
being  a cotton  manufacturer,  an  opportunity  was 
given  the  nephew  to  go  into  the  mills,  which,  after 
a few  months’  service  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  he 
embraced,  and  learned  thoroughly  every  depart- 
ment of  the  business.  He  became  an  expert  in  run- 
ning as  well  as  in  building  machinery.  Associated 
with  Daniel  Wilde  in  1808,  ^Ir.  Waterman  con- 
tracted to  run  a cotton  mill  in  Canton,  IMass.,  owned 
by  Richard  Wheatley,  a wholesale  merchant  of  Pos- 
ton. There  was  a machine  shop  connected  with  the 
mill  in  which  their  repairing  was  done,  and  also 
their  own  machinery  made.  After  three  years  of 
e.xperience  in  such  business  relations,  during  which 
the  main  rfcsponsibility  devolved  upon  Mr.  W ater- 
man, who  managed  affairs  both  efficiently  and  eco- 
nomically, the  partnership  was  dissolved,  hor  a 
period  following  this  Mr.  W'aterman  continued 
alone  in  the  business  of  manufacturing  machinery. 
In  1812,  associated  with  Henry  P.  Franklin,  he 
built  and  put  in  operation  what  was  known  as  the 
"Merino  Mill”  in  Johnston.  R.  F.  a mill  with  a 
capacity  of  1.500  spindles.  Of  this  mill  IMr.  W’ater- 
man  was  manufacturing  agent  and  Mr.  Franklin 
the  financial  man.  Seven  years  later  IMr.  Water- 
man leased  the  Union  Mills,  the  property  of  P)rown 
& Ives,  and  the  mills  in  which  he  had  learned  the 
business.  Losses  incurred  in  the  Johnston  venture 
made  it  necessary  for  credit  and  in  the  new  venture 
he  obtained  the  amount  of  $20,000  of  Pitcher  & 
Cay,  of  Pawtucket,  fitted  the  mill  with  new  machin- 
ery, and  oi)erated  it  for  four  years,  and  so  profit- 
ably that  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  a hand- 
some balance  in  his  favor,  after  paying  all  his  indebt- 
edness. He  next  became  resident  agent  of  the 
Plackstone  Manufacturing  Company,  sustaining 
such  relation  for  a period  of  three  years  when, 
owing  to  failing  health,  he  sought  a less  vigorous 
climate,  going  South.  Here  he  was  continued  by  his 
former  employers  in  buying  materials  for  their  mill 
and  disposing  of  their  })roduct.  After  recuperating 
his  health  Mr.  W'aterman  established  himself  in 
business  in  New  Orleans,  buying  cotton  for  north- 
ern manufacturers.  l-'or  a portion  of  the  ten 
years  he  was  so  occupied  he  was  associated  in  busi- 
ness with  Hon.  Thomas  .M.  Purgess.  of  Providence, 
R.  F Returning  to  his  native  city,  he  built,  in 
1829,  the  Fagle  Mills  at  ( hlneyville.  Of  these 
Mill  No.  I was  .started  in  the  si)ring  of  1830,  and 
operated  until  1836.  when  Mill  No.  2 was  built. 


Air.  Waterman  operating  same  until  1848,  soon 
after  which  his  long  busy  life  as  a manufacturer 
ceased.  From  that  time  on  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Oct.  26,  1879,  when  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three,  he  resided  on  his  farm  in  Johnston, 
R.  1.  He  was  buried  in  Swanpoint  cemetery. 

For  many  years  Air.  W aterman  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity  and  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Commandery.  He  was  largely 
instrumental  in  building  the  Paptist  Church  at 
Olneyville,  with  which  denomination  his  religious 
belief  was  in  sympathy,  though  he  himself  was  not 
a church  member. 

(ATH)  John  O.  W'aterman,  born  Xov.  4,  1810, 
in  Canton,  Alass.,  married  (first)  in  1838,  Caro- 
line Frances  Sanford,  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  San- 
ford, of  W'ickford,  R.  1.  She  died  in  1840,  and  he 
married  (second)  June  26,  1849,  Susan  Johnson 
Posworth,  daughter  of  Col.  Smith  Posworth,  of 
Rehoboth  and  Providence.  Two  children  were  the 
issue  of  the  second  marriage,  namely : Caroline 
1'.  (married  Alarch  2,  1908,  Arthur  Henry  Arnold, 
of  Providence),  and  John.  Airs.  W'aterman  died 
Alarch  16,  1897.  She  was  a descendant  of  Jona- 
than Posworth,  born  Sept.  22,  1680,  who  married 
Sarah  Rounds.  His  son,  Ichabod,  born  May  31, 
1706,  died  in  August,  1775;  he  married  Bethia 
W'ood  (second).  His  son,  Peleg,  born  A'lay  6, 
1754,  died  after  August,  1780;  he  married  Alary 
Smith.  His  son.  Col.  Smith  Posworth,  born  Oct. 
28,  1781,  died  Alarch  9,  1857,  in  Providence;  he 
married  Sarah  Tripp  of  Rehoboth,  Alassachusetts. 
[See  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work.] 

W'hile  born  in  Alassachusetts  Air.  W'aterman 
was  wholly  a Rhode  Islander.  In  his  infancy  his 
parents  removed  to  Johnston,  R.  1.  Until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  alternately  attended  school 
and  worked  in  a cotton  mill.  He  was  occupied  as 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  the  Alerino  Alills  in  Johnston 
in  1827,  1828,  and  a portion  of  the  year  1829, 
■Spending  a part  of  the  year  1829  in  school  in  the 
famous  Plainfield  (Conn.)  Academy.  He  became 
agent  for  the  Eagle  Alills  in  the  spring  of  1830,  and 
continued  in  that  position  until  1847.  year 

he  was  engaged  to  build  and  operate  the  first  mill 
in  the  town  of  W'arren,  from  which  period  to  the 
present  time  cotton  manufacturing  in  that  town 
has  been  successful,  and  with  that  industry  the 
name  of  W aterman  has  continued.  This  Warren 
Alanufacturing  Company  was  started  by  Hon.  John 
R.  W'heaton  and  brothers,  Capt.  Suchet  Alauran 
and  a few  others  who  had  been  successful 
in  whaling  and  other  commercial  enterprises  on 
the  sea,  for  the  investment  of  capital,  as  the  sea 
industries  were  beginning  to  decline.  Air.  Water- 
man was  a})i)ointed  treasurer  and  agent  of  the  com- 
pany. and  with  his  unceasing  devotion  to  busine.ss 
for  thirty-three  years  the  concern  grew  until  its 
cai)ital  stock  reached  $r)OO.ooo.  and  there  wure 
three  mills  instead  of  the  one  first  built.  One  of 
these  was  built  in  i860,  from  the  accumulations 
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of  the  firk  mill,  and  the  other  in  1870,  from  the 
accumulations  of  the  first  and  second  mills.  These 
mills  were  equipped  with  58,000  spindles  and  1,400 
looms,  and  the  products  of  them  were  sheetings, 
print  cloths  and  jaconets. 

Mr.  Waterman  while  with  the  Eagle  Alills  re- 
sided in  Providence  and  took  a great  interest  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  prosperity  of  that  city. 
He  served  from  the  Sixth  ward  as  a member  of 
the  common  council,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
a leading  member  of  the  Board  of  Independent 
P'ire  Wards.  He  was  chosen  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Assembly  in  1845  from  Providence, 
and  was  re-elected  to  that  body  in  the  following 
year.  He  removed  to  Warren,  R.  I.,  in  1848, 
where  his  position  as  agent  and  treasurer  of  the 
Warren  Manufacturing  Company  made  him  widely 
known  in  business  circles  as  a careful  manager  and 
a sagacious  financier,  and  he  was  therefore  fre- 
quently called  to  fill  responsible  official  positions 
in  institutions  representing  large  moneyed  interests. 
In  1855  he  was  chosen  a director  of  the  Firemen’s 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Providence.  In 
i860  on  the  organization  of  the  Equitable  Fire  and 
Marine  Insurance  Company  he  was  elected  a direc- 
tor. He  was  also  a director  in  the  Blackstone 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  from  its  organiza- 
tion in  1868,  and  in  the  iNIerchants’  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  from  its  organization  in  1874. 
In  July,  1855,  IMr.  Waterman  figured  largely  in 
organizing  the  Sowamset  State  Bank  in  \\'arren, 
and  was  chosen  one  of  its  directors.  He  was  elected 
a director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Warren 
at  its  organization  in  1864.  He  became  a vice-presi- 
dent of  this  bank  in  1866  and  so  remained  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  trustee  in  1870.  In  1875  he  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Old  National  Bank  of  Providence. 
Subsequently  he  became  president  of  the  bank,  sus- 
taining such  relation  with  it  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  identified  with  other  institutions, 
among  them  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  all  business  was  suspended 
in  the  town  of  Warren  out  of  respect  to  his 
memory. 

]\Ir.  Waterman  was  a man  of  kind  and  generous 
impulses.  He  often  aided  deserving  persons  and 
enterprises  as  well.  His  death  occurred  at  his  resi- 
dene'e  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  April  24.  1881.  “He  repre- 
sented that  class  of  men  whose  untiring  industry, 
superior  natural  gifts,  and  strict  integrity  place 
them  at  the  head  of  the  great  manufacturing  in- 
terests, for  which  Rhode  Island  is  justly  cele- 
brated.” 

(IX)  John  Waterman,  born  in  Warren.  R.  I., 
Jan.  II,  1852,  married  in  1884,  Miss  Sarah  Frank- 
lin Adams,  and  they  had  six  children,  namely:  John 
Olney,  born  Sept.  21.  1885;  Andrew  Searles,  June 
30,  1887;  Susan  Bosworth,  Feb.  9,  1890;  Albert 


Franklin,  Dec.  i,  1891 ; Henry  Everett,  Aug.  8, 
1893;  and  Byron  Adams,  May  20,  1897. 

Descending  from  a long  line  of  successful  cot- 
ton manufacturers  and  men  of  broad  and  large 
business  capacities,  Mr.  Waterman  came  no  doubt 
largely  through  inheritance  into  the  same  channels 
and  most  worthily  did  he  perpetuate  the  family 
reputation.  After  pursuing  his  studies  in  a private 
school  in  Warren,  taught  at  one  time  by  Nathan 
Wheaton  Moore,  a graduate  of  Brown  University 
and  subsequently  a successful  teacher  of  boys  in  San 
Francisco,  young  Waterman  at  thirteen  entered  the 
Warren  high  school,  for  six  years  studying  under 
the  direction  of  Isaac  F.  Cady  and  William  T. 
Peck,  principals  for  those  years.  He  left  school  in 
1871,  and  after  ten  years  in  learning  the  business 
of  his  forefathers  he,  in  1881,  succeeded  his  father 
at  the  latter’s  death  in  the  position  of  treasurer  of 
the  Warren  Manufacturing  Company,  and  in  time 
became  president  of  two  and  a director  in  a third 
of  the  four  banking  institutions  of  Warren,  and 
also  connected  with  banks  and  insurance  companies 
of  Providence. 

The  three  mills  of  the  Warren  Manufacturing 
Company  were  burned  in  1895,  and  out  of  their 
ruins  came  the  magnificent  mill  of  to-day  with  its 
8 1,000- spindles,  a monument  largely  to  the  enter- 
prise and  public  spirit  of  the  Waterman  name,  and 
as  well  largely  to  that  name  has  been  due  the  won- 
derful success  of  the  business  of  the  mill.  John 
\\’aterman,  as  did  his  father  before  him,  cherished 
an  interest  in  the  George  Hail  Free  Library  of 
Warren.  For  years  he  was  prominent  in  all  the 
public  affairs  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of  the 
building  committee  which  erected  and  furnished 
the  town  hall.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
chairman  of  a special  committee  of  the  town  for 
increased  school  facilities.  For  years  he  was  col- 
onel of  the  Warren  Artillery.  He  was  a prominent 
iMason,  was  past  master  of  Washington  Lodge  of 
iMasons  at  Warren.  He  was  an  attendant  from 
boyhood  of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church  at  War- 
ren, and  for  thirty-one  years  served  as  an  officer  in 
its  Sunday-school.  He  was  a member  of  the  Church 
choir.  For  twenty-four  years  he  was  vestryman  of 
the  Church,  and  for  eleven  years  junior  warden. 
He  was  chief  promoter  of  the  enlargement  and  im- 
provement of  St.  Mark’s  Chapel  and  personally 
superintended  the  details  of  the  work. 

:\Tr.  Waterman  took  great  happiness  in  his 
home.  He  was  genial  and  kind-hearted  and  al- 
though possessed  of  great  wealth,  he  was  a mingler 
with  rich  and  poor  alike.  He  had  the  traits  of 
character  his  distinguished  father  and  more  remote 
ancestors  had ; was  a man  of  strict  integrity,  of 
remarkable  persistency  and  tenacity  of  purpose,  of 
unfaltering  faithfulness  and  unceasing  labors ; he 
seldom  rested,  vacations  were  almost  unknown  to 
him. 

Mr.  Waterman  died  at  his  home  in  \\  arren, 
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Dec.  21,  1900,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
His  funeral  was  largely  attended,  and  out  of 
respect  to  his  memory, during  it,  the  greater  part 
of  business  in  the  town  was  suspended. 

(\’ll)  George  W’aterman,  son  of  John  Olney 
and  Sally  (I-Ganklin)  Waterman,  born  in  Provi- 
dence, Aug.  19,  1793,  married  (first)  Patience 
Brownell  (daughter  of  Benjamin),  who  died  Jan. 
25,  1823.  They  had  four  children:  (i)  Benjamin 
Brownell,  born  Oct.  12,  1813,  died  June  5,  1815. 
(2)  Ann  Eliza,  born  June  8,  1816,  died  July  16, 
1881.  She  married  (first)  William  L.  Smith,  and 
(second)  Horace  Thornton.  She  had  one  child, 
Josephine  L.  Smith,  who  died  Dec.  15,  1890  (no 
children),  and  who  married  Ellery  Sears,  of  Hop- 
kins & Sears,  many  years  proprietors  of  the  ‘“Cen- 
tral Hotel,’’  Providence.  (3)  George  Brownell, 
born  April  5,  1820,  died  i\pril  18,  1837.  (4)  Mary 
Ann,  born  Sept.  23.  1821,  died  Dec.  26,  1844.  She 
married,  Oct.  3^  1839,  Burrill  Arnold.  Slie  left 
one  son,  George  Waterman  Arnold,  who  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  or  twenty  graduated  from  Yale,  the 
youngest  in  the  class  of  i860,  with  high  honors. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  but  only  reached 
Washington,  being  taken  with  typhoid  fever  there, 
and  died  in  December,  1862.  He  was  a young 
man  of  brilliant  promise.  Mr.  George  Waterman 
married  (second)  Sept.  7,  1823,  Britannia  Frank- 
lin Baxter,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Susan  (Phin- 
ney)  Baxter,  of  Barnstable,  Mass.  Franklin  Bax- 
ter was  for  thirty  years  in  the  United  States  navy, 
for  many  years  quartermaster.  He  was  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  English  in  the  War  of  1812  and  con- 
fined in  the  famous  Dartmoor  prison  until  after 
peace  was  declared,  his  family  supposing  him  dead 
for  .several  years.  After  he  had  retired  from  active 
service  and  was  holding  some  position  at  the  Bos- 
ton Navy  Yard,  at  the  urgent  solicitations  of 
Crowninshield,  under  whom  he  had  served,  he  ac- 
companied the  latter  to  the  Pacific,  as  ordered  by 
the  government  to  protect  the  California  coast  from 
pirates  after  the  discovery  of  gold  there.  W’hen, 
some  months  after  his  own  arrival,  his  son-in-law, 
George  Waterman,  landed  in  San  Francisco,  he 
obtained  leave  of  absence,  met  his  son-in-law  and 
accomjianied  him  to  the  gold  mines.  On  his  wav- 
back  to  his  vessel  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever  and  died  in  the  hospital  at  San  Francisco,  in 
January.  1850.  George  Waterman’s  death  occurred 
the  following  Ajiril.  Franklin  Baxter  was  a de- 
scendant of  John  Howland  and  Elizabeth  Tilley, 
who  came  from  England  on  the  “Mayflower” 
(through  David,  Isaac,  John,  Thomas  and  Tem- 
jierance  (Gorham)  Baxter,  Temperance  Gorham 
being  the  daughter  of  Cajit.  John  Gorham  and 
Desire  Howland,  who  was  a daughter  of  John 
Howland  and  Elizabeth  I'illey).  Britannia  Frank- 
lin (Baxter)  Waterman  was  liorn  Oct.  ii,  1807, 
and  died  Feb.  16,  1895.  She  married  (second) 
Rev.  William  X.  Patt,  Feb.  7,  1863.  George  and 
Britannia  F.  (Baxter)  Waterman  had  twelve  chil- 


dren: (i)  Britannia  Franklin,  born  in 'Johnston, 
July  17,  1825,  died  Jan.  26,  1892.  She  married 
Sept.  15,  1847,  Lewis  Williams  Anthony,  and  they 
had  eight  children.  (2)  Alexander,  born  Aug.  29, 
1827,  died  Sept.  19,  1828.  (3)  Leander,  born 

June  19,  1829,  died  Dec.  3,  1838.  (4)  Alonzo,  born 

June  12,  1831,  died  Xov.  24,  1835.  (5)  Alfred 

Phinney,  born  Sept.  5,  1832,  went  with  his  father 
to  California  in  1849,  remained,  and  died  there 
about  1870.  (6)  Sarah  Searle,  born  March  i,  1835, 
died  Xov.  ii,  1836.  (7)  Sophronia  Maria,  born 

Aug.  30,  1836.  died  Sept.  28,  1841.  (8)  Emily 

Frances,  born  March  23,  1839,  died  Xov.  i,  1898. 
She  married  (first)  June  29,  1875,  Rev.  Robert  H. 
Tozer,  and  (second)  March  26,  1894,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams Anthony  (no  children).  (9)  George  Leander, 
born  Feb.  27,  1842,  died  Sept.  15,  1894.  (10) 

Franklin  Alonzo,  born  Feb.  16,  1844,  died  April  6, 
1886.  He  married  May  30,  1867,  Hannah  Water- 
man Eddy,  and  they  had  nine  children.  He  served 
through  the  war  of  Rebellion,  (ii)  Susan  Ella, 
born  April  4,  1846,  died  Oct.  12,  1894.  (12) 

Lewis  Anthony,  born  June  2,  1848,  died  Jan.  19, 
1868.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  en- 
listing in  the  Signal  Corps  when  not  quite  sixteen 
years  old.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  volunteered 
to  serve,  under  General  Crook,  against  the  Indians 
on  the  Plains.  At  one  time  the  command,  lost  on 
the  Plains,  had  to  kill  and  eat  their  horses  and 
mules  to  prevent  starvation,  and  they  traversed 
places  where  at  that  time  no  white  man  had  ever 
been.  He  returned  home  in  December,  1865.  The 
following  year  he  united  with  Roger  Williams  F. 
B.  Church  and  entered  upon  active  Christian  work 
in  connection  with  the  church  and  city  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
He  was  a strong  and  noble  character.  He  was  book- 
keeper at  the  Weybosset  Mills,  Olney ville,  at  the 
time  he  contracted  scarlet  fever,  and  died  after  a 
brief  illness,  when  less  than  twenty  years  of  age. 

George  Waterman  was  a little  child  when  his 
father,  John  Olney  Waterman,  died,  and  was  quite 
largely  brought  up  in  the  home  of  his  uncle,  Henry 
P.  Franklin,  and  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
business  through  much  of  his  life.  Henry  Paine 
Franklin  lived  on  Westminster,  nearly  opposite 
where  Grace  Church  stands.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  to  Britannia  F.  Baxter,  in  1823,  George 
Waterman  had  charge  of  setting  up  machinery  in 
the  Merino  Mill,  which  was  built  and  owned  by  his 
brother  John  and  uncle  Henry  P.  Franklin.  Ift  the 
spring  of  1824  he  took  this  mill  as  superintendent 
and  agent,  running  it  on  shares  for  seven  or  eight 
vears  with  marked  success.  Soon  after  he  left  it 
the  Merino  Mill  burned  down  and  was  not  rebuilt 
for  a number  of  years.  Desiring  to  set  up  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  he  invested  his  savings  in  a farm 
of  300  acres  in  Johnston,  built  a big  dam  and  mill, 
put  up  farm  buildings,  laid  out  an  orchard  of 
twcl\-e  acres,  etc.  The  jirospect  for  a time  was 
bright  and  encouraging  after  these  extensive  out- 
lays, when  there  came  a period  of  “haul  times  ’ 
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which  particularly  crippled  manufacturing  interests. 
This  led  to  his  going  to  California  in  1849  w'th  his 
son  Alfred.  He  sailed  from  Bristol,  R.  I.,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1849,  in  the  ship  “Hopewell.”  It  was  a voy- 
age of  nine  months  around  Cape  Horn.  He  lived 
only  about  six  months  after  reaching  his  destina- 
tion and  died  on  the  Alukelumne  river,  California, 
April  26,  1850.  His  son-in-law,  Burrill  Arnold, 
joined  him  shortly  before.  A tombstone  stands  to 
his  memory  at  Swanpoint.  George  Waterman  was 
a man  of  high  principles  and,  sterling  character,  and 
his  tender,  thoughtful  devotion  to  his  family  was 
rare  among  men.  He  and  his  wife  Britannia  (one 
of  God's  saints  on  earth)  united  with  the  Olneyville 
Free  Baptist  Church  in  May,  1837. 

Britannia  Franklin  (Waterman)  Anthony  united 
George  and  Britannia  Franklin  (Baxter)  Water- 
man, was  born  in  Merino  Village,  Johnston,  R.  I., 
July  17,  1825.  She  married  Sept.  15,  1847,  Lewis 
Williams  Anthony,  of  Providence,  son  of  James 
and  Sarah  Porter  (Williams)  Anthony.  [A  sketch 
of  him  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.]  They  had 
eight  children  all  born  in  Providence : Edgar 

Waterman  Anthony,  born  June  20,  1848,  married 
March  27,  1878,  Clara  Dickenson  Wilder,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass,  (two  sons)  [see  under  sketch  of  Lewis 
Williams  Anthony]  ; Sarah  Britannia,  born  March 
18,  1851,  died  Feb.  5,  1865;  Kate  Jackson  was  born 
Sept.  20,  1852;  Mary  Chace,  born  Aug.  22,  1854, 
died  Aug.  28,  1855  ; Charles  Lewis,  born  Alarch  22, 
1856,  died  Leb.  9,  1859;  Abbie  Leslie,  born  Feb. 
21,  1858,  died  Sept.  2,  1865;  Alfred  Williams, 
born  Jan.  13,  i860  [Doctor  of  Divinity,  Professor, 
Author — see  under  sketch  of  Lewis  Williams  An- 
thony], married  (first)  Sept.  15,  1885,  Harriet 
Wyatt  Angell,  of  Providence,  daughter  of  John 
Wilmarth  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Stillwell)  Angell 
(four  children),  and  married  (second)  Feb.  26, 
1903,  Gertrude  Brown  Libbey,  daughter  of  Win- 
field Scott  and  Annie  E.  (Shaw)  Libbey,  of  Lewis- 
ton, Maine  (two  children)  ; George  Waterman, 
born  Jan.  12,  1863,  died  Jan.  18,  1863. 

Britannia  Franklin  (Waterman)  Anthony  united 
in  a rare  degree  sweetness  and  strength  of  charac- 
ter. The  beautiful  scriptural  description  of  a “vir- 
tuous woman’’  applies  most  fittingly  to  her.  She 
died  in  Providence,  Jan.  26,  1892,  nearly  reaching 
her  golden  wedding  anniversary.  Roger  Williams 
Hall,  the  home  of  Cobb  Divinity  School  at  Lewis- 
ton, Maine,  was  erected  to  her  memory  by  her 
husband. 

(VHI)  Franklin  Alonzo  Waterman,  son  of 
George  and  Britannia  Franklin  (Baxter)  Water- 
man, was  bom  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  Feb.  16,  1844. 
He  married  Hannah  Waterman  Eddy,  who  was 
born  July  26,  1847,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Tourtellot 
and  Eliza  Ann  (AIcGee)  Eddy,  of  Glocester,  R.  I. 
They  had  nine  children  as  follows : Hannah  Eliza- 
beth, born  July  3,  1868;  Frank  Eddy,  born  Aug.  24, 
1869,  who  married  Annie  Louise  • Alower ; Lewis 
Anthony,  who  is  mentioned  below ; Sarah  Brit- 


annia, born  Feb.  28,  1873,  who  married  James  W. 
Nagle,  now  of  Schenectady,  X.  Y.  (she  has  two 
children)  ; Emily  Frances,  born  Alay  15,  1875,  who 
died  in  1879  (all  the  above  were  born  in  Provi- 
dence, and  the  balance  in  Cranston,  ’R.  I.)  ; Alary 
Eliza,  born  Jan.  6,  1877;  Charles  Perkins,  born 
Aug.  16,  1879,  married  Laura  Crooker ; Clara 
Lima,  born  July  21,  1881  ; and  Frederick  Vinton, 
born  Alarch  9,  1883,  who  married  June  27,  1906, 
Flora  Celinda  Armstrong  (one  child). 

Franklin  Alonzo  Waterman  was  educated  in 
his  native  town,  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  in  the  high 
school  of  Providence,  attending  the  Providence 
high  school  until  the  final  year  of  the  course,  pur- 
suing up  to  that  time  the  studies  of  the  classical 
department.  As  a student  he  was  one  of  the  most 
capable  in  his  class.  Until  the  Civil  war  all  his 
plans  were  to  enter  Brown  University.  At  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  enlisted,  being  the  first  of  the 
high  school  boys  to  enlist  in  the  Civil  war,  on  Sept. 
4,  1861.  Fie  served  three  years  and  ten  months, 
being  mustered  out  July  3.  1865,  and  during  his 
service  was  in  the  ist  R.  I.  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
teries D,  E and  G.  Entering  as  a private  in  Bat- 
tery I),  Capt.  J.  Albert  A 1 unroe,  he  was  promoted 
and  was  mustered  out  as  first  lieutenant  of  Battery 
F.  He  was  second  lieutenant  in  Battery  G.  The 
following  allusion  to  Frank  A.  Waterman,  first 
lieutenant,  ist  Regiment,  R.  I.  Light  Artillery,  is 
to  be  found  in  Col.  G.  W.  Adams'  “Reminiscences 
of  Battery  G of  Rhode  Island" : “One  of  the 
officers  who  reported  to  me  for  duty,  in  the  year  of 
1864,  was  Lieut.  Frank  A.  Waterman.  He  had 
served  as  private,  corporal,  and  sergeant  in  Bat- 
tery ‘D’  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  Sept.  4, 
1861,  until  Alay  26.  1864,  at  which  time  he  was  ])ro- 
moted  to  second  lieutenant.  He  brought  with  him 
a thorough  knowledge  of  the  duties  and  drill  of 
our  arm  of  the  service,  and  very  soon  his  quiet  but 
inflexible  firmness,  his  steady  and  officer-like  bear- 
ing, placed  him  in  my  estimation  far  in  advance  of 
many  who  had  worn  their  shoulder-straps  for  a 
year  or  more.  His  fair  and  just  treatment  of  the 
men  while  performing  his  duties  as  officer  of  the 
day  was  noticeable  to  all  the  battery.  And  espe- 
cially was  he  distinguished  for  marked  coolness  and 
bravery  in  action.  His  record  in  Battery  ‘D’  is 
very  fine  and  he  added  to  it  by  great  gallantry  while 
with  us,  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek 
and  Fisher's  Hill  and  in  other  engagements.  Al- 
though the  names  of  Bloodgood,  Allen,  Perry, 
Dwight,  Corthell,  Chase,  Richard  Waterman, 
Alilne,  Hoar,  Perrin,  and  many  others  are  fresh  in 
my  memory  still  I recall  no  one  who  earned  more 
faithfully  the  reputation  of  a brave,  modest  and 
exemplary  officer  than  did  Lieut.  Frank  xA.  Water- 
man.” 

In  the  early  part  of  his  service  his  skill  as  a 
gunner  was  noted  not  merely  in  his  Battery,  but 
throughout  and  beyond  the  Regiment.  It  was 
stated  that  this  same  notable  skill  actually  hindered 
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his  advancement  for  a time,  since  no  one  could  be 
found  to  replace  him.  It  was  characteristic  of  him 
that  his  family  and  friends  heard  of  his  achieve- 
ments only  by  accident  and  through  others.  At  the 
close  of  the  war,  after  working  for  others  in  the 
line  arts  business  for  two  or  three  years,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business  on  his  own  account, 
following  it  until  his  death.  In  the  last  years  he 
had  attained  among  artists  and  connoisseurs  an  en- 
viable reputation  and  success.  Many  patrons  who 
Itreviously  had  always  turned  to  New  York  and 
Boston  in  these  lines  were  learning  that  Mr. 
Y'aterman  gave  them  even  better  satisfaction.  His 
place  of  business  was  located  on  Westminster 
street,  between  Mathewson  and  Snow.  He  kept 
his  home  in  Cranston  for  some  years,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Providence,  where  he  had  his  home  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  i\lr.  Waterman  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  his  fraternal  connection 
was  with  the  Masons,  but  he  was  not  active  in  any 
public  work,  being  of  a domestic  nature  and  retir- 
ing in  disposition.  He  was  a member  of  Slocum 
Post,  G.  .4.  R.  In  1866  he  united  with  the  Roger 
Williams  Free  Baptist  Church,  later  with  the  i\lis- 
sion  which  became  the  Greenwich  Street  I^'ree  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  then  the  Arlington  Church,  when 
his  home  was  there.  His  characteristic  faithfulness 
and  devotion  entered  into  all  his  church  and  Chris- 
tian life.  He  died  after  a few  days’  illness  of 
pneumonia,  April  6,  1886,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
Aug.  22,  1890. 

( IX)  Lewis  Anthony  M'aterman,  son  of 
Franklin  A.,  was  born  iMarcb  24,  1871,  in  Provi- 
dence. and  attended  the  Providence  high  school, 
graduating  in  189^0,  in  the  Classical  Course.  He 
entered  Brown  University  in  the  following  fall,  and 
after  the  usual  four  years  of  study  took  the  degree 
of  B.  A.  in  1894.  In  the  high  school  he  was  one 
of  those  who  received  honorable  mention  at  gradu- 
ation for  scholarship,  this  being  the  only  honor 
conferred  in  the  school.  At  the  examination  for 
entrance  into  Brown  University  he  took  three 
prizes,  for  the  following  ranking  in  a class  of  108 : 
third  in  mathematics ; second  in  Greek ; and  second 
in  French.  In  his  Junior  year  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  being  one 
of  the  eight  who  were  chosen  for  that  honor  in 
the  Junior  year;  this  membership  is  conferred  for 
scholarship.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  fraternity.  Mr.  Waterman  prosecuted 
his  professional  studies  for  one  year  in  the  Law 
Department  of  the  Boston  University,  doing  two 
years'  work  in  one  with  the  exception  of  one 
study.  The  balance  of  bis  jireparation  period 
was  sjient  in  the  law  office  of  David  S.  Baker, 
of  Providence,  and  the  last  year  he  was  with 
him  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Baker, 
McDonnell  & Waterman.  He  was  admittecl 
to  practice  at  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  1896. 
Ever  since  he  began  he  has  been  alone  in  bis  prac- 
tice, in  which  he  has  lieen  more  than  ordinarily 


successful,  winning  a large  clientage  by  his  talents 
and  devotion  to  whatever  he  undertakes.  Since 
1906  he  has  been  a member  of  WGterman,  Curran 
& Hunt.  He  is  an  associate  attorney  for  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company. 
His  principal  attention  is  concentrated  on  his  pro- 
fessional w'ork,  for  though  an  ardent  Democrat,  he 
has  taken  no  active  interest  in  politics,  except  to 
serve  as  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1907.  However,  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
Mason,  being  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No. 
I,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; of  the  Providence  Royal  Arch 
Chapter;  the  Providence  Council;  and  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  University  and 
Providence  Central  Clubs.  His  religious  connec- 
tion is  with  the  Roger  Williams  Free  Baptist 
Church,  on  Westminster  street. 

Mr.  Waterman  married  Aug.  24,  1896,  Kath- 
arine Minerva  Utter,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
Whitmarsh  (Spencer)  Utter,  and  a descendant  of 
Micah  Whitmarsh,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  Revo- 
lution. Five  children  have  been  born  to  this  union; 
Lewis  A.,  Jr.,  Katharine,  Anna,  John  Franklin  and 
IMargaret. 

(IN)  Frank  Eddy  Waterman,  son  of  Frank- 
lin Alonzo,  was  born  Aug.  24,  1869,  in  Providence, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  pursuing 
the  course  until  he  had  finished  one  year  in  the 
high  school.  Then,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  left 
school  and  never  returned  to  it.  For  a time  he 
worked  in  his  father’s  place  of  business,  and  then 
after  a trip  through  the  country  for  a few  months 
for  his  health  he  entered  the  office  of  J.  A.  Latham, 
a civil  engineer,  of  Providence,  in  1887.  He  had, 
however,  spent  the  previous  summer  vacation  in 
his  office.  After  being  in  the  office  for  two  or  three 
months  he  was  sent  out  on  his  first  field  work  job — 
the  surveying  and  grading  of  a highway  in  Crans- 
ton. He  progressed  rapidly  in  his  work.  Early  in  life, 
and  also  when  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Latham,  Mr. 
Waterman  made  a rule  for  himself  which  guarded 
him  then  and  has  ever  since,  viz. : to  do  what- 
ever he  had  to  do  in  the  very  best  way  he  knew 
how.  This,  perhaps,  has  contributed  more  than 
any  other  one  thing  to  his  success.  He  remained  in 
the  office  of  Mr.  Latham  until  1894.  when  he  estab- 
lished an  office  for  himself.  His  work  was  princi- 
pally highway  construction,  but  has  of  late  been 
along  lines  of  civil  engineering.  While  with  Mr. 
Latham  Mr.  Waterman  was  superintendent  of  the 
construction  of  the  power  station  of  the  Union 
Railroad  Company,  under  Mr.  F.  P.  Sheldon,  for 
whom  he  still  does  a large  amount  of  work.  Mr. 
Waterman’s  business  has  been  so  successful  that 
his  jiatronage  extends  over  a wide  range,  he  hav- 
ing gone  to  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  as-  far 
as  Texas  on  one  occasion.  He  now  does  most  of 
the  work  for  -Mr.  Sheldon,  the  Grosvenordale  Com- 
pany of  Grosvenordale,  Conn.,  and  for  the  Butler 
Asylum,  and  their  continued  patronage  is  the  high- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1581 


est  compliment  he  could  receive.  In  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  work  he  employs  from  seven  to  eleven 
men.  Mr.  Waterman  is  in  every  sense  a self-made 
man.  Ambitious  in  spite  of  his  early  drawback  of 
ill  health,  he  has  persevered  and  forged  steadily 
ahead  until  he  enjoys  high  standing  in  his  profes- 
sion as  well  as  the  more  material  side  of  success. 
Mr.  Waterman  is  independent  in  politics.  Fratern- 
ally he  is  a member  of  Nested  Lodge,  No.  37,  A. 

F.  & A.  M.,  of  the  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, and  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  identified  with 
the  church  of  the  family,  the  Roger  Williams  Free 
Baptist  Church  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Waterman  married  Annie  Louise  Mower, 
and  four  children  blessed  this  union : Louise  Sea- 
verns,  born  Feb.  17,  1897;  Frances  Eddy,  June  10, 
1899;  Marion  Bruce,  Jan.  8,  1902;  and  Frank 
Mower,  Jan.  21,  1904. 

(VII)  James  Franklin  Waterman,  son  of 
John  Olney  and  Sally  (Franklin)  Waterman,  was 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  June  27,  1795.  He  mar- 
ried May  23,  1821,  Polly  Pickering,  who  was  born 
in  Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  March  31,  1803, 
daughter  of  Jotham  and  Elsa  Pickering.  He 
resided  in  Providence  and  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and 
Herrick,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  until  1854,  when  he 
removed  to  New  London,  Wis.,  and  settled  there. 
In  1883  he  moved  to  Marion  county,  Kans.,  with 
his  son  Charles.  Here  his  wife  died  in  November, 
1883,  and  on  Feb.  12,  1892,  his  own  death  occurred. 
He  was  nearly  ninety-seven  years  old  and  retained 
his  bodily  and  mental  vigor  to  a remarkable  degree. 
In  his  last  years  his  broad,  clear  mental  grasp  of 
life  and  events  was  unusual,  hrom  early  life  he 
was  an  earnest,  zealous  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  had  ten  children:  (i)  Maria,  born  in 
Herrick,  Pa.,  April  3,  1823,  died  at  Johnston,  R.  L, 
Nov.  2,  1827.  (2)  Henry  F.,  born  in  Herrick,  Pa., 

April  5,  1824,  died  at  Johnston,  R.  I.,  Oct.  25, 
1827.  (3)  Emeline,  born  in  Herrick,  Pa.,  Aug.  22, 

1826,  died  at  Honesdale,  Pa.,  June  15,  1853.  She 
was  married  Jan.  16,  1847,  O Addison  C.  Harding, 
of  Herrick,  Pa.,  and  had  three  children.  (4)  James 
Pickering,  born  at  Johnston,  R.  I.,  April  3,  1829, 
served  in  the  Civil  war.  He  died  Sept.  19,  1864, 
in  hospital  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  of  disease  contracted 
while  serving  in  the  trenches  before  Atlanta,  Ga. 
He  married  Aug.  2,  i860,  Agnes  Stewart,  of  New' 
London,  Wis.  She  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland. 
(5)  Charles  Franklin,  born  in  Herrick,  Pa.,  Oct.  9, 
1831,  married  June  3,  1856,  Sarah  E.  Messenger, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  (Belcher)  Mes- 
senger, of  Thompson,  Pa.  They  settled  in  New 
London,  Wis.,  but  removed  in  1883  to  Marion 
county,  Kans.  They  had  no  children.  (6)  Jane 
Elizabeth,  born  in  Herrick,  Pa.,  June  30,  1833, 
married  Jan.  27,  1853,  Francis  Orson  Messenger, 
son  of  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  (Belcher)  IMessen- 
ger,  of  Thompson,  Pa.  They  early  removed  to 
New  London,  Wis.,  and  settled  there.  They  had 
ten  children : Emma  E.,  Delbert  Franklin,  Mabelle 


V.,  Ida  F.  and  Ada  E.  (twins),  Stella  J.,  Earl  C., 
Helen  Britannia,  Lewis  Waterman  and  Lomis  Wil- 
merton  (twins).  (7)  Syrena  H.,  born  in  Herrick, 
Pa.,  Jan.  25,  1835,  died  at  Herrick,  Feb.  10,  1835. 
(8)  Polly  Caroline,  born  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  June 
25,  1839,  died  at  Johnston,  Feb.  12,  1840.  (9) 

Mary  Frances,  born  in  Olneyville,  K.  1.,  July  29, 
1841,  married  Jan.  24,  1864,  Calvin  L.  Hale,  born 
in  Vernon,  Conn.,  son  of  Clement  and  Marenda 
(Bidwell)  Hale.  They  lived  in  New  London, 
Wis.,  till  1877,  when  they  removed  to  Peabody, 
Kans.  They  had  three  children : Grace  E.,  Lulu  M. 
and  Mary  Frances.  (10)  Albert  Alonzo,  born  at 
Herrick,  Pa.,  May  6,  1844,  died  at  New  London, 
Wis.,  Feb.  27,  1857. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter  of  James 
Franklin  Waterman  gives  something  of  his 
mother’s  family,  the  Franklins:  “My  mother  [Sally 
(Franklin)  Waterman]  had  three  brothers,  .James, 
Benjamin  and  Henry  Pain.  Uncle  James  Franklin 
was  a sailor,  his  home  was  in  Providence  and  his 
wife  was  Lucy  Lippet  [spelling  incorrect?].  They 
left  no  children.  Uncle  Benjamin  was  a sailor,  and 
I suppose  resided  in  Nantucket  and  married  his 
wife  there.  Her  name  was  Jemima  Swain.  He 
was  lost  at  sea.  It  was  supposed  the  ship 
foundered  and  sunk  with  all  the  crew,  as  nothing 
was  ever  heard  of  them.” 

COL.  SMITH  BOSWORTH,  prominent  in 
municipal  and  business  affairs  in  Providence  in 
the  early  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  was  born 
in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Oct.  28,  1781,  son  of  Peleg 
and  Polly  (Smith)  Bosworth.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  very  limited,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
was  apprenticed  to  Joseph  Haile,  of  Providence,  to 
learn  the  mason’s  trade.  After  serving  his  time, 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Asa  Bosworth, 
and  for  many  years  they  conducted  an  extensive 
business  in  Providence.  During  this  time  he  built 
many  of  the  beautiful  homes  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  and  also  a number  of  public  buildings, 
among  the  latter  being  St.  John’s  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  on  North  iMain  street,  and  the  Bene- 
ficent Congregational  Church,  on  Broad  street.  In 
1814  he  built  the  mills  of  the  Providence  Dyeing, 
Bleaching  & Calendering  Company,  on  Sabin 
street,  and  on  March  16,  1816,  he  was  appointed 
agent  for  that  company,  which  position  he  occupied 
until  1835,  when  he  relinquished  the  agency,  but 
continued  in  the  employ  of  the  company  as  superin- 
tendent or  general  outside  manager  until  1841.  The 
business  was  prosperous  from  its  inception,  and  un- 
der Col.  Bosworth’s  management  it  developed  into 
the  largest  and  most  flourishing  establishment  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States.  Through  his  con- 
nection with  this  Company  Colonel  Bosworth  be- 
came widely  known  among  business  men,  and  ac- 
quired a reputation  which  contributed  largely  to 
its  success. 

Colonel  Bosworth  was  active  in  town  affairs. 
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long-  before  the  incorporation  of  Providence  as  a 
city,  and  he  held  many  town  offices.  After  it  be- 
came a city  he  was  a member  of  the  hoard  of  Fire 
Wards,  aiul  chief  engineer  of  the  Fire  Department. 
As  street  commissioner  he  had  much  to  do  with 
the  laying  out  of  many  of  the  city  streets.  For 
many  years  he  was  colonel  of  the  Rhode  Island 
militia,"  and  he  directed  the  erection  of  the  earth- 
works on  Fox  Point  Hill  in  1812.  He  served  as 
captain  of  the  City  Guards  during  the  Dorr  war. 
Late  in  life  he  united  with  Beneficent  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  was  a Mason,  belonging  to  St. 
John’s  Lodge. 

On  Jan.  31,  1805,  Colonel  Bosworth  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Tripp,  born  Oct.  6,  1785,  daughter  of 
Othniel  and  Sarah  Tripp,  of  Swansea,  Mass. ; she 
survived  her  husband  three  years,  and  died  Nov. 
13,  i8C)0,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Their  children 
wlere:  Thomas  T.,  Mary  Smith,  Joseph  Haile 

(who  married  i\lary  Easton,  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Elizabeth  Rousmaniere,  of  Newport),  Charles  H. 
Smith,  Sarah  T.,  Ann  Sophia,  Frances  Eleanor  and 
Susan  J.  (who  married  John  O.  Waterman,  a 
prominent  manufacturer  of  Warren,  R.  1.).  Col- 
onel Bosworth  was  an  exceedingly  generous  man, 
and  his  kindness  and  his  justice  won  for  him  the 
love  and  good  will  of  his  fellow  citizens,  as  his  up- 
right life  gained  their  respect  and  esteem.  He  died 
i\larch  9,  1857,  in  Providence. 

WIXSOR.  From  the  time  of  the  settlement  of 
Providence  to  the  present  day  representatives  of  the 
Winsor  family  have  been  foremost  in  the  different 
localities  in  Rhode  Island  wherein  they  have  re- 
sided. A very  prominent  branch  of  the  family  is 
that  which  is  located  in  Smithfield,  and  it  is  well 
represented  by  Nicholas  Steere  Winsor,  a banker 
and  a foremost  citizen  of  the  town,  son  of  the  late 
William  Winsor,  himself  a man  of  substance,  and 
long  an  honored  citizen  of  the  community.  Still 
a third  member  of  the  family  of  conspicuous  abil- 
ity was  Nicholas  Steere  Winsor,  uncle  of  William 
Winsor,  who  was  for  a period  of  twenty-three  years 
cashier  of  the  bank  at  Greenville.  He  was  followed 
by  his  nephew  William,  who  served  for  fifty  years, 
until  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Nicholas  S.,  the 
present  incumbent  of  the  office,  the  position  having 
been  held  by  a member  of  the  family  since  1822, 
an  almost  unparalleled  period,  covering  eighty-six 
years. 

The  family  can  be  traced  to  Robert  Windsor, 
a descendant  of  Lord  Edward  ^\'indsor  and  a 
knight  of  inlluence,  who  about  1520,  in  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  \T11.,  raised  an  army  to  defentl  a 
monastery  against  the  power  of  the  Protestants. 
Robert  \Vindsor  had  a son  Samuel,  after  whom  in 
successive  generations  came  John,  Samuel  (2)  and 
Joshua.  This  Joshua  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
emigrate  to  America. 

(I)  Joshua  Winsor  (who  dropped  the  “d” 
after  coming  to  America),  a native  of  the  borough 


of  Windsor,  was  the  ancestor  of  those  bearing  the 
name  in  Rhode  Island.  It  is  claimed  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Roger  \\  illiams  party  that  came  to 
Providence,  and  in  1638  he  was  one  of  the  thirteen 
signers  in  Providence  agreeing  to  a compact  “for 
the  public  good”;  while  later,  July  27,  1640,  he  and 
thirty-eight  others  signed  an  agreement  for  a form 
of  government.  He  died  in  1679.  Joshua  Winsor 
was  the  father  of  the  following  children ; Samuel ; 
Sarah,  who  married  a ]Mr.  Tyler;  Susannah,  who 
married  a Mr.  Turner;  and  iMary,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Carey. 

(11  j Samuel  Winsor,  born  in  1644,  son  of 
Joshua,  died  Sept.  19,  1705.  He  married  Jan.  2, 
1677,  Mrs.  Mercy  (Williams)  Waterman,  widow 
of  Resolved  Waterman,  and  daughter  of  Roger 
Williams.  She  was  born  July  15,  1640,  and  died 
Sept.  19,  1705,  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Rev.  Samuel,  born  Nov.  18,  1677;  Hannah, 
who  married  Daniel  Angell ; and  Rev.  Joshua,  born 
March  (or  May)  25,  1682. 

(HI)  Rev.  JosJuia  Winsor  was  born  May  (or 
March)  25,  1682,  and  died  Oct.  10,  1752.  He  was 
for  some  time  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Smithfield.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Barker,  of 
Newport,  R.  1.,  who  was  born  March  13,  1678,  and 
died  Dec.  30,  1718.  She  was  mother  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Sarah,  born  April  18,  1703,  who 
married  Othniel  Mathewson,  and  died  in  1808; 
Joshua,  born  Oct.  27,  1707,  who  died  Dec.  23, 
1796;  Samuel,  born  Nov.  17  (or  7),  1712;  Susan- 
nah, born  June  19,  1715,  who  married  Daniel 
Smith  and  was  the  great-great-grandmother,  in  the 
maternal  line,  of  the  late  Henry  Esek  Smith,  of 
Enfield;  and  Alary,  born  Dec.  18,  1718,  who  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Smith.  V 

For  his  second  wife  Rev.  Joshua  Winsor  mar- 
ried Deborah  Harding,  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, April  18,  1703,  and  died  July  24,  1780.  The 
children  of  this  union  were : Abraham,  born  Oct. 
4,  1720;  and  John,  born  March  2,  1723,  who  died 
in  1806. 

(IV  ) Escp  Samuel  Winsor,  born  in  Smithfield, 
Nov.  7 (or  17),  1712,  married  June  17,  1741, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Smith.  Elizabeth 
Smith  was  born  June  5,  1717,  and  died  Aug.  20, 
1791.  Esq.  Samuel  died  Dec.  25,  1800.  One  child 
was  born  to  them,  William,  March  15,  1743. 

(V)  William  Winsor,  born  March  15,  1743, 
married  Nov.  19,  1761,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel Whipple.  William  Winsor  died  March  10, 
1820.  Abigail,  his  wife,  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1740, 
in  Gloce^er.  R.  ^1..  and  died  March  5,  1820. 

Their  cl'nTdrai,  the  first  five  of  whom  were  born  in 
Smithfield,  were:  Duty,  borii  July  30,  1762,  is 
mentioned  below;  Ira,  born  Oct.  17,  1764,  died 
April  19,  1819;  Nicholas,  born  March  4,  1767,  died 
Aug.  20,  1797;  Mary,  born  Dec.  28,  1769,  married 
Abram  Smith;  Obed,  born  Jan.  9,  1773,  died  Jan. 
16,  1776;  Elizabeth,  born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Sept. 
8,  1775,  married  Ebenezer  Peck;  Samuel  W.,  born 


I 

1 

\ 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1583 


in  Rehoboth,  Hass.,  Nov.  16,  1778,  died  in  1859; 
William,  born  in  Rebobotb,  Oct.  18,  1783,  died 
Nov.  7,  1785. 

(V'l)  Duty  Winsor,  born  in  Smitbfield,  R.  L, 
July  30,  1762,  died  March  5,  1837.  He  married 
(first)  Abigail,  daughter  of  Jonas  Steere,  of  Glo- 
cester,  R.  I.  She  was  born  Sept.  17,  1761,  and  died 
Jan.  5,  1804.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Al- 
sie,  daughter  of  Rev.  Edward  Mitchell.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  first  wife  were : William,  born  Feb. 
23,  1786,  who  died  Jan.  4,  1815,  unmarried;  Asa, 
born  Sept.  29,  1788;  and  Nicholas  Steere,  born 
Oct.  10,  1797.  The  children  by  the  second  wife 
were:  Elizabeth,  born  March  21,  1809,  who  mar- 
ried Jesse  Merriam ; Abby,  born  July  4,  1810,  who 
married  Lyman  Ross ; Ann,  born  jan.  23,  1812,  who 
died  unmarried,  being  killed  by  the  cars ; Phebe, 
born  Sept,  ii,  1713,  who  married  Stephen  Angell ; 
Mary,  born  July  4,  1815,  who  married  Tillinghast 
Winsor,  and  resided  in  Scituate ; and  Edward,  born 
Dec.  27,  1817. 

(VII)  Nicholas  Steere  Winsor,  son  of  Duty 
and  Abigail  (Steere)  Winsor,  was  born  Oct.  10, 
1797,  in  Smithfield,  and  received, a good  sound  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Leicester 
Academy  in  Massachusetts.  He  then  taught  school 
for  several  years,  at  one  time  being  principal  of  the 
Greenville  Academy,  then  a popular  and  well- 
known  school.  In  1822  Mr.  Winsor  became  cash- 
ier of  the  Smithfield  Exchange  Bank  and  held  that 
position  until  1845,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to 
New  York.  There  he  became  bookkeeper  and  cor- 
responding clerk  in  the  banking  office  of  his  broth- 
er-in-law, Amasa  S.  Eoster,  remaining  there  until 
1861,  when  he  removed  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  twenty  years  as  manager  of  his  father-in- 
law’s  farm.  In  1881  he  returned  to  Greenville  and 
there  lived  retired  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Feb.  15,  1885.  His  remains  lie  in  a private  ceme- 
tery on  the  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  Nicholas 
S.  Winsor,  near  Greenville.  Mr.  Winsor  served  as 
a director  in  the  bank  and  was  a stockholder  from 
the  time  of  its  organization.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  but  took  no  interest  in  party  affairs  be- 
yond the  casting  of  his  vote.  In  1820,  under  Gov. 
Nehemiah  Knight,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  of 
the  6th  Regiment  of  the  2d  Rhode  Island  Brigade, 
and  held  that  position  when  it  was  ordered  out  in 
the  Dorr  war.  He  was  a prominent  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  but  he  cared  more  for  the 
inner  circle  of  his  own  domestic  hearth  than  for  all 
these,  and  he  was  much  devoted  to  his  home  and 
family. 

Mr.  Winsor  was  married  Nov.  13,  1831.  to 
Elizabeth  S.  Foster,  born  Dec.  19.  1806,  daughter 
of  William  Foster.  Mrs.  Winsor  died  in  February, 
1842.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children:  El- 
len, born  Sept.  28,  1832,  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  21,  1848.  Josephine  E.,  born  April  17,  1837, 
died  Dec.  20,  1904,  unmarried,  at  Smithfield,  R.  I. ; 
Miss  Winsor  was  much  interested  in  genealogical 


research,  as  was  her  father,  and  they  collected 
much  data  pertaining  to  the  Winsor  family.  Wil- 
liam H.,  born  April  19,  1839,  died  in  July,  1840. 
Frederick  E.,  born  Aug.  27,  1840,  died  Sept.  3, 
1842.  [The  portrait  of  Mr.  Winsor  which  ap- 
pears herewith  has  been  produced  with  the  co- 
operation of  his  namesake  and  grand-nephew, 
Nicholas  S.  Winsor.] 

(VII)  Asa  Winsor,  elder  brother  of  Nicholas 
S.  Winsor,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1788,  in  Smithfield, 
and  resided  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  grand- 
son, Nicholas  S.  Winsor.  Asa  Wdnsor  followed 
farming  and  civil  engineering  and  was  a very  well- 
known  man  in  that  line  of  work  through  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  being  especially  skillful  in 
the  execution  of  plats.  He  was  a sound  business  man, 
of  splendid  judgment,  and  was  frecpiently  called 
upon  to  settle  estates  and  also  drew  up  many  wills, 
while  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  He  died  Nov.  16,  1870. 

Asa  Winsor  married  Elizabeth  Eoster,  who 
was  born  March  5,  1782,  and  who  died  July  14, 
1857.  Their  children  were:  Eliza  Turner,  born 
Dec.  4,  1814,  who  married  Henry  F.  Jenckes,  and 
died  Alarch  8,  1888,  leaving  one  son,  Henry  F. 
Jenckes,  of  Smithfield;  Emily  A.  F.,  born  April 
27^  1816,  who  died  unmarried.  May  27,  1849;  Wil- 
liam, born  Nov.  12,  1819;  Ethelbert,  born  Oct.  19, 
1821,  who  died  unmarried  May  26,  1899;  John 
born  May  14,  1823,  who  married  Rachel  iMathew- 
son,  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
killed  at  Manassas,  Va.,  Aug.  ii,  1863;  and  Rich- 
mond, born  Aug.  19,  1828,  who  was  a broker,  re- 
sided in  New  York,  and  died  Aug.  ii,  1863,  leav- 
ing one  son,  William  T. 

(V'HI)  William  Win.sor,  son  of  Asa  Winsor, 
was  one  of  the  substantial  and  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  Smithfield  and  one  whose  death 
was  a severe  loss  to  the  town.  He  was  born  Nov. 
12,  1819,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  boy,  at- 
tending the  district  school  and  the  Smithfield  Semi- 
nary, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1842.  He 
taught  school  for  one  or  two  terms,  and  in  March, 
1845,  entered  the  Smithfield  Exchange  Bank  as  a 
clerk.  In  July  of  that  year  he  succeeded  his  uncle, 
Nicholas  S.  Winsor,  who  had  held  the  office  of 
cashier  from  1822,  and  he  continued  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  1895,  when  he  resigned,  after  a period 
of  service  in  that  position  of  fifty  years.  Mr.  W’in- 
sor  also  became  treasurer  of  the  Smithfield  Savings 
Bank  when  it  was  organized,  in  1872,  and  held  that 
position  until  his  death,  May  20,  1904.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  responsibilities  he  acted  as  treasurer 
of  the  town  of  Smithfield  from  the  time  of  the  di- 
vision of  the  town  in  1872  until  1885.  In  his  politi- 
cal faith  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican. 

Mr.  Winsor  united  with  the  First  Free  Baptist 
Church  of  Smithfield  April  4,  1858,  having  been 
converted  under  the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev. 
Richard  Woodworth,  and  from  1872  until  his  death 
he  .served  as  a trustee  of  the  church,  and  was  also 
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frequently  made  a delegate  to  the  general  confer- 
ences. 

On  April  11,  1844,  iNlr.  \\’insor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Harriet  Seria,  daughter  of  Elisha 
and  Esther  (Appleby)  Steere,  of  Smithtield.  Mrs. 
Winsor  was  born  Jan.  14,  1823,  and  died  Sept.  5, 
1900.  .Mr.  and  iMrs.  W insor  were  both  buried  in 
the  private  cemetery  on  the  farm.  They  had  one 
son  that  reached  maturity,  Nicholas  Steere,  born 
May  15,  1865. 

W illiam  \\  insor  \vas  a kind-hearted,  liberal 
man,  and  was  ever  ready  with  his  means  to  assist 
any  worthy  cause,  and  many  were  his  deeds  of 
charity  that  never  became  known,  while  those  that 
did  were  made  known  through  the  recipients  only. 
He  was  always  much  interested  in  education  and 
was  a liberal  contributor  to  different  educational 
institutions,  among  them  Bates  and  Storer  Col- 
leges. When  the  Lapham  Institute  was  in  financial 
difficulties  he  purchased  the  buildings  and  supported 
the  institution  himself  for  some  time.  iMr.  W'in- 
sor  was  a very  successful  man  in  the  truest  sense, 
for  he  not  only  left  a large  estate  but  the  more 
priceless  heritage  of  a name  unsullied.  His  mem- 
ory will  ever  be  most  pleasantly  recalled  by  those 
who  were  numbered  among  his  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. 

(IX)  NTchol.vs  Steere  WTnsor,  son  of  Wil- 
liam Winsor,  was  born  in  the  house  he  occupies, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  school  and 
in  Mowry  & Goft’s  English  and  Classical  School, 
at  Providence.  After  leaving  school,  in  1886,  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  bank  at  Smithfield,  later  be- 
coming assistant  cashier.  Upon  the  resignation  of 
his  father  in  1895  he  succeeded  him  as  cashier  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank,  and  upon  his  death, 
in  1904,  as  treasurer  of  the  Smithfield  Savings 
Bank,  in  which  capacities  he  is  now  serving.  Both 
of  these  institutions  are  very  sound  and  flourish- 
ing, the  savings  bank  having  deposits  of  nearly 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  is  a most 
creditable  showing  for  an  institution  in  a small  vil- 
lage, several  miles  from  a railroad.  Mr.  Winsor 
also  owns  and  conducts  a large  farm,  in  connection 
with  which  he  has  an  extensive  milk  route  as  well 
as  a large  ice  business. 

Mr.  Winsor  is  a very  popular  man  in  his  lo- 
cality and  holds  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
acc[uaintances  to  a remarkable  degree.  Pie  has 
been  very  frequently  called  upon  to  settle  estates, 
some  of  them  (piite  large.  Pie  is  very  courteous, 
accommodating,  public-s])irited  and  charitable. 
Republican  in  i)olitics,  he  has  no  desire  for  offfcial 
honors.  In  1888  he  united  with  the  Free  Baptist 
Church,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  its 
treasurer. 

P1()RACE  COOK.  I'he  Cooks  belong  to  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  New  Phigiand.  'Phe  first 
of  the  name  in  America  was  (I)  \Valter  Cook,  who 


was  at  M’eymouth,  IMass.,  as  early  as  1642,  and 
who  died  Jan.  5,  1685,  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  was  the  father  of  eight  children. 

(11)  Deacon  Nicholas  Cook,  son  of  Walter,  was 
born  P'eb.  9,  1660,  and  was  twice  married,  (first) 
to  Jobanna  Rockett,  and  (second)  to  Mehitable 
Staples. 

(HI)  Nicholas  Cook,  son  of  Deacon  Nicholas, 
was  born  June  10,  1687,  and  was  married  in  1715  to 
Elizabeth  Staples,  who  died  in  Ballingham,  IViarch 
3,  1788,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  the  mother 
of  twelve  children. 

(IV’)  Nathaniel  Cook,  eldest  of  the  children  of 
Nicholas,  born  Sept.  15,  1718,  made  his  home 
in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  where  he  was  Deacon  of  the 
Six  P^rinciple  Church.  He  was  married  Jan. 
27,  1741,  to  Martha  Ballou,  born  Oct.  6,  1720, 
daughter  of  James  Ballou,  to  which  union  eleven 
children  were  born. 

(V)  Ariel  Cook,  son  of  Deacon  Nathaniel,  was 
born  Oct.  15,  1749,  and  lived  on  the  homestead  on 
Wrentham  Road,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  not 
far  from  the  Ballou  Meeting  House.  He  was  also 
a deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  married 
P'eb.  20,  1772,  to  Dorcas  \\  hippie,  who  was  known 
as  “Aunt  Dorcas,”  and  wdio  died  Dec.  24,  1839,  at 
the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  died  June  18,  1803, 
the  father  of  nine  children. 

(\’I)  Ariel  Cook  (2),  son  of  Ariel,  was  born 
Jan.  20,  1781,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where 
he  w^as  married  Sept.  10,  1809,  lo  Eliza  G.  Sabiii, 
daughter  of  John  Sabin  of  Newport.  Their  chil- 
dren were : George,  Albert,  John,  Edmund  L., 
Charles,  Aim  Eliza,  Horace,  Ariel  Lindsey,  Re- 
becca, Maria,  Ellen  P'.  and  Joshua  S. 

(VH)  Horace  Cook,  son  of  Ariel  and  Eliza  G. 
(Sabin)  Cook,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
Cumberland,  Nov.  16,  1821,  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  grew 
to  manhood  on  the  farm,  remaining  at  home  to 
work  in  his  father's  mill  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  when  in  1842  he  started  in  business  for 
himself  at  Cumberland  Hill.  He  had  borrowed 
$100  from  his  father,  for  w’hich  he  gave  his  note, 
and  with  that  capital  he  began  in  the  grocery  line. 
He  laid  the  foundations  of  a successful  career 
there,  but  wdtbin  a few  years  moved  to  Woon- 
socket, opened  a grocery  store  on  Main  street,  and 
there  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  that  business.  He  retired 
from  the  grocery  in  1868.  In  May,  1868,  he  formed 
the  Woonsocket  Iron  P'oundry  Company,  having 
for  partners  Simeon  S.  and  Benedict  M.  Cook.  He 
then  became,  in  November,  1868,  one  of  the  organ- 
izers, with  William  PI.  Stafford,  of  the  Union  Wor- 
sted Company.  He  next  formed  a partnership 
with  Simeon  S.  Cook  and  others  as  the  Cook  Wor- 
sted Comjiany  for  the  manufacturing  of  woolen 
yarn,  their  mill  being  located  near  the  depot  at 
Waterford.  This  mill  business  did  not  prove  a 
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success,  and  he  retired  from  it  in  1882.  In  1884 
he  again  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  at  the 
“Social  Store,”  and  very  speedily  got  it  on  a firm 
basis. 

Horace  Cook  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Julia,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Polly  Cook,  and 
niece  of  the  late  Levi  L.  Cook,  the  well-known 
millionaire,  who  died  in  Minneapolis  in  1904.  Mrs. 
Cook  was  born  in  1823  and  died  in  1895,  surviving 
her  husband  some  years.  A devoted  wife  and 
mother,  she  had  a family  of  seven  children,  namely : 
Roswell,  born  Oct.  28,  1846,  died  Aug.  3,  1847 ; 
Eva  G.,  born  July  i,  1849,  June  18,  1903;  Ed- 
ward, born  Feb.  8,  1851,  died  Aug.  7,  1852;  Hosea 
Ballou,  born  Nov.  ii,  1855,  married  and  had  three 
children,  Ralph  Emerson  (born  May  19,  1889), 
Elmer  Ballou  (born  Jan.  i,  1891)  and  Mildred 
Cora  (born  June  22,  1893)  ; Austin  Sabin,  born 
Aug.  18,  1858;  Clara  Lincoln,  born  May  i,  i860; 
and  Horace  Ariel,  born  Feb.  2,  1863. 

On  March  16,  1886,  while  in  his  store,  iMr. 
Cook  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  was  carried  to 
his  home,  where  two  days  later  he  passed  away, 
surrounded  by  his  devoted  wife  and  children.  He 
died  March  18,  1886,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  Oak 
Hill  Cemetery.  His  pall-bearers,  all  lifelong  friends, 
and  all  since  passed  to  their  reward,  were  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Cole,  Hon.  L.  W.  Ballou,  Hon. 
O.  J.  Rathbun,  R.  O.  Cooke,  George  C. 
Wilder  and  A.  D.  Vose.  Mr.  Cook  was 
a man  well  known  and  highly  respected.  He  was 
noted  for  his  integrity,  honesty  and  square  business 
dealings,  and  he  died  as  he  had  lived,  an  honest 
Christian,  beloved  in  his  home  and  honored  by  all 
men.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  as  was  his  wife.  For  several  lears  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  assessors  of  Woonsocket,  he 
also  served  as  a member  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  that  town.  He  was  a director  of  the  Woon- 
socket Gas  Company,  also  director  of  the  People’s 
Savings  Bank,  and  the  First  National  Bank.  He 
took  a deep  interest  in  Woonsocket  and  her  insti- 
tutions. As  an  evidence  of  his  high  honesty  he 
was  appointed  as  administrator  and  executor  of 
numerous  estates.  He  belonged  to  the  WMon- 
socket  Grocers’  Association,  and  the  following  res- 
olutions were  passed  by  that  body  at  the  time  of 
his  death ; 

“Where.vs,  It  has  pleased  the  Divine  Ruler  to 
remove  our  friend  and  associate,  Horace  Cook, 
from  our  midst, 

“Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  mourn  his  loss 
from  our  association,  and  shall  sadly  miss  his  wise 
counsel  and  sound  wisdom  from  our  meetings. 

“Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympa- 
thies to  the  wife  and  family  of  our  deceased  friend 
in  this,  their  hour  of  tried  deep  affliction,  and  com- 
mend them  for  consolation  to  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  for  the  best  and  whose  chastisements  are 
meant  in  mercy. 

“Resolved,  That  the  testimonial  of  our  sympath- 
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ies  and  sorrows  be  presented  to  his  family  and  pub- 
lished in  the  evening  Reporter.” 

“R.  Barnett, 
“Committee.” 

(VHI)  Austin  Sabin  Cook,  son  of  Hor- 
ace Cook,  was  born  in  Cumberland  in  that  part 
now  known  as  Woonsocket,  Aug.  18,  1858,  and 
there  attended  the  public  and  high  school,  leaving 
the  latter  to  accept  a position  as  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Woonsocket  Rubber  Company,  where  he 
spent  one  year.  He  then  accepted  a position  with 
the  Social  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he  spent 
fifteen  years,  for  several  of  which  he  was  head  of 
the  office  force.  He  resigned  to  enter  business  for 
himself,  forming,  ]\Iarch  i,  1892,  a partnership 
with  i\lr.  F.  B.  Weeks,  and  they  became  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
The  Rhode  Island  Furniture  Company.  This  was 
continued  for  a period  of  five  years,  when  in  Oc- 
tober, 1896,  Mr.  Weeks  withdrew  from  the  busi- 
ness, which  was  then  being  conducted  under  the 
name  of  Austin  S.  Cook  & Company,  furniture 
dealers,  Mr.  Cook  being  the  sole  member  of  the 
firm.  On  May  l,  1906,  the  concern  was  made  a 
joint  stock  company,  incorporated  under  the  State 
laws  with  a capital  stock  of  $100,000.  Mr.  Cook 
is  president  and  treasurer ; Mr.  Eugene  S.  Hemen- 
way,  of  Boston,  vice-president;  and  Mr.  Walter  D. 
Peck,  secretary  and  manager.  Several  new 
lines  have  been  introduced,  including  the  Edi- 
son phonograph  instruments  and  records,  sewing 
machines,  typewriters,  etc.  His  careful  business 
methods  and  good  executive  ability,  coupled  with 
his  genial  manner,  have  been  important  factors  in 
the  upbuilding  of  a successful  business,  and  his 
store,  which  is  situated  on  Main  street,  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  State. 

Twice  married,  Mr.  Cook  was  first  united  to 
Miss  Martha  Sheldon,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Shel- 
don, of  San  Francisco.  Mrs.  Cook  was  born  in 
San  Francisco  Feb.  25,  1863,  and  died  Jan.  13, 
1897,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Oak  Hill  Ceme- 
tery. By  this  marriage  there  were  three  children, 
viz.:  Eleanor  Sheldon,  horn  Sept.  13,  1890,  died 
Sept.  16,  1890;  Sheldon  Austin,  born  July  2,  1893, 
died  Aug.  12,  1893;  and  Austin  Sabin  2d,  born 
Jan.  12,  1897,  died  Jan.  13,  1897.  For  his  second 
wife  i\Ir.  Cook  married  Miss  Adele  LeBar,  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  son  and 
one  daughter,  Dorothy,  born  March  16,  1903 ; and 
Charles  Roswell,  born  Aug.  ii,  1905.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  are  attendants  of  the  Universalist 
Church. 

Mr.  Cook  is  president  of  the  Woonsocket  In-  ‘ 
stitute  for  Savings,  a director  of  the  People’s  Sav- 
ings Bank;  and  was  a member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  Oak  Hill  Cemetery.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  was  for  two  years  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  town  committee,  tie  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Utter  a member  of  his 


1586 


RHODE  ISLAND 


personal  staff,  in  1905,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel, 
serving  for  the  two  years  of  Gov.  Utter's  incum- 
bency. Col.  Cook  is  a member  of  the  Morning 
Star  Lodge  No.  13,  A.  F.  & A.  jM.,  Woonsocket; 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  5,  Woonsocket;  Woon- 
socket Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  No.  4; 
\\'oonsocket  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  No. 
24.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  N.  E.  O.  P.,  of 
Woonsocket. 

SABIN.  (I)  William  Sabin,  the  progenitor  of 
the  Sabin  family  in  America,  appeared  in  Rehoboth, 
i\lass.,  at  the  organization  of  the  town  in  1643. 
When  he  came  to  America  is  not  known,  but  tradi- 
tion says  he  came  from  Wales  or  the  south  of  Eng- 
land, where  he  had  found  refuge  from  religious 
persecution  in  France.  He  was  a Huguenot  and 
a man  of  considerable  wealth  and  culture,  as  shown 
by  his  estate,  and  gifts  for  the  relieving  of  wants 
of  those  who  suffered  from  the  ravages  of  the 
Indians.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of 
Rehoboth  in  schools,  churches  and  affairs  with 
I’lymouth.  He  died  in  1687.  His  will  was  made 
June  4,  1683,  and  was  probated  in  Boston  July  17, 
1687.  He  married  twice,  but  his  first  wife’s  name 
is  not  known.  His  second  wife  was  Martha  Allen, 
daughter  of  James  and  Anna  Allen,  of 
INledford,  Mass.  By  the  first  marriage  were 
born  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Joseph,  Benjamin  and 
Ashemael. 

(II)  Benjamin  Sabin,  son  of  William,  was  born 
in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  May  3,  1645.  Le  married 
Sarah  Parker,  and  their  children  were : Sarah, 
Nehemiah,  Patience,  Jeremiah,  Experience,  Ste- 
phen and  Timothy. 

(III)  Timothy  Sabin,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  ( Parker  J Sabin,  was  born  in  1694  in  Wood- 
stock,  Conn.  He  married  iNIartha  Johnson  for  his 
first  wife,  and  Experience  Houghton,  widow  of 
William  Houghton,  for  his  second.  His  eight  chil- 
<lren  were:  Huldah,  Nathaniel,  Timothy,  Ichabod, 
JMartha,  Israel,  Daniel  and  Sarah. 

tIV)  Timothy  Sabin,  son  of  Timothy  and 
^lartha  (Johnson)  Sabin,  was  l)orn  Oct.  i,  1723. 
He  married  Rebecca  Ashton. 

(V)  John  Sabin,  son  of  Timothy  and  Rebecca 
(Ashton)  Sabin,  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov. 
15,  1737,  married  (first)  Sally  Dyer,  born  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  April  22,  1760.  "He  married  (second) 
Susan  Adams,  and  (third)  I'reelove  Luther.  To 
John  and  Sally  (Dyer)  Sabin  were  born  children  as 
follows : Reliecca  .Vshton,  born  in  Providence,  Eeb. 
5.  1783;  Ann  H.,  July  24,  1785;  Joshua  Ashton, 
l)ec.  1,  1788;  Eliza  Godfrey  (grandmother  of 
.■\ustin  S.  Cook,  of  Woonsocket),  Nov.  18,  1790; 
Sally  Dyer,  March  2,  1793;  Mary  Godfrey,  Nov. 
28,  1795  ; and  Jolin  Dyer,  Jan.  31,  1800. 

HlfNRY  CI..\V  STEVEN.S.  In  the  person- 
age of  the  venerable  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  article  is  represented  Newport’s  oldest 


banker,  not  only  in  point  of  service  but  in  age  as 
well.  Although  he  has  nearly  reached  the  age  of 
four-score  years  Mr.  Stevens  is  still  the  active 
cashier  of  the  Newport  National  Bank,  the  oldest 
bank  in  Newport,  which  honored  position  he  has 
held  continuously  since  January,  1852,  a period 
covering  fifty-six  years  of  service  in  that  capacity, 
and  in  all  these  years  he  has  filled  this  position  with 
efficiency  and  faithfulness.  Mr.  Stevens  is  the 
worthy  representative  of  a time-honored  family, 
members  of  which  have  in  past  years  also  been 
prominent  in  the  annals  of  Newport. 

Since  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century 
there  have  resided  in  Newport  families  bearing  the 
name  of  Stevens  or  Stephens.  One  John  Stevens, 
of  Newport,  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony 
in  (May,  1708,  and  John  Stevens,  Jr.,  in  May,  1726. 
Thomas  Stevens,  of  Newport,  was  admitted  a free- 
man of  the  Colony  in  May,  1716,  and  Thomas 
Stevens,  Jr.,  in  April,  1723.  George  Stevens,  of 
Newport,  was  admitted  a freeman  in  May,  1731. 

Arnold’s  vital  statistics  of  Rhode  Island  shows 
that  Nicholas  and  Rachel  Stevens  had  a son,  John, 
born  April  30,  1725  ; that  Robert  Stevens  married 
Sept.  21,  1738,  Anstress  Elizabeth  Wignel,  and 
that  their  children  were : IMary,  John,  Robert  and 
Robert  (2).  Then  follows  the  family  of  William 
and  Ann  Stevens,  and  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Stevens. 
There  are  several  families  residing  in  Newport 
bearing  the  name  of  Stevens,  and  in  all  probability 
they  are  all  descendants  of  the  same  progenitor, 
John  Stevens,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  3d  Com- 
pany at  Newport,  having  been  appointed  a lieutenant 
by  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  May,  1735.  From  this 
Lieut.  John  Stevens,  who  was  no  doubt  the  first 
John  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  the  lineage  of 
Henry  Clay  Stevens  is  through  John  Stevens  (2), 
John  (3),  and  William  Stevens. 

John  Stevens  (3),  the  grandfather  of  Henry 
Clay  Stevens,  was  a stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  for 
a number  of  years  operated  a stone-yard  in  New- 
port, where  he  was  an  honored  and  respected  citi- 
zen. He  married  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  their  chil- 
dren were : James ; John,  who  married  Susan 
Brightman ; William ; Philip,  who  married  Pris- 
cilla Bradford  Norman ; and  Mary,  who  married 
Edward  Stanhope. 

William  Stevens,  son  of  John  (3),  and  the 
father  of  our  honored  subject,  was  born  Dec.  17, 
1788,  in  Newport,  and  died  there  Dec.  21,  1864. 
By  occupation  a painter,  he  followed  that  trade  in 
Newport  for  many  years,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
contracting  in  the  same  line  for  a number  of  years, 
in  his  younger  days  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Underwood  & Stevens,  and  later  under  his  own 
name.  Mr.  Stevens  was  for  a number  of  years  a 
director  of  the  Newport  National  Bank,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Island  Ceme- 
tery Company.  Fraternally  he  was  a member  of 
.St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of 
New])ort  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M.,  being  treasurer 
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thereof  for  several  years.  In  political  sentiment 
Mr.  Stevens  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  as  such 
served  his  native  town  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  for  a period  of  two  terms.  He  was  a 
regular  attendant  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  gave 
liberally  to  the  support  of  the  same.  Mr.  Stevens 
married  Elizabeth  Williams,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Earl)  Williams,  of  Newport,  and  this  un- 
ion was  blessed  with  children  as  follows:  John, 
who  died  young;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Simeon 
Hazard,  of  Newport,  where  they  both  died ; Wil- 
liam, a clerk  in  the  Metropolitan  Bank  of  New 
York,  who  died  aged  about  fifty-five  years,  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ( he  married  Melvina  Gardner, 
of  Wickford,  R.  I.)  ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Albert 
A.  Wilbur,  of  Newport,  where  they  both  died;  Sa- 
rah Jane,  who  died  unmarried,  aged  seventy  years ; 
Henry  Clay,  our  subject;  and  Edwin  and  Albert, 
who  both  died  young.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren survived  the  father  but  a few  months,  passing 
away  in  Newport,  May  21,  1866,  honored  and  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  her  as  a devoted  wife  and 
loving  mother. 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the  Newport 
Daily  Nen^s  of  Dec.  22,  1864,  announcing  the  death 
of  William  Stevens,  Esq. : “It  is  our  painful  duty 
to  record  the  sudden  demise  of  William  Stevens, 
one  of  our  oldest  and  most  valued  citizens.  He 
died  yesterday  at  half-past  one  o’clock.  Not  long 
after  the  hour  of  dinner  he  complained  of  pain  in 
his  side  in  the  region  of  his  heart,  and  while  med- 
ical alleviates  were  being  applied  he  died.  The  de- 
ceased was  seventy-six  years  old  on  Saturday  last, 
and,  as  has  been  his  custom  for  years  past,  he  had 
gathered  around  him  on  that  day,  in  a family  re- 
union, all  his  children,  who  last  of  all  thought  that 
it  would  be  his  last  day,  or  that  he  would  so  soon 
and  suddenly  pass  away.  Mr.  Stevens  was  a man 
•of  great  integrity  of  character,  and,  although  pos- 
sessed of  great  firmness,  was  afifable  and  kind  in 
all  his  associations.  He  served  in  the  city  council 
as  an  alderman  from  the  ward  in  which  he  lived 
soon  after  the  city  charter  was  adopted.  For  sev- 
eral years  past  he  was  retired  from  business, 
having  been  during  the  first  portion  of  his  life  a 
leading  business  man  in  the  city,  in  the  vocation 
of  a painter.  He  has  passed  away  at  an  age  be- 
yond that  usually  allotted  to  man  and  his  memory 
will  be  cherished  not  only  by  those  who  are  near 
and  dear  to  him,  and  who  knew  him  best,  but  also 
by  the  entire  community,  of  which  he  was  for  so 
many  years  so  respectable  a member.” 

Henry  Clay  Stevens,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
review,  was  born  June  13,  1830,  in  Newport,  and 
received  his  early  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city.  Completing  his  studies 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  then  became  a clerk 
in  the  Newport  National  Bank,  which  is  the  oldest 
financial  institution  in  Newport,  having  been  in- 
■corporated  in  1803.  He  remained  in  this  capacity 
until  January,  1852,  when,  upon  the  death  of 
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Stephen  Cahoone,  who  had  been  cashier  of  the 
bank,  Mr.  Stevens  was  elected  to  that  position, 
which  he  has  since  continued  to  fill  with  efficiency 
and  faithfulness,  and  his  long  and  continued  career 
as  a banker  has  caused  him  to  become  recognized 
as  an  authority  on  all  financial  questions.  Besides 
being  cashier  of  this  bank  he  has  also  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a director  of  this  old-estab- 
lished institution. 

Mr.  Stevens’s  ability  and  trustworthiness  have 
been  recognized  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  he  has 
been  frequently  called  upon  to  fill  various  positions 
of  trust  and  honor.  He  has  been  for  a number  of 
years  a trustee  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Newport, 
being  the  oldest  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
in  point  of  service.  He  is  also  a trustee  of  the 
Island  Cemetery  Company,  and  has  been  secretary 
and  treasurer  thereof  since  1868.  In  political  sen- 
timent Mr.  Stevens  is  a stalwart  Republican,  giv- 
ing his  loyal  support  to  assist  his  party.  In 
school  and  educational  matters  he  has  taken  a very 
great  interest,  and  has  served  as  a school  commis- 
sioner for  a number  of  years.  Mr.  Stevens  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  devout  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Channing  Memorial  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  treasurer  and  a trustee  for  nearly  twenty-five 
years.  Mrs.  Stevens  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
church,  and  charitable  and  benevolent  in  all  things, 
in  such  work  always  finding  a helpmate  in  her  hus- 
band. 

On  Dec.  i,  1853,  Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in 
marriage  to  iMiss  Abby  A.  Knights,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass.,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Coles- 
worthy) Knights,  and  to  this  venerable  couple,  who 
have  had  a married  life  of  nearly  fifty-five  years, 
have  been  born  the  following  children:  (i)  Henry 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months.  (2)  Henry  C., 
Jr.,  born  April  30,  1858,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  Rogers  high  school 
in  his  native  city,  after  which  he  entered  the  New- 
port National  Bank  under  his  father,  and  is  now  as- 
sistant cashier.  He  married  Miss  Louise  Muenchin- 
ger,  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  G.  Muenchinger, 
of  Newport,  and  they  have  three  children,  Pauline, 
Charles  Henry  and  Earl  Knights.  (3)  Edward 
Knights,  born  July  5,  i860,  was  graduated  from 
the  Rogers  high  school  and  then  entered  Harvard 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  is  teacher  of  German, 
Latin  and  higher  mathematics  in  the  Rogers  high 
school,  of  Newport.  (4)  William,  born  June  28, 
1868,  was  graduated  from  the  Rogers  high  school, 
and  is  now  teller  of  the  Newport  National  Bank 
under  his  father.  He  married  Miss  Ada  Cothell, 
of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  they  have  two  children, 
William  Borden  and  Edward.  (5)  John  Williams, 
born  Sept.  12,  1872,  died  young. 

On  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  married  life, 
in  December,  1903,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  cele- 
brated their  Golden  Wedding  in  a very  befitting 
manner,  and  were  the  recipients  of  many  pleasing 
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and  gratifying  expressions  of  good-will  from  their 
numerous  friends  and  acquaintances  in  honor  of 
the  occasion.  Referring  to  this  event  one  of  the 
Newport  papers  said;  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  C. 
Stevens  observed  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage  on  Tuesday  last,  receiving  their  friends 
during  the  afternoon  at  their  residence  on  Wash- 
ington Square,  and  during  the  evening  at  the  Chan- 
ning  Alemorial  Church  parlors.  Both  their  home 
and  the  church  parlors  were  handsomely  decorated 
for  the  occasion,  and  arranged  in  delightful  fashion, 
around  the  rooms  being  hosts  of  flowers,  the  gifts 
of  their  many  friends.  There  were  many  callers 
to  extend  their  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stevens  upon  reaching  the  fiftieth  mile-stone  of 
their  wedded  life  and  to  hope  for  a long  continu- 
ance of  their  happiness.  Among  the  guests  were 
a number  from  out  of  town,  and  there  were  many 
messages  received  from  far-away  friends  who  were 
unable  to  be  present  in  person.  At  the  evening  re- 
ception all  of  the  guests  were  requested  to  write 
their  names  in  a souvenir  album,  which  was  after- 
ward presented  to  INIr.  and  ]\Irs.  Stevens,  Rev.  A. 
P.  Reccord  making  the  presentation  address.” 

In  a citizen  the  type  of  which  Mr.  Stevens  rep- 
resents every  community  takes  an  especial  pride. 
Straightforward  and  upright  in  all  things,  chari- 
table and  benevolent  to  the  fellowman  who  may  be 
less  fortunate  than  he,  always  alive  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  native  city  and  ever  ready  to  lend 
his  assistance  to  all  objects  which  have  for  their 
existence  the  betterment  and  advancement  of  the 
city,  Mr.  Stevens  has  won  for  himself  an  honored 
and  highly  respected  place  in  the  city  of  his  birth, 
where  his  exemplary  and  useful  life  has  been  spent. 

HORACE  SMITH  STEERE,  one  of  the  ven- 
erable and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  (llo- 
cester,  residing  on  the  Snake  Hill  road  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  town,  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  numerous  families  of  the 
town. 

John  . Steere,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this 
family,  came  from  England  and  was  of  record  in 
Providence  in  1660,  when  he  bought  land.  Horace 
S.  Steere  traces  his  lineage  down  through  Samuel, 
son  of  John,  Jonah,  Deacon  Asa  and  Job.  The  late 
Henry  Jonah  Steere  of  Providence  was  a grandson 
of  Deacon  Asa  and  a cousin  of  Horace  S. 

Job  Steere,  the  father  of  Horace  Smith,  was 
born  Nov.  16,  1798,  in  Glocester.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  trade  of  car])enter,  and  he  was  a well 
known  man  in  that  line  of  work,  at  one  time  em- 
ploying a large  number  of  men  and  apprentices. 
When  he  reached  the  age  of  fifty  years  he  retired 
from  carpentering,  and  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  farming  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his 
son,  and  there  he  died  Oct.  23,  1874.  His  remains 
lie  in  the  cemetery  on  Acotes  Hill,  at  Chepachet. 
He  was  an  industrious  man.  and  a good  mechanic, 
honest  and  upright  in  all  of  his  business  dealings. 


In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  but  later  a Republi- 
can. He  married  April  3,  1825,  Amey  Ann  Smith, 
born  March  i,  17^,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1876, 
daughter  of  Area  Smith',  and  the  children  of  this 
union  were:  Horace  S.,  born  Dec.  i,  1826;  and 
Herbert  A.,  born  April  12,  1843,  died  March  22, 
1848. 

Horace  Smith  Steere  was  born  at  his  present 
home,  and  he  obtained  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  with  one  term  at  Lapham  Institute  at 
North  Scituate.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  also 
learning  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
for  several  years,  but  he  later  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  farming,  successfully  continuing  as 
manager  of  the  property  until  a few  years  ago, 
when,  because  of  advancing  age,  he  turned  over 
operations  to  his  son.  Job.  During  his  long  and 
active  life  Mr.  Steere  has  been  constantly  improv- 
ing the  farm,  and,  with  its  new  modern  residence, 
it  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  locality.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  has  never  consented  to  be 
presented  as  a candidate  for  public  office.  He  is 
a stanch  advocate  of  temperance. 

Mr.  Steere  was  married  Jan.  i,  1849, 
village  of  Danielson,  Conn.,  to  Marietta  Walker, 
born  Eeb.  i,  1821,  in  Scituate,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Sebra  (Yeaw)  Walker.  Mrs.  Steere 
began  teaching  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
and  for  many  years  was  a successful  educator  in 
the  towns  of  Scituate,  Poster  and  Glocester.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steere  have  been  born  children  as 
follows:  (i)  Herbert  A.,  born  Jan.  31,  1850,  was 
married  Oct.  22,  1873,  Maria  B.,  daughter  of 
Colwell  Steere.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  17, 
1874,  he  was  an  employe  of  L.  D.  Anthony  & Co., 
dry  goods  dealers  of  Providence,  and  was  a most 
trustworthy,  capable  and  faithful  employe.  His 
widow  passed  away  April  4,  1877.  (2)  Henry  A., 

born  May  12,  1851,  was  employed  in  the  livery 
business  at  Harrisville,  and  there  died  Dec.  27, 
1878,  unmarried.  (3)  Mary  Ellen,  born  Aug.  15, 
1853,  Feb.  23,  1854.  (4)  Horace  Walker,  born 
Nov.  I,  1854,  is  a successful  jewelry  manufacturer 
of  Providence,  and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Arnold 
& Steere.  He  married  (first)  Oct.  31,  1875,  Ella 
M.  Butler,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Herbert  A.,  and 
(second)  Hattie  H.  Hanna,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
(5)  Helen  M.,  born  April  3,  1856,  graduated  in 
the  pioneer  class  of  the  Rhode  Island  Normal 
school,  was  a school  teacher  in  Glocester,  and  died 
March  18,  1880.  (6)  Ada  A.,  born  April  6,  1857, 

died  Dec.  22,  1864.  (7)  Jonah,  born  Oct.  5,  18^8, 

left  home  when  a young  man,  and  after  following, 
different  occupations  finally  engaged  in  business 
with  marked  success  at  Gillespie,  111.,  and  there 
died  Dec.  13,  1903,  unmarried.  (8)  Sebra  M., 
born  Dec.  28,  i860,  died  Dec.  26,  1864.  (9)  Job 

born  Jan.  25,  1862,  is  mentioned  below.  (10) 
Fred,  a traveling  man,  born  June  30,  1863,  was 
married  July  26,  1888,  to  Sarah  Garrett,  who  is 
now  deceased. 
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Horace  Smith  Steere  is  one  of  the  successful  residence  was  built,  and  the  grounds  tastefully  laid 
mess  men  of  Glocester.  He  has  worked  out.  During  his  pastorate  in  1884  the  church  at 
hard  throughout  his  life,  and  he  now  is  enjoying  Narragansett  Pier  was  built.  From  189^  to  iqoo 
the  fruits  of  his  labors.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  Father  Burns  was  pastor.  He  was  born  in  Boston 

Mass.,  graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School 
and  practiced  law  for  five  years.  He  then  joined 
the  Paulist  order,  with  which  he  preached  for  five 
years,  and  for  seven  years  was  at  the  Providence 
Cathedral  and  seven  years  in  Wakefield. 

Rev.  Edward  Raftery  was  born  at  Milford, 
Mass.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He 
He  was  married  Feb.  24,  1892,  to  Myra  B.  Smith,  graduated  from  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  and  en- 
tered Holy  Cross  College,  from  which  he  graduated 
m 1883.  Going  to  the  Tyrol,  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Innsbruck,  graduating  in  1886,  and  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  there.  Father  Raftery 
was  connected  with  the  Cathedral  in  Providence 
until  the  year  1900.  when  he  became  pastor  of  the 
St.  Francis  Church,  Wakefield.  During  1905-06 
the  St.  Philomena  church  at  Narragansett  Pier  was 
built  by  him. 

In  the  last  census  564  souls  were  members  of 


He  and  his  estimable  wife 

are  highly  esteemed. 

Job  Steere,  born  Jan.  25,  1862,  is  a farmer 
and  stock  dealer,  and  resides  near  the  homestead. 
He  has  been  successful  in  business,  and  has  been 
prominent  in  town  afifairs,  being  now  a member  of 
the  town  council,  and  he  has  represented  the  town 
for  two  terms  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 


and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons : Bernon, 
born  Sept.  20,  1894;  Osmond,  born  Jan.  ii,  1896. 

REV.  EDWARD  RAFTERY.  As  the  parish 
priest  is  the  leader  of  his  people  in  spiritual,  moral 
and  intellectual  affairs,  and  is  also  the  financier  of 
his  church,  to  Rev.  Edward  Raftery  must  be  given 
the  credit  for  the  excellent  condition  of  St.  Francis 
parish,  in  South  Kingstown,  and  in  this  connection 
a brief  history  of  this  parish  is  worthy  of  preserva 


tion.  Before  the  year  1852  very  few  members  of  parish.  During  Father  Raftery’s  pas 

the  Catholic  Church  were  known  to  settle  within  the  church  has  been  renovated,  the  arrange- 

the  bounds  of  South  Kingstown.  About  that  time  „ 


the  first  visit  of  a Catholic  priest  to  that  locality 
took  place.  The  priest.  Father  Tucker,  assembled 
in  the  house  then  known  as  the  Walker  house,  at 
Peace  Dale,  the  few  Catholic  families  residing  in 
the  neighborhood,  to  be  present  at  the  first  mass 
ever  celebrated  in  the  town. 

By  the  efforts  of  Vlr.  John  O’Reilly,  a well 
known  Catholic  resident,  regular  visits  were  made 
subsequently  to  the  place  by  Father  Lenehen,  who 
resided  at  East  Greenwich.  Occasionally  services 
were  held  at  Mr.  O’Reilly's  house,  and  at  other 
times  in  the  building  known  as  Willard’s  Hall,  near 
Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  in  Wakefield.  Several  other 
priests  from  neighboring  parishes  paid  visits  to  the 
place  at  long  intervals,  without  having  any  fixed 
place  for  worship  until  1854,  when,  by  the  gener- 
osity of  Mr.  Stephen  Wright,  the  Catholic  residents 
obtained  a lot  of  land  located  on  High  street,  on 
which  they  erected  a small  church  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Father  Lenehen.  The  little  congregation 
gradually  increased  in  numbers,  and  in  i860,  when 
the  Baptist  church  erected  by  Mr.  Wright  on  High 
street  was  offered  for  sale,  they  purchased  it  as 
being  of  sufficient  size  and  more  commodious  than 
that  erected  by  themselves.  From  the  year  i860 
Father  Sherry  regularly  visited  the  congregation 
from  Westerly,  where  he  resided.  In  1870  Father 
Kane  took  charge  and  attended  Wakefield  up  to 
1873.  being  followed  by  Father  Halligan,  who  had 
charge  until  1879,  when  the  villages  of  Wakefield, 
Peace  Dale  and  Narragansett  Pier,  with  Carolina 
and  Plainville  as  missions,  were  formed  into  a par- 
ish and  Rev.  William  McCombe  appointed  as  res- 
ident pastor.  In  1882  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
F.  Tuite,  under  whose  direction  the  interior  of  the 
church  was  renovated  and  beautified,  a new  pastoral 


ment  of  the  aisles  changed,  giving  a wide  center 
aisle,  and  two  side  aisles,  a new  sanctuary 
added^  and  the  walls  redecorated.  The  par- 
ish is  in  good  financial  condition,  being 
free  from  debt.  Father  Raftery  is  greatly 
beloved  by  his  people.  A whole-souled,  cultured 
gentleman,  he  is  to  them  a kindly  father  who  re- 
joices with  them  in  their  joys  and  consoles  them  in 
times  of  sorrow. 

HON.  JAMES  ALBERT  NORTHUP,  sena- 
tor from  the  town  of  Narragansett,  R.  I.,  and  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizens 
of  that  place,  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  May 
19,  1847. 

William  W.  Northup,  his  father,  was  a black- 
smith by  trade,  but  followed  farming  most  of  his 
life  in  South  Kingstown.  He  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  Vincent  Gardiner  of  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and 
to  them  were  born  : Abby  is  the  widow  of  George 
N.  Greene,  of  North  Kingstown,  and  now  resides 
at  Potter  Hill,  R.  I. ; John  W.  and  William  W.  are 
residents  of  Allenton ; James  Albert  is  mentioned 
below. 

Senator  James  Albert  Northup  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  early  school  days  in  South  Kingstown. 
In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  work  on  a coast- 
ing vessel  for  five  years,  and  since  1879  be  has 
been  engaged  in  farming.  For  four  years  he  was 
on  the  Sprague  farm,  nine  years  on  the  Dillon  farm, 
and  since  1893  he  has  resided  on  the  “Point  Farm” 
in  Narragansett,  from  which  is  obtained  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  views  of  Narragansett  Bay  and  the 
ocean.  Senator  Northup  has  been  active  in  politics 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  assessors  in  the  days  when  Narragansett 
was  still  a district ; was  a member  of  the  town  conn- 
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cil  of  Narragansett  for  about  eight  years,  and  was 
the  second  senator  elected  from  Narragansett  and 
the  first  Republican  senator  from  that  town.  In 
the  Senate  he  is  a member  of  the  committees  on 
Agriculture  and  Special  Legislation. 

On  iNIarch  8,  1868,  Senator  Northup  was  mar- 
ried, in  North  Kingstown,  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  T.  Harvey,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
children  as  follows : Adelbert  I.,  who  married 
Caroline  A.  Teft't ; Ralph  H.,  who  married  Alary  E. 
Oakley,  and  has  one  daughter,  Helen  L. ; James 
Lester,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  ; 
Mary  H.,  who  is  married  to  F.  T.  Elwell,  and  has 
three  children,  Anna  J.,  Lester  N.  and  Elsie  Louise; 
Nina  M. ; Ellen  Y. ; and  Jennie  L.  Senator  Northup 
is  a member  of  Charity  Lodge,  A.  O.  \J.  W. 

SHEDD  (Providence  family).  Among  the 
early  immigrants  to  the  American  Colonies  was  a 
family  bearing  the  name  of  Shed — as  then  spelled, 
but  in  the  later  spelling  of  which  another  “d" 
was  used.  One  Daniel  Shed  appeared  at  Brain- 
tree, but  as  early  as  1659  had  located  in  Billerica, 
Mass.,  where  he  purchased  an  “original  right.”  Air. 
Shed  became  the  owner  of  several  tracts  of  land 
there.  He  was  twice  married,  the  Christian  names 
of  his  wives  being  Alary  and  Elizabeth,  respec- 
tively, one  of  them  likely  a daughter  of  John  Gur- 
ney, whom  he  called  father.  His  wife  Elizabeth 
died  Jan.  17,  1699-1700.  He  died  July  27,  1708. 
His  children  were  Alary,  Daniel,  Hannah,  John, 
Elizabeth,  Zachariah,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Susan,  Eunice 
and  Nathan.  The  last  named,  who  was  born  Feb. 
5,  1668-69,  married  Alary,  daughter  of  John 
French,  and  of  their  children,  who  were  Nathan, 
Alary,  John,  Ruth,  Daniel,  Priscilla,  William,  Abi- 
gail and  Elizabeth,  Nathan  and  Daniel  removed  to 
Tewksbury,  Alass.  Of  these  Nathan,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  1695,  married,  in  1717,  Hannah  Shed, 
and  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  1703,  married  a 
woman  whose  Christian  name  was  Rebecca. 

Tewksbury,  Alass.,  was  for  generations  the 
home  of  the  Providence  (R.  I.)  family  of  Shedds, 
with  which  this  article  is  to  deal.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  family  of  Hon.  Joel  Herbert  Shedd, 
A.  AI.,  who  is,  practically  speaking,  the  father  of 
the  waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  of  Provi- 
dence and  who  until  lately  was  in  active  identity 
with  them,  holding  the  position  of  consulting  engi- 
neer, and  who  through  the  nearly  forty  years  of 
connection  with  these  internal  improvements  of  the 
city  has  been  the  responsible  head  for  an  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  eight  millions  of  money.  His  eminence 
as  a civil  engineer  has  reached  beyond  city,  State  and 
country  limits,  extending  to  European  cities.  And 
here,  too,  in  Providence  and  elsewhere  through 
New  England  has  figured  and  continues  to  figure 
prominently  in  the  same  line  of  work  as  a consult- 
ing civil  engineer  Air.  Edward  AA’hitten  Shedd,  a 


graduate  of  Brown  University,  and  a son  of  the 
elder  Shedd  just  alluded  to. 

As  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  the  family  home 
of  the  forefathers  of  Air.  J.  Herbert  Shedd  for  gen- 
erations was  in  Tewksbury,  Alass.,  the  earlier  gen- 
erations following  agricultural  pursuits.  His  great- 
grandfather, his  grandfather  and  father  all  bore 
the  Christian  name  of  Joel.  His  grandfather,  Joel 
Shedd,  married  a Bailey,  and  they  were  farming 
people  of  the  town  of  Tewksbury,  rearing  a large 
family.  Joel  Shedd,  the  father  of  J.  Herbert  Shedd, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Tewksbury,  bred  to  the 
trade  of  a carriage  manufacturer,  an  occupation  he 
followed  himself  as  a manufacturer  at  Bridgewater, 
Mass.,  of  which  town  he  was  a resident  for  many 
years.  He  was  of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind  and 
became  skillful  in  mechanical  lines.  His  genius  in 
this  line  brought  out  various  devices  to  facilitate 
work  in  carriage-building.  “Shedd’s  Blind  F'ast,” 
brought  out  by  Air.  Shedd,  became  widely  known 
through  its  almost  universal  use,  becoming  of  so 
great  demand  as  to  warrant  its  inventor  in  making 
its  manufacture  a specialty  and  leading  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  carriage-making  business  and  the  re- 
moval of  Air.  Shedd,  perhaps  for  better  facilities, 
to  the  town  of  Waltham.  Alass.  The  manufacture 
of  this  article  brought  to  Air.  Shedd  prosperity,  giv- 
ing him  a comfortable  competence,  and  as  well 
some  notoriety  and  fame. 

During  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Bridgewa- 
ter Joel  Shedd  was  one  of  its  leading  men  and  citi- 
zens. He  took  an  active  interest  and  performed 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  He  was 
a prominent  member  of  the  Church  of  the  New 
Jerusalem,  Swedenborgian,  one  of  the  largest 
church  organizations  there. 

Air.  Shedd  was  married,  at  Bridgewater,  Alass., 
to  Eliza  Edson,  who  was  born  in  1809,  daughter  of 
Noah  and  Keziah  (Howard)  Edson,  and  who  died 
at  Waltham  at  the  advanced  age  of  more  than 
ninety-six  years  in  the  full  possession  of  all  her 
faculties,  in  October,  1905.  Of  the  eight  children 
who  blessed  this  union  Air.  Joel  Herbert  Shedd  of 
Providence  is  the  eldest  and  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. One  of  the  sons,  the  late  George  F.  Shedd,  of 
Waltham,  Alass.,  a manufacturer  of  engines  and 
machinery,  inherited  the  mechanical  turn  and 
genius  of  his  father,  as  did  several  of  the  latter’s 
sons,  one  of  whom,  George  G.  Shedd,  is  a civil  en- 
gineer at  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 

Joel  Herbert  Shedd,  A.  AI.,  son  of  Joel  and 
Eliza  (Edson)  Shedd,  was  born  Alay  31,  1834,  in 
the  town  of  Pepperell,  Alass.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Alassachusetts  and  at 
the  Bridgewater  Academy,  and  also  studied  under 
private  instructors.  He  began  his  preparation  for 
the  profession  of  civil  engineering  in  1850  in  the 
office  of  a prominent  civil  engineer  in  Boston,  pur- 
suing a three  years’  course  of  study.  On  the  com- 
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pletion  of  his  studies  he  established  him- 
self in  his  profession  in  Boston.  His  first 
work  as  an  independent  engineer  was  in 
railroad  location  and  construction  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  after  which,  in  1856,  he 
opened  an  office  in  Boston,  making  a specialty  of 
drainage  and  of  hydraulic  and  sanitary  engineer- 
ing. In  i860  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  John  A. 
Andrew  a commissioner  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
Concord  and  Sudbury  rivers.  He  designed  many 
important  waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  for 
cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts.  In  1866  he  was 
invited  to  Providence  to  make  an  examination  rela- 
tive to  a public  water  supply,  on  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  two  years.  He  was  also  employed  to  de- 
sign a plan  of  sewerage  for  the  Brook  street  dis- 
trict, which  was  the  first  step  in  a comprehensive 
plan  for  the  entire  city.  In  1869  he  removed  to 
Providence,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Here,  as 
chief  engineer,  he  began  the  construction  of  the  wa- 
terworks for  the  city  which  were  put  in  partial 
operation  Nov.  18,  1871,  though  construction  con- 
tinued until  1877.  In  1874  he  reported  a general 
sewerage  plan  for  the  entire  city,  which  some  few 
years  ago  was  still  under  construction,  and  for  a 
time  he  was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the 
waterworks  and  sewers  conjointly.  The  wateiwoiks 
were  constructed  at  a cost  of  $4,500,000,  and  every 
element  of  these  works  was  studied  fundamentally. 
Nothing  was  copied  and  extensions  since  have  cost 
only  a little  less  than  another  million  of  money. 
They  have  been  much  referred  to,  and  have  an 
European  reputation.  He  has  executed  many  other 
engineering  works  in  the  cities  of  New  England 
and  the  Middle  States,  as  well  as  for  the  United 
States  Government,  and,  as  stated,  in  the  States  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  He  was  the  chief 
engineer  in  the  development  of  the  Androscoggin 
river  at  Rumford  Falls,  Maine,  where  he  trans- 
formed a wild  and  waste  territory  into  a prosperous 
manufacturing  point,  by  the  system  of  dams  which 
furnish  42,000  horsepower  for  the  operating  of  the 
large  paper-mills  there.  This  work  Mr.  Shedd  be- 
gan in  1884,  the  project  being  financed  by  Boston 
parties.  He  is  still  the  engineer  for  this  project. 
Mr.  Shedd  also  engineered  the  construction  of  the 
dams  at  Otis  Falls,  Maine,  and  the  Great  halls 
works  on  the  Kennebec  river  in  Maine.  Another  of 
his  very  important,  interesting  and  also  extremely 
skillful  pieces  of  engineering  is  in  the  construcfion 
of  a hydraulic  compressed-air  plant  on  the  Qume- 
baug  river,  near  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  by  the  way, 
this^’Korwich  plant  is  the  largest  in  the  world  and 
the  second  to  be  constructed.  The  compressed  air 
for  use  in  the  plant  is  piped  to  Norwich,  and  is 
there  used  for  various  purposes,  but  cbiefiy  for 
power.  For  description  and  detail  of  use  of  com- 
pressed air  as  used  in  the  plant  just  alluded  to  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Shedd 
(1905)  on  “Hydraulic  Compressed  Air  in  Connec- 


ticut,” which  is  a reprint  from  the  “Journal  of  the 
New  England  Water  Works  Association,”  Vol. 
XIX,  No.  I. 

“Mr.  Shedd,”  says  Appleton's  Cyclopaedia  of 
American  Biography,  “has  probably  done  more  to 
improve  the  quality  of  American  hydraulic  cements 
than  any  other  engineer,  both  by  the  rigidity  of  his 
demands  and  by  his  careful  testing  of  the  material. 
He  has  been  frequently  called  on  to  testify  on  engi- 
neering matters  in  court,  and  he  has  contributed 
largely  to  professional  journals.  Among  his  ar- 
ticles are  the  section  on  ‘Rain  and  Drainage’  in 
French’s  ‘Farm  Drainage’  (New  York,  1859)  ; 
‘Essay  on  Drainage’  (Boston,  1859)  ; ‘Reports  on 
Ventilation’  '(1864);  ‘Roads’  (1865);  ‘Water 
Works’  (1868-69);  ‘Sewerage’  (1874-84). 

The  latter  include  reports  to  many  of  the  principal 
cities  of  New  England.” 

Engineer  Shedd  was  elected  a member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  iir  1869,  and 
was  chairman  of  its  sub-committee  on  sewerage 
and  sanitary  engineering  at  the  World’s  Fair  in 
Philadelphia  in  1876.  In  1877,  the  main  work  of 
construction  of  the  Providence  waterworks  being 
completed,  he  resigned  his  position  and  resumed 
general  practice,  opening  an  office  in  Providence  in 
addition  to  the  office  which  he  still  retained  in  Bos- 
ton. In  1878  he  passed  some  time  in  Europe  in  the 
study  of  many  important  engineering  works,  espe- 
cially those  of  irrigation  and  sewerage  disposal. 
He  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  State  Harbor 
Commission  in  1876,  a relation  he  has  since  sus- 
tained. He  designed  an  extensive  system  of  harbor 
improvement  which  was  executed  by  the  United 
States  Government.  i\lr.  Shedd  was  chairman  of 
the  Rhode  Island  section  of  the  joint  commission 
for  determining  the  State  boundary  between  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  and  also  chairman  of  the 
joint  commission  of  those  States  for  establishing 
encroachment  lines  in  Pawcatuck  river  and  Little 
Narragansett  bay. 

On  IMay  i,  1890,  Mr.  Shedd  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  city  engineer  of  the  city  of  Providence,  a 
position  he  retained  until  May  3,  1897,  at  which  time 
he  received  the  appointment  of  consulting  engineer 
and  sustained  that  relation  until  the  completion  of 
the  construction  of  his  system  of  sewerage  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  Mr.  Shedd  during  his  long 
connection  with  the  waterworks  and  sewerage  sys- 
tems of  Providence  was  the  responsible  head  for 
the  expenditure  of  vast  sums  of  money,  in  the  use 
of  which  his  integrity  and  wise  judgment  were 
never  questioned.  The  total  cost  of  the  water- 
works construction  to  1877  was  $4,903,669.22.  and 
the  total  cost  of  sewerage  construction  to  the  same 
time  was  $1,485,712.79.  Large  extensions  were 
thereafter  made  in  both  systems,  and  under  Mr. 
Shedd’s  direction,  the  extension  to  the  waterworks 
involving  an  expenditure  of  $969,122.69,  and  to  the 
sewer  $4,084,520.92.  In  addition  to  these  exten- 
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sions  the  work  uj^on  the  ‘'Improved  Sewerage 
Systems/’  which  was  mainly  a completion  of  the 
original  design,  was  begun  in  1890,  and  the  ex- 
penditure upon  this  extension  to  1897  was  $2,788,- 
220.09. 

Mr.  Shedd  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
IVovidence  Commercial  Club  and  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  of  the  New 
England  Meteorological  Society,  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Water  Works  Association,  of  the  Worcester 
County  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  of  the  State 
Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  and  various 
other  organizations,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  He 
was  commissioner  from  Rhode  Island  to  the 
World's  Eair  in  Paris  in  1878.  Brown  L’niversity 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Shedd  the  honorary  degree 
of  A.  M. 

In  1856  Mr.  Shedd  was  married  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Clarke,  born  Aug.  8,  1834,  in  the  town  of  New- 
port, Maine,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  iMartha 
(Whitten)  Clarke,  and  sister  of  Prof.  Benjamin 
I'.  Clarke,  of  Brown  University,  who  for  a time 
during  the  administration  of  President  Andrews 
and  his  absence  from  the  city  was  himself  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  of  the  institution.  Mrs.  Shedd  in  her 
lifetime  contributed  on  art  to  various  periodicals, 
and,  besides  translations  in  book  form  published 
"Eamous  Painters  and  Paintings"  (Boston,  1874); 
"The  Ghiberti  Gates"  (1879);  “Eamous  Sculptors 
and  Sculpture"  (1881);  "Raphtel,  His  Madonnas 
and  Holy  Eamilies"  (1883);  “The  Leper  of  the 
City  of  Aosta"  (Tr.  from  French). 

The  following  children  were  born  to  i\Ir.  and 
M rs.  Shedd  : ( i ) Charles  Elmer  Shedd  was  edu- 

cated at  Brown  University,  pursuing  a course  in 
civil  engineering,  and  later  became  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Shedd,  Sarle  & Shedd,  civil  engi- 
neers. Providence.  R.  I.,  being  so  occupied  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  May  19, 
1892.  Mr.  .Shedd  married  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Jabez  C.  Knight,  former  mayor  of  Provi- 
dence, and  one  child,  a daughter  named  Katherine, 
was  born  to  them. 

(2)  Edward  Whitten  Shedd,  A.  M.,  was  grad- 
uated from  Brown  University,  with  honors,  pur- 
suing a course  in  civil  engineering  in  the  class  of 
1884.  He  declined  a professorship  tendered  him 
by  his  alma  mater,  preferring  to  follow  the  profes- 
sion of  his  father — that  of  civil  engineering,  and  is 
so  engaged  at  Providence.  For  a time  he  was  oc- 
cupied in  his  profession  at  Worcester,  Mass.  He 
is  the  author  of  a Report  on  Sewerage  System, 
W oonsocket,  R.  I. ; Report  on  W'ater  W’orks,  North 
Brookfield,  Mass. ; Report  on  Water  WoVks,  Or- 
ange. Mass. ; and  Report  on  Water  Works,  West 
Boylston,  Mass.  On  March  30,  1886,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Jessie,  daughter  of  Christopher  Dexter,  and 
seven  children  have  blessed  this  union,  W’hitten 
Dexter,  Martin  Edward,  Thomas  Clarke,  Dorothy 


(who  died  in  infancy),  Carl  Henry,  Faith  May  and 
Elizabeth  Edson. 

(3)  Mary  Isabella  Shedd  married  Edward 
Gregory  Dexter,  and  they  are  residents  of  Hon- 
duras, Central  America,  where  Mr.  Dexter  is  en- 
gaged in  mining. 

Mrs.  J.  Herbert  Shedd,  the  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, died  at  her  home  in  North  Smithfield,  R.  I., 
April  7,  1897,  and  Mr.  Shedd  married  (second) 
June  29,  1905,  Miss  Sarah  iNlarble,  of  North  Smith- 
field,  Rhode  Island. 


WILLIAM  L.  iMLJrlULb,  one  ot  the  best 
known  and  most  prosperous  dairy  farmers  of  the 
town  of  Lincoln,  and  one  of  the  prominent  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Providence  county,  R.  L, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  this  State,  May 
9,  1851,  son  of  Isaac  Nichols. 

John  Nichols,  his  grandfather,  was  of  South 
Kingstown,  and  was  born  May  13,  1777.  On  July 
27,  I....,  he  married  Ann  Taylor,  wdio  w’as  born 
Feb.  22,  1782,  and  died  Dec.  10,  1859.  He  passed 
away  Jan.  17,  1855,  and  both  are  buried  near 
Kingston  depot,  in  South  Kingstowm.  Their 
children  were  as  follow’s : (i)  Benjamin, 

born  ]\Iay  10,  1804,  died  Sept.  18,  1843; 

he  married  Mary  Hull,  wdio  died  March  5,  1847, 
and  they  had  one  daughter,  who  is  now  living  with 
her  widowed  daughter,  Mrs.  Dr.  Ridge,  at  Wake- 
field. (2)  :\Iary  R.,  born  Aug.  8,  1806,  died  July 
II,  1831,  the  wife  of  W’illiam  Browm,  of  Newport. 
(3)  John,  born  .Alarch  24,  1810.  died  Nov.  ir, 
1879;  lie  married  (first)  Jan.  i,  1834,  Emma  Haz- 
zard,  and  (second)  Jan.  10,  1842,  Anna  H.  Stan- 
T.,  born  Mav  28,  1813,  died 
juh  28,  1893.  He  married  (firsti  Elizabeth  Wat- 
son and  (second),  in  1853,  Marv' W'atson.  Of  his 
children,  there  is  yet  living  Oliver  Wb,  of  Saunders- 
town  R.  I.  (5)  Isaac,  born  Oct.  19,  1815,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (6)  Phebe  A.,  born  Jan.  ri,  1819, 
mairied  (Dhver  W.  Watson,  and  their  only  living 
Gnld  IS  .Airs.  John  Teft,  of  Kingston.  (7)  Joseph 
I.,  born  Alarch  27,  1822,  married  Marv  E.  Haz- 
zard.  and  their  children  were:  Amie,  boni  Julv  23, 
1850.  IS  nmv  Mrs.  John  Keys,  of  W'akefield ; jJseph 

QQ  ^^55.  married  (first)  Aug.  10, 

oor'  (second)  Alarch  28, 

1886,  hannie  E.  James;  Marv  S..  born  Eeb  i,  1837 
married  in  1875  Frank  WA  Robinson,  of  W’akefield  ; 

00  1861,  married  Sept.  19, 
1882  r H.  Crandall,  and  lives  at  W^akefield.  (8) 
Elizabeth,  born  June  19,  1824,  married  W’illiam 
VVatson  Alarch  4,  1858.  and  she  died  Aug.  27, 

1 ^^99-  and  of  their  chil- 

cren  Oliver  and  Dorcas  reside  at  Kingston  depot, 
Rhode  Island.  ' 

Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  John,  was  born  Oct.  19, 

I 15,  at  Tower  Hill,  R.  I.  He  w^as  reared  to  farm- 
ing pursuits,  and  in  his  manhood  continued  to  fol- 
low agriculture.  From  boyhood  to  mature  years, 
m keeping  wdth  the  conditions  about  him,  he  was 
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subjected  to  most  exacting  labor,  and  he  developed 
into  the  typical  industrious  and  frugal  New  Eng- 
land farmer.  He  became  strong  and  muscular, 
and  though  of  medium  height  was  well  propor- 
tioned. Throughout  his  long  career  he  was  abso- 
lutely temperate,  never  using  tobacco  nor  intoxi- 
cants. His  commendable  industry  and  inflexible 
integrity  wen  for  him  a reputation  of  which  his  de- 
scendants may  well  be  proud.  He  owned  a large 
tract  of  land  in  his  native  town,  where  his  entire 
life  was  passed.  He  was  highly  respected,  and  his 
death,  Aug.  31,  1901,  was  universally  regretted.  His 
remains  weie  interred  at  Allenton,  North  Kings- 
town. In  his  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 

On  Dec.  10,  1841,  ]\Ir.  Nichols  married  Eliza- 
beth R.  Brown,  born  July  25,  1819,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  G.  Brown,  of  South  Kingstown. 
She  died  April  29,  1894,  and  was  buried  at  Allen- 
ton. Three  children  were  born  to  Isaac  Nichols 
and  wife,  namely : Ruhamah  Robinson,  born  April 
24,  1843,  married  Oliver  W.  Nichols,  and  resides  in 
Saunderstown,  North  Kingstown ; John  Robinson 
is  mentioned  further  on ; \\dlliam  E.  is  mentioned 
herewith. 

William  E.  Nichols  was  born  in  South  Kings- 
town, near  iMoorsfield,  and  the  publig  schools  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  home  afforded  him  his  only  edu- 
cational advantages.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  ti' 
farm,  and  assisted  his  father  in  its  cultivation  until 
1877.  In  that  vear  he  went  to  Providence  county, 
and  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
where  he  rented  the  Joseph  Olney  farm,  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account, 
also  carrying  on  dairying  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Later  he  purchased  the  Miner  farm  of  160  acres, 
and  for  a time  he  operated  the  two  farms  until  1893, 
in  which  vear  he  moved  to  the  Miner  place.  There 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  he  has  made  a 
great  many  improvements  in  the  place,  building  a 
fine  barn,  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  the  town 
of  Lincoln,  and  this  he  has  fitted  all  anew  with  every 
up-to-date  contrivance  needful  to  the  well  being  of 
a first  class  dairy.  He  now  has  over  eighty  cows 
of  different  grades,  is  constantly  increasing  the 
number,  and  is  the  largest  dairy  farmer  in  the 
Blackstone  \Mlley.  He  has  built  on  his  land  three 
large  ice  houses,  which  he  rents  to  the  Providence 
Ice  Company.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a self-made  man  of 
enterprise  and  business  ability,  while  his  home  and 
surroundings  bespeak  his  taste  and  refinement. 
He  is  a man  who  is  satisfied  with  nothing  but  the 
best,  and  everything  about  his  establishment  is 
strictly  first  class.  His  dairy  products  are  marketed 
in  Providence,  and  always  command  the  highest 
prices.  He  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  judges 
of  cattle  to  be  found  in  the  State.  In  his  business 
he  is  ably  assisted  by  his  sons,  who,  like  their  father, 
are  thoroughly  interested  in  the  work,  and  they  are 
excellent  and  progressive  young  men. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Nichols  is  of  a high  type.  He 
is  well-posted  in  public  matters,  and  is  always  in- 


terested in  everything  to  promote  the  general  well 
being  of  his  community.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, though  not  a strict  party  man,  and  he  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  Lincoln  town  council, 
where  he  gave  evidence  of  his  independence  in  mat- 
ters of  importance,  and  when  he  became  convinced 
that  he  was  in  the  right  his  party  affiliations  were 
lost  sight  of.  In  1907.  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Higgins,  and  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  State  Senate,  a member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  succeed  the  late  Obadiah  Brown  of 
Providence.  This  appointment  came  to  Mr.  Nichols 
unsolicited  and  therefore  was  a surprise  to  him.  He 
has  also  been  road  commissioner  in  Lincoln.  Like 
his  father  he  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

On  Oct.  31,  1877,  IMr.  Nichols  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Narragansett  Pier,  to  Anna  W. 
Tefft,  who  was  born  in  North  Kingstown.  R.  I.. 
Nov.  TO,  1852,  daughter  of  Stephen  Hazard  and 
Phebe  Weeden  (Watson)  Tefft.  Mrs.  Nichols  has 
been  her  husband’s  willing  co-worker  and  adviser, 
and  has  proved  herself  a genuine  helpmate.  Three 
children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nichols,  namely:  Harry  Clifton,  born  April  26. 
1884,  flied  Aug.  14.  1888:  Arthur  Carlton,  born 
Feb.  2T,  1890,  is  attending  Technical  High  School. 
Providence ; Walter  Edward  was  born  April  2, 
1895. 

JOHN  ROBINSON  NICHOLS,  who  is  now 
living  retired  in  Providence  after  a life  devoted  to 
farming  and  mercantile  pursuits,  is  one  of  the 
highlv  respected  men  of  his  city,  and  is  a member 
of  an  old  and  honorable  family. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  Nov.  26,  1845,  South 
Kingstown,  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Isaac  Nichols, 
and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  attended 
the  country  schools,  and  remained  at  the  homestead 
until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he 
found  employnn'ut  in  the  storage  warehouses  of 
M’oodruff  & Robinson,  of  New  York,  continuing 
there  until  by  reason  of  his  father’s  failing  health 
he  was  obliged  to  return  home.  He  conducted  the 
farm  for  one  year,  then  married  and,  going  to  North 
Kingstown,  became  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, where  for  thirteen  years  he  met  with  much 
success,  and  became  widely  known  and  popular.  In 
1883  he  removed  to  Providence,  his  chief  object 
being  to  afford  his  children  superior  educational  ad- 
vantages. There  he  began  in  the  jewelry  manufac- 
turing business,  but  at  the  end  of  three  years  dis- 
posed of  the  interests  in  that  line  and  engaged  in 
the  grocerv  business,  having  a very  popular  market 
in  connection.  This  was  his  work  for  the  ensuing 
ten  years,  and  his  high  reputation  for  fair  dealing 
and  first-class  goods  was  but  a repetition  of  his 
former  success  at  North  Kingstown.  When  he  re- 
tired in  1896  he  had  the  uniform  respect  and  e.steein 
of  all  with  whom  he  had  come  in  contact.  Being 
naturallv  of  a social  disposition,  and  courteous  in 
manner,  he  won  and  retained  many  friends. 
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In  his  political  preferment  l\Ir.  Nichols  is  a Re- 
publican, but  in  no  sense  of  the  word  is  he  a poli- 
tician. He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Cranston 
Street  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  1\I.,  and  Beacon  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Wickford,  Rhode  Island. 

On  June  i6,  1870,  Hr.  Nichols  married  Ara- 
bella R.  Rodman,  born  Aug.  16,  1847,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Rodman,  and  a descendant  from  John  Rod- 
man,  the  emigrant  settler,  through  Thomas,  Thomas 
(2),  Samuel,  Robert,  Clark,  Daniel  and  Daniel. 
Three  children  came  to  bless  this  union  : (i)  Albert 
Rodman,  born  Hay  ii,  1871,  graduated  from 
Brown  University,  class  of  1896,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Washington.  D.  C.,  where  he  has  an 
important  position  in  the  Congressional  Library ; on 
Jan.  2,  1890,  he  married  Susan  A.  Tillinghast.  (2) 
George  Brown,  born  April  i,  1879,  formerly  an 
electrical  engineer  with  the  New  York  & New 
Jersey  Telephone  Company,  and  is  now  electrical 
engineer  in  charge  of  work  on  the  schoolhouses  of 
New  York  City  and  Brooklyn,  where  he  resides. 
On  Nov.  6.  1905,  he  married  Minnie  Ethel  Harri- 
son. (3)  Hand  Bixby,  born  Nov.  30,  1884,  is  a 
student  at  Brown  L'niversity. 

PENDLETON  (Line  of  Capt.  Benjamin). 
The  old  Stonington,  Conn.,  Pendleton  family  has 
had  a long  and  honorable  identity  of  close  to  two 
and  three-quarters  centuries  with  New  England 
history,  during  which  period  it  has  given  to  this 
country  a number  of  men  conspicuous  in  Ameri- 
can annals.  This  article  is  to  deal  only  and  briefly, 
however,  with  the  family  and  lineage  of  the  late 
Capt.  William  Champlin  Pendleton,  of  Westerly, 
some  of  whose  posterity  are  still  active  and  promi- 
nent in  the  business  and  social  life  of  that  town. 

Erom  Major  Brian  Pendleton,  the  immigrant 
settler  and  progenitor  of  the  Stonington,  Conn., 
and  Westerly,  R.  I..  Pendletons,  the  lineage  of  the 
late  Capt.  William  Champlin  Pendleton  is  through 
Capt.  James,  Joseph,  Col.  William,  Capt.  Benja- 
min and  Capt.  David  Pendleton. 

(I)  Major  Brian  Pendleton,  born  in  1599.  in 
England,  came  to  the  American  Colonies  and  settled 
first  at  Watertown,  IMass.,  where  he  was  made  a 
freeman  Sept.  2,  1634,  and  was  Deputy  to  the 
General  Court  for  six  years.  He  removed  to  Sud- 
bury and  assisted  in  settling  that  town,  and  was 
a selectman  for  several  years.  Erom  Sudbury  he 
went  to  Ipswich.  He  was  a member  of  the  famous 
artillery  company  of  Boston.  He  removed  to 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  about  1651,  and  was  Deputy 
there  for  about  five  years.  In  1663  he  purchased 
200  acres  of  land  near  Winter  PI arbor,  Saco,  Maine, 
and  after  a few  years  he  returned  to  Portsmouth, 
and  there  made  his  will  which  was  proved  April  5, 
1681.  Major  Pendleton  was  an  eminent  man  of 
his  day.  He  held  important  civil  and  military  of- 
fices, was  a captain  and  also  major  in  the  militia. 


His  wife,  Eleanor,  died  in  i68r,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  and  Capt.  James. 

(H)  Capt.  James  Pendleton  was  first  at  Wa- 
tertown and  then  at  Sudbury,  Mass.,  and  came  to 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  in  1669.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Eirst  Church  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  Nov.  7,  1680. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Mary. 
She  died  Nov.  7,  1655,  and  he  married  (second) 
April  29.  1656,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Edmund 
Goodenow.  The  children  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage were : James,  IMary  and  Hannah  ; and  those 
to  the  second : Brian,  Joseph,  Edmund,  Ann, 
Caleb,  Sarah,  Eleanor,  Dorothy  and  Patience. 
Capt.  Pendleton  died  Nov.  29,  1709. 

(HI)  Joseph  Pendleton,  born  Dec.  29,  1661, 
married  (first)  July  8,  1696,  Deborah.  Miner,  born 
April  15,  1677,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Hannah 
(Avery)  Miner.  She  died  Sept.  8,  1697, 
married  (second),  Dec.  ii,  1700,  Patience,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Potts,  of  New  London,  Conn.  One 
child,  Deborah,  was  born  to  the  first  marriage ; 
and  Joseph,  William  and_  Joshua  to  the  second. 

(IV^)  Col.  William  Pendleton,  born  March 
23,  1704,  married  IMarch  10',  1726,  Lydia  Burrows, 
born  April  19,  1703,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Hubbard)  Burrows,  and  their  children  were: 
William,  Amos,  Ereelove,  Peleg,  John,  Benjamin, 
Lydia,  Joshua  and  Ephraim.  The  mother  of  these 
died  Aug.  18,  1750,  and  the  father  married  (sec- 
ond) April  25,  1751,  Mrs.  Mary  Chesebrough, 
daughter  of  John  and  Lucia  (Stanton)  McDowell, 
and  their  children  were : Lucy,  Nathan,  Isaac  and 
Keturah.  The  father  is  said  to  have  served  as 
colonel  of  militia  during  the  Revolution. 

(V)  Capt.  Benjamin  Pendleton,  born  Sept. 
18,  1738,  married  Eeb.  9,  1763,  Lois  Burdick,  born 
April  I,  1738,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Thompson)  Burdick,  of  Pawcatuck.  Capt.  Pen- 
dleton was  for  many  years  a sea  captain,  sailing 
from  Westerly,  R.  1.  His  children  were : Ben- 
jamin, born  Feb.  7,  1764;  Lois,  IMarch  8,  1766: 
Lydia,  March  7,  1768;  David,  ]\Iay  13,  1770:  Paul, 
]\Iay  4,  1772;  Lebbeus,  Feb.  15,  1774;  Christopher, 
Sept.  18,  1776;  Jabez  C.,  May  21,  1778;  and  Su- 
sanna, July  25,  1783. 

(VI)  Capt.  David  Pendleton,  born  IMay  13, 
1770,  married  Feb.  13,  1792,  Sally,  daughter  of 
Simeon  Pendleton.  Capt.  Pendleton  was  for  fifty 
years  a ship  owner  and  sea  captain.  His  children 
were:  David,  born  Aug.  19,  1793;  Mercy,  Dec. 
31,  1795;  William  Champlin,  Nov.  2,  1798;  Polly, 
July  14,  1802;  and  Ethan,  Oct.  24,  1804.  Capt. 
Pendleton  died  March  to,  1857,  and  his  wife  April 
4.  1854. 

(VH)  C.\rT.  WiLLi.XM  Ch.vmplin  Pendleton, 
who  died  at  his  residence  in  Westerly,  Wednesday 
morning,  Dec.  22,  1886,  passed  the  entire  period  of 
his  useful  life  in  this  community.  With  faculties 
unimpaired  until  the  very  last,  and  far  beyond 
the  allotted  span  of  life,  he  had  been  permitted  by 
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precept  and  example  to  contribute  largely  to  the 
moral  and  material  prosperity  of  his  native  town. 

Capt.  Pendleton  was  the  son  of  David  Pendle- 
ton, and  was  born  in  his  father’s  house  which  then 
stood  on  the  same  spot  where  his  late  residence  now 
stands,  Nov.  2,  1798.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the 
trade  of  ship  calker,  and  was  so  active  and  in- 
dustrious that  when  there  was  no  work  in  his  own 
yards,  he  would  walk  to  Mystic  in  the  morning, 
perform  a day's  work  and  walk  home  at  night, 
receiving  two  shillings  per  day  for  his  services. 
He  also  carried  the  mail  on  horse  back  from  New 
London  to  Newport,  when  business  was  dull  in  his 
regular  trade,  for  $8  per  month,  and  paid  the  ferry 
charges  out  of  his  own  pocket.  He  made  the  most 
of  all  of  his  opportunities,  and  both  before  and 
after  his  marriage  he  became  a pedagogue,  an  offi- 
cer more  honored  then  than  now,  perhaps,  and 
taught  school  in  the  Luther  Bliven  house  on  the 
hill,  and  the  red  school  house  in  this  village,  which 
then  stood  where  the  Episcopal  Church  now  stands. 
He  was  engaged  with  his  father  for  a number  of 
years  in  making  voyages  to  what  was  then  known 
as  Green  Island,  off  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and 
on  their  return  their  vessel  came  laden  with  cod- 
fish. From  the  age  of  twenty  years  until  1830,  he 
went  to  sea  occasionally  and  from  1830  to  1840, 
he  was  captain  of  a coasting  vessel.  In  1830  he 
became  captain  of  the  packet  sloop  “Caspian,” 
sailing  from  this  port  to  New  York  City,  and 
as  she  was  fitted  up  for  carrying  passengers  as  well 
as  freight,  the  times  of  her  departure  and  arrival 
were  notable  events  in  the  history  of  the  village. 
Parties  of  pleasure,  as  well  as  parties  of  staid 
business  men,  often  availed  themselves  of  this 
fast  sailing  packet  to  make  visits  to  the  metropolis, 
doubtless  regarding  the  voyage  as-  important  a 
trip  as  one  to  Europe  is  regarded  to-day. 

Capt.  Pendleton  was  elected  a director  in  the 
Phenix  Bank  July  6,  1835  ; president  of  the  Me- 
chanic’s Savings  Bank  April  30,  1885,  and  he  held 
that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
elected  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1838. 
In  1839  he  gave  up  the  command  of  the  “Caspian,” 
to  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  and  opened  a general 
store  in  the  lower  part  of  the  village,  where  he 
remained  for  thirty-five  years,  and  then  moved  into 
the  pew  store  which  was  built  in  1874,  and  which 
he  continued  to  occupy  from  that  date.  He  was  one 
of  the  substantial  business  men  of  Westerly  for 
a period  of  forty-seven  years,  and  is  remeinbered 
to-day  by  only  a very  few  as  having  been  con- 
nected with  any  other  business. 

Capt.  Pendleton  joined  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
at  a meeting  held  in  the  basement  of  the  Academy 
on  Main  street,  Aug.  27,  1837,  two  years  after 
the  formation  of  the  church,  and  was  ever  a faith- 
ful member,  and  a generous  contributor  to  the 
support  of  the  Gospel.  Lntil  age  prevented  he  was, 
with  his  daughters,  a constant  attendant  at  public 
worship.  He  filled  various  offices  of  trust  in  the 


town.  He  never  sought  to  be  conspicuous ; never 
courted  popularity;  but  all  who  knew  him  had 
profound  respect  for  the  sterling  qualities  of  his 
heart  and  head.  He  was  often  called  upon  to 
settle  estates,  and  to  become  the  custodian  of  trust 
funds;  He  was  sought  after  to  assume  these  duties, 
because  he  was  exact  and  minute  in  all  his  records 
and  accounts,  because  his  advice  was  always  sound, 
and  given  only  after  mature  reflection,  and  because 
his  name  with  all  who  knew  him  was  the  svnonym 
of  integrity.  He  was  quaint  and  sometimes  caustic 
in  his  utterances,  but  his  generous  and  kindly 
nature  would  not  permit  him  wantonly  to  give 
offence.  He  held  his  opinions  firmly,  and  on  all 
proper  occasions  was  ready  to  express  them.  Born 
in  the  last  century,  his  life  extended  over  a won- 
cferful  period,  not  only  in  duration,  hut  in  what 
he  saw  of  the  development  and  growth  of  the 
country.  He  could  distinctly  remember  when 
Westerly  contained  only  thirty-eight  houses,  and 
the  population  was  less  than  2,000.  He  saw  the 
light  of  day  when  John  Adams  was  president,  and 
when  Arthur  Fenner  was  Governor  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. Loving  hands  administered  to  all  his  wants, 
but  could  not  stay  the  closing  of  his  quiet  eyes, 
which  we  must  believe  opened  upon  “another 
morn  than  ours.”  From  his  well  rounded  life, 
molded  and  controlled  by  the  religion  which  he 
professed,  we  know  that  for  this  supreme  moment 
he  was  not  unprepared ; but  with  confidence  and 
composure  looked  forward  to  that  great  change 
which  awaits  us  all. 

• On  Dec.  23,  1819,  William  Champlin  Pendle- 
ton married  Phebe  Hall,  born  Aug.  4,  1801,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Lyman  Hall,  of  Lotteryville.  Had  he 
lived  one  day  longer  he  would  have  died  on  the 
sixty-seventh  anniversary  of  his  marriage.  His 
wife  died  at  the  home.  No.  166  iMain  street,  Nov. 
16,  1896,  aged  ninety-five  years,  three  months  and 
twelve  days.  From  the  time  of  her  marriage  she 
had  lived  in  the  house  in  which  she  died.  She  had 
living  at  the  time  of  her  death  seven  children, 
thirteen  grandchildren,  twenty-three  great-grand- 
children and  one  great-great-grandchild.  She  was 
the  last  surviving  charter  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Westerly.  Capt.  Pendleton  and 
his  wife  had  the  following  children:  (i)  Phebe 
Ann,  born  Dec.  5,  1820,  was  married  Dec.  10, 
1841,  by  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Palmer,  to  James  H.  Por- 
ter, and  died  Aug.  17,  1880.  Her  children  were: 
Harriet,  who  married  A.  B.  Collins ; Mary,  who 
married  C.  W.  Willard ; and  Charles  A.,  of  Provi- 
dence. (2)  William  Cham(plin,  born  Aug.  12, 
1822,  was  married  Sept.  19,  1843,  by  Rev.  Nathan 
Hunt,  to  Sarah  A.  Franklin,  and  he  died  June  15, 
1848.  His  children,  both  now  deceased,  were 
Mary  and  Elizabeth.  (3)  John  Palmer.  (4) 
Charles  Phelps  Williams  was  born  iMarch  15,  1826. 
(5)  iMary  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  26,  1829,  was  mar- 
ried Sept.  18,  1856,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  to  Thomas 
A.  Ross,  and  had  one  son,  Watson  Andrews,  de- 
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ceased.  She  died  July  ii,  1859.  (6)  Sally,  born 

Xov.  12,  1830,  died  June  li,  1832.  (7)  Martha 

C.,  born  April  4,  1833,  died  unmarried  May  5, 
1900.  (8)  Harriet  X.,  born  Dec.  18,  1835,  lives 

in  Westerly.  (9)  Edward  P.,  born  Feb.  3,  1838, 
lives  in  Boston,  Mass.  (10).  Sarah  Adelaide,  born 
April  16,  1840,  was  married  Dec.  23,  1863,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Fritz,  to  Angelo  Chapman,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, INIary  A.,  who  married  Leo  Phillips ; and 
William,  deceased.  (11)  Albert  P.,  born  March 
17,  1842,  was  married  March  17,  1870,  by  Rev. 
Hubbard,  to  Emily  Thompson,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Fanny.  ( 12)  Marcelia  J.,  born  June  27,  1845, 
died  July  30,  1890. 

(\TII)  John  Palmer  Pendleton,  son  of  Capt. 
William  C.,  was  born  in  Westerly,  Nov.  25,  1824, 
and  be  died  Feb.  19,  1899.  He  was  a veteran  of 
Company  A,  I2tb  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and 
served  until  wounded,  never  fully  recovering  from 
the  effects  of  the  injuries  be  received.  For  nearly 
twenty-eight  years  be  was  a member  of  Pawcatuck 
Lodge,  No.  90,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; and  he  was  an 
incorporator  of  Granite  Council,  No.  177,  Royal 
Arcanym.  For  over  twenty  years  be  was  a dea- 
con in  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  On  Dec.  29, 
1844,  by  Elder  Cyrus  Miner,  he  was  married  to 
Nancy  Diana  Sullivan,  who  died  July  25,  1902. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  Sarah  J.  married  David 
J.  Slyne.  engineer  at  Hogg  Quarry,  and  residing 
at  No.  10  Chester  avenue.  Westerly,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Walter  David,  horn  Dec.  17, 
1866,  married  Florence  Shortman.  and  lives  at 
Pawcatuck ; and  IMary  Pendleton,  born  Jan.  14, 
1874.  is  a stenographer.  (2)  Josephine  Diana 
married  Charles  W.  Brown,  of  Providence,  and 
has  three  children : Walter  S.,  William  and 
Frederick.  ('3)  William  C.  lives  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  has  two  children,  Edw.ird  H.  and 
Harry.  (4)  Dr.  J.  E.  lives  in  New  Haven,  Conn. 
(5)  Harriet  married  Oliver  P.  Crandall,  of  Wes- 
terly. IMr.  Pendleton  has  had  sixteen  grandchil- 
dren, of  whom  twelve  are  living,  and  he  has  three 
great-grandchildren. 

(\TII)  Charles  Phelps  Williams  Pendle- 
ton. son  of  Capt.  \Villiam  C.,  was  born  March 
15.  1826.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  a sea- 
faring man,  running  on  coasting  vessels,  and  then 
for  twenty-six  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mar- 
ket business  at  Westerly.  Eon,  some  years  and 
until  1899  he  worked  for  the  C.  B.  Cottrell  Com- 
jiany,  but  in  that  year  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. On  April  9.  1852,  he  married  Ellen  A. 
Whitehead,' who  died  March  2,  1864.  She  bore  him 
two  children:  (i)  William  C.,  Jr.,  born  May  22, 
1853.  inspector  of  sewers  of  New  London,  Conn., 
married  Clara  Stacy,  and  has  one  son,  Harold 
Dodge,  horn  in  1890.  (2)  Frederick  Odell,  horn 

March  29.  1858.  lives  in  New  York,  where  he  is 
engineer  of  a ferry  boat  from  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to 
Greenpoint.  On  Nov.  29.  1884,  he  married  Jennie 
Crotty,  and  they  have  had  children  as  follows: 


Ellen  A.,  born  July  7,  1886,  died  Nov.  16,  1889; 
Marcelia  J.,  born  Sept.  6,  1887;  Mary  C.,  born 
Oct.  9,  1888;  Phebe  P.,  born  April  10,  1890;  Mar- 
garet L.,  born  Sept.  30,  1891  ; Harriet  N.,  born 
Feb.  20,  1894,  died  July  4,  1894;  Charles  F.,  born 
]\Iay  6,  1895;  John  Wa,  born  Nov.  8,  1896;  Maria 
J.,  born  May  3,  1899;  Edward  J.,  born  Oct.  4, 
1900;  Harriet  C.,  born  Nov.  13,  1901;  Jennie; 
Veronica  P.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Essie  E., 
born  in  1906. 

On  Oct.  II,  1865,  Mr.  Charles  P.  W.  Pendle- 
ton was  married  (second)  by  Rev.  Leonard  Swain, 
to  Ellen  Josephine  Powers.  His  death  occurred 
Dec.  26,  1905,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Jan.  18, 
1907. 

'vHON.  FRANKLIN  P.  MANCHESTER,  ex- 
State  senator,  present  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Lin- 
coln, and  a well  known  agriculturist  and  dairy 
farmer  of  this  section  of  the  State,  was  born  Jan. 
19,  1854,  in  the  city  of  Providence,  a member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island. 

—Thomas  Manchester  and  his  wife  IMargaret 
(Wood),  of  English  birth,  are  of  record  at  Ports- 
mouth as  early  as  1655,  and  from  them  have  de- 
scended the  IManchesters  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Tiverton,  which  in  its  early  history  was  a part  of 
Massachusetts,  and  sent  its  representatives  to  the 
General  Court  at  Cambridge.  We  find  from  the 
records  that  since  the  town  became  a part  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
there  has  hardly  been  a period  of  any  length  when 
the  name  of  Manchester  has  not  figured  officially  in 
the  town,  men  of  the  name  frequently  representing 
it  in  the  House  of  Deputies,  as  the  lower  branch  of 
the  Colonial  legislature  was  once  called,  and  later 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State. 

— In  January,  1655,  Thomas  Manchester  and  his 
wife  sold  land  in  Tiverton,  two  years  later  Mr. 
Manchester  had  a grant  of  eighty  acres,  and  in  the 
year  following  he  sold  an  interest  in  Conanicut  and 
Dutch  Islands.  His  children  were:  Thomas,  of 
Portsmouth  ; William,  of  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton  : 
John,  of  Portsmouth  : Stephen,  of  Portsmouth  and 
Tiverton  : Job,  of  Dartmouth  : and  Mary  and  Eliza- 
beth. It  was  this  William  Manchester  of  Tiverton 
through  whom,  perhaps,  descended  the  srreater 
number  of  the  Manchesters  who  have  lived  in  the 
town.  William  Manchester  was  born  in  1654.  and 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Marv  (Bor- 
den) Cook.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1675,  and 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Tiverton  at  the  organization 
of  the  town  in  1692.  He  died  in  1718,  on  November 
3d  of  which  vear  his  will  was  proved,  and  his  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Vfilliam,  Mary,  Sarah.  Deborah. 
Elizabeth.  Margaret,  Amey.  Susanna,  Rebecca  and 
Thomas. 

— Peleg  Manchester  was  a resident  of  Tiverton. 
His  wife's  name  was  IMargaret,  and  according  to  the 
Tiverton  town  records,  their  eleven  children  were: 
Philip,  born  May  12,  1755:  Rhoda,  Feb.  27,  1757; 
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Benjamin,  March  17,  1759;  John,  March  28,  1761; 
Gardner,  Dec.  5,  1763;  Perry,  Nov.  2,  1765;  Eseck, 
April  23,  1768;  Edward,  June  23,  1770;  Seynthia, 
Nov.  17,  1772;  Baily,  Feb.  20,  1775;  and  Peleg, 
April  23,  1778. 

Philip  Manchester,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Tiverton,  R.  L,  March  2 (or  May  12), 
1755,  and  made  his  home  in  Westport,  Mass.  He 
was  married  in  September,  1777,  to  Mary  Cogges- 
hall,  born  Jan.  30,  1759,  and  their  children  were: 
Peleg,  born  Jan.  8,  1778,  died  June  27,  1778;  James, 
born  Aug.  ii,  1779;  Ellery,  born  June  25,  1781; 
Benjamin,  born  Feb.  19,  1784;  Rhoda,  born  May 
24,  1786,  died  Nov.  21,  1842;  Peleg,  born  July  24, 
1788,  died  in  August,  1866;  William,  born  Nov.  21, 
1790,  died  May  22,  1858;  Abraham,  born  Nov.  20, 
1792,  died  July  17,  1793;  Abraham  (2),  born  July 

24,  1794;  and  Philip,  born  Nov.  27,  1796.  The 
father  of  these  children  made  his  home  in  West- 
port,  now  Bristol  county,  where  he  owned  a farm 
a part  of  which  is  the  property  of  his  granddaugh- 
ter. He  died  on  this  farm  Oct.  12,  1835,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Little  Compton  cemetery. 

Ellery  Manchester,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  June 

25,  1781,  and  made  his  home  in  Westport,  Mass., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  life. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Nancy 
Carey,  daughter  of  Billings  Carey  of  Westport,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows : Eliza  'Ann  married 
(first)  James  Randall,  of  New  Bedford,  and  (sec- 
ond) Hiram  Hutton,  of  North  Adams,  Mass. ; Caro- 
line married  William  Withcomb,  of  New  Bedford ; 
Nancy  Carey  married  Benjamin  Whitney,  of  New 
Bedford ; and  William  Ellery.  Mr.  Manchester 
married  (second)  Lucy  Richmond,  of  Providence, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Benjamin,  who  made  his 
home  in  Providence. 

William  Ellery  Manchester,  son  of  Ellery,  was 
born  May  17,  1821,  in  Westport,  Mass.,  and  came 
to  Providence  when  a young  man  as  a clerk  in  the 
store  of  Richmond  & Barnes,  provision  dealers, 
where  he  was  employed  for  some  time.  He  then 
engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  on  West 
River  street,  where  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  he 
conducted  a grocery  establishment  with  marked 
success.  In  1871  he  sold  out  his  business  and  lo- 
cated in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  then  a part  of  Smith- 
field,  buying  the  Hallett  farm,  a tract  of  forty  acres, 
and  here  settled  down  to  an  agricultural  life,  in 
which  the  remainder  of  his  years  was  spent.  He 
died  in  1892,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground.  J\Ir.  Manchester  was  well  known 
throughout  Providence  county,  and  was  highly  res- 
pected for  his  honorable  dealings  with  his  fellow 
men.  He  served  as  a member  of  the  Lincoln  town 
council  for  one  term,  and  was  an  active  man  in  pub- 
lic matters. 

Mr.  Manchester  was  married  (first)  at  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  June  19,  1845,  to  Sarah  Allen,  who 
died  in  March,  1852,  leaving  two  children:  William 
A.,  born  Sept.  10,  1846,  residing  in  Providence;  and 


George  W.,  born  October  5,  1848,  who  died  March 
9,  1870.  Mr.  Manchester  was  married  (second) 
Dec.  23,  1852,  to  Maria  J.  \\’ilcox,  born  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  March  31,  1834,  daughter  of  Robert 
Wilcox.  [A  full  history  of  the  Wilcox  family  will 
be  found  in  another  part  of  this  publication  in  the 
sketch  of  Henry  C.  Anthony  of  Portsmouth.]  Mrs. 
Manchester  died  on  the  farm  in  Lincoln,  in  the  faith 
of  the  Friends  Church,  and  was  buried  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground,  Providence.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manchester  were:  Franklin  P.,  born 
Jan.  19,  1854;  Sarah  M.,  born  Sept.  20,  1857,  died 
April  I,  i860;  and  Charles  W.,  born  March  2,  1875, 
died  June  21,  1878. 

Franklin  P.  Manchester  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Providence,  after  leaving  which  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  with  his  father  for 
some  time,  and  then  became  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Whitford  & Aldrich,  wholesale  grocers,  remain- 
ing for  about  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
established  a grocery  business  on  \Vest  River  street, 
remaining  there  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
became  a foreman  in  the  employ  of  Day  & Sons, 
grain  dealers,  for  over  ten  years.  It  was  after 
leaving  Day  & Sons  that  he  came  to  Lincoln  and 
interested  himself  in  dairy  farming  with  his  father, 
and  where  he  has  since  been  located.  He  has  a 
tract  of  sixty  acres,  situated  on  the  Louisquisset 
pike,  and  finds  a ready  market  for  his  product  in 
the  city  of  Pawtucket. 

Mr.  Manchester  has  given  much  of  his  time  to 
public  matters.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  surveyor 
of  highways,  and  in  1895  was  appointed  highway 
commissioner.  He  served  three  years  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  assessors,  and  was  one  of  the  com- 
missioners when  Central  Falls  was  set  off  from  Lin- 
coln. He  also  served  ten  years  as  a member  of  the 
school  committee.  In  1899  'vas  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Senate  from  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
and  again  served  in  1900  and  1903,  the  last  term 
being  the  first  time  that  body  convened  in  the  new 
State  capitol.  In  1905  Senator  Manchester  was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  which 
office  he  is  at  present  holding.  He  is  a man  of  much 
executive  ability,  and  wields  a powerful  influence 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  section. 
He  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge  No.  10,  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  Pawtucket ; and  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter ; 
Council ; Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  K.  T. ; and 
Palestine  Temple.  Mystic  Shrine,  Providence.  He 
is  also  a member  of  LMrth  Star  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F. ; 
Lime  Rock  Grange,  in  which  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  master  ; Pomon^  Grange,  of  which  he  is  past 
master ; has  been  overseer  of  the  State  Grange, 
and  is  now  Deputy  for  Providence  county. 

In  1876.  Mr.  Manchester  was  married  to  Henri- 
etta Stanley,  born  at  Harrisville,  R.  L,  Nov.  25, 
1854,  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Rosanna  (Mayo) 
.Stanley.  To  this  union  have  been  born  children  as 
follows:  Fred  I.,  born  April  12,  1877,  now  con- 
ducting the  dairy  farm;  Robert  F.,  born  July  13, 
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1879,  died  Nov.  23,  1881  ; Alice  IMaria,  born  Oct. 
30,  1881,  married  March  31,  1903,  Christopher  Hol- 
brook Buiton,  son  of  John  Burton,  and  they  have 
two  children.  Franklin  Sanford  and  Fred  Ross. 

IMcAUSLAX  (Providence  family).  One  of 
the  conspicuous  names  in  the  annals  of  Providence 
during  the  past  forty  years  is  that  of  McAuslan, 
especiallv  in  the  city's  business  and  religious  life. 
The  late  John  IMcAuslan,  with  his  two  associates, 
his  fellow  countrymen,  gave  to  the  city  and  State 
the  most  extensive  dry-goods  establishment  in 
New  England  outside  of  Boston,  and  made  for 
themselves  a reputation  for  enterprise,  progress, 
business  sagacity,  honesty  and  integrity  second  to 
none  of  their  day. 

The  IMcAuslan  family  are  descended  from 
Alexander,  son  of  Okyan,  provincial  chief  of  the 
southern  part  of  Ulster,  Ireland.  He  left  Ireland  in 
1016  on  account  of  an  incursion  of  the  Danes. 
In  Scotland,  with  King  IMalcolm  II,  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  battle  against  the  Danes,  and 
his  service  was  rewarded  by  a grant  by  King  Mal- 
colm of  the  greater  part  of  the  estate  of  the  Bu- 
chanans in  Stirlingshire,  on  the  Loch  Lomond ; and 
also  by  a coat  of  arms,  emblematic  of  the  valiant 
deeds,  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

The  names  IMcCosh  and  IMcAuslan  are  the 
same,  IMcAuslan  being  the  diminutive  of  McCosh. 
IManv  of  the  McAuslan  name  (variously  spelled) 
have  occupied  prominent  and  useful  positions  in 
military,  clerical,  literary  and  mercantile  life  and 
as  heads  of  municipal  institutions. 

Alexander  McAuslan,  of  Argyllshire,  Scotland, 
was  married  to  IMargaret  Warden,  and  they  were 
residents  of  the  Parish  of  Kilmodan,  where  IMr. 
McAuslan  was  extensively  engaged  in  stock  farm- 
ing, the  lessee  of  some  400  acres  of  land  for  a long 
period  of  years.  To  this  couple  were  born  eight 
children,  namely:  James,  Janet,  William,  IMar- 
garet,  Jane,  Alexander,  Robert  and  John.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  Oct.  24,  1854,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  and  the  mother  March  12,  1880, 
aged  eighty-  nine  years. 

John  McAusl.\n,  the  youngest  child  and  son 
of  Alexander  and  Margaret,  and  the  founder  of 
the  Providence  family,  was  born  Aug.  10,  1835, 
in  the  Pari.sh  of  Kilmodan,  Argyllshire,  Scotland. 
He  received  a good  common-school  education  in 
his  native  town,  whence  he  went  in  1851  to 
Greenock  on  the  Clyde,  about  forty  miles  from  his 
home.  Here  he  was  employed  in  the  dry-goods 
house  of  Xichol  & West  until  1858.  Such  is  a brief 
statement  of  the  facts  of  Mr.  McAuslan’s  early 
life.  Of  far  greater  interest  is  the  account  written 
by  his  lifelong  friend,  Mr.  Alexander  IMunro : 

“John  McAuslan  was  born  in  what  to  the 
antiquarian  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  places  in 
Britain.  He  was  born  in  Glendaruel,  in  the  district 
of  Cowal.  Cowal  receives  its  name  from  Cowhal,  son 
of  Ossian.  .Almost  every  acre  of  this  country  is 


full  of  legends  of  Ossian,  Cowhal  and  the  Fingal- 
lians.  The  Fingallians  are  what  the  modern  *Irish 
Fenians  take  their  name  from ; in  Gaelic  the  names 
are  the  same.  It  is  also  full  of  legends  of  Loch 
Ridden  and  Loch  Striven,  where  the  Fingallians 
defeated  a mighty  army  from  Lochlin  or  Scandi- 
navia and  the  two  lochs  ran  red  with  blood  to  the 
sea.  One  of  the  farms  leased  by  the  elder  McAus- 
lan, Chor  a Chanmbh,  literally  means  the  Pit  of  the 
Bones,  where  thousands  of  those  Scandinavians 
were  buried.  Men  living  in  this  district  are  in- 
tensely religious — an  atheist  or  agnostic  could  not 
live  in  this  country;  everything  about  him  in  the 
magnificent  scenery,  the  legends  and  stories,  pro- 
claims the  existence  of  a Supreme  or  Superior 
Being. 

“John  AIcAuslan  received  his  early  education  in 
the  parish  school  in  Glendaruel.  In  these  High- 
land parish  schools  the  period  of  education  was 
very  short,  but  what  was  learned  was  very 
thorough.  They  used  the  Bible  both  in  Gaelic 
and  English  as  a text  book,  and  the  Gaelic  trans- 
lations of  the  Scriptures  made  a very  strong  im- 
pression on  his  young  mind ; only  a short  time  be- 
fore his  death  he  one  day  repeated  to  me  in  Gaelic 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  things  in  St.  John’s  Gospel 
and  they  did  not  lose  by  his  rendering  or  the  lan- 
guage in  which  they  were  given. 

“He  came  to  Greenock  at  an  early  age  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  Henry 
Scott  in  the  dry-goods  business.  After  the  termin- 
ation of  his  apprenticeship  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Xichol  & West,  where  he  remained  till  leaving 
for  Boston,  U.  S.  A. 

“His  life  in  Greenock  was  one  of  the  cleanest 
and  the  best.  He  was  a very  earnest  member  of 
the  Eree  Middle  Presbyterian  Church  and  ‘School 
of  Industry  Sabbath  School,’  who  as  he  was  leav- 
ing for  America  showed  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held,  by  presenting  him  with  an  elaborately 
bound  copy  of  ‘The  Gospel  in  Ezekiel’  by  Thomas 
Guthrie,  D.  D.,  on  the  fly  leaf  of  which  was  the 
following : 

Presented 

to 

Mr.  John  Mc.Auslan 
by 

his  fellow  Teachers  in  the  ‘School  of  Industry  Sabbath 
School’  on  his  leaving  for  Boston,  U.  S.  as  a token  of 
their  sincere  affection  and  esteem. 

“Greenock  8th  September  1858. 

“He  was  also  a member  of  the  Evangelical  So- 
ciety until  the  former  was  merged  in  what  is  now 
the  most  wonderful  association  in  the  world,  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Although  John  McAuslan  was  rather 
delicate  as  a boy  he  became  a very  strong  swimmer. 

I remember  as  a boy  watching  him  with  admira- 
tion as  he  could  always  swim  out  further  in  the 
channel,  off  Battery  Point  (at  Greenock),  than 
any  other  one.  In  after  life  this  swimming  was 
the  saving  of  his  life,  in  the  wreck  of  the  ‘Metis,’ 
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off  Watch  Hill,  R.  I.  Here  one  of  the  losses  he 
most  regretted  was  the  losing  of  a watch  he  had 
bought  from  Mr.  Gardiner,  a jeweler  in  Greenock.” 

In  the  autumn  of  1858  Mr.  McAuslan  sailed 
for  Boston,  on  the  _§ide-wheel  steamship  "Niagara” 
of  the  Cunard  Line,  which  required  fourteen  days 
to  make  the  passage.  Upon  arrival  in  America,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Hogg,  Brown  & 
Taylor,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1866.  In 
the  same  year,  in  company  with  his  fellow  country- 
men, W'alter  Callender  and  John  E.  Troup,  he 
came  to  Providence  and  established  the  "Boston 
Store,”  now  the  Callender,  McAuslan  & Troup 
Company,  which  has  become  the  largest  wholesale 
and  retail  dry-goods  house  in  New  England  out- 
side of  Boston. 

The  business  interests  of  i\Ir.  iMcAuslan,  be- 
sides those  connected  with  the  great  Scotch  syndi- 
cate, of  which  his  firm  was  the  leading  member, 
and  whose  fourteen  allied  houses  are  located  at 
prominent  points  throughout  the  country,  were  ex- 
tensive. He  was  also  interested  in  other  concerns, 
being  a director  in  the  National  India  Rubber  Com- 
pany, and  he  served  gratuitously  as  president  of 
the  Roger  Williams  Building  Fund  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation. Of  the  financial  institutions  of  Providence 
he  was  president  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 
and  a director  of  the  Rhode  Island  National  Bank, 
being  a close  friend  of  President  S.  S.  Sprague,  of 
that  institution.  By  a strange  coincidence  he  was 
re-elected  a director  the  day  preceding  liis  death. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age  Air.  AIcAuslan  united 
with  the  Free  Middle  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Greenock,  Scotland.  In  Boston  he  presented  a let- 
ter to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  where  he 
became  a deacon.  In  1868  he  united  with  the  old 
High  Street  Congregational  Church  in  Providence, 
and  in  1871  he  became  a charter  member  of  the 
Union  Congregational  Church  in  Providence, 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  High  Street  and 
Richmond  Street  Churches.  Here  he  immediately 
took  a prominent  place  as  a supporter,  organizer 
and  adviser,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  for 
a period  of  years  he  was  its  most  prominent  member, 
serving  at  various  times  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  treasurer,  member  of  the  standing 
committee  and  deacon,  in  which  office  he  died. 

On  the  removal  of  Amos  Barstow  Air.  AIcAus- 
lan  became  the  trusted  leader  in  all  lines  of  the 
church  management  and  philanthropies.  His  own 
contributions  to  benevolent  objects  were  always 
large,  and  not  confined  to  the  church  by  any  means. 
There  are  probably  few  countries  in  the  world 
some  of  whose  people  have  not  at  some  time  felt 
the  beneficence  of  his  spirit.  On  the  day  before  his 
death  a letter  of  thanks  was  received  for  assistance 
given  to  Dakota.  He  was  a beautiful  example  of 
the  truth  that  a symmetrical  man  keeps  his  benevo- 
lence for  no  single  place  or  class  of  persons. 

While  Air.  AIcAuslan  was  intensely  interested 
in  the  Rescue  Alission  in  Providence,  which  gives 


a protecting  and  helping  hand  to  unfortunate 
women,  and  in  Joel  Bassett’s  mission,  which  has 
been  helping  the  inebriate  class,  and  in  all  city 
charities,  whose  name  is  legion,  he  also  took  a 
personal  interest  in  many  needy  causes  in  the  far 
West  and  in  missionary  work  in  Turkey,  China 
and  India.  His  private  and  unknown  benevolences 
will  continue  to  come  to  light  long  year.'?  hence. 
Those  who  knew  him  best  often  came  upon  indica- 
tions, which  he  sought  to  hide,  of  a manifold  gen- 
erosity toward  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

Air.  AIcAuslan  was  vice-president  of  the 
American  Sunday-school  Union,  and  his  numerous 
duties  in  the  business  and  Christian  world  alone 
prevented  him  from  accepting  the  direction  of 
various  institutions.  It  is  a significant  fact  that 
some  years  before  his  death  he  was  on  the  same 
day  offered  the  presidency  of  the  Young  Alen’s 
Christian  Association  and  the  mayoralty  of  Provi- 
dence, both  of  which  he  was  constrained  to  decline. 
Air.  AIcAuslan’s  large  business  sagacity  is  well 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  invented  the  so  called 
Harris  S}stem  of  weekly  offerings,  now  largely 
used  in  the  benevolent  work  of  churches  of  various 
denominations  throughout  the  United  States. 

On  Aug.  27,  1863,  AIcAuslan  was  married 
to  Amelia  B.  Robinson,  daughter  of  W.  S.  and 
Pamelia  (Cow)  Robinson,  of  Gardiner,  ’ Alaine,  a 
lineal  descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  of  John 
Robinson,  pastor  of  the  “Alayflower”  Pilgrims. 
To  Air.  and  Airs.  AIcAuslan  were  born  seven 
children,  all  sons,  namely : 

(i)  George  Robert  AIcAuslan,  eldest  son 
of  John  AIcAuslan,  was  born  Alay  18,  1865, 
Boston,  Alass.,  and  was  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Providence.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  the  “Alowry  and 
Goff  English  and  Classical  School”  and  the  Provi- 
dence high  school,  from  which  he  graduated.  After 
leaving  school  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of 
William  R.  Walker  & Son,  architects,  for  one 
year.  He  then  was  employed  by  Callender,  AIc- 
Auslan  & Troup  for  over  six  years,  leaving  there 
to  become  treasurer  of  the  Chemnitz  Company, 
of  Providence,  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  of  which 
his  father  was  the  principal  owner.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  George  R.  AIcAuslan  became  a 
trustee  of  his  estate  under  the  will,  and  the  Chem- 
nitz Company  was  disposed  of.  George  R.  AIc- 
Auslan  assumed  the  duties  of  trustee  of  the  large 
estate,  which  under  his  wise  and  capable  manage- 
ment has  very  materially  increased,  and  is  in  a 
highly  prosperous  condition.  Since  assuming  the 
management  of  the  estate  he  has  erected  a very 
valuable  business  block  in  Holyoke,  Alass.,  and  the 
extensive  dry-goods  establishment  of  the  John  AV. 
AIcAuslan  Company,  at  Burlington,  \T.,  has  had 
a steady  increase  of  business.  The  estate  holds  a' 
large  interest  in  the  “Boston  Store”  at  Provi- 
dence. 

George  R.  AIcAuslan  is  one  of  the  directors 


i6oo 


RHODE  ISLAND 


of  the  Callender,  ]\lcAiislan  & Troup  Conipany 
(■■Boston  Store”),  and  is  president  and  secretary 
of  the  Boston  Store  Land  Company,  which  owns 
the  property  occupied  by  that  business  house.  He 
looks  after  the  outside  business  interests  of  the 
company — the  management  of  their  real  estate, 
etc.  He  is  also  president  of  the  J.  W.  AIcAuslan 
Company,  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

In  1889  AIcAuslan  married  Georgianna 

W.  Blackmar,  of  Providence,  daughter  of  Jason 
A.  and  Sarah  (Packard)  Blackmar  and  a descend- 
ant of  the  old  Scituate  family  of  that  name.  On 
her  mother’s  side  she  is  descended  from  the  Pack- 
ard family  who  settled  at  Bridgewater,  Alass.,  in 
1638,  and  the  Cranston  family  who  produced  two 
Governors  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  under 
the  royal  charter,  and  from  whom  the  town  of 
Cranston  takes  its  name.  Air.  and  Airs.  AIcAuslan 
have  had  one  daughter,  Georgianna,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Air.  AIcAuslan  is  a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge, 
Xo.  33,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.  Like  his  father  he  is  fore- 
most in  religious  and  benevolent  works,  is  a leading 
and  active  member  of  the  Union  Congregational 
Church,  has  served  as  a member  of  the  standing 
committee  and  for  several  years  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school,  while  serving  as  such 
designing  the  building,  drawing  the  plans  and 
superintending  the  erection  of  the  building  oc- 
cupied by  the  Parkside  Alission,  near  Roger  Wil- 
liams park,  and  established  by  the  Union  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  also  for  a number  of  years 
was  actively  connected  with  the  Y.  AI.  C.  A.,  and 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Gymnasium  committee.  He  held 
this  position  at  the  time  they  moved  into  their 
present  building,  and  he  purchased  the  entire  out- 
fit of  apparatus  for  the  equipment  of  their  gym- 
nasium. He  is  now  a member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Rhode  Island  Sunday-school  As- 
sociation, and  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Providence  Rescue  Home.  Air.  AIcAuslan  in- 
herits much  of  his  father’s  business  acumen,  as 
well  as  many  of  his  admirable  personal  character- 
istics, and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a large  circle 
of  friends. 

(2)  John  Wallace  Alc.Auslan,  born  Oct.  3,  1866, 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  and  the 
Alowry  and  Goff  English  and  Classical  School, 
and  later  graduated  from  the  Providence  high 
school.  For  a time  after  leaving  school  he  was 
employed  in  the  store  of  the  Callender,  Alc.Auslan 
& Troup  Company,  later  going  to  Burlington.  AT., 
where  with  his  father  he  became  interested  in  a 
dry-goods  business  afterward  owned  by  the  John 
W.  AIcAuslan  Company.  He  was  still  successfully 
engaged  there  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Sept.  II,  1894.  He  married  I'annie 
.Ashley,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Arthur  A. 

(3)  William  Alexander  AIcAuslan,  born  Xov. 
17,  1872,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 


Brown  University,  graduating  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution in  1896.  He  entered  tlie  employ  of  Denholm 
& AIcKay,  of  Worcester,  where  he  remained  some 
time.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Callender,  AIcAuslan  & Troup  Company,  leaving 
them  in  1900.  At  the  present  time  he  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Shepard  Company.  He  married 
Grace  Barnaby,  of  Providence,  and  they  have  had 
three  children,  William  A.,  Jr.  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), Barnaby  and  Grace. 

(4)  Arthur  Warden  AIcAuslan,  born  Alarch  15, 
1874,  died  Jan.  26,  1885. 

(5)  Harold  Lee  AIcAuslan,  born  April  i,  1877, 
attended  the  Providence  public  schools  and  for  two 
years  was  a student  at  Brown  University.  He  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  J.  W.  AIcAuslan  Company, 
of  Burlington,  Vt.  He  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the 
Callender,  AIcAuslan  & Troup  Company.  He  mar- 
ried Cleoria  Foster,  of  Burlington,  AT.,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Harold  Lee,  Jr. 

(6)  Frederick  T.  AIcAuslan,  born  Dec.  6,  1879. 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  Highland 
Alilitary  Academy  and  AA’orcester  Academy,  both 
at  AA'orcester,  Alass.  For  a time  after  leaving 
school  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  J.  C.  Alaclnnes 
Compaiiy,  of  AA'orcester,  and  he  later  W'lent  to 
Duluth,  Alinn.,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Panton  & AATiite,  a large  dry-goods  firm  there. 
He  was  afterward  engaged  by  the  Sweeney  Com- 
pany, in  their  department  store  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
He  is  nov/  in  the  employ  of  the  General  Fire  Ex- 
tinguisher Company,  of  Providence. 

(7)  Albert  H.  AIcAuslan,  born  June  26,  1881, 
completed  his  education  at  the  New  Bedford  Textile 
School,  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  which  he  attended 
two  years.  After  graduating  from  that  institution 
he  went  to  Erie,  Pa.,  and  entered  the  dry-goods 
store  of  the  Sibley,  Lindsey  & Curr  Company  for 
a year,  at  the  end  of  that  time  going  to  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  to  enter  the  employ  of  H.  A.  Alildrum  & Co., 
a large  concern  there,  where  he  is  at  the  present 
time. 

John  AIcAuslan,  the  father  of  this  family,  died 
at  his  home  in  Providence.  R.  I.,  Jan.  13,  1896, 
and  the  event  was  thus  referred  to  editorially  in 
the  Providence  Daily  Journal : 

In  the  death  of  John  Mc.AiisIan  this  community  loses 
the  services  of  one  of  its  foremost  residents.  He  was  a 
man  of  integrity,  of  al)i!ity  and  of  unfailing  kindness  in 
liis  relations  with  all.  He  filled  many  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  and  would  have  been  placed  in  many 
more  had  not  his  modest  nature  shrunk  from  assuming 
burdens  which  seemed  weightier  than  he  was  called  upon 
to  bear.  His  memory  will  long  he  treasured  by  all  who 
had  the  privilege  of  coming  within  the  reach  of  his  in- 
fluence. 

HliXT  (East  Providence  Family).  The  Hunts 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  which 
years  ago  included  a number  of  towns  in  both 
Alassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  among  them  See- 
konk  and  Attleboro,  Alassachusetts,  and  East 
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Providence,  Barrington  and  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Is- 
land, are  of  260  and  more  years’  standing  there.  To 
the  Seekonk-East  Providence  family,  with  which 
this  article  deals,  and  the  head  of  which  was  the 
late  William  Donnison  Hunt,  belongs  the  latter’s 
son,  Simeon  Hunt,  ]M.  D.,  a graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth College  and  long  a leading  physician  and 
surgeon  in  and  about  his  native  town  and  a public 
official  in  the  town  of  his  residence — East  Provi- 
dence. 

The  family  history  of  the  late  William  Donni- 
son Hunt,  with  a sketch  of  the  Doctor  and  the 
family  genealogy,  is  set  forth  in  the  following,  the 
arrangement  being  chronological. 

(I)  Lieut.  Peter  Hunt  was  at  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
in  1643,  ^ proprietor,  a freeman  June  4,  1645, 
admitted  as  such  June  5,  1651.  He  was  a town 
officer.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Judith  Smith,  who  came  from  County  Nor- 
folk, England.  Mr.  Hunt’s  will  was  probated  Dec. 
26,  1692.  He  was  buried  Oct.  21st  of  that  year. 
His  widow  remarried  and  died  in  1724,  the  widow 
of  Isaac  Williams.  The  children  born  to  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  were:  Sarah,  born  Jan.  21,  1646;  Judith, 
April  12,  1648;  Peter,  June  11,  1650;  Enoch,  Eeb. 
28,  1652;  Elizabeth,  March  i,  1654;  John,  Oct.  15, 
1656;  Mary,  June  15,  1658;  Ephraim,  Alarch  31, 
1661;  Tabitha,  Sept.  14,  1663:  Daniel,  Eeb.  14, 
1665;  Benjamin,  Sept.  29,  1668;  and  Nathaniel, 
Dec.  31,  1670. 

This  Peter  Hunt  is  made  by  the  compiler  of  the 
genealogy  of  the  Hunt  family  (1862-3)  a son  of 
Enoch  Hunt,  who  came  from  Titenden  in  the 
parish  of  Lee,  England,  was  at  Weymouth,  Mass., 
1640;  town  officer,  1651.  His  wife,  Dorothie,  was 
formerly  widow  Barker.  Enoch  Hunt  died  before 
1647,  she  surviving  him. 

(II)  Ephraim  Hunt,  born  IMarch  31,  i66r,  mar- 
ried Rebecca  , and  they  were  residents  of 

Rehoboth,  Mass.  Mr.  Hunt  died  May  9,  1694, 
and  his  widow  remarried,  marrying  Nov.  22.  1697, 
David  Carpenter.  The  children  born  to  Ephraim 
and  his  wife  were;  Daniel,  born  July  12,  1687; 
John,  March  9,  1688;  Sarah,  Oct.  16,  1690;  and 
Hannah,  June  26,  1693. 

(III)  John  Hunt,  born  March  9,  1688,  mar- 
ried Dec.  II,  1712,  Susanna  Sweeting  and  they 
were  residents  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  He  was  called 
Lieutenant  Hunt.  He  made  his  will  April  23, 
1751,  and  he  died  Oct.  15th  of  that  year.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah,  born  in  1716:  Susanna,  March 
26,  1718;  John,  Feb.  20,  1719:  Isaiah,  July  16, 
1721 ; Hannah,  Oct.  i,  1722;  Simeon,  Jan.  15,  1724; 
Elizabeth,  Aug.  21,  1726;  Levi,  Dec.  22,  1730; 
and  Molly,  March  17,  1732. 

(IV)  Simeon  Hunt,  born  Jan.  15,  1724,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Donnison  and  they  were  residents 
of  Providence,  R.  1.  Their  children  were : John, 
born  July  ii,  1755  ; Simeon,  May  3,  1757  (died  Jan. 
12,  1758)  ; and  Simeon  (2),  born  May  4,  1761. 

(V)  John  Hunt,  son  of  Simeon,  was  born  July 
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Ruth  Straight,  and  their  children  were : Simeon, 
born  March  ii,  1789,  died  in  1872,  in  the  town  of 
South  Cortland,  N.  Y. ; Eliza  D.,  born  April  24, 
1791,  died  in  Providence,  Sept.  18,  1872;  Nancy, 
born  June  7 or  9,  1793,  died  Aug.  i,  1794;  John, 
born  Aug.  8,  1795,  died  Aug.  31,  1795;  John  Don- 
nison, born  July  2,  1796,  died  Aug.  16,  1796;  Wil- 
liam Donnison,  born  Dec.  29,  1797;  Mary  Ann, 
born  Oct.  3,  1800;  and  Abby  S.,  born  April  1 1, 
1809.  All  excepting  the  last  two  were  born  in 
Providence,  and  they  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts. 

((VI)  William  Donnison  Hunt,  born  Dec. 
29,  1797,  owned  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century 
a large  tract  of  land  where  Watchemoket  Square, 
East  Providence,  is  now  located.  At  one  time  he 
also  owned  what  afterward  was  known  as  the  old 
Mauran  farm.  In  about  1836  he  sold  his  prop- 
erties in  East  Providence  (then  Seekonk)  and  pur- 
chased a large  farm  in  Rehoboth,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a most  success- 
ful farmer,  noted  for  miles  around  for  his  skill 
in  this  occupation.  He  was  a man  of  strong  char- 
acter and  excellent  judgment.  A friend  of  educa- 
tion, he  gave  to  his  children  superior  advantages 
and  seven  of  them  became  teachers  in  the  sur- 
rounding towns  of  Rehoboth,  Swansea,  East  Provi- 
dence, Pawtucket  and  Taunton.  He  was  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Seekonk  for  a number  of  years 
and  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Massa- 
chusetts. On  Feb.  19,  1821,  he  married  Lydia  J. 
Chase,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Seekonk, 
Mass.  Their  children  were:  Ann,  born  June  7, 
1822,  of  Attleboro  (mother  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Goff)  ; 
John,  born  March  6,  1824,  was  a member  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Assembly ; William  D., 
born  Oct.  19,  1825,  died  Oct.  28,  1847;  Sarah 
Chase,  born  (Jet.  15,  1827,  married  Horace  G. 
Smith;  Elizabeth  Peck,  born  Feb.  ii,  1830,  mar- 
ried George  H.  Carpenter;  Catherine  Jenks,  born 
Eeb.  II,  1832,  lives  in  Rehoboth;  Samuel  M.,  born 
Eeb.  17,  1835,  died  in  California  in  1894;  Simeon, 
born  April  27,  1837;  and  George  Henry,  born  Dec. 
16,  1839,  died  in  lYbruary,  1905. 

(VH)  Simeon  Hunt,  M.  D.,  born  April  27, 
1837,  Seekonk,  Mass.,  married  Oct.  25,  1865, 
Anna  M.,  daughter  of  Samuel  W.  Balch,  of  Lyme, 
New  Hampshire. 

Dr.  Hunt  in  boyhood  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Friends’  School  in  Providence,  R.  1. 
Entering  Dartmouth  College  he  was  graduated  in 
1862,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Previous  to  this 
event,  in  the  winter  of  1861,  he  commenced  the 
studv  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Phineas  Spaulding,  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.  Subse- 
quently he  continued  his  studies  under  Dr.  A.  B. 
(Trosby,  of  Hanover,  and  Dr.  William  D.  Buck, 
of  Manchester.  He  taught  select  and  public  school, 
1857-63.  He  took  two  courses  of  lectures  at  Dart- 
mouth Medical  School,  and  was  graduated  with 
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the  degree  of  AI.  D.  in  October.  1864.  He  then 
located  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Corry, 
Pa.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865,  was  engaged  in 
practice  at  Springfield,  Erie  county,  that  State. 
Two  years  later  he  returned  to  East  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  this  point  and  vicinity  has  since  been 
his  field  of  active  and  successful  practice. 

While  in  college  Dr.  Hunt  was  a member  of  the 
Greek  letter  society.  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  also  of 
Kappa  Kappa  Kappa,  the  only  chapter  of  this  fra- 
ternity being  founded  by  Daniel  Webster,  Rufus 
Choate  and  Charles  B.  Haddock  in  1842.  He  was 
honored  in  1878  with  the  degree  of  A.  W.  by  his 
Alma  Hater.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Provi- 
dence Medical  Association,  the  Rhode  Island  Medi- 
cal Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  also  of  the  American  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion. He  is  a charter  member  and  now  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medico-Legal 
Society,  and  was  medical  examiner  for  six  years 
(1885-91)  for  the  Tenth  District,  appointed  by 
Governor  Bourne.  Dr.  Hunt  is  a prominent  Ma- 
son, being  a charter  member  (1864)  and  past  mas- 
ter of  Rising  Sun  Lodge  in  1885-86 ; also  a member 
of  the  Chapter,  Commandery  and  the  Shrine,  as 
well  as  of  the  Veteran  Masonic  Association.  He 
has  served  his  town  as  health  officer  several  years, 

1885- 87,  and  as  a member  of  the  school  committee, 

1886- 88. 

To  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Hunt  and  iMiss  Balch 
have  come  children  as  follows : Charles  Balch, 
born  Sept.  2,  1866,  died  in  infancy;  William  West, 
born  April  22,  i8()8,  fraduated  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1890,  and  is 
now  associated  in  praetice  with  his  father;  Charles 
Balch  (2),  born  July  24,  iS6g,  died  in  infancy; 
Fred  Balch,  born  Jan.  8,  1872,  was  drowned  Aug. 
2,  1882;  and  Archie  John,  born  Nov.  3,  1878,  is 
in  iMexico,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  occupation 
of  assayer. 

(YIII)  William  West  Hunt,  son  of  Dr.  Hunt, 
xvas  born  April  22,  1868.  He  graduated  from  the 
■College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York, 
1890,  and  is  now  associated  in  practice  with  his 
father.  He  married  Eliza  Johnson,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Fred  B.  and  Arthur  J. 

WILLIAM  CHACE  GREENE,  treasurer  of 
the  Peace  Dale  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Peace 
Dale,  R.  I.,  and  a well-known  and  representative 
citizen  of  that  place,  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Surgeon  John  Greene,  the  pioneer 
])roge!iitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  the  line 
of  descent  being  as  follows : 

(I)  John  Greene,  surgeon. 

(II)  James  Greene,  son  of  John. 

(HI)  jabez  Greene,  son  of  James. 

(IV)  Nathanael  Greene,  son  of  Jabez. 

(V)  Christopher  Greene,  son  of  Nathanael. 

(VI)  Nathanael  Greene,  son  of  Christopher, 
was  born  Oct.  9,  1789,  and  married  June  14,  T814, 


Abby  Sophia,  daughter  of  Wanton  and  Elizabeth 
Casey,  of  East  Greenwich,  born  March  5,  1794. 
Nathanael  Greene  was  a resident  of  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  a captain  in  the  merchant  marine  service 
in  the  East  India  trade,  and  later  in  life  was  agent 
for  the  Providence  & Stonington  Railroad.  He  died 
Jan.  4,  1841,  and  his  wife  Jan.  i,  1838.  Their  chil- 
dren were  : Christopher  Albert,  born  June  27,  1816; 
Nathanael,  born  June  27,  1818;  John  Ward,  born 
April  7,  1823;  Thomas  Casey,  born  Sept.  28,  1826; 
Charles  Collins,  born  Aug.  28,  1828;  William  Max- 
well, born  July  23,  1832;  and  a son  and  a daughter, 
born  in  September,  1837. 

(VH)  Christopher  Albert  Greene,  son  of  Na- 
thanael, was  born  June  27,  1816,  at  East  Green- 
wich. He  was  graduated  from  the  United  States 
^Military  Academy,  West  Point,  in  1836,  beeoming 
a lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army.  As  a 
cadet  he  served  in  the  Seminole  war,  but  believing 
that  war  to  be  unjust  he  resigned  his  cadetship. 
Later  he  was  re-appointed  to  the  Military  Academy 
by  President  Jackson.  While  serving  in  the  En- 
gineering Corps  he  assisted  in  laying  out  the 
boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Maine  and 
Canada.  After  leaving  the  United  States  service 
he  read  law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Richard 
Ward  Greene,  afterward  Chief  Justice  of  the 
State,  but  he  gave  up  this  study  after  a few  months 
to  teach  in  the  University  Grammar  School.  Later 
he  became  assistant  to  Mr.  Tillinghast,  founder  of 
the  Bridgewater  Normal  School,  and  afterward 
was  a teacher  at  Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  and  was  princi- 
pal of  IMilton  Academy,  at  Milton,  Mass.  After 
this  he  conducted  a private  school  at  Jamaica 
Plain,  IMass.,  until  failing  health  caused  him  to 
seek  a milder  climate,  and  he  became  an  instructor 
in  the  Military  Academy  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  summer  of  1853,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Providence.  He  died  at  the  residence  of 
his  father-in-law,  William  Chace,  in  the  town  of 
North  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.  28,  1853,  in  the 
thirty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  On  June  20,  1842, 
he  married  Sarah  Anna,  born  June  22,  1818,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Lydia  Bowen  (Drowne)  Chace, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  j\Irs.  Greene  were:  Abbie  Sophia,  born  Dec. 
II,  1844,  married  Richard  Meade  Atwater;  Sarah 
Anna,  born  Nov.  28,  1846,  died  April  29,  1847; 
Christopher  Wanton  Casey,  born  Sept.  26,  1848, 
died  j\lay  3,  1862,  at  Providence,  R.  I. ; Eliza 
Chace,  born  March  2,  1851,  married  Arnold  B. 
Chace;  and  William  Chace  was  born  Dec.  16, 
1852. 

(VTH)  William  Chace  Greene,  born  Dec.  16, 
1852,  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  married  Oct.  24,  1877, 
Sarah  Holden,  born  May  25,  1855,  in  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  (laughter  of  Daniel  Follansbee  and  Anna 
Hall  (Holden)  Morrill,  of  Vineland,  New  Jersey. 

IMr.  Greene  was  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity with  the  class  of  1875,  having  prepared 
therefor  at  IMowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical 
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High  School.  While  at  Brown  he  was  a member 
of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Fraternity.  Mr.  Greene 
has  been  variously  employed,  having  in  former 
years  been  connected  with  the  Moodus  Yarn  Com- 
pany, of  Moodus,  Conn.,  and  agent  for  the  Thorn- 
dyke  Company,  of  Thorndyke,  Mass.,  and  for  the 
Columbia  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Greenville, 
N.  H.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  assistant  treas- 
urer of  the  Peace  Dale  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  in  1899  became  treasurer  and  general  manager, 
a position  he  has  since  efficiently  filled.  During  his 
residence  in  Peace  Dale,  Mr.  Greene  has  served  as 
trustee,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  South  Kings- 
town High  school,  and  as  a member  of  the  school 
board.  He  is  well  known  for  his  public  spirit, 
and  for  his  willingness  to  aid  in  all  things  tending 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  town  of  his  adoption. 
He  acted  as  chairman  of  the  committee  having 
charge  of  the  appropriation  made  by  the  town  for 
use  in  opening  the  Point  Judith  Breach  way.  He 
is  also  trustee  of  the  Narragansett  Library,  and 
of  the  Hazard  Memorial.  Mr.  Greene’s  record  is 
unique  in  having  served  on  the  school  committee 
in  four  States — Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  Hampshire. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Chace  Greene  were 
born  these  children : Esther  Follansbee  was  born 
Jan.  23,  1879;  Winifred  Hastings,  born  Dec.  12, 
1880,  died  July  25,  1881 ; Prescott  Morrill,  born 
Dec.  3,  1881,  graduated  from  Yale  in  1903,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Peace  Dale  Manufacturing 
Company;  Christopher  Albert,  born  April  15, 
1886,  belongs  to  the  class  of  1908,  Brown  Uni- 
versity; and  William  Chace,  Jr.,  was  born  March 
12,  1901. 

KIMBALL.  For  approximately  two  hundred 
and  seventy  years  the  Kimballs  have  been  identified 
with  the  annals  of  New  England,  since  the  year 
1634,  when  there  landed  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth’' 
at  Boston  Richard  Kemball,  who  settled  at  Ips- 
wich and  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  that 
town.  From  this  Richard  Kemball,  through  John, 
Joseph,  Philemon  and  Dean  Kimball,  the  last 
named  being  a settler  here,  and  Asa  Kimball,  of 
the  fifth  generation,  c^me  the  Kimballs  who  have 
since  figured  largely  in  Providence  and  the  near- 
by industrial  region  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
chusetts. Such  men  as  the  late  Silas  Harris  Kim- 
ball, James  Madison  Kimball,  Arthur  M.  Kimball, 
Andrew  Angell  Kimball,  Jerome  Bonaparte  Kim- 
ball and  Arthur  Kimball  have  worthily  perpetuated 
the  family  name. 

There  follows  in  brief  the  personal  and  family 
history  of  the  late  Andrew  Angell  Kimball,  of 
Providence,  in  chronological  order,  beginning  with 
the  immigrant  settler. 

(I)  Richard  Kemball,  of  the  parish  of  Rattles- 
den,  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  came  with  his 
family  to  New  England  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth” 
in  1634,  arriving  at  Boston,  and  thence  went  to 


\\  atertown.  Mass.  He  soon  became  a prominent 
and  active  man  in  the  new  settlement;  was  pro- 
claimed a freeman  in  1635,  was  proprietor 

in  1630-37.  Soon  thereafter  he  removed  to  Ips- 
wich, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  services  as  a wheelwright  were  very  much  ap- 
preciated. Mr.  Kemball  married  Ursula,  daughter 
of  Henry  Scott,  of  Rattlesden,  and  (second)  Oct. 
23,  1661,  Mrs.  Alargaret  Dow,  of  Hampton,  N.  H. 
He  died  June  22,  1675.  His  widow  died  March  i, 
1676.  His  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  and 
all  born  in  England  except  the  youngest  child, 
were:  Abigail,  Henry,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  Mary, 
Martha,  John,  Thomas  and  Sarah. 

(H)  John  Kimball,  born  in  1631,  married, 
about  1655,  Mary  Bradstreet,  born  in  1633,  in 
England,  who  with  her  parents  came  to  New 
England  in  the  same  ship  with  Mr.  Kimball.  The 
latter  united  with  the  church  March  8,  1673.  Ly 
trade  Air.  Kimball  was  a wheelwright,  but  b) 
occupation  he  seems  to  have  been  also  an  ex- 
tensive farmer.  He  died  Alay  6,  1698.  His  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Ipswich,  were : John,  Alary, 
Sarah,  Hannah,  Rebecca,  Richard,  Elizabeth,  Abi- 
gail, John,  Benjamin,  Aloses,  Aaron  and  Joseph. 

(HI)  Joseph  Kimball,  born  Jan.  24,  1675,  re- 
sided in  Ipswich.  He  died  in  1761.  He  and  his 
wife  Sarah  had  the  following  named  children,  all 
born  in  Ipswich;  Sarah,  Joseph,  Philemon,  Eu- 
nice, Alercy,  Daniel,  Stephen,  Joshua  and  Dean. 

(IV)  Dean  Kimball,  born  Sept.  8,  1717,  mar- 
ried Abigail,  and  lived  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  and  Glo- 
cester,  R.  I.  Mr.  Kimball  died  in  1771,  in  Johns- 
ton, R.  I.,  his  wife  surviving  him.  Their  children 
were:  Benjamin,  Amos,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Rhoda, 
Joshua  and  Dean. 

(V)  Benjamin  Kimball,  son  of  Dean,  born 
Nov.  14,  1742,  in  Glocester,  R.  L,  married  Oct. 
16,  1768,  Anne,  born  in  1741,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Rutenbarge,  and  they  were  residents  of  Johns- 
ton, R.  I.  Air.  Kimball  died  Oct.  l,  1820.  Their 
children  were:  Joshua;  Benjamin,  born  July  25, 
1775  ; and  Amey,  born  Nov.  9,  1800. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Kimball  (2),  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  July  25,  1775,  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  married 
Patience,  born  Alay  25,  1776,  daughter  of  Arthur 
Alatthewson,  and  they  resided  in  Johnston,  R.  I., 
Air.  Kimball  being  occupied  in  farming.  He  died 
April  30,  1835,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Feb. 
7,  1836.  Their  children  were : Susan,  born  Alay 
4>  1795;  Celestia,  born  Oct.  10,  1796;  Amey  R., 
born  Sept.  22,  1798;  Solomon,  born  Oct.  29,  1800; 
Sarah  H.,  born  April  12,  1803;  Aliranda,  born  Oct. 
19,  1806;  Arthur  AT,  born  Nov.  i,  1808;  Hannah 
J.,  born  Jan.  4,  1811;  Almira,  born  Feb.  8,  1813; 
Benjamin,  born  June  16,  1815;  Henry  R.,  born 
Feb.  2,  1818;  Patience,  born  Alarch  13,  1820; 
Alary,  born  Alarch  13,  1820;  and  Lydia,  born  Nov. 
25,  1823. 

(VII)  Arthur  AI.  Kimball,  son  of  Benjamin 
(2),  born  Nov.  i,  1808,  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  married 
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Mary  Angell,  and  they  resided  in  Johnston,  R.  I. 
He  died  |uly  3,  1887.'  Their  children  were:  An- 
drew Angell,' born  Aug.  5,  1833;  Philena,  born  Feb. 
24,  1835;  Albert,  born  Oct.  28,  1836;  and  Walter, 
born  Nov.  12,  1838. 

(Vni)  Andrew  Ange:ll  Kimball,  son  of 
Arthur  ^I.  and  iMary  (Angell)  Kimball,  born  Aug. 
5,  1833,  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  married  June  15,  1864, 
Lucy  ilammond  Talbot,  born  July  5,  1833,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Scott)  Talbot,  of  East 
Machias,  Maine,  and  they  became  residents  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Kimball  was  reared  in  his  native  town 
and  received  his  education  at  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy.  He  became  a cotton  merchant  at  Provi- 
dence, and  through  his  energy  and  capability  was 
a verv  successful  business  man,  accumulating  a 
large 'estate.  He  also  inherited  large  property 
interests  from  his  father,  the  late  Arthur  M.  Kim- 
ball, whose  death  occurred  in  1887.  Just  prior  to 
the  death  of  the  elder  ^Ir.  Kimball  the  son  retired 
from  active  business,  giving  his  attention  thereafter 
to  his  real  estate  holdings,  situated  largely  in  the 
western  part  of  the  city  of  Providence  and  in 
Johnston.  Mr.  Kimball  was  quiet  and  simple  in 
his  tastes,  caring  nothing  for  public  or  high  social 
life,  and  was  not  a member  of  any  society  or 
club.  For  a number  of  yt?ars  he  officiated  as 
organist  in  one  of  the  city’s  churches.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who  came  in  social 
or  business  contact  with  him,  and  in  business  circles 
had  the  regard  and  confidence  of  all. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimball 
were:  Mary  Talbot,  born  March  2,  1867;  and 

Walter  Hammond,  born  May  10,  1870.  Mr.  Kim- 
ball died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  i, 
1896. 

(IX)  Walter  Hammond  Kimball  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  graduated  from 
Prown  University  in  1894.  with  the  degree  of  Ph. 
B.  He  is  a member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Chi  fraternity, 
the  University  Club  and  the  Providence  Art  Club. 
Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has  efficiently  man- 
aged the  estate. 

R.-\GGS  (Hopkinton  family).  The  earliest 
vital  record  of  the  Baggs  family  of  Rhode  Island 
is  found  at  Portsmouth,  this  being  the  family  of 
Henry  and  Anne  Baggs,  which  comprised  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Content,  born  May  3,  1695; 

John.  Dec.  8.  1698;  Mary,  Jan.  25,  1702;  and 
Henry,  Sejit.  20,  1705. 

John  Baggs,  son  of  Henry,  born  Dec.  8,  1698, 
married  (first)  Feb.  26,  1720-21,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Allway.  She  died  Jan.  25,  1722-23. 
The  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Rebecca.  One 
child  is  of  Portsmouth  town  record  as  born  to  the 
first  marriage,  namely,  John,  Dec.  31,  1721  ; and 
there  is  but  one  child  of  Portsmouth  town  record 
as  born  to  the  second  marriage,  namely:  Noble, 
born  May  5,  17 — . 


The  public  vital  and  family  records  at  hand 
do  not  permit  of  giving  therefrom  the  full  genea- 
logy of  the  family.  The  Baggs  family  here  under 
consideration  is  that  of  some  of  the  descendants  of 
the  late  Benjamin  Baggs,  of  Washington  county, 
one  of  whose  sons,  the  late  Elisha  Larkin  Baggs, 
was  long  a substantial  man  and  respected  and  use- 
ful citizen,  teacher,  etc.,  in  one  or  more  of  the  towns 
of  Southwestern  Rhode  Island;  and  one  of  whose 
grandsons,  the  late  Joseph  F.  Baggs,  son  of  Jo- 
seph E.,  was  for  many  years  a merchant,  post- 
master, etc.,  of  the  village  of  Woodville  in  the 
town  of  Hopkinton.  The  family  tradition  is  that 
their  ancestor  John  Baggs  settled  at  Newport, 
R.  I.  In  support  of  this  tradition  is  cited  the  early 
Portsmouth  family  given  in  the  foregoing.  In  the 
Colonial  records  of  the  State  it  is  stated  that  John 
Baggs  of  Newport  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
the  Colony  at  the  (May  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, 1756. 

In  the  list  of  the  members  of  the  year  1814, 
of  the  Eirst  General  Baptist  Church,  in  the  town 
of  Richmond,  this  State,  appear  the  names  of 
Avery,  Benjamin,  John,  Sabra,  Tapheny  and  Wells 
Baggs,  and  later  on  those  of  Adelia  S.,  Benjamin, 
Jr.,  George  W.,  John  E.,  Joseph  E.,  Alary  (wife  of 
George  P.),  Nathan,  Sabra  (2)  and  Sarah  A. 
Baggs.  Among  these  were  the  forefathers  of  the 
branch  of  the  Baggs  family  of  that  section  to  which 
this  article  is  given  together  with  some  of  their 
posterity. 

Benjamin  Baggs,  son  of  John,  was  born  Eeb. 
6,  1772,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1826.  His  wife  Nancy, 
whom  he  married  Oct.  ii,  1793,  bore  him  children 
as  follows:  Joseph  E.,  born  April  6,  1795;  Mar- 
garet, Aug.  9,  1797;  Benjamin,  Aug.  24,  1799; 
George  P.,  Sept.  13,  1801 ; Russell  C.,  Nov.  14, 
1803;  Traphena,  Nov.  8,  1805;  Elisha  Larkin,  May 
8,  1810;  and  Melissa,  Oct.  21,  1813. 

Elisha  Larkin  Baggs,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  Hopkinton,  A I ay  8,  1810,  and  he  died  July 
23,  1884.  He  married  Alaria  Sunderland,  born 
x\pril  14,  1824,  their  children  were : Milton 
Payne,  born  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Oct.  2, 
1847 ; Sophia  Harris,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  May  8, 
1850;  Ella  Adelia,  in  Exeter,  Oct.  4,  1852;  Lean- 
der  Lee  Lelland,  in  Exeter  Oct.  31,  1855;  Vernon 
Andre,  in  North  Kingstown,  Jan.  10,  1^9. 

Elisha  Larkin  Baggs  was  a schoolmaster  all 
of  his  life,  and  one  of  the  best  known  educators 
in  Rhode  Island.  He  began  teaching  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  only  gave  up  the  pro- 
fession some  few  years  prior  to  his  death.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  a man  of  the  correct  de- 
portment and  moral  habits  of  this  veteran  educator, 
of  this  long-time  director  of  the  minds  of  the 
youth  of  southwestern  Rhode  Island,  left  his  im- 
press for  good  upon  society.  In  1848  Air.  Baggs 
was  made  a Notary  Public  for  the  County  of  Wash- 
ington. He  was  an  author  of  several  text  books, 
one  a grammar ; another  a work  on  mathematics. 
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entitled  “The  Common  School  Interrogator  and 
Expositor,  or  Teachers’  Ready  Friend.” 

Joseph  E.  Baggs,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
April  6,  1795,  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Kenyon,  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
old  and  substantial  families  of  Rhode  Island  and 
to  whom  were  born  children  as  follows : Adelia 
S. ; John  F. ; Harriet  X. ; Albert  G. ; and  Joseph  F., 
born  i\lay  8,  1838. 

Joseph  F.  B.\gg.s,  son  of  Joseph  E.  and  Sarah 
(Kenyon)  Baggs,  was  born  May  8,  1838,  in  the 
town  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  acquired  his  education. 
While  yet  a boy  his  parents  removed  to  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  this  State,  where  he  may  also  have 
attended  school.  Later  on,  however,  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  for  a period  he  fol- 
lowed as  a vocation,  being  for  a time  the  foreman, 
or  boss,  in  one  of  the  spinning  mills  of  his  section. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  in  about  1872,  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Woodville,  in  the 
town  of  Hopkinton,  in  which  he  continued  through 
the  remaining  years  of  his  active  business  life — 
a period  of  twenty-eight  years — meeting  with  de- 
served success.  He  was  postmaster  of  the  vil- 
lage from  Nov.  16,  1874,  until  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Mr.  Baggs  was  domeslic  in  his  tastes  and 
habits,  loved  his  home  and  family,  and  was  hap- 
piest when  within  the  home  circle.  He  cared 
nothing  for  political  preferment,  had  no  taste  or  de- 
sire for  public  office.  He  gave  close  attention  to 
his  business,  placing  it  and  his  family  before  all 
else.  He  won  and  held  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  community  in  which  he  so  long  lived  and  did 
business. 

In  1870  Mr.  Baggs  was  married  to  Sophia 
Baggs,  who  was  born  in  1850.  Two  children 
blessed  this  union,  Laura  M.,  born  Sept.  16,  1874; 
and  Walter  D.,  born  July  23,  1889.  The  mother  of 
these  died  Oct.  3,  1889.  The  father  passed  away 
at  his  home  in  Woodville,  R.  I.,  March  20,  1900. 
At  the  time  of  the  funeral  the  home  was  filled  with 
relatives  and  friends,  and  the  profusion  of  flowers 
testified  to  the  high  esteem  and  affection  in  which 
the  deceased  was  held. 

ISAAC  COMSTOCK  BATES,  since  1868  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Comstock  & Co.,  was 
born  July  27,  1843,  Blackstone,  Mass.,  son  of 
Laban  and  Lydia  (Comstock)  Bates.  The  follow- 
ing paragraph  regarding  Laban  Bates  is  from  the 
Providence  Bulletin  of  Oct.  14,  1896: 

"With  the  death  of  Laban  Bates  yesterday,  of 
heart  failure  induced  by  old  age,  another  promi- 
nent business  man  and  legislator  wnose  life  work 
was  accomplished  during  the  early  years  of  the  cen- 
tury has  passed  away.  Mr.  Bates  was  born  in 
1810,  at  Bellingham,  Mass.  In  boyhood  he  learned 
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the  trade  of  brushmaking.  About  the  year  1827 
he  joined  his  brother  George  in  the  management 
of  Bates  Tavern,  the  half-way  house  between 
Providence  and  Worcester.  His  brother  died,  and 
the  surviving  partner  continued  the  business  for 
two  years.  It  was  there  that  the  stage-coaches 
stopped  to  change  horses  and  to  allow  the  passen- 
gers to  secure  a meal.  From  a hill  about  a mile 
away  the  driver,  upon  approaching  the  tavern,  blew 
a horn,  announcing  in  his  peculiar  blasts  how  many 
passengers  he  had  and  the  number  that  desired  din- 
ner. By  the  time  the  coach  had  drawn  up  in  the 
yard  the  necessary  supply  of  chickens  would  have 
been  caught  and  placed  on  the  broiler.  Mr.  Bates 
entered  the  butchering  business  in  Mendon,  Mass., 
in  1830.  He  was  elected  to  the  Massachusetts  Leg- 
islature in  1840,  representing  Mendon.  His  first 
session  was  inaugurated  by  a seven-mile  journey  to 
catch  the  Hartford-Boston  stage,  in  a snowstorm. 
The  twenty  years  from  1849  devoted  to  conduct- 
ing a country  store  in  Blackstone,  which  had  been 
set  off  from  Mendon.  Mr.  Bates  received  a sec- 
ond term  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1852. 
He  filled  nearly  every  office  of  importance  in  the 
towns  where  he  resided  and  was  well  known 
throughout  the  State.  In  1869  he  retired  from 
business,  and  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Isaac  C. 
Bates,  at  No.  34  Olive  street.” 

Laban  Bates  married  April  2,  1835,  Lydia  Com- 
stock, who  was  born  Dec.  15,  1816,  daughter  of 
James  and  Catherine  (Farnum)  Comstock,  and  she 
died  May  24,  1858.  To  them  were  born : Amelia 
M.,  born  ]\Iay  22,  1838,  who  married  Marcien 
Jenckes,  and  resides  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Mass.;  Isaac 
C. ; and  George  E.,  born  March  12,  1846,  who  died 
Aug.  22,  1846. 

Isaac  Comstock  Bates  passed  his  boyhood  and 
school  days  at  Blackstone,  Uxbridge  and  Walpole, 
Mass.,  and  at  Lyon’s  school.  Providence.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  store, 
served  as  deputy  postmaster,  and  was  assistant 
cashier  of  the  bank.  In  1868  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  became  a member  of  the  pork 
packing  firm  of  Comstock  & Co.  and  in  1880,  as- 
sociated with  Louis  H.  Comstock,  bought  out  that 
firm,  changing  the  name  to  Comstock  & Co.  Mr. 
Bates  is  a member  of  the  Providence  Board  of 
Trade.  For  several  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
Commercial  Club,  in  which  he  was  very  active ; he 
is  an  old  member  of  the  Providence  Art  Club ; and 
is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design ; 
was  vice-president,  and  also  chairman  of  the  Mu- 
seum committee  for  many  years,  and  has  donated 
many  valuable  paintings  and  pieces  of  pottery.  He 
is  a valued  trustee  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital, 
and  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  taking  a deep  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  both  of  these  institutions.  Mr. 
Bates  is  also  a member  of  the  University  Club, 
Hope  Club  and  Squantum  Club. 

Mr.  Bates  was  married,  in  Alillville,  IMass.,  to 
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Emily,  daughter  of  Henry  S.  Mansfield.  On  Sept. 
i8,  1904,  jMrs.  Bates  lost  her  life  in  a sad  accident, 
being  thrown  from  a carriage  at  Narragansett,  R. 
I.,  and  instantly  killed. 

LOUIS  J.  FRANKENSTEIN  (deceased),  a 
prominent  dry-goods  merchant  of  Westerly,  R.  L, 
died  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  10,  1903,  at  his  home 
at  No.  140  West  Broad  street,  after  an  illness  of 
one  week. 

Mr.  Frankenstein  was  born  June  27,  1856,  at 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  He  attended  the  Yale 
Scientific  School  for  three  years,  and  until  his 
twentieth  year  resided  in  New  York,  in  1876  re- 
moving to  Westerly,  where  with  his  father,  Ignatz 
Frankenstein,  he  opened  a dry-goods  store  on 
!vlain  street.  About  1888  he  removed  the  store  to 
the  Wells  block,  where  he  built  up  one  of  the  larg- 
est dry-goods  businesses  in  Westerly.  For  many 
years  he  was  the  active  manager,  and  proved  to  be 
a man  of  unusual  ability,  and  a citizen  who  won 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
Mr.  Frankenstein  had  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
measures  looking  toward  the  advancement  of  the 
town,  and  held  various  offices  in  the  Eighteenth 
school  district  in  Pawcatuck,  for  .several  years  be- 
ing its  treasurer.  Fie  was  also  treasurer  of  the 
Westerly  Savings  Fund  & Loan  Association,  from 
its  organization  in  1888.  He  was  a member  of 
Granite  Council,  No.  177,  Royal  Arcanum,  and, 
though  not  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  he  was  a regular  attendant  and  took  a deep 
interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  its  welfare.  He 
was  a director  in  the  Pawcatuck  National  Bank  in 
Pawcatuck. 

Early  in  1883  Mr.  Frankenstein  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Fanny  Dixon  iMoss,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  L.  iMoss,  a sketch  of  whom  follows, 
and  to  this  union  were  born : Katharine,  Sally  and 
Elizabeth. 

Rev.  F.  H.  Decker,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Mr.  Frankenstein  ; “He  believed  in  a Holy 
and  loving  God  and  in  the  sonship  of  all  men 
to  him.  He  therefore  believed  that  the  mind  sur- 
vives the  dissolution  of  the  body,  and  that  its 
development  goes  on  to  completion  under  such 
conditions  as  the  All  Father  in  His  unfailing  wis- 
dom ordains.  In  his  death  this  whole  community 
is  bereaved,  for  he  filled  a large  place  in  its  social, 
educational,  business  and  religious  life.  His  name 
is  connected  with  our  best  institutions.  It  was 
well  understood  that  he  could  be  counted  on  to 
give  freely,  and  at  the  first  suggestion,  of  his 
strength,  time  and  money,  to  everything  that 
promised  to  be  of  benefit  to  his  neighbors.  No 
race  prejudice  or  party  spirit  narrowed  his  sym- 
])athies.  Through  the  speaker  and  others  he 
gave  to  many  who  were  in  distress.  We  shall  re- 
member him  as  one  of  our  most  unselfish  and  jnib- 
lic-S])irited  citizens." 


The  tribute  of  the  Pawcatuck  National  Bank 
of  Pawcatuck,  Nov.  ii,  1903,  read  as  follows: 
“The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pawcatuck  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Pawcatuck  desire  to  place  upon 
record  their  sense  of  personal  bereavement  in  the 
death  of  Louis  J.  Frankenstein,  their  associate 
director.  In  the  death  of  Louis  J.  Frankenstein 
they  feel  that  the  bank  has  lost  a man  of  perfect 
integrity,  unusual  business  ability  and  a warm 
personal  friend,  whose  character  in  all  respects 
commanded  the  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
he  has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Ex- 
tending to  his  family  their  earnest  expressions  of 
sympathy,  and  in  further  token  of  respect,  the 
directors  and  officers  will  attend  the  funeral  ser- 
vices Friday  afternoon,  during  the  hours  of  which 
the  hank  will  be  closed. 

“Ordered — That  a copy  of  this  action  be  in- 
scribed on  the  records  of  the  bank,  sent  to  the 
family  of  Louis  J.  Frankenstein,  and  published  in 
the  local  paper. 

“F.  N.  Bidwell,  Cashier.” 

The  Westerly  Thues  said : “In  the  death  of 
L.  J.  Frankenstein,  of  Pawcatuck,  whose  funeral 
obsequies  were  solemnized  yesterday,  the  moral 
and  business  interests  of  his  home  town  and  Wes- 
terly have  lost  an  incalculable  incentive  and  ex- 
ponent. All  of  those  fine  sentiments  of  words  and 
deeds  which  tend  to  promote  the  general  well  be- 
ing of  a community  of  people  are  greatly  lessened 
in  the  death  of  this  man.  The  loss  to  Pawcatuck 
and  Westerly  is  immediate  and  far-reaching  in  its 
consequences,  as  the  future  social  happiness  and 
business  prosperity  of  these  people  must  suffer  by 
the  demise  of  this  citizen,  whose  life  was  cut  off 
in  the  morning  hours  of  his  mature  judgment. 
His  patrons  had  long  learned  to  rely  on  his  busi- 
ness integrity,  and  his  fellow  men  were  fast  learn- 
ing his  enviable  worth  in  public  matters.  He  was 
honest  and  assiduous  in  business,  a devoted  parent, 
an  upright  husband,  a loyal  citizen  and  a con- 
scientious public  official.” 

Tribute  of  the  Westerly  Savings  Fund  & Loan 
Association : “God  in  His  wisdom  has  removed 
from  the  Association  one  of  its  most  useful  mem- 
bers, Louis  J.  Frankenstein,  who  has  been  the 
Treasurer  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
almost  from  its  organization.  Therefore,  in  the 
death  of  IMr.  Frankenstein,  we  feel  that  the  a.s- 
sociation  has  lost  an  efficient  director,  a conscien- 
tious and  faithful  treasurer,  and  a member  who 
was  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  institution.  He 
was  kind  and  courteous  in  his  demeanor,  considerate 
of  the  opinions  of  others,  still  he  was  true  to  his 
own  convictions.  These  characteristics,  together 
with  many  other  sterling  qualities,  both  of  mind 
and  heart,  endeared  him  to  us,  and  in  his  death 
we  feel  that  we  have  lost  a kind  friend  as  well  as 
a good  counsellor.  With  the  consciousness  of  the 
loss  which  we  have  sustained,  and  being  mindful 
of  his  many  virtues,  we  wish  to  extend  to  the 
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family  our  sincere  sympathy  in  tliis  hour  of  their 
deep  sorrow,  for  the  life  so  suddenly  come  to  an 
end  on  earth.  Voted  that  a copy  of  this  tribute  be 
spread  upon  the  records  of  the  association,  sent 
to  the  family  of  Mr.  Frankenstein,  and  published 
in  the  Westerly  Sun. 

“Albert  H.  Spicer — Pres. 

“James  W.  Pollett — Vice-Pres. 

“E.  E.  Whipple,  Sec’y.” 


(I)  John  Moss,  the  ancestor  of  the  Moss 
family  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land about  1619.  In  1639  he  came  to  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  in  1670  removed  to  Wallingford,  Conn. 
His  wife’s  name  is  not  known.  Their  children 
were:  Mercy;  John,  born  Oct.  12,  1650;  Joseph, 
born  in  October,  1651 ; a daughter  who  married 
Thomas  Kent;  Hester,  born  Jan.  2,  1654;  and 
John. 

(II)  John  Moss,  born  Oct.  12,  1650,  married 
Dec.  12,  1677,  Martha  Lathrop,  and  died  Sept. 
21,  1719.  He  had  children : Esther,  born  Jan. 
5,  1679 ; Deacon  Samuel,  born  Nov.  10,  1680 ; 
John,  born  Nov.  10,  1682;  Martha,  born  Dec.  22, 
1684;  Solomon,  born  July  9,  1690;  Isaac,  born 
July  9,  1692;  Mary,  born  July  23,  1694;  Israel, 
born  Dec.  21,  1696;  and  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  10, 
1702. 

(III)  Isaac  Moss,  born  July  9,  1692.  married 
May  2,  1717,  Hannah  Royse,  who  died  jMarch  i, 
1736.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Keziah 
Powers,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1770.  Fie  had  children : 
Heman,  born  July  21,  1718;  Hannah,  born  iMay  7, 
1722;  Isaac,  born  Nov.  5,  1724;  Heman  (2).  born 
June  12,  1727;  Jesse,  born  March  10,  1729;  Elihu, 
born  May  25,  1731;  Mehitable,  born  May  7,  1735; 
Ebenezer;  and  Jabez,  born  Jan.  23,  1741. 

(IV)  Capt.  Jesse  Moss,  born  March  10,  1729, 
married  Jan.  25,  1753,  Mary  Moss.  He  inherited 
the  farm  cleared  by  his  father  on  Ten  Mile  river. 
He  was  a captain  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  pres- 
ent with  his  company  at  the  evacuation  of  Boston 
by  the  British,  in  1776.  His  death  occurred  March 
20,  1793,  while  his  wife  died  Aug.  19,  1819.  Their 
children  were:  Hannah,  born  Jan.  19,  1754;  Joel, 
born  Dec.  17,  1755;  Jesse,  born  Sept.  10,  1757; 
Reuben,  born  June  ii,  1759;  Job,  born  Sept.  26, 
1761 ; Mary,  born  Eeb.  25,  1763  ; Isaac,  born  March 
16,  1765;  Lathrop,  born  Feb.  8,  1768;  Clarina, 
born  April  13,  1770;  Rufus,  born  July  i,  1772; 
Emanuel,  born  June  2,  1774;  and  Mary  Clarina, 
born  April  4,  1777. 

(V)  Rev.  Reuben  Moss,  born  June  ii,  1759, 

married  Aug.  15,  1795,  Esther  Chesebrough. 

daughter  of  William  and  Esther  (Williams)  Chese- 
brough. At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered 
the  American  army  as  a waiter  with  his  father  and 
subsequently  enlisted  during  the  war.  On  receiv- 
ing his  discharge  in  1783  he  began  a regular  course 
of  study,  overtook  scholars  in  advanced  standing. 
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and  graduated  with  honor  from  Yale  College  in 
1787.  He  was  ordained  in  1792  over  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Ware,  Alass.,  and  was  pastor 
there  for  sixteen  years.  After  his  death  his  widow 
with  seven  children  returned  to  her  girlhood  home 
in  Stonington,  the  place  now  occupied  by  Col. 
James  F.  Brown.  The  children  were:  Ephraim 
C.,  born  Feb.  9,  1797,  died  at  Westerly,  R.  F, 
in  January,  1843;  Mary  Esther,  horn  *Nov.  4, 
1798,  died  unmarried;  George  Washington,  born 
April  21,  1800,  who  became  a merchant  at  New 
Orleans,  married  April  30.  1821,  Caroline  E., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Phineas  Hyde,  of  Old  Mystic, 
Conn. ; Tirzah,  born  March  16,  1802,  married 

Alarch  25,  1828,  Henry  C.  Tyler,  of  Griswold, 
Conn. ; William  Chesebrough,  born  Dec.  8,  1803, 
iliarried  Nov.  12,  1832,  Caroline  Edith,  born  Nov. 
II,  1816,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Lois  Denison; 
Jesse  Lathrop,  born  Oct.  23,  1805,  is  mentioned  be- 
low; and  Reuben  E.,  born  Sept,  i,  1807,  married 
Sept.  23,  1841,  Harriet  N.  Randall,  and  died  in 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  26,  1896. 

(VI)  Jesse  Lathrop  AIoss  was  born  at  Ware, 
Alass.,  Oct.  23,  1805,  fl’^d  July  20,  1884.  He 
married  Fanny  S.  Dixon,  daughter  of  Hon.  Nathan 
Fellows  Dixon,  and  she  died  Dec.  ii,  1850,  leaving 
these  children:  William  Dixon,  born  Aug.  25, 
1830,  married  Oct.  17,  i860,  Elizabeth  FlazarrI. 
Esther  was  born  March  22,  1833.  Courtlandt 
Dixon,  born  June  9,  1835,  married  Camilla  Wod- 
ward,  of  New  York,  and  they  had  children — Ca- 
milla, Robert  T.,  Clara  W.,  Hetty  W.  (deceased), 
Natalie  F..  Elizabeth  D.  and  Courtlandt  D.,  Jr. 
Nathan  Fellows,  born  Sept.  16,  1838,  died  Jan.  20, 
1879.  Jesse  L.,  born  Nov.  12,  1847,  Lake  P'or- 
est.  111.,  was  married  to  FYnny  Greene  Lamed 
Oct.  26,  1876,  and  by  her  had  one  daughter,  Julia, 
now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Sloane;  hy  his  second  wife,  Harriet 
Calhoun,  whom  he  married  June  15,  1892,  he  had 
one  son,  Jesse  Lathrop,  Jr.,  who  is  the  fifth  of  the 
name,  his  great-great-grandfather,  Capt.  Jesse, 
having  been  named  for  an  uncle,  Jesse  Lathrop. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Air.  AIoss 
married  (second)  on  June  8,  1853,  Sally  Rhodes 
Dixon,  who  died  Alarch  26,  1873.  Her  father  was 
Hon.  Nathan  Fellows  Dixon.  They  had  children  ; 
Fanny  D.,  who  married  Louis  J.  Frankenstein ; 
and  Rouse  B.,  who  died  aged  tiiirty-eight  years 
at  St.  Louis,  AIo.,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business. 

For  many  years  Jesse  L.  AIoss  was  a leading 
manufacturer  in  V’esterly,  R.  I.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Babcock  & AIoss,  builders 
of  mills  and  hotels,  and  did  a very  extensive  busi- 
ness in  Westerly.  Among  the  large  contracts  of 
the  firm  may  be  mentioned  the  cotton  factory  at 
White  Rock,  the  mills  in  Westerly  and  the  Still- 
man mills.  This  firm  also  erected  the  “Dixon 
House”  in  Westerly.  For  forty-three  years  the 
firm  of  Babcock  & Moss  did  business  in  Westerly, 
where  they  started  the  gas  plant,  and  made  a 


i6o8 


RHODE  ISLAND 


noteworthy  record  in  their  line.  i\[r.  ]\Ioss  was  a 
very  pnblic-spirited  man,  and  was  well  known  and 
highly  regarded.  His  home  was  on  the  site  of  the 
^Memorial  huilding  in  ^\'esterlv. 

EPHRAIM  WOODBRIDGE  BROWNELL 
(deceased)  was  born  in  1802.  at  Westport,  Mass., 
but  through  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  a resi- 
dent of  Little  Compton,  R.  1.,  wdiere  he  was  a 
prominent  citizen  and  honorahle  business  man  in  the 
village  of  Adamsville.  He  came  from  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  a full  history  of 
which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  work. 
The  following  record  is  given  of  his  especial 
branch  of  the  family. 

Thomas  Brownell  was  born  in  1619  in  Derby- 
shire. England,  and  came  with  the  early  settlers 
to  America,  in  1638,  locating  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
where  he  became  prominently  identified  with  that 
Colony.  His  wife  was  named  Ann,  and  they  both 
died  prior  to  1665.  Their  children  were : i\Iartha, 
born  in  1644,  died  Feb.  15,  1743;  George,  born  in 
1646,  died  April  20,  1718;  William,  born  in  1648, 
died  in  1715;  Thomas,  born  in  1650,  died  May  18. 
1715;  Robert;  and  Anna,  born  in  1654,  died  April 
2,  1747- 

Robert  Brownell,  born  1652,  died  July  12.  1728. 
His  wife’s  name  was  Mary,  and  their  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  in  1687;  Anna;  Benjamin, 
born  April  ii,  ifx97:  and  Patience,  Margaret  and 
Mary. 

-Anna  Brownell,  born  Jan.  27,  1690,  daughter  of 
Robert  P>rownell,  married  (first)  Thomas  Brownell. 
To  this  union  was  born  three  children : Ichabod 
B.,  born  Oct.  17,  1712,  and  two  daughters.  The 
mother  was  married  (second)  July  4,  1720.  to 
\\  illiam  Joy,  and  to  this  union  came  one  child, 
Eydia,  born  Oct.  i,  1722,  who  married  Jonathan 
Tolman  on  March  29.  1740. 

Ichabod  B.  Brownell  was  born.  Oct.  17,  1712, 
in  the  town  of  Little  Compton,  at  Adamsville,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Anna.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  town,  but  later  settled  in  what  is  now 
Westport,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  On  Eeb.  21,  1732.  he  married  Rebecca 
J)e  Vol,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ann 
(Brownell)  I)e  \ ol,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Ichabod,  who  married  Deborah  Tripj) ; Benjamin; 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Benjamin  Brownell,  son  of  Ichabod  B.  and 
Rebecca  ( De  \ ol)  Brownell,  was  born  in  1734, 
at  Westport,  where  he  subsequently  owned  a hoine. 
He  was  a tailor  by  trade,  and  this  occupation  he 
followed  in  various  homes  in  the  county  during  the 
whole  of  his  active  life.  He  died  in 'that  section 
in  1816.  In  1753  he  married  Phebe  Potter,  born  in 
173.3  ‘'It  We.stport,  who  died  in  1811.  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  .Sarah  (Ritter)  Potter,  of  W'e.stport. 
Thev  were  both  members  of  the  Society  of  I'riends. 
Their  children  were  the  following:  Martha,  born 


Dec.  I,  1753.  died  April  2,  1754;  Abner,  born 
June  21,  1756;  Phebe,  born  Nov.  6,  1758,  died 
Nov.  29.  1811;  Benjamin,  born  Eeb.  2,  1760,  died 
April  14.  1830;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  29,  1766,  died 
April  25.  i8i(j;  Mary,  born  July  18,  1772,  died  Feb. 
20,  1867,  and  Esther,  horn  Aug.  10,  1778,  died  Sept. 
20,  1835. 

Abner  Brownell,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  well- 
educated  for  his  time,  attending  a Latin  school  as 
a boy,  and  being  instructed  in  his  father’s  trade 
when  at  home.  During  his  minority  he  worked 
at  his  trade  in  his  native  village  and  in  Bristol 
county.  Mass.  During  the  invasion  of  Rhode  Is- 
land by  the  British  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
he  enlisted  for  the  defence  of  his  country  and 
served  a short  time  in  the  patriot  army,  although 
in  religious  belief  he  was  a member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  1778, 
and  when  the  well-known  Jemima  Wilkinson,  the 
noted  Evangelist  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Amy  (Whip- 
ple) W’ilkinson,  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  appeared  at 
Westport,  he,  with  many  other  of  the  young  men, 
became  a follower  of  this  great  teacher,  and  sub.se- 
quently  preached  in  many  parts  of  New  England. 
Air.  Brownell  kept  a diary  of  his  life,  which  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  granddaughter.  Airs. 
Leary,  of  Adamsville,  which  contains  a most  inter- 
esting account  of  the  travels  and  preachings  of 
Jemima  Wilkinson  and  her  followers.  He  was  at 
Groton,  Conn.,  the  day  after  the  great  slaughter 
at  Fort  Griswold,  when  the  defenders  of  that  fort 
were  killed  by  the  British  soldiers,  and  Air. 
Brownell  saw  the  mutilated  bodies  and  attended 
the  funeral  of  many  of  the  victims.  After  Jemima 
Wilkinson  removed  to  Crooked  Lake,  N.  Y.,  Air. 
Brownell  returned  to  his  native  place,  and  settled 
down  to  cultivating  the  soil.  Subsequently  he  be- 
came the  intro<lucer  of  the  silk  worm  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  planted  a great  number  of  mulberry  trees 
for  the  silk  worms  to  feed  on.  This  business, 
however,  did  not  meet  with  the  success  that  he 
had  anticipated,  and  consequently  he  lost  consider- 
able money  in  this  enterprise.  He  was  always  an 
active  man  in  town  affairs,  and  being  a man  of 
superior  education  was  elected  a justice  of  the 
peace,  and  was  entrusted  with  the  drawing  of  wills 
and  the  settling  of  many  estates.  He  was  a man 
of  a very  religious  turn  of  mind,  was  an  eloquent 
speaker,  and  very  often  addressed  meetings  on 
matters  of  interest  to  Christian  believers. 

In  1784  Air.  Brownell  was  married  at  Groton, 
Conn.,  to  Hannah  Crary,  born  in  1761,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Dorothy  (Wheeler)  Crary.  She  died 
in  1837.  He  died  Jan.  13.  1851,  and  both  are 
buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Westport,  Alass. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  as  follows : 
Dorothy,  born  June  ii,  1785,  died  July  4,  1871, 
unmarried;  Nathan  Crary,  born  Jan.  28,  1787, 

died  Jan.  8,  1861  ; I'rederick,  born  Feb.  14,  1789, 


/tiA 


T 


RHODE  ISLAND 


.1609 


died  April  8,  1872;  Fallee,  born  Oct.  14,  i/yo, 
died  Jan.  10,  1881,  unmarried;  James  Harvey,  born 
Jan.  8,  1792,  died  Nov.  8.  1876;  Hannah,  born 
May  24,  1794,  died  April  2,  1796;  Isaac  Watts, 
born  March  19,  1797,  died  July  5,  1871  ; Edwarcl 
Packer,  born  Aug.  27,  1798,  died  Dec.  3,  1875 ; 
Ephraim  Woodbridge,  born  June  16.  1802;  and 
Giles  Hathaway,  born  Aug.  8,  1807,  died  July  12, 
1808. 

Ephraim  Woodbridge  Brownell  was  reared  at 
Westport,  and  there  obtained  a good  district 
school  education,  which  enabled  him  to  teach  school 
for  some  time  afterward.  In  early  manhood  he 
went  to  various  sections  of  Connecticut,  and  later 
to  Eall  River  and  learned  the  machinist’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years,  his  .specialty 
being  setting  up  machinery  in  mills.  After  retir- 
ing from  this  trade,  he  went  to  Adamsville,  R.  I., 
where  he  embarked  in  a mercantile  business,  be- 
coming a partner  of  Ebenezer  Perry  Church,  and 
he  continued  in  that  business  for  many  years,  meet- 
ing with  a great  deal  of  success.  As  he  approached 
old  age  he  sold  his  interests,  and  from  then  until 
his  death  he  lived  a retired  life,  dying  at  his  home 
in  Adamsville  July  31,  1876,  his  remains  being 
laid  away  in  the  town  cemetery  at  Westport,  be- 
side those  of  his  wife.  His  home  at  Adamsville 
is  now  the  property  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Leary. 
He  made  the  Golden  Rule  his  standard  of  conduct, 
and  he  is  remembered  by  many  for  his  generous 
charities  and  benevolent  impulses.  In  his  politi- 
cal sentiments  he  was  a Republican,  but  took  no 
very  active  part  in  public  affairs. 

On  Nov.  12,  1837,  Mr.  Brownell  was  married, 
at  Adamsville,  to  Sarah  Hicks,  born  at  Westport, 
May  31,  1818,  who  died  Oct.  21,  1906,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years.  Until  her  last  days  she 
was  very  active  and  was  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  highly  respected  venerable  ladies  in  the  com- 
munity. Her  claims  as  a real  Daughter  of  the 
American  Revolution  were  easily  sustained,  and 
in  1898  she  became  a member  of  Quequechan 
Chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  of  Fall  River,  on  which 
occasion  she  was  presented  with  a gold  spoon  by 
the  National  Society,  which  she  prized  very  highly 
as  long  as  she  lived.  She  was  a very  interesting 
lady  and  could  recall  many  remarkable  occurrences 
which  had  come  to  her  through  a long  and  useful 
life.  She  had  enjoyed  many  educational  advan- 
tages, and  her  artistic  talents  had  been  cultivated. 
In  her  late  home  there  is  a map  of  the  United 
States  which  was  drawn  and  finished  by  Mrs. 
Brownell  when  she  was  a schoolgirl,  which  is  a 
very  interesting  relic  for  more  reasons  than  one, 
exhibiting  as  it  does  correctness  of  drawing  and 
picturing  our  great  country  as  it  was  presented 
in  the  geographies  of  that  time.  Mrs.  Leary  pos- 
sesses also  other  specimens  of  her  mother’s  pen 
and  brush. 

The  two  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Brownell  were:  iMaria  Josephine,  born  ( )ct.  8, 
1838;  and  Emma  Cornelia,  born  Aug.  28,  1843. 
The  latter  was  married  Jan.  18,  1882,  to  Daniel  II. 
Cornell,  and  they  reside  at  Fall  River. 

Maria  Josephine  Brownell  was  educated  at 
Adamsville,  R.  I.,  and  the  Providence  Normal 
School,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1856.  She  then  taught  school  at  several  points, 
including  Tiverton  and  Little  Compton,  and  since 
her  widowhood  she  has  also  taught  in  the  same 
towns  a number  of  terms.  On  Sept.  8,  1859,  she 
was  married  to  John  Leary.  He  was  captain  of 
a merchant  vessel  and  died  in  1864  at  Shanghai, 
China,  where  his  remains  lie.  xAfter  this  bereave- 
ment Mrs.  Leary  made  her  home  with  her  mother, 
tenderly  caring  for  her  in  her  old  age,  and  being 
her  constant  companion  during  the  closing  years 
of  her  life. 

HICKS.  The  Hicks  family,  of  which  the  late 
Mrs.  Brownell  was  a descendant,  is  on  old  and 
honored  one  of  ^Massachusetts.  It  is  traced  to 
England,  and  in  early  days  the  name  was  spelled 
Hix.  The  first  of  the  family  known  of  was  John 
Hicks,  who  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Robert. 

Thomas  Hicks  married  Margaret  Atwood  and 
died  in  England  in  1565,  leaving  two  sons,  John 
and  Baptist. 

Baptist  Hicks,  born  in  1520,  married  Mary 
Eberard,  daughter  of  James,  and  they  had  two 
sons.  Baptist,  who  died  unmarried,  and  James. 

James  Hicks,  son  of  Baptist,  married  Phebe 
Allyn,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Allyn,  and  they 
were  parents  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  the  former  of  whom  were : John,  Eph- 
raim, Robert,  Samuel,  Thomas  and  James. 

Robert  Hicks,  born  in  1580,  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  Morgan,  and  (second)  Margaret  Wins- 
low. The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were : 
Thomas  and  John;  and  of  the  second:  Samuel, 
Ephraim,  Lydia,  Phebe,  Elizabeth  and  Daniel.  In 
1621,  Robert  Hicks  left  his  home  in  Southwark, 
County  Surrey,  England,  and  came  to  the  Plym- 
outh Colony  in  the  ship  “Fortune.”  His  wife 
Margaret,  with  her  children,  joined  him  two  years 
later,  coming  in  the  ship  “Ann.”  He  was  made 
a freeman  in  1633,  and  died  March  24,  1647. 

Samuel  Hicks,  son  of  Robert,  was  married  in 
1645  Lydia  Doane,  daughter  of  Deacon  John 
Doane.  He  remainecl  at  Plymouth  until  1643, 
when  he  moved  to  Nauset,  which  in  1651  became 
the  town  of  Eastham.  Later  he  settled  in  Dart- 
mouth, which  he  assisted  in  developing.  He  had 
several  children  including  Jacob  and  Samuel. 

Jacob  Hicks,  son  of  Samuel,  married  Mary 
Earle,  and  they  had  children,  Gabriel,  William  and 
Mary  Durfee. 

(Sabriel  Hicks,  son  of  Jacob,  married  Sarah 
Manchester,  and  their  children  were:  Joseph, 
born  Feb.  27,  1722;  Susanna  and  Comfort,  twins. 
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born  Jan.  28,  1725;  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  2,  1727; 
\\'illiam,  born  May  28,  1732;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
8,  1735;  and  Thomas,  born  March  18,  1738. 

Joseph  Hicks,  son  of  Gabriel  Hicks,  married 
Elizabeth  Waite,  born  Jan.  20,  1727,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin,  who  married  Eunice 
Briggs ; Oliver,  who  married  Polly  Earle ; Durfee, 
who  married  Eunice  Potter,  and  both  died  in  New 
York  State;  Thomas,  who  married  (first)  Elizabeth 
Davis,  and  (second)  Susannah  Davis;  Comfort, 
who  married  Philip  Cory;  :\Iary,  who  married 
Stephen  Earle;  Olive,  who  married  Philip  Davis; 
Lucy,  who  married  Philip  Taber;  Priscilla,  who 
married  Stephen  Earle;  Deborah,  who  married 
John  Pearce;  Prudence,  who  married  Anthony 
Almy ; Hannah,  who  married  Paul  Earle ; and 
Barney,  who  married  Sarah  Cook. 

Barney  Hicks,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  at  West- 
post,  Mass.,  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  was  still 
in  his  ’teens  when  the  war  of  the  Revolution  broke 
out.  After  serving  some  time  in  the  Continental 
army  he  returned  to  his  home  and  fitted  out  a sloop 
for  engaging  in  the  West  Indian  trade.  He  started 
on  a voyage,  but  on  the  first  day  out  was  over- 
hauled and  captured  by  a British  cruiser,  but  stress 
of  weather  prevented  the  taking  of  this  prize  into 
the  nearby  port  of  Newport,  and  the  vessels  were 
headed  for  New  York.  In  the  violent  storm  which 
was  then  raging,  the  ships  were  wrecked  ofif  the 
New  Jersey  coast,  and  all  hands  were  drowned  ex- 
cept Captain  Hicks  and  five  of  his  shipmates  and 
his  dog.  It  was  in  the  -winter  season,  the  cold 
was  intense,  food  and  water  they  had  none,  and  one 
after  another,  the  unfortunate  men  died  from  cold, 
starvation  and  exposure.  During  this  time  Captain 
Hicks’  faithful  dog  clung  devotedly  to  him,  and 
assisted  in  keeping  him  from  being  entirely  frozen. 
As  it  was  Captain  Hicks’  feet  were  frozen  so  badly 
that  in  later  years  he  was  obliged  to  have  them 
amputated.  After  several  days  of  intense  suffering, 
during  which  his  dog  died.  Captain  Hicks  was  dis- 
covered, and  taken  by  his  rescuers  to  a shelter, 
where  he  was  cared  for.  In  the  course  of  time  he 
partially  recovered  his  health  and  fitted  out  a pri- 
vateer, and  within  a few  weeks  assisted  in  captur- 
ing a British  vessel,  and  with  his  share  of  the  prize- 
money  he  was  able  to  pay  his  way  for  a )’ear.  h'or 
a time  he  was  very  successful  in  his  privateering 
venture  but  was  subsequently  captured  and  held 
a prisoner  of  war  for  two  years.  After  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  he  entered  the  merchant  service, 
and  before  retiring  from  the  sea,  made  forty-two 
trips  to  the  W est  Indies,  as  captain  of  his  vessel. 
After  he  had  lost  both  feet,  he  used  crutches  and 
a sort  of  iron  boot.  His  last  trip  was  a voyage 
to  Africa,  around  by  the  West  Indies,  and  after 
his  return  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  at  W’est- 
port. 

Captain  Hicks  married  Sarah  Cook,  of  Tiver- 
ton, R.  I.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lydia  (Cray) 
Cook,  atid  they  liad  twelve  children  : Betsey  mar- 


ried Nathaniel  Tompkins,  of  Little  Compton;  An- 
drew died  unmarried  at  Westport  Point ; Lydia 
married  Nathaniel  Church,  of  Fair  Haven,  Mass.; 
Isaac  married  Huldah  Tompkins,  of  WTstport ; 
John  married  Caroline  Almy,  of  Westport  Point; 
Hannah  married  Capt.  Edward  Gray  Sowle,  of 
W'estport  Point;  Barney  married  Catherine  Sea- 
bury,  of  Tiverton ; W’illiam  Bates  married  Eliza 
Seabury,  of  WTstport ; Reuben  Cook  married 
Sarah  Kirby,  of  Westport ; Alexander  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Howland,  of  Westport  Point,  and 
(second)  Susan  Kempton,  of  New  Bedford;  Sarah 
married  Ephraim  W’oodbridge  Brownell,  of  Adams- 
ville;  Joseph  married  (first)  Betsy  Briggs,  of 
Little  Compton,  and  (second)  Mary  Wfillier,  of 
Frostburg,  Maryland. 

STEPHEN  A.  WRIGHT,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Nancy  Wright,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1812,  in  Hop- 
kinton,  R.  L,  where  he  resided  until  early  man- 
hood. His  early  educational  advantages,  though 
limited  to  the  common  schools,  afforded  a foun- 
dation for  future  acquirements.  Adding  to  this 
a retentive  memory  and  a taste  for  reading,  he  be- 
came familiar  with  the  poets  and  the  best  current 
literature  of  the  day. 

Air.  Wright  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
with  his  father,  and  on  its  completion  removed  to 
Peace  Dale,  where  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
axes,  employing  twenty  or  more  men,  and  shipping 
the  goods  to  parties  in  Massachusetts,  for  whom 
they  were  made.  His  second  business  venture  was 
in  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  two  or  three 
years,  thence  returning  to  South  Kingstown  for 
four  years.  His  ambitious  nature  seeking  a wider 
field  than  was  afforded  in  New  England,  in  1837 
he  migrated  to  Rock  Island  county.  111.,  and  there 
pursued  his  trade,  at  the  same  time  making  con- 
siderable purchases  of  government  land.  Circum- 
stances influenced  his  removal  to  a more  remote 
western  point  on  the  Des  Aloines  river,  in  the  then 
territory  of  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  by  the 
government  among  the  tribes  of  Indians  then;  in- 
habiting the  unsettled  western  country.  Here  Air. 
Wright,  with  his  wife  and  small  children,  spent 
eight  years  among  the  aborigines,  leading  a most 
primitive  life,  surrounded  by  dangers  and  priva- 
tions. In  1846  he  started  for  Omaha,  Neb.,  en 
route  for  San  Francisco.  Locating  in  the  latter 
city,  where  they  were  among  the  first  settlers.  Air. 
Wright  at  once  brought  to  bear  that  foresight, 
restless  energy  and  great  business  capacity  which 
laid  the  foundation  for  subsequent  success,  and 
rapidly  accumulated  a fortune.  Ydth  a mind  quick 
to  grasp  the  situation,  he  discovered  the  needs  of 
the  settlement  and  the  great  future  in  store  for  it. 
Cold  had  been  discovered,  and  adventurous  spirits 
were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters.  He  invested  as 
largely  as  his  means  would  permit  in  land,  began 
the  construction  of  buildings,  erected  the  first  bank- 
ing house  in  the  ])lace,  in  which  he  established  a 
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bank,  and  engaged  in  various  profitable  specula- 
tions. A great  field  was  also  opened  in  the  fur- 
nishing of  supplies  to  miners,  who  in  vast  numbers 
were  hastening  to  the  gold  fields.  Four  and  one- 
half  years  he  spent  in  California,  returning  east 
and  settling  in  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  in  1850,  for  the 
better  education  of  his  children. 

The  same  progressive  spirit  was  here  mani- 
fested. He  purchased  land  both  here  and  at  Nar- 
ragansett  Pier,  erected  buildings,  and  gave  an 
impetus  to  business.  He  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  and  in  milling  operations.  He  aided  in 
the  establishment  of  the  first  bank,  was  president 
of  the  Hopkinton  Bank,  instrumental  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  a prominent 
factor  in  the  politics  of  the  county,  representing  the 
town  in  the  State  Senate,  and  largely  influencing 
local  Democratic  issues.  He  was  in  religious 
belief  a Baptist.  Liberal  in  his  benefactions,  and 
in  especial  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  labor- 
ing man,  he  aided  the  cause  of  the  latter  in  many 
ways.  His  extensive  business  interests  in  San 
Francisco  frequently  required  his  presence  at  that 
point,  and  on  one  occasion  he  had  an  enforced  ab- 
sence of  three  years  from  home.  During  one  of 
these  visits  his  death  occurred,  at  the  “Prescott 
House,”  Sept.  15,  1870. 

On  May  14,  1833,  Mr.  Wright  married  Susan, 
daughter  of  Ray  and  Susan  (Gould)  Allen,  of 
South  Kingstown.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  this  union : Stephen  James  is  deceased  ; 
Attmore  R.,  deceased,  married  Hannah  Susan  Wat- 
son, and  to  them  was  born  Georgianna  Attmore, 
who  married  Joseph  D.  Milne,  editor  of  the  Fall 
River  Nezvs;  Susan  A.  married  William  C.  Clarke; 
Frances  C.  married  Elisha  W.  Cross;  Silas  Gov- 
ernor is  mentioned  below ; George  W.,  a resident  of 
Wakefield,  R.  I.,  married  Julia  Rodman,  and  has 
three  children,  Silas,  Lola  and  Dorothy ; Clara, 
Pacific  and  Mary  are  all  deceased.  Mr.  Wright 
built  the  “Crescent  City  Hotel,”  the  first  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  “Parker  House,”  the  second  in  San 
Francisco. 

Silas  G.  Wright  was  born  in  Omaha,  Nehr., 
July  24,  1844.  He  was  two  years  old  when  the 
family  reached  San  Francisco,  and  at  the  age  of 
six  years  returned  with  the  family  to  Wakefield, 
via  the  Isthmus.  He  attended  the  schools  of  Wake- 
field, the  Friends’  School  in  Providence,  and  the 
University  Grammar  School.  In  1865  and  Wil- 
liam C.  Clarke  established  the  first  drug  store  in 
Wakefield,  and  about  twenty  years  ago  built  the 
Opera  House.  He  is  a member  of  Hope  Lodge  of 
Masons. 

Mr.  Wright  married  (first)  Sarah  Jane  Fowler, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son,  James  Attmore,  born 
March  8,  1868.  Mr.  Wright  married  (second) 
Anna  J.  Potter. 

James  Attmore  Wright  attended  the  Friends’ 
School  in  Providence,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
graduates  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  which  he 


161 1 

was  afterward  an  instructor.  For  several  years 
he  has  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Wake- 
field, with  the  fishing  industry  in  the  Salt  Pond 
as  a side  issue.  He  is  a member  of  Hope  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  a Knight  Templar.  He  mar- 
ried Maud  Tucker,  daughter  of  J.  A.  Tucker,,  and 
they  have  had  two  sons  : James  Attmore,  Jr.,  born 
Oct.  22,  1903,  and  Norman  Tucker,  born  Jan.  23, 
1906. 

CROSS.  John  Hancock  Cross,  son  of  Judge 
Amos  and  Elizabeth  (Barnes)  Cross,  of  Westerly, 
R.  L,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1811,  in  Westerly,  and 
died  Nov.  10,  1874.  He  was  married  in  No- 
vember, 1829,  to  Mary  Ann  Watson,  born  INIay  15, 
hSio,  who  died  Aug.  3,  1883.  Her  parents  were 
Elisha  and  Ann  (Cole)  Watson.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cross : Amos, 
born  April  5,  1831,  who  died  Dec.  25,  1836;  Amos 
(2),  born  Aug.  27,  1841;  Elisha  Watson;  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy. 

John  Hancock  Cross  attended  the  schools  of 
his  native  town,  completing  his  course  of  study  at 
the  then  famous  Plainfield  Academy.  i\Iuch  of  his 
early  life  was  spent  as  a man  of  leisure,  in  the 
gratification  of  refined  and  cultivated  tastes.  About 
1832  he  purchased  the  Rockville  ]\Iills,  in  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  and  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Burlingame  & Cross  began  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  goods.  Deciding  some  years  later  to  aban- 
don commercial  life  for  a professional  career  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  Nathan  F.  Dixon, 
Sr.,  and  was  admitted  to  both  the  Rhode  Island 
and  New  York  Bars.  His  early  success  as  a law- 
yer in  Westerly  speedily  opened  a -field  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  began  practice  in  1857,  but 
returned  to  his  native  town  ten  years  later,  there 
continuing  his  professional  labors  until  his  death, 
Nov.  10,  1874. 

Mr.  Cross  had  soon  attained  a remunerative 
practice,  and  ere  many  years  held  a place  of 
marked  distinction  at  the  Bar.  His  power  of  con- 
centration of  mind  was  exceptional.  This,  united 
with  a certain  legal  acumen  and  ready  conception 
of  character  and  motive,  made  him  a formidable 
antagonist,  and  brought  him  many  brilliant  suc- 
cesses. He  was  counsel  on  various  different  oc- 
casions in  important  railroad  suits,  and  was  especi- 
ally active  and  skillful  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
bank  robbers  of  the  Westerly  Bank  in  1849.  He 
participated  actively  in  the  political  events  of  his 
day,  being  at  first  a Democrat  and  later  assuming 
a neutral  attitude  with  reference  to  party  measures. 
In  1834  he  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
later  was  nominated  for  lieutenant-governor. 

Elisha  Watson  Cross,  son  of  John  Hancock 
Cross,  was  born  Sept.  22,  1844.  He  served  with 
distinction  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  entering  the 
service  in  April,  1861,  as  a member  of  Company 
I.  R.  I.  Detached  Militia,  assigned  to  the  defense 
of  W ashington,  and  participated,  on  the  21st  of 
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July,  in  the  first  battle  of  Hull  Run.  \Mten  but 
sixteen  years  of  age  be  was  detailed  as  a sharp- 
shooter. He  re-enlisted  in  Hattery  C,  R.  1.  Light 
Artillery,  under  Captain  \\>lden,  and  served 
through  the  McClellan  campaign  on  the  Peninsula, 
participating  in  all  the  engagements,  the  last  be- 
ing that  at  INlalvern  Hill.  On  account  of  illness 
he  was  sent  from  Harrison's  Landing  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Hospital,  where  his  discharge  was  received 
from  President  Lincoln.  During  his  service  he 
was  promoted  to  corporal,  afterward  to  sergeant 
of  the  company.  On  Aug.  4,  1863,  he  was  made 
second  lieutenant  of  the  5th  Regiment,  R.  I.  Heavy 
Artillery,  receiving  his  commission  from  Gov. 
James  Y.  Smith.  On  Oct.  17.  1863,  he  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  of  the  3d  R.  I.  Cavalry 
and  assigned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Colonel 
(dooding,  commanding  the  5th  Rrigade,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  and  continued  in  the  service  un- 
til August,  1865.  when  he  resigned. 

Elisha  Watson  Cross  married  Xov.  i,  1872, 
h'rances  Cooper  Wright,  born  June  17,  1843, 

daughter  of  Stephen  A.  and  Susan  (Allen) 
Wright,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to 
the  union;  Harry  Parsons,  born  Sept.  29,  1873; 
Susan  Wright,  born  Nov.  14,  1875 ; and  Morton 
Robinson,  born  Jan.  29,  1878.  The  last  named  is 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  being  manager 
for  the  well  known  firm  of  Gross  & Gross,  of  New 
York  City,  and  spent  two  years  in  Arkansas,  where 
he  conducted  a hotel.  He  attended  Kingston  Col- 
lege, and  the  Commercial  College  of  Boston. 

Elisha  Watson  Cross  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Westerly.  R.  I..  attending  the  academy  on 
Cookey  Hill,  and  was  attending  the  East  Green- 
wich Academy  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  Wakefield,  R.  I., 
whence  his  parents  had  removed,  and  for  two  years 
was  with  Taylor.  Watson  & Co.,  a wholesale  spice 
house  in  Chicago.  Returning  to  Wakefield,  he  read 
law  with  his  father  in  Westerly,  and  in  1872  en- 
gaged in  a mercantile  business  in  Wakefield.  In 
1888  Mr.  Cross  was  burned  out  with  a loss  of  about 
$20,000,  but  he  rebuilt  bis  business,  and  in  1891 
sold  half  of  his  interest,  remaining  as  a silent 
l)artner  in  the  firm.  Mr.  Cross  was  prominent  in 
political  matters,  and  served  as  postmaster  of 
Wakefield  during  President  Cleveland’s  administra- 
tion. 

Harry  Parsons  Cross  was  born  Sept.  29,  1873. 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  this  being  supplemented  by  a course  at 
the  Wakefield  high  school,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  Subseciuently  he  attended  St.  Paul’s 
School,  in  New  Hampshire,  two  years,  later  gradu- 
ating from  Yale  College  in  1896.  with  the  degree 
of  B.  A.  He  was  a famous  athlete  while  at  col- 
lege, playing  center  rush  on  the  football  team,  and 
an  expert  hammer-thrower  and  shot-putter.  In 
1899  he  graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School, 


since  which  time  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  a general  practice  in  Providence. 

On  Dec.  18,  1896,  Mr.  Cross  married  Lorania 
Carrington  King,  daughter  of  Frederick  A.  and 
Lorania  (Jones)  King.  She  died  Jan.  3,  1904, 
leaving  three  children,  Lorania  Carrington,  Harry 
King  and  Frances  King.  On  April  18,  1906.  he 
married  (second)  X'irginia,  daughter  of  Robert 
Ives  Gammell,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

BENJAMIN  E.  TILLINGHAST,  founder  and 
owner  of  the  Tillinghast  Machine  & Supply  Com- 
])any,  manufacturers  of  factory  sewing-machines 
at  Providence,  is  a descendant  of  Elder  Pardon 
Tillinghast,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  the  earlier  records  of  the  family  appearing 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Samuel  Tillinghast.  grandfather  of  Benjamin 
F.,  was  a farmer,  spending  his  entire  life  in  the 
town  of  Exeter,  where  he  died  Jan.  23,  1834,  in 
his  seventy-third  year.  His  widow,  Martha,  sur- 
vived him,  and  died  June  22,  1852,  in  her  eighty- 
third  year,  both  being  buried  in  a private  cemetery 
on  Exeter  Hill.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Phillip,  who  married  Elizabeth  Arnold,  died  in  Fall 
River,  Mass. ; Thomas,  a farmer,  removed  to 
Mansfield,  Conn.;  Gardner;  and  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried George  Moore,  resided  in  Providence. 

Elder  Gardner  Tillinghast,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  Exeter,  and  bis  life  was  spent  in  his  native 
town.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  Wickford  Academy,  and  by  careful 
study  became  a well-informed  man.  He  early  be- 
came a student  of  the  Bible,  entered  the  ministry  and 
for  about  a quarter  of  a century  until  his  death  was 
j)astor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Exeter.  His  farm 
was  located  on  Exeter  Hill.  Elder  Tillinghast  was 
a faithful  laborer  in  his  chosen  profession.  He 
was  a scholarly  man  and  the  possessor  of  a large 
and  complete  library.  For  some  time  he  was 
town  treasurer  of  Exeter.  He  died  Dec.  21,  1856, 
in  his  forty-ninth  year,  and  his  wife,  who  had  been 
Hannah  Thomas,  of  North  Kingstown,  daughter 
of  Coggeshall  Thomas,  survived  him  many  years, 
passing  away  June  2,  1884,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  and  was  buried  beside  her  husband  in 
Chestnut  Hill  cemetery,  Exeter.  The  children  of 
Elder  Gardner  and  Hannah  (Thomas)  Tilling- 
hast  were;  Thomas  C..  who  became  paymaster 
for  the  I'nion  Railway  Company  at  Providence, 
and  died  there  Feb.  24,  1878,  aged  thirty-eight 
years,  married  Mary  Poor;  Arthur  died  in  in- 
fancy; Martha  C.  died  Jan.  20,  1841,  aged  six 
years;  Sally  P.  died  Oct.  3,  1877,  aged  thirty- 
four  years,  unmarried;  and  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Tillinghast  was  born  in 
Exeter,  Aug.  i,  1846,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
went  to  Lafayette,  town  of  North  Kingstown, 
making  his  home  with  maternal  grandfather,  who 
was  an  extensive  farmer.  He  attended  the  district 
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schools,  the  Providence  Conference  Seminary  at 
East  Greenwich,  and  later  the  Eastman  Business 
College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Tillinghast 
then  came  to  Providence,  becoming  an  agent  for 
the  Empire  Sewing  Machine  Company,  and  later 
held  a like  position  with  the  Aetna  Sewing  Machine 
Company.  He  was  successful  in  this  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  later  became  tbe  New  England  agent  for 
the  Star  Shuttle  Sewing  Machine.  Subsequently 
he  became  connected  with  the  Allen  Print  Works, 
first  as  invoice  clerk,  later  as  foreman  of  the  room, 
and  still  later  was  given  charge  of  several  other 
departments,  remaining  with  that  company  for  a 
period  covering  ten  years.  Mr.  Tillinghast  at  this 
time  became  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sew- 
ing machines  on  his  own  account,  his  first  factory 
in  Providence  being  located  on  Sprague  street, 
where  it  remained  until  1902.  At  this  time  the 
business  was  removed  to  its  present  location,  on 
Aborn  street,  and  the  original  firm  name  continued. 
Mr.  Tillinghast  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business  venture.  He  is  considered  a progressive 
business  man  of  large  ideas,  and  of  honesty  and 
integrity.  He  has  taken  little  interest  in  political 
matters,  and  has  never  cared  for  political  prefer- 
ment. He  is  a member  of  North  Star  Lodge,  No. 
25,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  was  married  June  28,  1866, 
in  Providence,  to  Mary  Annie  Clark,  daughter  of 
David  and  Maria  A.  (Poor)  Clark.  She  died  Aug. 
21,  1906,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union.  Grace  P.,  born  May  12,  1867; 
and  Arthur  Franklin,  born  Oct.  31,  1869,  died 
Dec.  31,  1869. 

ARNOLD  (Woonsocket  family).  The  family 
of  Arnold  is  of  great  antiquity,  having  its  origin, 
it  is  said,  among  the  ancient  princes  of  Wales. 
According  to  a pedigree  recorded  in  the  College  of 
Arms,  they  trace  from  Ynir,  King  of  Gwentland, 
who  flourished  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth 
century,  and  who  was  paternally  descended  from 
Ynir,  the  second  son  of  Cadwalader,  King  of  the 
Britons. 

Here  in  New  England  the  Arnold  family  is 
one  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  and  more  years’ 
standing,  and  only  a little  less  than  that  period  in 
this  Commonwealth,  where  it  has  been  among  the 
conspicuous  and  distinguished  families.  The 
Woonsocket  branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Arnolds, 
with  which  this  article  especially  deals,  some  of  the 
Smithfield,  Cumberland  and  Woonsocket  Arnolds 
in  the  line  of  the  late  Dr.  Seth  Arnold,  have  long 
been  substantial  and  influential  members  of  society 
in  that  region,  where  lived  so  long  the  late  Dr. 
Seth  Arnold,  whose  ability  in  the  line  of  proprie- 
tary medicines  gave  to  that  community  celebrity 
and  made  the  name  of  Dr.  Arnold  almost  a house- 
hold word  the  country  over.  And  here  continue 
to  reside  some  of  the  Doctor's  posterity,  who  arc 


worthily  bearing  the  family  name  and  sustaining 
the  family  reputation. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  from  the 
immigrant  settler  some  family  history  and*  genea- 
logy of  the  Woonsocket  Arnold  family. 

(I)  Thomas  Arnold,  son  of  Richard,  born 

in  1599,  was  twice  married,  second  to  Phebe  Park- 
house,  daughter  of  George  and  Susanna.  Mr. 
Arnold  came  to  America  in  1635,  ship 

"Plain  Joan,"  from  Cheselbourne,  in  the  County 
of  Dorset,  England,  and  soon  settled  at  Water- 
town,  Mass.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1640.  In 
1661  he  located  in  Providence,  where  he  was  for 
several  years,  beginning  with  1666,  deputy,  and  in 
1672  he  was  a member  of  tbe  town  council.  He 
died  in  1674.  The  children  born  to  his  first  mar- 
riage were:  Thomas,  Nicholas  and  Susanna;  and 
those  of  the  second  were:  Richard,  Thomas,  John, 
Eleazer  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  Richard  Arnold,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
March  22,  1642,  married  (first)  iMary  Angell  and 
(second)  Sarah,  and  lived  in  Providence,  R.  L, 
where  he  was  prominent  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
for  many  years  deputy,  beginning  with  1671,  and 
also  for  many  years  assistant,  beginning  with 
i68r.  He  was  a member  of  the  town  council  in 
1700  and  1701,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Deputies  in  1707  and  1708.  His  death  occurred  in 

1710.  His  children  were:  Richard,  John,  Thomas 
and  Mary,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage.  It  is  said 
that  Mr.  Arnold  was  the  first  settler  in  Woon- 
socket, and  that  his  father  lived  in  that  part  of 
ancient  Providence  which  became  Smithfield. 

(HI)  John  Arnold,  son  of  Richard,  born  Nov. 
I,  1670,  married  (first)  Mary  Mowry,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Joanna  (Inman),  who  died  in 
1742,  and  he  married  (second)  in  that  same  year 
Hannah  Hayward.  He  was  a miller  by  occupation 
and  resided  in  Providence  and  Smithfield.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Smithfield  town  council  in  1731 
and  1732.  He  is  said  to  have  built  tbe  first  frame 
bouse  in  what  is  now  Woonsocket.  This  was  in 

1711,  and  it  is  also  said  that  he  erected  the  first 
gristmill  there,  the  latter  being  located  on  the  rocks 
just  below  the  Falls.  The  mill  was  carried  away 
by  the  flood  of  1807,  but  was  rebuilt  and  kept 
in  the  Arnold  family  until  within  recent  years. 
Mr.  Arnold  died  Oct.  27,  1756.  His  children,  all 
born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : William,  John, 
Daniel.  Mercy,  Anthony.  Seth.  Israel, ' Anna,  Su- 
sanna and  Abigail. 

(IV)  Seth  Arnold,  son  of  John,  born  Sept. 
6,  1706,  married  (first)  Hannah  Aldrich  and  (sec- 
ond) iMary  Cargill.  Mr.  Arnold  was  a miller,  com- 
ing into  possession  of  the  old  mill  alluded  to  above, 
and  he  also  owned  and  operated  a sawmill  adjacent. 
He  was  noted  for  his  height,  being  si.x  feet,  four 
inches  tall.  He  was  identified  with  Woomsocket. 
His  death  occurred  in  1801.  His  children  were: 
Levi.  Seth.  Hannah,  Abigail.  Nathan.  Levi  (2). 
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Seth  (2)  (all  born  to  the  first  marriage),  George,  500.  He  had  also  put  upon  the  market  Arnold’s 
Phebe,  James  and  Anthony  (all  born  to  the  second  ‘‘Cough  Killer”  and  “Arnold’s  Bilious  Pills,”  sugar- 
marriage).  coated.  In  1872  a stock  company  was  formed  for 

(V)  Capt.  Nathan  Arnold,  son  of  Seth,  born  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  these  proj.rietary 

Oct.  18,  1733,  married  Lucy  Cargill.  Mr.  Arnold  medicines  under  the  name  of  “Dr.  Seth  Arnold 
lived  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  was  occu-  Medical  Corporation,”  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  with 
pied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a patriot  a nominal  capital  of  $100,000.  These  medicines 
of  the  Revolution,  serving  as  a captain  in  the  bat-  of  Dr.  Arnold  became  almost  universally  used  and 
tie  of  Rhode  Island,  and  contracted  a fever  there  the  demand  for  them  so  great  that  the  business 
which  resulted  in  his  death.  His  children  were:  of  the  corporation  grew  rapidly  and  the  company 
Samuel.  Elisha  and  Nathan.  prospered.  Later  on  it  became  necessary  to  ex- 

(VI)  Nathan  Arnold  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Na-  pand  and  the  corporation  erected  a handsome  three- 
than,  born  in  1766,  married  Esther,  daughter  of  story  building  on  Sullivan  street,  now  Park  avenue, 
Samuel  Darling,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.,  who  was  Woonsocket,  as  a laboratory,  etc.,  which  has  since 
a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  lived  to  the  been  the  home  of  the  manufacture  of  these  reme- 
advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  Mr.  Arnold  was  dies. 

a resident  of  Cumberland,  residing  on  what  is  Dr.  Arnold  in  1849  appointed  by  the 

known  as  the  Warren  J.  Ballou  farm.  He  died  Smithfield  town  council  as  “Cholera  Physician,” 
in  1812.  His  children  were:  Nathan,  Lucy,  during  the  prevalence  of  that  disease  there.  The 

Esther,  Nancy,  Seth  and  Amos.  . Doctor  was  a plain,  unassuming  man  of  retired 

(VH)  Dr.  Setii  Arnold,  son  of  Nathan  and  manner  and  life,  entirely  devoid  of  show  or  os- 
Esther  (Darling)  Arnold,  born  Feb.  26,  1799,  tentation.  He  had  no  taste  or  inclination  for  pub- 

near  Cumberland  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Cum-  lie  office,  ever  declining  all  solicitations  in  that 
berland,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  in  1819  Be-  line.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four 
linda  Streeter,  daughter  of  William  Streeter,  in  the  community  where  he  achieved  his  successes, 
of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  married  (second)  Aug.  greatly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  classes  for  his 
28,  1851,  Abby  N.,  daughter  of  Henry  G.  and  many  good  qualities.  His  death  occurred  at  his 
Phebe  (Reynofds)  Tillinghast,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  home  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  Oct.  31,  1883. 
and  granddaughter  of  Judge  Tillinghast,  of  East  Dr.  Arnold  was  the  father  of  fifteen  children, 
Greenwich,  Rhode  Island.  ' six  born  to  his  first  marriage  and  nine  to  the  sec- 

The  boyhood  of  Dr.  Arnold  in  part  was  passed  ond,  eight  of  whom  survived  him : Fannie  E. 
at  home  on  his  father’s  farm  amid  the  rural  (Mrs.  William  H.  Hathaway,  of  Pawtucket), 
scenes  of  a beautiful  country.  At  fifteen  years  Olney,  Lucy,  William  G.,  Alexander  Streeter, 
of  age  he  became  employed  in  a cotton-mill,  work-  Henry  Mason  (all  born  to  the  first  marriage), 
ing  early  and  late  for  but  a pittance,  an  experience  Seth,  Jr.,  and  Minnie  E. 

of  two  years  which  was  followed  by  a similar  one  (VHI)  Alexander  Streeter  Arnold,  old- 
in  East  Blackstone,  IMass.,  of  about  the  same  est  living  son  of  Dr.  Seth,  was  born  in  the  town 
period.  Tiring  of  this  for  a change  he  broke  the  of  North  Smithfield  Sept.  30,  1829.  After  the 
monotony  and  toiling  life  of  long  hours  daily  by  usual  elementary  education  given  to  the  lad  of  that 
traveling  for  a time  through  the  country  with  an  day,  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  he  attended  the 
exhibition  of  curiosities.  His  next  turn  was  to  Literary  Institute  at  Suffield,  Conn.  At  the  age  of 
engage  in  the  manufacturing  business  in  Bell-  sixteen  he  started  to  learn  the  trade  of  wood- 
ingham.  Mass.,  where  from  1824  to  1835  he  was  turning,  but  not  finding  the  work  altogether  con- 
occupied,  becoming  the  proprietor  of  a cotton-  genial  he  returned  to  his  studies  and  for  a year 
mill.  In  1835  he  located  at  Woonsocket,  where  attended  the  Suffield  (Conn.)  Seminary,  a Baptist 
for  two  years  he  was  the  proprietor  and  landlord  institution.  Following  this  he  engaged  in  school 
of  the  old  “Globe  Hotel,”  which  stood  on  the  site  teaching  for  some  time,  afterward  becoming  book- 
of  the  later  boarding-house  of  that  name.  For  the  keeper  for  the  First  National  Bank  at  Woonsocket, 
next  four  or  five  years,  owing  to  impaired  health,  where  he  remained  ten  years,  and  then  went  to 
he  was  not  engaged  in  active  business,  and  it  was  Pawtucket,  where  he  was  the  proprietor  of  what 
this  condition  of  affairs  that  soon  brought  about  was  known  as  the  Elsbree  stable.  From  the  livery 
the  turning-point  in  his  business  career  and  led  business  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pawtucket 
him  to  celebrity  and  fortune.  During  this  interval  Hair  Cloth  Company,  where  he  spent  eleven  years, 
his  mind  was  active  in  search  of  a remedy  for  his  six  of  which  he  was  superintendent.  His  health 
own  disease,  and  this  led  to  his  beginning  in  a made  a change  necessary,  and  he  became  a corn- 
small  way  to  manufacture  “Dr.  Arnold’s  Balsam,”  mercial  traveler,  with  all  New  England  and  the 
a remedy  which  subsequently  became  widely  known  Middle  West  for  his  territory.  In  a short  time, 
and  almost  universally  used.  His  business  grew  however,  he  took  up  newspaper  work,  establishing 
rapidly,  and  jmoved  remunerative.  In  1869  he  the  Central  Falls  Weekly,  which  he  conducted  for 
sold  the  receipt  of  this  balsam  to  Messrs.  Gilman  several  years.  In  1900  he  returned  to  Woonsocket 
Brothers,  wholesale  druggists  of  Boston,  for  $t2,-  and  became  the  president  of  the  Dr.  Seth  Arnold 
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Medical  Corporation,  also  holding  the  position  of 
treasurer,  and  he  continued  at  the  head  of  that 
concern  until  1905,  when  they  sold  out  to  the  Bos- 
ton Drug  Company.  Mr.  Arnold  is  still  manager 
of  the  estate  and  is  looking  after  the  real  estate  of 
the  late  Dr.  Arnold. 

In  politics  Mr.  Arnold  is  a Republican,  and  he 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  P.  Hale,  in 
1852.  He  has  made  a deep  study  of  the  principles 
of  his  party,  and  is  a firm  believer  in  a protective 
tariff,  and  is  a stanch  advocate  of  temperance, 
having  visited  all  parts  of  the  State  lecturing  in 
the  interest  of  temperance. 

In  April,  i860,  through  the  personal  efforts  of 
Mr.  Arnold,  there  was  organized  and  settled  at 
Valley  Falls  the  Universalist  mission,  and  to  that 
point  he  removed  for  its  furtherance.  The  out- 
come has  been  a successful  church  society  and 
school,  of  which  Mr.  Arnold  has  been  president 
for  forty  years,  and  superintendent  of  the  school 
for  a like  period.  He  is  a member  of  Samaritan 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Pawtucket,  which  he  joined 
some  thirty-seven  years  ago. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  also  a poet  of  no  mean  ability, 
has  been  engaged  in  literary  lines,  and  is  the 
author  of  a number  of  works,  among  them  “Chil- 
dren’s Catechism,”  which  has  reached  a sale  of 
over  15,000;  “Uncle  Timothy  Taber”  and  the 
“Benson  Family,”  both  story-books  long  out  of 
print ; and  “Henry  Lovell,”  a temperance  story, 
and  “Building  to  Win.”  the  latter  published  at 
Boston  by  James  E.  Earle,  both  of  which  are  meet- 
ing with  a large  sale. 

On  Aug.  18,  1858.  Mr.  Arnold  was  married  to 
Elinor  (Nellie)  J.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Rosanna  (Horton)  Pierce.  They  have  an 
adopted  daughter,  Lucy  A,  Cook,  upon  whom  they 
have  lavished  much  tender  care  and  affection, 
which  has  been  repaid  by  true  daughterly  de- 
votion. 

(VHI)  Henry  Ma.son  Arnold,  son  of  Seth 
and  Belinda  (Streeter)  Arnold,  was  born  Eeb.  6, 
1831,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  which  he  left,  however,  when  he  was 
ten  years  of  age.  But  though  his  schooling  was 
meager  Mr.  Arnold  has  by  study  and  travel  ac- 
quired a fund  of  general  knowledge  of  the  kind 
that  is  so  essential  to  a business  man,  if  he  would 
succeed  in  his  chosen  calling.  When  a mere  child 
Mr.  Arnold  developed  a fondness  for  horses  and 
when  but  eight  years  of  age  had  a horse  of  his  own, 
which  he  used  in  delivering  the  products  of  the 
farm.  Later,  for  ten  -years,  he  was  engaged  in 
traveling  with  a team,  selling  Dr.  Seth  Arnold’s 
Balsam  and  Cough  Killer,  the  well  known  pro- 
prietary medicines.  In  February,  1865,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold decided  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  purchased  the  livery  business  which 
he  has  since  continued,  having  Inet  with  marked 
success.  His  first  establishment  was  on  the  east 
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side,  Pawtucket,  and  in  1871  he  built  a stable  on 
Broad  street,  between  the  “Benedict  House”  and 
the  site  of  the  present  Taylor  Building.  Since  his 
son  has  grown  up  he  has  been  a partner  of  his 
father,  and  the  business  has  been  continued  under 
the  name  of  H.  M.  Arnold  & Son,  the  junior  mem- 
ber being  Frank  H.  Arnold,  who  is  now  the  active 
business  manager.  This  concern  completed  and 
occupied,  in  the  spring  of  1892,  a large  brick 
structure,  especially  designed  as  a livery  barn,  etc., 
which  contains  176  stalls,  is  modernly  and  com- 
pletely equipped  and  constitutes  the  largest  and 
handsomest  hack,  livery  and  boarding  stable  in 
Pawtucket.  Its  location  is  on  the  corner  of  Sum- 
ner and  North  Union  streets. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association.  His  high  standing  is  the 
result  of  years  of  irreproachable  integrity,  and  his 
position  has  been  gained  by  persistent  efforts  from 
humble  beginnings.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  he  is  not  interested  in  public  matters  to  the 
extent  of  seeking  public  office.  He  attends  the 
Universalist  Church,  and  gives  liberally  to  all 
worthy  and  charitable  objects. 

Mr.  Arnold  married  (first)  Ruth  Albee,  of 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  who  died  in  Pawtucket,  the  mother 
of  children  as  follows:  (i)  Eugene,  who  died  in 
Pawtucket,  was  a dentist  by  profession,  practicing 
in  Warren,  R.  I.  Fie  married  Nellie  M.  Simonds. 
(2)  Frank  H.,  born  Feb.  26,  1870,  attended  the 
schools  of  Pawtucket  and  Bryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College,  Providence,  and  since  1891,  has 
been  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  being 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  M.  Arnold  & 
Son ; he  is  the  business  manager  of  the  firm.  He  is 
a member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  &.  A.  M.  ; 
Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  4;  Pawtucket 
Council,  No.  2,  R.  & S.  ]\I. ; and  Holy  Sepulchre 
Commandery,  No.  8,  Knights  Templar,  of  Paw- 
tucket. (3)  Grace  Darling  is  married  to  George 
Alexander,  of  Providence.  Mr.  Henry  M.  Arnold 
married  (second)  Clara  Flint,  of  Bedford,  Mass., 
who  died  in  Bedford,  Mass.  No  children  were  born 
to  this  union.  On  May  3,  1906,  Mr.  Arnold  was 
married  (third)  to  Phebe  A.  Tillinghast,  of  Woon- 
socket, Rhode  Island. 

(VHI)  Olney  Arnold,  son  of  Seth  and  Be- 
linda (Streeter)  Arnold,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1822, 
in  Newtown,  Mass.,  which  at  that  time  was  the 
temporary  home  of  his  parents,  and  where  his 
father  was  erecting  or  starting  a new  cotton  fac- 
tory, thereafter  returning  to  Rhode  Island.  He 
married  in  1844,  Phebe  Dudley,  of  Dudley,  Mass- 
achusetts. The  parents  of  Mr.  Arnold  contem- 
plated for  him  a liberal  education,  and  he  was  pre- 
pared for  college  at  the  then  famous  academy  of 
James  Bushee,  in  the  town  df  Smithfield,  R.  I., 
but  his  inclination  was  toward  mercantile  pursuits, 
and,  on  leaving  the  academy,  he  was  for  a time 
employed  in  a village  store.  However,  he  soon 
found  entrance  to  the  more  congenial  profession  of 
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banking,  to  which  profession  for  half  a century  he 
devoted  himself,  and  in  which  he  became  eminent. 
In  1853  he  was  called  from  \\’oonsocket  to  be 
cashier  of  the  People's  Bank  of  Pawtucket,  of 
which  institution  and  its  successor,  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  he  was  cashier  and  afterward  presi- 
dent for  almost  half  a century.  For  about  the  same 
period  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Providence  County 
Savings  Bank  of  Pawtucket.  He  also  had  the 
management  of  numerous  trusts  and  the  care  of 
many  estates,  and  was  director  and  trustee  of  many 
corporations  and  institutions. 

At  the  time  David  H.  Ryder,  Alfred  H.  Little- 
held  and  a few  others  conceived  the  thought  of 
acclimating  the  manufacture  of  hair  cloth  at  Paw- 
tucket, Air.  Arnold,  anxious  to  increase  the  busi- 
ness of  the  place,  cheerfully  afforded  his  aid  in 
the  enterprise.  The  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth  Com- 
pany was  a vigorous  offspring  of  their  faith,  fore- 
cast and  untiring  energy,  and  from  the  beginning 
of  the  enterprise  Air.  Arnold  was  treasurer  of  the 
company.  He  organized  the  Pawtucket  Electric 
I.ighting  Company,  and  had  been  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Cumberland  Aiills  Company  from 
its  organization  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  ile 
was  a director  of  the  Royal  Weaving  Company,  of 
the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company  and  the  Dexter  Yarn 
Company,  was  treasurer  and  director  of  the  Rhode 
island  Steam  Heating  Company,  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Walnut  iiill  Cemetery  at  Paw- 
tucket, and  president  and  treasurer  of  the  i)r. 
Seth  Arnold  Aiedical  Corporation. 

Olney  Arnold  was  from  his  young  manhood  a 
leader  among  men.  in  affairs  of  business,  of  State, 
or  of  Church,  he  stood  at  the  front,  and  this  not 
of  self  assumption,  but  by  common  consent;  and 
his  power  of  leadership  hardly  failed  him  until  he 
had  well  passed  his  years  of  three  score  and  ten. 
He  served  the  State  of  Rhode  island  in  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  many 
other  positions  of  responsibility,  his  uncompleted 
service  at  the  time  of  his  death  being  as  commis- 
sioner of  the  new  State  House,  and  commissioner 
of  Sinking  I-'inids.  His  record  of  service  to  town 
and  city  included  the  jiresidency  of  the  town  coun- 
cil by  practically  unanimous  election,  and  service 
as  commissioner  of  the  city  Sinking  Fund  and  com- 
missioner of  waterworks. 

In  the  Cniversalist  Church,  of  which  he  was 
for  .some  sixty  years  a member,  and  in  all  auxiliarv 
organizations  thereof.  Mr.  .Arnold  filled  nearly  all 
of  the  mo.st  important  ])()sitions.  including  that  of 
president  of  its  national  convention.  In  business 
relations  he  never  defaulted  on  any  of  his  obli- 
gations. and  "his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.” 
On  ])ropositions  of  ])ublic  importance  in  local  af- 
fairs his  o])inion  and  intluence  were  always  among 
the  first  to  he  sought.  In  politics  he  classed  him- 
self as  a Democrat,  but  always  dared  to  assert  his 
independence  of  party  dictation.  In  his  younger 
(law  he  enrolled  himself  in  the  militia,  and,  having 


a love  for  the  service,  he  rose  from  the  rank  of 
private  to  that  of  major  general.  He  did  not  serve 
in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war ; but  in  incidental 
service  at  home,  in  care  of  wounded  and  sick  sol- 
diers and  in  provision  for  soldiers’  families,  his 
contribution  was  of  value  to  the  State  and  nation, 
not  excelled,  if  equalled,  by  that  of  any  other  citi- 
zen. 

General  Arnold  had  been  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  from  1890,  and 
was  president  of  the  Patria  Club,  a patriotic  organ- 
ization of  Pawtucket,  as  well  as  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  of  Providence,  and 
president  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealog- 
ical Society  from  1897.  He  had  been  a Freemason 
from  1855,  when  he  became  a member  of  Alorning 
Star  Lodge,  Woonsocket.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  of  the  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Alasters,  and  of  Holy  Sepulchre  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Pawtucket. 

General  Arnold  was  never  a man  of  large 
wealth,  but  from  his  income  he  made  his  home 
very  beautiful  and  attractive,  and  his  daily  gener- 
osity was  almost  boundless.  All  local  charitable 
organizations  bore  his  name  on  their  rolls  of  mem- 
bershij),  and  there  are  few  local  churches  of  any 
denomination  but  have  received  tangible  evidence 
of  his  good  will  and  sympathy.  He  not  only  pro- 
vided regularly  for  many  beneficiaries,  but  tran- 
sient applicants  for  help  that  seemed  to  him  hon- 
est seldom  left  him  without  being  helped.  His 
contributions  to  public  philanthropic  work  were 
generous,  systematic  and  continuous.  He  most 
worthily  discharged  the  duty  of  being  his  own  ex- 
ecutor. In  his  life  work,  Olney  Arnold  bore  well 
his  jiart  as  a good  citizen  and  a true  man. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  passed  more  than  fifty 
years  of  wedded  life  together.  No  children  blessed 
their  home.  Mrs.  Arnold  was  for  twenty-five  years 
an  invalid,  but  her  husband  was  ever  the  same  lov- 
ing and  devoted  companion  and  helpmate  as  when 
he  pronounced  his  wedding  vows.  She  died  March 
6,  1895,  and  Air.  Arnold  passed  away  Oct.  3,  1900, 
both  at  Pawtucket.  Rhode  Island. 

CARGILL.  The  Cargill  family  of  Cumber- 
land, here  represented  by  David  Olney  Cargill,  of 
.Abbott  Run,  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  the  first  of 
the  name  in  history  being  Donald  Cargill,  born 
at  Rattray,  Perthshire.  Scotland,  about  1610,  who 
became  a prominent  divine  of  the  Presbyterian  de- 
nomination in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  suffered 
death  under  Charles  IT.  according  to  tradition, 
by  hanging,  because  of  his  strong  advocacy  of  his 
belief  in  religious  liberty.  [See  book  entitled 
‘‘.Scotch  Worthies”  and  name  among  others  on 
Alcmorial  Stone,  Edinburgh,  Scotland.] 

.A  descendant  of  this  Donald  Cargill,  John  Car- 
gill, left  Scotland  with  his  family  during  the  Scotch 
rebellion  and  located  in  Ireland,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  .After  his  death  his  son 


RHODE  ISLAND 


James,  born  about  1687,  with  his  sister  Alary  Ann, 
left  Ireland  for  the  New  World,  locating  in  New 
England  in  1720,  and  settling  at  Pawtuxet,  R.  L, 
where  he  spent  several  years.  Here,  in  1725,  he 
married  I’hebe  Smith,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Smith  and  granddaughter  of  Stephen  Smith,  who 
was  a refugee  from  England  during  the  rebellion 
on  the  British  Isle,  where  he  was  a member  of 
Parliament  during  Cromwell’s  reign.  After  his 
marriage  Air.  Cargill  removed  to  South  Kingstown, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  with  some  water  privi- 
leges and  water  works,  and  where  he  became  en- 
gaged in  farming,  also  operating  a gristmill.  Here 
he  lived  during  the  lifetime  of  his  wife,  who  died 
in  South  Kingstown  in  1738.  After  her  death  he 
sold  his  farm  and  other  possessions  and  removed 
to  Pawtuxet  with  his  children.  After  remaining 
there  for  a time  he  removed  with  his  three  young- 
est children  to  Pomfret,  Conn.,  where  he  located 
and  became  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  clothier’s 
works  and  gristmill  owned  by  Daniel  Howe  at 
Quimsbury  Palis,  now  the  town  of  Putnam.  This 
property  was  afterward  owned  by  Benjamin  Car- 
gill. He  took  with  him  his  two  youngest  sons, 
Benjamin  and  James,  his  little  daughter  Lucy  be- 
ing placed  under  the  care  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam, 
who  reared  her  to  adult  age.  Erom  Pomfret  Air. 
Cargill  removed  with  his  sons  to  Alendon,  Alass., 
to  what  is  now  known  as  North  Blackstonc,  and 
here  purchased  land  containing  water  privileges. 
Here  he  married  a second  time  and  settled  down 
to  farming  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  October,  1752.  James  Cargill  was  a 
man  of  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas,  was  a 
substantial  citizen  and  a man  of  industrious  and 
frugal  habits.  He  was  a good  Christian  gentle- 
man, and  worshipped  with  the  Friends. 

James  Cargill,  son  of  James^  born  Feb.  27, 
1729,  at  Kingstown,  removed  with  his  father  to 
Pawtuxet,  later  to  Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  from  there 
to  Alendon,  Alass.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  sold  to  his  brother  Benjamin  all  of  his  interests 
in  his  father’s  estate  and  removed  to  the  town  of 
Cumberland,  R.  L,  locating  on  'what  was  later 
known  as  the  Fenner  Brown  place.  This  being 
a tavern,  because  of  the  influence  of  the  surround- 
ings upon  his  family,  he  later  settled  at  what  is 
now  known  as  Abbott  Run,  same  town,  and  here 
owned  a large  tract  of  land,  a part  of  which  is  now 
owned  by  his  great-grandson,  David  Olney  Car- 
gill. Air.  Cargill  built  a home  and  made  other 
improvements,  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life 
here,  and  dying  Nov.  21,  1804.  He  was  laid  to 
re.st  in  the  Peck  cemetery.  He  was  an  enterprising 
and  industrious  man  and  was  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed.  Air.  Cargill  married  Dec.  7, 
1752,  Dorcas  Arnold,  who  died  Dec.  25,  1825,  the 
children  born  to  this  union  being : Rhoda,  born 
June  16,  1759;  James,  born  April  22,  1762,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution,  teacher,  and  resident  for 
a time  of  Richmond,  N.  H.,  later  removing  to 
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Susquehanna,  Pa.,  and  his  wife  was  Chloe  Chaffee, 
daughter  of  Atherington  Chaffee;  David;  Nathan, 
born  Alarch  16,  1768;  John,  born  Jan.  27,  1771; 
Daniel,  born  1773;  George,  born  Alay  28,  1776, 
died  in  infancy;  and  George  (2),  born  in  1777. 

David  Cargill,  son  of  James  and  Dorcas  (Ar- 
nold) Cargill,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cumber- 
land, Alay  2,  1765,  and  married  July  29,  1790, 
Thankful  White  of  Attleboro,  Alass.,  daughter  of 
William  W’hite.  She  was  born  in  1772,  and  died 
in  Cumberland  Alarch  26,  1852,  being  buried  in 
Arnolds  Alills  cemetery.  Air.  Cargill  was  a farmer 
and  land  owner  near  Abbott  Run,  where  he  lived 
all  of  his  life,  and  where  his  death  occurred,  Oct. 
19,  1856,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-one  years. 
He  became  engaged  in  general  farming,  made 
many  improvements  on  the  homestead,  and  died 
a successful  man.  He  was  buried  at  Arnolds 
Alills  cemetery.  David  Cargill’s  children  were; 
Benjamin,  born  Oct.  12,  1791  ; Barton,  Feb.  2, 
1793;  W'illard,  Feb.  20,  1795;  Olney,  Oct.  25,  1796; 
Jason,  Feb.  4,  1799;  Susanna,  March  24,  1802 
(married  Ambrose  Osborn  and  moved  to  New 
ATrk)  ; Stewart,  1803;  James,  Jan.  8,  1806;  Wil- 
liam, April  18,  1808;  Amey,  Jan.  18,  1812  (mar- 
ried Henry  Short)  ; Fanny,  Alay  15,  1813  (mar- 
ried Daniel  Thompson)  ; and  Cynthia  A.,  Feb.  13, 
1818  (married  Lewis  Carpenter).  Ten  of  the  chil- 
dren were  married  and  settled  in  nearby  territory. 

Olney  Cargill,  son  of  David,  was  born  on  the 
farm  Oct.  25,  1796,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  In  that  day  it  was  the  custom 
that  when  a youth  attained  his  majority  he  started 
into  the  world  for  himself.  However,  because  of  his 
consideration  of  his  further  usefulness  to  his  par- 
ents, Olney  remained  with  them  until  he  was  forty, 
nineteen  years  after  legal  age,  and  at  this  late 
date  started  life  on  his  own  account,  receiving  100 
acres  of  the  old  homestead.  On  this  he  built  a 
home  for  himself  and  became  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  He  was  noted  for  his 
industry  and  honesty,  and  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow  men  were  most  honorable.  Formerly  a 
W hig  and  later  a Republican,  he  was,  however, 
never  a politician  and  did  not  seek  office.  Air. 
Cargill  died  on  his  farm,  Nov.  18,  1881,  aged 
eighty-six  years,  and  was  buried  in  Arnolds  Alills 
cemetery.  He  married  (first)  Lavina  Jacobs,  Feb. 
I.  1844.  She  died  and  on  Alay  16,  1848,  Mr.  Car- 
gill married  Rhobe  Gilmore  Fales,  born  Nov.  3, 
1808,  at  Attleboro,  Alass.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Rhobe  (Gilmore)  Fales;  she  died  July  18,  1886, 
and  was  buried  beside  her  husband.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Olney  Cargill ; 
David  Olney;  and  Alice  Alason,  who  was  born 
Sept.  7,  1854,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
East  Greenwich  Academy  and  a select  school  con- 
ducted by  Airs.  Hewitt,  of  Pawtucket,  resides  with 
her  brother  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Metlio- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  at  Arnolds  Alills. 

David  Olney  Cargill  was  born  on  the  home- 
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stead  on  which  he  still  resides,  April  21,  1850,  and 
attended  the  local  schools  and  Bryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College,  Providence,  lie  grew  up  on 
the  farm  with  his  father,  where  he  has  always  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  dairying,  having  one  of 
the  first  silos  and  milk  separators  in  the  State.  In 
1884,  with  Mr.  Halsey  C.  Rawson,  he  became 
interested  in  developing  the  railroad  facilities  and 
water  power  at  Abbott  Run,  it  being  the  old  water 
privilege  and  cotton  mill  of  William  M.  Rawson. 
In  1886  a corporation  was  formed  with  privilege 
to  deal  in  cattle,  milk,  hay,  grain,  flour,  feed,  ice 
and  farmers’  supplies,  a gristmill  and  sawmill 
were  put  in  and  a good  local  business  was  done.  In 
1901.  upon  application  of  a wholesale  ice  dealer  of 
Providence  for  an  interest,  a new  corporation  was 
organized  under  the  name  of  Abbott  Run  Ice  & 
( irain  Company,  W.  E.  Bowen,  president ; D.  O. 
Cargill,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  business  was 
enlarged  with  every  prospect  of  profltable  returns ; 
hut  for  lack  of  harmony  among  the  directors,  Mr. 
Cargill  not  having  capital  enough  to  buy  out,  he 
sold  out  his  interest.  He  has  since  given  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  selling  of  farm  machinery. 
He  made  many  improvements  on  the  farm,  includ- 
ing a fine  new  barn,  and  his  200  acres,  part  of  the 
tract  originally  owned  by  James  Cargill,  are  in  ex- 
cellent condition.  Mr.  Cargill  also  owns  consider- 
able property  in  Alassachusetts  near  the  Rhode 
Island  border.  He  has  much  business  ability,  is 
progressive,  enterprising  and  a man  of  great  hon- 
esty and  integrit} . He  is  independent  in  politics, 
and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board  for 
six  years.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Arnolds  Mills,  is  a trustee,  and  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

r\Ir.  Cargill  married  (first)  June  21,  1877, 

Sarah  E.  Elagg,  of  Westminster,  IMass.,  daughter 
of  Otis  and  S.  Rebecca  (IMerriam)  Flagg,  who 
died  Jan.  25,  1884.  and  was  buried  at  Arnolds 
Mills  cemetery.  She  had  three  children:  (i) 
Edna  Maria,  horn  Sept.  27,  1878,  was  educated 
in  the  district  school.  Rhode  Island  College  of 
Agriculture  and  IMechanic  Art,  and  Cornell  Uni- 
versity, and  for  some  time  was  stenographer  for  the 
Pawtucket  Institution  for  Savings.  On  Sept.  25, 
1906,  she  became  the  wife  of  Lester  H.  Brown,  and 
they  reside  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  (2)  James  Ed- 
ward, born  Jan.  30,  1880.  attended  High  School 
and  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Agriculture  and 
Mechanic  Arts,  and  is  engaged  in  carpenter  work. 
He  married  June  2,  1906.  Miss  Grace  B.  Clarner, 
and  lives  at  Diamond  Hill,  R.  I.  They  have  one 
son.  Jeffrey  ^I.,  born  April  14,  1907.  (3)  John 

Otis,  a very  promising  child,  died  in  infancy,  in 
1882.  from  the  effects  of  a fall. 

Mr.  Cargill’s  second  marriage  occurred  May 
13,  1885,  to  Efifie  Louise  'Parhox,  horn  in  Brooklyn, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Inicelia  (Yerring- 
ton)  Tarbox.  .^e  conws  from  two  old  families 
both  numerqtrs^'and  ])rominent  in  Rhode  Island  and 


Connecticut.  Mrs.  Cargill  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  her  native  town,  Plainfield  Academy 
and  the  Rhode  Island  Normal  School,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  taught  in  the  schools  of  Union  \'illage. 
North  Smithfield,  and  Cumberland.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  IM.  E.  Church  at  Arnolds  Mills,  and 
very  active  in  the  work  thereof.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cargill  have  had  children  as  follows : Alice 
Louise,  born  July  25,  1886,  was  educated  in  the 
public  school  of  Cumberland  and  Providence  High 
School,  and  is  now  a stenographer  and  bookkeeper 
at  North  Attleboro,  IMass. ; Rhobie  Lucelia,  born 
July  4,  1888,  was  educated  at  the  Cumberland 
High  School  and  the  Rhode  Island  College  of 
Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts,  at  Kingston,  R.  I. ; 
Grace  Irene,  born  Feb.  19,  1893,  died  young;  Gladys 
Irene,  was  born  Aug.  20,  1896;  Daniel  Olney, 
born  Nov.  3,  1898;  and  Miriam  Ayer,  born  Sept. 
16,  1901.  The  children  are  members  of  the  Young 
People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  at  Arnolds 
Mills,  and  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Cargill  and  the  Misses 
Cargill  are  members  of  Cumberland  Grange, 
No.  2,  P.  of  H.,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cargill  are 
charter  members. 

HENRY  VALLEAU,  late  of  Providence,  for 
forty  years  a member  of  the  well-known  men’s 
furnishings  firm  of  Elsbree  & Valleau,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  founders,  was  a self-made  man 
in  the  truest  sense  of  that  much  abused  term. 
Pie  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  Aug.  27, 
1829,  son  and  only  child  of  Isaiah  and  Abby  (Ar- 
nold) Valleau. 

Isaiah  Valleau  passed  his  entire  life  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  spent  many  years  in  the  cus- 
toms service. 

Henry  Valleau  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
city,  and  received  only  limited  educational  ad- 
Vctntages.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  silk  hat  maker,  serving  an  apprenticeship, 
as  was  customary  in  those  days,  at  a very  small 
wage.  He  became  an  expert  workman  in  his  line, 
and  commanded  .good  wages  as  a journeyman,  con- 
tinuing there  until  about  1850,  when  he  came  to 
Providence,  and  entered  the  employ  of  a Mr.  Sweet, 
a hatter  on  lower  Westminster  street,  which  subse- 
quently became  known  as  “hatter's  -row.”  Later 
he  entered  the  employ  of  George  Whipple,  then 
the  leading  men’s  furnisher  of  Providence,  Mr. 
Valleau  for  many  years  being  foreman  of  the  hat 
shop,  and  having  in  addition  to  his  workmen,  a 
numher  of  apprentices.  He  was  careful  with  his 
earnings,  and  in  1863  was  enabled  to  form  a part- 
nership with  Shirley  A.  Elshree,  then  a clerk  for 
Mr.  Whipple,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Elsbree 
& Valleau,  they  carried  on  a men’s  furnishings 
business  for  many  years,  the  partnership  terminat- 
ing only  with  the  death  of  Mr.  Valleau,  while  the 
name  is  as  yet  unchanged.  The  business  was  es- 
tablished at  No.  93  Westminster  street,  hut  a few 
years  later  was  removed  to  its  present  location. 


A-Ti 


. f 


V 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1619 


It  was  remarkably  successful  from  the  start, 
and  in  time  became  the  leading  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  the  city,  both  partners  holding  high 
reputations  for  integrity  and  fair  dealings. 

Hr.  Valleau  remained  active  in  the  business 
until  failing  health  necessitated  a rest.  This  oc- 
curred some  few  years  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  31,  1903,  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla., 
whither  he  had  gone  for  the  winter,  as  had  been 
his  custom  for  a number  of  years.  His  remains 
were  brought  back  to  Providence,  and  interred  in 
Swan  Point  Cemetery.  He  was  a man  of  very 
quiet  tastes,  and  was  much  devoted  to  his  home. 
He  was  of  generous  disposition,  and  gave  much  to 
charity  but  in  his  giving  was  most  unostentatious, 
much  of  it  being  known  only  to  the  recipients.  He 
was  of  a high  sense  of  personal  honor,  and  he  so 
ordered  his  life  that  he  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  men.  His  fortune  was  the  result  of  his  own 
industry,  economy  and  good  judgment,  aided  by  the 
counsel  and  thrift  of  a faithful  wife  to  whom  he 
gave  much  credit  for  his  success. 

Mr.  Valleau  was  a member  of  the  Elmwood 
Club,  and  was  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

. Mr.  Valleau  was  married  in  Boston,  Mass.,  to 
Jane  Gordon,  born  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  Jan.  12, 
1831,  who  came  to  America  with  her  parents  in 
childhood.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
but  Mrs  and  Mrs.  Valleau  adopted  Jessie  Gordon, 
upon  whom  they  bestowed  every  care,  and  who 
now  with  her  widowed  mother  resides  at  No.  130 
Moore  street.  Providence. 

Py\GE.  Since  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century  the  name  of  Page  has  been  a Rhode  Is- 
land one,  and  the  family,  while  not  a numerous  one, 
has  been  one  of  substantial  citizenship  as  the  rec- 
ords evidence ; and  as  well  one  worthy  of  marriage 
alliance  with  some  of  the  ancient  and  honorable 
families  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  vital  records  of  various  parts  of  Rhode  Is- 
land being  but  fragmentary,  the  genealogy  of  many 
of  the  families  is  difficult  to  trace  fully  from  public 
records.  As  early  as  1705  Col.  Nicholas  Paige  of 
Newport  is  referred  to,  while  a John  Page  of  the 
town  of  Glocester  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  1735,  and  another  John 
of  that  same  town  in  1757,  and  a Joseph  Page,  Jr., 
in  1759. 

William  Page,  of  Providence,  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  1723. 
He  was  living  in  Providence  and  gave  the  land  on 
which  the  court  house  there  was  standing  in  1757. 
One  of  his  sons,  Ambrose  Page,  who  was  a mer- 
chant at  Providence,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1791, 
in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  married  July 
10,  1743,  Roby  Carpenter.  He  was  likely  the  Am- 
brose Page  whose  wife  Alice  died  March  13,  1772, 
aged  thirty-seven  years.  Ambrose,  too,  married 
in  November,  1772,  'Mrs.  Sarah,  widow  of  Capt. 


Christopher  Hopkins,  she  dying  July  23,  1812, 
aged  seventy-nine  years.  She  was  formerly  Sarah 
Jenckes,  daughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Jenckes,  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  Providence,  and  long  promi- 
nent in  public  life.  George  William  Page,  son  of 
Ambrose,  born  in  1773,  married  Feb.  22,  1801, 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Daniel  Cooke. 

The  Pages,  as  the  records  evidence,  have  been 
a Providence  family,  that  is  one  of  the  town  of  an- 
cient Providence  out  of  which  came  Glocester, 
Smithfield  and  Scituate.  The  Nicholas  Paige  al- 
luded to  in  the  foregoing  as  of  Newport,  it  seems 
from  family  history,  was  also  at  Providence.  He 
came  from  Plymouth,  County  Devon,  England,  and 
was  at  Boston  in  1665.  He  was  a witness  to  cer- 
tain articles  of  peace,  bearing  date  of  July  15,  1675, 
in  Hubbard’s  Indian  wars,  and  probably  the  cap- 
tain named,  and  afterward  a colonel,  and  member 
of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company 
in  1693,  and  its  captain  in  1695.  He  married  Ann, 
widow  of  Edward  Lane,  and  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Keayne.  She  died  in  1704,  and  he  died  prob- 
ably late  in  1717.  Some  of  the  descendants  of  this 
Colonel  Paige  are  now  residents  of  Rhode  Island. 

This  article,  however,  has  to  deal  specially  with 
some  of  the  descendants  of  the  early  Pages,  of  the 
town  of  Glocester.  In  this  town  lived,  in  the  early 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  family  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Page,  comprising,  according  to  pub- 
lic records,  children  as  follows : John,  born  Feb. 
15,  1728;  Sarah,  April  19,  1732;  William  C.,  June 
25)  1738;  and  Daniel,  April  21,  1740.  Of  this  fam- 
ily the  two  Johns,  father  and  son,  are  likely  those 
of  the  Christian  name  who  became  freemen  of  the 
Colony  in  1735  and  1757.  The  younger  John’s 
death  occurred  June  15,  1771,  his  brothers,  William 
and  Daniel,  becoming  the  executors  of  his  will,  in 
which  were  bequests  to  each  of  them,  and  also  to 
their  sisters,  Mary  Blanchard  and  Sarah  Kelley. 

Contemporaneous  with  the  family  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Page,  of  Glocester,  was  the  family  of  Jo- 
seph and  Phebe  Page  of  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
whose  children  were  as  follows : Thamzen,  born 
Oct.  13,  1729;  Janies,  July  16,  1730;  Joseph,  Sept. 
21,  1733;  Mary,  Oct.  6,  1742;  Stephen,  Sept.  21, 
1745;  Anne,  July  5,  1747;  and  Eli,  Feb.  26,  1750. 

The  first  of  the  Page  name  of  record  as  buying 
and  selling  land  in  the  town  of  Glocester  is  in  a 
deed  of  1733,  w’hen  Joseph  Page,  of  Smithfield, 
son  of  Joseph  of  Glocester,  conveys  to  John  Page, 
yeoman  of  the  same  county  and  State,  certain  lands. 
On  July  4,  1764,  John  Page  of  Glocester  deeds  land 
to  his  son  William,  the  tract  being  one  of  thirty- 
four  acres,  and  on  Jan.  19,  1769,  John  Page,  Jr., 
deeds  to  his  brother,  William  Page,  that  same  tract 
of  land.  On  Feb.  13,  1772,  Joseph  Page  deeds  to 
his  son,  William,  approximately  fifty  acres  of  land. 
Joseph  Page,  then  of  Glocester,  by  will  made  June 
2,  1795,  and  probated  April  9,  1796,  mentions  his 
wife,  IMartha,  and  sons,  Esek,  Stephen,  William, 
Joseph,  Jr.,  and  Stephen,  and  granddaughter 
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I’rusia  Aldrich,  daughter  of  David  and  Dorcas 
(i’age)  Aldrich.  Mr.  Page  died  iMarch  24,  1796. 
His  wife,  iSlartha,  did  not  survive  him  long.  In 
her  will,  which  was  made  April  19,  179^* 
queaths  to  William,  Esek,  Josepn  and  Stephen,  and 
to  her  daughters  then  alive,  and  to  the  children  of 
her  deceased  daughters,  Amey  Mann  and  Hannah 
Page. 

W illiam  Page,  Jr.,  purchased  a tract  of  land  m 
September,  1785,  and  others  both  before  and  after 
this  date,  one  in  1795  from  a Mr.  Sprague,  and 
another  in  1814.  A William  Page  of  Glocester 
died  intestate  just  prior  to  Feb.  4,  1828;  and  an- 
other William  Page,  of  that  town,  died  just  prior 
to  Jan.  27,  1842.  These  two  W'illiam  Pages  were 
father  and  son,  the  latter  the  William  Page  who 
married  Mary  Steere  as  is  noted  farther  on. 

The  Rhode  Island  Pages  were  active  in  the  war 
for  Independence,  Capt.  William  Page,  of  Provi- 
dence, an  officer,  serving  throughout  the  struggle. 
He  became  a pensioner,  and  after  his  death  his 
widow  received  a pension.  He  died  Nov.  4,  1826, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  His  widow,  who  was 
formerly  Elizabeth  Mason,  and  to  whom  he  was 
married  Aug.  12,  1773,  died  Jan.  23,  1845,  aged 
ninety  years. 

From  family  data,  records  and  personal  recol- 
lections, it  is  affirmed  that  William  Page,  admitted 
a freeman  of  Providence,  in  1723,  was  a son  of 
Col.  Nicholas  Paige,  of  Newport.  John  Page,  son 
of  this  W'illiam,  and  his  cousin  Joseph  were  the 
forerunners  of  the  Glocester-Scituate  family  herein 
referred  to.  Both  John  and  Joseph  had  sons  Wil- 
liam, and  from  these  have  descended  the  Pages, 
an  account  of  whom  follows. 

For  many  years  there  have  resided  in  Scituate 
some  of  the  descendants  of  the  late  William  Royal 
Page,  a son  of  Wdlliam,  a descendant  of  the  early 
Glocester  branch  of  the  Page  family,  notably  Hon. 
Charles  Harrison  Page,  who  for  many  years  has 
not  only  been  one  of  tbe  leading  lawyers  of  Rhode 
Island,  but  an  efficient  and  capable  legislator.  State 
Senator,  member  of  the  United  States  Congress, 
etc.  And  in  other  towns  of  the  State,  the  city  of 
Providence  included,  there  have  lived,  and  some 
are  yet  living  and  active  in  the  business  life  of  their 
community,  a branch  of  the  Glocester  family,  sons 
of  the  late  W'illiam  and  Mary  (Steere)  Page,  and 
grandsons  of  William  Page  of  Scituate.  Notable 
among  these  were  the  late  George  Henry  Page, 
for  some  years  a contractor  and  builder,  a carriage 
manufacturer  and  dealer  in  horses,  and  latterly  a 
farmer  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Swansea, 
Mass.,  two  of  whose  sons,  Charles  H.  and  Ernest 
A.,  are  now  in  active  business  life  in  Providence ; 
Simon  S.  Page,  who  was  long  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  and  public  af- 
fairs of  the  town  of  Johnston,  and  whose  son, 
Frank  Allen  Page,  is  deputy  collector  of  customs 
at  Providence;  John  W'.  Page,  who  for  many  years 
was  a substantial  citizen  and  business  man  of  Wick- 


ford,  and  who  in  later  years  has  been  active  in 
real  estate  lines  at  Providence;  Harlan  A.  Page, 
now  of  Providence,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
long  one  of  the  active  and  progressive  business  men 
of  his  adopted  city,  the  builder  of  many  houses, 
and  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate;  Edward 
Fremont  Page,  a successful  farmer  and  dealer  in 
fine  horses,  in  Scituate ; and  W'illiam  Royal  Page, 
a highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Scituate.  Personal 
sketches  of  these  men  follow. 

WUlliam  Page,  son  of  Wdlliam  of  Glocester, 
married  Mary  Steere,  of  the  prominent  Steere  fam- 
ily, who  was  born  Feb.  i,  1806,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Patience  (Bussey)  Steere,  descending 
from  John  (the  first  American  ancestor)  through 
Samuel,  Jeremiah  and  Nathaniel.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Page  had  children  as  follows : George  H.,  born  in 
1832;  Simon  Sprague;  John  Wk ; Patience  S.,  who 
married  Peleg  James,  and  had  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
John  Bates,  of  West  Greenwich,  and  Mrs.  W'ren 
Bray,  of  Westerly;  Anna,  who  married  Charles 
Church,  of  Wickford,  R.  I. ; Emma,  who  married 
John  Luther,  and  died  leaving  three  daughters  and 
one  son ; and  Harlan  A.  W'illiam  Page,  the  father 
of  this  family,  was  a farmer,  and  also  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  teaming,  conveying  supplies  and  man- 
ufactured products  to  and  from  Chepachet.  For 
some  years  he  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  Glocester. 
He  was  a liberal  patron  of  education,  and  gave  the 
land  upon  which  the  first  school  in  Chepachet  was 
erected.  This  became  a graded  school,  of  no  little 
importance. 

George  Henry  Page,  son  of  W'illiam  and  Mary 
(Steere)  Page,  was  born  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  Aug. 
10,  1832.  In  his  early  youth  he  attended  school  and 
assisted  his  father  at  work.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  and  for  some  years  was  a contractor 
and  builder,  erecting  many  buildings,  some  of 
which  are  still  standing,  notably  one  of  the  Sayles 
mills,  at  Pascoag.  In  1858  he  located  in  Centre- 
dale,  R.  I.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  carriages,  conducting  that  business  until  some 
years  after  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  much 
interested  in  horses,  and  coming  to  Providence  in 
about  1870  engaged  in  the  stable  business,  buying 
and  selling  horses.  In  this  as  in  all  his  other  com- 
mercial undertakings  he  was  quite  successful,  for 
though  he  met  with  many  reverses  they  were  due 
largely  to  his  confidence  in  others.  But  he  over- 
came many  difficulties  by  his  industry,  judgment 
and  tact.  He  was  a man  of  average  height  and 
build,  well  proportioned,  of  gentle  manner  and 
bearing,  and  devoted  to  his  home  and  family.  As 
a man  and  citizen  he  was  universally  respected.  He 
was  noted  for  his  courtesy  toward  all,  his  personal 
integrity,  his  generous  and  sympathetic  nature,  and 
his  consistently  moral  and  temperate  habits.  He 
was  a Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  took 
little  interest  in  political  contentions,  and  was  never 
a candidate  for  office,  though  lie  would  undoubtedly 
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have  succeeded  in  the  field  of  public  service  had  he 
chosen  to  enter  it.  In  fraternal  connection  he  was 
a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.  Some  time 
before  his  death  Mr.  Page  purchased  a farm  at 
North  Swansea,  Mass.,  where  he  passed  away  in 
February,  1898,  and  he  is  buried  in  Acotes  Hill 
cemetery,  Chepachet. 

In  1850  Mr.  Page  married  (first)  Frances 
W'ellman,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children : 
Frederick,  now  a resident  of  Farmington,  Maine; 
and  Evert,  who  resides  in  California.  The  mother 
of  these  died  Sept.  15,  1861,  and  in  1862  Mr.  Page 
married  Abigail  (Mason)  Horton,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children.  Only  two  survive,  Charles  Henry 
and  Ernest  Adelbert.  The  mother  of  these  died 
Jan.  8,  1907. 

Charle.s  Henry  Page,  son  of  George  Henry, 
was  born  March  20,  1863,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Providence,  where  he  is  now  a business 
man  of  wide  acquaintance.  He  succeeded  his  father 
at  the  latter's  old  place  of  business  on  Planet  street. 
Providence,  and  in  April,  1904,  established  the  un- 
dertaking business  which  he  conducts  in  addition 
to  his  stable.  He  is  a progressive  and  up-to-date 
business  man,  and  has  been  successful  because  of 
his  industry,  intelligent  management  and  pleasing 
personality.  His  hobby  is  antique  china,  of  which 
he  has  an  interesting  and  valuable  collection.  In 
fraternal  life  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Honor 
and  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  quite  active  in  the  last 
named  organization,  of  which  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber for  some  years.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment.  Air.  Page  was  married.  May  29,  1884, 
to  Miss  Etta  Lee  Crumb,  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  who 
died  Dec.  28,  1891.  On  March  22,  1893,  ]\Ir.  Page 
married  (second)  Miss  Ellen  M.  Holden,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Holden,  of  Acrington,  Eng- 
land, and  to  them  have  come  two  children ; Ralph 
Horton,  born  Sej^t.  13.  1894,  and  Walter  Holden, 
born  Oct.  18,  1895.  who  died  in  September,  1906. 

Ernest  Adelbert  Page,  son  of  George  Henry, 
and  the  widely  known  horseman  of  Providence, 
was  born  April  ii,  1866,  and  was  educated  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  For  some  years  he  was  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  latter’s  enterprises,  later 
establishing  himself  as  a dealer  in  horses  on  Dean 
street.  Providence.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  line  in  New  England,  and  has 
built  up  a profitable  business  by  strict  honesty  and 
straightforward  dealing.  He  has  traveled  exten- 
sively, and  has  made  many  trips  to  the  West,  wdiere 
he  buys  and  ships  horses  to  his  home  market.  He 
is  a man  of  genial  and  affable  temperament  and  is 
popular  with  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  Like 
others  of  his  family  Mr.  Page  is  a Republican,  but 
he  has  no  inclination  for  public  life.  Mr.  Page 
married  Sept.  10,  1906.  Louise  Gorton,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Susan  (Russell)  Gorton,  of  Provi- 
dence. They  have  had  one  child,  George  W.,  born 
May  27,  died  June  2,  1907.  Mr.  Page  also  has  a 
son,  Earl  Gee,  born  Aug.  16,  1891. 
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Simon  Sprague  Page,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Steere),  was  born  at  the  homestead  in  Glo- 
cester,  R.  L,  Feb.  9,  1834.  His  father's  death  oc- 
curred when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age,  and 
soon  thereafter  young  Simon  began  working  in 
the  mills  of  the  vicinity.  He  attended  the  country 
schools  as  opportunity  permitted,  though  it  was  not 
until  after  his  marriage  and  he  had  earned  and 
saved  sufficient  funds  to  permit  it,  that  he  com- 
pleted his  education  at  Beldings  High  School  and 
Smithfield  Academy.  When  a young  man  he  came 
to  Providence  where  he  became  employed  in  a fac- 
tory manufacturing  sash  and  blinds,  and  at  the 
same  time  his  aptitude,  intelligence  and  industry 
pnabled  him  to  become  familiar  with  general  car- 
pentry and  building.  For  some  time  he  was  em- 
ployed as  foreman  in  the  repair  and  construction 
department  of  the  Atlantic  mills  at  Olneyville. 
Later  he  became  engaged  in  the  line  of  a contract- 
ing builder  and  dealer  in  real  estate.  In  this  con- 
nection he  handled  some  extensive  building 
tracts,  frequently  acting  as  agent  for  owners,  nota- 
bly an  extensive  space  in  the  vicinity  of  Dexter 
Training  Ground  in  Providence.  During  the  years 
from  1878  to  1882  he  and  his  family  resided  at 
Graniteville,  R.  L,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  again 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  now 
of  the  annexed  district  of  Providence.  While  a 
resident  of  Johnston  he  served  in  a number  of  offi- 
cial capacities  and  his  high  estimate  of  the  value 
and  importance  of  education  rendered  him  especially 
efficient  as  a member  of  the  school  board.  In  po- 
litical affiliation  he  was  a Republican  but  not  blindly 
partisan,  his  vote  being  cast  for  the  candidate  whom 
he  believed  best  fitted  for  the  office. 

His  inclination  and  habits  were  thoroughly  do- 
mestic and  aside  from  his  many  years’  membership 
in  the  Good  Templars  he  had  no  fraternal  connec- 
tion. For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
Plainfield  Stre;et  Free  Baptist  Church  and  was 
most  constant  in  his  attendance  of  services.  For 
ten  consecutive  years  he  was  a teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day school  and  during  this  long  period  he  attended 
its  every  session. 

Mr.  Page  was  of  medium  height  and  physical 
build ; affable  and  companionable  in  temperament ; 
a good  citizen,  neighbor  and  friend.  The  apprecia- 
tion and  interest  displayed  by  the  acts  of  his  ances- 
tors in  the  cause  of  education  was  also  manifest 
in  him.  He  toiled,  struggled,  and  saved,  that  he 
might  advance  his  own  learning,  and  he  took  a deep 
interest  in  the  schools  of  his  community,  and  gave 
to  each  of  his  children  every  advantage  within  his 
means.  He  died  Feb.  5,  1896. 

Mr.  Page  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be- 
ing Mary  E.  Hudson,  of  Smithfield,  R.  1.  To  this 
union  there  came  two  children,  a son  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  a daughter,  Nellie  Maria,  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Sumner  Bray,  and  mother  of  three 
daughters.  On  Sept,  i,  1870,  iMr.  Page  married 
Corlista  A.,  daughter  of  Perley  and  Alzada 
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(Barnes)  Batchelcler.  ]\lrs.  Page  descends  from 
old  Rhode  Island  families  of  whom  account  will 
be  found  elsewhere.  To  INIr.  and  INlrs.  Page  were 
born  the  following  children:  (i)  Ernest  \dctor, 
born  Oct.  23,  1873,  in  Providence,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  there  and  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University,  in  1896,  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  After  a post-graduate  course,  in  1905,  he 
received  his  degree  of  A.  INI.  He  taught  one  year 
in  the  Johnston  (R.  1.)  high  school,  followed  by 
three  years  as  instructor  in  the  commercial  depart- 
ment of  the  New  Bedford,  INIass.,  high  school.  He 
then  located  in  the  city  of  Boston  where  he  was  first 
an  instructor  at  West  Roxbury  high,  then  the  Eng- 
lish high,  and  the  high  school  of  Commerce,  and  is 
now  (1908)  at  the  head  of  the  commercial  depart- 
ment of  the  Brighton  High  school.  He  is  a member 
of  Lafayette  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  H.,  of  Boston.  IMr. 
Page  married  Miss  Ellen  Sefton  \\'aterman,  daugh- 
ter of  Mdlliam  Waterman,  of  Johnston,  account  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere,  and  they  have  a daughter, 
Althea,  born  April  2,  1906.  (2)  Grace  Howe,  born 
Aug.  29,  1875,  in  I’rovidence,  after  graduation  from 
high  school  taught  for  two  years.  In  1897  she  mar- 
ried George  Lewis  Sammis,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
now  superintendent  of  the  Registry  Division  of  the 
Providence  post  office,  and  their  children  are : Ron- 
ald Page,  born  April  20,  1905  ; and  Alverda  Batch- 
elder,  July  14,  1906.  (3)  Frank  Allen,  born  IMay  4, 
1878,  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Alzada  Barnes,  born 
in  Graniteville,  R.  I.,  April  12,  1882,  was  graduated 
from  Providence  Classical  high  school,  and  then 
accepted  a position  with  the  American  National 
Bank  as  stenographer,  and  continued  in  the  same 
capacity  when  that  institution  was  merged  with 
the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Company.  On 
Feb.  2,  1907,  she  married  Fred  W.  Bartels,  of 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  they  reside  in  Providence 
where  Mr.  Bartels  is  connected  with  the  Union 
Trust  Company. 

Frank  Allen  Page,  son  of  Simon  Sprague, 
born  in  Providence,  'Slay  4,  1878,  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  Brown  University,  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1901.  He  then  became  a 
teacher  in  the  high  school  of  Xewburyport,  Mass., 
and  continued  there  for  three  years.  Entering  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Law,  he  graduated 
from  there  in  June,  1906.  In  2\Iarch  of  the  same 
year  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  United  States 
government  as  deputy  collector  of  customs,  a po- 
sition which  he  has  since  continued  to  fill  with 
credit.  Mr.  Page  has  been  admitted  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  the  courts  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Massachusetts,  and  attends  to  such  legal  mat- 
ters as  arise  in  the  course  of  his  duties.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  political  sentiment,  and  while  a res- 
ident of  Xewburyport  was  elected  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council.  He  is  a member  of 
St.  John's  Lodge,  .V.  b'.  & .X.  M.,  of  Xewburyport; 
King  Cyrus  Chai)ter,  Ro}al  .Arch  Alasons;  and 
Xewhuryport  Commandcry  Xo.  3.  Kniglus  Tem- 


plar, and  also  of  Quascacunquen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Xewburyport. 

John  W.  Page,  for  many  years  a resident  of 
Wakefield  and  AVickford,  and  now  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Providence,  is  a son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  (Steere)  Page,  and  was  born  in 
Glocester,  Jan.  24,  1835.  He  resided  in  his  native 
place  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
when  he  began  to  learn  the  tinsmith’s  trade  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  He  was  employed  at  same  for 
some  years.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  continu- 
ously in  the  employ  of  George  W.  Sheldon,  of 
Wakefield,  and  there  in  1870  he  established  himself 
in  a general  mercantile  business,  with  which  he 
combined  undertaking.  He  continued  in  that  line 
for  nineteen  years,  during  which  period  he  main- 
tained a reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing 
in  his  business  transactions  which  insured  his  uni- 
form success.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Wickford, 
and  then  removed  to  AA'akefield,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  for  a short  time,  and  in  1894 
he  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  has  carried  on 
the  real  estate  business.  Mr.  Page  has  been  well- 
known  and  respected  in  the  communities  where  he 
has  passed  so  much  of  his  life,  and  no  one  has  any- 
thing but  good  to  say  of  him,  for  his  life  has  not 
only  been  a successful  one,  but  it  has  been  clean, 
moral  and  useful,  and  directed  only  by  his  native 
industry  and  sterling  integrity.  The  position  he 
has  attained  has  been  due  solely  to  his  own  unaided 
efforts. 

In  i860  Mr.  Page  married  Aliss  Deborah  A. 
Phillips,  who  died  in  1872,  the  mother  of  three 
children,  viz. : Mary  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
Judge  Nathan  M.  Wright,  of  Providence;  John 
W.,  Jr.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in 
Providence ; and  Carrie  S.,  connected  with  the  cler- 
ical department  of  the  Providence  Journal.  In 
1876  Mr.  Page  married  Carrie  M.  Church,  daugh- 
ter of  Alphonso  and  Nancy  Church,  of  Wickford, 
and  a member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  con- 
cerning whose  history  much  will  be  found  else- 
where. Two  children  have  come  to  this  union: 
Frank  "E.,  born  July  17,  1879,  who  died  when  six 
months,  seventeen  days  old ; and  Florence  Lillian, 
born  March  30,  1881,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Brad- 
ford H.  Whitford,  of  Providence.  Mrs.  Page  is 
well  known  in  musical  aiid  social  circles  in  Provi- 
dence. Air.  Page  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity, and  belongs  to  Washington  Chapter. 

Harlan  A.  Page,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  identified  with  the  building  and  real  estate 
affairs  of  Providence,  and  particularly  the  Olney- 
ville  section,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  progressive  citizens  of  his  locality.  He 
was  born  in  Glocester  June  14,  1842,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Alary  (Steere)  Page,  and  was  there 
reared,  attending  the  schools  of  the  community. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  on  Aug.  7,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  7th  R.  I.  V.  I.,  under  Col- 
onel Bliss,  and  served  throughout  the  Rebellion 
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with  the  9th  Army  Corps,  participating  in  many 
of  the  great  engagements,  notably  the'  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  and  that  of  Sulphur  Springs.  At 
Petersburg  he  was  under  constant  fire  through 
most  of  the  engagement.  In  1865  he  was  mustered 
out  and  given  his  honorable  discharge  at  Alexan- 
dria, Va.  Returning  at  once  to  Rhode  Island,  iNlr. 
Page  resided  for  a time  in  North  Providence,  but 
in  1866  he  became  a resident  of  what  was  then  the 
town  of  Johnston,  now  a part  of  Providence. 
After  his  return  from  the  army  he  sought  such  em- 
ployment as  he  could  do,  and  began  as  a laborer, 
but  soon  took  up  carpentering.  In  1868  he  built 
his  first  house.  Since  then  he  has  built  more  than 
a hundred  houses,  of  various  kinds,  and  has  dealt 
largely  in  real  estate,  which  he  has  improved  and 
sold.  He  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  progress 
and  growth  of  his  section  of  the  city,  and  has  lent 
his  every  endeavor  toward  advancing  the  interests 
of  the  community.  His  active  career  has  been  a 
long  and  honorable  one,  and  reflects  much  credit 
upon  him. 

In  1867  Lage  married  Emma  R.  Randall, 
who  died  in  1868.  By  this  union  there  was  one 
son,  William,  who  married  Margaret  Whittaker, 
daughter  of  Henry,  and  resides  with  his  family  at 
Conimicut,  R.  I.  They  have  children : Elsie  W., 
William  W.,  Olive  AL,  Raymond  L.,  Linwood 
C.,  Hazel  A.,  Virginia  L.  and  Norman.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Page  married  Sarah  R.  Mathew- 
son,  who  died  in  1873,  leaving  a daughter,  Emma 

R.  (deceased).  Subsequently  he  married  Malvina 

S.  Mathewson,  who  died  in  1882,  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Harlan  A.,  Jr.,  and  one  daughter,  Edith  M. 
Harlan  A.,  Jr.,  is  a resident  of  the  Olneyville  section 
of  the  city  of  Providence,  and  a rising  young  man 
well  known  for  his  thrift  and  energy ; he  married 
Anna  M.  Page,  adopted  daughter  of  George  H. 
Page,  and  they  have  children : Malvina  M.,  Ger- 
ald E.,  George  H.,  and  Helen  A.  In  1883  Mr. 
Page  married  Sarah  A.  Garnett,  and  to  this  mar- 
riage six  children  have  been  born,  of  whom  Wal- 
ter G.  and  Sadie  are  deceased.  The  others  are 
Mattie  M.,  Alice  E.,  Edward  H.,  and  Gladys  E. 
All  have  had  excellent  educational  advantages  and 
are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  their  community. 
Mr.  Page  is  a member  of  Manufacturers’  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  E.,  and  Slocum  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Plainfield  Street  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  was  a member  of  the  building 
committee  which  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
present  edifice,  and  is  now  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  church.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and 
he  has  taken  some  part  in  the  administration  of  lo- 
cal public  affairs,  having  served  as  assessor  of  taxes 
of  the  old  town  of  Johnston  and  as  a member  of  the 
town  council,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1884-85. 


Ch.\rles  Harrison  Page,  of  the  Glocester- 
Scituate  family,  son  of  William  and  IMariva  D. 
(Hopkins)  Page,  was  born  July  19,  1843,  Glo- 


cester,  R.  I.  At  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  cir- 
cumstances threw  young  Page  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  thus  in  early  boyhood  he  became  self- 
reliant  and  self-dependent.  He  assisted  in  the  work 
about  a farm  and  became  manager  of  large  farming 
interests,  meantime  eagerly  snatching  at  whatever 
opportunities  he  could  find,  attending  school  at  in- 
tervals through  the  winters.  Then  the  Civil  war 
came  on,  and  like  many  of  the  youth  of  the  land 
he  left  the  plough  for  the  tented  field  in  response 
to  a call  from  his  country,  giving  his  services  for 
a period  as  a private  soldier  in  Company  A,  12th 
Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  After  an  hon- 
orable war  record  he  returned  to  the  farm,  remain- 
ing until  1868.  IMr.  Page  was  not  satisfied  with 
his  educational  attainments  and  having  managed 
to  save  something  he  sought  the  W’est  in  which  to 
prepare  himself  for  a higher  calling.  Going  to  tlie 
State  of  Illinois  he  there  furthered  his  studies  at 
the  State  Normal  School,  in  Bloomington,  and  at 
the  Southern  Illinois  College,  at  Carbondale.  Re- 
turning to  Rhode  Island,  he  engaged  in  school 
teaching  for  a jjeriod.  But  having  decided  upon 
the  law  as  his  life  work  he  in  1870  went  to  further 
his  studies  in  that  direction  at  the  law  department 
of  the  University  at  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  was  gradu- 
ated therefrom  in  1871,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL. 
B.,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  New  York 
Bar  returned  to  his  native  State,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  the  law.  Mr. 
Page  soon  became  active  in  public  affairs,  and  as 
a Democrat  was  zealous  in  furthering  the  interests 
of  his  party.  For  a time  he  was  assessor  of  taxes 
and  chairman  of  the  school  committee  in  the  town 
of  Scituate,  his  place  of  residence.  In  1880  he  was 
chairman  of  the  delegation  from  Rhode  Island  to 
the  Cincinnati  convention  at  which  Hancock  was 
nominated;  in  1884  was  chairman  of  the  delegation 
in  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Chicago, 
111.,  that  placed  in  nomination  for  the  Presidency 
Grover  Cleveland ; and  four  years  later  was  dele- 
gate to  the  St.  Louis  convention.  Mr.  Page  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  State 
Assembly  in  1872,  and  again  in  the  year  following. 
He  was  a State  Senator  in  1874  and  1875,  and  in 
1876  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  from  the  Sec- 
ond Rhode  Island  District  for  Congress.  He  was 
again  a State  Senator  in  1884-85  and  in  1890. 
Meantime,  in  1884,  he  was  again  a candidate  for 
Congressional  honors,  and  contested  the  seat  of  his 
opponent.  Major  Pierce,  who  was  declared  elected 
by  a small  majority.  His  argument  riveted  atten- 
tion. The  National  House  declared  the  seat  va- 
cant, and  at  the  special  election  held  afterward  he 
was  elected  by  295  plurality,  being  sworn  in  just 
ten  days  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Fifty-second  Congress  in  1890, 
and  re-elected  to  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  serving 
in  1891,  1892.  1893,  1894  and  1895,  with  his 

ten  days’  service  in  a previous  Congress.  IMr.  Page 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ^Manufactures, 


RHODE  ISLAND 


I62J 


and  sixth  on  the  committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors, 
being  the  only  New  England  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  also  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Claims.  This  is  unprecedented.  Hr.  Page  was  the 
only  New  England  member  who  stood  by  i\lr. 
Crisp  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  cam- 
paign for  the  Speakership.  He  was  tne 
former  legislative  miller  in  charge  of  tlie 
nineteenth  hurrstone  in  the  House,  succeeding 
James  Buchanan,  of  New  Jersey,  in  charge  of  the 
Manufacturers'  hurrstone.  It  is  one  of  the  import- 
ant committees  in  the  House,  and  Henry  Bacon, 
later  head  of  Banking  and  Currency,  was  its  chair- 
man in  the  Eiftieth  Congress.  His  committee  was 
charged  with  the  investigation  of  the  trusts  that 
were  said  to  he  absorbing  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try, and  also  with  the  investigation  of  labor  con- 
ditions relative  to  sweat  shop  and  kindred  evils. 
The  sub-committee  appointed  by  i\lr.  Page  made 
an  extensive  report,  resulting  in  the  great  better- 
ment of  industrial  conditions. 

Congressman  Page  is  said  to  be  a typical  Roger 
Williams  Yankee,  and,  judging  from  his  ruddy, 
youthful,  pleasing  face,  time  has  surely  dealt  gently 
with  him.  He  is  past  master  of  Temple  Lodge, 
No.  1 8,  A.  E.  & A.  iSP,  and  a member  of  Scituate 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Masons.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  Bucklin  Post,  Xo.  20,  G.  A.  R.,  and  a mem- 
ber of  Court  Thomas  W.  Derr,  Xo.  7845,  A.  C). 

, of  A. 

On  Sept.  26,  18O2,  i\lr.  Page  was  married  to 
Julia,  daughter  of  Caleb  W.  and  Hannah  (Parker) 
Johnson,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  the  marriage  was 
blessed  with  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) Charles 

Harrison,  Jr.,  a graduate  of  the  Albany  (X.  Y.) 
Law  School.  (2)  Julia  Edith  Estelle,  valedictorian 
of  the  class  of  1894,  East  Greenwich  Academy. 
(3)  iMinnie  Gertrude,  a graduate  of  the  School  of 
Misses  Fielden  & Chace,  Providence. 

There  is  presented  in  the  career  and  personality 
of  Mr.  Page  a characteristic  array  of  qualities 
which  suggest  the  man  of  choice  and  action  whose 
powers  have  been  in  demand,  and  whose  life  has 
covered  wide  fields  of  usefulness  and  a diversity 
of  distinguished  elevations.  We  are  met  with  the 
scholarly  ease  and  grace  of  the  collegian,  the  un- 
shrinking valor  of  the  soldier,  the  wisdom,  sagac- 
ity and  patriotism  of  a legislator  in  Congress,  the 
culture,  discipline,  exactitude  and  erudition  of  the 
com])lete  lawyer.  His  political  advancement  was 
not  due  to  accident,  to  laxity  of  public  interest,  or 
to  the  preponderance  of  majority.  In  every  in- 
stance there  were  oi)i)osed  to  him  men  of  great 
ability,  wealth  and  popularity,  yet  he  was  chosen 
by  a majority  most  battering,  not  only  once,  hut 
rei)eatedly,  in  a district  where  his  party  was  in 
a minority.  He  is,  and  always  has  been,  a Dem- 
ocrat of  the  old  school,  and  has  not  been  swayed 
by  the  more  or  less  unstable  projects  advanced  by 
his  party  in  recent  years.  He  stood  with  Cle\e- 
land  on  the  monetary  and  tariff  question's. 


and  was  one  of  the  seventeen  Democrats 
eulogized  by  the  Xew  York  Sun  after  their 
vote  in  Congress  against  the  Wilson  bill, 
later  denounced  by  President  Cleveland.  But 
it  is  as  a lawyer,  citizen,  friend  and  neighbor 
that  he  is  best  known  by  the  greater  number  of 
readers,  and  it  has  been  by  his  unaided  efforts, 
merit  and  i)ersonality,  by  business  methods  and  cal- 
culating industry,  that  he  has  attained  an  enviable 
and  successful  eminence  in  life,  military  glory,  po- 
litical and  social  popularity,  and  the  respect  and 
honor  of  his  fellowmen. 

William  Royal  Page,  of  the  Glocester-Scitu- 
ate  family,  son  of  \\’ilham  and  iMariva  D.  (Hop- 
kins) Page,  was  born  Dec.  6,  1844,  in  Scituate,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He  is  well-known 
and  highly  regarded  in  the  community  in  which  he 
has  pa.'sed  his  hfe,  having  gained  a reputation  for 
honesty  and  for  punctuality  in  business  obligations 
most  flattering.  Both  he  and  i\lrs.  Page,  who  de- 
scends from  another  old  and  highly  respected 
Rhode  Island  family,  the  Batteys,  mentioned  else- 
where, are  valued  members  of  the  society  in  which 
they  mingle.  On  June.  25,  1866,  -Mr.  Page  mar- 
ried Josephine  A.  Battey,  who  was  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  daughter  of  George  A.  Battey,  of  Scit- 
uate, and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased : Xelson  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years;  Allen  F.  died  July  6,  1906;  Jose- 
phine E.  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Allen  F.  Page,  born  June  6,  1878,  son  of  Wil- 
liam Royal,  above  mentioned,  was  a young  man  of 
much  promise  and  well  liked  by  his  associates. 
Temperate  and  industrious,  a bright  future  seemed 
to  lie  before  him.  He  was  influential  in  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  his  native  town,  and  filled  several  of- 
fices with  much  credit  and  ability.  He  married  Sa- 
die Longbottom,  of  Scituate,  and  four  children 
came  to  them:  Carrie,  born  in  August,  1901  ; Wil- 
liam Royal,  born  in  Xovember,  1902;  Josephine, 
horn  in  Xovember,  1903;  and  Ellen  i\I.,  born  in 
December,  1905. 

Edward  Fremont  Page,  son  of  William  and 
iMariva  D.  (Hopkins)  Page,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Burrillville  Jan.  14,  1858.  His  parents,  having 
reared  a large  family,  were  unable  to  give  him  ed- 
ucational advantages  beyond  those  afforded  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  communities  wherein  they  re- 
sided. At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  IMr.  Page 
left  the  jiaternal  roof  and  sought  to  gain  his  own 
livelihood.  He  found  employment  at  day  labor 
with  Richard  Angell,  of  Scituate.  with  Richard  At- 
wood at  “Great  House  h'arm,'’  and  for  several 
years  was  with  his  brother,  William  R.,  engaged 
in  farming,  teaming  and  the  retail  milk  business. 
He  was  frugal,  saving  and  persevering,  and  when 
his  accumulations  warranted  the  venture  purchased 
a small  farm  in  Scituate,  in  the  locality  known  as 
Wilburs  Hollow.  There  he  established  himself 
in  the  teaming  business  and  jirospered  for  three 
years,  when  fire  destroyed  his  buildings,  horses 
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and  equipment.  His  loss  was  complete  and  he 
again  began  to  work  for  others.  After  a short 
time  he  sold  his  first  purchase,  and  in  April,  1884, 
bought  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  then 
known  as  the  Barnes  homestead,  upon  which  he  has 
made  many  improvements  and  created  a desirable 
home.  Like  several  other  members  of  the  family 
he  has  always  been  interested  in  horses,  and  in 
addition  to  his  teaming,  wood,  and  agricultural 
pursuits  does  a thriving  business  in  the  buying  and 
selling  of  horses,  in  the  handling  of  which  he  is 
considered  an  expert,  being  everywhere  recognized 
as  a most  excellent  judge  in  that  respect. 

In  1880  Mr.  Page  married  Miss  Hannah  Slater, 
who  was  born  Feb.  27,  1862,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Charlotte  Slater,  natives  of  Cheshire,  England. 
Their  children  were : * Annie  Elena,  born  March 
6,  1881,  married  William  R.  Salisbury,  and  died 
Sept.  14,  1902;  and  Herbert  Ashton,  born  Oct.  31, 
1882,  married  Jan.  14,  1903,  Esther  Francis  Bus- 
sey, and  has  one  son,  Edward  Herbert,  born  Nov. 
16,  1903.  On  political  questions  Mr.  Page  is  de- 
cidedly independent,  and  his  choice  of  candidate  de- 
pends upon  the  fitness  of  the  aspirant  for  the  office 
to  be  filled.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  town 
council  and  road  commissioner,  in  both  cases  the 
office  seeking  the  man,  and  he  was  supported  Iw  the 
best  elements  of  both  parties.  He  is  a member  of 
Covenant  Lodge  No.  40.  I.  O.  O.  F. ; of  the  Sr. 
O.  U.  A.  M.  and  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
Mr.  Page  has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all,  and  those 
whose  good  fortune  it  is  to  know  him  personally 
have  ever  found  him  loyal  as  a friend,  honest  in 
all  dealings,  and  a credit  to  himself  and  the  com- 
munity. He  has  succeeded  under  adverse  circum- 
stances and  in  spite  of  serious  misfortune,  by  in- 
dustry, good  management  and  rigid  honesty  in  all 
transactions.  He  is  strictly  temperate  in  all  things, 
and  is  decidedly  domestic  in  his  habits  and  inclina- 
tions, though  he  takes  great  pleasure  in  the  so- 
ciety of  neighbors  and  friends,  and  he  is  clearly  en- 
titled to  the  high  regard  and  estimation  in  which  he 
is  held. 

CHARLES  CARROLL  GARDINER,  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Potter  & Gardiner,  lumber 
dealers  on  Eddy  street.  Providence,  is  one  of  the 
representative  young  business  men  of  the  city.  He 
is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
George  Gardiner,  of  Newport,  the  ancestor  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  his  lineage  being  traced  back 
through  Benjamin,  Wickes,  Hon.  Benjamin,  John, 
William,  Benoni,  to  George. 

Benjamin  Gardiner,  father  of  Charles  C.,  was 
born  at  Old  Warwick,  July  l,  1821.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  Worcester 
Academy  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  Brown  Univer- 
sity, which  he  entered  in  1838.  He  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1843,  ill  health  during  his  period 
at  college  necessitating  his  leaving  for  one  year.  He 
maintained  a high  standing  in  college,  being  admit- 


ted to  the  Rhode  Island  Alpha  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa.  After  graduation,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  he  taught  in  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia  for  three  or  four  years,  and  then  returned 
to  Providence,  where  he  settled  permanently.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  course  from 
Brown  University.  Mr.  Gardiner  became  an  ac- 
countant and  continued  in  that  work  until  he  re- 
tired in  1894.  In  that  year  he  was  agent  of  the  P. 
IM.  Mathewson  estate. 

Sedentary  occupation  led  Mr.  Gardiner  to  take 
an  interest  in  physical  culture  in  which  he  had  great 
faith ; as  a result,  in  1884,  he  issued  a pamphlet  on 
“Indian  Club  Swinging.”  He  was  a member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  attending  St.  John's 
Church,  Providence,  for  many  years.  Of  a retiring 
disposition  he  found  his  chief  pleasure  in  his  home 
in  which  he  exemplified  the  charm  of  private  life. 
He  died  Nov.  2,  1901. 

On  Sept.  26,  1844,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  married  to 
Miss  Caroline  Greene,  a native  of  Old  Warwick, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Richard  Wickes  and  Betsy  Wells 
(Anthony)  Greene.  Mrs.  Gardiner  died  Jan.  4, 
18(39.  Seven  children  were  the  issue  of  this  union, 
(i)  Walter  Scott  was  born  June  10,  1846,  and  died 
Sept.  29,  1852.  (2)  Richard  Wickes,  born  Aug. 

10,  1848,  died  June  22,  1859.  (3)  Miss  Harriet 

Rhodes,  born  June  24,  1854,  is  a resident  of  West- 
boro,  Mass.  (4)  Elizabeth  Wickes,  born  Jan.  23, 
1857,  attended  Wellesley  College  and  completed 
her  education  at  Brown  University,  from  which  she 
was  graduated  in  1899.  She  is  now  a teacher  of 
languages  in  the  Warren,  R.  I.,  high  school.  (5) 
Caroline,  born  Feb.  26,  i860,  died  March  24,  1861. 
(6)  Charles  Carroll  was  born  Jan.  23,  1863.  (7) 

Albert  Greene,  born  April  ii,  1865,  is  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Providence  Engineering 
Works.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Marion  Dow,  of 
Arlington,  Mass.,  and  they  have  tw'O  children : 
Elizabeth  Trott,  born  April  23,  1901 ; and  Caroline 
Greene,  Sept.  21,  1904. 

Charles  Carroll  Gardiner  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city.  Shortly  after  leaving  school,  he 
entered  the  lumber  business  in  the  employ  of  Henry 
M.  Angell  & Co.  and  was  there  for  three  years.  He 
then  w'as  employed  by  Edward  E.  Slocum  in  the 
same  line  for  five  years,  or  until  Eebruary,  1886, 
w'hen  he  took  a position  as  a salesman  with  the  lum- 
ber firm  of  Potter  & Gardiner,  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  being  the  late  James  S.  Gardiner,  a 
cousin  of  Charles  C.  Gardiner.  After  the  death  of 
James  S.  Gardiner  in  1887  Mr.  Charles  C.  Gardiner 
became  a partner,  the  firm  name  remaining  un- 
changed. Mr.  Gardiner  also  has  other  business  in- 
terests, being  the  treasurer  of  the  L.  H.  Gage  Lum- 
ber Company  of  Providence,  wholesale  dealers  in 
southern  and  western  hardwoods,  with  a branch 
office  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  married  first,  Oct.  17,  1889, 
to  IMiss  Annie  Louise  Cooke,  of  Smithfield,  R.  L, 
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daughter  of  Edwin  S.  and  Louisa  F.  (\Miipple) 
Cooke.  Mrs.  Gardiner  died  May  21,  189s,  ae-ed 
twenty-seven  years.  ^Ir.  Gardiner  was  married 
(second)  ^ov.  8,  1900,  to  *AIiss  Ethelind  Richards, 
daughter  ot  Rev.  C.  A.  L.  Richards,  D.  D.,  and 
Map  \\  hite  (\\  iltbank)  Richards.  Rev  Dr 
Richards  IS  rector  emeritus  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
Church,  I rovidence.  Air.  and  Airs.  Gardiner  have 
one  son,  (Tharles  Carroll,  Jr.,  born  June  28,  190s. 

In  politics  Air.  Gardiner  is  an  “Independent 
Repub  bean.  He  is  a member  of  the  Providence 
Art  Club,  and  of  the  Churchmen’s  Club  (an  or- 
ganization auxiliary  to  the  Episcopal  Church)  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  a communicant  in  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church,  and  for  a number  of  years  past 
has  been  a member  of  the  vestry.  Air.  Gardiner 
takes  a deep  interest  in  church  work,  and  is  alwavs 
ready  to  aspst  m any  movement  pertaining  to  h 
Entirely  p f-made.  Air.  Gardiner  ranks  among  the 
successful  business  men  of  his  age  in  Providence. 
P}  his  honorable  methods  and  estimable  character 
he  has  made  an  assured  place  for  himself  in  the  re- 
spect of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  as  well  as  a 
iiigh  position  in  business  affairs. 

if  PAILEY.  It  is  doubtful 

It  there  can  be  tound  anywhere  in  the  State  a better 
example  ot  a self-made  man,  or  one  who  has  to  any 
greater  expnt  practically  grown  up  in  his  line  of 
business  than  the  life  history  of  Air.  Bailey  will 
Id  evidence  of  his  competenev  and 

I S taithfulness  could  be  asked  for  than  the  fact 
hat  tor  more  than  thirty  years  he  has  been  superin- 

Rhode  Carolina, 

-1°^  successful  men  in  his  line  of 
^ England,  born  at 

Hop  budge  Dec.  12,  1847.  His  father,  Henry 
Bailey,  was  one  of  the  old-time  spinners,  and  fol- 

a^vounr  a/”  He  married  when 

childrp'’  9 Cooper,  who  bore  him  three 

children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  father’s 
death,  when  Henry  C.  Bailey  Aas  ln,t  I cS  of 

otheV“''TI  “Pon  the 

mother.  The  fatiter  ita.l  been  frugal,  and  from 

e^en  his  scant  wages  had  been  able  to  lay  by  some 
mone\,  whidi  had  been  invested  in  propL'tv  But 
imfortunately,  at  his  untimely  death  from  lung 
te\(.r  It  was  lett  incumbered,  so  that  the  return^ 
B e efrom  were  not  at  that  time  accessible.  The 
grmuifather,  whose  name  was  also  Henry  Bailey 
had  previously  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled 
pi  a farm  m Dudley,  Alass.  The  widowed  mother 
upon  whom  the  supjiort  of  the  children  rested’ 
thinking  that  a new  country  afforded  better  ad- 
vantages for  the  rearing  of  the  family,  concluded 
o go  to  America.  This  was  in  the  spring  of 

aC  on  the  vessel  “CRean 

Monarch,  they  landed  at  New  York  after  a vova-e 

Hass.,  where  the  grandfather,  Henrv  Bailev,  thjn 


resided.  There  Henry  C.  Bailey  spent  the  first 
years  of  his  life  in  this  country.  He  W'orked  as  a 
farm  boy  did  in  those  days,  when  work  was  plenty 
and  hours  long.  His  opportunities  for  an  education 
were  very  limited,  w'ork  then  being  deemed  more 
important  than  schooling,  his  labor  going  toward 
his  support.  His  lot  was  not  one  to  be  envied, 
neither  was  it  indicative  of  his  subsequent  pros- 
perity. 

Of  the  three  children  in  the  family,  the  eldest, 
Emily,  married  a Air.  Cooper,  and  now  resides  in 
Philadelphia,  w'hile  the  youngest,  James,  is  now 
a retired  manufacturer,  living  in  Utica,  N.  Y. 
He  w'as  for  a number  of  years  superintendent  of  the 
Empire  Woolen  Alill  at  Clayville,  N.  Y.  The  mother 
was  married  a second  time  to  Henry  Cattrell, 
and  w'ent  to  live  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  where  Henry 
C.  Bailey  went  wdien  about  nine  years  old,  and 
where  he  first  began  to  learn  the  manufacturing 
business.  His  first  work  of  this  kind  was  in  a 
cotton  yarn  mill,  at  Harrisville,  R.  I.,  which  was 
then  conducted  by  a Air.  Babbitt.  After  a short 
time  there  Air.  Bailey  went  to  Graniteville.  and 
was  there  employed  in  a woolen-mill  conducted 
by  a Air.  Seagrave,  \vith  James  Pierce  as  superin- 
tendent. . His  work  was  at  spooling,  carrying  yarn, 
and  tending  gig.  He  was  ambitious,  and  wanted 
to  learn  and  observed  closely  the  details  of  the 
work  that  would  fit  him  for  more  important  duties. 
It  was  here  that  he  began  weaving,  when  about 
seventeen  years  old.  He  left  this  mill  to  accept 
a position  as  dresser  tender  at  Alechanicsville, 
Conn.,  in  a mill  then  conducted  by  S.  L.  and 
Thomas  Sayles,  where  he  was  employed  until  he 
was  offered  the  position  of  boss  dresser  in  a mill 
at  what  was  then  Eagleville,  now  Versailles,  Con- 
necticut. 

Desirous  of  taking  up  another  branch  of  the 
business  which  would  better  equip  him  for  the 
duties  of  superintendent,  he  later  went  to  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Rowse  Babcock, 
in  what  was  called  the  steam  mill,  to  learn  design- 
ing. With  his  previous  general  knowledge  of  the 
work  he  was  able  to  'make  rapid  progress  in  this 
branch,  so  that  before  long  he  was  tendered  and 
accepted  the  position  of  designer  and  assistant 
superintendent  of  another  mill  at  Westerly,  owned 
by  the  same  Air.  Bibcock.  Air.  Babcock's  death 
resulted  in  numerous  changes  in  his  properties,  so 
that  Air.  Bailey  accepted  a jiosition  as  boss  weaver 
and  designer  in  a mill  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  I.,  then 
conducted  by  Rowse  Babcock  (2)  and  Albert  Bab- 
cock. The  product  there  was  fancy  cassimeres. 
After  a short  time  Air.  Bailey  succeeded  Air.  Hol- 
gate  as  superintendent,  and  it  was  from  this  po- 
sition that  Air.  Bailey  went  to  Carolina,  R.  I., 
in  December,  1876,  to  become  superintendent  of 
the  Carolina  Woolen  Alill,  a position  that  he  still 
occupies.  The  prosperity  of  this  concern,  together 
with  jiumerous  uniiiue  Ratures  it  has,  have  been 
for  thirty  years  a jirominent  part  of  Air.  Bailey’s 
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life  history.  Probably  in  no  other  mill  in  the 
State  where  150  operatives  are  employed  will  the 
average  length  of  service  among  the  employees 
be  found  as  great  as  in  this  establishment,  where 
many  of  them  have  never  worked  in  any  other  mill, 
where  heads  of  departments  have  come  up  from 
the  most  obscure  positions,  and  where  several 
generations  of  the  same  family  have  been  employed. 
Such  a long  and  close  identification  with  one  con- 
cern as  Mr.  Bailey’s  service  bespeaks  unmistakable 
faithfulness,  ability  and  true  worth  on  the  part 
of  employee  and  appreciation  on  the  part  of  em- 
ployer. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married  Oct.  18,  1871,  at 
Carolina,  R.  f.,  to  Miss  Ellen  W.  Alclnnis,  whose 
parents,  Duncan  and  Agnes  (Black)  IMcInnis, 
came  from  Scotland.  Airs.  Bailey  was  born  Dec. 
26,  1849,  at  Carolina,  R.  I.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Bailey 
have  three  children,  namely:  (i)  Nellie,  born 
Sept.  19,  1874,  was  educated  at  the  Friends’  School 
in  Providence  and  at  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
Poughkeepsie.  She  was  married  Oct.  27,  1897,  to 
Charles  E.  Alartin,  treasurer  of  the  Rochester 
Optical  Company,  and  resides  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
They  have  two  children,  Charles  and  Henry.  (2) 
Viola  J.,  born  July  15,  1876,  was  educated  at  the 
Friends’  School  in  Providence,  later  entering 
Cornell  University,  from  which  she  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Al.  D.  She  located  in  Hope 
Valley,  R.  I.,  where  for  two  years  she  successfully 
practiced  her  profession,  before  becoming,  on  Oct. 
O.  1903^  wife  of  Clair  S.  Taylor,  a prominent 
young  manufacturer  of  that  place.  (3)  Henry 
Duncan,  born  March  18,  1879,  prepared  for  college 
at  the  Friends’  School  in  Providence,  and  then 
entered  Brown  University,  being  a member  of 
the  class  of  ’99 ; he  belonged  to  the  Delta  Kappa 
Epsilon  Society.  He  was  married,  Nov.  4,  1905,  to 
Julia  Brown,  of  Rochester,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Hart- 
ford P.  Brown,  a retired  contractor  of  that  city. 
Air.  Bailey  is  superintendent  of  the  Stanley  Aldl 
at  Uxbridge,  Alassachusetts. 

Henry  C.  Bailey  is  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  Carolina,  and 
one  of  the  trustees  of  same.  He  has  long  taken 
an  active  interest  in  Sabbath-school  work,  being 
a teacher,  and  Mrs.  Bailey  also  takes  a prominent 
part  in  church  work,  and  is  active  in  the  church  so- 
cieties. In  public  affairs  Mr.  Bailey  has  held  aloof 
from  official  positions,  though  he  never  shirks  his 
duty  as  a citizen.  In  sentiment  he  is  a stanch  mem- 
ber of  the  Prohibition  party,  though  at  times  he 
has  acted  with  the  Republican  party.  In  local 
affairs  he  selects  the  candidate  best  fitted  for  the 
position,  regardless  of  political  party,  and  he  has 
given  his  time  and  attention  to  his  business  rather 
than  to  politics.  He  is  a member  of  Pawcatuck 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  and  Narragansett  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  W'esterly,  and  has 
reached  the  thirty-second  degree. 

In  whatever  capacity  Air.  Bailey  has  been  called 


upon  to  serve,  whether  in  his  personal  affairs  or 
as  an  employee,  he  has  been  conscientious,  pains- 
taking and  straightforward.  A man  of  retiring 
disposition,  regular  habits,  exerting  an  influence 
for  the  spiritual  and  moral  advancement  of  his 
fellow  man,  he  represents  a high  type  of  citizen. 
Estimating  highly  the  value  of  an  education,  he  has 
extended  to  his  children  exceptional  advantages  in 
this  line,  with  the  result  that,  individually  or  col- 
lectively, they  are  a credit  to  their  parents,  and 
comprise  one  of  the  excellent  families  in  this  section 
of  the  State. 

C.  B.  BLIVEN,  a prominent  citizen  of  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  and  manager  of  the  Bliven  Opera 
Hduse  Company,  as  well  as  its  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, was  born  Alarch  16,  1851,  son  of  Bradford 
and  Anna  J.  (Barber)  Bliven,  all  born  in  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island. 

Bradford  Bliven,  father  of  C.  B.  Bliven,  and 
son  of  William  Burton  and  Nancy  (Taylor) 
Bliven,  was  born  June  20,  1806,  and 'died  Alay  31, 
1885.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Exeter,  R. 
I.,  but  all  his  married  life  was  passed  on  a farm 
now  occupied  by  John  F.  Crandall,  about  five  miles 
from  Westerly.  Air.  Bliven  was  a man  of  com- 
manding presence,  great  executive  ability,  and  was 
active  in  town  affairs,  holding  various  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  For  a period  of  fifty-six  years  he 
lived  continuously  on  the  farm  above  mentioned. 

Bradford  Bliven  was  married  Feb.  21,  1833,  to 
Anna  J.  (Barber),  widow  of  Benjamin  Kenyon,  and 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Phoebe  (Tillinghast) 
Barber.  She  was  born  Oct.  25,  1809,  in  Hopkin- 
ton,  R.  I.,  and  after  her  husband’s  death  lived  with 
her  son  in  Westerly.  The  four  children  of  the  fam- 
ily were:  Benjamin  Franklin,  born  Aug.  8,  1834; 
Phoebe  Anna,  born  April  15,  1836,  died  June  17, 
1856,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.;  Alary  Alaria,  born  Oct.  20, 
1840;  and  Courtland  Bradford. 

Courtland  Bradford  Bliven  was  married  Nov. 
9,  1879,  to  Eugenia  Lanphere,  born  Nov.  18,  1854, 
in  Groton,  Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Ralph  Garfield,  born  Sept.  16,  1881,  is  of  the  firm 
of  Bliven  & Briggs,  clothiers,  of  AVesterly,  R.  I. ; 
and  Claire  was  born  Oct.  21,  1886. 

Air.  Bliven  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until 
he  became  of  age,  then  taught  school  for  several 
terms  in  South  Kingstown  and  Westerly,  for  four 
years  was  engaged  in  the  fish  business,  and  later  in 
the  sewing  machine  business.  At  present  he  is  en- 
gaged in  an  insurance  business,  and  is  connected 
with  a number  of  other  successful  enterprises.  In 
1884  he  built  the  original  opera  house,  and  in  1904, 
formed  the  Bliven  Opera  House  Company,  which 
rebuilt  and  refurnished  the  opera  house.  This  new 
building  occupies  a space  of  56x140  feet,  and  is 
of  substantial  and  imposing  construction.  Ihe  offi- 
cers of  the  new  company  are : George  N.  Burdick, 
president ; William  Clark,  vice-president ; C.  B. 
Bliven,  secretary-treasurer  and  general  manager. 
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Mr.  Bliveu  has  entire  personal  charge  of  the  thea- 
ter hall  and  offices. 

Nathan  Lamphere,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Bliven,  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  1.,  was  a sea 
captain,  and  was  married  Dec.  23,  1794,  to  Nancy 
Crandall. 

David  Lanphere,  father  of  Mrs.  Bliven,  was 
horn  in  Hopkinton,  R.  1.,  and  at  Old  jMystic  was 
married  to  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Baptiste 
Houche.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Whitman  ceme- 
tery at  Groton. 

REV.  FATHER  CHARLES  DAURAY.  For 
a third  of  a century  and  more  the  name  Dauray 
has  been  one  continuous  here  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  for  all  save  a year  or  two  of  that  period  it 
has  been  a Woonsocket  name.  At  the  latter  point 
has  lived  and  labored  in  the  vineyard  for  the  Master 
the  Rev.  Father  Charles  Dauray ; and  so  great  has 
been  his  usefulness  and  his  achievements  in  both 
spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  pertaining  to  his  field 
of  labor,  and  so  beloved  has  he  become  to  his  parish- 
ioners, that  in  recent  years  on  several  occasions 
the  French-Canadian  Catholics  of  his  charge  at 
Woonsocket  have  publicly  met  to  do  him  honor  and 
evidence  the  great  esteem  and  respect  in  which  he 
is  held  among  them. 

The  Church  of  the  Precious  Blood  at  Woon- 
socket, this  State,  is  an  offshoot  of  St.  Charles 
Catholic  Church,  of  that  city,  which  had  its  in- 
ception in  the  coming  thither  of  Rev.  Father  Rob- 
ert D.  Woody,  who  said  mass  in  a private  house  in 
I’nion  X’illage  in  1828.  From  1866  on  until  the 
separation  from  the  mother  church  of  the  Precious 
Blood  assistant  priests  for  the  French  i)eople  were 
a part  of  the  charge,  there  being  often  separate 
worship  held  for  them.  Under  Rev.  Father  Austin 
D.  Bernard,  in  1872,  the  separate  organization 
was  effected  and  the  parish  of  Du  Precieux  Sang 
formed.  In  August,  1873,  an  eligible  lot  was  pur- 
chased for  a building  site,  in  Bernon,  where  the 
corner  stone  for  a large  edifice  was  laid,  in  Oc- 
tol)er,  1874.  Father  Bernard  was  succeeded  by 
I'ather  Berkins,  who  built  the  church,  hut  in  1875 
he  was  removed,  and  Father  Dauray  was  ap- 
pointed. The  edifice  thus  begun  was  to  be  of  brick 
and  stone,  69x168  feet,  70  feet  high,  and  to  be 
set  off  with  a corner  tower  172  feet  high.  Later 
this  plan  was  slightly  modified  as  to  the  height 
of  tlie  tower.  The  e.xterior  of  the  building  was 
finished  except  the  south  tower,  which  was  but 
72  feet  high  and  was  to  be  carried  uj)  fifteen  feet 
more,  and  the  basement  was  already  occu])ied  for 
public  worshi])  when  the  church  was  destroyed  by 
a gale.  Feb.  2,  1876,  entailing  a loss  of  about 
$25,000.  In  a short  time  the  work  of  restoration 
was  begun  and  the  basement  was  again  speedily 
fitted  u|)  for  worship.  The  com])leted  edifice  was 
ready  for  dedication  Jidy  29,  1888.  As  consecrated 
its  |)rincii)al  features  are  tlie  same  as  those  of  the 
original  church,  being  plain  but  impressive  in  its 


appearance.  The  interior  is  beautifully  decorated, 
and  there  are  three  altars,  the  main  one  being  33 
feet  high.  There  is  an  organ  31  feet  high,  and  in 
the  tower  are  five  finely  toned  bells.  The  church 
accommodates  nearly  2,000  people,  and  the  parish 
has  upwards  of  7,000  members.  The  total  cost  of 
the  church  was  $80,000. 

It  was  to  this  charge  and  work  there  came  in 
1875  a young  priest  from  Central  Falls  nearby, 
in  Rhode  Island,  of  but  a few  years’  ordination, 
in  the  person  of  Rev.  Father  Charles  Dauray, 
wdiose  labors  have  been  so  closely,  successfully  and 
belovedly  connected  with  the  work  of  the  parish 
just  alluded  to  as  to  call  together  his  parishioners 
for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  foregoing. 

There  w'as  celebrated  in  great  splendor  at 
Woonsocket  on  Nov.  28,  1895,  the  silver  jubilee 
of  the  ordination  of  Father  Dauray.  He  w'as  born 
at  Marieville,  Quebec,  March  15,  1838,  and  he 
pursued  a college  course  in  his  native  village  and 
studied  theology  at  the  Grand  Seminary  in  Mont- 
real, being  ordained  as  priest  by  Right  Rev. 
Charles  Laroeque,  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  Dec. 
17,  1870.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872 
and  W'as  appointed  by  Bishop  Hendricken  to  form 
the  first  French  congregation  at  Central  Falls, 
and  where  he  built  a church,  and  from  which  place 
he  was  assigned  to  Woonsocket  as  stated.  After 
completing  the  extensive  work  as  outlined  above 
and  a commodious  priests’  house,  he  entered  upon 
the  erection  of  the  convent  and  academy  of  the 
Fes  Dames  de  Jesus  Alarie,  a substantial  brick 
building,  in  which  a largely  patronized  school  is 
maintained.  To  provide  more  spacious  accommo- 
dations another  convent  has  since  been  erected. 
Father  Dauray’s  most  ardent  desire  was  to  see 
a Catholic  College  established  in  the  city  of  Woon- 
socket, and  this  ambition  w'as  fulfilled  with  the 
completion  of  the  Sacred  Heart  College,  now  con- 
ducted in  a temporary  building.  There  is  in  con- 
templation a large  building,  to  be  erected  on  the 
Hills  in  the  Bernon  District,  a most  beautiful  site. 
Father  Dauray  has  since  founded  a new  house 
of  w'orship  for  his  parishioners  in  the  Globe  Dis- 
trict. 

During  the  long  pastorate  of  Father  Daura;) 
over  the  Precious  Blood  parish  himself  and  the 
people  have  so  worked  together  as  to  attain  for  the 
pastorate  one  irremovable,  by  order  of  Rt.  Rev. 
Matthew  J.  Harkins,  bishop  of  Providence  dio- 
cese. This  means  that  Rev.  Charles  C.  Dauray, 
the  present  pastor,  will  officiate  in  that  position 
until  removed  by  death,  or  else  by  his  own  resigna- 
tion. This  is  an  honor  given,  we  believe,  to  but 
six  parishes  in  the  diocese,  of  which  the  Precious 
Blood  is  the  only  parish  of  French-speaking  people 
so  honored.  In  order  that  a pastorate  may  be 
irremovable  the  ])arlsh  must  be  well  established 
with  church,  schools,  etc.,  and  the  debt  must  not 
be  one-fourth  of  the  total  valuation  of  the  parish 
property.  At  the  time  of  the  effecting  of  this  the 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1629 


property  of  the  Precious  Blood  parish  exceeded 
$200,000  in  value,  while  the  debt  was  but  $47,000. 
The  parish  and  Rev.  Father  Dauray  well  deserve 
the  congratulations  for  the  work  which'  merited 
the  honor  conferred  upon  him.  Les  Dames  de 
Jesus  Convent  and  Academy  cost  $75,000,  and 
there  are  thirty-three  sisters  of  that  order,  thirty  of 
whom  are  teachers  with  an  attendance  of  over 
1,000  pupils.  The  Sacred  Heart  Academy  has 
nine  male  teachers  of  that  order,  and  300  pupils. 
The  Franciscan  Sisters,  missionaries  of  Mary,  who 
are  engaged  in  charitable  work  and  caring  for  the 
orphans  and  aged,  are  represented  by  twenty  mem- 
bers of  that  order,  and  150  children  have  been 
cared  for.  This  is  a separate  corporation,  having 
a property  valued  at  $50,000.  In  his  great  work 
Father  Dauray  is  assisted  by  several  priests  who 
have  devoted  themselves  to  their  special  calling. 

On  Sunday,  Nov.  4,  1900,  was  celebrated  co- 
jointly  the  feast  of  S'.  Charles  Borromeo,  the 
patron  saint  of  Father  Dauray,  and  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  his  connection  with  Precious 
Blood  parish,  and  on  Thursday  of  the  same  week 
a banquet  followed  in  honor  of  the  beloved  pastor. 
On  the  former  occasion  Rt.  Rev.  Elphege  Gravel, 
Bishop  of  Nicolet,  Quebec,  preached  an  eloquent 
sermon,  in  which  he  congratulated  Father  Dauray 
on  his  long  life  and  successful  work.  He,  too, 
congratulated  the  people  of  the  parish  on  their 
good  fortune  in  having  so  faithful,  able  and  de- 
voted a pastor.  He  eulogized  the  priest’s  vocation 
and  referred  to  Father  Dauray  as  an  ideal  priest, 
also  referring  to  the  good  work  he  had  done,  etc. 
The  bishop  and  Father  Dauray  were  friends  in 
boyhood,  to  which  the  bishop  referred  touchingly, 
stating  that  it  was  a source  of  pride  which  made 
his  bosom  swell  when  he  saw  the  success  achieved 
by  him.  To  these  remarks  Father  Dauray  replied 
with  feeling  and  in  the  modest  manner  character- 
istic of  the  man.  In  his  great  and  successful  work, 
it  must  be  recorded  that  Father  Dauray’s  parish- 
ioners have  cheerfully  and  heartily  co-operated  in 
all  his  works  and  aims. 

I WIGHTMAN.  In  the  early  settlement  of 
Rhode  Island  there  appeared  at  two  different  points 
a George  Wightman  and  a Valentine  Whitman, 
whom  authorities  on  early  Rhode  Island  history 
make  kinsmen,  “perhaps  brothers.”  From  this 
source  spring  those  of  either  name  whose  family 
history  extends  back  to  early  Rhode  Island.  The 
descendants  of  George  have  more  generally  pre- 
served the  spelling  of  the  name  as  Wightman, 
though  occasionally  using  the  other  form — Whit- 
man. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Edward  Wightman,  of 
Burton-upon-Trent,  England,  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  last  martyr  condemned  for  heresy  on 
English  soil.  He  was  convicted  Dec.  14,  1611, 
and  was  burned  at  Litchfield  April  ii,  1612.  Tra- 


dition makes  George  Wightman  (above)  a descend-^ 
ant  of  the  martyr  Edward  Wightman,  who  suffered 
death  for  religious  liberty.  George  Wightman  was 
in  Kingstown,  R.  L,  as  early  as  1669.  He  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  in  1671,  and  became  a freeman 
in  1673.  He  was  constable  in  1686.  He  was  born 
in  1632  and  died  in  1722.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Updike,  born  in  1644,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and 
Katherine  (Smith)  Updike,  of  South  Kingstown. 
Their  children  were : Elizabeth,  Alice,  Daniel,  .Sa- 
rah, George,  John,  Samuel  and  Valentine.  Of 
these  Daniel  was  ordained  as  a minister  and  made 
assistant  to  Rev.  James  Clarke,  pastor  of  the  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church  at  Newport.  Fie  succeeded' 
Mr.  Clarke  in  the  pastorate  of  that  church  in  1736, 
and  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  identified  with  it. 

To  one  of  his  sons,  George,  who  settled  in  War- 
wick, he  deeded  in  1743,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  Exeter,  R.  I.  Another  son,  John, 
lived  in  South  Kingstown  and  in  Exeter,  while  an- 
other son,  Samuel,  located  in  Groton,  Connecticut. 

Valentine  Whitman,  the  other  of  the  two  orig- 
inal settlers  referred  to,  was  early  at  Providence, 
where  in  1656  he  was  surveyor  of  highways,  was 
later  for  several  years  juryman,  and  in  1658  com- 
missioner. He  died  in  1701,  and  his  widow  Mary 
passed  away  in  1718.  Of  their  nine  children  there 
was  but  one  son,  Valentine,  who  married  in  1694 
Sarah  Bartlett.  He  became  a citizen  of  Smith- 
field,  R.  L,  and  at  his  home  March  17,  1731,  was 
held  the  first  meeting  of  the  town  council.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1719. 

This  paper  is  devoted  to  one  branch  of  the 
Kingstown  Wightmans — to  what  for  convenience 
is  here  styled  the  Pawtucket  family,  w'here  have 
resided  in  turn  and  are  still  represented  in  that 
city’s  business  activities  and  in  its  social  life  some 
of  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  the  late  Henry 
Holmes  Wightman,  the  latter  long  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  town  of  North  Kingstown, 
among  whom  were  George  Chadsey  Wightman  of 
the  town  of  North  Kingstown,  two  of  whose  sons, 
Jerry  L.  and  Arthur  G.,  constitute  the  business 
firm  of  Wightman  Brothers,  Pawtucket. 

Here  follows  the  family  history  and  genealogy 
of  this  Pawtucket  branch  of  the  Wightman  family, 
the  arrangement  being  in  chronological  order,  be- 
ginning with  the  emigrant  settler. 

(H)  Rev.  Daniel  Wightman,  son  of  George, 
the  Kingstown  settler,  and  alluded  to  in  the  fore- 
going, was  born  Jan.  2,  1668.  He  married  (first) 
Catherine  Holmes,  horn  in  1671,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Sarah  (Borden)  Holmes.  She  died  Sept. 

8,  1699.  His  second  wife,  whose  Christian  name 
was  Mary,  was  born  in  1669,  and  she  died  Nov. 

4.  1732.  His  third  wife,  Catherine,  born  in  1673, 
who  died  Oct.  28,  1758,  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Frances  (Holden)  Holmes.  Mr.  Wightman 
died  Aug.  31.  1750,  and  was  buried  in  the  Newport 
cemetery,  "as  were  all  three  of  his  wives.  Mr. 
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\\'ightnian  had  two  daughters  born  to  the  first  wife, 
town,  R.  I.  According  to  the  inscription  on  the 
whose  Christian  names  are  unknown,  and  to  the 
second  children  as  follows : Ceorge,  Elizabeth  and 
. Daniel,  the  latter  born  in  1707. 

‘ (IH)  Ceorge  Wigbtman  (2),  son  of  Rev.  Dan- 
iel, born  about  1703,  married,  and  among  his  chil- 
dren was  George,  born  Nov.  4,  1726. 

(U  ) George  Wigbtman  (3),  son  of  George 
(2),  and  referred  to  ks  Col.  George,  born  Nov.  4, 
1726,  married  Dec.  21,  1746,  Elizabeth  Wait,  of 
E.xeter,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were;  Holmes, 
born  Jan.  6,  1748;  John,  March  4,  1749;  Elizabeth, 
Oct.  23,  1750;  Erederick,  Sept.  13,  1752;  George, 
Ian.  19,  1756;  :\Iary;  Asa;  Valentine;  and  Daniel. 
Several  members  of  tbe  family  are  buried  in  the 
old  Wightman  burying-ground,  in  North  Kings- 
tombstone  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wightman  died  in  Eeb- 
/ruary,  1796,  aged  about  seventy  years. 

(\’)  Holmes  Wdghtman,  son  of  Col.  George, 
born  Jan.  6,  1748,  married  April  12,  1768,  Comfort 
Bullock,  of  Reboboth,  Mass.,  and  among  their  chil- 
dren was  John,  known  as  Capt.  John  Wightman. 
The  parents  died,  Mr.  Wightman,  Jan.  18,  1817, 
in  his  seventieth  year,  and  IMrs.  \\  ightman  heb.  19, 
1818,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Tbeir  remains  rest 
in  the  Wightman  burying-ground  in  North  Kings- 
town alluded  to  above. 

(\T)  Capt.  John  Wightman,  son  of  Holmes, 
born  about  1789,  married  Mary  Wightman,  daugh- 
ter of  George,  and  among  their  children  was  Henry 
Holmes  Wightman,  their  eldest  son,  born  Dec.  14, 
1805.  They  died,  Capt.  Wightman  on  July  21, 
1836,  aged  forty-seven,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Wightman, 
I Oct.  27,  i860,  aged  seventy-seven. 

1 (\TI)  Henry  Holmes  Wightman,  son  of  Capt. 

John,  born  Dec.  14,  1805,.  in  North  Kingstown, 
was  married  to  Emily  Greene  Chadsey,  of  Wick- 
ford.  R.  I.,  Dec.  14,  1829,  by  Rev.  Wdlliam  North- 
rup.  She ’was  born  April  2,  1809,  in  tbe  town  of 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  one  of  the  nine  children  of  Hon. 
Jeremiah  Greene  and  Avis  (Wightman)  Chadsey, 
he  born  Dec.  2,  1780,  and  she  Oct.  7,  1780;  their 
marriage  occurred  Aug.  6,  1804,  and  his  death  May 
26,  1872.  Mr.  Chadsey  was  the  son  of  Jabez  Chad- 
sey (2),  grandson  of  Jabez  and  Honour  (Hiding) 
Chadsey,  and  great-great-grandson  of  Capt.  Alex- 
ander lluling,  of  North  Kingstown.  Jabez  Chad- 
sey (2)  was  born  Jan.  31,  1754,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1820.  He  married  Sept.  30,  1779,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  Greene,  a direct  descendant 
of  John  Greene,  surgeon,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Providence  plantations,  who  came  from  Salis- 
burv.  County  of  Wilts,  England,  in  the  ship 
“James,”  in  1635,  and  was  first  of  Boston  and  then 
of  Salem,  his  lineage  being  througb  James  and  Ja- 
bez Greene.  Jabez'Chadsey  (2)  took  an  active  part 
in  tbe  Revolution,  serving  in  Sullivan’s  expedition 
at  Newport,  for  which  services  his  widow  received 
a pension  of  $50. 


^ Henry  Holmes  Wightman  died  Nov.  27,  1866, 
in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  being  instantly  killed 
by  the  cars,  as  he  was  deaf  and  did  not  hear  them 
or  did  not  turn  his  head  to  see  them.  He  always 
lived  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born.  He  learned 
tbe  carpenter's  trade  but  was  always  a farmer, 
keeping  his  various  buildings  in  good  repair.  He 
owned  a sawmill  to  which  the  logs  were  drawn 
and  shingles  and  lumber  were  manufactured  from 
his  own  wood  lot.  A very  industrious  and  kind 
father,  and  much  respected  townsman,  he  never 
used  tobacco  or  liquor  in  any  form,  and  would  not 
hire  help  who  did,  and  he  raised  six  sons  and  none 
ever  used  either.  His  wife  he  took  to  the  home- 
stead on  his  wedding  day,  and  there  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  She  was  a lady  of  refine- 
ment and  education,  and  was  a true  Christian. 
Their  children  were  as  follows ; 

^ (VHI)  William  Henry  Wightman,  born  Dec. 
25,  1830,  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  married  May 
17,  1858,  to  Melissa  Reynolds,  in  Wickford,  R.  1., 
by  Rev.  J.  W.  Allen,  had  four  children,  .Emma 
Jones  (deceased),  Stephen  Reynolds,  Victoria  and 
Abby  May.  He  was  a merchant  for  some  years, 
then  bought  a farm,  where  he  lived  until  his  health 
failed  him,  and  is  now  retired  and  lives  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  He  went  to  California  in  1852,  mak- 
ing the  trip  in  thirty  days ; he  crossed  the  Isthmus. 
He  was  very  sick  with  the  measles.  His  luxuries 
were  a plank  for  his  bed,  and  boots  for  his  pillow. 
While  there  he  bought  a gold  watch,  which  cost 
him  two  hundred  dollars,  which,  constantly  wound 
fom  forty-eight  years,  still  keeps  true  time. 

/V  (VTII)  George  Chadsey  Wightman,  second  son 
of  Henry  H.  Wightman,  born  Jan.  4,  1833,  in 
North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  was  married  Jan.  i,  1858, 
in  Somers,  Conn.,  by  Rev.  George  A.  Oviatt,  to 
Harriet  Ann  Brace,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sybil 
(Simons)  Brace.  Early  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  worked  for  the  firm  of  Holmes  & Rey- 
nolds, of  Somers,  for  fifteen  years.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  Woonsocket,  in 
1869,  and  was  successful.  In  1870  he  sold  out  his 
business  in  Woonsocket  and  came  to  Pawtucket, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  which 
he  met  with  marked  success  and  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  oldest  son,  Jerry  L.,  became  of  age ; 
be  then  took  him  into  the  business  until  the  second 
son,  Arthur,  became  of  age,  when  (in  1889)  he 
retired  and  gave  the  business  to  his  sons,  who  have 
since  been  known  as  Wightman  Brothers.  Later 
the  third  son  entered  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of 
the  brothers,  and  they  are  a very  united  and  har- 
monious family. 

(IX)  Jerry  Lincoln  Wightman,  eldest  son  of 
George  C.  Wightman,  born  in  Somersville,  Conn., 
Nov.  27,  i860,  is  one  of  the  best  financiers  of  Paw- 
tucket (his  name  being  considered  as  good  as  a 
bank)  and  is  earnestly  engaged  in  all  church  work. 
He  is  superintendent  of  Sunday-school  at  Adams- 
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dale,  Mass.,  belongs  to  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection,  No.  130,  and  is  a very  generous  and 
kind-hearted  man.  He  married  Libia  Clark,  of 
Adamsdale,  Mass.,  and  has  one  son,  Elmer  Clark, 
l^rn  March  2,  1887. 

^ (IX)  Arthur  George  Wightmax,  second  son 
of  George  C.  Wightman,  was  born  Jan.  12,  1865, 
at  Somersville,  Conn.,  and  is  a highly  respected 
young  man,  much  interested  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  the  Odd  Fellows  of  Good  Samaritan  Lodge. 
He  married  Jennie  Crawford,  of  Pawtucket, 
and  |iis  children  are:  'Harriet  May,  born  May  9, 
1895;  Lester  Crawford,  Feb.  13,  i897;'^uth  Alad-i 

\ eline.  Sept.  30,  1900;  and  Helen  Freeman,  Juna 

' 26^903. 

X (IX)  Lewis  Grant  Wightman,  third  son  of 
George  C.  Wightman,  was  born  July  28,  1872,  at 
Pawtucket.  He  married  xNlice  Gatchell,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  has  one  son,  Everett  Gatchell,  born  Feb. 
25,  1901,  also  a daughter,  Florence  Elizabeth,  born 
July  II,  1905,  died  i\Iay  6,  1907. 

^ (VIII)  Avis  Maria  Wightman,  third  child  of 
Henry  H.  Wightman,  was  born  Aug.  9,  1834,  in 
North  Kingstown,  and  was  married  May  17,  1858, 
in  Wickford,  R.  I.,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  xNllen,  to  George 
L.  Dix,  having  a double  wedding,  with  his  brother, 
William  Dix.  A most  remarkable  and  lovely  lady, 
none  knew  her  but  to  love  her.  He  died  Feb.  10, 
1867,  at  Chelsea,  i\lass.  He  had  one  daughter, 
Nettie  Elizabeth. 

yfW  (\'ni)  Jeremiah  Chadsey  Wightman,  fourth 
child  of  Henry  H.  Wightman,  was  born  July  27, 
183C,  in  North  Kingstown.  He  was  married  Jan. 
I,  1861,  to  Larona  O.  Reynolds,  at  Somers,  Conn., 
by  Rev.  George  x-\.  Oviatt.  He  died  Sept.  20,  1866, 
in  Enfield,  Conn.  No  children  were  born  to  him. 
He  died  in  the  prime  of  life ; he  had  typhoid  fever, 
and  later  a cold  threw  him  into  consumption.  He 
went  West  and  spent  one  winter  in  hope  of  recov- 
ery, but  lived  only  four  days  after  his  return. 

(VIII)  Joseph  C.  Wightman,  fifth  child  of 
Henry  H.  Wightman,  was  born  July  24,  1839,  and 
died  Aug.  4,  1839. 

^'(\’IH)  Charles  Lippitt  Wightman,  sixth  child 
of  Henry  H.  Wightman,  was  loom  July  20,  1840, 
in  North  Kingstown.  He  married  Feb.  5,  1866, 
Hannah  Spink,  in  Putnam,  Conn.  He  died  xVpril 
12,  1875,  in  Hamilton,  R.  1.  They  had  no  chil- 
dren. It  was  in  his  last  years  that  he  sold  what  was 
his  father’s  right  in  the  farm,  owned  by  the  Wight- 
man family  since  they  first  settled  in  Rhode  Island 
over  two  hundred  years  ago.  John  Wightman, 
father  of  Henry,  left  a share  to  each  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  they  always  kept  it,  it  being  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  farms  in  that  section  and  many 
of  the  ancestors  are  buried  on  the  farm  (the  lot 
was  reserved). 

(VHI)  Hannah  Smith  Wightman,  seventh 
child  of  Henry  Holmes  Wightman,  was  born  May 
I,  1842,  and  married  Nov.  4,  1879,  William  G. 


'^lurber,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  1.  She  had  two  sons, 
Howard  and  Wdhe  Thurber.  Her  eldest  son  lived 
untd  nearly  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Her  youngest 

death  of  Mr.  Thurber  she  married  Reuben  S.  Dame 
and  lives  in  Central  Falls,  R.  1.  She  has  always 
been  a benevolent  woman  and  kind  to  the  poor  and 
peedy. 

/ (VTH)  Alinnie  C.  Wightman,  eighth  child  of 
Henry  H.  Wightman,  born  March  12,  1845  mar- 
ned  Xov  6,  1879,  Henry  B.  Wood,  of  Central 
halls,  R.  L,  who  was  a lumber  dealer  and  real  es- 
tate owner,  a very  prosperous  and  highlv  respected 
citizen.  He  died  Sept.  27,  1886.  On  Sept.  5,  1899, 
she  was  married  to  Capt.  Thomas  Gibson,  Acting 
Master  of  the  steamer  “Marmora,”  of  the  Civil 
war  Mississippi  squadron,  under  Rear  Admiral 
David  D.  Porter,  who  died  Nov.  13,  1903,  in  Cen- 
tral halls,  R.  I.  They  had  no  children. 

(VHI)  John  A.  C.  W’ightman,  ninth  child  of 
Henry  H.  Wightman,  born  March  i,  1847,  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  W’oonsocket,  R.  I., 
a full  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  these 
volumes. 

(VHI)  xVlexander  Wd  Wightman,  tenth  child 
of  Henry  H.  Wdghtman,  was  born  April  22,  1848. 
He  married  Nov.  i,  1871,  Harriet  Tingly,  of  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  who  lived  only  five  months,  dying  of 
pneumonia.  T.  his  was  a severe  blow  to  him  and 
he  was  in  serious  health  for  some  time.  In  1873 
he  married  Ellen  C.  Evans.  One  son,  Edwin  E., 
was  born  to  them,  and  he  lives  in  Pennsylvania, 
employed  as  a bridge  contractor  and  draftsman. 
Alexander  W.  W’ightman  was  also  the  father  of 
one  daughter,  Grace  Tingly.  He  was  a devoted 
father  and  husband,  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but  being 
always  delicate  in  health  spent  much  of  his  time 
about  his  own  home.  He  died  March  27,  1893,  at 
Pawtucket,  R.  L,  of  pneumonia. 

\ (VHI)  W'atie  W’ilson  Wightman,  eleventh 
child  of  Henry  H.  Wightman,  was  born  April  22, 
1848,  twin  sister  of  Alexander  W.  She  married 
Aug.  I,  1869,  Charles  E.  Dean,  and  had  seven  chil- 
dren. She  lost  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  has 
two  sons,  John  and  James  T.,  and  two  daughters, 
Avis  M.  and  Katherine.  She  is  a very  industrious 
. and  cheerful  hearted  woman,  and  a member  of  the 
V Baptist  Church. 

(VHI)  Emily  Francis  Wdghtman,  twelfth  child 
of  Henry  H.  Wightman,  was  born  Jan.  28,  1850. 
She  married  Nov.  30,  1882,  in  Providence,  James 
E.  Tobey,  M.  D.,  who  was  a practicing  physician 
of  Central  Falls,  R.  I.  He  stood  high  in  his  pro- 
fession, having  graduated  in  1872  from  Harvard 
College.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life.  They  had 
no  children.  His  widow,  though  feeble  in  health, 
is  active  in  all  church  work  and  does  much  good 
in  a quiet  way. 

Thus  eleven  children  grew  to  manhood  and  wo- 
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manhood  to  call  forth  praise  and  love  to  their  par- 
ents, who  endeavored  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nur- 
ture and  fear  of  God. 

LUXTOX  FAiMlLY.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  is  no  one  in  New  England  as  thoroughly 
posted  on  the  history  of  the  Buxton  family  as  Dr. 
G.  Edward  Buxton,  of  Providence.  He  is  an  en- 
thusiast on  the  subject,  and  seemingly  follows  out 
the  motto  of  the  family  in  this  as  well  as  in  his 
professional  life.  The  motto  is  a good  one ; "Do 
it  with  thy  might."  His  coat  of  arms  is  a shield, 
supported  by  double  bucks,  lion  rampant,  and  above 
it  thirteen  stars  on  a blue  held,  surmounted  by  the 
crest,  a pelican.  The  line  of  Dr.  Buxton’s  descent 
is  as  follows : 

(I)  Anthony  Buxton,  of  England,  born  in 
1601,  came  to  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1637,  and  took  one 
of  the  original  town  lots  of  live  acres.  He  died 
in  1684,  when  eighty-three  years  of  age,  and  his 
will  is  still  to  be  seen  among  the  old  records  of 
Salem.  He  left  a large  farm  wdhch  joined  that  of 
Governor  Endicott,  and  the  will  mentions  the  hay, 
grain,  cattle,  working  teams,  wagons,  ploughs  and 
farming  tools,  besides  sums  of  money  the  neigh- 
bors owed  him — one  of  pounds,  shillings  and  jjence 
that  Governor  Endicott  was  owing  him  he  gave 
to  his  youngest  child  and  daughter,  Hannah.  ith 
considerable  property  to  dispose  of,  the  first  item 
therein  deserves  attention,  not  that  it  should  have 
been  given  to  the  oldest  son,  but  that  it  should  be 
of  such  apparently  trivial  import : "I  will  and  be- 
queath unto  my  son  John  the  great  Bell-metal 
mortar  I brought  out  of  England  with  me"  ; but 
on  investigation  this,  it  seems,  would  be  in  those 
early  times  the  family  gristmill,  in  which  was 
ground  or  pounded  fine  the  parched  corn  for  their 
bread.  Hns  wife  was  named  Elizabeth,  and  they 
had  the  following  children;  John,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Lydia.  Sarah,  Hannah  and  Joseph. 

(JI)  Joseph  Buxton,  son  of  Anthony,  was 
born  in  Salem  in  1663,  and  died  in  1745.  He  and 
his  wife  Esther  had  children : Elizabeth,  born  in 
1689;  Samuel,  in  1691;  James,  in  1693;  and  John, 
in  1696. 

(HI)  Samuel  Buxton,  son  of  Joseph,  w'as 
born  in  Salem  in  1691,  and  on  Xov.  25,  T74r,  then 
aged  fifty  years,  bought  of  Samuel  \’crry  a tract 
of  land  of  200  acres,  in  Smithfield,  U.  1.,  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  town,  "the  homestead 
where  \T'rry  had  lately  dwelt.”  He  brought  at 
least  two  grown  sons  with  him,  all  being  enumer- 
ated in  the  Road  District  Xo.  1 list  in  1748.  as 
Samuel,  Benjamin  and  .^amuel.  Jr.  .8amuel  died 
in  Smithfield  in  1753.  His  wife  Elizabeth  survived 
him,  and  married  a .\Ir.  Lapham.  Samuel  Bux- 
ton’s children  were;  Benjamin;  Samuel.  Jr.,  who 
married  Martha  Thompson,  and  died  June  15, 
1777;  Caleb;  Ann;  Joseph,  who  married  Sarah 
Guild  in  1752;  and  Lydia,  who  married  a Mr. 
Cullom,  in  1752. 


(I\*)  Benjamin  Buxton,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  Salem  in  1715,  and  came  with  his  father 
to  Smithfield,  being  made  freeman  in  1744.  He 
belonged  to  troops  raised  for  the  Trench  and  In- 
dian wars  in  1746.  When  he  died,  in  1781,  he 
willed  lands  in  Smithfield,  Glocester  and  Uxbridge. 
His  children  were;  James;  John,  born  in  1760; 
Esther,  who  married  a IMr.  Ellet ; and  Betty. 

(V)  James  Buxton,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  1745  in  Smithfield,  where  he  died  in  1817. 
He  married  in  1773  Esther  Southwick,  of  Ux- 
bridge, and  their  children  were;  Jonathan,  Rufus, 
Otis,  Ruth  (Airs.  Mann),  David,  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Albro),  Hannah  (Mrs.  Elliott)  and  Charity  (Airs. 
Goldwaite).  James  Buxton  enlisted  as  ensign  on 
the  A’orcester  Rolls  (VMl.  48,  Eile  349),  was  made 
lieutenant  in  Alarch,  1779,  3d  Company,  Alassachu- 
setts  Regiment,  15th  Regulars,  Capt.  XMah  Little- 
field, Alajor  Andrew^  Peters,  Lieut. -Col.  Benjamin 
Tupper,  Col.  John  Bailey;  served  on  the  Hudson 
under  General  Lee,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1781,  received  a 
captain’s  commission. 

(VI)  David  Buxton,  son  of  James,  born  in 
1777,  married  Philadelphia  Darling,  and  died  in 
1861.  He  W’as  engaged  in  farming  in  North 
Smithfield,  but  later  moved  to  Slatersville,  where 
he  w’orked  in  the  mill.  His  children  w^ere ; Plina, 
Eliza,  Clarissa,  James,  Sally  Ann,  Esther,  William 
(a  resident  of  Worcester),  Emily,  George  (a  resi- 
dent of  Togus,  Alaine — he  served  in  the  7th  R.  I. 
V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  w’ar),  Edward,  Lewfis  and 
Albert. 

(VH)  Edward  Buxton,  son  of  David,  was 
born  in  Slatersville,  R.  I.,  Feb.  19,  1826.  When 
a child  of  six  years  he  was  allow^ed  to  do  some 
work  in  the  mill  where  the  whole  family  were  em- 
ployed. His  father,  David  Buxton,  followdng  the 
example  of  nearly  the  whole  neighborhood,  had 
sold  his  farm  and  taken  his  large  flock  to  the  fac- 
tory village,  wdiere  they  were  led  to  believe  they 
could  soon  accumulate  a competence ; but  this 
change  only  marked  the  decline  of  many  a good 
family,  for  wdiile  their  associates  w'ere  only  of  the 
native  stock,  a foreigner  at  that  time  being  un- 
known in  the  community,  still  influences  w^ere  at 
work  that  soon  brought  deterioration.  Among  its 
causes  might  be  mentioned  child  labor,  close  con- 
finement in  poorly  ventilated  and  lighted  rooms, 
insufficient  or  inappropriate  food,  slavish  depend- 
ence upon  overseers,  little  or  no  schooling  and  easy 
access  to  the  tavern  with  its  allurements  of  drink, 
cards  and  the  dance  hall — all  these  were  potent 
for  evil.  These  causes  combined  with  others  soon 
l)rought  about  a corru])tion  of  the  habits  and  prin- 
ci])les  of  those  sturdv  freemen  and  yeomen,  a 
weakening  of  those  sterling  qualities  which  had 
been  for  generations  their  chief  characteristics. 

When  a young  hoy  Edward  Buxton  came  under 
the  influence  of  a good  man  who  helped  him  and 
encouraged  him  in  many  w^ays.  Mr.  Lockwood 
was  at  that  time  business  manager  for  Mr.  Slater 
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and  lived  in  the  village.  By  his  advice  and  ex- 
ample the  boy  was  led  to  Sunday-school,  kept  out 
of  bad  company,  taught  to  save  money  and  directed 
in  some  schooling,  which  was  followed  later  by  a 
course  in  the  Worcester  Academy.  For  when  he 
had  scraped  together  a little  money  from  his  sav- 
ings with  what  he  could  borrow,  having  the  ap- 
proval of  his  good  friend,  he  left  the  village  for- 
ever. He  remained  at  the  Academy  long  enough 
to  be  qualified  as  a teacher  and  still  has  in  his  pos- 
session the  old  document  then  given  him : “To 
whom  it  may  concern!  This  certifies  that  iMr. 
Edward  Buxton  possesses  suitable  qualifications 
both  moral  and  intellectual  for  an  instructor  in  our 
common  schools.  Eli  Thayer,  Worcester  Academy, 
Aug.  12.  1847.” 

Mr.  Buxton  married  a most  excellent  girl  from 
a good  Vermont  family.  She  had  good  looks, 
good  health  and  a rare  good  sense  that  proved  her 
worth  as  a true  helpmate  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
He  left  his  teaching  to  try  a number  of  business 
ventures,  with  varying  success.  With  a partner 
who  had  a little  money  he  started  a small  cotton 
mill  in  Holden,  Alass.,  which  for  a time  was  quite 
successful.  Then  hard  times  and  limited  capital 
caused  failure.  He  tried  tin  peddling,  a milk  route 
and  a farm.  So  that  now  with  quite  a family  on 
his  hands,  he  had  struggled  along,  reached  forty 
years  of  age,  and  accumulated  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. About  this  time  he  contracted  with  the 
Washburn,  Moen  Company,  or  Charles  W'ashburn 
& Son  Company,  to  supply  them  with  one  particu- 
lar kind  of  scrap  iron  for  their  rolling  mill  at 
Worcester,  Mass.  Acting  as  their  agent  he  traveled 
over  New  England  and  the  Middle  States  and  at 
one  time  went  abroad  to  secure  carloads  and 
cargoes  to  be  converted  by  these  mills  into  mer- 
chantable iron.  For  nearly  forty  years  he  has  been 
a business  man  of  Worcester,  with  interests  in  iron 
mills,  foundries,  machine  shops ; real  estate,  busi- 
ness blocks,  tenements  and  farms ; railroads  and 
stocks;  and  now  that  barefoot  mill  boy  of  Slaters- 
ville  is  estimated  to  have  acquired  a quarter  of  a 
million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Buxton  was  married  May  i,  1848,  to  Julia 
C.  Coburn,  who  died  in  1900.  They  had.  four  chil- 
dren: (i)  G.  Edward.  (2)  Azro  L.  U.  married 
iMiss  Smyth,  and  has  four  children,  Walter,  Philip, 
Edward  and  William.  (3)  Augustine  A.  is  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  (A.  B.)  and  Columbia 
(LL.  B.)  Universities,  is  an  attorney  of  Kansas 
City,  where  he  married  Nora  Lewis,  and  has  one 
son,  Lewis.  (4)  Clara  J.  married  Prof.  Eulton, 
of  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Delaware.  Ohio. 

(VIII)  G.  Edward  Buxton,  M.  D.,  son  of 
Edward,  was  born  Feb.  18,  1849,  Worcester, 
^lass.  He  received  his  preparatory  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Worcester,  and  at  the  Ken- 
tucky University  took  a special  course.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  January,  1872, 
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with  Dr.  Walter  Burnham,  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  and 
entered  Harvard  University  Medical  School  in 
September  of  that  year,  in  the  three  years’  course. 
At  the  end  of  his  second  year,  in  June,  1874,  he 
had  passed  his  examinations  and  some  of  the  third 
year,  and  the  following  September  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (Columbia 
University),  New  York  City,  being  graduated  M. 
D.  in  the  class  of  iMarch,  1875.  He  then  took  a 
course  at  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  but  in  the 
latter  part  of  i\Iay  was  appointed  resident  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  for  one  year  at  St.  Francis  Hos- 
pital, Pittsburg,  Pa.  In  June,  1876,  he  returned 
to  Harvard,  completed  his  examinations,  and  took 
the  degree  of  iM.  D.  He  then  went  abroad,  and 
to6k  a four  months’  course  at  Rotunda  Lying-in 
Hospital,  Dublin,  as  a resident;  spent  six  months 
in  the  London  hospitals,  taking  special  courses, 
and  was  in  Paris  two  months,  returning  to  the 
United  States  and  commencing  practice  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  in  the  winter  of  1877.  In  1883  he  again 
went  abroad,  completed  his  course  in  Dublin  and 
took  the  degree  of  Licentiate  in  Midwifery,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  year  on  the  Continent. 
Upon  his  return  to  this  country  he  settled  in  Paw- 
tucket to  practice,  in  1884.  Four  years  later  he  re- 
moved to  National  City,  Cal.,  but  in  1895  returned 
to  Providence,  which  city  is  now  his  home. 

Dr.  Buxton  is  a member  of  the  American 
Aledical  Association,  and  presented  an  interesting 
paper  at  the  San  Francisco  meeting ; member  of 
the  San  Diego  County  (Cal.)  Medical  Society, 
having  been  its  vice-president  and  president ; ex- 
member of  the  Missouri  State  iMedical  Association  ; 
Kansas  City  District  iMedical  Society ; Kansas  City- 
Medical  Society;  Jackson  County  '(i\Io.)  Medical 
Society,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land State  iMedical  Society,  and  the  Providence 
(R.  I.)  Medical  Association.  While  in  Kansas 
City  he  was  adjunct  professor  of  obstetrics  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Kansas 
City,  and  a member  of  the  ho.spital  dispensary 
staff  thereof.  He  was  a member  of  the  National 
City  (Cal.)  Board  of  Health.  Many  of  his  medi- 
cal papers  have  been  published  in  medical  journals 
and  society  transactions,  and  he  has  also  written 
for  the  public  press  on  matters  relating  to  the  pub- 
lic health.  He  is  a Mason,  of  Harmony  Lodge 
and  Pawtucket  Chapter;  a Knight  Templar,  being 
past  commander  of  San  Diego  Commandery,  and 
is  a member  of  Palestine  Temple,  iMystic  Shrine, 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  past  chancellor  commander 
in  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  belongs  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Foresters,  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  iMen,  Sons  of  St.  George,  etc. 

Dr.  Buxton  was  married  Jan.  10,  1878,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Harrington,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Har- 
rington, of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  two  sons  were 
born  to  this  union,  G.  Edward,  Jr.,  and  Bertram  H. 

(IX)  G.  Edward  Buxton,  Jr.,  son  of  Dr.  G. 
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Edward,  was  born  :\Iay  13,  1880,  in  Kansas  City, 
^lo.,  and  was  prepared' for  college  in  the  Highland 
Military  Academy,  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he 
graduated  captain  of  the  battalion  and  valedic- 
Torian  of  his  class,  1898.  He  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  the  fall  of  that  >ear,  and  graduated  with 
his  class  in  1902,  taking  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity, 
and  went  as  the  national  representative  to  the  con- 
vention at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1901.  He  was  a 
member  of  Pi  Kappa  Society,  and  president  of  the 
Sock  and  Buskin  Club,  during  his  last  year  in 
college.  After  finishing  his  course  at  Brown  Uni- 
versitv,  he  was  engaged  for  one  year  on  the  re- 
portorial  staff  of  the  Providence  Jotirnal.  He  then 
entered  Harvard  Law  School,  taking  the  three 
years’  course,  and  graduated  in  1906,  with  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  B.  He  served  four  years  in  the  Rhode 
Tsland  State  IMilitia,  where  he  held  commission  of 
first  lieutenant  in  Company  A,  First  Regiment. 

(IX)  Bertram  Harrington  Buxton,  son  of 
Dr.  G.  Edward,  was  born  June  ii,  1883.  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  His  preparati9n  for  college  was 
made  in  the  Classical  high  school  of  Providence, 
where  he  graduated  in  1900,  and  the  same  year  he 
entered  Brown  University,  taking  his  degree^  of 
A.  B.  with  his  class  in  1904.  While  at  the  Uni- 
versity he  was  a member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta 
fraternity  and  Pi  Kappa  Society,  and  in  his  Junior 
vear  he  was  made  a key  man  by  election  to  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  has  since  pursued  a full  four 
years’  course  at  the  Harvard  IMedical  School.  After 
receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  and  serving  a couple 
of  years  in  the  hospitals  it  is  his  purpose  to  join 
his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  their 
home. 

CR.\FTS.  While  the  family  bearing  this  name 
is  not  a Rhode  Island  one,  a branch  of  it  for  thirty 
years  and  more  has  lived  in  Westerly,  where  one 
of  the  pulpits  of  the  churches  was  for  a time  filled 
Ijv  one  of  the  name— the  late  Rev.  Frederic  Augus- 
tus Crafts,  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
where  from  young  manhood  Albert  Barnard  Crafts, 
a son  of  Rev.  Mr.  Crafts,  ]M-acticcd  law  and  devel- 
oped into  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  not  only  of 
his  home  town,  but  of  this  Commonwealth.  While 
the  Crafts  is  not  an  early  Rhode  Island  family  it 
is  one  of  the  earliest  in  Xew  England,  the  forerun- 
ner of  the  family  coming  to  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony,  but  a decade  later  than  the  Pilgrim 
fathers  themselves.  From  generation  to  generation 
in  Xew  England  de.sccndants  have  figured  conspic- 
uously in  the  social,  religious  and  public  life  of  their 
communities,  an  example  that  was  later  followed 
bv  successive  generations  who  went  out  to  colonize 
and  found  communities  in  the  wilderness  of  the 
North  and  great  West,  h'rom  this  old  Roxbury 
family  came  the  Crafts  of  I^laine,  of  Vermont,  of 
Xew  Hampshire,  of  Ohio,  of  Illinois  and  other 
States.  Such  names  as  Major  Edward  Crafts  of 


Revolutionary  fame,  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  of 
Vermont,  lawyer,  judge,  member  of  Congress, 
United  States  Senator,  etc.,  Hon.  Clayton  E 
Crafts,  of  Illinois,  lawyer  and  legislator,  Speaker 
of  the  Illinois  House,  etc.,  and  many  others,  will 
long  live  in  the  annals  of  their  States. 

This  article,  however,  is  to  refer  briefly  to  the 
Westerly,  R.  L,  family  and  its  Crafts  lineage.  In 
the  genealogy  which  follows  the  Roman  numerals 
indicate  generations  from  the  emigrant  settler. 

(I)  Lieut.  Griffin  Craft,  with  wife  Alice  and 

daughter  Hannah,  came  from  England  in  1630  with 
Winthrop’s  party  of  Colonists  and  settled  in  Rox- 
bury, Mass.  Many  of  that  company  came  from 
Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  ultimately 
gave  the  name  of  their  former  place  of  abode  to 
the  place  of  settlement  here.  ]\Ir.  Craft  is  believed 
to  have  been  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  He 
was  made  a freeman  in  1631.  He  was  a deputy  to 
the  General  Court  in  1638,  and  again  in  1663,  1664, 
1665,  1666  and  1667.  For  more  than  twenty  years 
from  1653  he  was  lieutenant  in  the  military  of  Rox- 
bury. He  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
with  little  exception  from  1650  to  1673.  He  was 
commissioner  from  1659  to  1670  inclusive.  He  was 
identified  with  the  church  from  the  first  settlement 
of  the  town.  His  wife  Alice  died  24th  of  ist  month, 
1673,  married  (second)  July  15th  of  that 

same  year  LTrsula,  widow  of  William  Robinson  and 
daughter  of  Henry  Adams  of  Braintree.  She  died 
and  he  married  (third)  Dorcas  Ruggles.  Mr. 
Craft  died  Oct.  4,  1689.  His  children,  all  born  to 
the  first  marriage,  were : Hannah,  John,  Mary, 
Abigail,  Samuel  and  Moses. 

Of  this  family,  Moses  wrote  the  name  Crafts 
prior  to  1700,  though  on  his  tombstone  it  is  spelled 
Craft.  Tbe  “s”  was  also  added  by  Griffin’s  grand- 
son, Thomas,  whose  descendants  have  always  re- 
tained the  form  Crafts. 

(II)  Lieut.  Samuel  Craft,  born  Dec.  12,  1637, 
in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  married  there  Oct.  16,  1661, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Bal- 
lard) Seaver,  of  Roxbury.  Mr.  Craft  took  a prom- 
inent part  in  town  affairs,  was  frequently  chosen 
selectman,  constable,  etc.  He  received  from  his 
father  the  latter’s  housings  and  lands,  and  the  bulk 
of  his  estate.  He  w^as  one  of  the  parties  to  whom 
the  legislature  granted  the  lands  of  Pomfret,  Conn. 
INIr.  Craft  was  one  of  the  thirty-nine  persons  who 
signed  to  settle  in  New  Roxbury,  or  Woodstock, 
Conn.,  1686-90.  Lieut.  Craft  died  in  1691.  He 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  children  as  follows : 
Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Samuel  (2),  Joseph,  Mary,  Ab- 
igail, Nathaniel,  Ebenezer,  Alice  and  Benjamin. 

(HI)  Samuel  Craft  (2),  born  May  24,  1664, 
in  Roxbury,  married  there  Dec.  25,  1693,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Lieut.  John  Sharp,  of  Brookline, 
]\Iass.  Air.  Craft  took  a somewhat  prominent  part 
in  the  affairs  of  his  native  town.  He  was  chosen 
surveyor  of  highways  in  1695,  was  appointed  to 
run  the  town  boundary  lines  in  1699  and  1705.  He 
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served  several  years  as  constable,  an  office  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  9, 
1709.  His  widow  re-married.  His  children  were: 
Joseph,  Hannah,  Samuel,  IMoses,  Mary  and  Aaron. 

(IV)  Moses  Craft,  horn  Sept.  29,  1703,  in  Rox- 
bury,  married  in  Newton,  Mass.,  Nov.  15,  1729, 
Esther  Woodward,  of  that  town,  horn  Nov.  30, 
1704.  Mr.  Craft,  after  his  father’s  death,  went  to 
live  with  his  uncle  Deacon  John  Staples,  of  New- 
ton, and  with  him  probably  learned  the  weaver’s 
trade.  In  1746  he  bought  property  in  Newton.  He 
was  often  in  town  office,  was  one  of  the  selectmen 
of  Newton  from  1741  to  1745.  He  was  a member 
of  Capt.  William  Williams’  Company,  Col.  Choat’s 
Regiment,  and  served  at  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Louisburg,  in  1746.  He  was  a man  of  sterling 
worth  and  integrity.  His  children  were : Samuel, 
Mary,  John  Staples,  Abigail,  Joseph,  Esther,  Abi- 
gail, Martha  and  Bulah. 

(V)  Dr.  John  Staples  Craft,  born  Jan.  9,  1733, 
in  Newton,  Mass.,  married  July  6,  1758,  Elizabeth 
Park,  born  May  12,  1731,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Eunice  (Barnes)  Park,  of  Newton.  He  studied  med- 
icine, and  in  1756  settled  in  North  Bridgewater,  now 
Brockton,  Mass.  Here  Dr.  Craft  dwelt  for  upwards 
of  fifty  years,  enjoying  the  highest  respect  among 
his  townsmen  in  his  profession,  and  as  an  earnest 
Christian  and  kind  friend.  He  and  his  wife 
and  their  sons,  Samuel,  Moses,  Edward  and  Zibeon, 
removed  to  Minot,  Maine.  In  1807  Dr.  Craft  was 
chosen  a deacon  in  the  First  Church  there  and  held 
the  office  until  his  death.  May  6,  1816.  His  wife 
Elizabeth  died  Dec.  28,  1802.  Their  children  were : 
Thomas,  Martha,  Samuel,  Mary,  John,  Moses,  Ed- 
ward and  Zibeon. 

(VI)  Capt.  Samuel  Craft,  born  in  1762,  in  North 
Bridgewater,  IMass.,  married  there  about  1787,  Anne 
Packard,  born  there  Dec.  19,  1765,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Reuben  and  Anne  (Perkins)  Packard.  Mr. 
Craft  in  May,  1799,  removed  to  the  State  of  Maine, 
settling  in  the  town  of  Hebron,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  passed.  He  was  a man  of 
powerful  physique  and  great  energy.  He  became 
a man  of  prominence  in  Hebron,  a town  he  assisted 
in  founding.  He  served  as  a captain  in  the  war  of 
1812.  His  children  were:  Mary,  Samuel,  Moses, 
Isaac  P.,  Anne,  John,  Varen,  Elizabeth  H.,  Thomas 
P.,  Phebe  S.,  Alonzo  and  Hiram.  Capt.  Craft  died 
at  Hebron,  Maine,  Feb.  2,  1844. 

(VII)  Samuel  Crafts  (4),  born  March  21, 
1790,  in  North  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  married  Nov. 
30,  1815,  Althea  Sturtev^t,  born  July  4,  1792,  in 
Wareham,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Bessey)  of  Hebron,  Maine.  Mr.  Crafts  was  a 
farmer  of  Hebron,  Turner,  Bethel  and  Minot, 
Maine.  He  finally  settled  in  Milan,  N.  H.,  where 
he  died  in  1884.  His  wife  died  in  Milan,  Jan.  17, 
1882.  Their  children  were:  Samuel  G.,  Harriet 
N.,  Cyrus  C.,  Frederic  A.,  John  S.,  Davis  S.,  Phoebe 
K.,  Lucy  W.  and  Welcome  A. 

(VIII)  Rev.  Frederic  Augustus  Crafts, 


born  Aug.  5,  1822,  in  Hebron,  Maine,  married  July 

1845,  Maria  Louise  Soule,  of  Auburn,  IMaine, 
born  July  22,  1823,  daughter  of  Asa  W.  and  Susan 
(Emory)  Soule,  of  Auburn,  Maine,  and  grana- 
daughter  of  Rev.  Moses  Emory,  of  Paris,  Maine. 

Mr.  Crafts  was  a clergyman  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  througbout  the  New  England  Conference. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Maine  Conference  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  on  probation  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  in  July,  1843.  At  the  end  0/  two  years 
he  was  ordained  a deacon  and  admitted  to  full 
membership  in  the  Conference.  He  was  appointed 
in  ’43  to  Blue  Hill,  Maine,  and  in  July,  1844,  was 
sent  to  Columbia,  Maine,  and  there  remained  two 
years.  In  July,  1847,  was  appointed  to  Farm- 
ington and  Vienna,  Maine,  and  the  next  year  went 
to  Fryeburg,  Maine,  and  was  pastor  two  years. 
He  then  rested  until  January,  1853,  when  he  went 
to  Westport,  Conn.,  and  in  the  summer  of  1854 
was  appointed  pastor  at  South  Paris,  Maine.  As 
is  well  known,  the  custom  in  the  Methodist  Church 
was  to  make  a change  in  a pastorate  every  two 
years.  This  period  was  afterward  lengthened  to 
three  and  may  now  be  of  longer  duration.  In  1856 
he  went  to  Wayne,  Maine,  for  two  years,  thence  to 
South  Eliot,  Alaine,  for  two  years,  to  Edgartown, 
Mass.,  for  two  years ; and  to  North  Bridgewater, 
Mass.,  for  three  years.  In  1867  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  where  he  resided 
for  six  years,  and  where  he  educated  his  elder  sons 
at  Wesleyan  University.  In  March,  1873,  he  was 
settled  for  three  years  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  after 
which  ministry  he  was  at  Uncasville,  Conn.,  Ply- 
month,  Mass.,  and  Alarshfield,  Mass.,  North  Truro, 
Mass.,  and  finally  at  Acushnet,  Alass.,  where  he 
was  living  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Sept.  19,  1888. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Crafts  was  an  earnest  preacher 
and  throughout  his  life  devoted  to  his  calling,  and 
lived  up  to  his  professions.  He  was  very  fond  of 
his  home  and  family,  and  gave  all  his  children 
either  a seminary  or  university  education.  He  took 
an  exceptional  interest  in  literature  and  educational 
matters,  and  devoted  study  and  attention  to  the 
collection  of  material  for  the  work  on  the  Crafts 
Family.  His  children  were:  Frederic  Henry,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  is  now  a civil  en- 
gineer at  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; Wilbur  Fisk,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.  (Wesleyan  University),  now  head  of  the 
Bureau  of  Reforms,  is  a noted  Christian  lobbyist, 
being  tbe  author  of  the  Anti-Canteen  Law  and  of 
the  provision  requiring  the  St.  Louis  Fair  to  close 
on  Sundays ; Albert  Barnard  is  mentioned  below ; 
George  Emory  is  a professor  of  vocal  music  at  Alil- 
ton.  Mass. ; Addie  Louisa,  who  graduated  from 
Wesleyan  University,  married  Alfred  E.  Barr,  of 
Chicago,  111.,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1893,  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Jennie  Louise  and  Dorothy. 

(IX)  Albert  Barnard  CrtVETS,  son  of  Rev. 
Frederic  A.,  born  Sept.  4,  1851,  in  Milan,  N.  H., 
married  (first)  Oct.  i,  1881,  Miss  Jennie  Louise 
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Blake,  of  Ashaway,  R.  I.  She  died  Xov.  19,  1884, 
and  he  married  (second)  Dec.  iy,  1892,  iMiss  Mary 
Amittai  Stark,  of  Mystic,  Conn.  They  have  had 
one  child,  Alberta  Barnard,  born  July  6,  1901. 

i\Ir.  Crafts  in  boyhood  attended  the  high  schools 
at  Edgartown,  Z\lartha's  Vineyard,  and  Brockton, 
Mass.,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  entered  Wesleyan 
Cniversity,  Middletown,  Conn.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1871,  that  University  later  conferring 
upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  During  his  course  he 
was  a member  of  the  college  baseball  nine  (in-field) 
and  was  a member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  After 
his  graduation  young  Crafts  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Peabody,  at  Westerly, 
R.  1.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Connecticut,  in  1875.  He  located  in  the 
practice  of  the  law  at  Westerly,  R.  1.,  and  has  since 
maintained  a residence  at  that  point  and  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  his  profession  in  the  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island  and  United  States  Courts.  From 
1875  to  Oct.  I,  1881,  Mr.  Crafts  was  associated  in 
the  practice  with  his  preceptor,  Hon.  Thomas  H. 
Peabody,  under  the  firm  title  of  Peabody  & Crafts ; 
from  1884  to  1887  with  Frank  Tillinghast,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Crafts  & Tillinghast.  and  subse- 
quently continued  the  practice  alone.  In  October, 
1906,  he  located  his  office  in  Providence. 

Mr.  Crafts  in  his  political  affiliations  has  been 
a consistent  Republican,  though  he  has  taken  no 
active  part  in  public  life  and  has  never  held  office. 
In  1901  he  w'as  a candidate  for  the  nomination  for 
State  senator,  hut  was  not  named  in  the  convention. 
At  this  time  one  of  the  local  papers,  independent 
in  politics,  said  of  him : 

Mr.  Crafts  has  practiced  law  in  Westerly  for  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  it  is  only  fair  and  not  flattery  to  state  that 
a brainier  or  more  able  advocate  does  not  stand  within  the 
State.  Westerly’s  leading  lawyer  has  always  been  a strong 
consistent  party  man,  but  a close  application  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  attention  to  this  large  law  busi- 
ness has  i)recluded  his  holding  office,  though  the  party  and 
his  {Kilitical  friends  have  always  had  his  advice  and  co- 
operation. He  is  in  no  sense  a politician,  and  would  re- 
ceive no  additional  honors  hy  representing  Westerly  in 
the  General  Assembly,  but  with  Mr.  Crafts  in  the  capitol 
at  Providence  as  representative,  Westerly  would  take  a 
front  rank  in  State  affairs  simi)ly  through  his  ability, 
force  of  character  and  the  well-known  law  that  makes  men 
of  worth  and  energy  gravitate  naturally  towards  the  top. 
Mr.  Crafts  does  things;  he  is  a tireless  worker  of  tre- 
mendous energy  and  at  every  opportunity  he  has  been  on 
the  right  side  of  important  questions  in  which  the  people 
have  been  interested ; without  detracting  from  the  able 
assistance  rendered  by  his  colleagues  it  is  safe  to  say  it 
was  mainly  through  his  splendid  work  on  the  water  works 
cases  that  the  happy  end  of  the  litigation  resulted. 

The  popular  counselor  has  a large  following  and  it 
is  only  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  several  of  his  friends 
that  he  has  permitted  his  name  to  be  presented  for  a 
position  on  the  .Assembly  ticket,  and  from  the  assurance 
that  he  has  received  in  advance  it  is  safe  to  say  that  he 
will  be  one  of  Westerly’s  next  representatives. 

In  November,  1903,  Mr.  Crafts  was  elected  first 
representative  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  became  a member  of  the  Judiciary  com- 


mittee, which  is  the  most  important  committee  of 
the  House.  He  was  delegate  to  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Chicago,  111.,  1904,  from  Rhode 
Island,  an  honor  entirely  unsought.  He  was  re- 
elected first  representative  in  November,  1904,  at 
a contested  caucus  in  Westerly,  by  the  largest  ma- 
jority ever  given  in  a contested  caucus  in  Westerly, 
and  was  continued  on  the  Judiciary  committee.  He 
was  again  elected  after  opposition  in  November, 
1905,  and  again  placed  on  the  Judiciary  committee. 
Mr.  Crafts  was  considered  the  most  eloquent  speak- 
ers in  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature  since  the  days 
of  Tristram  Burgess. 

ABRAHAM  L.  MOWRY,  a highly  esteemed 
resident  of  Smithfield,  descends  from  a branch  of 
the  family  that  has  furnished  to  Smithfield  and  the 
State  many  useful  and  prominent  citizens.  He 
is  a descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  Roger 
Mowry,  the  American  ancestor  of  this  branch  of 
the  family,  his  lineage  being  traced  back  through 
Jahez  W.,  Reuben,  Daniel,  Judge  Daniel,  Capt. 
Daniel,  Cai)t.  Joseph  and  Nathaniel  to  Roger.  The 
more  complete  records  of  this  branch  of  the  family 
appear  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

Jabez  W.  Mowry,  the  father  of  Abraham  L., 
was  born  July  29,  1824,  in  Smithfield,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  at 
Smithfield  Seminary,  North  Scituate.  He  was 
reared  to  farming,  and  also  worked  at  the  trade 
of  millwright  in  his  early  life,  finally  settling  on  the 
home  farm,  the  place  now  occupied  by  his  son, 
Abraham  L.  There  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life, 
engaged  successfully  at  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing. Mr.  Mowry  died  Oct.  13,  1898,  his  death, 
caused  by  heart  trouble,  occurring  while  he  was 
hunting,  in  the  town  of  Glocester.  He  was  ex- 
tremely fond  of  hunting,  it  being  his  favorite  form 
of  sport  and  recreation. 

Mr.  Mowry  was  married  to  Susan  iM.  J.  Mowry, 
who  was  born  July  18,  1834,  in  Burrillville,  daugh- 
ter of  Esquire  Jeremiah  and  Betsey  (Steere) 
Mowry.  She  died  Sept.  30,  1882.  They  had 

three  children : Arabella  Fremont,  born  Jan.  16, 
1857;  Roger  Williams,  born  March  26,  i860,  who 
died  April  28,  1882,  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  born 
Oct.  2,  1863. 

Jabez  W.  Mowry  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  town, 
and  he  was  frequently  called  to  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  was  a stanch  supporter  on  national 
and  State  issues  of  the  Republican  party  from  the 
time  of  its  formation,  hut  in  local  matters  voted  for 
• the  man  who  seemed  to  him  to  he  best  fitted  for  the 
office.  He  was  first  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1859,  and  served  until  1864,  being  elected 
again  in  1867,  and  serving  until  1872.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  elected  senator,  and  served  several 
years  in  that  capacity,  his  period  of  service  as 
representative  and  senator  covering  seventeen  years. 
He  was  a man  of  strict  integrity,  and  left  behind 


J 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1637 


a name  for  upright  living  and  honest  endeavor. 

Abraham  Lincoln  Mowry  was  born  in  the 
house  he  now  occupies,  and  attended  the  district 
schools,  Jenckes  Mowry’s  private  school  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  Col- 
lege in  Providence,  graduating  from  the  last  named 
institution  in  1884.  Returning  to  the  home  farm 
he  assisted  his  father  until  1892,  when  he  removed 
to  South  Hadley  Falls,  Mass.,  where  he  was  fore- 
man on  the  large  farm  of  Newton  Smith.  In 
1893  he  went  to  Woonsocket,  where  he  was  man- 
ager of  the  farm  owned  by  the  Harris  Woolen 
Company,  and  there  remained  until  April,  1898, 
when  he  returned  to  Smithfield  and  settled  on  the 
home  farm,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  Mr. 
Mowry  engages  quite  extensively  in  dairying,  as 
well  as  in  the  poultry  business,  and  also  carries  on 
the  breeding  of  homing  pigeons,  finding  a ready 
market  for  the  latter  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

On  May  12,  1886,  i\Ir.  Mowry  married,  in 
Smithfield,  Ruth  A.  Burbank,  who  was  born  in 
North  Smithfield,  daughter  of  Samuel  x\ugustus 
and  Dorcas  A.  (Whitford)  Burbank,  and  to  this 
union  two  children  have  been  born  : Floyd  Kel- 
vin, born  Dec.  18,  1897,  in  Woonsocket;  and  Gene- 
vieve Eileen,  born  July  19,  1903. 

Abraham  L.  i\lowry  is  a Repuhlican  in  po- 
litical sentiment.  He  has  served  three  years  on 
the  town  school  committee,  and  one  year  as  as- 
sessor of  taxes,  and  was  district  surveyor  in  Smith- 
field,  in  the  days  when  that  office  was  iu  existence. 
He  is  a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  No.  46,  N.  E. 
O.  P.,  at  W'oonsocket,  in  which  he  has  held  offices, 
including  that  of  warden.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at  Water- 
ford, in  which  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school. 

ANGELL.  The  family  records  of  the  branch 
of  the  Angell  family  represented  in  North  Provi- 
dence by  William  Randall  Angell  and  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Mann,  are  printed  in  the  sketch  of 
Thomas  Holden  Angell,  elsewhere  in  this  publi- 
cation. The  lineage  of  William  Randall  Angell 
and  Mrs.  iMann  is  traced  from  Thomas  Angell 
through  John,  Daniel,  Job,  Fenner  and  William 
Angell,  the  latter  being  the  father  of  William  Penn 
Angell,  who  was  of  the  seventh  generation,  as 
noted. 

(VH)  William  Penn  Angell,  who  was  born 
March  12,  1826,  in  Providence,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  for  his  fa- 
ther, and  for  a time  previous  to  his  marriage  was 
independently  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  market 
business.  After  his  marriage  he  purchased  the  Ed- 
ward Harris  farm  in  Smithfield,  now  Lincoln,  R. 
I.,  and  there  resided  for  a number  of  years.  Dis- 
posing of  the  farm  he  returned  to  Providence  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  market  business  on 


North  Main  street,  at  the  foot  of  Constitution  Hill, 
continuing  there  for  several  years,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  the  business  and  removed  to  Angell 
Road,  in  North  Providence,  where  he  resided  un- 
til his  death  on  Jan.  31,  1870.  During  the  later 
years  of  his  life  he  devoted  his  attention  chiefly  to 
the  management  of  his  real  estate  interests.  He 
enlisted  for  service  during  the  Civil  war  in  the 
navy,  and  served  for  one  year  as  an  ordinary  sea- 
man on  the  flagship  “Lancaster,”  of  the  south  Pa- 
cific squadron,  during  the  term  of  his  enlistment 
cruising  along  the  western  coast  of  South  Amer- 
ica. Mr.  Angell  was  a War  Democrat,  and  held 
a few  of  the  minor  offices  in  North  Providence. 
He  was  an  attendant  upon  the  services  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  contributed  liberally  to  religious 
purposes.  He  was  a kind-hearted,  liberal  man,  hos- 
pitable, fond  of  company  and  music,  and  was  a vio- 
linist of  more  than  ordinary  ability. 

Mr.  Angell  was  married  on  June  ii,  1848,  to 
\"ashti  Whipple  Randall,  born  May  i,  1828,  in 
North  Providence,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Nancy  (Smith)  Randall.  Mrs.  Nancy  Smith  Randall 
was  an  aunt  to  the  late  Henry  J.  Steere,  one  of  the 
well  known  and  successful  business  men  of  Provi- 
dence, sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewwhere,  the 
mother  of  Mr.  Steere  being  .-Mice  Smith,  sister  of 
i\Irs.  Randall.  Mrs.  Angell  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  passing  away  at  her  home  in  North 
Providence,  June  27,  1904.  The  children  of  i\Ir. 
and  Airs.  William  P.  Angell  were:  (i)  Ellen  Jo- 
sephine was  born  April  2,  1849  (2)  William 

Randall,  Dec.  12,  1850.  (3)  Julia  Althea,  born 

Jan.  28,  1853,  died  July  25,  1868.  (4)  Daniel  Bray- 
ton,  born  July  12,  1854,  completed  his  education  at 
the  Friends  School  at  Providence,  and  was  a young- 
man  of  much  ability.  He  was  a farmer  on  the 
homestead  assisting  his  mother  in  conducting  the 
place.  He  married  Lucy  Jarvis,  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  died  on  Dec.  i,  1875. 

(\TH)  Ellen  Josephine,  eldest  member  of  the 
family  of  William  P.  and  V^ashti  W.  Angell,  was 
born  April  2,  1849,  completed  her  education  in 
the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  where  she  took  a 
course  in  music.  She  later  studied  under  Prof. 
H.  W.  Knowthe,  the  noted  German  pianist  who 
died  recently  in  Dresden,  Germany,  and  she  be- 
came a talented  musician.  On  Nov.  15,  1870,  she 
was  married  to  Henry  Mann,  the  noted  journalist 
and  author.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  (i)  Josephine  Angell.  born  Sept.  21,  1870, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  North  Provi- 
dence, and  the  Jenckes  Mowry  Academy.  On  Oct. 
31,  1898,  she  was  married  to  Harry  Andrew  Lee, 
who  is  connected  with  the  Providence  Journal,  and 
they  reside  at  Edgewood,  having  one  child,  Mil- 
dred Josephine,  born  July  12,  1899.  (2)  Nellie 

Randall,  born  Nov.  21,  1873,  was  married  Sept.  25. 
1899,  to  Lucien  Osborne  Appleby,  a descendant  of 
the  Smithfield  (R.  I.)  branch  of  the  Appleby  fam- 
ily. He  was  proprietor  of  the  Reliance  Delivery, 
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at  Providence,  and  now  resides  on  the  Angell  home- 
stead. iSlrs.  Appleby  is  a member  of  Providence 
Chapter,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  in  which  she  has 
held  offices.  She  is  a lady  of  refinement  and  nat- 
ural literary  talent,  whose  interest  in  literature  is 
constant.  Mrs.  i\lann  resides  on  Angell  Road,  on 
property  which  she  owns  and  which  has  been  in 
possession  of  the  Whipple  family  and  descendants 
since  it  was  acquired  from  the  Indians.  The  fam- 
ily occupy  a high  position  in  the  regard  of  their 
acquaintances. 

(Mil)  W'lLLiAM  Randall  Angell,  eldest  son 
of  William  Penn  and  Vashti  W.  (Randall)  Angell, 
was  born  Dec.  12,  1850,  in  Smithfield,  now  Lin- 
coln, R.  I.,  on  the  Edward  Harris  farm,  and  was 
an  infant  when  his  father  removed  to  Providence. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Providence,  the  Woodville  school  at  North  Provi- 
dence, a select  school  at  Eoxboro,  Mass.,  Jenckes 
Mowry’s  school  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  the 
Friends’  school  at  Providence.  After  completing 
his  education  he  entered  the  employ  of  H.  II.  Bur- 
rington,  an  apothecary  on  North  INlain  street. 
Providence,  and  with  whom  he  remained  for  three 
years,  becoming  a pharmacist.  About  this  time  the 
death  of  his  father  occurred,  and  he  devoted  some 
time  to  the  settlement  of  his  affairs,  subsequently 
engaging  in  the  grocery  business  on  Charles  street, 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  Mann,  under  the 
name  of  Angell  & Mann.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued for  one  year,  when  i\Ir.  Angell  purchased 
his  partner’s  interest,  and  Daniel  B.  Angell  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  firm  under  the  name  of  Angell  Broth- 
ers. This  arrangement  continued  for  one  year 
when  the  business  was  disposed  of.  William  R. 
Angell  then  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and 
looking  after  the  extensive  interests  of  his  mother, 
during  that  period  erecting  several  houses  in 
Providence.  In  1904  Mr.  Angell  completed  a 
handsome  home  on  Emit  Hill  avenue,  one  of  the 
most  sightly  locations  in  the  town. 

On  Dec.  18,  1872,  William  R.  Angell  was  mar- 
ried in  Boston,  to  Ida  Isabella  Corey,  born  in 
Crompton,  R.  I.,  April  4,  1858,  but  a resident  of 
Baltic,  Conn.,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  is 
a daughter  of  Peleg  and  Rachel  Ann  (Grinnell) 
Corey,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Isa- 
bella (Carpenter)  Grinnell.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell,  as  follows:  (i) 
William  Peleg,  born  Oct.  2,  1874,  died  April  9, 
1877.  (2)  Daniel  Byron,  born  July  20,  1876,  was 

educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy  and  the  Rice,  Alowry  and 
Goff  school  at  Providence.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Slocum  Light  Guard  of  local  militia,  enlisting 
in  the  First  Rhode  Island  Infantry  for  service  dur- 
ing the  Spanish-American  war  and  becoming  a ser- 
geant. Some  months  after  his  discharge  he  en- 
listed in  the  nth  Regiment.  Lk  S.  A.,  and  served 
three  years  in  the  Phili])pines,  a i)ortion  of  which 


period  he  saw  service  in  the  island  of  Samar.  On 
July  19,  1905,  he  was  married  to  Lillian  Ballou 
Thayer,  of  North  Providence.  (3)  Ida  Mabel, 
born  July  2,  1878,  attended  East  (Greenwich  Acad- 
emy and  private  schools,  graduating  from  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Providence. 

William  Randall  Angell  is  a Republican  in  his 
political  faith,  but  has  never  cared  for  public  office. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  takes  much  interest  in  genealogical  re- 
search. He  is  also  identified  with  the  Veteran  Citi- 
zens’ Historical  Society,  and  with  the  Fruit  Hill 
Improvement  Society.  He  is  very  foiid  of  travel, 
having  visited  many  portions  of  his  native  country 
as  well  as  having  made  two  trips  to  Europe.  ]\Ir. 
Angell  is  a public-spirited,  free-hearted  man,  al- 
ways ready  to  aid  in  any  movement  for  the  public 
good,  and  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed  and 
respected. 

RANDALL.  Vashti  Whipple  Randall,  wife  of 
William  P.  Angell,  and  mother  of  William  R.  An- 
gell and  Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Mann,  was  a descendant  in 
the  fifth  generation  from 

(I)  Joseph  Randall,  a caulker  by  trade,  who 
came  from  Brest,  France,  and  settled  in  Provi- 
dence, where  he  followed  his  calling.  The  family 
was  of  English  descent,  it  being  understood  that  his 
parents  went  from  England  to  France.  Joseph 
Randall,  born  in  1684,  lived  in  what  is  now  North 
Providence,  and  died  March  30,  1760,  in  his  seven- 
ty-sixth year.  On  July  26,  1716,  he  married  Amey 
Estance  (now  called  Esten)  and  she  died  Feb.  8, 
1764,  in  her  seventy-ninth  year.  Both  were  buried 
in  the  North  Burying  Ground  at  Providence.  The 
children  born  to  Joseph  Randall  and  his  wife  were 
as  follows:  (i)  Amey,  Alay  27,  1717,  died  Jan. 
19,  1766.  (2)  Joseph,  Aug.  25,  1718,  died  at  sea 

unmarried.  (3)  Henry,  March  2,  1720,  married 
Dorothy  Billings,  and  died  June  6,  1789.  (4) 

Peter  was  born  June  12,  1723. 

(H)  Peter  Randall,  youngest  of  above  family, 
was  born,  as  stated,  June  12,  1723,  and  died  March 
9,  1808.  He  was  a substantial  farmer  and  resided 
first  in  North  Providence,  later  in  Johnston,  where 
he  died,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm.  He  married 
first,  Aug.  20,  1746,  Freelove  Dexter,  daughter  of 
Captain  Stephen  Dexter,  and  she  died  Oct.  i,  1775, 
in  her  fifty-sixth  year.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Joseph,  born  Oct.  30,  1747,  died  March  5,  1840. 
He  was  a farmer  in  North  Providence,  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  was  well  known  as  a 
bone-setter.  (2)  Freelove,  born  June  19,  1749,  be- 
came the  second  wife  of  Enoch  Angell  of  North 
Providence,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1788.  (3)  Amey, 

born  Feb.  9,  1751,  marrie(i  Enoch  Angell,  and  died 
Dec.  17,  1767,  in  her  seventeenth  year.  (4)/WVil- 
liam  was  born  July  20,  1753.  (5)  W'aite,  born  Dec. 

2-  1755.  died  Eel).  11,  1840.  She  married  (first) 
Hezekiah  Smith,  of  North  Providence.  He  died 
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in  1784,  and  for  her  second  husband  she  married 
Thomas  Harris,  and  removed  to  Chenango  county, 
N.  Y.  (6)  John,  born  June  23,  1758,  died  Aug. 
27,  1836.  He  married  Mercy  Mowry,  and  resided 
in  North  Providence.  (7)  Stephen,  born  Aug.  i, 
1762,  died  March  15,  1843.  He  was  a physician  in 
Providence,  and  resided  in  the  north  end  of  the  city, 
near  the  head  of  Randall  street ; he  married  Lucina 
Winsor. 

Peter  Randall,  father  of  the  above  children,  was 
married  (second)  Jan.  18,  1781,  to  Anna  Collins, 
born  March  14,  1750,  died  April  27,  1816.  Their 
children  were:  (i)  Hezekiah,  born  Jan.  19,  1782, 
died  Oct.  2,  1810.  He  married  Dinah  Thornton, 
and  resided  in  Johnston.  (2)  Nancy,  born  May 
II,  1783,  married  George  Bray  ton  and  died  Dec. 
25,  1850.  (3)  Daniel,  born  Nov.  4,  1785,  married 

(first)  Lydia  Harris,  and  (second)  Sally  Leonard, 
and  removed  to  Thompson,  Conn.  (4)  Marcy, 
born  Dec.  29,  1787,  married  John  Waterman  of 
Johnston,  and  died  July  18,  1867.  (5)  Susan,  born 

i\Iay  17,  1789,  married  Joseph  Waterman  and  re- 
moved to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

/^HI)  William  Randall,  fourth  child  of  Peter 
and  Freelove,  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  North 
Providence  near  the  North  Burying  Ground,  and 
his  farm  has  since  been  wholly  absorbed  by  the  city 
of  Providence  for  burial  purposes.  He  died  Feb. 
15,  1828.  On  May  20,  1779,  he  married'  V'ashti 
Whipple,  born  Nov.  18,  1756,  and  died  March  29, 
1837,  daughter  of  Thomas  Whipple.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  (i)KAmey,  born  April  18, 
1780,  died  May  24,  1845.  (2)l/William,  born  May 
29,  1782,  died  Jan.  7,  1858.  (3)  kjonathan,  born 

April  8,  1784.  (4)  1 Jeremiah,  born  Feb.  20,  1786, 

died  July  21,  1827,  falling  dead  while  at  work  in 
the  hay  field.  (5)''  Mary,  born  April  18,  1788,  died 
Oct.  6,  i860,  as  result  of  a fall  down  stairs.  (6) 
/Edward,  born  Jan.  26,  1792,  died  Nov.  10,  1848. 
(7)V Whipple,  born  Feb.  27,  1795,  died  Sept.  25, 
1848,  by  a fall  from  a load  of  hay.  /• 

(IV)  Jonathan  Randall,  born  April  8,  1784, 
died  April  5,  1853.  He  was  a well-to-do  far- 
■ mer  and  resided  in  North  Providence.  He  married 
Novr  12,  1815,  Nancy  Brayton  Smith,  born  Jan. 
I,  1794,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1833,  daughter  of  Ne- 
debiah  Smith.  To  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan  Randall 
were  born:  (i)  Daniel,  born  Dec.  15,  1816,  died 
Dec.  18,  1816.  (2)  Julia  A.,  born  Feb.  12,  1818, 

married  Lucius  Miner,  a farmer,  and  resided  on 
the  Whipple  Randall  farm  in  Smithfield.  (See 
Miner  family  elsewhere.)  (3)  Blakely  B.,  born 
March  12,  1819,  died  June  19,  1838.  (4)  Alice 

S.,  born  May  14,  1820,  married  Edward  P. 

Knowles,  and  died  in  Providence,  Jan.  17,  1871. 
Mr.  Knowles  served  one  year  as  mayor  of  Provi- 
dence. (5)  Daniel  B.,  born  March  14,  1826,  dis- 
appeared in  early  life,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  Idaho.  (6)  Vashti  Whip- 
ple, born  May  i,  1828,  married  William  P.  Angell. 
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/"  WHIPPLE.  The  Whipple  ancestry  of  Vashti 
W hipple,  who  married  William  Randall,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

(I)*' John  W^hipple  was  living  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1632,  a carpenter  in  the  service 
of  Israel  Stoughton.  He  joined  the  church  in  1641. 
He  was  received  as  a preacher  at  Providence  in 
1659,  was  many  times  Deputy,  beginning  with 
1666.  His  wife,^Sarah,  died  in  1666.  He  died  in 
1685.  Their  children  were  :^John,"^arah,^Samuel, 

" Eleanor,  ‘ ]Mary,^Wdlliam, ‘benjamin,  David,  ‘T\bi- 
gail,^  Joseph  and^  Jonathan. 

(H) >jonathan  Wdiipple,  son  of  John  and  Sarah, 
born  in  1664,  married  (first) -^Margaret  Angell. 
His  second  wife’s  name  was  Anri.  They  were  both 
of.  Providence.  He  died  in  1721,  and  his  widow 
Ann  passed  away  in  1725.  His  children,  all  born 
to  the  second  marriage,  were  : Sarah  ;^Margaret ; 

^Jonathan,  born  Feb.  22,  1691  ^Thomas,  born  Feb. 
26,  1694  ^Paratine ; IMary  and  Alice.  At  his  death 
Mr.  Wdiipple  gave  to  his  sons,  Jonathan  and 
Thomas,  land  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  ot 
North  Providence,  a little  north  of  the  WMunscot 
factory.  This  land  has  been  kept  in  the  family 
name  since  the  first  settlement  of  that  region. 

(HI)  ^ Jonathan  Wdiipple  (2),  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  Feb.  22,  1691,  married /\my  Thornton,  and 
had  these  children,  all  born  in  Providence  :^"GVIary, 
born  May  17,  1710 /Amy,  IMarch  16,  1721  or  22; 
and"Jonathan,  Dec.  8,  1723. 

(IV)  i- 'Jonathan  Wdiipple,  bprn  Dec.  8,  1723, 
died  Nov.  5,  1805.  He  married' Anna  Smith,  who 
died  Oct.  29,  1810,  aged  ninety  years. 

(V)  /"Vashti  W^hipple,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Anna  (Smith)  Whipple,  born  Nov.  18,  1756, 
marriedAVilliam  Randall, 

EVERETT  A.  CODLIN,  representative  of  • 
Westerly  in  the  General  Assembly,  was  born  April 
4,  1866,  son  of  Byron  and  Emily  Fiske  (Rice) 
Codlin. 

Byron  Codlin,  father  of  Everett  A.,  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  New  Mexico  in  1886. 
He  was  an  overseer  of  woolen  carding.  On  April 
30,  1861,  he  was  enrolled  as  a private  in  Company 
F,  ist  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  was  mustered 
into  the  Lnion  service.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged July  31,  1861, *at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service.  In  Quidnick,  Coventry,  R.  L,  he  mar- 
ried Emily  Fiske  Rice,  a descendant  from  John 
Rice. 

(I)  John  Rice  came  from  England  in  1661, 
and  settled  in  Warwick,  R.  I.  He  came  with  Ed- 
mund Claverly,  who  had  been  in  the  English  army, 
probably  umler  the  Protector,  Oliver  Cromwell. 
John  Rice  was  but  fifteen  years  old  when  he  came 
to  America, 'and  in  1674  he  married  Elizabeth 
Holden,  daughter  of  Randall  Holden,  a leading 
man  of  \\  arwick.  The  Holden  family  was  an  illus- 
trious one,  and  can  be  traced  to  its  English  home. 
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John  and  Elizabeth  (Holden)  Rice  had  children: 
John,  born  in  1675,  died  in  1755.  married  in  Rkj5 
Elnathan  \\’hip])le  ; and  Randall,  who  died  in  1742. 

(II)  Randall  Rice  had  these  children:  Randall, 
Richard,  Isaac,  John  and  George.  He  removed 
from  Warwick  to  Coventry,  and  his  boys  grew  uj) 
there,  cleared  land  for  themselves  and  became  lead- 
ers in  the  town. 

(HI)  Richard  Rice,  captain  in  the  Colonial 
militia,  married  in  1732  Sarah  Kee,  and  they  had 
children:  Ehenezer,  horn  in  1735;  Richard,  horn 
in  1737;  George,  born  in  1744;  John,  born  in  1746; 
Nathan,  born  in  1751,  and  Daniel,  horn  in  1753. 

(I\')  John  Rice  married,  in  1768,  Ruth  Potter, 
daughter  of  Captain  Thomas  Potter,  of  Richmond. 
R.  1.,  and  had  children:  Nathan,  born  in  1773. 
died  in  1856;  John,  horn  in  1776,  died  in  1867; 
Thomas,  born  in  1780,  died  in  1863;  and  Richard, 
horn  in  1785. 

( \')  John  Rice  married  Phebe  Trihhey,  of  Ex- 
eter, in  1801,  and  had  children:  John,  horn  in 
1801,  died  in  1869;  and  Joshua,  born  in  1804,  died 
in  1862. 

(\T)  Joshua  Rice  married  at  Plainfield,  Conn., 
in  1827,  Dorcas  Eiske,  who  was  born  in  1804. 

(\TI)  Emily  Eiske  Rice  married  Byron  Cod- 
lin,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Everett  A. 

Everett  A.  Codlin  spent  his  boyhood  and  early 
school  days  near  Providence.  At  the  age  of  nine 
years  he  began  working  in  the  Centerdale  Mills, 
at  the  same  time  studying  by  himself  and  attending 
night  school.  Al  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  be- 
gan firing  at  the  A’hite  Rock  iSIill,  from  which  work 
he  was  advanced  to  assistant  engineer,  then  to 
engineer,  at  which  latter  occupation  he 
worked  eighteen  years.  In  January,  1904. 
he  became  engineer  of  the  Westerly  Railway 
and  Lighting  Company.  In  the  spring  of  1903 
.Mr.  Codlin  was  elected  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil in  A'esterly,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
was  elected  representative  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  served  on  the  committee  on  Rules  and  Order, 
and  on  the  joint  standing  committee  on  Real  Es- 
tate. He  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1904,  and 
again  in  the  fall  of  1905.  serving  on  the  joint  stand- 
ing committee  on  .Tccounts  and  Claims,  and  now  on 
the  committee  on  Rules  and  Order.  He  is  a member 
of  Eranklin  Lodge,  I'.  & i\l.,  of  which  he  is 

])ast  master:  and  of  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  28.  R. 
A.  .M. 

Mr.  Codlin  was  married  in  Westerly,  June  9, 
1896,  to  .\bbic  ITances  Mott,  born  in  Warwick, 
K.  I.,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  : Gladys 
Dorothy,  born  Sei)t.  1,  1898;  and  Everett  iMott, 
born  .March  31,  1905. 

JOHN  E.VWTON  J.\MES.  of  Providence, 
whose  death  occurred  March  28,  1900,  was  one  of 
the  highly  esteemed  and  venerable  citizens  of  that 
place.  He  was  born  in  September.  t8i6.  on  Tift 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  R.  I.,  son  of  Rey- 


nolds and  Phebe  (Rogers)  James,  and  was  a de- 
scendant of  Benjamin  James,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  the  ship  "William  and  Mary”  in  1665, 
settling  on  Prudence  Island,  in  Narragansett  Bay. 

Reynolds  James,  who  was  a farmer,  resided  in 
Richmond  and  there  died.  His  three  children  were 
as  follows:  Russell,  who  died  in  Providence  in  1875, 
and  who  for  many  years  was  associated  with  his 
brother,  John  L. ; Deborah,  who  married  Joseph 
Boss,  and  died  at  Hope  X'alley,  R.  I. ; and  John  L. 

John  L.  James  was  reared  to  the  hard  work  of 
the  farm,  and  had  few  educational  advantages.  He 
remained  at  home  and  assisted  his  father  until 
twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  canie  to  Providence 
and  found  work  on  the  construction  of  the  Dexter 
Asylum.  When  he  left  home  he  had  no  capital 
save  his  ambition,  energy  and  determination,  but 
he  was  a hard-working  young  man,  and  although 
the  wages  were  small,  such  as  were  paid  in  those 
times,  he  was  very  economical  and  in  course  01  a 
little  while  had  saved  up  enough  to  marry  and 
begin  housekeeping.  He  went  to  his  native  town 
for  his  bride,  and  not  long  after  his  mar- 
riage he  rented  the  Pinckney  farm,  the  house 
being  located  on  what  is  now  \"alley  street. 
There  he  remained  for  a few  years,  and 
was  successful  in  his  farming  venture  because 
he  was  a hard  w’orker  and  practiced  strict 
economy.  He  was  also  a shrewd  man  on  a deal, 
and  by  this  time  he  had  enough  money  ahead  to 
purchase  a piece  of  property  on  Martin  street,  now 
Chalkstone  avenue.  While  residing  there  he  em- 
barked in  the  dealing  in  eggs  at  which  he  achieved 
his  greatest  success.  Later,  in  1854,  he  erected  the 
house  on  Chalkstone  avenue  near  Douglass,  and 
lived  there  for  several  years  until  he  built  the 
hou.se  at  No.  68  Douglass  avenue,  after  which  he 
built  the  house  at  No.  64  Douglass  avenue,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  and  where  his  widow  and 
son  still  make  their  home. 

Mr.  James  was  the  jjioneer  wholesale  dealer  m 
eggs,  bring  them  to  Providence  and  dispose  of  them 
and  St.  Hyacinthe,  Canada,  buy  large  quantities  of 
eggs,  bring  them  to  Providence  and  dispose  of  them 
to  dealers.  He  followed  this  practice  for  many 
years  with  much  success.  He  also  bought  and 
sold  a great  many  horses,  which  he  would  pur- 
diase  in  \Trmont  and  Canada  and  ship  to  Provi- 
dence. He  one  time  stated  that  he  made  seventy- 
five  tri])s  to  Canada  for  horses  and  eggs.  He  also 
dealt  largely  in  hay.  i\Ir.  James  was  considered 
a very  .shrewd  dealer,  but  his  business  practices 
were  always  marked  by  honesty  in  all  things.  He 
retired  from  active  work  about  twenty  years  before 
his  death,  and  devoted  his  attention  to  his  real 
estate  holdings,  which  were  large,  as  he  had  pur- 
chased from  time  to  time  considerable  real  estate 
and  tenement  property  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home. 

Mr.  James  was  first  married  in  Richmond  to 
Miss  Eleanor  Kenyon,  daughter  of  John  and 
Charity  Kenyon,  residents  of  Tift  Hill.  She  died 
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in  Providence,  Nov.  28.  1881,  aged  sixty-six  years. 
He  was  again  married,  Jan.  ii,  1883,  to  iMiss 
Sarah  E.  Kenyon,  a native  of  Richmond,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Larkin)  Kenyon,  the  former 
a blacksmith  who  resided  at  Richmond.  Both  the 
Kenyons  and  Larkins  are  old  Rhode  Island  fami- 
lies. Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James:  John  Lawton,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years;  and  Daniel  Reynolds,  born  Jan.  6, 
1886,  residing  with  his  mother. 

In  his  political  views  John  L.  James  was  first  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican.  He  was  ever  a hard- 
working man,  of  quiet,  domestic  tastes,  and  pos- 
sessed keen  foresight  and  splendid  business  judg- 
ment. He  began  life  poor,  but  at  the  time  of  his 
death  possessed  considerable  property,  all  gained 
by  his  own  efforts.  He  was  buried  in  the  Wood 
River  cemetery,  in  the  town  of  Richmond. 

COTTRELL  ERAXCIS  HOXSIE,  one  of 
W'arwick’s  best  known  and  most  successful  agri- 
culturists, who  is  now  living  retired  at  his  home 
near  Hoxsie  Station,  which  station  and  postoffice 
have  been  named  in  his  honor,  is  a native  of  Wash- 
ington county,  R.  I.,  born  in  Richmond,  June  22, 
1828,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
New  England. 

Lodowick  Hawksie  came  to  America  from 
Scotland  soon  after  1650.  He  is  first  heard  of  as 
serving  out  his  time  with  one  John  Dexter,  to 
whom  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade 
in  the  town  of  Sandwich,  Mass.  When  his  time 
was  out  he  began  business  for  himself  as  a hatter 
in  Spring  Hill,  Mass.  He  was  one  of  the  well  known 
residents  of  Sandwich  in  his  time,  and  is  of  record 
in  that  town  as  serving  in  numerous  capacities  as  a 
public-spirited  and  patriotic  citizen.  He  helped  to 
distribute  powder  to  the  militia,  being  a musketeer 
who  went  to  Yarmouth  to  the  general  muster  in 
July,  1660.  He  was  admitted  a townsman  by  vote 
of  the  town  Feb.  3,  1675,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidel- 
ity July  II,  1678.  In  1691,  he  with  two  others  was 
appointed  to  lay  out  custom  lands.  He  married  in 
October,  1664,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  John  Pres- 
bury,  and  they  settled  on  the  south  side  of  Spring 
Hill.  They  had  a large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  the  fourth  son  and  fifth  child  was  John 
Hoxsie. 

John  Hoxsie,  son  of  Lodowick,  born  in  March, 
1677,  died  in  1767.  He  settled  in  what  was  then 
Westerly,  R.  I.  He  married  (first)  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Experience  (Harper)  Hull,  and 
(second)  Ann  Richmond,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Richmond.  The  children  by  the  first 
wife  were:  John,  born  April  ii,  1704;  Joseph, 
Feb.  25,  1708;  Solomon,  Dec.  11,  1711;  Stephen, 
Nov.  28,  1713;  Benjamin,  April  14,  1716.  The 
only  child  by  the  second  wife,  who  died  in  1745, 
was  Edward,  born  April  20,  1736. 

Joseph  Hoxsie,  son  of  John,  born  Feb.  25, 


1708,  married  Oct.  17,  1728,  jirobably  in  North 
Kingstown,  as  his  marriage  is  of  record  there,  Deb- 
orah Babcock,  and  their  children  of  Richmond,  R. 
I.,  town  record  were:  Joseph,  born  IVIay  15, 
1729;  Job,  May  21,  1731;  Mary,  Sept.  19,  1733; 
Jeremiah,  Nov.  8,  1735;  John,  Jan.  22,  1737; 

Thomas,  May  25,  1740;  Samuel,  Dec.  25,  1742; 
Simeon,  July  31,  1745;  and  Elijah,  Oct.  4.  1748. 
Joseph  Hoxsie  died  April  5,  1815. 

Elijah  Hoxsie,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  Oct.  4, 
1748,  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  his  life  was 
spent.  Among  his  numerous  children  was  a son. 
Job. 

Job  Hoxsie,  son  of  Elijah,  was  born  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  North  Kingstown,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  made  farming  his  life  occupation,  be- 
ing the  owner  of  seventy-five  acres  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Richmond,  which  was  his  home  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  was  a man  noted  for 
his  honesty  and  thrift,  and  his  many  years  of  hard 
labor  resulted  in  the  leaving  of  a handsome  com- 
petency to  his  family  at  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  his  sixty-seventh  year,  his  burial  taking  place  in 
the  family  plot  on  the  farm  in  Richmond.  He  was 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  Dorr  during  the  early  forties.  Job 
Hoxsie  married  Martha  Wilcox,  daughter  of  John 
Wilcox,  who  through  a long  life  proved  a loving 
and  faithful  helpmate  and  reared  a large  family 
as  follows:  Rhoda,  who  married  Nathan  iMoore, 
of  Richmond:  Anna  Eliza,  who  died  single:  Elijah, 
who  died  on  the  old  homestead  ; Cottrell  F. ; Sarah, 
who  married  Preston  Arnold,  of  Richmond  ; Job, 
who  married  Eunice  Nichols,  of  Exeter;  John  O., 
who  married  Eliza  Sherman ; George,  who  died 
single  : Hannah,  who  married  Charles  Champlin,  of 
Providence ; and  iMartha,  who  married  Lafayette 
Thornton,  and  resides  in  M^arwick. 

Cottrell  F.  Hoxsie  attended  the  local  schools  of 
his  native  place,  finding  employment  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons  on  the  home  farm,  and  attending  the 
district  school  during  the  winter.  He  became  a 
good  mathematician,  reader  and  penman,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  taught  school  in  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond, continuing  two  years.  He  then  spent  one 
season  at  farm  labor  in  North  Providence  with  his 
cousin,  John  Wilcox.  i\Ir.  Hoxsie  next  removed  to 
the  town  of  Cranston,  where  he  found  employment 
at  one  dollar  per  day,  with  J.  A.  Endlong,  as  fore- 
man. remaining  there  for  about  four  years,  when 
he  bought,  in  1857,  a tract  of  twenty-five  acres  near 
the  site  of  his  present  home,  which  he  cleared, 
and  here  two  years  later  embarked  in  the 
market  gardening  business.  By  faithful  ap- 
plication to  his  work  he  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing a good  business,  and  from  time  to  time 
purchased  more  land,  until  he  had  accumulated  325 
acres,  most  of  which  he  put  under  cnltivation.  He 
became  the  largest  market  gardener  in  his  section 
of  Kent  county,  finding  a ready  market  for  his  pro- 
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duce  in  Providence  and  Boston,  and  made  a spe- 
cialty of  musk  melons,  which  he  shipped  daily  to 
the  Boston  markets. 

i\Ir.  Hoxsie  has  labored  hard,  and  his  labors 
have  been  rewarded.  He  is  considered  one  of  War- 
wick's most  substantial  men,  and  his  means  have 
come  to  him  honestly,  through  industry,  progres- 
siveness and  fair  dealings.  Although  often  urged 
to  let  his  name  be  used  as  a candidate  for  public 
office,  he  has  never  found  time  to  devote  to  poli- 
tics, preferring  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his 
business  and  his  family.  He  has,  however,  done 
everything  in  his  power  to  further  the  interests  of 
his  town,  donating  the  land  for  the  street  extension 
to  Hoxsie  Station,  wdiich  he  cut  through  alone. 
He  also  gave  the  land  on  which  the  Hoxsie  Sta- 
tion is  now’  standing.  He  is  very  charitably  dis- 
posed, and  has  given  of  his  time  and  means  in  as- 
sisting those  less  fortunate  than  he.  A great 
reader,  i\Ir.  Hoxsie  is  never  happier  than  when  in- 
dulging in  a favorite  author,  although  he  is  also 
very  fond  of  out-door  life  and  of  horses,  dogs  and 
other  animals.  He  is  very  well-preserved  for  his 
years,  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  his  venerable 
figure  is  a well  known  one  on  the  streets  of  War- 
wick, where  he  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him. 

On  June  12,  1853,  Mr.  Hoxsie  was  married  by 
Elder  E.  F.  Locke,  his  wife’s  uncle,  to  Mary  Susan 
Sheldon  Moore,  born  in  Exeter,  June  9,  1831, 

daughter  of  James  Sheldon  and  Mercy  J.  (Locke) 
Moore.  Mrs.  Hoxsie  is  a lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, and  is  much  devoted  to  her  husband  and 
family.  She  and  Mr.  Hoxsie  celebrated  their  Gol- 
den Wedding,  surrounded  by  their  children  and 
friends.  Five  children  w'ere  born  to  Mr.  and 
jMrs.  Hoxsie,  namely;  Mercie  Ellen,  a talented 
musician,  at  home;  Frank  Edwin,  a traveling  sales- 
man, residing  in  New  York;  Ralph  M.,  a jeweler 
in  New  York;  Clara  Frances,  who  married 
Oct.  17,  1903,  Joseph  Harris  Potter,  a jeweler  of 
Providence,  and  a son  of  John  and  Jennie  Potter; 
and  Clark  Sheldon,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Pot- 
ter, like  her  sister,  is  a lady  of  much  charm  of 
manner,  and  has  traveled  extensively. 

The  IMoore  family,  like  that  of  Hoxsie,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  ones  of  the  South  County,  and  originated 
in  John  Moore,  a cooper  by  trade,  who  emigrated 
from  England.  He  and  his  wife,  Mercy  Easton, 
who  was  also  of  English  birth,  removed  from  New- 
port to  what  is  now  the  town  of  Richmond,  and  he 
bought  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Richmond  in 
1704,  from  John  Hoxsie.  In  1728  John  Moore  was 
a freeman  of  Westerly.  He  survived  his  wife,  and 
died  and  was  buried  in  Richmond  in  1753,  and  in 
1903  a cenotaph  in  his  memory  was  erected  in  the 
Friends'  Burial  Ground  in  Richmond,  by  his  great- 
great-grandson,  Benjamin  Barber  Moore.  The 
children  of  John  and  Mercy  (Easton)  Moore  were; 
Robert.  Steidien,  George  and  David. 

David  Moore,  son  of  John,  was  born  Sept.  13, 


1721,  in  the  town  of  Richmond  (then  Westerly) 
and  died  Dec.  5,  1805.  He  lived  on  the  homestead 
of  his  father  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a far- 
mer, was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
was  drawn  for  service  in  the  Continental  army,  his 
son,  Silas,  serving  in  his  stead.  On  Nov.  24,  1745, 
he  was  married,  by  Elder  John  Hicks,  to  Mary 
(Barber)  James,  wddow  of  Thomas  James,  and 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Annie  Barber.  She  was 
born  in  1721,  in  Richmond,  and  died  Feb.  28,  1808. 
Their  children  were ; Phebe,  Mercy,  David,  Eliza- 
beth, Amey  (who  died  young),  Amey  (2),  Mary, 
John  (who  died  young),  John  (2),  and  Silas. 

Silas  Moore,  son  of  David,  born  Nov.  14,  1759, 
in  Richmond,  R.  L,  served  in  the  expedition  against 
Newport.  On  Sept.  3,  1832,  he  applied  for  a pen- 
sion, and  was  granted  one  for  two  years’  service  in 
the  Continental  army  under  Captain  Church  and 
Colonel  Potter.  He  was  an  extensive  land  owner  in 
Richmond,  was  at  various  times  a constable,  deputy 
sheriff  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  a man 
highly  respected  in  the  community  and  revered  by 
his  descendants,  nearly  every  family  of  them  nam- 
ing a child  for  him.  He  died  May  5,  1854,  aged 
ninety-four  years,  five  months,  twenty-one  days. 
On  March  7,  1780,  he  married  Chloe  Phillips,  who 
was  born  in  1760,  daughter  of  Bartholomew  and 
Elizabeth  (Bailey)  Phillips,  and  died  Jan.  4,  1838. 
Their  children  were ; Nathan,  Mar}9  Elizabeth, 
Jerusha,  Mercy,  Silas,  David  and  Bartholomew. 

Nathan  Moore,  son  of  Silas,  was  born  May  i, 
1782,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1862.  _ He  was  called 
Squire  Moore,  being  a trial  justice,  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  in  1840  removed  to  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  his  grandson,  Bradford  Barber  Moore. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  married 
Dec.  22,  1803,  to  Mary  M.  Sheldon,  who  was  born 
July  18,  1786,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Moore)  Sheldon,  and  died  in  1876.  They  had  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  reached 
manhood  and  womanhood,  their  dates  of  birth  and 
death  being  as  follows ; James  S.,  born  Aug.  29, 
1805,  lOj  1875;  Chloe  P.,  born  April  17, 

1807,  died  Jan.  9,  1889;  Deborah,  born  July  27, 
1809,  died  April  19,  1876;  Elizabeth  S.,  born  June 
3,  1811,  died  Dec.  21,  1883;  Silas  E.,  born  May  2, 
1813,  died  July  ii,  1846;  Nathan,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  6, 
1815,  died  May  18,  1893;  Bartholomew,  born  May 
17,  1818,  died  Feb.  25,  1841  : Mary  A.,  born  Nov. 
9,  1820,  died  June  19,  1853;  Isaac  S.,  born  Jan.  16, 
1823,  died  Feb.  20,  1855;  Davis  C.,  born  May  25, 
1825,  died  April  2,  1899;  and  Benjamin  B.,  born 
Sepfi  14,  1827,  died  June  9,  1903. 

Capt.  James  Sheldon  Moore,  son  of  Nathan  and 
father  of  Mrs.  Hoxsie,  was  born  Aug.  29,  1805,  on 
the  homestead  in  Richmond,  R.  L,  where  he  spent 
his  life  engaged  in  agricultural  ])ursuits.  He  was 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  a lifelong  member  and 
active  worker  in  tbe  Queen  River  Baptist  Church 
Association.  He  and  his  wife  were  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  His  death  oc- 
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curred  on  his  farm  Jan,  10,  1875,  his  age  being 
sixty-nine  years,  four  months,  twelve  days,  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  family  plot,  but  was  later 
moved  to  the  North  Burying  Ground,  Providence. 
Mr,  Moore  married  Mercy  J,  Locke,  born  in  Rich- 
mond, daughter  of  Joshua  and  Waitie  (Sheldon) 
Locke,  and  she  died  in  Providence,  Aug.  18,  1902, 
aged  ninety-one  years.  She  was  buried  beside  her 
husband.  Their  children  were : Mary  Susan  Sheldon, 
who  married  Cottrell  F.  Hoxsie ; Waitie  J.,  who 
resides  in  Providence ; Hannah  B.,  who  married 
Edwin  B.  Grinned,  of  Providence;  Benjamin 
Franklin,  station  agent  and  postmaster  at  Hoxsie 
Station,  who  married  Mary  A.  Sisson,  of  Exeter; 
and  Lilia  Estelle,  who  married  Frank  Anthony,  and 
resides  in  Providence. 

ARTHUR  WALLACE  STEERE,  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  men  of 
Smithfield,  where  he  has  extensive  interests,  is  a 
descendant  of  a family  that  is  an  old  and  numerous 
one  in  that  section  of  Rhode  Island.  Tracing  back 
to  the  first  generation  of  the  name  in  America,  we 
find  the  record  as  follows : 

(I)  John  Steere,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  1634  in  England.  He  is 
of  record  in  Providence  in  1660,  on  May  9th  of 
which  year  he  was  granted  land  for  a house.  In 
1660  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Wickenden,  his  intention  of  marriage  being 
published  Oct.  27th  of  that  year.  He  was  accepted 
as  townsman  Feb.  18,  1661,  was  town  sergeant  in 
1663,  and  made  a freeman  in  1672.  He  died  Aug. 
27,  1724,  and  his  wife  later  than  1705.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Sarah,  Dinah,  Thomas,  James, 
Ruth,  William,  Anne  and  Samuel. 

(H)  Samuel  Steere  was  born  not  far  from 
1673.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Everden)  Field,  who  had  removed  from 
Providence  to  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  John  Field,  the  immigrant  settler.  Mr. 
Steere  seems  to  have  lived  in  both  Smithfield  and 
Glocester.  He  seems  to  have  pursued  a quiet  and 
steady  course  of  life,  and  died  Oct.  18,  1745.  at  a 
little  over  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  children 
were : Urania ; a son  that  died  young ; Anthony, 
born  Dec.  14,  1716;  Jonah,  born  in  January,  1720: 
Jeremiah,  born  Feb.  22.  1722;  John,  horn  about 
1729;  and  Samuel,  born  Nov.  12,  1731. 

(HI)  Jonah  Steere,  born  in  January,  1720,  in 
the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  married  Dec.  10,  1741. 
Lydia  Whipple,  who  was  born  in  1725,  daughter  of 
Job  and  Lydia  (Harding)  Whipple.  Mr.  Steere 
had  land  deeded  to  him  by  his  brother  Anthony  in 
1746,  which  was  located  in  Glocester.  This  land, 
which  embraced  about  seventy  acres,  was  probably 
that  occupied  by  his  father,  and  was  situated  on  the 
road  from  Greenville  to  Harmony.  Jonah  Steere 
was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony  May  6, 
1746.  He  was  highly  respected  and  honored  by 
being  made  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  a fre- 


quent member  of  the  town  council.  He  was  one  of 
those  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1780, 
from  the  town  of  Glocester,  to  receive  recruits.  He 
died  April  14,  1798,  and  his  wife  in  1779.  Their 
children  were:  Hannah,  born  April  15,  1743; 

Samuel,  Jan.  13,  1744-45;  Simeon,  Feb.  26,  1746- 
47;  Job,  March  21,  1749;  Lydia,  Feb.  14,  1751; 
Anne,  Jan.  21,  1753;  Drusilla,  Oct.  10,  1754;  Asa, 
Sept.  28,  1757;  Abigail,  Oct.  27,  1759;  Nicholas, 
Jan.  27,  1763;  and  Nehemiah,  April  17,  1765. 

(IV)  Deacon  Asa  Steere,  born  Sept.  28, 
1757,  married  Mary  Irons,  born  Oct.  25,  1762, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Waterman) 
Irons.  Mr.  Steere  lived  about  three  miles  from 
Harmony,  within  the  town  of  Glocester.  He  at- 
tended the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  at  Chepachet, 
in  which  connection  he  was  much  respected,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  deacon  in  this  church.  In  1784 
Deacon  Steere  purchased  forty-five  acres  of  George 
E.  and  Mary  Howland,  and  in  1794  twenty  acres 
west  of  his  house  from  his  brother.  Job  Steere,  and 
he  also  had  other  land.  He  died  Jan.  31,  1835,  in 
his  seventy-eighth  year,  his  widow  passing  away 
Aug.  21,  1840,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  nine 
months,  twenty-six  days.  Their  children  were : 
Riley,  born  Jan.  17,  1783;  Abigail,  April  15,  1785; 
Lucina,  Dec.  22,  1786;  Jonah,  Dec.  14,  1788;  Ly- 
dia, March  25,  1790;  Hannah  W.,  July  20,  1792; 
Samuel,  Jan.  29,  1795;  Whipple,  Oct.  16,  1796; 
and  Job,  Nov.  16,  1799. 

(V)  Riley  Steere  was  born  in  Glocester,  and 

was  a wheelwright,  an  occupation  he  followed  un- 
til his  death,  Nov.  17,  1863.  His  residence  was  in 
Harmony,  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  turnpike 
road.  He  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Scituate.  Riley  Steere  first  married 
Nancy  Hunt,  who  was  born  in  February,  1790,  and 
died  Jan.  21,  1826.  He  was  married  (second)  Jan. 
I,  1832,  to  Lovina  Goldthwaite,  who  died  Feb.  29, 
1864.  His  four  children,  all  by  his  first  marriage, 
were:  (i)  Charles  H.,  born  Aug.  8,  1810,  was  a 
carpenter  and  farmer,  and  lived  his  whole  life  at 
Glocester.  He  married  Mehetible  A.  Tourtellot, 
and  they  had  four  children,  Mary  Ann,  Charles  E. 
(died  in  infancy),  Edwin  Nelson,  and  Hannah  C. 
(who  died  in  infancy).  Of  these,  Edwin  Nelson 
married  (first)  Emily  V.  Wakefield,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  Frederick  K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years.  His  second  wife  was  Josephine  E. 
Wilcox,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  two  daughters, 
Ann  D.  and  Eva  May,  both  of  whom  are  married 
and  reside  in  Norwich,  Conn.  (2)  Mary  Ann  Ev- 
ans, born  Nov.  5,  1812,  died  Nov.  7,  1823.  (3) 

Nelson,  born  Aug.  23,  1815,  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  died  there  June  22,  1862,  leaving  children. 
(4)  Seth  Hunt  was  born  Dec.  19,  1825. 

(VI)  Seth  Hunt  Steere  was  born  in  Harmony, 
R.  I.,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  For  a short 
period  in  his  youth  he  worked  at  the  trade  of 
painter,  but  after  his  marriage  he  located  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Seth  H.,  on  the 
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Snake  Hill  road,  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  14,  1884,  he  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Harmony.  In  addition  to  farming  Mr. 
Steere  was  engaged  in  an  extensive  wood  business, 
getting  out  firewood  and  timber,  and  for  a long 
period  did  a large  business  in  this  line.  He  also 
owned  a large  and  productive  farm  in  Scituate. 
He  was  a member  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  at  Greenville,  and  took  much  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  Steere  was  married  Feb.  23,  1851,  to  Lucy 
L.  Smith,  who  was  born  Feb.  21,  1831,  in  Glocester, 
daughter  of  Gideon  and  Lucy  (Bowen)  Smith.  She 
died  June  17,  1898.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Lucy  Emma,  born  April  23,  1852,  married  Jan.  28, 
1872,  James  B.  Coman,  a mason  by  trade,  and  they 
reside  in  Glocester,  near  the  homestead ; their  one 
son,  Charles  B.,  married  Grace  Newcomb,  and  they 
have  one  child.  Hazel  B.  Hannah  Lucine,  born 
Aug.  2,  1853,  died  Aug.  28,  1898,  unmarried. 

Warren  Hunt,  born  Oct.  9,  1855,  is  a traveling 
salesman,  and  resides  in  I’rovidence.  He  married  in 
1883,  Adelaide  S.  Phillips,  and  they  have  had  chil- 
dren, Howard  Warren,  Theodore  B.  (deceased), 
iMarion,  Bertha,  and  Grace  (the  latter  deceased). 
Seth  Herbert,  born  Nov.  21,  1857,  is  a farmer  in 
Glocester ; he  married  Lillie  King,  and  they  have 
had  children,  Herbert  (deceased),  Gladys  K., 
Oscar  H.  and  Walter  E.  Lucius  Bowen,  born 
Sept.  27,  1861,  a farmer  in  Glocester,  married  Ella 
Steere,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lucius  Bryon.  Ar- 
thur Wallace  was  born  Sept.  3,  1865.  Patience 
Smith,  born  Feb.  11,  1868,  graduated  from  the  At- 
lantic School  of  Osteopathy,  at  Philadelphia,  and 
is  engaged  in  practice  at  Springfield,  iNIass.  Asa 
Gideon,  born  Sept.  7,  1871,  a stone-cutter,  residing 
at  Greenville,  married  Lena  Smith,  now  deceased, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Lucy  L. 

(\TI)  Arthur  Wallace  Steere  was  born  Sept. 
3,  1865,  on  the  homestead  farm,  in  Glocester,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  work.  Until  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  remained  at  home  and  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  then  went  to  North  Scituate,  where  for 
three  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaming.  After  his 
first  marriage  he  located  on  his  present  farm,  later 
])urchasing  it  of  the  heirs  of  his  father-in-law,  Da- 
vid Brayton.  Mr.  Steere  is  engaged  at  farming  on 
an  extensive  scale,  and  also  conducts  a large  dairy, 
having  more  than  one  hundred  cows,  and  disposing 
of  his  milk  at  wholesale.  He  is  largely  interested 
also  in  the  lumber  business,  getting  out  ties,  poles, 
etc.,  and  operates  two  portable  sawmills.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  enterprises  he  also  does  a very  large 
teaming  business,  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  different 
enterprises  gives  regular  employment  to  twenty- 
five  men.  and  at  times  to  as  many  as  150.  His 
teaming  business  requires  twenty-five  horses.  He 
is  a very  large  owner  of  jwojierty,  some  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  lying  in  the  towns  of  Foster, 
Burrillville,  Scituate,  Glocester,  Johnston  and 
Smithfield. 


Mr.  Steere  was  married  (first)  in  Scituate  to 
Sarah  J.  Brayton,  who  was  born  Aug.  13,  1867,  in 
PMster,  R.  I.,  a daughter  of  David  and  Phoebe 
Brayton.  Mrs.  Steere  died  Sept.  4,  1892.  Mr. 
Steere  was  married  (second)  Jan.  24,  1894,  to 
Mamie  E.  Farrar,  of  Smithfield,  daughter  of  Miles 
and  Annie  Farrar,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Seth  Hunt,  born  Jan.  24,  1895,  and  Arthur  Wal- 
lace, Jr.,  born  May  7,  1905. 

In  politics  Mr.  Steere  is  a Republican.  He  be- 
longs to  Temple  Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Greenville,  and  Scituate  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  at 
North  Scituate.  He  attends  the  Free  Baptist 
Church  at  Greenville. 

'"TEFFT.  The  Tefft  family  of  North  Kings- 
town, as  represented  by  the  children  of  Stephen 

H.  Tefft,  is  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  South- 
ern Rhode  Island. 

Stephen  Tefft,  father  of  Stephen  H.,  was  one  of 
the  best  known  farmers  of  his  generation.  For 
many  years  he  lived  on  the  Jencks  farm  in  South 
Kingstown,  later  buying  the  Barbours  Heights 
farm  in  North  Kingstown.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Browning,  a descendant  of  another  old  Rhode  Is- 
land family. 

Stephen  H.  Tefft  was  born  in  South  Kings- 
town, and  died  Jan.  25,  1892,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  i\Irs.  William  E.  Nichols,  in  Lincoln,  R. 

I.  The  schools  he  attended  in  boyhood  were  held 
in  neighboring  farm  houses,  and  his  boyhood  days 
were  passed  on  the  farm.  On  Jan.  25,  1849, 
married  Phoebe  W'eeden  Watson,  daughter  of  Free- 
man Perry  Watson,  and  of  the  sixth  generation 
of  the  \\"atson  family.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children  : Freeman  Perry  Watson,  Feb. 
3,  1850;  Phebe  Anna  Watson;  Stephen  Frank, 
March  14,  1855;  and  Arnold  Hazard,  born  Aug. 
25-  1857.  In  1847  Tefft  removed  to  the  Bar- 
bours Heights  farm,  and  there  took  his  bride  in 
1849.  T'or  3 number  of  years  Mr.  Tefft  was  presi- 
dent of  the  town  council  of  North  Kingstown,  and 
was  a member  of  the  first  board  of  asses.sors  of  the 
District  of  Narragansett.  At  one  time  he  was 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Militia.  In  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  he  engaged  in  the  market  business  at 
Narragansett  Pier. 

Freem.\n  Perry  W.\tson  Tefft  was  born  on 
the  Barbours  Heights  farm,  Feb.  3,  1850,  and  re- 
ceived his  schooling  in  the  public  schools  of  North 
Kingstown,  and  the  Cheshire  Academy  in  Con- 
necticut. In  March,  1868,  he  began  keeping  books 
for  William  C.  Caswell,  at  Narragansett  Pier,  but 
in  the  following  July  was  compelled  to  give  up  the 
position  on  account  of  illness.  The  year  of  1869 
he  spent  at  home,  and  July  17,  1870,  he  went  to  the 
“Atlantic  House’’  at  Narragansett  Pier,  remaining 
there  as  clerk  for  nine  years,  and  as  steward  for 
two  years.  From  1880  to  1885  he  ran  the  “Elm- 
wood House,’’  and  from  the  latter  year  until  1891 
the  “Revere  House"  at  Narragansett  Pier.  From 


RHODE 

1891  to  1899  conducted  the  “Prospect  House” 
and  the  “Bay  Voyage,”  on  the  Island  of  James- 
town, and  also  ran  a club  for  a St.  Louis  syndicate. 
In  October,  1899,  iMr.  Tefft  returned  to  the  Bar- 
bours Heights  farm,  and  began  to  build  the  “Bar- 
bours Heights  Cottage,”  which  he  opened  for  busi- 
ness in  1900.  This  is  one  of  the  most  charming 
resorts  along  the  shore,  and  is  located  on  high  land 
near  Plum  Beach,  overlooking  Narragansett  Bay. 
This  place  is  about  a mile  from  Hamilton,  and  is 
reached  by  the  Sea  View  line  of  electric  cars.  The 
house  is  modern  in  every  respect,  has  broad  piaz- 
zas, hot  water  heat,  and  every  room  has  a water 
view.  The  cottage  is  about  600  feet  from  the 
beach.  Barbours  Heights  farm  consists  of  190 
acres,  and  furnishes  fresh  milk  and  vegetables  to 
the  patrons  of  the  cottage.  The  beach  is  free  from 
dangerous  surf  and  undertow,  making  it  a safe 
bathing  place  for  children.  The  trips  from  here 
by  trolley  or  by  boat  to  Narragansett  Pier,  Saun- 
derstown.  Old  Wickford  and  Newport,  bringing 
within  a short  ride  so  many  places  of  historic  in- 
terest, add  to  the  pleasures  of  vacation  days  many 
memories  which  will  linger  for  years. 

Mr.  Tefft  was  married  (first)  at  Narragansett 
Pier,  to  Mattie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abijah 
Browning,  of  the  “Atlantic  House,”  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union : Abijah  Browning, 
and  Mattie  E.,  both  deceased.  Mr.  Tefft’s  second 
marriage  occurred  at  the  “Elmwood  House”  at 
Narragansett  Pier,  where  he  was  united  to  Izitte 
Cole,  daughter  of  Benjamin  E.  and  Caroline  E. 
(Burlingame)  Gardiner.  Two  children  were  born 
to  this  union:  Stephen  Benjamin,  Aug.  22,  1885; 
and  Freeman  Perry,  Sept.  5,  1890.  Mr.  Tefft 
served  as  a member  of  the  first  council  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Narragansett. 

Phebe  Anna  Watson  Tefft,  daughter  of 
Stephen  H.  Tefft,  was  married  at  Narragansett 
Pier,  Oct.  31,  1877,  to  William  Edward,  son  of 
Isaac  Nichols,  and  the  following  day  removed  to 
Lincoln,  R.  L,  where  Mr.  Nichols  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
town  council  of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols 
have  had  these  children : Harry  Clifton,  born  April 
26,  1884,  died  Aug.  14,  1888;  Arthur  Carlton,  born 
Feb.  21,  1890;  and  Walter  Edward,  born  April  2, 
1895. 

Stephen  Frank  Tefft,  son  of  Stephen  H., 
was  born  March  14,  1855.  His  early  school  days 
were  passed  in  North  Kingstown  and  at  the  Chesh- 
ire Academy  in  Connecticut.  For  six  years  he 
lived  on  the  Barbours  Heights  farm,  in  North 
Kingstown,  and  for  twelve  years  resided  in  the 
town  of  Lincoln.  He  spent-  eight  years  on  the 
John  A.  Browning  farm  in  North  Kingstown,  and 
then  removed  to  the  Hiscox  farm  at  Hamilton, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  thrifty  farmers  in  North  Kingstown,  and  has 
taken  particular  interest  in  breeding  a fine  herd 
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of  Ayrshire  cattle.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ayr- 
shire Association. 

■ On  Feb.  21,  1878,  Mr.  Stephen  F.  Tefft  mar- 
ried Sarah  P.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Caro- 
line F.  (Burlingame)  Gardiner,  and  they  have  had 
two  children:  (i)  Mary  E.,  horn  May  2,  1879, 
married  (first)  Walter  Keene,  and  (second)  John 
W.  Bicknell,  Jr.,  and  has  two  children,  Aland  T. 
Keene,  born  Nov.  22,  1895 ; and  Frank  E.  Bick- 
nell, born  Feb.  15,  1902.  (2)  Clara  F.  was  born 

April  23,  1888. 

Arnold  Hazard  Tefft,  son  of  Stephen  H.,  was 
born  Aug.  25,  1857,  and  was  educated  in  North 
Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  at  the  Cheshire  Academv  in 
Connecticut.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  poultry 
raisers  in  the  State,  and  resides  at  Davisville.  He 
married  (first)  Jessie  Alacomber,  and  (second) 
Jennie  H.  Tourjee.  One  son  was  born  to  the  sec- 
ond marriage,  William  Hazard,  Feb.  i,  1887. 

AlILLER  (Bristol  branch).  Since  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  the  Alillers  of  Bristol — or  per- 
haps it  should  be  said  of  Warren  and  Bristol,  for 
the  earlier  family  was  of  Warren — have  figured 
prominently  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  es- 
pecially conspicuous  was  Gen.  Nathan  Aliller,  of 
Warren,  during  the  Revolution  and  the  period  just 
following  it.  Air.  Aliller  receiving  in  October,  1775, 
the  appointment,  at  the  hands  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, of  Commissary  of  Troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brig.  Gen.  Esek  Hopkins,  who  was  sta- 
tioned on  Rhode  Island.  In  1779  Air.  Aliller  was 
made  a brigadier  general,  and  placed  in  command 
of  the  militia  of  Newport  county.  He  was  chosen 
a delegate  in  1786,  to  represent  Rhode  Island  in 
the  Continental  Congress.  Nelson  Aliller,  too,  saw 
much  active  service  in  the  Revolution,  serving  in 
all,  it  has  been  stated,  .some  six  years.  He  was  at 
Bunker  Hill,  was  at  Trenton  and  Princeton  under 
Washington,  at  A'alley  Forge,  and  also  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown. 
Alore  recent  generations  of  the  family  have  filled 
high  and  honorable  public  positions  in  the  town  and 
State,  and  others  have  no  less  creditably  acquitted 
themselves  on  the  adjacent  Rhode  Island  water 
courses  in  the  maritime  service,  as  commanders 
and  masters  of  vessels. 

The  name  has  been  made  a familiar  one  in 
W'arren  and  Bristol  through  the  lives  and  work  of 
such  men  as  Nelson  Aliller,  Capt.  James  Aliller,  a 
son  of  Nelson,  and,  among  the  latter’s  sons,  Capt. 
Augustus  Nelson  Aliller,  for  many  years  in  the 
maritime  service  in  various  capacities ; Hon.  Wdl- 
liam  Jones  Aliller,  journalist,  former  collector  of 
the  ports  of  Warren  and  Bristol,  often  a delegate 
to  the  National  conventions,  and  a number  of  times 
a representative  from  Bristol  in  the  General  As- 
.sembly  of  the  State,  and  as  well  a prominent  Odd 
Fellow;  and  James  Allen  Aliller,  long  a substantial 
business  man  and  leading  citizen  of  Bristol.  With 
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these  men  and  their  ancestry  it  is  the  purpose  of 
this  article  to  deal  briefly. 

(I)  John  Millard  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  are 
the  earliest  ancestors  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have 
any  knowledge.  He  died  about  1668,  and  his 
widow.  Elizabeth,  in  April,  1680. 

(II)  Robert  Millerd  married  Elizabeth  Sabin. 

(III)  Robert  Miller,  Jr.,  son  of  Robert,  was 
born  in  1666,  and  he  died  Aug.  17,  1710.  He  mar- 
ried Charity  Thurber.  These  three  generations 
are  buried  in  a cemetery  east  of  Warren.  Their 
tombstones  are  together,  the  names  being  spelled 
differently,  as  given  in  the  foregoing. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Miller,  born  in  Rehoboth,  in 
1706,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1747.  He 
married  Mehetible  Thayer,  and  on  her  tombstone 
is  engraved:  iMehetible,  wife  of  Benjamin  Miller, 
died  February  10,  1775,  aged  68  years. 

“An  Angels  Arm  cant  snatch  me  from  the  Grave, 
Legions  of  Angels  cant  confine  me  There.” 

The  family  of  Benjamin  and  Mehetible  Miller 
is  of  record  in  the  town  of  Warren,  R.  L,  as  early 
as  1733,  on  Oct.  20th  of  which  year  their  third 
child,  James,  was  born.  The  record  of  their  other 
children  is  as  follows:  Benjamin,  born  in  Swansea, 
Sept.  21,  1731;  Patience,  born  April  i,  1736; 
Rachel,  May  2,  1738;  IMehetabel,  Sept.  2,  1740; 
Robert,  March  i,  1742-43;  IMary,  March  4,  1744- 
45  : and  Sarah,  Jan.  19,  1746. 

(\')  Benjamin  Miller  (2),  born  Sept.  21,  1731, 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Mehetible,  married  Jan.  10, 
1751  (Warrentown  records),  Hope  Cole,  and  their 
children  were:  Mehetahel  and  Elizabeth  (twins), 
born  June  18,  1753;  Nelson,  July  26,  1755;  and 
Hope,  Nov.  25,  1757. 

(VI)  Nelson  Miller,  born  July  26,  1755,  mar- 
ried Sarab  Allen,  who  was  born  June  20,  1752, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Allen. 
Mr.  Miller  died  March  2,  1840,  aged  eighty-six 
years,  and  Mrs.  Miller  on  June  13,  1838,  aged 
eighty-six  years. 

Nelson  Miller,  then  of  Warren,  enlisted  in  May, 
1775,  for  service  in  the  Revolution  as  a drummer, 
for  the  period  of  eight  months,  under  Capt.  Martin- 
dale,  in  Col.  Thomas  Church’s  regiment.  He  re- 
enlisted in  January,  1776,  for  twelve  months,  as 
drum  major  under  Col.  Henry  Babcock  and  Capt. 
Loring  Peck.  He  again  enlisted  as  drum  major 
in  January,  1777,  for  fifteen  months,  under  Col. 
Crary  and  Capt.  Caleb  Carr.  Pie  participated  in 
the  battle  of  White  Plains. 

(VH)  Capt.  James  Miller,  born  Oct.  10,  1794, 
married  Rebecca  Smith  Munro,  born  Nov.  2,  1794, 
daughter  of  Sylvester  Alunro,  and  their  thirteen 
children  were:  Sarah  M.,  Augustus  N.,  William 
Jones,  Abby  Lindsey,  Rebecca  Smith,  Phebe  S., 
James.  James  Allen,  Isabella  A.,  Hope  Nelsoii, 
IMary  Louisa,  Helen  Marion,  and  Nelson.  Of 
these  children  James  A.  is  the  only  survivor.  Capt. 
Miller  was  occupied  in  maritime  pursuits,  becom- 
ing master  of  packet  sloops  that  plied  in  Narra- 


gansett  Bay  and  Long  Island  Sound.  He  died  in 
Bristol,  Aug.  20,  1846,  aged  fifty-one  years,  and 
his  widow  passed  away  Oct.  14,  1869,  aged  seventy- 
five  years. 

(VHI)  Capt.  Augustus  Nelson  Miller, 
born  Feb.  9,  1816,  in  Bristol,  married  iMarch  2, 
1837,  Harriet  Jones  Waldron,  born  July  9,  1817, 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Troop  and  Jemima 
(Ox.x)  W’aldron,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with 
children  as  follows : Harriet  Augusta,  William 
Edwin,  Abby  Louisa,  and  Henry  Augustus,  all  of 
whom  died  young,  except  Abby  Louisa. 

Capt.  Miller  in  boyhood  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Bristol,  and  as  time  passed,  having 
often  accompanied  his  father  on  the  water  in  his 
youth,  became  a seafaring  man.  After  sailing  and 
gaining  experience  with  his  father,  young  Miller 
became  mate  under  Capt.  Gardner  Willard,  on  the 
sloop  “Willard.”  Later  he  was  master  of  the 
sloops  “Arion,”  “Thomas  Hull”  and  “Midas.” 
Along  about  1849  was  the  pilot  of  the  steamer 
“Empire  State,”  a vessel  plying  between  Fall  River 
and  New  York  City,  and  subsequently  he  was  cap- 
tain of  the  “Old  Colony,”  of  ERwport,  a steamer 
of  the  same  line.  Always  a careful  and  worthy 
seaman, . Capt.  Miller  held  the  confidence  of  his 
employers  and  of  the  traveling  public.  Retiring 
from  the  water  in  about  1870,  Capt.  Miller  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  in  the  quiet  of  his 
comfortable  home,  and  amid  the  scenes  of  his  boy- 
hood, occupying  himself  in  caring  for  his  private 
business  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  family  and 
friends.  Capt.  Miller  had  lived  so  long  in  Bristol — 
and  being  of  an  observing  turn  with  a good  mem- 
ory— that  he  was  authority  on  early  Bristol  families 
and  history.  Many  in  search  for  such  information 
visited  him,  and  they  were  always  interestingly  and 
profitably  entertained. 

When  a young  man  Capt.  Miller  became  a 
member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Provi- 
dence, and  on  the  organization  of  the  United 
Brothers  Lodge,  in  Bristol,  he  identified  himself 
with  it,  becoming  one  of  the  original  members. 
Capt.  Miller  bore  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  and  in  which  his 
almost  eighty-six  years  of  life  were  passed:  He  died 
Dec.  14,  1901.  His  wife  passed  away  May  31, 
1900,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  they  had  lived 
together  in  married  life  for  nearly  sixty-four  years. 
She  was  born  in  Bristol  and  had  always  resided 
there,  was  of  a bright  and  cheering  disposition,  and 
was  known  to  many  in  that  section.  She  was  for 
many  years  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

(VHI)  William  Jones  Miller,  son  of  Capt. 
James  and  brother  of  Capt.  Augustus  N.  Miller, 
iiorn  Jan.  19,  1818,  in  Bristol,  married  in  Decem- 
ber, 1844,  Lydia  Mason  Bushee,  daughter  of 
Luther  Bushee,  of  Providence.  She  died  in  i860, 
and  he  married  (second),  in  the  fall  of  1861,  Abby 
Frances  Luther,  of  Bristol,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Hiram  Luther,  of  that  town.  Three  children  were 
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born  to  the  second  marriage,  the  eldest  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  the  others  are  William  Nelson  and 
Charles  Luther  Miller. 

William  Jones  Miller  in  boyhood  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Bristol  and  was  a clerk  in  the 
store  of  Nathaniel  S.  Greene.  At  fifteen  years  of 
age  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  the  office 
of  the  Bristol  Gazette,  remaining  one  year.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  was  for  about  three  years  a composi- 
tor in  the  office  of  the  Providence  Journal,  and  he 
became  foreman  of  that  department.  As  one  of  the 
firm  of  Low  & Miller,  in  1842,  the  publishers  of 
the  Providence  Daily  Express  and  New  Age,  the 
organs  of  the  Suffrage  and  Constitutional  party, 
Mr.  Miller  took  an  active  part  in  the  political  ex- 
citement of  that  year,  the  Dorr  troubles.  The  pub- 
lication of  these  papers  was  discontinued  in  1843. 
For  four  years  from  1845  Mr.  Miller  was  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Bristol  and  Warren.  Asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Welcome  B.  Sayles  Mr.  Miller  in 
1850  began  the  publication  at  Providence  of  the 
Providence  Daily  and  JVeekly  Post.  Later  the  firm 
became  Sayles,  Miller  & Simons,  this  firm  purchas- 
ing the  Republican  Herald,  the  old  organ  of  the 
Democratic  party.  The  name  of  Sayles  in  the  firm 
was  succeeded  by  that  of  Bradford,  and  this  firm  of 
Bradford,  Miller  & Simons  continued  the  publica- 
tion of  the  papers  until  i86r,  Mr.  Miller,  however, 
continuing  to  be  identified  with  the  paper  until  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Miller  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Polk  in  1844. 
He  was  a delegate  from  Rhode  Island  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Convention  in  1856,  again  in  1864,  and  for 
a third  time  in  1872.  In  1853  he  served  as  first 
clerk  in  the  Flouse  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
Assembly,  and  again  in  1863.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Lower  House  from  Bristol  in  1873  and  1874. 
P'or  several  years  he  was  the  nominee  of  his  party 
for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  State.  He  was 
chosen  a member  of  the  Bristol  town  council  in 
1869,  was  president  of  that  body  for  one  year, 
serving  with  marked  ability.  He  was  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  council  in  1870,  and  served  in  that 
body  for  two  years.  From  1866  to  1876,  and  from 
1879  to  1884,  in  all  seventeen  years,  he  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  school  committee  of  Bristol. 

On  the  organization  of  the  Bristol  Gas  Com- 
pany, in  the  middle  fifties,  Mr.  Miller  was  chosen 
its  secretary  and  superintendent  of  the  works,  re- 
lations he  ever  afterward  sustained  to  the  company. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also  superintendent 
and  treasurer  of  the  Willimantic  (Conn.)  Gas 
Light  Company,  and  the  agent  of  the  Bristol  and 
Warren  Water  Works.  The  Willimantic  Gas 
works  he,  in  connection  with  George  H.  Norman, 
built  in  1857,  and  from  that  time  on  until  his  de- 
cease he  was  treasurer  and  superintendent  of  them. 

The  religious  connections  of  Mr.  Miller  were 
with  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bristol,  he  hav- 
ing united  with  that  church  in  1861.  He  was 
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president  of  the  Society  for  seven  years,  and  for  a 
period  he  was  also  president  of  the  Catholic  Con- 
gregational Society.  In  1844  he  became  a member 
of  Eagle  Lodge,  No.  2,  I.  O.  Q.  F.,  and  passed 
through  all  the  chairs  of  that  lodge.  Renewing  his 
interest  in  Odd  Fellowship  in  1870,  he  became  the 
first  Noble  Grand  of  Lhiited  Brothers  Lodge,  in 
Bristol,  passing  through  all  the  chairs  a second 
time.  He  then  became  a member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  State,  and 
in  1873  was  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  the 
United  States,  representing  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Rhode  Island,  and  served  six  years. 

Mr.  Miller  became  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Historical  Society  in  1873.  After  retiring 
from  journalism  he  devoted  much  time  to  the  study 
of  history,  especially  to  the  history  of  the  Indian 
of  the  State.  In  1874,  1875  and  1876  he  read 
papers  on  this  subject  before  the  State  Historical 
Society.  These  were  afterward  published  in  book 
form.  These  papers  created  a deep  interest  in  the 
society,  and  led  to  the  commemoration  of  the  200th 
Anniversary  of  the  death  of  King  Philip,  by  erect- 
ing a stone  to  mark  the  place  of  "his  death.  ' 

Mr.  Miller  died  at  his  home  in  Bristol  Jan.  29, 
1886,  and  on  that  occasion,  at  the  close  of  an  obitu- 
ary notice,  the  following  comment  appeared  in  the 
Bristol  Phoenix-.  “No  community  loses  such  a 
man  without  regret ; few  men  have  been  more  faith- 
ful in  the  walks  of  life.  The  family  of  Mr.  Miller 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol  will  have  the  sincere 
sympathy  of  those  in  every  part  of  the  State  who 
have  known  and  respected  William  J.  Miller.” 

OLIVER  HENRY  ARNOLD,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
of  Providence,  where  he  is  engaged  in  a large  and 
lucrative  practice,  was  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I., 
June  23,  1841,  and  is  a lineal  descendant  of  two  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Warwick,  R.  L,  the  Arnolds 
and  the  Greenes. 

Oliver  Cromwell  Gorton  Arnold,  son  of  Elijah 
and  Sally  (Gorton)  Arnold  and  father  of  Dr. 
Oliver  H.  Arnold,  of  Providence,  was  born  at  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  and  was  there  educated.  For  many 
years  he  was  boss  mechanic  for  the  Abbott  & 
Saunders  Bleaching  Company,  in  Warwick,  but 
lived  most  of  his  life  in  Coventry.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican,  and  he  served  for  many  years  on 
the  school  committee.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Margaret  Greene,  and  to  them  were  born:  Var- 
num  ; Oliver  Henry ; Lavinia ; Alma  Cooper ; and 
Byron  Herbert,  who  was  deputy  sherifif  of  Provi- 
dence county  for  twenty  years,  and  who  married 
Clara  Palmer,  and  had  three  children,  Byron  O., 
Clara  and  Flora. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Margaret  (Greene)  Arnold  was 
a granddaughter  of  Jacob  Greene,  a brother  of 
Gen.  Nathanael  Greene,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
The  three  brothers,  Jacob,  Dr.  Jabez  and  Nathanael, 
at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  were  carrying  on  farming  at  the  old  home 
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farm,  and  also  engaged  in  the  forging  of  anchors. 
The  remains  of  tlie  forge  were  well  known  to  Dr. 
Arnold  in  the  days  of  his  boyhood.  During  tlTe 
Revolutionary  war  a part  of  the  old  ancestral  farm 
was  used  as  a hospital,  and  some  of  the  soldiers 
were  buried  on  the  farm,  but  have  since  been  re- 
moved to  the  family  burying  gound. 

Dr.  Arnold  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Coventry.  He  attended  Pierce  Academy  at  i\lid- 
dleboro,  .Mass.,  and  Lapham  Institute  at  North 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  afterward  passed  about  three 
vears  at  the  University  Grammar  school  in  Provi- 
dence. He  graduated  from  Brown  Ihhversity  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1865,  and  in  1868  received 
his  A.  M.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  at  Har- 
vard University,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D., 
July  17,  1867.  Arnold  began  the  practice  of 

ids  profession  at  Pawtucket  with  Dr.  Charles  F. 
Manchester,  with  whom  he  remained  for  about 
four  years,  having  also  been  a student  of  Dr.  A.  H. 
Okie,  of  Providence,  and  then  continued  the  i)rac- 
tice  of  his  profession  alone  until  1883,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  which  year  he  went  to  Europe.  He  re- 
mained there  for  two  years  traveling  and  studying 
in  the  hospitals  of  London,  Glasgow,  Paris  and 
X’ienna,  most  of  the  time  in  the  last  mentioned 
place.  On  his  return  in  1885  he  located  in  Provi- 
dence, where  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
Dr.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy.  He  was  a member  of  the  \'isiting 
Board  in  the  Biological  and  Comparative  Anatomy 
Departments  of  Brown  Fdiiversity.  -His  fraternal 
connections  are  with  the  Masons,  and  he  belongs 
to  Nested  Lodge,  No.  37,  A.  F.  & A.  iM. ; Paw- 
tucket Chapter,  R.  A.  i\l..  in  which  he  is  past  high 
priest;  Providence  Council,  No.  i,  R.  & S.  i\l. ; 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery.  K.  T.,  in  which  he 
was  warden  one  year,  and  prelate  three  years.  He 
is  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Paw- 
tucket. 

In  1868  Dr.  Arnold  was  married  to  Ifmma 
Josephine  Ayer,  of  Providence,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam h'.  aiul  Emeline  B.  (Styles)  Ayer.  They 
have  no  children. 

.MONROE  STEERE  INMA.X,  one  of  the  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Burrillville.  descends  from  one  of  the  earliest 
settled  families  of  that  section  of  the  State.  The 
early  history  of  the  family  ai)i)earing  elsewhere 
in  this  record,  this  article  will  refer  only  to  some 
of  the  descendants  of  Edward  Inman,  born  Sept.' 
II,  1789,  son  of  Samuel  and  .\nn  ( Ihiffum)  Inman. 

Edward  Inman  was  born  in  the  Mount  Pleas- 
ant section  of  what  is  now  Burrillville.  and  after 
his  marriage  resided  for  some  years  on  the  farm 
adjoining  the  homestead  of  his  father.  Eater  ho 
purchased  a farm  near  the  present  village  of  Glen- 
dale. and  there  resided  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying 
Oct.  22.  1839,  and  was  buried  in  a jirivate  yard 
on  the  farm  at  this  time  known  as  the  “old  France 
place,”  and  which  was  the  homestead  of  his  father. 


He  attended  the  Friends  Church.  Edward  Inman 
married  Hannah  Steere,  born  .March  21.  1786, 
daughter  of  Enoch  and  Zeruiah  (iMowry)  Steere 
of  Glocester,  and  she  died  Feb.  14,  1858.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  were:  Julia  .Nun.  born 
March  20,  1810,  died  ]ilarch  24,  1832;  iMialma, 
born  Nov.  8,  1811,  married  Jason  Jenckes,  a farmer 
residing  in  Burrillville,  where  she  di'ed  Julv  19, 
1896;  an  infant,  born  Dec.  28,  1814,  died  the  same 
day;  Enoch  T.,  born  Jan.  28,  1816,  died  unmarried 
Oct.  18,  1858;  Alowry  S.,  born  June  14.  1818,  mar- 
ried Sally  iMowry,  was  a farmer  and  resided  in 
Burrillville,  where  he  died  Dec.  5,  1858;  Edward 
Buffum,  born  Oct.  17,  1820,  died  x\ug.  31,  1840; 
Sanford  A.,  born  June  20,  1822,  a farmer  at  Ox- 
ford, Mass.,  married  (first)  iMarion  Saverv  and 
(.Sfecond)  Sophia  Bigelow ; (Jtisv  born  Jan.  12, 
1826,  died  July  12,  1830;  Donison  .A,.,  born  .Aug.  i, 
1827;  and  Margaret  B.,  born  July  27,  1831,  is  the 
widow  of  James  .A.  Burlingame,  and  resides  in 
Burrillville. 

Donison  .Aldrich  Inman,  father  of  iMonroe  S., 
was  born  on  the  farm  near  Glendale,  and  followed 
the  occupation  of  a farmer  all  of  his  life.  .Aft(*r 
his  marriage  he  resided  on  a farm  near  his  birth- 
place for  a time,  and  later  on  a farm  owned  by  his 
father-in-law,  but  after  the  death  of  his  mother  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home 
farm,  and  was  there  residing  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  March  27,  1870.  He  married  Sept.  9,  1846, 
Flannah  Staples  Mowry,  born  Dec.  10,  1824,  in 
Smithfield,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Martha 
(Staples)  Mowry.  IMrs.  Inman  later  married 
Darling  White,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  she  re- 
sides at  the  home  of  her  son,  Lester  E.  Inman,  at 
Bridgeton.  Her  children,  seven  in  number,  were 
all  born  to  her  first  marriage.  The  first  child  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  were:  iMonroe  S.,  born 
.Aug.  16,  1848;  Ida  Amelia,  born  March  21,  1850, 
married  Henry  B.  iMunyon,  a teamster,  and  resides 
at  East  Putnam,  Conn. ; Lois  Lopez,  born  Oct.  18, 
1851,  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  Burrillville, 
where  he  died  July  30,  1893,  leaving  a widow, 
Ellen  ]M.  (Sweet)  Inman,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  .Sarah  T.  (who  married  Philip  Opie  and 
resides  at  Flarrisville) , and  Elmer  Chester  (who 
died  young)  ; IMary  Eliza,  born  Dec.  30.  1854. 
died  Feb.  28,  1891,  unmarried;  Euda  Iona,  born 
Nov.  14.  1856,  married  William  H.  Stewart,  a 
harness  maker,  and  resided  at  Harrisville.  where 
she  died  May  7,  1883,  leaving  one  son,  Leroy 
Clinton;  and  Lester  E.,  born  Dec.  ii,  1860.  married 
(first)  Cora  M.  Bolster,  and  (second)  Frances  H. 
Ela,  by  the  latter  union  having  one  child,  Emma 
Frances.  Lester  E.  Inman  is  a memher  of  the  firm 
of  Inman  & Brooks,  grocers  at  Bridgeton. 

Monroe  Steere  Inman,  the  eldest  surviving  child 
in  the  family  of  Donison  .Aldrich  and  Hannah  S. 
Inman,  was  horn  at  Glendale  and  received  his 
educatkin  in  the  district  school.  He  remained  at 
home  until  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  T.  H.  & .A.  E.  Sweet,  the  well-known 
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butchers  at  Plainvillej  with  whom  he  remained 
until  1882,  several  years  of  which  time  he  looked 
after  the  slaughtering  and  some  of  the  buying  for 
their  market  at  I’ascoag.  In  April,  1884,  he  pur- 
chased that  branch  of  the  business,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  1896,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  re- 
moved to  Providence,  residing  there  until  1901, 
when  he  returned  to  Burrillville,  completing  his 
present  residence  near  Bridgeton  in  the  same  year. 
He  engaged  in  butchering,  building  up  his  pros- 
perous business,  and  now  operates  two  wagons 
through  the  villages  of  Pascoag  and  Bridgeton. 

On  Aug.  5,  1871,  Monroe  Steere  Inman  was 
married  to  Le Valley  Ann  Lovell,  born  Feb.  2,  1853, 
in  North  Smithfield,  daughter  of  George  \Vest- 
cott  and  Lucinda  (Darling)  Lovell,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union : Fred  Lovell,  born 
July  II,  1872,  graduated  from  the  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton Business  College  and  died  Jan.'  ii,  1892;  and 
Leah  Alice,  born  July  4,  1881,  graduated  from  the 
English  High  school  at  Providence  in  1899,  and 
the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  in  1900. 
She  was  married  Jan.  12,  1904,  to  Simon  Sayles 
Lapharn,  Jr.,  an  attorney  at  Providence,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Phyllis,  born  Nov.  5,  1904. 

Monroe  S.  Inman  in  politics  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  is  prominent  in  the  ranks  of  his  party  in 
the  town.  He  represented  Burrillville  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1896  and  1898,  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council  for  several  terms,  and 
is  at  present  a member  of  the  board  of  tax  asses- 
sors. He  is  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  he 
and  his  wife  attend  the  First  Universalist  Church 
at  Harrisville,  to  which  they  are  liberal  contribu- 
tors. 

BRAYTON  (Coventry-Scituate-Cranston  fami- 
lies, line  of  Freeborn).  For  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  the  name  of  Brayton  has  been  a most  famil- 
iar, and  the  family  a continuous,  one  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, closely  identified  with  both  Colonial  and  Com- 
monwealth history.  Since  the  service  for  many 
years  of  the  Hon.  Francis  Brayton,  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  Rhode  Island  family,  in  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly, beginning  with  1669,  there  has  hardly  been 
a time  in  the  history  of  the  Colony  and  State  when 
the  family  has  not  filled  honorable  official  position, 
and  at  times  been  most  conspicuous  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  State ; for  instance  through  the  past 
one  hundred  years,  and  in  the  line  indicated  above 
and  as  well  in  the  line  of  Daniel  Brayton,  there  have 
figured  Hon.  Charles  Brayton,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Rhode  Island,  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court;  Hon. 
George  Arnold  Brayton,  lawyer,  member  of  the 
General  Assembly,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  Chief  Jusfice  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  Hon.  William  Daniel  Brayton,  Quarter- 
master-General of  the  State  Militia,  President  of 
the  Town  Council,  member  of  the  United  States 
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Congress;  Freeborn  Brayton,  the  blacksmith  and 
forger  at  whose  forge  cannon  were  made  for  use 
in  the  Revolution ; his  son  Hon.  Israel  Brayton,  a 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Scituate,  a man  of  good  hard 
sense,  broad  and  liberal,  who  through  a number  of 
sessions  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Assem- 
bly; Israel  Fiske  Brayton  and  James  Munroe  Bray- 
ton, the  latter  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  his  day ; Hon.  Charles  Ray  Bray- 
ton, a distinguished  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  State 
official,  postmaster  of  Providence,  etc. ; and  the 
present  Israel  W.  Brayton,  one  of  the  substantial 
men  and  useful  citizens  of  the  town  of  Cranston. 

Elsewhere  in  this  work  appear  articles  and  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Rhode  Island  Braytons,  the 
purpose  of  this  article  being  to  deal  largely  with  the 
branch  indicated  parenthetically  in  the  foregoing. 
The  arrangement  of  the  following  family  history 
and  genealogy  is  in  chronological  order  from  the 
earliest  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  Erancis  Brayton,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
born  in  1612,  died  in  1692.  His  wife  Mary  died 
soon  after  her  husband,  in  the  same  year,  1692. 
Their  children  were:  Francis,  Mary,  Stephen, 
Martha,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah.  Francis  Brayton 
\vas  received  as  an  inhabitant  of  Portsmouth  in 
1643,  when  his  land  there  is  referred  to.  He  w'as 
made  a freeman  in  1655 ; w^as  commissioner  in 
1662-63 ; oil  Aiig-  10,  1667,  fie  enlisted  in  a troop 
of  horse;  and  was  a deputy  in  the  years  1669-70- 
/i-/g-84.  His  wdll  of  Oct.  17,  1690,  and  proved 
Sept.  5,  1692,  disposes  of  a considerable  estate  and 
mentions  many  children  and  grandchildren. 

(II)  Francis  Brayton,  the  eldest  child  of 
Francis,  died  Jan.  30,  1718.  He  w'as  also  of 
the  town  of  Portsmouth,  where  he  was 
made  a freeman  in  1672.  On  March  18, 
1671,  he  married  Mary  Fish  (or  Fisk), 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Fish.  She  died 
April  4,  1747,  her  will  being  proved  May  ii,  1747. 
Mr.  Brayton  died  Jan.  30,  1718.  His  will,  made 
Jan.  6,  1715,  was  proved  Feb.  10,  1718.  He  left  a 
large  estate,  which  W'as*made  even  greater  by  the 
children  and  widow  after  his  death.  In  his  will  he 
mentions  the  following  children : Francis,  Thomas, 
Benjamin,  Mary  and  Mehitable. 

(HI)  Thomas  Brayton,  the  second  child  and 
eldest  son  of  Francis  (2),  was  born  June  14,  1681, 
and  died  in  1728.  He  married  Aug.  23,  1704,  Mary 
Freeborn,  w-ho  w'as  born  Aug.  24,  1679,  daughter, 
of  Gideon  and  Mary  (Bromer)  Freeborn,  and  died 
in  1761.  They  lived  first  in  Portsmouth  and  then 
in  East  Greenwdeh.  Their  children  were  six  in 
number.  Thomas  Brayton  was  deputy  in  Ports- 
mouth, 1719-21,  and  in  East  Greenwich  from 
1725  to  1727.  His  will  w^as  made  March  ii,  1728, 
and  proved  April  19,  1728;  executors,  wife  Marv 
and  son  Thomas.  “To  son  Thomas  all  lands  and 
housing  in  Portsmouth  (with  exception  of  right  in 
Hunting  Swamp),  he  paying  my  wife  Mary  twenty 
pounds  per  year  when  he  is  of  age,  during  her 
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widowhood.  If  he  die  his  parte  to  go  to  my  sons 
Gideon  and  Francis,  but  till  Thomas  is  21  the  profit 
of  Portsmouth  estate  to  go  toward  finishing  the 
house  in  East  Greenwich  where  I now  live.  To  son 
Gideon  at  21,  farm  where  I dwell  with  housing,  etc. 
To  son  Francis  a farm,  to  daughters  INIary  and 
Hannah,  land  in  Coweset  which  fatherhn-law, 
Gideon  Freeborn,  gave  wife  IMary  in  his  will.  To 
wife  iMary,  the  best  room  in  house  allowed  for  her 
use  by  her  son  Gideon  and  suitable  attendance 
while  "widow  and  firewood  furnished.  To  son 
Thomas,  Negro  boy  ’Pedro.'  To  daughter  Mary 
negro  girl  ‘Jude,’  to  wife  negro  woman  ‘Betty’  and 
all  the  rest  of  land  and  right  in  sloop  ‘Elizabeth  and 
IMary,’  etc.”  The  rest  of  the  personal  property  was 
left  to  his  wife  and  children.  The  inventory  of  his 
estate  was  as  follows : ‘‘943  lb.  5s.  6d.,  viz. : Wear- 
ing apparel,  15  lb.  6s. ; books,  2 lb. ; 5 silver  spoons 
and  four  silver  cups ; pewter  warming  pan ; money 
scales ; negro  ‘Cuff,’  76  lb. ; ’Betty,’  60  lb. ; ‘Jude,  40 
lb.;  ‘Pompo,’  10  lb.;  one  pair  oxen;  one  cow;  one 
heifer ; two  steers ; one  horse ; one  mare ; 20  gal. 
rum,  97  lb.;  log  wood;  and  one-fourth  of  sloop 
‘Elizabeth  and  Marv,’  118  lb.  6s.  ’ 

The  will  of  his  wife,  Alary  Brayton,  daughter 
of  Gideon  Freeborn,  made  July  27,  1756,  was 
proved  Jan.  27,  1761  ; executor,  son  Francis.  “To 
son  Thomas  3 lbs ; to  son  Gideon  40  lbs,  and  pewter 
platter  and  weaving  loom.  To  son  Francis  40 
lbs.  To  daughter  Hannah  Straight  pewter  platter 
and  30  lbs.  To  daughter  Mary  Gifford  30  lbs,  to 
grandsons,  sons  of  Thomas  10  shillings  each  except 
I)avid  and  to  hiin  silver  cup  marked  T.  B.  To  four 
grandsons  sons  of  Gideon  viz.  Thomas,  Gideon, 
Joseph,  and  John,  each  ten  shillings.  To  four 
grandsons,  sons  of  Francis,  viz.  hrancis,  Daniel, 
Benjamin  and  George,  each  ten  shillings  and  to 
hTeeborn  Brayton  my  grandson,  fourth  son  of 
Francis  my  piece  of  silver  money.  To  grandson 
David  Gifford  20  shillings.  To  grandsons  Thomas, 
William,  Henry,  John  and  Job  Straight,  each  thirty 
shillings.  To  grandson  Wjlliam  Straight,  one  ewe 
sheep  also  to  daughters  Alary  Gifford  and  Hannah 
'.Straight  feather  bed  ecpiealy  and  all  wearing  ap- 
parel. To  granddaughter  Elizabeth  Gifford  one 
feather  pillow.  To  each  granddaughter  a pewter 
platter  and  a pewter  spoon  except  Alary  Giffoiil 
who  is  to  have  a pewter  ])latter.  To  children 
Thomas,  Gideon,  Francis  and  Alary  Gifford  and 
Hannah  Straight  the  remainder  of  estate." 

(IV)  Francis  Brayton,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Alary  (Freeborn)  Brayton,  born  Alarch  30,  1721. 
married  Sept.  9,  1742.  Sarah  Phillips,  of  Newport, 
R.  I.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Alartha  Lev- 
alley.  The  children  by  the  first  wife  were ; Fran- 
cis, born  Aug.  15.  T743,  married  Alartha  Atwood; 
Daniel,  born  Nov.  24.  1744.  married  Jan.  30.  1772. 
IMizabeth  Atwood,  of  Phenix.  R.  F.  daughter  of 
Charles  .Atwood;  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  30.  1746. 
married  Alary  Atwood,  of  Phenix;  Freeborn,  born 
Sept.  14,  1748,  died  Jan.  3.  1813.  married  Alercy 


Colvin;  George,  born  April  25,  1750,  married  Jan. 
20,  1774,  Alercy  Brayton,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  20,  1751,  married 
John  Jencks  Kilton,  of  Coventry,  son  of  Jencks  and 
Susan  (Heydon)  Kilton,  of  Newport;  Caleb,  born 
Nov.  27,  1753,  married  June  25,  1789,  Ann  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Stephen;  Rebecca  died  aged  sixteen 
years ; Alary  married  Charles  Atwood ; Hannah 
married  Rufus  Johnston,  AI.  D.  The  four  eldest 
were  born  in  Portsmouth,  the  others  in  Coventry. 
The  family  came  to  Washington  village  before 
1750,  as  George  was  born  that  year  and  is  men- 
tioned in  his  grandmother's  will  in  1756.  Free- 
born, the  fourth  son  of  Francis  and  Sarah  (Phil- 
lips) Brayton,  was  doubtless  named  for  his  grand- 
mother's maiden  name,  and  she  gave  to  him  her 
piece  of  silver  money.  Francis  Brayton  was  the 
founder  of  the  village  of  W’ashington,  R.  I.,  which 
was  then  called  Brayton’s  Alills,  he  building  a saw 
and  grist  mill  there.  His  son  Freeborn  was  a 
blacksmith  and  forger  in  a gunshop  located  there 
at  that  time.  He  cast  cannon  for  the  armies  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  digging  the  ore  himself. 

(V)  Freeborn  Brayton,  son  of  Francis,  was 

born  Sept.  14,  1748,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1813.  He 
married  Alercy  Colvin,  who  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1753,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Zipporah  (Briggs) 
Colvin,  and  died  July  13,  1843.  was  a grand- 

daughter of  Samuel  Colvin.  Alercy  Colvin  had  a 
sister  Zipporah,  who  married  Alajor  Galveston 
Waite,  and  they  \vere  the  parents  of  Sheffield 
Waite,  who  was  the  father  of  Zipporah,  wife  of 
Daniel  Bowen — all  of  Coventry,  R.  I.  The  chil- 
dren of  Freeborn  and  Alercy  (Colvin)  Brayton 
were  as  follows : Lucy,  born  Aug.  26,  1775,  died 
Oct.  26,  i860,  unmarried;  Stephen,  born  Jan.  12, 
1777,  died  Nov.  30,  1850  (married  Keziah  Snell)  ; 
Israel,  born  Nov.  10,  1778,  died  Oct.  26,  1780; 
Frances,  born  Jan.  19,  1781,  died  Alay  8,  1858 
(married  June  5,  1804,  James  Cobb)  ; Israel,  born 
Feb.  17,  1783,  died  Aug.  4,  1874;  Sarah  THling- 
hast,  born  April  3,  1785,  died  Nov.  7,  1855,  unmar- 
ried; Alary  Wanton,  born  Alarch  7,  1788,  died  Feb. 
12,  1874,  unmarried;  George  Freeborn,  born  Alarch 
5,  1793-  Nov.  15,  1868  (married  Lurana  Ed- 
wards Alay  2,  1819)  ; Susanna  Hull,  born  Dec.  26, 
1798,  died  Alay  16,  1874,  unmarried. 

(VI)  Israel  Brayton,  born  Feb.  17,  1783,  was 

married  April  13,  1805,  to  Lydia  Fiske,  daughter 
of  Peleg  and  Lydia  (Sheldon)  Fiske.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Israel  Fiske,  born  Aug.  4,  1806,  is 
mentioned  later;  Elizabeth  Sheldon,  born  Sept.  25, 
1808.  married  Sept.  4,  1836,  Andrew  Waterman, 
son  of  Comer  and  Alary,  and  died  April  5,  1895  ; 
Abby  Harris,  deceased,  born  Nov.  24,  1810,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  F.  Searle,  son  of  William;  Tilling- 
hast  Wanton,  born  Dec.  16,  1814,  married  (first) 
Jan.  I,  1844,  Frances 'Cobb,  daughter  of  James  and 
Frances,  and  (second)  Sophia  Jones,  daughter  of 
Jeptha,  Aug.  20,  1853.  3,  1906, 

at  Factoryville,  Pa.;  James  Alonroe,  born  Alay  8, 
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1817,  married  Jan.  11,  1844.  J'^ilia  Ann  Battey, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Horace  and  Harriet,  and  died 
Jan.  16,  1889.  The  father  of  this  family  lived  to 
an  advanced  age,  dying  Aug.  4,  1874,  at  his  home 
in  Scituate  on  the  line  of  the  town  of  Cranston. 
He  was  a man  of  affairs,  and  had  much  to  do  with 
the  progress  of  his  community.  He  represented  the 
town  of  Scituate  in  the  General  Assembly  for  sev- 
eral terms.  He  was  a man  of  good  physique,  ac- 
tive and  vigorous,  and  of  broad  and  useful  infor- 
mation. 

(VH)  Israel  Fiske  Brayton,  eldest  son  of  Is- 
rael, was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his. 
mother’s  family,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  Aug. 
4,  1806.  In  his  youth  he  assisted  in  farm  work, 
teaming,  etc.,  and  had  a brief  experience  in  a 
shoddy  mill  at  the  old  village  of  Simmonsville.  In 
1835  he  located  in  Fiskeville,  and  there  for  fifty 
years  conducted  a freight  and  express  business  be- 
tween Hope  and  the  city  of  Providence.  He  was 
careful,  saving  and  provident  ’ in  financial  matters 
and  accumulated  a considerable  amount  of  real  es- 
tate, making  more  or  less  of  a . business  of  dealing 
and  trading  in  same.  He  was  of  strong  and  robust 
physical  construction,  well  proportionecl,  and  a man 
of  excellent  appearance  and  address.  His  disposition 
and  temperament  took  a pleasant,  happy  and  socia- 
ble turn,  and  his  company  was  much  sought  and 
enjoyed.  He  was  well  read  and  abreast  of  the  times, 
an  intelligent  and  entertaining  companion  to  all  he 
met.  In  political  preferment  Mr.  Brayton  was  a Re- 
publican, but  he  was  in  no  respect  a seeker  of  office 
and  would  not  permit  the  use  of  his  name  in  connec- 
tion with  any  candidacy.  He  well  merited  the  esteem 
and  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  entire 
community  in  which  he  was  for  so  many  years  a 
prominent  factor.  His  charities  and  benefactions 
were  many,  and  his  demise,  April  12,  1895,  was 
genuinely  deplored. 

On  Dec.  9,  1827,  Mr.  Brayton  married  (first) 
Marcela,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Ralph,  and  to  that 
tmion  came  three  children,  David,  Lyman  and  An- 
drew. The  mother  of  these  died  in  1840,  and  on 
April  5,  1849,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Penelope  Wilson,  of  Coventry,  R.  1.  To 
this  union  was  born  but  one  child,  Israel  W.  Bray- 
ton. This  wife  died  in  October,  i860.  Of  the  first 
family,  David,  born  Oct.  12,  1828,  married  Mary, 
Spink,  of  Kingston,  R.  I.,  and  died  Feb.  28,  1889. 
Their  children;  Celia  Ralph,  born  April  27,  i860, 
who  married  Nov.  26,  1886,  William  G.  James, 
mentioned  elsewhere ; and  Eliza  Spink,  who  died 
in  youth.  Lyman,  born  Feb.  12,  1834,  married 
Mary  E.  Parks,  daughter  of  Martin  Parks,  and  re- 
sides in  Providence.  Andrew,  born  Jan.  3,  1837, 
died  May  21,  1838. 

(VIII)  IskAEL  Wilson  Brayton,  only  child  of 
Israel  Fiske  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Brayton,  was  born 
Nov.  3,  1854,  at  the  homestead,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  making  many  improvements  of  a perma- 
nent and  beneficial  character,  until  his  place  pre- 


sents not  only  a pleasing  appearance  but  possesses 
all  of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  usually  found 
in  the  city  home.  Mr.  Brayton  was  educated  at  the 
local  schools,  finishing  with  a business  course  at 
the  Mowry  & Goff  commercial  college.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  father,  and  since  the  latter’s  death,  he 
has  devoted  himself  to  general  farming. 

On  March  12,  1906,  Mr.  Brayton  married  ?\Iiss 
Edith  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  J.  Bates,  of  Ashland, 
Scituate,  R.  I.  iMrs.  Brayton  comes  from  old  and 
honorable  New  England  ancestry  and  is  popular 
in  the  society  in  which  she  moves.  ]Mr.  Brayton 
is  a Republican,  but  like  his  father  has  not  sought 
office.  He  has  been  clerk  of  his  voting  precinct 
since  its  establishment,  but  has  not  sought  further 
political  favor.  He  bears  the  esteem  and  regard 
of  a wide  community  and  is  regarded  as  a safe, 
reliable  business  man.  He  expresses  and  manifests 
a deep  reverence  for  the  many  sterling  qualities 
of  his  father,  of  whom  he  is  many  ways  a counter- 
part. 

(VII)  James  M.  Brayton,  youngest  son  of  Is- 
rael, was  born  May  8,  1817,  and  was  reared  a 
farmer,  following  that  vocation  all  of  his  life.  He 
was  intelligent,  progressive  and  prosperous.  Of 
him  it  is  said,  "He  was  a man  of  the  most  upright 
character ; as  a neighbor  he  was  kind,  accommodat- 
ing and  sympathizing;  socially,  no  one  could  have 
been  more  pleasant  and  cordial ; his  house  was  a 
home  to  all  that  came,  and  he  enjoyed  company 
always ; and  in  his  relations  to  the  community  he 
was  held  in  esteem  as  one  possessing  all  of  those 
qualities  that  make  a good  citizen.” 

On  Jan.  ii,  1844,  Mr.  Brayton  married  Julia 
Ann  Battey,  who  was  born  Aug.  16,  1825,  daugn- 
ter  of  Deacon  Horace  and  Harriet  Randall  Battey, 
and  died  March  ii,  1905.  Mr.  Brayton  died  Jan. 
16,  1889.  -To  them  came  children:  Harriet  Amelia, 
born  June  6,  1846,  died  Dec.  22,  1850;  Lydia  Fiske, 
born  March  2,  1848,  died  July  2,  1903  (she  was  the 
wife  of  Pardon  S.  Walker)  ; Charles  Albert  was  born 
Dec.  22,  1850;  Frederick  Eugene  was  born  Dec.  8, 
1854;  Lucy  Ella,  born  June  3,  i860,  married 
in  June,  1896,  Frederick  A.  Remington,  of  Scitu- 
ate, and  has  children,  Ralph  B.,  Raiford  W.  and 
Thomas  Elliott. 

(VHI)  Frederick  Eugene  Brayton,  of  the 
eighth  generation  from  Francis,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the  youngest  son  of 
James’  M.  Brayton,  was  born  in  Scituate,  R.  I.. 
Dec.  8,  1854,  and  has  passed  nearly  or  quite  all  of 
his  life  upon  the  home  acres.  He  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  country  schools,  and  has  always  de- 
voted himself  to  the  business  of  farming.  Though 
interested  in  public  matters  and  a stanch  Republi- 
can in  his  political  views  he  has  taken  no  active 
part  in  public  affairs.  He  is  regarded  as  a well  in- 
formed, intelligent  citizen,  possessing  the  esteem 
of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  married  Miss 
Emma  Fiske,  and  their  children  are;  Mattie  C., 
Isabelle  F.  and  Herbert  W. 
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Charles  Albert  Bravtox,  born  Dec. 
22,  1850,  son  of  James  ]\I.  Brayton,  was  married 
in  1873  to  Adelaide  V.  Steere,  who  was  born  ^lay 
18,  1851,  and  died  Hay  15,  1903.  They  had  two 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Charles  Andrew;  Bertha 
.M.,  born  June  23,  1879;  and  Arthur  Steere,  born 
Sept.  19,  1884. 

Hr.  Brayton  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  Lapham  Institute,  and  after  finish- 
ing his  education  taught  the  district  school  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  then  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Providence,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery and  meat  business,  and  for  a time  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business.  In  1878  he  re- 
moved to  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  and 
grandfather  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  just  north  of 
Fiskeville  Four  Corners.  There  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  career,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
died  Harch  21,  1902.  He  was  a Republican  in  po- 
litical sentiment  and  held  numerous  offices  in  the 
gift  of  his  townsmen  and  neighbors,  and  in  any  and 
all  capacities  rendered  faithful  and  conscientious 
service.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  religious  mat- 
ters and  an  earnest  and  devout  member  of  the  Six 
Principle  Baptist  Church  of  South  Scituate.  For 
many  years  he  was  a deacon  and  superintendent  of 
Sunday-school,  and  also  acted  in  the  latter  capacity 
in  the  Fiskeville  Baptist  Church.  An  old  friend 
remarked  of  him;  “He  was  an  exceedingly  pop- 
ular and  enterprising  citizen,  and  held  in  universal 
esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  full  of  good 
humor,  kindly,  benevolent  and  cordial.  In  his  po- 
sitions of  public  trust  he  sustained  a reputation 
for  honesty,  fairness,  fidelity  and  integrity.  He 
was  conscientious  and  sincere  in  purpose,  of  mag- 
nanimous and  indulgent  disposition,  an  unassum- 
ing, buoyant-minded,  hopeful,  earnest  Christian 
gentleman.” 

(IX)  Charles  Andrew  Brayton,  eldest  son 
of  Charles  A.  Brayton,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Providence  Sept.  20,  1875-  ^^  ith  his  parents  he 

came  to  the  town  of  Scituate,  and  attended  the  cofn- 
mon  and  grammar  schools  of  the  community.  He 
then  furthered  his  education  at  the  Rhode  Island 
State  College  of  Agriculture  and  ^Mechanic  Arts, 
at  Kingston,  R.  I.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1901.  Returning  to  the  farm  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming  and  to  the  wood  bus- 
iness for  a short  time,  after  which  he  went  back 
to  the  college,  as  engineer  in  tl.e  lighting  aiid  heat- 
ing plant,  remaining  for  three  and  a half  years. 
Then  followed  one  year  during  which  he  was  en- 
gaged as  an  electrical  workman  in  the  city  of  Prov- 
idence. Together  with  his  younger  brother  he  is 
now  devoting  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
home  farm,  and  with  commendable  energy  and  in- 
telligent effort  they  arc  succeeding  in  the  business, 
dealing  in  dairy  products,  fruits,  vegetables  and 
wood.  Hr.  Brayton  has  taken  much  interest  in  the 
Six  Principle  Baptist  Church  at  South  Scituate, 


and  at  the  death  of  his  father  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed him  as  a deacon  therein. 

Hr.  Brayton  married,  on  June  2,  1896,  Hiss 
Hattie  B.  Potter,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Anna 
H.  (Andrews)  Potter,  of  Fiskeville.  Mrs.  Brayton 
was  born  July  i,  1874.  Arthur  S.  Brayton,  his 
brother  and  associate  in  business,  married  Hiss 
Hary  Wilbur.  Their  sister,  Bertha,  resides  at 
Fiskeville. 

WILLIAM  H.  IMAGEE,  who  for  many  years 
was  superintendent  of  the  Berkeley  Cotton  Mills 
at  Berkeley,  R.  I.,  was  nof  only  prominent  as  a 
manufacturer,  but  as  a good  citizen  as  well.  He 
was  a native  of  the  State  of  Maine,  born  at  East- 
port,  Sept.  15,  1840. 

Johnson  Magee,  father  of  William  FI.,  was 
also  a native  of  Maine,  and  there  married  Elizabeth 
Young.  About  1848  they  removed  with  their  chil- 
dren to  Massachusetts,  and,  locating  at  East  Doug- 
lass, Mr.  Magee  found  employment  in  the  mills. 
Sometime  before  his  death  in  1871  the  family  re- 
moved to  Uxbridge.  The  wddowed  mother  is  still 
living,  residing  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Woonsocket,  being  past  ninety-seven  years  of  age. 
She  has  had  nine  children : Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Aldrich  of  Uxbridge;  John  A.,  wEo 
resides  at  Natick,  R.  I.;  William  Henry;  Johnson, 
who  resides  at  Lynchburg,  Va. ; Mary  A.,  who 
married  Winfield  Thompson  of  Uxbridge,  Mass., 
and  is  now  deceased ; James,  who  died  at  Methuen, 
Mass. ; Margaret  Jane,  who  married  Charles  Chase 
of  Woonsocket;  Frances,  who  died  young;  Frances 
Minerva,  who  married  Leander  Balcolm,  of  Ux- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

William  Henry  Magee  was  but  eight  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Massachusetts, 
and  he  attended  the  schools  of  East  Douglass.  He 
was  still  at  a tender  age  when  he  started  out  to 
work,  entering  a cotton  mill  in  East  Douglass,  in 
the  employ  of  which  he  remained  for  some  time, 
then  going  to  Uxbridge  and  again  attending  school. 
Being  desirous  of  obtaining  a better  education 
young  Magee  attended  the  high  school  at  Uxbridge, 
after  leaving  which  he  again  started  to  work,  en- 
tering the  employ  of  the  Paul  Whitin  Manufacturing 
Company’s  mill  at  Uxbridge  in  an  humble  position 
in  the  spinning  room.  It  was  here  that  he  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  future  usefulness.  He  possessed 
ambition  and  thrift,  as  well  as  energy  and  ability, 
and  worked  from  one  position  to  another  until  he 
became  overseer  of  his  department.  Later  he  ac- 
cepted a position  as  overseer  of  the  carding  and 
spinning  department  of  Henry  Capon’s  cotton  mill 
at  Uxbridge,  where  he  spent  tw'O  years,  resigning 
from  that  position  to  accept  a like  one  in  the  Harris 
Company’s  mill  at  West  Boylston,  from  there  go- 
ing to  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  In  the 
latter  city  he  secured  the  position  of  assistant  su- 
])erintendent  of  the  Anchor  mill  and  here  continued 
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two  years.  Again  returning  East  he  accepted  a 
position  at  the  Slater  Cotton  mills  at  Pawtucket, 
from  which  place  he  removed  to  Woonsocket  and 
engaged  as  overseer  of  frame  spinning  at  the  So- 
cial mill,  working  there  until  its  destruction  hy 
fire  in  1874.  During  the  time  in  which  it  was  being 
rebuilt  he  was  called  to  Newburyport,  Mass.,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  spinning  and  carding  in  the 
Peabody  mills,  but  on  the  completion  of  the  So- 
cial mills  he  returned  to  his  former  position,  con- 
tinuing therein  for  about  two  years.  Mr.  iNlagee 
then  became  connected  with  the  Riverdale  mill, 
owned  by  the  Paul  Whitin  Company,  and  here 
he  continued  until  1882  as  superintendent.  At 
this  time  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  Berke- 
ley Mills  at  Berkeley,  R.  I.,  and  continued  in  this 
position  for  eighteen  years  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  employers  and  with  great  credit  to  himself. 
During  his  incumbency  Mr.  iNlagee  greatly  in- 
creased the  output  of  the  plant  and  the  cpiality 
thereof,  gaining  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a manufacturer  of  cotton  goods.  He  acquainted 
himself  with  every  detail  of  the  business,  and  his 
great  foresight  and  business  ability  made  him  one 
of  the  best  superintendents  in  the  Blackstone  Val- 
ley. During  August,  1898,  Mr.  IMagee’s  health 
began  to  fail  and  he  obtained  a vacation,  but  in 
January,  1900,  his  health  had  so  deteriorated  that 
lie  was  compelled  to  resign  his  position,  and  with 
his  wife  he  removed  to  his  summer  cottage  on  the 
Minden  road,  Woonsocket,  which  he  had  built  in 
1896.  Here,  after  ten  weeks  of  suffering,  he  passed 
away  Feh.  8,  1900.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union 
cemetery,  Woonsocket.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted,  according  to  his  express  wishes,  hy  the 
Woonsocket  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  No. 
22,  under  the  direction  of  Eminent  Commander 
Stephen  Magown.  Prelate  Sir  Charles  L.  Bailey 
carried  out  the  Masonic  ritual,  both  at  the  house 
and  the  grave,  and  a delegation  of  twenty  members 
of  Solomon’s  Temple,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Uxbridge, 
Mass.,  of  which  he  was  a member,  were  in  attend- 
ance. The  Rev.  Charles  Smith,  of  South  Harwich, 
jMass.,  formerly  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Berkeley, 
R.  I.,  officiated,  and  the  Woonsocket  Business 
Men’s  Quartette,  consisting  of  Stafford  Clough, 
Arthur  C.  Clough,  Joseph  W.  Nichols  and  Frank 
E.  Walden,  rendered  selections  both  at  the  house 
and  grave.  The  pall-bearers  were : E.  A.  Mon- 
geon  of  P>lackstone,  James  E.  Evans,  F.  W.  Arnold, 
C.  D.  Southwick,  C.  E.  Wheelock  and  E.  E.  Addi- 
son, all  members  of  W'oonsocket  Commandery. 

Besides  being  a member  of  the  Commandery, 
i\lr.  Magee  was  also  connected  with  the  Council 
and  Chapter  of  W’oonsocket.  He  was  a Republican 
in  principle,  but  not  a politician.  Liberal  and  broad- 
minded in  his  views,  he  was  possessed  of  many 
friends.  He  was  a self-made  man,  and  owed  his 
position  in  life  to  his  strict  integrity,  honorable 
dealings  and  business  capacity. 

Mr.  Magee  married  in  Woonsocket  Miss  Emily 


1653 

A.  Peck,  born  in  that  city,  daughter  of  the  late 
Noah  L.  and  Polly  (Brown)  Peck,  the  former  a 
well  known  citizen  and  prominent  business  man  of 
\\  oonsocket.  Mr.  Magee  was  a regular  and  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Berkeley  M.  E.  Church. 

DW  IGHT  1).  CLARK  was  born  in  Chaplin, 
Conn.,  July  4,  1857,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
at  the  Natchaug  district  school  and  the  Chaplin 
high  school.  In  1881  he  went  to  Peace  Dale,  R.  I., 
and  engaged  in  a house  furnishing  and  plumbing 
business,  carrying  on  at  the  same  time  a branch 
store  at  Narragansett  Pier.  As.sociated  with  him 
in  this  business  was  his  brother-in-law,  Emory  S. 
Hodge.  In  1894,  on  account  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Clark 
'retired  from  business,  and  removed  to  Westerlv,  R. 
T.,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Clark  was  married,  in  Peace  Dale, 
to  Alice  L.,  daughter  of  William  A.  Hodge,  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  who  for  many  years,  was  a paper 
maker  at  Chaplin,  Conn.  IMr.  Clark  is  a member 
of  St.  Andrew’s  Brotherhood,  and  while  he  resided 
at  Narragansett  Pier,  he  was  a very  active  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there. 

Newman  Clark,  grandfather  of  Dwight  D.,  was 
a farmer  in  Ashford,  Connecticut. 

Henry  Thomas  Clark,  son  of  Newman,  was 
born  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  and  for  many  years  en- 
gaged in  trucking  and  farming  in  Chaplin,  Conn. 
He  married  Jerusha  Mosely,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Mosely,  who  died  in  Wdllimantic,  Conn.,  in  1880. 
He  died  in  Flat  Bush  Hos])ital,  N.  Y.,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Chaplin,  Conn. 
Their  children  were : Ladoit  E.,  unmarried,  re- 
sides at  Eastford,  Conn. ; Orrin  E.,  of  Pleasant 
Valley,  Conn.,  married  (first)  Emily  Jones,  and 
had  two  sons,  Walter  and  Ernest,  and  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Nancy  Tucker;  Henry  Newman, 
residing  at  Southampton.  L.  I.,  married  Nellie 
Snow,  and  their  children  are : Elsie,  Ethel.  IMary, 
Winnie,  Stanley  and  Edna ; l^wight  D. ; Eli  diecl 
young;  and  Edward  also  died  young. 

TIFFANY.  (I)  Humphrey  Tiffany,  the  earl- 
iest of  the  name  mentioned  in  Colonial  history,  is, 
without  doubt,  the  ancestor  of  the  majority  of  the 
Tiffanys  in  America.  He  probably  came  to  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  about  1660,  and  is  of  record  at  Reho- 
both  in  1663.  He  became  a resident  of  Swansea, 
which  town  was  formerly  a part  of  Rehohoth,  and 
he  was  killed  by  lightning  July  15,  1685,  between 
Swansea  and  Boston.  The  Christian  name  of  his 
wife  was  Elizabeth,  \vho  qualified  as  his  executrix. 
His  children,  or  a part  of  them,  were:  James, 
Thomas,  Ebenezer,  Consider,  Sarah  (born  July  6, 
1683)  and  Hezekiah. 

(II)  James  Tiffany,  son  of  Humphrey,  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Bethiah,  died  Eeb. 
27,  1711,  and  his  second,  Elizabeth,  survived  him 
and  was  the  executrix  of  his  will.  For  a short 
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time  after  his  first  marriage  he  resided  at  Swansea, 
Mass.,  but  after  1690  he  removed  into  Attleboro, 
and  there  secured  the  farm  on  which  he  built  the 
old  house  that  stood  until  within  a few  years  ago, 
and  in  which  many  generations  of  Tififanys  were 
born  and  have  died.  Mr.  Tift’any  died  between  June 
28,  1732,  when  he  made  his  will,  and  July  26th,  of 
the  same  year,  when  it  was  probated.  The  children 
of  his  first  marriage  were:  Elizabeth,  born  April  16, 
1689;  Joseph,  born  about  1693;  Samuel,  born  in 
1701;  Benjamin,  1702;  Ann,  1703;  Rebecca,  1704; 
Sarah,  1705;  Mary,  1706;  i\lartha,  1707;  Lydia, 
1708;  Bathsheba,  1709;  and  John,  Sept,  i,  1710. 
All  excepting  the  eldest,  who  was  born  at  Swansea, 
were  born  at  Attleboro.  The  children  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage  were  all  born  at  Attleboro,  viz. : 
Jonathan,  June  21,  1714;  Keziah,  July  29,  1716; 
Alethia,  June  26,  1718;  and  Noah,  Eeb.  24,  1720. 

(III)  Benjamin  Tiffany,  son  of  James,  born 
in  1702,  bought  land  Jan.  23,  1737,  in  Warwick,  R. 
I.,  and  after  the  setting  off  from  Warwick  of  the 
town  of  Coventry,  in  1741,  he  became  a resident 
of  the  new  town.  On  May  2,  1738,  he  was  made  a 
freeman  of  the  Colony  by  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
ture, at  Newport,  R.  I.  He  left  Attleboro  about 
1734  or  1735,  and,  says  tradition,  “went  south,” 
which  is  supposed  to  mean  that  he  went  south  to 
the  town  line  of  East  Greenwich  and  Warwick,  a 
distance  of  twenty-seven  miles,  and  settled  there. 
He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  children : Steven, 
born  Sept.  29,  1735;  James,  Dec.  26,  1737;  Thomas, 
Feb.  3,  1739;  Asa,  about  1743;  and  Benjamin,  in 
1745.  The  first  two  children  were  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  the  next  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  and 
Asa  in  Coventry,  Rhode  Island. 

(IV)  Thomas  Tiffany,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
Feb.  3,  1739,  in  Warwick,  married,  Jan.  2,  1763, 
Waite,  born  in  1739  or  1740,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  (Vaughn)  Arnold.  Mrs. 
Tiff'any  died  March  29,  1820,  at  Griswold,  Conn. 
Their  children,  all  born  at  Warwick,  were:  James, 
born  March  24,  1764;  Elizabeth,  born  March  15, 
1766;  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  25,  1767;  Lucy,  born 
Sept.  3,  17C9,  who  married  iMarch  26,  1795,  Capt. 
Seth  Burke,  of  Warwick,  both  dying  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.;  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  19,  1772;  Deliv- 
erance, born  March  17,  1774;  Steven,  born  Oct.  29, 
1780;  and  Daniel,  born  May  23,  1784. 

(V)  James  Tiffany,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
March  24,  1764,  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  a 
large  landholder  and  farmer.  He  resided  in  War- 
wick, south  of  Crompton’s  Mills,  and  within  one 
mile  of  the  East  Greenwich  line.  His  occupation 
during  the  winter  seasons  was  coopering,  and  he 
carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  that  industry. 
He  was  a quiet,  industrious  man,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  death  took 
l)lace  Oct.  4,  1848,  and  he  was  buried  in  a private 
yard  on  his  farm.  He  married  hdizabeth  Card, 
born  Jan.  16,  1770.  daughter  of  Iose])h  Card,  of 
Ifast  Greenwich.  Mrs.  Tiffany  sur\ivcd  her  hus- 


band a number  of  years,  dying  at  Centerville,  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Oliver  C.  Arnold,  and 
was  buried  at  the  side  of  her  husband.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  born  Oct.  7,  1789,  is  mentioned 
below;  William,  born  Oct.  8,  1791,  was  a mason 
and  farmer,  and  died  unmarried.  Sept.  14,  1843 ; 
Susan,  born  Nov.  17,  1793,  married  Joseph  Baker, 
a shoemaker  and  farmer,  and  died  in  Warwick  Jan. 

26,  1891  ; Mary,  born  Nov.  10,  1795,  died  unmar- 

ried in  1846;  Eliza,  born  March  13,  1797,  married 
Oliver  C.  Arnold,  a farmer,  and  resided  at  Center- 
ville; Welthan,  born  April  16,  1801,  married 

Christopher  Spencer,  a farmer  and  merchant,  one 
of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Warwick,  where  she 
died  Eeb.  15,  1894;  Harriet  B.,  born  Jan.  31,  1806, 
died  Dec.  25,  1893,  unmarried;  Julia  A.,  born  April 
25,  1811,  married  John  H.  Johnson,  and  died  in 
ITovidence;  Catherine  M.,  born  April  4,  1815,  mar- 
ried Steven  Arnold,  a tailor  and  fanner,  and  died 
in  Warwick ; and  Arnold  died  at  sea. 

(VI)  John  Tiffany,  son  of  James,  was  reared 
to  farm  work,  and  also  assisted  his  father  in  the 
coopering  business.  Early  in  young  manhood  he 
embarked  in  the  general  store  business  at  Cromp- 
ton’s Mills,  which  he  continued  until  1853,  when 
he  removed  to  Warwick  Neck,  locating  on  a farm 
he  had  purchased  some  time  previously.  There  he 
continued  farming  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  Feb. 

27,  1863,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  private  yard 
mentioned,  by  the  side  of  his  parents.  He  had 
been  a successful  man,  and  died  possessed  of  an 
ample  fortune.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
at  various  times  he  had  held  town  offices  in  War- 
wick. As  a man  of  recognized  integrity  and  ex- 
cellent business  judgment  he  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  settle  estates  and  do  business  for  others. 

John  Tiffany  married  Olive  Sheldon  Potter,  a 
native  of  Cranston,  daughter  of  Cardin  Potter,  and 
she  survived  her  husband  only  a few  days.  Mrs. 
Tiffany  was  a superior  woman,  and  much  re- 
spected. Their  children  were : Penelope  Sheldon, 
born  Nov.  16,  1818,  married  William  Spencer,  a 
merchant  of  Providence,  where  she  died  April  18, 
1895,  the  mother  of  three  children,  all  of  whom 
died  before  their  parents.  Mary  Potter,  born  Sept. 
22,  1820,  died  Dec.  27,  1896;  she  married  Gegrge 
Anthony,  a farmer  of  Warwick.  Elizabeth  Arnold, 
born  Jan.  6,  1826,  married  Dr.  Thomas  Andrews, 
and  resided  at  Crompton’s  Mills,  where  she  died 
Aug.  10,  1853,  leaving  one  child,  Anna  Ray,  who 
is  the  widow  of  William  Luther,  and  resides  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  William,  born  Feb.  22,  1828,  and 
James,  born  Dec.  26,  1829,  are  mentioned  below. 
Edward  Potter,  who  resides  in  Providence,  and  is  a 
jewelry  salesman,  married  Mary  L.  Draper,  and 
has  two  sons — Flenry  L.,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
and  William  S.,  of  St.  Louis,  IMis.souri. 

(VH)  William  Tiffany,  fourth  child  and 
eldest  son  of  John  Tiffany,  and  a well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Warwick,  was  born  in 
that  town,  on  the  farm  occupied  by  his  grandfa- 
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ther,  and  was  one  year  old  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Crompton’s  Mills.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  East  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy, and  Stanton  Belden’s  private  school,  on  Fruit 
Hill,  North  Providence.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  with 
John  Brayton,  at  Birch  Hill,  Warwick,  and  after 
completing  his  apprenticeship  worked  as  a journey- 
man through  Warwick,  one  of  the  first  buildings  on 
which  he  was  employed  being  the  Aquidneck  iMill, 
for  the  Spragues.  This  was  in  1849,  while  he 
was  employed  there  the  excitement  of  the  gold 
fever  swept  over  the  country,  affecting  the  quiet 
residents  of  this  district.  Mr.  Tiffany  became  in- 
terested, and  with  sixty  others  purchased  the  bark 
“Walter,”  in  which  they  sailed  from  Providence 
for  California,  around  the  Horn,  and  after  140 
days  on  the  water,  during  which  time  they  stopped 
at  several  ports  for  supplies,  reached  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

After  his  arrival  at  San  Francisco  Mr.  Tiffany 
found  employment  in  the  mines  for  a short  time, 
and  then  removed  to  Sacramento,  where  he  worked 
alternately  at  mining  and  at  his  trade,  remaining 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  stay  at  California 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital  city.  He  remained  in 
California  about  eighteen  months,  and  returned  to 
Rhode  Island  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
reaching  home  after  an  absence  of  about  two  years. 
He  first  located  at  Crompton’s  Mills,  and  about 
1864,  one  year  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he 
lived  on  his  father’s  late  farm  on  Warwick  Neck, 
and  then  purchased  his  present  home,  which  was 
the  property  of  Resolved  Waterman.  This  place 
was  one-half  of  the  old  Captain  Holden  place,  and 
consisted  of  sixty-nine  acres,  from  which  IMr.  Tif- 
fany has  sold  a number  of  building  lots,  and  has 
erected  several  tenements  on  his  property.  After 
locating  at  his  present  place  he  followed  carpenter- 
ing and  farming  in  conjunction  for  many  years, 
but  is  now  living  retired  from  activity,  although 
apparently  he  is  equal  to  tasks  which  would  be  ac- 
complished with  difficulty  by  those  years  younger. 
Mr.  Tiffany  has  a very  retentive  memory,  and  a 
visitor  at  his  hospitable  home  is  entertained  by 
many  interesting  reminiscences  of  early  days  in 
California  as  well  as  in  Rhode  Island.  Although 
by  preference  he  is  a Democrat,  he  usually  votes  for 
the  man  he  deems  best  able  to  cope  with  the  issues 
involved.  For  fifteen  years  he  served  as  assessor 
of  taxes  of  the  town  of  Warwick. 

Mr.  Tiffany  was  married,  June  18,  1854,  at 
Foster,  R.  I.,  to  Susan  N.  Remington,  who  was 
born  Dn.  9.  1834,  in  Warwick,  daughter  of  Ben 
and  Hannah  (Bennett)  Remington.  They  had 
children  as  follows':  Susan  Elizabeth,  born  Jan. 
20,  1856,  died  Jan.  9.  1861.  Fannie  Elizabeth,  horn 
Dec.  II,  1862,  married  John  A.  Hazard,  ex-post- 
master at  Warwick,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Amy  Stanton,  born  Dec.  26,  1890,  and  William 
Stanton,  born  Oct.  14,  .1891.  John  E.,  born  June 


5,  1870,  is  a carpenter  employed  at  Brown  & 
Sharpe’s  plant,  in  Providence,  but  resides  at  War- 
wick; he  was  first  married  to  Luthera  Maxwell,  by 
whom  he  had.  two  children,  Ernest  Maxwell,  born 
April  6,  1893,  and  William  Henry,  born  April  6, 
1894;  by  his  second  marriage,  to  Miss  Minnie  T. 
Remington  Richardson,  he  has  one  child,  Olive 
Susan,  born  Oct.  18,  1905. 

(VH)  James  Tiffany,  son  of  John,  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1829,  at  Crompton’s  Mills,  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  and  attended  the  district  schools  until  the 
age  of  thirteen  years.  When  hut  a child  of  less 
than  six  years  he  clerked  in  his  father’s  store  at 
Cromptons  Mills.  In  1842,  while  on  a visit  in 
Providence  to  his  sister,  who  was  the  wife  of  Whl- 
liam  Spencer,  at  that  time  engaged  in  business  hi 
Weybosset  street,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  remain 
and  assist  in  Mr.  Spencer’s  store,  where  he  worked 
for  his  board,  his  clothing  being  furnished  by  his 
parents.  He  completed  his  education  at  a later 
date,  attending  for  one  year  the  well-known  Ains- 
worth private  school,  which  was  located  on  the 
second  fioor  of  a building  on  the  corner  of  Orange 
and  Middle  streets.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged 
as  a clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  Gardner  & Phil- 
lips, which  was  located  on  Weybosset  street.  His 
salary  there  for  the  first  year  was  fifty  dollars,  and 
for  the  second  year  $100,  out  of  which  he  paid  his 
hoard,  at  the  home  of  his  sister. 

While  Mr.  Tiffany  was  employed  in  this  ca- 
pacity the  California  gold  fever  brought  excitement 
to  everyone,  and  Nicholas  B.  Gardner,  a member  of 
the  firm,  went  to  California.  This  caused  Mr.  Tif- 
fany to  quit  his  position,  when  he  returned  to  his 
home  at  Crompton  Mills.  Shortly  after  Nicholas 
B.  Gardner’s  return  from  California  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  Air.  Phillips  in  the  hardware  store, 
and  later  sold  that  interest  to  Air.  Tiffany,  when 
the  firm  became  Gardner  & Tiffany.  They  were  lo- 
cated east  of  the  Arcade,  on  the  north  side  of  Wey- 
bosset street,  and  the  firm  under  this  management 
prospered.  A few  years  later  later  Air.  Tiffany 
bought  his  partner's  interest,  and  conducted  the 
business  alone  for  years,  until  he  had  reached  an 
age  when  retirement  from  the  hard  work  seemed 
desirable.  At  that  time  he  formed  a corporation 
and  took  into  partnership  two  of  his  trusted  em- 
ployees, Aiessrs.  Crowell  and  Worthington.  This 
venture  proved  very  unsatisfactory,  through  no 
fault  of  Air.  Tiffany's,  and  he  finally  disposed  of 
the  stock  by  auction.  After  that  time  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  management  of  his  real  estate, 
and  other . interests.  At  various  times,  in  years 
past,  he  bought  property  which  he  improved,  and 
which  yearly  became  more  valuable. 

Air.  Tiffany  was  married  Sept.  12.  1855,  at 
Providence,  to  Adeline  F.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Lyman  and  Freelove  (Horton)  Pierce.  Airs.  Tif- 
fany was  born  Aug.  5.  1835,  and  died  Alay  14, 
1880.  She  was  a woman  of  a superior  and  nolile 
character,  a devoted  and  faithful  helpmate  and  a 
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kind  and  loving  mother.  To  this  union  were  born 
cliildren  as  follows:  James  F.,  born  Aug.  9,  1856, 
who  for  many  years  was  a resident  of  Australia,  is 
now  living  in  Ih'ovidence ; Harriet  L.,  born  Sept. 
29,  1858,  was  married  June  6,  1883,  to  William  A. 
Morgan,  an  attorney  at  i'rovidence,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Marshall  Tiffany,  born  April  28, 
1888,  and  Forrest  Bardue,  born  June  14,  1893; 
Elizabeth  Arnold,  born  May  30,  1861,  was  married 
Nov.  21,  1889,  to  Henry  L.  Tiffany,  of  Providence, 
now  a manufacturer  at  New  Bedford,  iMass.,  and 
they  have  had  three  children,  Alice  Pierce,  born 
Oct.  9,  1890,  Richard  Lee,  born  Nov.  20,  1894 
(died  Aug.  29,  1895),  and  Louise,  born  Jan.  14, 
1898;  Isabella  Pierce,  born  June  3,  1868,  died  April 
19,  1876. 

On  June  9,  1884,  i\lr.  Tiffany  was  married 
(second)  to  Miss  Sarah  Austin,  a well-known 
school  teacher,  who  was  born  in  South  Kingstown, 
R.  L,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Austin.  She 
died  Oct.  26,  1895. 

In  political  sentiment  Air.  Tiffany  was  ahvays  a 
Democrat,  but  he  was  not  a man  of  bigoted  ideas, 
and  usually  cast  his  vote  for  the  candidate  he  felt 
assured  would  best  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple. Fie  w'as  never  willing  to  accept  political  office. 
F'or  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  All  Saints  Memorial  Episcopal  Church.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  business 
men  of  the  city,  one  wdio  began  life  on  his  own  re- 
sources, and  through  industry,  economy  and  splen- 
did business  judgment  accumulated  a comfortable 
competence.  He  died  April  23,  1907. 

ISAAC  WILLIAFl  DIXON  PIKE.  When, 
after  years  of  long  and  earnest  labor  in  some  hon- 
orable field  of  business,  a man  is  able  to  ])ut  aside 
cares  to  spend  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  he  certainly  reaps 
the  well-deserved  reward  of  his  former  industry. 
Mr.  Isaac  W’illiam  Di.xon  Pike,  who  died  March  4, 
1907.  was  one  of  the  most  venerable  and  highly 
res])ected  citizens  of  the  Olneyville  section  of 
Providence.  He  and  his  esteemed  wife  both  learned 
the  art  of  “growing  old  gracefully,”  and  although 
living  long  ])ast  the  allotted  three  score  and  ten 
retained  their  faculties  uuimpaired,  attending  to 
every  duty  that  a cpuirter  of  a century  ago  was 
theirs.  Their  married  life  covered  a ])eriod  of 
fifty-si.x  years. 

Mr.  Pike  descended  from  a family  that  is  an  old 
one  in  Massacluisetts  and  Connecticut,  the  common 
ancestor  of  which  was  John  I’ikc,  who  settled  in 
Salem,  Mass.,  in  1664.  The  grandfather  of  Isaac 
\\'.  D.  Pike  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  lost 
his  life  in  the  service.  His  wife  was  Molly  (or 
Mary)  Dixon,  of  a Killingly,  Conn.,  family. 

Isaac  Pike,  father  of  Isaac  William  Dixon, 
was  l)orn  Jan.  27,  1770.  in  South  Killingly.  Conn., 
and  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  in  addition  to 


conducting  a farm.  He  spent  his  entire  life  at 
South  Killingly,  and  there  died,  F'eb.  14,  1842.  He 
was  deaf  and  dumb  from  birth.  His  wife  was 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Robert  Briggs,  of  F'oster,  R. 
].,  born  F'eb.  28,  1791,  and  died  in  March,  1867. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Isaac  W.  D.  was 
born  March  15,  1817;  Nathan  Staples,  born  Aug. 
19,  1819,  and  married  to  Jane  Perkins,  was  a phy- 
sician and  resided  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  later  at 
Sterling,  Conn.,  dying  at  the  latter  place,  April  30, 
1861  ; Thomas  Olney,  born  Nov.  16,  1821,  was  a 
merchant  in  Johnston,  where  he  died  April  30, 
1861,  leaving  a widow,  Phebe  Harris  ; Mary,  born 
/Vpril  14,  1824,  married  Erastus  Hammett,  and 
died  in  Danielson,  Conn.,  April  14,  1901  ; Robert 
Nelson,  born  May  18,  1827,  died  July  14,  1828; 
Ezra,  born  F'eb.  7,  1830,  died  Dec.  14,  1830;  and 
George  ^^'ashington,  born  Aug.  2,  1832,  a school 
teacher  in  early  life,  and  later  a civil  engineer,  re- 
sided at  South  Killingly,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1900. 

Isaac  \\  illiam  Dixon  Pike  was  born  March  15, 
1817,  at  South  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  his  early  life 
was  spent  at  very  hard  work.  Being  the  eldest  of 
a large  family,  the  parents  of  which  were  in  very 
modest  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should,  as  soon  as  able,  do  what  he  could  to  assist 
in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  lived  at  home 
until  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  up  to  this  time 
had  but  very  limited  opportunities  for  an  education. 
At  that  age  he  began  to  work  as  a farm  hand  for 
Joseph  W illiams,  in  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  Ixnng  em- 
ployed for  about  six  months  at  wages  of  six  dol- 
lars per  month  and  board,  his  earnings  going  to  his 
l)arents.  day’s  labor  in  those  days  consisted  of 
all  the  time  between  sunrise  and  sunset,  and  often 
long  after  dark.  Young  Pike  had  long  cherished  a 
desire  for  an  education,  and  to  gain  it  meant  much 
hard  work.  For  a couple  of  winters  he  did  chores 
for  his  board  so  he  would  be  able  to  attend  school, 
and  for  a time  was  employed  by  W illiam  Putnam, 
of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  grandson  of  Gen.  Israel  Put- 
naju.  By  the  time  young  Pike  was  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  had  accumulated  some  money,  and  he 
went  to  the  famous  Monson  Academy,  at  Monson, 
Mass.,  and  attended  school  there  for  four  months, 
when  his  funds  were  exhausted.  Returning  to 
his  native  town,  he  was  employed  at  farm  work, 
and,  devoting  his  spare  time  to  study,  he  was  cpiali- 
fied  to  teach  a district  school  in  Foster,  held  in  the 
house  of  Samuel  Tillinghast  (one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  that  town),  his  wages  being  twelve  dollars 
per  month  and  board  around.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  went  to  Whlbraham  Academy,  and  took  a 
course  of  study,  working  at  farm  work  there  to  as- 
sist in  defraying  his  e.xpenses.  Mr.  Pike  began 
teaching  school  in  the  winter  of  1836-7,  in  what  is 
now  the  Reservoir  district  of  Johnston,  and  in  1838- 
9-40  in  the  \hall  district  in  the  same  town.  He 
then  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of 
molder,  and  for  many  years  he  worked  at  this  trade, 
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and  at  school  teaching,  the  period  of  his  teaching 
in  Johnston  covering  sixteen  years,  i86i  marking 
his  last  work  as  a teacher. 

For  some  time  thereafter  Air.  Pike  was  engaged 
in  different  kinds  of  employment.  He  was  at  one 
time  the  agent  for  Caleb  Farnum,  who  owned  a 
large  number  of  tenements  in  Olneyville  and  vicin- 
ity. His  first  venture  in  the  real  estate  business 
was  in  1858,  when  he  purchased  a business  block, 
going  heavily  into  debt  for  it,  and  by  economy, 
wise  investments,  and  splendid  business  judgment 
he  was  able  from  time  to  time  to  add  to  his  hold- 
ings, until  he  became  one  of  the  largest  holders  of 
real  estate  in  that  section  of  the  city.  Although  within 
a few  days  of  his  ninetieth  birthday  when  he  died. 
Air.  Pike  retained  all  of  his  faculties,  none  being 
impaired,  and  be  attended  to  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  his  extensive  interests.  In  politics  he  was 
not  bound  by  party  ties,  and  he  voted  for  the  man 
he  deemed  best  fitted  for  the  office.  During  his 
residence  in  Johnston,  he  was  very  prominent  m 
town  affairs,  serving  as  president  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, town  treasurer  and  superintendent  of  schools, 
taking  a deep  interest  in  educational  matters. 

On  Dec.  14,  1850,  Air.  Pike  married  Haley 
Smith,  born  Dec.  15,  1827,  daughter  of  Daniel  C). 
and  Alaria  (Latham)  Smith,  of  Johnston.  They 
had  no  children.  Air.  Pike  was  a self-made  man 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  his  success 
attested  the  workings  of  a strong  and  courageous 
spirit.  His  abundant  success  was  attributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  faithful  co-operation  of  his 
worthy  helpmate,  whose  industry  has  been  that  of 
a model  house-wife,  and  has  been  fully  equalled 
by  her  thrift  and  providence.  Air.  Pike  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Pocasset  cemetery. 

WTLLIAAI  B.  COLWELL,  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  and  successful  business  men  of  the 
town  of  Johnston,  belongs  to  an  old  New  England 
family  that  has  given  to  Rhode  Island  many  of  the 
better  class  of  citizens.  He  is  a representative  of 
the  eighth  generation  from  Robert  Colwell,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  in  America,  the  line  of  descent 
being:  (1)  Robert  Colwell,  ( H)  Robert  (2), 

(HI)  Robert  (3),  (IV)  Joseph,  (V)  Stephen, 
(\T)  LTiah,  (VII)  Harley  and  (VHI)  Vdlliam  P>. 

(VI)  LTiah  Colwell,  grandfather  of  William 
B.,  married  Debora  Bowen,  and  lived  in  Glocester, 
R.  1.  He  was  a man  of  great  industry,  and  was 
prominent  in  many  ways  during  his  active  career. 
The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  with  the  fam- 
ilies of  his  children,  and  he  died  in  1863.  His 
children  were:  Harley:  LTiah  R.,  who  married 
Jan.  I,  1849.  Zelote  A.  V'insor,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Winsor,  of  Johnston  ; Joshua,  born  in  1832,  married 
(first)  Fanny  Gallup  and  (second)  Julia  E.  Gluey; 
Ashel ; AVilliam,  a resident  of  Providence : Sel- 
vina,  wbo  married  James  Brown,  and  resides  in 
Providence;  Lillis,  who  married  Jeremiah  Tourte- 
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lotte;  George;  Lamed,  who  married  (first)  Alelissa 
Harris,  and  (second)  Ruth  Aldrich;  and  two  chil- 
dren who  died  in  infancy. 

(VH)  Harley  Colwell,  son  of  Uriah,  was  born 
Alay  18,  1818,  in  Glocester,  where  his  boyhcKxl 
was  passed.  Being  the  eldest  son,  it  early  de- 
volved upon  him  to  assist  in  his  father's  enterprises, 
ixirticularly  that  in  which  he  was  most  active, 
dealing  in  stock.  His  education  was  confined  to 
what  would  to-day  be  termed  but  the  rudiments 
of  the  “three  r's."  In  early  manhood  he  learned 
the  trade  of  stone  mason,  but  was  never  active  in 
that  industry.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in 
a small  wav  in  the  retail  meat  business.  When 
quite  a youth  he  set  out  in  the  world  on  his  own 
acc'Ount,  equipped  with  nothing  but  an  untiring 
industry,  a strong  constitution  and  a determination 
to  succeed.  He  finally  settled  on  a farm  in  John- 
ston in  1855,  which  by  great  labor  and  persevering 
energy  he  cleared  of  much  of  the  stone  and  under- 
brush, thereby  laying  the  foundation  for  what  is 
now  one  of  the  best  properties  in  the  section.  The 
success  which  he  attained  was  entirely  due  to  his 
own  efforts,  as  such  assistance  as  he  received  came 
late  in  life.  Fie  was  intelligent  in  a more  than  or- 
dinary degree  and  he  greatly  deplored  his  limited 
educational  advantages  of  early  life.  He  was, 
however,  a close  observer,  and  by  contact  and  asso- 
ciation he  absorbed  a great  fund  of  information 
upon  many  topics.  He  was  much  interested  in  the 
schools  of  his  community,  and  for  sixteen  years 
was  a member  of  the  Johnston  school  committee. 
He  was  also  elected  to  various  other  offices  of  public 
trust,  all  of  which  he  filled  with  great  credit.  He 
died  Sept.  5,  1901,  and  was  buried  at  Pocasset 
cemetery. 

Air.  Golwell  was  twice  married,  first  on  Nov. 
8,  1838,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  Aloses  Brown,  de- 
scendant of  Chad  Brown,  and  she  died  Oct.  5, 
1869.  He  married  (second)  Catherine  H.  Bick- 
ford, of  Alaine,  who  died  Alarch  24,  1898,  the 
mother  of  but  one  child,  a son.  Leon,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Johnston.  To  the  first  marriage  there 
were  born  ten  children,  as  follows : George  Bowen, 
born  Aug.  10,  1839,  married  Alaria  Cheney, 

daughter  of  Elder  Cheney,  founder  of  the 
Eree  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Johnston,  and 
they  are  residents  of  Anthony,  R.  I. ; James 
Brown,  born  Aug.  18,  1841,  married  Sarah 

Carpenter,  who  survives  him  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence; Alary  Eliza  Brown,  born  Oct.  23,  1843. 
died  in  vouth ; an  infant;  Alaria  Harris,  born  July 
28,  1846,  married  Flenry  Gleason,  and  died,  leaving 
one  son,  Harry  N. ; Harley  Erancis,  born  Aug.  12, 
1848.  married  Carrie  Seaman,  and  they  have  one 
son.  Willis  D.,  and  reside  at  Cumberland,  R.  I. ; 
Alaurice  Gilbert,  born  Dec.  13,  1850;  Ella  Eliza- 
beth, born  Feb.  14,  1855,  married  John  H.  Coffin, 
son  of  Captain  Coffin,  and  they  also  reside  in 
Providence ; William  Buchanan ; and  Pardon 
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Moses,  born  Oct.  26,  1858,  married  Almeda 

iMowry,  and  died,  leaving  a son,  Harry  A.,  a resi- 
dent of  Woonsocket. 

(VIII)  William  Buchanan  Colwell  was  born 
Jan.  4,  1857,  and  married  Betsey  A.,  daughter  of 
Captain  George  ^^’illiam  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
where  he  was  captain  of  militia.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Colwell ; Elmer 
Warren,  Oct.  24,  1882;  Earnest  Ethelbert,  April 
20,  1884  (died  June  10,  1885)  ; and  Raymond  Car- 
penter, Sept.  8,  1891. 

Mr.  Colwell  began  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  subsequently  attended  iMount  Pleasant 
Academy  (known  as  the  Jencks  Mowry  School). 
Eor  five  years  he  was  a popular  and  efficient  school 
teacher  in  Johnston,  but  after  his  marriage  settled 
on  the  homestead  of  his  father,  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  farm.  In  1882  he  purchased  the 
Burrill  farm,  adjoining  the  land  of  his  father,  and 
began  housekeeping  in  December,  of  the  year  men- 
tioned. Here  he  worked  diligently  and  succeeded 
in  adding  to  the  acres  of  tillable  land,  by  clearing 
away  the  stone  and  sapling  growth.  At  the  death 
of  his  father  he  acquired  the  homestead  by  pur- 
chase from  the  other  heirs  and  now  makes  his  home 
on  the  old  residence  on  Hartford  avenue,  but  a 
little  way  beyond  the  line  of  Providence. 

In  his  political  belief  iMr.  Colwell  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  although  the  town  is  normally  Republi- 
can by  a safe  majority,  he  has  held  some  public 
office  for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  is  not  inclined 
toward  fraternal  organizations,  although  at  one 
time  he  was  a member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  F.,  and  he  is 
a member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Xarragansett  Lodge, 
Providence. 

( IX)  Elmer  Warren  Colwell,  eldest  son  of 
William  B.,  was  born  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  Oct.  24, 
1882,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  gradu- 
ating from  the  Providence  high  school  in  the  class 
of  1900.  He  then  became  clerk  in  the  draughting 
room  of  the  Rhode  Isjand  Locomotive  Works, 
where  he  spent  a year,  and  next  accepted  a posi- 
tion with  the  Equitable  Fire  & ^Marine  Insurance 
Company,  of  Providence,  where  he  is  still  em- 
ployed. He  is  a member  of  the  West  Side  Sun 
Set  Club.  He  attends  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Sunday-school. 

(IX)  Raymond  Carpenter  Colwell,  young- 
est son  of  William  B.,  was  born  Sept.  8,  1891.  He 
has  attended  the  public  schools,  and  is  now  a 
student  in  Providence  high  school. 

(\TH)  Maurice  Gilbert  Colwell,  son  of 
Harley,  was  born  on  the  farm  of  his  father  in  the 
town  of  Johnston,  K.  I.,  Dec.  13,  1850.  His  vouth 
and  boyhood  were  ])asscd  on  the  farm  assisting 
with  the  work  and  attending  the  district  schools. 
Later  he  attended  the  academy  of  Jcncks  Mowrv. 
After  three  years'  service  as  a clerk  in  a grocery 
and  meat  market  he  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self in  a retail  meat  business,  covering  a consider- 
able territory  with  a cart  or  wagon,  as  was  the 


customary  method  of  conducting  the  business  at 
that  time.  The  result  of  five  years  in  this  line  was 
the  accumulation  of  sufficient  funds  to  enable  him 
to  open  a market  and  grocery  in  Elmwood,  then  a 
suburb  of  Providence.  This  venture  was  in  con- 
nection with  a partner,  and  through  the  latter’s 
loose  business  standards,  it  proved  a losing  one. 
Mr.  Colwell  meanwhile  had  continued  in  his  pre- 
vivously  established  business,  leaving  the  details  of 
the  second  venture  to  the  partner.  The  loss  sus- 
tained was  a severe  one  to  him  and  represented 
the  profits  and  savings  of  years  of  hard  labor.  Un- 
daunted, however,  he  continued  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness, and  later  he  again  established  himself  in  the 
general  grocery  and  meat  business  in  Olneyville. 
For  ten  years  he  successfully  conducted  this  enter- 
prise, and  at  the  end  of  that  period  he  disposed  of 
it  to  advantage. 

Soon  he  re-engaged  in  the  business  at  another 
location  and  conducted  it  for  three  years,  when  this 
was  disposed  of  and  Mr.  Colwell  afterward  devoted 
himself  to  the  wholesale  meat  business  and  farm- 
ing. He  died  at  his  home  on  Webster  avenue,  Feb. 
17,  1907,  and  was  buried  in  the  Pocasset  ceme- 
tery. 

On  Aug.  31,  1875,  ]Mr.  Colwell  married  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Rounds,  born  Feb.  17,  1853,  daughter  of 
Cyrus  Rounds,  of  whom  and  of  whose  family  and 
lineage  extended  account  is  given  elsewhere.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell  were:  (i) 
Ethel  Ora,  born  Oct.  9,  1876,  is  now  the  widow  of 
W.  H.  Barney.  (2)  Inez  B.,  born  Oct.  3,  1880, 
married  Lewis  A.  Hall,  who  is  connected  with  the 
police  department  of  Providence.  They  have  one 
child,  Glendon  Colwell  Hall.  (3)  Katharine  Eliza, 
born  March  i,  1891,  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Colwell  was  well  known  in  the  community 
wherein  he  passed  all  of  his  life,  and  was  highly 
regarded  and  respected.  In  political  matters  he 
was  entirely  independent  of  party  ties,  and  ex- 
ercised his  right  of  franchise  in  behalf  of  the  can- 
didate whom  he  believed  best  fitted  for  the  posi- 
tion or  office  sought.  i\Irs.  Colwell  is  popular  in 
the  social  circle  in  which  she  moves,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Messiah  Episcopal  Church,  as  are  also 
other  members  of  the  family. 

William  H.  Barney,  son-in-law  of  the  late 
Maurice  G.  Colwell,  was  born  in  Providence  March 
16,  1874,  son  of  William  H.  H.  Barney.  He  was 
educated  in  the  Providence  schools,  and  became  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  business  with  Mr.  Colwell, 
continuing  thus  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
Jan.  29,  1907.  He  was  buried  in  the  Pocasset 
cemetery.  On  Aug.  31,  1900,  he  married  Ethel 
Ora  Colwell,  eldest  daughter  of  Maurice  G.  and 
Sarah  i\I.  (Rounds)  Colwell.  Three  children  were 
horn  to  them  as  follows:  iMaurice  Colwell,  born 
Oct.  6,  1901;  .Mice  Ethel,  June  13.  1903:  and 
Muriel  Ora,  June  2,  1904. 

Mrs.  Barney  was  born  in  Providence,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  the 
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State  Normal  school,  Providence.  For  a time  she 
was  a substitute  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and 
she  also  taught  music  and  dancing,  which  profession 
she  still  follows.  She  is  also  a lady  of  very  artistic 
tastes  and  accomplishments,  and  is  a wood  carver 
of  much  ability.  She  is  also  noted  for  her  beauti- 
ful fancy  work,  her  home  being  charmingly 
decorated  by  her  artistic  hands.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Messiah  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  Mr. 
Barney  also  belonged. 

JASON  ADELBERT  REACH,  known  in  the 
business  circles  of  Providence  for  many  years  as 
the  general  agent  of  the  Travelers’  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  Rhode  Island,  and  a resident  of  Valley 
Falls,  died  July  13,  1905,  after  a long  and  honorable 
career.  He  was  born  Aug.  7,  1839,  in  Putnam, 
Conn.,  son  of  Joseph  Reach  and  grandson  of  Jo- 
seph Reach,  Sr.,  both  of  whom  were  men  of  affairs 
and  prominence  in  their  respective  localities. 

The  family  is  an  old  one  in  Rhode  Island. 
George  Reech  (or  Reach)  was  a-t  Newport,  R.  I., 
in  1679,  and  in  that  year  bought  land  in  Provi- 
dence. He  was  at  the  latter  point  in  1687,  and  still 
there  in  1717.  In  1712  and  1713  he  deeded  land 
to  his  sons  Benjamin,  John  and  William.  Fragmen- 
tary and  meager  vital  records  of  the  family  appear 
in  what  was  ancient  Providence,  in  the  town  of 
Glocester,  the  early  home  of  the  Reach  family  here 
considered. 

Joseph  Reach,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Glocester, 
R.  I.,  and  there  followed  farming  and  coopering. 
He  died  in  that  town,  but  his  remains  were  after- 
ward removed  to  East  Putnam,  Conn.  His  second 
wife  was  Melissa  Bowen,  and  his  children  were : 
Amy,  deceased,  wife  of  Mr.  Hill,  of  Seekonk,  R.  I. ; 
Abigail,  Mrs.  Stanley,  who  died  in  Providence ; 
Ruth,  deceased,  wdfe  of  Rufus  Alton,  of  Glocester ; 
Nancy,  deceased,  wife  of  William  Tolbert,  of  Nor- 
wich ; Joseph ; and  Horace  W.,  who  was  a success- 
ful grocer  of  Glocester,  where  he  died. 

Joseph  Reach,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  Glo- 
cester July  4,  1808,  and  was  reared  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  birth.  After  his  marriage  he  left  the  home 
farm  and  purchased  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Daggett  farm,  on  the  line  which  divides  what  is 
now  Putnam,  Conn.,  and  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. After  a few  years  on  the  State  line  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  the  eastern  part  of  Thompson, 
known  as  the  Parker  farm,  on  which  was  also  a 
toll-gate,  as  well  as  the  store  owned  by  his  brother 
Horace.  Mr.  Reach  managed  the  toll-gate  for 
many  years,  and  his  commercial  ability  had  an  out- 
let in  the  store.  He  attained  success  in  all  his 
ventures,  and  became  a well-to-do  man,  at  one  time 
owning  a tract  of  land  comprising  nineteen  hun- 
dred acres,  situated  in  the  adjoining  towns.  About 
six  years  before  bis  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  22, 
1886,  he  removed  to  Quadiac,  in  the  town  of 
Thompson,  where  he  died.  He  disposed  of  his 
farm  to  a son.  i\tr.  Reach  was  very  active  in 


affairs  generally  throughout  his  life,  and  possessing 
wide  influence  accomplished  much  good.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  business  enterprises  previously  men- 
tioned he  was  for  many  years  interested  in  lum- 
bering, and  contracted  for  the  repairing  of  roads, 
particularly  the  care  of  the  seven  miles  of  turnpike 
between  Chepachet  and  tbe  Connecticut  line.  He 
was  a self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word,  and  never  lost  the  ambition  and  energy  which 
were  his  only  capital  when  he  began  life,  for 
though  he  lost  considerable  during  his  long  and 
busy  career  he  left  a valuable  estate  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  at- 
tended the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Reach  was  twice  married,  his  first  union 
beiitg  to  Sophia  A.  Bowen,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  who 
died  quite  young,  leaving  four  children,  viz. : Lucy 
A.  married  Charles  P.  Sheffield,  of  Thompson, 
Conn.,  now  living  at  West  Woodstock,  Conn. ; 
Nancy  Laura  married  Elias  Sprague,  of  Thomp- 
son, and  is  living  in  Worcester,  IMass. ; Jason  Adel- 
bert  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Horace 
W.,  a school  teacher,  of  Valley  Falls,  married  Mary 
L.  Burgess,  of  Webster,  Alass.  On  Aug.  13,  1843, 
the  father  of  this  family  married  Sophronia  S. 
Converse,  of  Thompson,  who  was  born  March  22, 
1822,  daughter  of  Augustus  and  Sybil  (Smith) 
Converse,  and  died  in  September,  1901,  at  tbe  home 
of  her  soji,  Iscah  C.  Reach,  in  Putnam,  Conn.  She 
was  the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  George 
A.,  the  eldest,  born  May  24,  1845,  is  a prominent 
citizen  of  North  Ashford,  Conn. ; Sophia  A.,  born 
March  22,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Place,  an  ex- 
pert pattern-maker  formerly  residing  in  Olney- 
ville,  now  of  Providence;  Joseph  Henry,  born  Feb. 
14,  1850,  married  Densie  Joslyn,  of  IMalden,  Mass.; 
Iscah  C.,  who  married  Angie  Law,  of  Putnam, 
was  a successful  grocer  and  real  estate  man  of  that 
place,  where  he  is  now  living  retired. 

Jason  Adelbert  Reach,  born  Aug.  7,  1839,  re- 
ceived his  schooling  at  his  native  place,  Putnam, 
and  subsequently  taugbt  school,  in  Glocester.  R. 
I.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  the  lum- 
ber business  in  association  with  his  father,  con- 
tinuing there  for  some  time,  after  which  he  taught 
school  again,  in  Danielsonville,  Chepachet,  Center- 
dale  and  for  many  years  at  Pawtucket  and  Valley 
Ealls.  In  about  1874  he  embarked  in  the  insurance 
business,  as  general  agent  of  the  Travelers’  In- 
surance Company  for  Rhode  Island,  with  office  in 
Providence,  and  gave  his  principal  energy  to  that 
line  until  his  death.  His  long  continuance  in  the 
business  as  the  representative  of  such  a company 
as  the  Travelers’  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  fitness 
for  the  work  and  his  eminent  success  in  it,  and  his 
standing  among  business  men  in  Providence  was 
accordingly  high.  Mr.  Reach  was  interested  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
city,  but  he  was  not  personally  active  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  a member  of  tbe  IMethodist  Church, 
which  he  joined  at  Thompson,  and  belonged  to  tbe 
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Masonic  fraternity,  first  becoming  a member  of 
(ireenville  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  iM.,  and  later  of 
Union  Lodge,  No.  lo,  A.  I'.  & A.  i\I.,  of  Paw- 
tucket. He  was  a Republican  in  political  sentiment. 
The  Providence  Journal  of  July  14,  1905  (the  day 
following  his  decease),  had  the  following  obituary 
notice : 

■■Jason  A.  Reach  died  at  his  home,  on  High 
street.  \'alley  Falls,  last  evening,  after  a prolonged 
illness  caused  by  a complication  of  troubles,  in  his 
sixty-sixth  year.  He  was  probably  as  well  known 
as  any  person  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and 
none  was  more  highly  respected.  For  many  years 
he  was  a school  teacher,  but  about  seventeen  years 
ago  he  relinquished  his  duties  as  an  educator  and 
associated  himself  with  an  insurance  company  in 
Providence.  He  was  a member  of  Union  Lodge  of 
Masons,  and  Lonsdale  Council,  Royal  Arcanum. 
In  addition  to  his  widow,  a son,  M’alter  E.,  of  the 
firm  of  Reach  & Brown,  survives  him.” 

On  Jan.  2,  1862,  Mr.  Reach  married  Ellen 
i\laria  Brown,  of  Smithfield.  who  survives  him. 
They  had  but  one  child,  Walter  Esmond  Reach, 
born  Sept.  10,  1864,  in  Putnam,  Conn.,  a graduate* 
of  Brown  Uhiiversity  (1887),  who  first  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  lace  curtains  in  Valley  Ealls, 
R.  I.,  as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Reach  & 
Brown.  In  IQ07  i\lr.  Reach  retired  from  this  con- 
cern and  is  now  treasurer  and  general  manager  of 
the  Hesse  Manufacturing  Company,  makers  of 
narrow  woven  fabrics,  of  Central  h'alls.  Mr. 
Reach  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  in  1907  was 
elected  president  of  the  town  council  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  R.  I.  He  is  a member  of  Pinion 
Lodge  No.  TO,  A.  E.  & A.  M.;  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, No.  4,  Pawtucket  ; Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2; 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8;  Rhode  Is- 
land Consistory;  and  Palestine  Temple,  IMystic 
Shrine.  On  Sept.  13,  1888.  'Sir.  Reach  married 
Alice  Rose  Doane,  of  Harwich  Port,  Mass.,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Esmond  Doane,  born  July  20, 
1889,  now  attending  the  Philadelphia  Textile 
School. 

iMrs.  Ellen  IMaria  (Brown)  Reach  is  a daughter 
of  William  Fenner  Brown,  and  granddaughter  of 
iMoses  Brown. 

Moses  Brown  was  a son  of  Obadiah.  whose 
other  children  were.  Sarah.  Pardon.  Polly  and 
John.  Moses  Brown  was  a native  of  Providence, 
and  resided  in  the  town  of  Johnston.  He  was  a 
millwright  by  trade,  but  devoted  his  later  years  to 
farming.  His  death  occurred  in  Johnston  in  alK)ut 
1874,  and  he  was  buried  in  Fiortli  Scituate.  IMoses 
Brown  was  originally  a ^\'hig  in  politics,  later  be- 
coming a Republican.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Mary  Harris  and  afterwuird  to  Mrs.  Margaret 
Rnight.  wbo  also  preceded  him  to  the  grave.  His 
children  were  : William  Fenner  ; 1 larris,  a wheel- 
wright, v\ho  resided  at  Olneyville  and  died  there; 
Eliza,  who  married  Harley  Colwell,  a farmer  of 


Johnston,  where  she  died;  and  James,  a butcher 
and  farmer,  who  resided  on  the  home  farm  and 
died  there. 

William  Eenner  Brown  was  born  Oct.  19,  1811, 
in  Johnston,  and  died  Dec.  26,  1890,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  He  learned  the  trade  of  millwright 
with  his  father,  and  followed  that  work  for  many 
years,  until  about  middle  life,  being  engaged  in 
different  parts  of  the  State.  He  then  embarked  in 
the  cotton  manufacturing  business,  going  into  part- 
nership with  his  brothers-in-law,  Albert  and  Ste- 
phen Vhnsor.  The  first  mill  they  operated  was  at 
Clarkville,  in  Glocester,  and  they  continued  to  con- 
duct it  for  several  years,  at  the  same  time  erecting 
and  carrying  on  the  stave  mill  at  Greenville,  now 
known  as  the  Jeremiah  Rnight  mill,  where  they 
remained  until  the  financial  panic  of  1857  brought 
on  reverses.  IMr.  Brown  then  returned  to  his  trade, 
at  which  he  continued  throughout  the  rest  of  his 
active  life,  retiring  a few  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  .Smithfield.  He  is  buried  in  the 
Whnsor  graveyard,  in  the  town  of  Johnston.  Mr. 
Brown  was  a Republican,  and  deeply  interested  in 
the  success  of  his  party,  though  neither  as  an  office 
seeker  nor  holder.  He  was  at  one  time  captain  of 
the  local  militia  company  in  Johnston. 

William  Eenner  Brown  married  Abby  Winsor, 
a native  of  Johnston,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sus- 
annah (Brown)  Winsor,  and  a descendant  of  Chad 
Brown.  She  survived  her  husband  for  eight 
months,  dying  in  Smithfield  Sept.  16,  1891.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  this  union  ; Addie,  now  the 
wife  of  Oscar  A.  Tobey,  town  clerk  and  merchant 
of  Greenville,  town  of  Smithfield ; Ellen  Maria, 
widow  of  Jason  Adelbert  Reach,  residing  in  \ffilley 
Ealls ; Stephen  H.,  a prominent  resident  of  Smith- 
field  ; Edna  Erances,  wife  of  John  O.  Winsor,  of 
Johnston  ; Josephine  Louisa,  who  married  George 
E.  iMann  and  resides  in  Providence;  Henrietta 
Amanda,  who  married  George  B.  Perrin  and  re- 
sided in  Smithfield,  where  she  died ; Mary  Anna, 
who  married  Charles  B.  Colwell  and  resides  on 
Chapin  avenue.  Providence ; Emma  Eliza,  wife  of 
Eranklin  L.  Thornton,  and  residing  in  Providence; 
Abby  Leora.  of  Providence,  unmarried ; and  Lillian 
May,  now  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Earnum,  of  Glocester. 

HON.  GEORGE  W.  SHIMONS,  late  of  Bris- 
tol. R.  I.,  at  one  time  State  senator,  was  a son  of 
Smith  B.  and  Sarah  B.  (Cartee)  Simmons,  and  a 
grandson  of  Comfort  Simmons. 

A Comfort  Simmons  is  shown  by  the  Bristol 
town  records  to  have  died  April  30,  1837,  fifty- 
four  years  of  age,  and  his  widow,  Maria,  July  3. 
]83(y  d'his  Comfort  was  the  son  of  Comfort  and 
Abigail.  Comfort  Simmons  married  Aug.  25, 
1805.  yiary  Drown,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Han- 
nah Drown.  By  the  same  record  it  is  shown  that 
.Smith  B.  .Simmons  died  July  4.  1849.  aged  forty- 
three  years. 
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Thomas  Simmons,  an  ancestor,  a Baptist  min- 
ister, preached  sermons  when  one  hundred  years  of 
age,  and  lived  to  be  105  years  old. 

George  W.  Simmons  was  born  March  9,  1833, 
in  Bristol,  R.  L,  and  married  Oct.  4,  1855,  Eliza- 
beth R.  Allen,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ellen  E. 
(Wilson)  Allen.  They  have  had  children:  Amy 
E.,  deceased ; Emma  E.,  who  married  Charles  H. 
Cary,  of  Maine,  and  has  a daughter  Elisabeth  L. ; 
and  Mary  R.,  who  married  William  F.  Fish,  and 
has  two  sons,  George  Rowland  and  Harold. 

George  W.  Simmons  at  sixteen  years  of  age 
began  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  John 
S.  Weeden,  of  Bristol,  at  the  cabinet-making  trade, 
having  until  that  age  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Bristol.  He  served  his  time  and  continued  his 
trade  with  his  preceptor,  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated for  twenty  years,  in  1869  commencing  the 
undertaking  business  for  himself,  in  which  he  ever 
afterward  continued.  This  is  now  the  oldest  un- 
dertaking business  in  Bristol  county. 

The  I2th  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Volunteers 
was  formed  in  answer  to  a call  of  the  President, 
made  Aug.  4,  1862,  for  300,000  men  to  serve  for 
a period  of  nine  months.  In  this  regiment,  which 
was  under  the  command  of  Col.  George  G.  Browne, 
and  in  Company  E,  commanded  by  Capt.  John  J. 
Phillips,  was  enrolled  at  Bristol,  Sept.  20,  1862, 
George  W.  Simmons  of  that  town,  who  was  made 
sergeant  of  the  company.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
fate  which  awaited  the  young  sergeant,  his  term  of 
active  service  was  not  long,  yet  severe,  and  his 
months  in  hospital  acute  and  trying.  The  history 
of  the  regiment  covering  his  active  service  with 
it  was  marked  by  only  one  engagement,  the  his- 
toric battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Ya.,  in  which  he 
proved  a conspicuous  figure.  The  narrative  which 
follows  is  extracted  from  the  sketch  of  the  regi- 
ment in  the  Adjutant  General’s  report  (1865)  : 

“The  regiment  after  its  muster  into  the  United 
States  service,  Oct.  13,  1862,  in  due  time  proceeded 
to  Camp  Chase,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Arlington 
Heights,  where  it  was  brigaded  into  General 
Casey’s  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Defenses  of 
Washington,  and  received  for  its  arms  the  old 
Springfield  smooth  bores.  Soon  after  the  regiment 
])roceeded  to  Fairfax  Seminary,  and  establishing  a 
camp  devoted  the  time  to  drills  and  picket  duty 
until  Dec.  ist,  when  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
for  the  front  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  where  an 
important  blow  was  soon  to  be  struck.  The  con- 
dition of  the  roads,  the  fitful  humor  of  the  weather, 
the  heavy  burden  of  clothing  and  ammunition  borne 
by  the  men,  the  inadequate  provision  for  baggage 
and  supply  trains,  and  the  early  deficiency  of  ra- 
tions, tended  to  make  the  march  a sore  and  weari- 
some experience,,  enlivened  occasionally  by  an 
amusing  wayside  incident,  but  sufficiently  grave  to 
foreshadow  the  graver  experiences  to  come.  * * 

The  regiment  remained  at  this  place  ( Camp  Smoke) , 
Aquia  Landing,  across  the  Potomac,  for  three  days, 
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when  with  the  brigade  it  marched  to  the  front  be- 
fore Fredericksburg.  It  arrived  at  Falmouth  on 
the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  Dec.  loth,  and  was 
there  brigaded  with  the  7th  in  the  ist  Brigade, 
General  Nagle,  2d  Division,  General  Sturgis,  of 
the  9th  Army  Corps,  General  French,  General  Sum- 
ner’s Grand  Division.  Here  the  regiment  lay  all 
night  on  its  arms,  ready  to  march  at  a moment's 
notice.  The  next  morning  it  was  ordered  out,  and 
forming  in  line  toward  Fredericksburg  remained 
in  that  position  all  day.  About  five  o’clock  p.  m. 
it  was  ordered  back,  and  unsheltered  passed  an- 
other night,  reposing  on  its  arms.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 2th  it  crossed  the  river  to  Fredericks- 
burg, where  it  passed  the  night,  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  13th  formed  in  line  of  battle  and 
marched  to  the  front,  where  the  fighting  had  al-. 
ready  begun.  In  reaching  the  field  of  action,  the 
regiment  was  obliged  to  cross  a deep  cut,  where  it 
experienced  a heavy  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy, 
which,  had  it  been  directed  with  as  much  accuracw 
as  vigor,  must  have  told  severely  on  its  ranks.  To 
descend  into  the  cut  was  easy  enough,  but  to  ascend 
the  opposite  bank  was  nearly  impossible,  and  form- 
ing in  line  at  the  bottom  of  the  cut,  under  a per- 
fect storm  of  canister  and  grape.  Colonel  Browne 
marched  his  men  by  the  flank  down  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  railroad,  and  then  on  the  railroad  to 
the  place  where  the  right  wing  crossed.  There 
forming  in  line  they  pushed  up  and  Lieutenant 
Abbott  planted  the  regimental  colors  on  the  ex- 
treme front  of  the  Pmion  line.  Once  on  the  field 
and  fairly  engaged,  the  regiment  did  its  duty  with 
the  spirit  of  veterans.  * * * q'Pg  regiment 

occupied  one  of  the  hottest  positions  on  the  field 
and  doggedly  held  its  ground  until  evening,  when, 
having  fired  away  all  its  ammunition,  and  the  other 
regiments  retiring,  it  filed  into  the  rear  of  the  re- 
treating column  and  returned  to  the  position  it 
occupied  in  Fredericksburg  the  night  before.  Roll 
call  showed  109  killed  and  wounded,  besides 
ninety-five  missing,  many  of  whom  afterward  came 
in.  The  regiment  remained  two  days  in  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  on  Monday  night,  Dec.  15,  re- 
crossed the  river  and  went  into  camp.” 

*Tn  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  Sergeant  Sim- 
mons was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  thigh,  and 
was  in  the  hosi^ital  from  that  time  until  Alarch  5, 
1863.  when  he  was  discharged  at  Lovell  Hospital, 
at  Portsmouth  Grove,  Rhode  Island. 

For  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Simmons  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Fire  Department  of  Bristol,  and  in  1869 
he  was  foreman  of  King  Philip  hand  engine,  and 
for  two  years  he  was  also  assistant  engineer  on  the 
board  of  engineers  of  the  department.  He  formerlv 
belonged  to  the  Bristol  Train  of  Artillery.  As  a 
Republican  he  was  elected  a representative  from 
Bristol  to  the  lower  house  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  1891,  and  re-elected  continuously  until  1897, 
which  year  he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  Senate, 
and  was  elected  to  that  body  each  year  thereafter 
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until  1902.  AX'hile  in  the  Senate  he  was  a member 
of  the  committee  on  Corporations. 

2\lr.  Simmons  was  a member  of  St.  Alban’s 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  INF,  from  1864;  a member  of 
United  Brothers  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  from  1870; 
a member  and  past  chief  patriarch  of  Wampanoag 
Encampment;  and  past  ensign  and  lieutenant  of 
Canton  Miller,  Patriarchs  Militant.  He  was  also 
a member  of  Burnside  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  of  Bab- 
bit Post,  G.  A.  R.  \\’hen  he  passed  away,  INIay  6, 
1905,  he  was  mourned  for  his  sterling  worth  as  a 
citizen  and  friend  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  He  had  led  a life  which  in  its 
heroism  in  time  of  his  country’s  peril,  in  its  fulfill- 
ment of  public  trust,  and  private  and  domestic 
duty,  stands  out  as  a monument  to  honest  living 
anef  right  thinking.  He  w^as  a loving  husband  and 
father,  a true  and  loyal  friend,  and  one  whose  life 
was  full  of  usefulness  in  all  its  relations. 

^OHN  EDSON  MANCHESTER  (deceased), 
a well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Tiver- 
ton, R.  L,  where  for  years  he  was  a leading  dairy 
farmer,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  Dec.  28, 
1840,  son  of  the  late  John  S.  Manchester,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Manchester,  of  England,  the 
first  of  the  name  in  America. 

As  early  as  1655  there  is  record  of  Thomas 
Manchester  and  his  wife  Margaret  (Wood)  at 
Portsmouth,  in  January  of  \vhich  year  they  sold 
land  at  Tiverton.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Manchester 
had  a grant  of  eight  acres,  and  in  the  year  follow- 
ing he  sold  an  interest  in  Conanicut  and  Dutch 
Islands.  From  this  couple  have  descended  the 
Manchesters  of  the  ancient  town  of  Tiverton, 
which  in  its  early  history  was  a part  of  Massachu- 
setts and  sent  its  representatives  to  the  General 
Court  at  Cambridge.  The  records  show  that  since 
the  town  became  a part  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  there  has  hardly 
been  a period  of  any  length  when  the  name  of 
Manchester  has  not  figured  officially  in  the  town, 
men  of  the  name  frequently  representing  it  in  the 
House  of  Deputies,  as  the  lower  branch  of  the 
Colonial  legislature  was  once  called,  and  later  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State. 

The  children  of  Thomas  Manchester  and  his 
wife  were ; Thomas,  of  Portsmouth ; William,  of 
Portsmouth  and  Tiverton ; John,  of  Portsmouth ; 
Stephen,  of  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton ; Job,  of 
Dartmouth ; and  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  It  was  this 
William  Manchester  of  Tiverton  through  whom, 
perhaps,  descended  the  greater  number  of  the  name 
who  have  lived  in  the  town. 

William  Manchester  was  born  in  1654,  and 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  I\Iary  (Bor- 
den) Cook.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1675.  and 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Tiverton  at  tbe  organization 
of  the  town  in  1692.  He  died  in  1718,  and  on  Nov. 
3d  of  that  year  his  will  was  proved.  His  children 
were:  John,  William,  Mary,  Sarah,  Deborah,  Eliz- 


abeth, Margaret,  Amey,  Susanna,  Rebecca  and 
Thomas. 

I’eleg  Manchester,  great-grandfather  of  John  E., 
resided  in  Tiverton,  and  to  him  and  his  wife,  Mar- 
garet, there  were  born,  according  to  the  Tiverton 
town  records,  eleven  children  as  follows : Philip, 
born  May  12,  1755;  Rhoda,  born  Feb.  27,  1757; 
Benjamin,  born  March  17,  1759;  John,  born  March 
28,  1761;  Gardner,  born  Dec.  5,  1763;  Perry,  born 
Nov.  2,  1765;  Eseck,  born  April  23,  1768;  Ea- 
ward,  born  June  23,  1770;  Cynthia,  born  Nov.  17, 
1772;  Baily,  born  Feb.  20,  1775;  and  Peleg,  born 
April  23,  1778. 

John  Manchester,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born  at 
Tiverton,  March  28,  1761,  and  he  lived  and  died 
at  that  place,  devoting  his  entire  life  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  Miss  Brayton,  and  among 
their  children  was  a son,  John  S. 

John  S.  Manchester,  son  of  John,  was  born 
about  1795.  and  made  his  home  in  the  town  of  Tiv- 
erton. He  located  on  a tract  of  seventy  acres, 
known  as  the  Prince  Durfee  farm,  and  there  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  In  his  early  years 
he  followed  the  sea,  sailing  out  of  New  Bedford 
in  the  whaling  trade,  as  well  as  in  the  Atlantic 
coast  trade,  but  this  he  later  gave  up  to  engage  in 
farming.  Mr.  Manchester  attained  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  and  died  on  his  farm  July  7, 
1880,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Pocasset  Hill  ceme- 
tery. He  joined  the  Baptist  Church  when  a young 
man,  but  in  later  years  attended  the  Friends’  meet- 
ings. In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  becom- 
ing a Republican. 

John  S.  Manchester  married  Judith  Durfee, 
who  was  born  in  August.  1804,  and  who  died  Oct. 
22,  1876.  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  she 
was  buried  in  the  same  cemetery.  Their  children 
were:  Isaac  Durfee,  born  Sept.  26,  1831,  died 
July  6,  1885;  William,  born  Dec.  16,  1832,  died 
Aug.  3.  1833 ; Elizabeth  G.,  born  in  April,  1834, 
married  Solomon  Gardner;  Alice  D.,  born  Jan.  6, 

1836,  died  June  14,  1897;  Mary  A.,  born  April  25. 

1837,  died  March  5,  1840;  John  W.,  born  June  9, 
1839,  died  March  28,  1840;  John  Edson,  born  Dec. 
28,  1840;  IMary  J.,  born  IMay  13,  1844,  died  Nov. 
22,  1861. 

John  Edson  Manchester’s  boyhood  days  were 
spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  attended  school  in  the 
home  district.  He  worked  at  home  on  the  farm 
until  his  father's  retirement,  when  he  took  up  the 
management  of  the  home  place,  and  engaged  in 
the  dairy  husiness,  finding  a ready  market  in  the 
town  of  Fall  River,  for  his  product,  for  which  he 
kept  a herd  of  about  fifteen  cows.  After  his  retire- 
ment his  son  carried  on  the  business,  having  the 
same  families  as  customers  that  patronized  his 
father  and  grandfather.  Mr.  Manchester  was  one 
of  the  largest  real  estate  owners  and  wealthiest  men 
in  Tiverton.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
for  three  years  was  a member  of  the  town  council, 
also  serving  for  twelve  years  as  a member  of  the 
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board  of  assessors.  He  was  also  superintendent  of 
the  Pocasset  Hill  cemetery.  Throughout  his  com- 
munity he  was  known  as  a substantial  citizen  of 
much  honor  and  integrity,  and  he  was  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  death  oc- 
curred Dec.  19,  1907,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year. 

On  Dec.  22,  1870,  Hr.  ^Manchester  was  married 
to  Rachel  Manley,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  L,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Abbie  (Brownell)  Manley,  and 
granddaughter  of  W'illiam  and  Judith  (Snell) 
Manley  and  Stephen  and  Mary  (Coggeshall) 
Brownell.  To  iSir.  and  Mrs.  Manchester  were 
born  two  children,  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  born  July 
24,  1872,  married  William  H.  Brayton,  of  Fall 
River,  a tea  and  coffee  merchant,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Edith  L. ; John  E.,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  29, 
1875,  who  carries  on  the  business  formerly  con- 
ducted by  his  father  and  grandfather,  married  Nov. 
15,  1899,  Ellen  B.  Pemberton,  and  they  have  one 
child.  Avis  B.,  born  Sept.  10,  1900. 

THOMAS  NUTTING,  ^I.  D.  Although  many 
years  have  elapsed  since  Dr.  Nutting  passed  be- 
yond the  ken  of  those  who  knew  and  loved  him, 
he  is  still  remembered  and  is  recalled  as  the  em- 
bodiment of  New  Englancrs  best  and  noblest  citi- 
zenship. 

Dr.  Nutting  was  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  April 
6,  1814.  His  father  was  John  Nutting,  originally 
of  Littleton,  Mass. ; his  mother  was  Eunice 
(Pierce)  of  Groton,  jMass.  His  parents  came  to 
Rhode  Island  and  settled  in  Coventry,  at  what  is 
known  as  Bowen’s  Hill,  about  the  close  of  the  sec- 
ond war  with  England.  Dr.  Nutting’s  preliminary 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  of 
Coventry  and  Warwick.  He  read  medicine  first 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Wheeler,  of  East  Greenwich, 
and  later  with  Dr.  Andros,  of  Warwick.  He  grad- 
uated in  1838,  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  a school  which  at  that  time  stood 
deservedly  high,  but  which,  from  lack  of  clinical 
material,  has  followed  the  fate  of  other  country 
colleges,  and  been  discontinued.  Immediately  after 
graduation  he  commenced  practice  in  North  Scit- 
uate,  R.  I.,  remaining  there  but  a short  time;  he 
then  went  to  Clayville,  and  again  removed  to  Geor- 
giaville  in  1840.  He  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Med- 
ical Society  in  that  year,  and  remained  in  practice 
at  that  place  until  his  death.  He  died  March  21, 
1886,  and  was  buried  near  his  dwelling,  the  entire 
community  attending  his  funeral  to  honor  their 
physician  and  friend. 

Dr.  Nutting  never  sought  nor  willingly  held 
office  in  any  civil,  political  or  religious  organiza- 
tions. He  was  a lifelong  Democrat,  as  was  his 
father  before  him.  He  was  for  many  years  a mem- 
ber of  King  Solomon’s  Lodge  of  Freemasons  at 
Lime  Rock.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  a Bap- 
tist Church  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  but  later  be- 
came in  faith  a Universalist.  This  change  was 
brought  about  by  his  own  personal  study  and 


thought,  and  in  his  later  years  he  became  thor- 
oughly well  read  in  the  theology  of  his  chosen  faith. 
He  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  a 
beautiful  church,  which  was  dedicated  but  a short 
time  before  he  died.  He  seemed  to  feel,  when  that 
was  completed,  that  his  life’s  work  was  done. 

The  old  residents  of  Georgiaville  and  its  vicinity- 
speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  Dr.  Nutting’s  pro- 
fessional skill,  but  even  more  highly  did  they  value 
him  as  a friend  in  illness  or  other  times  of  need. 
He  was  pre-eminently  the  “family  physician”  in 
all  that  the  term  implies.  He  regarded  his  patients 
as  friends  who  were  ill,  and  not  merely  as  “cases” 
to  be  treated,  and  he  bore  the  patient  in  mind  fully 
as  much  as  the  disease.  He  never  tried  to  make  a 
reputation  by  falsely  assuming  to  know  more  than 
he"  did,  nor  did  he  try  to  build  up  his  own  repu- 
tation at  the  expense  of  another. 

Soon  after  his  graduation  Dr.  Nutting  was  mar- 
ried to  IMiss  Mary  Stone,  daughter  of  William 
Stone  of  Warwick.  She  was  born  Sept.  25,  1814, 
and  died  Sept.  9,  1842,  the  mother  of  two  children : 
Julia  Maria,  born  Jan.  25,  1840,  married  Phelon 
E.  Gavitt,  and  resided  in  Georgiaville,  where  she 
died  Dec.  30,  1883;  Alary  Minerva,  born  Feb.  14, 
1842,  married  William  M.  Sherman,  resided  at 
Georgiaville  and  there  died,  March  28,  1879,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Carrie  Irene,  born  Oct.  14,  1862, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  James  Harris,  and  resides 
at  the  homestead  in  Georgiaville.  Dr.  Nutting  for 
his  second  wife  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Nestcott, 
born  Jan.  21,  1810.  Airs.  Nutting  survived  him 
and  died  Oct.  15,  1889,  being  tenderly  cared  for  in 
the  feebleness  of  her  old  age  by  the  last  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Dr.  Nutting,  Airs.  Harris. 

WALTER  B.  KNIGHT,  residing  in  the  town 
of  Glocester,  west  of  the  village  of  Greenville,  de- 
scends from  an  old  family  in  Rhode  Island,  the 
early  records  of  which  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  publication. 

Reuben  Knight,  his  father,  was  born  in  Cov- 
entry, R.  I.,  son  of  Colonel  and  Betsey  (Wilcox) 
Knight,  and  was  a young  man  when  his  father 
moved  to  Greenville.  He  was  reared  to  hard  work, 
and  when  a young  man  was  employed  as  a factory 
hand,  laborer  and  teamster.  After  his  marriage 
he  resided  in  Johnston  for  several  years,  being  en- 
gaged at  farming  and  teaming,  and  later  removed 
to  Glocester,  where  he  purchased  the  Alann  farm, 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son.  There  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  died  June  ii,  1896. 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  was  buried 
in  a private  graveyard  on  the  farm. 

Air.  Knight  married  Sarah  Alaria  Knowlton, 
who  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
Aleltiah  and  Alary  (Darling)  Knowlton.  Airs. 
Knight  died  June  25,  1864,  aged  forty  years.  They 
had  a family  of  nine  children:  (r)  William  Henry 
married  Anna  Newell  and  resides  in  Scituate,  the 
father  of  the  following  children:  Alary;  Sarah,  de- 
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ceased  ; Hattie  ; Chester  ; Frank  ; Fred,  and  Elizabeth. 
(2)  Louise  married  (tirst)  Albert  Simmons,  by 
whom  she  had  one  daughter,  Sarah.  IMrs.  Simmons 
lor  her  second  husband  married  Henry  Horr,  and 
had  one  daughter,  Fhebe,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  Fier  third  marriage  was  to  James 
Price,  and  they  had  two  daughters,  Lottie  and 
Hamie.  Mrs.  Price  died  in  Providence.  (3)  IMary 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  (4)  Betsey  married  W’il- 
liam  B.  Appelby,  resides  in  Providence,  and  has  two 
children,  Hattie  and  Ida.  (5)  Alzada  married 
John  S.  M’eymouth,  of  Providence,  and  they  have 
had  two  children,  Eddie  J.  (deceased),  and  Reu- 
ben. (0)  Reuben  died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  [j) 
Sarah  Al.  is  the  widow  of  Walter  S.  Smith,  of  Glo- 
cester.  They  were  the  parents  of  CSrrie  L.,  Lottie 
A.  (deceased),  and  Walter  B.  (8)  George  W. 
married  Grace  Angell  and  died  in  Providence. 
Their  children  were  Harry  (deceased),  Everett  C., 
Clarence  A.,  George  W.  (deceased),  Elorence  (de- 
ceased), Ralph  and  Mildred.  (9)  Walter  B.  was 
the  youngest  of  the  family. 

\\  alter  B.  Knight  was  horn  Jan.  27,  1862,  in 
the  house  he  now  occupies,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school.  He  was  reared  to  the 
hard  work  of  the  farm,  but  previous  to  his  marriage 
was  employed  at  teaming,  doing  this  work  in  Prov- 
idence. After  his  marriage  he  resided  for  one  year 
on  the  home  farm  and  then  removed  to  Scituate, 
where  he  lived  for  four  years  on  a rented  farm  and 
in  addition  to  farming  dealt  in  charcoal.  In  the 
fall  of  1895  he  returned  to  the  home  farm,  which 
he  had  purchased.  He  has  made  improvements  011 
the  place  and  has  also  successfully  conducted  a 
charcoal  business,  selling  the  product  in  Providence 
and  Pawtucket.  He  is  the  largest  dealer  in  that 
line  in  his  section. 

On  July  26,  1888,  Mr.  Knight  was  married  to 
Lena  i\I.  Stewart,  daughter  of  David  Stewart,  of 
Newport,  and  the  following  children  have  been 
born  to  them ; Louisa,  Alzada,  Cora  L.,  Walter 
R.  D.  and  Eddie  J. 

Mr.  Knight  in  his  political  views  is  a Repuhli- 
can,  and  in  1901  he  was  elected  a memher  of  the 
town  council  of  Glocester,  serving  for  four  years, 
with  great  efficiency.  In  fraternal  connection  he 
is  a member  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  E.  & A. 
M..  at  Greenville.  ^Ir.  Knight  is  an  industrious, 
self-made  man,  thoroughly  reliahlc  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. and  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

BRADFORD  B.XRPER  MOORIf,  one  of  the 
host  known  residents  of  the  town  of  Richmond, 
R.  I.,  was  born  in  that  town  Feh.  6.  1861,  and  is 
a descendant  of  an  old  family  of  Richmond. 

John  Moore,  a cooper  hy  trade,  emigrated  from 
England.  He  and  liis  wife.  Mercy  Easton,  who 
was  also  of  English  birth,  removed  from  Xew])ort 
to  what  is  now  the  town  of  Richmond  and  lie 


bought  land  ia  the  northern  part  of  Richmond  in 
1704,  from  John  Hoxsie.  In  1728  John  was  a free- 
man of  Westerly.  He  survived  his  wife,  and  died 
and  was  huried  in  Richmond  in  1753,  and  in  1903 
a cenotaph  in  his  memory  was  erected  in  the 
Friends  Burial  Ground  in  Richmond  hy  his  great- 
great-grandson,  Benjamin  Barber  Moore.  The 
children  of  John  and  Mercy  (Easton)  Moore  were: 
Robert,  Stephen,  George  and  David. 

David  Moore,  son  of  John,  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1721,  in  the  town  of  Richmond  (then  Westerly), 
and  died  Dec.  5,  1805.  He  lived  on  the  homestead 
of  his  father  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  was  drawn  for  service  in  the  Continental  army, 
his  son  Silas  serving  in  his  stead.  On  Nov.  24, 
1745,  he  was  married,  hy  Elder  John  Hicks,  to 
Mary  (Barker)  James,  widow  of  Thomas  James, 
and  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Annie  Barker.  She 
was  born  in  1721,  in  Richmond,  and  died  Eeb.  28, 
1808.  Their  children  were:  Phebe,  IMercy, 

David,  Elizabeth,  Amey  (who  died  young),  Amey 
(2),  Mary,  John  (who  died  young),  John  (2)  and 
Silas. 

Silas  Moore,  son  of  David,  born  Nov.  14,  1759, 
in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  served  in  the  expedition  against 
Newport.  On  Sept.  3,  1832,  he  applied  for  a pen- 
sion, and  was  granted  one  for  two  years’  service 
in  the  Continental  army  under  Captain  Church 
and  Colonel  Potter.  He  was  an  extensive  land- 
owner  in  Richmond,  was  at  various  times  a con- 
stable, deputy  sheriff  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  a man  highly  respected  in  the  community  and 
revered  by  his  descendants,  nearly  every  family  of 
them  naming  a child  for  him.  He  died  May  5, 
1854,  aged  ninety-four  years,  five  months,  twenty- 
one  days.  On  March  7,  1780,  he  married  Chloe 
Phillips,  who  was  born  in  1760,  daughter  of  Bar- 
tholomew and  Elizabeth  (Bailey)  Phillips,  and 
died  Jan.  4,  1838.  Their  children  were:  Nathan, 
IMary,  Elizabeth,  Jerusha,  Mercy,  Silas,  David  and 
Bartholomew. 

Nathan  Moore,  son  of  Silas,  was  born  May  T, 
1782,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1862.  He  was  called  Sepfire 
IMoore,  being  a trial  justice,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  in  1840  moved  to  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson,  Bradford  Barber  Moore.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  married  Dec.  22, 
1803,  Mary  M.  Sheldon,  who  was  horn  July  18, 
1786,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Moore) 
Sheldon,  and  died  in  1876.  They  had  a family  pf 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  reached  manhood  and 
womanhood,  their  dates  of  birth  and  death  being 
as  follows:  James  S.,  Aug.  29,  1805,  Jan.  10, 
1875;  Chloe  P.,  April  17,  1807,  9-  1889;  De- 

borah, July  27,  1809,  Aiufl  19,  1876;  Elizabeth  S., 
June  3,  i8ir,  Dec.  21,  1883;  Silas  E..  May  2,  1813, 
July  ir.  1846;  Nathan.  Jr..  Sej)t.  6,  1815,  May  18, 
1893;  Rartholomew,  IMay  17,  i8t8,  Feb.  25,  1841; 
Mary  A.,  Nov.  9,  1820,  June  19,  1853;  Isaac  S.,. 
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Jan.  16,  1823,  Feb.  20,  1855  J David  C.,  J^Iay  25, 
1825,  April  2,  1899;  Benjamin  B.,  Sept.  14,  1827, 
June  9,  1903. 

Benjamin  Barber  Moore,  son  of  Nathan,  was 
born  Sept.  14,  1827,  and  died  June  9,  1903.  He 
was  the  youngest  and  last  surviving  member  of 
the  large  family  born  to  his  parents.  He  spent 
his  school  days  in  Richmond,  and  from  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  lived  on  the  afore-mentioned  farm, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  active  in  town 
affairs  and  served  as  assessor  and  member  of  the 
town  council.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for 
many  years  previously,  he  was  a member  of  Charity 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Democrat,  and  religiously  he  was 
for  many  years  a member  of  the  Society  of  the 
Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  at  Providence,  R. 
I.,  continuing  to  be  identified  with  that  body  to  the 
close  of  his  life. 

On  Nov.  25,  1855,  Mr.  Moore  married  Abby 
Louisa  Clarke,  daughter  of  Bradford  Clarke.  She 
was  born  Sept.  7,  1829,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1896. 
To  them  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  we 
have  the  following  record : ( i ) Louisa  Ann,  born 
June  10,  1856,  was  married  Jan.  30,  1877,  to  Wil- 
liam Joseph  Nichols,  and  resides  in  Westerly,  R.  I. 
They  have  had  four  children,  born  as  follows : 
Charles  Herbert,  June  16,  1879;  Bertha  Lillian, 
Nov.  23,  1881;  Mary  Louisa,  Oct.  13,  1884;  and 
Florence  Clarke,  Jan.  4,  1888.  (2)  Sarah  Victoria, 

born  Aug.  16,  1858,  was  married  Sept.  30,  1889, 
to  James  Rogers  Larkin,  and  resides  in  Wakefield, 
R.  I.  (3)  Bradford  Barber  is  mentioned  below. 
(4)  Mary  Abby,  born  March  27,  1863,  was  mar- 
ried March  27,  1886,  to  Arthur  Americus  Wood, 
and  resides  in  Slocum,  R.  1.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, born  as  follows ; Edith  Channing,  Jan.  14, 
1891;  Susie  Stanton,  Jan.  17,  1893;  and  William 
Havens,  July  30,  1896.  (5)  Martha  Sheldon,  born 
Oct.  17,  1864,  married  Oct.  16,  1890,  Edward  Au- 
gustus Larkin,  and  resides  at  Matunuck,  R.  I.  (6) 
Eliza  Clarke,  born  Jan.  3,  1867,  married  Oct.  28, 
1891,  Byron  Wood  Church,  and  resides  at  Nyack, 
N.  Y.  They  have  two  children,  Dorothy  Victoria, 
born  Aug.  26,  1893,  and  Mildred  Drusilla,  born 
Nov.  22,  1897.  (7)  Nathan  Lewis  Cass,  born  Aug. 

21,  1870,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  Venice, 
Elorida. 

Bradford  Barber  Moore  was  born  Eeb.  6,  1861, 
in  the  house  where  he  now  resides  in  Richmond, 
R.  I.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  and  for  a time  taught  school 
in  the  Hall  District  in  Exeter.  He  is  one  of  the 
thrifty,  progressive  farmers  of  his  town  and  a citi- 
zen of  high  standing.  Mr.  Moore  has  taken  great 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  for  about 
twenty  years  has  been  town  sergeant ; for  ten  years, 
tax  collector ; was  trustee  of  the  school  district  in 
which  he  resides  from  1892  until  the  change  from 
the  district  system  to  the  present  town  system — a 
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period  of  more  than  ten  years ; has  taken  the  annual 
school  census  of  the  town  of  Richmond,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions,  for  the  past  twenty  years ; and 
has  twice  taken  the  State  census.  Politically  he  is 
independent  in  town  affairs,  but  on  national  cpies- 
tions  his  sympathy  and  support  are  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party  as  now'  constituted. 

On  Oct.  28,  1892,  Mr.  Moore  married,  in  Mys- 
tic, Conn.,  Sarah  Ellen  Hoxsie,  daughter  of  James 
Wilson  Hoxie.  To  this  union  w'as  born  one  son, 
Andrew'  Wilson,  on  May  7,  1894.  Mr.  Moore  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
of  Richmond. 

TILLINGHAST  (line  of  Charles  E.  and  Janies 
E.  Tillinghast,  of  Providence). 

(1)  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast,  a native  of  Seven 
Cliffs,  County  of  Sussex,  England,  born  in  1622, 
and,  according  to  tradition,  a soldier  in  Cromwell’s 
army,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Providence. 
He  was  a leading  man  in  the  affairs  of  the  Colony 
and  the  most  prominent  merchant  of  the  town  of 
his  time.  He  was  twice  married,  and  among  the 
children  born  to  the  second  marriage  was  a son, 
Philip,  the  mother  being  Lydia,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Lydia  (Masters)  Taber.  A more  complete 
record  of  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast  and  his  family 
w'ill  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

(H)  Hon.  Philip  Tillinghast,  second  son  of 
Rev.  Pardon  and  Lydia,  was  born  in  October,  1668, 
and  died  March  14,  1731.  He  was  a merchant  and 
rose  to  large  wealth  before  1700.  He  engaged  in 
foreign  commerce  and  had  warehouses  on  South 
Water  street,  which  were  in  later  years  leased  to 
Brown  & Ives.  At  one  time  he  lost  two  ships  at 
sea,  representing  a fortune  at  that  period.  Philip 
Tillinghast  represented  the  tow'n  many  times  in  tne 
Colonial  Assembly,  and  W'as  also  through  a long 
period  of  years  a member  of  the  tow'ii  council,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  assistant,  etc.  He  married  May 
3,  1692,  IMartha  Holmes,  of  Newport,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  granddaughter  of  Obadiah  Holmes, 
a Baptist  minister.  She  w'as  born  in  1675  and  died 
in  1729.  Their  children  were:  Charles,  born 

March  5,  1693,  died  April  12,  1743,  married  Mercy 
Tillinghast,  born  in  1693,  w'ho  died  March  10, 
1734;  Capt.  William,  born  in  1714,  died  in  1753, 
married  Lydia  Harris;  Elisha,  born  Aug.  29,  1716, 
is  mentioned  further  on;  Mary,  born  Feb.  16,  1718, 
married  John  Wiley,  and  resided  in  New  York. 

(HI)  Elisha  Tillinghast,  son  of  Hon.  Philip, 
W'as  born  Aug.  29,  1716,  and  resided  in  Providence, 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits.  He  died  March 
23,  1758.  He  married  Deliverance  Pearce,  born 
July  10,  1713,  who  died  March  31,  1755,  and  they 
had  these  children:  Joseph  E.,  born  Jan.  17,  1739; 
John,  Dec.  9,  1743  (died  May  6,  1810)  ; Daniel, 
1745  (died  May  7,  1763);  Samuel,  1747  (lost  his 
life  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras)  ; and  Sarah,  April 
17,  1749  (died  Oct.  15,  1804). 
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(I\0  Capt.  Joseph  Elisha  Tillinghast,  son  of 
Elisha,  born  Jan.  17,  1739,  became  a sea  captain, 
sailing  from  Erovidence  to  European  ports.  He 
died  Dec.  18,  1781.  On  Feb.  10,  1765,  he  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Brown,  of  East  Greenwich,  born 
Dec.  I.  1742,  who  died  Oct.  28,  1778.  His  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  Dec.  5,  1780,  was  Hermione 
Brown,  sister  to  his  first  wife.  She  was  born  m 
1745  and  died  in  1782.  Three  children  came  to 
the  first  marriage,  viz.:  Elisha,  born  Dec.  13,  1768, 
died  Aug.  5.  1785;  Charles  Wiley,  born  Oct.  6,  (or 
16)  1770,  is  mentioned  further  on;  Sarah,  born  in 
1773,  died  in  1774.  To  the  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast  there  was  born  one  son,  Joseph,  who 
died  when  an  infant. 

(\')  Capt.  Charles  Wiley  Tillinghast,  son  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Elisha,  was  born  Oct.  16  (or  6),  177O) 
in  Providence,  and  was  a seafaring  man,  command- 
ing vessels  sailing  from  Providence  in  the  coasting 
trade.  He  died  Nov.  5,  1834.  He  married  (first) 
Lucy  Carew,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  born  July  ii, 
178^^  who  died  Aug.  27,  1800,  the  mother  of  one 
son.  Joseph  Elisha,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
days.  Captain  Tillinghast  for  his  second  wife  mar- 
ried Sept.  21,  1809,  Lydia,  born  June  3,  1783, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Israel  Arnold,  who  was  a well- 
known  sea  captain  in  his  day,  plying  between  this 
country  and  European  ports.  Mrs.  Tillinghast  sur- 
vived her  husband  until  iMay  6,  1865.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Charles  Elisha,  born  July  10,  1812; 
James  Brown,  born  Sept.  14,  1815,  who  died  Feb. 
14,  1845 : Elizabeth  Brown,  born  Sept.  14, 

1818.  who  died  Oct.  12,  1822. 

(\T)  Charles  Elisha  Tillinghast,  son  of 
Capt.  Charles  Wiley,  born  July  10,  1812,  in  Prov- 
idence, became  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  a clerk 
in  the  crockery  store  of  Pratt  & Elliott,  on  West- 
minster street,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until  he 
was  admitted  as  a partner,  the  firm  becoming  Pratt, 
Elliott  & Tillinghast.  Later  Mr.  Pratt  withdrew 
from  the  firm  and  still  later  i\Ir.  Tillinghast  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Elliott,  continuing  the 
business  under  the  name  of  Charles  E.  Tillinghast 
for  many  years.  He  retired  from  active  business 
3.  number  of  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred July  27,  1893,  at  Wickford,  while  there  on  a 
visit.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  family  lot 
in  the  North  burying-ground.  IMr.  Tillinghast  was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  he  served 
in  the  common  council  from  1851  to  1855.  He 
was  a charter  member  of  the  Squantum  Club,  a 
member  of  the  Providence  Athemeum,  and  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  and  took  a deep 
interest  in  historical  matters,  devoting  much  time 
in  his  later  years  of  leisure  to  genealogical  research, 
collecting  considerable  information  pertaining  to 
his  branch  of  the  Tillinghast  family.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  b'irst  Baptist  Church,  as  was  his 
wife.  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  a gentleman  of  the  old 
school,  courteous  and  engaging,  and  a representa- 


tive of  the  old-time  Providence  merchant  of  a half- 
century  ago. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  married  (first)  Mary  Ann  Bai- 
ley, born  Feb.  ii,  1813,  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Dolly  Bailey,  and  she  died  Alay  20,  1841,  the 
mother  . of  two  children.  ( i ) Charles  Howard, 
born  Feb.  15,  1839,  was  a seafaring  man  and  for  a 
time  during  the  (Tivil  war  was  a master’s  mate  in 
the  United  States  navy  on  the  “Tacoma.”  He  was 
lost  from  a schooner  during  a typhoon  in  the  Indian 
Ocean,  April  30,  1865.  (2)  Alarion  Bailey,  born 

Alay  II,  1841,  is  a resident  of  Boston. 

Charles  E.  Tillinghast  was  again  married,  July 
10,  1843,  second  wdfe  being  Rebecca  Cozzens, 
who  was  born  Nov.  28,  1814,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Rebecca  (Granger)  (Sozzens,  of  Tunbridge, 
Vt.  She  died  in  Providence,  at  the  homestead, 
Feb.  21,  1896,  the  mother  of  these  children:  (i) 
Harriet  Cozzens,  born  Alay  9,  1844,  married  Jan. 
30,  1868,  Lucien  E.  Kent,  born  April  5,  1842,  and 
they  reside  in  Providence.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, How’ard  A.,  born  Dec.  20,  1868,  who  died 
Alarch  i,  1878;  and  W’alter  Granger,  born  Jan.  21, 
1871  (special  agent  for  the  Equitable  Fire  and  Ala- 
rine  Insurance  Company,  of  Providence),  who 
married  Harriet  F.  Webster,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Dorothy  Alae,  born  Nov.  27,  1900.  (2)  Ben- 

jamin Granger,  born  April  13,  1846,  died  Sept.  9, 
1851.  (3)  Henry  Wiley,  born  Oct.  17,  1848,  died 

July  25,  1851.  (4)  James  Elisha  w^as  born  July 

26,  1850.  (5)  Rebecca  Granger,  born  Oct.  7,  1853, 

married  Jan.  i,  1879,  Joseph  G.  Reynolds,  born 
July  12,  1853.  a banker  of  Wickford.  They  have 
had  children — Alarion  Tillinghast,  born  Jan.  24, 
1880;  Stephen  Boyer,  born  Alay  16,  1882,  married 
to  Grace  Clark  and  residing  at  Arlington,  R.  I. ; 
Joseph  G.,  Jr.,  born  April  9,  1886;  and  Bessie  Til- 
iinghast,  born  April  17,  1890,  who  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1906.  (6)  Frederick  William,  born  Aug.  23, 

1855,  died  Alay  27,  1875. 

(VH)  Jame-s  Elisha  Tillinghast,  son  of 
Charles  E.  and  Rebecca  (Cozzens)  Tillinghast,  was 
born  July  26.  1850,  at  the  Tillinghast  homestead 
in  Pow’er  street.  Providence,  where  his  wddow  and 
daughters  now  reside,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
period  of  about  ten  years  after  his  marriage  there 
made  his  home  throughout  life.  His  business  ca- 
reer commenced  wdth  his  graduation  from  the 
Providence  high  school,  in  June,  1869,  at  which 
time  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Equitable  Fire  and 
Alarine  Insurance  Company,  Providence.  Diligent 
application  to  duty  soon  placed  him  in  line  for 
promotion,  so  that  in  1875  he  was  elected  secretary 
of  the  company,  a position  which  he  occupied  wdth 
honor  and  credit  up  to  Jan.  2,  1905,  when  he  w'as 
elected  vice-president.  His  business  life  was 
marked  by  a most  indomitable  perseverance  and  the 
strictest  integrity.  Undoubtedly  his  unusual  activ- 
ity prematurely  hastened  his  death,  wdiich  occurred 
Jan.  30,  1905.  In  insurance  circles  Air.  Tillinghast 
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was  widely  known.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  the  New  England  Insurance  Exchange, 
having  been  elected  Eeb.  10,  1883,  was  an  ac- 
tive member  until  Eeb.  20,  1904,  when  he  was  made 
an  honorary  member.  During  his  membership  he 
served  on  the  Executive  committee  and  was  chair- 
man of  several  important  committees. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  was  made  a Mason  in  Corin- 
thian Lodge,  Providence,  receiving  the  sublime  de- 
gree of  master  mason  Sept.  14,  1886.  His  abilities 
were  speedily  recognized  and  he  was  chosen  to  fill 
various  offices  in  the  lodge  until,  in  1891,  he  was 
called  upon  to  preside  over  that  body.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  second  term  of  service  as  master  he 
was  called  upon  to  again  serve  the  lodge  in  other 
positions,  notably  in  the  position  of  treasurer,  and 
it  was  not  until  he  was  called  to  an  office  so  high 
in  the  fraternity  as  to  make  it  unfeasible  for  him  to 
hold  other  Alasonic  offices  that  he  was  permitted 
to  retire  from  that  office.  The  Grand  Lodge  also 
claimed  his  services  and  he  was  called  to  one  posi- 
tion after  another  until  May  16,  1904,  when  he  was 
chosen  to  the  highest  office  within  the  gift  of  the 
craft  of  the  State — Grand  Master  of  Masons.  Pos- 
sessed of  lofty  ideals,  he  accepted  the  office,  mod- 
estly hoping  that  he  might  govern  the  craft  to  the 
advancement  of  Ereemasonry  throughout  the  juris- 
diction. 

In  other  Masonic  bodies  Mr.  Tillinghast  had 
shown  an  active  interest.  He  became  a Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  Providence  Chapter,  No.  i,  March  15, 
1888.  He  was  knighted  in  Calvary  Commandery, 
No.  13,  Knights  Templar,  June  ii,  1868,  and  of 
this  body  he  was  elected  commander  Dec.  4,  1894. 
In  the  Scottish  Rite  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Lodge 
and  Consistory.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of 
Philadelphia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  had  also  been  interested  in  mil- 
itary matters,  and  was  adjutant-general  of  the 
Lmited  Train  of  Artillery  when  Col.  Cyrus  M.  Van 
Slyck  was  in  command.  In  his  political  belief  fie 
was  a stanch  Republican,  but  could  never  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  public  office.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Club  and,  for  a time,  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Prov- 
idence and  took  a deep  interest  in  its  work.  He 
was  public-spirited,  ever  ready  to  assist  in  any 
movement  that  had  for  its  object  the  betterment  of 
the  community,  and  in  his  quiet  way  did  a great 
deal  in  charitable  work. 

In  his  family  life,  in  his  business  connections 
and  in  his  Masonic  career  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  al- 
ways the  same.  For  those  he  loved  no  task  was 
too  great  to  undertake.  Those  dependent  upon  his 
exertions  could  always  feel  sure  that  all  things  pos- 
sible to  him  would  be  done  to  safeguard  and  ad- 
vance their  interests.  His  character  shone  out  in 
all  his  intercourse.  Kindly  and  genial,  he  showed 
nevertheless  that  he  was  impatient  of  sham  and  de- 


tested deceit.  His  sweetness  and  strength  made  for 
him  friends  wherever  he  went — friends  who  knew 
instinctively  that  they  could  always  rely  upon  his 
friendship. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  was  a man  of  unusual  force,  one 
who  seemed  to  possess  all  the  requisites  to  make 
him  a leader  of  men.  While  he  never  endeavored 
to  force  himself  forward,  yet  in  whatever  he  en- 
gaged he  came  to  the  front,  as  a leader,  from  the 
natural  force  of  his  makeup.  Whatever  he  under- 
took to  do  he  did  with  all  his  might.  A man  of 
good  height,  erect  and  well-proportioned,  and  of 
military  carriage,  his  presence  was  a commanding 
one.  He  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Brown  Street 
Baptist  Church  prior  to  their  marriage,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  j\Ir.  Tillinghast  taught  a class 
there.  Later  they  transferred  their  membership 
to  the  First*  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  and  regular  attendant  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  widow,  who  still  survives  him,  and  her 
children  are  still  members  of  that  denomination. 

On  Sept.  23,  1873,  James  Elisha  Tillinghast  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Maria  L.  Kent,  a native 
of  Providence,  and  the  estimable  daughter  of  Cal- 
vin and  Sarah  Paine  (Armington)  Kent.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  children,  one  son  and  two 
daughters,  as  follows:  (i)  Josephine  Louise,  born 
March  29,  1876,  was  married  Nov.  6,  1905,  to  Er- 
nest Clinton  Church,  born  in  Central  Falls  Aug. 
12,  1876.  son  of  Frank  A.  Church.  Ernest  C. 
Church  is  connected  with  E.  H.  Rollins  & Sons, 
bankers  of  Boston.  (2)  Frederick  Howard,  born 
Sept.  19,  1877,  graduated  from  Brown  University 
in  1899,  and  spent  one  year  at  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  at  Boston.  He  is  now  a 
civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  Government. 
He  married  Helene  Bennett,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Frederick  Howard,  Jr.,  born  July  28,  1902. 
(3)  Ethel  Alice,  born  March  i,  1886,  resides  at 
home  with  her  mother. 

RICHARD  GARDNER,  who  has  charge  of  all 
the  landscape  gardening  and  floral  work  at  “Wake- 
hurst,”  the  beautiful  Newport  estate  of  James  J. 
Van  Alen,  is  a master  of  his  trade,  with  a wide  ex- 
perience gained  on  some  of  the  finest  estates  in  both 
England  and  America. 

Richard  Gardner,  his  grandfather,  was  an  Eng- 
lishman and  a builder  and  carpenter  by  trade,  be- 
ing for  many  years  boss  carpenter  on  one  of  the 
largest  estates  in  England.  John  Gardner,  his  son, 
born  in  England,  passed  his  whole  life  there,  and 
reached  the  appointed  age  of  threescore  years  and 
ten.  For  many  years  he  followed  the  calling  of  a 
blacksmith,  but  in  middle  life  took  to  farming,  and 
was  so  occupied  until  his  death.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Mabley,  of  Warwickshire,  who  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  leaving  the  following  children : Gar- 
rad,  a blacksmith  occupying  his  father’s  old  shop ; 
Richard,  our  subject;  John  George,  proprietor  of 
the  IMontgomery  nurseries  in  Philadelphia;  Harry, 
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engaged  in  business  as  a grocer  in  Uxbridge,  Eng- 
land. 

Richard  Gardner  was  born  Aug.  13,  1852,  in 
W arwickshire,  England,  and  was  sent  to  the  public 
schools  there.  When  he  was  nearly  fifteen  years 
of  age  he  left  school  and  for  two  years  was  em- 
ployed as  handy  boy  on  a large  estate.  He  then 
was  bound  out  to  John  Parsons  & Co.,  to  learn  the 
gardener's  trade,  and  was  employed  for  three  years 
in  their  “Ranelagh  Nurseries,”  at  Leamington 
Spa,  Warwickshire.  Another  three  years  were 
spent  as  journeyman  for  Frederick  Gye,  proprietor 
of  the  Covent  Garden  Theater,  and  then  Air.  Gard- 
ner became  foreman  of  the  large  estate  of  the 
Archbishop  of  York,  known  as  the  ‘‘Bishop  Thorpe 
Palace,”  which  was  built  by  Cardinal  Wolsey. 
After  two  years  there,  he  took  a similar  position  at 
‘‘Bicton  Hall,”  the  property  of  Lady  Rbll,  for  whom 
he  worked  three  years. 

Although  Air.  Gardner  had  experienced  no  dif- 
ficulty in  finding  work  at  his  trade  at  home,  he  still 
felt  that  he  would  have  a better  chance  in  Amer- 
ica, and  on  Alay  14,  1881,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool 
on  the  Cunarder  ‘‘Samaria,”  and  after  fourteen 
days  reached  New  York.  His  brother  John  had 
preceded  him  to  this  country  and  was  working  on 
Pierre  Lorillard’s  place  in  Jobstown,  N.  J.,  and 
there  Air.  Gardner's  first  fifteen  months  were  spent, 
employed  under  his  brother.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  was  made  head  gardener  of  Air.  Lorillard’s 
Newport  place,  “The  Breakers,”  and  has  ever  since 
remained  in  Newport.  Although  Air.  Lorillard  solS 
“The  Breakers”  to  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  three  years 
later.  Air.  Gardner  was  retained  on  the  place  in  the 
same  capacity  and  remained  there  ten  years  longer. 
Then  an  interval  of  three  years  followed,  during 
which  he  was  engaged  as  manager  of  the  Newport 
Nursery  Company,  but  when  the  firm  was  dissolved 
he  went  back  to  his  former  work,  and  became  head 
gardener  at  “Wakehurst,”  Air.  Van  Alen’s  estate, 
where  he  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time. 

On  Jan.  6,  1887,  Air.  Gardner  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Catherine  Jane  Griffith,  daughter  of 
William  Griffith,  of  Danielsville,  Pa.  They  have 
had  three  children,  Elaine,  John  Griffith  and  Rich- 
ard, Jr. 

Airs.  Gardner  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional denomination,  while  her  husband  belongs  to 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church.  In  political  affairs 
he  is  a strong  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 
In  1907  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  board 
of  park  commissioners  of  the  city  of  Newport  by 
Alayor  William  P.  Clarke.  A local  paper  made  the 
following  comment  upon  his  selection : “Alayor 
Clarke's  selection  of  Air.  Richard  Gardner  as  a 
member  of  the  i^ark  commission  is  an  excellent 
one.  The  new  appointee  is  a practical  gardener, 
well  versed  in  the  care  of  trees,  plants  and  flowers, 
and  his  experience  in  the  development  of  gardens 
will  make  him  a valuable  adviser  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  commission,  who  are  less  experienced 


in  the  practical  side  of  the  work  in  the  care  of  the 
city  parks.”  Air.  Gardner  is  a member  of  the  New- 
port Horticultural  Society,  and  was  formerly  a 
member  of  various  other  societies. 

CHARLES  LUTHER  HAZARD,  well  known 
in  real  estate,  insurance  and  financial  circles  in  and 
around  Providence,  has  also  borne  a conspicuous 
part  in  the  public  affairs  and  religious  matters  of 
East  Providence,  where  he  resides.  He  comes  from 
that  prominent  old  Rhode  Island  family  whose 
history  has  been  so  closely  identified  with  that  of 
the  State  since  1640.  He  is  a descendant  through 
his  paternal  line  in  the  ninth  generation  from 
Thomas  Hazard,  the  first  settler,  his  lineage  being 
traced  back  through  James  Alonroe,  Robert,  John, 
Robert  (4).,  Robert  (3),  Robert  (2),  Robert  to 
Thomas.  Through  his  grandmother,  Amey  Haz- 
ard, who  was  a daughter  of  Jeffrey  Hazard,  he 
traces  his  lineage  through  Robert  (3),  the  father 
of  Governor  Jeffrey,  Robert  (2),  Robert  and 
Thomas. 

Robert  Hazard,  the  grandfather  of  Charles 
L.,  was  born  June  26,  1790,  and  resided  at  West 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged  at  farm- 
ing. He  died  Alarch  19,  1871.  He  was  married  Dec. 
21,  1815,  to  Amey,  daughter  of  Governor  Jeffrey 
Hazard.  She  was  born  in  1791,  and  died  in  1864, 
the  mother  of  three  children,  viz. : James  Alonroe, 
born  in  August,  1817;  John  Randolph,  Alarch  3, 
1820,  who  married  in  1847,  Almira,  daughter  of 
Welcomse  Burdick,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.;  and 
Charles  Stone,  born  in  1822,  who  died  July  27, 
1858. 

James  Alonroe  Hazard  was  born  at  W est  Green- 
wich, R.  L,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
although  when  a young  man  he  taught  school.  He 
resided  in  his  native  town  until  several  years  after 
his  marriage,  when  he  went  to  what  was  then  See- 
konk,  Alass.,  now  a part  of  East  Providence.  There 
he  was  employed  at  farm  work  at  Kettle  Point. 
Later  he  rented  the  farm  on  which  he  had  been  em- 
ployed and  there  remained  for  a number  of  years, 
retiring  from  active  work  a few  years  before  his 
death.  He  then  removed  to  East  Providence  vil- 
lage, where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  December, 
1877.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  on  Escoheag 
Hill  in  WVst  Greenwich.  Air.  Hazard  was  what 
was  known  as  a war  Democrat,  and  was  an  ad- 
herent of  that  party  until  his  death.  He  never  cared 
for  public  office,  his  interest  ending  with  the  casting 
of  his  vote.  He  had  united  with  the  West  Green- 
wich Baptist  Church,  and  upon  his  removal  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  the  First  Baptist  Church 
at  East  Providence. 

Air.  Hazard  was  a man  of  quiet  tastes  and  re- 
tiring manner,  and  he  held  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him.  Pie  married  in  West  Green- 
wich, Sabra,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Betsey 
(Lewis)  Greene.  Airs.  Plazard  was  born  in  Alarch, 
1820,  and  died  in  East  Providence  in  July,  1904. 
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She  was  buried  beside  her  husband.  One  child 
was  born  to  this  union,  Charles  Luther. 

Charles  Luther  Hazard  was  born  July  20,  1845, 
in  West  Greenwich,  and  was  but  a boy  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  what  is  now  East  Providence.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  the 
grammar  school  in  Providence  and  in  the  Bryant 
& Stratton  Business  College  at  Providence.  Soon 
after  leaving  the  college  he  was  employed  in  the 
market  of  S.  P.  Champlin,  which  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Masonic  Temple.  After  about  a 
year  there  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of  East  Provi- 
dence, and  resigned  his  position  with  Mr.  Champ- 
lin to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
new  office.  He  was  re-elected  several  consecutive 
terms,  serving  with  great  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents and  with  credit  to  himself.  His  health 
failing  he  was  compelled  to  resign  his  office,  and 
he  then  spent  some  time  in  Florida,  recuperating; 

Returning  North,  Mr.  Hazard  soon  after  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  at 
Providence,  and  this  he  has  since  carried  on  with 
marked  success.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  lo- 
cated at  No.  72  Weybosset  street,  later  locating  at 
No.  9 Weybosset  street,  where  he  remained  until 
the  Barton  Building  was  remodeled,  and  then 
moved  to  Rooms  108  and  109,  where  he  is  now  lo- 
cated. Mr.  Hazard  deals  in  real  estate,  fire  insur- 
ance and  mortgages,  and  is  also  an  auctioneer. 

On  March  4,  1874,  in  East  Providence,  Charles 
L.  Hazard  was  married  to  Annie  E.  J.  Rice,  a na- 
tive of  East  Providence,  daughter  of  Luke  T.  and 
Charlotte  (Hedley)  Rice.  In  politics  Mr.  Hazard 
is  a Republican,  and  has  been  honored  by  election 
to  many  public  offices  by  his  fellow  townsmen  of 
East  Providence.  As  before  stated,  he  held  the 
office  of  town  clerk,  while  he  has  also  served  as 
member  of  the  school  committee,  as  superintendent 
of  schools,  has  been  tax  collector  and  judge  of  pro- 
bate, retiring  from  the  latter  office  in  1902.  In 
1907  he  served  as  representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, being  the  candidate  of  the  Citizens,  Lincoln 
Republican  and  Democratic  tickets.  Mr.  Hazard 
is  a member  of  the  United  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross  and  of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  most  active  members  of  Haven  M. 
E.  Church  of  East  Providence,  and  is  a member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  board  of  stewards. 
For  eighteen  years  until  he  resigned  he  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Hazard 
has  a wide  acquaintance,  is  personally  popular,  and 
is  public-spirited  and  influential. 

KENT  (East  Providence  and  vicinity).  For 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  the  Kents  of 
the  section  of  country  now  embraced  in  Rehoboth 
and  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  East  Providence  and  Bar- 
rington, R.  I.,  have  been  a continuous  family,  and 
one  among  the  honorable  and  highly  respected  fam- 
ilies of  that  section.  And  for  a generation  before 
this  branch  of  the  old  Dedham  (Massachusetts) 


family  had  dwelt  not  far  distant  in  New  England. 
Back  in  old  England  the  Kents  were  an  ancient 
family,  their  history  reaching  back  to  the  year  1295, 
and  possibly  earlier,  but  in  that  year  they  were 
residents  of  Sherbeck.  Various  Ijranches  of  the 
family  had  their  coats  of  arms,  many  of  which  are 
of  record.  They  were  possessed  apparently  of 
much  property.  Here  in  this  country  the  name  is 
now  numerous  and  most  honorably  connected  with 
American  history.  From  our  colleges  have  grad- 
uated many  of  the  name,  a number  have  risen  to 
the  gubernatorial  chair  in  different  common- 
wealths, while  many  are  represented  in  the  learned 
professions.  The  family,  too,  has  been  fully  and 
ably  represented  in  the  several  wars  of  this  coun- 
try, a number  being  high  in  command. 

It  is  here  the  purpose,  however,  to  refer  briefly 
to  only  the  old  Swansea  and  East  Providence 
branch  of  the  family,  some  of  whose  posterity  are 
yet  active  in  the  social  and  business  life  of  that  lo- 
cality. Reference  is  made  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Isaac  Brown  Kent.  In  the  genealogy  and  family 
history  that  follows  the  Roman  characters  indicate 
generations  from  the  immigrant  settler.' 

(I)  Joseph  Kent  appears  in  New  England  at 
Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1645,  whither  he  came  from 
England  with  his  brother,  Joshua  Kent,  who  had 
previously  been  in  this  country  and  been  a resident 
of  Dedham.  There  is  no  record  of  Joseph  at  Ded- 
ham after  1659.  Later  he  appears  at  Block  Island, 
which  was  settled  in  1661,  largely  by  people  from 
Braintree,  Mass.  Still  later  he  was  at  Swansea,  of 
which  town  he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  Dec. 
15,  1673.  He  married  in  1663  Susanna  George, 
and  their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  in  1665; 
Samuel,  born  in  1668;  Joshua,  born  in  1672;  and 
Susanna,  born  Sept.  25,  1687. 

(II)  Samuel  Kent,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in  1668, 
married  Desire,  born  in  1673,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ruth  (Howland)  Cushman  and  granddaughter 
of  John  Howland  and  Elizabeth  Tilley,  both  pas- 
sengers of  the  historic  “Mayflower.”  To  Samuel 
Kent  and  his  wife  came  two  children : Hannah, 
born  Oct.  3,  1703;  and  Josiah,  born  Sept.  9,  1705, 
both  of  Swansea  record.  On  the  gravestone  of  De- 
sire Kent  in  the  cemetery  at  Tyler’s  Point,  opposite 
Warren,  is  the  following  inscription:  “Mrs.  De- 
sire Kent,  wdo  of  Ensign  Samuel  Kent,  Barring- 
ton, who  was  the  first  English  woman’s  grand- 
daughter born  in  New  England.  Died  Feb.  ye  8th, 
A.  D.  1762,  aged  about  94  years.” 

(III)  Josiah  Kent,  son  of  Samuel,  born  Sept. 
9.  1705,  married  Sept.  4,  1730,  Alethea,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Anna  Salisbury  Bullock,  born  April 
4,  1712,  and  their  children  were:  Susanna,  born 
May  4,’  1732;  Samuel,  Jan.  9,  1733-34;  Armies, 
June  26,  1734:  Hannah,  March  13,  1737;  Alethia, 
1739;  Josiah,  April  8,  1741  ; Anna,  April  16,  1745; 
Joshua,  Feb.  28,  1846. 

(IV)  Josiah  Kent  (2).  sen  of  Josiah,  born 
April  8,  1741,  married  April  16,  1767,  Elizabeth 
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Bullock,  of  Rehoboth,  who  died  Aug.  2,  1781,  aged 
thirty-seven  years.  Air.  Kent  was  a patriot  of  the 
Revolution,  having  served  as  a private  in  Capt. 
Joseph  Franklin’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpen- 
ter's Regiment,  marching  to  Bristol  on  the  alarm 
in  December,  1776.  His  name  is  also  on  the  roll 
of  Captain  Lyon  and  Captain  Perrin's  Company, 
which  marched  from  Rehoboth  on  the  Lexington 
alarm  in  April,  1775.  These  two  companies  from 
Rehoboth  were  commanded  by  Captain  John  Lyon 
and  Capt.  Jesse  Perrin.  Air.  Kent  was  a member 
of  Capt.  Jabez  Bullock’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas 
Carpenter’s  Regiment  (for  service  at  the  Rhode  Is- 
land alarm,  in  August,  1780),  which  marched  to 
Tiverton.  He  is  referred  to  as  of  Rehoboth  and 
of  Rhode  Island.  His  children  were : Patience, 
born  Jan.  26,  1768,  who  married  June  4,  1789, 
Thomas  \dall,  of  Rehoboth;  Jabez  E.  B.,  born  Dec. 
17,  1769;  Josiah,  born  in  June,  1771 ; Perez  Simon; 
and  Charles,  born  Alarch  ii,  1780,  who  went  to 
Conneaut,  Ohio,  and  died  there. 

(V)  Josiah  Kent  (3),  son  of  Josiah  (2),  born 
in  June,  1771,  married  July  5,  1795,  Patty  Brown, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Brown,  both  being  of  Rehoboth. 
Patty  (Brown)  Kent  was  a great-great-grand- 
daughter of  John  Brown,  Sr.,  who  with  Thomas 
Willett  and  Allies  Standish  purchased  of  the  In- 
dians a tract  of  land  known  by  the  Indian  name  of 
Wannamoisett,  and  of  which  Air.  Brown  afterward 
became  sole  proprietor.  Josiah  and  Patty  (Brown) 
Kent  had  children  as  follows : Ira ; Celinda,  who 
married  Benjamin  J.  Brown,  toll-gatherer  of 
Washington  Bridge  for  many  years  (he  was  the 
father  of  three  sons,  Alfred,  John  and  Gilbert)  ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Perry  Barney,  of  East 
Providence ; Alartha,  and  Isaac  Brown.  Josiah 
Kent,  the  father,  was  quite  a character,  and  was 
known  familiarly  as  “Uncle  Siah,”  while  his  wife 
was  always  “Aunt  Patty.” 

(VI)  Isaac  Brown  Kent,  son  of  Josiah  (3), 
born  July  3,  1812,  married  April  20,  1837,  Hannah 
R.  Kent,  daughter  of  Alfred  Kent,  granddaughter 
of  Joseph,  great-granddaughter  of  Samuel.  They 
were  both  of  Seekonk,  and  their  children  were : 
Isaac  Richmond,  who  died  young ; Isaac  Richmond 
(2),  born  Feb.  5,  1846;  Harriet,  who  married 
Wheaton  Read;  Ruth  Anne,  who  married  June  3, 
1869,  Robert  R.  Pearce,  of  East  Providence;  Al- 
fred J.,  born  Nov.  27,  1849;  Hannah  Alaria,  born 
July  29,  1851,  who  died  Feb.  29,  1852;  and  Alartha 
B.,  unmarried,  who  resides  in  East  Providence. 

Air.  Isaac  Brown  Kent,  whose  death  occurred 
at  his  residence  near  Pawtucket  avenue,  in  East 
Providence,  Alay  8,  1885,  was  long  one  of  the  suh- 
stantial  men  and  citizens  of  that  region  of  the  coun- 
try, where  he  was  well  and  favorably  known,  his 
forefathers,  as  is  observed  in  the  foregoing,  for 
generations  having  dwelt  there.  He  was  a man  of 
(|uiet  disposition,  unassuming,  and  went  along 
thnmgh  life  noiselessly,  br.t  with  that  industry  ami 
careful  management  of  his  business  afi’airs  which 


resulted  in  his  accumulating  greater  means  than 
often  falls  to  those  similarly  occupied. 

Air.  Kent  attended  the  old  red  schoolhouse 
and  also  went  to  school  in  the  next  place  below 
where  he  was  born.  He  first  engaged  in  farming 
with  his  father,  with  whom  he  remained  as  long 
as  he  lived,  inheriting  the  homestead  at  his  father’s 
death.  This  consisted  of  about  one  hundred  acres, 
and  to  it  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  had 
something  over  two  hundred  acres.  This  farm  was 
then,  as  it  is  now,  one  of  the  best  in  all  that  section. 
It  is  now  divided,  being  owned  in  part  by  his  sons, 
Isaac  R.  and  Alfred  J.  Air.  Kent  was  engaged  in 
general  farming,  giving  particular  attention  to  the 
production  of  milk  and  hay.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican,  and  while  not  a seeker  for  office  had 
held,  at  various  times,  some  of  the  minor  offices  in 
the  town  of  East  Providence.  He  was  a man  of 
superior  judgment  in  matters  of  business,  and  his 
advice  was  frequently  'sought  by  neighbors  and 
friends.  Although  his  schooling  was  limited  he 
had  acquired  by  experience  and  reading  a large 
fund  of  general  information.  He  was  a regular  at- 
tendant and  supporter  of  the  Newman  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  East  Providence,  and  by  his  up- 
right life  held  the  merited  esteem  of  the  entire 
community. 

(VH)  Isaac  Richmond  Kent,  born  Feb.  5, 
1846,  son  of  Isaac  Brown,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  at  Armington’s  Corner,  having  for  one 
of  his  teachers  Airs.  John  Hall,  the  mother  of  Dr. 
Nelson  Read  Hall,  of  Warren,  and  whom  Air.  Kent 
now  remembers  as  one  of  his  best  instructors.  He 
also  attended  for  one  year  the  University  Grammar 
School  of  Providence,  and  then  took  a commercial 
course  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College, 
taking  a diploma  from  that  institution  when  about 
seventeen  years  of  age.  After  leaving  school  he 
began  work  with  his  father  on  the  farm,  continu- 
ing thus  until  he  was  about  twenty-one,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  milk  business,  whicli  he  carried  on 
for  some  time.  He  sold  this  out,  and,  his  father 
having  several  pieces  of  land,  he  moved  onto  the  old 
homestead  at  the  time  he  was  married,  in  1878. 
The  estate  his  father  gave  to  him,  and  upon  it  Air. 
Kent  and  his  good  wife  have  spent  all  their  married 
life  and  have  reared  their  family.  Pie  has  been  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  and  in  raising  especially 
large  crops  of  hay  and  potatoes.  The  Kent  farms 
are  well  known  for  the  fine  quality  of  potatoes 
which  they  produce.  Air.  Kent  has  been  more 
than  usually  successful  and  has  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  eastern  Rhode  Island.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  strong  in  his  party  attachment.  The 
church  of  the  family  is  the  Newman  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  East  Providence. 

On  Jan.  22,  1878,  Isaac  R.  Kent  married  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Wood,  who  was  born  Nov.  27,  1853, 
daughter  of  John  A.  and  Cynthia  E.  (Read)  Wood, 
of  East  Providence.  Children  as  follows  were  born 
to  them:  Howard  Richmond,  born  Dec.  25,  1878; 
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Jessie  Remington,  born  Sept.  2,  1880;  Willie 
Brown  and  Fred  Alexander,  twins,  born  Jan.  24, 
1882,  Willie  B.  dying  April  4,  1882,  and  Fred  Al- 
exander Aug.  10,  1882;  and  Maud  Elizabeth,  born 
Dec.  22,  1885. 

(VII)  Alfred  J.  Kent,  born  Nov.  27,  1849, 
son  of  Isaac  Brown  Kent,  was  partly  educated  in 
the  district  school  at  Armington’s  Corner,  and  for 
nine  months  was  a student  in  Mowry  & Goff’s 
Classical  School,  in  Providence.  He  left  school  at 
an  early  age,  and  making  his  home  with  his  father 
engaged  when  fifteen  years  old  in  the  growing  of 
strawberries.  He  very  soon  became  the  largest 
grower  of  this  berry  in  that  whole  section  of-  the 
county,  having  in  bearing  usually  about  twelve 
acres,  and  employing  from  seventy-five  to  one  hun- 
dred boys  and  men  in  gathering  the  fruit.  This 
tvas  a large  undertaking  for  one  so  young,  yet  Mr. 
Kent  carried  it  on  for  about  eight  years  and  made  a 
marked  success  of  it.  In  1873,  during  a boom  in 
real  estate  in  East  Providence,  ]\lr.  Kent  went  out 
of  the  berry  business  and  purchased  considerable 
land  and,  as  he  says,  he  has  been  buying  ever  since, 
now  having  in  wood  land  and  farming  land  about 
400  acres.  This  is  probably  the  largest  farm  in 
East  Providence  and,  perhaps,  in  a larger  section 
round  about.  It  is  just  and  best  to  say  that  Mr. 
Kent  with  his  broad  acres  is  a model  farmer.  He 
engages  in  general  farming  and  potato  growing, 
raising  in  1904  about  two  thousand  bushels  of  the 
latter.  Considerable  attention  also  is  paid  to  the 
milk  business,  Mr.  Kent  keeping  about  twenty-five 
cows. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kent  is  a Republican  on  national 
matters,  but  is  independent  in  local  issues.  He  was 
collector  of  taxes  for  East  Providence  in  1873,  and 
was  prosecuting  officer  under  the  liquor  law  when 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  and  all  his  family  attend 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  one  son  and  two 
daughters  are  members.  In  1904  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  New  Hope  Congregational  Society 
of  East  Providence,  in  which  his  son  holds  the  po- 
sition of  deacon,  Mr.  Kent  purchased  the  ground 
for  the  new  church,  and  presented  it  to  the  society. 

On  Nov.  22,  1876,  jNIr.  Kent  married  R.  Ella 
Turner,  of  Providence,  daughter  of  James  Turner, 
of  Portsmouth.  They  have  had  fifteen  children,  as 
follows:  Isaac  Elmer,  born  Feb.  21,  1878,  who 
married  Aug.  24,  1907,  Wilma  C.  Rounds ; Edward 
Everett,  born  Jan.  15,  18795  Alfred  Garfield,  born 
Jan.  16,  1880;  Samuel  Headley,  born  Jan.  29,  1881  ; 
Marion  Louise,  born  Aug.  16,  1882 ; Charles  Sum- 
ner, born  Oct.  24,  1883  ; Ella  Winifield,  born  Dec. 
21,  1884;  Francis  Perez,  born  Jan.  31,  1887;  Ruth 
Remington,  born  Aug.  27,  1891,  and  Grace  Hen- 
rietta, born  Dec.  18,  1893,  both  of  whom  died  of 
scarlet  fever  in  19045  Frederick  Brown,  born  Jan. 
4,  1897;  Ira  Wilson,  born  May  23,  1899;  and  a son 
and  two  daughters  who  died  in  infancy.  All  of 
the  family  have  been  brought  up  to  work,  and  each 
one  has  a small  bank  account.  The  boys  run  the 


farm,  and  besides  the  work  entailed  to  cultivate 
400  acres  successfully  they  cut  and  market  several 
cords  of  wood  annually.  Not  one  has  ever  seen 
the  inside  of  a saloon,  and  not  one  uses  tobacco — a 
fine  record  of  a typical  American  family,  reared  to 
maturity  on  the' sterling  principles  of  honesty,  in- 
dustry and  sobriety. 

CRANDALL  BROTHERS  are  well  known, 
industrious  and  useful  citizens  of  Westerly.  They 
inherited  a sturdy  manhood  from  a long  line  of 
valiant  patriots.  They  are  direct  descendants  of 
Preacher  John  Crandall,  the  first  Seventh  Day 
minister  in  America,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Newport,  R.  I.  Their  grandfather,  John  Cran- 
dall, fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Charles  Crandall,  their  father,  a prominent  far- 
mer of  Westerly,  was  born  in  Eebruary, 
1797,  and  he  died  Nov.  24,  1874.  He  had 

served  as  captain  in  the  militia,  and  was 
a very  influential  member  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church.  On  ]\Iarch  8,  1826,  he  was 
married  to  Lydia  Saunders,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  On  March 
25,  1849,  Mr.  Crandall  married  (second)  Margery, 
daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Hannah  Gavitt  (Gavitt), 
and  to  this  marriage  came  the  following  children : 
Charles  Henry,  born  Dec.  23,  1849,  married  Jane 
Holland,  and  has  children,  Frank  Henry,  Colby 
Holland,  Charles  Harold,  ^Margery,  Martha  and 
Emily;  John  Franklin,  born  Dec.  25,  1851,  married 
H.  Louise  Conner;  Harriet  Emily,  born  Oct.  20, 
1854,  married  Sydney  A.  Chapman,  and  has  chil- 
dren, Cora  Margery  and  Sydney  E. ; and  Oliver 
Perry,  born  May  24,  1858,  married  Harriet  A.  Pen- 
dleton, and  has'children,  Charles  Perry  and  Harry 
Franklin. 

The  three  sons,  Charles  FT,  John  F.  and  Oliver 
P.  Crandall,  known  in  the  business  world  as  Cran- 
dall Brothers,  learned  in  childhood  that  to  want 
anything  meant  to  work  for  it ; many  a time  they 
gladly  worked  arduously  all  day  for  twenty-five 
cents,  satisfied  with  the  pay — willing  to  earn  it  with 
all  the  might  of  their  manly  natures.  After  the 
father’s  death,  in  1874,  the  youngest,  Oliver  P.,  at 
the  capable  mother's  suggestion,  managed  the  farm, 
sharing  equally  with  her  in  all  its  products. 

In  1881  the  three  brothers  pooled  their  assets, 
forming  a company,  having  their  good  mother 
share  with  them,  and  the  genial  hospitality  of  that 
happy  prosperous  home  attracted  friends  at  all 
hours.  Each  member  of  the  company  responded 
day  and  night  to  the  call  of  progress,  until  now,  in 
1908,  their  few  acres  have  increased  to  thousands. 
Their  swamps  of  maple,  pine  and  cedar  supply  an 
ever  increasing  demand ; the  worn  out  soil  ha? 
been  made  to  blossom  like  the  rose.  The  brothers 
are  leaders  in  everything  they  undertake:  they 
have  won  for  themselves  by  their  individual  and 
combined  efforts  a position  of  honor ; are  associated 
with  all  measures  tending  to  uplift  the  moral  and 
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advance  the  commercial  standing  of  the  commnnity. 

The  Spartan  mother  with  vigorous  helpful 
womanhood,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  lives  in  the 
Crandall  homestead  surronnded  by  the  homes  of 
her  children,  happy  in  the  crowning  joy  of  her 
life — the  success  of  her  boys,  the  Crandall  broth- 
ers. 

REX'.  NAPOLEON  LECLERC,  pastor  of  St. 
Ann’s  Catholic  Church,  at  Woonsocket,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  priests  among  the  Catholic  clergy  of 
the  Providence  diocese.  Eather  Leclerc  was  born 
at  Ste.  Cecile  de  Hilton,  Province  of  Quebec,  Sept. 
6,  1861. 

The  Leclerc  family  is  of  Trench  extraction,  but 
for  many  generations  has  been  established  in 
Quebec.  ' The  ancestor  of  the  family  in  the  west- 
ern world  came  with  many  of  his  countrymen  to 
found  what  was  to  be  New  France. 

Jean  Baptiste  Leclerc,  father  of  Rev.  Napoleon 
Leclerc,  was  born  at  St.  Pie  de  Bagot,  Quebec, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  In  his  young 
manhood  he  married  Celina  Gaudet,  who  bore  him 
four  children,  as  follows;  Napoleon;  iXIarie,  who 
is  her  brother’s  careful  housekeeper ; Alphonse, 
formerl)'  curate  at  St.  Ann’s,  XXTonsocket,  but  now 
a member  of  the  Trappist  community  at  Lonsdale, 
K.  I. ; and  Anna,  who  married  Joseph  P.  Demers, 
and  resides  at  XX’oonsocket.  In  1865  iXIr.  Leclerc 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States,  locating 
first  at  Harrisville,  where  he  found  employment  in 
the  quarries.  Later  he  moved  to  Providence  and 
there  took  up  the  work  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
and  this  he  followed  until  1897.  In  that  year  he 
retired  from  business  and  came  to  Woonsocket, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  he  and  his  good 
wife  passing  the  evening  of  their  lives  surrounded 
by  the  care  and  devotion  of  their  children.  They 
are  devout  Catholics,  and  attend  St.  Ann’s  Church. 

b'ather  Napoleon  Leclerc  was  but  four  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  came  to  Rhode  Island.  His 
primary  education  was  received  in  the  jniblic 
schools  of  Harrisville  and  later  at  Providence. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  was  sent  to  Quebec, 
and  there  entered  St.  Hyacinthe  College,  at  St. 
Hyacinthe,  where  he  was  graduated  in  a classical 
course.  Returning  to  New  England  he  entered  St. 
John’s  Seminary  at  Brighton,  IXlass.,  where  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  theology,  com])leting  the  course 
in  1887.  lie  was  ordained  a priest  at  the  Boston 
Cathedral  by  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Harkins, 
of  the  Providence  diocese,  June  25,  1887.  At  this 
time  Bishop  I larldns  was  officiating  in  i)lacc  of 
Archbishop  Williams,  at  that  time  in  Europe,  and 
the  ordination  of  b'ather  Leclerc  was  the  first  ])er- 
fnnned  by  the  new  Bishop  of  the  Providence  dio- 
cese, Bisho])  Harkins. 

The  first  appointment  of  I'ather  Leclerc  was  as 
as-iistai^t  to  b'ather  George  T.  Mahoney,  of  the 
Cliurch  of  .Notre  Dame  du  Sacre  Crcur.  at  Central 
balls,  R.  1.,  and  there  he  remained  in  the  perform- 


ance of  his  sacred  calling  until  1890.  On  Jan.  19, 
1890,  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste 
Church  at  Woodlawn,  where  he  spent  eight 
months,  during  which  period  he  built  there  a 
parochial  residence.  His  faithful  and  efficient  work 
was  recognized  by  his  bishop,  and  in  October,  1890, 
he  was  appointed'  to  an  office  which  included  great 
responsibility.  This  was  the  founding  of  what  is 
now  St.  Ann’s  parish  at  W’oonsocket,  the  out- 
growth of  the  Church  of  the  Precious  Blood. 

That  the  selection  of  T'aflier  Leclerp  for  this 
important  work  was  a wise  and  judicious  one  was 
speedily  shown.  By  October  of  that  year  he  had 
purchased  a site,  a tract  of  land  running  from 
Cumberland  street  to  Gaulin  avenue.  It  required  a 
great  deal  of  executive  ability  to  erect  a church, 
school  room  and  parochial  dwelling.  The  build- 
ing was  commenced  in  May,  1891,  and  was  com- 
pleted by  November  of  that  year.  The  church  and 
parochial  dwelling  (one  building)  is  no  feet  long, 
60  feet  wide  and  three  stories  high,  with  an  ell  of 
36  X 40  feet.  The  church  has  a seating  capacity  of 
1,000  people,  requiring  the  celebrating  of  si.x 
masses  each  Sunday  that  all  may  partake.  The 
chapel  and  convent  were  dedicated  by  the  Right 
Reverend  Matthew  Harkins,  Bishop  of  Provi- 
dence, assisted  by  eleven  priests,  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
2,  1891, 

The  school  connected  with  St.  Ann’s  consists  of 
eighteen  rooms  which  accommodate  1,000  pupils, 
and  sixteen  Sisters  of  the  Order  of  Presentation 
of  Mary,  who  came  as  teachers  from  the  Provi- 
dence House  of  that  Order  (the  home  is  at  St. 
Hyacinthe,  Quebec),  and  there  are  five  lay  teachers. 
The  cost  of  the  building  was  $25,000.  In  1893 
new  rectory  was  built,  the  material  being  pressed 
brick  and  granite.  In  1894  tbe  gymnasium  and 
theater  building  was  constructed  at  a cost  of 
$30,000,  and  in  architectural  beauty  the  building 
is  not  surpassed  in  the  State.  It  is  Moorish  in 
design,  and  was  designed  by  F.  Walter  Fontaine. 
With  great  pomp  and  solemnity  the  dedication 
services  were  conducted  by  the  highest  dignitaries 
of  the  Providence  diocese.  XX’hile  much  has  been 
accomplished  by  father  Leclerc  his  plans  run  into 
the  future  when  he  hopes  to  see  a magnificent 
church  erected  at  a cost  of  not  less  than  $100,000. 

In  1902  the  IMrish  of  St.  Louis  de  Gonzague 
was  formed  with  Rev.  Father  Mederic  Roberge  as 
pastor,  taking  400  families  from  the  Parish  of  St. 
Ann.  Father  Leclerc  established  many  organiza- 
tions of  religious  work,  the  various  societies  taking 
in  all  members  of  the  parish,  and  many  of  them 
having  most  interesting  social  enjoyments,  all  be- 
ing under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  zealous 
spiritual  head  of  St.  Ann.  St.  Ann’s  Society  has  a 
membership  of  700;  Society  of  Mary,  designed  for 
children,  has  a membership  of  500;  and  the  League 
of  the  Sacred  Heart  a membership  of  upwards  of 
1 .000. 

During  his  ])astorate  Father  Leclerc  has  made 
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several  trips  to  Europe,  not  omitting  Rome  from 
his  itinerancy.  In  the  early  part  of  1907,  with  several 
other  priests,  he  visited  England,  Erance,  Ger- 
many, Switzerland,  Belgium,  Italy  and  the  Holy 
Land.  While  in  Rome  he  had  an  audience  with 
Pope  Pius  X,  the  Holy  Father  imparting  to  him 
the  benediction  for  the  parishioners  of  St.  Ann.  On 
Sunday,  July  14th,  his  return  home  was  made  the 
occasion  of  a joyful  celebration.  The  church  and 
the  buildings,  as  well  as  the  grounds,  were  beauti- 
fully decorated.  The  program  of  the  day  began 
with  a high  mass  celebrated  by  the  Father  himself, 
and  the  usual  service  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
.beauty  of  music.  In  the  afternoon  addresses  were 
made  and  beautiful  flowers  and  a substantial  purse 
of  money  were  presented  to  Father  Leclerc,  and  the 
evening  was  made  especially  bright  by  a banquet 
in  the  gymnasium,  where  over  forty  priests  were 
present,  and  where  every  one  made  happy  speeches, 
all  showing  the  love  and  goodwill  toward  the  Rev- 
erend Father  and  toward  each  other.  A fine  dis- 
play of  fireworks  closed  the  evening.  Father  Le- 
clerc also  celebrated  the  twentieth  anniversary  of 
his  ordination  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  highest  degree  is  Father  Leclerc  re- 
spected and  beloved  by  his  parishioners.  This  feel- 
ing extends  beyond  his  own  large  congregation, 
and  the  citizens  of  Woonsocket  appreciate  not 
alone  the  Christian  labors  of  the  priest  but  the 
sterling  qualities  of  the  man. 

BROWNELL.  The  Brownell  family  in  New 
England  is  one  of  long  and  honorable  standing,  its 
coming  to  this  section  reaching  back  250  and  more 
years— to  the  infancy  of  the  Colonies.  The  Rhode 
Island-Massachusetts  branch,  to  be  more  specific  the 
Little  Compton  and  Westport  family,  of  which  this 
article  treats,  has  allied  itself  by  marriage  to  the 
first  families  of  New  England  and  in  several  lines 
their  posterity  trace  ancestry  to  the  Pilgrims  of  the 
“Mayflower.”  Of  the  earlier  period  such  names  as 
Capt.  George  Brownell  of  the  campaign  into  Can- 
ada and  Lieut.  Jonathan  and  Maj.  Sylvester 
Brownell,  of  the  Revolution,  and  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas 
Cnurch  Brownell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  the  first  president 
of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  third 
Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  will 
long  live  in  the  annals  of  their  country.  At  the 
old  Maj.  Sylvester  Brownell  homestead  in  Little 
Compton,  R.  L,  still  resides  a son  of  the  late  Hon. 
Frederick  Richmond  Brownell,  a lawyer  by  profes- 
sion and  long  a prominent  man  of  his  community ; 
while  Walter  Simmons  Brownell,  a grandson  ot 
Major  Brownell  and  an  uncle  of  the  present  Fred- 
erick R.,  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  leading 
citizens  of  Providence. 

These  gentlemen  are  descendants  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Hon.  Thomas  Brownell,  who  sus- 
tained important  relations  in  the  Rhode  Island  Col- 
ony, their  lineage  being  through  Thomas  (2), 
Capt.  George,  Lieut.  Jonathan,  Major  Sylvester 
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and  Col.  Jonathan  Brownell.  These  generations 
in  detail  and  in  the  order  given  follow. 

(I)  Thomas  Brownell,  born  in  1619,  came 
from  Derbyshire,  England.  In  1638  he  married 
Ann,  and  he  was  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  that 
year.  He  was  commissioner  in  1655,  1661,  1662 
and  1663,  and  deputy  in  1664.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brownell  died  in  1665.  Their  children  were;  Mary; 
Sarah;  Martha,  born  in  1644,  who  died  Feb.  15, 
1743;  George,  born  in  1646,  who  died  April  20, 
1718;  William,  born  in -1648,  who  died  in  1715  ■ 
Thomas,  born  in  1650,  who  died  May  18,  1732: 
Robert,  born  in  1652,  who  died  July  12,  1728;  and 
Ann,  born  in  1654,  who  died  April  2,  1747- 

(II)  Thomas  Brownell  (2),  born  in  1650, 
married  in  1678  Mary  Pearce,  born  May  6,  1654, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Susannah  (Wright) 
Pearce,  and  was  of  Little  Compton,  R.  1.  He  died 
May  18,  1732,  and  his  wife  on  May  4,  1736.  Their 
children  were : Thomas,  born  Feb.  16,  1679,  died 
in  Tanuary,  1752;  John,  liorn  Feb.  21,  1682,  died  in 
March,  1759;  George,  born  Jan.  19,  1685,  died 
Sept.  22,  1756;  Jeremiah,  born  Oct.  10,  1689,  died 
in  June,  1756;  IMary,  born  March  22,  1692,  died 
July  31,  1717;  Charles,  born  Dec.  23,  1694,  died  in 
February,  1774. 

(III)  (Zapt.  George  Brownell,  born  Jan.  19, 

1685,  married  July  6,  1706,  Mary,  born  IXlarch  20, 
1685,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Thurston,  and  was  of 
Westport,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Sept.  22,  1756. 
Captain  Brownell  served  as  such  officer  in  an  exjje- 
dition  to  Canada.  Mrs.  Brownell  died  Feb.  23, 
1740.  Their  children  were:  Giles,  born  l\Iarch  i, 
1707;  Phebe,  June  19,  1708;  Alary,  Nov.  9,  1709 
(died  Oct.  6,  1791);  George,  June  27,  1711; 

Thomas,  Feb.  ii,  1713;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  13,  1717; 
Jonathan,  Alarch  19,  1719  (died  June  n,  17/6); 
Paul,  June  12,  1721  (died  Alay  20,  1760)  ; Stephen, 
Nov.  29,  1726.  Captain  Brownell  married  (sec- 
ond) Comfort  Taylor  on  April  18,  i745- 

born  March  2,  1703,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Air. 
Brownell  became  the  mother  of  a daughter.  Alary, 
born  March  3,  1747. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Jonathan  Brownell,  son  of  Capt. 
George,  born  March  19,  1719,  in  Westport,  Alass., 
married  Jan.  14,  1742,  Elizabeth  Richmond,  born 
Feb.  26,  1725,  sister  of  Col.  William  Richmond,  of 
the  Revolution,  and  daughter  of  William  and 
Anna  (Gray)  Richmond,  granddaughter  of  Sylves- 
ter and  Elizabeth  (Alden)  Richmond,  great-grand- 
daughter of  Edward  Richmond,  and  also  of  John 
Alden,  of  the  “Alayfiower,”  1620,  and  great-great- 
granddaughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  Ashton  Key- 
nes, England,  who  came  to  America,  became  one  of 
the  first  purchasers  of  Taunton,  Alass.,  in  1637,  and 
whose  son  Edward  became  of  New])ort  and  Little 
Compton,  R.  1.  Jonathan  Brownell  was  a soldier 
of  the  Revolution  and  received  injuries  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill  from  which  he  died  June  ii, 
1776.  He  lived  at  Westport,  Alass.  Airs.  Brownell 
died  Jan.  10,  1806.  Their  children  were:  Anna, 
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born  Feb.  5,  1743,  died  June  4,  1791 ; Pardon,  born 
July  15,  1745,  died  July  24,  1799;  Elizabeth  was 
born  June  12,  1748;  Perez,  born  Oct.  17,  1750,  died 
m October,  1751;  Ruth,  born  Nov.  24,  1753,  died 
Jan.  14,  1792;  Lydia,  born  Nov.  7,  1755,  died  Tan. 
14,  1793;  Sylvester,  born  Nov.  20,  1757',  died  March 

21,  1840. 

(V)  i\Iaj.  Sylvester  Brownell,  born  Nov.  20, 
^757>  ill  Westport,  Mass.,  married  July  ii,  1778, 
]\Iercy  Church,  born  March  3,  1756,  in  Little  Comp- 
ton, R.  L,  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  Church,  g-rand- 
daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  Church  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Col.  Benjamin  Church,  the  hero  of 
King  Philip’s  war,  and  who  was  early  at  Duxbury, 
iMass..  and  later  of  Bristol  and  Little  Compton. 
The  eleven  children  born  to  this  marriage,  all  in 

estport,  were : Thomas  Church,  born  Oct.  19, 
1779,  died  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  13.  1865  Hie 
was  the  founder  and  first  president  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  third  Protestant 
Episcopal  hishop  of  Connecticut)  ; Ruth,  born  Aug. 
3,  1781,  died  at  Little  Compton  Jan.  29,  1861  ; 
Mercy,  born  July  23.  1783,  died  at  Westport  June 

22,  i860;  Sylvester,  born  Aug.  12,  1785,  died  at 
Providence  June  12,  1863:  Pardon,  born  Jan.  13, 
1788,  died  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  March  10,  1846; 
Richmond,  born  IMarch  4<  I790»  died  at  Providence 
Oct.  29,  1866;  Jonathan,  born  March  31,  1792.  died 
Aug.  29.  1877 ; Lydia,  born  April  10,  1794,  died  at 
Idartford,  Sept.  17,  1882;  Prudence,  born  March 
31,  1796,  died  at  Adamsville,  R.  I.,  June  21,  1878; 
Eliza,  born  April  20,  1798,  died  in  May,  1892; 
Mary,  born  Aug.  3.  1800,  died  at  Little  Compton 
Sept.  28,  1852.  The  wife  and  mother  died  March 

3T,  1837- 

iNIaj.  Sylvester  Brownell  was  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  one  of  the  one  thousand  men 
under  Colonel  Prescott  who,  on  the  night  of  June 
16.  1775,  marched  from  Cambridge  to  Breed’s  Hill, 
and  threw  up  the  redoubt  which  the  next  day  played 
such  an  important  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
in  which  he  participated.  He  served  through  the 
war  and  was  in  the  disastrous  battle  of  T^ong  Is- 
land, 1776,  and  under  General  Sullivan  in  the  battle 
of  Rhode  Island,  1778.  He  was  one  of  the  surviv- 
ors present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Bunker  Hill  monument,  June  17,  1825.  He  became 
a major  in  the  Massachusetts  militia.  For  twelve 
years  he  was  a memher  of  the  Massachusetts  Sen- 
ate. In  1802  he  was  elected  a deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Little  Compton.  He  died  at 
Little  Compton,  R.  L.  March  21,  1840. 

(VI)  Col.  Jonathan  Brownell,  born  March  31, 
1792,  in  Westport,  Mass.,  married  Nov.  2,  1815, 
Eliza  Hall  Simmons,  born  Sept.  21,  1796,  in  New- 
port. daughter  of  Davis  and  Elizaheth  Simmons, 
and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  George  Simmons,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Colonel  Brownell  was 
educated  in  Union  College.  New  York.  He  was  a 
.soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  and  in  the  militia  at- 
tained the  rank  of  Colonel.  He  came  to  Little 


Compton  from  Johnston  and  bought  the  Richmond 
farm  at  the  junction  of  the  West  Main  road  and 
the  Commons  road,  a tract  of  no  acres,  and  here 
he  erected  his  house  and  made  other  improvements. 
Here  his  death  occurred  Aug.  29,  1877.  Mrs. 
Brownell  died  May  4,  1862.  Their  children  were; 
IMaria  Louise,  born  Jan.  i,  1817,  died  March  8, 
1888;  Walter  Simmons,  born  Sept.  30,  1820,  died 
in  1904;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  16,  1823,  died 
at  Lexington,  Ky.,  Aug.  10,  1857 ; Sylvester,  born 
June  28,  1825,  died  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  April  24, 
1884;  Charlotte  Dickenson  was  born  July  ii,)i83o; 
James  F.  Simmons,  born  Oct.  3,  1833,  died  July  25, 
1873;  Frederick  Richmond  was  born  Nov.  28, 

1837- 

(VH)  Frederick  Richmond  Brownell,  son 
of  Col.  Jonathan,  born  Nov.  28,  1837,  married  Feb. 
I,  1866,  Annie  Dykes,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  W. 
Coggeshall,  D.  D.,  a descendant  of  John  Cogge- 
shall,  the  first  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Col- 
ony. To  them  came  children  as  follows : ( i ) 

Francis  Herbert,  born  April  23,  1867,  graduated 
from  Brown  University  (1888)  and  from  Colum- 
bia -Law  School,  and  is  now  a practicing  lawyer  in 
Everett,  Wash.  On  April  14,  1894,  he  married  Jo- 
sephine Noble,  and  they  have  two  children,  Francis 
Herbert,  born  Feb.  5,  1898,  and  Kenneth  Cook, 
born  Nov.  27,  1903.  (2)  Maria  Louise,  born  Nov. 

30,  1868,  married  Charles  Henry  Berryman,  April 
23,  1891,  and  lives  at  Lexington,  Ky.  They  have 
two  children,  Brownell  B.,  born  Nov.  8,  1893,  and 
Edith  Church,  born  Aug.  29,  1902.  (3)  Erederick 

Richmond  was  born  March  15,  1872.  (4)  Anna 

D.,  twin  to  Frederick  R.,  died  March  9,  1873.  (5) 

Charlotte  Dickenson,  born  April  5,  1876,  married 
May  10,  1906,  Theron  A.  Noble,  of  the  state  of 
W’ashington,  where  they  reside. 

Frederick  Richmond  Brownell  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Johnston  and  moved  to  Little  Compton 
with  his  parents.  He  attended  school  there  and  also 
at  Newport,  afterward  going  to  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  he  attended  the  Albany  University  Law 
School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1863.  He 
then  went  to  Ohio  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  but  remained  only  a short  time,  return- 
ing to  Rhode  Island,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  this  State  in  1864.  Locating  on  the  home  place 
in  Little  Compton,  he  combined  the  practice  of  law 
with  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  In  1880  he  was 
elected  town  clerk  of  Little  Compton,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  the  people  of  the  town  for  the  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  Failing  health  compelled  him  to  resign 
in  1901.  He  also  served  two  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  a number  of  terms  in  the  town 
council.  He  was  always  active  in  public  afifairs, 
and  was  well  posted  on  events  of  jiublic  interest. 
He  supported  the  ])rinciples  of  the  Republican 
])arty.  For  a long  time  IMr.  Brownell  was  secretary 
of  the  Tiverton  and  Little  Compton  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  succeeding  the  late  Preston 
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B.  Richmond.  His  religious  connection  was  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  was  clerk  of  the  Society,  and  also  held 
other  offices  therein.  He  died  Feb.  5,  1903,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  New  cemetery  at  Little 
Compton. 

(VIII)  Frederick  Richmond  Brownell, 
son  of  the  late  Frederick  Richmond,  was  born 
March  15,  1872.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Little  Compton  and  the  Friends’  School  at  Provi- 
dence, and  accjuired  his  business  education  in  Bry- 
ant & Stratton’s  School,  Providence.  On  leaving 
school  he  went  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  spent  two 
years  mining  in  the  State  of  Washington.  Return- 
ing to  Rhode  Island  he  became  bookkeeper  in  mer- 
cantile houses,  continuing  at  such  work  four  years, 
and  then  went  back  to  the  home  farm  in  Little 
Compton,  where  he  has  since  given  his  time  to  the 
poultry  business,  being  one  of  the  largest  poultry 
raisers  in  the  State.  He  makes  a specialty  of 
Rhode  Island  Reds.  He  is  a young  man  of  progres- 
sive ideas  and  is  very  popular  in  the  community. 
He  succeeded  his  father  as  director  and  secretary 
of  the  Tiverton  and  Little  Compton  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  he  is  also  clerk  of  the 
Congregational  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

On  June  15,  1904,  Mr.  Brownell  was  married 
to  Lydora  Almy  Sisson,  daughter  of  John  Sisson, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  these  volumes.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them:  Frederick  Rich- 
mond, Jr.,  April  30,  1905  ; and  Winthrop  Sisson, 
July  19,  1906. 

Among  many  family  treasures  Mr.  Brownell 
has  a clock  which  is  over  150  years  old  and  which 
belonged  to  his  great-great-great-grandfather.  Cap- 
tain George  Brownell,  passing  by  will  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  down  to  the  present  Frederick  R. 
Brownell. 

IRONS  (line  of  Samuel  and  Samuel  Aldrich 
Irons).  The  branch  of  the  Irons  family  in  Provi- 
dence represented  for  many  years  by  the  late  Sam- 
uel Aldrich  Irons,  at  present  by  his  sons,  are  de- 
scendants of 

(I)  Matthew  Irons,  lyans,  Innes  or  Ines,  who 
was  admitted  to  the  church  in  Boston  in  the  spring 
of  1634,  became  a freeman  in  1636,  and  was  dis- 
armed in  1637,  as  a supporter  of  Wheelright,  but 
was  not  exiled,  as  were  some.  He  married  Annie 
Browne,  and  their  children  as  baptized  were : John, 
Sept.  30,  1638;  Elizabeth,  April  18,  1641;  Thomas, 
Feb.  5,  1643 : Rebecca,  March  2,  1645 ; Edward, 
Feb.  II,  1649,  and  Samuel,  Nov.  24,  1650.  Mat- 
thew Irons  died  in  1661. 

(II)  Samuel  Irons,  son  of  Alatthew,  baptized 
Nov.  24,  1650.  resided  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  Sept.  25,  1690.  On  Sept.  13,  1677,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Belcher,  who  died  Aug.  22,  1693. 

(III)  Samuel  Irons  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  born 
March  17,  1680,  married  Sarah  Whipple,  IMay  3, 


1709,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1720.  His  widow  married 
John  Warner. 

(IV)  Samuel  Irons  (3),  son  of  Samuel  (2), 
was  born  Oct.  10,  1718,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and 
married  Hannah  Waterman,  born  in  January,  1720, 
daughter  of  Resolved  and  Mercy  Waterman.  Re- 
solved Waterman  was  born  in  1667,  and  died  in 
1719,  after  which  his  widow  married  Benjamin 
Smith.  Resolved  Waterman  was  a son  of  Resolved 
Waterman,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  1638,  and  died 
about  August,  1750.  He  married  iMercy  Williams, 
born  July  15,  1640,  daughter  of  Roger  Williams, 
and  she  later  married  Samuel  Winsor.  Resolved 
Waterman,  Sr.,  was  a son  of  Richard  Waterman, 
who  came  from  England  in  1629,  and  was  one  of 
the  twelve  persons  to  whom  Roger  Williams  deeded 
land  in  Providence  in  1638.  Samuel  Irons  died 
Nov.  27,  1793,  and  his  widow  July  13,  1806.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  May  22,  1740  (who 
died  young)  ; Resolved,  May  17,  1743;  Sarah,  Oct. 
24,  1745;  Mercy,  April  26,  1748;  Stephen,  i\Iay  23, 
1751;  Hannah,  April  22,  1754;  Samuel,  Feb.  16, 
1757;  Lydia,  ^lay  13,  1759;  and  iMary,  July  31, 

1763- 

(V)  Samuel  Irons  (4),  son  of  Samuel  (3), 
born  Feb.  16,  1757,  married  Huldah,  daughter  of 
Josejih  and  Amy  (Winsor)  Colwell,  and  died  Nov. 
2,  1815,  she  dying  Nov.  5,  1823.  Samuel  Irons  was 
a farmer,  and  resided  in  Glocester,  where  his  death 
occurred.  His  children  were:  Candace,  born  July 
20,  1782,  married  Daniel  Medbury,  a tanner,  who 
located  at  Pomfret,  Conn.,  in  1802,  and  there  died, 
his  wife  dying  July  31,  1879;  Amasa,  born  Feb.  8, 

1784,  a farmer  of  Glocester,  married  iMercy  Med- 
bury, and  died  Jan.  20,  1859;  Amy,  born  Aug.  ii, 

1785,  died  Dec.  31,  1869,  married  IMiles  Smith,  a 
farmer,  who  died  at  North  Scituate ; Lydia,  born 
Oct.  21,  1787,  married  Harris  Medbury,  and  died 
Jan.  13,  1816;  Colwell,  born  Sept.  19,  1789,  died 
June  I,  1870,  married  Lydia  i\ldrich,  was  a farmer, 
and  resided  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Glocester ; 
Betsey,  born  July  25,  1791,  died  iMay  5.  1810; 
James,  born  July  16,  1793,  a farmer  who  resided  in 
Glocester,  married  Phebe  Steere,  and  died  Nov.  12, 
1882;  Samuel,  born  May  25,  1795,  is  mentioned 
further  on;  Nathan,  born  May  19,  1797,  married 
Ruth  Potter,  and  resided  in  Glocester,  where  he 
was  engaged  at  farming,  and  there  died  Dec.  13, 
1879;  Paris,  born  Oct.  16,  1799,  married  Delilah 
Tourtellot,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1879,  in  Glocester, 
where  he  had  followed  farming;  and  Huldah,  born 
Feb.  3,  1802,  married  William  Steere,  a farmer  of 
Glocester,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1891. 

(VI)  Samuel  Irons  (5),  son  of  Samuel  (4), 
born  May  25,  1795,  in  Glocester,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  that  town,  and  attended  the  district  school. 
Early  in  his  teens  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of 
tanner,  and  after  working  as  a journeyman  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home  came  to  Providence,  and  was 
first  employed  in  the  tannery  of  IMaj.  Calvin  Dean, 
located  on  the  corner  of  Dean  and  Fountain  streets. 
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Later  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Ohieyville 
and  Xortli  Scituate,  and  in  1832  formed  a part- 
nership with  Alfred  Anthony  and  engaged  in  pur- 
chasing hides,  which  were  shipped  to  a tannery  at 
Worthington,  i\Iass.,  to  be  tanned.  This  venture 
proved  to  be  a profitable  one  from  the  start.  In 
1839  they  purchased  the  tannery  of  John  Pettis, 
then  located  in  North  Providence,  near  Ohieyville, 
and  also  conducted  a wool  pulling  business.  The 
firm  name  from  the  first  was  Alfred  Anthony  & 
Co.,  Hr.  Irons  being  the  practical  tanner,  and  Hr. 
Anthony  looking  after  the  business  management. 
The  firm  did  a large  business  for  that  time,  and 
both  partners  accumulated  fortunes.  Mr.  Irons 
continued  in  the  business  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Feb.  7,  1868.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  for 
two  terms  served  as  a representative  in  the  General 
Assembly.  He  was  a well-known  citizen,  and  left 
a name  for  straightforward,  upright  dealings.  He 
married  Sarah  Aldrich,  of  Scituate,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Sarah  HHterman  Aldrich,  born  March 
8,  1802,  died  March  10,  1882.  Children  as  follows 
were  born  to  this  union : ( i ) Samuel  Aldrich, 
born  Feb.  7,  1826,  is  mentioned  further  on.  (2) 
Adaline  Jane,  born  May  2,  1827,  married  Amos  P. 
Dennis,  who  was  engaged  in  the  market  business 
in  Providence,  later  removing  to  Pomfret,  Conn., 
where  klrs.  Dennis  died  Feb.  7,  1865,  the  mother 
of  these  children — Adelaide  Annie,  Arthur  I.,  Nor- 
ton, Clara  J.,  and  Alfred  A.  and  Ada  A.  (twins). 

(3)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  March  25,  1829,  on  Oct. 

8,  1855,  became  the  third  wife  of  Charles  R.  King, 
son  of  Gen.  Samuel  Ward  King.  She  died  April 
16,  1869,  mother  of  Calista  Ardelia,  Ada  Fran- 

ces, Kate  Angell,  Sarah  Irons  and  Eliza  Smith. 

(4)  Susan  Norris,  born  Feb.  26,  1831,  married 

June  22,  1854,  Alfred  A.  Harrington,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  business  in  Providence,  where  he 
died  Sept.  22,  1899.  His  widow  still  survives,  and 
resides  on  Sycamore  street.  Providence.  She  is  the 
mother  of  Clifford  Angell  (born  March  30,  i860 — 
died  June  8,  1901),  Shirley  (born  Feb.  7,  1867 — 
died  Jan.  19,  i 875)  and  Julia  Anna  (born  Oct.  4, 
1871).  (5)  Alfred  Brayton,  born  Feb.  28,  1842, 

died  in  Johnston  April  8,  1894.  He  married  Helen 
H.  Hathaway,  and  they  had  Edith  A.,  Helen  H. 
and  Harold  G.  (6)  Ada  Frances,  born  March  i, 
1844,  married  Oct.  13,  1868,  Jacob  iNIott,  Jr.,  now 
deceased,  kirs.  Mott  resides  on  Sycamore  street. 
Providence.  She  has  two  children,  Sarah  E.  and 
I'rederick  R. 

(\'H)  Samuel  Aluricii  Ikons,  son  of  Sam- 
uel (5),  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  oldest  sur- 
viving member  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Providence.  He  was  born  in  North 
Scituate  i'eb.  7,  1826,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school,  later  attending  the  Smith- 
ville  Seminary,  at  North  Scituate,  for  a time  pre- 
sided over  by  Hosca  Ouimby.  After  comjileting  his 
literary  education  he  entered  the  employ  of  Alfred 


Anthony  & Co.,  as  clerk,  later  becoming  assistant 
to  his  father  in  the  tannery  and  acquiring  a wide 
knowledge  of  the  work.  After  the  death  of  the  lat- 
ter he  purchased  his  interests,  and  he  and  Mr.  An- 
thony continued  the  tanning  and  wool  pulling  busi- 
ness together  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Anthony,  in 
1882.  Mr.  Irons  carried  on  the  business  for  some 
years  after  that  event,  finally  discontinuing  it,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a dealer  in  green 
hides,  having  for  many  years  been  agent  for  the 
Alfred  Anthony  Estate-  Company,  a corporation. 
Mr.  Irons  did  business  at  the  same  location  from 
1842,  when  he  came  there  as  a boy,  and  he  enjoyed 
the  distinction  of  having  been  located  at  one  place 
longer  than  any  other  business  man  in  the  Olney- 
ville  section — probably  in  the  whole  city  as  well. 
Mr.  Irons  died  May  9,  1906.  At  the  time  he  was 
stricken  ill  he  was  engaged  in  writing  a history  of 
the  section  with  which  he  had  been  identified  so 
long,  and  it  was  his  purpose  to  have  it  published  as 
soon  as  completed. 

In  political  faith  i\Ir.  Irons  was  a Democrat, 
and  during  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Johnston 
liQ  was  very  active  and  influential  in  public  affairs. 
He  represented  the  town  for  two  terms  in  the  Leg- 
islature, 1860-61,  and  later  served  two  terms  in  the 
State  Senate,  1876-77.  He  was  town  treasurer  of 
Johnston  from  1853  to  1877,  when  he  removed 
from  the  town  and  located  in  the  city.  He  also 
served  as  collector  of  taxes  in  1876,  and  was  road 
commissioner  and  commissioner  of  lights  for  a pe- 
riod of  several  years  there. 

]\lr.  Irons  was  married  Nov.  23,  1847,  to  Ann 
Proctor,  who  was  born  Feb.  27,  1826,  in  Ohieyville, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Russell  and  Phebe  S.  (Anthony) 
Proctor,  and  a descendant  of  old  Rhode  Island  fami- 
lies. The  following  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  (i)  Frank  Anthony,  born  Nov.  ii,  1848, 
now  a resident^  of  Providence,  married  Ellen 
Frances  Perrin,  and  has  one  daughter,  Anna  Per- 
rin. (2)  Samuel,  born  March  22,  1852,  died  July 
2,  1862.  (3)  Howard  Proctor,  born  April  30, 

1858,  died  March  2,  1859.  (4)  Irving  Proctor, 

born  Nov.  5,  i860,  was  married  in  1893  to  Mrs. 
Florence  (Bryer)  Cowie,  of  Newport.  Mr.  Irons 
is  a teacher  of  music,  and  makes  his  residence  in 
the  city  of  Providence.  (5)  Walter  Stokes,  born 
Sept.  16,  1866,  married  in  1895  Margaret  Hill, 
born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  and  they  reside  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  (6)  Samuel  Anthony,  the  youngest, 
born  Sept.  26,  1868,  married  Florence  Canfield,  and 
they  reside  in  New  York. 

X P>ENJAMIN  AND  JOSEPH  ARNOLD 
WHIPPLE.  Prominent  among  the  residents  of 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  may  lie  mentioned  the  Whipple 
brothers,  Benjamin  and  Joseph  Arnold,  who  are 
members  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Y'hipple,  of  Dorchester  and  Provi- 
der ce,  received  a grant  of  land  in  1637.  The 
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Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  They,  and 
she  united  with  the  church  in  1641.  Mr.  Whipple 
was  received  in  Providence  as  a purchaser  in  1659, 
and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1666.  He  was 
many  times  deputy.  His  wife  died  in  1666,  and  he 
in  1685.  Their  children  were:  hjohn,' Sarah, Sam- 
uel,^ Eleazer,^  Mary,  William,  '"Benjamin,  'David, 

1 Abigail,'"Joseph  and ''Jonathan. 

(IljpDavid  Whipple,  son  of  John,  born  in  1656, 
married  (first)  May  15,  i675f''Sarah  Hernden,  died 
April  2,  1677;  and  he  married  (second)  Nov.  ii, 
the  same  year,  Hannah  Towei4'"^  Mr.  Whipple  lived 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  buying 
land  of  John  Blackstone  in  the  latter  town  in  1692. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1710,  he  was  an  ensign. 
One  child,  Davidi'^was  born  to  the  first  ma:rriage, 
and  the  following  children  to  the  second:  h Israel, 
l^rn  Aug.  16,  1678  ;KDeborah,  Sept.  12,  1781; 
H^remiah,  June  26,  1683  ;^William,  May  27,  1685  ; 
i/Sarah,  Nov.  18,  i687pHannah,  June  9,  1690,  and 
^Abigail,  Oct.  20,  1692. 

(III)  PWilliam  Whipple,  son  of  David,  born 
May  27,  1685,  married  Elizabethj^ and  their  chil- 
dren of  Smithfield  town  record,  were : ^Mary, 
born  Feb.  28,  1714!' Elizabeth,  May  26,  1715, ^Je- 
mima, Oct.  4,  17177'Amey,  Oct.  24,  i7i8(  William, 
Nov.  I,  1719  ;1/Mercy,  jMarch  15,  1721 ; ‘'Jeremiah, 
May  19,  17227'Hopey,  April  28,  1723  ;‘'John,  May 
7,  1724;/- Anthony,  April  9,  1725  ,^:'Sarah,  Oct.  10, 
1726  jBenjamin,  June  2,  1728  ;‘1\Ioses,  Jan.  i,  1729; 

i'Joseph,  April  18,  i73i|'Amey  (2),  May  31,  1732; 
kEleazer,  Jan.  20,  1733;  and'Hannah,  May  3,  1735. 
This  family  of  seventeen  were  somewhat  famous  I 
for  their  longevity,  since  all  were  living  when  the  ' 
youngest  was  sixty  years  of  age. 

(IV) HEleazer  Whipple,  son  of  William,  born 
Jan.  20,  1733,  lived  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.  His  wife’s 
name  was  ‘'Annie,  and  their  children  of  Cumber- 
land town  record  were : ''Eleazer,  born  Nov.  8, 
1758;! Joseph,  Dec.  6,  i76o;^'Suze,  July  ii,  1762; 
Anne,  Feb.  12,  i766;^Betty,  Jan.  9,  i768p'Jesse, 
Feb.  7,  1771  p'Amey,  Sept.  19,  1773  pEreelove,  Dec. 
5,  1777;  andEilence,  Oct.  23,  1781. 

In  1769,  when  a young  man,  Eleazer  Whipple 
located  in  Cumberland,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Joseph  Arnold  Whipple,  a tract  of  104  acres  then 
owned  by  Joseph  Razee,  and  in  1782  he  built  the 
house  which  is  still  standing,  forming  a part  of  the 
Whipple  homestead.  Here  he  spent  his  life  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a man  well 
known  in  the  community,  and  was  greatly  es- 
teemed. Mr.  Whipple  died  on  his  farm,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Cumberland  cemetery,  which  is 
now  known  as  the  Ira  Peck  cemetery.  Three  sons, 
Joseph,  Eleazer  and  Jesse,  inherited  the  property, 
though  Jesse  subsequently  disposed  of  his  interest 
to  Joseph.  The  tract  was  divided  into  five-acre 
lots,  each  brother  owning  alternate  fields  of  five 
acres  each. 

(V) /^seph  M'hipple,  son  of  Eleazer,  was  born 


in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  Dec.  6,  1760,  and  be- 
came engaged  in  farming  on  the  homestead  with 
his  brother,  Eleazer,  they  continued  this  all  of  their 
lives.  Joseph  died  on  the  farm  in  1824,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Cumberland  cemetery,  while  Eleazer 
passed  away  in  1823,  also  being  buried  there. 

^Joseph  Whipple,  married,  Nov.  29,  1787, 

Mercy,  daughter  of  Abraham  Follett,  and  their 
children  were:  '^ydia,  born  April  4,  i789;'JJohn, 
July  13,  1790 ;''^Benjamin,  Sept.  6,  1796  (who  died 
at  Smithfield,  April  7,  1798)  , Levi  Joanna,  iMarch 
20,  1803  l^who  married  Jesse  Mason)‘c 

(VI)  John  Whipple,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  July  13,  1790.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents,  working  on  the  farm,  until  reach- 
ing maturity.  He  learned  the  trade  of  boat  builder, 
which  he  followed  for  some  time,  when  he  settled 
down  to  farming,  an  occupation  that  engaged  his 
attention  until  his  death  in  1843.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  dairying,  and  made  many  improvements 
on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Whipple  was  buried  in 
the  Diamond  Hill  cemetery.  He  was  a Whig  in 
his  political  belief,  and  during  the  Dorr  uprising 
took  the  stand  of  a citizen  favoring  law  and  order. 
Mr.  Whipple  was  a Mason. 

'"John  Whipple  married  Elizabeth  Baker,  born 
in  Cumberland,  daughter  of  Abiel  Baker,  a pen- 
sioner of  the  Revolution,  and  she  died  in  1865,  and 
was  buried  in  Diamond  Hill  cemetery.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Amy,  who  piarried-'James  Amiable,  of 
Providence  ;■  Benjamin  Mary  Jane,  who  married 
Otis  M.  Cook,  of  Providence Joseph  Arnold; 
Charles  William,  who  married  Julia  Alma  Cook, 
and  is  deceased  (his  widow  residing  in  Paw- 
tucket) ;VAnnie  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Horace  E. 
Metcalf  and  residing  in  Providence  ;■  Alpha  Anna, 
of  that  city;  and  Irene  Victoria,  who  married  Jo- 
seph Henrv  Hoyt;  and  resides  in  Brooklvn,  New 
York.  ' 

( VH)  "Benjamin  Whipple,  born  June  18, 
1821,  son  of  John,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
locality  until  reaching  manhood,  when  he  went  to 
Woonsocket  and  clerked  in  the  then  well  known 
temperance  hotel  conducted  by  Otis  D.  Ballou, 
here  spending  six  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Providence,  and  bought  out  the  lumber  business 
conducted  by  Dexter  Clarke,  engaging  in  that  busi- 
ness for  four  years,  when  he  sold  out,  and  in  1856 
went  to  Michigan,  locating  at  Bay  City.  Mr.  Whip- 
ple there  embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  con- 
tinuing therein  for  over  twenty-six  years,  during 
which  time  he  cut  over  100,000  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Michigan,  the  product  of  which  was  ship- 
ped to  Albany  and  other  points.  After  bringing 
his  business  to  a successful  termination  in  Michi- 
gan, Mr.  Whipple  returned  East,  and  in  company 
with  Messrs.  John  Hurd  and  Hotchkiss  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  in  the  Adirondack  iMoun- 
tains,  where  they  cut  a tract  of  30,000  acres  of  tim- 
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her.  having  three  steam  saw  mills.  After  five  years 
in  this  venture  Hr.  Whipple  went  to  Providence 
and  lived  retired  for  two  years,  when,  in  1888,  he 
went  to  Kentucky,  and  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  was 
engaged  for  four  years,  having  for  a partner  i\Ir. 
Henry  iMoore.  After  selling  out  his  interests  iMr. 
A\'hipple  returned  to  Cumberland,  locating  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  here  purchased  too  acres  ad- 
joining thereto,  where  he  has  made  his  home  to 
the  present  time.  iMr.  H'hipple  although  past  his 
eighty-seventh  year  is  very  active,  and  is  in  posses- 
sion of  all  his  faculties.  He  is  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
although  an  excellent  business  man,  is  well  up  on 
the  topics  of  the  day,  and  is  a stanch  temperance 
man.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  al- 
ways been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
that  party.  In  1874  iMir.  Whipple  was  married  at 
Bay  City.  iMich..  to'^Helen  Ferris  (Raymond), 
born  at  Bay  City,  where  .she  died  in  1888,  being 
buried  in  the  \Voodmere  cemetery  of  that  city. 
]\Ir.  Whipple’s  success  in  life  has  been  the  result  of 
his  own  industry,  intelligence  and  well  directed  busi- 
ness ability.  In  both  his  business  and  moral  life 
he  has  well  .sustained  the  family  honor  and  reputa- 
tion. and  it  can  he  truthfully  said  that  he  bears  the 
esteem  and  good  will  of  all  men.  His  career  pre- 
sents a most  worthy  example,  especially  valuable 
to  the  youth  or  young  man.  displaying  as  it  does 
the  results  of  right  living  based  upon  a foundation 
of  honesty,  industry,  perseverance,  and  temperate 
and  moral  habits. 

(VH)Hoseph  Arnold  Whipple  was  born  on 
the  homestead  farm.  Jan.  27.  1826,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  local  schools  of  iMedway, 
Hass.  Vdhen  a young  man  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  at  which  he  was  engaged  for  some  time, 
bu*-  in  1852  went  to  California,  there  spending 
about  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr. 
Whipple  returned  to  the  homestead,  where  he  has 
resided  ever  since.  He  is  engaged  in  farming,  is 
the  largest  fruit  grower  in  Cumberland,  and  also 
operates  an  extensive  business  in  the  dairy  line, 
having  customers  in  Providence  whom  he  has  sup- 
plied for  over  fifty  years.  Like  his  brother  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  and  is  temperate  in  his  habits 
and  a good  citizen. 

Mr.  Whipple  married  Miss  Susan  Fenner 
Snow,  born  in  Woon.socket,  daughter  of  Levi 
Mason  and  Lydia  Ann  (.■Mdrich)  Snow.  Mrs. 
M hippie  was  a school  teacher  for  several  vears. 
She  is  a member  of  Cumberland  Grange  No.  2,  in 
which  she  was  treasurer  for  five  years,  has  been  sec- 
retarv  for  ten  years  (still  continuing  in  that  capac- 
itv).  and  also  holds  the  office  of  lecturer.  Mr.  MHiip- 
ple  is  likewise  a member.  FTe  represented  the  town 
of  Cumberland  in  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  one  term,  the  honor  coming  to  him  un- 
.sought.  His  preference  is  for  private  life  and  his 
tastes  most  domestic ; he  declined  a re-election 
though  his  services  had  met  with  the  complete  ap- 
probation of  his  constituents.  >( 


VOSE.  The  first  American  ancestor  of  the 
\Hse  family,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  Robert,  who 
was  born  in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  England,  in 
1599.  He  came  to  New  England  as  early  as  1654 
and  located  at  Dorchester,  iMass.,  where  he  bought 
land  in  the  part  of  the  town  now  known  as  IMilton. 
A portion  of  this  early  possession  is  still  owned  by 
his  direct  descendants. 

(I)  About  a century  later  there  is  record  of  a 
descendant,  Robert  \'ose,  who  resided  in  Boston 
and  followed  the  sea  as  his  calling.  In  1774,  while 
in  command  of  a vessel  bearing  either  British 
merchants  or  soldiers,  he  ran  the  boat  ashore  at 
Boston,  was  accused  of  doing  so  intentionally,  and 
was  hanged  from  the  yard-arm  of  an  English  ship 
in  the  harbor.  This  Robert  was  the  father  of  three 
sons,  Amaziah,  Jeremiah  and  Hezekiah. 

(H)  Amaziah  \'ose  was  born  April  19,  1768. 
He  was  married,  Dec.  29,  1791,  in  Wrentham, 
Mass.,  to  Rejoice  Cook,  of  that  town,  and  children 
were  born  to  them  as  follows : De  Willing ; Alan- 
son ; Aaron,  who  moved  to  New  York  State  and 
there  died;  Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried;  Mar- 
garet, who  married  William  Butler,  of  Woonsocket ; 
Alva,  who  died  in  MHonsocket ; and  Malancy,  who 
married  Duty  Howry,  of  Woonsocket.  Amaziah 
Vose  died  Aug.  29,  1840,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
July  15,  1855. 

(HI)  De  Willing  \Hse  was  born  in  Wrentham 
Jan.  15,  1793,  and  was  brought  up  on  a farm.  Un- 
til he  was  eighteen  he  attended  school,  receiving 
the  education  usual  for  boys  of  his  day.  He  then 
learned  carpentry  and  in  1825  went  to  Woonsocket, 
at  that  time  a small  village,  to  ply  his  trade.  He 
was  first  employed  by  Hosea  Ballou  in  making  ma- 
chinery for  cotton  manufacturers  and  continued  do- 
ing similar  work  for  some  years,  but  at  last  yielded 
to  a long-felt  desire  to  study  medicine  and  after 
taking  a course  in  what  was  termed  the  Thomson- 
ian  school  of  medicine  began  in  1843  to  practice 
his  profession.  He  remained  in  W'oonsocket,  where 
he  was  devoted  to  his  work,  and  at  last,  after  a 
very  successful  medical  career,  died  there,  March 
20,  1875. 

Dr.  Vose’s  first  wife  was  Mercy,  daughter  of 
Paul  and  iMartha  (Clark)  Jillson,  of  Richmond, 
N.  H.,  and  a descendant  of  Jervis  Jillson,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  Weymouth,  IMass.  After  her 
death  Dr.  Vose  married  iMiss  Rhoda  Wilkinson, 
and  then,  for  his  third  wife,  JMiss  Lydia  Barker 
Peckham,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.  By  his  first  union 
there  were  four  children,  viz. : Albert  Clark,  born 
May  15,  1815;  Mary  Ann,  Oct.  26,  1817;  Alanson 
Carlisle,  Sept.  20,  1820;  and  Alonzo  Darwin,  Oct. 
4,  1823.  By  the  second  marriage  there  was  one 
daughter,  Julia  A.,  who  married  Lewis  L.  Miller, 
of  Woonsocket. 

(IV)  Albert  Clark  Wse,  born  in  1815,  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  and  was  located  at  Smithfield,  now 
the  town  of  Lincoln,  where  his  operations  were 
crowned  with  a success  well  deserved  by  his  in- 
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dustry.  He  died  at  his  farm  home,  March  26, 
1875.  He  had  married  June  i,  1834,  Miss  Minerva 
Easton,  who  died  in  Woonsocket  July  2,  1896. 
They  had  children  as  follows : George  L.,  born 
Dec.  30,  1834,  who  died  in  Providence ; Laura  Ann, 
born  Jan.  29,  1837,  late  wife  of  Rensselaer  Mowry  ; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  16,  1841,  who  married 
George  H.  Miller,  the  well-known  dealer  in  coal 
and  ice  at  Woonsocket ; Ellen  M.,  born  Sept.  6, 
1843,  deceased  wife  of  Isaac  Aldrich,  of  IMansfield, 
i\lass. ; Henry,  who  died  young;  Sarah  Mercy,  born 
March  4,  1846,  now  the  widow  of  Cornelius  Clark, 
of  Woonsocket ; Alonzo  W. ; Harriet  Ella,  deceased  ; 
Phoebe,  Mrs.  Daniel  Lawton,  of  San  Jose,  Cal. ; 
and  Alice  G.,  who  died  young. 

{V)  Alonzo  W.  \’ose,  born  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Lincoln,  Aug.  6,  1849,  grew  up  on  a farm 
there,  and  after  finishing  school  made  agriculture 
his  occupation  for  a number  of  years.  But  in  1895 
he  moved  to  Cumberland  Hill  and  began  as  a florist, 
putting  up  fine  hot-houses  and  making  all  necessary 
improvements,  also  building  a handsome  residence 
on  the  place.  He  secured  a large  patronage  and 
has  been  very  successful.  IMr.  \’ose  still  owns  his 
old  farm  home  in  Lincoln.  He  has  never  been 
very  active  in  public  affairs,  though  he  has  served 
in  the  town  council  and  as  a member  of  the  Repub- 
lican committee  of  Cumberland ; in  elections  he 
always  supports  the  Republican  party. 

The  marriage  of  i\lr.  Vose  to  Miss  Ida  Sprague, 
daughter  of  Nathan  C.  and  Abigail  Ellen  (Eield) 
Sprague,  occurred  June  20,  1869,  and  they  have 
had  a most  happy  wedded  life.  IMrs.  Vose  is  a most 
devoted  wife  and  mother.  Her  family  is  from  the 
town  of  Cumberland  and  her  mother,  in  spite  of  her 
advancing  years,  is  still  active,  and  is  at  present 
compiling  a short  history  of  the  town.  Mrs.  Vose 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Woon- 
socket. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vose  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  (i)  Flora  Alice,  born  May  29,  1870,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Manville  (where  she 
later  taught  school)  and  the  Providence  Normal 
School.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Jewell.  (2) 
Willing,  born  June  15,  1872,  died  Nov.  20,  1898. 
He  was  a student  in  the  Philadelphia  Dental  Col- 
lege.  (3)  Lydia  Belinda  Peckham,  born  March  26, 
1874,  married  Levi  Arnold  Foster,  of  Pawtucket, 
and  has  two  children,  Joseph  Alonzo  and  Ida  May. 
(4)  Howard  W. 

(VI)  How'ard  Winfield  Vose,  youngest  child 
of  Alonzo  W.,  was  born  March  4,  1884.  Educated 
in  the  public  schools,  he  is  now  a bright,  active 
young  man,  engaged  in  business  with  his  father, 
and  with  every  prospect  of  success  in  life.  He  is 
a member  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

(HI)  Alanson  Vose,  son  of  Amaziah,  was  born 
in  Wrentham  in  1796,  and  remained  there  till 
ready  to  start  in  life  for  himself.  iMoving  to  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.,  he  rented  a farm  near  Cumberland 
Hill,  the  property  now  owned  by  Mr.  Fiske,  but 
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remained  there  only  a few  years.  In  1826  he  moved 
to  what  is  now  Lincoln,  located  in  Manville,  and 
for  his  first  months  there  was  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  a mill  for  Samuel  A.  Mann,  but  later 
started  in  the  livery  business  there,  owning  eight 
to  ten  horses.  This  stable  he  afterward  gave  up  in 
order  to  go  into  the  mercantile  line,  still  in  Man- 
ville. Pie  did  a general  business  _ and  was  quite 
successful,  but  in  time  handed  over  the  management 
of  the  store  to  his  son  Carlisle,  and  himself  took 
up  farming  again.  He  bought  a tract  of  eighty- 
five  acres  on  the  edge  of  the  village  of  Manville, 
from  the  Cully  family,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of 
his  active  life.  His  last  years  were  passed  in  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Davis,  and  there  he  died 
Jan.  5,  1881.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Oak 
Hill  cemetery,  WVonsocket. 

Alanson  \’ose  was  a man  with  the  courage  of 
his  convictions  and  during  the  political  troubles 
of  1842  he  did  not  hesitate  to  show  his  entire  sym- 
pathy with  Dorr.  Because  of  this  he  was  arrested 
and  kept  in  prison  in  Providence  for  a week,  but 
he  was  finally  released.  But  aside  from  this  period 
he  took  little  part  in  public  matters  and  contented 
himself  with  loyally  supporting  his  party,  the  Demo- 
cratic. In  his  personality  he  was  very  pleasing, 
was  popular  with  his  fellows,  and  was  a man  of 
good  habits,  devoted  to  his  home. 

Mr.  Vose  had  an  admirable  helpmate  in  his 
wife,  who  was  Miss  Abby  Remington,  of  W'arwick, 
R.  I.  She  was  a woman  of  rare  Christian  character 
and  in  every  phase  of  life  proved  herself  admirable, 
whether  as  a wife,  a mother  or  a member  of  society. 
She  died  July  26,  1858,  aged  fifty-one  years,  the 
mother  of  five  children,  viz. : Lucy,  who  died  when 
two  years  old;  Carlisle;  Ornando  R. ; Josephine 
Ellen,  who  is  Mrs.  William  H.  Davis,  of  Provi- 
dence ; and  Warren  L.  The  youngest  son  enlisted 
in  the  Civil  war  and  was  wounded  in  the  first  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run.  Lnable  to  escape,  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  but  died  on  the  way  to  Richmond. 

(IV)  Carlisle  Vose  was  born  in  the  village  of 
iManville  P'eb.  3,  1833,  and  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools,  completing  the  high  school  course.  He 
then  went  into  his  father's  store  and  from  that  early 
period  till  the  end  of  his  active  business  life  en- 
gaged in  that  line  -of  business.  When  his  father 
retired  he  took  charge  of  the  store,  gave  the  busi- 
ness his  entire  attention,  and  huilt  up  a large  trade, 
which  brought  in  ever-increasing  returns.  He  first 
enlarged  the  original  store,  then  built  a still  larger 
one,  and  now%  under  the  management  of  his  sons, 
the  business  has  assumed  such  proportions  that 
they  have  built  and  occupied  the  largest  block  in 
Manville,  being  still  on  IMain  street,  on  which 
street  their  grandfather  began.  Carlisle  Vose  was 
at  the  head  of  this  establishment  for  forty-two 
years,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time  had  his 
sons  associated  with  him.  On  retiring  from  its 
control  he  took  up  his  residence  on  his  father’s 
farm,  where  he  has  made  extensive  improvements 
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and  occupies  his  leisure  in  directing  its  operation. 
He  is  also  the  owner  of  several  houses  in  jManville, 
which  he  has  built  there  as  an  investment. 

A pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  ]\Ir.  Vose 
is  a j)otent  influence  in  his  party,  and  his  counsels 
carry  much  weight.  He  has  been  very  active  in 
public  affairs  and  has  served  his  community  well, 
bringing  the  same  progressive  spirit,  enterprise  and 
integrity  of  action  to  his  political  duties  that  have 
made  him  successful  in  his  business.  Under  Presi- 
dent Pierce  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  iMan- 
ville,  and  continued  to  serve  for  seventeen  years. 
In  the  old  town  of  Smithficld  and  later  in  that  of 
Lincoln  he  was  in  the  town  council,  acting  one 
term  as  president.  Pie  has  also  represented  both 
towns  in  the  State  Legislature,  serving  twelve  years 
in  all,  while  he  has  likewise  been  on  the  Lincoln 
hoard  of  assessors.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
trustee  of  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  VMse  has  also  been  very  actively  interested 
in  lodge  work,  being  a thirty-second  degree  iMason 
and  prominent  in  the  fraternity  in  the  State.  He 
is  a member  of  iMount  Moriah  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A. 
i\L,  Lime  Rock,  which  he  served  as  treasurer  for 
several  years : belongs  to  Union  Chapter,  Woon- 
socket Council,  and  M'oonsocket  Commandery,  No. 
24,  Knights  Templar,  of  MMonsocket,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Provi- 
dence. 

Carlisle  \Mse  was  joined  in  wedlock,  ]\Iay  i, 
1854,  by  Rev.  John  Boyden,  to  iMiss  Caroline  Bal- 
lou, who  was  born  April  i,  1833,  slaughter  of  Pres- 
ton and  Harriet  ]\1.  (Brown)  Ballou.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were  four  in  number,  all 
sons;  (i)  Arthur  Leslie,  born  March  22,  1857, 
was  in  business  with  his  father  until  he  died,  from 
typhoid  fever,  Dec.  7,  1895.  He  had  married  Alice 
Enches,  and  their  only  child,  Carlisle,  born  July  16, 
1880,  died  the  same  month  as  the  father,  on  Dec. 
2ist.  (2)  Everett  Alanson,  born  June  5,  1859, 
married  Nellie  iMarble,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Caroline  B.  (born  Dec.  19,  1882,  who  married  Rus- 
sell H.  Handy),  J.  Everett,  Herman  and  Harriet. 
(3)  Elmer  Carlisle,  born  Oct.  24,  1869,  niafried 
Harriet  Jane  Aldrich,  of  Millville,  IMass.,  and  his 
children  are,  Robert  C.,  Thelma  F.,  Carleta  B., 
Stanley  A.  and  Elmerta  C.  (4)  Walter  I.,  born 
Nov.  25,  1870,  married  Jennie  Fessenden,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Arthur  L.  and  Huldah  F. 
Messrs.  Everett  A..  Elmer  C.  and  Walter  T.  AMse 
now  form  the  firm  of  \'osc  Brothers  and  have  made 
a splendid  reputation  for  themselves  in  local  circles. 
They  i)0ssess  fine  business  (jualities  and  maintain 
high  standards  in  all  their  dealings,  so  that  they 
have  the  universal  respect  of  those  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact. 

(IV)  Okn.\xdc)  lUiMixr.Tox  Wsi-:,  second  son 
of  Alanson,  is  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists 
of  Cumberland  Hill.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  Dec.  29,  1834,  was  educated  in  the  i\Ian- 
ville  schools,  and  grew  up  on  the  farm  of  his  father. 


helping  him  till  ready  to  start  out  for  himself.  He 
located  on  Cumberland  Hill,  doing  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a large 
property  in  that  section.  He  has,  however,  of  late 
years  given  up  its  active  management  and  lives  re-, 
tired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  earlier  labors.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  operations,  while 
at  the  same  time  his  upright  character  and  easy 
cordial  manners  have  won  the  respect  and  liking  of 
all.  Mr.  Vose  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
not  taken  much  part  in  public  matters,  being  do- 
mestic in  his  tastes.  He  served  one  term  in  the 
town  council,  declining  a second.  Fraternally  he 
was  a member  of  Cumberland  Grange,  No.  ii,  Pat- 
trons  of  Husbandry. 

On  March  10,  1855,  in  W'oonsocket,  Ornando 
R.  Vose  was  married  to  Miss  Phoebe  Aldrich,  who 
was  horn  iMarch  20,  1835,  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Ann  (Daniels)  Aldrich.  Mrs.  Vose  has  proved 
herself  a good  wife,  devoted  to  her  home,  and  a 
careful  and  judicious  mother.  She  has  had  eight 
children,  viz.:  Willie,  horn  May  18,  1856,  died 
July  6th  following;  Frederick,  born  June  7,  1858, 
florist  at  Cumberland  Hill,  married  (first)  Eliza, 
daughter  of  the  late  Rufus  Jenckes,  and  (second) 
Elsie  Plill;  Ruth  Mabel,  born  May  5,  1861,  is  the 
widow  of  George  Jenckes,  who  died  April  26,  1904, 
and  was  buried  in  Lincoln ; Oscar,  born  Dec.  22, 
1863,  Aug.  4,  1865;  Frank  E.,  born  April  4, 
1866,  a fiorist  at  Cumberland  Hill,  married  (first) 
Eva  L.,  daughter  of  Rufus  Jenckes,  and  (second) 
Emma  Shafifer ; Alfred  W.,  born  July  24,  1870, 
married  Ellen  Stearns;  Edgar,  born  Oct.  15,  1875, 
married  Luella  Bartlett ; Abby  R.,  born  Oct.  5,  1880, 
married  Lester  Jencks  and  resides  on  her  father’s 
farm. 

ALMY.  (I)  William  Almy,  born  in  1601, 
came  to  New  England  and  was  at  Lynn,  Mass., 
perhaps  as  early  as  1631.  He  returned  to  England, 
hut  again  came  to  New  England,  this  time  in  the 
“Abigail”  in  1635,  age  then  being  given  as 
thirty-four  years ; and  then  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  Audry,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and  children, 
Annis,  aged  eight  years,  and  Christopher,  aged 
three  years.  Air.  Almy  removed  to  Sandwich, 
Mass.,  in  1637.  He  later  removed  to  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  where  he  was  a freeman  in  1655.  He  had 
had  granted  him  land  at  Wading  river,  in  Ports- 
mouth, in  1644.  He  was  a juryman  in  1656,  and 
commissioner  in  1656,  1657  1663.  De  died 

in  1676.  His  children  were:  Annis,  born  in  1627; 
Christopher,  horn  in  1632:  John;  and  Job. 

(H)  Jol)  Almy,  son  of  William,  married  Alary 
Fhithank,  and  they  were  of  Portsmouth,  Warwick 
and  Portsmouth,  respectively.  Air.  Almy  was 
deputy  from  Warwick  in  1670  and  1672.  He  was 
assistant  in  1673,  1674  and  1675.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1684.  His  children  were:  William  and 
Christopher,  born  in  1664;  William  (2),  born  in 
1665;  Susanna,  born  in  1667;  Audry,  born  in  1669; 
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Deborah,  born  in  1671;  Catherine,  born  in  1674; 
John,  born  in  1676;  Mary,  born  in  1678;  and  Job, 
born  in  1681. 

(III)  Job  Almy  (2),  son  of  Job,  born  March  3, 

1681,  married  Dec.  6,  1705,  Bridget  Sanford, 

daughter  of  Peleg  and  Mary  (Coddington)  San- 
ford, and  resided  in  Tiverton,  R.  L,  where  he  died 
Jan.  14,  1766.  Their  children  were:  Job,  born 
March  4,  1707  (died  young)  ; Peleg,  born  Oct.  25, 
1709;  Mary,  born  Jan.  20,  1711;  Eliphal,  born 
Aug.  3,  1713;  Bridget,  born  May  16,  1716;  Ann, 
born  Jan.  28,  1718;  John,  born  April  18,  1720; 
Job,  born  May  16,  1722;  and  Deborah,  born  March 
21,  1724. 

(IV)  Job  Almy  (3),  born  May  16,  1722,  in 
Tiverton,  married  (first)  Jan^  27,  1742-43  (he  be- 
ing of  Newport,  R.  I.),  Alice  Slocum,  born  19th 
of  I St  month,  1723-4,  daughter  of  Capt.  Holder 
Slocum,  and  his  wife  Hannah  (Hull),  of  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  and  perhaps  (second)  Sept.  2,  1756, 
Katherine  Slocum,  daughter  of  Peleg  Slocum,  of 
Dartmouth,  Mass,  (he  being  at  this  time  of  Ports- 
mouth). The  children  born  to  Job  and  Alice  of 
Portsmouth  town  record  were : Christopher,  born 
Nov.  5,  1743;  Job,  June  17,  1745;  Holder,  Jan.  22, 
1746-47;  Job  (2),  April  10,  1754.  Those  born  to 
Job  and  Katherine:  Alice,  born  July  2,  1757; 
Rebecca,  born  Sept.  26,  1758;  and  William,  1)orn 
Feb.  I,  1761. 

(V)  Holder  Almy,  son  of  Job,  born  Jan.  22, 
1746-47,  married  (first)  Oct.  10,  1765,  Hannah 
Brownell,  daughter  of  Stephen  Brownell,  of  Ports- 
mouth, and  (second)  Oct.  13,  1768,  Sarah  Lawton, 
daughter  of  Robert  Lawton,  then  deceased.  Mr. 
Almy  died  March  26,  1812,  aged  sixty-five  years. 
One  child,  George  Brownell,  was  born  to  the  first 
marriage  Dec.  24,  1766;  and  the  following  to  the 
second:  Elizabeth,  born  July  18,  1769;  Christo- 
pher, June  17,  1771  ; Mary,  Jan.  i,  1773;  Abraham, 
May  4,  1776;  Isaac,  March  3,  1777;  Rebecca,  June 
2.  1779;  Jacob,  Feb.  24,  1782;  Hannah,  April  26, 
1785;  Phebe,  March  18,  1791. 

(VI)  Jacob  Almy,  son  of  Holder,  born  Feb.  24, 
1782,  was  a seafaring  man  all  his  life,  sailing  out 
of  New  Bedford,  IMass.,  in  the  foreign  trade,  both 
on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  He  was  a 
captain  of  the  barque  “Russell,”  which  was  owned 
in  New  Bedford,  and  sailed  from  New  York  to 
China  and  also  to  India,  and  was  lost  in  the  Indian 
ocean  with  all  his  crew,  his  vessel  never  being 
heard  of  after  1815.  His  widow  passed  most  of 
her  married  life  in  New  Bedford,  later  removing  to 
Portsmouth  and  thence  to  Newport,  where  she 
died,  and  she  was  buried  in  Newport,  her  body 
later  being  removed  to  Portsmouth,  where  she  had 
lived  for  a number  of  years  in  her  younger  days. 
Capt.  Almy  married  Dec.  6,  1804,  Charlotte  Sher- 
man, daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Bowler) 
Sherman,  and  their  children  of  Portsmouth  town 
record  were:  Griffin  Barney,  born  Nov.  16,  1805 
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(died  Alarch  6,  1806)  ; Holder  Slocum,  born  June 
29,  1807;  and  Levi,  born  Sept.  12,  1808.  Besides' 
these  there  were  Elizabeth  and  Sarah,  both  of  whom 
died  unmarried. 

(VII)  Holder  Slocum  Almy,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob, 
born  June  29,  1807,  married  (first)  Elizabeth  How- 
land, daughter  of  Resolved  and  Patience  (Hatha- 
way) Howland, and  (second)  Patience  Wady,  daugh- 
ter of  Humphrey  and  Clarissa  Wady.  Holder  S. 
Almy  was  a sea-faring  man,  engaged  in  whaling. 
He  died  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  May  16,  1856, 
aged  forty-nine  years.  His  children  were:  Eliza- 
beth, born  July  14,  1839;  John,  Feb.  14,  1842,  and 
Julia,  July  29,  1844. 

(VH)  Levi  Almy,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob,  born  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Sept.  12,  1808,  lived  in  New 
Bedford  with  his  mother  while  his  father  followed 
the  sea,  the  family  returning  to  Portsmouth  after 
the  father’s  death.  Levi  Almy  made  one  trip  on  a 
whaling  voyage  around  Cape  Horn,  but  after  his 
marriage  he  settled  down  to  farm  life  in  Ports- 
mouth, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  there  in  July,  1884.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Friends  cemetery.  For  some  years  he  served  as  a 
I)reacher  for  the  SociHy  of  Friends,  and  he  was 
known  as  a thoroughly  good,  Christian  man,  de- 
voted to  his  home,  and  temperate  in  his  habits.  He 
was  a Republican  in  political  faith. 

IMr.  Almy  was  married  in  Portsmouth  to  Susan 
Plannah  Hazard  Wales,  who  was  born  Jan.  25, 
1815,  in  Portsmouth,  daughter  of  Atherton  and 
Elizabeth  (Hazard)  Wales,  and  granddaughter  of 
Dr.  Peter  Thatcher  Wales  and  of  Samuel  and  Han- 
nah (Perry)  Hazard,  and  great-granddaughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Perry.  iMrs.  Almy  died 
at  her  home  Jan.  13,  1898,  aged  eighty-three  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Friends  cemetery,  like  her 
hushand  being  a member  of  that  Society.  She 
was  a sincere  Christian  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
and  particularly  devoted  to  her  family.  The  five 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Almy  all  survive, 
viz. : Charlotte,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Chris- 
topher S.  Southwick,  of  Middletown,  R.  I. ; Jacob; 
Henry  Wales ; Robert  Barclay ; and  Holder. 

(VHI)  Henry  Wales  Almy,  second  son  of 
Levi  Almy,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Jan.  15, 
1841,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  town.  In  his  youth  he  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way,  his  first  work  being  with  John  Man- 
chester at  farm  work.  Later  he  was  gardener  for 
iMiss  Sarah  Gibbs,  at  Oakland  Farm  in  Ports- 
mouth, after  which  he  started  fishing  in  company 
with  his  brothers,  and  for  a period  of  about  eight- 
een years  was  engaged  in  that  line.  He  next  ac- 
cepted a position  on  Oakland  Farm,  the  estate  of 
the  late  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  having  charge  of  the 
vegetable  growing  for  fifteen  years,  and  giving  gen- 
eral satisfaction.  He  then  bought  a tract  of  twelve 
acres,  and  is  now  engaged  in  fruit  growing  and 
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market  gardening.  He  resides  on  Union  street, 
where  he  has  a comfortable  home  with  most  at- 
tractive surroundings.  He  is  a lover  of  his  home, 
and  is  domestic  in  his  tastes.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  cares  nothing  for  office  holding. 
He  is  well  known  and  highly  respected — a man 
noted  for  his  honesty  and  upright  character. 

In  Keene,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Almy  married  Mary  E. 
Bemis,  born  at  Troy,  N.  H.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Fanny  (Lawrence)  Bemis.  Mrs.  Almy  was  edu- 
cated at  Troy,  and  also  at  the  Bernardstown 
(Mass.)  Institute,  and  she  taught  school  in  New 
Hampshire  and  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Two  children 
were  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Almy:  (i)  Frederick 
Warren,  who  died  Nov.  6,  1896,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Union  cemetery,  married  Nellie  Coggeshall, 
daughter  of  Asa  Coggeshall,  and  had  one  child, 
Kenneth  B.,  now  living  with  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Almy. 
(2)  Gertrude  married  Edward  W.  Thurston,  son 
of  the  late  Peleg  Thurston,  and  they  reside  in 
Portsmouth ; they  have  one  child,  Dalton  Lloyd. 

(VHI)  Robert  Barclay  Almy,  third  son  of 
the  late  Levi  Almy,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
Aug.  7,  1843,  educated  in  the  common 

schools  of  the  town.  He  worked  at  home  until 
the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  started  out  for 
himself,  engaging  in  menhaden  fishing  with  his 
brother,  and  for  forty  years  he  was  engaged  in 
that  same  business,  meeting  with  fair  success.  He 
worked  hard  in  his  boyhood,  and  still  harder  in  the 
rough  sea  fishing.  Since  he  left  the  water  he  has 
settled  down  tcj  an  agricultural  life,  making  a 
specialty  of  peach  growing.  He  also  grows  apples, 
pears  and  small  fruits.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Almy  are 
attendants  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Portsmouth. 
He  is  a Republican  in  principle,  but  is  not  actively 
parti.san.  He  married,  Jan.  17,  1870,  at  Fall  River, 
Margaret  Grinnell,  born  at  Portsmouth,  daughter 
of  Alvan  and  Susan  Grinnell.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. 

(\TI1)  Jacob  Almy,  eldest  son  of  Levi  Almy, 
Avas  born  on  the  homestead  April  26,  1838,  and 
like  his  brothers  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
•of  the  town  of  Portsmouth.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  went  to  sea,  sailing  on  both  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific.  He  later  became  engaged  in  fishing  along 
the  Atlantic  coast,  and  in  this  connection  also  man- 
ufactured oil.  He  made  two  trips  to  Alaska,  first 
in  the  fishing  business,  and  second  prospecting  for 
gold  in  company  with  his  son.  He  is  now  making 
his  home  on  Glenn  street,  Portsmouth.  He  mar- 
ried Nov.  8,  1877,  Annie  L.  \\’ilcox,  danghtcr  of 
Clideon  Wilcox,  and  their  children  are : I.evi,  of 
Portsmouth;  Susan,  who  married  George  Hart,  of 
'Fiverton ; Gideon  \\'.,  in  the  meat  business  in 
Portsmouth;  and  Edna  C.,  at  home.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Almy  is  a Republican. 

(VHI)  Holder  Almy,  youngest  son  of  Levi, 
was  born  on  the  home  farm,  Oct.  2.  1845, 


educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  began  the 
fishing  business  with  his  brothers,  and  for  twenty- 
five  years  continued  it.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
fruit  growing  business  on  the  old  homestead,  being 
particularly  engaged  in  producing  fine  peaches.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  Fie  is  unmarried. 

(\TH)  Charlotte  Almy,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Levi  Almy,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Portsmouth.  In  July,  i860, 
she  married  Christopher  S.  Southwick,  and  has 
one  child,  Alfred,  who  married  Kate  Lydon,  and 
has  a son  Alfred,  now  in  the  hospital  corps  in  the 
United  States  Army,  located  in  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands. 

Christopher  S.  Southwick  was  born  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  in  1817,  son  of  Joseph  and  Dorcas 
( Sweet)  Southwick,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Newport,  where  the  former  was  a boat  builder.  He 
was  educated  in  Newport  and  there  under  his  father 
learned  the  trade  of  boat  building  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  some  years.  He  also  followed  the  sea  as 
master  and  jiart  owner  of  vessels,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  coast  trade.  After  giving  up  the  sea  he  set- 
tled in  Middletown  on  the  V'arner  farm  and  later 
bought  a tract  from  John  Gould  just  off  the  West 
Main  Road,  on  Forest  avenue,  since  known  as 
Southwick's  Grove,  and  settled  down  to  farming. 
He  built  a home  known  as  the  “Round  House,”  it 
being  as  round  as  a hoop,  the  greater  part  of  which 
he  constructed  himself.  There  is  a cupola  in  the 
center  and  a winding  stair,  both  of  l\Ir.  Southwick’s 
construction.  This  house  has  been  visited  by 
thousands  of  people,  and  it  contains  some  interest- 
ing curios  and  antique  furniture,  much  of  the  latter 
being  made  by  the  Captain’s  own  hands.  He  died 
on  the  farm  in  June,  1879,  and  was  buried  in  New- 
port Island  cemetery,  highly  respected  and  well- 
liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  After  his  death  his 
widow  conducted  the  farm  herself,  a large  part 
of  it  being  in  the  well  known  grove  of  the  name, 
where  many  church  picnics  are  held,  as  well  as 
popular  clam  bakes.  On  Jan.  8,  1907,  Mrs.  South- 
wick sold  this  farm  to  Mr.  Charles  E.  Proctor,  of 
New  York. 

TILLEY  (Line  of  Abraham  D.,  of  Newport). 
The  Tilley  family  of  Newport  is  one  of  the  oldest 
of  that  town  and  through  a century  and  three- 
quarters  descendants  of  the  first  settler,  William 
Tilley,  have  been  most  useful  citizens  and  members 
of  society  there  and  have  allied  themselves  by  mar- 
riage to  some  of  the  first  families  of  Rhode  Island. 
It  is  the  purpose  to  treat  here  of  the  family  and 
lineage  of  the  late  Abraham  H.  Tilley,  who  had 
three  sons,  the  late  George  W.  T.  Tilley,  who  was 
was  one  of  Newport’s  most  successful  business 
men,  and  the  late  Abraham  A.  Tillev  and  the 
jiresent  Herbert  C.  Tilley,  who,  until  the  recent 
death  of  the  former,  had  been  for  years  associated 
together  in  liusiness  as  jiresident  and  treasurer. 
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respectively,  of  the  Newport  Hygienic  Ice  & Water 
Company. 

These  gentlemen  descended  in  the  fifth  genera- 
tion from  William  Tilley,  their  immigrant  ancestor, 
their  lineage  being  through  Deacon  William  Tilley, 
Abraham  D.  Tilley  and  Abraham  H.  Tilley.  These 
generations  in  detail  and  in  the  order  given  follow. 

(I)  William  Tilley,  born  about  1685,  Ideford, 
Devon,  England,  came  to  America  about  1710  and 
settled  in  Boston.  He  was  a son  of  William  and 
a grandson  of  John  Tilley,  and  with  his  brothers, 
John  and  James,  came  to  Boston  to  work  for  their 
cousin,  'Afilliam  Tilley,  a rope-maker,  who  had  pre- 
ceded them  and  resided  in  Boston.  The  first  men- 
tioned William  Tilley  was  a member  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  and  of  ,01d 
South  Church.  He  removed  to  Newport,  R.  L,  in 
1732.  He  married  Dorcas,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Slocum)  Earle,  of  Portsmouth. 

(II)  Deacon  William  Tilley,  born  Oct.  1.9,  1738, 
in  Newport,  R.  I.,  married  Oct.  28,  1759,  Elizabeth 
Rogers,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Patience  Rogers.  He,  too,  was  a rope-maker. 
He  owned  all  the  land  east  from  the  Jewish  syna- 
gogue on  Truro  street  to  the  burial-ground  on  Kay 
street,  on  which  his  extensive  walks  were  made. 
His  residence  was  on  Elizabeth  street,  near  the 
Jewish  cemetery.  Mrs.  Tilley  died  Aug.  28,  1800, 
age  fifty-nine  years,  and  he  married  (second) 
in  January,  1802,  Catherine  Sabine,  of  Rehoboth, 
who  died  Oct.  15,  1817.  He  married  (third)  Nov. 
4,  1821,  Widow  Elizabeth  Boone,  formerly  Eliza- 
beth Reed,  who  died  Jan.  3,  1836,  aged  eighty-six 
years.  Mr.  Tilley  died  April  14,  1825.  Of  Ifis 
seventeen  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
thirteen  lived  to  mature  years.  His  children  were : 
Mary,  William,  William  (2),  Sarah,  James, 
Thomas,  Betsey,  William  (3),  Elizabeth,  Dorcas, 
George,  Abraham  D.,  Patience,  John,  George  (2), 
Benjamin  and  Nancy.  On  the  death  of  the  father 
of  this  family  the  Newport  Mercury  paid  him  the 
following  tribute : 

“If  sixty  years  of  a conscientious  discharge  of 
religious  and  moral  duties  joined  to  the  endearing 
and  affectionate  domestic  ties  of  husband,  father, 
son,  brother  and  friend  shall  claim  from  our  all- 
wise and  beneficent  Creator  reward  and  mercy,  he 
now  enjoys  all  the  heavenly  felicity  promised  by 
the  Gospel  of  Christ.  His  life  was  a life  of  piety 
and  usefulness,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  that  life 
his  faith  and  confidence  was  unshaken  in  Christ, 
the  son  of  God.  He  left  a numerous  progeny  as 
well  as  numerous  friends  to  mourn  his  departure, 
ten  children,  seventy-nine  grandchildren  and  forty- 
four  great-grandchildren.” 

(III)  Abraham  D.  Tilley,  born  May  29.  1775, 
in  Newport,  R.  L,  married  Sept.  3,  1798.  Ruth  N., 
daughter  of  Capt.  William  Tew,  and  to  them  came 
children  as  follows : Eliza  R.,  Sarah  T.,  Mary  T., 
William  T.,  Nancy,  Charlotte,  Abraham  H.,  JameSj 
Thomas  S.  and  Ruth.  The  father  died  June  5, 


1845,  mother  passed  away  March  25,  1857, 

aged  seventy-seven  years. 

(IV)  Abraham  H.  Tilley,  born  Sept.  20,  1813, 
married  (first)  Esther  A.  Barker,  born  March  2, 
1816,  daughter  of  Arnold  Barker.  She  died  Aug. 
4,  1840,  and  he  married  (second)  Celinda,  born 
March  24,  1823,  daughter  of  Arnold  Barker.  In 
early  life  Mr.  Tilley  was  a butcher,  and  in  later 
years  conducted  a slaughter-house  at  Newport,  his 
specialty  being  the  butchering  of  hogs,  shipped 
from  Chicago,  for  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade. 
He  made  this  business  a decided  success,  and  at 
his  death  left  a good  competency  and  a name  as  an 
enterprising  and  honorable  business  man.  He  died 
in  Newport  Oct.  20,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  one  month.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he 
w^s  a member  of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  Tilley’s  first  marriage 
were : George  W.  T.,  mentioned  below,  and  Esther, 
now  Mrs.  George  Nason,  of  Newport.  Children  as 
follows  were  born  to  his  second  marriage:  Mary 
S.,  who  is  deceased ; William  W.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Hattie  B.,  who  married  John  Milton  Popple, 
of  Newport;  Edna  C.,  Mrs.  John  E.  Chase,  also 
of  Newport;  Abraham  A.,  who  married  Nebraska 
Brown,  daughter  of  the  late  Joshua  C.  Brown,  of 
Newport,  and  died  in  that  city;  and  Herbert  C., 
whose  sketch  follows. 

(V)  George  Washington  Tew  Tilley,  eldest 
son  of  Abraham  H.  and  his  first  wife,  Esther  A. 
(Barker)  Tilley,  was  born  in  Newport  April  ii, 
1838.  After  acquiring  an  elementary  education  in 
the  public  schools  he  for  several  years  was  employed 
by  his  father  in  the  butchering  business,  when  he 
formed  a partnership  with  the  late  Thomas  Glad- 
ding and,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tilley  & Gladding, 
operated  a meat  market  on  the  Point.  He  continued 
in  that  line  for  several  years,  after  which  he  asso- 
ciated himself  in  the  manufacture  of  sausages  with 
William  H.  Easton,  the  style  of  the  firm  being 
Wk  H.  Easton  & Co.  and  the  location  of  their  fac- 
tory at  No.  39  West  Broadway.  The  business 
increased  to  large  proportions  and  the  “Easton  sau- 
sages” acquired  a w'orld-wide  reputation  for  uni- 
form superiority.  Mr.  Tilley  remained  a member 
of  the  firm  until  his  sudden  death,  in  Boston,  Dec. 
19,  1898.  At  the  time  he  was  on  a business  trip 
to  that  city,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his 
nephew. 

As  a business  man  tbe  deceased  was  careful  yet 
energetic  and  progressive,  and  conscientious  in  the 
extreme.  He  was  also  very  methodical,  and  in- 
dustry personified.  He  therefore  met  with  a suc- 
cess which  was  both  signal  and  enviable,  and  at  his 
death  left  a large  competence. 

Mr.  Tilley’s  fund  of  vitality  was  so  large  that, 
although  his  business  interests  were  extensive,  he 
devoted  much  time  to  reading  and  travel.  As  a 
consequence,  notwithstanding  his  defective  literary 
education,  he  was  well  informed  on  topics  of  gen- 
eral interest  and  an  attractive  conversationalist  and 
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companion.  In  disposition  he  was  noticeably  genial 
and  domestic,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  a member  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows  was  indicative 
of  his  character  and  his  standing  among  his  asso- 
ciates. In  political  faith  iNIr.  Tilley  was  a stanch 
Republican,  but  not  an  aspirant  for  public  office. 
In  his  death  the  entire  community  felt  the  loss  of 
an  enterprising,  successful,  popular  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  and  his  family  a good  husband  and 
father. 

On  Oct.  29,  1858,  George  W.  T.  Tilley  married 
Elizabeth  C.  Easton,  daughter  of  James  C.  and 
Eliza  (Eranklin)  Easton,  and  a direct  descendant 
of  Nicholas  Easton,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  New- 
port. This  union  was  blessed  by  two  children,  a 
son,  James  Easton  Tilley,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  months,  and  a daughter,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(\’)  FIerbert  Charles  Tilley,  youngest  son 
of  Abraham  H.  and  Celinda  (Barker)  Tilley,  his 
second  wife,  was  born  in  Newport  Sept.  27,  i860. 
After  leaving  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  he  first  entered  his  father's  employ  as 
a butcher  and  later  was  apprenticed  to  his  uncle, 
Nathan  Barker,  as  a carpenter.  Following  this 
service  of  three  years  IMr.  Tilley  was  engaged  for 
a decade  in  an  independent  business — building  and 
contracting.  Then  with  his  brother,  the  late  Abra- 
ham A.  Tilley,  he  organized  the  Newport  Ice  Com- 
pany, which  later  became  the  Newport  Hygienic 
Ice  & \\'ater  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Tilley  was 
treasurer  and  his  brother  president.  Upon  the 
death  of  Abraham  Tilley  the  business  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Newport  Ice  Company. 

In  August,  1902,  Mr.  Tilley  located,  in  the  meat 
and  provision  business,  at  the  corner  of  Gould  and 
Warner  streets,  and  in  the  spring  of  1905  again  en- 
gaged in  the  ice  business,  under  the  style  of  the 
Tilley  Ice  Company.  In  both  lines,  which  are  com- 
mercially related,  he  has  met  with  success. 

In  political  matters  i\lr.  Tilley  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican voter— his  politics  going  no  further.  He 
is  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
port, serving  on  its  standing  committees  and  being 
a leader  in  general  religious  work.  For  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century  he  has  also  been  a singer  in 
the  church  choirs  of  Newport,  and  during  that 
period  has  never  missed  a service.  He  possesses 
a melodious  bass  voice,  which  is  in  demand  not 
only  by  the  church  choirs  l)ut  by  the  organizers  of 
concerts  and  other  musical  entertainments. 

On  March  24,  1881,  Herbert  C.  Tilley  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Nevada  Brown,  daughter  of 
Joshua  C.  Brown,  of  Newport.  The  following' 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Milton  P.,  an 
architect  of  New  York  City;  Herbert  C.,  Jr.,  Linda 
B.,  Abraham  A.  and  Linda  B.  (2),  all  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  Arnold  B. ; Herbert  C.,  Jr.  (2); 
Essie  W'aldorf ; Lawrence  Seabury;  Vevie  B.  (who 
died  in  infancy)  ; and  Gladys  Brown  Tilley. 


HON.  WILLIA^I  H.  ANGELL,  whose  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  6,  1885,  at  his  home  on  Fruit 
Hill,  North  Providence,  R.  I.,  caused  widespread 
regret  and  sorrow,  was  one  of  the  leading,  sub- 
stantial and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
town.  ]Mr.  Angell  was  a descendant,  in  the  eighth 
generation,  from  Thomas  Angell,  who  was  the 
ancestor  of  those  bearing  the  name  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  who  came  to  America  when  a boy  under 
the  care  of  Roger  Williams.  The  more  complete 
records  of  the  first  two  generations  may  be  found 
in  another  part  of  this  publication.  To  avoid  repe- 
tition we  will  give  them  here  only  in  outline. 

(I)  Thomas  Angell,  born  about  1618,  came 
to  America  with  Roger  Williams  in  the  ship 
“Li^)!!,”  arriving  in  Boston  in  1631,  and  in  1637 
settled  at  Providence.  His  wife’s  name  was  Alice. 

(H)  John  Angell,  born  in  Providence,  married 
Ruth,  daughter  of  William  Field,  and  was  a 
farmer. 

(HI)  Hope  Angell,  son  of  John,  was  admitted 
a freeman  to  the  Colony,  May  6,  1712.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  resided  in  what  is  now  North  Provi- 
dence. Born  in  1682,  he  died  Feb.  ii,  1759.  On 
May  22,  1712,  he  married  Lydia  Olney,  born  April 
30,  1688,  who  died  Feb.  12,  1749.  She  was  a 
great-granddaughter  of  Thomas  Olney,  the  first  of 
the  name  to  locate  in  Providence,  her  line  being 
traced  back  through  Thomas  (3)  and  Thomas  (2) 
to  the  first  Thomas.  The  children  of  Hope  Angell 
were:  Abiah,  born  July  i,  1715,  who  is  mentioned 
further  on;  Oliver,  born  in  1717,  who  married  a 
Smith;  Lydia,  born  in  1718,  who  married  James 
Young;  Elisha,  born  in  1719,  who  married  Susan 
Whipple;  Mary,  born  Aug.  4,  1722;  Thomas,  born 
June  13,  1724,  and  James,  born  in  1731. 

(I\')  Abiah  Angell,  son  of  Hope,  was  the 
owner  of  a very  large  farm,  the  greater  portion  of 
which  was  located  in  Smithfield,  and  the  rest  in 
North  Providence.  He  married  Freelove  Smith, 
and  their  children  were : Eber,  Solomon,  Gideon, 
Rufus,  Abiah,  George,  Hezekiah  and  Benjamin. 

(V)  Solomon  Angell,  second  son  of  Abiah 
Angell,  was  a farmer  and  carpenter,  and  resided  in 
North  Providence,  near  the  Wenscott  reservoir. 
He  married  Mary  Tripp,  and  their  children  were: 
William ; Ereelove,  who  died  unmarried ; Lavinia, 
who  also  died  unmarried ; Susan,  Mrs.  Chamber- 
lain ; James,  who  joined  the  Mormons;  Joseph, 
who  married  Hannah  Tripp;  Edward,  married  to 
Rebecca  Tripp,  and  xTsa,  who  married  Nancy 
Norcross. 

(VI)  William  Angell,  eldest  son  of  Solomon, 
was  horn  in  February,  1769,  and  died  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1849.  He  was  a successful  farmer 
and  resided  in  Smithfield.  He  married  Chloe  Brown 
for  his  first  wife,  his  second  wife  being  Sarah 
Whipple,  and  his  third  Harriet  Heaton.  By  the 
first  marriage,  there  was  one  child,  l\Iary,  who  died 
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young.  By  the  second  Air.  Angell  had  three  chil- 
dren : William  W. ; Amy,  who  married  Stillman 
Blake;  and  Mary,  who  married  Edward  A.  Tripp 
and  died  in  Providence.  Wiilliam  Angell  had 
one  son  by  his  third  wife,  George  Albert,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Maria  Angell  and  (second)  Harriet  G. 
Brown,  and  resided  on  the  home  farm  in  Smith- 
field. 

(VII)  William  W.  Angell,  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Whipple)  Angell,  received  un- 
commonly good  educational  advantages  for 
the  time,  and  in  his  early  life  taught  school 
for  a number  of  terms.  He  settled  in  North 
Providence,  the  house  he  occupied  still  standing, 
at  the  junction  of  Olney  and  Fruit  Hill  avenues, 
and  there  he  died  April  13,  1848,  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  his  age.  His  remains  were  first  interred  on  his 
farm  and  later  removed  to  the  North  burying- 
ground.  Mr.  Angell  was  a successful  farmer,  a 
man  of  superior  ability,  and  one  whose  opinion 
and  judgment  were  much  sought.  He  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years,  and 
often  drew  up  wills  and  other  legal  documents. 

Mr.  Angell  married  April  25,  1824,  Alice  Olney, 
born  in  1799,  daughter  of  Obadiah  and  Ruth  (Bar- 
ton) Olney,  and  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration of  Thomas  Olney,  the  lineage  being  traced 
back  through  her  grandparents,  Gharles  and  Zer- 
viah  (Olney)  Olney,  Charles  and  Phebe  (Sheldon) 
Olney,  Epenetus  and  Mary  (Williams)  Olney — the 
latter  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  Epenetus 
and  Alary  (Whipple)  Olfiey,  to  Thomas,  the  an- 
cestor of  the  family  in  America.  Mrs.  Angell  died 
Dec.  25,  1863.  The  children  of  William  W.  and 
Alice  (Olney)  Angell  were  two  in  number:  Erne- 
line  Frances  and  William  Henry.  Emeline  Frances 
Angell,  born  in  October,  1825,  married  John  AI. 
King,  a farmer ; they  resided  in  Johnston,  R.  I., 
where  she  died  in  1851,  leaving  one  son,  William 
F.,  who  married  Mary  Jane  Pike  and  has  one  son, 
Irving  A.  William  F.  King  is  a resident  of  the 
Olneyville  section. 

(VHI)  William  Henry  Angell  was  born  Aug. 
9,  1826,  in  North  Providence,  in  the  house  above 
mentioned,  and  received  a good  education  in  the 
district  school,  supplemented  at  the  Fruit  Hill 
Classical  Institute,  presided  over  by  Stanton  Bel- 
den.  His  father  dying  soon  after  William  H.  had 
reached  his  majority,  and  his  grandfather  being 
still  living  at  an  advanced  age,  young  Angell  early 
assumed  much  responsibility  in  the  management  of 
the  home  farm  for  his  mother,  as  well  as  taking 
care  of  the  affairs  of  his  grandparents  in  Smith- 
field.  He  thus  early  acquired  a fund  of  business 
learning,  which  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  later 
3-ears. 

Air.  Angell  was  successful  in  agricultural  work 
from  the  first,  and  he  continued  to  reside  in  the 
house  where  he  was  born,  carrying  on  a very  ex- 
tensive farming  and  dairying  business,  until  about 
1870,  when  he  erected  a new  house  on  another 
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part  of  the  farm,  and  there  resided  until  his  death. 
This  house  is  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Byron  An- 
gell. Mr.  Angell  was  a very  hard-working  man, 
of  splendid  business  qualifications,  and  he  soon 
accumulated  a large  property.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry,  and  was 
very  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town, 
first  as  a Whig  and  later  as  a Republican.  His 
fellow-citizens  frequently  called  upon  him  to  fill 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  served  three 
terms  as  a member  of  the  State  Senate,  in  1876- 
77-78,  was  chosen  town  treasurer,  upon  the  di- 
vision of  the  town  in  1874,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  his  death,  being  succeeded  by  Frank 
G.  Angell.  He  also  served  as  assessor  of  taxes. 
Mr.  Angell  became  a member  of  the  North  Provi- 
dence Home  Guards  at  the  time  of  their  organiza- 
tion, during  the  Civil  war.  He  attended  the  Fruit 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  was  a liberal  contributor  there- 
to, and  took  an  active  part  in  the  erection  of  the 
present  edifice.  He  was  often  called  upon  to  settle 
estates,  and  often  served  as  trustee  or  guardian. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  North  burying 
ground. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  the 
town  council  of  North  Providence  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  Air.  Angell’s  death : 

Whereas,  In  the  Providence  of  an  all-wise  Heavenly- 
Father,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1885,  the  town  treasurer  of 
North  Providence,  the  Hon.  William  H.  Angell,  was  re- 
moved from  earth  by  death,  and 

Whereas,  The  undersigned  members  of  the  Town 
Council  of  North  Providence  are  desirous  of  placing  on 
record  their  appreciation  of  the  life  and  public  services  of 
their  late  town  treasurer,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  William  H.  Angell,  the 
town  of  North  Providence  has  lost  a faithful  and  honest 
public  servant  and  a much  respected  and  worthy  citizen. 
Although  somewhat  diffident  in  his  intercourse  with  men. 
never  pressing  his  opinions  upon  others,  his  judgment  was 
found,  whenever  given,  to  be  sound  and  without  vacillation. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  deplore  the  loss  sustained  by 
his  death,  we  are  grateful  for  his  life  and  regret  that  there 
are  of  good  men,  such  as  he,  too  few. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  extend  to  his  afflicted  fam- 
ily our  warmest  sympathies ; and  that  these  minutes  be 
entered  on  the  records  of  this  council;  and  a copy  for- 
warded to  the  bereaved  family  ; and  also  to  the  Providence 
Journal  and  Bulletin  for  publication. 

(Signed)  George  W.  Gould, 

Benjamin  Sweet, 
Emor  B.  Whipple. 
Martin  W.  Thurber, 
Henry  H.  Handy. 

Passed  by  the  council  at  the  regular  meeting  on  the 
first  Monday  (2nd)  of  February,  1885,  Centredale.  R.  I., 
Feb.  2,  1885. 

' Attest.  George  W.  Gould,  President. 

Thomas  H.  Angell,  Clerk. 

On  Dec.  9,  1855,  Air.  Angell  was  married  to 
Aliss  Orra  Ide,  who  was  born  April  8.  1835,  in 
Foster,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Oliver  H.  and  Penelope 
Hopkin  (Dorr)  Ide,  and  Airs.  Angell  is  now  a 
resident  of  Smith  street,  in  the  city  of  Providence. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Angell  had  three  children  as  fol- 
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lows;  (i)  Byron,  born  Oct.  21,  1856,  is  a farmer 
in  North  Providence.  He  married  Emily  Ide,  of 
Glocester,  and  they  have  had  children : iMabel 
IMarguerite,  born  iNlarch  25,  1883 ; Leonard  Fran- 
cis, July  13,  1885;  Olive  Adelaide,  Sept.  27,  1887; 
Alice  Etta,  Sept.  3,  1889;  William  Plenry,  May 
15,  1891  ; Byron  Alden,  June  23,  1893;  and  Charles 
Albert,  Sept.  7,  1900.  (2)  Alice  Frances,  born 

July  1 8,  1859,  is  i\lrs.  George  ]\I.  Porter,  of  Smith 
street.  Providence,  and  has  one  son,  William  An- 
gell,  born  Oct.  18,  1881.  (3)  Emma  Adelaide, 

horn  Sept.  5,  1862,  married  ]\iyron  PL  Hawkins, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  market  busi- 
ness in  Providence.  They  have  the  following  chil- 
dren: iMyron  Angell,  born  Oct.  15,  1890;  Harold 
Plerbert,  Dec.  24,  1892;  Lawrence  Ara,  April  i, 
1895;  Alice  Emma,  i\Iarch  i,  1898;  Mhlliam  Ray- 
mond, i\Iay  29,  1901  ; and  Amey  Orra,  horn  Sept. 
3,  1906. 

HIRAiM  A.  THURBER,  a retired  business  man 
of  Luther's  Corners,  in  the  town  of  Seekonk,  Mass., 
descends  from  one  of  the  old  families  of  this  re- 
gion. 

According  to  family  manuscript  John  Thurber 
and  his  wife  Priscilla  with  six  of  their  eight  chil- 
dren, leaving  two,  James  and  iNlary,  in  England, 
came  to  New  England  from  Stanton,  Lincolnshire, 
in  1671.  They  settled  at  New  iMeadow  Neck,  in 
Rehoboth,  iNlass.,  now  a part  of  Barrington,  R.  I. 
The  next  year,  1672,  James  and  Mary  joined  the 
family.  The  names  of  the  eight  children  were : 
Abagail,  John,  Thomas,  Edward,  Charity,  Eliza- 
beth, James  and  Mary. 

John  Thurber,  characterized  on  the  Rehoboth 
vital  records  as  “John,  Jr.,”  though  not  a son  of 
the  above,  but  probably  a descendant,  married 
(first)  Anne,  who  died  Dec.  ii,  1744.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  i\Iay  18,  1745,  i\lary  Thresher,  who 
died  Oct.  6,  1746.  One  child,  -Ichabod,  born  Oct. 
31,  1744,  came  to  thg  first  marriage,  and  to  the 
second  came;  iNIary,  born  Sept.  22,  1746;  John, 
L'eb.  26,  1747-48;  Benjamin,  June  12,  1749;  Anne, 
L'eb.  8,  1752;  Mary,  P'eb.  15,  1754;  Lillis,  Oct.  8, 
1755;  Amos,  April  7,  1757;  Rhoda,  Aug.  7,  1758; 
Lydia,  i\Iay  27,  1763. 

P'rom  John  Thurber,  Jr.,  the  lineage  of  Hiram 
A.  Thurber  follows  in  regular  order; 

John  Thurber  (3),  son  of  John,  Jr.,  or  John 
(2),  and  Mary,  born  p'eb.  26,  1747-48,  married 
Lucy,  and  their  children  were ; Hannah,  born 
Aug.  24,  1770;  Martha,  Aug.  24,  1771;  Bethany, 
May  24,  1773;  Olive,  July  27,  1774;  Abigail,  Jan. 
3L  1776;  Jobn,  Aug.  2,  1777;  and  William. 

John  Thurber  (4),  son  of  John  (3)  and  Lucy, 
born  Aug.  2,  1777,  married  Oct.  15,  1797,  Fdeanor 
Wood,  and  they  died,  he  June  26,  1861,  aged 
eighty-four  years  and  eleven  months;  she  March 
24.  1855.  aged  seventy-nine  years,  one  month  and 
eighteen  days.  'I'licir  children  were:  Jeremiah; 
John,  born  .Sept.  12,  1800;  Steplun;  Samue!  ; 


Luther;  Ann,  who  married  a Mr.  Borden;  Benja- 
min; Calvin,  and  Lucy.  John  Thurber  (4)  was  a 
large  landholder  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  owned 
several  farms  in  that  town.  He  was  one  of  Reho- 
both's  wealthiest  men,  leaving  an  estate  of  about 
$20,000,  which  was  a large  estate  for  those  times. 
At  his  death  the  estate  was  divided  among  his 
children.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  church  at 
Barneyville. 

John  Thurber  (5)-,  son  of  Jobn  (4)  and  Elea- 
nor, born  Sept.  12,  1800,  married  June  22,  1823, 
Hopestill  P.  Bosworth,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bos- 
worth,  of  Rehoboth,  and  they  died,  he  on  Oct. 
22,  1876,  aged  seventy-six  years  and  one  month, 
and  she  on  July  ii,  1873,  aged  sixty-nine  years  and 
seven  months.  They  had  children  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth, born  in  Warren,  married  David  Bosworth,  of 
Rehoboth ; Mary  Ann,  born  in  Warren,  married 
George  iMason  Pierce,  of  Rehoboth,  son  of  Capt. 
Preserved  Pierce ; Hiram,  Emily  and  Luther,  all  of 
whom  died  young ; Henry  married  Caroline  Horton, 
of  Rehoboth,  daughter  of  Elisha  Horton  ; Emily  (2) 
married  William  Wood,  son  of  Calvin  Wood ; and 
Hiram  Alonzo. 

John  Thurber  (5)  was  a shoemaker  by  trade. 
He  lived  in  South  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  although  for 
a short  time  during  his  earlier  married  life  his 
home  was  in  Warren,  Rhode  Island. 

Hiram  Alonzo  Timber,  son  of  John  and  Hope- 
still,  born  P'eb.  23,  1843,  married  June  9,  1866, 
Lydia  A.  Allen,  born  in  September,  1845,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  W.  and  Lydia  A.  Allen,  both  of 
Seekonk,  Mass.,  he  a native  of  Seekonk,  Mass., 
and  she  of  Warwick,  R.  1.  To  this  marriage  came 
children : Mary  Gardner,  who  married  Walter 

E.  Alarcy,  and  has  one  child,  Melvin  Thurber, 
born  Sept.  3,  1906,  was  a teacher  in  Seekonk,  Bar- 
rington, and  principal  of  the  grammar  school  at 
Saylesville;  Beulah  Evelyn,  a graduate  of  the 
East  Providence  high  school,  and  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Normal,  and  later  a teacher  in  Miss  Wheeler’s 
private  school  on  Cabot  street.  Providence,  and  at 
the  Moses  Brown  School,  Providence,  married 
June  26,  1907,  Cyrus  Martin  Wheaton. 

Hiram  A.  Thurber  was  sent  to  the  district 
schools  of  South  Rehoboth,  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  receiving  the  usual  advantages  and 
attending  school  for  the  full  time  that  it  was  in 
session  each  year.  After  that  he  attended  for  two 
winter  terms  of  three  months  each,  leaving  school 
altogether  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  had 
acquired  about  all  that  could  be  given  him  in  the 
schools  at  that  time,  and  was  particularly 
proficient  in  his  arithmetic.  He  began  working 
on  a farm  in  summer  when  only  twelve  years  old, 
and  from  that  time  wholly  clothed  himseif.  Early 
in  life  lie  realized  that  if  he  was  to  be  successful 
he  must  do  it  himself,  and  that  he  must  begin  as 
soon  as  jiossible.  In  the  spring  of  i860  he  came 
to  Luther's  Corners,  and  began  an  aiiprenticeship 
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at  harnessmaking,  with  Dexter  Wheeler,  for  whom 
he  worked  one  year,  receiving  for  his  services  $2 
per  week  and  board.  His  next  position  was  with 
Peter  A.  Reed,  on  South  Main  Street,  Providence, 
where  he  remained  only  four  months.  He  then  be- 
came an  employe  in  the  larger  shop  of  iMr.  Jencks 
N.  Sherman,  on  South  Main  street,  where  he  was 
for  two  years,  when  he  went  with  A.  D.  Chase, 
in  Providence,  for  some  time.  Being  provident 
and  thrifty  from  his  earliest  years,  Mr.  Thurber 
had  by  this  time  accumulated  enough  so  that  in 
the  spring  of  1866,  he  was  enabled  to  establish  a 
business  of  his  own  at  Luther’s  Corners  in  See- 
konk.  He  conducted  this  business  until  he  re- 
tired in  1895,  a period  of  nearly  thirty  years.  In 
his  business  besides  his  own  work,  he  gave  em- 
ployment to  three  other  men,  and  did  a large 
business  in  sale  work  also.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful and  is  accounted  one  of  Seekonk’s  self- 
made  men.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Re- 
publican. For  some  years  prior  to  1900  he  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  school  committee,  and  was 
again  elected  to  the  same  position  in  the  spring  of 
1905,  and  is  still  serving  on  that  committee.  He 
was  town  treasurer  in  1880;  tax  collector  in  1898; 
and  census  taker  in  1900.  He  was  also  for  some 
time  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  committee. 

HON.  CHARLES  P.  BENNETT,  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Dr. 
Joseph  M.  Bennett,  a prominent  physician  of 
Providence,  are  sons  of  whom  their  mother-town. 
Westerly,  may  well  be  proud. 

Thomas  K.  Bennett,  their  father,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  America. 
For  many  years  he  was  identified  with  the  granite 
quarries  at  Alillstone  Point,  Conn.,  and  at  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  February, 
1884,  being  foreman  of  the  Smith  Granite  Works  in 
\Vesterly.  His  wife,  Mary  A.  (McCarthy)  Bennett, 
died  Nov.  20,  1900,  and  in  the  Westerly  Sun  of 
Nov.  22d  there  appeared  the  following  article : 
“Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bennett  was  a woman  well  known 
to  many  Westerly  people.  Her  life  had  been  that 
of  a quiet  home-maker  and  she  lived  to  see  her 
children  develop  into  men  and  women  of  recog- 
nized worth,  and  to  hear  them  call  her  blessed.  Her 
home  was  to  her  the  dearest  spot  on  earth,  and 
her  presence  and  influence  had  made  it  so  for 
those  who  called  her  mother.  To  them  all  the 
sympathy  of  friends  and  acquaintances  will  go  at 
this  time,  and  with  the  sorrow  at  the  parting  there 
will  go  the  rejoicing  that  a mother’s  true  love  had 
been  given  to  them  so  long,  to  guide  their  feet 
when  they  needed  guidance  and  to  be  happy  in 
their  affection  and  help  when  she  approached  the 
sunset  of  life.  One  of  the  immortal  parts  of  the 
human  soul  is  the  remembrance  of  a faithful,  lov- 
ing motlier.” 

Mrs.  Bennett  was  born  in  Baltimore,  IMd.,  May 
15,  1833,  daughter  of  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Felix  Mc- 


Carthy. Just  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  Mr.  McCarthy  decided  to  remove  to  the 
North  and  brought  his  family  to  Stonington,  Conn., 
where  they  made  their  home.  Not  long  after  this 
the  daughter  Mary  A.  was  married,  in  Stoning- 
ton, to  Mr.  Bennett.  Nine  children  were  the  re- 
sult of  this  union,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Elizabeth  M. ; Charles  P. ; Joseph  Martin ; Nellie, 
who  married  J.  W.  Sweeney,  of  \^Tsterly,  R.  I. ; 
Katherine,  and  Walter  J. 

Charles  P.  Bennett  was  horn  in  Westerly  Oct. 
II,  1861,  and  was  there  educated.  On  July  i, 

1882,  he  came  to  Providence  to  take  the  position 
of  clerk  in  the  State  auditor’s  office.  On  July  i, 

1883,  he  was  appointed  assistant  secretary  of  State, 
and  few  men  have  made  themselves  more  popular 
among  all  classes.  His  genial  nature  and  strict 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  his  readiness  to 
furnish  any  information  that  might  he  acquired 
for  any  person,  won  the  respect  of  men  of  all  po- 
litical parties.  In  1893,  as  candidate  for  the  office 
of  secretar}^  of  State,  he  had  the  largest  plurality 
(1,500)  of  any  candidate,  but  as  the  old  officers 
held  over,  on  account  of  the  governor  proroguing 
the  Legislature  at  Newport,  he  was  not  declared 
elected.  In  April,  1894,  he  was  elected  by  a 
plurality  of  over  10,000,  the  largest  vote  ever  cast 
for  any  prospective  office-holder  of  the  State.  He 
was  re-elected  for  the  eleven  successive  terms  fol- 
lowing. One  reason  why  this  large  vote  was  rolled 
up  for  him  was  because  many  intelligent  members 
of  all  parties  knew  that  he  was  familiar  with  every 
detail  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the  office,  a knowl- 
edge that  necessarily  required  many  years  to  ac- 
quire, and  that  by  constant  application  to  the  duties 
of  secretary's  assistant  for  so  many  years  he  had 
gained  that  knowledge.  Occasionally  it  happens 
that  the  voters  feel  that  they  should  fill  a certain 
office  with  the  man  best  qualified  for  it,  regardless 
of  party  affiliations,  and  this  has  been  clearly  dem- 
onstrated in  the  repeated  election  of  Mr.  Bennett. 
He  has  gained  a number  of  political  friends,  and  is 
also  popular  socially  in  his  adopted  city,  being  a 
member  of  the  Edgewood  Yacht  Club  and  the 
Providence  Central  Club,  the  Masonic  fraternity 
(as  a Knight  Templar  and  a Shriner),  and  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

On  Nov.  27,  1889.  Charles  P.  Bennett  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Irene  Calvert  Prince,  of 
North  Andover,  iMass.,  and  she  died  Oct.  29,  1890, 
leaving  one  child,  Hope  Prince,  born  Oct.  7,  1893. 
IMr.  Bennett's  second  marriage,  which  occurred 
Sept.  10.  1902,  was  to  Carrie  F.  Briggs,  daughter 
of  Franklin  and  Betsy  (Cooley)  Briggs,  of  Ver- 
mont. There  have  been  no  children  born  to  this 
second  union. 

Joseph  M.\rtin  Bexxett,  iM.  D.,  one  of  Provi- 
dence’s successful  medical  practitioners,  was  born 
Ian.  13,  1864,  in  Westerly.  R.  1.  He  attended  the 
J)ublic  schools  of  Westerly,  after  which  he  clerked 
for  six  vears  in  the  Boston  store  of  Davidson  & 
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Rich,  in  his  native  town.  For  two  years  he  was  a 
postal  clerk  between  Boston  and  New  York,  and 
chief  clerk  for  the  New  England  States  in  New 
York  for  two  years.  He  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  F.  T.  Rogers,  in  Westerly,  and  after 
six  months  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  I’ennsylvania,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated May  6.  1892,  being  the  ])resident  of  his  class. 
For  three  months  he  was  in  St.  Agnes  Hospital, 
and  for  a year  was  at  St.  IMary's,  as  interne,  and 
in  1893  opened  an  office  on  Broad  street.  Provi- 
dence, soon  gaining  high  rank  in  his  profession. 

The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society,  the  Providence  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Stille 
Medical  Society  (of  which  he  is  president)  ; was 
a member  of  the  New  England  Society  while  at  the 
'University  of  Pennsylvania ; is  visiting  physician 
to  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  admitting  physician  to 
the  Providence  Lying-In  Hospital,  and  consult- 
ing physician  to  the  State  Sanitarium  for  Con- 
sumptives. Sociallv  he  is  a member  of  the  West 
Side  Club. 

Dr.  Joseph  iMartin  Bennett  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  with  Miss  Julia  A. 
Fitzpatrick,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  one  son.  as  follows : 
Margaret  Mary,  born  July  20.  1902,  and  Joseph 
M.,  Jr.,  and  Katherine,  twins,  born  June  7,  1904. 

STEPHEN  HENRY  CLEMENCE,  one  of 
the  well-known  citizens  of  Johnston,  of  which 
town  he  has  been  a highly  esteemed  resident  for 
more  than  forty  years,  descends  from  an  old  Rhode 
Island  family. 

Thomas  Clemence,  the  progenitor  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Clemence  family,  is  of  record  in  Providence 
as  early  as  1649,  011  November  3d  of  which  year  he 
was  granted  twenty-five  acres  of  land.  He  was 
made  a freeman  in  1655,  and  became  a man  of 
some  consequence  and  importance  in  the  town,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  of  his  representing  it  in 
the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1666  and  1672  and  being 
a member  of  the  town  council  in  1667.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  him  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  were: 
Richard,  Thomas,  Elizabeth  and  Content.  The 
father  died  in  1688  and  the  mother  after  1721.  Of 
the  children  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Clemence, 
Content  died  in  Providence,  June  30,  1696;  Eliza- 
beth married  James  Matthewson  and  left  ])Osterity ; 
Thomas  died  unmarried  in  Providence ; Richard  is 
the  next  in  this  line. 

Richard  Clemence.  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Whi])])lc) 
Smith,  who  died  Oct.  14,  1725,  he  ])assing  away 
Oct.  ir,  1723.  Their  children,  according  to  the 
town  records,  were:  Sarah,  born  Nov.  ii,  1688; 
Mary,  May  24.  1689:  .\nn,  Dec.  ii,  1690;  Thomas, 
Aug.  6,  1693:  Abigail.  Dec.  4.  1695;  and  Richard, 
July  19,  1698.  It  ap])ears  by  the  father's  will,  dated 
Oct.  II,  1723,  that  Sarah  married  an  Angell ; Abi- 


gail, a Thornton,  and  that  Mary,  at  the  time  of  the 
making  of  the  will,  was  unmarried.  The  Clemence 
name  has  been  perpetuated  through  one  or  both  of 
the  sons  of  Richard  Clemence,  grandsons  of  the 
first  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Clemence.  Of  these 
sons,  Thomas  Clemence  came  into  possession,  by 
the  will  of  his  father,  of  the  lands,  tenements  and 
meadows  in  Providence  on  both  sides  of  the  \Voon- 
asquatucket  river,  which  made  up  the  homestead, 
and  other  lands. 

The  Clemences  Irave  not  been  a numerous 
family,  but  they  have  been  one  generally  highly 
esteemed  and  respected,  men  and  women  of  a 
good  type  of  substantial  and  useful  citizenship. 
They  seem  to  have  been  a Providence  county 
family,  of  the  old  original  town  of  Providence,  out 
of  which  have  been  created  other  towns  in  which 
the  family  have  lived.  The  name  Clemence  has 
had,  both  prior  to  and  during  the  Revolution,  a 
military  connection  with  the  history  of  the  locality 
alluded  to,  members  ^of  the  family  holding  military 
commissions  in  the  State  service  and  performing 
duty  during  the  Revolution. 

Without  having  made  a direct  connection  with 
either  Thomas  or  Richard  Clemence,  of  the  third 
generation,  and  the  Richard  following,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  one  exists.  "Richard  Clemence,  Jr.,” 
according  to  the  Johnston  records,  married  Oct. 
16,  1760,  Alney  (Olney)  Wright,  daughter  of 
Stephen.  This  Richard  Clemence,  Jr.,  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  Stephen  Henry  Clemence. 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Wright  Clemence,  son  of  Richard  (Jr.)  and 
his  wife  Alney,  resided  in  the  town  of  Burrillville, 
and  there  died.  He  married  Nov.  i,  1788,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Elam  Crossman,  late  of  Glocester,  and 
they  had  a family  of  three  children,  as  follows : 
Lillis  married  Joseph  Steere,  and  resided  in  Burrill- 
ville ; Stephen  was  a farmer  and  resided  with  his 
brother,  Richard  R.,  and  with  him  died,  unmarried ; 
Richard  Right  was  the  next  in  the  line  we  are 
tracing. 

Richard  Right  Clemence,  son  of  Wright  and 
Sarah,  was  born  Feb.  8,  1791,  and  in  early  life  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years,  at  times  em- 
ploying a number  of  hands  and  apprentices,  as 
he  did  a large  business  in  his  line  for  the  time. 
He  furnished,  and  drew  with  oxen,  lumber  for  the 
old  Red  bridge  at  Providence,  and  built  a house 
still  standing  on  Broadway,  which  is  regarded  as 
a landmark.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  de- 
voted to  farming  in  Glocester,  and  there  he  died 
Nov.  28,  1873  ; he  was  Iniried  in  a private  yard 
in  that  town.  He  was  a successful  man,  accumu- 
lating a fair  amount  of  property,  was  very  industri- 
ous, and  held  the  resj^ect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  but  never 
cared  for  nor  sought  public  office.  He  married 
Mary  Place,  a native  of  Glocester,  daughter  of 
Reuben  Place,  and  she  died  May  16,  1866,  aged 
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seventy-one  years,  one  month,  thirteen  days.  Rich- 
ard Right  and  Alary  (Place)  Clemence  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  grew  to 
mature  years,  as  follows ; Laura  Ann,  born  April 
9,  1815,  married  Willard  Bradford,  whom  she  sur- 
vived, and  for  some  time  previous  to  her  death 
made  her  home  with  her  brother,  Stephen  H.,  in 
Johnston;  Sarah  Johnston,  born  Alay  31,  1816, 
died  unmarried  Dec.  4,  1831  ; Seril  Wright,  born 
Oct.  27,  1818,  married  to  Abra  Ann  Brown,  was 
a mechanic,  residing  at  Slatersville  at  the  time 
of  his  death ; Phebe  Sweeting,  born  Alay  24,  1820, 
married  Francis  Alarm,  and  died  in  Smithfield ; 
Reuben  Amey,  born  June  ii,  1822,  married  Elsa 
Alann,  and  resided  in  Glocester,  where  he  was  a 
prominent  and  successful  farmer  (a  sketch  of  his 
life  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  publication)  ; 
Alahala  Alowry,  born  April  19,  1824,  died  Jan.  3, 
1832;  Richard  Place,  born  Oct.  26,  1826,  died  Dec. 
9,  1831;  Stephen  Henry  was  born  Jan.  13,  1834; 
Lucy  Ellen,  born  Oct.  14,  1836,  died  in  young 
womanhood,  April  30,  1853 ! Amy  Elizabeth,  born 
Oct.  20,  1840,  married  Henry  Colwell,  a farmer, 
and  resided  at  Slatersville,  where  she  died. 

Stephen  Henry  Clemence,  son  of  Richard 
Right  and  Alary,  and  the  last  surviving  member 
of  his  father’s  family,  was  born  in  Clocester  Jan. 
13,  1834,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  His  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  district  school  and  at  the 
Smithfield  Seminary  at  North  Scituate,  then  pre- 
sided over  by  the  noted  Hosea  Quimby.  For  a time 
he  taught  a select  school  in  his  native  town,  but 
resided  on  the  homestead,  engaged  in  farming,  until 
1864,  a few  years  after  his  marriage,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Johnston  and  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  he  had  purchased.  It  was  long  known  as  the 
Pardon  Sweet  place,  having  been  in  the  Sweet 
family  name  for  several  generations.  This  farm 
is  located  on  Creenville  avenue,  about  one  mile 
west  of  Alanton  Village.  Air.  Clemence  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  since  settling 
there,  and  has  been  very  successful. 

On  Jan.  ii,  i860,  he  was  married  in  Smith- 
field  to  Elsie  A.  Paine,  daughter  of  Alathewson 
and  Fidelia  (Darling)  Paine,  and  a descendant, 
on  both  sides,  of  old  Rhode  Island  families.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Clemence  had  the  following  children : 
Alary  A.,  born  April  4,  1862;  Ida  Al.,  Feb.  18, 
1864;  Stephen  H.,  Jr.,  June  24,  1867  (of  whom 
more  follows)  ; Richard  R.,  Alarch  24,  1870.  The 
latter  is  assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of 
the  farm,  and  is  unmarried. 

Stephen  Henry  Clemence  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  although,  like  his  father,  he  has  never 
cared  for  office,  but  like  all  other  good  citizens  of 
the  locality,  he  is  active  in  the  support  of  measures 
which  he  considers  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a director  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank 
at  Creenville.  He  attends  the  Broadway  Baptist 
Church  at  Olneyville,  of  which  church  his  wife 


and  daughters  are  consistent  and  valued  members. 
Air.  Clemence  has  always  been  a hard-working,  in- 
dustrious man,  known  for  splendid  business  judg- 
ment and  high  integrity,  and  he  ranks  among  the 
most  substantial,  successful  and  influential  citizens 
of  the  town.  He  is  universally  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. 

Stephen  H.  Clemence,  Jr.,  was  born  June  24, 
1867,  and  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  father.  He 
had  such  educational  advantages  as  the  community 
afforded  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm.  In  1893  he  completed  the  pleas- 
ant home  which  he  now  occupies,  within  a short 
distance  of  the  old  homestead,  on  the  Creenville 
pike.  He  married  on  Alarch  16,  1893,  Aliss  Susan 
Alice  Carey  Flint,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
h ranees  J.  (Brown)  Flint.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father was  Arnold  Brown,  a direct  descendant  of 
Chad  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  the  Rhode  Island 
family  of  that  name.  She  also  comes  of  ancient  and 
distinguished  lineage  on  the  paternal  side,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Clemence  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
interesting  family:  Elsie  Frances,  born  April  25, 
1895 ; Alice  Alay,  born  Alarch  25,  1900,  and  Ber- 
nice Emily,  born  June  20,  1906. 

Air.  Clemence  is,  like  his  forefathers,  in  political 
views  a Democrat,  but  he  is  in  no  respect  a poli- 
tician. He  has  built  up  an  excellent  business  m 
the  line  of  milk  and  dairy  products,  and  has  proved 
himself  a young  man  of  a high  order  of  intelli- 
gence, thrift  and  enterprise,  distinctly  of  the  modern 
aggressive  type  of  business  man. 

WILLSON  OR  WILSON.  The  Willsons  or 
Wilsons  of  Newport  and  Aliddletown  are  an  old 
settled  family  of  that  part  of  Rhode  Island,  and  are 
now  represented  by  Henry  AI.  Wilson,  the  well- 
known  nurseryman  of  Aliddletown,  and  by  the  chil- 
dren of  his  brothers,  both  in  Newport  and  New 
York,  who  have  well  sustained  the  family  name — ■ 
an  honored  one  all  over  New  England. 

In  the  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  Newport,  R.  I., 
records  the  name  is  spelled  Willson,  to  which  spell- 
ing many  members  of  the  present  generation  ad- 
here, while  Henry  AI.  Wilson  and  his  family  spell 
the  name  with  one  “1.” 

The  first  of  the  Willson  family  of  whom  there 
is  definite  mention  was 

(I)  Benjamin  Willson,  who  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Taunton,  Alass.,  1638. 

(II)  Benjamin  Willson  (2),  son  of  Benjamin, 

married  Elizabeth,  and  was  at  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  as 
early  as  1698.  There  his  children  were  recorded 
as  follows:  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  8,  1698;  Re- 
beckah,  Jan.  20,  1701;  Hannah,  Oct.  7,  1702; 

Frances,  Sept.  7,  1704:  Elizabeth,  July  8,  1706; 
Sam-uel.  Jan.  5,  1707-08:  Ruth,  April  7.  1710; 
Bethia,  Dec.  4,  1711 ; Abigail,  Aug.  30,  1713  ; Alary, 
Oct.  17.  1714. 

(III)  Jonathan  Willson,  son  of  Benjamin  (2), 
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born  Dec.  8,  1698,  was  married  i\Iarch  20,  1723,  to 
Hannah  Carr,  of  Swansea,  Hass.,  and  seems  to 
have  removed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  his  death 
is  reported  in  1729.  His  son, 

(IH)  Jonathan  Willson,  born  Jan.  22,  1729, 
married,  and  had  a son. 

(\'’)  Jonathan  Willson,  born  Ang.  14,  1755, 
who  married  Sarah  Weeden,  of  Hiddletown,  born 
Oct.  9,  1753;  she  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
years.  He  was  first  buried  in  the  Newport  ceme- 
tery, but  his  body  was  later  transferred  by  his 
grandson,  Henry  H.,  to  the  Island  cemetery,  where 
a monument  marks  his  last  resting-place.  His  oc- 
cupation was  farming.  He  and  his  wife  had  chil- 
dren: Hannah,  born  Jan.  20,  1775;  Sarah,  Oct.  16, 
1777;  Christian,  Jan.  28,  1780;  Robert,  Harch  13, 
1782;  Wary,  Aug.  31,  1784;  William,  Aug.  3, 

1789;  James  Atkinson,  July  8,  1795. 

(\^I)  James  Atkinson  Willson,  son  of  Jona- 
than and  Sarah  (\\'eeden)  Willson,  born  in  New- 
port July  8,  I795<  learned  the  trade  of  harness- 
maker.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  for  fifteen  years  employed  by  the  United 
States  Government  in  the  construction  of  Fort 
Adams,  as  an  overseer.  He  made  his  home  in 
Newport,  where  he  died  in  August,  1871,  and  he 
was  buried  in  the  Island  cemetery.  He  was  a man 
noted  for  honorable  dealing  and  high  moral  char- 
acter. He  was  independent  in  politics.  His  wife, 
Henrietta  Horswell,  born  in  1797,  daughter  of 
Burgess  Horswell,  died  Sept.  21,  1889,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  be- 
side her  husband  in  the  Island  cemetery,  Newport. 
Their  children  were:  James  H.,  born  Jan.  14, 
1820;  Robert,  Aug.  6,  1824;  John  H.,  Jan.  ii, 
1827  (died  March  5,  1891)  ; Henrietta  Horswell, 
iSIay  30,  1829  (died  Feb.  5,  1891);  Henry  M., 
April  23,  1832  (whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  these  volumes)  ; George  Washington,  Nov.  22, 
1835;  Francis  H.,  Oct.  31,  1837. 

(VH)  J.\MES  H.  WiLL.soN,  eldest  son  of  James 
A.,  was  born  in  Newport  Jan.  14,  1820,  and  was 
educated  there,  learning  the  trade  of  wheelwright, 
which  he  followed  all  his  life.  He  was  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  in  Newport  as  carriage- 
builder  and  wheelwright  over  fifty  years.  He  died 
March  5,  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Island  cemetery.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
port. Air.  Willson  married  (first)  Margaret  Bli- 
ven  of  Newport,  and  their  children  were : Eliza 
Bliven,  who  married  Nehemiah  Steere,  of  Provi- 
dence, both  now  deceased ; Ray  Bliven,  who  re- 
sides in  Newport;  John  Haynes,  who  died  in  1904; 
Henrietta ; Emma,  now  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Simpson,  residing  in  Newj^ort ; Margaret,  who  died 
young  : and  Edna,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  in 
New  Bedford,  Mass.  Mrs.  Willson  died  at  the 
home  when  her  children  were  young,  and  she  was 
buried  in  the  Island  cemetery.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Central  Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  Mr. 


Willson  married  (second)  Alary  Carlisle,  who  still 
lives  in  Newport.  • There  were  three  children  by 
this  union ; Alary,  who  is  unmarried,  and  resides 
in  Newport;  Ella,  who  died  young;  and  Clara,  who 
married  Henry  Sanford. 

(VIII)  Henrietta  Willson,  daughter  of 
James  H.,  lived  after  her  mother’s  death  with  her 
grandfather  and  grandmother,  caring  for  them  in 
their  old  age.  Since  they  have  passed  away  she 
has  opened  up  a summer  cottage  at  Renfrew  Park, 
where  she  caters  to. summer  visitors.  Aliss  Willson 
is  a member  of  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church  at 
Newport,  and  is  noted  for  her  charity. 

(VII)  Robert  W'illson,  second  son  of  James 
A.,  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Aug.  6,  1824,  and 
was  educated  in  the  Newport  schools.  His  first 
business  venture  was  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  for  a number  of  years, 
and  he  had  the  largest  factory  in  Newport  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  about  1854  he  gave  up  that  lucra- 
tive business  because  of  his  conscientious  scruples, 
and  took  up  horticulture,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
commercial  florists  in  New  England.  He  built  up 
a large  business,  and  his  gardens,  greenhouses  and 
nurseries  at  the  corner  of  Kay  and  Ayrault  streets 
were  the  largest  in  New  England  at  one  time.  Air. 
Willson  engaging  extensively  in  raising  under  glass 
such  sub-tropical  fruits  as  are  now  shipped  from 
Florida  and  California — something  unknown  in 
those  days.  During  the  sixties  and  early  seventies 
he  also  had  a large  fruit  store  at  No.  79  Thames 
street.  In  the  panic  of  1873  his  large  fortune  be- 
came greatly  impaired,  but  he  resolutely  deter- 
mined not  to  fail,  as  many  others  were  obliged  to 
do,  and  it  was  a matter  of  pride  with  him  that  he 
paid  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar,  although  it 
was  not  until  the  year  of  his  death,  1894,  that  he 
paid  off  the  last  of  the  debts  that  had  been  con- 
tracted nearly  a quarter  of  a century  before.  In 
his  day  he  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Newport.  He  continued  in  the  florist’s  business 
until  his  death,  in  1894,  leaving  to  his  children  lit- 
tle but  an  unblemished  character  and  the  reputation 
of  having  lived  up  to  the  fame  of  his  uncle,  the  first 
Robert  Willson,  on  whose  tombstone  in  the  Robert 
Willson  burial  plot  in  the  Island  cemetery  at  New- 
port are  inscribed  these  words:  “In  him  were 
blended  those  qualities  of  mind  and  disposition 
which  form  the  gentleman — the  useful  citizen — 
and  rendered  him  beloved  and  respected  by  his 
relatives  and  friends.” 

Air.  Willson  was  identified  with  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Newport  from  his  fourteenth 
year  until  his  death.  He  died  in  Newport  Alay 
29.  1894,  and  was  buried  in  the  Robert  Willson 
plot  in  the  Island  cemetery,  near  the  Belmont  Ale- 
morial  Chapel. 

He  was  married  Oct.  ii,  1860,  to  Caroline 
Handy,  daughter  of  Christojiher  Handy  and  she 
died  in  .September,  1861.  He  married  as  his  second 
wife,  on  July  11,  1867,  Caroline  Thomas  Tilley, 
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daughter  of  John  T.  and  Amelia  Tew  Tilley,  and 
widow  of  Joseph  E.  Kline.  The  children  of  this 
union  were : Robert  Willson,  mentioned  below ; 
Joseph  Kline  Willson,  who  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.,  Nov.  II,  1871,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  July  7,  1896;  and  Oliver  Champlin  Willson, 
mentioned  below. 

(VIII)  Robert  Willson,  the  eldest  son  of 
Robert  and  Caroline  T.  Willson,  was  born  at  New- 
port, R.  I.,  Aug.  10,  1868.  He  graduated  from  the 
grammar  schools  with  the  highest  honors  of  his 
class  when  merely  a child,  and  when  boys  of  his 
age  were  yet  in  school  successfully  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  ink  for  a year.  In  1884,  in  connec- 
tion with  that  business,  he  embarked  in  the  book 
and  stationery  business  at  No.  94  Broadway,  New- 
port, which  he  continued  one  year.  He  then  en- 
tered the  service  of  “The  Bradstreet  Mercantile 
Agency,”  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with  which  com- 
pany he  was  prominently  connected,  in  various 
parts  of  the  West,  for  ten  years,  and  he  was  sub- 
sequently with  “R.  G.  Dun  & Co.’s  Mercantile 
Agency”  for  six  years  in  New  York  City,  resigning 
in  1901  to  establish  the  Credit  & Audit  Company 
of  America,  of  which  he  was  the  founder;  he  has 
since  been  its  vice-president  and  general  manager. 
He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  as  an  expert 
authority  on  credits  and  as  such  is  counsel  to  many 
of  the  leading  corporations,  banks  and  mercantile 
houses  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Willson  traveled  in  Europe  in  1900,  on  Ins 
return  organizing  the  Credit  & Audit  Company  of 
America,  of  which  he  is  vice-president  and  general 
manager;  he  is  also  general  manager  of  the  New 
York  Commercial  Agency;  New  York  manager  of 
the  Manufacturing  Jewelers  Board  of  Trade,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. ; American  agent  of  the  Mercantile 
Credit  Agency,  London,  England,  and  Glasgow, 
Scotland ; and  treasurer  of  the  Consolidated  Coal 
& Oil  Company  of  Wyoming. 

Robert  Willson  is  well  known  as  a credit  ex- 
pert and  statistician,  and  he  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  branch  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Credit  IMen  and  other  similar  organi- 
zations. Fraternally  he  is  a high  Mason,  being  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Masons,  Valley  of  New 
York ; member  of  the  Council  of  Deliberation  of 
A.  A.  S.  R.,  State  of  New  York;  junior  warden  of 
the  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  of  New  York  City,  for 
some  years  past,  etc.,  and  he  is  past  deputy  Supreme 
Regent  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  an  Episcopalian  in  religious  con- 
nection. Mr.  Willson  finds  recreation  from  his 
numerous  business  interests  in  farming. 

On  July  I,  1886,  ]\Ir.  Willson  married,  at  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  Eva  Gertrude  Klepper,  daughter  of 
Henry  H.  and  Laura  (Scovel)  Klepper,  of  Kansas 
Citv.  They  have  one  son,  Robert  \Villson,  born 
klay  3,  1893,  at  Hastings,  Neb.  They  now  re- 


side in  New  York  City  and  Milton,  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut. 

(VH)  Francis  M.  Willson,  youngest  son  of 
James  A.,  born  at  Newport  Oct.  31,  1837,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  the  town.'  He 
clerked  for  his  brother  Robert  in  the  fruit  store 
for  several  years,  and  then  bought  his  brother’s 
interest,  conducting  the  business  for  fourteen  years, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  as  a florist.  He  never 
married,  but  made  his  home  with  his  father  and 
mother  as  long  as  they  lived,  and  since  has  resided 
with  his  niece,  Henrietta  Willson.  He  is  a man 
of  quiet  disposition  and  a good  citizen.  He  at- 
tends the  meetings  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

(VHI)  Oliver  Champlin  Willson,  young- 
est son  of  Robert  and  Caroline  (Tilley)  Willson, 
wa^  born  in  Middletown,  Newport  Co.,  R.  L,  April 
9,  1874.  He  was  educated  in  the  Newport  public 
schools  and  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  en- 
tered the  drug  store  of  Hassard  & Hazard,  of  New- 
port, as  clerk.  He  spent  five  years  in  that  position, 
and  then  went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  held  a 
similar  position  with  George  L.  Baxter.  Fie  next 
went  to  New  York  and  became  a clerk  in  the  drug 
store  known  as  the  Schoonmaker  drug  store,  on 
42d  street,  where  he  passed  the  years  between  1896 
and  1900.  In  the  latter  year  he  entered  the  Riker 
drug  store,  at  Ninth  and  Broadway,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged,  now  being  assistant  manager 
of  same.  In  1901,  when  the  Credit  & Audit  Com- 
pany of  America  was  founded,  he  was  elected  its 
president,  a position  he  still  fills,  and  of  which  com- 
pany his  brother,  Robert  Willson,  is  vice-president 
and  manager.  In  politics  Mr.  Willson  is  a Republi- 
can. He  has  his  home  in  Roseville,  N.  J.,  where  he 
and  his  wife  are  active  in  the  work  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  Willson  married,  in  Newark, 
N.  J.,  Ada  E.  Hinckley,  daughter  of  William  FI. 
and  Emma  Hinckley,  natives  of  England,  the  for- 
mer foreman  for  the  great  jewelry  house  of  Tift'any 
& Company. 

KLINE.  The  Kline  family,  of  which  Joseph 
Everett  Kline,  the  well-known  dairyman  of  iMiddle- 
town,  is  a descendant,  is  of  German  extraction,  and 
members  thereof  have  made  their  homes  in  Ulster 
county,  N.  Y.,  for  upward  of  a century. 

Joseph  Kline,  grandfather  of  Joseph  E.,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  America  with  oth- 
ers of  his  fellow-countrymen  who  did  not  wish  to 
serve  in  the  German  army.  They  located  in  Kings- 
ton, Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  found  employ- 
ment on  the  canal.  Later  he  became  engaged  in 
keeping  store  at  Rondout,  where  he  supplied  grain 
and  other  articles  to  the  contractors  of  the  Erie 
canal,  also  owning  canal-boats,  which  were  used  in 
connection  with  his  business.  He  became  exten- 
sively engaged  in  that  line  and  became  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  section.  The  business 
was  carried  on  later  by  his  sons  and  is  now  con- 


1692 


RHODE 


:SLAND 


ducted  by  his  grandsons.  Joseph  Kline  spent  hrs 
lite  there  and  there  he  died.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Derrenbacher,  who  was  aiso  a native  of  Ger- 
many, daughter  of  Jacob  Derrenbacher,  who  came 
to  America  and  made  his  home  at  Rondout,  New 
York. 

Joseph  Everett  Kline,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
at  Wilbur,  near  Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
3,  1838,  and  was  educated  in  Kingston  Academy. 
He  took  up  a seafaring  life  when  a young  man  and 
sailed  on  the  Providence  Line  of  boats,  which  plied 
between  Providence  and  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  on  which 
he  was  chief  engineer.  He  was  taken  sick  at  his 
home  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  the  effects  of  a cold  which 
he  had  contracted,  and  died  Dec.  i,  1864,  tbe 
early  age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Island  cemetery,  Newport.  i\lr.  Kline  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Newport.  He  was  well  liked,  and  very  highly  re- 
spected as  a good  Christian  man.  He  married  in 
Newport,  Oct.  5,  1859,  Caroline  Thomas  Tilley, 
who  was  born  in  Newport,  daughter  of  John  T. 
and  Amelia  (Tew)  Tilley,  of  Newport,  a full  his- 
story  of  the  Tilley  family  being  found  elsewhere 
in  these  volumes.  One  child  came  to  this  union, 
Joseph  Everett.  Mrs.  Kline  married  for  her  sec- 
ond husband,  July  ii,  1867,  Robert  Willson.  She 
is  now  a widow  and  makes  her  home  among  her 
children. 

Joseph  Everett  Kline,  only  son  of  Joseph  E., 
was  born  in  Middletown.  He  attended  private 
schools  in  Newport,  also  the  Greenwich  Academy, 
at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  the  Eastman  Busi- 
ness College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  After  return- 
ing home  he  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Newport,  where  he  was  clerk  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  sev- 
eral years,  until  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
in  1893.  He  settled  in  Middletown,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  dairy  farming,  owning  prin- 
cipally Jersey  stock,  and  supplying  the  people  of 
Newport  with  his  product.  He  is  an  up-to-date 
dairy  farmer,  everything  around  his  home  and 
buildings  bespeaking  his  taste  and  thriftiness.  He 
is  a lover  of  fine  cattle  and  takes  great  jiride  in  his 
stock,  which  is  all  high  grade.  ]\Ir.  Kline  is  well 
liked  and  respected  wherever  known.  All  his  time 
is  devoted  to  his  home  and  business,  for  be  has  no 
taste  for  public  affairs ; however,  he  is  a good  Re- 
jniblican  in  political  sentiment. 

On  April  20,  1890,  in  Newport,  Mr.  Kline 
married  Mary  King  Wilbar,  who  was  born  in  New- 
j)ort.  daughter  of  Francis  King  and  Sarah  M. 
(Wilcox)  Wilbar.  Mrs.  Kline  is  a member  of  the 
United  Congregational  Church,  of  Newjiort,  which 
all  the  family  attend,  and  she  is  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  her  as  an  intelligent  Christian  woman. 

.•\EONZO  ITTNT  (deceased),  who  for  thirty- 
seven  years  was  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  house 
furnishing  business  at  Providence,  was  among 


the  well-known  and  esteemed  business  men  of  the 
city. 

Air.  Flint  was  born  Nov.  18,  1835,  in  Peacham, 
Vt.,  son  of  Henry  and  Alary  (Sanborn)  Flint,  who 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Alonzo  being  the  seventh  child  and 
seventh  son.  Of  this  family  the  only  surviving 
members  are  Airs.  Ellen  Wrightington,  of  Fall 
River;  and  Airs.  Annette  Luther,  of  Springfield, 
Alass.  Henry  Flint,  the  father,  was  a farmer,  and 
young  Alonzo  spent  his  early  life  after  the  manner 
of  farmer  boys  of  that  time.  He  received  a sound 
common  school  education,  attending  school  until 
the  age  of  seventeen.  But  farm  life  proved  dis- 
tasteful to  him,  and  in  1853  he  left  the  home  place 
and  went  to  Fall  River,  where  a brother  was  lo- 
cated. \Try  shortly  afterward  he  became  employed 
as  a clerk  in  a furniture  establishment  in  that  city, 
and  remained  there  for  several  years,  in  January, 
i860,  becoming  associated  in  business  with  his 
brother,  John  D.,  under  the  name  of  J.  D.  Flint  & 
Co.,  dealers  in  house  furnishings.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  his  independent  mercantile  career. 

During  the  Civil  war  the  firm  did  a large  and 
profitable  business  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  sec- 
ond-hand cotton,  the  new  material  being  so  high 
that  there  was  demand  for  the  partly  used  fabric ; 
the  firm  was  wide  awake  to  note  the  demand  and 
opportunity  in  this  new  line  of  trade,  and  did  very 
well.  J.  I).  Flint  & Co.  enjoyed  a very  prosperous 
business,  but  nevertheless  in  1865  Air.  Alonzo 
Flint,  in  company  with  his  two  brothers,  Henry 
S.  and  Ezra  H.,  came  to  Providence  and  engaged  in 
the  house  furnishing  business  under  the  name  of 
Flint  & Co.  The  business  was  first  carried  on  in 
a building  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the  “Narra- 
gansett  Hotel,”  but  when  the  property  was  wanted 
for  a hotel  the  store  was  moved  to  the  corner  of 
Eddy  and  Weybosset  streets,  where  a large  business 
was  built  up  that  made  the  firm  known  throughout 
the  State.  Ezra  H.  Flint  died  less  than  two  years 
after  the  partnership  was  formed  and  the  re- 
maining brothers  continued  the  business  until  it 
was  incorporated,  under  the  name  of  the  Flint 
Company ; during  the  period  of  the  existence  of  this 
corporation  Air.  Henry  S.  Flint  also  died.  After 
the  corporation  went  out  of  existence,  in  1898,  Air. 
Alonzo  Mint  once  more  started  in  business  on  his 
own  account  at  No.  156  W'eybosset  street,  under 
the  same  name  as  when  he  first  began — Flint  & 
Co.  Here  he  was  successfully  engaged  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Alay  28,  1902.  He  was 
buried  at  Fall  River.  He  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  some  time,  but  managed  to  give  personal  atten- 
tion to  his  business  until  almost  the  end. 

Air.  Flint  was  a quiet,  retiring  man,  caring  but 
little  for  political  matters  or  secret  societies.  He 
was  made  a Alason  at  Fall  River,  but  took  no  active 
])art  in  any  of  the  affairs  of  the  order.  Socially  he 
was  a member  of  the  Sqnantnm  Club,  while  in 
religious  matters  Iffs  sympathies  were  with  the  Unj- 
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tarians,  and  he  attended  that  church.  Mr.  Flint 
traveled  extensively,  making  a dozen  or  more  trips 
abroad,  on  business  and  pleasure,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently accompanied  by  his  wife. 

On  Aug.  28,  1861,  Mr.  Flint  was  married  in 
Fall  River  to  Susan  A.  Luther,  daughter  of  Eben 
and  Sarah  C.  (Pollock)  Luther.  Mrs.  Flint  is  a 
descendant  of  Elder  Samuel  Luther,  who  came  to 
America  in  1636,  settled  at  Swansea,  and  was  pas- 
tor of  the  church  for  over  thirty  years.  The  line  of 
descent  from  Elder  Samuel  through  his  son  Eben, 
who  was  married  to  Bethia  Cole,  is:  Eben  (2), 
who  married  Joanna  Alb;  Eben  (3),  who  married 
Marcy  Sisson;  and  Eben  (4),  who  married  Joanna 
Bowen,  and  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Elint. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flint  had  two  children : Emma 
Luther,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  and 
George  Luther,  who  resides  in  Providence. 

Alonzo  Flint  was  a straight-forward,  upright 
and  progressive  business  man,  and  left  behind 
him  a name  held  in  honor  and  respect  by  ail. 

DANIEL  SMITH,  one  of  the  large  landhold- 
ers and  substantial  citizens  of  Smithfield,  residing 
at  Greenville,  traces  his  lineage  to  Elisha  Smith, 
born  in  1680,  who  settled  at  Smith’s  Mills,  now 
Sidney  M.  Appleby’s  place,  near  what  is  now 
known  as  Stillwater. 

Daniel  Smith,  grandson  of  Elisha,  born  in  1723, 
had  a son.  Duty,  born  in  1765,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  Daniel  Smith  of  Greenville. 

Duty  Smith,  one  of  a large  family,  was  born 
near  Stillwater,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  resided  for  some  time  in  Glocester,  but  later 
removed  to  Burrillville,  where  he  became  a large 
landholder  and  was  quite  well  to  do  for  the  time. 
He  held  a number  of  the  town  offices  of  Burrill- 
ville, represented  the  town  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  served  as  a justice  of  peace.  He  lived 
to  old  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  Smith  family 
lot  near  Mapleville.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Huldah  Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  a Mrs.  Aldrich.  His 
children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  were : Seneca, 
a farmer,  who  resided  in  Burrillville,  and  married 
Nancy  Hunt ; Alva,  who  married  Mahala  Olney, 
was  a farmer,  and  resided  in  Burrillville ; Mowry ; 
and  Huldah,  who  married  Abaz  Mowry  and  died 
in  Smithfield. 

Mowry  Smith  was  born  in  Glocester  Aug.  12, 
1798,  and  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Burrillville.  He  remained  at 
home  until  1825,  when  he  removed  to  the  north- 
western part  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  on  the  farm 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  late  IMiss  Hannah 
Smith,  and  there  he  resided  for  a number  of  years. 
Later  he  went  back  to  Burrillville  and  there  man- 
aged the  property  and  took  care  of  his  father  in  his 
old  age.  After  the  death  of  the  latter  he  returned 
to  the  home  farm  in  Smithfield  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  there.  He  died  Oct.  19,  1878,  and  was 


buried  in  the  family  yard  in  Burrillville.  He  was 
a successful  man,  becoming  quite  well  to  do.  He 
married  Prusha  P.  Harkness,  of  Blackstone,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Southwick) 
Harkness.  She  died  Jan.  20,  1884,  in  her  eighty- 
second  year,  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely ; 
Samuel  H.,  a farmer,  who  resided  at  Burrillville 
and  married  Rachel  Smith ; Simon,  who  married 
Mary  P.  Enches,  resided  in  Smithfield  and  there 
died  in  1905 ; Hannah,  who  never  married  and  re- 
sided in  Smithfield,  where  she  died  July  20,  1906; 
Daniel ; Mowry,  who  was  a farmer  and  died  un- 
married; John,  who  was  a farmer  and  died  un- 
married; and  James  E.,  who  married  Mary  Mowry 
and  died  in  Smithfield. 

Daniel  Smith  is  the  last  survivor  of  his  father’s 
family,  his  sister  Hannah  having  died  July  20, 
1906.  He  was  born  April  29,  1832,  on  the  home 
farm  in  Smithfield,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools.  He 
remained  at  home  until  1852,  when,  in  company 
with  his  brother  Samuel  H.,  he  purchased  the  Ran- 
dall farm  in  Smithfield,  which  they  conducted  to- 
gether for  many  years.  Daniel  Smith  subsequently 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  brother  and  yet  owns 
the  farm.  Mr.  Smith  has  resided  on  different 
farms  in  Smithfield,  but  in  April,  1896,  he  removed 
to  Greenville,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
engaged  in  looking  after  his  real  estate  interests, 
which  are  extensive.  Among  other  things  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  Winsor  mill  and  tenements  at  West 
Greenville,  which  he  purchased  in  March,  1905, 
and  on  which  he  has  made  many  improvements. 
Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  well  known  men  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Smithfield. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a Republican  in  na- 
tional affairs,  but  in  local  matters  he  supports  the 
man  he  believes  best  fitted  for  the  office.  He  at- 
tends the  Baptist  Church. 

On  Dec.  25,  1883,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in 
Providence  to  Sabra  J.  Baker,  born  Dec.  10,  1862, 
in  Glocester,  daughter  of  Amasa  and  Ellen  (Bren- 
nan) Baker.  Two  children  have  come  to  them, 
viz.:  Pearl  Hannah,  born  Aug.  19,  1888;  and 

Annie  Louise,  born  June  12,  1894,  who  died  Jan. 
12,  1904. 

CHASE  (Portsmouth  families).  The  coming 
of  William  Chase  to  New  England  dates  back  to 
within  a decade  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
fathers  themselves,  making  the  family  one  among 
the  oldest  in  New  England  and  from  this  old  Rox- 
bury-Yannouth  race  of  the  name,  a branch  of 
which  has  found  its  way  to  the  towns  on  either 
side  of  the  line  separating  the  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  have  sprung  some 
strong  forceful  men  and  women  who  have  left 
their  impress  for  good  upon  the  communities  in 
which  their  lives  have  been  passed,  among  them 
men  who  have  filled  the  higher  public  offices  of 
their  towns,  their  States  and  the  nation;  while 
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others  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  develop- 
ing the  industries  of  Rhode  Island,  its  agricultural 
and  maritime  interests.  Through  Jonathan  Chase, 
a grandson  of  the  settler,  sprang  many  of  the 
Swansea,  Fall  River  and  Somerset  Chases  and 
\Tlley  Falls,  Rhode  Island,  and  vicinity  family, 
among  whom  were  several  generations  of  manu- 
facturers of  large  success  and  usefulness,  one  of 
whom  represented  Rhode  Island  in  the  United 
States  Senate ; and  through  William  Chase,  of 
the  same — the  third — generation  from  the  settler, 
sprang  many  of  the  Newport  county  Chases,  some 
of  whom  for  generations  have  been  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  Portsmouth,  Aliddletown  and 
other  neighboring  towns.  Of  the  Chases  of  the 
town  of  Portsmouth  such  names  as  Flon.  Daniel 
Chase,  who  for  a dozen  or  more  years  represented 
his  town  in  the  State  Assembly,  his  son  Daniel,  a 
most  substantial  farmer,  of  Portsmouth  and  Tiver- 
ton, and  the  latter’s  son,  Hon.  John  Francis,  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  State,  long 
a light  in  public  life,  serving  in  the  State  Assembly 
from  Tiverton  and  Portsmouth,  will  live  long  in 
the  memory  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  business 
associates  and  as  well  have  an  honorable  mention 
with  the  annals  of  the  town. 

It  is  with  the  lives,  family  history  and  genea- 
logy of  these  Portsmouth  Chases  this  article  briefly 
deals.  The  genealogy  following  is  in  chronological 
order  beginning  with  the  earliest  known  American 
ancestor. 

( I ) William  Chase. 

(II)  ^^’illiam  Chase  (2). 

(III)  William  Chase  (3). 

(IV)  Isaac  Chase,  son  of  William  (3),  mar- 
ried (first)  Dec.  10,  1704,  Elizabeth  Bethen,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Jane  (Marks)  Bethen,  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  and  (second)  Sept.  2,  1720,  Mary  Fowler, 
daughter  of  Samuel,  and  they  resided  in  Swansea, 
Mass.  IMr.  Chase  died  in  1760.  His  children 
were:  James,  born  Feb.  12,  1706;  Waitstill,  April 
24,  1708;  Isaac,  May  19,  1710;  William,  Oct.  21, 
1712;  Elizabeth,  IMay  6,  1715  (all  to  the  first  mar- 
riage) ; Ezekiel.  IMary,  Robert,  David,  Lydia,  Su- 
sanna and  Benjamin. 

(V)  James  Chase,  born  Feb.  12,  1706,  in 
Swansea,  niarried  (first)  May  ii,  1727,  Alice, 
daughter  of  William  and  IMary  (Coggeshall)  An- 
thony. She  died  in  IMarch,  1762,  in  the  fifty-sev- 
enth year  of  her  age,  and  he  married  (second) 
June  30,  1763,  Lydia,  widow  of  Jonathan  Thurs- 
ton, she  being  formerly  a Goddard,  klr.  Chase 
died  April  20,  1782,  in  Middletown,  R.  L,  to  which 
town  he  removed  about  1740.  Ilis  widow  passed 
away  June  16.  1784.  His  children  were:  Eliza- 
beth, horn  March  20,  1728,  in  Swansea,  Mass.; 
Alice,  horn  Oct.  8,  1732,  in  Ereetown,  Mass.; 
Zaccheus,  l)orn  Nov.  4,  1737;  IMary,  horn  July  6, 
1739;  Daniel,  horn  in  1741;  James;  Aaron;  Peter; 
Paul ; and  Isaac. 

(\T)  Aaron  Chase,  son  of  James,  married 


Elizabeth  Perry,  and  they  were  residents  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
while  Rhode  Island  was  occupied  by  the  British 
troops,  Mr.  Chase’s  family  and  others  were  driven 
back  from  their  homes  Iw’  the  British  soldiers,  their 
homes  and  farm  buildings  burned  and  property 
destroyed.  One  of  IMr.  Chase’s  sons,  a lad  of  only 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  was  killed.  Aaron  Chase's 
children  were : Elizabeth,  Daniel,  Alice,  Royal, 
IMartha,  Lydia,  Darius,  Perry,  Ruth  and  l\Iary. 

(VH)  Daniel  Chase,  son  of  Aaron,  born  in 
February,  1758,  married  (first)  Hannah  Lawton 
and  (second)  Joanna  IMott.  The  family  resided 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The  children  born  to  the 
first  marriage  were : Hannah ; Darius,  born  April 
10,  1782;  George;  Sarah;  Elizabeth;  Daniel; 
Mary;  and  Ruth. 

Daniel  Chase,  the  father,  was  a substantial  man 
and  farmer  of  Portsmouth,  prominently  identified 
with  the  public  affairs  of  his  town  and  section.  He 
represented  Portsmouth  for  fourteen  years  in  the 
General  Assembly  cf  the  State,  where  he  was  given 
the  sobriquet  of  the  “Quaker  member.”  He  was 
an  influential  citizen,  respected  and  esteemed  by  his 
many  associates  and  acquaintances. 

(VHl)  Daniel  Chase  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born 
in  1792,  married  Nov.  3,  1812,  Hannah  Chase, 
daughter  of  Nathan  Chase,  of  Tiverton,  R.  L,  and 
they  resided  in  Tiverton  and  Portsmouth.  Mrs. 
Chase  died  Dec.  16,  i860,  and  Mr.  Chase  passed 
away  March  12,  1861.  Mr.  Chase  was  occupied 
through  life  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  his 
business  affairs  prospered,  so  conducting  them 
that  he  accumulated  large  property.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Charlotte,  born  Oct.  18,  1813,  married 
James  Douglas,  of  Portsmouth;  Daniel,  born  Feb. 
5,  1815;  Perry,  born  Sept.  10,  1816;  Albert,  born 
Oct.  20,  1818,  is  still  living  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; 
Robinson,  born  Oct.  25,  1820;  Hannah,  born  Dec. 
26,  1822,  married  John  Gordon,  of  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I. ; Ruth  Ann,  born  Oct.  25,  1824,  married 
Charles  E.  Boyd,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. ; Caroline 
Elizabeth,  born  Eeb.  25,  1827;  John  Erancis,  born 
Sept.  15,  1829;  and  Eliza  Victoria,  born  Dec.  28, 
1831,  married  Benjamin  Hall,  of  Portsmouth. 

(IX)  John  Francis  Chase,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Flannah  (Chase)  Chase,  born  Sept.  15,  1829, 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  was  educated  in  main  in 
the  schools  of  Fall  River,  Bristol  and  Middleboro, 
Mass.  After  his  school  days  were  over  he  re- 
turned to  the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  the  home  of 
his  parents.  He  was  for  a period  employed  as  clerk 
in  a store  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  then  for  a 
time  followed  school  teaching.  After  his  mar- 
riage, however,  he  settled  down  on  the  homestead 
occupying  himself  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
subsequently  became  owner  of  the  place  and  made 
it  his  residence  for  many  years.  Since  in  the 
middle  seventies  he  has  been  a resident  of  Ports- 
mouth. purchasing  in  1876  his  present  well  im- 
proved and  attractive  place  on  the  East  Main 
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road.  He  has  long-  been  one  of  the  substantial 
men  and  useful  as  well  as  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  his  respective  towns,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  their  interests  and  in  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow  townsmen. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Chase  have 
been  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the  councils 
of  his  party  he  has  through  the  active  years  of  his 
life  been  a potent  factor,  and  ever  active  and 
zealous.  His  capabilities  and  fitness  for  official 
station  have  been  recognized  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men who  have  often  called  him  to  positions  of 
honor,  trust  and  responsibility — the  highest  offices 
in  the  town’s  gift.  Besides  filling  various  town 
offices  he  has  most  satisfactorily  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  taking  a great  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education,  and  he  is  now  and  has  been 
for  many  years  a trustee  of  the  public  library. 
From  1877  to  1879  he  represented  the  town  of 
Tiverton  in  the  State  Senate,  and  from  1884  to 
1890  was  a member  of  the  Lower  House  from 
Portsmouth.  To  the  various  offices  he  has  filled 
Mr.  Chase  brought  that  fidelity,  industry  and  in- 
tegrity so  characteristic  of  the  Chase  family,  and 
has  most  worthily  worn  the  name  which  has  so 
long  been  a synonym  in  this  section  for  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  good  and  useful  citizenship.  He 
‘is  a regular  attendant  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Qiurch  of  Portsmouth. 

On  Nov.  28,  1854,  Mr.  Chase  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Adeline  T.  Chase,  who  was  born 
in  Portsmouth,  daughter  of  the  late  Hamilton 
Chase,  and  granddaughter  of  Abner  Chase,  men- 
tioned elsewhere.  Mrs.  Chase  is  a woman  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement,  and  now  after  more  than  a 
half  century  of  happily  wedded  life  is  young  at 
heart  and  still  keenly  interested  in  the  young  peo- 
ple round  about  her,  with  whom  she  is  a great 
favorite.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Arthur  Cox,  born  April  19, 
1859,  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Portsmouth, 
married  Hattie  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  the  late 
David  Coggeshall,  of  Middletown,  R.  I. ; Carrie, 
born  Feb.  2,  1863,  niarried  Rufus  C.  Bennett,  and 
they  reside  in  West  Bridgewater,  Mass. ; John 
Francis,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  29,  1866,  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Portsmouth;  Addie  Tallman  was 
horn  May  29,  1874,  and  married  Luther  Paul 
Chase,  son  of  James  Scott  Chase,  and  has  three 
children,  Leslie,  Florence  and  Reginald.  Mr.  John 
F.  Chase  is  very  fond  of  fine  horses,  in  fact  of  all 
dumb  animals,  and  he  takes  much  pride  in  his 
home. 

THADDEUS  WINFIELD  HUNT,  manager 
of  the  Wickford  branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company,  was  born  in  Wickford,  R.  I.,  July  29, 
1847,  is  a descendant  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  Bartholomew  Hunt  appears  at  Dover,  N. 
H.,  as  early  as  1640.  He  was  at  Newport,  R.  I., 


a freeman  of  the  Colony  here,  in  1655.  He  died 
in  1687,  and  his  will  was  proved  June  i6th  of  that 
year.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Ann, 
and  their  children  were:  Bartholomew  married, 
lived  in  Newport  and  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  left  pos- 
terity; Adam;  Naomi  married  and  left  posterity; 
Ezekiel  is  mentioned  below;  John;  and  three 
daughters,  but  of  the  latter  nothing  has  been  ascer- 
tained. 

(II)  Ezekiel  Hunt,  born  March  8,  1663,  mar- 
ried Sarah,  and  they  lived  in  Newport  and  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  Their  children  were:  Ezekiel, 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Bartholomew,  Sarah,  Naomi,  Ann, 
a daughter,  and  Bartholomew  (2).  The  father  had 
bought  100  acres  of  land  in  East  Greenwich,  R. 
I.,  in  1683,  and  ten  years  later,  in  1693,  be  sold 
100'  acres  of  land  in  East  Greenwich.  Later,  in 
1702,  he  purchased  a house  and  ten  acres  of  land 
in  that  same  town.  He  died  in  1748,  and  by  his 
will  his  homestead  was  to  go  to  his  son  Bartholo- 
mew, when  of  age,  and  if  he  died  it  was  to  go  to 
his  grandson  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph  Hunt.  He  also 
gave  by  will  two  farms  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  to  his 
sons,  Ezekiel,  Samuel  and  Joseph,  and  he  gave  to 
the  last  named,  besides  other  land,  a farm  in  North 
Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

From  this  source  came  many  of  the  Hunts  of 
the  region  of  country  named,  but  from  the  meager 
public  vital  records,  church  and  town,  it  is  im- 
practicable to  follow  out  family  genealogy.  Sev- 
eral children  of  Joseph  and  Freelove  Hunt  are  of 
East  Greenwich  town  record,  the  eldest  child,  Jo- 
seph by  name,  being  horn  Oct.  3,  1729.  There  is 
a record  in  North  Kingstown  of  the  marriage. 
May  2,  1762,  of  Samuel  Hunt  and  Mary  Weaver. 
There  is  also  a record  there  of  the  marriage  of 
George  Hunt,  son  of  Samuel,  to  Elizabeth  Whit- 
ford,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Whitford,  as  having 
occurred  there  Dec.  6,  1788.  A George  Hunt  was 
married  in  Trinity  Church,  Newport,  R.  I.,  July 
24,  1785,  to  Elizabeth  Gibbs.  A Heart  Hunt  was 
baptized  in  that  church  May  18,  1760.  The  chil- 
dren of  a George  and  Heart  Hunt  appear  of  North 
Kingstown  town  record  and  were:  Esther,  born 
Oct.  23,  1788;  Gideon,  Dec.  29,  1790;  George, 
April  25,  1793;  Jeremiah,  Feb.  21,  1796;  David 
Whitford,  Oct.  4,  1798;  Mary  Ann,  April  25,  1801  ; 
David,  Feb.  26,  1804;  Eliza,  Sept.  17,  1806;  and 
Charles,  Feb.  9,  . 

Gideon  S.  Hunt,  grandfather  of  Thaddeus  W., 
was  born  Dec.  29,  1790,  and  died  Aug.  31,  1863. 
He  married  Oct.  6,  i8it,  Rebecca  Nason,  born 
Oct.  25,  1793,  who  died  March  14,  1833.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children : David 
Nason,  born  Dec.  13,  1812,  died  Aug.  19,  1862; 
Gideon,  born  Nov.  27,  1814,  died  the  next  day; 
Elizabeth  Hyde,  born  Eeb.  14,  1816,  married  Wil- 
liam E.  Cozzens,  and  died  April  17,  1884.  the 
mother  of  five  children,  namely— Mary  Ann,  Eliza- 
beth West  (deceased),  Susan  (married  Charles 
Stafford  and  has  three  children,  iMary  E.,  Ellen 
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Hays  and  Charles  William),  William  Aldrich  (who 
died  in  1904)  and  Phebe  (who  died  in  infancy)  ; 
Daniel,  born  Feb.  6,  1818,  died  Feb.  7,  1818;  Re- 
becca, born  June  15,  1819,  married  Samuel  J.  An- 
drews, and  died  Jan.  7,  1889,  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Burritt,  Martha  Jane  and  Marilla ; 
Gideon  S.,  Jr.;  Daniel,  born  Feb.  15,  1823,  married 
.Vmy  Ann  Dawley,  and  died  in  May,  1886,  leaving 
two  children,  Edwin  and  Abby ; Samuel,  born  June 
13,  1825,  died  the  same  day;  Harriet,  horn  Aug. 
II,  1826,  died  the  same  day;  13enoni,  born  ]\lay  15, 
1827,  died  the  same  day;  and  Isaac,  born  Alarch 
7,  1829,  died  the  day  following.  i\Ir.  Hunt  married 
for  his  second  wife  Abby  Bissell.  He  lived  for 
many  years  on  Pleasant  street,  Wickford,  in  a 
house  which  has  since  been  torn  down.  For  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  painting, 
lie  was  very  active  in  the  work  of  the  i\I.  E. 
Church,  and  frequently  walked  from  his  home  m 
Wickford  to  East  Greenwich  to  attend  church  ser- 
vices and  prayer  meetings. 

David  Nason  Hunt  was  horn  in  Wickford,  R. 
I.,  Dec.  13,  1812.  He  engaged  at  the  painter’s 
trade  all  his  life.  He  married  Hannah  Wyners 
Reynolds,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  fami- 
lies of  North  Kingstown,  and  to  them  were  born 
these  children;  Rebecca,  born  Jan.  10,  1840,  died 
Sept.  17,  1840;  Rebecca  W.,  born  July  28,  1841, 
married  Elliot  E.  Stedman,  and  had  one  son, 
Byron  P.,  a resident  of  Providence;  Hannah  W., 
born  June  18,  1844,  died  Oct.  10,  1844;  i\lary  E., 
born  Sept.  16,  1845 1 Thaddeus  Winfield,  born 
July  29,  1847;  Abby  S.,  born  Oct.  30,  1849,  niar- 
ried  H.  Alphonso  Greene ; David  M.,  born  Jan. 
19,  1851,  married  Mary  A.  Bedford,  and  had  issue, 
Edith  (who  married  J.  W.  Baker)  and  Lillian; 
and  William  J.,  born  Eeb.  5,  1852,  died  Aug.  2, 
1852. 

Thaddeus  Winfield  Hunt  spent  his  early  school 
days  in  Wickford,  attending  the  Washington 
Academy,  and  subsequently  pursued  a course  of 
study  at  Eastman’s  Business  College,  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.  Prom  May  21,  1866,  until  April, 
1883,  he  was  with  the  firm  of  A.  M.  Thomas 
& Son,  of  Wdckford,  and  on  July  1st,  of  the  latter 
year,  he  became  cashier  of  the  W’ickford  National 
Bank.  Upon  its  absorption,  Eeb.  i,  1902,  by  the 
Industrial  Trust  Comi)any,  Mr.  Hunt  liecame  its 
manager.  In  1866  Mr.  Hunt  united  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  from  iNlarch  30,  1871,  to  March 
31,  1894,  served  as  sujierintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  Mr.  Hunt  is  president  of  the  hoard  of 
trustees  of  the  North  Kingstown  Tree  Library: 
member  of  the  school  committee  since  1889,  and 
its  clerk  since  1898;  member  of  the  committee  on 
the  erection  of  the  new  school  house  in  1907; 
auditor  of  the  town  accounts ; member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Elm  Grove  Cemetery,  and  ser^ed 
as  its  clerk  many  years ; and  he  was  a member 
of  the  committee  on  the  bonding  of  the  town  debt 
($125,000)  in  1905.  Aside  from  his  many  other 


duties  he  has  faithfully  acted  as  administrator  and 
agent  of  many  estates.  He  is  a member  of  Beacon 
Lodge,  No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  of  which  he  is  past 
grand  master. 

On  Sept.  7,  1870,  Air.  Hunt  married  Aliss 
Laura  Chase,  daughter  of  Wdlliam  Gorham  Chase, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children : Bessie  L., 
born  in  September,  187;:,  died  in  infancy;  and 
William  Chase,  born  Oct  18,  1874,  and  now  con- 
nected with  the  Pawtuc.cet  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, married  Mary  E.  Livingstone,  and  has  twin 
daughters,  Alafguerite  and  Dorothy,  born  Aprd 
28,  1907. 

SIDNEY  H.  MOW’RY,  one  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Smithfield,  and  one  of  that 
town’s  successful  farmers,  is  a representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  numerous  families  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  He  is  a descendant  in 
the  ninth  generation  from  (I)  Roger  Alowry,  an 
account  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Mowry,  son  of  Roger,  was 
born  about  1644,  in  England,  and  was,  in  company 
with  his  elder  brother,  John,  made  a freeman  in 
Providence,  in  1672.  Nathaniel  Mowry  was  a large 
landowner  in  northern  Rhode  Island,  and  a man  of 
consequence  in  his  community.  He  married  in 
1666  Johannah,  daughter  of  Edward  Inman.  Na- 
thaniel Alowry  died  Alarch  24,  1717-18.  These 
children  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife:  Na- 
thaniel, John,  Henry,  Joseph,  Martha,  Sarah,  Alary, 
Johannah,  Patience,  Alercy  and  Experience. 

(III)  Capt.  Joseph  Alowry,  born  in  1675,  son 
of  Nathaniel,  married  June  3,  1695,  Alice  Whipple. 
Captain  Mowry  was  a farmer,  a leading  citizen,  a 
captain  of  the  local  company  of  the  militia.  He 
died  soon  after  1721,  leaving  children:  Daniel, 
horn  Sept.  6,  1696;  Joseph,  Eeb.  26,  1698;  Oliver, 
Sept.  26,  1699;  Alice,  Jan.  6,  1712;  and  Waite, 
June  16,  1716. 

(I\’)  Capt.  Daniel  Alowry,  born  Sept.  6, 
1696,  was  a prominent  man  in  his  time.  He  lived 
to  he  ninety  years  of  age,  dying  in  Alay,  1787.  He 
married  Alary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Steere,  and 
she  died  Jan.  2,  1776,  in  her  seventy-fifth  year. 
Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  10,  1723, 
was  a lawyer  and  a man  of  much  ability,  and  was 
captain  of  the  3d  Town  Company  of  Smithfield. 
Thomas  was  born  Alay  27,  1726.  Daniel,  born 
Aug.  17,  1729,  is  mentioned  below.  Col.  Elisha, 
born  A larch  28,  1735,  was  a farmer  and  merchant 
and  did  a large  business  as  a West  Indies  trader, 
operating  stores  at  Smithfield,  and  at  Warehouse 
Point,  Conn.;  he  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Colonies,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  in  1775 
he  was  ap])ointed  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  2d  Regi- 
ment of  Alilitia,  of  Providence  county,  and  did 
good  service  in  the  field;  he  died  June  28,  1792. 
Alary  was  horn  Sept.  7,  1737.  Alice  was  born  Dec. 
27.  1739- 

(\^)  Judge  Daniel  Alowry,  born  Aug.  17,  1729, 
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became  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  Rhode  Island 
in  his  day.  He  had  practically  no  advantages  in 
the  way  of  a school  education,  and  his  boyhood 
was  spent  in  learning  the  trade  of  a cooper.  But 
he  early  manifested  a taste  for  reading,  and  soon 
acquired  a fund  of  information,  which  gave  him  a 
place  justly  among  the  intelligent  men  of  his  time. 
He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  for  a 
number  of  years,  both  from  Smithfield  and  Glo- 
cester,  where  he  resided  for  six  years.  He  served 
as  town  clerk  of  Smithfield  for  twenty  years,  1760- 

1780,  and  at  one  time  was  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  from  October,  1776,  to 

1781.  In  1780  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  being 
re-elected  the  following  year,  and  then  declined 
another  term.  He  died  July  6,  1806.  On  Aug. 
27,  1749,  he  married  for  his  first  wife  Anne  Phil- 
lips, daughter  of  Richard  Phillips,  and  she  died 
Sept.  18,  1753,  aged  thirty  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were;  Daniel,  born  April  8,  1750;  Amy, 
Sept.  I,  1751,  and  Anne,  June  21,  1753.  The  sec- 
ond wife  of  Judge  Daniel  Mowry  was  Amey  Ar- 
nold, widow  of  Thomas  Arnold,  the  date  of  their 
marriage  being  Aug.  19,  1755,  and  these  children 
were  born  to  them:  Mary,  Oct.  14,  1756,  and 
Marcy,  Aug.  28,  1758.  Judge  Mowry’s  third  mar- 
riage was  to  Catherine  Steere,  and  they  had  two 
children:  Joseph,  born  June  30,  1788;  and  Rachel, 
born  Nov.  22,  1790. 

(VI)  Daniel  Mowry,  born  April  8,  1750,  was 
called  “Clark  Daniel”  to  designate  him  from  his 
father.  At  the  age  of  thirty  years  he  was  elected 
town  clerk  to  succeed  his  father,  and  he  held  that 
office  for  a period  of  thirty-five  years,  the  total 
terms  of  father  and  son  covering  fifty-five  consecu- 
tive years.  _ He  also  held  many  other  important 
offices  of  the  town,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
senator  and  General  Assemblyman.  He  served  as 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and,  it  is  said, 
refused  to  take  the  pension  to  which  he  was  legally 
entitled.  He  died  July  19,  1839.  Daniel  Mowry’s 
first  wife  was  Alee  Aldrich,  whom  he  married 
March  7,  1772.  She  was  horn  in  1751  and  died 
Oct.  27,  1806.  His  second  wife  was  Susannah 
Steere,  whom  he  married  April  21,  1808.  The  chil- 
dren were  all  by  the  first  marriage,  as  follows : 
Jabez,  July  22,  1773;  Samuel,  May  16,  1775  ; Mary, 
Nov.  4,  1776;  Reuben,  September,  1778;  Thank- 
ful, Aug.  18,  1780;  Amy,  June  16,  1782;  Gideon, 
May  II,  1784;  Thomas,  Sept.  20,  1785;  Daniel, 
June  15,  1788,  and  Aldrich,  Jan.  i,  1794. 

(VII)  Reuben  Mowry,  son  of  “Clark  Daniel,” 
was  born  in  September,  1778,  and  was  a farmer  and 
tavern-keeper  in  Smithfield.  His  hostelry,  the  old 
“Yellow  Tavern,”  is  still  standing,  near  wdiat  is 
now  Smithfield  Station,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Mowry  w’as  killed  by  a locomotive  in 
Providence,  June  7,  1852.  On  Dec.  30,  1804, 
Reuben  Mowry  married  Phebe,  daughter  of  Junia 
Smith.  She  was  born  Oct.  13,  1784,  and  died 
Feb.  6,  1873.  They  had  the  following  children: 
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(i)  Junia  S.,  born  July  18,  1805,  married  first  Sa- 
lome Lincoln,  born  Sept.  13,  1807,  who  died  July 
21,  1841.  His  second  wife  was  Nancy  Manchester, 
horn  May  2,  1812,  who  died  Feb.  24,  1868.  His 
third  marriage  was  to  Airs.  Alildred  Mary  Ann 
Holmes,  widow  of  Elder  Luther  Holmes,  a Baptist 
clergyman,  and  daughter  of  Benjamin  Dubois. 
Junia  S.  Mow’ry  w'as  the  father  of  two  children  by 
his  first  marriage,  and  eight  children  were  born 
to  his  second  union.  “Elder”  Mowry,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  was  ordained  in  North  Taun- 
ton, Alass.,  Aug.  23,  1832.  He  was  successively 
pastor  of  several  churches,  and  preached  in  various 
places,  among  them  Taunton,  Rehoboth  and 
Hebronville,  Mass.,  and  Tiverton,  Apponaug  and 
Georgiaville,  R.  I.  In  1851  he  went  to  Iowa,  set- 
tling at  Lyons,  and  in  Olive,  Clinton  county,  and 
finally  at  Calamus,  in  the  same  county,  where  he 
died.  (2)  Lamech  C.,  second  child  of  Reuben, 
was  born  Alarch  4,  1807.  (3)  Wilson  W.,  born 

Oct.  30,  1810,  was  drowned  Jan.  18,  1824.  (4) 

Darwin,  born  Nov.  21,  1812,  died  March  6,  1813. 
(5)  Alee  A.,  born  Sept.  12,  1814,  died  June  24, 
1836.  (6)  Elisha  S.,  born  March  21,  1817,  died 

Dec.  9,  1817.  (7)  Phebe  S.,  born  Aug.  18,  1819, 
died  May  14,  1842.  (8)  Reuben  M.,  born  Oct. 
3,  1821,  died  June  21,  1838.  (9)  Jabez  W.,  born 

July  29,  1824,  has  an  extended  sketch  elsewhere 
in  this  publication. 

(VIH)  Lamech  Clark  Mowry,  son  of  Reuben, 
was  born  in  Smithfield,  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Abraham  L.  Mowry,  and  was  brought  up  to  farm 
work.  He  lived  at  home  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Eastport,  Alaine,  and  took  up  the 
trade  of  shipwright,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years,  working  in  different  places  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  where  work  in  this  line  was  to  be  had, 
as  well  as  engaging  at  carpentering.  He  was  em- 
ployed from  time  to  time  in  nine  different  States. 
After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  middle  life, 
he  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son 
Sidney  H.,  having  purchased  it  from  his  father, 
and  there  he  successfully  followed  farming  untd 
his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  29,  1880.  He  was 
buried  in  a private  cemetery  about  three-cpiarters 
of  a mile  east  of  his  late  home.  He  also  conducted 
a sawmill  in  addition  to  his  farming,  the  site  of  his 
mill  being  a short  distance  northwest  of  his  house ; 
the  mill  has  long  since  been  torn  down.  Lamech  C. 
Alowry  was  a man  of  high  integrity,  and  much  es- 
teemed and  respected. 

Air.  Alowry  was  first  married  to  Sarah  A. 
Steere,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Esther  (Appleby) 
Steere,  a record  of  which  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Airs.  Mowry  died  Nov. 
9,  1848,  leaving  two  children:  Adeline  E.,  born 
Aug.  14,  1846,  who  died  April  12,  1904,  unmarried  ; 
and  Sidney  H.,  born  July  12,  1848.  Air.  Mowry 
married  for  his  second  wife  Alice  AI.  Sayles,  born 
May  12,  1813,  who  died  Aug.  3,  1858,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Sarah  C.,  born  Oct.  21,  1851 ; she  married 
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Eliakim  ^Nlowry,  and  died  in  Smithfield.  April  22, 
1889,  the  mother  of  one  chikh  Artluir  L.,  born 
April  18,  1889,  who  died  April  26,  1889.  For  his 
third  wife  Lamech  C.  Howry  married  Hrs.  Rachel 
Smith,  and  she  survived  him. 

(IX)  Sidney  H.  iMowry,  only  son  of  Lamech 
C.  iNIowry,  was  born  Jnly  12.  1848,  in  the  house  he 
now  occupies,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work, 
and  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  until  his 
marriage,  after  which  he  removed  to  the  “Yellow 
Tavern"  house,  where  he  resided  for  a time.  He 
later  removed  to  the  Col.  Sessions  Howry  farm, 
now  occupied  by  Benjamin  Burlingame,  and  re- 
sided there  for  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  the 
“Yellow  Tavern"  property,  until  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  w’hen  he  went  back  to  the  home  place, 
which  he  acquired  by  purchasing  the  interests  of. 
the  other  heirs.  He  has  a good  farm  of  eighty- 
five  acres,  and  in  addition  to  carrying  on  a very 
successful  farming  and  dairying  business  gets  out 
considerable  firewood. 

On  Oct.  15.  1868.  i\Ir.  iMowry  was  married, 
in  his  present  house,  to  Bertha  Deborah  Pratt, 
born  Feb.  20,  1847,  ^ native  of  South  Branch,  Nova 
Scotia,  daughter  of  James  and  Susannah  (An- 
drews) Pratt.  The  following  named  children  have 
been  born  to  the  union:  Edna  Earl,  born  Jan.  ii, 
1870,  married  David  P.  Sherman,  and  resides  in 
Providence;  she  has  five  children,  Howard  Bur- 
lingame, Chester  Howry,  iMildred  Louise,  Everett 
W illis  and  Evelyn  Frances.  iMable  Steere,  born 
March  3,  1872,  attended  for  two  years  the  State 
Normal  School,  and  previous  to  her  marriage 
taught  school  in  Glocester  and  Smithfield ; she  mar- 
ried Daniel  IM.  iMowry,  a resident  of  Primrose,  in 
the  town  of  North  Smithfield,  and  thev  have  six 
children,  Sigsbee  Dewey,  W’ilmor  Alorton,  iMyrtle 
Elizabeth,  Erla  IMadalene.  Lora  Leslie  and  Opal 
Arnold.  Leland  Burton  was  born  July  13,  1875. 
Ewa,  born  Feb.  16.  1877.  Leb.  6,  1879.  Sara 
.Adelaide,  born  Oct.  13,  1882,  graduated  from  the 
English  high  school  in  1900.  and  from  Bryant  & 
Stratton’s  Business  College,  taking  a course  in 
bookkeeping  and  stenography ; she  is  now  clerk  in 
the  People’s  Savings  Bank.  Providence. 

Hr.  .Mowry  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  town  council,  and  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  tax  assessors.  For  a number  of  years 
l)ast  he  has  served  as  ])Ostmaster  at  Smithfield. 
lie  is  a director  in  the  National  Exchange  Bank  at 
Greenville.  He  is  a good  business  man,  of  sound 
judgment,  and  is  esteemed  by  all.  Hr.  Howry’s 
vacation  recreation  for  a number  of  years  has  been 
taken  in  the  .Maine  and  Nova  Scotia  woods,  during 
the’  big  game  season. 

METCALF  CO.H STOCK,  who  during  his  life 
was  a well  known  contractor  and  builder  of  North 
Smithfield,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  21.  1826,  was 
a son  of  Welcome  and  Chloe  (Howry)  Comstock, 


the  former  of  whom  was  a land  owner  and  farmer 
of  what  is  now  North  Smithfield,  near  Union 
village. 

Hr.  Comstock  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  in  a select 
school  conducted  by  Professor  Bushee  at  Union 
village.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
early  in  life  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  some  years,  also  engaging  in  the 
sash  and  blind  business  at  Upton,  Hass.  Soon 
after  the  death  of  his  parents,  who  died  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other,  i\Ir.  Comstock  returned 
to  the  old  homestead,  and  there  the  rest  of  his 
days  were  spent.  Besides  the  present  fine  home  on 
the  farm.  Air.  Comstock  made  many  other  im- 
provements, and  his  land  was  among  the  best  kept  and 
most  fertile  in  this  section.  On  Oct.  3,  1897, 
Comstock  experienced  an  attack  of  sickness,  and 
before  the  doctor,  for  whom  Airs.  Comstock  had 
sent,  arrived,  he  had  passed  away.  Air.  Comstock 
was  buried  at  the  Union  cemetery,  where  a fine 
monument  marks  his  last  resting  place.  Air.  Com- 
stock was  a birthright  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Temperate  and  domestic  in  his  habits, 
public-spirited  to  a large  degree,  kindly  and  genial 
in  manner,  he  was  an  ideal  citizen  and  a repre- 
sentative man.  He  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  in  1885  was  elected  to  serve  a term 
as  State  Senator. 

Air.  Comstock  was  married  in  Providence,  R. 
L,  Feb.  2,  i860,  to  Catharine  J.  Olney,  of  Fruit 
Flill,  North  Providence,  born  Jan.  16,  1828,  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  and  Patience  (Alowry)  Olney.  Airs. 
Comstock,  who  survives  her  husband  ancl  resides 
on  the  old  homestead,  is  still  very  active,  and 
spends  the  winter  seasons  in  the  Soiuth.  .A  com- 
plete history  of  the  Olney  family  is  given  in  an- 
other part  of  this  volume.  One  child  was  born  to 
Air.  and  Airs.  Comstock,  Kate  Wales,  who  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  Professor  Bushee’s 
select  school  and  a select  school  at  Pawtucket,  and 
received  a musical  education  in  Boston.  She  mar- 
ried Oscar  E.  Haskill,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Ellsworth,  born  in  1895,  who  died  in  1896.  Airs. 
Haskill  died  in  1897,  and  was  interred  at  the 
Union  cemetery.  Airs.  Comstock  is  a member  of 
St  John’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Providence. 

V'  WHIPPLE  (Burrillville  family,  line  of  the  late 
Frederick  W). 

(I)  •'John  Whipple,  born  about  1617.  was  an  in- 
habitant of  Dorchester  as  early  as  1632.  and  he 
received  a grant  of  land  in  1637.  His  wife  whose 
Christian  name  was  Sarah,  was  born  about  1624, 
and  she  died  in  t666.  They  united  with  the  Church 
in  1641.  Air.  Whqiple  sold  his  property  in  1658. 
and  in  1659  he  was  received  in  Providence  as  a 
purchaser.  He  was  a deputy  a number  of  times 
between  1666  and  1677,  and  died  in  1685.  Their 
children  were:  '-^ohn,  born  in  i640;4Sarah.  in 
1642;  Samuel,  in  1644 Eleazer,  in  1646;  Alary, 
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in  1648  ;*  William,  in  1652 ; llenjamin,  in  1654;  farmer  and  resided  south  of  the  present  village 
^ David,  in  1656  / Abigail ; ^ Joseph,  born  in  1662;  of  Mapleville,  on  land  that  is  now  owned  by  his 
and' Jonathan,  in  1664.  grandson,  Gilbert  F.  Whipple,  and  which  has  never 

(II)  ^Samuel  Whipple,  son  of  John,  born  in  been  out  of  the  family  name.  <^Ziba  Whipple  mar- 
1644,  married  ^ INlary,  born  in  163^,  daughter  of  riedi^lary  Alowry  Sayles,  born  in  September,  1793, 
Thomas^  and  Elizabeth  Harris^and  they  were  resi-  daughter  of 'Daniel  andO’hebe  Sayles,  and  she  died 
dents  of  Providence,  R.  I.  LMr.  Whipple  was  con-  Aug.  10,  1857.  Their  children  were:  ^Daniel  S., 
stable  in  1681,  and  deputy  in  1691.  He  died  March  born  Jan.  31,  i8i5;^hebe  S.,  born  Feb.  7,  1817, 
12,  1711,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Dec.  14,  married  Collins  Keith,  and  resided  in  Burrillville ; 
1/22,  both  being  buried  yi  the  North  Burying  ‘^Sterry,  born  Feb.  i,  1819,  married “Alaria  Warner, 
Ground,  his  being  the  first  interment  there.  The  was  for  a time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
grave  of  Mr.  Whipple,  it  is  said  on  the  authority  woolens  at  Alapleville,  but  later  located  at  Green- 
of  a Air.  Ballou,  was  dug  by  Epenetus  Ballou  ville  and  there  died  ;•  Enoch,  born  Alay  6,  1821,  who 
when  he  was  a youth  of  about  eighteen  years  of  was  a scythe  plater  residing  in  Burrillville,  married 
age.  This  was  told  to  Air.  Dexter  Thurber,  of  Kfynthia  Switzer  ,bnharles  H.,  born  Feb.  22,  1823, 
Providence,  by  a Ballou  who  was  then  an  old  man.  married  ^Adaline  Smith,  was  a manufacturer  at 


He  said  he  well  remembered  hearing  his  father, 
Epenetus  Ballou,  say  that  he  dug  the  grave  at  the 
North  Burying  Ground,  Providence.  Ballou  took 
Air.  Thurber  to  the  location  of  the  grave,  the  latter 
gentleman  soon  thereafter  placing  a marble  slab 
at  his  own  expense,  having  engraved  thereon  an 
inscription  to  show  that  Air.  W hipple  was  the  first 
person  buried  in  this  cemetery.  The  children  of 
Samuel  and  Alary  (Harris)  Wdnpple  were:^Noah, 

^Samuel, i-Thomas,PA.bigail  and  'Hope. 

(III) 'M'homas  W hipple,  son  of  Samuel,  resided 
in  the  town  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He  and  his 
brother,  Samuel,  were  the  executors  of  their 
father's  will,  by  which  each  was  to  receive  an  equal 
share  in  150  acres  of  land,  and  Thomas  was  to 
have  other  land,  including  the  house  where  he 
then  lived.  His  children,  or  among  them,  were : 

PEnoch,'^Daniel  and‘"Noah,  all  of  whom  were  men- 
tioned in  the  will  of  their  grandfather,  the  latter 
bequeathing  them  land.  Daniel  and  Noah  settled 
in  the  town  of  Glocester,  Rhode  Island. 

(IV) ' Daniel  Wdiipple,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
about  the  year  1708-09,  married  (first)  Nov.  6, 
1726,  Alary  Smith,  and  (second)- W idow  Hawkins. 
Air.  Whipple  died  in  1760.  Two  sons,  Enoch  and 

^Jonathan,  and  six  daughters  blessed  the  first  mar- 
riage. Of  the  daughters,  Alercy  married  a Air. 
Sayles;  Sarah  married  a^AIr.  Lapham ; Alary  mar- 
ried a^  Air.  Blackmore ; ‘-'Abigail  married  a^  Air. 
Winsor;bAmey  married  a Air.  Brown;  and 'Hope 
married  aAIr.  W'ilmarth. 

(\'')P'Jonathan  Whipple,  son  of  Daniel,  married 
the  daughter  of  his  step-mother.  Widow  Hawkins 
Whipple,  and  their  children,  or  among  them  were : 

''^Daniel  and  Stephen. 

(VIJ-  Stephen  Wdnpple,  son  of  Jonathan,  born 
in  1756,  married  Aug.  13,  1780,  Alary,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Smith,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  their 
children,  or  among  them,  were : ' Nancy,  born  Feb. 
5,  i782;^iba,  born  Aug.  15,  1790;  and  Smith, 
born  June  19,  i795-  Stephen  Wdiipple  died  July 
4,  1811,  and  his  widow  survived  him  until  Alay 
24  1832  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

(VllV^iba  Wdiipple,  son  of  Stephen,  torn 
Aug.  15,  1790,  died  March  26,  1867.  He  was  a 


PHinville  and  Simmonsville,  R.  I.,  but  was  living 
retired  at  Providence  when  he  died  (a  more  de- 
tailed record  of  his  life  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
his  son,  Gilbert  F.  Whipple,  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume) John,  born  June  25,  1825,  who  never  mar- 
ried, was  a manufacturer  of  woolens  at  Gaza,  be- 
ing associated  with  his  brother,'" Daniel  S.,  and  later 
was  in  the  same  business  at  Simmonsville ; James 
Z.,  born  Sept.  4,  1827,  married  Elizabeth  Alathew- 
son,  and  was  for  a time  associated  with  his  broth- 
ers, Sterry  and  John,  in  the  manufacturing  busi- 
ness at  Gaza,  and  still  later  with  his  nephew,  Fred 
W.,  in  the  management  of  the  mill  at  Cavendish, 
\'t. ; and‘ George  B.,  born  July  i,  1832,  married'Su- 
san  Arnold,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years, 
his  widow  marrying  for  her  second  husband  Gil- 
bert F.  Robbins,  Alayor  of  Providence,  1887-1889. 

(VHI) ‘Daniel  S.  Whipple,  born  Jan.  31,  1815, 
in  Burrillville,  learned  the  woolen  manufacturing 
trade  with  Edward  Harris  at  Woonsocket.  He 
built  and  operated  the  first  mills  at  Alapleville  and 
Gaza,  and  established  both  villages,  becoming  well 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  manufacturers 
of  the  State,  continuing  his  business  operations 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he 
disposed  of  the  Alapleville  mill  to  G.  A.  and  J.  A. 
Smith,  and  was  succeeded  at  Gaza  by  his  son.  Mr. 
Whipple,  having  accumulated  an  ample  fortune, 
removed  to  Providence  and  lived  retired  until  his 
death.  Sept.  12,  1872.  During  the  panic  of  1857 
he  not  only  kept  his  own  business  going,  but  of  his 
means  lent  assistance  to  other  manufacturers  in 
the  town,  so  that  they  could  avoid  financial  diffi- 
culties which  seemed  inevitable.  He  gave  freely 
of  his  means  to  charitable  and  religious  causes  and 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  and  heaviest  contrib- 
utors to  the  erection  of  the  Park  Street  Free  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Providence  in  1868.  He  married 
in  i840^Almira  Albee,  born  Jan.  31,  1815,  who 
died  Alay  8,  1895.  The  children  of  this  union  were : 
Frederick  Willard,  born  Jan.  17,  1842;  and  Evelyn, 
born  Jan.  10,  1847,  died  April  29,  1857. 

(IX)  A'rederick  Willard  Whipple,  son  of 
Daniel  S.,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1842,  in  Burrillville, 
and  prepared  for  college  at  the  Friends  school  and 
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a private  school  in  Providence.  graduated 

from  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1865,  and 
immediately  took  up  the  study  of  law.  He,  how- 
ever, never  practiced  his  profession,  but  instead 
made  use  of  it  in  his  business  transactions,  which 
were  very  extensive.  After  completing  his  studies 
iNlr.  Whipple  entered  into  the  woolen  business  with 
his  father,  and  for  a number  of  years  carried  on 
one  of  the  most  extensive  woolen  manufacturing 
establishments  in  town.  Besides  being  interested 
in  the  mill  at  Gaza,  he  owned  a woolen  mill  at  Ca- 
vendish, \’t.,  which  he  conducted  a number  of 
years  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  at  one  time 
he  was  engaged  in  business  at  Chepachet.  The 
firm  of  Driver,  Larraway  & Inman  leased  the  mill 
at  Gaza  in  1877.  In  1885  Air.  Whipple  resumed 
manufacturing  at  Gaza,  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness for  a couple  of  years,  when  he  again  leased 
the  mill,  and  a short  time  after  this,  in  1887,  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  Air.  Whipple  located  in  New 
York  in  1888,  where  he  became  a member  of  the 
Consolidated  Stock  Exchange,  and  was  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  stock  and  other  securities.  The  death 
of  a son,  to  whom  he  was  very  much  attached,  in 
1897,  weighed  heavily  upon  him,  and  he  retired 
from  active  business  for  a time,  returned  to  Bur- 
rillville,  and  again  took  up  his  residence  at  Gaza. 
He  again  entered  Wall  street,  but  failing  health 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  relinquish  his  labors 
there,  and  he  finally  retired.  He  died  July  22,  1904, 
after  a decline  of  health  covering  several  years, 
and  he  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  at  Swan 
Point. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Air.  Whipple 
offered  his  services  in  the  defense  of  the  Union  and 
twice  enlisted,  each  time  his  release  being  pur- 
chased by  his  father  who  was  unwilling  to  have 
him  leave  home.  He  enlisted  a third  time,  how- 
ever, and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  as  a 
colonel  on  General  Tourtellotte’s  staff’.  He  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Burrillville  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature from  1867-1871,  and  while  serving  helped 
to  defeat  the  capital  punishment  law  in  the  State. 
He  was  at  one  time  a member  of  Friendship 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  at  Chepachet,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death  the  Royal  Arcanum  of  New  York 
was  the  only  organization  to  which  he  belonged. 
Air.  Whipple  always  maintained  a reputation  for 
integrity,  intelligence  and  marked  business  ability. 
He  was  a kind  and  affectionate  husband  and  father 
and  a good  neighbor  and  friend.  / 

Air.  Whipple  was  married  (first)  to^rancelia 
Corbin,  of  Webster,  Alass.,  who  bore  him  one  son ; 

V Frederick  W^  Jr.  Air.  Whipple’s  second  mar- 
riage was  toHouise  Smith,  Jan.  17,  1882,  in  New 
York.  She  was  born  Oct.  15,  1861,  in  Providence, 
daughter  of  William '4nd  Rose  (Delaney)  Smith.'^ 
Three  children  were  born  'to  this  union  ; ^ Florence 
Al.,  June  30,  1884  AClarence  AT,  Sept.  8,  1886 
(graduated'  from  the  English  high  school.  Provi- 
dence, in  1905,  and  entered  Brown  University  the 


same  year,  where  he  is  now  a student  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity)  ; andu5aniel 
S.,  Aug.  14,  1892  (died  Jan.  8,  1897). 

^^Irs.  Whipple  was  married  (second),  Nov.  22, 
1906,  to^Henry  R.  Bourcier.  X 

STEPHEN  WILLIS  BALLOU,  a well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  and  successful  retired 
business  man  of  Cumberland  Hill,  is  a native  of  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  born  on  the  Ballou  homestead, 
Cumberland  Hill,  July  22,  1846,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Alaturin  Ballou,  the  first  of  the  name  in  this 
State,  was  a native  of  England,  and  was  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1646,  in  January  of  which  year 
he  owned  land  there.  He  was  a freeman  in  1658. 
He  married  Hannah  Pike,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  of  which  family  James 
Ballou  was  the  second  son. 

James  Ballou,  son  of  Alaturin,  was  born  in 
1652,  in  Providence,  and  there  married  Susannah 
Whitman,  born  Feb.  26,  1652.  They  resided  in 
Smithfield,  where  both  died,  the  parents  of  seven 
children. 

Obadiah  Ballou,  son  of  James,  born  Sept.  6, 
1689,  in  what  was  then  Providence,  was  twice 
married,  (first)  in  January,  1717-18,  to  Damaris 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Aldrich 
Bartlett,  and  (second)  Dec.  26,  1740,  to  Airs. 
Sarah  Whipple  Salisbury,  born  Dec.  26,  1701, 

daughter  of  Israel  Whipple,  and  widow  of  Jona- 
than Salisbury.  Obadiah  Ballou  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  all  born  in  what  is  now  Cumber- 
land, but  what  at  that  time  was  Wrentham,  Alass- 
achusetts. 

Ezekiel  Ballou,  the  eldest  of  the  family  of  Oba- 
diah, was  born  Jan.  5,  1718-19,  and  married  July  3, 
1740,  Joanna  Cook,  daughter  of  Elder  Josiah  Cook. 
The  home  of  Air.  Ballou  was  near  the  old  Ballou 
Aleeting  Blouse  in  Cumberland,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  of  whom  Jesse  was  the  eldest. 

Jesse  Ballou,  son  of  Ezekiel,  was  born  in  what 
was  then  Wrentham,  Alass.,  Ivlarch  30,  1741,  and 
was  married  Nov.  8,  1761,  by  John  Goold,  J.  P., 
to  Rhoda  Salisbury,  born  Oct.  20,  1735,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Salisbury.  Their  children  were:  Darius 
and  Sarah,  twins,  born  June  15,  1762;  Zerviah, 
Alay  3,  1764;  Ezekiel,  Feb.  14,  1766.  Airs.  Rhoda 
Ballou  died  April  29,  1767,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Lydia  Alason,  in  October,  1767,  daughter  of 
Peletiah  Alason.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born : 
Peletiah,  Feb.  21,  1770.  Airs.  Lydia  Ballou  died 
Aug.  3,  1770,  aged  thirty-two  years.  Air.  Ballou 
married  (tlfird),  Jan.  ir,  1776,  Elizabeth  Pitts, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Pitts.  The  two  children  of 
this  marriage  were:  William  Pitts,  born  Aug.  31, 
1778,  dibd  Alay  2,  1807;  and  Otis,  born  Nov.  2, 

1779- 

Otis  Ballou,  son  of  Jesse,  born  Nov.  2,  1779, 
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married  March  29,  1807,  Nancy  Jenckes,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Dexter)  Jenckes.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  William  Pitts,  born  Jan.  24,  1808; 
Otis  Dexter,  Jan.  26,  1810;  Warren  Jenckes,  Jan. 
9,  1812;  Milton,  Feb.  29,  1815;  and  Emily,  Jan. 
7,  1817,  died  Nov.  25,  1821. 

Warren  Jenckes  Ballou,  son  of  Otis,  was 
born  in  Cumberland,  Jan.  9,  1812,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood  on  a farm.  When  a young  man  he  came 
to  Cumberland  Hill  and  located  on  the  old  Jillson 
farm,  where  he  became  a successful  cattle  dealer 
and  was  also  engaged  in  the  butchering  business. 
He  purchased  his  stock  in  New  York  State,  and 
very  successfully  disposed  of  it  in  New  England. 
Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  April 
II,  1876,  when  sixty-four  years  of  age,  and  being 
buried  in  the  Cook  cemetery,  Cumberland  Hill.  As 
a Republican  in  politics,  he  was  very  active  in  pub- 
lic matters,  was  a member  of  the  town  council  for 
some  years,  and  also  represented  Cumberland  in 
the  State  Legislature  for  two  years.  Mr.  I-lallou 
married  (first)  Caroline  Laurence,  on  April  27, 
1834,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  chikl,  Caro- 
line N.  On  June  27,  1844,  Mr.  Ballou  married 
Hannah  Jillson,  born  June  20,  1813;  she  died  on 
the  farm  in  1888,  and  was  buried  at  the  Cook 
cemetery.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage 
were:  George,  born  Feb.  9,  1845  (died  June  10, 
1867)  ; Stephen  Whllis,  July  22,  1846;  Charles, 
Jan.  8,  1848,  and  Osborne  J.,  July  6,  1851. 

Stephen  W.  Ballou  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Cumberland  Hill  and  the  High 
school  at  Lonsdale,  and  his  youth  was  spent  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  at  learning  the  butcher’s  busi- 
ness. He  then  engaged  in  the  meat  business  which 
he  followed  for  thirty-five  years,  during  which  time 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  cattle  business,  also 
carrying  on  farm  work  to  some  extent  until  1897, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life.  He  has  since  lived 
at  his  home  in  Cumberland  Hill,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  early  labors.  His  home  is  a very  attractive 
one,  being  fitted  with  all  modern  improvements, 
including  electric  light  which  was  installed  by  their 
son,  a man  of  much  mechanical  genius.  Mr.  Ballou 
is  a Republican  in  political  matters,  and  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  town  council  for  two  terms. 

On  Jan.  23,  1868,  Mr.  Ballou  was  married  by 
Rev.  D.  G.  Rice,  to  Mary  Ellen  Buxton,  daughter 
of  James  and  Emmeline  (Durfee)  Buxton,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  Cumberland,  while  the 
latter  lived  with  Mrs.  Ballou  until  her  death  Jan. 
30,  1907,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Airs. 
Ballou  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Smithfield, 
the  Lonsdale  High  school,  the  Lapham  Institute  at 
North  Scituate,  and  taught  school  at  Manville  and 
Lonsdale  for  several  terms.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballou:  (i)  Georgi- 
anna  Buxton,  a graduate  of  the  Friends’  School  at 
Providence,  who  married  Fred  Weeks,  of  the 
Weeks  Furniture  Company,  at  Woonsocket,  and 
has  one  child,  Cortland  J.,  born  July  16,  1897. 


(2)  Warren  J.,  born  July  22,  1876,  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  the  English  and  Classical 
School  at  Providence,  and  Brown  University,  and 
then  took  an  electrical  course.  He  was  for  several 
years  connected  with  the  Woonsocket  Electric  Ala- 
chine  Power  Company,  and  is  now  foreman  in  the 
machine  department  of  the  Davis  Automobile  De- 
partment in  Providence.  He  married  Cornelia 
Worden,  of  Wickford,  and  makes  his  home  in 
Providence.  They  have  one  daughter,  Emeline 
Buxton,  braternally  he  is  a Alason,  belonging  to 
the  Knights  Templars  and  the  Shriners.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Air.  Stephen  Willis  Ballou  has,  by  his  sturdy 
and  honorable  characteristics,  by  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  every  duty  as  a citizen,  and  his  dili- 
gence and  industry,  merited  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held,  and  both  he  and  his  family  have 
in  every  way  been  a credit  to  the  family  name  and 
reputation.  During  the  many  years  of  his  business 
activity  he  came  in  contact  and  had  business  deal- 
ings with  a great  number  of  persons  throughoui 
an  extended  area.  His  integrity  and  honesty  were 
never  questioned,  and  his  genial  personality  won 
him  many  friends.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  popu- 
lar, and  their  well  appointed  and  beautiful  home  is 
frequently  the  scene  of  their  hospitality. 

ANGELL  (Providence  family).  The  family 
bearing  this  name  is  among  the  most  ancient  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  for  several  generations 
the  branch  here  treated — some  of  the  descendants 
of  the  late  Enos  Angell,  a skilful  mechanic  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  of  Providence — have  been 
identified  conspicuously  with  the  industrial  life  of 
the  city.  Reference  is  especially  made  to  the  late 
William  Gorham  Angell,  one  of  the  very  remark- 
able men  of  his  day  in  Providence,  who  for  many 
years  was  at  the  head  of  the  Eagle  Screw  Company 
and  of  the  xA.merican  Screw  Company,  respectively, 
connected  with  which  also  were  his  sons,  the  late 
Edwin  Gorham  Angell,  his  father’s  successor  as 
chief  executive  officer  of  that  corporation,  and  the 
late  William  Henry  Angell ; and  of  whose  children 
one  or  more  sons  are  now  active  in  the  business  and 
social  life  of  the  city. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  from  the 
American  settler  some  family  history  and  the 
genealogy  of  the  branch  of  the  Angell  family  just 
alluded  to. 

(I)  Thomas  Angell  came  to  this  country  in 
the  ship  “Lyon,”  which  left  Bristol,  England,  in 
December,  1630,  and  arrived  in  Boston  in  Febru- 
ary, 1631.  He  went  to  Salem,  and  in  1636,  with 
four  others  and  Roger  Williams,  settled  at  Provi- 
dence. He  figured  in  the  public  affairs  incident  to 
the  formation  of  government,  was  commissioner, 
constable,  etc.  He  died  in  1694.  The^Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Alice.  She  died  in  1695. 
Their  children  were : John,  Anphillis,  Alary,  De- 
borah, Alice,  James,  Hope  and  Alargaret. 
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(II)  John  Angell.  born  in  1646,  married  in 
1669.  Ruth,  daughter  of  John  Field,  and  they  were 
residents  of  Providence,  of  which  town  he  was 
deputy  in  1686.  He  died  in  1720.  His  children 
were:'  Thomas,  INlercy,  John,  Daniel,  James  and 
Hope. 

(III)  Hope  Angell,  born  Dec.  12,  1685,  mar- 
ried Lvdia  Olney,  and  they  lived  in  Providence,  it 
is  thought  on  the  farm  in  recent  years  known  as  the 
Asylum  farm,  in  what  is  now  North  Providence. 
He  filled  a number  of  offices  of  trust  and  honor. 
In  connection  with  farming  i\Ir.  Angell  kept  a 
tavern.  He  died  Feb.  ii,  1759.  His  children 
were : Abiah,  Oliver,  Elisha,  Thomas,  James, 
i\lary  and  Lydia. 

(IV)  Oliver  Angell,  horn  March  3,  1717,  mar- 
ried Naomi  Smith,  born  Oct.  28,  1721,  and  they 
resided  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  North  Provi- 
dence, owning  the  Asylum  farm.  This  farm  con- 
sisted of  stony,  rough  land,  but  quite  productive. 
His  boys  worked  with  him  on  the  farm,  and  in 
the  true  old  style  of  farming,  had  a shop  with 
carpenters’,  blacksmiths'  and  coopers'  tools,  and  his 
sons  were  all  instructed  to  some  extent  in  all  these 
trades  as  well  as  in  farming.  IMrs.  Angell  is 
represented  as  a small,  short  woman,  with  small 
but  very  keen  black  eyes.  She  was  very  smart  and 
active,  and  trained  her  boys  to  i)rompt  obedience. 
She,  it  is  said,  was  a teacher  before  her  marriage, 
and  she  devoted  especial  attention  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  her  children.  It  is  said  that  all  of  her 
children  were  at  one  time  or  another  employed  as 
teachers.  Mr.  Angell  died  April  13,  1799,  and 
IMrs.  Angell  passed  away  Dec.  3d  of  that  same 
year.  Their  children  were : Israel,  Hope,  Ruth, 
Jason,  Naomi  and  Elisha. 

(\’)  Elisha  Angell,  born  Eeb.  22,  1757,  mar- 
ried (first)  Ann  Fenner,  she  died  Jan.  3,  t8i8,  and 
he  married  (second)  IMary  Dean;  she  died  IMay 
22.  1832,  and  he  married  (third)  Catherine  Pierce, 
who  died  April  12,  1868.  The  farm  Mr.  Angell 
lived  upon  and  cultivated  was  the  one  afterward 
occupied  by  his  son  Fenner,  in  North  Providence. 
Elisha  was  a robust  strong  man,  and  a great 
worker.  He  planted  an  orchard,  which,  if  we 
mistake  not,  is  still  yielding  fruit  to  the  fourth 
generation.  He  built  the  Angell  tavern  house, 
on  the  Douglas  turnpike,  and  many  other  large 
buildings,  and  was  regarded  a superior  workman 
at  his  trade,  especially  as  a framer  of  large  build- 
ings. He  died  April  28,  1838.  His  children,  all 
horn  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Enos,  Emma, 
Naomi.  Ann  and  Fenner. 

(VI)  Enos  Angell,  born  June  7,  1784,  married 
Catherine,  born  in  1793,  daughter  of  Jahez  Gor- 
ham, and  they  livecl  in  Providence,  where  Mr. 
Angell  was  occupied  as  a house-carpenter.  He  is 
re])orted  to  have  been  an  excellent  workman  at  his 
trade,  and  a successful  man  in  his  l)usiness.  He 
died  March  3,  1832.  His  wife  passed  away  Eeh. 
8,  1835.  Their  children  were:  William  Gorham, 


born  Nov.  ii,  1811;  Albert  and  Sarah  B.,  both 
of  whom  died  when  young;  and  Albert  Gorham, 
born  Dec.  27,  1823,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1828*. 

(VH)  William  Gorham  Angell,  son  of 
Enos  and  Catherine  (Gorham)  Angell,  was  born 
Nov.  II,  1811,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  iMr.  Angell 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  father.  His 
advantages  for  early  instruction  were  limited, 
hardly  extending  beyond  the  mere  rudiments  of  a 
common  school  education  of  the  period  of  his 
youth.  But  this  did  not  prevent  his  making  rapid 
progress  in  all  practical  knowledge  connected  with 
his  own  pursuits.  At  an  early  age  he  developed 
marked  aptitude  in  the  construction  and  arrange- 
ment of  machinery.  He  had  what  would  almost 
seem  to  others  to  be  an  intuitive  perception  of  the 
capabilities  of  a machine.  A brief  inspection  was 
sufficient  to  reveal  its  good  or  its  bad  points,  and 
so  unerring  was  his  judgment  that  he  seldom  had 
occasion  to  change  his  first  opinion. 

Soon  after  attaining  his  majority,  Air.  Angell 
became  a partner  in  the  reed-making  business,  an 
important  branch  of  industry  just  then  beginning  to 
attract  attention  in  this  country.  While  success- 
fully superintending  this  business,  he  was  occupied 
with  others  in  preliminary  experiments  upon  the 
construction  of  machinery  for  making  wood-screws, 
so  called,  that  is,  iron  screws  used  in  woodwork. 

On  the  formation  of  the  Eagle  Screw  Company, 
in  1838,  Air.  Angell  became  its  agent  and  man- 
ager, and  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  his  life 
all  the  energies  of  his  vigorous  and  comprehensive 
mind  were  concentrated  upon  the  development  and 
perfection  of  that  business.  The  Eagle  Company, 
after  more  than  twenty  years  of  successful  busi- 
ness, united  with  the  New  England  Company, 
forming  the  American  Screw  Company.  This  was 
in  i860.  No  other  man  but  Air.  x\ngell  was 
thought  of  to  superintend  the  extended  business  of 
the  new  company.  He  became  its  president  and 
chief  manager,  and  from  that  time  on  until  his 
death,  everything  was  moulded  by  his  formative 
genius.  To  the  varied  industries  of  Providence 
lie,  more  than  any  other  man,  i/  not  more  than  all 
others  put  together  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
added  a new  and  important  branch,  which  for  thirty 
years  contributed  no  inconsiderable  item  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  city. 

Air.  Angell’s  mind  was  naturally  inventive  and 
fertile  in  expedients  for  the  improvement  of  ma- 
chinery, so  as  to  fit  it  in  the  best  manner  for  the 
work  which  it  was  intended  to  perform.  Large 
sums  of  money,  of  course,  were  expended  in  the 
construction  of  machines.  But  no  new  machine 
was  adojited,  and  no  old  one  rebuilt,  without  the 
most  searching  examination  of  all  its  details,  to 
see  whether  it  admitted  of  any  modification  which 
would  render  it  either  more  sure  and  uniform  in 
its  action,  more  economical  or  more  enduring. 
The  mere  casual  observer  might  think  that  such 
laborious  experimenting  co.st  more  than  it  was 
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worth.  It  would,  no  doubt,  be  unimportant  as  ap- 
plied to  a single  machine  or  to  the  work  of  a 
single  day.  But  when  applied  to  a thousand  ma- 
chines running  incessantly  through  the  entire  year, 
any  real  improvement,  however  slight,  became  im- 
portant. The  company  owned  several  valuable  and 
controlling  patents  for  screw  machinery.  It  is  well 
known  that  before  this  time  among  us,  patents 
were  a most  fruitful  source  of  litigation.  j\Ir. 
Angell  did  not  wholly  escape  this  vexation  to  busi- 
ness. It  led  him  to  the  careful  study  of  patents 
and  patent  law.  And  it  is  much  to  be  doubted 
whether  at  the  time  of  his  death  there  was  any 
living  man,  at  home  or  abroad,  who  knew  as  much 
about  screw  machinery  as  he  did.  At  that  time  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  character  and  the 
special  claims  of  nearly  every  screw  machine  which 
had  been  patented  either  in  this  country  or  in 
Europe.  He  was  thoroughly  informed  on  the 
principles  and  decisions  of  the  patent  law  as  ap- 
plied to  his  own  range  of  business,  and  it  was 
fairly  to  be  presumed  that  no  patent  lawyer  in  the 
country  had  a sounder  judgment  upon  questions 
of  the  interference  of  different  patents.  His 
knowledge  upon  this  subject,  and  his  reputation  for 
fairness  and  independence,  created  frequent  de- 
mands for  his  services  as  a referee  in  settling  con- 
flicting claims  under  different  patents.  l\Ir.  An- 
gell’s  thorough  knowledge  of  his  machinery  in  all 
its  details  was,  perhaps,  a little  remarkable,  and 
certainly  gave  him  great  practical  advantages  in 
business.  From  the  gigantic  steam  engine,  which 
set  the  whole  in  motion,  to  the  little  automatic 
iron  fingers  that  picked  up  the  tiny  screw,  a quar- 
ter of  an  inch  long,  and  placed  it,  with  unerring 
skill,  in  the  finishing  machine,  every  process  and 
movement  was  as  familiar  to  him  as  the  face  of  his 
own  watch. 

But  eminent  as  Mr.  Angell  was  in  the  special 
department  of  mechanics,  he  was  not  less  so  in  gen- 
eral administrative  ability.  He  looked  at  a great 
manufacturing  establishment  as  a whole.  The  dif- 
ferent departments  of  work  were  skilfullv  adapted 
to  each  other,  so  as  to  secure  order,  precision  and 
economy  of  time,  labor  and  materials  in  every  part 
of  it.  Every  employe  had  his  part  and  his  duties, 
and  knew  exactly  what  was  expected  of  him,  and 
every  one  might  rely  upon  his  pay  the  moment  it 
was  due.  The  rules  of  the  establishment  were 
strict  but  not  severe.  Mr.  Angell  was  always 
considerate  of  his  working  people.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  him  to  see  them  happy,  and  to  allow 
them  any  indulgence  not  incompatible  with  their 
duties.  He  often  rewarded  merit  by  promotion, 
without  anything  being  said  of  it,  but  it  was  well 
understood  that  shams  and  shirks  were  of  short 
duration.  In  his  own  habits,  Mr.  Angell  was  se- 
verely abstemious  in  reference  to  intoxicating 
liquors ; and  anyone  in  bis  employ  who  had  marked 
l)roclivities  toward  improper  indulgence  in  them,, 
must  also  have  marked  redeeming  qualities  to  re- 


tain his  place.  Under  such  careful  and,  at  the  same 
time,  kindly  management,  the  utmost  order  and 
regularity,  and  even  neatness,  prevailed  in  the 
establishment,  and  the  kindest  relations  always 
seemed  to  exist  between  the  director  and  the  em- 
ployes. 

In  looking  to  the  interest  of  his  business,  Mr. 
Angell  was  always  watchful  of  the  future;  and 
no  one  discerned  sooner  than  he,  any  coming 
change  which  might  bring  with  it  adverse  or  fa- 
vorable results.  Whatever  change  might  come  it 
was  rare  that  it  took  him  by  surprise.  He  had 
already  prepared  his  plans  to  meet  it.  His  far- 
reaching,  practical  sagacity  in  such  matters  was 
often  a surprise  to  his  most  intimate  friends.  One 
marked  quality  belonged  to  him,  which  belongs  to 
all  organizing  self-reliant  minds.  His  plans  for 
business  were  all  thought  out  and  perfected  before 
they  were  presented  to  his  official  advisers.  It 
was  almost  a necessity  to  his  mind  that  he  should 
do  it  alone.  It  may  be  added,  without  disparage- 
ment to  his  official  advisers,  that  in  many  of  the 
most  important  business  plans  they  had  little  more 
to  do  than  to  listen  to  his  statements  and  add  their 
approval.  This  does  not  imply  that  they  had  no 
opinions  of  their  own,  but  only  that  his  explana- 
tions were  so  clear  and  forcible  as  to  carry  their 
own  convictions  along  with  them. 

But  every  large  manufacturing  business  must 
have  its  mercantile  as  well  as  mechanical  depart- 
ment. It  must  make  large  investments  in  raw  ma- 
terials; it  must  employ  skill  and  good  judgment 
in  the  sale  and  distribution  of  its  products.  Here, 
again,  Mr.  Angell,  though  modest,  retiring  and  un- 
known, showed  great  sagacity  and  great  adroit- 
ness. The  markets  of  the  country  and  its  wants, 
in  reference  to  his  goods,  were  all  under  his  eye. 
At  the  time  he  commenced  business,  the  market 
was  supplied  with  English  screws,  very  rough  and 
clumsy  compared  with  his  own.  But  nobody  in 
the  trade  dreamed  of  an  American  screw  coming 
into  competition  with  an  English  one.  He  went 
into  business  circles  and  to  large  consumers  and 
explained  the  peculiar  benefits  of  his  gimlet- 
pointed  screw,  and  by  a very  careful  analysis  of 
all  the  facts  in  the  case,  showed  that  it  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  consumers  to  purchase  his 
screws  at  the  prices  which  he  offered.  He  found 
his  business  from  year  to  year  extending.  Con- 
sumers who  had  once  used'  his  screws  were  re- 
luctant to  use  any  others. 

Air.  Angell  was  an  architect  and  a builder  as 
soon  as  he  had  any  occasion  to  erect  a building. 
In  the  very  large  outlays  for  buildings  erected 
under  his  care  this  was  a matter  of  great  import- 
ance. He  was  himself  a practiced,  and,  in  many 
respects,  an  excellent  draughtsman. 

In  the  moral  qualities  of  Air.  Angell’s  char- 
acter scrupulous  justice  in  doing  the  right  thing 
to  every  one  with  whom  he  had  anything  to  do  was 
a conspicuous  feature.  He  had  a warm  sympathy 
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for  the  poor  and  unfortunate.  It  was  a pleasure  for 
him  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  suffering.  His  timely 
benefactions  many  a time  spread  a gleam  of  joy 
over  a suffering  and  wretched  household.  \\’hile 
not  himself  a professor  of  religion  he  had  a 
marked  esteem  for  Christians  whose  lives  honored 
their  professions,  and  was  a liberal  supporter  of 
public  and  Christian  charities. 

IMr.  Angell  was  a man  of  few  words.  He 
never  talked  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  talking  or 
for  the  entertainment  of  others.  He  very  rarely 
spoke  with  any  enthusiasm  about  the  success  or 
prospect  of  the  business.  His  usual  reply  to  any 
inquiry  was  that  if  it  were  managed  with  energy 
and  skill,  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
continue  to  prosper.  A man  might  meet  him  every 
day  in  the  course  of  business  without  getting  the 
slightest  hint  of  the  subject  which  was  absorb- 
ing his  attention.  Or  a man  might  spend  a week  in 
traveling  with  him,  and  not  be  able  to  guess  at  the 
end  of  it  where  he  l)elonged  or  what  his  business 
was.  He  was  so  much  engrossed  with  his  special 
business  that  he  had  little  or  no  time  for  anything 
else.  He  thought  much,  and  read  but  little.  On 
all  subjects  to  which  his  attention  had  been  drawn 
in  connection  with  his  business,  he  had  very  de- 
cided opinions,  and  held  them  with  all  reasonable 
tenacity.  He  took  little  interest  in  public  affairs ; 
jiarty  politics  he  left  to  trading  politicians.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  he  ever  made  the  least  effort  to 
influence  the  vote  of  any  man  in  his  employ.  He 
was  a party  to  no  reforms,  not  because  he  thought 
reforms  useless,  but  because  he  felt  that  his  own 
duties  and  usefulness  were  in  another  direction. 
He  joined  no  cliques  or  clubs,  and  was  a leader 
in  no  social  festivities.  He  gave  little  or  no  time  to 
amusements.  His  whole  life  was  so  engrossed  in 
his  business  that  he  had  no  opportunity  to  become 
interested  in  things  outside  of  it.  Some  years  be- 
fore his  death  he  had  occasion  to  visit  Europe  on 
important  business  negotiations,  extending  through 
England,  France  and  Germany.  He  was  success- 
ful in  accomplishing  his  objects,  but  after  that 
was  done,  he  had  scarcely  another  day  to  give  to 
any  personal  gratification  or  sight-seeing  in  the 
old  world.  Such  devotion  to  business  was  ex- 
treme, but  it  was  almost  a necessity  to  his  habits 
and  his  type  of  character.  It  was  an  axiom  with 
him  that  a man  could  do  but  one  thing  well.  His 
own  life  is  certainly  a splendid  illustration  of 
what  a man  can  accomplish  hy  concentrating  all 
his  powers  upon  a single  object.  Hr.  Angell  was 
a very  exemplary  father  and  husband. 

Mr.  .\ngell  was  married  to  Ann  R.  Stewart, 
and  two  sons  blessed  the  marriage ; Edward  Gor- 
ham, born  Feb.  25.  1837:  and  \\'illiam  Henry,  born 
Jan.  10,  1847.  Mr.  Angell  died  after  a lingering 
illness  at  his  home  in  Providence.  R.  I.,  May  13, 
1870. 

(\'ITI)  Einvix  Gorii.vm  Axgell,  son  of  \\  il- 


liam  Gorham  and  Ann  R.  (Stewart)  Angell,  was 
born  Feb.  25,  1837,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  city  he  acquired  his 
education,  and  here,  too,  he  spent  practically  the 
whole  of  his  business  life  in  the  manufacturing 
industry,  of  which  his  father  was  one  of  the 
founders,  as  stated,  in  1838.  When  only  fifteen 
years  of  age,  in  1852,  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Eagle  Screw  Company,  where  he  remained  nearly 
eight  years,  during  which  period  he  obtained  the 
knowledge  and  experience  which  were  to  be  of  so 
much  use  to  him  in  the  important  position  to  which 
he  was  subsequently  called. 

On  Jan.  i,  i860,  Mr.  Angell  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  American  Screw  Company,  of  which  his 
father  was  then  president.  This  office  he  resigned 
in  1864,  and  moved  to  New  York,  where  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm  of  Eagleton,  Angell 
& Co.,  who  were  agents  for  the  Eagleton  IManu- 
facturing  Company  of  that  city.  He  continued  a 
member  of  this  firm  until  1867,  when  it  dissolved, 
and  he  returned  to  Providence,  where  he  became 
the  assistant  of  his  father,  whose  ill  health  de- 
manded that  he  should  be  relieved  in  part  from  the 
weighty  burdens  connected  with  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  as  president  of  a corporation  whose 
business  had  become  so  widely  extended.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1870  he  was  appointed  his 
successor,  and  held  the  office  of  president  of  the 
American  Screw  Company  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years. 

On  Feb.  14,  1861,  ]\Ir.  Angell  was  married 
to  Sarah  S.  Southwick,  of  Newport,  R.  L,  and 
the  union  was  blessed  with  one  child,  Grace,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Olney  Arnold,  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Angell  died  Dec.  15,  1903,  at  his  home  on 
Benefit  street.  Providence.  His  wife,  Sarah  S., 
died  Sept.  23,  1888,  aged  sixty-one  years. 

(\TII)  William  Henry  Angell,  son  of 
W'illiam  Gorham  and  brother  of  Edwin  Gorham 
Angell,  was  born  Jan.  10,  1847,  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  where  he  passed  his  life,  and  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  business  of  his  father  and  brother  as  outlined 
in  the  foregoing.  He  survived  his  father  only  a 
few  years,  when  just  at  the  threshold  of  a promis- 
ing business  career,  dying  Feb.  18,  1874,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years. 

Mr.  Angell  married  Sarah  Augusta,  daughter 
of  John  F.  Healy,  and  two  children  came  to  this 
union,  namely ; William  Gorham,  born  Aug.  3, 
1870,  who  is  connected  with  the  Central  Foundry 
Company  in  New  York  City,  married  Sept.  24, 
1902,  Aliss  Keegan;  and  Jesse  H.,  born  March 
2,  1873,  who  is  connected  with  the  American  Screw 
Company,  married  Aug.  29,  1894,  Charlotte 

Y'heeler  Tempest.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  April  12,  1899,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

THOiMAS  W.ALCH,  a truly  rejiresentative, 
successful  business  man  of  Providence,  is  the  sec- 
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ond  son  of  James  and  ]\Iary  (Schofield)  Walch, 
and  grandson  of  James  Walch,  concerning  whom 
extended  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Walch  was  born  in  Crompton,  town  of 
Warwick,  R.  I..  Oct.  i8.  1846,  and  was  there  reared, 
in  his  early  boyhood  attending  the  schools  of  the 
community.  Later  he  attended  the  boys’  private 
school  conducted  by  John  G.  Ladd,  of  Providence, 
and  fitted  himself  as  circumstances  would  best  al- 
low for  a business  career.  For  some  years  he  was 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  cotton  waste  busi- 
ness, and  later  drifted  into  the  business  in  which 
he  has  made  so  pronounced  a success.  On  his 
father’s  property  in  Johnston  was  situated  a large 
pond,  which  in  a year  of  ice  drouth,  perhaps  because 
of  its  location,  yielded  a good  supply  of  ice,  which 
Mr.  Walch  and  his  brothers  harvested  and  sold. 
Quick  to  recognize  the  opportunity  thus  opened 
for  them,  they  next  year  extended  their  plans, 
enlarged  the  storage  capacity  and  installed  a de- 
livery system.  From  that  small  beginning  has 
grown  the  present  extensive  ice  business  of  the 
Pocassett  Ice  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Walch  and 
his  son  are  the  principal  factors  in  the  corporation. 
Their  success  has  been  of  slow  but  positive  growth, 
and  can  be  attributed  to  the  industry  and  excellent 
business  qualifications  of  both  father  and  son.  They 
have  conducted  their  operations  along  strict  lines, 
and  both  are  men  whose  integrity  is  unquestioned 
and  who  are  valued  in  both  business  and  .social 
relations.  The  senior  i\Ir.  Walch  gave  untiring- 
energy  to  building  up  the  trade,  ever  keeping 
in  view  his  original  desire  to  supply  patrons  with 
a needful  commodity  at  a price  commensurate  with 
the  high  quality  of  the  article,  its  hygenic  con- 
dition, and  the  excellent  service  maintained.  The 
result  of  his  labor  and  effort  has  spelled  a success 
which  has  been  richly  deserved. 

Mr.  Walch  married  (first)  Miss  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Harris,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Mary  A.  Har- 
ris, mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  two  children,  Clinton  E.  and 
Grace  L.,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
The  mother  died  in  October,  1881,  and  iMr.  VValch 
subsequently  married  (second)  Josephine  A.  iNIatte- 
son,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ester  Matteson,  of 
Johnston.  Mrs.  Josephine  A.  Walch  died  in  1894. 

For  some  years  previous  to  the  annexation  of 
a part  of  the  town  of  Johnston  to  Providence  i\Ir. 
Walch  was  quite  active  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
town,  and  he  served  his  party,  the  Republican,  in 
various  capacities  wherein  his  ability  was  highly 
valued.  He  was  rarely,  if  ever,  an  aspirant  for 
office  for  himself,  but  as  chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  he  assisted  largely  in  the  success 
of  the  party  in  Johnston.  In  November,  1906,  he 
was  elected  councilman  from  the  Eighth  ward. 
Providence.  Mr.  Walch  is  a member  of  Manu- 
facturers Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  also  of  the  En- 
campment. He  is  a Knight  of  Pythias  of  Ivanhoe 
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Lodge,  and  a member  of  the  Sunset  Cluh  and  the 
Olneyville  Business  Men’s  Association. 

Clinton  E.  Walch  was  born  Dec.  25,  1869, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Providence,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of 
pharmacy.  In  1891  he  established  himself  in  the 
drug  business  in  Westminster  street,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  conduct  it  to  the  present,  although  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  is  required  in  the 
offices  of  the  Pocassett  Ice  Company,  in  which  he 
is  a partner  with  his  father.  iNIuch  of  the  later 
success  of  this  enterprise  is  due  to  the  up-to-date, 
progressive  business  methods  which  iMr.  Walch 
has  brought  into  it,  the  details  of  which  are  under 
his  supervision. 

Mr.  Walch  married  Miss  Lena  Helen  Sander- 
son, .daughter  of  Richard  Sanderson,  of  Providence, 
and  they  have  had  two  children  : Donald  E.,  born 
July  7,  1899;  Elizabeth  Alice,  born  Jan.  5, 
1907.  Mr.  Walch  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason, 
belonging  to  St.  John’s  Commandery.  He  is  also 
a member  of  Manufacturers  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  Encampment,  and  of  the  Sunset  Club. 

JOSEPH  A.  SHAW,  town  treasurer  and  col- 
lector of  taxes  of  the  town  of  Cranston,  R.  I., 
is  a descendant  of  Jonathan  Shaw,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  at  Plymouth  soon  after  the  ad- 
vent of  the  “Mayflower,”  his  line  of  descent  being 
as  follows : 

(I)  Jonathan  Shaw. 

(II)  Deacon  John  Shaw,  son  of  Jonathan, 
died  about  the  same  time  as  his  father. 

(TI)  Jonathan  Shaw,  son  of  Deacon  John,  was 
born  in  1663. 

(IV)  Lieutenant  Jonathan  Shaw,  son  of  Jona- 
than, was  born  in  1689,  and  was  one  of  the  build- 
ers of  Pope’s  Point  Iron  Eoundry  in  1734.  He  was 
an  officer  during  the  French  war. 

(V)  Captain  Nathaniel  Shaw,  son  of  Lieut. 
Jonathan,  was  born  in  1718,  and  was  an  officer 
during  the  Revolution. 

(VI)  Lieutenant  Joseph  Shaw,  son  of  Capt. 
Nathaniel,  had  twelve  children.  He,  too,  was  a 
soldier,  and  accidentally  broke  the  sword  used  by 
his  father  and  grandfather,  when  on  duty. 

(VII)  Nathaniel  Shaw,  son  of  Lieut.  Joseph, 
was  born  at  Carver,  and  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. He  had  a family  of  seven  children.  He 
was  accidentally  killed  by  the  fall  of  a tree. 

(VIII)  Joseph  Shaw,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
the  latter’s  youngest  son,  and  is  now  living  in 
his  ninety-third  year.  Joseph  Shaw  came  to  Rhode 
Island  about  1834.  About  1840  he  married  Harriet 
Knowles  Underwood,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Abby  (Knowles)  Underwood,  of  South  Kings- 
town. He  owned  a large  farm  adjoining  the 
present  agricultural  school,  occupied  by  his  an- 
cestors before  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade,  and  for  about  a half  a 
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century  continued  at  that  occupation  at  Natick. 
He  is  now  a resident  of  iMiddleboro,  Hass.  Jo- 
seph Shaw  and  his  wife  had  these  children ; Lucy 
Fuller,  who  married  John  C.  Potter;  Joseph  A.; 
Anna  H..  who  died  in  youth;  and  Irving  Under- 
wood. a travelling  salesman,  who  married  Susan 
Sayles.  of  Uayville,  Connecticut. 

(IX)  Joseph  A.  Shaw,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Harriet,  was  born  in  Natick,  R.  I.,  June  15,  1848. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place,  after  leaving  which  he  attended  a pri- 
vate school  presided  over  by  a iMiss  Adams  in  the 
home  of  Henry  E.  Bowen.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  went  to  work  as  a clerk  in  the  A.  & 
W.  Sprague  store  at  Natick,  and  there  remained 
for  two  or  three  years.  He  then  attended  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  East  Greenwich,  for  a year, 
and  on  his  return  therefrom  again  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Messrs.  Sprague.  He  remained  in 
their  store  at  Natick  for  about  six  years,  and  then 
went  to  their  store  at  the  Cranston  Print  Works, 
taking  the  position  of  assistant  to  the  purchasing 
agent,  O.  E.  Coleman.  In  the  autumn  of  1872 
Mr.  Shaw  left  this  firnrs  employ,  and  went  to  the 
firm  of  Gladding  Bros.,  booksellers,  as  bookkeeper. 
After  a few  months  he  vas  put  in  the  front  of  the 
store  as  a salesman,  and  he  continued  with  them 
in  that  capacity  for  about  seven  years,  wiien  the 
firm  of  Tibbetts,  Shaw  & Co.  was  formed.  Mr. 
Tibbetts  had  been  a former  clerk  of  Gladding 
Bros.  & Co.,  and  when  they  discontinued  they  were 
succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Tibbetts  & Randall.  On 
the  death  of  iMr.  Randall  Mr.  Shaw  bought  his 
interest.  Later  Tibbetts,  Shaw  & Co.,  \vere  suc- 
ceeded by  Shaw  & Swarts,  and  this  firm  continued 
until  .March,  1884,  when  they  discontinued  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Shaw  then  entered  the  Lime  Rock 
Bank  as  general  clerk,  and  the  ^Merchants’  Savings 
Bank  in  the  same  capacity.  Both  of  these  institu- 
tions went  into  liquidation  in  1893,  but  IMr.  Shaw 
continued  as  general  clerk  throughout  the  liquida- 
tion. In  October,  1883,  Mr.  Shaw  moved  to 
Cranston,  and  in  IMarch,  1902,  was  appointed  town 
treasurer  and  collector  of  taxes,  town  of  Cranston, 
to  serve  out  the  unexpired  term  caused  by  the 
death  of  Hugh  B.  Bain.  The  former  office  is 
elective,  and  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  re-elected  annu- 
ally since  that  time,  and  at  the  same  time  has  been 
reapjwinted  annually  to  the  office  of  collector  of 
taxes  by  the  town  council.  The  total  receipts  and 
payments  of  his  offices  totaled  the  sum  of  $768,- 
000  in  1905.  He  is  a Rei)ublican  in  politics,  and 
is  one  of  the  careful,  reliable  men  of  the  town  of 
Cranston,  well  fitted  in  every  way  to  perform, 
most  acceptably  as  he  does,  the  duties  of  the  offices 
to  which  the  ])eo])le  of  Cranston  have  elected  him. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Oak  Lawn  Bajitist  Church, 
and  has  been  its  clerk  for  eleven  years. 

Mr.  Shaw  married  Miss  Adelaide  Barrows, 
daughter  of  Experience  Barrows,  formerly  a 
wholesale  grocer  on  Exchange  Place,  Providence. 


They  have  had  the  following  children : Lawrence 
AIoss,  born  in  Providence,  Sept.  29,  1877,  is  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  class  of  1899,  and 
is  now  an  assistant  at  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library; 
Clifford  Joseph,  born  iMarch  21,  1879,  died  Aug. 
17,  1887;  Marjorie  M'adsworth,  born  March  24, 
1882,  is  a graduate  of  Brown  University,  class  of 
1903,  and  is  a teacher  in  the  Dover  (N.  H.)  high 
school  for  boys ; and  Adelaide  Barrows,  born  Aug. 
25,  1885,  is  a graduate  of  the  Cranston  High 
school. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  CORY,  retired  agricul- 
turist of  Portsmouth,  is  one  of  that  town’s  re- 
spected citizens  and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families  of  that  section  of  the  State.  The  Co- 
reys (Corys)  are  a southern  Rhode  Island  family, 
descending  from  William  Cory,  a house-carpenter 
and  miller  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  as 
early  as  1657,  in  which  year  he  was  granted  land 
there.  He  became  a freeman  in  the  following  year. 
He  was  deputy  in  1678,  1679  and  1680;  and  he  was 
both  a lieutenant  and  a captain  successively  in  the 
militia  of  the  town.  He  died  in  1682,  and  his 
widow,  Mary  (Earle)  Cory,  passed  away  in  1718. 
Gf  their  ten  children  five  were  sons,  namely;  John, 
William,  Thomas,  Caleb  and  Roger.  (Df  these 
John  married  and  lived  in  Portsmouth  and  Kings 
Town,  R.  L,  was  deputy  of  Kings  Town  in  1707, 
and  he  left  male  issue.  William  married  and  re- 
sided in  Portsmouth,  was  deputy  in  1695  and  1696; 
and,  too,  left  male  issue.  Thomas  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  located  in  Tiverton,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  at  its  organization,  March  2,  1692.  Some  of 
his  descendants  through  one  or  more  of  his  three 
sons,  William,  Thomas  and  Philip,  now  represent 
the  family  in  Newport  county.  Another  son 
of  the  Portsmouth  settler.  Roger  Cory,  was  of  Tiv- 
erton and  the  town  of  Richmond. 

This  Cory  family  was  pretty  well  represented 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  a family  tra- 
dition that  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Pardon  Cory, 
brothers,  came  to  the  town  of  Portsmouth  before 
the  Revolution,  and  settled  on  what  in  recent  years 
has  been  known  as  the  Joseph  E.  Alacomber  farm ; 
that  Thomas  had  served  in  a campaign  against  the 
Erench  in  Canada  before  the  Revolution,  and  that 
Samuel  assisted  in  the  capture  of  General  Prescott 
in  the  Revolution.  A similarity  of  names  running 
through  the  Tiverton  Corys  would  indicate  that 
these  Cory  brothers,  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Pardon, 
who  settled  in  Portsmouth,  were  from  Tiverton, 
descendants  of  (I)  William  through  his  son  (II) 
Thomas  and  grandson  (IH.)  Philip  Cory.  The 
records  show  that  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Pardon 
Cory  were  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  all  enrolled, 
in  September,  1776,  and  that  Samuel  and  Pardon 
were  in  the  Barton,  expedition  of  1777  G capture 
General  Prescott. 

John  Cory,  son  of  Thomas,  born  IMay  3,  1775. 
married  Nov.  25,  1802,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jo- 
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seph  Brownell,  born  June  24,  1780,  and  they  were 
residents  of  Portsmouth.  She  died  Feb.  23,  1832, 
and  he  married  (second)  Nov.  18,  1839,  Mary 
Stephens,  who  was  born  Dec.  21,  1788,  daughter 
of  John  Stephens.  His  seven  children  were  all 
born  to  the  first  marriage,  viz.:  Joseph  Brownell, 
Sept.  17,  1803;  William,  May  3,  1807  (who  died 
Feb.  17,  1808);  William,  April  8,  1814;  Abner 
Brownell,  Nov.  23,  1815;  Asa,  March  10,  1818; 
John,  Feb.  ii,  1820;  and  Henry,  June  26,  1822. 

John  Cory  in  his  younger  days  followed  a sea- 
faring life  and  sailed  from  New  London  to  the 
East  Indies  for  several  years.  After  giving  up  the 
sea  he  settled  down  to  farming  in  Newport,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  he 
died  Jnly  22,  1840.  He  was  buried  in  the  Ports- 
mouth cemetery.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and 
was  a liberal,  broad-minded  man  in  church  views. 

Joseph  Brownell  Cory,  eldest  son  of  John,  was 
born  in  Portsmouth,  Sept.  17,  1803,  was  edu- 

cated in  the  common  schools  of  the  town  and  was 
a well  read  man  for  his  day.  He  took  quite  an 
actiye  part  in  public  matters,  principally  in  the 
town  of  Portsmouth,  where  he  served  as  member 
of  the  town  council  and  as  overseer  of  roads.  The 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  his  birthplace. 
In  his  earlier  days  he  also  followed  the  sea  and  was 
captain  of  the  packet  which  plied  between  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  and  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  was  a popu- 
lar commander,  who  never  would  send  his  men 
where  he  would  not  go  himself.  After  he  gave  up 
the  sea  he  settled  down  to  farming  on  the  Henry 
Fisk  farm,  Portsmouth,  where  the  remainder  of  his 
life  was  spent.  He  died  on  his  farm  Feb.  19,  1886, 
and  was  buried  in  Portsmouth  cemetery.  He  was 
a Republican  and  was  quite  active  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  iMethodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

]Mr.  Cory  married  Aug.  5,  1830.  Sarah  Fish, 
born  in  Portsmouth,  April  10,  1803,  daughter  of 
George  and  Amy  (Childs)  Fish.  She  died  Nov. 
13,  1882,  and  was  buried  in  Portsmouth  cemetery, 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A 
good  wife  and  mother,  her  children  were;  Han- 
nah Amy,  born  Jan.  16,  1831,  who  died  Feb.  28, 
1832;  Hannah  (2),  born  in  1832,  who  died  April 
5,  1836;  and  William  Henry,  born  Nov.  22,  1834. 

William  Henry  Cory  was  born  in  Portsmouth 
Nov.  22,  1834,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  there.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming,  owning  and  operating  a tract  of  thirty- 
four  acres.  He  continued  to  farm  up  to  1890,  when 
he  rented  his  farm  and  settled  down  to  a quiet  life. 
He  now  makes  his  home  near  Sprague  street, 
Portsmouth,  where  he  and  his  devoted  wife  are 
passing  their  declining  years,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  their  former  labor.  They  both  enjoy  good  health, 
and  their  kind  and  genial  dispositions  have  won 
for  them  the  respect  of  every  one. 

iMr.  Cory  married  ]\Iay  6,  1863.  Emily  Doty, 


born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Ann  (Bishop)  Doty.  Mrs.  Cory  is  a lady 
of  refined  taste  and  very  fond  of  her  home  and 
family.  They  had  children : Helen  Josephine, 
born  June  22,  1864,  <^lied  Sept.  20,  1898,  unmarried; 
Mary  Emma,  born  Feb.  i,  1866,  married  John 
Tallman ; Sarah  D.,  born  April  5,  1870,  married 
Albert  C.  Hall;  Hattie  Amy,  born  March  6,  1870, 
married  Clarence  Edward  Brown.  The  three  sur- 
viving daughters  and  their  families  all  reside  in 
Portsmouth. 

Mr.  Cory  is  a strong  Republican,  but  has  never 
desired  to  hold  office.  A broad-minded,  liberal 
man,  of  a kind  and  generous  nature  and  domestic 
tastes,  he  has  many  warm  friends  and  is  deservedly 
popular. 

JAiMES  T.  LOCKWOOD,  town  clerk  of  the 
town  of  Warwick,  and  one  of  the  best  known  pub- 
lic men  of  Kent  county,  is  a native  of  Providence, 
born  in  that  city  May  20,  1853. 

The  Lockwood  family  in  Rhode  Island  is  de- 
scended from  (I)  Robert  Lockwood,  who  came 
from  England  about  1630,  and  settled  in  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  where  six  of  his  ten  children  were 
born.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Sus- 
anna. He  removed  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  about  1646, 
and  there  he  died  in  1658.  He  was  made  a free- 
man of  Connecticut  in  1652.  His  children  were : 
Jonathan,  Deborah,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Ephraim,  Gers- 
hom,  John,  z\bigail,  Sarah  and  Mary. 

(H)  Gershom  Lockwood,  born  Sept.  6,  1643, 
in  Watertown,  IMass.,  died  March  12,  1718-19, 
in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  whither  he  had  removed  with 
his  father  when  about  nine  years  of  age.  He  be- 
came the  principal  carpenter  and  builder  in  that 
town,  and  filled  many  offices  of  trust  and  impor- 
tance. He  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven  proprietors 
of  Greenwich,  Conn.  He  married  Lady  Ann  Mil- 
lington, from  England,  daughter  of  Lord  Milling- 
ton. She  came  to  New  England  in  pursuit  of  her 
lover,  a British  army  officer,  and  failing  to  find  him 
taught  school,  subsequently  marrying  iMr.  Lock- 
wood. 

(HI)  Abraham  Lockwood,  son  of  Gershom, 
born  about  1670,  at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  was  at  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  as  early  as  1706.  He  married  (first) 
Sarah  born  in  1673,  daughter  of  Amos  and  De- 
borah (Stafford)  Westcott;  and  (second)  Pris- 
cilla, widow  of  Jeremiah  Crandall,  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Ann  (Gorton)  Warner.  ^Ir.  Lockwood, 
as  stated,  was  an  inhabitant  of  Warwick,  as  early 
as  1706,  Dec.  27th  of  which  year  he  and  his  wife 
Sarah  sold  property  there.  He  died  in  June,  1747- 
His  wife  Priscilla  passed  away  Feb.  24.  1750.  The 
children  of  IMr.  Lockwood  and  his  wife  Sarah 
were;  Abraham,  of  Providence  and  Scituate ; 
Amos,  born  about  1695;  Adam,  of  Warwick;  De- 
borah : and  Sarah. 

(lY)  Adam  Lockwood,  son  of  Abraham  and 
Sarah  (WTstcott).  married  Dec.  24,  1734,  Sarah, 
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daughter  of  Henry  and  Hannah  Straight,  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  Their  children  were:  Ann,  born 
Nov.  17,  1735;  Sarah,  Jan.  27,  1737;  Abraham, 
.Aug.  27,  1738;  Hannah,  JMay  30,  1740;  Adam, 
Aug.  12,  1742;  Deborah,  Sept.  15,  1745;  Almy, 
Eeb.  17,  1747;  Patience,  Alarch  20,  1749;  Adam, 
June  10,  1752;  Abraham,  Oct.  5,  1754;  and  Bena- 
jah,  Nov.  20,  1757. 

(\')  Benajah  Lockwood,  son  of  Adam  and  Sa- 
rah (Straight),  born  Nov.  20,  1757,  married  Abby 
W ebb.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution,  a pri- 
vate in  1776,  in  Colonel  Elliott's  regiment. 

(\T)  Thomas  Lockwood,  son  of  Benajah,  was 
born  in  Warwick  in  1801.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  stone  mason,  and  became  a contractor  and 
builder,  doing  work  in  and  around  Warwick,  Prov- 
idence and  other  sections,  and  in  his  younger  days 
worked  in  the  South,  principally  in  Savannah,  Ga. 
He  also  did  a great  deal  of  work  for  the  Spragues 
at  their  mills.  Air.  Lockwood  owned  a tract  of 
150  acres  of  land  in  Old  Warwick,  where  he  made 
his  home  and  died  in  middle  life,  in  1851,  aged 
hfty-one  years.  He  was  buried  in  the  family  plot 
on  the  farm.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  a Whig.  Air.  Lock- 
wood  married  Lucy  Ann  Lockwood,  and  become 
the  father  of  fourteen  children:  Alary  AlacKenzie, 
who  married  Albert  Phillips ; Thomas  H. ; Benoni, 
who  died  in  Warwick;  Abby,  who  married  (first) 
John  H.  Weaver,  and  (second)  John  Searl ; Abra- 
ham ; George  Lewis,  deceased ; Russell,  deceased ; 
Lucy  Ann,  who  married  Capt.  George  T.  Searle, 
of  Apponaug,  R.  1. ; Nancy  Alaria,  who  married 
Willard  Briggs ; Elisha  P. ; Lydia  Chase,  who  mar- 
ried George  Lukers,  and  died  in  New  Jersey;  and 
three  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  died  on 
the  farm  in  1879,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery.  She,  too,  was 
a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

(\T1)  Thomas  H.  Lockwood,  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  in  Old  Warwick,  Alarch  9,  1827,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
town.  He  learned  the  trade  of  mason  with  his 
father,  and  this  he  followed  some  few  years,  prin- 
cipally for  the  A.  and  W.  Sprague  Company.  He 
then  moved  to  Providence,  and  for  several  years 
clerked  in  the  grocery  store  of  David  Andrews, 
and  when  Air.  Andrews  met  with  reverses  which 
compelled  him  to  sus])end  business.  Air.  Lockwood 
with  a partner  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for 
a short  time,  and  then  he  took  his  family  to  New 
Jersey,  locating  at  Tappan,  Bergen  county,  the  for- 
mer home  of  his  wife,  where  he  engaged  in  veneer 
cutting.  In  i86r  he  returned  to  his  native  place, 
and  resumed  his  trade  of  mason.  He  built  a home 
in  ( )ld  AA'arwick,  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  Leb.  10,  1906,  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Bray  ton's  cemetery  at  Ap])onaug.  He  was 
a man  of  integrity  and  of  high  icleals.  As  a mem- 
ber of  the  Alethodist  Church  he  was  ever  active 


in  Church  work.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig.  In 
Bergen  county,  N.  J.,  he  married  Aliss  Adaline 

A.  Titus,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  Titus.  She 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Alethodist  Church  Nov.  18, 
1889,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Brayton’s  cemetery. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely : 
Amanda  A.,  who  married  John  Waterman,  and 
died  Dec.  4,  1901  ; James  Thomas;  and  Eliza  Eva- 
line,  deceased  wife  of  Edwin  Dunbar. 

(\  HI)  James  T.  Lockwood,  son  of  Thomas 
H.,  removed  with  his  parents  to  New  Jersey  when 
quite  young,  later  (in  1861)  returning  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  he  attended  school  in  the  Old  Warwick 
schools  and  in  Jencks  Alowry's  preparatory  school 
at  Alt.  Pleasant  where  he  fitted  for  Brown  Univer- 
sity. He  was  graduated  from  the  University  in  the 
class  of  1876,  and  for  the  following  four  years 
taught  school  in  Rhode  Island  and  in  Hillsdale,  N. 
J.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  Colwell  & Colt,  Providence,  where  he  studied 
law.  In  1883  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode 
Island,  after  which  he  became  clerk  in  the  Attor- 
ney General's  office,  when  Col.  Samuel  P.  Colt 
was  assistant  Attorney  General,  and  also  served  in 
the  same  capacity  during  the  administration  of  Col. 
Colt  as  Attorney  General  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
June,  1887,  Air.  Lockwood  was  elected  town  clerk 
of  Warwick,  succeeding  in  that  office  the  late  John 

B.  Allen,  who  was  the  incumbent  for  a short  time 
after  the  death  of  Air.  Rinaldo  Hoyle.  Eor  the  past 
twenty  years  Air.  Lockwood  has  performed  the 
duites  of  that  office  with  credit  and  general  satis- 
faction. He  is  a faithful  and  efficient  public  ser- 
vant, and  is  courteous  and  accommodating  to  all. 
He  is  also  clerk  of  the  town  council,  and  a clerk  of 
the  Probate  court. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Lockwood  belongs  to  Harmony 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  at  Pawtuxet ; Landmark 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Alasons ; Calvary  Comman- 
dery,  K.  T.,  Providence;  and  Palestine  Temple, 
Alystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a firm  be- 
liever in  Republican  principles. 

On  Oct.  21,  1886,  Air.  Lockwood  was  married 
in  AA’arwick  to  Alice  K.  Smith,  of  Providence, 
daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Alary  A.  (Knowles) 
Smith,  the  former  of  whom  died  Nov.  ii,  1906. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Ernest 
L.  (born  Alarch  9,  1889)  and  Harold  C.  (born 
Alay  21,  1891),  both  now  in  school. 

HENRY  R.  HILL,  one  of  the  leading  and  well- 
known  citizens  of  North  Providence,  is  a descend- 
ant of  the  Foster  branch  of  the  old  Hill  family  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Hill,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Foster.  R.  I.,  where  he  followed  the  occupations 
of  farmer  and  wheelwright,  and  where  he  died  at 
an  advanced  age.  Although  he  had  only  a district 
school  education,  such  as  was  customarily  given 
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to  boys  in  his  time,  he  was  so  expert  a mathema- 
tician that  he  had  more  than  local  fame,  no  prob- 
lem seeming  too  difficult’for  him  to  solve.  He  held 
a few  of  the  minor  offices  of  the  town,  and  was  a 
man  much  esteemed  and  respected.  He  married 
Hannah  Gorton,  a descendant  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Gorton,  and  their  children  were : Allen,  Jonathan, 
Tolman,  Sheldon  and  Gorton. 

Sheldon  Hill,  son  of  Jonathan  and  father  of 
Henry  R.,  was  born  in  Foster,  R.  I.,  March  28, 
1800.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  wheelwright,  which  calling  he  followed 
throughout  western  Rhode  Island  and  eastern  Con- 
necticut. He  was  especially  skillful  with  sharp 
tools  and  made  much  of  the  furniture  found  in  his 
own  and  neighboring  houses.  For  many  years  he 
resided  at  Moosup,  in  the  town  of  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  where  in  addition  to  his  trade  he  followed 
farming.  About  1850  he  removed  to  Jewett  City, 
in  the  town  of  Griswold,  Conn.,  and  there  had  re- 
sided but  a very  short  time  when  his  death  occurred, 
Oct.  10,  1850.  His  remains  were  interred  at 
Moosup.  He  married  Mercy  Waterman  Randall, 
who  was  born  in  Foster,  R.  I.,  Oct.  24,  1804,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Patience  (Anthony)  Randall, 
and  she  died  Feb.  3,  1865.  Their  children  were: 
(i)  Edwin  Allen,  born  Sept.  27,  1825,  married, 
May  16,  1852,  Sarah  J.  Farrar,  and  resided  in 
East  Killingly,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a physician, 
and  where  he  died  May  30,  1896.  (2)  Laura  An- 

thony, born  June  4,  1827,  married  Nov.  25,  1850, 
William  P.  Young,  a farmer  in  Glasgo,  town  of 
Griswold,  Conn.  (3)  William  Riley,  born  March 
8,  1829,  died  March  18,  1829.  (4)  Sarah  Ann, 

born  March  21,  1830,  married.  May  2,  1852,  Ben- 
jamin R.  Curtis,  and  resides  at  Peace  Dale,  R.  I. 
(5)  Minerva  Alercelia,  born  Dec.  4,  1835,  is  the 
widow  of  George  W.  Burdick,  and  resides  at 
Providence.  (6)  Henry  Randall  was  born  Dec.  4, 
1837-  (7)  Alatilda  Louisa,  born  July  26,  1840, 

married  John  W.  Westcott,  and  died  in  Worcester, 
Mass.  (8)  Maria  Almira,  born  Oct.  10,  1843, 
married  (first)  Horace  P.  Young  and  (second) 
Joseph  Barrett,  and  died  at  Orange,  N.  J.,  Jan. 
7,  1887.  (9)  Mary  Emily,  born  May  13,  1846,  mar- 
ried, May  13,  1866,  James  Carpenter,  of  Peace 
Dale,  Rhode  Island. 

Henry  Randall  Hill,  son  of  Sheldon,  was  born 
in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  was  about  thirteen  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Jewett  City. 
His  early  education  was  received  partly  in  the 
public  schools  of  Plainfield  and  at  Plainfield 
Academy,  at  which  latter  institution  he  spent  two 
years  under  the  well-known  teacher,  Lucien  Bur- 
leigh. He  also  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Griswold,  Conn.,  four  years,  the  Connecticut  Liter- 
ary Institute,  at  Suffiefd,  Conn.,  and  took  a special 
course  of  three  years  at  Brown  University,  gradu- 
ating in  1867.  During  the  time  of  his  preparation 
for  college  he  earned  the  funds  to  defray  his  ex- 


penses by  working  as  a weaver  in  the  old  Slater 
Mill,  at  Jewett  City,  becoming  an  overseer  of 
weaving,  and  later  he  taught  school  in  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island.  It  was  his  intention  to  take  up 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  he  prepared  himself 
accordingly  at  Brown,  but  circumstances  over 
which  he  had  no  control  caused  him  to  abandon  his 
intention.  Two  years  after  he  left  school  he  was 
married,  and  in  1872  he  moved  to  North  Provi- 
dence and  located  on  his  present  farm,  which  was 
a part  of  the  estate  of  his  father-in-law,  and  where 
he  has  since  resided,  engaged  as  a general  farmer. 

Mr.  Hill  is  a Republican  in  his  political  faith, 
but  does  not  bind  himself  to  party  ties  in  local 
elections.  He  has  taken  a very  active  and  leading 
part  in  town  affairs,  and  has  held  many  positions 
of  trust  and  honor.  Fie  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  school  committee  for  thirty  years,  and  five 
years  as  superintendent  of  schools;  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  town  council  of  North  Providence  for 
several  terms ; has  also  served  as  assessor  of  taxes ; 
and  for  five  years  he  was  overseer  of  the  poor. 
Fraternally  he  - is  a member  of  Roger  Williams 
Lodge,  No.  32,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Centredale.  In 
Roger  Williams  Baptist  Churdi,  of  which  he  has 
long  been  a member,  he  has  served  as  deacon,  and 
he  is  deeply  interested  in  any  movement  of  a re- 
ligious nature,  as  well  as  in  any  that  will  be  of  bene- 
fit to  his  town  or  community. 

On  Sept.  7,  1869,  Mr.  Hill  was  married  to 
Sarah  Annie  Pray,  who  was  born  in  East  Killingly, 
Conn.,  March  27,  1845,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Angell)  Pray  (the  former  a well- 
known  manufacturer),  and  granddaughter  of  An- 
drew and  Charlotte  (Cook)  Angell.  Andrew  An- 
gell was  a son  of  Job,  grandson  of  Jeremiah,  great- 
grandson  of  Thomas,  whose  father,  John,  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  Angell,  the  ancestor  of  all  those 
bearing  the  name  in  Rhode  Island,  and  who  came 
to  this  country  with  Roger  Williams.  Mrs.  Hill 
received  a portion  of  her  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Killingly,  later  attending  Austin's 
School  for  Young  Women  in  Providence,  and  she 
acquired  among  other  branches  of  education  much 
proficiency  in  music,  both  instrumental  and  vocal. 
She  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  her  father 
disposed  of  his  mill  interests  in  Killingly  and  re- 
moved to  Providence,  where  he  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  cotton.  Two  years  later  she  was  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  North  Providence,  which  place 
was  her  home  the  rest  of  her  life.  She  died  sud- 
denly June  29,  1903,  in  her  fifty-ninth  year.  A 
woman  of  decided  character,  high  aims  and  marked 
ability,  she  was  exceedingly  devoted  to  her  home 
and  family,  was  quite  active  in  temperance  and 
religious  work,  was  president  and  secretary  of  the 
Yk  C.  T.  U.  for  some  years,  and  for  twelve  years 
was  a teacher  in  the  Roger  Williams  Baptist  Sun- 
day-school. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  were  born  two 
children,  namely : Annie  Carlottie,  who  married 
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George  ]\1.  Bailey,  and  resides  at  the  liome  farm  in 
Nortli  Providence;  and  Carrie  Josephine,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years. 

BOLSTER  (Cumberland  family).  Persons 
bearing  the  name  Bolster  are  found  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  in  the  town  of  Ux- 
bridge, Hass.,  having  come,  it  is  said,  from  Eng- 
land. The  records  of  the  family  are  meager.  Erag- 
mentary  records  of  the  family  of  Isaac  and  his 
wives,  Abigail  and  Hepsibah,  have  been  preserved. 
Two  of  his  sons  by  Hepsibah,  Isaac  and  William, 
were  in  the  Colonial  service  between  1755  and 
1761  and  later  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the 
former  serving  as  lieutenant  and  captain,  respec- 
tively. Isaac  later  removed  to  Hebron,  and  in  1784 
settled  in  Paris,  Maine. 

Here  in  Rhode  Island  in  several  of  the  towns 
of  Providence  county  have  lived  at  least  for  a time 
some  bearing  the  name  of  Bolster.  Richard  Bol- 
ster and  his  wife  Anna  have  recorded  to  them  in 
the  town  of  Glocester  (the  eldest  of  whom  was 
born  in  Smithfield)  the  following  children:  Asahel, 
born  Aug.  29,  1742;  Abigail,  May  9,  1745;  Rich- 
ard, Sept.  28,  1747;  John,  Sept.  26,  1749;  Lot, 
Eeb.  22,  1752;  and  Isaac,  Eeb.  19,  1754. 

One  branch  of  the  Bolster  family  lived  for  a 
time  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  this  State,  where  was 
born  June  27,  1847,  present  William  H.  Bol- 
ster, who  for  so  many  years  has  been  one  of  the 
substantial  men  and  useful  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Cumberland,  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of 
his  locality.  Mr.  Bolster  is  a great-grandson  of 
Isaac  Bolster,  and  a grandson  of  Rufus  Bolster, 
who  was  born  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  engaged  in 
farming,  and  earh'  in  life  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he 
continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  through- 
out his  active  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  in  Pleasant  Plains,  111.  He  married  Ruth 
Staples,  of  Uxbridge,  :\lass.,  and  their  children 
were:  .Maria,  who  is  deceased;  Sarah,  born  in 
1819,  who  died  ISIay  5,  1903;  Daniel  James;  Mary, 
born  Eeb.  15,  1824,  who  is  living  in  Providence, 
R.  1.;  ^lowry  X.,  born  Aug.  2,  1829,  who  died 
March  9,  1902,  at  his  home  in  IMontgomery  county, 
IMc. ; and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  James  Bolster  was  born  in  1821,  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  Bellingham,  Mass., 
in  August,  1850,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade.  On  Nov.  2,  1845 
(intention  given  Oct.  12,  1845),  married  Susan 
Emeline  Thayer,  who  was  born  Nov.  7,  1823,  in 
Bellingham,  IMass.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Lyman 
Thayer,  of  that  place,  and  died  IMay  16,  1894,  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
children,  Daniel  and  William  Henry.  Of  these 
two  sons,  Daniel  Bolster  died  in  \ alley 
I'alls.  R.  I.,  in  1896.  Eor  about  twenty  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  re})ortorial  and  advertising  de- 
partments of  the  M'orcester  (Mass.)  Gazette. 
Then  for  about  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 


jewelry  business  in  Pali  River,  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  \\  indie  & Bolster.  He  married  Sophia 
Windle,  of  Providence.  » 

IMrs.  Susan  Emeline  (Thayer)  Bolster  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  IMas- 
sachusetts,  the  progenitor  of  which  was  Thomas 
Thayer,  who  came  from  Braintree,  County  of  Es- 
sex, England,  it  is  said  by  the  family,  in  1630, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife  Margery  and  their  three 
sons,  Thomas,  Eerdinanda  and  Shadrach.  He  set- 
tled in  Braintree  and  in  1636  became  a freeman  and 
owner  of  land.  Erom  this  emigrant  settler  the 
lineage  of  William  H.  Bolster  is  through  Eerdi- 
nanda Thayer  and  his  wife  Huldah  (Hayward), 
the  former  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Mendon,  IMass.,  Isaac  Thayer  and  his  wife  Mary 
or  IMercy  (Ward),  of  Alendon,  Ebenezer  Thayer 
and  his  wife  IMary  (Wheelock),  of  Bellingham, 
Mass.,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Thayer  and  his  wife  Han- 
nah (Greene),  of  Bellingham,  Lieut.  Elias  Thayer 
and  his  wife  Hannah  (Ellis),  of  Bellingham,  Lieut. 
Elias  T.  Thayer  and  his  wife  Ruth  (Staples), 
of  Bellingham,  and  Capt.  Lyman  Thayer  and  his 
wife  Rachel  (Thayer),  of  Bellingham,  who  were 
the  parents  of  l\Irs.  Susan  Emeline  (Thayer)  Bol- 
ster. 

William  Henry  Bolster  was  born  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  was  an  infant  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Bellingham,  Mass.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old.  His  widowed  mother  then  removed  to 
Burrillville,  R.  I.,  where  the  youth  engaged  in 
farming,  continuing  to  be  employed  thus  for  a year 
and  a half,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  a mill 
for  about  six  months.  He  then  went  to  Millbury, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  Atlanta 
Woolen  Mill,  and  during  the  period  of  his  services 
in  that  establishment  attended  commercial  school 
in  the  winter  at  WMrcester,  ]\Iass.  In  1869  he  went 
to  Blackstone,  IMass.,  where  he  became  a clerk  in 
a store  known  as  The  Arcade,  remaining  there  m 
that  capacity  for  five  years.  In  1874  he  went  to 
Saundersville,  IMass.,  as  a clerk  for  Ezekiel  Fow- 
ler, in  whose  employ  he  continued  for  three  years, 
by  the  end  of  which  period  he  had  determined  to 
embark  in  business  on  his  own  account.  Accord- 
ingly,  in  the  'year  1877,  he  came  to  Valley  Falls. 
R.  I.,  and  on  Broad  street  opened  a dry  goods  and 
notion  store.  By  1884  his  patronage  had  expanded 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  built  and  removed  to 
the  large  business  block  he  now  owns,  and  in  which 
he  conducted  the  business  successfully  until  May, 
1895,  when  he  retired  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
life,  selling  his  establishment  to  P.  H.  Smith,  who 
carried  it  on  for  about  eight  years.  By  tact,  en- 
ergy and  unceasing  efifort  Mr.  Bolster  prospered 
in  commercial  life,  retiring  with  a well-earned  com- 
petence. He  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world, 
for  the  untimely  death  of  his  father  made  it  nec- 
essary for  him  to  look  to  his  own  resources  at  an 
early  age,  and  he  has  supported  himself  since  he 
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was  fourteen.  His  ability  and  trustworthiness 
have  been  recognized  h}'  his  fellow  citizens  in  a 
most  substantial  manner,  iNir.  Bolster  having  been 
selected  to  represent  his  adopted  town — Cumber- 
land— in  the  General  Assembly  in  the  sessions  of 
1895  and  1896.  He  is  a stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  views. 

On  Nov.  I,  1882,  i\lr.  Bolster  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Esther  i\l.  Esten,  daughter  of  Joseph 
F.  Esten,  of  Southbridge,  iMass.,  and  they  have 
had  three  children : ( i ) William  Arthur,  born 

Feb.  4,  1884,  in  \'alley  Falls,  is  a sign  painter  by 
trade  and  follows  that  business  in  Woonsocket,  R. 
I.  He  is  a member  of  the  Children,  of  the  American 
Revolution,  Commodore  Abraham  Whipple  Soci- 
ety. (2)  Marion  Isabel,  born  Feb.  15,  1886,  in 
Valley  Falls,  died  Dec.  15,  1894.  (3)  Herbert 

Raymond,  born  Nov.  24,  1887,  in  \Alley  Falls,  was 
graduated  from  Bryant  & Stratton's  Business  Col- 
lege at  Providence  in  June,  1906.  and  is  now  em- 
ployed as  a stenographer  and  typewriter  in  the 
road  master's  office  of  the  Xew  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  Railroad  at  Providence.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Children  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Commodore  Abraham  Whipple  Society. 

j\lr.  Bolster  is  affiliated  with  the  Universalist 
Church,  while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist denomination.  }klr.  Bolster  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1871,  be- 
coming a member  of  Blackstone  River  Lodge,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Blackstone.  Mass.,  and  he  also  be- 
longs to  Canonchet  Tribe,  No.  lO,  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men,  of  Valley  Falls. 

HON.  JOHN  B.  TAYLOR,  formerly  State 
Senator  and  now  town  clerk  of  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  was  born  Aug.  i,  1863,  at  Little  Compton, 
and  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and  distin- 
guished families  of  Newport  county. 

Robert  Taylor,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Rhode 
Island,  was  at  Newport  as  early  as  1655,  in  which 
year  he  was  made  a freeman.  In  November,  1646, 
he  married  iMary  Hodges,  of  Scituate,  iMass.,  and 
they  had  seven  children. 

John  Taylor,  son  of  Robert,  was  born  in  June, 
1657-58,  and  he  with  his  younger  brother,  Peter, 
came  to  Little  Compton,  where  John  acquired  land 
on  the  west  Main  road.  Here  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life,  dying  June  9,  1747.  In  1681  he  married 

Abigail  , born  in  1660.  who  died  Sept.  16, 

1720,  and  they  had  these  children:  Mary,  born 
Oct.  25,  1682;  Anna,  Sept.  16.  1686;  Margaret, 
July,  1688;  Lydia,  April  16,  1691;  John,  Jan.  7, 
1694;  Robert,  in  December.  1695:  and  Philip,  May 
13,  1697  (died  Oct.  10,  1739)- 

Robert  Taylor,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  De- 
cember, 1695,  in  the  town  of  Little  Compton,  where 
he  spent  his  life  following  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  died  in  July,  1770.  He  was  married  by  Rev. 
Richard  Billings  to  Deborah  Taylor,  who  died 
Aug.  4,  1729.  Their  children  were:  Abigail,  born 


25,  1720;  Eunice,  March  12,  1723;  Robert, 
1726;  and  Gideon,  iMay  15,  1729.  Mr. 
Taylor  married  (second)  .May  2*1,  1732,  Rebecca 
Rouse,  born  Nov.  29,  1705.  Their  children  were: 
James,  born  Feb.  3,  i733Alied  Aug.  27,  1736 ; Deb- 
orah and  Rebecca,  twins,  born  Feb.  9,  1736; 
James  (2)  and  Joanna,  twins,  born  Jan.  21,  1739; 
and  yiary,  born  yiay  18,  1743. 

Gideon  Taylor,  son  of  Robert,  was  l)orn  May 
1 729-  at  Little  Compton,  where  he  became  a 
land  holder  and  passed  his  whole  life,  dying  Julv 
II,  1790.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  the 
Commons.  On  Jan.  18,  1753,  he  married  Alary 
Brownell,  born  Aug.  8,  1735,  and  they  had  children 
as  follows:  George,  born  [une  27.  1754;  Eunice, 
Alay  I,  1756;  Abigail,  Nov.  12,  1758;  Deborah, 
Oct  20,  1760  (died  Sept.  I2,  1807)  ; Andrew,  Nov. 
18,  1763;  Alary,  Oct.  28,  1767  (died  Dec.  3,  1847)  1 
Robert,  Feb.  13,  1771  ; and  Simeon,  Alay  7,  1774. 

Simeon  Taylor,  son  of  Gideon,  was  born  Alay 
7’  1/74'  at  Little  Compton,  where  he  made  his 
home,  and  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He 
owned  the  land  now  known  as  the  Follen  Bebee 
farm  on  the  West  Road,  on  which  he  died  June  17. 
1835,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried by  Rev.  Alase  Shepard,  Oct.  13,  1799,  to  Alary 
Ann  Jones,  born  in  Wales,  daughter  of  George  and 
Phebe  Jones.  The  children  born  to  this  marriage 
were  as  follows:  Keziah,  born  Oct.  4,  1801  ; John 
Bevins,  Oct.  30,  1803 ; Alary  Ann,  Nov.  2,  1805  : 
Francis  Alalbone,  Alarch  31,  1809;  Abby  Alaria, 
Feb.  26,  1811;  Alexander  Wellington,  Alay  15, 
1815  ; and  George  Alilford,  Sept.  15,  1817. 

George  Alilford  Taylor,  son  of  Simeon  and 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1817,  on 
the  west  Alain  road.  Little  Compton.  He  grew  up 
on  the  homestead,  and  was  educated  in  the  neigh- 
borhood schools,  and  was  a school  teacher  for  sev- 
eral years.  After  his  marriage  he  bought  wbat  was 
known  as  the  Judge  William  Wilbor  farm,  where 
he  remained  until  1862.  He  then  sold  out  and 
came  to  the  South  Shore  road,  where  he  purchased 
a tract  of  fifty-seven  acres,  known  as  the  David 
Shaw  farm.  Here  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  engaged  in  farming,  and  here  he  died  Feb. 
14,  1872,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at 
the  Commons.  He  was  a man  of  upright  character 
and  sterling  qualities.  He  never  sought  office,  al- 
though he  was  one  who  was  well  qualified  for 
any  positian  within  the  gift  of  his  native  town.  On 
Oct.  30,  1844,  he  married  Sarah  J.  Dean,  born  at 
Berkley,  Alass.,  March  29,  1823.  daughter  of  Capt. 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Tew)  Dean.  Airs.  Taylor 
is  a descendant  of  the  Durfee  and  other  prominent 
old  families  of  New  England.  She  still  survives, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  As- 
sonet,  Alassachusetts. 

The  children  of  George  Alilford  Taylor  and 
wife  were  as  follows:  George  Francis,  born  Dec. 
2,  1845,  married  Dec.  25.  1869,  to  Sarah  A. 
Brownell,  daughter  of  George  T.  Brownell,  of  Lit- 
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tie  Compton ; Josephine  Elizabeth,  boi'ii  Feb.  17, 
1848,  died  July  6,  1864;  Harriet  jMilford,  born 
Hay  5,  1850,  was  married  at  Little  Compton,  Sept. 
II,  1872,  to  Francis  Wells  Simmons,  and  he  died 
March  22,  1884;  iMary  Jane,  born  July  29,  1852, 
was  married  Uct.  20,  1869,  to  Thomas  Warren 
Kempton,  and  he  died  Nov.  16,  1899;  Elmina 
Dean,  born  i\iay  19,  1855,  was  married  Nov.  24, 
1875,  to  George  Darius  Hubbard,  of  Concord, 
iMass. ; Andrew  Simeon,  born  July  18,  185^,  was 
married  Nov.  25,  1889,  to  Mary  Priscilla  White 
(who  now  resides  in  Providence,  R.  I.),  and  dieci 
Jan.  21,  1892;  John  Bevans ; and  Albert  Joseph, 
born  June  5,  1866,  married  Sarah  Jane  Carton,  of 
Little  Compton. 

John  Bevans  Taylor  was  born  in  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  Aug.  I,  1863.  On  May  5,  1897,  he  married 
Susie  iMarion  iMarble,  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and 
Susan  (Carleton)  IMarble,  born  at  Southbridge, 
Mass.,  Feb.  10,  1866,  and  a medical  student  and 
graduate  nurse  of  the  Rhode  Island  Homeopathic 
Hospital  at  Providence,  R.  I.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Jefferson  Street  Baptist  Church  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  in  Plolmes’  Commercial  Col- 
lege, Fall  River,  Mass.  In  1884  and  1885  he  was 
bookkeeper  in  the  meat  department  of  the  Lonsdale 
Company,  Lonsdale,  R.  I.  He  was  elected  a represen- 
tative to  the  General  Assembly  from  Little  Comp- 
ton, in  April,  1887,  and  Senator  in  April,  1888. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  express  business  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  from  1889  to  1892;  and  on  the  death 
of  his  brother  Andrew,  returned  to  the  homestead 
farm,  and  engaged  in  the  raising  of-'poultry.  In 
1897  he  was  elected  an  assessor  of  taxes,  and  has 
been  clerk  of  the  Board  from  1899  to  the  present 
time  (1907).  In  1897  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Rhode  Island  Stone  Bridge, 
and  served  until  the  bridge  was  taken  by  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  to  be  superseded  by  the  present 
structure.  He  was  elected  Town  Treasurer  in  1899; 
in  1900  the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Collector  of 
Taxes  were  consolidated,  and  he  was  elected  to  both 
offices,  declining  a re-election  the  next  year.  In 
1901.  when  the  resignation  (caused  by  illness)  of 
the  late  h'rederick  R.  Brownell,  town  clerk,  was 
accepted.  Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  to  this  office, 
which  he  has  creditably  filled  ever  since,  and  since 
1901  be  has  also  been  Librarian,  and  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Little  Comiiton  Free  Public  Library. 
T'raternally  he  belongs  to  Concord  Lodge  No.  212, 
I.  D.  O.  of  Concord  junction.  Mass.;  and  is  a 
member  of  Weetamoe  Encampment.  No.  i8,  T.  O. 
().  F.,  at  Adamsville.  R.  I.,  of  winch  he  is  a Past 
Chief  Patriarch.  In  jiolitics  he  is  a Republican 
with  independent  tendencies. 

ALEXANDER  C.  KENYON,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  and  successful  farmers  of  ITopkinton, 
is  a son  of  Gardner  Simon  Kenyon,  who  was  one 


of  the  oldest  and  best  known  residents  of  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island. 

Benjamin  Kenyon,  his  great-grandfather,  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  in  1820  with  all  his  family  except 
Simon,  and  died  there  soon  afterward,  of  the 
ague. 

Simon  Kenyon,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  also  a 
native  of  Hopkinton,  and  during  his  early  life  fol- 
lowed farming  there,  at  Canonchet,  later  carting 
goods  from  the  mills  at  Hope  Valley,  with  an  ox- 
team.  He  was  deacon  of  the  Rockville  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church,  and  a ^Vhig  in  political  senti- 
ment. He  married  Mary  Brightman,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Thankful  (Nye)  Brightman,  and  to 
them  was  born  a family  of  ten  children,  namely : 
Matthew  Stillman,  born  Aug.  23,  1811;  Gardner 
.Simon,  who  is  mentioned  below ; Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; Sarah,  who  married 
Stephen  Austin;  Thankful,  who  married  (first) 
Nelson  Burdick  and  (second)  George  A.  Bab- 
cock ; Esther,  who  married  Stanton  Austin ; Ben- 
jamin, deceased ; Augustus,  deceased;  Emeline, 
who  married  James  R.  Edwards ; and  Adaline,  who 
married  Orrin  Scott  Collins. 

Matthew  Stillman  Kenyon,  eldest  in  the  family 
of  Simon  and  Mary  (Brightman)  Kenyon,  was 
named  for  Rev.  Matthew  Stillman.  He  is  still 
active  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years,  has  voted 
for  seventeen  Presidents,  and  walked  from  his  home 
to  the  polls  to  vote  for  Theodore  Roosevelt.  From 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  in  which  for  many 
years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  deacon.  Mr.  Ken- 
yon passed  his  boyhood  in  Hopkinton,  and  there 
married,  for  his  first  wife,  Abby  Austin,  daughter 
of  Champlin  Austin.  Five  children  were  born  to 
that  union,  namely : George  Stillman,  who  is  de- 
ceased; Aldrich  Champlin,  who  married  (first) 
Adelia  Denison  and  (second)  Kate  Chapman;  Ann 
Maria ; John  Greene,  who  married  Elizabeth  Lar- 
kin ; and  Mary  Caroline,  who  married  I.  C.  Chap- 
man. Mr.  Kenyon’s  second  marriage  was  to  Lucy 
Ann  Irish,  daughter  of  George  Irish,  and  they  had 
two  children;  M.  Herbert  (born  Nov.  13,  1853) 
and  Abbie  Emeline. 

Gardner  Simon  Kenyon,  second  in  the  family  of 
Simon  and  Mary  (Brightman)  Kenyon,  was  born 
in  Canonchet,  town  of  Hopkinton,  Nov.  23,  1816. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  Gates  district 
school.  In  early  life  he  was  employed  at  charcoal 
burning  and  in  the  wood  business,  anti  from  i860 
to  the  close  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming,  having 
moved  that  year  to  the  Thomas  Clarke  farm,  where 
he  ever  afterward  resided,  with  his  son  Alexander 
C.  The  residence  was  built  by  IMr.  Kenyon  in 
1866.  He  was  industrious  and  (irosperous,  and 
though  he  led  a quiet  life  his  influence  was  for 
good  and  exerted  whenever  he  had  opportunity. 
His  death  occurred  June  19,  1906.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Second  Hopkinton  Sev- 
enth Day  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  served  many 
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years  as  deacon.  He  was  originally  identified  with 
the  Whig  party  in  political  issues,  and  in  time 
joined  the  Republicans. 

On  Feb.  12,  1843,  Kenyon  was  united  in 
marriage,  by  Elder  John  Greene,  to  Harriet  E. 
Burdick,  daughter  of  Gardiner  Burdick,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  born  as  follows : 
Alexander  Campbell,  was  born  April  12,  1844; 
Gardner  S.,  Jr.,  born  May  10,  1846,  died  of  typhoid 
at  his  father’s  home  Nov.  8,  1861  ; Henry  Gillette, 
born  June  13,  1848,  is  a farmer  of  Hopkinton ; 
George  Alva,  born  Jan.  30,  1853,  died  Feb.  23, 
1905;  Albertie  D.,  born  Oct.  12,  1857,  is  a resident 
of  Knightsville,  R.  I.  ^ The  mother  of  this  family, 
born  May  2,  1823,  passed  away  Dec.  26,  1896, 
and  is  buried  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery,  Ashaway. 

Alexander  Campbell  Kenyon,  eldest  son  of 
Gardner  S.  Kenyon,  was  born  April  12,  1844,  in 
Hopkinton,  and  received  his  schooling  in  the  Gates 
district  and  in  Hopkinton  Academy.  Farming  has 
been  his  life  work,  and  he  has  succeeded  beyond 
the  average,  his  intelligence  and  effective  methods 
working  gratifying  results.  He  has  been  active  in 
town  affairs  as  a stanch  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  many  years  gave  able  service  as 
assessor  of  taxes,  and  as  road  supervisor.  Mr. 
Kenyon  first  united  with  the  Rockville  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church,  but  is  now  a member  of  the  Second 
Hopkinton  Church  of  that  denomination,  is  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  church,  and  has  also  been  presi- 
dent of  the  society  for  years. 

On  Sept.  12,  1868,  Alexander  C.  Kenyon  was 
married  to  Mary  Shepard  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
Noyes  Denison  and  Susan  S.  (Wilbur)  Wheeler, 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren, viz.:  (i)  Walter  Davis,  born  March  8, 

1870,  married  j\Iarch  8,  1894,  Evangeline  Canfield, 
of  Scio,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  had  five  children, 
George  C.,  Walter  A.,  Lawrence  W.,  Simon  K.  and 
Kenneth  E.  (2)  Gardiner  Burdick,  born  Nov.  15, 

1871,  married  Annie  Bellamy.  He  prepared  for 
college  at  Hopkinton  Academy,  and  was  graduated 
from  Alfred  University  iii  1896,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  becoming  principal  of  Hopkinton  high  school, 
and  remaining  in  that  position  for  two  years.  He 
read  law  in  the  office  of  A.  B.  Crafts,  of  Westerly, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  is  now  a practicing 
attorney  in  Providence.  (3)  Charles  Noyes,  born 
July  17,  1873,  married  Grace  ]\I.  Crandall,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  Howard  C.,  born  Jan  17, 
1900;  Ralph  Shepard,  born  June  3,  1903;  and 
Grant  Vincent,  born  Nov.  17,  1905.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kenyon  also  have  a foster  child,  Mabel 
Constance,  born  Dec.  i,  1886,  and  now  engaged  as 
a school  teacher. 

Airs.  Alary  S.  (Wheeler)  Kenyon  is  a descend- 
ant in  the  ninth  generation  from  Thomas  Wheeler, 
of  Lynn,  Alass.,  1635,  Stonington,  Conn.,  1667, 
through  Isaac,  Isaac,  Thomas,  Isaac,  Isaac,  Timothy 
S.  and  Noyes  Denison  Wheeler.  Timothy  S. 
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Wheeler,  her  grandfather,  married  Dec.  12,  1796, 
Lucy  Grant,  and  they  had  nine  children : Sally,  born 
June  26,  1798,  married  Benjamin  Carr;  Lucy  A., 
born  July  29,  1800,  died  in  October,  1800;  Eunice 
G.,  born  Aug.  23,  1801,  married  Noyes  Wells  Ken- 
yon; Esther  Cole,  born  Alay  15,  1804,  died  Aug.  12, 
1887;  Joseph  Swan,  born  Sept.  23,  1807,  married 
Hannah  Burdick;  Lucy  Grant,  born  Eeb.  20,  1811, 
died  in  September,  1901  ; Adeline,  born  Oct.  28, 
1814,  married  W elcome  C.  Burdick,  and  died  Sept. 
2,  1897;  Noyes  Denison  was  born  Jan.  31,  1818; 
and  Alary  Eliza,  born  July  17,  1822,  married  John 
Segar  Champlin. 

Noyes  Denison  Wheeler,  father  of  Airs.  Ken- 
yon, was  born  Jan.  31,  1818,  and  died  Nov.  13, 
1901.  He  passed  most  of  his  long  and  useful  life 
in  Hopkinton,  and  being  well  educated  taught 
school  in  early  life.  He  was  a member  of  the  First 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  and  served  the  con- 
gregation many  years  as  clerk.  On  Nov.  23,  1844, 
he  married  Susan  S.  Wilbur,  and  their  family  com- 
prised eleven  children : Lucy  Grant  is  deceased ; 
Charles  P.  W.  married  Amanda  J.  Fenner;  Alary 
S.  married  Alexander  C.  Kenyon ; Eugene  Deni- 
son married  Ella  Larkin,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Charles  N.  and  Everett  E. ; Sarah  Esther  is  de- 
ceased; Jessie  Fremont  is  deceased;  Thomas  E. 
married  Caroline  Hopkins,  and  had  one  child, 
Noyes  D. ; Lucy  Grant  (2)  married  Heman  J. 
Holdredge,  and  they  have  three  children,  Susie  E., 
Herman  and  Jessie;  Alartha  J.  married  W'alter  C. 
Alorgan,  of  Alystic,  Conn. ; Henry  Jesse  marrieci 
Katharine  Babcock,  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy  ; 
and  Erank  C.,  of  Alystic,  Connecticut. 

Flenry  Gillette  Kenyon,  third  son  of  Gardner 
S.  Kenyon,  born  June  13,  1848,  was  married  Eeb. 
17,  1873,  to  Hattie  P.  Champlin,  and  seven  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  namely:  John  S. 
(married  to  Elorence  Alerritt),  Bessie  (deceased), 
Harry  G.,  Elwin  A.,  Erwin  A.,  Zoe  Leona  and 
Essie  I.  Air.  Kenyon  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hopkinton,  and  like  all  the  members  of  this  family 
is  noted  for  sterling  worth  and  good  citizenship. 

George  Alva  Kenyon,  fourth  son  of  Gardner 
S.  Kenyon,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1853,  and  died  Eel). 
23,  1905.  He  was  married  Alarch  4,  1880,  to  Sarah 
D.  Langworthy,  daughter  of  Josiah  Langworthy, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Ethel  AI. 

Albertie  D.  Kenyon,  youngest  son  of  Gardner 
S.  Kenyon,  was  born  Oct.  12,  1857,  and  was  mar- 
ried July  8,  1880,  to  Alary  Agnes  Leddy.  They 
have  had  three  children,  Evelvn  E.,  Lua  A.  and 
Ruth  A. 

GEORGE  ALONZO  EULLER.  A striking 
example,  of  the  self-made  man  is  furnished  in  the 
career  of  the  late  George  A.  Euller,  of  Providence, 
who  passed  away  at  his  home  there  Jan.  18,  1899. 
Air.  Fuller  began  life  as  a factory  employee,  and, 
by  the  exercise  of  his  liberally  endowed  native  abil- 


1714 


RHODE  ISLAND 


ity,  steadily  advanced  so  that  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  become  president  of  the  largest  con- 
cern of  its  kind  in  the  country,  the  American  Card 
Clothing  Company. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  a descendant  of  the  old  Fuller 
family  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  The  ancestor  was  Rob- 
ert Fuller,  who  came  from  South  Hampton,  Eng- 
land, in  1638,  in  the  ship  “Bevis,”  settling  first  at 
Salem,  IMass.,  and  who  later  became  one  of  the 
first  proprietors  of  Rehoboth,  drawing  shares  there 
in  1661  and  1668.  He  held  large  possessions  in 
Rehoboth,  Attleboro,  Seekonk  and  on  the  Paw- 
tuxet.  From  this  Robert  Fuller  came  a posterity 
that  is  very  numerous  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island. 

Rufus  Fuller,  father  of  George  Alonzo,  was  a 
farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Leicester, 
Mass.  He  married  Charlotte  \\’arren,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

George  Alonzo  Fuller  was  born  in  Leicester, 
Mass.,  Nov.  27,  1827,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer 
boy  of  the  period.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  there,  leaving  school  while  yet 
in  his  teens  to  learn  the  trade  of  card  setting,  the 
principal  business  carried  on  in  his  native  place. 
After  learning  the  trade  he  was  employed  for  a 
time  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  later  at  Philadelphia, 
where  his  companion  and  roommate  was  the  late 
George  W'.  Child,  the  noted  philanthropist,  then  a 
poor,  struggling  young  man.  George  A.  Fuller 
remained  in  Philadelphia  until  1852,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Leicester  and  remained  for  two  years, 
until  after  his  marriage,  in  1854,  when  he  went  to 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  then  enjoying  its  first  boom  and 
start  as  a manufacturing  town. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  employed  there  at  his  trade  for 
three  years,  until  1857.  Because  of  his  industry 
and  economy  he  had  accumulated  a little  capital 
by  which  he  was  in  that  year  enabled  to  become  a 
partner  with  another  man  in  the  purchase  of  his 
employer's  business.  Subsequently  he  became  as- 
sociated with  Samuel  ]\I.  Stedman  in  the  manufac- 
turing of  card  clothing  under  the  firm  name  of  Sted- 
man & Fuller,  which  firm  name  was  continued  until 
1885.  It  was  then  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  Stedman  & Fuller  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  the  business  of  the  company  was  removed  to 
Providence,  l\lr.  Fuller  locating  there  at  that  time. 
In  1890  the  business  was  sold  to  the  American 
Card  Clothing  Company  of  Worcester,  INIr.  Fuller 
remaining  with  the  company  as  a director  and 
manager  of  the  Providence  branch.  On  the  death 
of  the  late  Joseph  Murdock,  of  Leicester,  Mr.  Ful- 
ler was  elected  president  of  the  American  Card 
Clothing  Company,  which  official  position  he  was 
holding  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

h'rom  the  time  IMr.  Fuller  began  the  business 
for  himself  until  his  death,  a period  covering  forty- 
two  years,  he  had  continued  prosperity.  From  a 
modest  beginning  he  built  up  a large  business  and 


from  a poor  boy  he  arose  to  a position  of  influence 
and  wealth.  He  was  an  organizer,  in  1890,  of  the 
Mechanical  Fabric  Company,  and  served  as  its 
president  from  that  time  till  his  death.  He  was 
vice-president  of  the  Narragansett  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company.  During  his  residence  in  Law- 
rence he  held  various  city  offices  and  took  a deep 
interest  in  city  affairs. 

Mr.  Fuller  united  with  the  Lawrence  Street 
Congregational  Church  in  Lawrence,  and  later  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Eliot  Congregational 
Church,  where  he  served  as  deacon  until  shortly 
before  his  removal  to  Providence.  In  Providence 
he  took  his  membership  to  the  Union -Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  which  he  was  deacon  for  a num- 
ber of  years  previous  to  his  death.  He  was  always 
deeply  interested  in  religious  work,  contributing 
freely  of  his  means  to  that  cause.  Socially  he  was 
a member  of  the  Hope,  Squantum  and  Providence 
Athletic  Clubs. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  married,  in  Leicester,  Mass.,  in 
1854,  to  Martha  Scott,  daughter  of  William  A.  and 
Persis  Earle  Scott.  Mrs.  Fuller  died  Dec.  25, 
1889,  in  her  sixty-second  year.  One  child  was  born 
to  them,  Lotta  Persis,  who  married  Arthur  Liv- 
ingston Kelley,  president  of  the  Mechanical  Fabric 
Company.  They  have  two  sons,  Arthur  Livingston, 
Jr.,  born  June  13,  1888,  who  prepared  for  college 
at  St.  George’s  school,  IsTwport,  and  is  now  a stu- 
dent at  Williams  College,  class  of  1910;  and 
George  Fuller,  born  June  13,  1891,  now  attending 
St.  George’s  school,  Newport.  Mrs.  Kelley  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 

RALPH.  The  Ralph  family,  represented  at 
Cranston  by  the  Hon.  Warren  Ralph,  is  descended 
from : 

(I)  Thomas  Ralph,  first  of  Guilford,  Conn., 
and  later  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  who  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  Desbrough,  and  (second)  in  1656,  Mary 
Cook,  widow  of  John.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
died  in  1682.  On  Sept.  25,  1671,  he  and  two  others 
were  appointed  to  make  a rate  and  levy  an  assess- 
ment upon  the  inhabitants  of  Mashantatauk,  in 
Warwick.  His  will  was  proved  June  15,  1682,  at 
Warwick,  and  in  it  he  bequeathed  land  in  War- 
wick to  his  sons  Samuel  and  Thomas.  By  his  first 
marriage  Thomas  Ralph  had  a son  Samuel,  of 
Providence,  who  married  Mary,  and  both  died  in 
1723.  To  the  second  marriage  of  Thomas  Ralph 
were  born:  Alice,  born  Jan.  13,  1657,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Fenner  (born  in  September,  1652, 
died  in  Feb.  27,  1718,  son  of  Arthur  and  Mehetable 
(Waterman)  ^ Fenner,  and  died  in  1682;  Thomas, 
born  July  I2,‘  1658,  died  in  1696,  married  Eleanor, 
who  also  died  in  that  year,  and  their  home  was  in 
Providence;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  4,  1661,  married  a 
Mr.  Benjamin;  and  Deliverance,  born  Aug.  20, 
1666. 

(II)  Samuel  Ralph,  son  of  Thomas  Ralph, 
married  Mary,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1723,  his  wife 
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dying  the  same  year.  He  was  of  Providence.  Their 
children  were:  Alary;  Deliverance,  who  died  A'lay 
8,  1758,  married  Richard  Knight  (son  of  John  and 
Anne  Knight),  who  died  May  15,  1754,  and 
they  had  children — ^John,  Richard,  David, 
Thomas,  Anne  and  Deliverance ; Samuel ; Thomas, 
who  died  May  8,  1780,  married  Patience,  was 
made  a freeman  in  1720,  a deputy  from  Scituate 
in  1737-42-49-53,  and  his  children  were — Thomas, 
Christopher,  David,  Deliverance,  Alary,  Patience 
and  Sarah ; and  Hugh. 

(III)  Hugh  Ralph,  son  of  Samuel,  who  died 
Alay  27,  1789,  married  Sarah,  who  died  in  1755. 
He  was  made  a freeman  in  1720,  and  was  of  Prov- 
idence and  Scituate,  R.  I.  On  April  30,  1748,  he 
bought  of  Jeremiah  Lippett,  of  Warwick,  209  acres 
in  Coventry,  at  a place  called  Seven  Alen’s  Land, 
for  567  pounds.  The  children  of  himself  and  wife 
were : Alice,  Jabez,  Alary  and  Sarah. 

(IV)  Jabez  Ralph,  son  of  Hugh,  was  the  exec- 
utor of  his  father’s  will,  which  was  proved  Sept. 

21,  1789.  He  married  in  Scituate,  Jan.  ii,  1753, 
Alary  Edwards,  and  had  these  children : Hugh ; 
Sarah  married  William  Stafford;  Alatilda  married 
Jesse  King;  Susannah  married  Solomon  King; 
and  Alary. 

(V)  Hugh  Ralph,  son  of  Jabez,  married  a Aliss 
Fenner,  and  they  had  children:  Jabez,  who  married 
Experience  Calvin  ;-Eleazer ; and  Mary. 

(VI)  Eleazer  Ralph,  son  of  Hugh,  married  a 
Ralph,  and  had  children  as  follows : Thomas ; 
Horace,  a manufacturer  of  Kent ; Ezekiel , a 
farmer,  who  later  lived  retired  at  Hope,  R.  I. ; Du- 
linda,  who  married  Dr.  Daniel  Baker,  of  Fiskeville; 
Alariah,  who  married  Thomas  Abbott;  and  Mar- 
celia,  who  married  Israel  F.  Brayton.  Eleazer 
Ralph  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town 
of  Scituate.  He  inherited  his  father’s  property, 
and  was  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  land,  and  was 
well  situated  in  life.  Air.  Ralph  was  very  promi- 
nent in  town  affairs,  and  was  greatly  interested  in 
military  matters,  receiving  several  commissions 
from  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  last  being  that  of  major,  by  which  title  he  was 
addressed.  In  1810  he  was  appointed  a justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  town  of  Scituate.  In  1804  he  was 
commissioned  lieutenant  of  the  first  company  of 
Infantry,  and  in  1808  second  major,  of  the  7th 
Regiment  of  Alilitia,  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
family  was  noted  for  its  hospitality,  both  in  the 
town  of  Scituate  and  in  the  surrounding  country. 

(VH)  Thomas  Ralph,  son  of  Eleazer,  was  born 
April  9,  1808,  and  married  June  8,  1835,  Cynthia 
W.  Battey,  born  Oct.  5,  1813.  They  had  children: 
Allen  B.,  born  April  26,  1836,  died  April  7,  1899; 
Eleazer,  born  Alarch  10,  1838,  is  living  in  Paw- 
tuxet,  R.  I. ; Betsey,  born  Dec.  23,  1839,  died  Dec. 

22,  1880,  married  Peleg  Wilbur ; Warren,  born 
April  9,  1842;  Alary  M.,  born  Alarch  30,  1844, 
married  Darius  Hicks,  deceased ; Caroline,  born 
Dec.  5,  1846,  married  Byron  Young,  and  is  living 
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in  Woonsocket;  and  Thomas,  born  Alarch  8,  i8;o 
died  Sept,  ii,  1852. 

Thomas  Ralph  was  a farmer  by  occupation  in 
Scituate,  where  he  spent  his  whole  life.  He  lived 
on  a part  of  his  father's  farm,  which  he  had  in- 
herited, and  was  always  actively  interested  in 
township  matters,  especially  in  the  improvement  of 
the  school  system.  He  died  Alarch  15,  1852,  while 
his  widow  survived  until  Feb.  ii,  1887. 

(VHI)  Allen  B.  Ralph,  a well  known  busi- 
ness man  of  Providence,  and  a highly  esteemed  res- 
ident of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley,  died  at  his  home. 
No.  57  Almy  street.  Providence.  He  was  born  in 
the  old  Ralph  home,  at  Burnt  Hill,  Scituate,  April 
26,  1836,  and  was  the  last  one  of  the  family  to  own 
the  property  which  had  been  held  by  one  member 
of  the  family  or  another  for  nearly  200  years. 

Air.  Ralph  was  not  quite  sixteen  when  his 
father  died,  leaving  a large  family  and  a farm  to 
be  cared  for.  Young  Ralph  seemed  to  realize  that 
his  duty  was  to  share  in  the  responsibility  forced 
upon  the  family,  and  his  mother  found  him  ever 
ready  to  assist  her  in  her  cares  and  duties.  Air. 
Ralph’s  mother  was  a noble  woman,  and  endeav- 
ored to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  her  children  the 
necessity  of  adhering  to  those  principles  which 
alone  would  insure  success.  As  young  Ralph  grew 
older  he  became  ambitious  to  enter  mercantile  life, 
and  when  seventeen  years  old  he  secured  a position 
as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  the  late  Henry  W.  Emmons, 
at  Fiskeville.  He  remained  in  that  position  for  a 
few  years,  and  upon  reaching  his  majority  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  employer  at  Hope.  The 
firm  was  very  successful,  owing  largely  to  Air. 
Ralph’s  popularity  and  his  close  attention  to  the 
business,  of  which  he  became  sole  owner  three 
years  later.  In  1863,  having  acquired  a little  cap- 
ital, he  decided  to  remove  to  the  city,  and  there 
entered  one  of  the  large  mercantile  houses  as  sales- 
man. He  -rose  rapidly  and  was  admitted  a member 
of  the  firm  under  very  promising  conditions.  After 
a few  years  of  prosperity  the  firm  met  with  re- 
verses and  Mr.  Ralph  found  himself  deeply  in- 
volved. Rallying  from  his  disappointment,  he 
again  set  to  work,  connecting  himself  with  a Bos- 
ton house,  and  there  remained  a few  years.  Leav- 
ing there  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  late  Amos 
C.  Barstow  and  John  O.  Peckham,  of  Newport,  as 
manager  of  their  grain  elevators  at  Farmer  City, 
111.  He  soon  afterward  bought  out  Air.  Barstow’s 
interest  and  established  a hay  and  grain  business 
which  he  conducted  until  his  death.  Again  being 
successful  in  business,  although  under  no  legal  ob- 
ligations to  do  so,  he  liquidated  all  claims  against 
him.  His  earnest  endeavor  was  always  to  carry 
out  the  principles  taught  him  by  his  mother  in  his 
youth. 

Air.  Ralph  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  was  essentially  a self-made  man.  He 
was  well  informed  on  current  topics  of  the  day. 
Although  never  having  any  political  ambitions  he 
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was  often  prevailed  upon  to  hold  office.  He  pos- 
sessed a remarkably  even  disposition,  and  always 
gained  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he 
came  into  contact.  In  his  business  relations  he 
was  noted  for  his  strict  integrity.  His  domestic 
relations  were  perfect,  and  he  preferred  to  spena 
his  evenings  in  the  family  circle  instead  of  at  the 
club,  or  other  resorts.  Mr.  Ralph  left  a wife  and 
daughter. 

l\lr.  Allen  B.  Ralph  married,  Alay  9,  i860, 
Eliza  F.  Emmons,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Ab- 
bie  (Hale)  Emmons,  of  Hope,  R.  I.,  and  one 
daughter  was  born  to  this  union : Lillian,  born 
l\lay  2,  1861,  married  George  Capron  Reed,  of 
Cranston,  R.  I.  There  were  no  children  to  this 
union.  Mr.  Allen  B.  Ralph  passed  away  April  7, 
1899. 

(VTII)  Warren  Ralph,  son  of  Thomas,  was 
schooled  in  the  Burnt  Elill  school  district  in  Scit- 
uate,  receiving  but  a limited  education.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  left  school,  and  there- 
after attended  winters  for  two  years,  then  going 
as  a clerk  into  the  office  of  his  brother,  Allen  B., 
at  Hope,  R.  1.  There  he  remained  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
2nd  R.  I.  V.  I.,  as  sergeant,  being  mustered  into 
service  June  5,  1861.  He  participated  in  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Fair 
Oaks,  Gettysburg,  and  all  of  the  battles  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  lie  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  A'pril  4,  1864,  as  acting 
first  sergeant,  and  on  April  8,  1864,  was  mustered 
in  again  as  senior  first  lieutenant  of  Company  M, 
nth  U.  S.  Reg.  from  Rhode  Island,  this  being  a 
colored  regiment.  He  served  in  this  rank  until 
Oct.  2,  1865,  when  the  regiment  was  mustered  out 
of  service.  The  regiment  was  on  garrison  duty 
most  of  the  time.  Mr.  Ralph  was  offered  a com- 
mission as  first  lieutenant  in  the  45th  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Infantry,  which  he  declined.  In  securing  his 
promotion  to  senior  first  lieutenant  of  Company 
INI,  of  the  nth,  he  was  obliged  to  go  before  an  ex- 
amining board  in  Washington  and  pass  a rigid  ex- 
amination, his  commission,  which  was  from  the 
Government,  being  signed  by  Charles  A.  Dana, 
then  assistant  secretary  of  war.  During  his  four 
and  one-half  years  of  service  Mr.  Ralph  was  never 
away  from  his  regiment  over  night,  except  when  in 
Washington  for  his  examination.  He  received  no 
injury  during  his  service,  although  at  Salem 
Heights  one  sergeant  was  killed  and  three  others 
more  or  less  seriously  wounded. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  ]\Ir.  Ralph  went 
into  the  grocery  business  on  Broadway,  Provi- 
dence, and  continued  there  for  three  or  four  years, 
when  he  sold  out.  He  then  became  a salesman  for 
the  firm  of  A.  B.  TvIcCrillis  & Co.,  wholesale  dealers 
in  hay,  grain  and  flour.  Formerly  Mr.  Ralph  trav- 
eled nearly  all  of  New  England  for  this  firm,  but 
for  the  last  few  years  he  has  looked  after  the  Prov- 
idence trade.  His  term  of  service  of  twenty-five 


years  is  evidence  of  his  faithfulness  and  integrity. 
Mr.  Ralph  became  a citizen  of  Cranston  in  about 
1890,  and  has  latterly  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  matters.  He  has  always  been  a Republican, 
and  in  November,  1901,  was  elected  a member  of 
the  town  council,  after  which  time  he  was  annually 
re-elected,  until  1906,  when  he  was  elected  member 
of  General  Assembly.  He  is  a member  of  Pres- 
cott Post,  No.  I,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Providence. 

In  May,  1866,  Mr.  Ralph  married  Sarah  E. 
Collins,  daughter  of  Harrison  Collins,  of  Warwick, 
R.  L,  and  one  daughter  was  born  to  this  union : 
Grace  E.,  who  married  Sylvester  Woodruff  Clarke,. 
D.  D.  S.,  of  Cranston,  a cousin  of  Hon.  Timothy 
Woodruff,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  ex-lieutenant 
governor  of  the  Empire  State. 

OSCAR  J.  MORSE,  in  his  lifetime  a well- 
known  business  man  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Woonsocket,  was  born  in  Union  Village,  town 
of  North  Smithfield,  July  ii,  1857,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  New  England 
settlers. 

(I)  Samuel  Alorse,  born  in  England  in  1585,. 

came  to  New  England  in  1635 ; settled  at  Dedham 
in  1637,  and  died  in  Medfield,  Mass.,  April  5,  1654. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  June  20,  1654,  aged 

sixty-seven  years.  Their  children  were : John,, 
born  in  1611;  Daniel,  born  in  1613;  Joseph,  born 
in  1615;  Abigail;  Samuel;  Jeremiah;  and  Mary. 

(II)  Joseph  Morse,  born  in  1615,  married 
1st  of  7th  month,  1638,  Hannah  Philips,  of  Wa- 
tertown. He  died  in  1654;  his  widow  remarried,, 
and  died  in  1676  in  Medfield,  Mass.  They  were 
admitted  to  the  church  in  Dedham  19th  of  9th 
month,  1639.  Their  children  were:  Samuel,  born 
loth  of  nth  month,  1639;  Hannah,  born  8th  of 
6th  month,  1641 ; Sarah,  born  i6th  of  7th  month, 
1643 ; Dorcas,  born  24th  of  6th  month,  1645  ; Eliza- 
beth, born  ist  of  7th  month,  1647;  Joseph,  born 
26th  of  7th  month,  1649;  ^^d  Jeremiah,  born  loth 
of  4th  month,  1651. 

(III)  Lieut.  Samuel  Morse,  born  loth  of  nth 

month,  1639,  married  (first)  Feb.  10,  1664-65, 

Elizabeth  Wood.  She  died  June  26,  1682,  and  he 
married  April  29,  1684,  Sarah  Thurston,  who  died 
April  29,  1688,  in  Medfield.  Mr.  Morse  died  Feb. 
28,  1717-18.  His  children  were:  Samuel,  born 
Feb.  8,  1666;  Elizabeth,  born  March  28,  1668; 
Hannah,  born  Aug.  31,  1669;  Ruth,  born  March 
21,  1672;  Joseph,  born  Jan.  16,  1674;  Joshua,  born 
April  2,  1679;  Eleazer,  born  Aug.  10,  1680;  Be- 
noni,  born  June  19,  1682;  Solomon,  born  Jan.  5, 
1685;  and  Sarah,  born  July  n,  1686. 

(IV)  Joshua  Morse,  born  April  2,  1679,  niar- 
ried  (first)  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  15,  1679,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Penniman,  of  Braintree,  and  (sec- 
ond), prior  to  1707,  Mary  Paine,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  Penniman  Paine,  of  Braintree. 
Mr.  Morse  died  April  26,  1749.  His  wife  Mary 
died  March  17,  1746-47,  in  Aledfield.  His  children! 
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were:  Elizabeth,  baptized  in  1701;  Zipporah,  born 
April  10,  1702;  Samuel,  born  May  4,  1703;  Mary, 
born  Sept.  14,  1707;  Jemima,  born  March  16,  1709; 
Joshua,  born  Dec.  28,  1710;  Eliakim,  born  Nov, 
22,  1712;  Ruth,  born  in  1716;  Ebenezer,  born 
March  2,  1717-18;  Lydia,  born  Oct.  27,  1719;  and 
Joseph,  born  Nov.  20,  1721. 

(V)  Samuel  Morse,  born  May  4,  1703,  mar- 
ried Jane  Taft,  of  Uxbridge,  and  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  that  town.  Air.  Morse  died  May 
8,  1770.  Their  children  were : Jesse,  born  Jan. 
13,  1729-30;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  8,  1731;  Joshua, 
born  May  19,  1733;  Gideon,  born  Feb.  7,  1735-36; 
Samuel,  born  about  1738;  Gideon,  born  Nov.  30, 
1741;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  21,  1744;  and  Eunice, 
born  Feb.  27,  1745-46. 

(VI)  Jesse  Morse,  born  Jan.  13,  1729-30, 

married,  in  1754,  Rachel  Allen,  of  Aledfield,  Alass. 
Mr.  Alorse  was  selectman  in  Uxbridge.  Theih  chil- 
dren were:  Lois,  born  Aug.  2,  1755;  Ebenezer, 
born  Feb.  7,  1757;  Jesse,  born  Aug.  18,  1758; 
Joseph,  born  April  3,  1761;  Ebenezer  (2),  born 
March  6,  1763 ; Gideon,  born  Alarch  8,  1765  ; Mary, 
born  Dec.  4,  1766;  Martha, 'born  Feb.  ii,  1769; 
Eunice,  born  April  9,  1771  ; and  Alargery,  born 
April  22,  1773.  . ' 

(VII)  Major  Jesse  Morse,  born  Aug.  8 (or 

18),  1758,  married  April  8,  1782,  Alercy  White, 
and  they  were  residents  of  Douglass  and  Uxbridge, 
Mass.  Their  children  were : Abigail,  born  March 
3,  1783;  Alarvel,  born  April  18,  1784;  Betsey, 

born  Alarch  4,  1787;  and  Alercy,  born  April  25, 
1797. 

(\TII)  Alarvel  Alorse,  born  April  18,  1784, 
married  Betsey,  daughter  of  Jacob  Alorse,  of 
Douglass,  Alass.,  and  they  resided  in  that  town. 
Their  children  were:  Alaria,  born  Feb.  12,  1813; 
Jacob,  born  June  ii,  1815;  Alercy  W.,  born  Nov. 
3,  1819;  Alarvel,  born  April  28,  1821;  Rel^ecca, 
born  Nov.  18,  1822;  Betsey,  born  Jan.  ii,  1824; 
and  Naum. 

(IX)  Jacob  Alorse,  born  June  ii,  1815.  in 
Douglass,  Alass.,  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  then 
came  to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  soon  acquired  real 
estate  interests  in  North  Smithfield  and  Woon- 
socket. He  built  a home  in  Union  Village,  and  be- 
came successful  in  his  business  ventures.  He  died 
at  his  home  May  31,  1884,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Union  cemetery.  He  married  Uranah  Frost  Steere, 
who  was  born  July  21,  1813,  and  died  Alarch  4, 
1884,  in  her  seventy-first  year.  Her  remains  were 
interred  in  the  family  lot  in  Union  cemetery.  Their 
children  were:  Ervin  E.,  born  Alarch  10,  1851,  re- 
sides in  California ; Elma  AI.,  born  Oct.  10,  1853, 
died  Sept.  5,  1858;  Oscar  J.  was  born  July  ii, 

^^57-  . . . 

(X)  Oscar  J.  Alorse  received  his  education  m 
the  schools  of  Union  Village,  and  at  the  Friends’ 
School,  Providence,  later  attending  Alowry  & Gofif's 
Commercial  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated. 
On  his  return  home  he  became  express  messenger 


for  a short  time,  and  then  was  interested  in  the 
real  estate  business,  owning  a number  of  houses 
in  Woonsocket  and  Union  Village.  This  engrossed 
his  attention  until  the  death  of  his  father-in-law, 
Orrin  P.  Alowry,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  A. 
Alowry  & Co.,  grain  and  feed  mill  in  Woonsocket. 
The  product  of  the  mill  was  disposed  of  both  whole- 
sale and  retail,  and  it  was  kept  at  a high  standard 
of  excellence.  Air.  Alorse  died  Feb.  16,  1902,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Union  cemetery  at  Union  Vil- 
lage. His  reputation  for  honorable  business  deal- 
ings was  of  the  highest.  At  one  time  he  was  a 
large  shareholder  in  the  Woonsocket  Electric  Ala- 
chine  & Power  Company,  and  he  was  a director  of 
the  Citizens  National  Bank. 

In  his  religious  views  Air.  Alorse  was  a mem- 
ber, of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  an  elder.  He  was  frequently  a dele- 
gate to  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings,  and  was 
known  among  the  Friends  throughout  New  Eng- 
land. In  November,  1901,  he  was  chosen  as  one 
of  the  six  elders  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  of  New  England:  and  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed everywhere.  In  Christian  Endeavor  work 
he  was  active  and  interested,  and  filled  the  office 
of  president  of  the  Friends’  Christian  Endeavor 
Union  of  New  England.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  En- 
deavor, State  Union,  and  at  one  time  held  the 
office  of  president  of  the  local  union,  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  of  Woonsocket.  He  was  a di- 
rector of  the  AMung  Alen’s  Christian  Association 
of  Woonsocket,  and  was  active  in  every  effort  for 
the  spread  of  the  temperance  cause.  The  follow- 
ing resolutions,  passed  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
show  well  the  universal  esteem  and  affection  in 
which  he  was  held : 

■Resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Oscar  J.  Morse, 
adopted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Christian  Endeavor  Union 
in  convention  assembled  Feb.  21,  1902. 

Where.-\s,  It  has  pleased  God  to  take  to  Himself  our 
brother,  Oscar  J.  Morse,  a Director  and  former  President 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Christian  Endeavor  Union : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Christian  Endeavorers  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  convention  assembled,  hereby  express  our  appre- 
ciation of  the  loss  we  have  suffered  in  the  death  of  one 
who  for  many  years  has  rendered  such  valuable  aid  to  the 
cause  of  Christian  Endeavor  throughout  the  State  in  the 
various  positions  which  he  has  held,  and  one  who  was  so 
active  and  loyal  in  all  forms  of  Christian  service  and  so 
upright  in  his  life. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  the  family  of  our  brother 
our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  affliction. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  send  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  family 
of  our  brother  and  cause  them  to  be  printed  in  the  State 
paper. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONDOLENCE. 

Whereas,  Divine  Providence,  in  His  eternal  wisdom, 
has  seen  fit,  suddenly,  most  sadly  and  mysteriously,  to 
remove  from  among  us,  our  most  esteemed  and  beloved 
brother,  Oscar  J.  Morse,  and 

Whereas,  The  Friends  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor, 
wishing  to  record  the  memory  of  his  faithful  service  and 
Christian  character,  be  it  resolved, 
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That  while  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  Him 
whose  hand  has  been  so  heavily  laid  upon  us,  we  feel  in 
the  removal  of  this  our  dear  brother,  that  we  have  lost 
a most  earnest,  active  and  exemplary  member  and  efficient 
officer,  whose  cheerful  disposition  under  all  circumstances 
and  on  all  occasions,  ever  encouraged,  strengthened  and 
endeared  to  himself  all  those  with  whom  he  associated, 
whose  daily  Christian  life  and  clear  testimony  evinced  to 
all  his  consecration  to  God’s  service  while  here  and  his 
implicit  faith  in  His  rewards  hereafter.  Resolved 

That  in  estimation  and  appreciation  of  the  work  and 
labor  of  love  so  noble  and  Christlike,  so  unselfish  and 
helpful,  that  while  we  mourn  with  sad  hearts  our  great 
loss,  we  wish  to  extend  to  his  dear  wife  and  children  our 
most  earnest  and  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  great  be- 
reavement. of  which  ours  is  b.ut  a shadow. 

May  the  Grace  of  God  sustain  them  in  this  their  great 
affliction  and  by  His  Holy  Spirit  aid  them  in  believing, 
that  “everything  worketh  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God.’’  That  “our  afflictions  which  are  but  for  a 
moment  shall  work  out  for  us  a far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory.’’ 

That  “sorrow  endureth  for  a night  but  joy  cometh  in 
the  morning.’’  That  “God  wounds  that  He  may  heal,’’  and 
that  by  and  by  we  shall  be  reunited  in  the  Blessed  Para- 
dise of  God,  to  go  no  more  out  forever. 

It  is  further  resolved  that  these  resolutions  be  placed 
upon  the  record  book  of  our  society,  and  a copy  sent  to 
the  family.  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

2-24-02.  Leander  Fisher,  Vice-President. 

]\Ir.  Morse  was  active  in  Sunday-school  work 
as  a teacher  and  as  superintendent,  holding  the 
latter  ofhce  a number  of  years.  He  also  served 
on  the  finance  committee  of  the  church.  The 
Friends  Bible  School,  in  testimony  of  high  appreci- 
ation of  his  character  and  services,  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions ; 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONDOLENCE. 

Whereas,  By  a recent  manifestation  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, the  Friends  Bible  School  has  suffered  its  greatest 
loss  in  years  in  the  unlooked  for  death  of  its  beloved 
assistant  superintendent,  Oscar  J.  Morse,  to  whom  as  a 
member,  a teacher  and  officer  of  this  school  can  be  at- 
tributed in  a large  measure  its  past  usefulness  and  pros- 
perity, and 

Whereas,  The  opportunity  is  ours  to  put  upon  record 
some  minute  of  appreciation  of  his  past  life  and  services 
and  of  our  sadness  at  his  removal  from  the  place  among 
us  that  he  has  filled  so  long  and  so  well,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  as  members  of  this  school  we  feel  that 
we  have  lost  a personal  friend  and  associate  of  most  es- 
timable character,  of  commendable  example  and  of  con- 
secrated service;  one  whose  cheerful  disposition,  even  un- 
der physical  suffering,  was  a constant  encouragement  to 
those  about  him  and  an  exemplification  to  the  world  of 
the  joy  in  Christian  .service.  We  commend  the  life  of  our 
departed  brother  to  the  boys  and  young  men  of  this 
school  and  community  as  worthy  of  their  close  emulation 
and  we  pray  that  as  we  emerge  from  the  dark  sorrow 
cloud  which  has  been  hovering  over  us  it  may  be  with  a 
united  determination  to  close  up  the  ranks  and  to  carry  on 
the  work  in  which  he  was  so  deeply  interested. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  expression  of  our  respect  to 
his  memory  we  would  not  forget  those  nearest  and  dearest 
to  him  who  are  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a devoted  husband 
and  father.  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  be- 
reaved family  and  would  remind  them  that  God’s  chastise- 
ments, though  grievous  for  the  time,  are  always  sent  in 
mercy,  and  that  while  we  may  not  know  in  the  present  the 
reasons  for  our  temporal  afflictions  we  shall  know  here- 
after. 

Resolved,  Further.  That  our  secretary  be  instructed 


to  enter  this  tribute  upon  the  records  of  the  school  and 
to  forward  a copy  to  the  family.  Signed  on  behalf  of  the 
Friends  Bible  School. 

February  23,  1902.  Melita  B.  Fisher,  Secretary. 


At  a regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  held 
March  i,  1902,  it  was  unanimously  voted  that  the 
following  minute  be  spread  upon  records  and  a 
copy  of  same  sent  the  bereaved  family : 

Oscar  Jacob  Morse  was  born  July  ii,  1857,  and  died 
Sunday  morning,  February  16,  1902. 

Mr.  Morse  began  his  active  Christian  life  when  about 
seventeen  years  of  age  and  from  that  time  until  his  death 
was  connected  with  the  Friends  Society  of  Smithfield,  in 
which  he  was  an  active  and  earnest  worker,  always  faith- 
ful and  reliable  in  the  performance  of  any  duty  that  was 
laid  upon  him.  He  contributed  in  a large  degree  to  the 
building  up  of  this  Society,  the  increase  and  prosperity  of 
the  Bible  School  connected  with  it,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  all  their  material  affairs. 

Mr.  Morse  devoted  himself  heartily  to  the  Christian 
Endeavor  cause,  and,  besides  occupying  many  positions 
among  his  own  people  and  in  the  Local  Union  of  Woon- 
socket, was  at  one  time  president  of  the  State  Union  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  vice-president  of  this  Association 
from  its  organization  till  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  associates  on  the  Board  of  Directors  found  in  him 
a willing,  earnest  worker  and  a liberal  contributor.  He 
was  very  helpful  in  every  emergency  and  was  under  all 
circumstances  a man  of  peculiarly  genial  disposition. 
Surely  his  was  an  honorable  record. 

We  sincerely  mourn  his  loss  and  extend  to  the  sor- 
rowing family  our  most  heartfelt  sympathy,  at  the  same 
time  rejoicing  with  them  in  the  hope  of  immortality. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  klr.  ]\Iorse  the 
Woonsocket  Reporter  said  of  him  editorially : 
“Oscar  J.  Morse  is  taken  away  in  his  prime,  and 
in  what  a few  weeks  ago  seemed  to  be  a period  of 
robust  manhood,  from  this  community  that  has 
known  and  honored  him  from  boyhood.  Business, 
church  and  society  circles  miss  him.  In  all  he  was 
strenuous,  honorable  and  honored,  capable  and 
manly.” 

The  Evening  Call,  Woonsocket,  said  editorially : 
“The  dissolution  of  Oscar  J.  Morse,  sudden  and 
swift  in  its  workings,  was  completed  yesterday, 
when  his  death  was  announced.  He  was  closely 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  city, 
and  was  a leader  among  the  people  of  Union  Vil- 
lage, where  he  made  his  home.  The  Society  of 
Friends  have  in  his  death  lost  a faithful  worker  and 
generous  contributor;  the  local  union  of  Xhris- 
tian  Endeavor  Societies,  of  which  he  has  been 
president,  will  miss  his  advice;  and  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.,  in  which  he  was  deeply  interested,  may  well 
feel  that  it  has  been  deprived  of  the  help  of  a wise 
counsellor.  But  closer  than  all  these  are  the  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  who  grieve  for  one  who  but 
yesterday  was  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood  and 
to-day  lies  cold  in  death.  In  this  deep  affliction  they 
have  the  sympathy  of  those  who  knew  the  late 
Mr.  Morse,  and  appreciated  his  many  cpialities.” 

On  June  30,  1884,  at  the  Mowry  homestead 
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in  North  Smithfield,  Air.  Alorse  was  married  to 
Bertha  Vara  Alowry,  who  was  born  Alarch  17, 
1864,  daughter  of  Orrin  P.  Alowry.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  survive: 
Elinor  Louise,  born  April  8,  1889,  died  Alay  21, 
1889;  Richmond  Oscar,  born  Alarch  i,  1892,  died 
April  27,  1893 ; Alildred,  born  June  7,  1894,  is 
attending  school ; Harold  Winthrop  was  born  Oct. 

22,  1895. 

Ado  WRY.  The  A'lowry  family,  to  which  Airs. 
Alorse  belongs,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  Eng- 
land. The  first  of  the  name  in  America  was  Roger 
Alowry,  who  married  Apiary  Johnson. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Alowry,  son  of  Roger  and 
Alary,  was  born  in  1644.  In  1666  he  married  Jo- 
hannah  Inman,  daughter  of  Edward  Inman,  of 
Providence,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. Nathaniel  Alowry  died  Alarch  24,  1718. 

(III)  Henry  Alowry,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
born  in  1670.  In  1701  he  married  (first)  Alary 
Bull,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bull,  of  Newport,  R.  I. 
His  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  1726, 
was  Hannah  Alowry,  widow  of  John  Alowry  (2), 
of  Smithfield.  Air.  Alowry  died  in  Smithfield  Sept. 

23,  1759,  the  father  of  seven  children. 

(IV)  Uriah  Alowry,  eldest  son  of  Henry,  was 
born  in  Smithfield,  Aug.  15,  1705,  and  died  there 
Alarch  6,  1792.  ,He  married  (first)  in  1724,  Ur- 
ania Paine,  born  July  4,  1706,  daughter  of  John 
Paine,  of  Providence.  She  died  Alarch  8,  1772, 
and  he  married  (second)  Hannah  (Whipple)  Ar- 
nold, daughter  of  Job  Whipple  and  widow  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  of  Providence.  Air.  Alowry  left  a 
large  family. 

(V)  Jonathan  Alowry,  seventh  son  of  Uriah, 
was  a native  of  Smithfield,  born  Alarch  10,  1742. 
He  was  a physician  of  note,  and  his  death  occurred 
Alarch  25,  1814.  In  1769  he  married  Deborah 
Wing  (daughter  of  Jabez  and  Alary  Wing),  who 
died  July  13,  1825,  the  mother  of  ten  children. 
Both  Jonathan  and  Deborah  Alowry  were  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  both  were  preachers. 

(VI)  Caleb  Alowry,  eldest  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  at  the  family  home  Alarch  5,  1771,  and  died 
Alarch  31,  1814.  He  married,  in  1795,  Nancy 
Alowry,  born  Oct.  29,  1775,  daughter  of  David 
Alowry,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren. After  his  death  his  widow  married  Elia- 
kim  Alowry,  who  died  in  1845.  She  died  Nov.  13, 
i860. 

(VH)  Barney  Alowry,  youngest  son  of  Caleb, 
was  born  Alay  3,  1804.  Twice  married,  in  1828  he 
wedded  Phila  Alowry,  who  was  born  in  1806, 
daughter  of  Amasa  and  Anne  Alowry.  She  died 
Nov.  25,  1839.  1846  he  married  Urania  Steere, 

born  July  29,  1821,  daughter  of  Paoli  and  Alartha 
Steere,  of  Smithfield.  She  died  July  21,  1865,  and 
he  survived  until  Nov.  12,  1891.  His  children,  all 
boys,  numbered  six. 

(VHI)  Orkin  P.  AIowrv,  son  of  Barney,  was 
born  on  the  old  Alowry  homestead  in  North 


Smithfield,  Alay  24,  1829.  He  attended  the  schools 
of  his  home  town  and  also  Alount  Union  Seminary, 
in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  the  seminary  in  North 
Scituate.  For  a time  he  taught  school  in  Ohio, 
and  also  in  Smithfield  and  Alanville.  In  1857  he 
entered  the  grocery  business  in  Woonsocket,  with 
his  brother  Arlon,  who  later  sold  his  interest  to 
his  brother  Stafford.  The  venture  proved  success- 
ful, and  Air.  Orrin  P.  Alowry  sold  his  interest  to 
another  brother,  Atwell,  and  became  interested  in 
a grain  mill  with  his  brother  Albert,  under  the  firm 
name  of  A.  Alowry  & Co.  The  two  brothers  proved 
good  business  men,  meeting  with  deserved  success. 
After  the  death  of  Albert,  in  1893,  Air.  Orrin  P. 
Alowry  conducted  the  business  alone  until  his 
death,  after  which  the  management  was  assumed  by 
his  son-in-law.  Air.  Alorse,  for  two  years,  when 
it  was  sold.  Air.  Alowry  died  Aug.  i,  1895,  and 
was  buried  in  Union  cemetery.  He  was  domestic 
in  his  tastes  and  temperate  in  his  habits.  His  only 
fraternal  connection  was  with  Alount  Aloriah 
Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  AI. 

On  Oct.  2,  1862,  Air.  Alowry  was  married  to 
Hannah  T.  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Rehoboth, 
Alass.,  Nov.  10,  1832,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and 
Sally  (.Pike)  Smith.  Airs.  Alowry  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter.  Airs.  Alorse.  She  is 
a member  of  the.  Society  of  Friends.  To  Orrin  P. 
Alowry  and  wife  was  born  one  child,  Bertha  Vara, 
now  the  widow  of  Oscar  J.  Alorse.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  ^Woonsocket  public  schools  and  Pro- 
fessor Bushee’s  select  school  at  Union  Village,  and 
is  devoted  to  art  and  music,  her  home  being  deco- 
rated with  the  productions  of  her  brush.  Her  resi- 
dence is  most  attractive,  and  well  known  for  its 
genuine  hospitality.  Airs.  Alorse  belongs  to  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  is  active  in  all  good 
works. 

GEORGE  D.  NICHOLS  has  enjoyed  a career 
more  varied,  more  widely  diversified,  covering 
greater  area  in  location  and  latitude  as  well  as  in 
vocation  and  pursuit,  than  is  often  found  among 
average  men.  His  early  life  was  quite  out  of  the 
ordinary,  and  quite  in  contrast  with  that  of  the 
usual  Rhode  Islander.  He  was  born  in  West 
Greenwich  Alay  19,  1829,  son  of  Joseph  and  Pene- 
lope Nichols,  and  he  attended  school  in  boyhood, 
gleaning  the  rudiments  of  an  education.  Necessity 
and  inherent  industry  early  embarked  him  in  com- 
mercial pursuits,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
engaged  in  selling  tinware  to  the  farmers  and  vil- 
lagers of  his  native  community.  In  this  he  pros- 
pered, but  born  with  the  “wandering  foot,”  an  un- 
quenchable desire  for  travel  and  adventure  led  him 
when  at  the  age  of  twenty  to  purchase  an  interest 
in  the  two-masted  schooner  “Sparticus,”  and 
aboard  her  he  shipped  for  California.  Rounding 
Cape  Horn  he  landed  in  port  at  San  Francisco 
after  a voyage  of  six  months  and  one  day.  Re- 
turning to  Rhode  Island  he  determined  to  abandon 
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a seafaring  life,  and  1849  found  him  again  in 
California,  where  he  prospected  and  mined  for  two 
years.  He  then  conducted  a pack  train  in  the  State 
and  in  Oregon  for  a brief  time.  In  1853  he  drifted 
far  beyond  the  line  of  civilization,  going  up  the 
Columbia  river,  where  for  fourteen  years  he  traded 
and  lived  with  the  Indians  of  various  tVibes,  includ- 
ing the  Xeverquas,  the  Chinooks  and  the  Umph- 
quas.  He  learned  their  language  and  in  a degree 
lived  their  life.  He  was  lodged  chieHy  with  the 
Umphquas,  and  he  relates  many  interesting  ad- 
ventures encountered  while  there.  He  was  engaged 
in  trading,  and  would  barter  beads  and  gaudy 
trinkets  for  horses,  which  he  would  drive  to  meet 
the  emigrants  to  whom  they  were  sold  or  ex- 
changed for  additional  supplies  of  trinkets.  Dur- 
ing these  years  he  also  had  several  ranches  in  Ore- 
gon and  in  W'ashington,  and  would  market  his 
stock  in  California  and  eastern  Washington.  Much 
of  this  time  was  spent  in  Douglas  county,  Oregon, 
not  far  from  the  town  of  Roseburg.  In  1866  he 
returned  to  the  scenes  of  his  youth  and  located  in 
Providence,  where  he  engaged  in  the  livery  and 
sales  business,  and  also  conducted  the  Exchange 
Stables  and  the  Walker  street  l)arns.  About  this 
time  he  purchased  the  ■‘Ouinshei)ang,”  a well- 
known  hotel  at  Milford,  Alass.  This  property  he 
rented  and  retained  for  some  time.  He  was  for 
a number  of  years  engaged  in  the  huving  and 
shipping  of  horses,  and  this  led  him  to  travel  to 
many  places.  In  1876  he  went  to  Shelbyville,  Ind., 
where  he  was  loejited  for  several  years,  following 
with  one  year  in  Indianapolis.  In  1882  he  again 
became  a resident  of  Rhode  Island,  turning  his  at- 
tention to  farming  in  Johnston,  near  the  village  of 
Alanton.  Not  finding  this  entirely  to  his  liking  he 
removed  to  Providence,  engaging  in  light  and 
heavy  teaming,  which  business  he  continued  for 
a number  of  years,  until  1897,  when  he  retired.  His 
retirement  is,  however,  not  complete,  as  his  ener- 
getic disposition  renders  some  occupation  neces- 
sary, and  he  gives  some  attention  to  the  collection 
of  accounts. 

In  1855  Air.  Nichols  married  (first)  Juliet  Ire- 
land, who  died  in  1862.  On  Alay  19,  1868,  he  mar- 
ried (second)  in  Providence  L.  Josephine  (Sisson) 
Aloore. 

Air.  Nichols  is  a Republican,  and  is  much  in- 
terested in  general  political  affairs,  but  has  not 
as])ired  to  office,  and  it  is  doubtful  that  he  would 
have  considered  with  any  favor  a jiolitical  posi- 
tion had  it  been  tendered  him.  His  appearance 
much  belies  his  years,  and  .save  for  occasional  ills 
he  appears  as  hale  and  vigorous  as  many  men  much 
his  junior.  He  is  tall  and  straight  as  the  Indians 
with  whom  he  had  such  an  intimate  acquaintance, 
and  he  is  genial  and  ])leasant  in  manner  and 
speech — a gentleman  well  deserving  the  high  re- 
gard in  which  he  is  held  by  his  legion  of  friends. 
Airs.  Nichols  is  a lady  of  much  intelligence  and  her 
interests  are  centered  in  her  domestic  affairs. 


ARA  PIAWKINS,  deceased,  formerly  one  of  the 
substantial  and  esteemed  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Noi^h  Providence,  was  a descendant  of  a family  that 
has  been  of  record  in  Rhode  Island  since  1638.  In 
that  year  William  Hawkins,  the  ancestor  of  the 
family,  received  land,  and  was  one  of  the  signers 
in  1640,  of  an  agreement  for  a form  of  govern- 
ment. 

Ara  Hawkins,  father  of  our  subject,  born  in 
June,  1792,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  was  in  early  life 
engaged  in  a.  tanning  business,  and  for  some  time 
was  associated  with  his  brother-in-law',  Lawton 
Owen,  they  operating  a tannery  at  Chepachet. 
This  business  he  later  sold  to  his  brother-in-law, 
and  Air.  Hawkins  then  engaged  in  the  sawmilling 
business,  having  a mill  located  near  the  tannery, 
and  he  carried  on  a successful  business  for  many 
years.  After  disposing  of  it,  he  engaged  his  at- 
tention in  farming  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
Alarch  31,  1887,  in  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery,  at  Che- 
pachet. Air.  Hawkins  had  been  a very  industrious 
man  all  his  life,  and  he  retained  his  faculties  and 
much  of  his  vigor  until  his  death.  In  his  political 
faith  he  was  at  first  a Whig,  and  later  became  a 
Republican.  He  served  at  one  time  as  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  Glocester.  For  years  he 
was  a regular  attendant  upon  the  services  of  the 
Free  liaptist  Church  at  Chepachet,  .and  was  active 
in  promoting  the-  erection  of  the  present  structure. 
Ara  Hawkins  was  married  (first)  to  Rebecca  Owen, 
of  Glocester,  a relative  of  Governor  Owen,  and 
their  children  who  reached  maturity  were:  Ara; 
Aylette  R.,  who  married  Sarah  E.  AIcClellan,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Glocester;  George  A.,  who  for 
a time  was  engaged  in  a lumber  business  at  West 
Glocester,  removed  to  Thompson,  Conn.,  where  he 
became  a yarn  manufacturer  and  subsequently  died 
there,  married  Lydia  Hawkins ; and  Caroline  E. 
is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Irons  (sketch  elsewhere), 
a farmer  who  died  in  Glocester.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  Nov.  30,  1836,  aged  thirty-nine 
years.  Air.  Hawkins  married  (second)  Louisi- 
ana Inman,  who  survived  him  for  several  years. 
Their  four  children  were : Edwin,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Irving  B.,  who  married  Lucy  Sherman, 
and  resides  on  the  home  farm  near  Chepachet ; 
Alaria  L.,  who  married  Dr.  C.  E.  Alaryott,  and  lives 
in  the  town  of  North  Kingstown ; and  Fenner,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Airs.  Louisiana 
Hawkins  died  Dec.  5,  1890,  aged  eighty-three 
years. 

Ara  Hawkins,  son  of  Ara  and  Rebecca  (Owen) 
Hawkins,  was  horn  in  Glocester,  July  17,  1819,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools.  After  his  marriage  he  settled 
on  a farm  which  he  had  purchased,  not  far  removed 
from  his  hirth])lace,  and  lived  there  until  1866, 
when  he  sold  that  property  and  moved  to  North 
Providence,  settling  on  the  Stephen  Whipple  farm. 
Air.  Hawkins  bought  this  farm  from  Hezekiah 
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Harris.  It  was  located  a short  distance  west  of 
Fruit  Hill,  and  there  he  lived  through  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  died  Nov.  25,  1900,  and  he  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  old  family  lot  in  the  Acotes  Hill 
cemetery  at  Chepachet. 

Mr.  Hawkins  had  followed  a general  line  of 
farming  and  had  greatly  improved  his  property, 
erecting  new  buildings  and  remodeling  the  home. 
He  made  a specialty  of  dairying  and  grew  choice 
small  fruits  of  all  kinds  and  disposed  of  his  product 
very  readily  in  the  city.  He  was  a man  of  constant 
industry,  and  he  retained  his  physical  powers  until 
within  two  years  of  his  death  when  they  somewhat 
weakened.  He  was  an  example  of  an  honest,  up- 
right' self-made  man,  and  began  the  battle  of  life 
with  very  little  capital,  but  he  possessed  sound 
judgment,  was  industrious,  temperate  and  frugal, 
and  lived  to  reap  ample  reward  for  his  efforts. 

In  political  conviction  Mr.  Hawkins,  in  early 
life,  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  later  became  convinced  that  the  success  of  the 
Prohibition  party  would  bring  better  results  to  the 
country,  and  until  his  death  he  was  a strong  ad- 
vocate of  temperance.  While  he  never  cared  for 
nor  sought  political  office,  he  was  induced  to  serve 
as  a member  of  the  town  council  and  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  tax  assessors  of  North  Providence. 
In  young  manhood  he  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Chepachet  and  after  locating  in 
North  Providence,  became  a member  of  the  High 
Street  Congregational  Church  in  Providence,  and 
after  the  consolidation  of  that  church  with  the  Rich- 
mond street  church,  forming  the  Union  Congre- 
gational Church,  he  continued  his  membership  with 
the  new  organization.  Both  of  his  wives  were  also 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

^Ir.  Hawkins  was  married*  (first),  in  1849, 
Chepachet,  to  Amy  Horton,  born  2tlay  18,  1822, 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Sally  Horton.  Mrs.  Haw- 
kins died  July  9,  1858.  When  a young  woman  she 
was  a successful  school  teacher.  In  i860  Mr.  Haw- 
kins was  married  (second)  to  Mary  Owen  Knapp, 
of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  born  Dec.  23,  1820,  who  sur- 
vived her  husband  and  died  Feb.  2,  1901,  in  North 
Providence  and  now  rests  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band. Previous  to  her  marriage  she  taught  school 
a number  of  years;  She  was  active  and  prominent 
in  missionary  work,  and  her  brother  and  two  sisters 
were  missionaries  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  ]\Ir. 
Hawkins’  three  children,  all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, were : 

(i)  Everett  E.  Hawkins,  born  July  25,  1853, 
was  for  some  years,  engaged  in  the  dairy  business, 
but  since  August,  1885,  he  has  been  a letter  carrier 
in  the  United  States  Postal  service  and  resides  at 
Fruit  Hill.  He  is  a member  of  the  Plymouth  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Providence.  On  Jan.  25, 
1882,  he  was  married  to  Abby  Elizabeth  Patten,  of 
Providence,  and  they  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Earl  Patten,  born  Dec.  4,  1882;  Nathaniel 
Field,  born  Dec.  20,  1883,  died  July  23,  1904;  Cora 


Carpenter,  born  April  4,  1885,  died  Aug.  28,  1885; 
Carrie  Barnes,  born  July  17,  1886;  Amy  Horton, 
born  Feb.  6,  1888,  died  Dec.  19,  1889;  Ethel  Eva- 
line,  bom  July  15,  1889,  died  April  20,  1891  ; Pearl 
Frances,  born  March  26,  1891,  died  April  16,  1891  ; 
and  a daughter,  born  Aug.  31,  1891,  died  Sept.  7, 
1891. 

(2)  Myron  H.  Hawkins,  born  Sept.  19,  1855, 
was  like  his  brother,  engaged  for  a number  of  years 
in  the  dairy  business.  Since  1887  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Providence,  where  he  carries  on  a mar- 
ket business  at  No.  165  North  IMain  street.  In 
December,  1889,  he  married  Einma  Adelaide 
Angell,  of  North  Providence,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam H.  x\ngell,  and  they  have  five  children,  viz. : 
Myron  Angell,  born  Oct.  15,  1890;  Harold  Her- 
bert; born  Dec.  24,  1892 ; Lawrence  Ara,  born  April 
I,  1895;  Alice  Emma,  born  March  i,  1898;  Wil- 
liam Raymond,  born  May  29,  1901  ; and  x-\mey  Orra, 
born  Sept.  3,  1906. 

(3)  Avis  A.  Hawkins,  the  only  daughter,  was 

born  Oct.  5,  1857,  educated  in  the  district 

schools  of  North  Providence,  the  Bridgham  street 
grammar  school,  and  the  English  High  School  of 
Providence,  where  she  was  graduated  in  1879.  In 
1881  Miss  Hawkins  began  teaching  school  in  the 
town  of  Johnston,  and  in  February,  1882,  became 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence.  Since 
the  fall  of  1890  she  has  been  the  highly  valued  in- 
structor in  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Manton 
avenue  grammar  school.  Her  work  is  highly  ap- 
preciated, and  she  enjoys  the  respect  of  her  pupils 
and  the  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends.  She 
owns  and  occupies  the  pleasant  homestead  in  North, 
Providence.  Miss  Hawkins  is  a member  of  the 
Lmion  Congregational  Church.  In  literary  and  so- 
cial life  she  is  not  unknown,  being  a member  of  the 
Sarah  E.  Doyle  Club;  the  Women’s  Federation  of 
Teachers  and  the  Public  School  Teachers’  Associa- 
tion. 

JENCKS.  The  Jencks,  Jenckes,  or  Jenks  fam- 
ily trace  descent,  traditionally,  from  an  ancient 
Welsh  family  of  importance.  The  immediate  an- 
cestors of  the  American  branch  were  evidently  peo- 
ple of  enterprise  and  some  importance,  and,  better 
still,  of  splendid  physique  and  fibre,  fit  for  the 
struggle  of  life  in  a new  world. 

Joseph  Jenks,  an  inventor  of  high  order,  was 
born  in  1602,  either  at  Hammersmith,  Hounslow 
or  Colebrook,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of 
London.  He  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1643,  is 
supposed  with  John  Winthrop  the  younger,  who 
brought  from  England  in  that  year  stock  of 
divers  workmen  to  begin  the  iron  works.  He  is 
thought  to  have  been  one  of  the  workmen  engaged 
to  establish  the  iron  works  on  the  Saugus  river, 
the  first  in  New  England.  At  least  he  was  em- 
ployed there  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  enter- 
prise. He  is  said  to  have  been  “the  first  founder 
who  worked  in  brass  and  iron  on  the  American 
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continent,”  but  although  this  is  probably  an  exag- 
gerated statement  it  is  no  doubt  true  that  he  was 
the  first  highly  skilled  worker  in  metals  who  began 
operations  in  the  English  Colonies  in  North  Amer- 
ica. In  1646  the  ^Massachusetts  General  Court 
granted  him  a patent  for  three  important  inventions 
— a water-mill  or  wheel,  a machine  for  making 
scythes  (and  other  edged  tools)  and  a sawmill. 
He  then  purchased  the  right  to  build  a forge  at  the 
iron  works  for  the  manufacture  of  scythes.  Mr. 
Jenks  had  married  in  England,  but  his  wife  died 
previous  to  his  departure  for  America.  He  had 
two  sons,  young  boys,  who  were  left  in  care  of  the 
mother's  family.  The  elder  is  supposed  to  have 
settled  in  Virginia,  but  the  younger,  Joseph,  Jr., 
according  to  the  instruction  of  his  father,  was  to 
join  him  in  America  when  he  became  of  age.  Mr. 
Jenks  married  again  in  Lynn,  before  1650,  and 
by  this  union  had  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Joseph  Jenks,  Jr.,  it  is  said,  was  born  in  1632, 
and  is  reported  to  have  been  with  his  father  at 
Lynn  in  1647,  which  event  he  must  have  come 
to  New  England  long  before  he  arrived  at  man- 
hood. He  probably  remained  at  Lynn  until  his  re- 
moval to  Providence  Plantations.  He  was  the  first 
white  man  to  build  a home  at  Pawtucket,  w'here  he 
no  doubt  was  induced  to  locate  because  of  the  wa- 
ter-power to  drive  his  forge  and  sawmill.  Ac- 
cording to  family  traditions  he  is  said  to  have  set- 
tled here  in  1655,  but  no  authentic  evidence  exists 
that  he  w^as  here  at  such  an  early  date.  The  first 
mention  of  him  in  the  records  of  Providence  is  in 
the  deed  of  land  he  purchased  at  Pawtucket  Falls, 
Oct.  10,  1671.  He  is  referred  to  in  this  deed  as  an 
inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Providence.  On  March 
25,  1669,  he  had  been  granted  land  on  both  sides 
of  the  Pawtuxet  river.  In  January,  1670,  his  name 
appears  on  the  Warwdck  records  as  foreman  of  a 
jury.  Some  of  the  family  traditions  point  to  this 
original  residence  in  Warwick.  Mr.  Jenks  built 
his  forge  below  the  Falls  on  the  south  side  of  the 
present  }^Iain  street,  Pawducket.  He  was  a man 
of  much  enterprise,  not  only  active  in  his  owm  bus- 
iness, but  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  in  1680;  moderator  of  town 
meeting  in  1679  o’"  1680;  one  of  the  tax  assessors 
at  the  same  period ; was  chosen  April  28,  1679,  to 
represent  Providence  in  the  General  Assembly  at 
Newport;  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  from  Oc- 
tober, 1698,  to  February,  1699,  and  is  referred  to 
constantly  in  the  town  and  Colony  records  from 
1684  to  1698  as  “assistant,”  in  wdiich  capacity  he 
acted  as  a justice  and  performed  marriages.  Be- 
fore he  left  Lynn  Mr.  Jenks  had  married  Esther 
Ballard,  and  four  sons  and  six  daughters  were 
born  to  this  union.  The  sons  w'ere : Nathaniel, 
Ebenezer,  Daniel,  and  William,  who  succeeded  his 
father  in  business,  and  all  took  prominent  positions 
in  the  town  and  Colony.  The  daughters  were ; 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Esther,  Joanna,  Mary  and  Abi- 


gail. The  founder  of  Pawtucket  died  Jan.  4,  1717. 

Daniel  Jenks,  the  youngest  of  the  sons  of  Jo- 
seph Jenks,  of  Lynn,  born  in  1663,  settled  in  Cum- 
berland or  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  under  the  protection 
and  with  the  assistance  of  Joseph,  Jr.,  prospered  in 
his  affairs,  and  left  numerous  descendants. 

From  the  foregoing  sources  sprang  the  numer- 
ous Jenks,  Jencks  or  Jenckes  families  of  Rhode 
Island. 

There  is  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  L,  a 
record  of  the  family  of  Daniel  and  Mercy 
(Sprague)  Jenckes,  who  were  married  Feb.  14, 
1727,  and  whose  children,  according  to  Arnold’s 
Vital  Record,  were:  Catherine,  born  March  27, 
1729;  Jeremiah,  Feb.  12,  1730;  Hannah,  Nov.  i, 
1732;  John,  Nov.  2,  1734;  Phebe,  Feb.  19,  1736; 
Mary,  Sept.  2,  1737;  David,  June  2,  1739;  Daniel, 
March  19,  1743;  and  Alary  (2),  June  3,  1746. 

Daniel  Jenckes,  Jr.,  of  that  same  town,  born 
March  19,  1743,  married  Jan.  6,  1763,  Sarah  Whip- 
ple, and  their  children,  as  per  Arnold’s  Record, 
were:  Gideon,  born  May  31,  1764;  Ezra,  March 
20,  1771;  Dianna,  Nov.  4,  1772;  Rispah,  Sept.  29, 
1774;  Daniel,  Feb.  21,  1777;  Russell,  Oct.  15, 
1782;  and  James,  Alay  27,  1784.  The  father  of 
these  married  (second)  Rhoda  Cruff,  born  Feb/ 
9,  1748-49,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 

(Sprague)  Cruff,  of  Smithfield,  R.  L,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Sterry,  born  in  February,  1787. 
Daniel  Jenckes  owned  land  in  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland, which  now  forms  a part  of  the  village  of 
Berkeley,  where  he  made  his  home.  He  was 
thrown  from  a young  horse  and  killed  in  Cumber- 
land in  1801,  and  was  buried  on  the  farm  along  the 
banks  of  the  Blackstone  river.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Sterry  Jencks,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  in  February,  1787,  and  was 
but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  was 
killed.  He  attended  the  schools  of  the  town  and 
Taught  school  during  the  fall  and  winter  months 
in  his  young  manhood,  working  on  the  home  farm 
in  the  summers.  He  purchased  a farm  in  Cum- 
berland which  is  now  owned  by  John  Angell,  and 
there  he  spent  several  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
selling  it  to  Nathan  Sprague  and  moving  to  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  kept  a hotel  and  livery  stable.  Dur- 
ing the  visit  of  General  LaFayette  in  1824  he 
stopped  at  the  hotel,  and  had  coffee.  Mr.  Jencks 
sold  out  the  hotel,  and  later  became  boss  farmer 
for  the  Lonsdale  Company.  Still  later  he  bought 
the  old  Pond  Tavern,  in  Smithfield  at  what  is  now 
Saylesville,  which  he  kept  until  1838,  when  he  sold 
out  to  the  late  Israel  Sayles.  He  came  to  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Lincoln,  locating  at  Lime  Rock, 
where  he  became  engaged  with  Samuel  Clark  in  the 
lime  business,  and  where  he  continued  some  time. 
He  again  became  boss  farmer  for  the  Lonsdale 
ATanufacturing  Company,  which  concern  owned 
some  six  hundred  acres,  and  thus  spent  some  years, 
then  returning  to  Lime  Rock,  in  the  town  of  Lin- 
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coin,  where  he  lived  retired  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  died  Nov.  26,  1853,  aged  sixty-six 
years,  nine  months,  twenty  days. 

Sterry  Jencks  married  Alarch  26,  1808, 

Nancy,  daughter  of  Christopher' Dexter,  of  Smith- 
field.  He  married  (second)  Sept.  2,  1821,  Abby 
Chaney,  who  was  born  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  July 
16,  1794,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Eve  (Wallin) 
Chaney,  the  former  of  whom  was  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were 
children  as  follows:  Horatio  Nelson,  born  Aug. 

8,  1811,  died  a young  man;  Elsie  Ann,  born  Sept. 
3,  1813,  married  Stewart  Merry;  Jabez  W.,  born 
June  7,  1815,  married  (first)  Mary  A.  Martin, 
(second)  Almira  Perkins,  and  (third)  Ann  iSIaria 
Kendall;  Rhoda  Ann,  born  Jan.  15,  1818,  married 
Levi  Carpenter,  of  Cumberland;  Diana,  born  April 
7,  1820,  married  Benjamin  H.  Aldrich,  of  Smith- 
field.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were : Al- 
bert C.,  born  March  16,  1822,  married  Adeiia  M. 
Cook;  Mary  H.,  born  Jan.  24,  1824,  resides  in 
Lime  Rock,  unmarried;  Charles  E.,  born  Oct.  i, 
1825,  married  Celia  P.  Chase;  Ardelia,  born  Sept. 

9,  1827,  married  Owen  Alason  Thayer,  of  North 
Smithfield;  Henry  Hartwell,  born  Aug.  14,  1829, 
is  mentioned  further  on;  Nathaniel  Niles,  born 
Aug.  29,  1831,  went  to  California  in  1857,  later 
returning  to  Lincoln,  where  he  died ; George  F. 
was  born  Alay  7,  1834. 

The  remains  of  Sterry  Jencks  rest  in  the  Ballou 
cemetery  at  Ashton,  R.  I.  In  politics  he  was  an 
old-line  Whig.  He  was  a member  of  Alount  AIo- 
riah  Lodge,  NM.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  of  Lime  Rock, 
and  became  a Knight  Templar.  His  widow  died 
Jan.  23,  1894,  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine  years,  six 
months,  seven  days — a real  daughter  of  the  Rev- 
olution. 

Henry  Hartwell  Jencks  was  born  Aug.  14, 
1829,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland.  His  boyhood 
days  were  passed  in  Smithfield,  now  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  whither  his  parents  had  removed.  There 
he  attended  the  district  schools,  and  also  in  North 
Scituate,  R.  L,  afterward  going  to  Westfield  (Con- 
necticut) Academy,  and  finally  graduating  from 
the  Worcester  Academy,  in  1850.  He  then  began 
teaching,  a profession  he  followed  most  of  his  life. 
He  taught  at  the  academy  at  Chepachet,  R.  I., 
Plainfield  Academy,  at  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  else- 
where. For  a time  he  read  law  in  the  office  of 
Col.  George  H.  Browne,  at  Chepachet,  and 
remained  there  until  he  became  identified 
with  the  Sugar  of  Lead  Works  in  Boston, 
Alass.,  becoming  president  of  the  company, 
which  had  a capital  of  $10,000.  He  held 
the  office  of  president  for  six  years,  and  then  went 
to  South  America,  locating  at  Buenos  Ayres,  where 
he  became  a teacher  in  the  American  College  under 
Professor  Bird.  Besides  his  duties  as  teacher  of 
English  in  this  college  he  served,  during  the  Bra- 
zilian trouble,  as  deputy  United  States  consul. 
_ After  spending  several  years  there  in  his  dual  ca- 


pacity, he  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  via  Europe, 
where  he  visited  the  principal  countries,  and  again 
located  in  Lincoln,  where  he  taught  school  and  then 
became  agent  for  the  Lime  Rock  Company,  No.  i 
and  No.  2,  at  Lime  Rock,  so  continuing  for  twenty 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  best  teachers  in  all  that 
section,  and  a number  of  elderly  men  and  women 
living  today  attended  the  school  taught  there  by 
Air.  Jencks.  He  traveled  extensively  througli 
South  America  and  the  Western  States  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Perkins  Horse  Shoe  Nail  Com- 
pany, and  was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  that 
now  staple  article  of  commerce  through  the  West, 

Air.  Jencks  is  a member  of  Alount  Aloriah  Lodge, 
No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  at  Lime  Rock,  is  the  oldest 
living  past  master  of  that  lodge,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  Lime  Rock  Grange,  No.  22,  of  which 
for  several  years  he  was  the  first  lecturer ; he  is 
also  a member  of  the  Pomona,  and  is  very  popular 
wherever  he  is  found.  He  has  ever  been  an  om- 
nivorous reader,  and  has  kept  well  posted  on  cur- 
rent events.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and 
was  the  first  superintendent  of  schools  of  one  of 
the  three  districts  in  the  town  of  Lincoln  which 
were  established  when  it  was  set  off  from  the 
town  of  Smithfield,  in  1871. 

George  Frederick  Jencks,  youngest  son  of 
Sterry  Jencks,  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Lincoln  Alay  7,  1834.  He  attended  school  at 
Cat  Swamp,  and  worked  at  home  with  his  father 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade  with  Corliss  and 
Nightingale,  at  Providence,  with  whom  he  spent 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  became  a 
fireman  on  the  Boston  & Providence  Railroad, 
spending  two  years  at  that  work.  For  one  year  he 
was  an  engineer  at  Saylesville,  after  which  he  be- 
came an  engineer  on  the  Alemphis  & Charleston 
Railroad.  This  position  he  resigned  at  the  end  of 
one  year  to  become  an  engineer  on  the  Jackson- 
ville & Great  Northern,  between  Alemphis,  Tenn., 
and  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  where  he  continued  until 
1858,  when  he  went  to  California  on  the  steamer 
“Herman.”  This  vessel  carried  750  passengers, 
and  after  a voyage  of  17,000  miles,  by  way  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro  and  Cape  Horn,  lasting  ninety-seven 
days,  they  landed  at  San  Francisco.  There  he  fol- 
lowed mining,  operating  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  for  two  years,  after  which  he  started  for 
Chile,  leaving  San  Francisco  on  the  sailing  vessel 
“Joven  Alberta,”  with  thirty  others;  they  reached 
their  destination  after  a voyage  of  thirty  days.  Air. 
Jencks  became  an  engineer  on  the  railroad  between 
Santiago  and  San  Fernando,  spending  five  years 
there,  and  then  crossing  the  Andes  on  horseback  into 
the  Argentine  Republic,  a distance  of  1,500  miles. 
He  worked  as  an  engineer  on  the  Argentine  Cen- 
tral Railroad  for  three  years,  and  then  took  a sim- 
ilar position  with  the  Brazilian  transport  engaged 
in  conveying  troops  under  Emperor  Dom  Pedro 
for  duty  in  the  Paraguay  wars.  After  five  years  he 
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again  crossed  the  Andes  back  to  Chile,  and  from 
there  went  to  Pern,  where  lie  spent  seven  years 
as  engineer  and  master  machinist  on  the  Ylo  & 
Aloquegua  railroad.  In  1878  he  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  came  to  his  old  home  in  Rhode 
Island,  where  he  spent  two  years.  In  1880  he  went 
to  Central  America,  locating  at  Nicaragua,  where 
he  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Nicaragua 
railroad.  Here  not  one  of  the  employees  could 
speak  a word  of  English,  the  road  being  built  prin- 
cipally by  native  help  under  the  superintendency 
of  Air.  Jencks.  This  work  lasted  eight  years,  and 
he  returned  in  1888  once  more  to  Rhode  Island, 
where,  in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  he  bought  the  Dr. 
Arnold  farm  on  the  Great  Road,  near  Lime  Rock, 
a tract  of  fifty  acres,  and  there  he  has  built  one  of 
the  finest  homes  in  the  town,  making  other  corre- 
sponding improvements.  He  makes  this  place  his 
home,  and  his  time  is  now  devoted  to  farming. 
Aluch  of  the  furniture  in  his  home  is  from  Central 
and  South  America,  and  is  hand-made  of  walnut 
by  the  natives  there — works  of  art  not  often  seen 
in  this  State. 

Air.  Jencks  is  a man  of  genius  and  enterprise. 
He  has  invented  and  patented  a railroad  sleeper, 
made  from  malleable  iron  (patented  1903),  also 
a window  frame,  and  a corrugator  for  steam  pack- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  He  be- 
came a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity  while  liv- 
ing in  the  Argentine  Republic.  During  his  years 
in  South  and  Central  America  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  Spanish  language,  speaking  and 
writing  it  fiuently,  and  also  has  a knowledge  of 
several  other  tongues. 

On  Nov.  5,  1865,  at  Rosario,  Argentine  Re- 
l)uhlic.  Air.  Jencks  married  Alary  C.  Scannell, 
born  there  Alarch  4,  1847,  ^ daughter  of  John 
Scannell,  an  Englishman.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  namely : Sterry  H. ; Beta  Ala- 
ria,  who  married  Crawford  N.  Eairbanks,  and  re- 
sides at  Central  Ealls,  and  who  has  two  children, 
George  Henry  and  Ruth  Alaria ; and  Flora  Abbie, 
who  married  Edwin  Wilson,  of  Providence. 

Sterry  H.  Jencks,  son  of  George  Frederick, 
was  born  at  Rosario,  Argentine  Republic,  Alarch 
25,  1867,  and  was  ten  years  old  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents.  He  at- 
tended school  at  Lime  Rock,  later  in  North  Smith- 
field,  and  a grammar  school  at  Worcester,  whence 
he  went  to  the  Central  Falls  high  school  and  the 
I’rovidence  high  school,  completing  his  studies  in 
Lehigh  University,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
graduated  as  a ’ civil  engineer  in  1888.  He  then 
went  to  Canada,  and  for  three  years  followed  his 
profession  in  Ontario.  Thence  he  went  to  West 
N'irginia,  where  he  became  engineer  for  the  West 
Adrginia  Railroad  Development  Company,  and 
later  was  engineer  for  the  Norfolk  & Western 
railroad.  He  is  now  located  at  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  en- 
gaged in  bridge  construction  work.  Like  his  father 
he  is  a Republican  in  politics.  Fraternally  he  is  a 


thirty-second  degree  Alason.  He  married  Nellie 
Alahaffey,  daughter  of  Emery  and  Alary  Alahaffey, 
of  Alahaffey,  Pennsylvania. 

THOAIAS  FLETCHER  ARNOLD,  who 
passed  away  Oct.  7,  1907,  was  the  founder  of  the 
well-known  jewelry  manufacturing  establishment  of 
Arnold  & Steere,  Providence,  and  for  thirty-five 
years  previous  to  his  public  retirement,  in  1901, 
a man  well  known  in  his  line.  He  was  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families 
of  the  State,  ‘ the  early  records  of  which  will  be 
found  on  other  pages  in  this  publication. 

William  Arnold,  the  grandfather  of  Thomas  F., 
was  a sea  captain,  and  resided  at  Apponaug,  where 
he  owned  a large  amount  of  land.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  was  taken  captive  by  the  British  off 
Newport,  while  returning  from  a trip  to  the  West 
Indies.  His  vessel  was  confiscated,  and  he  was 
taken  to  England,  being  for  a time  confined  in  the 
Dartmouth  jail.  He  spent  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  in  retirement,  and  died-  at  Apponaug.  Captain 
Arnold  married  Ruth  Congdon,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  six  children,  as  follows : Caleb,  a shoe- 
maker in  Providence;  John  B.,  who  was  a tailor, 
and  resided  at  Centerville ; x-Amey,  who  married 
Benjamin  Tibbitts,  and  resided  in  Providence; 
Alary,  who  married  John  Greene,  who  conducted 
the  Greene  Alill  at  Centreville ; /Augustus;  and 
AA’illiam,  who  died  young. 

xA.ugustus  xArnold,  the  youngest  of  the  above 
family  to  attain  adult  age,  was  born  at  Apponaug, 
June  10,  1802.  Under  John  Prentice,  of  Provi- 
dence, he  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed all  of  his  life,  conducting  an  establishment  in 
Providence.  He  died  Alarch  28,  1881,  aged 

seventy-eight  years.  On  Oct.  22,  1829,  he  married 
Jane  Boardman  Fletcher,  born  Nov.  3,  1800, 

daughter  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  and  she  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  June  21,  1887,  aged  eighty-six 
years,  the  mother  of  these  children : Arzelia,  born 
Sept.  22,  1830,  married  Henry  Thomas,  and  died  in 
Providence,  Jan.  31,  1873,  aged  forty-two  years, 
leaving  one  son  and  two  daughters ; Thomas 
Fletcher;  xAugustus  B..  born  June  5,  1834,  who  died 
July  16,  1848,  in  his  fifteenth  year;  and  Edward  P., 
born  Oct.  30,  1837,  who  died  /Aug.  10,  1842,  aged 
four  years. 

Thomas  Fletcher  xArnold  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, Nov.  12,  1831,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  until  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  At  that 
age  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  jeweler  with  Pay- 
ton  & Hawkins,  receiving  twenty-five  dollars  per 
year  for  clothing,  and  wages  of  two  dollars  and 
one-half  per  week.  He  remained  with  this  firm 
for  about  eighteen  months,  completing  his  appren- 
ticeship  with  Alathewson  & xAllen,  learning  the 
trade  thoroughly  in  all  of  its  branches,  as  was  the 
custom  in  those  days.  .After  working  as  a journev- 
man  for  several  years,  with  money  he  had  saved 
from  his  wages  he  entered  into  a partnership  with 
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]\Iessrs:  Dodge,  Pierce  & Co.,  and  eighteen  months 
later  purchased  his  partners’  interests.  In  con- 
junction with  Henry  E.  Webster  he  founded  the 
house  of  Arnold  & Webster,  beginning  the  manu- 
facture of  solid  gold  jewelry  in  the  Carr  building, 
on  Page  street.  Mr.  W'ebster  died  in  February, 
1885,  and  the  following  month  Mr.  Arnold  became 
sole  owner  of  the  business,  continuing  so  until  1890, 
when  Mr.  Horace  W.  Steere  purchased  a one-half 
interest,  the  firm  style  becoming  Arnold  & Steere, 
the  name  yet  retained  by  the  firm,  although  Mr. 
Arnold  disposed  of  his  interests  and  retired  from 
active  business  in  April,  1901. 

On  political  questions  Mr.  Arnold  was  independ- 
ent in  local  affairs,  supporting  the  candidate  whom 
he  deemed  most  worthy  of  the  office,  while  in  na- 
tional matters  he  was  a Republican.  He  was  made 
a master  mason  in  Alt.  Vernon  Lodge,  but  with- 
drew from  that  lodge,  becoming  one  of  the  nineteen 
charter  members  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  when  it  was  chartered  in  1876.  He  was 
also  a member  of  Providence  Chapter  and  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Central  and  Pomham  Clubs.  He  was 
eligible,  through  both  his  parents,  to  membership 
in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Air.  Arnold  was  married  (first)  Dec.  6,  i860, 
to  Anna  Simpson,  who  died  April  25,  1871,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-six  years.  They  had  two  children : 
Adelaide,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; and 
Augustus,  whose  death  occurred  in  infancy.  In 
1881  Mr.  Arnold  was  married  (second). to  Char- 
lotte E.  Tennant,  a native  of  New  York  State,  and 
she  died  in  1892.  Air.  Arnold’s  residence  was  at 
No.  354  Broad  street,  where  he  resided  from  1884 
until  his  death.  A man  of  the  strictest  business  in- 
tegrity and  of  considerable  wealth,  he  was  entirely 
self-made,  his  only  start  in  life  being  his  own  energy 
and  ambition.  He  was  one  of  the  old  time  business 
men  and  the  last  survivor  of  his  branch  of  the 
Arnold  family. 

CHARLES  A.  REYNOLDS.  According  to  the 
Hon.  John  J.  Reynolds,  of  Wickford,  R.  L,  who 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  his  branch  of 
the  family,  the  North  Kingstown  line,  there  were 
three  early  settlements  of  the  Reynoldses  in  Rhode 
Island,  viz.:  Jonathan,  at  Bristol;  John  (a  car- 
penter), at  what  is  now  Exeter;  and  James,  at 
what  is  now  North  Kingstown.  By  the  marriage 
of  three  sons  of  James  to  three  daughters  of  James 
Greene  many  of  the  name  now  can  claim  descent 
from  Henry,  King  of  France,  in  1031,  and  from 
Robert,  Earl  of  Leicester,  England,  1310.  James 
Reynolds,  of  North  Kingstown,  is  on  record  as 
being  at  Plymouth  in  Alay,  1643,  that 

time  counted  among  those  able  to  bear  arms. 

(I)  John  Reynolds,  of  unconnected  ante- 
cedents, is  the  first  of  the  direct  ancestry  of  Charles 
A.  Reynolds  of  whom  there  is  record.  He  was 
born  Alay  10,  1711,  and  died  Aug.  18,  1794;  aged 


over  eighty-three  years.  He  was  married  Oct. 
24,  1748,  to  Abigail  Sherman,  whose  death  oc- 
curred July  30,  1798.  Their  children  of  South 
Kingstown  town  record,  according  to  Arnold, 
were:  Stephen,  born  Dec.  5,  1749;  Henry,  July 
23,  1751 ; and  Alary,  April  20,  1753. 

(H)  Stephen  Reynolds,  born  in  1749,  married 
Alarch  3,  1774,  Abigail  Cottrell,  of  Exeter,  R.  I. 
He  served  as  town  clerk  of  that  place  for  forty 
years,  leaving  the  office  June  24,  1824.  He  died 
two  years  later,  Jan.  12,  1826,  aged  seventy-seven. 
His  children,  of  Exeter  town  record,  according  to 
Arnold  were:  Susannah,  born  Feb.  ii,  1775; 
Abigail,  Oct.  ii,  1776;  Lucy,  April  5,  1778;  John, 
Aug.  29,  1780;  Stephen,  Alay  19,  1782;  Samuel, 
June  7,  1784;  Daniel,  July  21,  1786;  Job,  Dec. 
7,  1,788;  Alartha,  Feb.  ii,  1791;  and  Sarah,  Sept. 

B 1793- 

(HI)  John  Reynolds,  born  in  1780,  married 
June  4,  1803,  Alercy,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Tiff't, 
of  Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  they  had  children,  accord- 
ing to  Exeter  town  record,  born  as  follow's : 
Gardiner  C.,  Oct.  10,  1804  ; Asa  T.,  Aug.  17,  1806; 
Susannah,  Oct.  23,  1808;  Deborah  and  Abigail, 
twins,  Alay  18,  1811;  Alercy,  Jan.  14,  1814;  John, 
Feb.  2,  1816;  Jesse  B.,  Alarch  18,  1818;  Ben- 
jamin Hoxie,  Alarch  23,  1820;  and  Stephefi,  July 
II,  1822. 

(IV)  Asa  T.  Reynolds,  born  in  Exeter  Aug. 
17,  1806,  died  in  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.,  where  he  was 
buried.  He  was  a farmer  and  also  a machinist. 
He  and  his  wife.  Alary  Tillinghast,  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Benjamin  A. ; Susan,  Airs.  John 
S.  Heath,  of  Alystic,  Conn. ; and  Addie,  who  died 
unmarried. 

(V)  Benjamin  A.  Reynolds  was  a native  of 
Exeter,  born  in  1835.  He  went  to  school  till  he 
was  old  enough  to  take  a place  as  clerk,  and  then 
began  working  in  that  capacity  for  A.  & W. 
Sprague,  cotton  manufacturers.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  bookkeeper,  and  later  became 
manager  of  their  general  store  at  Natick  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1858  he  embarked  in  business  for 
himself  and  opened  a general  store  at  Carolina 
Alills,  whence  he  removed  later  to  Alapleville,  R.  I. 
Subsequently  he  was  engaged  for  a year  and  a 
half  in  the  manufacture  of  hoopskirts  at  South 
Attleboro,  Alass.,  and  then  in  1865  he  went  to  Cen- 
tral Falls  and  opened  the  store  which  has  ever 
since  been  conducted  by  a Reynolds.  He  began 
in  partnership  with  Nehemiah  Harding,  and  dealt 
in  boots,  shoes  and  dry-goods,  but  in  time  the 
dry-goods  were  dropped  and  a stock  of  clothing, 
hats  and  caps  substituted.  After  they  had  been 
together  five  or  six  years  Air.  Reynolds  purchased 
Air.  Harding’s  interest  and  continued  the  business 
alone  till  1878,  when  his  son  Charles  A.  was  taken 
into  the  firm.  Their  association  continued  till 
1896,  a period  of  eighteen  years,  when  the  senior 
partner  sold  out  to  his  son. 

Air.  Revnolds  had  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
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est  in  politics,  working  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  the  year  previous  to  his  retirement  from  his 
private  business,  when  the  city  of  Central  Falls  was 
incorporated,  he  was  made  treasurer.  His  fitness 
for  the  place  and  his  efficiency  had  already  been 
demonstrated,  for  he  had  been  serving  several  years 
as  tax  collector  for  the  town  of  Lincoln.  In  his 
public  capacity  he  ever  showed  the  same  ability 
and  integrity  which  had  made  his  own  enterprise 
so  successful,  and  both  as  private  citizen  and  pub- 
lic official  he  enjoyed  the  entire  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community.  His  career  of  useful- 
ness was  abruptly  cut  short  by  his  death,  at  Central 
Falls,  i\Iay  8,  1898,  a loss  deeply  felt  by  his  hosts 
of  friends,  for  few  men  in  the  city  were  more 
popular  than  he.  He  was  elected  town  clerk  of 
the  old  town  of  Lincoln  before  Central  Falls  be- 
came a city,  but  he  did  not  qualify  for  the  office. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Reynolds  stood  high  in  Ma- 
sonic ranks.  He  was  a member  of  Jenks  Lodge, 
No.  24,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  which  he  was  past  mas- 
ter; of  Pawtucket  Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  R.  & S.  AI. ; and  Holy 
Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  Paw- 
tucket. He  was  also  enrolled  in  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  4,  K.  P.,  of  Central  Falls;  and  in 
Roger ‘Williams  Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  the 
same  city. 

In  1856  Air.  Reynolds  was  joined  in  matrimony 
to  Aliss  Ann  Eliza  Griffin,  of  Apponaug,  R.  I. 
Airs.  Reynolds  died  in  Central  Falls,  nine  months 
after  her  husband,  on  Feb.  8,  1899.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  both 
she  and  Air.  Reynolds  were  generous  contributors 
to  its  support  and  its  good  works.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  viz. : Charles  A. ; Alary 
A.,  who  married  John  Booth,  a successful  manu- 
facturer of  Pawtucket ; Elwin  A.,  who  died  in 
Central  Falls,  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  forty ; 
Addie  B.,  the  wife  of  Albert  P.  Alartin,  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  Central  Falls;  and  Benjamin  G., 
of  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  who  is  bookkeeper  and  pay- 
master for  the  Lonsdale  Alanufacturing  Company, 
and  who  married  Aliss  Alice  Capwell,  of  Central 
Falls. 

(VI)  Charles  Allen  Reynolds  was  born  Alarch 
18,  1857,  in  Central  Falls,  and  was  sent  to  the 
public  schools  of  that  city.  His  studies  there  were 
supplemented  by  two  years  at  Alowry  & Goff’s 
Classical  School,  in  Providence,  and  then  he  en- 
tered his  father’s  store  as  a clerk  to  learn  the 
business.  On  reaching  his  majority  in  1878  he  be- 
came the  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  B.  A.  Rey- 
nolds & Son,  while  since  1896,  as  stated  previously, 
he  has  been  the  sole  owner  and  manager.  He 
carries  very  full  lines  in  his  stock,  and  does  a 
flourishing  business,  which  is  steadily  increasing 
in  scope. 

Both  in  politics  and  lodge  work  Charles  A. 
Reynolds  has  followed  quite  closely  in  the  steps 
of  his  father,  having  practically  the  same  interests. 


Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  been  treasurer  of 
the  city,  and  is  influential  in  the  councils  of  the 
Republican  party.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Jenks 
Lodge,  No.  24,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  of  Central  Falls; 
and  also  to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  4,  K.  P.,  of 
Central  Falls,  which  he  has  served  several  years  as 
master  of  the  exchequer  and  master  of  finance, 
and  of  which  he  is  a past  chancellor  commander. 
Air.  Reynolds  is  a man  of  many  admirable  traits 
and  he  has  a large  circle  of  friends.  He  is  fond 
of  out-of-door  life,  particularly  of  hunting  and 
fishing,  and  is  quite  an  expert  in  both  lines.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Forest  Club,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  when  it  was  in  existence. 

Air.  Reynolds  was  married  June  15,  1885,  to 
Aliss  Delia  Dolan,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

AIURRAY  (Woonsocket  family).  While  not 
an  old  Rhode  Island  family  the  name  Alurray  is 
one  of  the  best  known  in  Woonsocket,  made  so 
through  the  remarkable  life  in  that  community  of 
the  late  Hon.  James  Alurray,  who  for  a third  of  a 
century  was  one  of  the  most  popular,  highly  es- 
teemed, useful  and  prominent  men  of  his  city. 
Thoroughly  self-made,  and  by  nature  a nobleman, 
he  rose  in  comparatively  a few  short  years  through 
the  force  of  his  character  in  the  land  and  city  of 
his  adoption  from  a poor  boy — from  obscurity — to 
position  and  fortune. 

James  AIurray  was  born  in  1846  in  Tipper- 
ary, Ireland.  He  came  to  this  country  when  a 
youth,  and  at  Alanville,  R.  I.,  secured  employment 
in  a cotton-mill.  After  a time  he  went  to  Albion, 
but  again  returned  to  Alanville,  where  he  continued 
working  for  some  years.  Then,  in  the  latter  six- 
ties, he  located  in  Woonsocket,  in  which  city  he 
resided  the  remainder  of  his  lifetime,  respected, 
honored  and  esteemed.  On  coming  to  Woonsocket 
he  began  working  in  the  weaving  department  of 
the  Social  Alill,  where  for  years  he  was  occupied 
as  a loom  fixer.  It  was  here  that  he  became  ac- 
tive in  the  movement  for  the  ten-hour  law,  with 
Air.  Joseph  Boucher  leading  the  labor  forces  in  the 
Social  Alill  and  elsewhere,  and  in  consequence  both 
were  forced  out  of  employment.  This  was  the 
turning-point  in  the  career  of  the  two  men,  one 
that  resulted  in  good  fortune  and  business  pros- 
perity. They  were  business  partners  until  within 
a decade  of  Air.  Alurray’s  death.  They  were  en- 
gaged in  the  shoe  business.  After  dissolving- 
partnership  with  Air.  Boucher,  Air.  Alurray  con- 
ducted both  a wholesale  and  retail  business  under 
the  firm  style  of  Alurray  & Co. 

Mr.  Alurray  was  popular  with  the  masses,  en- 
joyed a good  trade,  and  through  his  industry  and 
business  eft'orts,  managing  with  good  judgment 
and  care  his  business  affairs,  prospered  greatly, 
meeting  with  rare  success.  He  acquired  consider- 
able property  and  was  one  of  the  substantial  busi- 
ness men  and  citizens  of  Woonsocket.  Only  two 
years  before  his  death  he  erected  a fine  modern  resi- 
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dence  at  the  corner  of  Harris  avenue  and  Black- 
stone  street,  in  that  city. 

While  a Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations 
]\Ir.  Murray  was  about  as  popular  with,  and  surely 
as  highly  esteemed  by,  the  Republicans  as  by  mem- 
bers of  his  own  party.  He  served  Woonsocket  in 
various  public  capacities,  faithfully,  conscientiously 
and  well.  For  years  he  was  moderator  of  town 
meetings.  From  1887  to  1890  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  committee,  under  both  town 
and  city  governments ; and  from  1897  until  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a member  of  the  sub- 
committee on  property.  At  the  spring  election  of 
1892  he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  he  was  re- 
elected to  that  body  in  the  following  year,  serving 
with  that  efficiency  characteristic  of  the  man.  He 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Woonsocket  Build- 
ing & Loan  Association,  and  was  a director  in 
the  Woonsocket  Electric  Machine  & Power  Com- 
pany until  about  two  years  before  his  decease. 
For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Woon- 
socket Lyceum  and  prominent  in  that  society  as  a 
debater.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Father  Mathew  Society,  of  which  he  had 
been  a member  since  1877.  Of  this  society  he  was 
president  for  a number  of  terms,  and  he  was  serv- 
ing it  at  the  time  of  his  death  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  on  the  committee  for  the 
observance  of  the  society’s  fiftieth  anniversary. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus. 

In  1867  Mr.  iMurray  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Hayden,  who  survives  him,  residing  in  the 
beautiful  home  he  had  erected  but  a short  time 
before  his  death.  He  was  taken  suddenly  ill  at  his 
place  of  business,  and  died  before  medical  aid  could 
be  summoned.  May  30,  1899. 

The  appreciation  of  the  man  in  the  community 
in  which  his  business  career  was  passed,  and  the 
character  of  the  man  as  well,  are  evidenced  in  the 
editorial  of  the  Woonsocket  Reporter,  June  2, 
1899,  which  reads  as  follows : “Every  now  and 
then  from  the  lips  and  pens  of  earnest  men  is 
heard  the  call  for  Christian  business  men.  It  is 
not  meant  to  say  that  business  men  are  not  church 
members,  church  attendants  and  moral  and  law- 
abiding  members  of  society  in  the  same  proportions 
as  other  classes  of  people.  But  the  demand  is  for 
men  who  meet  other  men  in  the  market-place, 
who  possess  the  energy  and  sound  sense  of  suc- 
cessful men  of  affairs,  who  are,  indeed,  successful, 
earnestly  busy  men,  and  who  can  nevertheless 
willingly  and  habitually  give  of  time,  means  and 
brains  to  all  those  interests  of  society  which  ideal 
and  true  Christianity  will  enhance. 

“James  Murray,  whose  sudden  death  Tuesday 
night  shocks  this  community,  is  described  by  no 
other  name  so  well  as  by  that  of  the  Christian 
business  man.  In  early  youth  a skilled  laborer, 
worthy  of  his  hire ; next  a master  workman,  who 


resolutely  cast  his  lot  with  that  of  his  associates 
in  an  organized  effort  to  obtain  labor  laws  and 
usage  more  in  accordance  with  the  advancement  of 
the  times;  next  a merchant,  whose  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond;  a thriving  business  man  with 
large  interests,  respected  equally  for  sound  ability 
and  unwavering  integrity;  a conscientious,  con- 
servatively liberal  public  servant,  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  his  State  and  the  school  board  of  his 
city. 

“When  James  Murray  reluctantly  consented  to 
be  a candidate  for  public  office — and  the  office  al- 
ways sought  him,  he  never  seeking  the  office — 
citizens  of  all  parties  voted  for  him.  The  compli- 
rnent  several  times  paid  him  of  unanimous  selec- 
tion for  important  positions  by  city  councils,  largely 
of  the  opposite  political  complexion,  was  well  de- 
served, for  he  filled  every  office  to  which  he  was 
called  with  impartiality,  with  an  intelligent  con- 
ception of  and  close  application  to  official  duties. 
In  the  times  in  Woonsocket  when  turbulent  town 
meetings  tried  moderators’  souls,  James  Murray 
presided  with  a degree  of  ability,  urbanity  and 
judicial  fairness  that  every  taxpayer  acknowl- 
edged. iSIany  citizens,  and  best  those  who  have 
been  associated  with  him  on  the  school  board, 
know  with  what  painstaking  care,  with  what 
studious  interest  and  loyalty  to  the  public  service, 
he  served  the  cause  of  education  in  Woonsocket. 

“In  the  affairs  of  his  church — the  Roman 
Catholic — he  was  a conspicuous  example  of  an 
earnest  lay  worker;  and  with  consistent  attachment 
to  his  own  views  was  a co-worker  with  men  of 
all  beliefs  for  all  moral  causes.  In  politics  he 
served  with  the  Democratic  party  organization  long 
and  well;  but  party  organizations  were  a means  to 
an  end,  and  that  end  the  performance  of  a citi- 
zen’s whole  duty  to  the  whole  people  and  the  Com- 
monwealth. His  mind  was  well  stored,  and  he 
never  ceased  to  study  those  questions  that  appealed 
to  him  as  affording  the  most  light  on  the  duties  of 
the  whole  man,  whether  this  came  under  the  head 
or  religion  or  sociology.  His  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Business  Men’s  Association,  of  which  he 
was  for  a time  president,  was  that  of  the  public- 
spirited  citizen.  Mr.  Murray  was  a natural  de- 
bater, and  perhaps  none  in  his  time  in  Woonsocket 
have  been  readier  or  easier  with  argument  on  every 
topic  of  general  interest.  He  was  the  perfection  of 
courtesy  to  all  opponents. 

“Mr.  Murray’s  private  character  was  marked 
by  unsullied  purity  of  thought  and  speech.  The 
loss  of  no  man  in  the  community  could  be  more 
generally  or  deeply  mourned.  In  every  respect  the 
character  and  worth  of  James  Murray  will  re- 
main a cherished  and  fragrant  memory,  as  of  one 
who  passed  on  to  be  welcomed  into  realms  of 
higher  development.” 

Mr.  Murray’s  funeral  took  place  from  St. 
Charles’  Church,  where  requiem  mass  was  said. 
After  the  mass  Rev.  Father  iNIahoney  ascended 
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the  pulpit  and  delivered  a strong  sermon  on  death, 
and  said  that  “all  should  natch  and  pray,  as  we 
know  not  what  hour  death  shall  come.  Sudden 
deaths  are  more  frecpient  than  we  hear  of.  The 
attachment  that  men  have  for  this  life  always 
gives  them  hope  and  the  thought  of  death  comes 
only  too  late,  when  the  body  and  mind  are  both 
weakened  and  broken  down.  Even  on  the  sick- 
bed, in  most  cases,  death  comes  suddenly.  St. 
Francis  De  Sales  died  suddenly  while  preparing  to 
go  on  a journey.  St.  Francis  Xavier  died  alone 
on  a small  island.  But  their’s  was  not  an  unpro- 
vided death.  When  man  lives  in  sin,  his  conscience 
is  hardened,  his  death  will  be  an  unprovided  one. 
But  if  he  lives  according  to  the  laws  of  God,  think- 
ing constantly  of  his  last  end  and  the  purpose  for 
which  he  was  made,  he  need  have  no  fear  of  a 
sudden  death,  for  his  death  is  provided  for  by  a 
preparation  all  during  life,  because  his  thoughts 
were  always  of  his  end.  The  only  one  who  needs 
to  fear  a sudden  death  is  that  man  who  is  not  ready 
to  die.  The  man  who  lives  in  sin  has  reason  to 
fear  a sudden  death.  We  know  that  the  entire 
life  of  :\lr.  }^Iurray  was  passed  as  a preparation  for 
death.  You  knew  him  as  a citizen  and  could  see 
that  all  his  actions  were  permeated  by  a spirit  of 
religion.  A religious  motive  was  at  the  bottom  of 
all  his  actions.  For  that  reason  he  was  successful 
and  the  entire  community  unite  in  honoring  him 
to-day.  He  was  honest  as  a business  man.  There 
is  not  a man  in  the  community  who  can  point  to 
one  single  dishonest  act  of  his.  As  a citizen, 
again,  the  religious  motive  directed  his  acts.  His 
efforts  were  unselfishly  devoted  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  community.  When  duty  called  him  he  was 
honest,  faithful  and  trustworthy.  Never  as  a poli- 
tician did  he  ever  sell  his  honor  and  would  never 
accept  a favor.  He  was  an  honest  man  even  as  a 
politician,  where  there  are  so  many  temptations. 
You  knew  him  better  than  I as  a public  man  and  he 
is  praised  by  the  entire  community.  In  all  my  ex- 
perience I never  heard  of  a single  layman  who 
enlisted  the  respect  of  all  like  Mr.  IMurray.  Fie 
deserved  it.  In  every  household  words  of  regret 
go  up.  The  press  has  voiced  the  sentiments  of 
the  community.  In  paying  such  a tribute  to  i\Ir. 
INlurray  the  city  has  done  itself  an  honor,  because 
it  has  shown  that  it  knows  how  to  appreciate  in- 
tegrity, honesty.  He  would  not  desire  me  to  de- 
liver an  eulogy  of  him.  The  city  and  community 
have  spoken  his  eulogy.  1 knew  him  as  a religious 
man.  Of  all  the  laymen  that  I have  met,  none 
were  more  deeply  imbued  with  a religious  spirit 
than  jMr.  Murray.  He  was  full  of  religious  con- 
victions and  he  put  to  jiractice  the  precepts  of  his 
religion.  He  never  missed  his  morning  prayer  and 
he  also  practiced  the  habit  of  mental  meditation 
on  holy  things,  and  when  night  came  he  would  go 
down  on  his  knees  with  his  beloved  wife  and  never 
missed  an  evening  prayer.  On  Sunday  nothing 
deterred  him  from  attending  mass,  heat,  cold  or 


storm.  In  thirty  years  he  never  missed  a mass 
until  recently  a few  Sundays  on  account  of  sick- 
ness. And  the  first  Friday  of  every  month  he 
attended  the  five  o’clock  mass  in  the  church. 
Y'hether  at  communion  or  not  he  was  always  here, 
showing  his  love  and  devotion  to  the  sacred  heart 
of  Jesus.  His  life  has  also  proved  that  religion 
and  business  can  go  together  and  be  successful. 
He  was  a man  of  goodness,  honesty,  religion  and 
integrity,  whose  worth  was  not  well  known  until 
now.  If  he  had  begun  years  ago  and  had  had 
opportunities  that  we  have  to-day  he  would  be  a 
leader  in  no  matter  what  profession  he  chose.  But 
he  lived  the  life  of  an  ordinary  man  and  he  has 
done  honor  to  it.  In  bidding  our  last  adieu  to  one 
who  never  shirked  a duty,  a parishioner  who  de- 
voted himself  to  the  interests  of  every  society  in 
the  parish,  at  this  last  mass  over  his  corpse  in 
which  God’s  minister  sends  up  a sacrifice,  we  can- 
not refuse  to  pray  God  to  have  mercy  on  him.  We 
are  frail..  God  will  not  permit  man  with  the  stain 
of  sin  to  enter  His  presence.  Even  if  only  a venial 
sin  it  must  be  cleansed.  He  was  human ; if  he  died 
with  any  trait  of  slight  ofifense  we  can  shorten  the 
time  of  cleansing  by  prayer  for  him.  He  at  his 
last  moments  turned  to  his  God  and  asked  pardon 
and  expressed  contrition  for  any  faults  and  asked 
God  to  have  mercy  on  him.” 

KING.  (I)  Clement  King  was  an  inhabitant  of 
IMarshfield  as  early  as  1669,  and  his  wife,  Susanna, 
it  is  recorded,  died  June  19,  1699.  Their  children 
were;  Clement,  who  died  about  1694;  Susanna, 
who  died  June  19,  1690;  and  Johanna,  who  was 
born  in  1670. 

(II)  Clement  King  (2)  was  made  a freeman 
of  Alarshfield,  Mass.,  in  1682,  and  removed  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1687.  His  widow,  Elizabeth, 
married  Thomas  Barnes  on  Nov.  12,  1694,  and  re- 
moved to  Swansea,  where  she  died  Nov.  27,  1708. 
To  Clement  King  (2)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were 
born  the  following  children  : John,  who  died  Sept. 
18,  1723;  James,  who  married  Oct.  13,  1734,  Persis 
Brooks,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1756;  Thomas,  who  died 
Oct.  10.  1723;  and  Ebenezer. 

(III)  John  King  was  a resident  of  that  part  of 
Providence  which  is  now  Cranston,  his  home  farm 
being  at  Sockanosset.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Hannah  and  his  second  Elizabeth, 
who  died  Nov.  27,  1754.  He  died  Sept.  18,  1723. 
His  children  were:  Sarah,  born  .•\i)ril  i,  1703,  who 
died  in  youth;  John,  born  March  13,  1705,  who  in 
1730  married  Martha  and  in  1737  Deliverance; 
Jemima,  who  on  Nov.  30,  1724,  mnrried  John 
Wheaton  ; Eearnot,  who  married  Ann  Briggs,  July 
16,  1732,  and  died  Jidy  23,  1745;  Obadiah  ; Isaac, 
who  married  Elizabeth  in  1732,  and  on  April  26, 
1741,  married  Sarah  IMoon  ; Josiah,  born  in  1717, 
who  died  April  13,  1800;  W’illiam,  who 'married 
Annie  Dunkin  July  ii,  1743:  and  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Dec.  18,  1735,  Joseph  Jencks. 
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(IV)  Josiah  King  was  born  in  1717  and  died 
April  13,  1800.  On  Dec.  13,  1741,  he  married  Han- 
nah Field,  who  died  a few  years  later,  and  on  Nov. 
23,  1749,  he  married  Mary  Borden,  who  was  born 
Nov.  I,  1716,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Marcy  and  Mer- 
ibah  Borden,  and  died  July  29,  1810.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Abner;  Reuben,  who  married  Sept.  16, 
1770,  Mary  Hadden,  daughter  of  Thomas;  William 
Borden ; and  Hannah. 

(V)  William  Borden  King,  the  next  in  the  line 
we  are  tracing,  is  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

(VI)  John  King,  son  of  William  Borden  and 

Wealthan  (Walton)  King,  was  born  Jan.  21,  1795, 
on  the  old  home  farm  of  his  father,  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  acquired  such  schooling  in  his  youth 
as  the  locality  afforded.  He  was  a man  of  robust 
health,  but  a sudden  illness,  which  it  appears  the 
physicians  were  unable  to  diagnose  properly,  re- 
sulted in  his  death  when  he  was  in  his  thirty- 
seventh  year.  In  1821  he  married  Lucretia  Paine, 
who  was  born  April  16,  1791,  daughter  of  Squire 
Paine,  and  to  this  union  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Mary  Borden,  born  Nov.  19,  1821,  who 
died  April  22,  1889;  Ann  Eliza,  born  Oct.  23,  1823, 
who  died  May  15,  1893;  Henry  Clay,  born  Feb.  22, 
1825,  died  Dec.  26,  1903 ; John  Allen,  born 

April  22,  1827,  who  died  in  1831  ; William  Borden, 
born  April  i,  1829;  and  Abbie  Allen,  born  Nov.  14, 
1831.  The  mother  died  March  3,  1852,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-one  years.  He  life  was  filled  with  the 
labors  of  love,  for  she  was  devoted  to  her  family, 
and  from  her  children  learned  much  of  that  which 
in  their  later  years  gave  them  such  marked  char- 
acteristics— virtue,  integrity  and  industry.  She  was 
buried  in  the  family  cemetery  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Johnston. 

(VII)  Henry  Clay  King  was  born  Feb.  22. 
1825,  on  the  home  farm,  and  was  the  third  child 
and  eldest  son  of  John  and  Lucretia  (Paine)  King. 
He  passed  his  youth  on  the  farm,  assisting  as  mucli 
as  he  could  in  the  work  at  home,  and  his  father's 
death  occurring  when  he  was  but  seven  years  of 
age  a large  part  of  the  work  and  management  of  the 
place  devolved  upon  him,  so  that  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry  and  frugality.  In  truth, 
he  was  a father  to  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  his  care  over  them  and  their  interests  never 
ceased  until  his  death.  He  was  well  known  for 
his  many  sterling  qualities,  and  respected  and 
honored  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. For  years  he  conducted  the  farm  upon 
which  the  surviving  members  of  the  family  are  still 
residing,  property  to  which  they  removed  in  1852, 
and  which  is  located  in  Johnston  but  situated  on 
the  city  line  of  Providence.  Here  he  grew  vege- 
tables and  small  fruits  for  the  city  market,  and  his 
products  were  well  known  and  are  still  remembered 
by  many  of  the  city’s  best  families.  Though  his 
youth  afforded  little  or  no  opportunity  for  educa- 
tion, and  his  career  was  always  a busy  one,  he 
nevertheless  found  time  for  mental  improvement 
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and  was  considered  well  informed  on  such  subjects 
as  concerned  his  vocation  and  the  duties  of  good 
citizenship,  and  he  had  a fund  of  general  informa- 
tion. Perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  trait  of  his 
character  was  his  devotion  to  the  family — mother, 
brothers  and  sisters.  To  them  he  devoted  his  best 
endeavors.  He  was  their  counselor,  their  more  than 
brother,  more  than  son.  On  one  occasion  the  en- 
tire family  with  the  exception  of  himself  were  ill, 
with  some  prevailing  malady,  and  his  tender  care 
of  the  afflicted,  his  solicitude  and  watchful,  patient 
attendance  were  remarked  by  all  who  knew  or 
learned  of  the  matter.  Mr.  King  was  not  a man  of 
great  physical  proportions,  but  what  he  lacked  in 
size  he  made  up  for  by  his  wonderful  industry, 
which  was  second  only  to  his  attachment  to  his 
family,  a trait  singular  among  the  members  of  his 
family,  since  none  of  the  brothers  or  sisters  ever 
married.  His  death  occurred  Dec.  26,  1903,  and  he 
was  interred  in  the  old  family  burying-ground  in 
Johnston,  where  he  had  erected  a monument  to  the 
memory  of  his  people. 

(VII)  William  Boruen  King,  brother  of 
Henry  Clay,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  April  i, 
1829,  and  his  entire  life  was  given  to  assisting  in 
the  care  and  welfare  of  the  family.  He  was  a man 
of  pronounced  opinions,  was  a great  reader,  and 
was  exceptionally  well  informed  on  historical  litera- 
ture. In  somewhat  recent  years  he  devoted  much 
time  and  attention  to  grape  culture,  and  as  long  as 
he  had  the  necessary  vigor  his  was  one  of  the  best 
kept  vineyards  in  the  community.  He  passed  away 
Sept.  16,  1907. 

(VH)  AiuiiE  Allen  King,  only  survivor  of  the 
family  of  John  and  Lucretia  King,  and  sister  of 
Henry  Clay  and  William  Borden  King,  was  born 
Nov.  14,  1831.  She,  too,  assisted  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  family,  and  her  motherly  kindness  is 
well  known  far  and  near.  For  years  she  was 
the  mother,  tenderly  ministering  to  the  ills  of  her 
brothers  in  their  advancing  years.  Hers  seems  a 
perpetual  youth,  for  she  is  possessed  of  a most 
happy  disposition,  bright,  witty,  in  full  possession 
of  every  faculty,  interesting,  and,  in  short,  a charm- 
ing person.  In  November,  1905,  she  caused  to  be 
erected  a monument  to  the  memory  of  the  family 
who  have  passed  so  many  years  on  the  homestead. 
It  is  a handsome,  imposing  granite  and  stands  upon 
the  hill  just  above  the  home,  on  a site  suggested 
by  her  brother  Henry,  who  had  hoped  to  erect,  at 
some  time,  a fitting  memorial.  When  Miss  King 
passes  to  her  reward  the  John  King  branch  of  the 
King  family  will  have  become  extinct,  and  who 
shall  say  that  the  lives  of  these  brothers  and  si.sters, 
simple,  frugal,  each  devoted  to  the  other,  have  not 
been  well  spent — that  their  life  has  not  been  the 
ideal ? 

CAPT.  A.  FRANK  IMOWRY,  captain  of  po- 
lice and  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular 
officials  of  the  police  department  of  Providence, 


1730 


RHODE  ISLAND 


descends  from  the  old  ]Mo\vry  family  of  Smith- 
held,  the  early  history  of  which  is  given  elsewhere. 
Captain  iNlowry  is  in  the  eighth  generation  in  de- 
scent from  Roger  iMowry,  as  indicated : 

(I)  Roger  Howry,  who  married  Alary  John- 
son, came  to  Providence  about  1649. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Howry,  born  in  1644,  married 
Johannah  Inman. 

(III)  Capt.  Joseph  Alowry  married  Alice 
Hhipple. 

(i\’)  Joseph  Alowry,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph, 
born  Feb.  26,  1698,  married  Margery  Alowry, 
daughter  of  John  and  Alargery  (Whipple)  Alowry. 
Their  children  were:  Alice,  born  Nov.  5,  1738; 
Joseph,  April  24,  1740;  Jeremiah,  Alarch  24,  1742: 
John,  Dec.  4,  1743;  Amey,  Dec.  4,  1746;  Eleazer, 
Sept.  5,  1750. 

(\’)  Eleazer  Alowry,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Sept. 
5,  1750,  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Reuben  Aid- 
rich,  and  their  children  were:  (i)  Alargery,  born 
Alay  3,  1774,  married  Jesse  Taft.  (2)  Lydia,  born 
July  28,  1776,  married  William  Ross.  (3)  Eunice, 
born  April  ii,  1778,  married  John  Cooper.  (4) 
Reuben,  born  Alay  10,  1780,  married  Dacy  Staples. 
(5)  Rhoda  was  born  Feb.  24,  1783.  (6)  Phila, 

born  Feb.  4,  1785,  married  (first)  Peter  Aldrich 
and  (second)  a Air.  Thayer.  (7)  Ruth,  born  Nov. 
28,  178C,  married  Welcome  Ballou.  (8)  Robe, 
born  Oct.  22,  1789,  died  June  9,  1794.  (9)  Elea- 

zer, Jr.,  born  Sept.  7,  1791,  married  Alercy  Ballou. 
(10)  Joseph,  born  June  29,  1795,  married  Elsie 
AT  Boutelle.  (11)  Ezekiel  was  born  March  4, 
1798.  ( 12)  Levi,  born  Aug.  29,  1800,  married 

Cereah  Warner. 

(\T)  Col.  Ezekiel  Alowry,  son  of  Eleazer, 
was  born  Alarch  4,  1798,  in  what  is  now  North 
Smithfield,  and  removed  to  Burrillville,  locating 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town,  near  the 
Alassachusetts  State  Line.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter,  and  is  recalled  as  a skilled  man  in  his 
line  of  work.  As  was  the  custom  in  those  days, 
he  was  called  to  do  work  in  different  sections  of 
the  country,  thus  spending  considerable  time  in 
the  South.  He  gave  up  working  at  his  trade  and 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  although  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  had  practically  retired 
from  laborious  activities.  He  died  in  Burrillville 
June  22,  1871.  His  title  of  colonel  was  received 
because  of  his  connection  with  the  local  militia. 
He  was  a man  of  powerful  build,  aud  in  his  prime 
was  capable  of  a great  deal  of  hard  labor.  Colonel 
Alowry  married  Julia  Hdieelock,  born  Alarch  28, 
1802,  daughter  of  Seth  Wheelock,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  several  years,  dying  Oct.  13,  1888,  in 
Burrillville.  Their  remains  were  buried  first  in  a 
private  yard  on  the  farm,  but  were  later  removed 
to  the  cemetery  at  Harrisville.  Their  children 
were:  (i)  Lavina,  born  Jan.  4,  1823,  is  the  widow 
of  William  Olney  and  resides  at  Lpton,  Alass. 
(2)  James  Francis,  liorn  April  30,  1825,  died  July 
2,  1830.  (3)  Ifiinice,  born  Oct.  29,  1828,  died 

unmarried.  (4)  Albert  was  born  Oct.  5,  1830. 


(5)  Lucinda,  born  Jan.  21,  1833,  is  the  widow  of 
Sumner  Sherman,  and  resides  in  Burrillville. 

(6)  Daniel  Wheelock,  born  Sept.  12,  1836,  died 

Hay  14,  1839.  (7)  Smith  B.,  born  Alarch  13, 

1839,  married  Alaria  L.  Sherman,  and  resides  at 
Graniteville.  (8)  Julianna,  born  Alarch  3,  1845, 
married  Edwin  Jepherson,  and  resides  at  West 
Upton,  Alassachusetts. 

(VTI)  Albert  Alowry,  son  of  Col.  Ezekiel, 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1830,  in  Bilrrillville,  and  learned 
the  trade  -of  carpenter  with  his  father.  He  followed 
his  trade  until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  set- 
tled on  a farm  near  Wallum  Pond,  subsequently 
removing  to  a farm  adjoining  the  homestead. 
There  he  resided  until  about  1888,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Upton,  Alass.,  at  which  place  he  lived 
about  two  years,  removing  from  there  to  North- 
bridge,  Alass.,  where  he  died  Eeb.  9,  1906.  He  was 
buried  in  the  family  yard  at  Pascoag.  He  was  in 
poor  health  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life. 

Air.  Alowry  was  married  Sept.  14,  1856,  to 
Ruth  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Archa  Thayer.  Airs. 
Alowry  died  April  i,  1889,  aged  fifty  years.  Their 
children  were:  Albert  Erank,  born  Alarch  10, 
1859;  AVinsor  B.,  Feb.  2,  1861  (died.  Oct.  20, 
1861);  Ella  Alay,  Oct.  ii,  1864  (died  Jan.  3, 
1865)  ; and  twin  sisters,  March  10,  1871  (died  the 
same  day). 

(Vlli)  Albert  Frank  Alowry,  son  of  Albert, 
was  born  Alarch  10,  1859,  ”1  Burrillville,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  district  school 
and  the  Harrisville  grammar  school.  Ble  then  at- 
tended the  Alowry  & Goff'  English  and  Classical 
School,  at  Providence,  and  subsequently  taught 
school  one  term  at  North  Smithfield.  He  next 
attended  the  New  Hampton  Academy,  at  New 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  where  he  took  a commercial 
course  in  addition  to  the  regular  academic  course. 
Returning  to  his  native  town  in  1879,  he  was  for 
two  years  in  the  employ  of  the  late  Erederick  S. 
Farwell,  who  was  then  engaged  in  woolen  manu- 
facturing at  Harrisville.  In  1880  Air.  Alowry 
was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  there  and 
was  re-elected  in  1881.  In  August  of  that  year 
he  removed  to  Providence,  and  early  in  1882  he 
became  identified  with  the  police  department,  serv- 
ing as  a patrolman  six  years.  Later  he  was  ap- 
pointed a sergeant  by  Alayor  Gilbert  E.  Robbins, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  his  appointment  as 
lieutenant  by  Alayor  William  C.  Baker.  In  Alarch, 
1902,  he  was  appointed  a captain  by  the  board  of 
police  commissioners  (Col.  Frank  F.  Olney,  chair- 
man), and  was  located  at  Station  No.  5,  on  Plain 
street,  until  July,  1906,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  Station  No.  2,  Chalkstone  avenue  and  Ashbur- 
ton street. 

On  April  10,  1890,  Captain  Alowry  was  mar- 
ried to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Gill.  They 
have  no  children.  They  reside  on  West  Clifford 
street  and  the  Captain  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate  in  that  locality.  He  is  liberal  in  his 
political  views,  on  local  issues  voting  for  the  man 
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he  thinks  best  fitted  for  office;  on  national  issues 
he  supports  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a member 
of  Alt.  \Arnon  Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.; 
Providence  Chapter;  Providence  Council,  and  St. 
John’s  Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar.  He 
is  also  a member  of  Eagle  Lodge,  No.  2,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  Captain  Alowry  is  a jovial,  good-natured  man, 
kind-hearted,  but  firm  when  the  occasion  demands. 

JOHN  R.  DENNIS,  whose  death  occurred  at 
his  late  residence.  No.  i Pacific  street.  Central 
Falls,  was  for  a number  of  years  a well-known 
Republican  leader  of  the  State.  Air.  Dennis  was 
born  Oct.  13,  1836,  in  Portsmouth,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Jane  (Tare)  Dennis,  and  a member  of  the  well- 
known  Dennis  family  which  was  founded  as  early 
as  1656  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Islandi. 

(I)  Robert  Dennis  was  an  inhabitant  of  Ports- 
mouth in  1656,  on  August  25th  of  which  year  he 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  of  Job  Hawkins 
and  his  mother,  Jane,  widow  of  Richard  Hawkins, 
of  Boston.  In  this  deed  Air.  Dennis  is  termed  a 
''planter.”  He  was  admitted  a freeman  there  in 
1671.  On  Nov.  19,  1672,  he  married  Sarah,  born 
in  1645,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Alary  (Newland) 
Howland,  of  Duxbury,  Alass.,  and  here  in  Ports- 
mouth they  passed  their  lives,  reared  a family, 
died  and  were  buried.  Air.  Dennis  was  a member 
of  the  House  of  Deputies  of  the  Colony,  1673-84. 
He  deeded  land  in  Portsmouth  in  1672  for  a 
Friends’  burial-ground.  He  died  June  5,  1691,  and 
his  widow  passed  away  Oct.  2,  1712.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Alary,  born  Sept.  20,  1673 ; Robert, 
Nov.  6,  1677;  Sarah,  Oct.  31,  1679;  John,  Aug.  15, 
1682,  and  Joseph,  Alay  25,  1689. 

(II)  John  Dennis,  son  of  Robert,  born  Aug. 
15,  1682,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  Ann,  born 
July  6,  1683;  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Ann  (Tail- 
man)  Brayton,  and  they  lived  in  Portsmouth  and 
Newport.  Air.  Dennis  was  a freeman  in  1709  and 
deputy  in  1718,  and  his  death  occurred  Aug.  4, 
1732,  at  “Easton  farm,”  at  the  *age  of  fifty  years. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  Aug.  28, 
1774,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  his 
father  and  are  mentioned  as  of  Newport.  No 
account  has  been  obtained  of  the  birth  of  more 
than  one  son,  John.  The  record  is  supposed  to  be 
incomplete. 

(HI)  John  Dennis  (2),  son  of  John,  married, 
according  to  the  Friends’  record,  Jan.  4,  1743, 
Lydia,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Lawton,  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The  birth  of  only  one  child, 
Sarah,  is  found  of  public  record,  she  born  at  New- 
port Alay  7,  1750,  this  record  being  presumably  in- 
complete. There  is  mentioned  in  Arnold’s  “His- 
tory of  Rhode  Island”  a famous  privateer,  Capt. 
John  Dennis,  1741  to  1756,  who  may  have  been 
this  John  Dennis  (2).  His  widow,  Lydia,  died 
Alay  I,  1816,  “at  the  old  stone  house  in  Spring 
street,”  aged  ninety-three  years. 

(IV)  William  Dennis,  son  of  John  (2),  mar- 
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ried  Elizabeth  Chace,  and  they  lived  at  Providence. 
He  died  July  8,  1862,  and  h is  widow  passed  away 
April  24,  1869.  Their  children  were:  Isaac,  born 
Jan.  7,  1806,  is  mentioned  further  on;  Bowers, 
born  Oct.  17,  1807,  died  in  January,  1833,  on  the 
passage  from  Liverpool  to  New  A’ork ; Ann  Perry, 
born  Feb.  15,  1809,  died  Nov.  17,  1838;  Elizabeth 
was  born  C)ct.  2,  1811;  Darius  Lawton,  born  Oct. 
17,  1814,  died  July  19,  1884,  in  Providence;  Wil- 
liam Robinson  was  born  Dec.  6,  1822. 

(V)  Isaac  Dennis,  son  of  William,  born  Jan. 
7,  1806,  at  Portsmouth,  Prudence  Island,  R.  I., 
died  July  5,  1854,  in  Central  Ealls.  He  married 
Jane  Tare,  born  in  1807  “i  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  she 
died  in  Central  Falls  Oct.  19,  1863,  aged  fifty-six 
years,  six  months.  The  following  children  were 
borp  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Dennis : William  T.,  a spin- 
ner by  trade,  married  Harriet  Wilde,  and  died  in 
Central  Falls ; Eliza  Ann  married  Edwin  Patt 
Clark,  and  both  died  at  Pawtucket;  Alary  J.  died 
in  infancy;  Alary  J.  (2)  is  unmarried  and  living 
in  Central  Ealls ; George  B.,  a spinner  at  the  thread 
factory  of  J.  & P.  Coats,  Ltd.,  Central  Ealls,  mar- 
ried Sarah  N.  Brown;  John  R.,  is  mentioned 
further  on ; Sarah  P.  is  the  widow  of  George 
Irwin,  of  Pawtucket;  Harriet  died  single;  Abby 
Erances  married  Gharles  L.  Spencer,  who  was  in 
the  wood  and  coal  business  at  Central  Ealls,  and 
both  are  deceased;  Benjamin  A.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  horse  business  in  Providence,  married  Abby 
Frances  White;  Charles  Clark,  a blacksmith  of 
Central  Falls,  married  Susan  Alanchester,  of  Bris- 
tol, Rhode  Island. 

(\T)  John  R.  Dennis  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Central  Falls  and  in  1852 
went  to  work  in  the  spool  factory  of  Robert  Cush- 
man— the  business  now  conducted  by  the  Atwood 
Crawford  Company.  He  remained  at  this  business 
until  about  four  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he 
retired.  Since  attaining  his  majority  Air.  Dennis 
had  always  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  many  years  was  a leader  in  the  party 
in  Central  Falls  and  in  the  old  town  of  Lincoln, 
before  Central  Falls  was  divided  from  it.  As  an 
astute  political  manager  he  had  almost  always 
been  able  to  marshal  his  forces  successfully,  and  his 
ability  in  the  adjustment  of  matters  of  party  fac- 
tional strife  had  been  demonstrated  on  many  oc- 
casions. not  only  in  Central  Falls  but  in  other 
places  in  the  State,  when  it  became  necessary  for 
the  leaders  to  call  outside  aid.  A great  deal  of  his 
success  in  this  line,  it  was  said,  especially  in  his  own 
city,  was  attributable  to  the  fact  that  he  never  made 
any  promises  that  he  was  not  reasonably  assured 
of  being  able  to  fulfil.  He  had  been  assailed  and 
maligned  by  members  of  his  party,  especially  after 
the  advent  of  the  Good  Government  faction  in 
Central  Falls,  and  many  of  the  errors  of  others 
connected  with  the  party  were  laid  at  his  door. 
In  the  days  of  his  political  adversity  there  was 
nothing  to  be  noticed  in  his  actions  which  would 
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indicate  that  he  was  not  still  in  the  victorious 
ranks,  for  when  it  had  been  announced  that  the  Re- 
publican party  had  won  out  in  an  election  there 
was  no  more  ostentation  on  his  part  than  when  de- 
feat stared  it  in  the  face.  His  advice  had  been 
sought  on  many  occasions  by  the  State  leaders  of 
the  party,  and  a few  years  before  his  death  he  was 
appointed  a member  of  the  commission  to  redis- 
trict the  city  of  Pawtucket.  In  all  of  his  political 
career  he  never  would  accept  office,  although  he 
had  often  been  urged  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name 
as  a candidate. 

i\lr.  Dennis  had  a penchant  for  collecting  curios 
and  articles  of  antiquity,  and  his  collection  perhaps 
surpassed  anything  of  a similar  nature  to  be  wit- 
nessed in  the  city  where  most  of  his  life  was  spent. 
Among  this  collection  is  a mantel  piece  which 
came  from  the  old  Colonial  mansion  in  which  was 
formed  the  plan  for  the  destruction  of  the  British 
navy  schooner  “Gaspee,”  by  the  city  of  Providence, 
June  9,  1772.  This  was  exhibited  at  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition,  held  in  Chicago  in  1893. 
Hr.  Dennis  attended  the  Park  Place  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Pawtucket.  He  died  i\ larch  25, 
1905. 

On  Dec.  31,  1856,  Hr.  Dennis  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Payne,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  J.  and 
Lydia  (Hicks)  Payne.  No  children  were  born  to 
this  union. 

DR.  AlICHAEL  H.  SCANLON,  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  southwestern  Rhode  Island, 
was  born  Dec.  9,  1875,  in  iMiddletown,  Conn.,  son 
of  John  Scanlon,  a native  of  that  town. 

The  Doctor’s  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the 
city  of  his  birth,  and  he  graduated  from  the  Mid- 
dletown High  school,  with  the  class  of  1896.  Dur- 
ing that  year  he  was  manager  of  the  foot-ball 
team.  Eor  two  years  he  attended  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
the  following  year  graduated  from  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  class 
of  1899.  ^ wss  house  physician  in 

Backus  Hospital,  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  from  June 
I,  to  Dec.  I,  1900,  was  in  the  City  hospital  at  Fall 
River,  Hass.  He  holds  certificates  from  the  State 
boards  of  Rhode  Islands  and  Connecticut,  Backus 
Hospital,  Norwich,  and  City  Hospital  of  Fall 
River,  and  Ernest  LaPlace  Medico-Chirurgical  So- 
ciety. He  is  a member  of  the  Westerly  Physicians 
Association,  of  which  he  is  president ; of  the  Wash- 
ington County  Hedical  Society,  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Hedical  Society,  and  of  the  American  Hedi- 
cal .Association.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  is  examiner  for  the  local  council ; 
and  he  is  examiner  for  the  Foresters  and  the  .A. 
O.  H.  He  is  a member  of  tbe  Church  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Scanlon  was  married  Oct.  i,  1902.  in  Boz- 
rahville.  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  to  Hiss  Alary 


Coughlin,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  to  this  union 
have  come  two  daughters : Alary  Alildred,  born 
Alarch  14,  1904;  and  Ruth,  born  Alay  20,  1905. 

AIARTIN.  Through  much  of  the  nineteenth 
century  the  Alartins  of  Warren  have  been  among 
the  most  prosperous  men  and  as  well  most  useful 
citizens  of  the  town.  Reference  is  especially 
made  to  the  immediate  family  of  the  late  Ezra  AT 
Alartin,  the  latter  long  prominent  in  the  community, 
at  the  head  of  several  of  its  financial  institutions,, 
and  his  son,  Joseph  W.  Alartin,  too,  has  held  for 
several  years  similar  positions,  in  which  and  in. 
citizenship  he  is  sustaining  the  family  reputation. 

The  Alartins  of  Warren  are  of  the  old  Plymouth 
Colony  family  of  that  name,  one  among  the  early 
families  of  Rehoboth  and  Swansea,  Alass.,  where 
the  name  has  been  continuous  through  approxi- 
mately two  hundred  and  forty  years.  The  Alartin 
family  of  Compton- Alartin,  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land, is  one  of  long  descent  and  one  of  great  emi- 
nence, there  being  a record  of  Alartin  de  Tours,  a 
Norman,  who  made  a conquest  of  the  territory  of 
Cemmaes  or  Kemeys,  in  County  Pembroke,  about 
1077. 

From  John  Alartin,  the  earliest  positively  estab- 
lished American  ancestor  of  this  Rehoboth  branch 
of  the  family,  the  present  Joseph  W.  Alartin,  of 
Warren,  R.  I.,  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration, his  lineage  being  through  John  (2),  Lieut. 
Hezekiah,  Deacon  Hezekiah,  Ambrose  and  Ezra  AT 
Alartin. 

(I)  John  Alartin,  early  of  that  part  of  Rehoboth,. 
Alass.,  which  became  Swansey,  it  is  thought  was  a 
son  of  Richard  Alartin,  who  came  to  New  England 
to  take  possession  of  property  left  him  by  his 
brother  Robert.  Tbe  latter,  a husbandman,  came 
to  New  England  with  Rev.  Joseph  Hull,  in  1635,. 
and  settled  in  Weymouth,  Alass.  There  is  evi- 
dence pointing  to  the  coming  to  New  England  of 
Richard  Alartin  with  his  son,  John,  with  Rev.  John. 
Alyles  and  the  latter’s  Baptist  associates,  about 
1663.  Richard  is  first  of  record  in  Rehoboth  in^ 
Plymouth  Colony  in  i66g,  in  which  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed surveyor  of  highways.  John  Alartin  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Swan- 
sey. He  was  a farmer  and  a weaver  by  trade.  He 
held  several  town  offices  in  Swansey,  was  appointed 
constable  June  6,  1671,  surveyor  of  highways  June 
3,  1673,  again  June  2,  1685.  He  married  April. 
26,  1671,  Johanna  Esten,  born  June  i,  1645,  d 
said,  ■ in  Hertfordshire,  England,  daughter  of 
Thomas,  who,  with  his  family,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land with  Rev.  John  Alyles,  to  latter  of  whom 
founded  in  1663  the  first  Baptist  church  established 
at  WHnnamoiset,  in  Plymouth  Colony,  which  was 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Rehoboth.  The  children- 
of  John  and  Johanna  Alartin  were;  Jemima,  born 
Alay  29,  1672;  Alelatiah,  Ajiril  31,  1673;  Jolub 
Alarch  15,  1674;  Ephraim,  Eeb.  7,  1676;  Ann,  Nov.. 
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14,  1678;  Manassah,  Feb.  2,  1681;  Johanna,  Feb. 

15,  1682-83;  Ebenezer,  Feb.  16,  1684-85;  and 

Judith,  Nov.  13,  1686. 

(II)  John  Martin  (2),  born  March  15,  1674, 
married  (first)  Oct.  ii,  1701,  Marcy,  daughter  of 
William  Hayward.  She  died  Oct.  ii,  1710,  and  he 
married  (second)  (intention  published)  April  4, 
1713,  Marcy,  widow  of  Richard  Thurber.  Mr. 
Martin  settled  in  Rehoboth,  iMass.,  where  he  resided 
until  1728,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Swansey, 
where  he  died  Nov.  3,  1757.  His  children  were: 
Sarah  ; Hannah  ; Joanna  ; John,  born  June  26,  1709  ; 
Marcy;  Barbara,  born  March  13,  1713-14;  iVIary, 
born  March  17,  1715;  Hezekiah,  born  Sept.  7, 
1719;  Elizabeth,  born  in  October,  1722;  Ann,  born 
March  22,  1725;  Jemima;  and  Benjamin,  born  June 
5.  1734- 

(HI)  Lieut.  Hezekiah  Martin,  born  Sept.  7, 
1719,  in  Rehoboth,  married  (first)  March  28,  1741, 
Hannah  Andrus.  She,  the  mother  of  his  children, 
died  March  18,  1765,  aged  forty-five  years,  and  he 
married  (second)  Sept.  10,  1766,  Huldah  Luther. 
Lieutenant  Martin  died  Nov.  ii,  1786,  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year.  His  children  were : Hannah,  born  in 
October,  1741;  Hezekiah,  Aug.  12,  1743;  Anne, 
Sept.  15,  1745  ; Gideon,  July  4,  1746;  Hezekiah  (2), 
Alarch  22,  1748;  Rachel;  Mary,  June  10,  1753; 
Isaac,  i\Iarch  15,  1756;  Ephraim,  May  9,  1758; 
Sarah,  April  6,  1761  ; and  Abigail,  July  19,  1763. 

(IV)  Deacon  Hezekiah  Martin,  born  March  22, 
1748,  in  Rehoboth,  married  Dec.  23,  1770,  Mary 
Pierce.  Deacon  Martin  served  as  a representative 
from  Rehoboth  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts in  1812  and  1813.  He  resided  on  the  farm  on 
Rock  river  upon  which  -his  father  and  grandfather 
before  him  had  lived,  and  which  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  descendants.  He  died  Nov.  16,  1834, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  Sept.  22,  1827.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Huldah,  born  Sept.  8,  1771;  Gideon, 
April  19,  1773;  Lydia,  March  25,  1775;  Hannah, 
Feb.  12,  1777;  Hezekiah,  March  25,  1779;  Pearcy, 
Oct.  23,  1780;  Ambrose,  Nov.  29,  1782;  Polly, 
Feb.  24,  1785;  Luther,  May  21,  1787;  Darius,  Oct. 
26,  1789;  and  Angrer,  April  21,  1795. 

(V)  Ambrose  Martin,  born  Nov.  29,  1782,  in 
Rehoboth,  married  Oct.  17,  1805,  Phebe  Martin, 
daughter  of  Ephraim.  She  died  and  he  married 
(second)  Dec.  30,  1810,  Polly  Miller.  Mr.  Martin 
died  April  14,  1854.  His  children  were:  Almira, 
born  Sept.  22,  1814;  Lydia,  July  17,  1816;  Ezra  M., 
Oct.  14,  1818;  and  Otis  S.,  April  15,  1825. 

(VI)  Ezr.\  M.  M.xrtin,  born  Oct.  14,  1818,  in 
Rehoboth,  married  Cynthia  Wright,  in  Rehoboth, 
and  to  them  came  children  as  follows : Emma  W., 
born  Jan.  20,  1849,  married  William  J.  iMc- 
Kenzie,  ofW'arren;  Joseph  W.,  born  Oct.  14,  1852, 
and  Ezra  (i),  Annie  and  Ezra  (2),  all  three  of 
whom  died  young. 

Ezra  M.  Martin  began  life  as  a poor  boy.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  as  a young  man 
located  in  Warren,  R.  I.  Through  the  force  of  his 


make-up  and  by  industrious  and  economical  habits 
he  forged  his  way  to  the  front,  lived  a long,  useful 
life  in  the  community  in  which  he  early  cast  his  lot, 
and  died  highly  respected,  esteemed  and  honored  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years,  a man  of 
position,  influence  and  means.  Soon  after  locat- 
ing in  Warren  Mr.  Martin,  associated  with  Lewis 
T.  Hoar,  became  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  build- 
ing business,  establishing  what  became  the  exten- 
sive and  prosperous  lumber  and  coal  business  of 
E.  i\I.  Martin  & Son.  Messrs.  iMartin  & Hoar  con- 
tinued in  business  together  until  1878,  in  which 
year  Mr.  Martin  bought  his  partner’s  interest  and 
associated  with  hiiji  in  the  business  his  son,  Joseph 
W.  Martin,  and  the  two  continued  the  business  to- 
gether until  the  death  of  the  father,  since  which 
tim&  the  son  has  carried  on  the  establishment  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Ezra  M.  iMartin  was  of  a quiet,  domestic 
turn,  yet  he  never  shirked  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him  as  a citizen  of  the  community.  While 
not  a politician  or  an  office  seeker,  he  was  well 
fitted  for  the  safe  and  intelligent  conduct  of  any 
public  offices  requiring  the  exercise  of  good  com- 
mon sense,  good  judgment  and  practical  e.xperience. 
He  became  a member  of  the  common  council  of 
Warren  in  1855,  and  served  continuously  in  that 
body  until  1888,  thirty-three  years,  and  with  the 
rare  good  judgment  and  efficiency  indicated  by  the 
length  of  his  service — a service,  perhaps,  without  a 
parallel  in  New  England. 

Early  in  life  iMr.  Martin  united  with  the  IMetho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  in  Warren,  and  for  upward 
of  sixty  years  he  was  an  active  church  worker  and 
a consistent  Christian.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
he  taught  a class  in  the  Sunday-school.  He  was 
never  too  busy  or  too  tired  to  attend  church 
services.  His  very  presence  in  the  sanctuary  was 
a benediction  to  all  of  his  church  associates,  and  an 
inspiration  for  all  who  were  not  members  of  church. 
His  dignified  and  courtly  bearing  made  him  truly 
an  acquisition  to  any  gathering  which  he  attended. 
We  have  intimated  that  he  was  a domestic  man ; 
such  indeed  he  was,  and  in  his  home,  with  his  in- 
valid wife  and  children,  his  beautiful  character 
shone  at  its  brightest.  A more  genial,  companion- 
able man  it  would  have  been  hard  to  find.  Always 
with  the  same  pleasant  smile  and  handshake,  he 
made  everv  one  at  ease  and  at  home  in  his  presence. 
He  was  a profound  musician  and  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  church  choir,  and  up  to  the  very  end 
held  his  place  in  the  choir.  In  early  life  he  played 
a cello  in  the  choir.  Through  a long;  life  he  was  on 
all  the  important  committees  of  his  church,  and 
probably  no  layman  in  the  New  England  Southern 
Conference  was  more  widely  and  more  favorably 
known.  His  friends  loved  and  honored  him  for 
his  sterling  honesty  and  truthfulness,  and  for  his 
bright,  cheerful  spirit  and  friendly  interest  in  their 
welfare  and  happiness. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Martin  had  been 
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president  of  the  Hope  National  Bank  at  ^^’arren 
for  about  twelve  years.  He  was  also  a trustee  of 
the  ^\'arren  Institute  for  Savings.  He  was  presi- 
dent, too,  of  the  Philanthropic  Society,  and  a valu- 
able member  of  Washington  Lodge  of  Masons,  in 
Warren.  He  was  a member  of  the  i\lartha’s  Vine- 
yard Camp  Meeting  Association.  He  was  an  in- 
corporator of  the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  in 
which  he  was  much  interested.  Mr.  Martin  died 
at  his  home  in  State  street,  Warren,  R.  L,  Dec.  29, 
1901. 

(\*H)  Joseph  Wrigpit  AIartin,  son  of  the  late 
Ezra  M.,  was  born  Oct.  14,  1852,  in  the  town  of 
Warren,  R.  I.,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
town  received  his  primary  education.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  entered  the  East  Greenwich 
(R.  I.)  Seminary,  and  was  graduated  from  its 
commercial  department  in  1873.  Erom  this  period 
he  began  his  active  business  career.  From  1878 
until  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  he  was  with  him, 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  E.  M*.  iVlartin  & 
Son,  coal  and  lumber  dealers,  Warren,  R.  I.  The 
coal  business  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Staples 
Coal  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Martin  is  now  a mem- 
l^er  and  also  its  agent. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
served  his  fellow-townsmen  in  a number  of  official 
relations.  He  was  a member  of  and  president  of 
the  town  council  for  four  years.  For  three  years 
he  was  town  treasurer.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  financial  institutions  of  his  town. 
He  formerly  served  as  vice  president  and  later  as 
president  of  the  Warren  National  Bank;  was  a 
director  and  also  president  of  the  Hope  National 
Bank;  president  of  the  Warren  Trust  Co.,  of  War- 
ren, and  was  a trustee  of  the  Warren  Institution  for 
Savings ; and  when  all  these  institutions  were 
merged  into  the  Warren  Branch  of  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company,  i\Ir.  Martin  became  chairman  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  latter,  which  position 
he  now  holds.  He  is  a director  of  the  Old  National 
Bank,  Providence,  and  the  Warren  Foundry  & 
iMachine  Company,  and  is  president  of  the  Warren 
Electric  Light  Company.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Union  Club  of  Warren,  and  is  a Freemason,  identi- 
fied with  Washington  Lodge  at  Warren. 

JONATHAN  KING  (deceased)  was  born 
April  I,  1824,  about  one  mile  south  of  Knightsville, 
son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Ralph  (Stone)  King, 
the  latter  a daughter  of  Edmund  Stone. 

Henry  King  was  a farmer  living  near  Knights- 
ville, R.  I.  He  and  his  wife  hadi  nine  children : 
Alma  married  Augustus  iMoffatt ; Eliza  married 
Sylvester  Stone;  Susan  married  Joseph  Stone; 
Sarah  married  William  Thomas ; Freclove  married 
Cyrus  Person ; William  married  Celia  Tavlor ; 
Joseph  Warren ; Jonathan,  and  John.  All  of  this 
family  lived  to  maturity. 

Jonathan  King  attended  the  Dugway  Hill 
schoolhouse  and  tlien  went  to  Knightsville.  where 


he  had  his  last  schooling.  Although  he  continued 
going  to  school  until  twenty-one  years  old  his 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  as  he  attended 
but  three  months  each  year.  However,  he  went 
through  his  arithmetic,  algebra  and  geometry,  and 
being  very  fond  of  mathematical  subjects  often 
studied  his  text-books  after  leaving  school.  He 
was  in  fact  a natural  student,  and  when  at  school 
was  one  of  the  most  proficient  scholars,  having 
been,  often  highly  praised  by  his  teachers. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr.  King  was  mar- 
ried, but  he  continued  to  attend  school  during  the 
next  three  years,  and  after  his  twenty-first  year 
worked  in  Stukley  Turner’s  factory  for  three 
years,  living  about  one  mile  away.  xTfter  accumu- 
lating a little  money  he  purchased  in  1848  the 
nucleus  of  the  place  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death.  At  that  time  it  comprised  but  five  acres, 
but  Mr.  King  went  resolutely  to  work,  raised  fruit, 
sold  stone  from  the  farm,  and  added  thereto  from 
time  to  time  until  he  owned  a tract  of  100  acres, 
besides  which  he  had  sold  a number  of  small  tracts 
at  prices  in  advance  of  the  original  value.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  berry  business  for  a number  of  years, 
and  in  1871,  from  a little  over  an  acre,  sold  $1,640 
worth,  and  from  his  raspberries  and  strawberries 
together  something  over  $2,300.  Some  years  ago 
he  gave  up  the  berry  business,  and  after  that  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  Mr.  King  had  some  of 
the  finest  land  in  Cranston  township,  and  it  was 
through  his  own  efforts  that  his  property  was 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  efficiency  and  pro- 
ductiveness. 

i\Ir.  King  was  always  an  ardent  Republi- 
can. He  had  care  of  the  school  as  trustee  for 
twenty  years,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
which  built  both  of  the  school  buildings.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  “Mark 
the  perfect  man ; behold  the  upright ; for  the  end. 
of  that  man  is  peace.” 

j\Ir.  King  married  Abby  M.  Baker,  daughter  of 
John  Baker,  of  Warwick,  R.  L,  and  they  had  two 
children : Henry  W.,  living  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
Gilbert  E.,  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  lived  to  a venerable  old  age, 
and  they  were  not  separated  in  death,  both  passing 
away  on  Sunday,  Jan.  12,  1908,  Mrs.  King  at  8:40 
p.  M.  and  Air.  King  at  9 130  P.  M.  The  funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  parlor  of  the  old  farm- 
house, the  caskets  resting  side  by  side,  and  were 
conducted  by  Rev.  Air.  Wicket't,  the  pastor  of 
the  Pettaconsett  Chapel,  the  dignity  of  the  sad  oc- 
casion being  heightened  by  its  simplicity.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  service  the  remains  were  con- 
veyed to  the  family  tomb,  on  the  King  farm,  which 
Air.  King  had  constructed  with  his  own  hands  fully 
thirty  years  before. 

AIOTT  (Providence  family).  The  late  Jacob 
Mott  of  Providence  descended  from  a number  of 
the  earliest  families  of  Newport  county,  among 
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them  being  that  of  Adam  Hott,  who  came  to  New 
England  in  1635  and  was  at  Portsmouth  in  1638; 
Nicholas  Easton,  who  came  to  New  England  in 
1634,  and  was  at  Portsmouth  in  1638;  Clement 
Weaver,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  1655  ; John 
Coggeshall,  a silk  merchant  of  County  Essex, 
England,  who  came  to  New  England  in  1632,  was 
a member  and  a deacon  in  the  first  church  at  Bos- 
ton, and  was  at  Portsmouth  in  1638;  and  Thomas 
Durfee,  who  was  at  Portsmouth  as  early  as  1664. 

(I)  Adam  Mott,  born  in  1596,  of  Cambridge, 
Cambridgeshire,  England,  came  to  New  England 
H 1635,  in  the  ship  “Defense.”  Before  embarking 
he  brought  testimony  of  his  conformity  to  the  or- 
der and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England.  He 
was  twice  married,  second  to  Sarah  Lott,  a widow. 
His  wife  Sarah,  one  of  her  children  by  a former 
marriage,  and  several  of  his  children  by  his  first 
wife,  accompanied  him.  Mr.  Motf  was  admitted 
a freeman  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  May  25,  1636.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  first  church  at 
Roxbury,  1636.  He  moved  soon  to  Hingham, 
where  he  had  a grant  of  land,  and  he  was  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  and  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the 
island  of  Aquidneck  in  1638.  With  others  he  was 
appointed  to  lay  out  lands  in  Portsmouth  and  he 
was  made  a freeman  there  iMarch  16,  1641.  He 
died  in  1661,  and  his  widow  Sarah  died  subse- 
quently. His  children  were:  John,  born  in  1621; 
Adam,  born  in  1623;  Jonathan,  born  in  1626; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1629  (all  to  the  first  wife)  ; 
Jacob,  born  in  1633 ; Eleazer ; and  Gershom. 

(H)  Jacob  Alott,  born  in  1633,  married  Joanna 
Slocum,  born  ]\Iay  16,  1642,  and  they  were  residents 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  Ivlr.  Mott  was  deputy  in 

1674,  and  constable  in  1687.  He  was  one  of  a 
number  who  built,  in  1699,  the  first  house  of  wor- 
ship erected  for  that  purpose  in  the  town  of  Dart- 
mouth. He  died  Nov.  15,  1711,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  Jan.  6,  1727.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Giles  and  Joan  Slocum.  Their  children  were: 
Jacob,  born  Dec.  13,  1661 ; Hannah,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1663;  Mary,  born  Jan.  8,  1666;  Sarah, 
born  Feb.  3,  1670;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  12,  1672; 
and  Samuel,  born  Sept.  4,  1678. 

(HI)  Jacob  Mott,  born  Dec.  13,  1661,  married 
(first)  in  1689,  Cassandra  Southwick,  born  in  1666, 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Boyce)  Southwick, 
and  (second)  Nov.  20,  1705,  Rest  Perry,  born  in 

1675,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  (breeman) 
Perry.  Mr.  Mott  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1684, 
and  was  deputy  in  1705.  He  died  March  14,  1737. 
His  wife  Rest  had  passed  away  Nov.  29,  1709. 
His  children  were:  Jacob,  born  Oct.  8,  1690; 
Adam,  born  June  12,  1692;  Joseph,  born  Jan.  5, 
1695;  Elizabeth,  born  June  29,  1698;  Joanna,  born 
Dec.  9,  1700  (all  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Mary, 
born  April  5,  1708;  and  Rest,  born  Nov.  22,  1709- 

(IV)  Jacob  Mott,  born  Oct.  8,  1690,  married 
Nov.  3,  1719,  Mary  Easton,  born  beb.  19,  1687, 
daughter  of  John,  granddaughter  of  Peter  and 


great-granddaughter  of  Nicholas  Easton.  Thev 
resided  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  where  she  passed 
away  June  26,  1768,  and  he  died  Jan.  24,  1779. 
Their  children  were:  Cassandra,  Dorcas,  Anna, 
Jacob,  John  and  Elizabeth. 

(V)  Jacob  Alott,  born  in  1722,  married  Sept. 
22,  1748,  Hannah  Weaver,  born  March  18,  1720, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Weaver,  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  \\  eaver,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Clement  Weaver.  They  resided  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  where  Mr.  IMott  died  Feb.  17,  1803.  Mrs. 
iMott  had  passed  away  Sept.  3,  1758.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Hannah,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Mary,  Joanna 
and  Benjamin. 

(VI)  Benjamin  iMott,  born  Jan.  i,  1758,  mar- 
ried ]\Iay  14,  1794,  Sarah  Chase,  daughter  of  Hol- 
deirand  Freeborn  (Dennis)  Chase,  he  a descendant 
of  William  Chase  through  William  (2),  Benjamin 
and  Nathan  Chase,  and  she  of  Robert  Dennis 
through  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Durfee)  Dennis.  Their 
children  were : Hannah,  Anna,  Eliza  and  Jacob. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  Aug.  29,  1838. 

(VH)  Jacob  Mott,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
on  the  homestead  farm  in  Portsmouth,  on  Jan.  21, 
1804,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  all 
his  life.  He  resided  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
born,  which  remained  in  the  family  name  until  a 
few  years  ago,  when  it  was  sold  by  his  son  Jacob. 
He  died  May  15,  1886,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Friends  cemetery  at  Portsmouth.  Air.  Alott’s  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  April  15,  1825,  was  Eliza 
Anthony,  born  Feb.  23,  1806,  who  died  Dec.  2, 
1858.  His  second  wife  was  Susannah  Hathaway, 
who  survived  him  for  many  years.  His  children, 
all  by  the  first  marriage,  were  as  follows:  (i) 
William  P.,  born  Jan.  27,  1826,  was  married  April 
II,  1853,  to  Sarah  Freeborn.  (2)  Benjamin,  born 
Sept.  27,  1827,  married  Lizzie  Gardiner,  and  died 
in  Fall  River,  Alass.  (3)  Sarah  C.,  born  Jan.  18, 
1830,  died  in  1835.  (4)  Jacob  and  (5)  John  C. 
(twins)  were  born  Dec.  21,  1831.  John  C.  married 
Kate  Borden  and  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in 
Alay,  1906.  (6)  Edward  A.  and  (7)  Alfred  W. 

(twins)  were  born  Nov.  6,  1839,  and  Alfred  W. 
died  in  1854.  Edward  A.  married  Fannie  H.  Hocd 
and  resides  in  Fall  River,  Alassachusetts. 

(VHI)  J.\coB  AIott,  Jr.,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  Dec.  21,  1831,  at  the  home- 
stead on  the  West  Alain  road  in  Portsmouth,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  work.  He  lived  at  home  until 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  district  school.  In  1849  came  to  Provi- 
dence and  became  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Henry 
H.  Burrington,  who  had  a store  on  High  street, 
there  learning  the  business  of  druggist.  Later  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  H.  A.  Smith,  on  Westminster 
street,  subsequently  engaging  in  business  for  him- 
self by  purchasing  the  store  of  Pardon  Sheldon,  at 
the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Aborn  streets.  He 
continued  in  business  there  for  a number  of  years, 
when  he  sold  out,  and  later  purchased  a drug 
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store  at  Olneyville,  which  he  conducted  for  about 
ten  years,  part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with  John 
S.  Howland.  About  twenty  years  before  his  death 
Mr.  iMott  retired  from  active  business,  devoting-  his 
attention  to  tlie  management  of  extensive  private 
interests.  He  died  Oct.  i6,  1900.  and  was  buried 
at  Swan  Point. 

On  Oct.  13,  1868,  i\lr.  iMott  was  married  in 
Providence  to  Ada  F.  Irons,  who  was  born  in  that 
city  March  i,  1844,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(.Aldrich)  Irons.  Samuel  Irons  was  a well-known 
and  successful  business  man  of  his  day,  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Anthony  & Irons,  who  conducted  an 
extensive  tanning  business.  Two  children  came  to 
Air.  and  Airs.  Alott,  viz.:  Sarah  E. ; and  Freder- 
ick R.,  born  April  23,  1872.  The  son  married  Aliss 
S.  Alay  Gardiner  and  resides  at  Edgewood.  Airs. 
Alott  and  her  daughter  occupy  the  family  resi- 
dence, at  No.  12  Sycamore  street,  which  is  the  old 
homestead  of  Airs.  Alott’s  father. 

Jacob  Alott  was  a Democrat  on  national  is- 
sues, but  in  local  matters  voted  for  the  best  man. 
He  cared  little  for  political  matters  or  similar  inter- 
ests, and  was  not  a member  of  any  societies  or 
clubs,  being  very  domestic  in  his  habits,  and  he  was 
beloved  by  his  family  and  esteemed  by  his  many 
friends.  His  business  associations,  though  mostly 
formed  through  the  one  line  to  which  his  active 
years  were  devoted,  brought  him  into  contact  with 
many  of  the  best  known  men  in  commercial  circles 
in  his  day,  all  of  whom  recognized  and  respected 
his  integrity  of  character  and  high  principles. 

ARNOLD.  The  family  of  Arnold,  according  to 
Somerby,  is  of  great  antiquity,  having  its  origin 
among  the  ancient  i)rinces  of  \\'ales.  According  to 
a pedigree  in  the  College  of  Arms  they  trace  from 
A'nir,  a descendant  of  Cadwalader,  King  of  the  Brit- 
ons, which  Cadawalader  built  Abergavenny,  in  the 
County  of  Alonmouth,  and  its  castle  (which  was 
afterward  rebuilt  by  Hamlet,  ap  Sir  Douce  of  Bal- 
ladon,  in  France),  and  portions  of  the  walls  still  re- 
main. 

I'ro’-'-'  this  source  came  Roger  Arnold,  Llan- 
tt'vTiy  in  Alonmouthshire,  Esquire,  the  first  of  the 
family  who  adopted  a surname.  He  married  Joan, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  (iamage,  Knight.  Lord  of 
Coytey.  Air.  .Arnold  was  in  the  twelfth  genera- 
tion in  direct  line  from  A'nir  (above).  King  of 
Gwentland. 

There  resided  at  Chesselbourne  one  Thomas 
.Arnold,  who  was  descended  in  direct  line  from 
Roger  (above)  through  Thomas  Arnold  and  his 
wife.  -Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Warmstead, 
Knight;  Richard  .Arnold  and  his  -wife  Emmote, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Pearce  A’oung,  of  Damer- 
ham,  in  Wiltshire;  and  Richard  .Arnold  (2),  Lord 
of  the  Alanor  of  Bagbere.  Thomas  -Arnold,  of 
Chesselbourne,  was  twice  married,  first  to  Alice, 
daughter  of  John  Gulley,  of  North  Over,  and  their 
youngest  son,  William  .Arnold,  was  born  June  24, 


1587.  By  a second  marriage  he  had  a son  Thomas 
-Arnold,  baptized  -April  18,  1599.  These  two  sons 
came  to  New  England,  and  from  them  have  sprung 
the  numerous  Rhode  Island  -Arnolds,  among  whom 
have  been  some  of  the  Commonwealth's  most  illus- 
trious sons.  Of  the  early  generations,  Hon.  Rich- 
ard -Arnold,  son  of  the  first  Thomas,  was  many 
times  deputy  from  Providence  to  the  -Assembly,  as- 
sistant, speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  a 
member  of  the  town  council ; another  son,  Hon. 
Thomas  -Arnold,  was  for  years  a member  of  the 
Providence  town  council  and  deputy  to  the  -Assem- 
bly, as  was  also  another  son,  Hon.  Eleazer  -Arnold. 
-And  several  of  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the  first 
William  Arnold  were  also  men  distinguished  in 
public  life.  Hon.  Benedict  -Arnold,  son  of  William, 
was  for  years  commissioner,  assistant,  president  of 
the  four  towns,  and  governor  from  1663  to  1678  ex- 
cepting 1666-67-73-74-75-76.  Hon.  Stephen  -Ar- 
nold, another  son  of  the  first  William,  was  many 
times  a member  of  the  Colonial  -Assembly,  from 
Providence,  and  also  assistant.  Hon.  Benedict  (2), 
Hon.  Caleb,  tion.  Josiah,  Hon.  Oliver,  Hon.  Israel, 
Hon.  Stephen  and  Hon.  Elisha  -Arnold,  grandsons 
of  the  first  William,  were  all  representatives  from 
their  town  to  the  Assembly.  Then  in  later  genera- 
tions especially  eminent  and  distinguished  among 
men  was  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  Greene  -Arnold,  LL. 
D.,  historian,  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Islaml 
and  a United  States  senator,  whose  grandfather 
was  a. merchant  prince  of  Providence  and  an  ardent 
patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  period,  and  as  well  a 
public  man. 

(I)  Thomas  -Arnold,  son  of  Richard,  born  in 
1599.  (baptized  -April  18,  1599),  was  twice  married, 
his  second  wife  being  Phebe  Parkhouse,  daughter 
of  George  and  Susanna.  Air.  -Arnold  came  to 
-America  in  1635,  in  the  ship  “Plain  Joan,”  from 
Chesselbourne,  Dorsetshire,  England,  and  soon  set- 
tled at  Watertown,  Alass.  He  was  made  a freeman 
in  1640.  In  1661  he  located  in  Providence,  where 
he  was  for  several  years,  beginning  with  1666,  dep- 
uty, and  in  1672  he  was  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  died  in  1674.  The  children  of  his  first 
marriage  were:  Thomas,  Nicholas  and  Susanna; 
and  of  the  second  : Richard,  Thomas,  John,  Eleazer 
and  Elizabeth. 

(H)  Eleazer  Arnold,  born  June  17,  1651,  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Smith,  and  they  were  residents  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  Air.  Arnold  built  what  probably 
was  then  the  most  elegant  home  in  the  northern 
])art  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island.  It  was  located 
on  the  "Great  Road,”  half  a mile  or  more  north  of 
Saylesville.  It  was  what  was  then  styled  a stone- 
end  chimney  house,  and  is  still  standing,  though  it 
has  undergone  some  changes.  It  is  two  stories  in 
height  and  heavily  timbered.  On  three  sides  the 
s])aces  between  the  studs  were  originally  filled  in 
with  brick  and  tile,  in  order  to  make  the  dwelling 
bullet-])roof  in  case  of  an  Indian  attack,  as  well  as 
for  warmth  in  the  winter  season.  Air.  Arnold  was 
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a member  of  the  town  council  in  1684,  1685  and 
1686;  he  was  a member  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  or 
deputy  in  1686,  1700,  1701,  1703,  1706,  1707,  1711 
and  1715.  His  death  occurred  Aug.  29,  1722.  His 
children  were;  Phoebe  (born  Nov.  5,  1672),  Eliza 
beth,  Eleazer,  Joseph,  John,  Jeremiah,  Eleanor, 
j\Iary,  Abigail  and  Deborah. 

(III)  Joseph  Arnold  married  June  20,  1716, 
Mercy  Stafford,  born  Sept.  21,  1694,  and  they  were 
residents  of  Providence  and  Smithfield,  R.  I.  Mr. 
Arnold  died  Nov.  4,  1746.  His  children  were: 
Eleazer;  Joseph,  born  April  30,  1717;  Benjamin, 
born  March  16,  1719;  Amos,  born  March  29,  1721 ; 
Elizabeth,  born  April  10,  1723 ; Caleb,  born  May  26, 
1725;  Deborah,  born  May  15,  1727;  Joshua,  born 
July  14,  1729;  Nathan;  Stukely ; INlercy,  born  April 
22,  1735;  and  Samuel,  born  July  12,  1736. 

(IV)  Joshua  Arnold,  born  July  14,  1729,  mar- 
ried Amy  Bensley,  and  their  children  were : Amy, 
Ruth,  Sarah,  Israel  and  George. 

(V)  Israel  Arnold,  born  Nov.  i,  1754,  died 
June  27,  1840.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  and  also  operated  the  stone  quarries  lo- 
cated on  his  land.  He  was  naturally  industrious, 
had  a rugged  constitution,  and  was  of  medium 
height.  On  Sept.  28,  1775,  he  married  (first)  Deb- 
orah, daughter  of  Obadiah  and  Lydia  (Hawkins) 
Olney,  he  a descendant  of  Thomas  Olney,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  I’rovidence  Plantations,  through 
Thomas  (2)  and  Thomas  Olney  (3).  The  chil- 
dren of  Israel  and  Deborah  Arnold  were : Israel 
(born  in  1776),  Olney,  Ada,  Anna,  Mercy,  Joshua, 
Mary,  George,  Anna  (2)  and  Jeremiah.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Arnold  married  Catherine  Jenks, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Jenks  and  Joseph, 
the  former  mentioned  below.  Joseph  Arnold,  born 
March  19,  1805,  in  Smithfield,  R.  1.,  was  a machin- 
ist by  trade  and  for  a number  of  years  conducted  a 
nut  and  bolt  factory  in  Pawtucket,  where  he  died 
March  14,  1876.  He  married  Dec.  28,  1829,  Abbie 
LeCraw,  daughter  of  Benjamin  LeCraw,  and  to 
this  union  were  born : Mary  Catherine,  who  mar- 
ried Oliver  Hazzard  Perry,  of  Pawtucket,  where 
she  died ; Abbie  Harris,  who  married  S.  Adolphus 
Davis,  of  Lonsdale,  where  she  resides,  a widow ; 
Amy  Maria,  who  married  Edmund  Skinner,  of  Lin- 
coln, where  she  died;  Benjamin  LeCraw,  who  died 
young;  and  Ellen  Elizabeth,  who  married  Adams 
K.  Tilton,  of  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  and  resides  in 
Lonsdale,  a widow. 

(\T)  Jenks  Arnold  was  born  Oct.  2,  1803,  in 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  in  the  old  house  where  his  an- 
cestors had  lived  for  so  many  years.  In  early  life 
he  learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  which  work  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  on  account  of  ill  health.  He 
then  took  up  farming,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed the  remainder  of  his  days.  Although  he  was 
in  poor  health  all  his  life,  he  was  a very  industrious 
man.  In  disposition  he  was  quiet,  and  in  his  make- 
up was  unassuming.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Lonsdale  Episcopal  Church,  although  he  attended 


the  Friends  meetings.  In  early  life  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  later  became  a stanch  Supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  died  Oct.  ir,  1887,  in  Lin- 
coln, R.  I.  Mr.  Arnold  married  Mary  LeCraw,  of 
Marblehead,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Mary  (Bowdoin)  LeCraw,  the  former  a merchant- 
man, whose  vessels  were  used  in  the  United  States 
service  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mrs.  Arnold  died  Jan. 
3,  1892,  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.  To  this  union  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Benjamin,  who  was  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Lincoln, 
where  he  died  May  12,  1903,  unmarried;  Joseph  J., 
who  is  mentioned  below ; and  Edmund  B.,  who  is 
mentioned  below. 

(VII)  Joseph  Jenks  Arnold  was  born  Oct. 
14,  1844,  in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  now  the  town  of  Lin- 
coln. He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  village  of 
Lonsdale,  leaving  the  same  when  eighteen  years  of 
age.  The  following  year  he  spent  at  home,  en- 
gaged in  assisting  with  the  work  on  the  home 
farm.  He  then  became  a clerk  in  the  general  store 
at  Lonsdale,  conducted  by  Baylies  B.  Bowen,  and 
remained  in  that  capacity  about  five  years.  Then, 
m 1867,  Arnold  purchased  the  John  Newell 
grocery,  at  Valley  Falls,  where  he  continued  for 
about  seven  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  remov- 
ing the  business  to  Lonsdale,  where  he  was  located 
until  1877.  He  then  closed  out  the  establishment, 
and  coming  to  Saylesville  engaged  in  the  baking 
business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued,  having 
met  with  marked  success.  From  a small  beginning, 
with  one  wagon,  the  business  has  grown  to  the  ex- 
tent that  fourteen  wagons  are  now  used,  supplying 
a trade  covering  a radius  of  ten  miles.  On  Sept.  12, 
1906,  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Lons- 
dale Bakery  Company,  with  J.  J.  Arnold  as  presi- 
dent; Frederick  W.  Arnold  as  secretary,  and  E.  J. 
Arnold  as  treasurer  and  manager.  Mr.  Arnold’s 
enviable  business  standing  he  has  won  on  his  own 
merits,  and  in  the  management  of  his  business  and 
the  treatment  of  his  patrons  he  has  been  unques- 
tionably straightforward  and  honorable. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the 
extensive  business  he  has  built  up  in  the  forty  years 
of  his  active  career,  and  has  had  no  aspirations  for 
public  honors.  He  is  a Republican  on  political 
questions,  and  in  religious  connection  is  a member 
of  the  Lonsdale  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs.  Mrs.  Arnold  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  church,  and  is  a member 
of  the  King's  Daughters  and  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary. 

On  June  26,  1866,  Mr.  Arnold  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  Alice  Whittle,  who  was  born 
March  i,  1846,  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
James  and  Ann  (Thornley)  Whittle,  of  Saylesville. 
R.  I.  Mr.  Whittle  was  a bleacher,  and  had  mills 
in  Providence  and  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 

(\TII)  William  Edmund  Arnold,  born  Aug. 
20,  1867,  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  received  his  early  educa- 
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tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Lincoln  and  Cumber- 
land, supplementing  same  with  a year’s  course  at 
Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College,  Providence, 
which  he  left  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  After 
leaving  school  he  went  to  work  for  his  father  in 
the  bakery,  and  for  several  years  was  the  acting 
manager  of  the  business.  In  September,  1904,  Air. 
Arnold  purchased  the  H.  Greene  & Co.  grocery  and 
bakery  at  Lonsdale,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
conducted.  He  is  a member  of  Unity  Lodge,  No. 
34,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  Lonsdale.  He  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Saylesville  Alemorial  Congrega- 
tional Church.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but 
has  never  sought  office.  He  married  Oct.  28,  1892, 
Hannah  E.  Wilkinson,  of  Saylesville,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  five  children,  Lloyd  Wilkin- 
son (deceased),  Raymond  Jenks,  Clifton  Whittle, 
Walter  Bennett  and  Aluriel. 

(VIII)  Frederick  W.  Arnold,  born  Feb.  12, 
1870,  in  Lincoln,  R.  L,  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  since  leaving  school  has  been  as- 
sociated with  his  father  in  the  bakery.  He  married 
Alary  AIcFadden,  of  Lonsdale,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Alilton  Earle,  Helen  Jenks  and  Joseph 
Jenks. 

(VIII)  Ernest  Jenks  Arnold,  born  Oct.  6, 
1875,  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  received  his  schooling  in 
his  native  town,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  his 
father.  For  the  past  several  years  he  has  been 
manager  of  his  father's  extensive  business.  He  was 
married  Oct.  4,  1899,  to  Edna  Robbins,  of  Paw- 
tucket, R.  L,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children,  Joseph  Jenks  and  Dana  Robbins.  Air. 
Arnold  is  a member  of  Barney  Alerry  Lodge,  No. 
29,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  Pawtucket. 

(VII)  Edmund  Bowdoin  Arnold,  son  of  the 
late  Jenks  and  Alary  (LeCraw)  Arnold,  was  born 
Jan.  17,  1846,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  now  Lin- 
coln. He  received  his  early  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  Lonsdale  gram- 
mar school.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  he  became  an  apprentice  to  the  machinist’s 
trade  at  the  Collyer  Alachine  Company,  Pawtucket, 
and  as  an  employe  of  the  same  remained  five  years. 
He  then  became  a clerk  for  his  brother,  Joseph  J., 
in  the  latter's  grocery  at  \ffilley  Falls,  after  which 
he  took  up  farming  on  the  homestead  farm,  in 
which  occupation  he  has  since  continued,  having 
seventy-five  acres  of  land,  which  he  keeps  well  cul- 
tivated. Air.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  American 
Alechanics  of  Pawtucket.  He  attends  .the  Epis- 
co])al  Church.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  served  his  native  town  as  con- 
stable for  two  years.  He  is  unmarried. 

ALBERT  WINSOR,  a successful  and  well- 
known  citizen  of  Glocester,  residing  about  one  mile 
west  of  Greenville,  is  a descendant  of  old  Rhode 
Island  families  in  both  jiatcrnal  and  maternal  lines. 

The  Winsor  family  record  can  be  traced  back 
to  tbc  reign  of  Henry  \TH,  when,  about  1520,  Rob- 


ert Windsor,  a knight  of  influence  and  a descend- 
ant of  Lord  Edward  Windsor,  raised  an  army  to 
defend  a monastery  against  the  power  of  the 
Protestants.  Robert  V'indsor  had  a son  Samuel, 
whose  son  John  became  the  father  of  Samuel, 
whose  son  Joshua  was  the  first  to  come  to  Amer-. 
ica.  The  generations  in  America  are  indicated  by 
the  Roman  numerals. 

(I)  Joshua  Winsor  (who  dropped  the  “d” 
from  the  name  after  coming  to  this  country)  was 
a native  of  the  borough  of  Windsor,  and  he  be- 
came the  ancestor  of  all  bearing  the  name  in 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  claimed  he  was  a member  of 
Roger  Williams’  party  that  came  to  Providence, 
and  in  1638  he  was  one  of  the  signers  in  Provi- 
dence agreeing  to  a compact  “for  the  public  good,” 
and  on  July  29,  1640,  he  and  thirty-eight  others 
signed  an  agreement  for  a form  of  government. 
He  died  in  1679.  His  children  were ; Samuel ; 
Sarah,  who  married  a Air.  Tyler;  Susannah,  who 
married  a Air.  Turner;  and  Alary,  who  married  a 
Air.  Carey. 

(H)  Samuel  Winsor,  son  of  Joshua,  was  born 
in  1644,  and  died  Sept.  19,  1705.  On  Jan.  2,  1667, 
he  married  Airs.  Alercy  (Williams)  Waterman, 
widow  of  Resolved  Waterman  and  daughter  of 
Roger  Williams.  She  was  born  July  15,  1640,  and 
died  Sept.  19,  1705.  Their  children  were:  Sam- 
uel (2);  Hannah,  who  married  Daniel  Angell ; 
and  Rev.  Joshua,  born  Alay  25,  1682,  died  Oct.  10, 
1752,  who  was  for  some  time  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Smithfield,  and  whose  descendant,  Nich- 
olas S.  Winsor,  is  cashier  of  the  Exchange  Na- 
tional Bank  at  Greenville. 

(HI)  Rev.  Samuel  Winsor  (2),  born  Nov.  18, 
1677,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  in  1733,  became  minis- 
ter of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Providence, 
founded  by  Roger  Williams,  and  he  continued  in 
that  capacity  for  twenty-five  years,  or  until  his 
death,  Nov.  17,  1758.  Samuel  Winsor  succeeded 
John  Walton  as  pastor.  John  Walton  led  a party 
that  favored  the  payment  of  ministers  and  the  ad- 
mission to  communion  of  those  upon  whom  hands 
of  the  church  had  not  been  laid.  The  party  that 
opposed  these  sentiments  prevailed  and  he  with- 
drew, while  the  leader  of  the  latter  party,  Samuel 
Winsor,  became  the  minister  of  the  church.  On 
Jan.  7,  1703,  Samuel  Winsor  married  Alercy  Hard- 
ing, who  was  born  in  1683,  and  who  died  Dec.  21, 
1771.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Alartha,  born  Dec.  10,  I703> 

married  Robert  Colwell;  Alary,  born  Aug.  5,  1705, 
married*  Fisher  Potter;  Lydia,  born  Aug.  5,  1707, 
married  John  Angell;  Hannah,  born  Aug.  26,  1711, 
married  James  Olney ; Joseph,  born  Oct.  4,  1713, 
married  (first)  Deborah  Alathewson,  and  (second) 
Airs.  Elizabeth  Potter,  widow  of  Joseph  Potter; 
Deborah,  born  Oct.  12,  1715.  married  Charles  Ol- 
nev ; Alercv,  born  Sept.  2.  17^^,  married  Nedabiah 
Angell;  Frcelove,  born  Sept.  15,  1720,  married 

Jonatlian  Jenckes  ; and  Samuel  (3). 
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(IV)  Rev.  Samuel  Winsor  (3),  born  Nov.  i, 
1722,  in  Providence,  was  ordained  in  1759,  and  he 
continued  in  the  ministry  of  the  church  and  the 
opinion  of  his  father  until  the  spring  of  1771, 
when  the  opponents  of  his  views  became  strong  and 
he  withdrew  from  the  church,  accompanied  by  a 
party  who  agreed  with  him.  Rev.  Air.  Winsor  set- 
tled at  Johnston,  and  continued  in  the  ministry  un- 
til his  death,  a period  of  forty-four  years.  He  died 
at  Johnston  Jan.  26,  1803,  and  was  buried  in  a pri- 
vate cemetery  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  John 

0.  Winsor.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Lydia 
Olney,  daughter  of  John  Olney,  and  she  died  Aug. 
31,  1753,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  age. 
Four  children,  Lucy,  Rhoda,  Isaac  and  Olney,  were 
born  of  this  marriage.  On  March  3,  1754,  Rev. 
Samuel  Winsor  married  (second)  Anne  Winsor, 
born  Oct.  3,  1737,  and  to  this  union  w^ere  born  the 
following  children:  Lydia,  Alercy,  Jeremiah, 
James,  Hannah,  Benjamin,  Elizabeth,  Waite,  Hul- 
dah,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

(V)  Isaac  Winsor,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  (3), 
was  born  in  Johnston  Aug.  22,  1749,  and  died  Jan. 

1,  1805,  after  a life  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  married  Amey  W'aterman,  daughter  of 
John  Waterman.  She  was  born  Sept.  14,  1751, 
and  died  Sept.  8,  1819.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
them;  Paris,  born  Jan.  15,  1770;  Mary,  born  April 
5,  1772;  William,  born  Dec.  22,  1773;  Jeremiah, 
born  Oct.  13,  1775;  Sarah,  born  Alay  4,  1777  (died 
March  3,  1846)  ; Lucy,  born  June  14,  1780;  Sam- 
uel, born  Jan.  9,  1783;  Olney,  born  Aug.  26,  1784 
(died  Jan.  16,  1804)  ; Isaac,  born  April  29,  1787; 
and  Simon,  born  Nov.  14,  1791  (died  Jan.  20, 
1804). 

(VI)  Samuel  Winsor,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born 

Jan.  9,  1783,  in  Johnston.  He  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  which  he  followed  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  His  home  was  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  on  a farm,  now  occupied  by  his  grandson, 
Adfer  Smith.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  de- 
voted to  farming,  and  he  attained  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  dying  Feb.  3,  1875,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Winsor  cemetery.  Though  all 
his  life  a hard  worker,  he  continued  active  to  the 
very  last  in  spite  of  his  extreme  age.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  first  a Whig,  and  then  a Re- 
publican, and  for  several  years  he  served  as  as- 
sessor of  taxes  for  Johnston.  His  wife,  Susan 
(Brown),  born  Feb.  14,  1787,  in  Glocester,  was  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Esek  Brown,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Col.  Chad  Brown;  she  died  Alay  15,  1867,  in 
her  eighty-first  year.  Of  their  children,  (i) 
Emeline  F.,  born  Jan.  7,  1809,  never  married,  but 
resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  Johnston  until  her 
death,  Feb.  28,  1905.  (2)  Stephen  B.,  born  April 

18,  1811,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  also 
engaged  in  other  enterprises.  His  wife  was  Alar- 
tha  Winsor.  He  died  in  Smithfield  April  29,  1878. 
(3)  Ira,  born  Sept.  22,  1813,  was  a carpenter  and 
farmer  in  Johnston.  He  married  Alercy  Ann  Far- 


num,  and  he  died  Alarch  14,  1888.  (4)  Abby  W., 

born  April  14,  1816,  married  William  Brown,  and 
died  in  Greenville  Sept.  16,  1890.  (5)  Susan  A., 

born  Sept.  17,  1820,  died  unmarried  lAb.  10,  1877. 
(6)  Albert,  born  Alarch  4,  1822,  is  mentioned  be- 
low'. (7)  Louisa,  born  Alay  29,  1827,  married  John 
Smith,  and  resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  John- 
ston until  her  death,  Jan.  6,  1881. 

(VII)  Albert  Winsor,  born  Alarch  4,  1822,  in 
Johnston,  is  the  last  surviving  member  of  his  la- 
ther’s family.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  and  in  Smithville  Seminary,  at 
North  Scituate,  then  presided  over  by  the  noted 
Hosea  Quimby.  His  early  training  was  along  the 
line  of  farm  work,  and  before  his  marriage  he  had 
purchased  his  mother’s  interest  in  the  Esek  Brown 
farm,'”  later  purchasing  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs,  until  he  became  the  ow'iier  of  the  whole  farm. 
Until  about  1845  gave  his  attention  exclusively 
to  farming,  but  that  year,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Stephen,  and  their  brother-in-law,  Wil- 
liam, he  erected  the  mill  at  West  Greenville,  now' 
know'll  as  the  Jeremiah  Knight  mill,  and  they  w'ere 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  meet- 
ing with  considerable  success  in  the  new  venture. 
Air.  Albert  Winsor  was  the  superintendent  of  the 
mill.  For  a time  they  also  conducted  a gristmill 
at  the  same  place.  The  panic  of  1857  caused  this 
firm,  like  many  others,  serious  reverses,  and  the 
business  was  disposed  of.  Air.  Winsor  later  en- 
gaged in  the  butchering  and  peddling  business, 
making  trips  to  w'estern  Rhode  Island  and  Connec- 
ticut, where  he  would  buy  live  stock,  bring  it  to 
his  home,  butcher,  and  dispose  of  it  in  Providence. 
He  also  bought  butter  and  eggs,  which  he  disposed 
of  in  Providence.  He  founded  a large  and  success- 
ful business  in  this  line,  and  became  well  known 
throughout  the  territory  he  traveled.  This  w'as  the 
beginning  of  the  extensive  business  enterprise  w'hich 
he  built  up.  He  had  taken  his  son,  Franklin  E.,  as 
a partner,  and  for  a time  another  son,  Byron  A., 
W'as  also  a partner,  the  firm  being  known  as  F.  E. 
Winsor  & Co.,  and  they  were  located  at  the  corner 
of  Canal  and  Steeple  streets.  Later  they  added 
fruit  to  the  original  line,  and  this  branch  grew  to 
very  large  proportions.  For  thirty  years  Air.  W in- 
sor W'as  a fruit  buyer  in  the  New  \ork  market,  all 
of  which  time  he  stopped  at  the  same  hotel.  For 
the  past  several  years  he  has  lived  retired,  having 
withdrawn  from  the  firm.  He  owns  two  farms  in 
the  town  of  Glocester,  and  is  devoting  his  time  to 
the  culture  of  peaches.  In  spite  of  his  advanced 
years.  Air.  Winsor  is  a man  of  keen  mind  and  of 
energy,  seemingly  as  active  as  men  many  years  his 
junior. 

In  Glocester  Air.  Winsor  was  married  to  Emily 
J.  Smith,  who  was  born  Alay  1,^827,  daughter  of 
Appleby  and  Adah  (Steere)  Smith,  and  she  died 
Sept.  24,  1901.  To  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  (i)  Franklin  E.,  born  Feb.  /,  i84/> 
resides  in  Providence,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
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j)ro(luce  business  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  E.  E. 
\\  insor  & Co.  He  married  Evelyn  Medbury,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Erank  E.  (2)  Byron  A.,  born 
Oct.  29,  1849,  is  a wholesale  produce  dealer  in 
Providence.  He  married  Eva  Keenan.  (3)  Carrie 
E.,  born  Feb.  22,  1852,  married  Warren  A.  Steere, 
of  Glocester,  and  has  had  four  children,  Carrie  Z. 
(who  married  Frank  Lewis,  of  Providence,  and 
has  three  children,  Susan  B.,  Edith  L.  and  Ray- 
mond), Warren  Anthony  (who  died  in  infancy), 
Adah  Evelyn  and  Albert  Arnold.  (4)  Albert 
Smith,  horn  )ilarch  5,  1855,  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Smithfield.  He  married  Mary  Place,  and  has 
one  son,  Herbert.  (5)  Harriet  Amelia,  born  March 
26,  1857,  married  Clark  AI.  Steere,  of  Glocester, 
and  has  two  children,  Harriet  Isabelle  and  Mil- 
dred Emily.  (6)  Sidney  Harris,  born  Jan.  10, 
i860,  and  residing  in  Glocester,  married  Clara- 
belle  \\  . Brown,  and  has  six  children,  Clarabelle 
Jeanette,  Sydney  Brown,  Byron  Henry,  Julia, 
Grace  and  Ernest.  (7)  Cecil  Irvin,  born  May  2, 
1863,  is  a retail  milk  dealer,  and  lives  at  Alanton. 
He  married  Abbie  Belknap,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter  that  died  young,  and  he  married  for  his 
second  wife  Julia  Smith;  they  have  a son,  Everett. 

Brown.  Through  his  mother  Albert  Winsor 
is  a descendant  of  Rev.  Chad  Brown,  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  distinguished  family  of  that  name,  so 
well  known  in  the  annals  of  Rhode  Island.  Fie 
was  born  not  far  from  the  year  1600,  and  came  to 
America  in  the  ship  “Martin"  in  July,  1638,  and 
he  came  to  Providence  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  and 
little  family  not  long  after  Roger  Williams  settled 
there.  Air.  Brown  was  a man  of  prominence  in 
the  community,  and  in  1642  was  formally  ordained 
as  one  of  the  pastors  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Providence,  continuing  in  the  ministry  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  1665. 

The  line  of  descent  from  Rev.  Chad  Brown  to 
.Albert  Winsor  is  through  Daniel  Browm,  son  of 
Rev.  Chad.  Hosanna,  Cfthniel,  Col.  Chad,  Capt. 
Esek  and  the  latter’s  daughter,  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried Samuel  Winsor. 

Col.  Chad  Brown  lived  in  Glocester  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Sidney  H.  Winsor.  He  was  deputy 
of  that  town  in  1776,  and  in  1777  was  chosen  State 
field  officer  (colonel)  for  the  county  of  Provi- 
dence. In  1780  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  raise  soldiers  from  Glocester  to  co-operate  with 
the  French  in  rei)elling  the  British  from  Rhode  Is- 
land. Col.  Chad  Brown  married,  June  19,  1749. 
Zervia  Evans.  They  died  within  two  days  of  each 
other  and  were  buried  in  a ])rivate  yard  on  their 
farm.  Col.  Chad  Brown  died  Sept.  19,  1814,  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year,  and  his  wife.  Zervia,  on  Seih.  17, 
1814.  in  her  ninetieth  year.  Thev  had  six  children, 
Ezekiel,  h'sek,  Tlyankful,  Othniel,  David  and  Zer- 
via. Col.  Chad  Brown  voted  in  1788  against  the 
acloption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Capt.  Esek  Brown,  son  of  Col.  Chad,  succeeded 
his  father  to  the  farm,  and  he  died  Alay  12,  1843. 


in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  Alary,  his  wife,  died 
July  3,  1825,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  Capt.  Esek 
Brown  held  a commission  as  captain  of  the  local 
militia  during  the  war  of  1812. 

SIAIEON  SWEET,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
dealers  in  native  lumber  in  Rhode  Island,  has  been 
identified  with  the  operation  of  portable  sawmills, 
run  by  steam,  for  the  past  forty-one  )ears,  through 
Rhode  Island,  Alassachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

Air.  Sweet  belongs  to  an  old  New  England  fam- 
ily of  honorable  name  and  prestige.  Jeremiah 
Sweet,  his  great-grandfather,  was  born  Feb.  4', 

1757,  and  married  Dorcas  Darling,  born  Dec.  7, 

1758,  died  Jan.  6,  1845.  A careful  search  of  re- 
liable records  proves  that  Jeremiah  Sweet  was  a 
private  in  the  Rhode  Island  militia,  and  was  placed 
on  the  pension  roll  for  service  in  the  Revolution, 
Dec.  14,  1832.  According  to  the  census  of  1840, 
Jeremiah  Sweet,  then  a pensioner,  was  a resident 
of  Glocester  and  was  eighty-three  years  of  age. 

Timothy  Sweet,  grandfather  of  Simeon,  .was 
born  Jan.  19,  1781,  at  Glocester,  and  resided  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town.  He  appears  to  have  been 
a prominent  and  infiuential  man,  holding  many  of 
the  town  offices,  and  for  some  years  served  as 
sheriff.  As  a large  landholder,  he  was  able  to  give 
a farm  to  each  of  his  sons.  His  death  occurred 
Nov.  17,  1845.  29,  1803,  Timothy  Sweet 

was  married  to  Abigail  Page,  born  Aug.  7,  1782, 
and  died  Jan.  23,  1845.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Solomon,  born  Feb.  15,  1804,  married  (first)  Har- 
riet Hopkins,  (second)  Eliza  Thurber,  and  (third) 
Sally  Steere ; he  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  and 
resided  for  many  years  at  Glocester,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Foster,  where  he  died.  (2)  Jeremiah 
was  born  Dec.  19,  1805.  (3)  Joseph  R.,  born  Sept. 

30,  1808,  married  Purlina  Saunders,  was  a farmer 
and  died  at  Glocester.  (4)  Freelove,  born  April  3, 
1811,  married  Robert  Saunders,  and  resided  at  Glo- 
cester. (5)  Stephen  S.,  born  Oct.  14,  1812,  mar- 
ried Fanny  Farrow;  he  resided  in  (Ilocester,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  operating  a grist  mill.  (6) 
Dorcas,  born  Feb.  9,  1815,  died  Aug.  20,  1834. 
(7)  Thomas,  born  Jan.  6,  1817,  was  a farmer  of 
Glocester ; he  married  Amey  Wade,  who,  after  his 
death,  married  a Air.  Cornell.  (8)  Timothy,  born 
Jan.  25,  1820,  died  Oct.  25,  1822.  (9)  Darling 

Eddy,  born  April  4,  1822,  married  first)  Deborah 
H.  Wade,  and  (second)  Alary  P.  Wellman;  he  was 
a farmer  and  died  suddenly,  in  Providence. 

Jeremiah  Sweet  was  born  in  Glocester,  Dec.  19, 
1805,  and  resided  for  many  years  in  the  northwest 
l)ortion  of  the  town.  He  was  a farmer  and  also  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  and  about  the  year 
1855  removed  to  Scituate,  that  town  being  the 
])lace  of  his  residence  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  died  there  Aug.  7,  1874,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Chepachet.  He  was  a 
member  of  tbe  Ba])tist  Church  at  Chepachet,  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  religious  matters.  He  was 
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a stanch  advocate  of  temperance,  and  so  lived  as  to 
command  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  married  (first)  March  30,  1831,  to 
Arvilla,  daughter  of  Laban  and  Lydia  (Hawkins) 
Irons,  of  Glocester,  born  June  20,"  1810,  who  died 
Sept.  12,  1850,  her  remains  being  first  interred  in 
the  Sweet  family  yard  in  Glocester,  and  later  re- 
moved by  her  son  Simeon  to  the  family  plot  on 
Acotes  Hill.  Jeremiah  Sweet,  for  his  second  wife, 
married  May  20,  1852,  Martha  Maria  Young,  born 
Feb.  5,  1810,  and  died  April  13,  1888.  His  chil- 
dren, all  born  to  his  first  marriage,  were  as  follows : 
(i)  Nathan,  born  Nov.  6,  1831,  married  Cynthia 
Tucker,  and  resided  at  Glocester,  where  he  died 
April  23,  1902 ; he  followed  farming  and  lumber 
dealing.  (2)  Timothy  Dexter,  born  Oct.  19,  1832, 
married  Mahala  Hicks,  and  died  in  Glocester,  June 
23,  1900;  he  was  a farmer  all  his  life.  (3)  Lydia 
Jane,  born  Oct.  20,  1835,  married  William  Eddy,  of 
Burrillville,  and  has  one  son,  George  I.  (4)  Simeon 
was  born  July  19,  1839.  (5)  Ellen,  born  Oct.  23, 

1842,  died  Sept.  9,  1847.  (6)  Abigail  Eliza,  born 

Eov.  23,  1846,  died  Sept.  12,  1847.  (7)  born 

July  23,  1848,  married  George  A.  Lee,  and  died 
June  12,  1894,  in  Burrillville,  the  greater  part  of 
her  life,  however,  having  been  spent  in  Glocester ; 
she  had  two  children,  Arthur  A.  (deceased)  and 
Cyrus,  of  Cranston. 

Simeon  Sweet  was  born  July  19,  1839,  in  Glo- 
cester, and  was  a small  boy  when  his  mother  died. 
He  spent  several  years  until  he  reached  manhood  in 
the  home  of  his  brother  Nathan,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school.  During  the  win- 
ter and  spring  of  1858-59  he  attended  the  Lapham 
Institute  at  North  Scituate.  He  began  his  business 
career  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  becoming  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  Nathan  in  the  wood  busi- 
ness, they  purchasing  wood  lots,  clearing  off  the 
timber  and  producing  firewood,  burning  charcoal 
and  getting  out  lumber.  Success  attended  their  ef- 
forts from  the  start,  and  under  their  management 
the  first  steam  portable  sawmill  operating  a circular 
saw  was  introduced  in  the  town.  The  brothers 
continued  in  partnership  until  1865,  since  which 
time,  with  the  exception  of  a short  period,  Mr. 
Simeon  Sweet  has  been  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  operates  steam  portable  mills,  his  opera- 
tions extending  into  IMassachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut. He  is  a good  judge  of  standing  timber,  and 
displays  rare  judgment  in  the  selection  of  nwterials 
for  different  interests  in  his  line,  of  business.  In 
1867  Sweet  purchased  the  Jeremiah  Sheldon 
place  at  Chepachet,  and  upon  it  made  extensive  im- 
provements, transforming  it  into  one  of  the  hand- 
somest homes  in  the  town.  He  continued  his  resi- 
dence there  exclusively  until  1902,  when  he  pur- 
chased property  at  No.  228  Atlantic  avenue.  Provi- 
dence, where  he  maintains  a city  residence  in  addi- 
tion to  his  home  at  Chepachet.  He  is  still  a voter, 
however,  in  his  native  town,  and  is  always  interested 
in  the  social  and  moral  welfare  thereof. 


On  Oct.  II,  1863,  Sweet  was  married  to 
Alartha  A.  Hopkins,  born  Oct.  ii,  1844,  in  East 
Killingly,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Elder  George  Ellison 
and  Eliza  (Cooke)  Hojikins,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  daughters:  Eva  Cooke,  born  July  29, 
1864,  married  Sept.  3,  1891,  Gilbert  A.  Harring- 
ton, who  is  connected  with  the  Rhode  Island  Hos- 
pital Trust  Company,  and  has  had  three  children, 
Paul  Sweet  (who  died  in  infancy),  Eaith  Sweet 
and  Ruth  Ladd;  Elora  AT,  born  Oct.  27,  1871,  mar- 
ried Nov.  4,  1897,  Walter  S.  Reynolds,  an  attorney 
of  Providence  and  clerk  of  the  Superior  court,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Harvey  Sweet. 

Air.  Sweet  in  his  political  views  is  inclined  to 
the  Republican  party,  but  is  in  no  sense  partisan, 
supporting  what  he  thinks  are  the  best  measures, 
in  Glocester  he  has  had  many  offers  of  public  of- 
fices, and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council,  of  the  board  of  assessors  for  many  years, 
as  highway  commissioner,  and  under  the  old  system 
was  for  several  years  trustee  of  schools.  He  has 
also  served  as  a member  of  the  Chepachet  Cemetery 
Association  Board,  is  a director  of  the  National 
Exchange  Bank  at  Greenville,  and  has  other  indus- 
trial interests.  For  some  time  he  was  a director  of 
the  Bernon  Alills  at  Georgiaville,  until  in  February, 
1907,  the  property  passed  into  other  hands.  As  a 
business  man  he  is  shrewd,  careful,  and  at  all  times 
reliable.  He  has  been  successful  and  is  of  the  more 
substantial  type  of  citizen.  He  united  with  the 
Chepachet  Baptist  Church  in  1859,  and  has  been 
trustee  thereof  for  many  years,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
liberal  contributors.  Mr.  Sweet  is  probably  the 
best  known  representative  of  this  old  family  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  financial  circles  especially  his 
acquaintance  is  wide  and  influential.  Airs.  Sweet 
is  a member  of  the  Chepachet  Congregational 
Church,  and  has  for  years  been  identified  with 
the  work  of  the  Ladies’  Benevolent  Society  of 
that  church.  In  1876  Air.  Sweet  joined  Friendship 
Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  at  Chepachet.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Elmwood  Club,  and  also  of  the 
Alen’s  Club  of  Union  Congregational  Church  in 
Providence. 

DR.  J.  PHILIP  HENRIQUES,  since  1884 
one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  1.,  was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  July 
23,  1856,  son  of  Capt.  John  H.  and  Ellen  (Stod- 
dard) Henriques. 

Capt.  John  H.  Henriques  was  born  in  New 
York  City  in  1827,  and  died  at  the  ‘'Narragansett 
Hotel,”  in  Providence,  Alarch  29,  1906,  ' aged 

seventy-nine  years.  He  had  followed  the  sea 
practically  from  his  fifteenth  year,  for  before  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  service  he  had  made 
voyages  from  New  London  on  the  famous  whaler, 
“The  Alert.”  and  had  served  in  the  merchant 
marine,  making  many  voyages  across  the  ocean. 
In  1854  he  enlisted  in  the  Revenue  Service  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  in  it  during  the  trying  days 
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of  the  Civil  war.  At  the  age  of  sixty-four  years 
Captain  Henriques  retired  from  the  service  and 
came  to  Providence  to  make  his  home  with  his  son 
at  the  “Xarragansett  Hotel.”  He  was  married 
in  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Ellen 
Stoddard,  also  now  deceased,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children : Dr.  J.  Philip,  of  Providence ; 
and  Norman,  who  died  aged  eighteen  months. 
Captain  Henriques  was  a handsome  man,  of 
splendid  health  and  fine  physique,  and  during  his 
last  illness  was  confined  to  his  bed  but  twenty-four 
hours. 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Henriques  attended  the  public 
schools  of  New  London,  Conn.,  until  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  then  took  a sea  voyage  to  Cape  Horn 
and  San  Francisco  with  his  father.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  entered  the  high  school  at  New 
Britain,  Conn.,  graduating  therefrom  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  He  entered  Yale  University  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  followed  the  regular 
course  for  three  years,  and  then  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine,  graduating  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment as  valedictorian  of  his  class.  He  practiced 
in  New  Haven  for  two  years  and  was  surgeon  to 
the  New  Haven  General  Hospital.  The  succeeding 
three  years  were  passed  in  study  in  Vienna,  and  in 
1884  he  located  in  practice  in  Providence. 

There  are  probably  no  finer  appointed  physi- 
cians’ offices  in  New  England  than  those  occupied 
by  Dr.  Henriques,  and  they  reflect  the  exquisite 
taste  of  the  Doctor,  who  is  a charming  man  to  meet 
and  a delightful  entertainer,  as  w'ell  as  a steady- 
handed surgeon  and  skilled  physician. 

S.  R.  RICHAIOND,  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Hopkinton,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Hopkinton  Savings  Bank,  is  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  financial  circles  in  this  section  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

The  Richmonds  of  Southwestern  Rhode  Island, 
of  the  towns  of  Exeter,  Plopkinton , and  Westerly, 
are  all  descended  from  (I)  John  Richmond,  born  in 
1594,  who  came  to  America  from  Ashton  Keyner, 
Wiltshire,  England,  as  early  as  1637,  that  year  be- 
ing one  of  the  purchasers  of  Taunton.  He  owned 
six  acres  in  the  original  purchase  there,  and  was 
one  of  the  older  men  in  the  settlement,  but  he  seems 
to  have  spent  much  time  aw'ay  from  there.  Before 
1640  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  Taunton.  He 
was  in  Rhode  Island  in  1655,  and  the  next  year  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Court  of  Commis- 
sioners held  at  Portsmouth.  The  family  were  large 
land  holders  in  the  eastern  part  of  Taunton  and 
gave  to  a village  in  that  section  the  name  of  Rich- 
mondtown,  which  it  still  bears.  Mr.  Richmond 
died  at  Taunton  IMarch  20,  1664,  aged  seventy.  His 
children  were:  John  (2),  Edward,  Sarah  and 
IMary. 

(H)  John  Richmond  (2),  son  of  John,  born 
about  1627,  before  his  father’s  emigration,  married 
Abigail,  born  in  1641,  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  of 


Duxbury.  It  is  probable,  says  the  family  genealo- 
gist, that  Mr.  Richmond  had  a previous  wife  wdio 
died  in  1662,  and  that  he  married  Abigail  Rogers 
early  in  1663.  Mr.  Richmond  avas  in  the  town 
council  in  1675-76,  and  in  1690.  He  was  constable 
and  member  of  the  town  council,  commissioner  and 
surveyor.  His  residence  was  not  far  from  the 
Green  or  Taunton  Center,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  buried  there.  He  died  Oct.  7,  1715,  aged 
eighty-eight,  and  she  passed  away  Aug.  i,  1727, 
aged  eighty-si.x.  Their  children  were : Mary,  born 
June  2,  1654,  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  John,  June  6, 
1656,  in  Bridgewater;  Thomas,  Feb.  2,  1659,  in 
Newport,  R.  I. ; Susanna,  Nov.  4,  1661,  in  Bridge- 
w'ater;  Joseph,  Dec.  8,  1663;  Edward,  Feb.  8,  1665; 
Samuel,  Sept.  23,  1668;  Sarah,  Feb.  26,  1671 ; John, 
Dec.  5,  1673  (all  in  Taunton)  ; and  Ebenezer,  May 
12,  1676;  and  Abigail,  Feb.  26,  1679  (both  in  New- 
port). 

(HI)  Samuel  Richmond,  son  of  John  (2), 
born  Sept.  23,  1668,  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  married 
(first)  Dec.  20,  1694,  Mehetabel  Andrews,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Alary  (Andrews,  and  (second) 
Elizabeth  (King)  Hall,  widow  of  John  Hall,  and 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Judith  (Whitman)  King. 
He  died  in  1736,  and  she  in  1757.  His  children, 
the  first  two  born  in  Taunton,  and  the  others  in 
Middleboro,  Alass.,  were:  Samuel,  born  Oct.  16, 
1695;  Oliver,  Aug.  25,  1697;  Thomas,  Sept.  10, 
1700;  Hannah,  Aug.  29,  1702;  Lydia,  May  17, 
1704;  Silas;  and  Alehitable. 

(IV)  Oliver  Richmond,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Aug.  25,  1697,  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  married  and  re- 
sided in  the  eastern  part  of  Taunton.  In  1753  he 
sold  his  homestead  to  Edward  Paddleford,  and  re- 
moved to  Killingly,  Conn.,  where  his  children  were 
married.  His  wife’s  name  was  Ruth.  His  children 
were:  Philip,  born  Feb.  ii,  1735;  Michael;  Oliver; 
Sybil ; and  Dorcas. 

(V)  Oliver  Richmond  (2),  son  of  Oliver,  born 
in  Taunton,  Mass.,  married  Mary  Bateman,  of 
Killingly,  Conn.  Air.  Richmond  was  a farmer  and 
a man  of  unblemished  reputation  and  was  highly 
respected.  In  1798  he  removed  to  Chenango 
county,  N.  Y.  He  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  from  its  beginning  to  its  close.  His  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Killingly,  were : Thomas,  born 
Nov.  15,  1770;  Ruth,  1773;  Oliver,  Nov.  17,  1776; 
Alary,  about  1778;  Freeman,  about  1780;  Robert, 
about  1782;  Priscilla,  about  1784;  Lucinda,  June 
20,  1785;  and  Silas,  June  6,  1788. 

(VI)  Silas  Richmond,  son  of  Oliver  (2),  born 
June  6,  1788,  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  married  (first) 
Nov.  25,  1813,  Marcia  Leavens,  born  March  9, 
1791,  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Roland 
Leavens,  of  that  town.  He  married  (second)  June 
18,  1843,  Laura  Leavens,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
Pie  resided  at  various  times  in  Richmond,  Hopkin- 
ton, and  Charlestown,  R.  L,  and  in  Putnam,  Conn. 
He  was  a memher  of  the  firm  of  Olney  & Rich- 
mond, in  the  town  of  Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  later 
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kept  the  books  in  the  cotton  mill  at  Hope  \Hlley, 
R.  1.  The  last  year  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  farm- 
ing in  the  town  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  between  Put- 
nam and  Dayville,  and  there  he  died.  He  attended 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Thompson,  Connec- 
ticut. His  children  were:  William,  born  Nov.  6, 
1814,  in  Pomfret,  Conn. ; George  W.,  April  7, 
1817,  in  Providence,  R.  I. ; Wary  B.,  Dec.  16,  1818, 
in  Falmouth,  Mass. ; Nancy  B.,  May  22,  1820,  in 
Falmouth,  Mass.;  Angeline  P.,  June  16,  1822,  in 
Seekonk,  INIass. ; Henry  H.,  Nov.  22,  1823,  in  See- 
konk;  Samuel  Newell,  May  i,  1825,  in  North 
Providence,  R.  I. ; Hannah  \V.,  Nov.  24,  1827,  in 
North  Providence,  R.  1. ; and  Silas  R.,  Sept,  i, 
1829,  in  North  Providence. 

(VH)  Hon.  Samuel  Newell  Richmond,  son 
of  Silas,  born  May  i,  1825,  in  North  Providence, 
R.  L,  married  July  5,  1846,  Rachel  Thayer,  of  Hop- 
kinton,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were : Aiarcia  E., 
born  April  29,  1849;  Silas  R.,  Sept,  i,  1851;  and 
Charles  N.,  June  22,  1861.  Mrs.  Rachel  (Thayer) 
Richmond  died  in  1892.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Russell  Thayer,  who  was  for  many  years  a partner 
of  Gardiner  Ndchols  in  the  machine  shops  of 
Nichols  & Thayer,  at  Hope  \'alley,  and  who  served 
in  the  Civil  war  as  a sergeant  in  the  12th  R.  I.  Vol- 
unteer Infantry, 

Hon.  Samuel  Newell  Richmond  spent  his  early 
school  days  in  Pawducket  and  Hope  Valley,  R.  I, 
He  learned  the  wagon  making  trade  with  T.  T.  and 
E.  Barber  at  Barberville,  R.  I.,  and  followed  that 
trade  for  a short  time,  soon,  however,  engaging  in 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Locust- 
ville,  a part  of  the  village  of  Hope  Valley.  He  first 
located  in  wdiat  is  now  known  as  the  Joseph  Cran- 
dall house,  which  structure  he  built,  but  later  sold 
it.  In  1858  he  built  a store  on  IMain  street,  and  a 
little  later  a residence  west  of  it.  For  some  years 
he  also  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  brick  at  Hope 
\'alley,  and  for  three  years  was  in  the  same  line  at 
Putnam,  Conn.  Public  affairs  always  interested 
him,  and  he  devoted  much  time  to  the  careful  study 
of  current  events.  For  many  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  of  Hopkinton,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  He  served  in  both 
branches  of  the  State  Legislature,  being  a member 
of  the  Senate  in  1859  and  i860.  He  was  a member 
and  liberal  supporter  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Hope  Valley,  and  a regular  attendant  at  its  serv- 
ices. His  fraternal  relations  were  wdth  Mechanics 
Lodge  (of  which  he  w'as  a charter  member),  and 
Niantic  Encampment  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Hope 
Valley,  and  he  was  the  stanch  supporter  of  a local 
temperance  organization.  He  died  in  1897. 

(VHI)  Marcia  E.  Richmond,  eldest  child  of 
Samuel  N.  Richmond,  married  Feb.  23,  1870, 
George  W.  Avery,  wdio  w'as  born  Feb.  18,  1847. 
Their  children  were : Carrie  IMarcia,  who  married 
L.  L.  Barber,  and  lives  at  No.  46  Brighton  street, 
Providence,  R.  I. ; Samuel  Richmond,  born  Dec.  2, 
1873,  wdio  married  May  21,  1897,  Ethel  Bell  True, 


and  has  two  children:  Elivct  True  (born  April 
16,  1899)  Kleber  (born  Feb.  4,  1900)  ; William 
Henry,  of  No.  23  Pierce  street,  Providence,  who 
married  Lillian  Browm,  and  has  two  children,  Laura 
and  Helen ; and  Laura,  wdio  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen. 

(VHI)  Silas  Russell  Richmond,  second  child 
of  Samuel  Newell,  married,  June  8,  1875,  Marietta 
A.  Allen,  daughter  of  Ray  G.  Allen,  merchant  of 
Hope  Valley.  Their  children  are:  Lucius  Rus- 
sell, born  April  12,  1877,  residing  in  California;  and 
Fred  Allen,  born  Nov.  24,  1881. 

(VHI)  Charles  N.  Richmond,  son  of  Samuel 
Newell,  married  (first)  Sarah  Clarke,  daughter  of 
Jesse  P.  Clarke,  and  she  died  leaving  no  children. 
He  married  (second)  Frances  Chipman,  and  their 
two  .-children  are:  Edward  Allen  and  Rachel.  For 
some  years  IMr.  Richmond  was  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Hope  Valley,  and  he  is  now  with  A.  R. 
Barr  & Co.,  in  the  steam  heating  business  at  Yonk- 
ers, New  York. 

(VHI)  Silas  Russell  Richmond,  son  of  Sam- 
uel Newell,  was  born  in  Hope  V'alley  Sept,  i,  1851, 
and  there  passed  his  early  school  days.  During 
1867-68,  he  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  In- 
stitute at  Suffield.  He  assisted  his  father  until  the 
spring  of  1871,  on  April  ist  of  wdiich  year  he  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  First  National  and  Hopkinton j 
Savings  Bank  under  Joseph  B.  Potter,  cashier  and 
treasurer.  In  October,  1885,  he  was  made  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Hopkinton  Savings  Bank,  and  he  has  ever  since  ac- 
ceptably filled  that  position.  His  ability  in  financial 
aff'airs  led  to  his  selection  as  treasurer  of  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  and  since  March,  1883,  he  has  filled 
that  position.  For  a quarter  of  a century  he  has 
been  treasurer  of  Mechanics  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Wood 
River  Railroad  Company.  In  his  youth  he  became 
interested  in  matters  religious,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1867  he  joined  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Hope 
Valley.  Of  this  church  he  has  been  deacon  for 
about  fifteen  years.  Air.  Richmond  enjoys  the  ut- 
most confidence  of  his  section,  and  has  never  been 
found  wanting,  no  matter  how  heavy  the  responsi- 
bility, nor  how  complicated  the  situation. 

DAVIS.  (I)  James  Davis  was  born  in  Marlbor- 
ough, Wiltshire,  England,  1585-86,  and  died  in 
Haverhill,  Alass.,  Jan.  29,  1679.  He  married,  in 
England,  Sissilla,  born  in  England,  1586-1588. 
Their  children  were:  James,  Jr.,  born  in  Marl- 
borough, England,  in  1608-09,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth Eaton,  and  died  in  Haverhill,  Alass.,  July  18, 
1694;  John,  born  in  Marlborough,  England; 
Ephraim,  born  in  Alarlborough ; Samuel,  bom  in 
Alarlborough ; Sarah,  born  in  Marlborough,  wdio 
married  John  Page,  of  Haverhill,  Alass. ; a daugh- 
ter. born  in  Alarlborough;  and  Judith,  wdio  mar- 
ried Samuel  Guild,  of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts. 

James  Davis,  Sr.,  came  wdth  his  wdfe  Sissilla 
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and  their  children  from  iNIarlborough,  Wiltshire, 
England,  to  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  about  1630, 
and  settled  first  in  Newberry,  where  he  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  Nov.  14,  1634,  and  his  son, 
James,  Jr.,  "May  13,  1640.  In  1640  James,  Sr., 
with  several  others  from  Newberry  and  four  from 
Ipswich,  desiring  more  land  and  timber,  went  up 
and  across  the  iMerrimac  river  at  a point  called 
Pentucket,  and  there  located.  Later  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  General  Court  they  settled  the  town  of 
Haverhill.  In  1641  he  brought  his  family  to  his 
new  home  and  was  joined  by  his  brother  Thomas 
Davis,  and  subsequently  was  appointed  by  the  com- 
mission to  take  a deed  of  the  township  lands  from 
Passaquo  and  Saggahew,  agents  of  Passaconaway, 
chief  of  the  aboriginal  possessors  of  the  county. 

Lpon  the  political  organization  of  the  town,  in 
1643,  l^oth  James,  Sr.,  and  Thomas  Davis  were  of 
the  five  chosen  to  constitute  the  first  hoard  of  se- 
lectmen, and  in  the  same  year  they  were  each  as- 
sessed upon  estates  valued  at  two  hundred  pounds, 
and  James  Davis,  Jr.,  was  assessed  upon  150 
pounds,  the  three  being  among  the  largest  individ- 
ual tax  payers.  They  were  extensively  engaged 
in  farming  and  lumbering,  and  were  known  in  the 
language  of  their  times  as  planters  and  sawyers, 
and  were  principal  contributors  to  the  property  of 
the  settlement.  The  children  of  James  and  Sissilla 
Davis  all  survived  their  parents  except  the  daugh- 
ter Judith.  Thomas  Davis,  brother  of  James,  Sr., 
died  in  Haverhill  July  27,  1683,  being  over  ninety 
years  of  age,  and  his  only  son,  Joseph,  who  was 
a selectman  of  the  town  in  1668,  died  in  1671. 

(II)  James  Davis,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Marlbor- 
ough, England,  in  1608-09,  and  died  in  Haverhill, 
3ilass.,  July  18,  1694.  On  Dec.  i,  1648,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Eaton,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1620-21.  and  died  in  Haverhill,  iMass.,  Jan.  21, 
1683.  Their  children  were;  Hannah,  horn  in 
Haverhill,  iMass.,  June  19,  1650,  who  married  Rob- 
ert Hastings ; Esther,  horn  in  Haverhill,  iMass., 
Oct.  8,  1651,  who  married  James  Parker;  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  Haverhill,  iMass.,  Alarch  ii,  1653; 
Ann,  horn  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Feb.  13,  1655;  Sa- 
rah, born  in  Haverhill,  iMass.,  Aug.  5,  1658,  who 
married  .Mr.  Litchfield;  James  {3),  born  in  Haver- 
hill, i\lass.,  Oct.  3,  1660;  John,  born  in  Haverhill, 
Mass.,  June  10,  1664.  who  was  killed  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  at  Pemaquid,  coast  of  Maine,  in 
1689;  Elisha,  born  in  Haverhill,  iMass.,  Aug.  30. 
1670;  Constance,  horn  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Nov. 
9.  1673,  who  married  Joseph  Barney,  of  Rehohoth, 
rvlass. ' After  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  mother  of 
these  children,  James  Davis,  Jr.,  married  a second 
wife,  to  whom  in  his  will  he  made  hecjnests  “to  my 
beloved  wife  Mary,”  hut  of  whom  we  have  no 
memoranda. 

James  Davis,  Jr.,  maintained  the  reputation  of 
his  father  as  a notable  housekeei)er,  business  man 
and  an  exenqdar  of  the  settlement  which  both  had 


helped  to  build  up,  and  to  which  he  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  being  emigrants  of  Puritan  predilec- 
tions, were  principal  contributors  and  partakers  in 
its  accomplishments  and  disappointments,  as  the 
abundant  fruits  of  their  toil,  and  the  loss  of  sons 
in  the  terrible  Indian  wars,  testify,  and  in  this  con- 
nection it  is  to  he  remembered  that  the  family  has 
never  failed  to  perpetuate  among  the  descendants 
the  names  of  John  and  Daniel,  who  were  slain  in 
battle. 

(HI)  Elisha  Davis,  son  of  James,  Jr.,  and 
Elizabeth,  was  horn  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Aug.  30, 
1670,  and  died  in  Haverhill,  Jan.  18,  1739.  He 
married  (marriage  intentions  published  in  Reho- 
both,  June  19,  1694)  Grace  Shaw,  daughter  of 
Thomas,  of  Thomas,  of  Rehohoth,  Alass.  Their 
children  were;  James,  born  in  Haverhill,  IMass., 
June  24,  1695;  Daniel,  born  in  Haverhill,  IMass., 
Dec.  2,  1697;  Elizabeth,  horn  in  Haverhill,  Feh. 
20,  1699  (married, Caleb  Dalton)  ; Abigail,  born  in 
Haverhill,  jMarch  ii,  1703  (married  Mr.  Hub- 
bard) ; Esther,  born  in  Haverhill,  Oct.  31,  1706 
(married  Mr.  Ford)  ; John,  horn  in  Haverhill, 
March  3,  1709  (married  Sarah  Barney)  ; Susan- 
nah (married  John  Black)  ; (married 

(Mr.  W’illison)  ; Moses,  born  in  Haverhill.  All  of 
these  children,  except  the  daughter  whose  name  is 
lost,  outlived  their  father  and  were  named  with  be- 
quests in  his  will,  as  was  a grandson  Willison,  son 
of  the  daughter  whose  name  escaped  record. 

Elisha  Davis  was  honored  among  his  townsmen 
for  gallantry  displayed  in  defense  of  his  town  in 
times  of  war,  and  was  mentioned  in  the  chronicles 
of  his  day  as  the  intrepid  Davis.  Numerous  well 
authenticated  anecdotes  are  told,  and  the  local  his- 
tories of  Haverhill  corroborate  them,  of  his  brav- 
ery in  the  border  warfare  with  the  French  and 
Indians,  but  want  qf  space  will  not  permit  the  re- 
cital herein. 

(IM)  Daniel  Davis,  son  of  Elisha  and  Grace, 
born  in  Haverhill,  IMass.,  Dec.  2,  1697,  died  in 
Swansea,  Mass.,  Nov.  ii,  1773.  He  married  in 
Haverhill  (intentions  published  in  Rehohoth)  April 
22,  1729,  Esther  Barney,  born  in  Rehohoth,  Sept. 
20.  1706,  who  died  in  Swansea  Sept.  4,  1778.  Their 
children  were;  Daniel,  Jr.,  born  in  Haverhill, 
Sept.  20.  1736,  died  in  Rehohoth,  June  23,  1817; 
Constance,  borai  in  Haverhill,  married  (first)  Au- 
gustus iMason,  her  cousin,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  and 
(second)  Jeremiah  Fisher,  of  WTentham,  Mass.; 
IMary,  horn  in  Haverhill,  married  Benjamin  Saun- 
ders. her  cousin,  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  (Barney) 
Saunders. 

The  above  named  Daniel  Davis  married  his 
cousin.  Esther  Barney,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bar- 
ney, of  Rehohoth.  and  Constance  Davis,  daughter 
of  James,  Jr.,  of  Haverhill,  and  sister  of  Daniel’s 
father,  Elisha.  They  first  settled  in  Haverhill, 
hut  subsequently  same  to  Rehohoth.  where  they 
occupied  a part  of  the  wife's  father’s  farm  until 
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1749,  when  they  bought  and  settled  upon  the  place, 
east  and  south  of  Myles  Bridge,  and  there  brought 
up  their  children  and  grandchildren. 

(V)  Daniel  Davis,  Jr.  (son  of  Daniel  and 
Esther),  born  in  Haverhill,  Sept.  20,  1736,  died  in 
Rehoboth,  June  23,  1817.  He  married  his  cousin. 
Patience  Barney,  daughter  of  Joseph,  Jr.,  and 
Joanna  (Martin)  Barney,  born  in  Rehoboth  in 
1739,  died  in  Rehoboth,  March  28,  1828.  Their 
children  were : Patience,  born  in  Swansea,  mar- 
ried July  8,  1779,  Nathan  Lounsbury,  of  Stamford, 
N.  ; Daniel  (3),  born  in  Swansea,  May  31, 
1763,  died  in  Rehoboth,  Nov.  2,  1803;  Moses,  born 
in  Swansea,  1772,  died  in  Rehobotb  Nov.  16,  1803; 
Elisha,  born  in  Swansea  in  1779,  died  in  Rehoboth, 
Sept.  30,  1803.  Besides  the  above  there  were  sev- 
eral other  children  who  died  in  infancy  and  Dan- 
iel (Jr.)  and  Patience  Davis  lived  to  bury  all  their 
offspring  save  four  children  of  their  son,  Daniel 
(3).  In  1773  Daniel  Davis,  Jr.,  received  from  his 
father,  Daniel  Davis,  a deed  to  his  homestead  near 
INIyles  Bridge,  in  Swansea,  which  a few  years  later 
he  sold  to  his  cousin,  Daniel  Barney,  Jr.,  from 
whom  it  has  passed  by  deed  and  descent  as  fol- 
lows : First  to  Jonathan  and  Peleg  Barney,  son  of 
Daniel,  Jr.;  from  Peleg  by  purchase  to  Mason,  son 
of  Jonathan ; from  Mason  by  deed  to  Rodman  Bar- 
ney, his  son  : and  from  Rodman  by  descent  to  Al- 
gernon and  Jonathan  Barney,  his  sons. 

(VT)  Daniel  Davis  (3),  son  of  Daniel,  Jr., 
and  Patience,  born  in  Swansea,  May  31,  1763, 
died  in  Rehoboth,  Nov.  2,  1803.  He  married  April 
18,  1794,  Anna  Bullock,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
INIary  (Horton)  Bullock,  born  in  Rehoboth,  July  4, 
1776,  died  in  Barrington  June  16,  1850.  Their 
children  were : John,  born  in  Reboboth,  Jan.  28, 
1795,  died  in  Rehoboth,  May  20,  1861  ; Mary,  born 
in  Rehoboth,  June  23,  1797,  died  in  Barrington 
Jan.  21,  1858;  Daniel  Nelson,  born  in  Rehoboth, 
Sept.  21,  1799,  died  at  sea,  Dec.  29,  1840;  Char- 
lotte, born  in  Rehoboth,  April  2,  1801,  died  in 

Barrington,  April  17,  1876.  Daniel  Davis 

(3),  like  his  sires,  took  a lively  interest 
in  military  affairs,  and  was  captain  of  a 
militia  company  in  Rehoboth.  In  1778,  wdiile 
yet  a lad  of  fifteen  years,  he  assisted  his  uncle,  Capt. 
Joseph  Barney  (3),  who  was  aide  in  the  quarter- 
master’s department  of  Gen.  Sullivan’s  army,  while 
beleaguering  the  British  upon  Rhode  Island,  in 
the  care  and  transportation  of  horses  and  forage. 
He  and  his  family  resided  in  the  house  with  his 
parents  in  Rehoboth,  as  did  his  brothers  Moses 
and  Elisha,  and  in  the  fall  of  1803  the  three  broth- 
ers all  died  of  a contagious  fever  contracted  in  un- 
loading a West  India  vessel  at  Bristol,  R.  I. — three 
estimable  young  men,  whose  deaths  were  lamented 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Upon  the  death  of  Daniel 
Davis  (3)  his  widow  Anna  and  her  four  children 
were  taken  by  the  grandparents,  Daniel,  Jr.,  and 
Patience,  into  their  own  home,  as  the  parents  of 
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Daniel,  Jr.,  had  done  by  their  grandchildren  before 
him,  and  they  raised  them  to  adult  life,  being  as- 
sisted therein  most  substantially  and  devotedly  by 
the  widowed  mother,  Anna,  of  whose  love  and  in- 
diptry  too  much  cannot  be  said.  She  remained 
with  her  children  until  they  had  grown  to  matur- 
ity, after  which  she  married,  Aug.  15,  1819,  Jona- 
than Barney,  a cousin  of  her  first  husband,  his 
mother  Patience  Barney,  and  the  father  of  her  sec- 
ond husband,  Martin  Barney,  being  sister  and 
brother.  This  second  husband  died  Feb.  23,  1838, 
leaving  her  again  a widowed  matron,  the  memory 
of  whose  kindly  heart  is  cherished  by  all  who 
knew  her  as  a priceless  heritage.  She  died  in  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Barrington,  June  12,  1850, 
loved  and  lamented  by  all.  Both  her  first  and  sec- 
ond husbands  were  highly  respected  citizens. 

Daniel  Davis  (3)  was  a cooper  by  trade,  and 
the  captain  of  a military  company  in  Rehoboth,  as 
both  his  father  and  grandfather  had  been  before 
him  in  Swansea,  and  his  early  death  was  an  irre- 
parable loss  to  his  family,  and  no  doubt  changed 
the  entire  current  of  their  lives. 

(VII)  John  Davis  (3),  son  of  Daniel  (3)  and 
Anna  (Bullock)  Davis,  born  in  Rehoboth,  Jan.  28, 
1795,  died  -in  Rehoboth,  May  20,  186 r.  He  mar- 
ried Oct.  II,  1818,  Nancy  Peck,  daughter  of  Am- 
brose and  Polly  (Lyndon)  Peck,  born  in  Swansea, 
Aug.  27,  1791,  and  died  in  Rehoboth,  Nov.  14, 
1823.  Their  children  were:  IMary  Ann,  born  in 
Rehoboth,  March  16,  1820,  died  June  7,  1899; 

Martha  Brownell,  born  in  Rehoboth,  Aug.  i,  1821, 
died  Jan.  23,  1823.  John  Davis  (3)  married  (sec- 
ond) Jan.  16,  1825,  Nancy  Davis,  daughter  of 
William  and  IMary  (Peck)  Davis,  born  in  Reho- 
both, July  20,  1795,  and  died  in  Rehoboth,  Feb.  12, 
1878.  Their  children  were:  John  William,  born 
in  Rehoboth,  iMarch  7,  1826;  Patience,  born  in  Re- 
hoboth, June  30,  1827,  died  in  Rehoboth,  March  8, 
1879;  Daniel,  born  in  Rehoboth,  Oct.  31.  1828, 
died  in  Rehoboth,  Dec.  31,  1833;  Stephen  Bullock, 
born  in  Rehoboth,  April  22,  1830,  died  in  Reho- 
both, Oct.  12,  1832:  Elisha,  born  in  Reboboth,  Nov. 
27,  1831,  died  April  22,  1904;  Daniel  Nelson,  born 
in  Rehoboth,  Jan.  19,  1835,  died  in  Providence, 
Oct.  10,  1891  ; Darius  Bullock,  born  in  Rehoboth. 
June  12,  1837,  died  in  Atlanta,  Ga-.,  while  en  route 
to  Florida  for  his  health,  Dec.  26,  1895  ; Nancy, 
born  in  Rehoboth,  IMay  i,  1839,  died  in  Rehoboth, 
IMay  12,  1839. 

John  Davis  (3)  was  a man  of  more  than  or- 
dinarv  energy,  intelligence  and  industry,  and 
through  a life  of  many  vicissitudes  kept  to  his  pa- 
ternal acres  and  added  to  them  as  opportunity  and 
ability  enabled  him  to  do  so,  ranking  as  a most 
successful  farmer  in  a farming  community.  An 
especial  characteristic  of  his  mind  was  the  tenacity 
with  which  he  clung  to  the  old  habits  and  methods 
of  industrial  and  business  ways,  both  in  his  farming 
and  housekeeping,  and  whoever  might  have 
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chanced  to  visit  his  home  and  farm  prior  to  1840 
would  have  found  him  doing  his  farming  with  tools 
and  by  methods  similar  to  those  used  by  his  fore- 
fathers; while  in  his  house  the  fire  upon  the 
hearth  and  the  loom  in  the  chamber  told  graphically 
of  the  old  colonial  habits  of  ancestors  perpetuated  in 
their  descendant.  Notwithstanding  all  this  he  was 
progressive,  broad-minded  and  charitable  in  his 
political  and  religious  views,  kind-hearted  and 
neighborly  in  thought  and  habit,  successful  in  busi- 
ness, and  an  excellent  type  of  the  “old  New  Eng- 
land” citizenship  in  its  best  estate  and  development 
in  modern  times.  From  1840  to  i860  he  was  al- 
most constantly  an  officer  of  his  town,  holding  in 
turn  almost  every  position  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
was  often  deputed  to  look  after  the  interests  of  his 
fellow  townsmen  before  committees  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  the  State,  and  had  charge  of  its  cases 
in  litigation  before  the  judicial  courts.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a commissioner  with  Col.  Worcester  Car- 
penter and  Dr.  Johnson  Gardner,  of  Seekonk,  to 
sell  the  last  of  the  town’s  commons  or  public  lands, 
and  with  them  closed  up  the  real  estate  interests  of 
old  Rehoboth  upon  the  identical  spot  (Seekonk 
Common)  where  their  ancestors  had  settled  more 
than  two  centuries  before.  His  services  were  often 
sought  as  executor  and  administrator  in  the  set- 
tlement of  estates  in  probate,  and  his  personal  in- 
fluence was  often  invoked  and  rendered  in  the  set- 
tlement of  differences  between  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  townsmen.  He  traveled  considerably,  and  it 
was  remembered  of  him,  and  related  as  an  evidence 
of  his  physical  vigor  and  endurance,  that  in  the 
spring  of  1827  he  with  his  uncle,  Stephen  F)Ul- 
lock,  and  a cousin,  Yial  A.  Bullock,  walked  from 
Bristol  county,  iNlass.,  to  Bradford  county.  Pa.,  ac- 
complishing the  journey  of  over  three  hundred 
miles  upon  the  rough  country  roads  in  eleven  days. 
The  now  seeming  singularity  of  the  undertaking  is 
perhaps  explainable  when  it  is  remembered  that  at 
that  time  there  were  no  such  things  as 
railroads,  and  in  the  season  of  their  journey 
the  waterways  hy  canal  and  river  were  yet  closed 
with  ice.  The  return  trip  in  May  was  made  by  Mr. 
Davis  alone,  via  canal  and  Rochester  to  Albany, 
thence  by  ])acket  sloop  to  Providence.  At  this 
time  it  was  his  intention  to  take  his  family  with  him 
the  next  season,  with  them  to  settle  upon  lands^  al- 
lotted to  him  in  Columhia,  Pa.,  but  the  severe  sick- 
ness of  his  son  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  start 
prevented,  and  the  enterjirise  was  subsequently 
abandoned,  though  it  was  ofttimes  afterward  re- 
ferred to  with  regret. 

The  winters  of  1838-39  and  1841-42  he  s])ent 
in  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  Tallahassee.  Fla.,  trav- 
eling by  sea  (then  the  most  practicable  way),  the 
fir.st  on  account  of  his  health  and  the  last  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  estate  of  his  brother  D.  N.  Davis. 
Though  many  sorrows  and  disaiipointments 
stamped  their  impress  upon  him,  his  heart  was  ever 


cheerful,  and  his  social  moods  pleasant  though  not 
obtrusive. 

(\III)  Joiix  \\ . Davis,  twice  governor  of 
Rhode  Island  and  for  many  years  a substantial 
business  man  of  Providence,  was  during  his  busy 
career  as  merchant  and  political  leader  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  this  State,  if  not  in  New  Eng- 
land. His  name  stands  high  on  the  roll  of  those 
who  have  given  their  services  to  the  people  with- 
out thought  of  personal  gain.  As  a public  man  his 
course  was  unique.  Politics  did  not  appeal  to  him 
until  the  demand  of  his  fellow  citizens  for  a re- 
spected leader  and  a strong  guiding  hand  made  his 
duty  apparent.  Then  he  applied  himself  to  public 
duties  with  the  strength  of  judgment  and  high 
principle  which  had  characterized  his  business  life, 
and  for  about  fifteen  years  was  a power  in  the 
Democratic  party.  That  personal  ambition  had  no 
part  in  his  activity  was  clearly  shown  when  he  vol- 
untarily withdrew  from  public  life  at  the  height 
of  his  fame,  at  a time  when  higher  honors  would 
have  been  easily  attained. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  March  7,  1826,  in  Reho- 
both, Mass.,  son  of  John  (3)  and  Nancy  (Davis) 
Davis.  He  passed  his  early  life  at  his  native  place, 
and  there  received  his  schooling,  afterward. learn- 
ing the  trade  of  mason.  He  also  studied  civil  en- 
gineering. For  several  years  he  was  engaged  as  a 
journeyman  at  his  trade,  working  in  the  cities  of 
the  North  and  South,  and  in  1850  settled  down  to 
business  life  in  Providence,  where  he  became  a 
grain  dealer.  He  was  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  and  continued  in  active  business  for  a pe- 
riod of  forty  years,  until  1890,  during  most  of  that 
time  being  located  on  Dyer  street. 

Mr.  Davis  took  no  special  part  in  politics  or 
public  affairs  until  the  year  1882,  when  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  town  council,  of  which  he 
became  president  upon  its  organization.  In  1885 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  council  and  again  be- 
came its  president,  during  that  term  rendering  spe- 
cial service  which  was  made  possible  by  his  irre- 
proachable character  and  politic  manner.  The 
town  council  was  then  an  important  factor  in  gen- 
eral political  affairs  as  well  as  in  local  interests, 
and  Mr.  Davis  was  successful  in  handling  some 
sharp  trickery  in  which  that  body  had  become  in- 
volved. In  1885  he  was  also  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  in  which  he  served  a year.  In  1886  he 
was  a])pointed  appraiser  of  Providence  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland,  and  in  1887  he  became  a candi- 
date for  governor.  The  Democrats  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  nominate  a man  who  was  free  enough  from 
factional  spirit  to  hold  the  party  together,  as  they 
were  particularly  anxious  to  prevent  the  re-election 
of  Governor.Wetmore  and  deal  a much  needed  re- 
buke to  the  perpetrators  of  the  ‘Alay  deal.”  i\Ir. 
Davis  was  entirely  familiar  with  the  requisites  for 
a successful  candidate,  both  from  a political  and 
from  a jiersonal  standpoint,  and  he  fought  a win- 
ning battle,  being  elected  by  a majority  of  some- 
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thing  over  a thousand  votes,  though  the  candidates 
for  lieutenant-governor  and  secretary  of  State  were 
chosen  by  the  General  Assemblv,  and  not  by  popu- 
lar vote.  In  1888  Air.  Davis  was  again  the  nomi- 
nee of  his  party,  but  was  defeated  by  Hon.  Royal 
C.  Taft,  of  Providence.  In  1889  he  was  again 
nominated  and  received  a plurality,  but  could  not 
claim  the  office,  and  when  he  ran  again,  in  1890, 
he  did  not  receive  a majority  of  the  popular  vote[ 
but  was  elected  by  the  General  Assembly.  Again 
in  1891  he  received  the  nomination  and  a plurality, 
but  lost  his  seat  because  of  the  Republican  major- 
ity in  joint  convention.  In  1892  Mr.  Davis  was 
elected  State  senator  from  Pawtucket,  and  in  1896 
he  became  mayor  of  that  city,  his  term  in  that  of- 
fice terminating  his  political  career. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  the  Pawtucket  Gazette 
referred  to  Mr.  Davis’  public  services  in  the  most 
flattering  terms,  and  closed  its  editorial  article  with 
the  following:  “As  an  official  Mr.  Davis  was  al- 
ways highly  respected.  He  was  of  exemplary 
character  and  his  private  and  political  life  was  en- 
tirely consistent.  He  was  not  a fluent  debater  or 
speaker,  but  he  was  possessed  of  common  sense 
views  of  his  duty  and  the  functions  of  the  State, 
and  he  voiced  these  wherever  he  w^as  called  upon 
to  make  himself  heard  or  felt.  He  was  a hand- 
some man,  and  his  Statehouse  portrait  singles  him 
out  in  that  quality  beyond  the  other  governors  of 
his  time.” 

After  retiring  from  the  mayoralty  of  Pawtucket 
Mr.  Davis  lived  retired  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Jan.  25,  1907,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in 
River  Side  cemetery,  the  funeral  services  being 
marked  by  many  evidences  of  the  high  esteem  in 
which  the  former  governor  was  held,  both  within 
and  without  his  own  community. 

The  Pawtucket  Chronicle  expressed  the  gen- 
eral opinion  in  its  editorial : “The  death  of  Hon. 
John  W.  Davis,  a fonner  governor  of  the  State  and 
a former  mayor  of  this  city,  occurring,  as  it  did, 
just  as  the  last  issue  of  the  Chronicle  was  put  to 
press,  impressed  the  whole  people  with  the  com- 
mon feeling  that  one  of  the  best  men  of  the  city 
and  State  had  been  called  home. 

“It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  tne  death  of  no 
other  citizen  of  Rhode  Island  could  have  more 
keenly  touched  the  heart  strings  than  has  the  pass- 
ing of  ‘Honest  John.’  This  cognomen  was  applied 
to  him  when  in  life  by  those  who  advanced  him  for 
political  honors,  and  never  were  words  more  fitly 
directed.  He  was  the  soul  or  honor,  and  there  was 
not  any  exception  to  his  integrity  in  the  acts  that  he 
was  called  to  perform  during  the  years  he  was  in 
public  life.  He  was  not  one  of  that  too  common 
class  who  affect  to  believe  that  all  means  are  fair  in 
politics,  for  with  him  political  acts  were  under 
the  same  restriction  as  any  other  act  that  has  to  do 
with  one’s  fellow  man.  In  all  that  was  upright, 
noble,  good  and  for  the  betterment  of  the  people, 
■“Honest  John’  was  a true  exemplar.  He  was  no- 


ble, yet  humble ; a ruler  in  every  sense  of  the  term, 
yet  at  no  times  autocratic  in  the  authority  vested 
m him.  As  governor  and  mayor,  and  in  every  office 
he  held  as  the  gift  of  his  constituents  he  was  the 
taithful,  brave-hearted  American  citizen,  true  to 
what  was  right  as  the  needle  is  to  the  pole. 

“His  was  an  honored  name,  and  his  own  acts 
made  it  so.  He  was  held  in  the  highest  affection 
and  esteem  by  the  people  of  the  State,  who  never 
paused  to  ask  as  to  his  politics.  In  him  they  recog- 
nized one  to  trust,  one  to  love,  one  whose  words 
were  as  good  as  law,  and  whenever  he  advocated 
any  measure  it  required  few  additional  champions 
to  convince  one  of  its  merit.  His  long  and  ad- 
mirable life  was  one  that  has  told  for  the  good  of 
his  State  and  the  community,  and  it  will  live  as 
long  as  the  memory  of  one  so  noble  and  praise- 
worthy as  he  shall  be  cherished.  As  neighbor, 
friend  and  public  official,  John  W.  Davis  met  all 
the  requirements  of  one  who  lives  in  accord  with 
the  best  that  a noble  nature  and  honesty  of  purpose 
can  provide.” 

On  Sept.  18,  1855,  Hr.  Davis  married  Lvdia 
Wilbur  Kenyon,  who  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I 
Oct.  20,  1825,  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Sarah  s’. 
Kenyon,  of  North  Providence,  R.  I.  Mrs.  Davis 
died  in  North  Providence,  April  29,  1859.  She 
was  the  mother  of  one  child.  Annie  Elma.  born  in 
Providence,  July  7.  1857,  who  died  in  North  Provi- 
dence, Sept.  13.  1857. 

On  Dec.  10.  1862,  Mr.  Davis  married  (second) 
Emily  Potter  Goff,  who  was  born  March  8,  1828, 
daughter  of  Sylvanus  and  Ann  (Davis)  Goff,  of 
Providence,  and  died  in  Pawtucket  July  ii,  1885. 
To  this  union  came  the  following  children:  Prank 
Ellsbree,  born  in  Providence  July  29,  1866,  who 
died  in  Pawtucket  Oct.  23,  1880;  Annie  Elizabeth, 
born  in  Providence  Oct.  22,  1868 : and  Mary  Emily, 
born  in  Providence  July  18.  1870,  who  married, 
Oct.  12,  1897.  Erving  Y.  Woolley,  son  of  Rev.  J. 
J.  Woolley,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Davis’  third  marriage,  on  Eeb.  18,  1895, 
was  to  Marietta  P.  Pearce,  who  was  born  July  12, 
1844.  ill  ^^ew  York  City,  daughter  of  Alfred  W. 
and  Alarietta  (Williams)  Pearce,  and  she  died  in 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  May  10,  1902. 

(VHI)  Hox.  Elisha  Davis,  son  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Davis)  Davis,  born  Nov.  27,  1831.  died 
April  22,  1904.  He  married  July  3,  1855,  Ether- 
rinda  Munroe,  born  March  22,  1830.  Her  parents 
were  P)Urden  and  Lydia  (Baker)  Munroe,  who 
owned  and  occupied  the  farm  bought  by  them  of 
Daniel  N.  Davis,  upon  which  the  father  of  Elisha 
was  born  and  brought  up.  Burden  Alunroe  was 
a mason  by  trade,  a man  of  great  strength  and  en- 
ergy, and  a most  capable  farmer  and  manager.  He 
brought  up  a large  family  of  sons  and  daughters 
upon  the  proceeds  of  his  industry  on  the  farm. 
Elisha  and  Etherrinda  Davis  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Elisha  Thomas,  born  Sept,  i,  1856,  married 
Amy  C.  Perry,  and  lives  in  Chicago,  111.,  where  he 
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is  engaged  in  the  read  estate  business.  Daniel 
Everett,  born  Jan.  26,  i860,  married  Ada  C.  Aus- 
tin and  (second)  Helen  W.  Goodwin;  he  also  lived 
in  Chicago  for  a time,  but  has  returned  to  Reho- 
both.  Lvdia  Baker,  born  Aug.  i,  1864,  married 
Rev.  Fred  E.  Bixby  (sketch  elsewhere),  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Swansea. 

Hon  Elisha  Davis  w’as  born  upon  the  home- 
stead in  Rehoboth,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  season  of  i860  when  en- 
crao-ed  in  brickmaking,  he  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
fng  upon  the  paternal  acres,  which  came  into  his 
possession  by  inheritance  and  purchase  m 1861. 
Bv  his  eminent  success  in  business  he  demon- 
st'rated  the  certainty  that  practical  farming,  when 
directed  by  intelligence  and  pursued  with  indus- 
try can  be  made  profitable  in  the  old  Bay  State,  an 
object  lesson  in  facts  worth  more  to  his  wisely  ob- 
serving neighbors  than  volumes  oi  verbal  exein 
plifications  could  be.  That  Air.  Davis  s abilities 
were  appreciated  by  his  townsmen  was  evidenced 
in  the  fact  that  for  many  years  they  chose  him  to 
1.e  a member  of  their  board  of  selectmen,  on  which 
his  father  had  served  many  years  before  him.  in 
1870  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  district— com- 
prising Berkeley,  Dighton,  Rehoboth  and  See- 
konk— in  the  State  Legislature.  For  a mng  time 
commission  as  justice  of  tlie 


Alediator  of  that  communion  in  Providence  and  the 
Universalist  Club  of  Rhode  Island  entered  an 
especial  minute  of  respect  to  his  memory  upon  the 
records  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  funeral  was 
conducted  by  the  Alasonic  bodies  of  which  he  was 
a member,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  Riverside 
Cemetery,  Pawfiucket,  where  a substantial  monu- 
ment to  his  memory  has  been  erected.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  that  cemetery  association.  He 
led  a useful  life,  honestly  earned  an  honorable 
name,  and  died  sincerely  lamented  alike  by  kin- 
dred and  friends.  Enemies  he  had  none. 

(VIH)  Darius  Bullock  Davis,  son  of  John 
(3)  and  Nancy  Davis,  born  in  Rehoboth  June  12, 
1837,  died  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Dec.  26,  1895,  while  en 
route  to  Florida  in  pursuit  of  health.  He  married, 
Feb.  8,  1864,  Elizabeth  Hope  Sisson,  who  was  born 
in  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  Feb.  25,  1841,  daughter  of 
Green  and  Hope  (Potter)  Sisson,  and  died  in  Paw- 
tucket, Feb.  5,  1890.  She  was  a most  estimable 
woman,  and  came  of  excellent  family,  her  parents 
and  earlier  ancestors  in  Westport  and  Little  Comp- 
ton being  descendants  of  the  earliest  Colonial  set- 
tlers in  those  towms.  Her  maternal  grandfather, 
Edward  Ichabod  Potter,  of  Westport,  is  still  remem- 
bered by  the  compilers  of  these  memoranda.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Davis  had  three  children:  Ray  Herbert, 
born  in  Providence,  Alarch  ii,  1865,  married  in 
Alay,  1896,  Alary  Appleton,  and  they  have  one  son. 


he  held  ^^'^^.!^'Yar^e'iv  in  the  settlement  Fred  Sheldon,  born  Alarch  13,  1899  ; Emma,  born 

peace,  and  he  was  aigely  ei^gea  ^ ^ ^ g Sanford 

of  estates  m Probate.  Apropos  of  Mr.  Davis_^  in  Pawtucket  Feb.  13/1876. 

Darius  Bullock  Davis  was  an  active  merchant  in 
exemplary  help-  Providence  from  1855,  when  he  began  as  a clerk  for 
She  is  a member  of  his  elder  brother,  until  his  death,  ever  maintaining 
a high  standing  for  credit,  integrity  and  financial 
responsibility.  He  w-as  an  eminent  member  of  va- 
rious Alasonic  bodies,  and  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellow'S,  and  was  well  and  favorably  known  in  con- 
nection with  those  fraternities,  in  wdiich  he  at- 
tained the  highest  degrees,  throughout  the  coun- 


success as  a farmer  and  usefulness  as  a citizen 
deserv'es  to  be  said  that  his  estimable  wife  has  been 
a most  notable  housekeeper  and  an 
mate  in  all  his  undertakings.^  She 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Swansea  to  which  Mr 
Davis  also  belongs.  It  may  be  well  said  of  them 
that  no  more  typical  representatives  of  the  best 
citizenship  in  Alassachusetts  country  life  eoMd  be 
found.  Thev  kept  themselves  well  abreast_  of  the 


moral;  social'  and  industrial  pr.^ress  of  them  Pme 


ciai  ana  1 ^nd  the  good  old  try.  He  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  Alasonic  or- 

being  an  honor  to  their  fainmes  aim  g ( \■nr^^^^A\■ncr  i\if 


ganizations  to  which  he  belonged  (including  Alt.. 
Vernon  Lodge  and  St.  John’s  Cominandery),  was 
a thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Alason,  and 
served  some  time  as  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
holding  that  office  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Air.  Davis  represented  the  town  of  Pawtucket 
in  the  State  Assembly  in  the  years  1879  and  1882- 
1883,  and  in  1887  he  w'as  appointed  aide-de-camp 
and  chief  of  staffi  by  his  brother,  the  Governor, 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  He  ever  retained  the 
highest  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his 
death  was  not  only  a loss  to  his  family,  but  to  his 
community. 

(TX)  Fred  Sanford  Davis,  youngest  of  the 
familv  of  Darius  Bullock  Davis,  was  born  in  Pa^y- 
tiicket,  R.  1.,  Feb.  13.  1876,  and  was  educated  in 
nt  /fis  &nHo'irmKr/rt"heTfifiver7  of  the  piihlic  schools  of  Pawtucket  and  at  Alowry  & 

which  he  w'as  a worthy  member.  For  many  years  Goff's  school.  Providence  after  which  he  went  west 
he  was  treasurer  and  trustee  of  the  Church  of  the  to  Indiana.  Locating  at  Crowm  Point,  Lake  county, . 


town  of  Rehoboth. 

(VHI)  Daniel  Nelson  Davis,  son  of  John 
(3)  and  Nancy  (Davis)  Davis,  born  in  Rehoboth 
Jan  19,  1835."  died  in  Providence,  Oct.  10,  1891. 
In  his  earlv^life  he  learned  the  machinist’s  trade, 
and  took  a great  interest  in  mechanics,  but  in  1862 
he  was  induced  bv  his  brother,  John  W.,  to  join  him 
in  some  mercantile  pursuits  in  Providence,  in  which 
he  attained  financial  success  and  a highly  creditable 
reputation.  His  disposition  led  him  to  devote  him- 
self earnestly  to  whatever  he  took  in  hand,  and  to 
do  it  w’ell.  * He  lived  unmarried,  content  in  his 
business,  and  his  enterprise  reached  out  to  distant 
communities.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Alasonic  organizations,  and  devoted  himself  and  his 
means  generously  to  the  welfare  of  these  societies, 
- 1 ■ 1 • - T Tnivpr<;ali!;t  Church,  of 
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lie  was  engaged  in  ranching  there  for  a period  of 
one  and  a half  years,  when  he  returned  to  Paw- 
tucket and  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  the 
late  Gov.  John  \\h  Davis,  as  assistant  superintend- 
ent and  treasurer  of  the  River  Side  Cemetery.  On 
the  death  of  Governor  Davis,  in  1907,  Air.  Davis 
became  superintendent  and  treasurer,  which  offices 
he  still  holds. 

On  Nov.  25,  1901,  Mr.  Davis  married  Miss  Car- 
rie May,  of  Stewart  county,  Ga.,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Carrie  Alay,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children ; Elizabeth  Hope,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
and  Ruth,  at  home.  Air.  Davis  is  very  domestic  in 
his  tastes  and  devoted  to  his  home  and  family. 

(VIII)  Patience  Davis,  daughter  of  John 
{3)  and  Nancy  (Davis)  Davis,  born  in  Rehoboth 
June  30,  1827,  died  there  Alarch  8,  1879.  She  mar- 
ried Oct.  12,  1857.  Albert  G.  Peck,  son  of  Sylvanus 
Peck,  of  Rehoboth,  and  their  children  were:  John 
Davis  and  ALary  Charlotte.  The  latter,  born  Sept. 
25,  1866,  died  in  Providence.  R.  I.,  Alarch  13,  1893. 

Patience  (Davis)  Peck,  like  her  parents,  was  a 
person  of  vigorous,  industrious  habits,  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  her  family,  their  comfort  and  pros- 
perity being  the  ambition  of  her  life.  Her  death 
was  doubtlessly  induced  in  the  performance  of  filial 
duty  to  her  mother,  and  her  children  have  kept 
precious  the  memory  of  her  labor  and  love  for 
them.  Her  husband,  too,  was  an  exemplary  help- 
mate, devoted  to  his  children,  his  pride  in  and 
solicitude  for  their  success  and  happiness  in  life  be- 
ing the  first  and  last  thoughts  of  his  mind,  and  his 
son  and  grandchildren  will  do  well  if  they  make 
their  lives  as  useful  and  exemplary  as  was  his.  He 
was  a ship  calker  by  trade,  and  followed  that  calling 
during  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  the  ship  yards 
of  Alason  P.arney,  at  Pjarneyville.  At  other  times 
he  worked  in  Nantucket,  and  in  his  later  years  he 
also  worked  at  his  trade  in  Providence.  He  lived 
and  kept  his  home  in  Rehoboth,  near  the  Elisha 
Davis  and  Sylvanus  Peck  farms,  having  a small 
farm,  which,  however,  he  never  worked.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  a member  of  one  of  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  companies  of  Rehoboth,  whose  train- 
ing grounds  were  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  from 
the  Sylvanus  Peck  farm.  He  held  a commission  as 
ensign  signed  by  the  governor  of  Massachusetts. 
He  died  Nov.  26,  1886. 

John  Davis  Peck  was  born  Oct.  13,  1861,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  of  Rehoboth,  living  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he 
went  to  Providence,  becoming  a member  of  the 
family  of  his  uncle,  ex-Gov.  John  \V.  Davis,  and 
also  becoming  a clerk  in  his  grain  and  feed  store. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  worked  for  his  uncle, 
and  also  spent  one  year  in  P>ryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College,  graduating  therefrom.  He  then 
spent  two  years  more  in  his  uncle’s  store.  When 
about  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  Aladison 
county.  111.,  along  with  his  cousin,  E.  T.  Davis,  son 


of  Elisha  Davis,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  eggs. 
There  he  remained  for  about  one  year,  when,  his 
mother  having  died  and  his  father  being  in  feeble 
health,  he  returned  East  and  began  to  work  for  his 
uncle  John  Wh  Davis  again;  He  continued  in  the 
feed  and  grain  store  of  his  uncle,  and  also  for  a time 
in  the  egg  store  of  his  uncle,  Daniel  N.  Davis,  until 
1888.  In  that  year  John  W’.  Davis  retired  from  the 
grain  business  which  he  had  conducted  so  long,  and 
which  was  located  at  No.  90  South  W'ater  street, 
corner  of  Crawford,  turning  the  business  over  to 
his  nephew.  Air.  Peck  associated  with  himself  in 
the  business  at  this  time  Air.  William  A.  Black,  the 
firm  becoming  Peck  & Black,  as  it  has  continued  to 
the  present  time.  The  business  was  continued  at 
the  old  stand  until  July,  1903,  when  the  firm  leased 
fof  a term  of  years  the  Reliance  Elevator  and  mill 
in  Warren,  R.  I.,  which  he  established  in  1897,  and 
where  an  annual  business  of  about  $100,000  is  done, 
giving  employment  to  seven  men  and  several  teams, 
and  supplying  the  trade  of  Bristol,  Warren,  Bar- 
rington and  Rehoboth.  The  business  of  the  firm 
of  Peck  & Black  amounts  to  the  grand  total  of 
about  $200,000  per  year.  As  a result  of  the  energy 
of  the  members  of  this  firm  it  is  now  one  of  the 
two  largest  of  its  kind  in  Providence.  Its  standing 
is  second  to  none. 

Air.  Peck  has  been  mote  than  usually  success- 
ful. He  inherited  most  excellent  qualities  on  both 
paternal  and  maternal  sides,  and  added  to  that  un- 
fiagging  zeal  in  his  business,  close  attention  to  de- 
tails and  watchfulness  for  the  wants  of  his  cus- 
tomers. It  is  a matter  of  pride  with  him  that  he 
has  as  customers  now  the  sons  of  men  who  were 
customers  of  the  old  firm  of  Ferguson  & Peck 
fiftv  years  ago.  Such  a condition  of  affairs  speaks 
for  itself.  Air.  Peck  has  not  been  active  in  politics. 
He  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been  a candidate  of  his 
party  for  member  of  the  City  Council  in  three  dif- 
ferent elections.  His  ward,  however,  was  and  is 
stronglv  Republican  and  he  was  not  elected. 

Alr.'^  Peck  was  married  April  8,  1891,  to  Aliss 
Louisa  Ginand,  of  Providence,  R.  L,  and  they  have 
had  three  children  born  as  follows:  Alarguerite 
Davis,  Alarch  22,  1892;  Marion  C..  Oct.  9,  1899 
(died  in  July,  1901)  ; and  Charlotte  L.,  Alarch  16, 
1903. 

HARRIS  BROWN  will  be  well  remembered 
by  the  oldest  citizens  of  the  Olneyville  section.  His 
father,  Aloses  Brown,  was  long  a resident  of  John- 
ston, and  married  Alaria  Harris,  also_  a member  of 
one  of  the  old  and  distinguished  families  of  Rhode 
Island.  They  had  the  following  children : AVilliam 
Fenner,  who  was  for  years  a well  and  favorably 
known  citizen  of  Tohnston,  as  is  also  his  son,  Hon. 
Stephen  H.  Brown,  of  Greenville:  Harris:  and 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Harley  Colwell, 
of  Johnston. 

Harris  Brown  was  born  Alarch  19,  1815.  m the 
town  of  Johnston,  was  reared  there,  and  received 
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such  educational  advantages  as  were  common  to 
the  youth  of  the  period.  In  his  youth  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a millwright  and  later  that  of  a wheel- 
wright, continuing  to  follow  the  latter  vocation  all 
his  life,  for  nearly  or  quite  forty-five  years  being 
thus  employed  in  the  town  of  Olneyville,  where  he 
became  known  to  a wide  and  varied  acquaintance. 
His  honesty  was  proverbial,  his  word  his  bond,  his 
moral  life  as  clean  and  irreproachable  as  his  business 
integrity.  Though  he  did  not  make  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances rapidly  he  built  well,  and  none  knew 
him  but  to  respect  him.  In  his  manner  he  was 
quiet  and  unassuming,  but  he  took  much  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  his  community  and  was  repeatedly 
sought  as  a candidate  for  office,  though  he  turned 
a deaf  ear  to  such  solicitations  except  in  one  in- 
stance, when  he  ran  on  an  independent  ticket  with 
little  or  no  hope  of  election  and  polled  a most  sat- 
isfactory vote,  running  much  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
He  attended  the  Free  ^^’ill  Baptist  Church.  ]\Ir. 
Brown  was  a man  slightly  under  medium  height 
but  of  strong  frame,  and  weighed  over  two  hun- 
dred pounds  throughout  his  mature  life.  He  had 
great  strength,  but  his  great  physical  ruggedness 
was  no  more  remarkable  than  his  strong  character, 
and  both  were  equally  recognized  and  respected. 
He  was  a man  singularly  attached  to  his  home  and 
devoted  to  his  duty,  and  throughout  lys  long  and 
useful  career  he  was  always  to  be  found  at  his 
place  of  business  during  working  hours  and  at  his 
home  during  his  leisure  time. 

i\Ir.  Brown’s  first  marriage,  which  occurred 
Nov.  8,  1838,  was  to  Lavina  Place,  who  was  born 
Dec.  12,  1818,  daughter  of  Hazzard  and  Phebe 
Place,  and  died  in  1865.  Eor  his  second  wife  he 
married  Susan  P.  Phillips,  wdio  was  born  Dec.  21, 
1817,  and  who  survives  him,  Mr.  Brown  having 
passed  away  Sept.  20,  1888.  Though  ninety  years 
old  i\Irs.  Brown  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  and 
both  mentally  and  physically  as  active  as  many  who 
are  many  years  her  junior.  i\Ir.  Brown’s  children 
were  all  by  his  first  union,  viz.:  (i)  George  Henry, 
born  June  13,  1839,  died  Aug.  28,  1839.  (2)  Mary 

Elizabetb,  born  May  3,  1840,  died  July  26,  1840. 
(3)  Chauncey,  born  Nov.  15,  1843,  resides  in  Vol- 
untown.  Conn.  He  married  Celia  B.  Linnell,  and 
among  their  children  are  James  Arthur  Garfield 
Brown,  George  Harris  Brown  (both  residents  of 
Providence)  and  Jo.seph  Brown  (who  is  a resident 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.).  (4)  Margaret,  born  Dec. 
31,  1846,  died  May  10,  1849.  (5)  Antoinette,  twin 

of  Margaret,  died  ]\ larch  24,  1849.  (6)  Lester, 

born  Oct.  t6.  1850,  died  Nov.  24,  1850.  (7)  Charles 
Harris  was  born  Nov.  8,  1858. 

Cii.vRLEs  Harris  Brown*  was  born  Nov.  8,  1858, 
in  tbe  Olneyville  section,  attended  the  local  public 
schools  and  later  graduated  from  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Commercial  College,  Providence.  It  was 
the  desire  of  both  himself  and  parents  that  he  be 
educated  for  jirofessional  life.  He  took  uj)  book- 
keei)ing  first  for  the  Boston  store,  and  later  for  the 


firm  of  Ladd  & Davis,  but  his  failing  health  soon 
showed  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  follow  an 
outdoor  life,  and  after  recovering  from  the  effects 
of  impaired  health,  he  entered  his  father’s  estab- 
lishment to  learn  the  wheelwright  business.  He  was 
associated  with  his  father  for  some  years,  and  at 
the  latter's  death  assumed  the  entire  business, 
winch  he  conducted  for  a number  of  years.  He  dis- 
posed of  it  in  1895  and  purchased  tlie  Kent  farm 
at  Hughesdale,  where  he  now  resides.  Air.  Brown 
is  a level-headed,  enterprising,  progressive  man, 
one  of  whom  his  fellow  citizens  are  proud,  for  he 
has  done  his  part  in  the  moral  and  material  ad- 
vancement and  has  upheld  his  position  as  a good 
citizen  throughout  his  career.  He  is  well  known 
over  a wide  territory,  and  has  taken  quite  a promi- 
nent part  in  local  politics,  though  not  always  on  the 
side  of  the  majority.  He  is  unfettered  by  party 
ties,  and  has  frequently  been  a candidate  for  office, 
not  so  much  with  the  hope  of  satisfying  any  am- 
bitions of  his  own  as  with  the  determination  to 
uphold  the  principles  involved  in  a campaign.  He 
does  not  believe  so  much  in  party  as  in  sound  prin- 
ciple, and  good  men,  and  stands  for  clean  govern- 
ment and  the  upbuilding  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  community. 

On  Oct.  17,  1894,  Air.  Brown  married  Aliss 
Alice  Whittaker  Holden,  who  was  born  June  3, 
1873,  in  Sugar  Grove,  \Varren  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter 
of  John  and  Esther  (Alaymon)  Holden,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  an  interesting  family ; Harris 
Franklin,  born  Aug.  31,  1895;  Lillian,  born  Jan. 

30,  1897,  who  died  Sept.  14,  1897;  Charles  Harris, 
born  Aug.  9,  1901 ; and  Howard  Holden,  born  Dec. 

31,  1902. 

GALLUP.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most  numer- 
ous of  the  distinguished  families  of  New  England 
bears  the  name  of  Gallup.  John  Gallup,  ancestor 
of  the  greater  number  of  the  families  of  the  name  in 
America,  came  hither  from  the  parish  of  Alosterne, 
Dorsetshire,  England,  in  1630.  He  was  a son  of 
John  Gallup,  who  married  into  a family  by  the 
name  of  Crabbe,  and  John  was  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Agnes  (Watkins)  Gallup,  of  North  Bowood 
and  Strode,  whose  descendants  still  own  and  occupy 
the  manors  of  Strode.  At  the  time  of  the  Visita- 
tion of  Dorset,  in  1623,  John  Gallup  (the  ancestor 
in  America)  was  thirty-three  years  of  age. 

(I)  John  Gallup  sailed  from  Plymouth,  Eng- 
land, Alarch  20,  1630,  in  the  ship  “Alary  and  John,” 
arriving  at  Nantasket,  now  Hull,  Alay  30,  1630. 
His  wife  and  children  followed  in  1633.  First  he 
went  to  Dorchester,  but  soon  after  became  a resi- 
dent of  Boston,  Alass..  and  was  admitted  to  the 
First  Church  Jan.  6,  1634.  He  was  made  a free- 
man the  same  year.  John  Gallup  owned  Gallup’s 
Island,  where  he  had  a snug  farm,  owned  also  other 
lands,  and  had  a house  in  Boston.  He  was  a skill- 
ful mariner,  well  acquainted  with  the  harbor  around 
Boston,  and  after  the  settlement  of  Rhode  Island 
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and  Connecticut  his  vessels  furnished  about  the 
only  means  of  communication  between  the  two  Col- 
onies. In  September,  1633,  he  achieved  great  dis- 
tinction by  piloting  the  ship  “Griffin,”  of  300  tons, 
through  a newly  found  channel,  having  on  board 
at  the  time  those  distinguished  citizens  of  New 
England,  Rev.  John  Cotton,  Rev.  John  Hooker, 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  among  some  two  hundred  passen- 
gers. The  death  of  Captain  Gallup  occurred  in 
Boston,  i\lass.,  Jan.  ii,  1650.  His  wife,  Christobel, 
also  died  in  Boston,  Sept.  27,  1655.  John  and 
Christobel  Gallup  had  children:  John,  Joan,  Sam- 
uel and  Nathaniel,  all  born  in  England. 

(II)  John  Gallup  (2),  son  of  John,  came  with 

his  mother  from  England  to  America  in  1633,  and 
ten  years  later,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  was  married  to 
Hannah  Lake,  a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
Lake.  In  early  life  he  gave  evidence  of  the  brave 
and  courageous  spirit  which  afterward  dis- 
tinguished him  as  a warrior  in  the  Indian  wars. 
^\'ith  the  Massachusetts  forces  he,  with  his  father, 
was  engaged  in  the  Pequot  war,  and  bore  himself 
so  bravely  that  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut, 
in  1651,  gave  him  a grant  of  100  acres  of  land,  and 
he  located  at  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1650-51.  In 
1654  he  moved  with  his  family  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Mystic  river,  now  Stonington,  where  he  had 
taken  up  the  land  granted  him,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  that  town.  Mr.  Gallup  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  General  Court  in  1665  and 
1667,  and  although  he  was  over  sixty  years  old 
when  King  Philip's  war  broke  out,  age  had  not 
quenched  his  valor.  New  London  county  having 
contributed  seventy'men  under  Capt.  John  ]\Iason, 
of  Norwich,  Captain  Gallup  joined  with  him  at 
the  head  of  the  Mohegans.  These  troops,  forming 
a junction  with  those  of  the  other  Colonies,  were 
engaged  in  the  “fearful  swamp  fight”  at  Narragan- 
sett,  Dec.  19,  1675.  In  storming  this  fort  Captain 
Gallup  led  his  men  bravely  forward,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  six  noted  captains  who  fell  on  that  mem- 
orable day.  Captain  Gallup  was  valued  as  a brave 
and  intrepid  officer  and  was  loved  and  respected  by 
his  men,  and  his  death  was  a great  blow  to  the 
colonists.  His  children  were:  Hannah,  born  at 
Boston,  Sept.  14,  1644,  who  married  Stephen  Gif- 
ford, of  Norwich,  Conn.,  June  18,  1672;  John; 
Esther,  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  ^\Iarch  24, 
1653,  married  Henry  Hodges,  of  Taunton, 

Mass.,  Dec.  17,  1674;  Benadam,  born  in  Stonington, 
in  1655  ; William,  born  in  1658;  Samuel;  Christobel, 
who  married  Peter  Crary,  of  Groton,  Dec.  31,  1677 ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Henry  Stevens,  of  Stoning- 
ton ; i\Iary,  who  married  John  Cole ; and  IMargaret, 
who  married  Joseph  Culver,  of  Groton. 

(III)  John  Gallup  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  1646,  and  married  Elizabeth  Harris. 

(Ill)  Benadam  Gallup,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
in  1655,  in  Stonington,  married  Esther  Prentice, 
born  July  20,  1660,  daughter  ©f  John  and  Esther 
Prentice,  of  New  London.  Both  were  members  of 
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the  Stonington  Church.  He  died  Aug.  2,  1727. 
His  wife  died  May  18,  1751.  Their  children  were: 
Hannah,  born  in' 1683;  ^Esther,  born  in  1685; 
Mercy,  born  in  1689 ; Benadam,  born  in  1693 ! Jo- 
seph, born  in  1695  ; iMargaret,  born  in  1698 ; and 
Lucy,  born  in  1701. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Benadam  Gallup,  born  in  1693,  in 
Groton,  Conn.,  married  Jan.  ii,  1716,  Eunice  Cobb. 
He  died  Sept.  30,  1755,  and  his  wife  died  Eeb.  i, 
1759-  aged  sixty-three.  Their  children  were: 
Benadam,  born  Oct.  26,  1716  ; Esther,  born  Feb.  24, 
1718;  Eunice  and  Lois  (twins),  born  INIarch  29, 
1721 ; William,  born  July  4,  1723;  Henry,  born  Oct. 
5,  17251  Nathan,  born  in  1727;  Ebenezer ; Thomas 
P.,  baptized  July  28,  1734;  Hannah,  and  Sarah. 

(V)  Col.  Benadam  Gallup,  born  Oct.  26,  1716, 

married  Aug.  ii,  1740,  Hannah  Avery,  of  (proton. 
Colonel  Gallup  was  a brave  officer  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. He  served  with  the  militia  in  the  2d  Battalion 
of  Wadsworth’s  Brigade,  raised  in  June,  1776,  and 
was  at  the  Brooklyn  front.  Battle  of  Long  Island, 
Aug.  27,  1776;  in  the  retreat  to  New  York,  Aug. 
27-30;  in  the  retreat  from  New  York  City,  Sept. 
15,  with  the  main  army  at  White  Plains.  Colonel 
Gallup  died  at  Groton  May  19,  1800.  His  wife 
died  July  28,  1799.  They  were  respectively  aged 
eighty-three  and  eighty-one  years.  Their  children 
were:  Benadam,  born  June  29,  1741;  Isaac,  Dec. 
22,  1742;  Hannah,  Nov.  4,  1744;  Esther,  Dec.  9, 
1746;  James,  Alay  i,  1749;  Jesse,  Feb.  2,  1751; 
John,  Jan.  13,  1753;  Prudence,  Jan.  30,  1755; 

Susan,  in  1756;  Josiah,  in  1760;  and  Abigail,  in 
1762. 

(VT)  Capt.  Isaac  Gallup,  born  Dec.  22,  1742, 
married  Oct.  5,  1786,  Anna  Smith,  born  Dec.  8, 
1765,  a daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Abigail  (Avery) 
Smith.  Captain  Gallup  served  with  such  rank  in 
the  Revolution.  He  died  in  Ledyard  Aug.  3,  1814. 
His  widow  married  Seth  Williams.  Jan.  30,  1825, 
and  died  Dec.  21,  1848.  Captain  Gallup’s  children 
were:  Anna,  born  Sept.  3,  1787;  Isaac,  Jan.  21, 
1789;  Russell,  April  ii,  1791  ; Sarah,  Nov.  9,  1792; 
Jabesh,  Aug.  23,  1794;  Avery,  April  6,  1796;  Elias, 
April  14,  1798;  Erastus,  July  31,  1800;  Shubael, 
IMarch  6,  1802;  and  Elihu,  Dec.  12,  1806. 

(VH)  Elihu  Gall.up,  born  Dec.  12,  1806,  in 
Ledyard,  Conn.,  married  Emily  Clark.  He  died 
Aug.  25,  1858. 

(VHI)  Dr.  Julius  C.  Gallup,  dentist,  of  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.,  was  born  Jan.  19,  1840,  in  Norwich,  Conn. 
He  attended  the  Norwich  public  schools  and  also 
had  the  advantages  of  private  instruction,  and  was 
in  his  fifteenth  year  when  he  went  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  a student  in  the  jiublic  schools.  Re- 
turning from  Oberlin  to  Norwich,  he  again  entered 
the  public  schools  there,  leaving  the  same  when 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  began  pre- 
paration for  his  profession  of  dentistry  with  Dr. 
S.  L.  Geer,  of  Norwich,  and  in  1862  took  up  active 
practice  on  his  own  account  in  IMystic,  Conn.  In 
1864  he  came  to  Bristol,  R.  L,  where  he  has  ever 
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since  had  his  home  and  practice,  and  for  over  forty 
years  he  has  been  the  leading  representative  of  his 
profession  in  that  town  and  county.  Aluch  of  his 
skill  is  of  course  the  result  of  long  practice,  but  it 
is  doubtless  due  principally  to  his  talent  for  the 
work,  for  which  he  has  decided  special  ability.  De- 
votion and  hard  work  such  as  he  has  given  to  the 
calling  of  his  choice  could  not  fail  of  their  legiti- 
mate reward  in  his  high  standing  in  his  profession. 
However,  all  who  know  the  Doctor  unite  in  the 
opinion  that  it  has  been  well  earned,  and  that  he  has 
attained  his  position  by  untiring  zeal  and  inde- 
fatigable industry.  His  entire  time  has  been  given 
to  his  profession,  precluding  any  active  interest  in 
public  or  other  matters,  but  he  is  nevertheless  u 
stanch  Republican  and  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Bristol,  which  he  joined  by  letter. 
On  Oct.  25,  1864,  Dr.  Gallup  was  united  in 
marriage  with  IMary  E.  Harvey,  daughter  of  ETriah 
Harvey,  and  they  have  had  children  as  follows ; 

(1)  Alary  Esther,  born  Sept.  3,  1866,  graduated 
from  the  Boston  Dental  College  June  21,  1893,  and 
married  A.  W'.  Harlan,  D.  D.  S.,  of  New  York. 

(2)  Dr.  Jennie  H..  born  (Jet.  14.  1867,  graduated 
from  the  Boston  Dental  (now  Tufts)  College  with 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.,  and  was  granted  the  degree 
of  I).  AI.  D.  in  June,  1906,  as  a post-graduate  de- 
gree. She  has  been  a regular  practitioner  with  her 
father  in  Bristol  for  fourteen  vears  and  is  most  ef- 
ficient in  her  work.  (3)  Annie  C.,  l)orn  Nov.  22, 
1868,  married  J.  E.  Roach,  of  Dorchester,  Alass. 
(4)  Julius  Clark,  Jr.,  born  Alarch  5,  1871,  a den- 
tist, is  a graduate  of  the  Dental  Department  of 
Tufts  Coliege.  (5)  Edward  Clark,  born  Oct.  28, 
1874,  took  the  entire  dental  course  in  Tufts  Col- 
lege. 

HARRIS  S.  FARNLAI.  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Glocester,  is  a descend- 
ant of  the  Uxbridge-Smithfield  branch  of  the  Ear- 
num  family,  the  records  of  which  appear  else- 
where. 

Cyru.s  Earnum,  son  of  Caleb  and  father  of 
Harris  S.,  was  born  at  what  is  now  Georgiaville, 
town  of  Smithfield,  June  24,  1809,  and  there  residecl 
until  his  first  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  (jlo- 
cester,  which  town  was  his  home  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  a farmer  and  also  engaged  in 
teaming,  also  doing  considerable  business  in  con- 
tracting for  the  building  of  highways,  reservoirs, 
etc.  His  first  hoine  in  Glocester  was  about  one  mile 
west  of  Harmony,  along  the  jiike  l)etween  that  place 
and  Chepachet.  Here  he  resided  for  a number  of 
years,  and  then  bought  a tavern  stand  nearby, 
which  he  conducted  for  eight  years.  Later  he  be- 
came the  owner  of,  and  in  1842  moved  to,  the  Dex- 
ter farm,  now  owned  by  Harris  S.  Earnum,  there 
residing  nntil  about  1870.  when  he  purchased  a farm 
n.ear  his  first  location,  that  being  his  home  until  his 
death  Aug.  8,  1893.  He  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  one  of  the  leading  and  influential 


party  men  of  his  town.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Glocester  in  the  State  Senate  for  several  years,  and 
for  about  the  same  period  in  the  Lower  House,  and 
for  nearly  a C|uarter  of  a century  was  president  of 
the  town  council,  finally  declining  a re-nomination. 
He  was  a leading  and  active  member  of  St.  Thomas 
Episcopal  Church  at  Greenville. 

Air.  Earnum  married  (first)  Alaria  Aldrich, 
born  Aug.  24,  1802,  daughter  of  Israel  Aldrich,  of 
Smithfield,  and  she  died  April  4,  1868.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  Airs.  Olive  (Aldrich)  Place,  widow 
of  Ethan  Place  and  sister  to  his  first  wife.  She 
died  Oct.  5,  1891.  His  children,  all  born  to  the  first 
union,  were:  (i)  Francis  L.,  born  Aug.  9,  1829, 
married  Sarah  Randall,  and  resides  at  Harmony, 
the  father  of  two  children,  Josephine  F.  (deceased), 
and  Alaria  (Airs.  Charles  A.  Randall).  (2)  Cyrus 
A.,  born  Jan.  6,  1831,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
who  served  with  the  12th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  resided  in  Glocester, 
where  he  died  Jan.  19,  1878.  He  married  Alary 
Eddy,  and  their  children  were,  Louise  (deceased), 
Frank  E.,  Fred,  Cyrus  H.  (the  well-known  artist) 
and  Earl  (who  died  when  a young  man).  (3) 
Harris  S.  was  born  June  7,  1833.  (4)  Charles  W., 
born  July  13,  1837,  married  Alary  S.  Steere,  and 
resided  in  Chepachet,  being  for  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  town  clerk  of  Chepachet,  and  a more  ex- 
tended review  of  his  career  will  be  found  else- 
where. (5)  Edwin  A.,  born  July  21,  1839,  is  a 
resident  of  Glocester,  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  in  which  he  served  from  1862  to  1865  as  a 
member  of  Company  C,  7th  Rhode  Island  A'olun- 
teers.  He  married  Alary  Elfza  Payne,  and  their 
children  were:  Ella  AL,  Airs.  George  A.  Young; 
Edwin;  Flora  B.,  Airs.  Leonard  Young;  Alary; 
Clarence  ; Flora  ; and  Alabel,  now  deceased. 

Harris  S.  Earnum  was  born  June  7,  1833,  in 
Glocester,  and  was  nine  years  old  when  his  father 
removed  to  the  farm  on  which  Air.  Earnum  now  re- 
sides. He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  In  early  life 
he  inclined  toward  mechanical  work  and  took  u]:)  the 
trade  of  blacksmith,  also  engaging  in  wheelwright- 
ing.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage  he  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm,  but  later  removed  to  a 
farm  along  the  pike  between  Harmony  and  Che- 
pachet. From  this  farm  he  removed  to  Chepachet. 
where  he  resided  for  three  years,  and  after  a year 
spent  in  the  town  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  he  returned 
to  the  farm  in  1868,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  has  made  many  extensive  improvements  on  the 
property,  and  as  a result  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
locality.  From  his  door-yard  a magnificent  view 
of  the  surrounding  country  is  to  be  obtained,  ana 
on  some  days  the  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay  are 
to  be  seen.  Some  years  ago  Air.  Earnum  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  management  of  the  farm  by  his  sen. 
Charles  W.,  who  was  educated  in  the  district 
school,  Lai)ham  Institute  at  North  Scituate.  and 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  at  Providence. 
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Soon  after  leaving  school  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm,  which  he  has  conducted  with 
marked  success.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in 
dairying,  and  is  a large  dealer  in  the  better  grades 
of  horses  and  cattle. 

Harris  S.  Farnuni  is  a Democrat,  but  he  has 
never  cared  for  public  office.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Greenville.  On 
Nov.  9,  1851,  Mr.  Farnum  married  Caroline  i\la- 
tilda  Steere,  born  April  4,  1833,  in  Smitlffield, 
daughter  of  Harris  and  Adah  (Tucker)  Steere,  and 
the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
(i)  Waldo  Erwin,  born  Jan.  24,  1853,  is  a painter 
by  trade,  and  resides  in  Providence.  He  married 
Annie,  daughter  of  Tillinghast  and  Mary  (Win- 
sor)  Winsor.  (2)  Ida  Louise,  born  Sept.  10,  1855, 
married  Edwin  P.  Lewis,  a bookkeeper,  and  they 
reside  in  Providence.  Their  children  are ; ’ Ernest 
Farnum,  born  July  13,  1883,  wbo  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1905,  and  is  now  a student  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ; and  Caroline  LaVaughn,  born  April 
19,  1885,  who  graduated  from  Hope  street  high 
school  in  1906.  (3)  Charles  W.,  born  Dec.  22, 

1857,  married,  Dec.  ii,  1885,  Lillian  May  Brown, 
of  Smithfield,  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Abby 
(Winsor)  Brown. 

[It  is  through  the  co-operation  of  IMrs.  Harris 
S.  Farnum  that  we  are  able  to  present  the  excellent 
likeness  of  Cyrus  Farnum.] 

IMUXRC).  At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  and 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  as  indi- 
cated in  the  town  records  of  the  town  of  Bristol, 
then  a part  of  Plymouth  Colony,  Massachusetts, 
there  were  several  families  there  by  the  name  which 
introduces  this  article,  among  them  that  of  William 
and  Mary  Munro.  The  Munros  of  Bristol  have 
been  among  the  substantial  families  of  the  town 
from  the  advent  of  the  family  of  William  and  Mary 
Munro,  some  two  hundred  and  more  years  ago. 

According  to  Buchanan  it  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  eleventh  century,  and  about  the  time  of  the 
Conquest  of  England,  when  Malcolm,  the  second 
of  that  name,  King  of  Scots,  first  distributed  the 
lands  in  Scotland  to  the  principal  families,  on  ac- 
count of  their  eminent  services  in  his  battles  with 
the  Danes.  According  to  tradition  it  was  on  that 
occasion  that  the  country  between  the  borough  of 
Dingwall  and  the  waters  of  Alness,  in  the  shire  of 
Ross,  was  given  to  Donald  Munro.  A part  of  these 
lands  was  afterward  erected  into  a Barony,  called 
the  Barony  of  Fowlis.  Some  of  the  Munros  were 
lords  of  the  barony  from  its  first  erection. 

Several  persons  came  to  New  England  not  far 
from  1650  by  the  name  of  Munrow,  one  of  whom 
Hudson,  in  his  History  of  Lexington,  IMass. 
(1868).  locates  in  Bristol,  then  in  Massachusetts, 
but  later  in  Rhode  Island.  One  of  these,  William 
Munrow  (iMunroe,  Munro),  says  tradition  was 
bound  out  to  a farmer  by  the  name  of  Winship,  who 


resided  in  that  part  of  Cambridge  called  Mehotony 
(now  Arlington),  and  that  when  his  indenture  had 
expired  he  had  set  up  for  himself,  going  further 
back  into  the  woods,  and  procuring  a tract  of  land 
within  the  present  limits  of  Lexington,  on  a section 
now  known  as  Scotland,  in  honor  of  the  native 
place  of  the  first  settler.  This  William  Munro,  the 
ancestor  of  all  the  Munroes  of  Lexington,  Mass., 
was  born  in  Scotland  in  1625,  and  descended  from 
the  Munroe  Clan  in  Scotland.  He  was  the  son,  ac- 
cording to  the  following,  of 

(I)  W illiam  Munro,  of  Dundee,  Scotland,  who 
is  said  to  have  come  to  iVmerica  in  the  ship  “Lyon,” 
1629  or  1630,  and  to  have  been  the  first  of  his  name 
in  New  England.  He  settled  in  Boston,  and  his 
daughter  married  a IMr.  Bennett,  whence  came  that 
name"  into  the  family. 

■(II)  Wdlliam  Alunro  (2),  son  of  William,  set- 
tled in  Cambridge  (as  above),  was  twice  married, 
and  had  twenty  children.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine,  and  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  fif- 
teen children,  seventy-eight  grandchildren  and 
twenty-two  great-grandchildren.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Munroes  of  Lexington,  who  acted  a con- 
spicuous part  April  19,  1775,  came  from  Ireland  to 
Scotland  at  a remote  period.  The  family  of  Mun- 
roe of  Fowlis,  from  which  the  Lexington  family 
descended,  is  among  the  most  ancient  and  honorable 
families  in  the  north  part  of  Scotland,  and  has  gen- 
erally been  remarkable  for  a brave,  martial  and  pa- 
triotic spirit.  They  have  intermarried  with  many 
of  the  best  families  and  nobility  in  that  part  of 
Scotland,  and,  what  is  more  to  their  honor,  thev 
were  among  the  very  first  in  those  parts  who  em- 
braced reformation,  which  they  zealously  sup- 
ported.  As  foreshadowed  in  the  foregoing,  Air. 
Hudson  says  the  Alunroes  of  Bristol  were  relatives 
of  those  of  Lexington. 

(HI)  William  Alunro,  son  of  William  (2), 
was  born  in  1674,  and  came  to  Bristol  in  1698.  He 
owned  a farm  in  Bristol,  extending  from  the  Gray 
farm  on  the  north  to  Alt.  Hope  farm  in  the  south, 
and  east  to  the  Narrows.  The  title  deeds  of  the 
“Alajor  Alunro  farm”  never  went  outside  the  fam- 
ily until  after  1900.  He  owned  at  one  time  thirty 
slaves,  afterward  divided  among  his  children ; was 
executor  of  the  estate  of  his  neighbor.  Col.  Henry 
Alclntosh  (Alt.  Hope  Farm),  and  managed  the 
property  of  the  widow,  Aladam  Alclntosh.  His 
son,  Bennett  Alunro,  lived  for  some  years  on  that 
farm,  then  owned  by  a Air.  Isaac  Royal,  of  Boston, 
husband  of  the  granddaughter  of  Col.  Alclntosh 
(daughter  of  Elizabeth  and  Lachlan  Alclntosh,  of 
New  Britain).  Air.  Royal  being  a Tory  his  prop- 
erty was  confiscated  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  purchased  from  the  State  by  Gov.  Brad- 
ford. William  Alunro  (3)  died  April  29.  1746,  in 
his  seventy-third  year.  His  wife.  Alary  (Lindsay), 
born  in  1685.  died  Nov.  8,  1760.  They  are  now 
buried  in  Alajor  Alunroe’s  lot  on  the  Neck,  having 
been  moved  from  the  Alunro  farm.  We  have  the 
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following  record  of  the  children  born  to  them : 
Hezekiah,  born  July  27,  1702,  died  Aug.  15,  1702; 
William,  born  Xov.  20,  1703,  married  Elizabeth 
Carey,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1777;  Nathan,  born  June 
(or  July)  II,  1706,  died  before  1746;  Bennett,  born 
Oct.  7 (or  i),  1708,  married  Sarah  Boswortb  in 
1733,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1775;  George,  born  Aug. 
31,  1710,  died  Sept.  9,  1744;  Nathaniel,  born  Oct. 
27,  1712,  married  iSIary  Jobs  in  1735,  and  died  after 
1746;  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  16,  1714,  died  Feb.  27, 
1743;  I\Iary,  born  Dec.  13,  1716,  married  John  In- 
graham in  1736,  and  in  1742  became  the  wife  of 
James  Gibbs,  and  died  in  Newport ; Susannah,  born 
bee.  20,  1720,  was  married  in  1744  to  Jeremiah 
A\'ilson,  and  died  in  Newport.  Of  this  family,  one 
son  is  said  to  have  had  no  children.  One  moved  to 
Connecticut.  The  father,  William  Munro,  was 
in  1724  chosen  the  first  vestryman  of  St.  Michael’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  town  on  that 
society’s  organization  there.  His  will  may  be  found 
at  the  town  clerk’s  office. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  treat  espe- 
ciallv  of  some  of  the  posterity  of  the  late  Bennett 
iMunro,  of  Bristol,  whose  son,  Hon.  John  Bennett 
iNlunro,  for  a number  of  years  was  honored  at  the 
hands  of  his  fellow  townsman  with  a seat  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  several  of 
whose  grandsons  have  long  honored  the  name  in 
professional  life  in  Providence.  Reference  is  made 
to  Wilfred  Harold  and  Walter  Lee  Munro,  the 
former  of  whom  is  now  and  has  been  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a professor  in  Brown  University,  and 
the  latter  is  among  the  leading  physicians  of  Provi- 
dence. These  men  come  of  Revolutionary  stock  in 
more  lines  than  one,  and  number  their  ancestors 
among  the  best  families  of  the  old  Plymouth  Colony 
town,  Bristol.  They  are  descendants  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  William  (3)  and  Mary  Munro,  of 
Bristol,  through  Bennett,  Edward,  Bennett  (2),  and 
John  Bennett  iMunro.  A remarkable  fact,  which 
probably  is  without  a parallel  in  any  community, 
is  that  all  these  ancestors  in  turn  from  father  to 
son,  in  unbroken  succession  through  156  years, 
served  as  vestrymen  in  St.  IMichael’s  Church,  Bris- 
tol, six  generations  having  been  represented  in  the 
vestry  by  the  following ; William  IMunro ; his 
.son,  Capt.  Bennett  Munro ; Capt.  Bennett’s  son  Ed- 
ward ; Edward’s  son  Bennett ; Bennett’s  two  sons, 
Plon.  John  Bennett  and  Otis  ; and  Wilfred  Harold 
Munro,  son  of  John  B.  IMunro. 

(IV)  Capt.  Bennett  Munro,  born  Oct.  i (or 
7),  1708,  married  Oct.  12  (or  ii),  1733,  Sarah 
Boswortb,  who  was  horn  in  1715-16,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Boswortb,  and  granddaughter 
of  John  Boswortb.  To  them  came  children  as  fol- 
lows: Nathan,  born  Oct.  3,  1734,  married  Cath- 
erine Bragg  in  1756:  Nathaniel,  born  Oct.  30  (or 
20).  1736,  went  to  Maine:  V’illiam,  horn  .Xpril  7. 
1738,  married  Mrs.  Hannah  Carey  in  1768,  and 
died  Jan.  28,  1797;  George  was  horn  Aug.  26, 
1740:  Sarah,  horn  Nov.  25,  1742,  married  Timothy 


Ingraham;  James,  born  iMarch  10,  1744,  married 
Patience  Munro  in  1775,  and  died  April  28,  1826; 
Edward  was  born  April  14,  1747;  Bennett,  born 
July  28,  1749,  went  to  Connecticut,  his  sons  to 
Ohio;  Henry,  born  July  30,  1752,  met  an  accidental 
death  July  ii,  1763,  having  been  scalded;  Benoni, 
born  Aug.  ii,  1754,  died  Alay  5,  1765;  Jemima, 
born  March  30,  1757,  married  a Wilson;  Samuel, 
born  Nov.  27,  1758,  died  at  sea  in  1779;  Royal, 
born  Oct.  8,  1762,  died  in  New  York  in  1779;  the 
births  of  the  other  three,  Lydia  (Airs.  Mason  Sw^an- 
zey),  Susannah  and  Benjamin,  are  not  recorded. 
Either  Nathan  or  Benjamin  went  to  Nova  Scotia. 
Eight  of  these  children  lived  to  be  over  eighty.  The 
father,  Capt.  Bennett  Alunro,  died  Sept.  25,  1775, 
aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  “was  followed  to  the 
grave  by  thirteen  mournful  sons  and  daughters” 
(Providence  Gazette,  Sept.  30,  1775).  Sarah,  his 
widow,  died  Sept.  25,  1811,  aged  ninety-five  years, 
from  the  effects  of  an  accident,  her  dress  having 
taken  fire  at  an  open  fireplace.  She  was  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery  off  the  Common. 

(V)  Edward  Alunro,  born  April  14,  1747,  died 
Alarch  10,  1835,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  On  Aug. 
27,  1769,  he  married  Sarah  Hoar,  who  was  born 
Feb.  22,  1742,  daughter  of  William  and  Susannah 
(Bragg)  Hoar.  She  died  Sept.  22,  1827,  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery  off  the  Common.  The 
following  is  the  record  of  their  nine  children : Abi- 
gail, baptized  Alay  20,  1770,  married  Jeremiah 
Diman  in  1794  and  died  June  9,  1851 ; Henry,  born 
Alay  28,  1771,  married  (first)  Phebe  Alunro,  who 
died  in  1819,  and  (second)  Betsey  Gladding,  who 
died  in  1844,  and  he  died  Sept.  23,  1847;  Benjamin, 
born  Alarch  4,  1773  (baptized  July  24,  1773),  died 
Sept.  9,  1781 ; Susannah,  born  March  3,  1775,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Asa  Kent  (son  of  Jacob  and  Abigail),  of 
Brookfield,  Alass.,  and  died  Alay  5,  1863 ; Sarah, 
born  April  6 (or  3),  1777,  died  Dec.  29,  1853;  Ed- 
ward, born  Alay  i,  1779  (baptized  in  July,  1779), 
married  in  1812  Elizabeth  Oxx  (daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Rebecca),  and  died  Dec.  8,  1826;  Lydia, 
born  Feb.  16,  1781  (baptized  July  31,  1782),  mar- 
ried Christopher  Pearse,  and  died  Aug.  28,  1807; 
Phoebe,  born  April  3,  1783,  married  Rev.  Palmer 
Brown,  and  died  April  18,  1862  : Bennett  was  born 
Dec.  19,  1785.  The  father  was  a patriot  of  the 
Revolution.  He  served  as  a private  from  Decem- 
ber, 1776,  to  November,  1779,  in  Capt.  Carr’s  and 
Capt.  Throop's  companies  of  Col.  Archibald  Crary’s* 
Rhode  Island  Regiment.  He  became  a United  ft 
States  pensioner. 

(VI)  Bexnett  AIunro  (2),  born  Dec.  19,  [ 
1785,  died  Feb.  24.  1864.  He  married  Alay  16, 
1808,  Sally  Gladding,  who  was  born  June  23,  1790, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susannah  Gladding.  She 
died  Oct.  12,  1817,  and  he  married  (second)  July 
6,  1818,  Lucy  Abell,  born  July  14,  1797,  daughter 
of  Preserved  Abell.  The  children  horn  to  the  first 
marriage  were:  Edward,  horn  April  28,  1810; 
Phebe  Howland,  Aug.  19,  1812:  and  Eleanor,  Oct. 
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6,  1814.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage 
were;  Sarah  Gladding,  born  Jan.  22,  1819;  John 
Bennett,  Sept.  20,  1820:  Permelia  A.,  Oct.  ii,  1822; 
George,  Jan.  2,  1825;  Otis,  Nov.  10,  1827  (married 
Oct.  15,  1862,  Hannah  Waldron)  ; Lucy  B.,  Jan.  15, 
1830;  Francis  S.,  Aug.  3,  1831 ; Crawford,  Feb.  16, 
1834;  Anne  R.,  July  30,  1837;  and  Charles  B.,  Nov. 
17,  1839.  Preserved  Abell  (above)  served  in  the 
Revolution  as  quartermaster-sergeant  of  Walker’s 
Massachusetts  Regiment. 

(VII)  Sarah  Cl.-voding  Munro,  daughter  of 
Bennett  Munro,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1819,  and  died 
Feb.  25,  1872,  at  Bristol,  R.  I.  She  married  Wil- 
liam Harker  iMorse,  a sea  captain,  native  of  Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard,  who  after  leaving  the  sea,  settled  in 
Bristol.  He  died  Jan.  22,  1901,  in  Barrington,  R. 
I.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children : Mary 
Raymond ; Gertrude  Harker,  who  married  Horace 
E.  Medbury,  of  Barrington,  and  they  have  an 
adopted  daughter,  Helen  Gertrude ; Emily  Ste- 
phens; Fannv  Williams;  and  William  Harker,  de- 
ceased. 

(VII)  John  Bennett  Munro,  born  Sept.  20, 
1820,  represented  the  town  of  Bristol  in  the  State 
Assembly  in  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856  and  1857.  He 
married  Dec.  25,  1846,  Abby  Howland  Batt,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Hannah  (Waldron)  Batt,  and 
granddaughter  of  Thomas  Waldron,  of  Bristol,  R. 
L,  who  served  eight  months  as  a private  soldier  in 
Capt.  William  Throop’s  company  of  Rhode  Island 
Militia.  To  this  marriage  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Myra  W.,  born  Oct.  31,  1847  (died  Nov. 
15,  1848)  ; Wilfred  Harold,  Aug.  20,  1849;  Arthur 
Lee,  Sept,  ii,  1852;  Lillian  F.,  March  24,  1854; 
Walter  Lee,  in  1857;  Annette  G.,  July  23,  i860; 
and  Ella  Clark,  baptized  July  10,  1863. 


Going  back  to  the  earlier  generations, 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Munro,  son  of  William  (3), 
was  born  Oct.  27,  1712,  and  in  1735  married  Mary 
Jobs.  They  had  children,  as  in  church  records : 
Mary,  born  June  15,  1740;  Nathaniel,  born  Aug.  3, 
1741;  Phebe,  born  July  17,  1743;  Margaret,  born 
March  24,  1745;  Robert,  born  Sept.  18,  1748;  Re- 
becca, born  July  22,  1750;  Deborah,  born  June  28, 
1752;  Benjamin,  born  May  19,  1754;  Stephen,  born 
July  30,  1758. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Munro  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel, 
born  Aug.  3,  1741,  married  Alartha  Taylor,  Nov. 
I,  1774,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Allen,  born 
April  6,  1787,  and  Nathaniel,  who  married  Mary 
Spooner,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Spooner, 
Sept.  7,  1818. 

(VI)  Allen  Munroe,  son  of,  Nathaniel  (2), 
born  April  6,  1787,  married,  Nov.  20,  1808,  Ruth 
Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  iMartha  Taylor,  who  mar- 
ried Ira  Slade ; Samuel  Smith ; Allen,  who  married 
Abby  Whitaker ; Lucy : Rogerson,  who  married 
Jeremiah  Pease  of  Edgartown,  iMartha’s  Mneyard ; 
Mary  Smith,  who  married  John  W.  Pearse ; John 


iMay,  who  married  Emily  Coggeshall ; Isabella,  who 
married  Henry  B.  D.  Coggeshall ; and  Sanford 
Benton,  who  married  Mary  Tillinghast. 

(VII)  Capt.  Samuel  Smith  Munroe,  born 
June  16,  1812,  in  Bristol,  received  such  school- 
ing as  was  afforded  there  during  his  boyhood,  but 
was  in  the  main  a self-educated  man.  He  recog- 
nized the  power  of  intellect  early  in  his  career,  and 
was  only  a boy  at  sea  when  he  realized  that  he  must 
study  if  he  would  succeed,  thus  forming  a habit 
which  made  him  an  unusually  well  read  and  well 
informed  man.  He  commenced  his  seafaring  life 
by  shipping  before  the  mast,  and  was  only  twenty- 
eight  when  he  became  master  of  a ship,  in  which  he 
also  had  an  interest,  in  association  with  Mr.  Childs, 
of  Warren,  R.  I.  He  was  engaged  in  the  whaling 
business  for  some  time.  He  circumnavigated  the 
earth  several  times  and  often  used  to  say,  after  re- 
tiring from  business:  “I  have  been  round  and 
round  the  world,  and  I am  perfectly  content  to  sit 
here.”  During  the  last  fourteen  years  of  his  ac- 
tive life  he  had  charge  of  his  own  vessel  or  vessels 
in  which  he  was  interested.  In  1854  he  retired 
from  the  sea  and  settled  in  the  house  in  which  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  MacDougall,  now  lives,  and  which 
was  built  in  1845.  After  his  retirement  he  did  not 
regularly  engage  in  any  business.  He  was  fre- 
quently "occupied  as  administrator  and  executor, 
settling  among  others  the  Samuel  Sparks  estate  and 
also  the  Gideon  Gifford  estate.  He  was  a very  suc- 
cessful man,  self-made,  and  noted  for  his  firmness 
and  decision  of  character.  He  was  not  active  in 
politics,  and  though  a Democrat  ordinarily  was  in- 
dependent in  his  views  when  occasion  required,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  being  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Union  cause.  His  religious  associations  were  with 
the  IMethodist  Church  of  his  place,  to  which  he 
contributed  largely.  Fraternally  he  was  a iMason, 
a member  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  of  Bristol,  and  was 
much  attached  to  the  order.  He  passed  away  June 
28.  1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
after  a life  of  successful  activities.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  highly  honored  and  respected  members  of 
that  class  of  master  seamen  whose  lives  were  so 
useful  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  in  their  day 
and  generation.  He  was  a kind  and  loving  father 
and  husband  and  an  exemplary  citizen. 

On  Feb.  28,  1839,  Capt.  Samuel  Smith  Munroe 
married  Ann  Pitman,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sa- 
rah (Howland)  Pitman,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren: Benjamin  Smith,  born  Nov.  26,  1839,  who 
died  Feb.  10,  1869;  and  Annie  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
2,  1844.  Mrs.  Munroe  died  Aug.  i,  1873,  and  on 
Oct.  15,  1874,  Capt.  Munroe  married  (second)  -IMrs. 
Ann  S.  Sparks,  who  died  Jan.  25,  1888. 

On  May  14,  1867,  Annie  Elizabeth  Munroe 
married  Hugh  MacDougall.  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children:  Benjamin  IMunroe,  born  Sept.  7, 
1871,  married  Emily  D.  Bennett,  daughter  of  ^Ir. 
Herbert  F.  Bennett,  and  they  have  two  children, 
twins.  Janet  and  Jessica,  born  Jan.  ii,  1902;  Jessie 
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Howland,  born  Xov.  7,  1873,  died  Nov.  14,  1877; 
Samuel  Smith,  born  Sept.  27,  1875,  died  Jan.  18, 
1881  ; Allister  Allen,  born  Alay  22,  1877,  is  living 
in  Providence;  and  Annie  Louise,  born  Nov.  15, 
1878,  died  in  June,  1879. 

STEPHEN  MATHEWSON  GREENE,  one 
of  the  well-known,  leading  citizens  of  North  Provi- 
dence, is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
tracing  his  ancestry  to 

(1)  John  Greene,  a surgeon  of  Salisbury, 
County  Wilts,  England,  born  in  1597,  son  of  Rich- 
ard and  grandson  of  Richard  Greene,  both  of  whom 
were  residents  of  Bowridge  Hill,  Gillingham,  Dor- 
setshire, where  it  is  probable  John  was  born,  was 
married  (first)  in  Salisbury,  Nov.  4,  1619,  to  Joan 
Tattersall,  who  was  the  mother  of  his  children. 
In  1635  he  sailed  from  Southampton,  England,  in 
the  ship  “James,”  and  in  that  year  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton. He  was  later  at  Salem,  and  was  at  Providence 
in  1637.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve  to  whom  Roger 
Williams  deeded  land  in  1638,  and  in  the  following- 
year  was  one  of  the  twelve  original  members  of  the 
Eirst  Baptist  Church.  He  and  ten  others  pur- 
chased, in  1643,  tract  of  land  called  Shawomet 
(\\'arwick).  His  death  occurred  in  1658. 

(H)  Major  John  Greene  (2),  of  W'arwdck, 
born  in  1620,  married  Ann  Almy,  born  in  1627, 
daughter  of  William  and  Audry  Almy,  and  they 
died  respectively,  Nov.  27,  1708,  and  May  27,1709; 
IMajor  (Sreene  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  public 
men  of  his  day.  lie  was  commissioner  1652-1663; 
general  recorder,  1652-1654;  general  sblicitor, 
1655;  attorney  general,  1657-1660;  assistant  almost 
without  interruption  from  1660  to  1690;  deputy 
1664-1675,  and  1677-1680;  and  deputy  governor, 
1690-1700. 

( Ill)  Captain  Peter  Greene,  son  of  John  (2), 
was  born  at  Warwick,  Feb.  4,  1654,  and  was  a 
prominent  man  in  the  community,  serving  as  deputy 
from  Warwick  to  the  General  Assembly  for  many 
years,  as  captain  of  the  Train  Band,  and  also  hold- 
ing numerous  responsible  town  offices.  He  in- 
herited, by  will  from  his  uncle,  Peter  Greene,  the 
homestead  of  his  grandfather,  John  Greene,  sur- 
geon, in  the  eastern  part  of  Old  Norwich,  near 
Conimicut  Point,  where  he  resided,  dying  about 
1723,  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Stephen 
Arnold,  of  Pawtuxct,  and  their  children  were: 
Peter,  Sarah,  John,  Stephen,  William,  Elisha  and 
Barlow. 

(IV)  Elisha  Greene,  son  of  Peter,  born  Feb.  13, 
1692,  in  Old  Warwick,  R.  I.,  was  admitted  a free- 
man in  1723.  He  married  Mary,  born  Sept.  23, 
1700.  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Carder) 
Greene.  He  and  his  wife  Mary  sold  the  mansion 
house  and  land  at  Coweset  on  the  east  side  of  the 
road.  l)etween  Api)onaug,  and  East  Greenwich, 
with  the  lot  l)etween  the  road  and  Coweset  Bay, 
being  the  lot  purchased  of  Samuel  Cooper.  Mr. 


Greene  died  in  1767,  and  was  buried  with  his  wife 
at  “Stone  Castle,”  she  dying  Sept.  27,  1750.  Their 
clnldren  were:  Alary,  born  May  22,  1724;  Elisha, 
July  7,  1726;  and  Elizabeth,  June  14,  1731. 

(V)  Elisha  Greene  (2),  son  of  Elisha,  born 
July  7,  1726,  in  Old  Warwick,  R.  I.,  married  (first) 
Dec.  4,  1748,  Isabel,  daughter  of  John  Budlong,  and 
(second)  Sarah  Johnson,  who  survived  him.  Air. 
Greene  resided  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  where  he 
died  in  1802.  His  will,  dated  Sept.  10,  1800,  was 
proved  June  26,  1802.  He  mentions  widow  Sarah, 
and  bequeaths  to  daughters  Alary  and  Elizabeth 
house  and  land  where  he  lived  in  East  Greenwfich. 
His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage  were: 
Tabitha,  born  Alarch  8,  1750;  Stephen,  Nov.  5, 
1752;  Alary,  July  15,  1755;  William,  Oct.  8,  1757; 
and  Elizabeth,  Nov.  30,  1759. 

(\T)  William  Greene,  born  Oct.  8,  1757,  in  Old 
Warwick,  married  Alary  Tibbitts,  and  they  lived 
for  many  years  in  Frenchtown,  Warwick,  and  then 
removed  to  Coventry,  as  they  were  so  near  the  sea- 
coast  that  Air.  Greene  feared  his  sons  might  desire 
to  follow  the  sea.  He  was  for  some  time  pros- 
perous in  business,  but,  through  his  kindness  of 
heart,  he  put  his  name  to  a paper  to  accommodate  a 
friend,  thereby  losing  all  his  property.  About  1805 
he  removed  wdth  his  family  to  Willet,  Cortland 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  wdiere  he  died  Nov.  6,  1818.  His  widow 
finally  went  to  live  with  her  son,  James,  with  whom 
she  spent  nearly  ten  years,  and  ended  her  days  with 
him,  dying  xTug.  10,  1836.  Their  children  were: 
Henry  married  a Aliss  Whitford ; Benjamin  mar- 
ried Hetty  Wilson;  John  married  Asia  Jones;  Ste- 
phen; Elisha  married  Hannah  Jones;  Thomas; 
James  married  Sally  Leach;  Joseph  married  Pamila 
Wilson;  and  Isabel  married  Newel  Upham. 

(\TI)  Stephen  Greene,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Frenchtown,  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  R.  L,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  trade 
of  wheelwright,  and  at  one  time  did  considerable 
w'ork  in  his  line  for  the  many  factories  that  were 
being  erected  in  this  section  of  the  State,  work  in 
his  line  being  quite  plentiful  in  the  days  of  wooden 
wheels  for  water  power.  At  this  time  his  residence 
w-as  in  Scituate.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  machinery  for  mills,  in  which  he 
continued  until  the  panic  of  1837,  when  he  met  with 
financial  reverses.  Removing  to  Providence,  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there,  and  died  in  1852. 

Stephen  Greene  married  Susannah  Briggs,  whom 
he  survived,  she  having  passed  away  in  1848.  Their 
children  were:  Joseph  was  a machinist  and  resided 
in  Providence ; Susan  married  Harley  Fiske,  and 
resided  for  a time  in  Scituate,  and  later  in  Provi- 
dence, where  she  died ; Mary  married  Ezra  Wilbur, 
and  resided  in  Providence : Stephen  A. ; James  was 
a carpenter,  and  was  residing  in  Fall  River  at  the 
time  of  his  death ; and  Phebe  married  Burrell 
Greene,  and  resided  in  Cortland  county.  New  York. 

(\TII)  Stephen  Albert  Greene,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Scituate.  He  learned  median- 
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ical  work  with  his  father,  becoming  a machinist, 
and  followed  that  line  of  work  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Nov.  17,  1883,  age  of  sixty- 

six  in  Providence,  this  city  having  been  his  home 
since  i860,  previous  to  which  time  he  had  resided  in 
several  other  places  in  the  State,  where  work  in  his 
line  was  to  be  found.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican.  He  was  a member  of 
North  Star  Lodge,  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  relig- 
ious connections  was  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Stephen  Albert  Greene  married  Susan  Mathew- 
son,  a native  of  Scituate,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Susan  (Burlingame)  Mathewson.  Mrs.  Greene 
died  in  Providence,  Sept.  9,  1869,  in  her  fifty-third 
year.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Greene  was  Mrs. 
Alma' A.  (Cooke)  Brown,  who  survives  him.  The 
children  of  Mr.  Greene,  all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, were  as  follows : Stephen  Mathewson  ; 
Susan  Eliza,  wife  of  Silas  A.  Brown,  resides  in 
Providence ; Henry  Glay  died  aged  eighteen  vears ; 
Sydney  Adelbert  served  in  the  Signal  Corps  in  the 
Federal  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  later  he 
was  a miner  and  resided  in  California,  being,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  located  in  Calaveras  county,  that 
State,  and  he  was  buried  at  West  Point,  Cal.  (he 
never  married)  ; Guilford  Worth  is  engaged  in  tool 
making  at  North  Providence;  and  Clarence  LeRoy 
died  young. 

(IX)  Stephen  Mathewson  Greene  was  born 
May  26,  1840,  in  Scituate,  and  was  ten  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Dyerville,  North 
Providence,  the  locality  where  he  resided  since  hav- 
ing become  a part  of  the  city.  He  received  only  a 
common  school  education,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist  with  his  father,  also  becoming  a station- 
ary engineer.  He  was  a resident  of  North  Provi- 
dence when  he  enlisted  June  6,  1861,  from  Provi- 
dence, in  Battery  A,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery, 
for  three  years  service.  Mr.  Greene  was  made  a 
corporal  soon  after  his  enlistment,  and  was  later 
promoted  to  sergeant,  and  was  with  his  regiment 
until  its  discharge,  June  18,  1864.  Mr.  Greene 
participated  in  thirty-three  battles  and  skirmishes, 
being  in  all  the  important  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  from  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  to  the 
battle  at  Cold  Harbor,  seeing  as  much  continuous 
severe  service  as  any  soldier  enlisted  for  that  war, 
and  he  has  the  remarkable  and  almost  unparalleled 
record  of  never  missigg  a march  or  fight  in  which 
his  regiment  participated. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service,  Mr. 
Greene  returned  to  the  position  he  held  prior  to  his 
enlistment,  as  machinist  in  the  Franklin  machine 
shop,  and  continued  at  his  trade  until  1881,  when 
he  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Woodward  Road, 
North  Providence,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming,  ranking  among  the  most  exten- 
sive and  successful  farmers  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Greene  is  a Republican  in  political  faith,  and  in 
1891-92-93  represented  North  Providence  in  the 


General  Assembly.  He  is  a member  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is 
past  master;  Providence  Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  A.  :M.  ; 
Providence  Council,  No.  i,  R.  & S.  M. ; St.  John's 
Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar;  and  the 
Rhode  Island  Consistory,  reaching  the  thirty-sec- 
ond degree.  He  and  his  wife  and  sons  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  at 
Providence,  and  Mr.  Greene  has  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  vestry  therein. 

On  Jan.  ii,  1866,  Mr.  Greene  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sarah  W.  Olney,  born  Aug.  27, 
1841,  in  North  Providence,  daughter  of  Henrv  D. 
and  Susan  E.  (xA.ngell)  Olney.  These  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union:  (i)  Clarence  Henry, 
born  June  16,  1867,  graduated  from  the  Providence 
high  School,  took  a special  course  in  civil  engineer- 
ing at  Brown  University,  and  is  a civil  engineer  at 
Providence.  He  is  a member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  Providence  Chapter,  Providence 
Council,  St.  John’s  Commandery,  and  Palestine 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  married  Delcie  E. 
Hathaway,  and  resides  at  Washington  Park ; they 
have  one  child,  Marion.  (2)  Erederick  Albert 
Greene,  born  Eeb.  24,  1869,  married  Florence  How- 
land, who  is  now  deceased.  He  graduated  from  the 
classical  high  school  and  entered  Brown  Univer- 
sity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1891.  He  began 
the  study  of  law  with  Samuel  T.  Douglas,  subse- 
quently being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  settled  for 
practice  in  Providence.  He  is  judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  North  Providence,  and  assessor  of 
taxes.  He  is  a member  of  the  Roger  Williams 
Lodge,  No.  32,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  at  Centredale. 

Olney.  A brief  outline  of  the  lineage  of  Henry 
D.  Olney,  father  of  Airs.  Greene,  is  here  given,  the 
more  complete  records  being  given  in  the  family 
records  elsewhere. 

fl)  Thomas  Olney,  born  in  1600,  in  Hert- 
fordshire, England,  came  to  Salem,  Alass.,  in  1635, 
and  became  one  of  the  thirteen  original  proprietors 
of  Providence.  He  married  Marie  Small,  and  died 
in  1682. 

(H)  Thomas  Olney  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  born 
in  1632,  married  Elizabeth  Alarch,  of  Newport. 
He  was  pastor  of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  for  a 
few  years,  and  he  died  June  ii,  1722. 

(HI)  Thomas  Olney  (3),  son  of  Thomas 
(2),  born  Alay  4,  1661,  married  Lydia  Barnes,  of 
Swansea,  Mass.,  and  died  Alarch  i,  1718. 

(IV)  Thomas  Olney  (4),  son  of  Thomas  (3), 
born  Jan.  18,  1696,  inherited  from  his  father  the 
north  part  of  the  Wenscott  farm.  He  married  Sa- 
rah Smith,  and  his  death  occurred  Dec.  7,  1758. 

(V)  Joseph  Olney,  son  of  Thomas  Olney  (4), 
was  born  Dec.  12,  1724,  married  Alartha  Haw- 
kins, and  died  July  6,  1779.  He  bore  the  title  of 
Alajor,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. His  children  were  as  follows : Abigail,  born 
in  1752;  Stephen,  born  Oct.  12,  1755;  Alartha, 
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born  June  20,  1758;  Hezekiah,  born  in  iMarch, 
1761 ; Eve,  born  iSlarch  3,  1763,  and  James,  who 
died  young. 

(VI)  Captain  Stephen  Ohiey,  born  Oct.  12, 
1755,  married  Dorcas  Smith,  iMarch  30,  1777,  and 
died  Xov.  23,  1832.  Cai)tain  Olney  was  one  of  the 
prominent  and  foremost  citizens  of  his  time. 
He  was  among  the  first  to  enlist  for  service  in  the 
Continental  army,  and  rose  to  the  position  of  cap- 
tain. He  served  throughout  the  war,  and  was  pres- 
ent in  many  battles,  among  which  were  Long  Is- 
land, White  Plains,  Monmouth,  Springfield,  Red 
Bank  and  Yorktown.  He  was  in  the  division  of 
General  Lafayette,  and  won  the  admiration  and  es- 
teem of  the  noted  Frenchman,  and  renewed  his  ac- 
quaintance with  him  when  the  General  made  his 
last  visit  to  America  in  1824.  Captain  Olney  re- 
sided in  North  Providence,  and  was  repeatedly 
called  to  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Candace,  born  Oct.  29,  1777!  Joseph, 
Oct.  13,  1779;  Sophia,  March  12,  1782;  Alfred, 
June  II,  1784;  Mary,  Feb.  4,  1787;  George  W., 
April  25,  1789;  John,  Oct.  ii,  1791,  and  David  A., 
ISIarch  27,  1798, 

(VH)  Joseph  Olney,  born  Oct.  13,  1779,  mar- 
ried Phebe  Smith,  April  25,  1802,  and  died  Aug. 
6,  1859.  He  was  a farmer  and  resided  on  a part 
of  the  ancestral  homestead  in  North  Providence. 
His  children  were:  Edmund,  born  in  1803,  married 
Caroline  Briggs,  and  resided  in  Providence,  and 
there  died  in  September,  1882;  Caroline,  born  in 
1805,  married  Consider  W.  Burt,  and  died  in 
Providence  in  1861  ; Henry  D.,  born  in  1810;  Eliza 
B.,  born  in  1810,  married  Joseph  Hodges,  and  died 
in  Providence,  Dec.  25,  1849;  Emily,  born  in  1812, 
married  Ezra  J.  Parsons,  and  resides  in  Spring- 
field,  IMass. ; Candace  M.,  born  in  1814,  died  un- 
married, April  17,  1836;  Eva,  born  in  1816,  died 
unmarried;  and  P'reelove,  born  in  1819,  married 
Nelson  Anthony,  and  died  in  Providence. 

(VHI)  Henry  D.  Olney,  born  Nov.  25,  1810, 
was  a successful  farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  North  Providence,  and  resided  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Stephen  M.  Greene.  He  died  July 
12,  1882.  He  married  for  his  first  wife,  Susan  E. 
Angell,  Sept.  7,  1837;  for  his  second  wife,  he 
wedded  in  1868,  Alice  Dodge,  and  his  third  wife 
was  i\Irs.  Sarah  J.  Tourtellot,  who  survived  him. 
IMr.  Olney  was  the  father  of  one  child,  Sarah  W., 
who  was  born  to  the  first  marriage. 

(IX)  Sarah  W.  Olney,  born  Aug.  27,  1841,  is 
IMrs.  Greene. 

Angell.  Through  her  mother,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Angell,  jMrs.  Stephen  hi. 
Greene  traces  her  ancestry  to  Thomas  Angell,  who, 
as  a boy  came  to  Rhode  Island  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams. The  sketch  of  the  career  of  Thomas  Angell, 
together  with  different  branches  of  the  family,  will 
be  found  elsewhere,  but  the  direct  lineage  of  Mrs. 
Greene  follows : 


(I)  Thomas  Angell  came  to  America  in  1631 
with  Roger  Williams.  He  married  Alice. 

(H)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Ruth  Field,  and  resided  in  Providence. 

(III)  Hope  Angell,  son  of  John,  resided  in 
North  Providence.  He  married  Lydia  Olney. 

(IV)  Elisha  Angell,  son  of  Hope,  was  a 
farmer  in  North  Providence.  He  married  Susan, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Whipple,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren : Enoch,  a large  landholder  in  Smithfield  and 
Providence;  Martha,  who  died  young;  Mary,  who 
also  died  young;  Abner,  who  died  aged  twenty 
years ; and  Isaac,  born  July  17,  1753. 

(V)  Isaac  Angell,  great-grandfather  of  ]\Irs. 
Greene,  was  born  in  North  Providence,  July  17, 
1755,  and  died  in  Providence  in  183T.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Robert  Williams,  a lineal  descendant  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  they  had  these  children:  Susannah, 
born  May  12,  1782,  died  young;  James,  IMay  27, 
1784;  Robert,  jNIarch  17,  1788,  died  in  November, 
1862,  married  Eliza  Gray,  and  was  a grocer  in 
Providence  for  many  years;  Nancy,  born  June  22, 
1790;  Sally,  born  May  6,  1793;  and  Elisha. 

(\T)  James  Angell,  son  of  Isaac,  born  May 
27,  1784,  was  a successful  farmer,  and  resided 
in  North  Providence.  He  married  Hannah  Bur- 
lingame, born  July  16,  1776,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Burlingame,  and  a descendant  of  Roger  Bur- 
lingame, who  came  from  England  in  1657,  and  lo- 
cated at  Providence,  where  he  died  in  1718.  Mrs. 
Hannah  Angell  died  Nov.  23,  1842,  leaving  chil- 
dren: Moses,  born  Dec.  2,  1808,  who  married  Mary 
Olney;  and  Susan  E.,  born  in  August,  1812. 

(VH)  Susan  E.  Angell,  daughter  of  James, 
born  in  August,  1812,  married  Sept.  7,  1837,  Henry 
D.  Olney.  She  died  in  July,  1866,  leaving  one 
daughter:  Sarah  W.,  born  Aug.  27,  1841,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Greene. 

LIONEL  H.  PEABODY.  The  Peabody  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  as  the  first 
representative  came  there  about  a decade  and  a 
half  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  The 
name  is  also  one  of  long  standing  in  England.  It 
is  said  to  have  had  its  origin  about  the  year  A.  D. 
61,  in  the  reign  of  the  tyrant  Nero.  Among  the 
Cimbri,  afterward  the  Britons,  the  word  Boadie 
signified  a great  man,  and  the  word  Pea  a large  hill 
or  mountain.  The  combined  form,  Peabodie,  im- 
plying a mountain  man,  or  man  of  distinction,  be- 
came a personal  appellation.  While  some  of  the 
family  have  kept  the  name  Boadie,  with  many  it 
was  Anglicized  and  is  found  as  Pabody,  Paybody 
or  Pabodie  in  the  records  of  the  early  seventeenth 
century,  spelling  being  at  that  time  in  a state  of 
transition  and  often  dependent  upon  the  fancy  of 
the  recorder.  ^ 

John  Pabody  was  born  in  England  in  1612,  and 
on  coming  to  America,  probably  settled  in  New- 
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port,  as  he  certainly  lived  there  later  and  was  taxed 
in  1680.  He  was  twice  married  and  his  first  wife 
was  Sarah  Allen.  His  second  wife  survived  him, 
and  passed  away  Dec.  17,  1711.  He  died  in  1687. 
His  children  were:  John,  Rachel,  Elizabeth  and 
Sarah. 

John  Peabody  was  born  in  Newport,  and  mar- 
ried Dorcas  Sweet.  The  town  of  Middletown 
was  set  off  from  Newport  in  1743,  and  there  the 
descendants  of  this  settler  still  remain. 

Joseph  Peabody  was  born  Nov.  9,  1735,  and 
married  July  15,  1755,  Barbara  Coggeshall.  She 
was  born  Feb.  9,  1737,  and  died  March  9,  1809, 
while  her  husband  died  Jan.  29,  1808.  They  were 
buried  in  the  Peabody  cemetery  in  Middletown. 
Their  children  were:  Caleb,  born  Oct.  25,  1756, 
died  July  31,  1821  ; John,  born  May  19,  1758,  died 
Sept.  9,  1810;  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  27,  1760,  died 
Feb.  17,  1761  ; Mary,  born  Sept.  ‘26,  1762,  died 
Feb.  13,  1798;  Benjamin  (2),  born  Sept.  26,  1765, 
died  in  Ohio,  Aug.  15,  1831 ; and  Dorcas,  born  May 

I,  1769,  died  Dec.  27,  1849. 

Caleb  Peabody  was  born  in  Middletown  Oct. 
25,  1756,  and  became  a landowner  and  farmer.  He 
married  Ann  Hoar,  who  was  born  in  Exeter, 
Washington  Co.,  R.  I.,  Sept.  14,  1757,  and  who 
died  July  27,  1823.  He  died  July  31,  1821.  They 
had  two  children:  William,  born  Dec.  15,  1781; 
and  Thomas,  Oct.  3,  1783  (who  died  in  Newport 
in  1849). 

William  Peabody  was  born  in  iMiddletown  and 
made  his  home  there  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  occupation,  and  after  following  that 
trade  for  a long  time  in  iMiddletown,  he  went  South 
to  continue  his  work  there.  In  Charleston,  S.  C., 
he  was  stricken  with  yellow  fever,  and  died  June 

II,  1811,  being  buried  in  that  city.  On  Feb.  19, 
1804,  he  married  Sally  Bowler,  of  Hopkinton,  R. 
I.  After  his  death,  she  with  her  four  children 
moved  to  Newport,  and  she  died  there  in  1834. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : William  Bailey, 
mentioned  below;  Lionel  H.,  born  Aug.  i,  1806, 
who  died  in  New  York  State  in  Alay,  1833 ; Phoebe 
Ann,  born  Feb.  10,  1809,  who  married  Christopher 
Clark,  and  died  in  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  in  April, 
1,866;  and  George  Alvin,  born  in  Nantucket,  Mass., 
Aug.  2,  i8ir,  who  died  in  Auburn,  Ohio,  April  15, 
1894. 

William  B.  Peabody  was  born  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  Nov.  6,  1804,  and  was  sent  to  school  there 
for  a short  time.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
when  he  was  only  seven  years  old,  he  went  to  Hop- 
kinton, and  lived'  there  with  his  grandparents  until 
he  was  seventeen.  He  then  went  to  Newport  and 
learned  shoemaking  under  David  Braman.  He 
worked  at  that  trade  until  1847,  when  he  moved 
to  Middletown,  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1865. 
In  that  year  he  went  back  to  Newport  and  re- 
mained there  engaged  in  shoemaking  until  his 
death  Jan.  2,  1893,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-eight 
years.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  Newport  ceme- 


tery. Originally  a W'hig  he  later  became  a Repub- 
lican. In  religious  connections  he  was  a member 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

On  May  31,  1829,  }tlr.  Peabody  was  married, 
in  Newport,  to  Lydia  Braman,  of  that  city,  who 
was  born  March  26,  1808,  daughter  of  David  and 
Abigail  (Easton)  Braman.  Mrs.  Peabody  died 
Oct.  2,  1886,  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old 
Newport  cemetery.  She  belonged  to  the  same 
church  as  her  husband.  They  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  William  Braman,  born  Feb.  10,  1831, 

was  a carpenter  and  later  a farmer,  and  died 
Sept.  8,  1883,  in  Middletown.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born 
April  10,  1833,  died  at  Newport,  Nov.  4,  1837.  (3) 
Dorcas  Bly,  born  at  Newport  Aug.  16,  1835.  niar- 
ried  John  R.  Peckham,  of  iMiddletown,  and  died 
Feb.  1899.  (4)  Elizabeth  Braman,  born  Oct.  8, 

1837,  married  Edward  Truman  Peckham,  and  died 
in  Middletown,  Nov.  ii,  1864.  (^5)  David  Bra- 

man, born  Jan.  20,  1840,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  married  Mary  J.  Whitman,  of  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.,  where  they  reside.  (6)  Alice  Wheeler, 
born  Jan.  26,  1842,  married  Christopher  R. 

Drowne,  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. (7)  Lionel  H.  is  mentioned  below.  (8) 
Lydia  Braman,  born  in  Middletown,  Sept.  3,  1847, 
married  (first)  Abner  W.  Coggeshall,  and  (sec- 
ond) George  H.  Champlin,  of  Newport,  where 
they  reside. 

Lionel  H.  Peabody  was  born  in  Newport  Oct. 
26,  1844.  His  parents  moved  to  iMiddletown  dur- 
ing his  childhood,  and  there  he  attended  school. 
From  an  early  age  he  helped  his  father  on  the 
farm,  and  after  he  began  for  himself  he  rented  a 
farm  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
leased  the  John  Clarke  farm  and  for  nearly  twenty- 
seven  years  successfully  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness there.  He  then  bought  his  present  place  at 
the  foot  of  Honeyman  Hill  in  Middletown,  where 
he  continues  his  business  as  a market  gardener. 

A strong  Republican  and  a firm  supporter  of 
his  party,  Mr.  Peabody  has  been  very  prominent 
locally.  In  1890  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
board  of  councilmen  for  IMiddletown,  and  served 
efficiently  in  the  same  capacity  for  a period  of  six- 
teen years.  Since  1887  he  has  been  a member  of 
tbe  school  board.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Coronet 
Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Newport,  and, 
with  his  wife,  is  connected  with  Aquidneck  Grange 
of  Middletown,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member 
and  of  which  he  is  past  master.  His  interests  are 
also  strong  in  all  religious  work,  and  his  influence 
potent  in  the  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  iMid- 
dletown ; his  wife  is  a member  of  St.  iMary’s  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  Portsmouth.  i\Ir.  Peabody  is  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  iMiddletown,  and  his  life  and 
work  there  have  made  a deep  impression  on  the 
community,  which  reposes  in  him  its  entire  con- 
fidence. 

On  Tan.  i.  1873,  Mr.  Peabody  was  married,  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  to  ]\Iary  Augusta  Y'ard  Gifford, 
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born  in  Portsmouth,  Oct.  13,  1844,  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Hall  and  Thankful  (Coggeshall) 
Gilford,  and  granddaughter  of  Simeon  Coggeshall 
and  Jeremiah  Gilford.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Lizzie  Braman,  born  Nov.  6,  1873,  married  Jan. 
14,  1897,  \\’illiam  J.  Peckham,  of  Middletown, 
son  of  James  T.  Peckham,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Ivah  Lucile,  born  April  12,  1898;  and  Dor- 
othy Augusta,  born  Feb.  7,  1900.  (2)  George, 

born  July  2,  1875,  a farmer  of  Middletown,  mar- 
ried, June  6,  1899,  Ethel  May  Wyatt,  and  has  two 
children — Nellie  ^Manchester,  born  Aug.  31,  1900; 
and  George  Francis,  born  Jan.  30,  1904.  (3)  Lionel 
Henry,  Jr.,  was  born  March  20,  1878,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  class  of  1903.  He 
is  a civil  engineer  by  profession,  and  is  located  in 
Providence.  (4)  \Villiam  Bailey,  born  Dec.  23, 
1879,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Huron,  Ohio.  He 
married  Jan.  i,  1906,  Edyth  Pearl  Howard,  of 
Berlin  Heights,  Ohio.  (5)  Lydia  was  born  Aug. 
13,  1883,'  and  is  living  at  home. 

JOHN  S.  COLWELL,  a venerable,  substan- 
tial and  most  highly  esteemed  citizen  now  living 
retired  at  Pawtuxet,  town  of  Warwick,  is  a de- 
scendant of  Robert  Colwell,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  bought  a house  and  lot  in  Providence, 
R.  L,  in  1654.  As  a more  complete  record  of 
this  family  appears  elsewhere  it  will  not  be  re- 
peated in  this  connection. 

John  Colwell,  father  of  John  S.,  was  born  at 
Smithfield,  R.  L,  May  2,  1786,  and  grew  up  on 
the  farm  of  his  father,  whom  he  also  assisted  in  his 
coopering  business.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
moved to  what  is  known  as  the  Reuben  Clemence 
place,  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  where  he  resided 
a number  of  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  George  Colwell,  in  the  same  town. 
On  that  farm  he  lived  until  the  close  of  his  life, 
his  death  occurring  May  10,  1871. 

John  Colwell  followed  farming  and  also  had  a 
cooper  shop,  those  being  days  when  barrels  of  all 
kinds  were  made  by  hand,  and  each  one  of  his  sons 
did  more  or  less  of  such  work  there.  Several  years 
prior  to  his  death  he  was  accidentally  injured,  suf- 
fering the  loss  of  a limb.  He  was  a successful 
business  man  and  one  who  enjoyed  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  him  for  his  honorable  principles.  In 
political  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat.  He  at- 
tended the  Baptist  Church. 

John  Colwell  married  Sarah  iMowry,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  Mowry  (3).  She  was  born  Sept. 
18,  1796,  and  died  March  4,  1892.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Maranda,  born  Ocl.  10,  1812,  married 
Simon  Smith  and  resided  in  North  Smithlield  un- 
til after  the  death  of  her  husband,  after  which  she 
lived  with  her  children  and  died  in  Glocester; 
Randall,  born  Dec.  29,  1814,  who  married  Jeanetta 
Reach,  was  a cari)enter  and  farmer  and  died 
in  Glocester;  jMowry  \\'.,  born  Feb.  4,  181C,  mar- 
ried Susan  K.  Ide,  and  is  supposed  to  be  deceased ; 


Lucy,  born  iMay  27,  1817,  married  Almon  Steere, 
and  lived  and  died  in  Glocester;  John  S.  was  born 
Sept.  14,  1822;  Elizabeth,  born  iMay  12,  1824, 
married  James  \\Mod,  a farmer,  and  died  in  Glo- 
cester; i\iaria  A.,  born  Jan.  7,  1826,  married  George 
Latham,  a farmer,  and  died  at  Pawtucket;  Sarah 
J.,  born  April  17,  1828,  married  Manly  Fuller 
and  died  in  Smithfield ; Lydia,  born  Alarch  6,  1830, 
died  young;  Henry  J.,  born  jMay  10,  1835,  was 
three  times  married,  first  to  Amy  Clemence,  and 
second  to  Abby  Tinkham,  and  now  resides  in  Paw- 
tucket. 

John  S.  Colwell  was  born  in  Glocester.  His 
educational  advantages  were  such  as  might  be  had 
in  a few  months’  attendance  at  school  during  the 
winter  seasons  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age.  His  services  were  needed  on  the  farm  during 
the  rest  of  the  year,  and  he  also  helped  in  the 
cooper  shop.  \N’hile  never  serving  any  apprentice- 
ship, he  learned  by  practice  all  the  necessary  details 
of  a trade  which,  at  that  time,  was  a very  lucra- 
tive one.  No  machinery  had  yet  been  invented 
to  turn  out  hundreds  of  barrels  of  every  description 
a day,  as  at  present,  the  introduction  of  this  ma- 
chinery closing  many  shops  scattered  all  over  New 
England. 

When  he  was  only  fifteen  years  old  he  went  to 
work  in  a woolen  mill  at  Nasonville,  where  he 
learned  to  be  a carder,  and  he  continued  mill  work 
for  several  years,  in  the  mills  at  Slatersville,  and 
later  at  Waterford.  After  his  marriage  he  en- 
gaged in  a livery  business  near  Mapleville,  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville,  which  he  followed  for  two 
years.  After  disposing  of  it,  in  company  with 
Samuel  Hudson  he  bought  a general  store  at  Maple- 
ville, conducting  same  under  the  name  of  Hudson 
& Colwell.  Two  years  later  the  business  was  dis- 
posed of  and  Mr.  Colwell  then  went  to  farming 
in  Burrillville,  on  his  father-in-law’s  property.  At 
a later  date,  associated  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Gilbert  L.  Williams,  iMr.  Colwell  embarked  in  a 
meat  business,  killing  native  stock  and  disposing 
of  the  meat  through  the  neighboring  villages. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Colwell  also  resumed  mer- 
chandising, erecting  a building  for  that  purpose 
between  Harrisville  and  Mapleville.  He  carried 
on  a very  successful  business  there  for  three  years 
and  then  sold  out  to  advantage,  again  taking  up 
farming,  but  subsequently  becoming  proprietor  of 
the  mercantile  business  he  had  established.  In 
addition  to  this  he  engaged  in  teaming  and  truck- 
ing, getting  the  contract  for  the  hauling  for  four 
mills  in  his  locality,  and  doing  a very  large  busi- 
ness in  that  line.  For  some  time  he  conducted  both 
the  store  and  the  teaming  business,  but  he  finally 
disposed  of  the  former,  continuing  the  teaming  and 
trucking  until  he  retired  from  activity. 

Mr.  Colwell  was  married,  in  Olneyville,  to 
Paulina  S.  W'illiams,  of  Burrillville,  daughter  of 
Rufus  and  Tabitha  (Mowry)  Williams.  Mrs.  Col- 
well died  in  Burrillville  IMay  31,  1894.  Their  chil- 
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dren  were:  Gilbert  W.,  who  died  young;  and 
Amanda  W.,  who  married  Albert  J.  Stockard,  a 
merchant  at  Pawtuxet  and  ex-postmaster,  and  has 
five  children,  Harry  B.,  Edna  C.,  Lulu  M.,  Albert 
J.,  Jr.,  and  Helena  V. 

In  politics  Air.  Colwell  is  a Republican,  but 
in  local  matters  he  uses  his  judgment  in  casting  his 
vote,  regarding  the  man  more  than  the  party.  Dur- 
ing his  period  of  residence  in  both  Burrillville  and 
Glocester  he  served  as  school  and  as  road  commis- 
sioner, but  he  has  declined  other  offices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church,  with  which 
he  united  at  Waterford,  and  for  some  time  previous 
to  his  marriage  he  sang  in  the  choir  there. 

Air.  Colwell  has  been  a resident  of  Pawtuxet 
since  January,  1895,  having  purchased  a comfort- 
able and  attractive  home  in  the  village  at  that 
time.  He  has  other  property,  including  a valuable 
farm  in  Burrillville  and  several  tenements  there. 
Aside  from  the  personal  management  of  his  private 
affairs  Air.  Colwell  has  lived  retired  for  several 
years. 

ALBERT  H.  OLNEY,  a dealer  in  lubricating 
oils  and  sole  proprietor  of  the  business  carried  on 
at  No.  54  South  Water  street.  Providence,  under 
the  name  of  Olney  Brothers,  is  a descendant  in 
the  eighth  generation  from  (I)  Thomas  Olney, 
the  first  of  the  name  in  America,  tracing  his  line 
from  Epenetus,  the  second  son  of  the  emigrant 
ancestor. 

(I)  Thomas  Olney,  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  these  shores,  was  a native  of  Hertford, 
Hertfordshire,  England,  born  in  1600.  In  1635  this 
Thomas  Olney  received  a Royal  permit  to  colonize 
in  New  England,  and  that  year  came  to  Salem, 
Alass.,  in  the  ship  “Planter.”  He  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1636,  and  early  associating  himself  with 
those  who  accepted  the  views  of  Roger  Williams, 
was  with  others  excluded  from  the  Colony  Alarch 
12,  1638.  Prior  to  this  he  had  made  a visit  to  the 
shores  of  Narragansett  Bay  with  Roger  Williams 
to  locate  a site  for  settlement,  and  with  Williams 
and  eleven  others  from  Alassachusetts  formed  a 
new  settlement  on  the  west  side  of  the  Seekonk 
river,  at  the  head  of  the  Bay,  which  they  named 
Providence,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  their  de- 
liverance from  oppression.  They  became  the  origi- 
nal thirteen  proprietors  of  the  town,  and  from  this 
time  the  history  of  the  family  is  closely  associated 
with  the  history  of  the  town.  Air.  Olney  was 
chosen  the  first  treasurer  of  the  Colony  in  1638. 
In  1647  he  was  chosen  commissioner  to  form  a 
town  government.  He  was  chosen  assistant  from 
Providence  in  1648,  and  in  1665,  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams and  Thomas  Harris,  he  was  chosen  a judge 
of  the  justice  court.  Air.  Olney  was  also  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Providence. 
He  married,  in  1631,  Alarie  Small,  and  died  in 
1682.  His  children  were : Thomas,  Epenetus, 

Nedabiah,  Stephen,  James,  Alary  and  Lydia. 


(H)  Epenetus  Olney  was  born  in  England,  and 
was  probably  less  than  a year  old  when  brought  to 
this  country.  He  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Colony,  serving  as  a member  of  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly and  of  the  town  council.  He  died  June  3, 
1698.  He  married  Alarch  9,  1666,  Alary,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Whipple,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Alary,  born  July  13,  1668;  James,  Nov.  9,  1670; 
Sarah,  Sept.  10,  1672;  Epenetus,  Jan.  18,  1675; 
John,  1678;  Alercy;  Thomas,  Alay  18,  1686;  and 
Lydia,  Jan.  20,  1688. 

(HI)  Epenetus  Olney  married  Alary  Williams, 
a descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  and  died  Sept. 
17,  1740.  He  was  the  owner  of  a large  tract  of 
land  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  His  children  were:  James; 
Cha/les;  Joseph,  born  in  1710;  Anthony;  Alary; 
Amey;  Anna;  Alartha ; and  Freeborn,  Alarch  13, 
1709. 

(IV)  Joseph  Olney  married  Esther  Smith,  and 
died  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  His  children  were:  John, 
born  in  1747;  Dorcas;  Stephen;  Nathan;  and 
Jeremiah. 

(V)  Nathan  Olney  married  (first)  Ann  Sea- 
mans, and  (second)  Ruth  Taylor.  He  resided  for 
a time  in  Connecticut,  but  later  returned  to  Rhode 
Island  and  settled  at  Scituate,  where  he  died  about 
1811.  The  children  by  the  first  wife  were:  Ste- 
phen, born  Jan.  22,  1775;  William,  1777;  Alarcy ; 
Barbara,  who  married  a Seamons ; Alary,  married 
to  Enoch  Place;  Clotilda,  who  married  a Tupper; 
and  Amey.  Those  by  the  second  wife  were : Eliza ; 
Nathan,  \vho  married  Almira  Kellogg;  Knight  W., 
who  married  Abby  Backus ; George,  who  married 
Sarah  Aletcalf,  and  died  at  sea ; and  John  C.,  who 
was  lost  at  sea. 

(VI)  Stephen  Olney,  born  Jan.  22,  1775,  was  a 
well  known  builder  of  his  day,  and  at  times  gave 
employment  to  a large  number  of  hands.  It  used 
to  be  his  practice  to  employ  a force  of  men  on  con- 
struction work  in  Providence  and  vicinity,  in  the 
summer  season,  while  in  the  winter  he  would  take 
his  men  to  the  southern  States  by  boat,  and  in  that 
section  he  would  do  work  in  the  winter  season.  He 
did  considerable  work  throughout  the  State  of 
Georgia.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
farming  on  the  home  fami  in  Scituate,  and  there 
he  died  Aug.  7,  1854.  He  was  a man  of  splendid 
judgment,  and  he  held  the  office  of  president  of 
the  town  council  for  several  terms,  the  office  com- 
ing to  him  without  solicitation.  He  was  a man  of 
fine  appearance  and  commanding  presence,  and 
was  most  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 

Stephen  Olney  married,  in  1798,  Naomi  Tay- 
lor, born  Oct.  9,  1779,  and  their  children  were: 
Anna,  born  Dec.  24,  1798,  who  married  Arnold 
Austin;  Clotilda,  born  April  17,  1800,  who  died 
unmarried,  Nov.  3,  1877;  Richard,  born  Aug.  15, 
1801,  who  married  Alcey  Austin  and  died  Alarch 
16,  1876;  William  T.,  born  Jan.  3,  1803,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Lucy  Rogers  and  (second)  Olive  Wade 
and  died  Alay  9,  1884;  Lydia  H.,  born  Feb.  4, 
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1805,  who  died  Sept.  20,  1825;  Patia,  born  Aug. 
5,  1806,  who  married  Thomas  \\'.  Burlingame,  and 
died  Sept.  28,  1864;  Dexter,  born  Dec.  2,  1808, 
who  married  (first)  Celinda  Jencks  and  (second) 
Ruth  M.  iMathewson;  Angeline,  born  Jan.  14,  1810, 
who  married  George  Adams,  and  died  i\Iarch  25, 
1883;  Jerry,  born  Dec.  2,  1812,  who  married  Eliza 
Sherman;  Albert,  born  Sept.  28,  1814;  Nancy 
H.,  born  Sept.  2,  1816,  who  married  William  O. 
Austin,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1885  ; Stephen  H.,  born 
April  8,  1819,  who  married  (first)  Alphia  Davis, 
(second)  Amey  Ann  Rathbun  and  (third)  Mrs. 
Ruth  (Paine)  Potter. 

(\TI)  Albert  Olney  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Scituate,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  a 
painter.  This  he  followed  for  a time,  being  com- 
pelled to  give  it  up  because  the  work  did  not  agree 
with  his  health.  He  then  engaged  as  a stone  cut- 
ter, and  in  this  way  was  employed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  many  of  the  mills  erected  by  the  Spragues. 
He  was  an  expert  workman  and  always  com- 
manded good  wages.  The  latter  years  of  his  life 
were  devoted  to  farm  work  in  his  native  town,  and 
there  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  and  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  town  council  and  as  school 
trustee.  For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
choir  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Scituate. 

Albert  Olney  married  Jan.  r,  1836,  Ruth  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Scituate  Oct.  9,  1818,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Rhoda  ( Barden)  Smith.  Joshua 
Smith  was  town  treasurer  of  Scituate  for  over 
forty  years.  IMrs.  Olney  resides  at  Rockland  in  the 
town  of  Scituate,  and  is  still  very  active  for  one  of 
her  years.  They  had  six  children  : ( i ) Albert  H., 
born  July  16.  1839,  is  mentioned  below.  (2) 

Thomas  S.,  born  June  28.  1841,  married  Mary  J. 
Paine.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  when 
he  died,  in  April,  1904.  he  had  been  in  the  employ 
for  many  years  of  the  New  England  Butt  Com- 
pany, Providence,  in  the  shipping  department.  (3) 
John  B.  S.,  born  June  23,  1845,  's  a resident 
of  Providence,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  his  brother 
Albert  H.  He  married  Prudence  A.  Bodle,  and 
had  one  son,  Albert  F.,  a very  bright,  promising 
and  exemplary  }oung  man.  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  (4)  Ruth  E.,  born  Oct.  25, 
1850,  was  married  (first)  to  Thomas  Kennedy, 
who  died  a short  time  after  his  marriage.  She  took 
for  her  second  husband  Arthur  Williams,  and  re- 
sides at  South  Woodstock.  Conn.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged as  a manufacturer  of  cotton  hosiery  yarns. 
He  also  carries  on  a farming  and  grist  milling 
business.  Their  children  are;  Arthur  Olney, 
Albert  Henry,  John  Howard  and  Edith  Evelyn. 

(5)  George  I).,  born  July  25,  1854.  died  in  1855. 

(6)  Sarah  E.,  born  Aug.  ii.  1856,  is  unmarried 
and  resides  with  her  mother  at  Rockland. 

(VHI)  Albert  H.  Olney  was  born  July  t6, 
1839,  in  Scituate,  and  after  leaving  the  public 
schools  he  attended  the  Smithville  Seminary,  after- 


ward known  as  Lapham  Institute,  in  the  village  of 
North  Scituate.  Later  he  attended  Hammond's 
Mercantile  School  of  Providence,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1858.  After  spending  one  year  in 
the  wagon  train  service  on  the  western  frontier, 
he  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and  in  1859  entered 
the  Richmond  mills  in  Scituate  as  bookkeeper,  re- 
maining there  for  two  years.  He  next  went. out 
with  the  Twelfth  Rhode  Island  regiment  as  a sut- 
ler, and  continued  with  them  until  they  were  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  nine  months  later.  In  1864 
he  was  proprietor  of  a cotton  mill  in  Rockland, 
and  carried  on  the  business  about  one  year,  at  a 
time  when  cotton  was  selling  as  high  as  $1.86  per 
pound. 

After  leaving  manufacturing  IMr.  Olney  entered 
the  employ  of  G.  & C.  P.  Hutchins,  in  the  crockery 
and  gas  fixture  business  in  Providence,  remaining 
there  until  1872,  when  he  left  them  to  begin  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Henry  S.  Olney,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Olney  Brothers.  They  located  at  No. 
7 Leonard  street,  then  moved  to  No.  7 South 
Water  street  and  then  to  No.  54  South  Water 
street,  where  the  business  has  since  remained,  and 
they  established  themselves  as  dealers  in  lubricat- 
ing oils.  The  first  carload  of  oil  was  received  on 
Nov.  4th  of  that  year,  from  the  Binghamton  Oil 
Refining  Company,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  the  firm  has  handled  the  goods  of  that  re- 
finery, in  addition  to  a variety  of  goods  from  other 
refineries.  In  1898  Henry  S.  Olney  withdrew  from 
the  firm,  and  the  business  has  been  carried  on  by 
Albert  H.  Olney  as  sole  proprietor  under  the  origi- 
nal name  of  Olney  Brothers. 

In  politics  Mr.  Olney  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He 
never  held  public  office  until  1903  and  1904,  when 
he  was  a representative  from  Providence  in  the 
General  Assembly,  serving  on  the  committees  on 
Finance  and  Fisheries.  He  was  commissioned 
captain  of  the  State  Alilitia  in  1864  by  Gov.  James 
Y.  Smith,  and  is  a member  of  the  Veterans  Asso- 
ciation, Twelfth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  In  1905, 
Mr.  Olney  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  Gen- 
eral Treasurer  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  Dec.  8,  1864,  Albert  H.  Olney  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  E.  Olney,  bora 
Sept.  3,  1838,  daughter  of  Amos  A.  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  Olney,  who  is  descended  from  two 
different  branches  of  the  Olney  family.  Amos  A. 
Olney  was  in  the  eighth  generation  in  descent  from 
Thomas  Olney,  his  lineage  being  traced  back  through 
George  R.  A.  and  Ann  Smith,  Gideon  (2)  and 
Sally  Atwell,  Gideon  (i)  and  Abigail  Olney,  John 
and  Patience  Jenckes,  William  and  Catherine 
Sayles,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  March,  to  Thomas, 
the  ancestor.  Abigail  Olney,  wife  of  Gideon  (i), 
was  a descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from 
I'homas,  her  lineage  being  through  William  and 
Phebe  Angell,  William  and  Catherine  Sayles, 
and  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  March  to  Thomas. 
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Amos  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Olney  had 
two  children:  Henry  S.,  born  Jan.  27,  1831*;  and 
Frances  E.,  Mrs.  Albert  H.  Olney.  Henry  S. 
Olney  is  retired  and  resides  in  Providence,  having 
been  a partner  from  1872  to  1898  in  the  firm  of 
Olney  Brothers. 

Henry  S.  Olney  married  Hattie  Hendrick,  Oct. 
19,  1853,  and  had  four  children : Sarah  A.,  born 
March  22,  1855,  who  married  Jesse  W.  Coleman, 
and  had  children ; Lilly  S.,  born  April  10,  1856, 
who  died  in  March,  1857;  Hendrick  A.,  born  May 
23.  1857?  and  for  some  years  in  the  railway  mail 
service,  who  married  Ida  L.  Clark,  had  children 
and  died  in  Mansfield,  Mass. ; Israel  B.,  born  Dec. 
23,  1858,  who  died  in  March,  1859. 

Albert  H.  Olney  and  his  wife  had  two  children : 
Elizabeth  W.,  born  April  28,  1868;  and  Louis 
Atwell,  born  April  21,  1874.  Louis  A.  Olney  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Providence  and  then 
entered  Lehigh  University  at  South  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  where  he  took  a course  in  chemistry,  graduat- 
ing from  that  institution.  He  became  an  instructor 
in  chemistry  at  Brown  University,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  then  resigned  to  accept,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  the  position  of  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry  and  dyeing  at  the  famous 
Lowell  Textile  School,  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  which 
position  he  now  holds.  Prof.  Olney  although  a 
young  man  has  taken  a foremost  rank  among  the 
chemists  of  New  England.  He  married  Miss 
Bertha  Holden,  of  Lowell,  daughter  of  the  late 
Edward  Holden,  who  was  one  of  the  leading  man- 
ufacturers of  that  city.  They  have  two  children, 
Margaret  Lucia,  born  in  July,  1904;  and  Edna,  in 
September,  1905. 

Albert  H.  Olney  is  a man  of  pleasing  person- 
ality, and  of  a most  kindly  nature,  is  well  known, 
successful,  and  has  the  confidence  of  a wide  circle 
of  business  acquaintances  and  friends. 

_ BENJAMIN  COMSTOCK,  the  oldest  living 
citizen  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  where  he  still  makes 
his  home,  tenderly  cared  for  by  his  son  William 
H.,  was  born  in  the  old  town  of  Smithfield,  near 
what  is  now  Saylesville,  May  3,  1818. 

(I)  The  .first  of  the  Comstock  family  of  whom 
there  is  definite  record  is  Samuel  Comstock,  who 
was  of  record  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  early  as 
1654,  on  March  ist,  of  which  year,  he  bought  prop- 
erty. Says  Austin,  he  was  son  doubtless  of  Wil- 
liam Comstock,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  who  came 
from  England  with  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  subse- 
quently removed  to  New  London.  Other  sons  of 
William  were:  William,  Jr.;  Daniel,  who  died 
at  New  London  in  1683,  aged  about  fifty-three 
years ; and  apparently  Christopher,  of  Fairfield. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Ann,  and  their 
children  were : Samuel,  born  in  1654 ; and  Daniel, 
in  May,  1655-56. 

(II)  Samuel  Comstock,  born  in  1654,  married 
Nov.  22,  1678,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 


Phebe  (Parkhurst)  Arnold.  IMr.  Comstock  was 
deputy  from  Providence  in  1699,  1702,  1707,  1708 
and  1711.  He  served  on  several  important  com- 
mittees. He  died  May  27,  1727,  at  which  time  he 
was  called  captain.  His  widow  died  Oct.  20,  1727. 
Their  children  were:  Samuel,  born  April  16, 
1679;  Hazadiah,  April  16,  1682;  Thomas,  Nov. 

7,  1684;  Daniel,  July  19,  1686;  Elizabeth,  Dec. 
18,  1690;  John,  March  26,  1693;  Ichabod,  June  9, 
1696;  and  maybe  Job,  April  4,  1699. 

(HI)  John  Comstock,  born  March  26,  1693, 
married  (first)  Esther  Jencks,  and  (second)  Sarah 
Dexter,  who  was  born  June  27,  1698,  and  died  July 

8,  1773,  daughter  of  John  and  Alice  (Smith) 
Dexter.  Mr.  Comstock  was  a blacksmith  by  occu- 
pation. He  served  as  assistant  in  1746.  His  death 
occurred  Jan.  12,  1750,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  North  Burying  Ground,  Providence, 
R.  I.  His  children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1715; 
Joseph;  Jeremiah;  John;  Jonathan;  James,  born  in 
1733-34;  Nathan,  born  Dec.  6,  1735  ; Ichabod;  and, 
perhaps,  a daughter  Esther. 

(IV)  Ichabod  Comstock,  born  in  1734,  married 
April  II,  1760,  Sarah  Jenckes,  born  in  1741, 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Jenckes,  and  was  a resident 
of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  . He  was  noted  for  much 
originality  of  speech,  and  was  dearly  beloved.  He 
died  Dec.  19,  1800,  aged  sixty-six  years.  His 
widow  died  Nov.  19,  1815.  Their  children  were: 
Ephraim,  born  in  1760;  Lydia,  born  in  1766; 
Isaac,  born  Dec.  ii,  1769;  Susan,  born  in  1772; 
Patience,  born  in  1775;  and  George  Washington, 
born  Feb.  5,  1789. 

(V)  George  Washington  Comstock,  born  Feb. 
5,  1789,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  Com- 
fort Joslin  (daughter  of  Benjamin  Joslin),  of 
Thompson,  Conn.,  born  March  24,  1791.  She  died 
April  II,  1834,  and  he  married  Sarah  Jenckes, 
born  Oct.  24,  1796.  Mr.  Comstock  was  for  many 
years  in  business  in  the  old  market.  Providence, 
R.  I.,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  returned  to 
his  farm  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  was  noted  for 
his  integrity  and  industry.  He  was  ensign  of  the 
First  Smithfield  Company,  1815-1817.  He  died 
Nov.  16,  1858,  aged  sixt3'-nine  years.  The  sec- 
ond Mrs.  Comstock  died  Feb.  22,  1882,  in  Lincoln, 
R.  I.  Mr.  Comstock’s  children  were  all  born  to 
the  first  marriage,  and  were:  Benjamin,  born  May 
3.  1818;  a son,  born  Aug.  10,  died  Sept.  19,  1820; 
Nancy,  born  Oct.  24,  1821,  married  Benjamin  S. 
Olney,  and  died  in  Providence  June  6,  1889;  Miss 
Sarah,  born  July  29,  1827,  resides  in  Providence: 
a son  born  March  10,  1831,  died  March  18,  1831  ; 
and  Jane,  born  June  23,  1833,  died  Sept.  19,  1833. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Comstock,  born  May  3,  1818, 
in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  married  (first)  Oct.  19,  1847, 
Mary  Randall,  born  Oct.  14,  1823,  daughter  ot 
John  Randall,  of  Norway,  N.  Y.  She  died  Nov. 
29,  1887,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  North  Burying 
Ground,  Providence.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Comstock  married  (sec- 
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ond)  April  22,  1889,  i\Irs.  Amanda  (Gorham) 
Harris,  born  Dec.  ii,  1818.  She  died  March  17, 
1897.  His  children,  all  born  in  Smithheld,  were: 
William  H.,  born  Aug.  5,  1848;  George  \V.,  born 
April  9,  1850,  died  Nov.  8,  1871 ; Alary  Anna, 
born  Feb.  24,  1854,  married  Jabez  G.  Harris,  of 
Providence;  Benjamin  W.,  born  FAb.  3,  1856, 

married  Effie  J.  Williams,  and  lives  in  Providence; 
Frank  Smith,  born  Alarch  26,  1858,  is  a carpenter 
in  Boston;  and  Nettie  Maria,  born  Feb.  28,  i860, 
married  George  H.  Loomis,  and  died  in  Pawtucket, 
Alay  30,  1898. 

Benjamin  Comstock  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  w'orked  on  the  home  farm  with  his 
father  until  1850,  when  he  removed  to  the  Louis- 
quisset  Pike  and  rented  the  Asa  Arnold  farm.  He 
continued  here  as  a renter  until  i860  when  he 
bought  the  farm,  a fine  tract  of  200  acres  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  dairying,  although  since  1884  he  has  not 
been  active  in  the  work  on  the  place.  His  de- 
clining years  are  brightened  by  the  devotion  and 
tender  care  of  his  son  William  H.  and  the  latter’s 
family. 

Air.  Comstock  has  always  been  an  interested 
worker  in  public  affairs.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican.  For  two  terms  he  was  a member  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  he  has  also  served 
in  the  town  council,  giving  his  constituents  able 
representation  in  both  offices.  He  has  been  enter- 
prising and  progressive  far  beyond  the  average 
man,  and  he  has  met  with  success  in  his  undertak- 
ings— the  rich  reward  of  his  labor  and  integrity. 
No  man  in  the  community  has  a cleaner  record, 
and  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  very  few'  to  merit  so 
well  the  respect  of  all  men. 

(VH)  William  H.  Comstock,  eldest  son  of 
Benjamin,  and  one  of  the  leading  and  influential 
citizens  of  the  town,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  Aug.  5,  1848.  He  w'as  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  and  in  the  Lriends’  School,  Provi- 
dence. His  early  training  was  all  along  the  line  of 
farm  w'ork,  and  he  has  not  departed  from  his  early 
teachings.  When  he  first  started  out  for  himself 
it  was  as  a tenant  of  the  Daniel  Jencks  farm,  where 
he  continued  for  nine  years.  Like  his  father  he, 
too,  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and  when  his 
father  laid  down  the  care  and  burden  of  his  large 
business,  the  son  returned  to  the  homestead,  and 
here  he  has  since  given  his  undivided  attention  to 
general  farming  and  dairying.  His  product  is  re- 
tailed in  Providence,  and  he  still  numbers  among 
his  customers  the  same  families  to  whom  his  father 
delivered  milk  some  fifty  years  ago.  The  route  is 
the  oldest  in  the  city.  He  has  made  many  im- 
Iirovemcnts  on  his  farm  in  the  way  of  modern 
buildings,  and  the  neatness  of  the  whole  place  be- 
tokens well  the  thrift  and  industry  of  the  “son  of 
his  father.” 

Air.  Comstock  is  a Republican  in  i)olitical 
principle,  and  in  1896  was  elected  a member  of 


the  General  Assembly,  serving  in  all  four  years. 
During  this  time  he  gave  most  efficient  service  on 
the  committees  on  Special  Legislation  and  on 
Education.  He  has  served  eleven  years  in  the 
town  council,  six  of  which  he  was  the  president. 
Fraternally  Air.  Comstock  is  a member  of  Union 
Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  & A.  Al. ; Chapter,  Council 
and  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery  at  Pawtucket; 
Palestine  Temple,  Alystic  Shrine,  and  the  Scottish 
Rite  bodies,  reaching  the  thirty-second  degree. 
He  is  also  a member  of  Lime  Rock  Grange,  No. 
22,  of  which  he  is  past  master. 

On  Dec.  21,  1874,  Air.  Comstock  was  married 
to  Henrietta  F.  Kendall,  of  Fitchburg,  Alass.,  born 
July  4,  1853,  daughter  of  George  A.  Kendall.  She 
died  Aug.  29,  1900,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Nortli  Burying  Ground.  Five  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  Alabel  Frances,  born  Jan.  23,  1876, 
who  married  Arthur  N.  Dodge,  of  Providence,  and 
has  two  children,  Newton  Comstock  and  William 
Everett;  Alary  K.,  born  Aug.  25,  1878,  and  died 
Oct.  30,  1900;  Fanny  Louise,  born  Nov.  6,  1879, 
at  home;  Florence  Antoinette,  born  April  4,  1882, 
wdio  married  Richard  B.  Howard,  of  Providence ; 
and  George  H.,  born  Alarch  10,  1887,  at  home,, 
an  able  assistant  in  his  father’s  business. 

EDWARD  P.  DUTEAIPLE.  The  name  Du- 
temple  is  one  of  Erench  origin,  and  was  identified 
with  North  Kingstowm  before  being  transplanted 
into  Exeter. 

Nathan  Dutemple,  father  of  Edward  P.  Du- 
temple,  was  born  in  North  Kingstown,  Dec.  -ii, 
1819,  and  removed  to  Exeter  in  1838.  In  earl> 
manhood  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  black- 
smith with  Champlin  C.  Greene,  whom  he  later 
succeeded  in  business,  and,  after  a few  years  of 
honest  toil  and  strict  economy,  was  able  to  pur- 
chase the  home  in  wffiich  he  later  lived,  from  Samuel 
Phillips.  By  his  perseverance  and  square  dealing 
he  soon  prospered,  and,  though  not  born  in  Exeter, 
secured  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill 
offices  of  public  trust.  He  was  in  business  in  the 
same  place  for  fifty-nine  years. 

Nathan  Dutemple  married  Annice  Thankful 
Joslin,  daughter  of  Russell  Joslin,  and  two  sons 
were  born  to  this  union : William  R.,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1843,  who  married  Alarcy  T.  Gardiner,  and 
Edward  P.,  born  in  Exeter,  Sept.  30,  1848.  Nathan 
Dutemple  w^as  a Republican.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Exeter  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  E.  In  re- 
ligious matters  he  was  a Baptist,  and  attended  the 
Chestnut  Hill  Church,  Exeter,  in  which  he  was 
deacon  and  also  clerk  for  a number  of  years.  After 
many  years  of  usefulness  he  passed  away  Dec. 
26,  1900,  in  Hope  Valley,  where  his  widow  now 
resides.  He  is  buried  in  Chestnut  Hill  cemetery, 
Exeter,  Rhode  Island. 

Edward  P.  Dutemple  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  devoted  most  of  his  time. 
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to  learning  the  trade  of  his  father,  that  of  black- 
smith. In  early  manhood  he  became  a joint  partner 
with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  business,  and  later 
succeeded  his  father  entirely  by  buying  his  inter- 
est. Since  that  time  he  has  become  a carriage 
manufacturer,  operating  a factory  and  owning  a 
repository  near  the  old  blacksmith  shop.  How- 
ever, the  ring  of  the  anvil  is  too  enchanting  for 
Hr.  Dutemple  to  forsake  it  entirely,  and  he  de- 
votes about  equal  time  to  both  industries. 

jMr.  Dutemple  was  married  June  5,  1869, 
i\Iary  Levina  Vaughn,  of  West  Greenwich,  born 
]\Iay  5,  1848,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1904.  Mr.  Du- 
temple married  (second)  April  2,  1905,  Lotta  IM. 
Green,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  Green,  of  Exeter. 
He  is  a Republican,  and  exercises  a dominating  in- 
fluence in  town  politics.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
coroner,  an  office  he  has  held  without  interruption 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  in  1895-96-97  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate.  He  is  well  known  through- 
out the  State.  Though  not  a member  of  any 
church,  Mr.  Dutemple  contributes  liberally  to  the 
support  of  such  interests,  and  believes  heartily  in 
the  influence  exerted  by  such  institutions,  placing 
a high  estimate  on  their  value  to  a community. 
Mr.  Dutemple  is  a member  of  Exeter  Lodge,  I. 
O.  O.  E.,  Washington  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Wickford,  R.  I.,  and  Exeter  Grange,  P.  O.  H., 
in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs. 

By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Dutemple  had  two  sons : 
Frank  E.,  born  May  25,  1873 ; and  Clarence  D., 
born  Nov.  16,  1876,  who  died  Aug.  31,  1883. 

Frank  E.  Dutemple  has,  like  his  father,  become  a 
man  of  worth  and  influence  in  his  community.  In 
vouth  he  decided  to  learn  the  trade  of  his  father, 
and  has  now  an  interest  in  the  business  manage- 
ment of  both  the  blacksmith  and  carriage  shops. 
In  1898,  when  his  father  retired  from  the  Senate, 
he  was  elected  to  succeed  him  for  one  year,  1899. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  State  Central  Re- 
publican Committee  for  several  years.  He  was 
married  July  21,  1896,  to  Lena  V.  Joslin,  of  Exeter, 
daughter  of  Byron  E.  and  Carrie  C.  (Card)  Joslin, 
and  lives  with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead 
farm.  He  and  his  wife  have  two  sons ; Eugene 
Clarence,  born  March  14,  1898;  and  Elliott  Erank, 
born  Nov.  24,  1900. 

CHURCH  (Bristol  branch).  The  Church 
name  has  not  been  without  a prominent  identity 
with  Bristol  since  the  very  dawn  of  its  settlement 
more  than  two  hundred  years  ago.  Col.  Benjamin 
Church,  the  “Conqueror  of  Philip,’’  and  the  con- 
spicuous figure  in  the  campaigns  of  that  period, 
and  who  is  styled  in  the  Biographical  Cyclopedia  of 
Rhode  Island'  “one  of  the  ablest,  bravest,  noblest 
men  of  the  Colonies,”  and  of  whom  Prof.  W.  H. 
Munro  has  written  “few  men  ever  served  their 
country  more  devotedly  or  more  illustriously  than 
he;  few  were  treated  with  greater  injustice  and 
ingratitude  when  living,  and  few  were  more  sin- 
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cerely  mourned  when  dead,”  was  present  at  the 
first  town  .meeting  of  the  settlers  in  the  Mount 
Hope  lands  at  which  the  name  was  given  to 
Bristol,  and  he,  too,  had  previously  sealed  and 
signed  the  articles  for  the  town’s  settlement.  It, 
too,  was  one  of  the  sons  of  this  hero  who  visitecl 
Great  Britain  in  1771,  and  there  ably  advocated 
the  cause  of  the  American  Colonies,  with  Benjamin 
Eranklin,  was  granted  the  freedom  of  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  served  as  U.  S.  Consul- 
General  at  Lisbon,  Portugal,  during  President 
Washington’s  administrations.  While  a grandson 
of  the  "Indian  Fighter”  served  with  the  French 
army  during  the  Consulate  of  Napoleon  and  was 
subsequently  appointed  by  President  Madison  U. 
S.  Consul-General  at  L’Orient  and  the  adjacent 
ports  of  Brittany,  France.  Having  been  intimate 
with  Robert  Fulton,  the  first  maker  of  steamboats 
in  the  United  States  during  his  Consulate,  he 
superintended  the  construction  of  the  first  suc- 
cessful steamboats  on  the  rivers  Garonne  and 
Rhone  and  the  lakes  of  Switzerland  and  Italy. 

It  is,  however,  the  purpose  of  this  article  to 
treat  only  and  briefly  of  the  Churches  of  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  and  Taunton  and  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  so 
far  as  pertains  to  the  family  and  paternal  lineage 
of  Thomas  Church,  of  the  Revolution,  a farmer  and 
West  Indian  merchant,  a number  of  whose  sons 
follow'ed  in  his  footsteps  and  were  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  merchant  service  and  leading  spirits 
in  Bristol  life,  and  whose  sons  and  grandsons  are 
now  worthily  bearing  the  family  name.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  Wardwell 
Church,  Hon.  Stephen  Tripp  Church,  Hon.  Le 
Baron  Bradford  Church,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  and 
the  now  venerable  Capt.  William  Howe  Church,  and 
William  N.  Church,  his  son,  all  of  whom  through 
a longer  period  than  is  generally  allotted  to  man 
have  figured  actively  and  usefully  in  the  towns  of 
their  birth  or  adoption.  Of  the  first  named  and 
eldest  of  the  above,  it  has  been  written ; “His  suc- 
cessful and  honorable  official  and  business  carecr 
placed  him  among  the  foremost  men  in  Rhode 
Island.” 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  sons  of  Thomas 
Church  above  referred  to  were  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  Col.  Benjamin  of  Philip’s  war  fame 
through  Edward,  Benjamin,  Samuel  and  Thomas 
Church.  This  we  have  been  unable  to  verify,  but 
if  correct  their  descent  goes  one  generation  back 
to  the  father  of  Col.  Benjamin,  Richard  Church, 
from  whom  follow  in  the  order  named  such  details 
as  are  known  to  us. 

(I)  Richard  Church,  born  in  1608,  came  to 
New  England  in  1630  in  the  fleet  with  Gov.  W in- 
throp.  He  removed  from  Weymouth  to  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  in  which  latter  place  he  was  made  a free- 
man in  1632.  He  married,  in  1636.  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Richard  Warren,  and  lived  at  Eel 
River  in  Plvmouth.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
and  with  John  Thompson  was  engaged  to  build 
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the  first  meeting-house,  and  the  first  gun  carriage 
in  Plymouth  in  1637.  He  served  as  .sergeant  in 
the  Pequot  war.  He  was  at  Eastham  in  1649; 
at  Charlestown  in  1653  i Hingham  in  1657. 

He  died  at  Dedham,  Dec.  27,  1668,  and  was  buried 
at  Hingham.  His  widow,  Elizabeth,  died  at  Hing- 
ham in  1670.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth, 
Joseph,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Caleb,  Charles, 
Richard,  Abigail,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Lydia,  Priscilla 
and  Deborah. 

(H)  Col.  Benjamin  Church,  born  in  1639  at 
Duxbury,  near  Plymouth,  married  Dec.  26,  1667, 
Alice  Southworth,  granddaughter  of  the  wife  of 
Gov.  Bradford.  He  was  bred  to  the  trade  of  his 
father,  that  of  a carpenter,  at  which  he  worked 
when  an  opportunity  was  offered,  residing  for 
some  years  after  his  marriage  at  Duxbury.  He 
visited  what  is  now  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  King  Philip’s  war,  pur- 
chased a farm  near  the  “East  Passage,”  and 
erected  two  buildings  upon  it.  He  was  the  first 
Englishman  who  had  settled  in  that  territory. 
Soon  came  the  rumor  of  war  and  the  farm  at 
Seaconnet  was  given  up,  and  not  until  many  years 
had  elapsed  did  he  go  back  to  live  upon  it.  In  his 
residence  of  a year  among  the  Indians  he  had 
gained  a thorough  knowledge  of  their  character, 
and  had  acquired  great  influence  among  them.  As 
a young  man  he  was  exceedingly  active  and 
vigorous,  characteristics  which  strongly  commended 
him  to  his  Indian  neighbors.  He  engaged  in  the 
war  against  Philip,  and  was  a conspicuous  actor 
in  the  Great  Swamp  fight  in  South  Kings  Town, 
R.  I.,  Dec.  19,  1675,  when  he  was  severely 
wounded.  On  July  10,  1676,  he  was  commissioned 
captain  by  Plymouth  Colony,  and  marched  to  cap- 
ture the  Nonpansets.  Serving  under  an  enlarged 
commission,  he  captured  prisoners  at  Acushnet. 
On  July  30th  he  chased  Philip  into  the  swamps 
of  Norton  and  Rehoboth,  and  took  many  prison- 
ers. He  marched  to  Pocasset  woods  Aug.  loth. 
Finally  meeting  Philip  at  iMount  Hope,  he  slew 
him,  Aug.  12,  1676.  On  Sept,  nth  he  captured 
Annawon.  On  Sept.  6,  1689,  he  was  commissioned 
major  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  Plymouth 
forces  for  the  eastern  expedition;  and  on  the  i8th 
started  for  Casco,  iMaine,  and  had  an  engagement 
with  the  enemy  on  the  21st,  losing  eleven  killed 
and  ten  wounded.  He  was  commissioned  for  the 
second  eastern  expedition.  Sept.  2,  1690,  and  on 
Aug.  3d,  was  chosen  for  the  fourth  expedition. 
In  January,  1703,  he  appears  as  lieutenant-col- 
onel, and  was  commissioned  for  the  fifth  expedition, 
IMarch  18,  1704.  At  the  age  of  sixty-five  he  retired 
from  military  pursuits. 

On  Sept.  14,  1680,  Mr.  Church  scaled  and 
signed  the  “grand  articles”  for  the  settlement  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  to  which  ])lace  he  soon  removed. 
He  was  present  at  the  first  town-meeting  of  the 
settlers  in  the  iMount  Hope  lands,  held  Se])t.  i, 
1681,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  name  of  the  new 


town  should  be  Bristol.  “It  was  in  the  fullness  of 
his  fame,  when  his  praises  were  on  the  lips  of 
every  man,  that  the  gallant  leader  came  to  dwell 
in  the  lands  which  had  belonged  to  his  dead  foe ; 
a lasting  peace  seemed  to  have  been  secured  to  the 
colonists  by  his  achievements,  and  in  the  heritage 
of  Philip  it  seemed  fitting  that  Philip’s  Conqueror 
should  have  his  home.  He  built  a house  on  the 
north  side  of  Constitution  street,  near  the  corner 
of  Thames  street.”  He  was  elected  to  many  offices 
by  the  people  of  Bristol,  and  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  them  all  with  the  honesty  of  purpose  and 
hearty  zeal  which  characterized  his  early  actions. 
He  went  to  Plymouth  as  the  first  deputy  to  repre- 
sent the  town  at  the  General  Court  in  1682,  and 
was  also  its  deputy  in  the  two  succeeding  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  eight  members  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  at  Bristol,  1687.  i\Ir. 
Church  lived  for  years  in  Bristol ; thence  he  re- 
moved to  Fall  River,  and  finally  went  to  Little 
Compton,  where  he  aided  in  forming  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  1704,  of  which  he  remained  a 
consistent  and  valued  member  till  his  death.  He 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1706.  He  died 
Jan.  17,  1717-18,  as  the  result  of  accident,  falling 
from  his  horse.  His  widow  passed  away  JMarch  5, 
1718-19.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  Con- 
stant, Benjamin,  Edward,  Charles,  Elizabeth,  Na- 
thaniel and  Martha. 

(HI)  Capt.  Edward  Church,  born  in  1680, 
married  Martha  Brenton,  born  in  1678,  daughter 
of  William  and  Hannah  (Davis)  Brenton,  of  New- 
port, R.  I.  Young  Church  served  as  a captain 
under  his  father  in  the  fifth  expedition  against  the 
French  and  Indians  in  1704.  He  became  a resi- 
dent of  Boston,  and  was  occupied  as  a vendue- 
master  (auctioneer),  his  place  of  business  being 
on  Newbury  street,  “two  doors  south  of  the  Sign 
of  the  Lamb.”  He  died  in  1707.  His  widow  died 
April  14,  1750,  and  is  buried  in  the  Clifton  bury- 
ing-ground  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Their  children 
were:  Abigail,  born  March  4,  1703;  and  Benja- 
min, born  Oct.  8,  1704. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Church,  born  Oct.  8,  1704, 
married  Oct.  20,  1727,  Elizabeth  Viall,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Viall.  It  is  thought  he  followed  the 
same  occupation  as  did  his  father — that  of  a ven- 
due-master, There  seems  to  be  but  little  known  of 
his  family.  His  children  were:  Dr.  Benjamin, 
who  was  a man  of  considerable  literary  culture  and 
composed  the  “Ode  Heroica” ; Samuel ; Edward : 
and  a daughter,  who  married  a Mr.  Fleming. 

(V)  Samuel  Church,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
in  1730,  married  Jan.  5,  1755,  Mary  Ann  Davis,  of 
Newport,  and  their  children  (Bristol  town  records) 
were:  Hannah,  born  Dec.  14,  1755;  Samuel.  June 
4,  1757:  Benjamin,  iMarch  28,  1759:  Thomas,  Feb. 
15,  T761  ; Hczekiah,  Oct.  14,  1764;  Elizabetb,  Aug. 
t6.  1766;  Dorothy,  iMay  4,  1770:  Capt.  Edward, 
July  6.  T776  (grandfather  of  Seth  Pauli). 

(\'I)  Thomas  Church,  son  of  .Samuel  and 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1767 


]\Iary  Ann  (Davis)  Church,  born  Feb.  15,  1761, 
married  Oct.  26,  1794,  Alary  Tripp,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Tripp,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  7,  1795,  and 
Polly,  born  Oct.  31,  1796,  both  of  whom  died  in 
infancy;  Benjamin  (2),  born  Nov.  13,  1798; 
Thomas,  Nov.  ii,  1801;  Samuel  Wardwell,  Feb. 
13,  1803;  Sarah  Ann,  Alay  6,  1805  (who 
married  Thomas  J.  Coggeshall)  ; Stephen  Tripp, 
Jan.  14,  1808;  William  Howe,  June  23,  1810; 
Alary  Tripp,  April  23,  1813  (who  married  Alartin 
Bennett)  ; Hezekiah  Wardwell,  Aug.  27,  1815;  and 
Betsey  (Airs.  Wardwell),  born  Aug.  26,  1818  (the 
oldest  “Daughter  of  the  Revolution”). 

Thomas  Church  was  but  a lad  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution,  but  as  the  war  ad- 
vanced he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Colonies 
and  served  from  his  native  town  in  a company  in 
Col.  Miller’s  regiment.  For  this  military  service 
in  after  years  he  was  granted  a pension  which  on 
his  death  was  transferred  to  his  widow.  After  the 
war,  resuming  agricultural  pursuits,  he  became 
one  of  the  most  skillful  and  thorough  farmers  in 
the  State.  He  cleared  up  a farm  on  a famous 
neck  of  land  in  Bristol  known  as  Pappoosesquaw, 
and  upon  it  lived  for  sixty  years,  his  sons  after 
him  occupying  the  place.  He  farmed  extensively 
and  kept  his  improvements — fences,  buildings, 
etc. — in  such  perfect  order  that  the  place  be- 
came styled  the  “Alodel  Farm  of  Rhode  Island.” 
He  was  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  West 
Indian  trade,  owning  a number  of  vessels,  export- 
ing farm  products  and  importing  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses, for  many  years  importing  not  less  than  two 
thousand  hogsheads  of  the  latter  product  per  year. 
Thomas  Church  for  many  years  served  efficiently 
in  the  town  council  of  Bristol,  and  shared  the  es- 
teem of  the  citizens  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
was  often  urged  to  accept  higher  official  honors, 
but  always  declined.  He  died  Alay  16,  1843. 

(VH)  Thomas  Church,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Nov.  II,  1801,  married  Eleanor  Bradford,  daugh- 
ter of  Le  Baron  Bradford,  of  Bristol,  who  traced 
her  lineage  back  to  Gov.  Bradford  of  Plymouth 
Colony.  The  Christian  name  LeBaron  came  from 
that  of  the  French  physician  who  was  so  promi- 
nent in  the  early  days  of  the  Plymouth  settlement, 
and  who  has  been  immortalized  by  Airs.  Austin  as 
“The  Nameless  Nobleman”  in  one  of  her  most  at- 
tractive books. 

(VHI)  LeBaron  Bradford  Church,  son  of 
Thomas,  for  more  than  half  a century  was  identi- 
fied with  the  business  activity  of  Taunton.  In  his 
name  there  was  a complete  suggestion  of  the  stock 
from  which  he  sprang,  and  an  epitome  of  the  civil 
and  military  history  and  the  romance  of  that  part 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  which  his  days  were 
passed,  and  which  he  loved  as  one  whose  fathers 
and  mothers  were  the  builders  of  the  foundations 
of  the  civilization  which  he  saw  about  him.  Air. 
Church  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  He  went  to 


school  there  until  he  was  eighteen,  and  then,  seek- 
ing an  active  business  life,  he  came  to  Taunton, 
and  entered  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Hezekiah  \\\ 
Church,  who  had  established  himself  at  Weir  vil- 
lage, and  had  already  built  up  a large  business  for 
those  days.  He  was  diligent  and  faithful,  and 
when  he  was  twenty-one  he  became  a partner  in 
the  business,  and  the  firm  name  became  H.  W. 
Church  & Co.,  which  has  survived  up  to  this  time, 
although  the  senior  member  died  a number  of 
years  ago,  full  of  years  and  respected  by  the  whole 
community.  The  business  of  the  firm  included 
grain,  flour,  feed  and  all  things  in  that  line,  and 
as  a consequence  an  interest  in  shipping  followed. 
At  flrst  the  Axssel  business  was  wholly  that  of 
small  river  craft,  but  it  grew  into  large  owner- 
ship, in  the  great  three  and  four-masted  schooners, 
which  have  made  the  name  of  Taunton  coasters 
famous,  all  along  the  coast  from  Texas  to  Nova 
Scotia.  For  many  years  Air.  Church  was  a resi- 
dent of  Weir  village,  following  the  old-fashioned 
plan  of  living  close  to  his  business,  but  some  thirty 
years  ago  he  purchased  the  Crocker  estate  on  Dean 
street  and  afterward  resided  there  and  enjoyed  all 
the  pleasures  of  country  life,  while  yet  in  the  heart 
of  the  city.  He  was  always  interested  in  Republi- 
can politics  and  the  war  for  the  defense  of  the 
Union  had  no  stronger  advocate,  and  the  soldiers 
who  went  out  from  the  city  had  no  firmer  friend. 
Fie  was  not  a seeker  for  office,  but  his  fellow  citi- 
zens sent  him  to  the  Legislature  in  1854  and  in 
1869,  and  his  advice  on  public  afifairs  always  bore 
weight  and  was  earnestly  sought  by  those  in  pub- 
lic office.  He  was  a member  of  the  first  board 
of  aldermen  when  Taunton  received  her  city  char- 
ter. This  was  in  1865,  and  he  was  re-elected  in 
1866,  1867  and  1868.  vchen  he  retired.  In  1873  his 
neighbors  again  called  him  to  the  board  and  in 
that  year  and  the  next  he  was  a prominent  figure 
among  the  city  fathers.  No  alderman  has  ever 
been  re-elected  as  many  times  as  Air.  Church  and 
with  two  exceptions  none  has  held  the  office  so 
long.  He  was  a devoted  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  LTitarian  Society  and  a liberal 
contributor  of  work  and  money  to  promote  the 
growth  of  the  parish  and  the  work  in  which  it 
was  engaged,  and  his  interest  never  flagged  dur- 
ing the  weary  hours  of  his  last  illness.  His  chari- 
ties were  many,  and  all  done  unostentatiously  in  a 
kindly  and  pleasant  way  that  carried  a blessing 
with  them.  His  life  all  through  the  mature  years, 
which  to  him  came  early,  was  that  of  a good, 
faithful  and  conscientious  citizen,  and  the  success 
which  attended  his  business  ventures  was  that 
solid  kind  which  follows  upon  persevering  habits. 
Air.  Church  died  Alay  22,  1896.  and  is  survived 
by  a widow  and  one  son,  Thomas  L.  Church,  of 
the  Church  Coal  Company,  and  two  grandchildren, 
Elliott  Bradford  and  Alorton  LeBaron,  as  well  as 
one  brother,  M’illiam  B.  Church,  of  Taunton. 

On  Oct.  15,  1845.  Church  married  Anna 
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Dean,  daughter  of  Ebislia  Dean,  of  Taunton,  and 
a descendant  of  John  and  A'alter  Dean,  who  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Taunton,  INI  ass.  They 
had  one  son,  Thomas  Le  Baron  Church,  born  Aug. 
13,  1846. 

(IX)  Thomas  Le  Barox  Church  was  edu- 
cated, as  was  his  partner,'  J.  H.  Church,  in  the 
Bristol  xTcademy,  and  they  were  school  boys  to- 
gether. He  left  school  at  an  early  age,  and  in 
1864  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  coal  and 
wood  business  in  Taunton,  having  as  his  partner 
his  second  cousin  and  son  of  his  father’s  partner,^ 
J.  H.  Church.  This  business  was  begun  under  the 
firm  name  of  T.  L.  & J.  H.  Church,  and  has  con- 
tinued as  it  began  and  under  the  same  name  up  to 
the  present  time,  or  for  a period  of  over  forty  years. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  here,  as  in  the  lives  of 
various  others  of  the  Church  family,  the  strong 
ties  of  kinship  which  have  existed  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  business  and  otherwise.  This  firm, 
like  that  of  H.  W.  Church  & Co.,  stands  for  the 
highest  kind  of  business  honor  and  integrity,  and 
the  name  of  Church,  through  Samuel  W.,  Heze- 
kiah  W.,  Le  Baron  B.  and  their  sons  for  over  three- 
fourths  of  a century  has  been  the  synonym  for  busi- 
ness integrity  in  Taunton  and  vicinity.  Thomas 
L.  Church  was  elected  a director  of  the  Bristol 
County  National  Bank  in  1886,  and  has  continued 
as  such  to  the  present  time.  INIr.  Church,  though  a 
stanch  Republican,  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
jwlitics.  He  is  a member  of  Ionic  Lodge,  xA.  F.  & x\. 
]\I.,  of  Taunton,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Win- 
throp  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  known  as  the  First  Congrega- 
tional of  Taunton. 

Mr.  Church  married  Louisa  IMorton  Elliott, 
daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Jane  Elliott,  and  they 
have  two  sons:  (i)  Elliott  Bradford,  born  July 
26,  1-873,  ^ graduate  of  Harvard  College,  Class  of 
1895.  is  now  a lawyer  in  Boston.  (2)  Morton  Le 
Baron,  born  May  10,  1881,  is  also  a graduate  of 
Harvard,  class  of  1902. 

(\TI)  Samuel  Wardwell  Church,  son  of 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  13,  1803,  married  (first)  in 
1828  Mary  Simmons  Tilley.  She  died  Feb.  23, 
1852,  and  he  married  (second)  in  1853  Elizabeth 
Luther,  of  Bristol.  The  children  horn  to  the  first 
marriage  were:  xAnne  E.,  Mary  C.  (who  married 
Charles  W.  Dimond),  Sarah  xAnn,  Thomas  (who 
died  young),  Samuel  \\k,  Thomas  (2),  Benjamin, 
Matilda,  Eveline,  Hezekiah  W’ardwell  and  Eleanor 
B.  (who  married  Charles  B.  INIunro).  The  chil- 
dren born  to  the  second  marriage  were:  James  C. 
and  Charles  H. 

Mr.  Church  in  boyhood  attended  the  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  at  sixteen  began  employ- 
ment as  a clerk  there.  .Subsequently,  in  1828.  he 
became  associated  with  Thomas  J.  Coggeshall  in 
business  at  Tannton,  Mass.,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Church  & Coggeshall,  establishing  the  most  ex- 


tensive grain  and  flour  trade  in  that  region  of 
the  country.  From  this  firm  Air.  Church  withdrew 
in  Alarch,  1837,  returning  to  Bristol,  pur- 

chased what  was  known  as  the  “Bradford  farm,” 
a place  of  350  acres  upon  which  he  resided  until 
Alarch,  1854,  and  cultivated  successfully  during 
that  time.  xAfter  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  in  1853, 
Air.  Church  removed  to  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  owned  and  occupied  until  his  death.  In  con- 
nection with  farming  Air.  Church,  associated  with 
his  brother,  the  late  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Church,  of 
Bristol,  was  for  nearly  a third  of  a century  in  the 
A’est  Indian  trade.  They  built  and  owned  two 
large  barks.  The  firm  of  Church  Brothers  main- 
tained the  highest  standard  in  business  circles. 

Air.  Church  was  a man  of  good  judgment  and 
e.xcellent  business  qualities,  and  as  well  of  un- 
questioned integrity,  and  soon  after  his  return  to 
Bristol  from  Taunton  positions  of  trust,  responsi- 
bility and  honor  were  so  crowded  upon  him  that 
he  was  largely  engrossed  in  public  affairs.  He  also 
gratuitously  responded  to  many  private  requests 
for  his  advice,  counsel  and  assistance  in  administer- 
ing estates,  etc.  From  1839  to  1847  was  presi- 
dent of  the  town  council  of  Bristol,  and  also  from 
i860  to  1862.  In  1859,  i860  and  1861  he  was 
elected  as  a Republican  first  representative  from 
Bristol  in  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1861,  and 
served  continuously  in  that  body  until  1869.  His 
service  in  the  Senate  covered  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  and  his  assistance  in  the  financial  matters 
of  the  State,  during  that  trying  time,  was  to  the 
material  advantage  of  officials  in  charge.  He  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  Gov.  Smith,  who  was  one 
of  the  “War  governors,”  and  also  to  Gov.  Padel- 
ford,  who  was  governor  during  this  time.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  whatever  concerned  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  Bristol.  He  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  building  of  the  Providence,  Warren 
& Bristol  railroad,  and  on  its  completion  was 
chosen  as  director  of  the  company  and  so  continued 
until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  State  Charities.  He  was  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  the  Bristol  Institution 
for  Savings  and  at  the  first  meeting,  in  December, 
1842,  was  elected  a trustee  of  the  institution,  and 
in  1850,  was  chosen  vice-president,  a relation  he 
sustained  to  it  until  Dec.  3,  1877,  and  was  its 
president  from  that  time  until  in  December,  1878. 
From  1849  to  ^865  he  was  a director  of  the  Free- 
man’s Bank  at  Bristol  and  its  president  from  1852 
to  1865,  and  when  the  hank  was  merged  into  the 
First  National  Bank,  in  1865,  he  still  retained  those 
positions,  and  continued  in  them  until  in  1875, 
when,  on  Sept.  27th,  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
Air.  Church  procured  the  charter  for  the  Narra- 
gansett  Steamship  Company  and  was  instrumental 
in  inducing  the  proprietors  of  the  steamers  “Provi- 
dence” and  “Bristol”  to  place  those  magnificent 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1769 


steamers  on  the  route  from  New  York,  to  Boston 
via  Bristol — a venture  which  became  very  success- 
ful and  exceedingly  popular. 

Although  not  a member  of  any  church  IMr. 
Church  was  an  attendant  and  liberal  supporter  of 
St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Bristol  for  many 
years,  and  afterward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  the  same  place.  During  his  public  career 
he  became  widely  known  throughout  the  State  and 
by  the  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties 
required  of  him  won  the  esteem  of  all  classes. 
At  the  close  of  an  editorial  on  the  life  of  Mr. 
Church,  in  the  Bristol  Phoenix  of  April  2,  1881, 
the  following  summing  up  of  his  character  was 
given : 

“To  sum  up  Mr.  Church’s  character,  therefore, 
we  should  say  that  her  was  a man  of  unswerving 
integrity  under  all  circumstances,  and  this  prin- 
ciple guided  him  in  all  his  transactions,  public  and 
private.  He  was  a man  of  independent  thought 
and  judgment.  A subject  receiving  proper  care 
and  attention  was  pushed  forward  by  a determina- 
tion which  no  obstacle  could  overcome.  He  was 
a ruler  among  men.  and  his  quiet  but  decided 
manner  gave  him  a strength  and  pow’er  which  all 
acknowledged.  A man  of  few  words,  his  views 
were  expressed  in  practical  language,  clearlv  and 
distinctly  understood,  and  no  wordy  debates  could 
disturb  or  perplex  him  when  his  mind  was  made 
up  on  any  point  which  he  thought  was  right.  He 
was  looked  up  to  for  advice  on  all  subjects,  and 
was  always  ready  to  give  such  advice  as  he  thought 
best  for  those  who  asked  him.  He  was  a strict 
temperance  man  and  took  every  means  in  his  power 
to  show  his  abhorrence  of  the  vice  of  intemper- 
ance. The  world  can  ill  afford  to  spare  such  men, 
for  their  number  is  limited,  and  few  rise  uj)  to 
take  their  places.  In  the  language  of  another, 
‘while  he  lives  every  man  is  his  admirer,  and  when 
he  dies  every  man  is  his  mourner.  While  on  earth 
every  home  bears  his  name  on  their  heart,  and 
when  he  is  gone  he  has  a monument  in  every 
memory — and  this  is  his  character,  and  the  record 
of  his  praise — Love  is  kind.’  ” 

(VIII)  Hon.  Hezekiah  Wardwell  Church, 
son  of  Samuel  Wardwell,  born  Dec.  2,  1849.  niar- 
ried  (first)  Harriet,  daughter  of  Hiram  Erisbie. 
She  died  in  1888,  and  he  married  (second)  in 
February,  1896,  Harriet  N.  Pauli,  of  Bristol, 
daughter  of  Augustus  Pauli.  One  son  was  born 
to  the  first  marriage.  Russell  S.,  a graduate  of  the 
Medical  School  of  Yale,  class  of  1900. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  at  Bristol, 
the  place  of  his  birth,  young  Church  took  a com- 
mercial course  in  a business  college  at  Providence. 
In  December,  1872,  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
Bristol  Institution  for  Savings,  and  in  January,  1873. 
he  was  chosen  a clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  that  town,  and  continued  to  serve  in  these  ca- 
pacities until  Dec.  3.  1883,  when  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Institution  for  Savings. 


Upon  the  resignation  of  i\Ir.  iMartin  Bennett  as 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Bristol,  in 
January,  1886,  Mr.  Church  succeeded  him  to  that 
position,  a relation  he  sustained  to  the  bank  until 
the  time  of  his  death  and  the  duties  of  which  he 
performed  with  signal  ability.  His  wide  acquaint- 
ance in  the  State,  with  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  real  estate  in  Bristol  and  its  values,  greatly 
aided  him  in  safely  acting  in  his  position. 

On  the  death  of  Judge  W.  H.  Spooner,  of  the 
Probate  court,  July  13,  1895,  Mr.  Church  was 
chosen  by  the  town  council  of  Bristol  to  serve  out 
the  unexpired  term  of  the  deceased,  and  was 
thereafter  elected  to  that  office  three  successive 
times.  His  services  in  this  relation  were  marked 
by  a desire  to  be  just  to  all  concerned,  which  his 
good,  judgment  and  conservatism  enabled  him  to  be, 
and  regarding  this  and  all  relations  he  sustained  to 
the  public  general  satisfaction  seemed  to  be  the 
universal  verdict.  For  a number  of  years  he  was 
a valued  member  of  the  school  committee.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  town  of 
Bristol  to  purchase  the  waterworks,  and  subse- 
quently was  one  of  the  Electric  Road  committee. 
Although  not  a member  of  either,  Mr.  Church 
attended  services  at  both  the  First  Congregational 
Church  and  the  State  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bristol. 

Judge  Church  died  at  his  home  in  Bristol  May 
13,  1898,  and  the  Bristol  Phoenix,  in  referring  to 
the  event,  said  in  part : 

“He  was  a strong,  thoroughly  honest,  chari- 
table and  consistent  character.  There  was  no 
shadow  of  hypocrisy  in  his  nature,  and  unselfish- 
ness was  one  of  its  prominent  traits.  He  was 
frank  and  outspoken,  never  leaning  toward  any- 
thing he  knew  to  be  wrong  for  the  sake  of  tem- 
porary advantage,  and  yet  he  died  without  an 
enemy  in  the  world  and  amid  the  sorrow  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  always  cheerful  and  ever 
ready  to  confer  any  favor  in  his  power.  He  never 
paraded  his  good  deeds,  but  they  were  known  to 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  his  life  work 
will  long  be  remembered  as  an  exemplification  of 
the  golden  rule.” 

(VH)  Stephen  Tripp  Church,  son  of  Thomas, 
born  Jan.  14,  1808,  married  in  1832  Annie  F., 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Wardwell,  and  a most  esti- . 
mable  woman,  and  the  union  was  blessed  by  the 
following  named  children : Stephen  W.,  born  May 
10,  1833;  Elizabeth,  born  in  November,  1835,  who 
married  Hon.  William  H.  Spooner;  John  H.,  born 
in  1837.  living  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  is 
superintendent  of  the  public  streets ; Ammey,  born 
in  1839;  Thomas  C.,  born  in  April,  1842;  Robert 
Nelson,  born  in  1845  (deceased)  ; and  Edward 
Rayson,  of  Hyde  Park,  born  in  1847. 

The  boyhood  and  early  manhood  of  Mr.  Church 
were  passed  upon  the  family  homestead  on  Pap- 
poosesquaw.  He  seemed  to  have  inherited  a love 
for  agricultural  pursuits  and  to  have  imbibed  much 
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of  the  skill  and  thoroughness  in  farming  which 
characterized  the  order  and  system  of  things  about 
the  old  homestead.  He  became  probably  as  compe- 
tent a judge  of  the  value  of  land  and  everything 
pertaining  to  farm  property  as  any  man  in  the 
State.  His  energies,  however,  were  not  confined 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  as  he  became  extensively 
and  successfully  engaged  in  commercial  interests 
in  association  with  his  elder  brother,  the  late  Hon. 
Samuel  W’ardwell  Church,  between  whom  and 
himself  there  was  an  unusually  strong  bond  of 
afifection  and  confidence.  These  men  were  for 
nearly  a third  of  a century  associated  in  the  West 
Indian  trade,  and  were  the  owners  of  a number  of 
vessels.  Many  of  the  older  citizens  of  Bristol  can 
well  remember  when  the  DeWolf  and  Church 
wharfs  were  at  all  times  covered  with  merchandise, 
and  the  names  of  “Troy,”  “Emeline,”  “Empress,” 
“Emigrant”  and  many  other  vessels  were  as  fa- 
miliar as  the  “Richard  Borden”  and  “Mount  Hope” 
of  to-day.  The  wharves  and  shipping  houses  of 
the  Church  Brothers  were  located  on  what  is  now 
the  terminus  of  the  Providence,  Warren  & Bristol 
railroad,  in  Bristol. 

i\Ir.  Church’s  sterling  honesty  early  attracted 
the  attention  of  that  shrewd  financier,  Robert 
Rogers,  who  called  him  from  the  farm  as  early  as 
1832,  and  made  him  a director  in  the  Eagle  Bank 
of  Bristol,  of  which  he  himself  was  president, 
loaning  him  a portion  of  his  own  stock  and  mak- 
ing him  eligible  for  tbe  position.  The  confidence 
thus  reposed  in  the  young  man  was  never  betrayed, 
and  he  was  chosen  to  that  position  for  fifty-nine 
consecutive  years,  and  was  never  absent  from  a 
single  meeting  during  that  long  period  until  the 
year  in  which  he  died.  He  was  a representative 
from  Bristol  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  for 
many  years  was  a useful  member  of  the  Bristol 
town  council.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Rogers  Eree  Library.  As 
i\lr.  Church  was  faithful  to  the  bank  so  he  was  in 
all  the  duties  of  life,  particularly  to  his  church,  the 
Congregational,  from  the  services  of  which  he  was 
seldom  absent,  and  which  by  his  death  lost  a loyal 
member  and  a liberal  supporter.  The  path  he 
marj<ed  out  in  early  youth  for  moral  rectitude  and 
honesty  was  never  deviated  from.  He  was  ever 
loyal  to  his  native  town,  which  often  honored  him 
with  public  trusts,  which  he  always  administered 
with  honesty  and  fidelity.  Mr.  Church  died  Jan. 
21,  1890,  and  in  his  death  a landmark  was  re- 
moved from  the  town — one  of  its  best  citizens. 
“His  life  was  ended  full  of  years  of  usefulness, 
and  the  community  where  he  has  always  lived 
mourn  with  the  family  in  the  great  loss  sustained.” 

Over  the  signature  of  H.  A.  S.  there  appeared 
in  the  Bristol  Phoenix  of  Feb.  8,  1890,  a tribute 
to  tbe  memory  of  Mr.  Church  from  which  is  c.x- 
tracted  the  following: 

"Mr.  Church's  life  has  extended  over  the  long 
period  of  eighty-two  years;  and  we  doubt  if  this 


community,  has  ever  witnessed  during  this  time  a 
life  more  distinguished  for  integrity  of  purpose 
and  uprightness  of  character.  He  was  conscien- 
tiously faithful  to  every  trust  committed  to  him. 
Chosen  a director  and  afterward  vice-president  of 
the  National  Eagle  Bank,  he  was  not  absent  from 
a meeting  of  the  directors  for  fifty-nine  years. 
Whether  he  was  at  work  upon  his  farm  or  en- 
gaged with  his  brother  in  maritime  pursuits ; 
whether  he  met  with  the  town  council  or  sat  in 
the  State  Legislature,  he  manifested  an  equal  de- 
votion to  every  duty.  The  same  faithfulness  dis- 
tinguished Mr.  Church's  religious  life.  For  the 
long  period  of  seventy-two  years  he  was  absent 
from  the  house  of  God  only  two  Sabbaths.  He 
was  also  deeply  interested  in  tfie  Sabbath-school, 
and  was  never  absent  if  possible  to  be  present. 
This  brother  proved  his  deep  interest  in  the 
cause  of  Christ  not  only  by  his  faithful  attendance 
upon  the  means  of  grace,  but  also  by  giving  gener- 
ously to  support  them.  He  would  often  give  more 
than  what  was  justly  due.” 

(VHI)  Stephen  W.  Church  was  educated 
filtogether  in  the  schools  of  Bristol  and  on  Pap- 
poosesquaw  Neck.  His  first  teacher  was  Martha 
Taylor,  and  he  and  William  T.  C.  Wardwell  were 
the  first  to  be  transferred  from  the  grammar  school 
to  the  high  school,  when  it  was  first  established. 
There  he  completed  his  education.  Going  to  New 
York  City  he  engaged  as  a boy  with  Gen.  W’illiam 
Hall,  a piano  manufacturer.  Soon  after  he  went 
as  a clerk  with  Edward  Harris,  a woolen  manufac- 
turer of  Woonsocket.  He  was  in  Charleston,  S. 
C.,  when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  and  soon 
enlisted,  entering  the  loth  N.  Y.  Battery.,  as  a 
private,  and  serving  three  years,  coming  home  a 
first  lieutenant.  He  was  in  active  service,  and 
though  not  injured,  had  his  horse  shot  from 
under  him,  and  had  a ball  pass  through  his  hat. 
IMr.  Church  witnessed  what  was  literally  the  first 
public  act  of  rebellion,  being  present  in  the  South 
Carolina  Legislature,  when  Judge  iMcGraw  threw 
off  the  robes  of  office  and  declared  the  State  se- 
ceded from  the  Union.  On  his  return  from  the 
army  he  went  to  Boston  and  engaged  in  the 
produce  business  with  his  brother.  After  continu- 
ing this  four  or  five  years  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
went  into  the  wholesaling  of  nails  and  tacks,  re- 
maining there  for  twelve  years,  being  in  the  city 
during  the  great  fire  and  aherward.  After  leaving 
Chicago  he  came  to  Bristol  and  went  onto  the  farm, 
taking  care  of  his  father  in  his  last  sickness.  At 
that  time  he  entered  upon  the  real  estate  business 
which  he  has  continued  ever  since,  and  in  which 
he  has  met  with  steady  success.  His  connection 
therewith  has  made  his  election  as  tax  assessor  es- 
pecially appropriate,  and  he  has  filled  that  office 
for  eight  years  with  satisfaction  to  all.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  political  sentiment,  and  at 
present  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Republican 
town  committee. 
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In  1898  Mr.  Church  married  Rebecca  Morris, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Pitman)  Morris. 
They  have  had  no  children. 

(\TI)  Capt.  William  Howe  Church,  son  of 
Thomas,  born  June  23,  1810,  married  Rebecca 
Norris,  and  to  the  union  came  children  as  follows : 
Mary  Thomas;  William  Norris,  mentioned  below; 
Annie ; Lewis,  of  Bristol ; and  Gertrude,  a teacher 
in  Bristol. 

In  the  foregoing  has  been  given  an  account  of 
the  business  of  the  father  and  brothers  of  Captain 
Church,  which  was  kind  of  a family  affair,  and 
the  old  Church  homestead  on  the  Neck  referred 
to.  Upon  this  farm  was  born  William  Howe 
Church  and  here  were  passed  his  boyhood  and 
early  manhood,  in  school  and  at  work,  and  as  well 
in  the  service  of  his  father  in  his  commercial  pur- 
suits. In  these  his  sons,  of  course,  took  an  active 
interest,  three  of  them  becoming  captains  in  charge 
of  his  vessels  and  in  a measure  interested  with  him 
as  owners ; and  in  those  early  days  when  Bristol 
was  at  her  meridian  in  the  shipping  business  the 
Churches  were  an  important  factor  in  it.  Young 
William  H.  Church,  on  becoming  a master,  led  a 
seafaring  life  for  upward  of  thirty-five  years, 
during  which  period  he  was  in  command  of  a num- 
ber of  square-rigged  vessels  on  foreign  voyages 
in  the  employment  of  the  Church  firm.  He  sailed 
to  many  points  in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  occasion- 
ally made  trips  to  Europe.  Among  the  vessels 
commanded  by  him  were  the  bark  “Empress”  and 
the  ships  “Governor  Fenner”  and  “Charlotte.”  At 
one  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  whaling  service, 
and  was  absent  on  a whaling  cruise  for  a year. 
His  preference  was  for  the  merchant  service.  For 
a period  of  fifteen  years  or  more  he  was  super- 
cargo and  purchasing  agent  on  board  of  his 
brothers’  vessels  on  West  Indian  voyages.  Captain 
Church  retired  from  a seafaring  life  some  twenty 
and  more  years  ago,  and  up  to  within  a few  years 
ago  resided  on  a farm  in  Bristol,  since  which  time 
he  has  resided  with  a daughter,  in  Bristol  village. 
Since  reaching  his  ninetieth  milestone  he  has  sev- 
eral times  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  his  birth. 
Both  Capt.  Church  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Church  Wardwell,  are  members  respectively 
of  the  Bristol  Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  the 
only  son  and  daughter  of  a Revolutionary  patriot 
in  the  town,  and  indeed  there  are  few  in  the  State 
or  Nation.  Mrs.  Wardwell  on  Oct.  8,  1900,  re- 
ceived through  the  Bristol  Chapter,  from  the 
Washington  (D.  C.)  Chapter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  a gold  souvenir 
spoon. 

(VUI)  William  Norris  Church,  in  his 
lifetime  a leading  citizen  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  residents  of  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  was 
born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  i\Iay  2,  1836.  son  of  Capt. 
William  Howe  Church.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  home  town  and  in  the 


Bristol  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1851,  being  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  of  the 
school.  Fie  came  to  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  in  June, 
1852,  and  found  employment  as  a clerk  with  the 
wholesale  grocery  firm  of  I.  D.  Hall  & Co.,  con- 
tinuing in  that  capacity  for  five  years.  At  that 
time  the  firm  of  I.  D.  Hall  & Co.  was  composed 
of  I.  D.  Hall  and  Stephen  G.  Driscoll.  Mr.  Church 
received  as  his  salary  for  the  five  years  of  his 
clerkship  the  following  sums : First  year, 

$50  and  board ; second  year,  $75  and  board ; third 
year,  $100  and  board ; fourth  year,  $125  and  board ; 
fifth  year,  $150  and  board.  In  1857,  so  faithful 
to  his  work  and  so  capable  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  had  young  Church  been,  he  was  taken  into 
partnership  by  his  employers.  He  had  no  means 
of  his  own,  but  the  firm  loaned  him  the  amount 
necessary  to  purchase  his  interest.  The  close  of 
his  first  year,  that  being  the  year  of  the  panic  of 
1857,  found  him  $1,500  worse  off  than  when  it 
began.  This  was  not  an  auspicious  beginning  for 
the  young  man,  but  he  kept  at  it,  and  with  the 
change  in  the  times  came  a revival  of  business,  so 
that  he  was  able  to  meet  his  obligations  to  the  firm. 
At  the  time  he  became  a partner  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Driscoll,  Church  & Hall,  the  last 
named  being  Mr.  Gilbert  N.  Hall,  son  of  Isaac 
D.  Hall.  This  continued  until  1878,  when  the 
mmbership  changed.  Mr.  Hall  died  in  1877,  and 
Mr.  Driscoll  in  1878,  and  then  Mr.  Church,  be- 
ing the  only  one  left  of  the  old  firm,  took  into  part- 
nership Isaac  B.  Tompkins;  later  A.  Frank  Clark 
was  admitted,  j\Ir.  Church  continuing  as  the  senior 
member  and  principal  stockholder,  and  the  business 
becoming  one  of  the  best  of  the  kind  in  southern 
Massachusetts.  The  firm  name  of  Driscoll,  Church 
& Hall  was,  however,  continued. 

Mr.  Church  was  also  for  many  years  interested 
in  the  whaling  industry  and  owned  in  his  time  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  different  whaling  vessels.  He 
had  four  vessels  engaged  in  that  industry  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a director  of  the  i\Ier- 
chants  Bank  of  New  Bedford  from  1878  to  his 
death,  succeeding  to  Mr.  Driscoll’s  place  on  the 
board.  Though  a successful  business  man  he 
found  time  for  other  interests.  He  was  always  a 
strong  Republican,  and  took  a prominent  and  active 
interest  in  municipal  government  in  his  adopted 
city.  He  was  overseer  of  the  poor  for  two  years, 
a member  of  the  city  council  for  four  years ; and 
for  twelve  years  a member  of  the  board  of  water 
commissioners.  In  his  public  service  Mr.  Church 
exemplified  a truth  which  is  being  brought  home 
to  many  public-spirited  citizens  at  the  present 
time,  that  the  man  who  is  successful  and  faithful 
in  his  own  business  is  the  man  most  interested  and 
most  capable  in  the  efficient  management  of  public 
interests.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  a business  man 
patriotic  enough  to  make  some  sacrifices  for  prin- 
ciple. ]\Ir.  Church  retired  from  the  firm  in  1904, 
and  died  July  24,  1905. 
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]\Ir.  Cluirch  married  for  his  first  wife  i\Iary 
E.  Davis,  daughter  of  Capt.  Isaac  H.  and  Rhoda 
T.  (Dorall)  Davis,  of  New  Bedford,  and  they  had 
one  son,  \\'illiam  Norris,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  i,  1864, 
who  died  in  March,  1898;  he  was  interested  with 
his  father  in  the  business  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
i\Irs.  Church  died  Feb.  20,  1901,  and  Mr.  Church 
on  Jan.  14,  1903,  married  (second)  Emma  T. 
Davis,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Mr.  Church  was  a 
man  of  fine  appearance  and  excellent  physique, 
genial  in  manner,  and  one  it  was  a pleasure  to 
meet.  Mrs.  Church  is  a woman  of  remarkable 
business  ability  and  has  capably  filled  responsible 
positions. 

(VII)  Hezekiah  Wardwell  Church,  son  of 
Thomas,  was  born  Aug.  27,  1815,  in  Bristol,  R.  I., 
and  died  IMay  27,  1887,  in  Taunton,  Mass.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Bristol,  where  he  lived  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  there  he  received  his 
schooling.  His  parents  instilled  into  his  young 
mind  those  principles  of  industry  and  honesty 
which  characterized  his  whole  life.  He  left  Bristol 
when  fourteen,  going  to  Taunton  in  1829,  and 
there  engaged  as  clerk  for  his  brother,  Samuel 
Wardwell  Church,  and  Thomas  J.  Coggeshall,  the 
firm  being  Church  & Coggeshall.  After  a period 
of  seven  years  in  this  position,  and  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  engaged  in  the  hay,  grain 
and  feed  business  for  himself.  This  was  in  1836. 
He  erected  about  this  time,  in  what  was  then 
known  as  Weir  Village,  the  “new  store,”  and  in 
a short  time  built  up  a large  business  for  those 
days,  principally  wholesale.  In  1845  he  as- 
sociated with  himself  his  nephew,  LcBaron  B. 
Church,  son  of  his  brother  Thomas,  and  the  firm 
became  known  as  H-  Wh  Church  & Co.,  continuing 
as  such  with  no  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  firm 
for  forty-two  years,  or  until  the  death  of  Hezekiah 
W.,  in  1887.  After  his  death  ]Mr.  LeBaron  B. 
Church  continued  the  business  under  the  old  firm 
name  until  1896,  when  he  died.  Thus  was  the 
firm  name  of  H.  W.  Church  & Co.  known  to  the 
people  of  Taunton  and  vicinity  for  fifty-one  years. 
This  firm,  its  members  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  their  ancestors  commercially,  was  also  largely 
interested  in  sailing  vessels  which  plied  between 
New  York  City  and  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
Sound  and  of  the  northern  Atlantic  Coast.  Mr. 
Church  was  a director  of  the  Bristol  Countv  Na- 
tional Bank  from  1849  to  1887,  and  was  president 
of  the  bank  for  the  last  two  years  of  his  life.  He 
was  also  a director  of  the  Britannia  Works 
of  Taunton  for  some  years.  He  was  well 
known  as  Deacon  Church,  having  been  a 
deacon  of  the  Broadway  Congregational  Church 
for  many  years ; he  was  always  much  interested 
in  his  church  and  gave  liberally  to  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion. His  business  life  was  ever  characterized 
by  a high  regard  for  honesty  and  strict  business  in- 
tegrity. in  which  respect  he  did  full  credit  to  the 
stock  from  which  he  sprang.  He  was  proud  of 


his  name  and  of  the  fact  that  the  Churches,  in  all 
their  relations  of  life,  had  always  borne  an  un- 
blemished reputation,  and  he  strove  to  sustain  the 
high  standards  set  by  his  ancestors. 

Mr.  Church  married  Elizabeth  H.  Hawes, 
daughter  of  Gen.  Joseph  Hawes,  of  Providence, 
and  they  had  five  children:  (i)  Hezekiah  W., 
born  April  13,  1842,  is  living  in  Bridgewater, 
Mass.  (2)  Sarah,  born  Sept.  12,  1845,  niarried 
William  D.  Marvel.  (3)  Joseph  Hawes  was  born 
Oct.  3,  1847.  (4)  Eliza  A.  was  born  July  24, 

1849.  (5)  Harriet  was  born  Jan.  20,  1858. 

(Vlli)  Joseph  Hawes  Church,  third  child 
and  second  son  of  Hezekfah  W.,  finished  his  liter- 
ary training  in  Bristol  Academy.  He  left  school 
at  an  early  age  to  engage  in  the  wood  and  coal 
business  in  Taunton  with  Thomas  Le  Baron 
Church,  his  second  cousin,  and  a son  of  LeBaron 
B.  Church,  his  father’s  partner.  This  business 
was  started  in  1864,  and  the  firm  of  T.  L.  & J. 
H.  Church,  wholesale  and  retail  coal  dealers,  is 
still  in  existence,  having  continued  for  over  forty 
years.  It  is  the  second  oldest  coal  firm  in  the 
city  of  Taunton.  The  members  of  this  firm,  like 
their  fatliers,  are  interested  in  vessel  property, 
their  vessels  being  used  in  the  coal  carrying  trade 
from  Newport  to  Boston  and  nearby  ports.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Church  has  been  a Republican,  but  has  at 
no  time  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics. 

iMr.  Church  married  Charlotte  Francis  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Charles  King  Pratt,  then  of  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  Wil- 
liam, born  May  31,  1880. 

COLE.  Henry  Cole,  of  Britain,  surnamed  by 
some  the  “Hawksfaced,”  began  to  reign  over  that 
portion  of  territory  known  as  Essex  in  the  present 
day  and  also  Hertfordshire  in  the  year  238,  and 
added  to  his  dominion  shortly  afterward  the  prin- 
cipality of  North  Essex,  by  his  marriage  to  Serad- 
win,  its  heiress,  a princess  of  Eadda,  whence  in  still 
later  times  came  the  pendragon  kings  of  Uther’s 
royal  race,  among  whom  was  King  Arthur  of  the 
Round  Table. 

The  Coles  owned  land  in  Essex.  Wiltshire, 
Devonshire  and  Derbyshire  under  Edward  the 
Conqueror.  In  1616  one  James  Cole  lived  at  High- 
gate,  London.  He  was  a great  lover  of  plants  and 
flowers,  and  married  the  daughter  of  de  Lobel,  the 
celebrated  botanist  and  physician  of  James  I.,  from 
whom  the  plant  Lobelia  is  named.  The  Cole 
family  owned  lands  on  the  ridge  of  hills  called 
Highgate.  near  the  Kingston  line  [History  of 
Plymouth] . 

The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land branch  of  the  Cole  family  was  James  Cole, 
whose  wife  was  named  Mary.  His  children  were: 
James,  born  in  England  about  1626;  Hugh,  horn 
in  England  about  1627:  John,  and  Mary.  James 
Cole  is  mentioned  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  as  early 
as  1633,  when  he  became  a freeman  there.  Cole's 
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Hill,  where  “Plymouth  Rock’’  stands,  is  said  to 
have  taken  the  name  from  him.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  kept  an  inn  there  from  1638  to  1660,  and 
was  the  first  innkeeper  in  New  England.  In  1635 
Samuel  Cole  opened  the  first  house  of  entertain- 
ment in  Boston.  The  keeping  of  inns  seems  to 
have  been  a favorite  occupation  in  the  family,  the 
old  stage  coach  hostelry  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  known 
as  “Cole’s  Hotel,”  built  in  1760,  and  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1894,  being  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
hotels  in  Rhode  Island. 

(II)  Hugh  Cole  married  (first)  Mary  Fox- 
well,  daughter  of  Richard  Foxwell,  of  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  who  was  a tailor  by  trade.  Mr.  Cole’s  sec- 
ond wife  was  Elizabeth  (Lettice)  Cooke,  who  first 
married  William  Shurtliffe,  the  ancestor  of  Rev. 
Flavel  Shurtliffe,  who  was  at  one  time  a minister 
of  Warren,  R.  I.  He  was  killed  by  lightning,  and 
she  subsequently  married  Jacob  Cooke,  and  later 
Hugh  Cole.  For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Cole  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Morton,  who  was  a widow  Harlow 
when  she  married  Mr.  Morton;  and  Mary  Harlow 
was  an  ancestor  of  Anna  Cole  (the  mother  of  Abby 
and  Asenath  Cole)  through  James  Wilbur,  who 
was  a son  of  Daniel  Wilbur  and  Mary  Barnaby, 
she  a daughter  of  Ambrose  Barnaby,  who  was  a 
son  of  James  and  Joanna  (Harlow)  Barnaby.  By 
his  first  marriage  Flugh  Cole  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: James,  born  Nov.  8,  1655;  Hugh,  March 
15,  1658;  John,  May  15,  1660;  Martha,  April  16, 
1662;  Anna,  Oct.  14,  1664;  Ruth,  April  17,  1666; 
Joseph,  May  15,  1668;  Mary,  in  1676;  Ebenezer, 
in  1677;  and  Benjamin,  in  1678.  This  family  lived 
in  Swansea,  on  the  banks  of  Cole’s  river,  at  the 
site  of  the  railroad  station  for  many  years  known 
as  Cole’s  Station,  and  now  as  Touisset,  Mass. 
Hugh  Cole  was  a very  intimate  friend  of  King 
Philip,  and  on  the  eve  of  the  breaking  out  of  his 
war  King  Philip  sent  him  word  by  an  Indian  scout, 
telling  him  of  his  danger,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  protect  him  after  the  Indian  warriors 
were  on  the  warpath.  He  left  there,  taking  a boat 
with  his  household  goods,  and  went  down  the  river. 
He  had  not  gone  far  before  he  looked  back  and 
saw  his  house  burning.  He  seems  to  have  left 
this  farm  to  his  sons  Hugh  and  James,  and  he  later 
settled  on  the  Kickemuit  river.  Hugh  Cole  was 
deputy  from  Swansea  to  the  General  Court  at 
Ph’mouth  Colony  in  1673-74-75  and  1680  and 
1683-84-85-86-87. 

(III)  Ebenezer  Cole  married  Mehitable  Lu- 
ther, daughter  of  Elder  Samuel,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren: Ebenezer  (i),  born  Oct.  27,  1699,  who 
died  young;  Phebe,  born  Aug.  12,  1701;  Samuel, 
born  June  24,  1704,  who  married  Rachel  Salisbury, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Olmsby)  Salis- 
bury; Edward,  born  in  1706;  Martha,  born  March 
I,  1709;  Mary,  born  in  1711;  Anna,  born  July  3, 
1713;  Ebenezer  (2),  born  Oct.  27,  1715;  Ben- 
jamin, born  Feb.  3,  1717  (Benjamin  built  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Burrell  B.  Cole).  Mrs. 


Ebenezer  Cole  died  Nov.-  18,  1764,  and  Mr.  Cole 
died  Sept.  4,  1719. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Cole,  Jr.,  was  the  first  proprie- 
tor of  the  “Cole  Hotel”  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  one  of  the 
oldest  inns  in  Rhode  Island,  and  both  he  and  his 
brother  Benjamin  were  deacons  in  the  Baptist 
Church  in  that  town.  As  a family  the  Coles 
have  had  the  reputation  of  being  bon  vivants  and 
epicures. 

(IV’)  Samuel  Cole  married  Rachel  Salisbury, 
and  they  had  children  : Daniel,  born  Aug.  26,  1727, 
married  Amy  Bowen,  and  died  March  5,  1819; 
Phebe,  born  April  ii,  1730,  married  John  Short, 
and  died  in  1812;  Mary,  born  Oct.  2,  1732,  married 
Thomas  Kingsley,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1752.  This 
family  was  originally  of  Rehoboth,  then  in  Swan- 
sea, "Mass.  Rachel  (Salisbury)  Cole  was  born 
Aug.  12,  1706,  the  eleventh  child  of  William  Salis- 
bury, Jr.,  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  (Olmsby) 
Salisbury.  He  was  born  June  14,  1659,  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  and  his  first  wife  was  Anna,  daugh- 
ter of  Hugh  and  Mary  Cole. 

(V)  Daniel  Cole  married  Amy  Bowen,  daugh- 
ter of  Hezekiah  and  Elizabeth  (Landal)  Bowen. 
They  had  children;  Samuel,  born  Sept,  i,  1749; 
Landal,  Nov.  28,  1751;  Elijah,  Oct.  23,  1753  (died 
Oct.  23,  1754)  ; Mary,  Aug.  31,  1755,  who  married 
Caleb  Child,  and  was  the  mother  of  Capt.  Shuhael 
Child;  Daniel,  Aug.  8,  1757,  who  married  Zilpha 
Toogood,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Cole) 
Toogood ; Seth,  born  May  12,  1760;  Spencer,  born 
Sept.  12,  1762;  Rachel,  born  Nov.  16,  1766,  who 
married  Vlartin  Luther;  Jeremiah,  born  Oct.  18, 
1769,  who  died  of  yellow  fever;  and  Amey,  born 
July  24,  1772,  who  married  Elery  Wood. 

This  family  first  lived  in  a cottage  on  the  east 
side  of  the  road  leading  to  the  town  asylum  in 
Warren,  R.  I.  Daniel  Cole,  Sr.,  was  a commis- 
sioned officer  under  the  Crown,  but  threw  up  his 
commission  and  aided  the  cause  of  the  American 
Colonies.  He  was  a member  of  the  Alarm  Com- 
pany in  1779,  and  served  the  cause  of  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  from  1776  to  1783,  though  not  as 
an  enlisted  man. 

(VI)  Rachel  Cole  married  Martin  Luther,  and 
had  Elizabeth,  who  married  Benjamin  Miller  Bos- 
worth.  They  had  Orrin  Luther  Bosworth,  who 
married  Isabella  Judson  Essex.  They  had  Isa- 
bella Essex  Bosworth. 

(\T)  Seth  Cole,  born  May  12,  1760,  married 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Elenor  Nichols, 
of  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  and  granddaughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Elizabeth  (Nelson)  Nichols,  of  Middle- 
boro,  Mass.  Elizabeth  Nelson  was  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Hope  (Huckins)  Nelson,  and  Hope 
Huckins  was  a daughter  of  John  Huckins.  Thomas 
Nelson  was  standard  bearer  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  of  Boston,  IMass., 
in  1639.  S^th  and  Abigail  Cole  had  children  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  born  April  i,  1785;  Elijah, 
Feb.  16,  1788;  Andrew,  Nov.  25,  1791;  Isaiah, 
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July  i6,  1797;  Eleanor,  Oct.  22,  1801;  and  Mary 
Ann,  Oct.  22,  1801. 

Seth  Cole  was  a farmer  on  the  Hugh  Cole  place 
and  always  lived  there.  He  was  a thrifty,  success- 
ful man.  Though  outspoken  with  all  he  was  gen- 
erally liked.  He  was  much  interested  in  civil  mat- 
ters, and  public-spirited,  and  served  as  a sergeant 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a Six-Principle 
Paptist,  and  his  wife  was  a Calvinist  Baptist  of  the 
\\'arren  Church. 

(VII)  Is.viAH  Cole  married  in  October,  1831, 
Anna  Wilbur,  born  June  5,  1801,  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Sherman)  Wilbur.  They  had  chil- 
dren : Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  25,  1832,  died  May 
13.  1858;  Asenath  Wilbur,  born  March  9,  1834, 
died  May  30,  1903;  Abby  Anna  was  born  June  28, 
1838;  and  Daniel,  born  Eeb.  10,  1845,  died  Nov. 
18,  1869. 

Isaiah  Cole  was  a shoemaker  in  his  younger 
days,  and  carried  on  his  trade  at  the  corner  just 
north  of  where  Miss  Cole  now  lives.  He  worked 
for  Providence  firms  and  the  last  of  his  work  was 
done  for  Owen  Mason.  On  account  of  a partial 
failure  of  eyesight  he  gave  up  his  trade  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  continued  farming  for  the  balance  of  his 
life.  All  of  his  married  life  was  spent  in  the 
house  in  which  his  children  have  since  lived.  He 
was  a careful,  conservative,  thoughtful,  business 
man,  and  was  successful,  being  ranked  among  the 
prosperous  men  of  his  community.  He  was  a home 
man  and  a model  citizen  in  every  way,  kind,  gener- 
ous, honest,  industrious  and  wholly  devoid  of  cant 
or  hypocrisy.  In  his  domestic  life  he  was  affection- 
ate and  kind  and  a true  friend,  and  he  was  a loyal 
citizen.  He  served  as  sergeant  in  the  Dorr  “Re- 
bellion,” in  a company  from  Warren.  He  was  a 
colonel  in  the  Rhode  Island  militia  from  Bristol 
county,  and  was  always  much  interested  in  military 
matters.  He  used  to  say  that  if  West  Point 
Academy  had  been  established  in  his  younger  days 
he  would  have  liked  to  enter  it.  In  politics  he  was 
a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  ancl  always  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  his  party,  and  he  served 
twenty  years  as  a member  of  the  town  council, 
his  associates  being  Judge  Levi  Hail,  John  R. 
Wheaton  and  Thomas  Williams.  Mr.  Cole  at- 
tended the  Calvinist  Baptist  Church  of  Warren. 
He  passed  away  Jan.  21,  1864,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  Nov.  7,  1876. 

( \TII)  Daniel  Cole  was  born  Feb.  10,  1845, 
son  of  Isaiah  and  Anna  (Wilbur)  Cole.  He  was 
fitted  for  college  at  the  Warren  high  school  under 
the  tuition  of  Principal  Isaac  F.  Cady,  who  was 
a graduate  of  Brown,  of  the  class  of  1845. 

Cole  entered  Brown  University,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1867,  as 
salutatorian  of  his  class,  Freeborn  Coggeshall,  Jr., 
being  the  valedictorian.  These  two  young  men 
were  strong  friends  and  companions,  and  both  died 
young.  Mr.  Cole’s  roommates  were  John  M.  Eng- 


lish, of  Newton  Seminary,  and  Judge  Gaskill.  Im- 
mediately after  leaving  college  he  was  employed 
as  the  principal  of  the  Leland  and  Gray  Seminary, 
in  Townshend,  Vt.,  where  he  spent  nearly  a year. 
In  September,  1868,  he  was  appointed  principal  of 
the  English  & Classical  High  School  in  Walpole, 
Mass.,  and  was  engaged  in  the  successful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  that  situation  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  Nov.  18,  1869,  when  he  was 
aged  twenty-four  years  and  nine  months.  As  a 
-scholar  his  collegiate  rank  was  second  in  his  class, 
and  his  brief  career  was  bright  with  the  .promise 
of  high  character  and  honorable  distinction. 

THOMAS  LYON  SPENCER,  in  his  lifetime 
one  of  the  leading  merchants  and  a substantial  busi- 
ness man  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  was  a repre- 
sentative in  the  sixth  generation  of  an  old  New 
England  family,  the  progenitor  of  which  was  John 
Spencer.  The  line  of  descent  to  Thomas  Lyon  is 
shown  by  Roman  numerals. 

(I)  John  Spencer,  born  April  20,  1666,  the 
first  of  the  name  in  America,  was  a Deputy  between 
1699  and  1729,  justice  of  the  peace  in  1714,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  from  1712  to  1729.  He 
died  in  1743.  He  was  a descendant  of  the  Spen- 
cers of  Bedfordshire,  England.  About  1692  he 
married  Audrey  Green,  and  they  had  two  children, 
viz.;  (i)  John,  born  June  10,  1693,  who  married 
(first)  Sept.  13,  1716,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Welthan  (Green)  Fry,  and  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Fry;  and  (2)  William. 

(II)  William  Spencer  was  born  May  15,  1695. 
He  married  May  10,  1716,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elnathan  (Whipple)  Rice,  of  Warwick. 
They  had  two  children:  (i)  John,  born  Jan.  25, 
1717,  who  married  Dec.  22,  1737,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Alercy  (Nichols)  Coggeshall;  and 
(2)  Richard. 

(III)  Richard  Spencer,  born  March  16,  1718, 
married  a wife  whose  Christian  name  was  Hannah, 
and,  according  to  the  records,  had  only  one  son, 
John. 

(IV)  John  Spencer,  born  Oct.  7,  1737,  married 
on  Christmas  Day,  1760,  Experience  Lyon,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Lyon,  of  Coventry.  Their  children 
were;  John,  born  Oct.  9,  1761,  who  married  in 
1784  Hope,  daughter  of  Daniel  Pierce;  and  Sim- 
mons. 

(V)  Simmons  Spencer,  born  June  23,  1766, 
became  captain  of  a merchant  vessel  plying  between 
East  Greenwich  and  southern  ports.  He  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  II,  1790,  by  Elder  Lippitt,  to  Ruth, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Miller,  of  Warwick.  Their 
children  were:  John,  born  July  il,  1795:  Richard. 
Feb.  II,  1798;  Almy,  in  1800;  Nathan,  in  1802;  and 
Thomas  Lyon. 

(VI)  Thomas  Lyon  Spencer  was  born  June 
25,  1809,  in  East  Greenwich,  where  he  received 
his  education  and  was  reared  to  manhood.  When 
a young  man  he  went  into  the  boot  and  shoe  manu- 
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facturing  business  in  East  Greenwich,  which  he 
conducted,  also  retailing,  for  many  years.  In  fact 
this  line  of  business  occupied  his  entire  business 
career,  which  ended  in  1890,  when  he  retired.  Mr. 
Spencer  was  one  of  the  old  time  merchants  of 
East  Greenwich,  with  a wide  acquaintance,  and  a 
reputation  for  honorable  and  straightforward  deal- 
ings that  was  not  surpassed  by  any  merchant  or 
business  man  of  his  time.  As  a citizen  he  was  pub- 
lic-spirited, and  took  a keen  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  town,  exerting  a wholesome  influence 
toward  the  spiritual  betterment  of  the  community. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  took  a very  ac- 
tive part  in  church  work.  He  served  as  trustee 
and  steward  in  the  church  for  many  years.  In  po- 
litical and  public  affairs  he  took  the  interest  of  a 
good  citizen,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council  for  a number  of  terms.  He  never  aspired 
to  public  office,  his  service  in  that  respect  being 
prompted  by  his  opinion  of  a citizen’s  duty.  His 
sympathy  in  State  and  national  matters  was  in- 
variably with  the  Republican  party.  His  well  pre- 
served condition  attested  to  his  being  a man  of 
regular  and  temperate  habits.  Highly  respected 
and  with  an  honorable  reputatioir  as  a business  man 
and  citizen  Mr.  Spencer  passed  away  Aug.  17, 
1895,  and  is  buried  in  the  East  Greenwich  Ceme- 
tery, by  the  side  of  his  wife  who  preceded  him  to 
the  beyond  by  many  years. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  married  iSIay  7,  1835,  to  Miss 
Sarah  H.  Bateman  of  East  Greenwich,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Alice  (Pierce)  Bateman.  Benjamin 
Bateman  was  the  son  of  Hector  Bateman,  of  English 
descent,  who  probably  settled  in  Coventry  on  his 
emigration  to  Rhode  Island.  From  the  “History 
of  Newport  County,”  edited  in.  1888  by  Richard 
M.  Bayles,  it  appears  that  Hector  was  the  son 
of  Lord  William  Henry  Bateman,  of  Castle  Hill, 
of  Herefordshire,  England.  There  were  two  other 
sons  born  to  Hector,  viz. : William,  who  settled  in 
Newport  county,  and  was  the  father  of  Seth  V. 
and  Luther ; and  Thomas,  who  settled  in  Kent 
county,  as  did  his  brother  Benjamin. 

Alice  Pierce,  who  married  Benjamin  Bateman, 
was  the  child  of  John  and  Alice  Pierce.  It  was 
this  John  Pierce  who  deeded  the  land  on  which 
is  located  the  courthouse  in  East  Greenwich,  the 
transfer  being  made  at  the  time  when  there  was 
a bill  introduced  to  annex  the  county  of  Kent  to 
the  county  of  Providence. 

Sarah  H.  (Bateman)  Spencer  passed  away 
March  12,  1871.  The  children  of  Thomas  L. 
and  Sarah  H.  ( Bateman)  Spencer  were  as  fol- 
lows; Thomas  L.  S.,  who  died  IMarch  8,  1871; 
and  Ruth  Miller,  born  March  23,  1838,  in  East 
Greenwich. 

Ruth  Miller  Spencer  was  educated  in  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  then  called  Providence  Con- 
ference Seminary,  being  graduated  in  June,  i860. 
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after  which  she  taught  for  some  years  in  the  gram- 
mar department  of  the  East  Greenwich  Schools. 
On  June  22,  1886,  she  was  married  to  Stephen 
Burlingame,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Co- 
ventry, R.  L,  1819,  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Celia 
(Fisk)  Burlingame. 

Stephen  Burlingame  passed  his  boyhood  days 
on  his  father’s  farm.  He  himself  managed  a 
farm  in  that  town  during  his  earlier  manhood 
but  in  the  fifties  he  e.xchanged  this  property  for 
some  in  East  Greenwich,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  except  for  a few  years 
in  Randolph,  N.  Y.  Returning  to  East  Green- 
wich from  the  latter  place  he  lived  retired  there- 
after. His  death  occurred  Nov.  15,  1890,  after  a 
long,  useful  and  well  spent  life.  Mr.  Burlingame 
was  always  active  in  politics.  He  was  a number  of 
times  a member  of  the  town  council,  chosen  by  the 
Republican,  and  was  also  during  Gov.  Burnside's 
term  elected  to  a seat  in  the  Legislature  where  he 
represented  his  constituents  most  efficiently.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Coventry. 
Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Burlingame  has 
lived  a quiet  life,  devoting  a great  portion  of  Jier 
time  to  religious  and  charitable  endeavor.  She  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  her. 

SMITH.  For  generations  Washington  county, 
R.  I.,  has  been  the  home  of  members  of  the  Smith 
family,  an  old  and  respected  one  in  this  State. 
In  general  they  have  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  have  been  known  as  steady,  stm'dy, 
reliable  and  upright  men. 

James  Smith  was  a successful  miller  in  Glen 
Rock,  Kingston,  Washington  county,  R.  I.,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  that  section.  Of  his  large 
family,  nine  of  whom  were  boys,  many  moved  to 
Newport  county,  and  established  the  family  there 
also.  James  Smith  married,  in  his  native  home, 
Joanna  Sheldon,  and  she  bore  him  nine  boys  and 
three  girls:  Jonathan,  Gardner,  Vernon,  Isaac, 

Norris,  William,  John,  James,  Palmer,  Elizabeth, 
Susan  and  Abbie. 

Jonathan  Smith  was  born  at  Glen  Rock,  April 
24,  1780.  When  a young  man  he  moved  to  New- 
port county,  located  in  Middletown,  and  was  there 
joined  by  his  brothers.  He  owned  considerable 
land  and  was  a life-long  farmer.  He  exhibited  the 
fine  qualities  of  his  family,  and  was  a good  citizen, 
model  husband  and  father  and  helpful  neighbor. 
While  still  in  middle  life  he  died  on  his  farm 
Aug.  17,  1834,  aged  fifty-four  years.  Pie  was 
buried  in  Middletown  cemetery.  Twice  married, 
by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Wyatt,  of  Middletown, 
he  had  four  children,  namely : Elizabeth,  who 
died  Nov.  12,  1825;  Sarah  Ann;  Mehitabel ; and 
James.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith  died  July  ii,  1815, 
aged  thirty-five  years.  Mr.  Smith  took  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Sarah  Leach,  who  survived  him  until 
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Aug.  16,  1853,  dying  when  seventy-one  years  old. 
She  bore  him  three  children:  Joanna,  who  married 
Alden  Barker;  John  G. ; and  Lucy. 

John  G.  Smith  was  born  on  the  Middletown 
farm  Aug.  7,  1821,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
of  that  place,  and  also  for  a short  time  the  New- 
port school.  His  studies  were  confined  to  the  win- 
ter seasons,  and  during  the  summers  he  helped  his 
father  on  the  farm.  When  only  twelve  years  of 
age  he  went  to  sea,  and  in  the  nine  years  he  spent 
on  the  ocean  he  rose  to  be  first  mate  and  sailed  to 
many  foreign  ports.  After  giving  up  the  sea  he 
returned  home  and  again  took  up  farming,  on  the 
property  now  owned  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Peck- 
ham.  He  died  there  Nov.  28,  1889,  and  was 
buried  in  Middletown  cemetery.  He  was  a man 
well  known  and  highly  respected  for  his  honorable 
life,  while  his  genial  nature  won  him  many 
friends.  In  politics  he  was  a good  Republican,  but 
not  an  active  one.  He  was  a member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  and  was  a true 
Christian.  He  was  married  in  Middletown,  in 
November,  1845,  to  Elizabeth  A.  Peckham,  born 
on  the  old  Peckham  homestead,  Nov.  19,  1823, 
daughter  of  Whlliam  and  Ann  (Smith)  Peckham, 
and  granddaughter  of  John  R.  Peckham.  She 
died  r^lay  8,  1882,  leaving  the  memory  of  a noble 
Christian  life.  Her  five  children  were  born  as 
follows:  Francis  W'ayland,  May  5,  1847;  Wil- 
liam Myron,  Sept.  18,  1852;  Clinton  G.,  June  26, 
1856;  Orlando  M.,  May  4,  1858;  and  Lida  War- 
ren, March  9,  1863  (who  married  Philip  Peckham, 
and ’lives  on  her  father’s  old  farm).  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  IMr.  Smith  married  Mrs.  Hannah 
Fldridge,  a widow  from  Somerville,  IMass.  She 
died  in  1898. 

Clinton  Granger  Smith  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old.  Then  he  and  his  brother,  Wil- 
liam M.,  rented  a seventy-five-acre  tract,  and  for 
seven  years  engaged  there  in  partnership  in  general 
farming  and  a dairy  business.  In  1883  they  bought 
twenty-four  acres  on  Green  End  avenue.  Middle- 
town,  and  continued  together  until  1890,  when 
Clinton  C.  bought  out  his  brother’s  interest  and  has 
since  been  in  business  alone.  He  has  added 
seventeen  acres  from  the  Bull  farm,  and  carries  on 
an  extensive  dairy  business,  owning  a large  number 
of  Jersey  cattle.  He  has  made  many  improve- 
ments, for  he  is  cnteriirising  and  ])rogressive,  and 
these  ([ualities,  together  witli  his  industry  and  hon- 
estv,  have  brought  him  alnmdant  success.  ( )f  a 
domestic  nature,  he  has  been  a good  husband  and 
father,  and  in  his  religious  views  he  is  hl)eral.  In 
jiolitical  y)rincii)le  he  is  a Reyniblican  l)ut  docs  not 
desire  office. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  on  'riianksgiving  Day. 
Nov.  27,  1890,  in  Boston,  to  ]’'ranccs  Slocum  How- 
land, born  in  Middletown,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  B.  and  Elizabeth  W.  (Taggart)  Howland. 
Her  father  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 


(Harper)  Howland,  and  her  mother’s  father  was 
Joseph  Taggart.  IMrs.  Smith  is  deeply  interested 
in  her  genealogical  history,  and  has  a complete  rec- 
ord of  the  Plowland  family  left  her  by  fier  mother. 

Mr.  Howland  died  in  1878,  and  his  wife  in  1890. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  a woman  of  much  strength  of  char- 
acter, and  is  devoted  to  her  home.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Jamaica 
Plain,  Boston.  Her  two  children  are:  Alden 
Barker,  born  Sept.  27,  1891 ; and  John  Howland, 
Aug.  21,  1893. 

Isaac  Smith,  son  of  James  and*  brother  of 
Jonathan,  was  another  of  the  family  who  was  born 
in  Glen  Rock,  but  moved  in  early  life  to  Newport 
county,  where  he  located  on  a farm  in  Portsmouth, 
and  later  in  Middletown,  near  the  East  Main  road 
on  the  Valley  Road.  He  owned  100  acres  there 
and  lived  on  it  from  1822  until  his  death  Oct. 

9,  1854.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  was  buried  in  the  Friends’  cemetery 
in  Newport.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig.  Isaac 
Smith  was  married  in  1816  to  Lydia  Barker,  who 
was  born  Sept.  14,  1797,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1829, 
being  buried  in  the  Friends’  cemetery  in  Newport. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : William,  born 
June  I,  1818,  who  married  Mary  Dunbar  Barker, 
and  is  still  living,  residing  on  Paradise  avenue, 
Middletown ; Henry,  born  in  1820,  deceased  in 
October,  1881  ; Daniel  Baker,  born  in  1823,  de- 
ceased Sept.  27,  1871 ; and  Sarah  R.,  who  married 
Charles  H.  Hazard.  ! 

Daniel  Baker  Smith,  youngest  son  of  Isaac, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Sept.  23,  1823,  and  j 
made  farming  his  life  calling.  He  operated  a farm 
known  as  the  Highland  farm,  and  now  owned  by 
Charles  H.  Ward.  He  was  an  active  man  in  his 
day,  in  public  affairs,  and  still  more  in  church  mat- 
ters, being  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Middletown.  He  was  married  in  that 
town  to  Maria  Brown,  born  there  Aug.  18,  1826, 
daughter  of  Abram  Brown,  and  they  had  three 
children  : Lydia  Barker,  who  married  Joseph  L. 
Chace,  of  Middletown;  Isaac  E.,  of  Middletown; 
and  Ruth  IM.,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Ward.  Mr. 
Smith  died  Sept.  27,  1871,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Middletown  cemetery,  while  his  wife  died  Feb. 

21,  1897,  when  seventy-one  years  of  age.  Her 
home  had  been  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ward, 
who  cared  for  her  during  her  last  years. 

'riLLINGHAST.  One  of  the  families  of  New 
England  which  has  for  generations  been  prominent 
in  many  walks  of  life  is  that  of  Tillinghast,  whose 
reyrresentatives  have  ever  been  identified  with  pro- 
gressive citizenship,  loyal  adherence  to  duty  and  , 

high  religious  influences  since  its  founder  m : 

America  made  his  home  here  in  1645.  IMuch  of  | 

the  history  of  this  noted  family  can  be  found  in  j 

the  records  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  the  localities 
in  which  its  members  have  lived,  for,  from  the  first 
American  ancestor,  who  became  the  yiastor  of  the 
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first  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  and  the  builder 
of  the  first  meeting-house  of  that  denomination  in 
the  Colonies,  down  to  the  esteemed  living  repre- 
sentatives of  the  family,  they  have  been  almost 
without  exception  active  in  the  work  of  that  re- 
ligious body. 

(1)  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast,  the  ancestor  of 
the  family,  was  born  at  Seven  Clififs,  near  Beachy 
Head  (now  Eastbourne),  Sussex,  England,  in 
1622,  and  became,  according  to  tradition,  a soldier 
in  Cromwell’s  army.  He  came  to  New  England 
in  1645  settled  at  Providence,  where  he  was 
admitted  a resident  of  the  town,  with  a quarter 
interest  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  Provi- 
dence Purchase.  From  1678  until  his  death,  Jan. 
29,  1717,  in  his  ninety-sixth  year.  Pardon  Tilling- 
hast preached  and  performed  the  ministerial  office 
in  the  church  in  Providence  without  remuneration. 
In  1700,  at  his  own  expense,  a house  of  worship 
.was  built  near  the  southwest  corner  of  North  Main 
and  Smith  streets,  nearly  opposite  the  foot  of  Star 
street,  which  in  1711  he  deeded  to  the  church  with 
the. lot  upon  which  it  stood.  He  was  the  most 
prominent  merchant  of  the  town  in  his  time  and 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  hold  public  offices. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  surname  of  his  first 
wife  being  Butterworth,  and  his  second  being 
Lydia  Taber,  by  whom  he  had  children : Lydia, 
Pardon,  Philip,  Benjamin,  Abigail,  Joseph,  Mercy, 
Hannah  and  Elizabeth.  To  the  first  marriage  were 
born : Sarah,  John  and  Mary. 

(H)  Pardon  Tillinghast,  son  of  Rev.  Pardon, 
was  born  Feb.  16,  1668,  in  Providence,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  then  removed  to  East 
Greenwich,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  died 
in  1743.  He  married  (first)  Mary,  born  in  1670, 
daughter  of  George  Keech,  and  - she  died  Feb.  7, 
1726.  His  second  wife’s  name  was  Sarah.  His 
children  were : jMary,  Philip,  John,  Joseph,  Mercy 
and  Pardon. 

(HI)  John  Tillinghast,  son  of  Pardon,  married 
(first)  April  8,  1714,  Anne,  (second)  about  1719 
Phebe  Greene,  (third)  Ann,  and  (perhaps) 
(fourth)  Abigail  Thomas.  John  Tillinghast,  like 
I his  father  before  him,  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
1 pursuits.  After  residing  for  some  years  in  East 
I Greenwich  he  removed  to  W'est  Greenwich,  and 
there  died  in  October,  1770.  His  children : Amey, 
Mary  and  Pardon  were  born  to  the  first  marriage ; 
John,  Ann,  Welthia,  Lydia,  Benjamin  and  Charles 
; to  the  second ; Thomas  and  Joseph  to  the  third  ; 
j and  Phebe  to  the  fourth. 

I (IV)  Charles  Tillinghast,  son  of  John  and 
i Phebe,  was  born  April  5,  1729,  at  East  Green- 
' wich.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Mercy  Greene, 
who  was  born  in  1729,  and  died  in  1759.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  Abigail  Allen,  born  in  1732, 
died  in  1792.  Charles  Tillinghast  located  at  North 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  about  the  time  of  his  first  mar- 
j riage,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  lived  at 
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Quidnesett,  R.  L,  where  he  located  about  1771.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  for  independence  he  was 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  an  officer  to 
secure  soldiers  and  arms  for  Washington’s  army, 
then  gathering  near  Boston.  In  this  way  he  be- 
came a marked  character,  and  one  evening  some 
masked  Tories  broke  into  his  house  after  he  and 
his  family  had  retired,  took  Charles  from  his  bed 
without  permitting  him  time  to  dress,  hurried  him  to 
a boat,  and  conveyed  him  to  prison  on  Block  Island, 
where  he  died  in  November,  1775,  seventeen  days 
after  capture,  of  injuries  inflicted  by  his  enemies. 
The  children  born  to  this  noble  patriot  were; 
By  the  first  marriage — John,  born  at  North  Kings- 
town in  1757,  also  died  at  the  hands  of  the  Tories 
in  November,  1775 ; Charles,  born  in  1758,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Talbot,  and  died  Oct.  10,  1791 ; Alercy, 
born  in  1759,  married  Capt.  George  Spooner,  who 
lost  his  life  at  sea ; by  the  second  marriage — Deacon 
Pardon,  born  in  1765;  Elder  Joseph,  born  Feb. 
10,  1767,  died  in  Vohmtown,  Conn.,  March  13, 
1815,  married  Sarah  Gorton;  Phebe,  born  Sept. 
15,  1769,  married  Simon  James,  and  died  May  3, 
1848;  Col.  Allen,  born  in  1772,  married  Ruth  Lewis, 
and  died  Aug.  18,  1843;  Amy,  born  May  5,  1774, 
died  July  4,  1834,  married  Joseph  Nichols. 

(V)  Deacon  Pardon  Tillinghast,  son  of 
Charles,  was  born  in  North  Kingstown,  June  8, 
1765,  and  died  Nov.  20,  1816,  at  West  Green- 
wich. By  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  He  was 
for  many  years  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
On  Dec.  18,  1785,  he  married  IMary  Sweet,  daugh- 
ter of  Sylvester  Sweet,  born  Oct.  2,  1770,  at  Exeter, 
R.  I.,  died  Aug.  19,  1854.  Their  children  were: 
Charles,  born  Sept.  16,  1787,  passed  his  later  years 
in  Griswold,  Conn.,  engaged  in  farming;  Susan, 
born  Sept.  13,  1789,  married  an  Avery;  Sylvester, 
born  July  24,  1792,  is  mentioned  further  on;  IMary, 
born  March  28,  1794,  married  James  Tillinghast; 
Allen,  born  May  26,  1796,  resided  in  Greenwich; 
Pardon,  born  April  i,  1798,  was  a resident  of 
Killingly,  Conn.;  Joseph,  born  April  26,  1800,  re- 
sided in  West  Greenwich,  and  later  in  Sterling, 
Conn.;  Abbie,  born  May  13,  1802,  married  (first) 
Pardon  Bates  and  (second)  a Mr.  Bowen,  and 
died  at  Killingly,  Conn. ; Tabitha,  born  Sept.  7, 
1804,  married  (first)  Allen  James  and  (second) 
Josiah  Love,  of  Coventry,  R.  1. ; Phoebe,  born  Aug. 
7,  1806,  married  Caleb  Tillinghast,  and  resided  in 
Plainfield,  Conn.;  Thomas,  born  April  19,  1810, 
married  (first)  Mary  Howard,  (second)  Laura 
Kinne  and  (third)  Sarah  Dawley  (he  carried  on  a 
farming  and  sawmill  business,  for  forty  years  was 
a minister  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  died  in  Gris- 
wold, Conn.,  in  1871)  ; Elder  John,  born  Oct.  12, 
1812,  served  in  the  Baptist  Church  for  almost  fifty 
years,  much  of  this  time  in  M'est  Greenwich,  but 
died  in  Coventry. 

" (VT)  Sylvester  Tillinghast,  son  of  Deacon 
Pardon,  was  born  July  24,  1792,  and  was  a farmer 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1778 


of  West  Greenwich.  Later  he  removed  to  Vohin- 
town,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  for  a few  years, 
bnt  in  time  returned  to  ^^■est  Greenwich,  which  was 
his  place  of  residence  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  killed  in  a runaway  accident  \vhile  driving 
in  \'oluntown,  Jan.  5,  1858,  and  was  buried  in  West 
Greenwich.  He  married  iNlary  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Benedict  and  Rebecca  (Talbot)  Johnson,  and 
she  survived  him,  dying  Oct.  13,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  For  many  years  Mrs.  Tilling- 
hast  had  been  blind,  and  for  the  nine  years  previous 
to  her  death  had  made  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Austin,  at  Plainfield,  Conn.  She  and  her 
husband  had  the  following  children  : Daniel ; Eliza 
Fox,  who  married  Archibald  Greene,  a farmer, 
and  removed  to  Connecticut,  where  she  died  Dec. 
25.  1880,  aged  sixty-three  years;  Hannah,  widow 
of  Colonel  Austin,  residing  in  Providence  at  an 
old  age ; Aurilla,  who  married  Giles  Spencer,  a me- 
chanic. and  resided  at  East  Greenwich,  where  she 
died  Dec.  28,  1899,  aged  seventy-six  years;  and 
Rebecca,  who  married  Seth  Wilcox,  and  died  in 
Griswold,  Conn.,  Jan.  28,  i88r,  aged  fifty-three 
years. 

(\TI)  Daniel  Tillinghast,  son  of  Sylvester, 
was  born  Oct.  29,  1815,  in  Voluntown,  Conn. 
Much  of  his  early  life  was  spent  in  West  Green- 
wich. He  was  engaged  as  a dealer  and  speculator 
in  lumber  and  resided  in  dift'erent  places  in  that 
section  of  Rhode  Island  and  in  eastern  Connecticut. 
At  one  time  he  and  Oliver  Waterman  and  Emanuel 
Rice  had  a contract  with  the  Hartford,  Providence 
& Fishkill  Railroad  Company,  whereby  they  fur- 
nished each  vear  five  thousand  cords  of  firewood. 
He  was  the  first  railroad  agent  at  Greene  and  held 
the  position  for  a few  years.  He  was  also  occupied 
for  some  thirty-five  years  as  a public  auctioneer. 
iMr.  Tillinghast  was  a most  active  and  enterprising 
man,  a leading  spirit  and  prominent  in  his  com- 
munity. In  his  early  life  he  was  a Democrat, 
but  during  the  Civil  war,  and  for  five  years  there- 
after he  sui)])orted  the  Republican  party,  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  returning  to  the  Democratic  ranks. 
For  some  eighteen  years  he  was  moderator  of  town 
meetings  in  West  Greenwich.  His  religious  con- 
nections were  with  the  I’lain  ^Meeting  House 
(Baptist)  at  \\’est  Greenwich.  Mr.  Tillinghast  was 
a man  of  very  regular  habits  throughout  life,  and 
though  he  reached  an  advanced  age  he  retained  his 
faculties  to  the  last,  remaining  active  until  his 
tleath,  iSIay  17,  1906,  at  Greene,  which  i)lace  had 
l)een  his  residence  during  the  last  twenty-two  years 
of  his  life.  He  was  buried  in  a i)rivate  yard  at  the 
homestead  in  West  Greenwich. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  was  married  first)  in  1835  to 
Alma,  daughter  of  Silas  Waite.  She  died  in  1879, 
and  he  married  (second)  Cynthia  A.  Johnson,  who 
survives  him.  His  children,  all  of  whom  were  horn 
to  the  first  marriage  and  lived  to  adult  age.  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Rhoda  .\.  married  (first)  Benja- 
min Barber,  (second)  I'rancis  Blanding  and 


(third)  iMarcus  Conners,  and  died  April  12,  1905, 
at  West  Greenwich.  (2)  Henry  C.  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  James  and  (second)  Mrs.  Annie  E. 
(Lewis)  \Mlentine.  He  was  a farmer,  and  resided 
for  many  years  on  the  homestead  in  West  Green- 
wich, but  later  removed  to  Chartley,  Mass.,  and 
now  lives  retired.  (3)  Sylvester,  who  married 
Mary  Ann  Potter,  was  a carpenter,  and  resided  at 
Greene,  where  he  died  in  August,  1903.  (4)  Abel 

G.,  a carpenter,  builder  and  real  estate  dealer  of 
Edgewood,  married  Sarah  E.  Stone.  (5)  Mason 
W.  (6)  Susan  H.,  the  widow  of  Gardner  Wilcox, 
resides  at  Greene.  (7)  Aurilla  Jane  married  (first) 
James  Tillinghast  and  (second)  Moses  G.  Leonard, 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Putnam,  Conn.  (8) 
Lloyd  A.  married  (first)  Sarah  L.  Corey  and  (sec- 
ond) Laura  IM.  Carr.  He  resides  in  Providence, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business. 
(9)  Emeline,  a resident  of  Greene,  is  the  widow 
of  Joseph  L.  Ripley,  who  was  a well  known  mer- 
chant of  Providence  for  many  years. 

(VIII)  Mason  W.  Tillinghast,  son  of 
Daniel,  and  for  many  years  proprietor  of  the  lead- 
ing restaurant  of  Providence,  was  born  June  29, 
1841,  in  Coventry,  and  his  early  life  was  passed 
in  that  town  and  West  Greenwich.  He  received 
a common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  permanently  located  at  Provi- 
dence, where  for  the  following  eight  years  he 
worked  at  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker.  He  then 
became  associated  with  his  father-in-law,  William 
E.  Arnold,  in  the  restaurant  business,  a few  years 
later  becoming  sole  owner  of  the  business,  in  which 
he  continued  alone  about  twenty-four  years,  when 
he  disposed  of  it.  Oct.  i,  1900,  to  Benjamin  Mum- 
ford,  and  now  lives  retired.  Eor  eighteen  years 
Mr.  Tillinghast  was  located  at  No.  12  Weybosset 
street,  where  the  Banigan  building  now  stands, 
removing  from  there  in  1895,  when  the  building 
was  torn  down  to  make  room  for  the  new  block, 
to  No.  no  Westminster  street,  where  the  business 
has  since  been  located.  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  not 
only  popular  and  well  known  but  also  very  success- 
ful in  his  line,  his  place  of  business  being  the  lead- 
ing one  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  and  patronized  by 
the  best  class  of  trade.  He  was  a self-made  man, 
and  retired  from  business  with  a comfortable  com- 
petence. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  married  (first)  Laura  M.  Ar- 
nold, of  Providence,  daughter  of  William  E.  and 
Lucy  A.  (Cottrell)  Arnold.  Mrs.  Tillinghast  died 
Jan.  12,  1903,  the  mother  of  one  son,  William  M., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months.  Mr.  Til- 
linghast married  (second)  Eeb.  4,  1904,  Mary  C. 
Perkins,  who  was  born  in  North  Scituate,  daugh- 
ter of  John  V.  and  Charlotte  E.  (Tucker)  Per- 
kins, but  who  has  been  a resident  of  Providence 
from  childhood. 

In  his  political  affiliations  iMr.  Tillinghast  is 
a Republican.  He  has  always  declined  offers  of 
public  office,  being  quiet  and  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
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and  has  always  preferred  his  home  to  clubs  or  fra- 
ternal organizations.  When  a young  man  he  united 
with  the  Plain  ^Meeting  House  (Baptist)  in  West 
Greenwich,  and  he  has  been  a member  of  that 
church  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Tilling- 
hast  are  greatly  esteemed  by  a wide  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. 

GEORGE  J.  WEST.  When  in  a lawyer  great 
forensic  ability  is  united  to  a capacity  for  untir- 
ing labor  and  research  as  well  as  to  a highly  re- 
tentive memory,  there  is  almost  no  height  in  his 
profession  to  which  such  a man  may  not  attain. 
The  late  George  J.  West,  of  Providence,  combined 
all  these  qualities,  and  by  virtue  thereof  won  his 
way  by  rapid  strides,  till  he  stood  without  a peer 
in  his  State,  or  probably  in  New  England. 

Air.  West  was  born  Sept.  19,  1852,  in  Provi- 
dence, son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Cavanaugh) 
West.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  was  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1876.  From  college  he  entered  the  Law 
School  of  Boston  University.  Graduating  in  1878, 
he  opened  an  office  and  commenced  practice  in 
Providence.  Later  his  brothers,  Ambrose  E.  (who 
died  in  1895)  and  Thomas  F.,  were  associated 
with  him. 

Mr.  West  early  established  a reputation  as  an 
advocate  of  superior  ability,  and  especially  in  the 
department  of  criminal  law  he  soon  won  a position 
and  fame  which  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of 
his  profession.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  midst  of  a brilliant  career  full  of 
even  greater  future  promise,  he  was  universally 
recognized  as  the  foremost  criminal  lawyer  of 
Rhode  Island,  if  not  of  New  England,  although 
his  practice  did  not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
own  State.  His  talents  and  abilities  were  not 
confined,  however,  to  the  criminal  branch  of  his 
profession,  as  in  all  respects  he  was  a persistent 
student,  widely  read  and  possessing  an  amazing 
fund  of  general  information,  an  acute  lawyer,  and 
a brilliant  and  magnetic  advocate.  Before  a jury, 
he  had  few  equals  and  no  superiors,  and  even 
among  his  competitors  in  the  legal  profession,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  many  that  he  was  without  a 
peer  in  the  art  of  fascinating  and  capturing  the 
twelve  men  that  are  selected  to  render  a decision 
in  matters  of  litigation. 

One  of  the  first  noted  criminal  trials  in  which 
Mr.  West  figured  was  that  of  the  notorious 
"‘Spiker”  Aiurphy,  who  was  sentenced  to  a life 
term  in  the  Rhode  Island  State  Prison  at  Crans- 
ton. His  opponent  on  the  side  of  the  State  was 
Judge  Horatio  Rogers,  then  Attorney-general,  and 
Judge  Rogers  asserted  that  a harder  fight  for  the 
acquittal  of  a prisoner  was  never  made  within  his 
experience.  The  skill,  ingenuity,  and  forensic  ability 
displayed  by  Mr.  West  in  that  case  astonished 
members  of  the  Bar,  who  until  then  were  not  aware 
of  his  mental  stature  or  his  grasp  of  his  vocation. 


He  stepped  into  celebrity  at  once.  Mr.  West  again 
came  into  prominence  in  his  defense  of  “Yankee" 
Dan  Sullivan,  recently  paroled  from  the  State 
Prison,  and  was  defeated  in  that  case  only  because 
Sullivan  made  a fatal  admission,  or  stumble,  on 
the  witness  stand.  Mr.  West’s  victories  won  in 
the  trials  of  Ernest  Whitaker  and  Dr.  Hale  are 
fresh  in  the  recollections  of  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  the  latter  case,  particularly,  did  his 
superb  accomplishments  and  wonderful  fertility 
of  mind  undergo  a most  telling  exemplification. 
The  doctors  on  the  side  of  the  prosecution  con- 
fessed they  never  encountered  so  dangerous  a 
cross-questioner,  or  one  who  seemed  to  know  the 
medical  books  from  Alpha  to  Omega  as  he  did. 

One  of  his  cases  was  the  famous  Burnham  case 
against  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 
railroad,  in  which  he  got  four  successive 
verdicts,  for  $7,500,  $8,000,  $11,000  and  $20,000, 
respectively.  After  the  first  verdict,  the  Supreme 
Court  granted  the  railroad  new  trials,  and  while 
preparing  to  raise  the  ad  damnum  to  $30,000, 
Mr.  West  agreed  to  a liberal  settlement  with  the 
road.  The  cases  growing  out  of  the  railroad  ac- 
cident at  Lonsdale  were  also  handled  with  excep- 
tional cleverness  by  Air.  West,  who  established 
the  point  upon  which  all  of  the  pieces  of  litigation 
turned.  He  was  connected  with  the  celebrated 
Washburn- Aloen  case,  in  which  he  was  paid  a 
retainer  by  Dr.  Wilson  that  has  rarely  been 
equalled.  He  participated  in  the  contest  over  the 
will  of  Judge  Eli  Aylesworth,  and  it  was  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  his  masterly  efforts  that  the 
will  was  broken  by  the  jury.  Corporations  came 
to  consider  him  one  of  the  most  dangerous  an- 
tagonists they  could  meet,  learning  to  dread  the 
appearance  of  his  name  on  a writ,  and  it  is  within 
the  knowledge  of  many  attorneys  that  sooner  than 
risk  a battle  before  a jury  with  George  J.  West, 
they  would  gladly  settle  for  a round  sum. 

Air.  Y'est’s  income  from  his  practice  was  very 
large.  He  owned  a number  of  pieces  of  valuable 
real  estate,  but  never  went  into  speculation  in 
any  other  form,  devoting  his  business  life  almost 
entirely  to  his  profession.  As  a lawyer  he  was 
an  indefatigable  laborer,  toiling  both  night  and 
day;  and  perhaps  quite  as  much  to  his  assiduity 
with  his  law  books  and  reports,  as  to  his  native 
quickness  and  ability,  were  due  his  many  noteworthy 
achievements  before  the  bar  of  justice.  He  could 
see  into  difficulties  with  a directness  of  per- 
ception and  a thoroughness  of  comprehension 
that  excited  the  admiration  of  his  brother  bar- 
risters. 

Air.  West  was  not  given  to  deciding  a question 
off  hand,  but  bent  to  its  consideration  all  of  his 
energv  and  attainments,  often  working  for  days 
and  weeks  over  a point  he  desired  to  emphasize, 
and  then  coming  into  court  fortified  with  authority 
after  authority,  reason  after  reason,  until  his  op- 
posing counsel  began  to  think  he  was  a perfect 
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cyclopedia  of  legal  information.  Ke  was  emi- 
nently faithful  to  his  clients,  who  always  trusted 
him  implicitly,  and  when  he  had  laid  down  their 
cases  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
there  was  absolutely  nothing  more  that  could  be 
done  for  them. 

In  i\Ir.  \\'est’s  untimely  removal  by  death,  the 
Ear  of  the  State,  and  the  city  that  was  his  home, 
have  suifered  an  irreparable  loss.  He  was  closely 
in  touch  with  the  people  in  many  ways,  and  was 
particularly  serviceable  to  them  in  defending  their 
rights  against  the  encroachments  of  corporations ; 
was  one  of  the  stanchest  and  most  valuable  friends 
of  the  public  schools;  and  was  actively  prominent 
in  all  matters  relative  to  the  fostering  of  Catholic 
institutions.  He  was  a member  of  the  school  board 
of  Providence  from  1888  until  his  death;  a mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  city  council,  1895-96;  a 
representative  in  the  Rhode  Island  General  As- 
sembly in  1885-86;  and  was  president  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  central  committee,  in  1883-84.  He 
also  served  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  city 
committee. 

Air.  West  was  twice  married,  first,  Aug.  15, 
1878,  to  JMiss  Helena  Lehigh,  who  passed  away 
July  6,  1879.  01”^  Aug.  29,  1880,  he  was  married 

to  Aliss  iMargaret  Hyde,  and  to  them  were  born 
eleven  children:  (i)  George  H.,  born  Aug.  19, 
1881,  died  Sept.  28,  1882.  (2)  Albert  Benjamin, 

born  Jan.  21,  1883,  graduated  from  the  Provi- 
dence Classical  high  school,  in  1900,  and  was 
given  the  honor  of  class  orator  at  graduation  be- 
cause of  high  standing  in  his  studies.  He  entered 
Brown  University  the  same  year,  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  1904,  with  the  degrees  of  A.  B. ; A.  M. 
(upon  examination),  1904.  In  his  sophomore 
year  he  took  two  scholarship  prizes,  and  in  his 
senior  year  he  was  a member  of  the  Brown  De- 
bating Society.  He  won  the  Gaston  Prize  Medal 
for  excellence  in  oratory  in  1904,  and  had  pre- 
viously won  a Hicks  prize  for  excellence  in  debate. 
He  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1907,  Har- 
vard Law  School.  (3)  ]\lary,  born  July  3,  1884, 
died  Xov.  9,  1888.  (4)  Joseph,  born  Feb.  20, 

1886,  died  April  19,  1887.  (5)  Helen  Josephine 
was  born  Dec.  20,  1887.  (6)  John  Raymond 
was  born  Oct.  8,  1889.  (7)  iMargaret  was  born 

Xov.  15,  1890.  (8)  Alice  Marie  was  born  Aug. 

4,  1892.  (9)  Rosalyn  was  born  Oct.  31,  1893. 

(10)  Dorothy  was  born  Sept.  30,  1895,  and  ( ii) 
George  J.,  larch  i,  1897. 

^Ir.  M’est  was  very  fond  of  his  home  and 
family,  and  although  a member  of  many  societies 
of  a social  and  literary  character,  he  devoted  a 
large  share  of  his  time  to  the  home  circle.  Mr. 
West  died  abroad,  whither  he  had  gone  with  his 
family  on  a tour  of  ])leasure  and  recuperation  in 
health,  the  sad  event  taking  ])lace  July  21,  1896, 
in  Aughnacloy,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  from  the 
effects  of  a cold  contracted  during  a period  of 
cold  and  stormy  weather  in  crossing  the  Irish  sea. 


His  remains  were  brought  home  on  the  steamer 
“Servia,”  which  also  brought  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Boston,  who  had 
been  his  fellow-passengers  on  the  same  steamer 
a few  weeks  before.  An  escort  of  honor,  detailed 
by  the  city  government  and  various  societies  of 
Providence,  accompanied  the  body  from  Boston 
to  the  city,  where  two  days  later  the  funeral  was. 
held  in  the  Cathedral.  An  immense  concourse  of 
neighbors,  business  and  professional  acquaintances,, 
representatives  of  the  Bench  and  Bar,  the  city 
and  State  governments,  various  societies,  and  citi- 
zens generally,  assembled  to  pay  their  tribufes  of 
reverence  and  sorrow  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted lawyer,  their  sincere  friend  and  conscien- 
tious advocate. 

SIMEOX  PERRY  CLARK,  who  in  his  life- 
time was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  and  most 
successful  business  men  in  his  section  of  the  State, 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  manufacturing 
business  at  what  is  now  Shannock,  R.  I.  Mr.  Clark 
was  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  the  State,  and  one  whose  ancestry  can  be  traced 
back  to  John  Clarke,  who  was  buried  iMarch  3, 
1559,  in  England,  and  from  whom  Simeon  Perry 
Clark  was  . a descendant  in  the  tenth  generation. 
The  line  of  descent  is  shown  by  the  Roman  nu- 
merals. 

(I)  John  Clarke  is  the  first  on  record,  and  the 
only  authentic  information  concerning  him  is  that 
he  was  buried  March  3,  1559,  in  England. 

(H)  John  Clarke  (2),  son  of  John,  born  in 
February,  1541,  was  buried  April  7,  1598. 

(HI)  Thomas  Clarke,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  All  Saints’  Day,  Nov.  i,  1570,  and  died  July 
27,  1627.  He  had  four  sons:  Dr.  John,  Thomas,. 
Joseph  and  Carew. 

(IV)  Joseph  Clarke,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Dec.  9,  1618,  in  England,  died  June  i,  1694.  His 
brother.  Dr.  John,  was  author  of  the  charter  of' 
1663,  from  King  Charles  IL,  and  was  assisted  in 
that  work  by  this  Joseph  (1618-1694). 

(V)  Joseph  Clarke  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
in  1643,  died  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Jan.  ii,  1726.  He 
had  five  sons,  William,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Joseph 
and  John. 

(VI)  William  Clarke,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  and 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Richmond,  R.  I.,  was 
born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  May  27,  1670,  and  died 
in  Richmond  Feb.  28,  1767,  in  his  ninety-seventh 
year.  He  had  six  sons,  William,  Thomas,  Jona- 
than, Caleb,  Robert  and  Elisha. 

(VH)  William  Clarke,  Jr.,  son  of  William, 
horn  at  Newport  in  1702,  died  in  Richmond,  R.  I., 
Alarch  28.  1786.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  town  in  his  day,  was  elected  town 
clerk  of  Richmond  on  June  6,  1749,  and  deputy 
from  Richmond  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1756.  Fie  had  six  sons,  James,  Wil- 
liam, Gideon,  Joshua,  Peter  and  Weeden. 
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(VIII)  Joshua  Clarke,  son' of  William,  Jr., 
located  at  Shannock,  R.  L,  and  in  1771  purchased 
a tract  of  land  and  the  water  privilege  at  that 
place.  This  privilege  has  been  owned  and  utilized 
by  his  descendants  ever  since,  being  now  operated 
by  his  great-great-grandson,  George  P.  Clark.  On 
Feb.  26,  1769,  Joshua  Clarke  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth Dodge,  by  Peleg  Cross,  and  their  children  were 
as  follows:  Rouse,  born  Dec.  7,  1769;  Elizabeth, 
Oct.  17,  1771;  William,  April  8,  1773;  Joseph, 
twin  of  foregoing  (married  Joanna  Tifft)  ; Joshua, 
Jan.  22,  1775  (died  Sept.  19,  1787)  ; Wells,  Feb. 
I5>  1777;  Susannah,  Jan.  10,  1779;  Perry,  Nov. 
21,  1780;  Hazard,  May  20,  1783;  Luke,  Aug.  15, 
1785  (married  Sarah  Tifft)  ; Mary,  July  10,  1787; 
Joshua  (2),  June  28,  1790.  Joshua  Clarke,  father 
of  these  children,  died  July  7,  1796;  his  widow  sur- 
vived until  Jan.  23,  1826. 

(IX)  Perry  Clark,  son  of  Joshua,  was'  born 

in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  Nov.  21,  1780.  On  April  16, 
1815,  he  married  Penelope  Perry,  born  May  2,  1784. 
Their  children  were:  Perry,  born  Feb.  17,  1816, 
married  Sept.  13,  1837,  Penelope  Dodge;  Charles, 
born  Jan.  23,  1818,  died  May  9,  1870  (he  married 
IMary  Clark  and  they  had  two  children — Charles 
P.,  who  died  unmarried  Dec.  25,  1870,  and  Martha, 
also  deceased)  ; Simeon  P.,  born  Feb.  19,  1820, 
died  Dec.  4,  1887;  Mary,  born  Dec.  10,  1821,  and 
Penelope  Congdon,  born  Feb.  7,  1825.  Perry 

Clark,  the  father,  built  the  gristmill  at  Shannock, 
also  the  sawmill,  with  the  old-fashioned  overshot 
water-wheel,  which  he  operated  for  a number  of 
years.  Once  a week,  with  his  team,  he  would  take 
his  products  to  market,  usually  going  to  Newport, 
but  sometimes  to  Providence.  He  built  the  first 
store  at  Shannock,  and  successfully  conducted  it 
for  a number  of  years.  He  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  for  those  days.  His  death  occurred  July 
24,  1835,  while  his  widow  survived  until  March 
19,  1875. 

(X)  Simeon  P.  Clark  was  born  at  Clark’s 
Mills,  R.  I.,  Feb.  19,  1820.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived at  Bacon  Academy,  Colchester,  Conn.,  and 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  with  his  brother  Charles, 
he  succeeded  to  his  father’s  business.  He  also 
filled  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  R.  G.  Hazard, 
who  operated  the  mills  at  Carolina  at  that  time. 
In  1849,  with  his  brother  Charles,  Simeon  P.  Clark 
built  a mill,  and  in  1856  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  yarn.  This  mill  is  now  operated 
by  his  son  and  grandson.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued until  broken  by  the  death  of  Charles  Clark, 
in  1870.  Simeon  P.  Clark  then  secured  the  entire 
interest,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  mill  until 
1885,  when  his  son  purchased  it  from  him  and 
succeeded  to  the  business.  His  son  had  had  an 
interest  in  the  business  from  1876. 

Simeon  P.  Clark  did  much  to  improve  and  build 
up  Clark’s  IMills,  which  hamlet  was  to  a large  de- 
gree dependent  upon  the  manufacturing  interest 
that  he  conducted.  Although  possessing  strong 


anti-slavery  convictions  he  took  no  part  in  the  po- 
litical discussions  of  the  day,  and  really  shrank 
from  the  excitement  of  political  strife  and  honors, 
his  time  and  attention  being  given  to  his  business. 
He  was  early  drawn  to  habits  of  reflection  on  re- 
ligious subjects,  and  was  for  a brief  period  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  religious  views 
underwent  a change  and  caused  him  later  to  affiliate 
with  the  Advent  Christians,  whose  belief  he 
adojffed  and  with  whom  he  worshipped  until  his 
death,  Dec.  4,  1887.  He  was  possessed  of  a rare 
business  talent,  and  a reputation  for  integrity  and 
virtue  that  commanded  respect  and  made  him  a 
consistent  and  energetic  advocate  of  all  measures 
for  the  advancement  of  morality  in  the  community. 
Mr.  Clark  was  not  only  a successful  business  man, 
but  he  also  represented  a high  type  of  citizenship ; 
straightforward  and  honorable,  he  was  a worthy 
member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family.  He  was 
survived  by  his  widow,  who  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage, on  Nov.  8,  1843,  was  Miss  Catharine  Perry, 
and  who  was  born  in  1819  in  South  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  Walter  Perry.  Fortunate  in 
his  selection  of  a wife  whose  counsel  and  advice 
or  words  of  encouragement  were  of  inestimable 
value,  he  shared  with  her  the  credit  for  his  success. 
IMrs.  Clark  was  a woman  of  the  most  beautiful 
character,  whose  faith  was  strong  in  good  works. 
Many  instances  of  her  kindness  and  generosity  were 
known  of  only  by  the  recipients.  ' A thorough 
Christian  woman,  her  many  sterling  qualities  will 
always  be  remembered.  She  was  a charter  member 
of  the  Clark's  Mills  W.  C.  T.  U.,  in  which  or- 
ganization she  was  active  and  deeply  interested 
in  its  work.  She  passed  away  Feb.  22,  1897. 

The  children  of  Simeon  P.  and  Catharine 
(Perry)  Clark  were  as  follows:  George  Herbert, 
born  Aug.  6,  1847 ; Catharine  Perry,  born  Aug. 
7,  1848;  Nellia  i\ugusta,  born  March  25,  1850; 
Julia  Wells  (Mrs.  Saunders),  born  Nov.  23,  1854; 
and  Harriet  Sumner,  born  April  22,  1856  (died 
April  II,  1874).  The  excellent  steel  plate  portrait 
of  S.  P.  Clark  herewith  produced  has  been  sup- 
plied solely  through  the  co-operation  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Julia  Wells,  who  owns  and  occupies  the  old 
homestead  at  Shannock. 

CHARLES  OLNEY  BALLOU,  M.  D.,  of 
Providence,  belongs  to  a distinguished  family 
which  can  be  traced  far  back  along  the  years  which 
reach  to  other  lands  and  to  the  early  settlements 
on  the  shores  of  America. 

In  tracing  the  Anglo-Norman  stock  of  Ballou, 
we  find  that  the  family  is  of  Norman-French  de- 
scent, as  is  evidenced  in  one  of  the  junior  lineages, 
and  that  the  French  ancestor,  Gunebored  Ballou, 
was  probably  a marshal  in  the  army  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  took  part  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Hastings  in  1066.  It  is  a well-authenticated  tra- 
dition through  several  generations  that  the  family 
is  essentially  French,  and  it  is  an  absolute  certainty 
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that  the  present  members  of  this  prominent  fam- 
ily are  remote  descendants  of  the  chieftain  men- 
tioned above.  Some  of  his  descendants  dwelt  in 
the  County  of  Sussex,  England,  in  the  fourteenth 
century. 

The  American  records  furnish  authentic  in- 
formation that  the  American  ancestors  were  three 
brothers  of  the  name,  Alathurin,  Robert  and  Wil- 
liam. Alathurin  Ballou  was,  it  is  almost  certain, 
a younger  son  of  a younger  son  of  a good  family 
that  emigrated  from  Devonshire,  England,  to  New 
England,  and  he  was  probably  born  between  i6io 
and  1620.  His  name  first  appears  on  recorded  doc- 
uments among  the  signatures  of  the  twenty-eight 
co-proprietors  of  Roger  Williams,  the  Colonial 
founder  of  Rhode  Island,  in  his  Providence  Plan- 
tations, as  having  obtained  a grant  of  land  of  twen- 
ty-five acres,  a part  of  the  town  of  Providence.  He 
subscribed  his  name  as  Mathurin  Ballou  (changed 
by  his  decendants  into  the  simpler  spelling  of  Ma- 
turin  Ballou),  and  of  this  ancestor,  Dr.  Charles  O. 
Ballou,  of  Providence,  is  a lineal  descendant. 

(I)  Mathurin  Ballou  married  Hannah  Pike, 

daughter  of  Robert  and  Catherine  Pike,  probably 
of  Providence  between  1646  and  1649.  Their  chil- 
dren, all  probably  born  in  Providence,  were:  John, 
born  in  1650,  married  Hannah  Garrett;  James 
married  Susanna  Whitman ; Peter  married  Bar- 
bary   ; Hannah;  Nathaniel,  born  in  1658, 

died  in  early  manhood ; and  Samuel,  born  in  1660, 
was  drowned  June  10,  1669. 

(II)  James  Ballou,  son  of  iMathurin,  was  born 
probably  at  Providence  during  the  year  1652.  On 
July  5,  1683,  he  married  Susanna  Whitman,  born 
at  Providence,  Feb.  28,  1658,  daughter  of  Valen- 
tine and  jMary  Whitman.  They  had  children : 
James,  born  Nov.  i,  1684,  married  Jan.  25,  1714, 
Catherine  Arnold;  Nathaniel,  horn  April  9,  1687, 
married  Dec.  7,  1716,  Mary  Lovett;  Obediah,  born 
Sept.  6,  1689,  married  (first)  Jan.  5,  1717,  Damaris 
Bartlett,  and  (second)  a IMrs.  Salisbury;  Samuel, 
born  Jan.  23,  1692,  married  (first)  Susanna  Ar- 
nold, and  (second)  Mary  Smith;  Susanna,  born 
Jan.  3,  1695,  married  (first)  June  28,  1716,  John 
Inman,  and  (second)  Richard;  Bathsheba,  born 
Feb.  15,  1698,  married  Oct.  16,  1720,  Daniel  Ar- 
nold; and  Nehemiah,  born  Jan.  20,  1702,  married 
(first)  iMary  Hall,  and  (second)  Abigail  Perry. 
James  Ballou  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
what  was  formerly  a part  of  Smithfield,  now  Lin- 
coln, and  was  a large  landed  proprietor  there,  own- 
ing probably  more  than  a thousand  acres  of  land. 

(III)  Obediah  Ballou,  son  of  James,  born  at 
I’rovidencc,  Sept.  6,  1689,  married  (first)  Damaris 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Aldrich) 
Bartlett,  Jan.  5,  1717-18.  Their  children,  all  horn 
in  what  was  then  Wrcntham,  but  later  Cumherland, 
were:  Ezekiel,  born  Jan.  5.  1718-19.  married  Jo- 
anna Cook,  July  3,  1740:  Susanna,  born  Dec.  7, 
1720.  married  Elislia  Newell.  Dec.  26.  1738:  Dan- 
iel, born  Dec.  27,  1722,  married  (first)  Amy 


Brown,  (second)  iMartha  Buxton;  Rev.  Abner, 
born  Oct.  28,  1725,  married  Beulah  Thayer,  Sept. 
5,  1752;  Anna,  born  Dec.  20,  1727;  Obediah,  Jr., 
born  Sept.  29,  1730,  married  (first)  Martha  Smith 
and  (second)  Mary  Ann  Fairfield;  Esther,  born 
Aug.  24,  1733,  married  James  Wilson;  and  Aaron 
was  born  March  2,  1738.  Obediah  Ballou  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Sarah  (Whipple)  Salisbury,  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  Whipple,  and  widow  of  Jonathan  Sal- 
isbury. 

(IV)  Ezekiel  Ballou,  son  of  Obediah  and  Da- 
maris Ballou,  born  Jan.  5,  1718-19,  married  July  3, 
1740,  Joanna  Cook,  daughter  of  Elder  Josiah  Cook, 
and  their  children,  born  virtually  or  actually  in 
Cumberland,  were:  Jesse,  born  March  30,  1741, 
married  (first)  Rhoda  Salisbury  and  (second) 
Lydia  Mason;  Levi,  born  Sept.  23,  1744,  married 
Comfgrt  Thompson,  March  21,  1765;  Amey,  born 
Nov.  24,  1745,  married  Benjamin  Gaskill,  April 
12,  1764;  Reuben,  born  Nov.  26,  1747,  married 
Chloe  Comstock,  and  (second)  Freelove  Whipple; 
Asa,  born  March  2,  1750,  married  Phebe  Coin- 
stock,  Sept.  28,  1769;  Mary,  born  Aug.  12,  1752, 
died  Oct.  2,  1754;  Anna,  born  March  i,  1756,  mar- 
ried Elijah  Brown,  of  Cumberland,  May  29,  1774; 
and  Joanna,  born  Sept.  27,  1759,  married  Oliver 
Carpenter,  May  14,  1775. 

(V)  Levi  Ballou,  son  of  Ezekiel,  born  Sept. 
23,  1744,  married  in  1765  Comfort  Thompson, 
born  July  13,  1746,  and  they  had  children,  all  born 
in  Cumberland:  Rachel,  born  Sept,  ii,  1765,  died 
Sept.  29,  1765;  Philena,  born  Oct.  6,  1766,  married 
Dec.  II,  1783,  Arthur  Cook;  Rhoda,  born  Dec.  15, 
lt)68,  married  Thaddeus  Cook,  Sept.  15,  1785;  Vi- 
enna, born  Jan.  29,  1771,  married  (first)  Willard 
Freeman  and  (second)  Z.  Darling;  Welcome,  born 
March  i,  1773,  married  Mary  Wilcox,  March  17, 
1794;  Joanna,  horn  Feb.  25,  1775,  married  Zimri 
Cook,  Nov.  7,  1793;  Flavius,  born  Oct.  13,  1776, 
married  Phila  Cook,  Oct.  14,  1798;  Rachel  and 
Amelia,  twins,  were  born  IMay  8,  1780,  and  the  for- 
mer married  Levi  Cook,  and  the  latter,  Lemuel 
Hall;  Levi,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  29,  1782,  married  Alay 
10,  1804,  Hepzibah  Metcalf ; Olney,  born  Sept.  28, 
1784,  married  Florentina  Whipple,  Feb.  8,  1812; 
Barton,  was  born  July  19,  1791.  Levi  Ballou  and 
wife  were  an  intelligent,  upright,  exemplary  and  es- 
teemed couple.  They  were  in  the  front  social  rank 
of  their  community,  and  they  reared  their  large 
family  to  usefulness  and  respectability.  Levi  Bal- 
lou was  conspicuous  in  his  vicinity  as  a Revolu- 
tionary patriot,  shared  largely  in  town  honors  and 
responsibilities;  was  long  a popular  justice  of  the 
peace,  frequently  represented  his  fellow  citizens 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  his  State,  and  was  a 
much  trusted  counsellor  in  the  afifairs  of  his  neigh- 
borhood. The  Phoenix,  a prominent  newspaper  of 
Providence,  noted  his  demise  as  follows : “Died 
in  Cumberland  on  Monday  last,  Levi  Ballou,  Esq., 
one  of  the  representatives  of  that  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assemljly.  lie  was  an  industrious  and  upright 
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man  and  merited  the  approbation  and  esteem  of  all 
good  citizens  in  his  private  and  public  life.  He 
died  July  13,  1805.” 

(VI)  Rev.  Barton  Ballou,  A.  M.,  son  of  Levi, 
born  in  Cumberland,  R.  L,  July  19,  1791,  was 
married  (first)  Dec.  28,  1823,  to  Sarah  Rathbone, 
born  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  L,  in  July,  1793, 
eldest  daughter  of  Abraham  B.  and  Deborah 
(Cooke)  Rathbone.  They  had  issue:  Mary  Anna, 
born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  Nov.  8,  1824,  married 
Joseph  P.  Freeman,  of  Nova  Scotia;  Elizabeth 
Florentina  was  born  at  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Jan. 
29,  1826;  Rachel  Amelia,  born  at  Wrentham,  May 
20,  1827,  married  (first)  E.  N.  Paine,  a manutac- 
turer  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  (second)  J.  J.  Fry; 
Catherine  Waity,  born  in  Cumberland,  April  19, 
1829,  married  C.  Kelly,  one  of  the  Blackstone  Kel- 
leys ; and  Charles  Olney,  born  in  Cumberland,  R. 
I.,  June  10,  1830,  married  Sarah  E.  Darling.  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Rathbone)  Ballou  died  in  Cumberland, 
Nov.  25,  1830,  in  her  thirty-eighth  year.  Rev. 
Barton  Ballou  married  (second)  Deborah  Rath- 
bone, a half-sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Rev.  Barton  Ballou  was  a man  of  striking  per- 
sonality, and  he  is  described  as  the  darling  of  his 
parents  and  the  admired  flower  of  a large  family, 
beautiful  in  person,  graceful  in  mien,  aspiring  in 
intellect,  delicate  in  sentiment,  sympathetic  in  his 
affections  and  modest  in  demeanor.  From  early 
childhood  he  evinced  a taste  for  study  and  a love 
of  learning.  His  father  designed  to  give  him  a 
liberal  education,  but  died  before  Barton  had  com- 
pleted his  fourteenth  year.  The  youth  found  that 
his  share  of  the  paternal  inheritance  was  insuffi- 
cient to  carry  him  through  a collegiate  course  with- 
out privation  and  strict  economy,  but  he  felt  that 
the  object  was  worth  effort  and  in  spite  of  every 
difficulty  he  achieved  the  success  which  had  seemed 
almost  impossible.  In  1809  he  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity and  was  graduated  in  1813,  and  was  regis- 
tered Master  of  Arts  in  1816.  In  the  meantime, 
between  his  completed  college  course  and  receiv- 
ing his  degree,  he  was  a successful  preceptor  at  an 
academy  at  Wickford,  North  Kingstown,  and  it 
was  there  that  he  met  and  became  acquainted  with 
the  intelligent,  amiable  and  pure-minded  Sarah 
Rathbone.  She  was  a birthright  Quakeress,  and 
he  a birthright  Universalist.  It  was  a grief  to  her 
Quaker  relatives  that  she  resolved  to  marry  him, 
and  this  resolve  led  to  her  final  disownment  from 
a society  whose  principles  she  believed  in  and  fol- 
lowed in  all  simplicity  to  the  end  of  a noble  life. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ballou  was  qualified  to  distinguish  him- 
self as  a classical  educator  of  youth,  but  like  most 
others  in- his  circumstances,  he  looked  forward  to 
the  more  active  professions.  He  thought  of  the 
Bar,  but  aspired  rather  to  the  pulpit,  although,  at 
that  time,  the  Universalist  pulpit  offered  very  few- 
temporal  attractions.  On  the  other  hand  it  offered 
more  toil  and  popular  reproach,  than  ease,  emolu- 
ment and  renow-n.  But  with  a man  of  Dr.  Ballou  s 


elevated  character  such  questions  w-ere  not  to  be 
considered.  Teaching,  however,  was  his  immediate 
resource,  and  proved  to  be  his  chiefly  available  one 
through  life.  From  Wickford,  R.  I.,  he  went  in 
1816,  to  a new  academy  at  Dudley,  Mass.,  started 
as  the  first  seminary  under  Universalist  auspices. 
He  had  scarcely  adjusted  himself  to  his  new  pre- 
ceptorship,  when  a calamitous  fire  destroyed  the 
new  edifice  and  a change  of  plans  became  an  imme- 
diate necessity.  At  Baltimore,  Md.,  he  was  em- 
ployed for  a time  as  a tutor  in  private  families,  and 
met  wdth  much  encouragement,  the  forces  of  his 
mind  and  the  beauties  of  his  character  making  him 
friends  wherever  he  moved.  Suddenly  he  fell  a 
victim  to  yellow  fever,  barely  escaping  with 
his  life,  and  from  the  effects  of  this  illness  he  never 
fully  recovered.  In  the  spring  of  1820  he  returned 
North,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  Universalist 
Theology  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou, 
of  Boston,  and  in  due  time  entered  the  ministry. 
Mr.  Ballou  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  his  theological 
tutor,  and  always  a devout  adherent  of  his  phase 
of  Universalism.  Desirable  pulpits  were  few  in 
his  church,  and  as  a result  he  gleaned  a scanty  har- 
vest in  the  Universalist  ministry,  preached  but  lit- 
tle, and  had  to  rely,  as  previously  mentioned,  on 
school  teaching  for  pecuniary  subsistence.  Finally 
he  secured  a position  in  West  Wrentham,  Mass., 
which  had  long  been  somewhat  famous  as  an  edu- 
cational locality,  under  the  preceptorship  of  Rev. 
William  Williams.  There  Mr.  Ballou  had  a fair 
patronage  for  his  seminary  for  a few  years,  and 
fitted  a goodly  number  of  students  for  college  and 
other  spheres  of  intellectual  distinction.  One  of  his 
students  was  Thomas  Allen  Jenks.  His  pupils  re- 
member his  name  and  ministrations  w-ith  reveren- 
tial gratitude.  Later  Mr.  Ballou  was  induced  to 
become  a minister  and  tutor  of  the  academy  on 
Cumberland  Hill,  R.  I.  His  tranquil  death  took 
place  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  July  26,  1844. 

(VII)  Charles  Olney  Ballou,  M.  D.,  was  born 
June  10,  1830,  and  was  married  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  Nov.  17,  1857,  to  Sarah  Emily  Darling,  daugh- 
ter of  Welcome  B.  and  Seriah  L.  (Olney)  Darling, 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  July  i,  1837.  Their 
children  were : Edith  Paine,  born  at  Providence, 
June  15,  1862,  who  died  Dec.  14,  1864;  Anna  Dar- 
ling, born  at  North  Weare,  N.  H.,  March  22,  1865  ; 
and  Kate  Stewart,  born  at  North  Weare,  N.  H., 
Sept.  9,  1866,  wife  of  William  H.  Payton,  of  the 
firm  of  Williams  & Payton,  Providence. 

Dr.  Charles  O.  Ballou  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  this  was 
supplemented  by  a course  at  the  Dudley  Academy 
of  Massachusetts.  After  devoting  a number  of 
years  to  teaching  in  Rhode  Island  and  Massachu- 
setts, in  1850  he  accepted  a position  in  a dry  goods 
business  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  but  later  returned  to 
Providence  and  was  identified  with  his  business 
until  1861,  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  With 
no  desire  to  enjoy  personal  ease  and  comfort. 
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while  so  much  sorrow  and  distress  filled  the  land, 
he  soon  solved  the  question  as  to  what  part  he 
should  perform  in  this  great  drama,  enrolling  him- 
self as  a private  in  Company  I,  nth  R.  I.  Vh  I. 
Shortly  afterward  he  was  made  corporal,  and  par- 
tici])ated  in  all  the  marches  and  campaigns  of  the 
regiment,  until  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
1863.  During  the  years  of  1864  to  1874  Dr.  Bal- 
lou engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods, 
at  North  W'eare,  X.  H.,  in  partnership  with  Charles 
Kelley.  W hile  residing  there  he  served  for  three 
years  as  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  for  one 
year  was  its  president.  For  two  years  he  was  a rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Court  at  Concord,  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  in  town  and  political  matters.  In 
1874  he  returned  to  Providence  for  a permanent 
residence,  and  subsequently  entered  the  Medical 
Department  of  Harvard  University,  graduating 
therefrom  in  the  class  of  June,  1877.  Upon  his 
return  to  Providence,  he  opened  an  office  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  in 
which  he  has  attained  success.  He  is  a member  of 
Prescott  Post,  No.  i,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  is 
greatly  esteemed  by  his  comrades,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  number  of  important  offices  he  has  held  with 
honor  to  himself  and  to  the  Order.  I'or  three 
years  he  was  surgeon  of  the  Post ; a member  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration  in  1887 ; med- 
ical director  of  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island 
for  two  years ; aide-de-camp  upon  the  National 
Staff  for  eight  consecutive  years,  and  president  of 
the  National  Staff  Association  of  this  Department. 
Dr.  Ballou  served  also  as  junior  and  senior  vice- 
department commander,  and  at  the  Thirty-second 
annual  State  Encampment  in  1899  was  installed 
Department  Commander.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Rhode  Island  IMedical  Society,  the  Providence 
Medical  Association,  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  formerly  a member  of 
American  Council  No.  20,  O.  U.  A.  M. 

STEPHEN  COLAVELL  IRONS,  a well  known 
and  re])resentative  citizen  of  Gloccster,  residing  on 
the  old  Irons  homestead,  which  has  been  in  the 
family’s  name  since  it  was  acquired  from  the 
Crown,  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  of 
Matthew  Irons,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  America,  his  lineage  being  given  here  in  outline, 
but  in  detail  elsewhere. 

(I)  Matthew  Irons,  Ivans,  Times  or  Inc,  was 
of  record  at  Boston  in  1634.  He  married  Annie 
Brown. 

(II)  Samuel  Irons  resided  at  Braintree,  Mass., 
and  married  Sarah  Belcher. 

(HI)  Samuel  Irons  (2)  married  Sarah 
Whipple. 

(I\')  Samuel  Irons  (3)  married  Hannah  Wa- 
terman. daughter  of  Resolved  and  Mercy  Water- 
man, and  granddaughter  of  Resolved  and  IMercy 


(Williams)  Waterman,  the  latter  being  a daughter 
of  Roger  Williams. 

(V)  Samuel  Irons  (4)  married  Huldah, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amy  (Whitsor)  Colwell. 

(\T)  Colwell  Irons,  born  Sept.  19,  1789,  in 
addition  to  conducting  his  farm  worked  at  car- 
pentering and  shoemaking.  He  was  known  as  an 
excellent  farmer  and  was  a man  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  high  integrity.  He  was  genial  and  whole- 
souled,  very  fond  of  company,  and  his  home  was 
the  scene  of  many  gatherings.  He  died  on  the 
homestead  farm  June  i,  1870,  and  his  remains  lie 
in  the  cemetery  on  Acotes  Hill  at  Chepachet.  He 
married  Lydia  Aldrich,  born  March  9,  1795,  who 
died  March  26,  1863,  and  they  had  two  sons: 
Thomas;  and  Stephen  C.,  born  about  1829,  who 
died  when  a young  man  in  1849. 

(VH)  Thomas  Irons  was  born  Sept.  18, 
1820,  in  Glocester,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  in  a select  school  at  Thompson,  Conn.  Gifted 
with  unusual  mechanical  ability,  when  a young 
man  he  began  work  in  a spindle  factory  in  Burrill- 
ville,  but  was  compelled  to  give  up  this  work  on 
account  of  ill  health,  beginning  to  teach  school  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  a profession  he  followed 
for  over  forty  years  with  great  success.  He  also 
conducted  the  home  farm,  from  which  he  retired  to 
another  place,  near  by,  continuing  at  the  latter 
until  his  death,  March  27,  1895.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  but  never  cared  for  public  office. 
He  attended  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  a 
liberal  contributor  to  its  support.  When  a young 
man  he  sang  in  the  choir,  being  very  fond  of  music, 
and  for  some  time  conducted  a singing  class  in 
his  neighborhood.  He  served  as  superintendent  of 
schools  for  many  years  in  the  town  of  Glocester, 
holding  that  office  longer  than  any  other  individual. 
Mr.  Irons  was  widely  known  as  a strict  disciplin- 
arian, and  he  possessed  original  methods  of  im- 
parting knowledge  to  his  pupils  which  proved  very 
effective.  He  always  took  a deep  interest  in  edu- 
cational work,  and  always  attended  teachers’  insti- 
tutes and  educators’  gatherings,  thus  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times.  This  interest  continued  un- 
abated as  long  as  he  lived.  To  each  of  his  chil- 
dren he  gave  more  than  an  ordinary  education. 

Mr.  Irons  married  Caroline  E.  Hawkins,  of 
Glocester,  daughter  of  Ara  and  Rebecca  (Owen) 
Hawkins  (sketch  elsewhere),  and  she  survives  her 
husband  and  resides  in  Providence.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Stephen  Colwell,  born  Alay  10,  1850; 
Caro  M.,  born  Alarch  13,  1852,  died  July  16,  1856; 
Ida  Rebecca,  born  Dec.  6,  1854,  who  graduated  from 
the  Rhode  Island  Normal  school  in  1-874,  and 
taught  school  for  six  years,  married  (first)  Edwin 
M.  Phillips,  (.second)  Dr.  C.  E.  Maryott,  and 
(third)  IHnest  Wh  Phillips,  and  resides  in  East 
Greenwich.  R.  I. ; Samuel  LaFayette,  born  Dec. 
3-  1857,  wbo  attended  Jencks  iVIowry's  private 
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school,  Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Sufifield, 
Conn.,  graduated  from  Brown  in  i88r,  taught 
school  in  California  about  fifteen  years  and  is  now 
engaged  at  farming  near  Vacaville,  Cal.,  married 
Lucy  Rockford,  and  has  one  child,  Caroline  Eliza- 
beth; Lydia  Aldrich,  born  Aug.  21,  i860,  who 
completed  her  academic  education  at  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  pursued  her  musical 
studies  at  the  Boston  Conservatory  of  Music,  and 
for  some  years  taught  music  in  Providence  and 
sang  in  choirs,  married  Nathan  B.  Sprague,  the 
well-known  musician,  and  has  one  son,  Stanley, 
born  May  25,  1888,  a bookkeeper  in  Suisun  City, 
Cal. ; Thomas  Fenner,  born  July  4,  1863,  at- 
tended the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  taught  for 
several  years  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
seek  other  occupations,  and  wdio  is  now  connected 
with  T.  F.  Irons  & Co.,  wool  dealers,  and  wdth  the 
Prudential  Life  Insurance  Company,  married  Er- 
minie  iMarston,  and  they  have  two  children,  Earl 
M.  and  IMildred;  Clara  Linda,  born  April  30,  1868, 
a graduate  of  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  Col- 
lege at  Providence,  married  at  Elmira,  Cal., 
Charles  E.  Roberts,  and  has  had  children — Amey 
(deceased),  Lydia,  Howard,  Hortense,  Raymoml, 
Constance  and  Clifford. 

(Vni)  Stephen  Colwell  Irons  w'as  born  May 
10,  1850,  in  the  house  he  now'  occupies,  and  his 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school,  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Jencks  Mowry’s 
school  on  Mount  Pleasant,  a preparatory  school  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  the  Rhode  Island  Normal 
school,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1873.  That  same  year  he  began  teaching  in  the 
Wickford  grammar  school.  After  a short  period 
on  the  farm,  he  resumed  teaching  in  1877  Che- 
pachet,  continuing  there  for  three  years,  and  then 
taught  in  other  districts  until  1884,  when  he  began 
to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  working  of  his 
farm. 

On  Dec.  25,  1876,  Mr.  Irons  w'as  married,  in 
Glocester,  to  Amanda  E.  Reynolds,  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Sarah  (Eddy)  Reynolds.  She  was  born 
Nov.  20,  1853,  Worcester,  iMass.,  and  graduated 
from  the  Rhode  Island  Normal  School  in  the  class 
of  1873,  afterward  successfully  teaching  in  Glo- 
cester, North  Smithfield  and  Scituate,  R.  I.  To 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Irons  have  been  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Eva  Mabel,  born  Jan.  12,  1878,  died  Aug. 
25,  1879;  Alice  Evelyn,  born  March  ii,  1879,  died 
Nov.  9,  1882;  Edith  ]May,  born  Alarcli  22,  i88r, 
married  Waldo  E.  Steere,  of  Glocester,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  Elmer  E.  (deceased), 
Everett  M.,  and  Earl  C. ; Emma  Annette,  born  July 
29,  1882,  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  school 
in  1904,  and  is  a teacher  in  the  Oxford  street  gram- 
mar school  in  Providence ; iMarion  Reynolds,  born 
Jan.  24,  1884,  graduated  from  Bryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College  and  is  clinical  stenographer  in 
Butler  Hospital,  Providence ; Clifford  Colwell,  born 
Aug.  14,  1887,  died  Eeb.  10.  1889;  Walter  Colwell 
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was  born  Dec.  30,  1890;  Merilla  Althea  w’as 
born  Aug.  20,  1893. 

Mr.  Irons  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never 
cared  for  office,  though  he  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  towm  school  committe.  He  is  a director 
in  the  National  Exchange  Bank  at  Green- 
ville. At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  united  wdth 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Sufifield,  Conn.,  and  later 
changed  his  membership  to  the  Chepachet  Congre- 
gational Church,  with  which  he  w'as  connected  as 
deacon  for  many  years,  and  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school. 

MASON.  Through  tw^o  and  a half  centuries 
the  name  of  Mason  has  been  identified  with  that 
region  of  country  originally  Rehoboth  and  vicin- 
ity, and  for  perhaps  a hundred  years  with  the  city 
of  Providence,  wdiere  the  home  of  Pardon  Mason, 
a Revolutionary  soldier.  In  the  line  of  Pardon 
iMason  were  his  several  sons,  John  Hale,  Pardon, 
Coomer  E.,  William  B.,  Robert  Durfee  and  Earl 
Potter  Mason,  the  latter  of  wdiom,  perhaps,  linked 
his  name  with  more  of  the  great  enterprises  of 
Providence  of  his  day  than  any  of  his  business  con- 
temporaries. 

In  the  succeeding  generations,  some  of  whom 
have  long  been  active  and  prominent  in  business 
circles,  can  be  mentioned  his  sons,  Charles  Felix, 
of  Providence,  the  late  Earl  Philip,  of  Providence, 
and  Arthur  Livingston,  of  Newport.  Earl  Potter 
Mason  was  a descendant  in  the  fifth  generation, 
his  sons  in  the  sixth,  from  Sampson  iMason,  who 
W'as  of  record  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1649.  While 
the  more  complete  lineage  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  publication,  an 
outline  is  here  given,  showing  the  line  of  descent 
from  Sampson  Mason,  in  regular  order ; 

(I)  Sampson  Mason  married  IMary  Butter- 
w'orth. 

(II)  Isaac  Mason  married  Hannah. 

(HI)  Nathan  Alason  married  Lillis  Hale. 

(IV)  Pardon  Mason  married  (first)  Anna 
Hale  and  (second)  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Stafford)  Pot- 
ter. Pardon  Mason  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 

(V)  Earl  Potter  Mason,  son  of  Pardon,  born 
March  10,  1804,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  May 
3,  1836,  Lucy  Ann  Larchar,  born  Oct.  29,  1817, 
and  died  Nov.  13,  1873,  in  Providence.  She  was 
a daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  (Hartshorn)  Lar- 
char. Their  children,  all  born  in  Providence,  w'ere : 
Francis  C.,  born  Feb.  7,  1837,  died  in  December, 
1842:  Stella  Virginia,  born  Jan.  24,  1839,  died 
Oct.  21,  1857;  Charles  Felix,  born  iMarch  30,  1842, 
is  mentioned  below';  Anne  Jean,  born  April  21. 
1844,  married  Dr.  Albert  E.  Ham,  of  Providence, 
and  died  April  27,  1905 ; Earl  Philip  was  born 
Aug.  5,  1848,  and  Arthur  Livingston,  Feb.  24, 
1852. 

Earl  Potter  Mason  received  but  limited  school 
training,  and  that  in  the  public  schools  of  Provi- 
dence, having  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  entered 
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the  drug  store  of  Dr.  John  H.  >\Iason  as  a clerk. 
Here,  however,  during  his  spare  time  he  continued 
his  studies,  acquiring  a substantial  business  edu- 
cation, and  as  well  prepared  for  college  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  but  changing  his  mind  did  not  enter 
college.  In  about  1827  he  became  a partner  of  his 
employer,  Dr.  IMason,  the  firm  name  changing  to 
John  H.  Mason  & Co.  Owing  to  the  failing  health 
of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  the  latter  retired 
from  the  business  in  1835,  and  the  junior  member 
conducted  the  business  alone  from  that  time  until 
1838,  Dr.  Mason  resuming  his  place  in  the  firm  in 
that  year;  he  finally  withdrew  from  the  business 
two  years  later.  From  this  time  the  younger  Mr. 
Mason  continued  the  business  alone  until  1849, 
which  year  he  changed  the  location  of  the  business 
from  Broad  to  Canal  street,  purchasing  one  half 
of  the  S.  & W.  Foster  block,  to  which  he  removed, 
associating  with  him  in  the  business  Mr.  B.  M. 
Jackson,  who  had  formerly  clerked  for  him.  The 
business  was  then  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  Earl  P.  Alason  & Co.  Mr.  Jackson  retired  from 
the  firm  in  1856  and -was  succeeded  by  Messrs. 
George  W.  Snow  and  George  L.  Claflin,  both  of 
whom  had  been  clerks  in  the  establishment.  Three 
years  later,  in  1859,  Messrs.  Levi  L.  Webster  and 
John  L.  Draper,  former  employees,  were  taken  into 
the  firm,  the  former  in  1865  being  succeeded  by 
i\Ir.  Frank  Butts,  the  bookkeeper.  On  April  i, 
1866,  the  concern  was  reorganized,  the  business  in 
the  meantime  having  grown  to  large  proportions, 
the  firm  doing  a large  trade  in  drugs,  dye  stuffs 
and  chemicals.  Under  the  new'  arrangement  Mr. 
iMason  became  a special  partner  and  the  firm 
changed  to  Snowq  Claflin  & Co.  This  state  of 
things  continued  until  the  limitation  of  the  part- 
nership, April  I,  1872.  From  this  time  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1874,  the  business  was  continued  by  Frank 
Butts  and  Earl  Philip  Mason,  the  latter  a son  of  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Butts  & Mason,  the  elder  Mr.  Mason  continuing 
his  special  partnership  w'ith  the  concern.  At  the 
last  named  date  a new'  partnership  w'as  formed, 
made  up  of  Earl  Philip  Mason,  William  P.  Chapin, 
Charles  S.  Bush  and  Samuel  I.  Peck,  all  of  w'hom 
had  at  one  time  or  another  been  identified  with  the 
establishment,  w'hich  then  took  the  name  of  Mason, 
Chapin  & Co.,  and  for  years  thereafter  so  con- 
tinued, until  long  after  the  death  of  him  who  had 
been  so  long  actively  identified  with  the  business. 

Mr.  Earl  P.  Mason  ])assed  away  Sci:)t.  21,  1876, 
aged  seventy-two  years,  after  a remarkably  active 
and  successful  business  career.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  referring  to  the  deceased,  said  the  Provi- 
dence Daily  Journal:  “To  name  the  business  en- 
terprises with  whiHi  Mr.  Mason  w'as  connected 
would  be  to  enumerate  half  the  great  concerns  that 
have  contributed  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
Providence  and  Rhode  Island.  In  the  various  man- 
ufactures of  cotton,  of  wool,  and  iron,  in  the  routes 
of  transportation.  oi)ened  and  maintained,  by  land 


and  by  W'ater,  ^Ir.  i\Iason  was  conspicuous  by  his 
investments,  his  counsel,  and  his  management.  Eew 
men  in  the  present  or  in  the  past  history  of  Provi- 
dence have  been  so  conspicuous  in  connection  with 
its  natural  interests.  Nor  was  he  unmindful  of  its 
moral  and  intellectual  needs.  He  was  a liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  institutions  of  religion,  of  education 
and  charity.” 

Mr.  Mason  w'as  one  of  the  founders  in  1831  of 
the  Arcade  Bank,  which  in  1865  became  the  Rhode 
Island  National  Bank.  Of  this  institution  he  w'as 
a director  for  forty  years,  and  its  president  from 
1854  to  1876,  when  removed  by  death.  He  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Providence  & Wor- 
cester Railroad  Company  and  one  of  its  directors, 
1844-1873,  and  its  president,  1861-1873.  He  was 
a trustee  of  the  Providence,  Hartford  & Eishkill 
Railroad  from  1875 ; a director  of  the  Providence. 
^\'arren  & Bristol  Railroad,  1863-1873 ; an  in- 
corporator of  the  American  Steamboat  Company, 
of  wdiich  he  was  president  from  April,  1873  ; w'as 
one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Providence  & New  York  Steamship  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  served  continuously  as  a director 
from  July  8,  1868,  until  July  8,  1871 ; was  re- 
elected Nov.  10,  1873,  and  served  until  his  death ; 
and  W'as  part  owner  of  many  sailing  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  trade.  He  was  an  incorpora- 
tor in  May,  i860,  of  the  Burnside  Rifle  Company, 
of  W'hich  he  was  elected  president  and  treasurer 
in  1864,  and  served  until  the  incorporation  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works  in  1865,  continu- 
ing to  serve  in  the  same  capacity  until  in  1866, 
w'hen  he  resigned  the  office  of  president,  but  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  treasurer  until  June,  1876.  He 
W'as  a large  owner  in  the  Wauregan  Cotton  Mills, 
at  Wauregan,  Conn.,  and  a director  from  1854; 
also  an  ow'ner  in  the  Ponemah  Cotton  Mills,  at 
Taftville,  Conn.,  and  a director  from  December, 
1870;  and  an  ow'iier  and  a director  in  the  Slater 
Cotton  Company,  at  Pawtucket.  R.  I.  He  ow'ued 
one-half  of  the  mill  property  at  Waterford,  Mass. ; 
was  a stockholder  in  the  Blackstone  Woolen  Com- 
jiany;  the  Kent  Woolen  Company,  at  Centerville, 
R.  L,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  from  1873  to  1876; 
the  Crompton  Company,  and  president  of  the  same 
from  January,  1831  ; the  American  Wood  Paper 
Company,  and  president  of  the  same  from  January, 
1868;  the  entire  owner  of  the  Saxon  Woolen  Mills, 
at  Putnam,  Conn.  Mr.  IMason  was  officially  identi- 
fied and  interested  in  many  more  of  the  great  enter- 
prises of  Rhode  Island,  and  also  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut.  He  w’as  a trustee  of  Brow'u  Univer- 
sity from  1866  to  1876,  and  at  one  time  gave  that 
institution  $20,000,  founding  the  Earl  P.  IMason 
scholarship. 

Mr.  Mason’s  political  affiliations  were  formerly 
with  the  old  Whig  party,  then  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  w'hile  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics 
he  never  would  allow  the  use  of  liis  name  as  a 
candidate  for  office.  Fie  worshiped  first  at  the 
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Westminster  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church, 
and  later  at  the  First  Congregational  (Unitarian) 
Church  on  Benefit  street.  To  the  support  of  these 
churches  he  gave  liberally  and  to  their  auxiliary 
societies. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Mason’s  death,  in  the  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Rhode  Island  National  Bank,  referring  to  the  de- 
ceased, it  was  stated  that : “In  business  under- 
takings he  displayed  a happy  combination  of  bold- 
ness without  rashness,  sagacity  without  cunning, 
conservatism  without  timidity.” 

(VI)  Ch.vrles  Felix  Mason,  son  of  Earl  Pot- 
ter and  Lucy  Ann  (Larchar)  Mason,  was  born 
March  30,  1842,  in  Providence,  and  prepared  for 
Brown  University  at  the  University  Grammar 
School.  He  graduated  from  Brown  in  the  class  of 
1861.  In  October,  1861,  he  entered  Battery  A, 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  for  three  years’ 
service,  becoming  second  lieutenant,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant. 
Later  he  was  detailed  as  an  aide  on  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  chief  of  artillery  of 
the  6th  Army  Corps,  and  in  that  capacity  served  in 
the  Peninsular  campaign  under  McClellan  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  two  years  and 
eight  months  of  his  enlistment  and  then  secured 
his  discharge.  He  then  spent  one  year  in  Europe 
in  travel  and  study  of  the  German  and  Erench 
languages.  Soon  after  his  return  to  the  United 
States  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Evans, 
Seagrave,  Mason  & Co.,  operating  a woolen-mill 
at  Blackstone,  Mass.  One  year  later  the  firm  be- 
came Needham  & Mason,  Mr.  Needham  formerly 
being  superintendent  of  the  mill.  This  partnership 
was  continued  for  several  years,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a partnership  with  Etienne  Delabarre, 
which  continued  for  three  years.  Then  Arthur  L. 
Mason  became  associated  with  the  business  under 
the  name  of  C.  E.  Mason  & Co.,  and  so  continued 
until  1879,  when  they  disposed  of  the  business. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  Charles  F.  Mason 
succeeded  him  in  the  following  capacities,  holding 
them  until  the  firms  went  out  of  business  or  were 
absorbed  by  other  concerns : President  of  tne 
Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works,  president  of  the 
American  Paper  Company,  and  president  of  the 
American  Wood  Paper  Company ; general  manager 
of  the  Continental  Steam  Boat  Company;  director 
of  the  Wauregan  Mills  Company,  and  of  the  Na- 
tional and  Eagle  Banks  at  Providence.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  president  of  the  Earl  P.  Mason 
Land  Company.  His  present  business  is  that  of 
dealing  in  investment  securities. 

On  Sept.  26,  1867,  Mr.  Mason  was  married, 
in  New  York,  by  the  Rev.  William  M.  Postle- 
thwaite,  then  chaplain  at  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  to  the  latter’s  sister, 
Gabriella  Morton  Postlethwaite,  a native  of  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  daughter  of  Gabriel  L.  and  Sarah 
(Morton)  Postlethwaite.  Three  children  blessed 


this  union:  Stella,  born  Aug.  17,  1868,  who  died 
Nov.  23,  1869;  Nannie  W.,  born  Jan.  18,  1877; 
and  Sarah  P.,  born  Nov.  4,  1880,  wbo  is  the  wife  of 
William  Wagar  Weeden,  of  Providence,  and  has 
William  Wagar,  Jr.,  born  July  12,  1901,  and 
Charles  Mason,  born  May  6,  1905. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Mason  is  a companion  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commandery  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  Loyal  Legion.  He  is  a member  of  Grace 
Episcopal  Church. 

HUGH  WILLIAMSON.  Probably  no  one 
city  in  America  offers  such  opportunities  for  real 
achievement  along  the  line  of  landscape  gardening 
as  does  Newport,  R.  I.,  with  its  many  beautiful 
estates,  all  under  the  direction  of  experts  in  that 
line.  Its  famous  Bellevue  avenue  offers  a suc- 
cession of  magnificent  places  where  all  things 
that  taste,  skill  and  money  can  secure  combine  to 
make  the  grounds  dreams  of  beauty.  Most  of 
those  men  who  have  won  special  success  in  this 
work  are  of  Scotch  or  English  birth,  and  have  been 
trained  by  wide  experience  on  the  ancestral  estates 
of  Great  Britain.  Such  is  the  case  with  Hugh 
Williamson,  who  has  charge  of  “Beaulieu,”  Wil- 
liam Waldorf  Astor’s  summer  place,  on  Bellevue 
avenue.  Mr.  Williamson  stands  high,  not  only  in 
his  profession,  but  as  one  of  Newport’s  worthy 
citizens. 

James  Williamson,  father  of  Hugh,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  there  spent  half  his  life,  engaged 
in  mining  for  iron.  Eor  a number  of  years  prior 
to  his  departure  from  Scotland  he  held  the  position 
of  manager  of  the  mines.  In  1877  he  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  where 
he  spent  his  last  years  occupied  in  farming.  He 
died  there,  aged  seventy-five,  and  his  wife,  Agnes 
Park,  daughter  of  Robert,  whom  he  had  wedded  in 
Scotland,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  still  living,  and  all,  with  the  exception 
of  Hugh,  are  residents  of  Birmingham,  Ala.  The 
three  eldest,  Robert,  George  and  James,  are  in 
business  together  as  mining  contractors  and  deal- 
ers in  coal ; Hugh  is  the  fourth  son ; William  is 
in  the  mining  business ; Agnes  is  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Kerr;  John  and  Archibald  are  likewise  en- 
gaged in  the  mining  business  ; Grace  is  unmarried  ; 
Helen  died  at  the  age  of  ten ; and  Gilbert  died  when 
twenty  years  old. 

Hugh  Williamson  was  born  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  May  6,  1859,  and  was  educated  in  the 
Scotch  National  Schools.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  left  school  and  began  his  training  in  gardening 
under  W.  S.  Dixon,  in  Lanarkshire,  remaining 
with  him  three  years.  About  the  time  that  he  left 
Mr.  Dixon,  his  father  and  the  rest  of  the  family 
came  to  America,  but  he  decided  not  to  accompany 
them,  and  instead  secured  a position  as  assistant 
gardener  at  Holmes  House,  Ayrshire.  At  the  end 
of  two  vears  he  left  there  to  take  a similar  position 
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at  Lanfine  House,  where  he  spent  three  years, 
followed  by  four  years  as  gardener  at  W’idmore 
House,  Kent,  England.  By  this  time  Air.  William- 
son had  become  thoroughly  proficient  in  his  work, 
and  deciding  ^ come  to  America,  sailed  from 
Liverpool  in  1887  on  the  vessel  “Caucasia,”  for 
New  York,  in  the  hope  of  finding  on  this  side  still 
better  opportunities  for  pursuing  his  chosen  calling. 
In  this  hope  he  has  not  been  disappointed,  for 
after  one  year  as  gardener  at  the  U.  S.  Torpedo 
Station  at  Newport,  he  secured  his  present  position 
at  "Beaulieu”  with  Air.  Astor,  where  he  has  re- 
mained since  first  accepting  the  place,  in  Alarch, 
1888.  He  has  proved  himself  most  efficient,  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  men  in  his  line  in 
Newport. 

Not  until  some  years  after  settling  in  America 
did  Air.  Williamson  marry,  but  on  July  6,  1892, 
Aliss  Harriet  Reid  became  his  wife.  Airs.  Wil- 
liamson was  a daughter  of  James  Reid,  of  Nova 
Scotia.  She  has  borne  her  husband  three  children : 
James  Hugh,  Janet  Agnes  and  George  Cleland. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Williamson  are  both  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Newport, 
of  which  he  was  deacon  for  several  years,  and  is 
now  serving  the  church  as  one  of  its  elders.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  while  socially  he  is 
a member  of  St.  Andrew's  Society,  and  has  been 
for  some  time  one  of  the  trustees.  Air.  William- 
son is  very  quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  manner, 
benevolent  and  exceedingly  hospitable,  so  that  he 
has  many  good  friends,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  him. 

JOS  I AH  H.  HAWKINS,  a venerable  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  North  Providence,  R.  I., 
residing  on  Woodward  road,  near  Alineral  Siiring 
avenue,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  the  town.  The  Hawkins  family  of 
Providence  and  vicinity  has  been  a continuous  one 
here  since  1638,  in  which  year  William  Hawkins 
was  of  record  as  receiving  land ; he  was  one  of  the 
thirty-nine  signers,  in  1640.  of  an  agreement  for 
a form  of  government  for  the  Colony.  From  this 
William  Hawkins,  nearly  all  of  those  bearing  the 
name  in  Rhode  Island  descend. 

David  Hawkins,  grandfather  of  Josiah  H.,  was 
a farmer  and  resided  in  Providence,  where  he  was 
at  one  time  the  largest  land  holder,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of 
the  town.  He  died  in  Alay,  1840.  aged  eighty- 
seven  years,  and  his  remains  lie  in  the  North 
Burying  Ground.  During  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  served  in  the  navy  as  an  ordinary  seaman,  and 
drew  a pension.  He  was  a hardy  man,  over  six 
feet,  two  inches  tall.  well-])ro])ortioned  and  raw- 
boned,  and  very  active  up  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
He  was  an  old-line  Democrat.  He  married  Sarah 
Buckland,  of  Smithfield  (now  Lincoln),  who  sur- 
vived him  and  died  in  her  ninety-second  vear. 
Their  children  were:  David;  Alarvcl,  a farmer 


in  North  Providence,  where  he  died,  married  Su- 
san Smith ; Alary  died  unmarried ; Zephaniah, 
a farmer,  residing  for  a time  in  North  Providence, 
and  later  in  what  is  now  Lincoln,  where  he  died, 
married  Sarah  Corey ; Sally  married  Edward 
Brown,  a mason  of  Providence,  where  they  resided ; 
and  James  went  West  when  a young  man,  locating 
in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

David  Hawkins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1784,  in  North  Providence.  When 
a boy  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  printer  under 
a Air.  Carter,  of  Providence,  and  after  completing 
his  apprenticeship  worked  first  as  a journeyman, 
and  then  formed  a partnership  with  William  W. 
Dunham,  under  the  name  of  Hawkins  & Dunham. 
In  October,  1808,  they  began  publishing  a news- 
paper known  as  the  Rhode  Island  American,  which 
was  a model  for  accuracy  and  spelling,  it  being 
edited  by  Air.  Hawkins,  who  was  a very  careful 
and  painstaking  man.  This  was  the  second  semi- 
weekly paper  ever  published  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
partnership  of  Hawkins  & Dunham  lasted  for  a few 
years  only,  the  partner  disappearing  while  on  a 
business  trip,  and  Air.  Hawkins  in  1813  abandoned 
the  printing  business  and  took  up  the  work  of 
stone  mason,  which  he  followed  the  rest  of  his 
active  life  in  North  Providence  and  vicinity,  retir- 
ing from  business  a few  years  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  5,  1865.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  never  cared  for  public  office.  He 
was  a very  hard-working  man  of  high  integrity, 
and  one  who  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellowmen. 

On  Alarch  26,  1810,  Air.  Hawkins  was  married 
to  Hope  Humphrey,  a native  of  Vermont,  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  Humphrey,  and  she  died  in  Provi- 
dence, Dec.  28,  1846,  in  her  fifty-second  year. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  Alexander,  born  July 
20,  1811,  was  a well  known  boat  builder,  and  was 
engaged  in  that  business  in  New  York  and  ac- 
cumulated a large  property.  He  drafted  and  built 
tbe  famous  steamer,  “Commonwealth”  (which  was 
burned  at  Stonington,  Conn.),  it  being  the  last 
boat  he  built.  He  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
at  Providence,  and  there  died,  Dec.  ii,  1894.  He 
married  Statira  Smith,  but  left  no  children.  (2) 
Francis,  born  Alay  8.  1813.  was  a sea-faring  man, 
became  a mate  of  a whaling  vessel,  and  was  lost  at 
sea.  (3)  Edwin  W.,  born  July  15,  1815,  was  a 
stone  mason,  and  resided  in  North  Providence, 
where  he  died.  He  married  Susan  Hawkins.  (4) 
Henry  J.,  born  May  10,  1817,  was  an  engineer,  and 
died  in  Alobile,  Ala.  He  married  Alary  Alanning. 
(5)  Josiah  H.  was  born  Alarch  18,  1819.  (6)  Hope 

A.,  born  July  20,  1821,  received  her  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  North  Providence  and  at 
the  b'ruit  Hill  Seminary  at  the  same  place,  when 
it  was  |)resided  over  by  Amos  Perry,  and  later 
by  Stanton  Belden,  graduating  in  1842.  She  then 
began  teaching  in  North  Providence,  going  from 
there  to  Long  Island,  where  she  followed  teaching 
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quite  successfully  until  several  years  after  her 
marriage.  On  Dec.  12,  1844,  she  married  Albert 
Ketcham,  also  a school  teacher  by  occupation, 
which  he  followed  until  his  death,  April  21,  1872, 
at  East  Williamsburg,  L.  I.  Mr.  Ketcham  was  a 
native  of  Suffolk  county,  L.  I.,  and  his  entire  life 
was  spent  in  that  section  of  New  York.  Mrs. 
Ketcham  remained  a resident  of  the  State  of  New 
York  until  1895,  when  she  removed  to  Providence, 
which  place  has  since  been  her  home.  She  has  one 
daughter,  Harriet  A.,  born  Jan.  10,  1846,  who  was 
educated  in  private  schools  in  New  York  and  was  a 
school  teacher  previous  to  her  marriage  to  John 
D.  VanCott,  a New  York  business  man.  (7) 
David  A.,  born  May  23,  1824,  was  a ship  joiner  by 
trade,  and  resided  in  New  York,  where  he  married 
Ida  T.  Flynn.  (8)  Harriet  A.,  born  Dec.  23,  1828, 
married  Nelson  Belzer,  and  resided  at  Huntington, 
L.  I.  He  was  a captain  in  the  the  coasting  trade. 
(9)  Annie  S.,  born  May  18,  1830,  is  the  widow  of 
George  Humphrey,  and  resides  at  Lakewood,  R. 
I.  (10)  Caroline  M.,  born  May  ii,  1833,  died 
unmarried. 

Josiah  H.  Hawkins  was  born  IMarch  18,  1819, 
in  North  Providence,  and  was  reared  to  hard  work, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  which 
he  attended  only  to  the  age  of  eleven  years.  At  the 
age  of  eight  years  he  went  to  Slatersville,  and 
was  employed  by  James  Bishop,  working  on  his 
farm  for  $2.50  per  month.  He  remained  at  farm 
work  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then  spent 
two  years  working  in  factories,  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  beginning  work  in  the  John  S.  Smith  stone 
quarry  at  Lime  Rock.  He  later  went  to  Lime  Rock, 
in  Smithfield,  and  worked  in  the  quarries  there, 
taking  up  the  trade  of  stone  mason  and  quarryman. 
He  was  foreman  from  1852  to  1857  in  the  quarry 
of  Sheffield  Smith,  at  Eagle  Park,  and  then  in 
North  Providence,  and  then  took  up  the  work  of 
stone  mason,  to  which  he  gave  his  entire  attention, 
building  walls  and  cellars  until  seventy-six  years 
of  age,  when  he  retired.  At  the  time  of  his  re- 
tirement Mr.  Hawkins  seemed  as  vigorous  as  men 
twenty  years  his  junior.  In  1865  he  purchased 
his  present  property,  the  house  on  which  was 
erected  in  1783,  and  Mr.  Hawk-ins  has  kept  it  in 
most  excellent  repair. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  married  (first)  to  Elnora, 
daughter  of  Marvel  Hawkins,  to  this  union  came 
one  child,  James  H.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Elnora  Hawkins  died  in  1849.  On  Dec.  21,  1853, 
Mr.  Hawkins  married  (second)  Sarah  J.  Gallagher, 
born  Jan.  5,  1838,  in  Lowell,  Alass.,  daughter  of 
Bernard  Gallagher.  Mrs.  Hawkins  came  to  Provi- 
dence with  her  parents  when  she  was  quite  young, 
and  that  city  was  her  home  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  Two  daughters  were  born  to  IMr.  and 
IMrs.  Hawkins : Hope  Antoinette,  born  May  16, 
1855,  married  Javin  Ballou,  a farmer  in  Rehoboth, 
IMass.,  and  has  two  children,  Sarah  Antoinette 
(who  married  Aldric  Sennecal,  and  has  one  child. 
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Hope)  and  George  W. ; and  Linna  S.,  born  Nov. 
27,  1869,  married  W illiam  A.  Gray,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  ice  business  in  North  Providence,  and  has 
two  children,  Estella  and  Alvin  H. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hawkins  is  a Democrat,  but 
on  local  issues  he  is  not  bound  by  party  ties.  He 
has  never  cared  for  public  office,  but  in  1895  served 
one  term  as  a member  of  the  town  council.  IMr. 
Hawkins  is  a remarkably  active  man  for  his  ad- 
vanced years,  his  memory  is  unusually  good,  and 
he  is  a pleasing  and  interesting  conversationalist. 
The  nature  of  his  work  through  life  was  one  which 
required  much  physical  strength,  and  he  was  ever 
a hard  and  conscientious  worker.  He  and  Mrs. 
Hawkins  have  passed  the  half  century  of  married 
life,  and  they  are  much  devoted  to  one  another, 
and  beloved  by  a large  circle  of  friends. 

HALSEY  E.  AND  JARVIS  S.  HORTON. 
In  the  ranks  of  the  successful  business  men  of 
Providence  two  well  known  names  are  Halsey  E. 
and  Jarvis  S.  Horton.  These  brothers,  the  former 
lately  deceased,  for  many  years  conducted  one  of 
the  large  grocery  establishments  of  the  city.  They 
are  descendants  in  the  sixth  generation  from  John 
Horton,  who  settled  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  in  1640, 
their  line  being  traced  back  through  John  M.  and 
Eliza  Bailey,  Jarvis  and  Elizabeth  INIartin,  Lieut. 
James  (a  Revolutionary  soldier)  and  Freelove 
Pierce,  Jotham  and  Penelope  Rounds,  to  John,  the 
first  settler. 

Jarvis  Horton,  of  the  fourth  generation  of  this 
family,  was  born  Sept.  9,  1781,  son  of  Lieut. 
James.  He  was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Rehoboth, 
his  farm  being  located  in  the  extreme  southern  por- 
tion of  the  town.  He  was  well-to-do  for  the  times, 
and  was  a man  much  esteemed.  He  died  April  9, 
1849,  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born,  and  where 
he  had  spent  his  entire  life.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Martin,  whose  death,  preceding  his  but  a few  days, 
occurred  March  29,  1849.  Their  children  were : 
Nancy  M.,  born  Feb,  22,  1809,  who  married 

George  T.  Wheeler  and  resided  in  Rehoboth, 
where  she  died  May  i,  1882;  John  M.,  born  Aprils 
29,  1810;  Phebe  M.,  born  Feb.  20,  1814,  who  died 
in  Rehoboth,  unmarried,  March  27,  1886 ; Betsey, 
born  May  29,  1821,  who  married  Phillip  Plummer 
Kelton,  and  died  April  23,  1894,  in  Rehoboth ; 
James  S.,  born  April  14,  1825,  who  was  a farmer 
on  the  homestead,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1894,  unmar- 
ried. 

John  Martin  Horton,  of  the  above  family,  born 
April  29,  1810,  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer 
all  his  life  in  Rehoboth.  After  his  marriage  he 
purchased  the  Dwight  Hammond  farm,  adjoining 
the  homestead,  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
Feb.  12,  1894.  He  was  a hard  working  man  of 
splendid  character,  and  was  much  esteemed.  He 
reared  a large  family  and  accumulated  a modest 
competence. 

Mr.  Horton  was  married  Jan.  15,  1842,  to  IMiss 
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Eliza  Bailey,  born  Nov.  5,  1813,  in  Swansea,  i\Iass., 
daughter  of  Archibald  and  Elizabeth  (jMartin) 
Bailey.  Mrs.  Horton  survived  her  husband,  but 
passed  away,  Oct.  15,  1900.  Their  children  were: 
Jarvis,  born  Aug.  23,  1842,  who  died  March  8, 
1844;  Halsey  E.,  born  Dec.  5,  1844;  Jonathan  M., 
born  i\Iay  6,  1846,  who  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Horton  Bros.,  grocers  at  Providence,  and  who 
died  July  29,  1888,  unmarried;  Benjamin  T.,  born 
IMarc'h  8,  1848,  of  East  Providence;  Elizabeth  E., 
born  Aug.  6,  1849,  died  Nov.  17,  1881,  un- 

married; Jarvis  Scott,  born  March  26,  1851;  Orin 
C.,  born  Nov.  25,  1852,  unmarried  and  residing 
on  the  home  farm  in  Rehoboth ; Peter  N.,  born 
Sept.  22,  1854,  a farmer  in  Rehoboth,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  Horton  and  has  two  children,  Jo- 
seph and  Clara;  Susan  ]\I.,  born  May  12,  1857, 
who  married  Thomas  J.  Whittaker,  resides  in  Re- 
hoboth. and  has  six  children,  Lillian,  Mary,  Cora, 
Florence,  Clifford  and  Grace. 

Halsey  E.  Horton  was  born  Dec.  5,  1844,  in 
Rehoboth,  and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the 
farm  of  his  uncle,  James  S.  Horton,  with  whom  he 
lived  from  the  age  of  four  years  to  his  eighteenth 
year.  He  received  his  education  in  the  Rehoboth 
school  in  District  No.  9,  later  attending  A.  G. 
Scholfield’s  Commercial  College,  where  he  took 
a course  in  bookkeeping.  During  the  year  1873 
he  attended  Warner,  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College.  In  iMay,  1864,  he  left  the  farm,  came  to 
Providence  and  was  employed  by  H.  F.  Horton  as 
a clerk  in  the  latter’s  grocery  store,  and  there  re- 
mained for  six  months.  After  about  a year  spent 
at  home  he  returned  to  Providence  and  was  em- 
ployed for  over  a year  in  the  grocery  store  of 
Benjamin  F.  Potter  on  Smith  street.  Soon  after 
leaving  there  he  worked  for  a time  for  the  Provi- 
dence Tool  Company,  leaving  there  to  accept  a 
position  with  Joel  C.  Balcom,  who  conducted  a 
market  and  grocery  on  India  street. 

Air.  Horton  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Bal- 
com about  nine  years.  He  left  to  form  a partner- 
ship April  I,  1876,  with  his  brothers,  Jonathan  M., 
Benjamin  T.  and  Jarvis  S.,  under  the  name  of 
Horton  Bros.  They  purchased  the  grocery  store 
of  P.  A.  Munroe  & Co.,  on  Canal  street.  Provi- 
dence. Benjamin  T.  Horton  later  withdrew  from 
the  firm,  and  Jonathan  M.  died  in  1888,  so  that 
for  many  years  the  firm,  while  retaining  the  origi- 
nal name,  was  conducted  by  Halsey  E.  and  Jarvis 
S.  Horton.  The  firm  enjoyed  continued  business 
prosperity  until  it  was  closed  out  by  the  Messrs. 
Horton  June  i,  1900.  The  house  had  a solid  com- 
mercial standing,  and  the  partners  became  suc- 
cessful, at  the  same  time  earning  a well  merited 
reputation  for  strict  integrity  and  straightforward 
dealings  at  all  times. 

After  retiring  from  the  mercantile  business  Mr. 
Halsey  E.  Horton  engaged  in  the  management  of 
his  private  affairs  and  real  estate,  as  well  as  being 


agent  for  and  caring  for  tbe  estates  of  other  peo- 
ple, until  his  death  Sept.  26,  1907.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican,  but  not  especially  active  in  the 
party  work.  Mr.  Horton  was  an  attendant  upon 
services  at  the  Hope  Street  Alethodist  Church,  was 
a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  auditor  of 
the  board.  He  was  at  one  time  a member  of  Roger 
Williams  Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Narra- 
gansett  Encampment,  No.  i. 

On  Dec.  8,  1880,  Air.  Horton  was  married  to 
Miss  Kate  Henshaw  Leader,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Shadrac  and  Rebecca  Leader.  Rev.  Mr.  Leader  was 
a Methodist  minister.  Mrs.  Horton  died  Jan.  12, 
1881,  aged  twenty-seven  years,  and  Mr.  Horton 
was  again  married  in  Providence,  Alay  15,  1883, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Rhodes,  of  Providence, 
daughter  of  George  A.  and  Eliza  G.  Rhodes. 

Jarvis  Scott  Horton  was  born  Alarch  26,  1851, 
in  Rehoboth,  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  at  Warner,  Bryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College,  where  he  attended  the  day  ses- 
sions for  three  months,  and  went  one  year  to  the 
night  sessions.  He  came  to  Providence  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  and  became  an  apprentice  to  Mr. 
S.  W.  Pierce,  of  the  firm  of  Lee  & Pierce,  contrac- 
tors, to  learn  the  trade  of  mason.  He  worked  at 
this  only  a short  time,  as  in  the  spring  of  1870  Air. 
Pierce  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  this  closed  the 
apprenticeship.  Air.  Horton  went  back  to  the  home 
farm  in  Rehoboth  but  in  the  fall  of  1870  returned 
to  Providence  and  accepted  a position  with  the 
Providence  Tool  Company,  remaining  there  about 
two  years.  He  then  spent  nine  months  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  along  the  west  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river  in  Pennsylvania.  Returning  to 
Providence  he  was  again  employed  by  the  Provi- 
dence Tool  Company  until  1876,  wdien  he  became 
an  original  partner  in  the  firm  of  Horton  Bros., 
grocers,  and  continued  in  business  until  the  firm 
dissolved  in  1900.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Horton  has 
been  engaged  in  the  merchandise  commission  bus- 
iness. In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  is  a 
member,  as  are  all  the  others  of  his  family,  of  As- 
bury  Alemorial  M.  E.  Church,  and  is  a member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  is  church  treasurer. 
Air.  Horton  formerly  was  a member  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams Lodge,  I.  O.  6.  F. 

On  Jan.  9,  1878,  Air.  Horton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Ida  Frances  Battey,  of  Provi- 
dence, daughter  of  Alden  A.  and  Lucinda  D. 
(Weaver)  Battey.  To  them  three  children  have 
been  born:  (i)  Everett  Jarvis,  born  Alarch  10. 
1880,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Providence,  and  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1902.  Soon  after  leaving  college,  he 
accepted  a positirn  as  traveling  salesman  for  Wil- 
lis H.  Stokes,  dealer  in  teas  and  coffees.  Provi- 
dence, and  remained  with  him  until  he  accepted  a 
similar  position  with  N.  L.  Berry  & Co.,  flour  and 
grain  dealers.  He  is  a member  of  tbe  board  of 
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trustees  of  the  x-\sbury  ^Memorial  Church,  is  quite 
active  in  church  work  and  is  president  of  the  F.p- 
worth  League.  Since  the  fall  of  1903  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Republican  city  committee  from 
the  Second  ward.  He  was  married  Aug.  16,  1905, 
to  Miss  Mabel  Iris  Clark,  of  iNIansonville,  Quebec, 
and  has  one  child.  Iris  Clark.  (2)  Clarence  Al- 
den,  born  Jan.  8,  1882,  died  July  12,  1884.  (3) 

Elmer  Stuart,  born  Jan.  4,  1888,  prepared  at  Hope 
Street  high  school,  and  then  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity, where  he  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1910. 

Mr.  Jarvis  S.  Horton  is  a successful,  self-made 
man,  as  was  his  brother  Halsey  E.  Their  reputa- 
tion for  high  character  and  integrity  is  undisputed, 
and  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  fellow-men 
well  merited. 

BENJAMIN  TAYLOR  HORTON,  a sub- 
stantial farmer  and  dairyman  of  East  Providence, 
and  a member  of  the  well  known  Massachusetts- 
Rhode  Island  family  of  Hortons,  was  born  March 
8,  1848,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  son  of  John  M.  and 
Eliza  (Bailey)  Horton. 

Mr.  Horton  was  reared  to  farm  work  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  school,  and  at  the 
Warner,  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College,  at 
Providence.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist  in  the  works  of 
the  Providence  Tool  Company,  where  he  remained 
for  a time  after  perfecting  himself  in  the  work. 
Later  he  was  employed  in  the  factory  of  the  New 
England  Screw  Company  for  a short  time,  and 
subsequently  became  an  employe  of  the  Hopedale 
Machine  Company,  manufacturers  of  cotton  ma- 
chinery, a part  of  his  duties  being  the  setting  up 
and  changing  of  their  machinery,  work  that 
required  skill.  He  remained  with  this  com- 
pany until  August  28,  1874,  when  he  met 

with  an  accident  from  a premature  ex- 

plosion while  blasting  rocks  on  the  home  farm  in 
Rehoboth,  which  accident  cost  him  the  sight  of  one 
eye,  and  affected  the  other  so  that  he  could  not 
work  at  the  machinery  as  before.  When  he  was 
able  to  return  to  work  he  was  again  employed  by 
the  Hopedale  Machine  Company  as  a laborer,  but 
about  this  time  he  began  to  devote  his  attention  to 
farm  work  and  the  dairy  business,  establishing  a 
milk  route  in  the  city  of  Providence,  from  the  farm 
in  Rehoboth.  The  business  grew  and,  desiring  a 
location  near  the  city,  he  purchased  in  1877,  the 
David  Anthony  homestead  in  East  Providence, 
later  adding  other  land,  and  there  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  Horton  continued  the  milk  route  with 
success  for  many  years,  and  then  disposed  of  it. 
He  now  operates  a small  route  in  East  Providence. 
For  a number  of  years  he  operated  a stone  quarry 
on  his  farm.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Horton  Brothers,  grocers  at  Providence,  for  a time 
after  its  organization,  but  never  took  an  active  part 
in  the  business. 


1791 

On  Oct.  6,  1880,  IMr.  Horton  was  married  in 
East  Providence  to  Miss  Sarah  Peckham,  born 
July  18,  1849,  daughter  of  Giles  and  Sarah  (West) 
Peckham.  Giles  Peckham,  a mason  by  trade,  was 
a native  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  died  in  East 
Providence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  have  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : a son  that  lived  only  two  days ; 
Benjamin  Giles,  born  Nov.  21,  1886;  Walter  Ellis, 
Sept.  15,  1889;  and  Elizabeth  IMay,  Jan.  8,  1892, 
who  died  Feb.  20,  1893.  Mr.  Horton  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  but  his  interest  therein  does  not 
extend  to  the  desire  for  public  office.  Socially  he 
is  a member  of  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No.  3,  I. 
O.  O.  F.  He  has  ever  been  a hard  working  man, 
and  is  a splendid  type  of  a citizen  and  a creditable 
representative  of  an  old  and  substantial  family. 

HENRY  F.  SAYLES,  senior  member'  of  the 
cotton  worsted  manufacturing  concern  of  Sayles  & 
Prendergast,  at  Woonsocket,  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous business  establishments  of  the  city,  is  a de- 
scendant of  the  Burrillville  branch  of  the  Sayles 
family,  which  for  generations  has  been  foremost 
in  the  manufacturing  industry  of  this  section  of 
New  England.  His  birth  occurred  Dec.  19,  1845, 
at  Pascoag,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  and  he  is 
a son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Nancy  Jane  (Tenney) 
Sayles,  and  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  John  Sayles,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  his  lineage  being  traced  back  through  Ed- 
win C.,  Nicholas,  Ahab,  Isracd,  Richard,  John  (2), 
and  John,  who  married  IMary,  daughter  of  Roger 
Williams.  Edwin  C.  Sayles,  father  of  Henry  F., 
is  a venerable  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Bur- 
rillville, and  a complete  sketch  of  his  life  and  fam- 
ily will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Henry  F.  Sayles  were 
spent  in  his  native  village,  and  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited.  He  early  was  ‘‘put  into  the 
harness”  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  began 
driving  a team  for  his  father,  hauling  freight  be- 
tween Pascoag  and  the  railroad  station  at  Black- 
stone,  Mass.  He  was  in  this  way  employed  until 
the  age  of  eighteen,  when  his  father  purchased  an 
one-half  interest,  having  Job  A.  Walden  as  a part- 
ner, in  the  mill  at  Bridgeton,  formerly  conducted 
by  the  late  Philip  W.  Hawkins.  Young  Sayles  be- 
gan at  the  bottom  in  this  mill,  and  so  readily  did 
he  take  to  the  business  that  he  worked  through 
every  department,  and  finally  had  charge  of  the 
mill.  After  leaving  this  position  he  went  to  Day- 
ville.  Conn.,  where  he  became  superintendent  of  the 
mill  conducted  by  his  uncle,  Harris  C.  Sayles,  and 
remained  there  for  six  years.  He  then  became 
superintendent  and  part  owner  of  the  mill  of  Evans 
& Seagrave,  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seventeen  years,  resigning  in  1893, 
when  instead  of  the  ninety-five  narrow  looms  which 
had  been  in  use  at  the  time  of  his  coming  there  were 
fifty-four  new  broad  Crompton  looms,  and  all  new 


1792 


RHODE  ISLAND 


finishing^  machinery,  this  mill  ranking  among  the 
most  prosperous  in  the  Blackstone  \'alley.  In  1898 
Air.  Sayles  purchased  the  interest  of  Silas  Harding 
of  the  hrm  of  Harding  & Gilleran,  at  Woonsocket, 
the  name  being  changed  to  Sayles  & Gilleran.  This 
style  of  firm  was  continued  until  September,  1902, 
when  William  H.  Prendergast,  of  Burrillville,  pur- 
chased Air.  Gilleran’s  interest.  Since  that  time  the 
firm  of  Sayles  & Prendergast  have  continued  to 
operate,  doing  an  immense  business. 

On  Jan.  24,  1867,  Henry  F.  Sayles  was  married 
to  Helen  A.  Walden,  daughter  of  Job  A.  and 
Narcissus  (Salisbury)  W'alden,  and  to  this  union 
there  have  been  born  three  children : Warren  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and  Jennie 
Narcissus  and  Helen  Florence.  Mr.  Sayles  is  a 
Republican,  but  takes  little  interest  in  politics.  He 
is  a director  in  the  Woonsocket  Alachine  and 
Power  Company,  and  a part  owner  and  director 
of  the  American  Block  Company.  He  is  a well- 
known  man  in  his  line,  possessing  an  unusual 
knowledge  of  the  manufacturing  business,  a man 
of  splendid  executive  ability  and  business  acumen, 
and  the  possessor  of  many  friends. 

PETER  I’tJWERS  PALAIER,  a highly  es- 
teemed resident  of  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  who 
has  made  his  home  at  Woodville  since  1893,  has 
for  a number  of  years  been  engaged  in  farming  in 
that  section,  and  has  also  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  business  and  political  interests  of  the 
community. 

Lawton  Palmer,  the  great-grandfather  of  Peter 
P.,  lived  most  of  his  life  in  a house  which  he  had 
built  just  west  of  Canonchet  station  in  Hopkinton. 
Prior  to  that  he  had  lived  on  a farm  between  Wood- 
ville and  Hopkinton  City.  Fie  was  active  in  the 
State  militia. 

Nathaniel  -Palmer,  son  of  Lawton,  was  born 
A lay  13.  1757.  On  Oct.  31.  1781.  he  married  Alary 
Foster,  born  Nov.  t8,  1760,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Foster,  of  Stonington.  To  this  marriage  were 
born:  j^udith,  born  Dec.  31.  1782;  Alary,  born  June 
29.  T784:  Gideon,  born  Feb.  23.  1785:  Nathaniel. 

born  Oct.  4.  1786.  married  Ruth  , by  whom 

he  had  six  children  who  lived  to  adult  age,  and  of 
these  only  one  is  living.  Judith,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Ifdwards,  a resident  of  Niantic,  R.  I. ; and 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  31.  1790.  married  a Aliss  Whi- 
ter. a resident  of  Sharon.  Connecticut. 

< lideon  Palmer,  son  of  Nathaniel,  and  father  of 
Peter  P..  was  born  Feb.  23.  1785.  and  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  Ho])kinton.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  was  active  in  townshij)  affairs  and  in  the 
affairs  of  AVashingten  county.  For  fortv  or  more 
years  he  served  as  dei)uty  sheriff.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  AVhig.  He  was  a member  of  the  AT. 
E.  Church  at  Hope  Valley,  and  died  in  that  faith, 
in  August.  1869.  ATr.  Palmer  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  was  Clarissa  H.  AVatson,  and  of  their 
children  the  following  lived  to  mature  years : 


Henry  went  to  sea  in  young  manhood,  and  after 
making  a voyage  to  China  and  back,  embarked  at 
New  London,  Conn.,  for  Philadelphia  and  jivas 
never  afterward  heard  from;  Louissa  marriedAVar- 
ren  Babson,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania ; Sally  I. 
married  AA’elcome  Collins,  of  Hopkinton,  and  is 
deceased;  Gideon  died  in  Luzerne  county.  Pa.,  of 
which  county  he  was  sheriff'  at  one  time,  and  left 
children,  Henry  (a  prominent  attorney  in  the  gov- 
ernment service  in  AA'ashington,  D.  C.)  and  Louissa 
(who  has  been  afflicted  from  childhood  with  deaf- 
ness, the  result  of  scarlet  fever,  but  who  has  be- 
come a noted  literary  woman)  ; John  AA'.  was  a 
.stone  mason  by  trade,  and  died  unmarried  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven ; Ephraim  was  killed  by  a blast  at 
Fall  River,  Alass. ; 'N^haniel  F.  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  Lavina  AI.  married  Orrin  B.  Kilbourne, 
and  died  at  Hopkinton.  For  his  second  wife  Gid- 
eon Palmer  married  Alartha  Burdick,  daughter  of 
Elias  Burdick,  and  she  died  in  Alarch,  1859.  The 
children  of  this  union  were : Peter  Powers,  born 
in  Hopkinton,  Jan.  21,  1832;  Alary  J.,  deceased, 
married  Stephen  Cortland  Champlin,  and  they  had 
one  daughter,  Effie  Jane,  who_^  married  Lewis 
Brown,  of  Providence,  R.  I.;AHarissa  Emily  be- 
came the  second  wife,  and  is  now  the  widow,  of 
‘'Orrin  B.  Kilbourne,  and  resides  in  AAdsconsin ; 
Elias  is  a farmer  of  North  Otis,  Alass. ; Julia  mar- 
ried James  L.  AA'ard,  of  P’rovidence  ;•  Annie  mar- 
ried David  Talbot,  of  AA'isconsin  ; Ephraim  lives  at 
“Eern  Side,”  Alass.;  and  Elizabeth  married  a Air. 
Tinker,  of  Wisconsin. 

"Peter  Powers  Palmer  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Hopkinton,  near  Canonchet  Station,  Jan.  21,  1832, 
and  attended  school  in  the  Seventh  and  Fifth  dis- 
tricts. He  engaged  in  farming,  and  for  one  year 
worked  at  the  Alillstone  Quarry  in  AVaterford, 
Conn.,  where  he  farmed  for  nine  years.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  returned  to  Hopkinton 
and  purchased  the  old  homestead,  engaging  in  the 
lumber  business  for  many  years,  both  during  and 
after  the  war,  and  also  carrying  on  contracting  and 
building.  In  1863  he  engaged  in  buying  cattle  and 
horses,  but  only  continued  in  this  line  for  several 
years,  and  of  late  years  has  engaged  in  farming. 
In  early  life  Air.  Palmer  was  a Republican,  but 
changed  to  the  Democratic  party.  For  several 
years  he  was  a resident  of  Richmond,  and  while 
there  was  nominated  twice  for  representative,  but 
was  not  elected.  He  has  been  assessor  of  Hop- 
kinton, and  has  held  many  of  the  minor  town  of- 
fices. 

Peter  P.  Palmer  was  married  in  Hopkinton,  R. 
I.,  Alarch  23,  1856,  to  Caroline  L.  Chapi)ell,  born 
A])ril  20,  1839,  in  Hopkinton,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Alary  (Tabor)  Chappell,  ami  to  this  union 
these  children  were  born  : Emma  A.  married  AAHl- 
ler  E.  Browning,  and  has  four  children.  Alattie 
C.,  AA'allace  E.,  L'a  A.  and  Alerton  E. ; Ernest  P., 
of  Richmond,  married  Josephine  AVoodmansee,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Plarold  E. ; Everett  P.,  of 
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Hopkinton,  married  Annie  Jackson,  and  had  chil- 
dren, Eva  G.,  Peter  P.,  Theodore  A.,  Walter  E. 
and  Frank  E. ; Annie,  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  married 
George  Sheffield,  and  has  two  children,  Lizzie  A. 
and  James  Palmer;  jMary  married  Oscar  Edwards 
and  has  two  children,  Dalton  L.  and'Emeline;  Gid- 
eon R.,  of  Hopkinton,  married  Leona  Church ; 
‘G^by  C.,  of  Exeter,  R.  I.,  married' L.  A.  Worden, 
aiffi  has  two  children,^nduisa  A.  and'Edna  L. ; and 
^lary  W.,  of  Hopkinton,  married  Jennie  Dayton, 
and  has  three  children,  Wilmer,  Vernon  and  De- 
\’ere  E. 

Peter  P.  Palmer  is  one  of  the  successful  business 
men  and  farmers  in  his  section  of  the  State,  and 
few,  if  any,  are  any  better  known.  He  is  a man 
whose  many  acts  of  kindness  have  endeared  him  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  He  is  highly  respected  and 
of  strict  integrity,  a man  whose  word  is  as  good  as 
his  bond,  and  his  place  could  not  be  easily  filled. 

THOiMAS  A.  BUELL,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  his  home  in  Woonsocket,  where  for  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  a well  known  soap  manufac- 
turer, was  born  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Sept.  15,  1843, 
a member  of  an  old  New  England  family  which  has 
for  generations  made  its  home  in  Connecticut. 

(I)  William  Buell,  or  Bewelle  or  Beville,  born 
about  1610  at  Chesterton,  in  Huntingdonshire, 
England,  came  to  America  about  1630,  settling  first 
at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  thence  removed  to  Win- 
sor.  Conn.,  about  1635-6,  where  he  died  Nov.  23, 
1681.  His  wife,  Mary,  whom  he  married  at  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  Nov.  18,  1640,  died  Sept.  2,  1684.  Their 
children,  all  born  at  Windsor,  were : Samuel,  born 
Sept.  2,  1641;  Mary,  Sept.  3,  1642;  Peter,  Aug. 
19,  1644;  Hannah,  Jan.  8,  1647;  Hepsibah,  Dec. 
II,  1649;  Sarah,  March  21,  1654;  and  Abigail, 
Feb.  12,  1656. 

(H)  Samuel  Buell,  son  of  William,  born  Sept. 
2,  1641,  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  married  Nov.  13  (or 
18),  1662,  in  Windsor,  Deborah,  born  June  28, 
1646,  daughter  of  Edward  Griswold,  of  Windsor. 
Mr.  Buell  became  a resident  of  Killingworth  and 
an  extensive  land  owner,  held  many  important  pub- 
lic offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  was  denominated 
in  the  town  records  as  “gentleman.”  He  died  July 
II,  1720,  and  his  wife  died  Feb.  7,  1719.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  July  20,  1663;  Deb- 
orah, Oct.  18,  1665 ; Hannah,  Sept.  6,  1667 ; 

^lary,  Nov.  28,  1669;  John,  Feb.  17,  1671;  Han- 
nah (2),  May  4,  1674;  William,  Oct.  18,  1676; 
David,  Feb.  15,  1679;  Josiah,  born  March  17,  1681  ; 
Mehitabel,  Aug.  22,  1682;  Peter,  Dec.  3,  1684;  and 
Benjamin,  in  1686. 

(HI)  Deacon  John  Buell,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Feb.  17,  1671,  in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  married  at 
Windsor,  Conn.,  Nov.  20,  1695,  Mary,  born  Jan. 
5,  1679,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Por- 
ter) Loomis,  of  Windsor,  Conn.  Mr.  Buell  re- 
mained at  Killingworth  until  he  arrived  at  man- 
hood, when  he  settled  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and 
113 


1793 

thence  in  1721  went  to  Litchfield,  Conn.,  of  which 
place  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  pioneers. 
He  died  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  April  9,  1746,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  and  Mrs.  Buell  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1768.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  born  Dec. 

11,  1696;  John,  Feb.  i,  1699;  Isaac,  March  27, 
1701;  Abigail,  March  26,  1702;  Hannah,  Dec.  7, 
1703;  Lois,  March  12,  1706;  Deborah,  in  January, 
1708;  Peter,  iMay  27,  1710;  Ebenezer,  March  16, 
1713;  Solomon,  Aug.  30,  1715;  Jonathan,  Dec.  15, 
1717;  Elizabeth,  April  27,  1720;  and  Rachel,  May 
22,  1723. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Buell,  son  of  Deacon  John,  born 
Alarch  16,  1713,  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  was  taken  by 
his  father  to  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1720,  where  he 
died  Feb.  25,  1801,  aged  nearly  eighty-eight  years. 
He  married  (first)  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Oct.  19, 
^73)^)  Dorothy  Gillett,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  born 
Dec.  10,  1710,  and  she  died  June  24,  1767.  He 
married  (second)  Jan.  5,  1768,  Widow  Ruth 
(Lewis)  Davis,  born  Sept,  i,  1729,  and  died  Sept. 

19,  1796,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  Lewis,  of  Goshen, 
Conn.  Ebenezer  Buell’s  children,  all  save  two 
born  to  the  first  marriage,  were:  John,  born  June 
25>  1737;  Mary,  June  16,  1738;  Dorothy,  May  19, 
1739;  Azubah,  Aug.  27,  1740;  Chloe,  Aug.  10, 
1742;  Hannah,  July  19,  1743;  Chloe  (2),  April  12, 
1745;  a son,  twin  to  Chloe,  April  13,  1745  (died 
the  same  day)  ; Ebenezer,  March  26  (or  27),  1747; 
Sarah,  March  ii,  1750;  John,  Oct.  ii,  1751;  Obed, 
April  25,  1769;  and  Esther,  Feb.  i,  1772. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Buell  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
March  26  (or  27),  1747,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried Nov.  24,  1768,  Hannah  Plumb.  He  died  May 
26,  1823,  and  she  Sept.  6,  1835.  Their  children 
were:  infant  son,  born  and  died  Sept.  28,  1769; 
Elizabeth,  born  June  7,  1770;  Miles,  Aug.  28,  1772; 
Lorain,  Oct.  16,  1776;  and  Truman,  April  28,  1786. 

(VI)  Truman  Buell,  son  of  Ebenezer  (2),  born 
April  28,  1786,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  married  at 
Goshen,  Conn.,  Aug.  14,  1805,  Nancy,  born  April 

12,  1785,  daughter  of  Wait  and  Mary  Hinman,  of 
Goshen,  Conn.  Their  children  were : Lorania, 
born  Sept.  26,  1806;  Alary,  Oct.  16,  1807;  George, 
Oct.  10,  1809;  Ezra,  April  20,  1812;  Albert,  Oct. 

20,  1814  ; Albin,  Oct.  20,  1814;  Angeline,  Nov.  2, 
1817;  and  David,  Oct.  6,  1824. 

(VH)  Albert  Buell,  son  of  Truman,  was  a na- 
tive of  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Stonington,  New  London  county,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with  William 
Noyse.  He  followed  that  trade  in  connection  with 
millwrighting,  and  made  these  occupations  his  life 
work.  He  died  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Airs.  Clarke,  Sept.  12,  1895,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  He  was  first  a Whig  and  later 
a Republican,  and  in  religious  matters  was  a Bap- 
tist, in  the  church  of  his  faith  in  Westerly  he  was  a 
deacon  for  fifty  years.  He  was  married  in  Ston- 
ington, New  London  Co..  Conn.,  in  April,  1840, 
to  Nancy  Noyes,  born  Feb.  16,  1816,  who  died 


1794 


RHODE  ISLAND 


Feb.  14,  i860,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Nancy 
(Slack)  Noyes.  INlr.  Buell  married  (second)  Dec. 
20,  i860,  Ann  Budlong,  horn  July  i,  1834,  who 
died  April  7,  1877.  i\lr.  Buell  married  (third) 
Caroline  Hill,  born  in  February,  1823,  who  died 
Dec.  24,  1895.  The  children  of  iMr.  Buell,  all  horn 
to  the  first  marriage,  were:  Albert  N.,  born  Jan. 
30,  1841  (resides  in  Stockton,  Cal.)  ; William  D., 
iMarch  26,  1842  (died  in  1852)  ; Thomas  Alhin, 
Sept.  15,  1843;  Anna  IMaria,  Nov.  19,  1845  (mar- 
ried Stephen  Budlong  of  ^^'esterly,  R.  I.;  died 
Feb.  2,  1882)  ; iMary  Jane,  Aug.  26,  1850  (married 
Franklin  Clarke,  is  a widow  and  resides  in  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.)  ; Ella  Theresa,  Aug.  14,  1852  (died 
Oct'.  12,  1853). 

(VIII)  Thomas  Alhin  Buell,  born  Sept.  15, 
1843,  attended  the  local  schools  of  Westerly, 
his  opportunities  for  an  education  being  somewhat 
limited.  He  started  in  to  work  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  being  hired  out  at  seven  dollars  per  month 
at  farm  work  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  at  which  kind 
of  labor  he  spent  four  years.  When  sixteen  years 
old  he  went  to  work  in  a woolen  mill,  in  the  re- 
pairing department,  and  there  continued  until  1867. 
After  spending  one  year  at  another  place,  in  April, 
1868,  i\lr.  Buell  located  in  Woonsocket,  finding 
employment  as  a loom  fixer  in  the  Lippitt  Mill  for 
three  years.  In  1872  he  accepted  a position  with 
Stephen  Mason  in  liis  soap  works  at  W oonsocket, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  i\Ir.  iMason  sold  out 
to  George  F.  Davis,  who  conducted  the  business 
for  one  year  and  six  months,  at  which  time,  in 
1875.  i\Ir.  Buell  bought  the  plant,  and  for  nearly 
twenty  years  was  one  of  the  leading  soap  manufac- 
turers of  New  England.  In  1895  he  sold  out  the 
business  to  his  brother-in-law,  E.  P.  Eenton,  who 
now  conducts  it.  Since  giving  up  the  manufactur- 
ing business  iMr.  Buell  has  devoted  his  time  to  his 
real  estate  interests.  He  owns  a half-interest  in  the 
Woonsocket  Hotel,  and  also  owns  a fine  cottage 
at  Sakonnet  Point  in  Little  Compton,  where  he  and 
his  family  spend  their  summers.  He  is  a director 
in  the  Globe  National  Bank  of  Woonsocket,  and 
is  prominently  connected  with  various  other  bus- 
iness enterprises.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
l)ublican,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  public  life. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  iMorning  Star 
Lodge  of  ^Masons  and  the  A.  O.  L.  W. 

Mr.  Buell  was  married  (first)  in  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  in  1874  to  IMiss  Hattie  Scofield,  who  died,  leav- 
ing two  children : Gertrude  Emery,  who  married 
Henry  C.  Card,  and  resides  in  Philadelphia;  and 
Hattie.  May,  who  married  Samuel  Hudson,  editor 
of  the  Evening  Call,  Woonsocket.  i\lr.  Buell  was 
married  (second)  to  Mrs.  Mary  B.  (b'enton) 
Cook,  sister  of  Ered  P.  Eenton. 

BENJAMIN  E.  W'ATERHOUSE.  The  his- 
torv  of  tlie  woolen  manufacturing  business  in  New 
England  would,  indeed,  be  incomplete  without  the 
life  story  of  Benjamin  I'.  Waterhouse,  of  Centre- 


ville,  who  in  spite  of  advancing  years  is  still  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Kent  iManufac- 
turing  Company,  and  who  is  the  sole  proprietor 
of  the  mill  which  he  entered  as  a boy  and  left 
a proficient  woolen  manhfacturer.  j\Ir.  W'ater- 
house  belongs  to  the  old  school  of  sturdy,  upright 
manufacturers — active  and  energetic  himself,  he 
looks  for  energy  in  others,  and  he  demands  first 
class  work.  The  product  of  his  mill  bears  closest 
inspection,  and  his  name  has  a high  value  in  busi- 
ness circles.  /\.s  an  employer  he  is  kind  and  just, 
and  his  employes  know  they  will  be  accorded  fair 
play  at  all  times,  and  they,  in  turn,  give  him  their 
loyal  service  and  honest  esteem. 

Thomas  W'aterhouse  was  a resident  of  iMel- 
tham,  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  was  occupied 
as  a weaver  of  woolen  fabrics.  He  was  the  father 
of  seven  children,  namely : Samuel,  Richard, 

James,  Matthew,  IMary,  Ruth  and  JMartha. 

Richard  Waterhouse,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Meltham,  England,  and  in  1846  he  came  to 
America,  at  once  settling  in  Centreville,  R.  L, 
where  he  found  employment  in  the  Waterhouse  & 
Allen  mill.  He  continued  there  until  his  death 
Jan.  2,  1872.  His  wife  ]\Iary,  was  a daughter  of 
John  Hurst,  of  jMeltham.  Their  children  were: 
jMaria,  Benjamin  E.,  Walker,  Richard,  IMartha, 
Mary,  Hannah,  John,  Sarah,  iMaggie  and  Emma, 

Benjamin  E.  Waterhouse,  son  of  Richard,  was 
born  in  IMeltham,  England,  Sept.  15,  1830.  His 
school  advantages  were  meager,  being  limited  to 
what  he  acquired  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  his 
education  was  futhered  only  by  his  application  at 
home.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  he  entered  the 
woolen  mill,  and  began  winding  bobbins.  At  the 
end  of  three  years  he  was  given  a hand  loom,  and 
this  he  operated  until  brought  to  America  in  1846 
by  his  parents.  On  reaching  their  new  home  in 
Centreville  he  entered  the  same  mill  in  which  his 
father  was  employed,  and  he  remained  there  until 
he  had  mastered  all  the  various  stages  of  the  work 
and  had  become  proficient  as  a woolen  manufac- 
turer. He  next  went  into  the  mill  of  Ezra  Pollard, 
at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  as  foreman  of  the  weav- 
ing dejiartment,  and  there  he  remained  until  1857. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Philadelphia 
where  he  remained  for  six  years  in  a mill. 
In  1863  he  returned  to  East  Greenwich, 
and  for  six  years  he  was  superintendent  of 
a mill  for  his  uncle  James  Waterhouse,  later  hold- 
ing a , similar  position  in  a mill  at  Burrillville,  R. 
I.  In  1872  ]\Ir.  Waterhouse  returned  to  Centre- 
ville, and  with  others  organized  the  Kent  IManu- 
facturing  Company,  becoming  owner  of  one-fourth 
of  the  stock,  and  accepting  the  position  of  manager 
for  the  company.  In  July,  1888,  he  purchased  the 
property  of  which  he  is  now  the  sole  owner — the 
mill  in  which  he  first  worked  in  this  country — and 
lie  is  president  of  the  company  and  still  active  in 
the  mill.  In  1889  George  B.  Waterhouse  was 
made  treasurer,  and  Richard  E.  Waterhouse  su- 
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perintendent.  Since  the  early  nineties  the  capacity 
of  the  mills  has  been  increased  over  fifty  per  cent, 
and  employment  is  now  given  225  hands. 

On  Nov.  3,  1853,  j\Ir.  Waterhouse  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Margaret  Liddle,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Liddle.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  children  as  follows:  Benjamin  W.,  Henry 
A.,  Richard  Edgar,  George  B.,  Fanny  F.,  Maggie 

M.  and  Charles.  All  of  the  sons  except  Henry  A. 
have  been  associated  in  business  with  the  father, 
Henry  A.  being  superintendent  of  the  Sayles  mill 
at  Pascoag,  R.  I.  For  many  years  Benjamin  F. 
Waterhouse  has  been  warden  of  St.  Philip’s  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Crompton. 

George  Boyd  Waterhouse,  son  of  Benjamin 
F.,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1863,  and  was  educated  in  tbe 
public  schools  of  Centreville  and  in  East  Green- 
wich Academy,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1885. 
He  then  entered  the  Kent  Mills,  of  which  fiis  father 
was  the  head,  accepting  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
and  designer,  and  this  position  he  filled  for  three 
years.  In  1888  he  was  elected  treasurer,  and  be- 
came a director  in  the  company,  faithfully  and 
conscientiously  performing  his  duties  to  the  gen- 
eral satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  to  the  present 
time.  In  1894  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Centreville  National  Bank  at  Arctic  Centre,  suc- 
ceeding the  late  Hon.  Enos  Lapham,  and  for  the 
past  thirteen  years  he  has  ably  guided  the  affairs 
of  that  financial  institution.  He  is  a man  of 
marked  ability  and  has  used  his  influence  for  the 
good  of  the  community.  He  is  a vestryman  and 
treasurer  of  St.  Philip’s  Episcopal  Church  at 
Crompton.  In  politics  he  takes  no  active  part. 

Richard  Edgar  Waterhouse,  another  son  of 
Benjamin  F.,  was  born  at  Centreville  Nov.  24, 
1857.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  at  Centreville,  in  East  Greenwich  Academy 
and  in  Eastman’s  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie, 

N.  Y.  As  soon  as  he  left  school  he  entered  his 
father’s  employ  in  the  mill,  and  he  there  learned 
all  branches  of  the  work.  In  1885  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  mill,  a position  he  has  held 
for  the  past  twenty-two  years,  and  he  has  the  con- 
fidence not  alone  of  the  company  but  of  the  em- 
ployes. He  is  a director  in  the  company,  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Waterhouse  married  Miss  Dora  Arnold, 
daughter  of  William  Arnold,  and  she  died  in  1897, 
leaving  two  children,  lola  and  Richard  Edgar,  Jr. 
Like  his  father  and  brother  Mr.  Waterhouse  is  a 
member  of  St.  Philip’s  Church  at  Crompton. 

DAVID  CHAUNCEY  TODD,  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive farmers,  prominent  citizens  and  public  of- 
ficials of  North  Smithfield,  who  for  many  years 
has  filled  the  position  of  tax  collector,  is  a native 
of  that  place,  born  on  the  old  Andrews  homestead, 
Dec.  6,  1842,  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and  hon- 
orable families  of  New  England. 


Christopher  Todd,  the  progenitor  of  many  of 
the  Connecticut  Todds,  was  a son  of  William  Todd, 
of  Pontefract,  Yorkshire,  England.  He  married 
Grace,  daughter  of  ^lichael  ^liddlebrook,  of  Holds 
Mills,  and  came  to  this  country  as  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  Davenport’s  New  Haven  Colony  in 
163/.  He  was  an  original  settler  in  New  Haven, 
1639,  a proprietor  in  1685,  and  died  the  next  year! 
He  owned  the  large  lot  on  Elm  street,  between 
Church  and  Orange,  subsequently  known  as  the 
Blue  Aleetinghouse  lot,  and  resided  on  it.  The 
place  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for 
TOO  years.  The  name  has  been  perpetuated  through 
his  sons,  John  and  Samuel.  Of  these  John  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Hon.  Matthew  Gilbert,  and 
(second)  Sarah  Blackman;  and  Samuel  married 
Alary,  daughter  of  William  Bradley.  A number  of 
the  name,  of  the  early  generations,  were  graduated 
from  Tale  College,  became  ministers  and  settled 
as  pastors  over  churches.  The  Todds  were  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  prior  to  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  one  John  Todd  took  part.  Toward 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  liv- 
ing in  the  town  of  Huntington,  Conn.,  Rev.  Am- 
brose Todd  and  his  wife,  where  was  born  in  1798 
their  son.  Rev.  Ambrose  S.  Todd,  D.  D.,  a suc- 
cessful clergyman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  who  for  nearly  forty  years  was  rector  of 
St.  John’s  Church  in  Stamford. 

Chauncey  Todd,  the  grandfather  of  David  C., 
was  born  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  Alarcli  24,  17S4, 
and  when  a young  man  removed  to  New  York 
State,  where,  on  Oct.  30,  1812,  he  married 

Susan  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  Julv  18, 
1792.  Their  children  were:  Lucy,  born  Oct.  30, 
1813;  Dec.  3,  1814;  Albert,  Aug.  23,  1816; 

Julianna,  April  12,  1818;  Charles,  June  3,  1820; 
Edward,  Aug.  i,  1822;  Ambrose,  Dec.  12,  1825; 
George,  Dec.  13,  1827;  Russell,  July  5,  1830; 
Mary,  Aug.  7,  1832;  and  Chauncey,  A}  )ril  24, 
1835.  The  father  of  the  above  children,  after  lo- 
cating in  New  York,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Albert  Todd,  son  of  Chauncey,  was  born  Aug. 
25,  1816,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  New  York  State, 
and  there  his  boyhood  days  were  spent.  He  left 
his  home  in  1833,  and  came  to  Rhode  Island,  walk- 
ing the  entire  distance  to  his  Uncle  Hotchkiss’ 
home,  in  what  is  now  North  Smithfield,  the  jour- 
ney taking  three  weeks.  Here  he  made  his  home, 
finding  employment  with  Nelson  Taft,  a house  car- 
penter, and  with  him  he  continued  for  a short 
time.  The  following  year  he  took  up  the  printing 
trade  at  Voonsocket,  working  first  on  the  Won- 
socket  Patriot,  and  was  later  employed  on  the 
Providence  Journal,  where  he  continued  until  1840. 
At  this  time,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  was 
compelled  to  give  up  the  printing  trade,  and,  re- 
turning to  North  Smithfield,  engaged  in  farming 
on  the  David  Andrews  homestead,  until  his  health 
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was  restored.  He  then  again  took  np  the  trade 
of  compositor,  being  employed  on  the  oonsocket 
Patriot^  and  while  in  that  city  built  a home,  but, 
finding  that  his  health  would  not  permit  his  con- 
tinuing at  the  trade,  he  returned  to  the  farm,  where 
the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent,  and  where 
he  died  Alay  20,  1854,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union  cemetery 
at  North  Smithfield.  Hr.  Todd  attended  the 
Friends'  meetings,  and  was  in  politics  a ^^  hig. 
He  was  a young  man  of  exemplary  habits,  and  Ins 
early  death  closed  a promising  career. 

Hr.  Albert  Todd  was  married  Jan.  30,  1837,  to 
Abigail  H.  Andrews,  born  Hay  23,  1818,  daughter 
of  David  B.  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Andrews,  the  former 
born  Xov.  22,  1784,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Alarcy 
(Ames)  Andrews.  David  B.  Andrews  was  a mill- 
wright by  occupation,  and  died  in  North  Smith- 
field,  Aug.  19,  1826.  He  married  Feb.  i,  1807, 
Sarah  Smith,  born  Oct.  23,  1785,  who  died  Aug. 
2,  1834,  the  mother  of  Daniel  S.,  klary  A.,  David 
B.,  Abigail  AT  and  Lucy.  The  children  born  to 
^Ir.  and  Hrs.  Albert  Todd  were:  Javan  N.,  a jew- 
eler who  resided  in  Providence,  married  Helen  S. 
Osborne,  and  died  in  1902;  David  Chauncey ; and 
Sarah  A.  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

David  Chauncey  Todd  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  Dec.  6,  1842,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  but  twelve 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  in  his  early 
years  he  worked  for  Nelson  Taft,  continuing  with 
this  gentleman  until  his  mother's  death,  when  he 
settled  on  the  home  farm  and  has  there  continued 
to  the  present  time,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  has  also  engaged  extensively  in  carpen- 
tering, in  Woonsocket  and  other  places,  building 
many  structures.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  erecting  in  1879  a mill  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years 
he  has  operated  successfully.  He  is  a man  of  en- 
terprise and  public  spirit,  and  is  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community.  In 
1871  Hr.  Todd  was  elected  tax  collector,  a position 
he  filled  until  1894,  and  to  which  he  was  again 
elected  in  1896,  having  acted  in  that  capacity  with 
great  credit  to  the  present  lime.  During  this  time 
it  is  estimated  that  iSlr.  Todd  has  handled  over 
81,000,000  of  public  money.  He  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  assessors  for  five  years,  being  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  although  independent  in  his 
ideas.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  also  been 
engaged  in  collecting  rents  for  private  parties  in 
Woonsocket,  and  Providence.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance,  being  one  of  the  stanch 
adherents  of  that  cause  in  his  locality,  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  of  which 
he  was  master  for  four  years.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  is  a trustee.  His  wdfe 
attends  the  Friends  kleetings,  and  for  the  past  fif- 


teen years  has  been  secretary  of  the  Women's 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Hr.  Todd  was  married  in  Woonsocket  by  Rev. 
Hr.  Johnson,  a Congregational  minister,  to  Amy 
Josephine  Whitford,  born  Aug.  19,  1851,  daughter 
of  Ezra  and  Lydia  (Young)  Whitford,  the  former 
of  whom  died  in  North  Smithfield  in  1898,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  still  survives  in  her  eighty-eighth 
year.  One  child  has  been  born  to  Hr.  and  Hrs. 
Todd:  Albert  E.,  born  Oct.  27,  1872,  who  resides 
on  a part  of  the  homestead  farm,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  poultry  growing.  He  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  assessors  for  nine  years,  and  is  fra- 
ternally connected  with  the  Grange,  of  which  he 
was  master  for  four  years.  He  married  Hay  B. 
Tirrell,  of  New  Hampshire. 

HON.  HENRY  WHIPPLE,  late  Judge  of  the 
Third  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, was  born  in  Coventry,  Sept.  7,  1825,  eldest 
son  of*^ Christopher  Whipple.  When  still  young  he 
removed  to  Hopkinton,  being  given  a ride  as  far  as 
Pine  Hill,  and  walking  the  rest  of  the  way.  On 
Nov.  15,  1845,  he  married^Iary,  daughter  of^'^- 
seph  Spicer,  Sr.,  who  was  an  important  personage 
in  those  days.  In  1812  Mr.  Spicer  built  a hotel  in 
Hopkinton  City,  which  received  considerable  pa- 
tronage, as  it  was  located  on  the  turnpike  between 
Providence  and  New  London.  He  managed  its  af- 
fairs for  two  score  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  S. 
S.  Tillinghast,  John  Burdick,  Albert  Witter,  Henry 
Whipple,  Jesse  Brown  and  J.  W.  Spicer. 

In  1850  Mr.  Whipple  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Hopkinton,  serving  until  Oct.  14,  1857,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  John  W.  Foster.  His  next 
public  service  was  as  town  clerk,  which  office  he 
held  from  1858  until  1867.  E.  R.  Allen  was  his 
clerk  and  succeeded  him  in  office.  During  the  war 
Hr.  Whipple  served  as  a recruiting  officer.  Later, 
at  both  Hopkinton  and  Westerly,  he  was  assistant 
assessor  of  internal  revenue,  and  when  that  office 
was  consolidated  with  that  of  collector  he  retired. 
In  1868  he  removed  to  Westerly,  taking  up  the 
business  of  harness  making  and  carriage  trimming, 
first  being  connected  with  Lewis  Brothers,  and  la- 
ter w'ith  Charles  H.  Holdredge.  It  is  said  that  any 
work  done  by  Mr.  \Vhipple  was  always  \vell  done, 
harness  made  by  him  having  the  endurance  of  the 
“Deacon’s  One-Hoss  Shay.” 

About  1870  Mr.  W^hipple  became  sheriff  of 
Washington  county,  sticceeding  W.  H.  Berry,  and 
for  sixteen  years  was  kept  in  this  office.  When  the 
present  district  court  system  was  established.  ]\Ir. 
Whipple  w’as  chosen  judge  for  the  Third  district. 
He  served  in  this  position  for  twelve  years,  and  two 
days  before  his  death  he  was  re-elected  for  another 
term.  Judge  WBiipple  was  most  faithful  in  all 
the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  various  po- 
sitions occupied  by  him.  He  was  an  able  and  ef- 
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ficient  sheriff,  his  conduct  while  in  that  office  se- 
curing for  him  the  election  to  the  judgeship.  He 
was  best  known,  probably,  to  the  citizens  of  the 
town  from  his  connection  with  the  judicial  system 
of  the  State,  his  position  bringing  him  into  con- 
tact with  all  classes  of  people.  The  unfortunate 
and  the  degraded,  before  him  for  sentence,  always 
received  justice  at  his  hands.  In  the  civil  sessions 
of  the  Court,  Judge  Whipple  was  called  upon  to 
decide  questions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  his  de- 
cisions, always  dictated  by  common  sense  and  good 
judgment,  invariably  appealed  to  the  interested  par- 
ties. Judge  Whipple  was  not  a lawyer,  but  his 
court  stood  as  high  as  any  district  court  in  the 
State.  For  several  years  Judge  Whipple  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Westerly  Savings  Fund  & Loan  As- 
sociation, and  the  success  of  that  organization  was 
ever  one  of  his  chief  interests. 

On  June  3,  1898,  Judge  Whipple  transacted  the 
usual  business  of  the  day,  held  his  regular  session 
of  court,  tried  several  cases,  rendering  several  de- 
cisions, and  was  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits  all 
day.  At  4:15  in  the  afternoon,  while  transacting 
business  in  his  office  with  Frank  W.  Coy,  without 
a moment’s  warning  he  dropped  dead,  being  in  the 
act  of  going  to  his  safe  to  change  a bill.  In  an  ex- 
tra edition  o‘f  that  day,  the  Westerly  Sun  said : 
“The  people  of  this  town,  and  indeed  the  entire 
county,  will  be  shocked  to  hear  of  the  death,  this 
afternoon,  of  Justice  Henry  Whipple,  of  this  town. 
He  had  long  been  a prominent  figure  in  the  com- 
munity, and  his  life  had  been  one  that  had  been 
‘seen  and  read  of  all  men.’  * * * To  sum  up  the 
character  of  Judge  Whipple  would  be  to  say  that 
he  had  a high  sense  of  man’s  duty  to  his  fellow 
man,  and  that  it  was  his  purpose  and  endeavor  to 
live  in  accord  with  that  ideal.  Of  him  it  could  be 
truthfully  said : ‘He  was  the  noblest  work  of  God, 
an  honest  man.’  ” . 

IAIo  Judge  Henry  ancillary  (Spicer)  Whipple 
were  born  children,  as  follows:  (i)  4Tary  Edith 
married.  Sept.  10,  i868,HVilliam  A.  Burk,  and  has 
three  children  :^'Florence  Edith,  born  IMay  28,  1869; 
married AVilliam  D.  Kenneth,  and  has  two  children, 
^Ruth  A.  and  - Donald  W. ; and  Joseph  Henry  and 
^Villiam  E.,  born  Dec.  3,  1874,  the  former  of  whom 
married ^lary  R.  Brown,  and  the  latter*^!.  Jennie 
Davy,  of  Westerly.  (2) '^Joseph  H.  Whipple,  born 
Nov.  9,  1854,  was  married  in  1884  to'  Ella  Ham- 
mett, by  whom  he  has  had  two  children,  ^Bernice 
E.  and'^'jMary  ]M.  He  is  a pattern  maker  by  trade, 
and  is  employed  by  the  C.  B.  Cottrell  Co.,  of  Wes- 
terly. (3)'  Everett  E.  Whipple,  born  July  30, 
1857,  is  mentioned  below.  Mrs.  Whipple,  the 
mother  of  these  children,  died  in  September,  1883, 
and  in  July,  1884,  Judge  Whipple  married^’EHen 
IMurphy,  of  Mystic. 

Everett  E.  Whipple  received  his  education  in 
Hopkinton  and  Westerly.  He  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  serving  his  apprenticeship  with  C.  IMax- 
son  & Co.,  and  in  January,  1881,  he  became  con- 


nected with  C.  B.  Cottrell  & Co.,  as  a pattern  ma- 
ker, being  now  foreman  of  that  department.  On 
July  30,  1873,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Westerly 
Rides,  Rhode  Island  State  Militia,  in  which  he 
served  as  clerk,  second  sergeant,  second  lieutenant, 
first  lieutenant  and  captain.  This  company  became 
Company  E,  First  Rhode  Island  Infantry.  In  No- 
vember, 1890,  Mr.  Whipple  resigned,  but  in  IMay, 
1892,  he  was  appointed  captain  and  provost  mar- 
shal of  the  brigade  of  Rhode  Island  militia,  and 
was  on  a leave  of  absence  while  serving  as  captain 
in  the  ist  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  in  the  Span- 
ish-American  war,  lasting  from  May  6,  1898,  until 
September  loth,  of  the  same  year.  He  was  placed 
on  the  retired  list  in  May,  1900.  On  Jan.  3,  1905. 
he  was  appointed  colonel,  and  aide-de-camp  on  the 
staff  of  Gov.  George  H.  Utter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Whipple  married,  Feb.  24,  1877,  Annie  L. 
Campbell,  who  died  IMarch  23,  1890.  He  married 
(second)  Sept.  21,  1904,  in  Westerly, VMrs.  Lizzie 
Clarke  Randolph,  daughter  of  Joshua  M.  and 
Mvliza  (Lewis)  Clarke.  Col.  Whipple  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  is  an  earnest  worker  for  the  success 
of  his  party.  He  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
town  committee  a number  of  years,  was  moderator 
of  the  school  district  before  the  abolition  of  that 
system,  is  at  present  moderator  of  the  town,  and  of 
the  fire  district.  He  has  been  secretary  of  the 
Westerly  Savings  Fund  & Loan  Association  for 
about  fifteen  years.  Col.  Whipple’s  residence  is  at 
No.  49  Elm  street,  Westerly. 

DAVID  SPEAR  WILKINSON,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  citizens  of  North  Smith- 
field,  died  there  Aug.  31,  1907.  He  was  a native 
of  the  town,  born  on  the  old  Wilkinson  homestead 
Feb.  29,  1820,  a scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  New  England,  being  a descendant  in  the  sev- 
enth generation  of  Lawrance  Wilkinson,  the  first  of 
that  name  in  America. 

(I)  Lawrance  Wilkinson  (son  of  William, 
Esq.,  and  grandson  of  Lawrance,  Esq.),  of 'Lan- 
chester.  County  of  Durham,  England,  apparently 
a descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  of  Edw'ard 
HI,  early  took  service  as  a lieutenant  in  the  Royal 
army,  fighting  on  the  side  of  Charles  I,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  fall  of  Newcastle,  his  estates 
being  sequestered  by  Parliament.  He  came  to  New 
England  probably  not  far  from  1647,  on  Jan. 
27,  1657,  was  at  Providence.  He  was  juryman  in 
1659,  commissioner  that  year  and  in  1667,  and 
deputy  in  1667  and  1673.  He  married  Susanna, 
daughter  of  Christopher  Smith.  He  died  Aug.  9, 
1692.  His  children:  Samuel,  Susannah,  John,  Jo- 
hanna, Josiah  and  Susannah  (2). 

(II)  Samuel  Wilkinson  married  Plain,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  William  Wickenden,  and  they  were  res- 
idents of  Providence,  R.  I.  IMr.  Wilkinson  was  dep- 
uty twelve  times  between  1693  and  1723,  inclusive, 
justice  of  the  peace  for  thirteen  years,  a member  of 
the  town  council  in  1702  and  a captain  in  the  In- 


1798 


RHODE  ISLAND 


clian  wars.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  He  died  Aug.  27,  1727.  His  children 
were:  Samuel,  John,  ^^dlliam,  Joseph,  Ruth  (who 
married  William  Hopkins  and  became  the  mother 
of  Gov.  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Commodore  Esek 
Hopkins),  and  Susannah. 

(III)  Samuel  Wilkinson  (2),  born  Sept.  18, 
1674,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  April  13,  1697, 
Huldah,  born  Nov.  6,  1680,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Huldah  (Thayer)  Aldrich,  and  they  resided  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  i\lr.  Wilkinson  was  a tanner. 
He,  too,  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  had,  as  did  his  father,  tools  taken  from  him 
for  not  training.  He  died  Jan.  18,  1727.  His 
children  were : Huldah,  Josiah,  Samuel,  Zabiah, 
Patience,  IMercy,  David,  Jacob,  Israel,  William, 
Ruth,  Caleb,  Plain,  Peleg  and  Ichabod. 

(IV)  Israel  Wilkinson,  horn  IMarch  21,  1711, 
died  April  30,  1784.  He  married  April  6,  1732, 
!Mary,  daughter  of  Moses  Aldrich,  of  ]\Iendon, 
ITass.  He  was  treasurer  of  Smithfield  in  1750-55, 
and  a deputy  in  1748  and  from  1773  to  1775  in- 
clusive. He  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  iron 
enterprises  of  his  day  and  locality,  and  was  well 
known  in  the  surrounding  colonies.  He  was  a fine 
workman,  and  was  called  to  Boston  to  aid  in  cast- 
ing cannon  previous  to  the  Revolution.  He  took 
a deep  interest  in  national  matters  during  the  ex- 
citing times  of  the  Revolution.  He  died  April  30, 
1784.  His  children  were:  Hannah,  born  Feb.  i, 
1733,  married  Joseph  Davis;  Huldah,  born  Xov. 
22,  1735;  Jacob,  born  Oct.  27,  1737-38;  Israel,. 

born  Itlarch  10,  1741 ; Robert,  born  18, 

1743  ; Wait,  born  Sept.  29,  1746;  David,  horn  Oct. 
10,  1748;  iMartha,  born  Aug.  13,  1750. 

(\')  David  Wilkinson,  born  Oct.  10,  1748, 
married  April  25,  1773,  Lydia  Spear,  born  Jan. 
29,  1752,  daughter  of  Elkanah  Spear,  lieutenant  in 
the  Rhode  Island  regiment  against  Crown  Point. 
i\Ir.  Wilkinson  died  April  12,  1780.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  occupied  lands  which  were 
originally  laid  out  to  Lawrance  Wilkinson.  His 
five  children  were : Eliab,  horn  Dec.  22,  1773 ; 
Spear,  }klay  4,  1775;  Isaac,  Oct.  i,  1776;  Israel, 
Nov.  16,  1777;  and  David,  Sept.  21,  1779.  Two  of 
these  became  men  of  note  in  their  native  town. 

(\’I)  Isaac  Wilkinson,  horn  Oct.  i,  1776,  in 
the  town  of  Smithfield  (what  is  now  North  Smith- 
field),  R.  I.,  married,  in  1819,  Hannah  Streeter,- 
daughter  of  William,  of  Cumberland.  He  wa^ed- 
ucated  in  that  town  and  owned  and  operated  a 
tract  of  140  acres  later  owned  by  his  son  David  S., 
living  upon  the  Great  Road  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field.  In  1829  he  erected  the  present  home  and 
made  other  improvements,  and  there  he  spent  his 
entire  life,  dying  there  Feb.  28,  1863,  at  the  rijie 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  ]t[r.  Wilkinson  was  a 
stanch  su])porter  of  the  princii)les  of  Democracy, 
always  advocating  those  ])rinciples  as  expounded 
by  Jeffers'' n and  Jackson,  and  was  ever  a stanch 
advocate  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  During  the 


Dorr  trouble  he  supported  Dorr  in  the  stand  he  had 
taken,  and  was  loyal  to  his  cause  to  the  end,  as 
were  many  of  his  relations.  He  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  was  frequently 
honored  with  offices  and  public  trusts.  His  first 
public  position  was  that  of  deputy  sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Providence.  In  1809  he  was  chosen  del- 
egate to  the  General  Assembly,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  at  intervals  for  many  years.  In  1833,  he 
was  chosen  a State  senator,  and  was  annually  re- 
elected for  several  years.  In  1842  he  was  elected 
a representative  from  the  town  of  Smithfield,  and 
was  also  chosen  a senator  on  the  State  ticket.  He 
declined  the  senatorship,  and  took  his  seat  as  rep- 
resentative, hut  served  only  one  season,  being  then 
in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son voted  at  every  Presidential  election,  from  the 
first  term  of  Jefferson  down  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He 
was  one  of  four  from  his  native  town  who  voted 
for  Andrew  Jackson  in  1824.  The  electors  of  his 
native  town  manifested  their  confidence  in  his  in- 
tegrity and  worth  by  electing  him  for  twenty-eight 
successive  years  town  treasurer.  After  filling 
those  and  other  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  he 
died  Feb.  25,  1863,  full  of  years  and  of  honors, 
aged  eighty-six.  He  was  buried  on  the  same  farm 
where  he  was  born,  and  where  he  had  lived  and 
died.  In  his  day  ]\Ir.  Wilkinson  was  a great  fox 
hunter,  kept  hounds,  and  was  very  fond  of  gun- 
ning. 

On  April  22,  1819,  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  mar- 
ried to  Hannah  Streeter,  who  was  born  Feb.  15, 
1794,  and  they  had  children  as  follows:  David 
Spear,  born  Feb.  29,  1820;  Lydia,  born  Nov.  18, 
1821,  died  Oct.  3,  1824;  Hannah  Mason,  born  Dec. 
16,  1823,  died  March  23,  1904,  at  the  home  of  her 
brother  David,  and  is  buried  on  the  homestead 
farm;  Isaac  Randolph,  born  April  21,  1826,  lives 
in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  George,  born  June  18,  1828, 
died  Dec.  .10,  1830;  James,  born  Aug.  18,  1831, 
died  Sept.  21,  1832;  Francis  B.,  born  Dec.  30,  1834, 
died  June  16,  1840.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  on  the  home  farm  Sept.  5,  1889,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  ninety-five  years,  six  months  and  twen- 
ty-one days. 

(VH)  David  Spear  Wilkinson  was  born  Feb. 
29,  1820,  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  his  district  and  at 
Bushee’s  Academy,  Union  Village.  After  leaving 
school  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and  there 
settled  down  to  farming  with  his  father,  after 
whose  death  he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  which  he 
operated  until  his  death.  For  thirty-three  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  at  which  he 
was  successful.  Even  in  his  declining  years  he 
was  active  in  mind  and  body,  possessing  all  his 
faculties  to  a marked  degree.  He  was  a lifelong 
Democrat,  always  supporting  the  principles  of  the 
party  as  laid  down  by  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  and 
he  livcfl  uj:)  to  those  j)rinciplcs  all  his  life.  Dur- 
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ing  the  Dorr  trouble  his  sympathy  was  with  the 
Dorr  movement  and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  the 
people's  charter.  In  1844  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  he  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  casting  his  vote  in 
1904  for  Judge  Parker.  He  never  sought  public 
office,  but  was  always  quite  active  in  public  mat- 
ters, was  town  sergeant  for  several  years,  and  in 
1881  and  1882  he  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  representing  the  town  of  North  Smith- 
field.  He  was  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  devoted 
to  his  home  and  family. 

iNIr.  Wilkinson  married  in  North  Smithfield 
March  29,  1845,  Almaria  Hendrick,  who  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1826,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Phebe 
(Browning)  Hendrick.  She  was  a woman  of  high 
Christian  character,  a devoted  wife  and  mother, 
and  died  on  the  homestead  Feb.  19,  1905,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years,  after  a happy  married  life  of 
sixty  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  was  born 
one  child,  Seraphina  Stiness,  who  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  and  high  school  at  Pawtucket, 
also  attending  select  school  taught  by  j\Irs.  William 
Reed.  On  March  13,  1883,  she  married  Charles 
H.  Smith.  They  have  had  one  child,  David  Wilkin- 
son, born  Aug.  20,  1885,  who  was  a member  of  the 
class  of  1907,  Brown  University. 

i\Ir.  Wilkinson  in  his  religious  belief  was  a 
Universalist,  and  he  was  broad-minded  and  liberal 
in  all  his  ideas. 

REV.  JOSEPH  R.  BOURGEOIS,  pastor  of 
St.  Jean  Baptiste  Catholic  Church  at  Arctic  Cen- 
tre, R.  I.,  is  one  of  the  best  known  priests  among 
the  French  clergy  in  New  England.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  born  at 
St.  Antoine,  April  15,  1863. 

The  Bourgeois  family  came  originally  from 
France,  and  located  along  the  Acadian  Coast,  as 
that  section  was  then  known.  Pierre  Bourgeois, 
the  great-grandfather  of  Father  Bourgeois,  made 
his  home  in  Boston  about  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  was  sent  to  Quebec  on  a mission 
by  the  Americans.  Ever  after  that  time  he  made 
his  home  in  Quebec,  where  he  became  a land  owner 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  his  son,  Francis, 
also  engaging  in  that  occupation.  The  latter  made 
his  home  at  St.  Antoine.  He  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Raphael  Bourgeois,  father  of  Rev.  Joseph  B., 
was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  at  his 
native  place.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
and  horseshoer,  which  he  followed  at  St.  Antoine, 
becoming  a leading  blacksmith  of  that  section  and 
employing  several  men  in  his  business.  For  years 
he  suffered  from  ill  health,  but  continued  at  his 
work  until  his  death  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years,  he  being  buried  in  the  Catholic  ceme- 
tery at  St.  Aime.  ]\Ir.  Bourgeois  married  Phili- 
mene  Lanctot,  whose  death  was  caused  by  falling 
from  a fire  escape  during  the  burning  of  St.  Hy- 


acinthe  Hospital  in  1898.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Andrew  Lanctot,  a mail  carrier  in  Quebec  for 
many  years.  Six  cbildren  were  born  to  i\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Bourgeois,  four  now  being  deceased.  The 
living  are:  Father  Joseph  R. ; and  Antoine,  or- 
ganist of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church,  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island. 

Father  Joseph  R.  Bourgeois  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
when  a boy  removed  with  his  parents  to  St.  Aime, 
where  he  attended  the  academy.  Fie  then  attended 
St.  Hyacinthe  College  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  Quebec, 
being  graduated  with  the  class  of  1883,  after  which 
he  entered  ^Montreal  seminary,  taking  a four- 
years  course  in  theology,  and  in  1887  was  admitted 
to  holy  orders,  being  ordained  by  Bishop  Moreau, 
on  the  Feast  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  Dec. 
8,  1887,  at  St.  Flyacinthe  College  Chapel.  He  said 
his  first  mass  in  the  college  chapel  and  his  first 
public  mass  on  Christmas  Day,  1887,  ,at  St.  iMarcel, 
after  which  he  became  an  instructor  in  the  classics, 
music  and  drama  at  St.  Hyacinthe  College,  where 
two  years  were  spent.  In  1889  he  came  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  appointed  by  the  Bishop  of  the 
Providence  Diocese  as  assistant  to  Father  Ma- 
honey of  the  Church  of  Notre  Dame  du  Sacre 
Coeur  at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  performing  the  sa- 
cred duties  of  that  office  for  five  years.  The  Rev. 
Father  LeClerc,  who  was  a classmate  of  Father 
Bourgeois  at  St.  Flyacinthe.  was  also  an  assistant 
of  Father  iMahoney,  and  when  the  new  parish  of 
St.  Anne’s  was  formed  in  W'oonsocket,  in  1890, 
Father  LeClerc  was  appointed  pastor,  and  Father 
Bourgeois  assistant  by  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Har- 
kins. While  there  he  took  a very  active  part  with 
Father  LeClerc  in  building  up  the  parish,  includ- 
ing the  building  of  a well-ecpiipped  gymnasium. 
He  organized  the  St.  Anne’s  Band,  the  finest  mus- 
ical organization  in  the  State,  of  which  he  was  di- 
rector. In  1898  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St. 
Jean  Baptiste  Church  at  Arctic  Centre,  succeeding 
Rev.  Joseph  A.  Payan,  and  here  he  has  continued 
to  the  present  time.  Fie  has  over  6,000  parishion- 
ers, and  has  two  assistant  priests,  and  has  made 
many  improvements  to  the  church  since  his  advent 
to  Arctic  Centre,  including  a beautiful  electric  or- 
gan, made  by  the  well  known  organ  builders  Cas- 
avant  Brothers,  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  Quebec,  there 
not  being  one  like  it  in  the  State.  One  of  Casa- 
vant  Bros.’  organs  was  installed  in  the  great  Ca- 
thedral at  Notre  Dame,  Montreal,  and  one  in  the 
Jesuit  Church  in  New  York.  Father  Bourgeois  is  a 
great  lover  of  music  and  a musical  artist  himself. 
His  rectory,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State, 
was  built  under  his  supervision,  the  former  one 
being  converted  into  an  addition  to  the  parish 
school,  where  he  now  has  upwards  of  700  puj^ils, 
with  twelve  Sisters  as  teachers.  Perhaps  no  other 
priest  in  this  section  of  New  England  has  to  do 
with  the  spiritual  welfare  of  so  many  people ; cer- 
tainly no  more  church  societies,  among  which  are 
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St.  Anne's,  which  has  a membership  of  500  women  ; 
Children  of  i\larv,  300,  and  Stations  of  the  Cross, 
1,500.  Father  Bourgeois  is  much  beloved  by  his 
congregation  for  his  many  kindnesses  and  his  ef- 
forts on  their  behalf. 

HOX.  ALFRED  WHFr.MAX  KEXYOX,  fa- 
miliarly known  to  thousands  of  people  in  Rhode 
Island  as  Senator  “Alf”  Kenyon,  is  probably  one 
of  the  best-known  figures  in  State  political  circles 
at  the  present  day.  He  has  also  been  one  of  the 
most  popular,  both  with  his  fellow  legislators  and 
with  the  people  who  have  honored  him  with  their 
support  for  so  many  years.  The  latter  half  of  his 
life  has  been  practically  devoted  to  politics.  He 
delights  in  the  duties  involved  in  public  service, 
and,  to  use  his  own  words,  finds  the  struggle  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  to  his  constituents  as  he  sees  it  “in- 
teresting and  exciting.”  His  striking  personality 
has  won  and  retained  him  many  loyal  followers 
throughout  his  long  career,  and  his  integrity  has 
added  honor  to  the  esteemed  name  he  bears. 

Hr.  Kenyon  lives  in  the  village  of  Usquepaugh. 
in  the  town  of  Richmond.  Washington  county,  and 
has  passed  all  his  life  in  that  town,  having  been 
horn  there,  in  the  central  part,  Feh.  20,  1837.  His 
father,  Whitman  Kenyon,  was  likewise  a native  of 
Richmond,  and  with  the  exception  of  six  years  in 
South  Kingstown  ])assed  all  his  life  there.  He  kept 
a store  on  the  Post  road  in  South  Kingstown.  In 
the  year  1837  he  began  the  manufacture  of  “nigger 
cloth”  at  Hillsdale,  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  and 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  conducted  that 
business  with  steady  success,  hut  as  the  Southern 
trade  had  to  he  depended  upon  it  was  discontinued 
at  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war.  i\Ir.  Kenyon  was 
a Whig  in  political  faith.  He  married  Abbie, 
daughter  of  Amos  Lillihridge,  of  Richmond,  and 
seven  children  were  born  to  them,  namely : An- 
geline,  Horatio  X.,  John  H.,  Amos,  David,  Alfred 
Whitman  and  Ahbie  F. 

Senator  Ken3'on  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Richmond.  From  the  early  age 
of  twelve  he  was  employed  in  his  father’s  mill  at 
Hillsdale,  and  learned  thoroughly  all  the  details  of 
the  business.  When  his  father  discontinued  the 
manufacture  of  nigger  cloth,  in  1861,  he  and  his 
brother  John  H.  succeeded  him,  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  H.  & A.  W.  Kenyon  commenced  to 
make  army  blankets  for  the  government,  doing  a 
good  business  for  some  years.  In  1875  Hr.  Ken- 
yon changed  his  residence  from  Hillsdale  to  Usque- 
paugh. where  he  has  since  remained.  For  six  or 
eight  years  he  was  postmaster  of  the  village,  and  he 
also  served  the  town  of  Richmond  as  tax  assessor 
and  as  member  of  the  town  council  before  assum- 
ing larger  responsibilities  as  State  legislator.  He 
was  elected  rejwesentative  in  1863.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  .Senate  in  1875  and  1876,  was 
re-elected  in  1891  and  served  continuously  till 
1898,  and  was  re-elected  in  1899.  serving  continu- 


ously till  1904.  During  that  period  he  rendered 
distinguished  service  to  his  constituency  and  to  the 
State  generally.  One  of  the  most  important  legis- 
lative measures  that  he  championed  for  his  own  lo- 
cality was  that  securing  the  Washington  county 
courthouse  for  Kingston,  and  he  was  a member  of 
the  building  committee  at  the  time  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  courthouse.  Since  1893  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  State  Harbor  Commission.  In  1897 
he  was  the  messenger  who  carried  the  electoral 
vote  to  Washington.  He  was  appointed  by  Judge 
Tillinghast,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, as  one  of  a committee  of  three  to  adjust  the 
amount  of  tax  to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Providence 
and  towns  benefited  by  the  building  of  the  “Red’’ 
bridge  across  the  Seekonk  river  at  Providence. 

j\Ir.  Kenyon’s  hobby,  however,  has  been  the  re- 
valuation of  property  throughout  the  State.  The 
last  valuation  was  made  over  ten  years  ago,  and 
since  that  time,  while  the  cities  have  largely  in- 
creased their  wealth,  many  of  the  towns  have  re- 
mained stationary  or  become  poorer.  As  a result 
the  less  prosperous  rural  communities  have  borne 
an  unfair  amount  of  the  State  tax,  and  it  is  to  cor- 
rect this  tendency  that  Senator  Kenyon  has  worked 
so  hard  for  re-valuation,  so  that  the  rich  cities  and 
towns  may  contribute  their  just  share  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Commonwealth.  Though  now  sev- 
enty years  old  Hr.  Kenyon  is  still  very  active.  His 
full  beard  and  abundant  hair,  surmounted  by  a soft 
felt  hat,  give  him  the  appearance  of  the  typical 
"rural  member,”  but  a slight  acquaintance  with  the 
man  convinces  one  that  it  is  his  character,  not  his 
physical  make-up,  that  counts.  Influential  as  he 
has  been  by  virtue  of  his  Senatorial  rank,  he  has 
never  exerted  his  influence  either  among  the  people 
or  in  legislative  halls  by  bombast  or  display  of  any 
kind.  In  fact,  he  is  usually  so  quiet  and  apparently 
indifferent  that  the  stranger  might  think  him 
“slow,”  when  in  truth  he  is  keenly  alive  to  every- 
thing around  him  hut  meditating  action.  Rising  to 
talk  in  the  midst  of  an  interesting  debate,  his  words 
would  come  slowly  at  first,  but  as  he  warmed  up 
to  his  subject  they  flowed  faster  until  his  speech 
was  almost  fluent,  and  his  remarks  were  always 
shrewd.  He  was  considered  an  excellent  represen- 
tative of  the  common  sense  of  the  country. 

If  the  country  senators  of  Rhode  Island  are  au- 
tocrats, “Senator  Alf”  has  been  a most  kindly 
despot.  It  has  been  affectionately  and  truly  said 
that  his  is  not  parental  hut  “grandparental”  gov- 
ernment. He  has  always  had  faith  in  what  he 
calls  “coaxing,”  and  has  followed  that  method  both 
at  home  and  in  the  capitol,  “coaxing”  his  towns- 
men to  come  out  and  vote,  and  winning  them  over 
by  reasonable  i^ersuasion  at  times  when  other  ex- 
pedients would  not  have  been  tolerated.  In  short, 
he  is  as  kindly  as  he  is  able,  and  esteemed  for  both 
qualities. 

At  one  time,  in  addition  to  his  other  business 
interests.  Hr.  Kenyon  went  around  the  country 
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buying  furs,  but  he  always  regarded  this  branch  of 
activity  at  least  partly  as  an  amusement.  No  un- 
dertaking he  has  ever  attempted  has  given  as  much 
pleasure  to  his  patrons  as  his  catering  at  the  South 
County  Fair,  at  West  Kingston.  Every  year  he 
has  maintained  a restaurant  there,  where  he  has 
entertained  his  numerous  friends,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor down,  and  a lunch  at  “Alf's”  has  been  one  of 
the  chief  features  within  the  grounds,  a few  words 
with  the  Senatorial  proprietor  adding  spice  to  the 
good  country  fare  he  provides. 

On  Dec.  25,  1856,  Alfred  W.  Kenyon  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Melissa  Hoxie,  who 
was  his  faithful  helpmate  for  almost  forty-eight 
years,  passing  away  Oct.  14,  1904.  Four  children 
blessed  this  union  : ( i ) Elnora  died  at  the  age 

of  two  years.  (2)  Edward  Everett  is  a graduate 
of  the  Aledical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont  and  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in 
Usquepaugh.  He  married  Ida  M.  Cahoon,  and 
they  have  four  children,  Alfred  C.,  Susan  Elnora, 
Amos  Harris  and  Annie  Eliza.  (3)  Charles  O.,  a 
merchant  at  Usquepaugh.  married  Nellie  B.  Locke, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Henry,  Charles  Clif- 
ford and  Archibald  Belmont.  (4)  Clara  M.  is  the 
wife  of  William  B.  Wilcox,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and 
has  five  children,  Lowell,  Franklin.  Earl,  Emily  and 
Susan. 

MASON.  The  Mason  family,  long  resident  in 
New  England,  is  first  represented  by  (I)  Sampson 
Mason,  who  was  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1649. 
In  a History  of  the  Baptists  in  America,  it  is 
stated,  presumably  founded  on  family  tradition, 
that  he  had  been  a soldier  in  Cromwell’s  army, 
and  upon  the  turn  of  events  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Rehoboth.  He  married  Mary  Butter- 
worth,  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and  about  this  time, 
1650-51,  bought  land  in  Rehoboth,  and  also  sold 
land  there  in  1655-56.  As  early  as  1657  he  and  his 
wife  and  their  three  children  were  in  Rehoboth, 
and  in  that  town  is  a record  of  others  of  their 
children,  all  likely  born  there.  Mr.  Mason  was 
engaged  in  extensive  land  speculation.  He  was 
a land  holder  in  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  which 
later  became  Attleboro ; and  he  was  also  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  Swansea,  in  which  town  his  descend- 
ants for  many  years  were  prominent — an  original 
proprietor  on  the  town’s  incorporation  in  1668.  It 
was  about  this  time  probably  that  he  united  with 
the  Eirst  Baptist  Church,  but  he  very  likely  never 
moved  to  Swansea.  He  died  in  1676,  and  at  this 
time  was  the  owner  of  several  hundred  acres  of 
land.  His  widow  died  in  1714.  Their  children 
were:  Noah,  born  in  1651-52;  Sampson,  about 
1654  (both  in  Dorchester)  ; Samuel,  Feb.  12, 
1656-57;  John,  1657;  Sarah.  Feb.  15,  1658;  Mary, 
Feb.  7,  1659-60;  James,  Oct.  30,  t66i  ; Joseph, 
March  6,  1662-63;  Bethiah,  Oct.  15.  1665;  Isaac, 
July  15,  1667;  Pelatiah,  April  i,  1^9;  Benjamin, 


Oct.  20,  1670;  and  Thankful,  Oct.  27,  1672  (all  in 
Rehoboth). 

(H)  Samuel  Mason,  son  of  Sampson,  born 
Feb.  12,  1656-57,  probably  in  Rehoboth,  married 
March  2,  1682,  Elizabeth  Miller,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  born  in  October,  1659.  She  died  March  3, 
1718,  and  he  married  (second)  Nov.  4,  1718,  Mrs. 
Lydia  Tillinghast,  probably  widow  of  Rev.  Pardon 
of  Providence,  and  daughter  of  Philip  and  Lydia 
(Masters)  Tabor.  She  died  in  1720.  He  died  Jan. 
25,  1743-44,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Kickemuit 
cemetery  in  what  is  now  Warren,  R.  I.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  also  probably  of 
both  Seekonk  and  Swansea.  His  children,  all  born 
in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  were:  Samuel,  born  June  9, 
1683 ; James,  March  18,  1684-85 ; Elizabeth,  May 
5,  1689;  and  Amos,  Eeb.  18,  1699. 

(HI)  Samuel  Mason  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  born 
June  9,  1683,  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  (first) 
Rebecca  Read,  intentions  announced  March  23, 
1708-09,  she  probably  the  daughter  of  Moses  anci 
Rebecca  (Eitch)  Read,  and  born  Sept.  14. 
1683,  in  Rehoboth.  She  died  April  19,  1728,  and 
he  married  (second)  Jan.  27,  1742-43,  Mrs.  Eree- 
love  Chafifee,  born  in  Rehoboth,  Dec.  31,  1706, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Patience  (Ide)  Carpenter. 
Mr.  Mason  probably  died  in  1772.  His  children, 
all  born  in  Rehoboth,  were : Rebecca,  born  April 

27,  1710;  Elizabeth,  Eeb.  13,  1711-12;  Samuel, 
Jan.  21,  1713-14;  Sarah,  Aug.  4,  1715;  Blannah, 
Aug.  29,  1717;  Mary,  Eeb.  12,  1718-19;  Moses, 
May  16,  1720;  Lydia,  July  22,  1721;  Susannah, 
Jan.  24,  1724-25;  John,  March  27,  1728  (all  to 
the  first  marriage)  ; John,  Oct.  10,  1743;  Amey,  in 
June,  1745;  Sarah,  July  25,  1747;  and  Hannah, 
Dec.  16,  1752. 

(IV)  Moses  Mason,  son  of  Samuel  (2),  born 
May  16,  1720,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Dec. 
24,  1747,  Mary  French,  born  Sept.  7,  1726,  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary 
(Newsome)  French.  Mr.  Mason  died  in  1798. 
Their  children,  all  born  in  Rehoboth,  IMass.,  were : 
Levi,  born  Oct.  22,  1749;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  24,  1750- 
51;  Oliver,  Oct.  10,  1754;  Mary,  April  12,  1757; 
Jonathan,  March  ii,  1760;  and  Nelson,  April  18, 
1766. 

(V)  Jonathan  Mason,  son  of  IMoses,  born 
March  ii,  1760,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married.  Sept. 

28,  1785,  Rachel  Kent,  born  July  28,  1765.  in 

Rehoboth.  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Ruth  (Cushing) 
Kent.  They  died,  he  Eeb.  8,  1807,  and  she  April 
4,  1833.  Their  children  were:  Ezra,  born  Jan. 

29,  1787;  Nusum,  Feb.  20,  1789;  Hervey,  IMarch 

15,  1791;  Mary,  April  8,  1793;  Asaph,  March 

15-  U95 : Rachel,  May  i,  1797:  Jonathan,  Feb. 

9,  1799;  Elizabeth.  Nov.  17,  1800:  Perez,  April 
29,  1802;  Amey  Ann,  Eeb.  25,  1804:  and  Julia 
Anna.  Dec.  29,  1805. 

(VI)  Perez  Mason,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
April  29,  1802,  in  what  is  now  Seekonk.  Mass., 
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and  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with  a i\Ir. 
Shaw  in  Providence.  \\'hile  yet  a young  man  he 
went  to  Fall  River,  Hass.,  and  worked  at  his  trade, 
spending  several  winters  in  South  Carolina,  also 
working  at  his  trade,  returning  each  spring  to  Fall 
River.  After  the  great  fire  in  Fall  River  in  the 
early  forties,  Perez  ]\Iason  went  into  the  con- 
tracting and  building  business  on  a large  scale  for 
the  times,  building  up  the  burned  section.  For 
a time  he  was  associated  with  John  Hull  and 
James  Hathaway.  After  they  dissolved  partner- 
ship i\Ir.  Hason  continued  in  business  there  alone 
for  several  years,  coming  to  Providence  about 
1850,  and  engaged  as  an  architect,  and  also  built 
some  of  the  nice  homes  of  the  city  at  that  time. 
He  was  well-known  in  his  line  and  was  successful, 
remaining  active  in  his  business  until  a few  years 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  March  10,  1881. 
i\Ir.  Mason  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican, 
and  was  stanch  in  his  views.  He  was  a Knight 
Templar  Mason,  belonging  to  St.  John's  Com- 
mandery.  No.  i,  of  Providence.  He  was  a leading 
member  of  the  iNlathewson  Street  M.  E.  Church, 
at  one  time  serving  on  the  board  of  trustees,  a very 
regular  attendant  and  a liberal  contributor  to  its 
support. 

iNIr.  Alason  was  married  Oct.  10,  1825,  to 
Rebecca  M'aldron,  born  June  3,  1800,  in  Bristol, 
R.  L,  daughter  of  William  Throop  and  Jemima 
fOxx)  Waldron.  Mrs.  Mason  was  a member 
of  the  Mathewson  Street  i\L  E.  Church,  and  she 
died  Feb.  2,  1884,  and  was  buried  beside  her  hus- 
band in  Swan  Point  cemetery.  Their  children,  all 
born  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  were:  (i)  Mary 
Fletcher,  born  Nov.  8,  1828,  is  the  widow  of  Par- 
don ^Manchester  Stone,  a retired  manufacturing 
jeweler  of  Providence,  who  served  as  a member 
of  the  common  council  of  Providence,  and  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  iMathewson  Street  Church. 
They  had  no  children.  (2)  William  Henry  was 
born  Aug.  17,  1830.  (3)  Rebecca  Ann,  born  Feb. 

6,  1840,  died  at  the  age  of  three  months. 

(\TI)  M'illiam  Henry  Mason,  born  Aug.  17, 
1830,  son  of  Perez  iMason,  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Fall  River,  and  at  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy.  Soon  after  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  for  a short  time  by  Sisson 
& Weaver,  tailors  at  Eall  River,  leaving  there  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  then  came  to 
Providence  and  entered  the  employ  of  Stone  & 
Weaver  (]Mr.  Stone  being  his  brother-in-law), 
manufacturing  jewelers  on  Eountain  street,  and 
became  a skillful  engraver,  which  trade  he  followed 
during  his  active  life.  iMr.  Mason  was  later  em- 
ployed by  G.  & S.  Owen  at  locket  engraving,  and 
still  later  by  C.  E.  Irons  on  emblem  work.  He  re- 
tired from  active  work  in  about  1890,  and  since 
1891  has  been  a resident  of  Edgewood. 

Mr.  Mason  enlisted  from  Boston  on  July  14, 
1864,  in  Company  E,  6th  iMass.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 


Henry  W.  Wilson,  for  one  hundred  days’  service, 
and  the  regiment  was  for  a time  in  the  vicinity  of 
M'ashington,  later  being  detailed  to  relieve  an 
Ohio  regiment  in  the  guarding  of  prisoners  at 
Eort  Delaware  on  the  Delaware  river.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Readville,  Oct.  27, 
1864. 

William  H.  iMason  is  a Republican  in  politics. 
He  became  a member  of  what  is  now  the  i\Iathew- 
son  Street  ]M.  E.  Church  in  the  latter  part  of 
1849,  when  meetings  were  held  in  Hoppin  Hall. 
He  served  as  organist  at  that  time,  and  continued 
in  that  capacity  after  the  new  church  was  built, 
which  church  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  new 
church.  He  served  as  first  librarian  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. Airs.  Alason  has  been  a member  of 
the  church  since  June,  1849. 

On  Alay  16,  1853,  William  H.  Alason  was 
married,  in  Providence,  to  Sarah  Ann  Tanner,  born 
Aug.  25,  1829,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Alartha 
(Alathewson)  Tanner.  Their  children  were: 
Eletcher  Stone,  born  Alarch  20,  1855 ; and 
Charles  Irving,  Eeb.  28,  1857,  died  Aug.  14,  1865. 

(VIII)  Eletcher  Stone  AIason  was  born  in 
Providence,  and  attended  the  public  schools  and 
later  the  Scholfield  Commercial  College,  which  he 
attended  in  the  evening,  at  this  time  being  em- 
ployed as  a clerk  in  the  Providence-Washington 
Insurance  Company.  He  remained  in  the  employ 
of  that  company  until  it  went  out  of  business,  soon 
after  the  great  Chicago  fire  in  1871.  Eor  one  year 
thereafter  Air.  Alason  was  a clerk  in  the  employ 
of  Oliver  Johnson  & Co.,  leaving  there  to  accept 
a similar  position  with  Rice,  Draper  & Co.,  re- 
maining with  the  latter  concern  for  nine  years, 
or  until  1881,  when  he  became  accountant  for  the 
trustees  of  the  John  Carter  Brown  estate,  which 
responsible  position  he  has  since  held.  Air.  Alason 
united  with  Alathewson  Street  AI.  E.  Church  in 
1869,  remaining  there  until  1892,  when  he  became 
a member  of  the  Central  Congregational  Church 
at  its  dedication.  Eor  four  years  until  1904  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  church.  Air.  Alason 
has  been  a member  of  the  school  committee  of  the 
h'irst  ward,  being  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  ex-Gov.  Elisha  Dyer,  later  being  elected 
to  the  full  term,  serving  three  and  one-half  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Club  of 
Rhode  Island,  an  organization  of  the  members  of 
that  denomination  in  the  State. 

On  Oct.  10,  1877,  Air.  Alason  was  married  in 
Providence  to  Miss  Ella  Louise  Knapp,  born  in 
Providence,  daughter  of  Alexander  S.  and  Harriet 
AI.  (Hopkins)  Knapp.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Hope  Waldron,  born  Aug.  25,  1882,  was  married 
Oct.  8,  1902,  to  Charles  Warren  Bubier,  of  Provi- 
dence, owner  of  the  dry  goods  establishment  of 
Jones  & Co.  They  have  one  child,  Aladeline  Ala- 
son, born  Alay  13,  1905.  (2)  Stanley  Hopkins, 

was  born  Eeb.  27,  1898.  * 
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Fletcher  Stone  Hason  is  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  made  eligible  through  his  great- 
great-grandfather,  Ezra  Kent,  of  Alassachusetts, 
who  was  - a resident  of  Rehoboth ; his  name  ap- 
pears among  a list  of  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
militia  chosen  by  the  loth  Company  of  Bristol 
County  Regiment,  as  second  lieutenant,  in  Capt. 
Joseph  Franklin’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpen- 
ter’s regiment,  commissioned  by  order  of  Council 
Oct.  10,  1776;  second  lieutenant,  Capt.  Joseph 
Franklin’s  Company,  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter’s 
regiment,  on  the  Alarm  of  Dec.  8,  1776;  marched  to 
Bristol,  R.  I. ; first  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Jabez  Bul- 
lock’s Company  (loth  Company),  Col.  Thomas 
Carpenter's  regiment  (ist  Bristol  County  Regi- 
ment), commissioned  April  13,  1779;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Capt.  Jabez  Bullock’s  company.  Col.  Thomas 
Carpenter’s  regiment,  service  at  Rhode  Island,  in 
the  alarm  of  Aug.  i,  1780;  enlisted  Aug.  i,  1780; 
served  nine  days  under  Gen.  Heath ; marched  to 
Tiverton,  R.  I.  Ezra  Kent  also  saw  service  in  the 
Colonial  wars,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Stony 
Point,  New  York. 

Mr.  Mason  is  a member  of  the  “Alayflower’’ 
Society,  made  eligible  through  the  Kent  family, 
who  descended  from  Richard  Warren,  a member  of 
the  “Mayflower”  company  in  1620. 

CHARLES  SUMNER  SISSON,  one  of 
Portsmouth’s  prosperous  agriculturists,  wdio  passed 
away  May  4,  1899,  represented  a family  who  have 
lived  in  Rhode  Island  from  the  earliest  days  of 
the  Colony,  and  have  contributed  their  share  in 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  State. 

Richard  Sisson  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America.  Born  in  England  in  1608,  on  coming 
to  this  country  he  settled  apparently  at  Portsmouth 
first,  and  was  there  made  a freeman.  Later  he 
lived  for  a time  in  Dartmouth,  Alass.,  as  in  1667, 
he  was  a member  of  the  grand  jury  there.  In 
1671  he  is  on  record  as  a surveyor  of  highways. 
The  date  of  his  death  is  not  known,  but  his  will 
was  proved  in  1684.  By  his  wife  Mary  he  had 
five  children,  George,  Elizabeth,  James,  John  and 
Ann.  FTom  this  source  come  all  of  the  Sissons  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Barnard  Sisson,  better  known  as  “Barney,” 
was  a native  of  Portsmouth,  where  he  was  born 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  son  of 
Joseph  Sisson.  His  time  was  divided  between 
farming  and  a seafaring  life,  and  he  met  his  death 
by  drowning  in  the  Sakonnet  river.  His  body  was 
recovered  and  interred  in  the  Union  cemetery  at 
Portsmouth.  Barney  Sisson  was  married,  Dec. 
17,  1797,  to  Barbara,  daughter  of  Richard  Sisson, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Ann,  born  Aug. 
22,  1798;  Jabez;  Sarah,  July  6,  1803;  Caroline, 
Sept.  20,  1806;  and  Edmund  Sanford,  Sept.  19, 
1808. 

Jabez  Sisson,  son  of  Barney,  was  born  Nov. 


24,  1799,  in  Portsmouth,  where  his  entire  life  was 
spent.  He  made  farming  his  vocation.  On  Dec. 
24,  1828,  he  married  Eliza  B.  Ward,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Lou- 
ise B.,  Oct.  25,  1829;  William  Henry;  James  Tur- 
ner, Jan.  25,  1834;  Abner  Jones,  Jan.  7,  1837; 
Eliza  Ann  (who  married  Christopher  Manches- 
ter) ; and  John. 

William  Henry  Sisson,  father  of  the  late 
Charles  S.,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  near  the  Glen 
road,  Jan.  8,  1832.  A farmer's  son,  he  adopted 
farming  himself,  and  spent  his  life  on  a farm  near 
Union  street,  where  his  operations  were  rewarded 
with  a good  measure  of  success.  He  died  at  his 
home  in  Portsmouth,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary’s 
cemetery,  where  his  wife,  who  was  a Aliss  Abby 
Bennett,  of  Tiverton,  is  interred  beside  him.  They 
had  five  children,  namely : Charles  S. ; Alfred 
Greene,  of  Portsmouth,  who  married  Hannah  Hall, 
daughter  of  Robert  Dennis  Hall ; Henrietta,  de- 
ceased ; Winfield  Scott,  of  Newport,  who  married 
Laura,  daughter  of  the  late  Abram  T.  Peckham,  of 
Newport;  and  Jennie,  deceased. 

Charles  Sumner  Sisson  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead, Alarch  20,  1857.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  on  the  farm  and  his  education  was  confined 
to  the  district  schools.  Accustomed  to  farming 
from  his  youth,  he  naturally  made  that  his  regular 
occupation,  and  went  rather  extensively  into  (lairy- 
ing  and  poultry  raising  as  the  principal  features. 
After  his  marriage  he  moved  to  the  Adam  Anthony 
farm  on  the  Aliddle  road,  a tract  of  104  acres,  on 
which  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  A man  natur- 
ally industrious,  enterprising  and  of  good  habits, 
his  efforts  were  very  successful,  and  he  became  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  the  section  and  an  influ- 
ential citizen.  A good  Republican,  he  was  solicit- 
ous for  public  responsibilities.  His  death  came 
while  he  was  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  he  left 
a widow  and  family  to  mourn  his  loss.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  St.  Alary’s  cemetery. 

On  Nov.  8,  1877,  in  St.  Alary’s  Church,  Air. 
Sisson  was  united  in  marriage,  by  Rev.  Hobart 
Williams,  to  Cornelia  Lawton,  a daughter  of  the 
late  Borden  Lawton,  of  Portsmouth.  The  mar- 
riage proved  a most  happy  one,  and  Airs.  Sisson 
was  a very  devoted  wife  and  mother.  She  bore 
her  husband  children  as  follows : Alarion  S.,  born 
June  17,  1879,  who  married  June  17,  1905,  Abner 
Potter  Anthony,  son  of  Henry  Anthony,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Phoebe  Gifford,  born  Alarch 
31,  1906;  Borden  Lawton,  mentioned  below;  and 
Helen  Lawton,  born  Jan.  20,  1886,  who  married 
Alay  II,  1906,  Henry  Anthony  Curtis,  son  of  Shel- 
don H.  and  Kate  (Anthony)  Curtis,  of  Newport. 
Airs.  Sisson  and  her  children  are  all  members  of 
St.  Alary’s  Episcopal  Church  of  South  Portsmouth. 
They  hold  a high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, and  well  deserve  their  popularity. 

Borden  Lawton  Sisson  was  born  June  7,  1881, 
was  educated  in  Portsmouth,  and  is  now  carrying 
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on  the  homestead.  He  was  married  Nov.  4,  1903, 
to  iSlabel  Rogers  Reckham,  born  in  Portsmouth, 
daughter  of  John  O.  C.  and  Sarah  Frances  (Rog- 
ers) Peckham.  They  have  two  daughters,  Helen 
Lawton,  born  July  25,  1904,  and  Frances  Rogers, 
born  June  4,  1907.  i\Ir.  Sisson  is  an  enterprising 
and  progressive  young  man,  and  a successful  fu- 
ture should  lie  before  him. 

GEORGE  ALBERT  HARRIS,  U.  D..  a suc- 
cessful physician  and  much  esteemed  citizen  of 
Ghepachet,  is  a descendant  of  Thomas  Harris,  who 
came  from  England  with  Roger  Williams,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  Providence,  as  is  set  forth 
in  detail  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Harris  comes  of  the  Scituate  branch  of  the 
family,  the  forerunner  being  Gideon  Harris,  great- 
grandson  of  Thomas,  born  March  15,  1714.  Gid- 
eon Harris  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
town,  and  was  a very  prominent  man  in  its  early 
history.  He  married  Damaris  Westcott,  a member 
of  a well-known  family  of  that  day.  He  died  in 
1777,  and  was  buried  in  the  Quaker  burying 
ground.  Eor  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  town 
clerk.  It  was  a common  saying  that  everybody 
who  was  poor,  in  distress  or  out  of  employment, 
resorted  to  Mr.  Harris  on  account  of  his  pro])erty 
influence  and  benevolent  disposition.  His  home 
was  in  a place  called  the  “Old  Bank,”  and  was  most 
pleasantly  situated. 

Judge  John  Harris,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Dr.  George  A.,  was  a prominent  and  leading  man  in 
Scituate,  and  was  a large  landholder  there. 

Silas  Harris,  son  of  Judge  John,  was  a resident 
of  that  same  town,  and  there  followed  farming. 
He  had  three  children,  as  follows : James  Arnold  ; 
Fenner,  who  resided  at  Hope;  and  Tabitha,  who 
died  unmarried. 

James  Arnold  Harris,  son  of  Silas,  was  born 
in  Scituate  Sept.  20,  1815,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work.  At  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  he  was  re- 
siding in  Cranston,  later  moving  to  the  first  farm 
below  the  Four  Corners  in  Scituate,  and  there  re- 
siding the  rest  of  his  life.  For  some  years  he  did 
the  teaming  for  the  Scituate  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. later  following  general  teaming  in  addition  to 
his  farm  work.  He  died  in  December.  1891.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
North  Scituate.  His  first  wife  was  IMaria  Theresa, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Hudson,  of  Cranston.  The 
only  child  of  this  marriage  died  in  infanev.  On 
IMay  26.  1842.  "Mr.  Harris  married  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Potter,  born  June  28.  t8t8,  daughter  of  Wa- 
terman and  Clarissa  (Wolcott)  Potter,  and  half- 
sister  to  the  late  Dr.  Albert  Potter,  of  Chenachet. 
She  died  Nov.  7.  1880.  The  third  wife  of  Mr.  Har- 
ris was  Abby.  daughter  of  Elder  Reuben  .Allen. 
She  survives  him  and  resides  in  North  Scituate. 
His  children,  all  by  his  second  marriage,  were: 
Clara  Wolcott,  born  July  t6.  1843.  died  Aug.  6. 


1843;  Silas  W.,  born  June  12,  1845,  J’-uie  30, 
1845;  Alaria  Theresa,  born  Nov.  8,  1849,  resides 
at  Saylesville  unmarried ; Edward  Potter,  born 
June  15,  1853,  married  (first)  Elnora  Knight, 
(second)  Cynthia  A.  Hopkins,  and  resides  at 
North  Scituate ; George  Albert,  born  May  19, 
1855  ; ^'^rl  Henry  Wolcott,  born  Sept.  4,  1858,  mar- 
ried Josephine  Steere,  and  resides  at  Scituate,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming. 

George  Albert  Harris  was  born  at  North 
Scituate  Alay  19,  1855,  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation at  Lapham  Institute,  North  Scituate,  grad- 
uating in  the  class  of  1873.  Among  the  other 
members  of  that  class  were:  Judge  Clarke  H. 
Johnson,  of  Providence;  and  Dr.  Neal  Mitchell,  a 
noted  surgeon  of  Jacksonville,  Ela.  After  grad- 
uating Dr.  Harris  taught  school  for  a year  in 
Scituate,  and  at  the  Lapham  School  at  Centreville. 
He  then  spent  two  years  in  assisting  the  locating  of 
the  Providence,  Ponaganset  & Springfield  Railroad, 
under  Edward  Everett,  a nephew  of  the  statesman 
of  that  name.  In  1876  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  his  maternal  uncle.  Dr.  Albert  Potter,  of 
Chepachet,  and  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  Fork  (now  (Colum- 
bia University  Medical  School),  in  the  class  of 
t88o.  He  settled  for  practice  at  Greenville,  and 
there  remained  nearly  a year,  when  he  was  called 
to  Chepachet  on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  pre- 
ceptor, and  until  1892  they  were  associated  in  prac- 
tice. Since  the  death  of  Dr.  Potter  Dr.  Harris  is 
the  only  physician  in  the  town. 

Dr.  Harris  is  independent  in  his  political  views, 
and  cares  nothing  for  the  honors  and  responsibili- 
ties of  public  office.  He  is  a stanch  advocate  of 
temperance.  He  has  been  medical  examiner  for 
District  No.  3.  Providence  county,  since  1884.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
of  the  Ancienh  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Medico-Legal  Society.  He  has 
always  been  greatly  interested  in  musical  affairs, 
and  has  been  chorister  of  the  Chepachet  Congrega- 
tional Church  since  1890,  in  which  year,  under  the 
ministry  of  the  Rev.  Richard  K.  Mdcket,  he  united 
with  the  church.  He  has  served  as  church  treas- 
urer since  1887,  and  as  deacon  since  1893.  being 
active  in  all  the  work  of  his  denomination.  He 
is  a careful,  conscientious  practitioner  of  medicine, 
and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all. 

On  June  2,  1879.  ]\Ir.  Harris  married  Ella 
Louise,  daughter  of  the  late  Deacon  Edward  D. 
and  Louisa  (Smith)  Smith.  The  onlv  child  of 
this  union.  Amev  Elizabeth,  born  June  6.  1889. 
died  the  same  dav.  Dr.  and  IMrs.  Harris  have 
adented  a son.  Daniel  King  Harris,  whom  they 
took  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and  are  rearing  as 
their  own. 

EDWARD  POTTER  HARRIS,  a well-known 
and  respected  citizen  of  Scituate.  is  the  second  son 
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of  James  Arnold  Harris.  He  was  born  in  Scituate 
June  15,  1853,  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  and 
attended  the  public  schools,  finishing  at  Lapham 
Institute,  under  Prof.  G.  H.  Ricker.  Throughout 
his  business  career  he  has  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing and  teaming,  and  he  now  occupies  the  old 
homestead  near  the  Four  Corners  in  North  Scit- 
uate. He  is  an  intelligent  man,  thoroughly  enter- 
prising, and  identified  with  every  enterprise  tending 
toward  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a Republican  in  political  belief, 
though  he  often  acts  independent  of  party  ties. 

On  Dec.  25,  1879,  Mr.  Harris  married  Elnora 
M.  Knight,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  and  Hulda  T. 
Knight,  and  three  children  blessed  this  union ; 
Frank  Potter,  born  Oct.  3,  1884,  married  a Miss 
Knight,  has  one  son,  and  resides  at  Potterville,  in 
^Scituate;  Ethel  May,  born  Feb.  28,  1886,  died 
April  3,  1900;  Elnora,  born  May  12,  1888,  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  28,  1905,  to  George  Rathbun,  of  Rock- 
land. The  mother  of  these  died  May  17,  1888,  and 
is  buried  at  North  Scituate.  On  Nov.  9,  1890,  Mr. 
Harris  married  Cynthia,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  ana 
Cynthia  (Williams)  Hopkins,  of  the  well-known 
old  family  which  has  produced  so  many  men  known 
in  Rhode  Island  history,  and  of  whom  much  men- 
tion is  made  elsewhere  in  this  publication.  Mrs. 
Harris  was  born  March  14,  1852. 

HON.  JOSEPH  BOUVIER,  who  throughout 
his  life  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
Woonsocket,  and  a leading  French  Canadian  of 
the  State,  was  born  at  St.  Simeon,  district  of 
Charlevoix,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  March 
22,  1845,  son  of  Francis  and  Tharsile  (Norman- 
din)  Bouvier,  natives  of  Quebec  of  French  extrac- 
tion. 

Francis  Bouvier  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
his  native  home,  and  in  1863  came  with  his  wife  and 
children  to  Rhode  Island,  locating  in  Woonsocket, 
Providence  county,  where  several  years  were  spent. 
The  parents  returned  later  to  their  native  home, 
where  the  remainder  of  their  lives  were  spent, 
and  where  they  died.  They  were  devout  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Joseph  Bouvier’s  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 
a farm.  His  education  was  received  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  he  also  attended  St.  Hya- 
cinthe  College,  Quebec,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated. He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Providence  county  with  his  parents,  and  he 
found  employment  in  the  mills  of  Woonsocket  for 
some  time.  In  1865  he  became  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  on  Arnold  street,  and  also  owned 
and  operated  a like  store  at  Manville.  He  owned 
an  interest  in  the  drug  business  of  Rousseau  & 
Brown,  but  later  disposed  of  that,  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  real  estate,  being  one  of  the  largest  dealers 
in  Woonsocket.  In  1884  he  formed  a partnership 
with  Alphonse  Gaulin,  Sr.,  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bouvier  & Gaulin  became  interested  in 


large  tracts  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  citv, 
principally  in  Manville  Road,  Pleasant  View,  Ber- 
non  and  in  what  is  known  as  Villa  Nova,  now  the 
most  prosperous  part  of  the  city.  He  erected  a fine 
home  for  himself  on  Park  place,  which  is  occupied 
by  his  widow.  He  made  a success  of  his  enter- 
prise, and  did  much  to  build  up  Woonsocket. 

Mr.  Bouvier  took  a great  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  adopted  city,  and  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  assessors  and  as  member  of  the  council 
when  it  was  still  a town.  He  was  a strong  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  as  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  from 
Woonsocket,  served  three  terms.  While  there  he 
introduced  the  bill  (which  was  passed)  making 
New  Year’s  Day  a Rhode  Island  holiday.  Imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  progress  and  achievement,  Air. 
Bouvier  presented  a most  excellent  example  of  a 
self-made  man  and  exemplary  citizen. 

While  out  sleigh  riding,  on  New  Year’s  Dav, 
1904,  Mr.  Bouvier  was  stricken  with  an  attack  of 
heart  trouble,  from  which  he  died  before  his  home 
could  be  reached.  He  was  buried  in  the  Precious 
Blood  Cemetery.  Though  in  ill  health  for  a year, 
he  declined  to  give  up  to  the  last.  Mr.  Bouvier 
was  much  devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  and  was 
a loyal  citizen  and  Christian  gentleman.  He  was 
a member  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society  and  trustee 
of  Precious  Blood  parish.  He  was  connected  with 
the  Woonsocket  Business  Aden’s  Association,  being 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Circle  Nationale  Dramatique 
Society  of  Woonsocket.  Besides  other  property  he 
owned  an  interest  in  the  Commercial  building  and 
the  American  Block,  Main  street. 

Adr.  Bouvier  w'as  married  in  Woonsocket,  Oct. 
28,  1867,  to  Celina  Vincellette,  born  at  Waterville, 
Vt.,  daughter  of  Pierre  Vincellette.  Airs.  Bouvier 
W'as  but  an  infant  when  her  parents  came  to  Woon- 
socket, where  they  were  among  the  first  French  set- 
tlers of  that  town,  there  being  only  four  other  fami- 
lies of  French  Canadians  living  there  at  that  time. 
She  has  seen  Woonsocket  grow  from  a small  vil- 
lage of  a few  thousand  population,  to  that  of  a 
full-fledged  city  of  30,000  people.  Her  father  and 
mother  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Woon- 
socket, and  there  died,  both  being  buried  in  St. 
Paul’s  cemetery.  Airs.  Bouvier  is  noted  for  her 
charity  and  her  kind,  motherly  disposition.  She  is 
trustee  of  the  Woonsocket  Hospital  and  the  Day 
Nursery  and  Children’s  Home,  and  her  acts  of 
kindness  have  endeared  her  to  those  in  need.  Airs. 
Bouvier  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Precious  Blood 
Catholic  Church.  Three  children  w'ere  born  to  Air. 
and  Airs.  Bouvier,  one  of  w'hom.  Belle  Ida,  died  in 
infancy : Clara  E.  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Ros- 
seau,  of  the  drug  firm  of  Rousseau  & Brown, 
Woonsocket,  and  has  tw'O  children — Joseph  Bou- 
vier and  Henry  Hugo;  Ellen  Frances  married 
Henry  Desrochers,  of  the  firm  of  Desrochers  Bros., 
druggists  of  Woonsocket. 
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HOX.  FREDERIC  J.  PITTS.  One  of  the 
leading  and  most  induential  citizens  of  North  Smith- 
field,  successful  manufacturer,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Smithfield,  ex-state  senator 
and  a man  prominent  in  public  affairs,  is  a son  of 
James,  grandson  of  Joseph,  and  great-grandson  of 
Benjamin  Pitts,  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army. 

Joseph  Pitts  was  a lieutenant  in  the  local  militia. 
He  married  Hannah  Cleveland. 

James  Pitts,  father  of  Frederic  J.,  was  born  in 
Pawtucket  in  i8ir.  His  early  opportunities  for  an 
education  were  very  limited,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  eight  years  he  began  work  in  the  cotton  mill  of 
Samuel  Slater.  His  parents  later  moving  to  Water- 
ford, iMass.,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Moses  Far- 
num  in  the  No.  3 woolen  mill,  where  he  acquired  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  business.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  took  charge  of  the  finishing  de- 
partment, which  position  he  filled  for  a period  of 
twenty  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  Ed- 
ward Hall  at  IMillville,  IMass.,  as  overseer  of  the 
finishing  department,  where  for  the  succeeding 
twenty  years  he  rendered  efficient  service,  and  pos- 
sessed and  merited  the  esteem  of  both  his  employers 
and  those  serving  under  him.  Between  him  and  the 
latter  existed  a strong  bond  of  attachment,  his  ever 
present  kindness  and  largeness  of  heart  endearing 
him  to  all  classes.  In  1870,  in  company  with  Rob- 
ert Aldrich,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
flocks  at  Forestdale,  in  North  Smithfield,  which 
partnership  continued  until  1879,  when  his  son, 
Frederic  J..  became  a partner  under  the  firm  name 
of  James  Pitts  & Son,  which  continued  until  the 
death  of  the  father.  In  his  political  faith  James 
Pitts  was  a stanch  Republican.  He  was  a man  of 
sterling  character,  quiet  tastes  and  devoted  to  his 
home  and  family.  He  made  the  Golden  Rule  his 
motto  in  every  day  life.  His  death  occurred  March 
5,  1895.  at  the  home  in  IMillville  which  had  been 
his  place  of  residence  for  forty-two  years,  and 
where  his  widow  and  daughter  still  reside.  He 
married  (first)  Elsie  Sayles,  of  Sayles  Hill,  who 
died  a few  years  later.  He  was  again  married  in 
Blackstone.  IMass.,  to  iMary  Thompson,  of  Doug- 
lass. }ilass..  to  which  union  four  children  were 
born:  I^Iaria.  the  wife  of  Lewis  A.  Whipple,  of 
Ea.st  Douglass,  Mass.;  I^Iary  L..  i\lrs.  Arthur 
Haradon,  residing  at  Worcester,  IMass. ; iMiss  Clara 
J.,  residing  with  her  mother;  and  Frederic  J. 

Frederic  J.  Pitts  was  born  in  1858,  in  Millville, 
Mass.,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  •Millville  and  the  Blackstone  high 
school.  After  leaving  school  he  became  identified 
with  his  father’s  business  as  a salesman,  later  be- 
coming bookkeeper.  In  1879,  as  before  stated,  he 
became  a partner  in  the  business.  Since  the  death 
of  his  father  the  establishment  has  been  continued 
under  his  management.  Senator  Pitts,  like  his  fa- 
ther, is  a firm  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  exerts  a wide  influence  in 


its  councils,  and  has  for  years  been  regarded  as  a 
leader  in  the  party  organization.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  State  Senator  and  served  one  term.  In  1899 
he  was  again  elected  to  that  office,  and  served  three 
years  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  with  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents.  He  was  a member  of  the 
town  council  for  seven  years,  being  president  of 
that  body  in  1900.  In  1905  he  succeeded  the  late 
Byron  A.  Andrews  as  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Smithfield,  at  Slatersville,  one  of 
the  oldest  financial  institutions  in  northern  Rhode 
Island.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  at  Slatersville,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  at  Woonsocket. 

i\lr.  Pitts  was  married  in  Worcester,  ]\Iass.,  to 
Aliss  Eva  i\I.  Robbins,  daughter  of  Henry  IM.  Rob- 
bins, of  that  city.  Mrs.  Pitts  is  a lady  of  refine- 
ment and  culture,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  all 
good  works.  The  Senator  is  a man  well  known, 
and  he  bears  a most  excellent  repute  in  matters  of 
integrity  and  honor ; he  is  of  genial  and  pleasing 
temperament,  popular  with  all  classes.  He  takes 
high  rank  in  business  life,  and  his  ability  is  recog- 
nized by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

ROSWELL  FRANKLIN  BROOKS,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Harrisville,  town  of  Burrillville, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  is  sole 
proprietor  of  the  leading  and  most  extensive  es- 
tablishment of  its  kind  in  that  town.  IMr.  Brooks 
is  of  English  descent,  his  grandfather,  Eben 
Brooks,  being  a native  of  England,  born  in  1795. 

The  name  of  this  family  in  the  mother  country 
was  Broadbrooks,  descendants  of  the  Earl  of 
Broadbrooks,  but  the  first  part  of  the  name  was 
dropped  by  Eben  for  convenience.  He  and  four 
of  his  brothers,  all  seafaring  men  and  masters  of 
vessels,  settled  on  Cape  Cod,  and  there  Eben  Brooks 
settled  for  some  years,  sailing  from  ports  in  that 
locality.  Through  a series  of  misfortunes  he  lost 
his  vessel,  and  in  1839  suffered  from  a stroke  of 
paralysis,  which  rendered  him  almost  helpless.  Soon 
after  this  he  removed  to  Slatersville,  R.  I.,  the 
journey  being  made  by  ox-teams,  so  that  his  chil- 
dren could  find  employment  in  the  mill  there.  There 
IMr.  Brooks  resided  for  a number  of  years,  but 
later  he  and  his  wife  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  made  their  home  with  a daughter,  IMrs.  Knapp, 
where  Eben  Brooks  died  Sept.  26,  1863.  He  was 
survived  several  years  by  his  widow,  who  also  died 
in  that  city,  and  they  were  buried  there.  Eben 
Brooks  married  Elizabeth  Hall,  and  their  children  , ’ 
were:  Louisa  Esther,  born  July  30,  1815,  died  ip 
April.  1905.  in  New  York,  the  widow  of  William 
Shove:  Emeline  Susan,  horn  Sept.  28,  1817,  died 
June  23.  1835  : Ruth  Hall,  born  Dec.  6,  1818,  died 
Oct.  26,  1819;  Lucy  Hall,  born  Sept.  2,  1820,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Lord,  and  resided  first  at  Attleboro,  " 
IMass.,  and  later  at  Riverpoint,  R.  I.,  at  which  lat- 
ter place  she  died ; Roswell  Farnum,  born  May  7, 
1823  ; Maria  Matilda,  born  Jan.  29,  1825,  married 
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Eliphalet  Knapp,  and  resided  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died;  E.  Franklin,  born  Aug.  15,  1828, 
resided  at  LeRoy,  X.  Y.,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
sash  and  blind  business ; George  iMarsh,  born  Feb. 
10,  1829,  died  Sept.  14,  1832:  and  George  IMarsh 
(2),  born  Aug.  4,  1834,  died  Oct.  17,  1834. 

Roswell  Farnum  Brooks,  father  of  Roswell  F., 
was  born  May  7,  1823,  at  Harwich,  Barnstable  Co., 
Mass.,  and  was  a boy  in  his  teens  when  his  parents 
came  to  Rhode  Island.  He  soon  afterward  entered 
the  mill  of  George  Wh  Marsh,  an  uncle,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  woolen  manufacturing  business  at 
Pascoag,  and  acquired  a thorough,  knowledge  of  the 
business.  Later  he  was  an  overseer  in  the  mill  of 
Edward  Harris,  at  Y'oonsocket,  and  remained  there 
until  i860,  when  he  became  a partner  in  a woolen 
manufacturing  business  at  Pittsfield,  iMass.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1869,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  and  returned  to  Rhode  Island.  He  be- 
came superintendent  of  the  Pooke  & Steere  mill  at 
Greenville,  but  because  of  ill  health  he  gave  up  the 
woolen  manufacturing  business  and  removed  to 
Harrisville,  at  the  time  of  his  death  conducting  a 
carriage  painting  business.  He  died  April  17,  1887, 
and  was  buried  at -Harrisville.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  leading  members  of  the  Berean 
Baptist  Church  at  Harrisville,  and  for  many  years 
previous  to  his  death  held  the  office  of  deacon.  The 
following  is  from  an  obituary  published  at  the  time 
of  his  death : “He  was  a main  pillar  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  a true  believer  and  a practical  Christian 
in  the  best  of  all  that  word  implies,  always  a sympa- 
thizer with  and  a helper  of  suffering,  steadfastly 
upright  in  character  and  a kindly,  genial,  gentle- 
man.” 

Mr.  Brooks  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Tripp,  bore  him  a son, 
who  died  in  infancy.  After  her  death  iMr.  Brooks 
married  Emeline  D.  Gleason,  born  July  10,  1824,  a 
native  of  Burrillville,  daughter  of  Nathan  Gleason, 
and  she  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  children.  To  this  union  were  born:  (l) 
Susie  E.,  born  May  16,  1850,  married  (first)  Clar- 
ence S.  Remington,  who  lost  his  life  in  June,  1880, 
on  the  ill-fated  “Narragansett.”  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  union — Florence  E.  and  Edgar 
L.,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  She  married 
(second)  Edwin  R.  Bryant,  and  resides  at  Paw- 
tucket. The  two  children  born  to  this  union  are : 
Earle  V.,  Oct.  10,  1886:  and  Carleton  A.,  July  6, 
1888.  (2)  Evelyn  Adelaide,  born  July  30,  1852, 

died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  vears.  (3)  x^nnis  ]\Ia- 
tilda,  born  Feb.  9,  1834,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  (4)  Roswell  Franklin  was  born  Jan.  13, 
^856.  (5)  James  Fenner,  born  IMarch  31,  1858, 

married  Jennie  Briggs ; he  was  a physician  and  re- 
sided at  Pawtucket,  carrying  on  practice  in  the 
city,  where  he  died  xA.pril  20,  1897. 

Roswell  Franklin  Brooks  was  born  Jan.  13,  1856, 
in  Burrillville,  and  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  Lapham  In- 


stitute at  North  Scituate.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  became  a clerk  for  Thomas  \V.  D.  Phil- 
lips, who  conducted  a store  at  Harrisville,  remain- 
ing in  his  employ  for  si.x  months,  later  serving  in 
the  same  capacity  for  Ira  Phillips,  with  whom  he 
continued  for  nearly  two  years.  For  a time  he 
was  employed  in  the  weave  shop  for  the  Tinkhams 
at  Harrisville,  and  then  became  a clerk  in  the  store 
of  Remington  & Adams,  in  the  same  village.  He 
continued  with  that  firm  and  its  successor,  D.  G. 
& C.  S.  Remington,  and  became  a silent  partner  in 
the  firm  in  1880.  C.  S.  Remington  died  in  1881, 
but  the  firm  name  continued  the  same  until  1885, 
when  it  was  changed  to  Remington  & Brooks.  The 
year  following  Mr.  Brooks  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est to  James  Sykes,  and  began  the  erection  of  his 
present  store  building,  opening  for  business  in 
September,  1887,  with  Thomas  O’Donnell  as  a part- 
ner, under  the  firm  name  of  Brooks  & O’Donnell, 
which  style  continued  until  1893,  when  hlr.  Brooks 
became  sole  owner.  He  has  built  up  a prosperous 
business  by  fair  methods  and  honest  dealings,  and 
by  the  e.xercise  of  rare  business  ability  and  judg- 
ment. ]Mr.  Brooks  is  also  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Inman  & Brooks,  whose  general  store  at  Bridge- 
ton  as  established  in  1903. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  married  in  Burrillville  to  Sa- 
rah D.  Buchanan,  a native  of  Thompson,  Conn., 
daughter  of  John  Buchanan,  and  a younger  sister 
to  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Farwell  of  Providence.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  of  whom  one 
daughter  died  in  infancy;  of  the  others,  Jennie  B., 
born  Feb.  18,  1879,  married  Charles  C.  Miles,  sec- 
retary of  the  Y.  M.  C.  xA..,  at  Malden,  Alass.,  and 
has  two  children — Helen  and  Ruth ; and  Roswell 
Franklin,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  29,  1884,  prepared  for 
Brown  University  at  the  Friends  school,  and  is 
now  connected  with  a wholesale  grocery  establish- 
ment at  Boston. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  a Republican  and  a member  of 
the  school  committee.  He  and  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter attend  the  Berean  Baptist  Church,  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Brooks  being  identified  with  the  church  at 
Harrisville,  which  Mr.  Brooks  served  for  several 
years  as  treasurer. 

ALONZO  A.  GREENAIAN,  for  many  years 
a merchant  on  Kingston  Hill,  South  Kingstown,  R. 
I.,  was  born  in  that  town,  Nov.  20,  1842. 

Elisha  Greenmail,  his  grandfather,  lived  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  of  Charlestown,  where 
he  was  a farmer,  carpenter  and  wheelwright.  His 
wife,  Betsy  Briggs,  was  also  a descendant  of  an  old 
Rhode  Island  family. 

Job  Greenman,  father  of  .Alonzo  .A.,  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  Charlestown,  and  there  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many 
vears  in  the  town  of  South  Kingstown,  making  his 
home  on  Kingston  Hill.  He  married  Eliza  A., 
daughter  of  Randall  Clarke,  of  Charlestown,  and 
both  are  buried  in  South  Kingstown.  They  had 
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three  children:  Thebe  Jane,  deceased;  Alonzo 
Alanson ; and  Charles  Henry,  a carpenter  of  New 
London,  Connecticut. 

Alonzo  Alanson  Greenman  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  Kingston  Hill,  attended  the  public  schools 
and  laid  the'foundation  of  future  business  success 
bv  clerking  in  Job  Watson’s  general  store.  Sub- 
sequently, "for  twelve  years,  be  was  employed  in 
Pierce's  boot  and  shoe  store  in  the  Arcade  at 
Providence.  In  1890  he  returned  to  Kingston  Hill 
and  began  a general  mercantile  business  in  the  store 
next  to  the  home  of  Hon.  William  H.  Potter,  and 
in  1898  built  his  present  commodious  structure. 
:Mr.  Greenman  has  always  been  interested  in  all 
movements  tending  to  the  welfare  of  the  town.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
in  September,  1893,  and  is  still  acceptably  filling 
that  office.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Hope 
Lodge  of  Wakefield.  Mr.  Greenman  married  Mary 
Easton  Gardiner,  whose  ancestry  is  as  follows : 

(I)  George  Gardiner. 

(II)  Henry  Gardiner,  born  in  1645,  about 
April  28,  1744.  He  was  a member  of  the  Church 
of  England.  In  1679  he  signed  a petition  to  the 
King,  was  a constable  in  1683,  and  on  grand  jury 
service  in  1688.  By  his  first  wife  Joan  he  had  no 
children.  He  married  (second)  Abigail,  widow  of 
John  Remington,  and  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Abigail  (Davis)  Richmond.  She  was  born  in  1656, 
and  died  in  1744.  Their  children  were:  Henry, 
born  Eeb.  25,  1691,  married  (first)  Desire  Havens, 
(second)  Catherine  Davis,  and  died  in  1768; 
Ephraim;  M'illiam,  born  Oct.  27,  1697,  married 
iMargaret  Eldred ; and  Hannah,  born  April  4,  1703, 
married  Thomas  Potter. 

(III)  Ephraim  Gardiner,  son  of  Henry,  was 
born  Jan.  17,  1693,  and  was  admitted  a freeman 
in  1718,  and  elected  assessor  in  1747.  He  married 
April  28,  1713,  Penelope  Edward,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  iMartha,  and  he  died  in  1774,  and  she 
in  1783.  aged  eighty-nine  years.  Their  children 
were:  Dorcas,  bom  June  31,  1714,  married  Nich- 
olas Gardiner;  Penelope,  born  Oct.  15,  1716,  mar- 
ried Charles  Dyer;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  16,  1719, 
married  Aniv  Easton;  James,  born  July  to,  1721, 
married  Wait  Coggeshall ; Ephraim,  born  in  1722, 
married  (first)  Ann  Campbell,  and  (second)  Pa- 
tience Congdon  ; Christopher ; and  Sylvester,  born 
in  1730.  married  Sarah  Beers. 

(I\")  Christopher  Gardiner,  born  June  3,  1726. 
married  Sept.  t6.  1753.  Mary  Easton,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Patience  (Rodman)  Easton,  and  mar- 
ried (second)  Feb.  t8,  1775,  Elizabeth  Fones,  and 
died  in  t8i2.  His  children  were:  Nicholas: 
Henry,  born  in  1757:  Patience,  born  in  1759.  mar- 
ried John  Larkin;  Edward,  born  in  1759:  Pene- 
lope; John,  born  in  1760:  Wait,  born  in  1762;  Ida. 
born  in  1764:  Susannah,  born  in  1766,  married 
Thomas  Brown ; Ephraim ; and  Daniel. 

(\'’)  Nicholas  Gardiner,  born  July  23,  1755, 
died  March  2,  t8o8.  He  married  (first)  Eunice 


Bright,  horn  in  1761,  who  died  Feb.  7,  1798,  daugh- 
ter of  Eunice  and  George  Bright,  of  Boston.  His 
second  wife,  Sarah,  died  Eeb.  12,  1856.  Mr.  Up- 
dike, in  speaking  of  the  wedding  as  a great  gala 
day  of  the  olden  times,  says : “The  last  of  these 
celebrations  was  given  about  1790  by  Nicholas 
Gardiner,  Esq.  It  was  attended  by  600  guests.  Mr. 
Gardiner,  dressed  in  the  rich  style  of  former  days, 
with  a cocked  hat,  full  bottomed  white  wig,  snuff- 
colored  waistcoat  and  coat  with  deep  pockets,  cape 
low  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  wig,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  expose  the  large  silver  stock  buckle  of  the 
plaited  neckcloth  of  white  linen.  Small  clothes  and 
white-topped  boots,  finely  polished,  completed  his 
attire.  He  was  a portly,  courteous  gentleman,  of 
the  old  school.”  The  children  of  Nicholas  Gardi- 
ner were:  George  B.,  born  in  1787,  died  Aug.  5, 
1859;  Eunice  married  Langworthy  Price;  iMary 
married  John  R.  Price ; Christopher  married  Mary 
Potter  Fellows ; Henry ; Elizabeth  married  John 
Larkin  ; Jonathan  C. ; Penelope  ; Ephraim. 

(VI)  Christopher  Gardiner,  born  Dec.  2,  1791, 
died  Sept,  i,  1853.  On  June  6,  1821,  he  married 
Mary  Potter  Fellows,  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Asa  Fellows,  and  their  children  were ; Asa 
Fellows;  and  Mary  Easton,  who  married  Alonzo 
A.  Greenman. 

GEORGE  E.  HOXSIE,  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  is  also  one  of 
the  best-known  members  of  that  old  and  numerous 
South  County  family  descended  from  Lodowick 
Hawksie.  Those  bearing  the  names  of  Hoxsie, 
Hoxie,  Hoxsey,  and  other  forms  of  the  present  day 
spelling,  will  be  found  to  have  a common  ancestor 
in  the  American  progenitor  of  the  family,  Lodo- 
wick Hawksie,  from  whom  George  E.  Hoxsie  is 
a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation,  his  line 
from  Lodowick  being  through  John,  Stephen,  Barn- 
abas, Stephen  and  Edward  Hoxsie. 

(I)  Lodowick  Hawksie  came  to  America  soon 
after  1650,  and  settled  in  Sandwich,  IMass.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  come  from  Scotland. 

(H)  John  Hoxsie,  son  of  Lodowick,  was  born 
in  iMarch,  1677,  and  settled  in  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island. 

(Ill)  Stephen  Hoxsie,  son  of  John,  was  born 
Nov.  28,  1713,  and  married  Feb.  27,  1734,  Eliza- 
beth Kenyon,  daughter  of  John  Kenyon.  Their 
eldest  son  and  child  was 

( IV)  Barnabas  Hoxsie,  born  Nov.  i,  1735.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Wilbur,  wbo  was  born  Dec.  10, 
1747.  and  their  eldest  son  and  second  child  was 

(\A  Stephen  Hoxsie,  born  Aug.  i,  1768.  He 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  Hopkinton  and  Richmond. 
He  married  Anna  Kenyon,  and  their  children  were: 
Elizabeth;  Thomas  W.,  who  married  (first)  Lydia 
'Faylor,  and  (second)  Tabitha  Tucker;  William  B., 
who  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Wilbur,  and  (second) 
Susan  Barber;  Stephen,  who  married  (first) 
Amanda  Tinkham,  and  (second)  Betsey  Cook; 
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Ann,  George,  Martha  and  Edith,  who  never  mar- 
ried; Edward,  who  married  Anna  Wilcox;  Solo- 
mon K.,  who  married  Eunice  G.  Peirce;  and  John 
W.,  who  died  young. 

(VI)  Edward  Hoxsie,  born  Jan.  8,  1808,  died 
April  30,  1885.  He  married  May  24,  1840,  Anna, 
daughter  of  Nathan  Wilcox.  She  was  born  April 
17,  1808,  and  died  Feb.  10,  1892.  Edward  Hoxsie 
was  born  in  District  No.  7,  of  Hopkinton,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  in  Hopkinton  and  Richmond.  As  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  of 
his  brother  Thomas,  who  lived  near  Carolina,  and 
followed  the  trade  for  some  five  years  with  him,  and 
later  at  Millstone  Point,  Conn.  In  1837  he  came  to 
the  place  where  his  son  George  E.  now  lives,  had 
a farm  of  160  acres,  and  also  followed  his  trade, 
making  a patent  hammer  for  finishing  stone  for 
eighteen  or  twenty  years,  from  1838  to  1857.  He 
did  all  kinds  of  blacksmith  work  after  that,  and  was 
also  engaged  as  a stonemason.  He  had  no  financial 
start  from  his  father,  and  made  a success  of  his 
life,  doing  well  in  every  line,  though  he  was  a con- 
tented man,  and  never  aspired  to  amass  a large 
property.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  his  locality, 
serving  as  a member  of  the  town  council  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  was  a director  of  the  Hopkinton 
Savings  Bank.  He  was  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  and  a Friend  in  religion,  always  attend- 
ing the  Friends’  meeting  at  Hopkinton  City, 
he  was  a large  man,  standing  six  feet  and 
one  inch  and  weighing  260  pounds,  and  he 
had  a fine  physique  and  excellent  habits,  never  re- 
quiring the  services  of  a physician  until  his  last 
illness,  with  pneumonia,  which  resulted  in  his  death 
April  30,  1885.  He  was  a genial  man,  very  fond  of 
company,  and  a great  joker. 

Children  as  follows  came  to  Edward  and  Anna 
(Wilcox)  Hoxsie:  Sarah  Ann,  born  May  4,  1841, 
never  married,  and  died  June  8,  1902;  Lizzie  J., 
born  Oct.  13,  1842,  lives  in  Canonchet,  R.  L;  John 
E.,  born  July  17,  1844,  died  Sept.  29,  1845  i George 
E.  was  born  Dec.  18,  1848. 

(VH)  George  E.  Hoxsie,  the  only  son  of  his 
parents,  Edward  and  Anna  (Wilcox)  Hoxsie, ’that 
lived  to  adult  age,  was  born  Dec.  18,  1848,  in  the 
same  farm  that  he  now  lives  upon  and  owns,  at 
Canonchet,  Rhode  Island.  His  early  educational 
training  was  received  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  locality,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  a 
course  at  the  Hopkinton  Academy.  His  school 
days  over,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Nichols  & 
Langworthy  Machine  Company,  at  Hope  Valley, 
where  he  remained  a few  years.  Leaving  this  em- 
ployment for  that  which  was  more  congenial  and 
profitable,  he  went  into  the  lumber  business  in  the 
vicinity  of  Canonchet,  getting  out  ties  and  sawed 
lumber.  This  he  carried  on  successfully  until 
about  1879,  when  his  field  of  operation  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  vicinity  of  Greene,  R.  I.,  and  was  car- 
ried on  on  a much  more  extensive  scale  and  with 


continued  success.  Here,  as  many  as  three  steam 
saw-mills  were  at  times  operated  in  the  i)repara- 
tion  of  ties,  car  timber,  and  all  mercantile  forms 
of  native  lumber,  which  included  a considerable 
amount  of  pine  lumber.  The  death  of  his  father, 
April  30,  1885,  necessitated  Mr.  Hoxsie’s  return  to 
Canonchet  to  give  his  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  extensive  estate  thus  left,  and  the  dis- 
position of  his  business  interests  at  Greene. 

In  connection  with  the  management  and  im- 
provement of  this  estate,  Mv.  Hoxsie  for  a while, 
carried  on  lumbering,  but  in  recent  years  the  lat- 
ter husiness  has  been  given  up.  Mr.  Hoxsie  has 
long  been  prominent  in  public  affairs  in  the  town, 
and  aside  from  his  business  of  loaning  money,  and 
the  management  of  his  extensive  farming  interests, 
he  has  lived  retired  for  some  years.  A stanch  Re- 
publican, his  interest  and  service  in  public  affairs 
has  been  keen  and  valuable.  For  more  thau  fif- 
teen years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  beard  of 
assessors  in  his  town,  and  for  an  even  longer  pe- 
riod he  has  had  charge  of  the  roads  and  bridges. 
On  the  subject  of  modern  road  construction  he  is 
regarded  as  an  authority,  and  has  been  delegated 
to  inspect  this  class  of  work  in  neighboring  States, 
with  the  object  of  facilitating  such  work  in  his  own 
town.  His  service  in  various  minor  town  offices, 
has  been  marked  by  the  same  conscientious  busi- 
ness-like discharge  of  duties,  that  characterizes  the 
management  of  his  private  affairs.  Mr.  Hoxsie  is 
a man  of  broad,  general  information  and  thor- 
oughly posted  on  the  issues  of  the  day.  A shrewd 
conservative  business  man,  his  judgment  in  busi- 
ness and  financial  circles  is  considered  excellent. 
i\Ir.  Hoxsie  is  a member  of  Charity  Lodge,  No. 
23,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Franklin  Chapter,  No.  7,  R. 
A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley,  and  of  the  O.  E.  S.  He 
also  belongs  to  Alechanics  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Hope  Valley. 

Mr.  Hoxsie  was  married  July  3,  1889,  to  iMiss 
Emma  Frances  Kenyon,  daughter  of  David  P. 
Kenyon,  of  Richmond.  She  died  Jan.  19,  1901. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Edward,  who 
died  when  six  years  old ; David  Kenyon ; Annie 
Sarah ; JMary  Emma ; and  Ruby  Arden.  Mr.  Hox- 
sie married  (second)  Dec.  19,  1905,  IMiss  Georgi- 
ana  Campbell  Dye. 

CLAPP.  The  Clapp  famil)^  of  Warwick,  now 
represented  by  the  iMisses  IMarcy  S.  W.  and  Mary 
M.  G.  Clapp  of  Crompton,  daughters  of  the  late 
Waterman  Clapp,  who  during  his  life  was  a well 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Kent  county, 
is  of  English  extraction,  and  has  been  located  in 
this  country  for  many  generations. 

(I)  George  Gilson  Clapp,  M.  D.,  born  in  Eng- 
land, possessed  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  and 
visited  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  extending 
his  travels  through  Palestine,  Egypt,  and  some 
parts  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  He  acquired  a knowl- 
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edge  of  various  languages,  and  returned  to  his  na- 
tive country  after  having  spent  nearly  twenty  years 
in  foreign  nations,  and  ex{:)ended  the  greater  part 
of  a large  fortune  in  his  travels.  He  had  been  edu- 
cated for  the  medical  profession,  and  on  his  return 
from  his  travels  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  London.  In  1666  or  1667  he  came  to 
America  and  settled  himself  in  South  Carolina,  but 
two  years  later  removed  to  New  \ork.  He  lo- 
cated'in  Westchester  county,  some  thirty  miles  from 
the  city,  and  was  esteemed  one  of  the  most  learned 
men  of  the  Colony.  He  is  known  to  have  had  one 
child,  John. 

(II)  John  Clapp,  son  of  George  Gilson,  M.  D., 
was  probably  born  before  his  father  settled  in  this 
country,  and  likely  accompanied  his  father  to  the 
Carolinas  and  to  Westchester  county,  X.  \ .,  where 
he  died.  He  married  and  had  a son,  John. 

(III)  John  Clapp  (2),  son  of  John,  lived  in 
^^'estchester  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  was  commonly  desig- 
nated as  John  Clapp  the  Second.  His  children 
were : Henry,  Gilson,  John  and  Elias. 

(IV)  John  Clapp  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  lived 
near  the  same  place  as  his  father  in  Westchester 
Co.,  X.  Y.  From  the  fact  that  all  of  the  branches 
of  his  descendants  were  identified  with  the  Society 
of  Friends,  it  is  presumed  that  he  first  brought  up 
his  family  in  that  faith.  In  1713  he  married  Eliza 
Douglas  "Ouimby,  and  died  in  Westchester,  IMay  10, 
1730,  his  children  being:  John,  born  in  1714;  James, 
in  1713;  Silas.  Feb.  27,  1717;  Phebe,  Jan.  i,  1719; 
and  Thomas.  Feb.  25,  1722. 

(V)  Silas  Clapp,  son  of  John  (3),  born  Feb. 
27,  1717.  in  Westchester,  X.  Y.,  came  from  there  to 
Block  Island,  R.  I.,  on  a visit,  and  from  there  went 
to  Warwick,  R.  I.,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Mary  Greene,  daughter  of  John  and  IMary,  and 
married  her.  She  inherited  the  farm  and  home- 
stead of  her  father,  and  these  have  been  occupied 
by  Silas  Clapp  and  his  descendants  to  the  present 
day.  Silas  died  March  19,  1777,  and  his  wife  IMary, 
Inly  8,  1760.  Thev  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children;  John,  born  May  14,  1754;  Phebe, 
about  1756;  and  Daniel,  about  1759. 

(VI)  John  Clapp,  son  of  Silas,  born  ]\Iay  14, 

1754,  married  Aug.  31,  1775,  Anne  Waterman,  of 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  born  IMay  27,  1748.  He  died 
Sept.  19,  1817,  and  she  Sept.  19,  1844.  They  had 
children  ; Silas,  born  Aug.  29.  1776;  Mary  Greene, 
.\ug.  30,  1778;  John  Greene,  Aug.  8.  1780; 
Thomas,  ;March  26,  1782;  Anne,  Sept.  6,  1784; 
William.  Jan.  24,  1786;  Waterman,  .\pril  18, 

1788;  and  Marcy,  IMay  19,  1792.  John  Clapp,  fa- 
ther of  these  chiklrcn,  was  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  owning  150  acres  near  what  is  now  the 
village  of  Crompton.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  a man  of  prominence  in  the 
town  which  was  his  home  all  of  his  life.  He  diecl 
on  his  farm,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  plot,  as 
were  his  wife  and  several  of  their  children. 

(VH)  W.\TERM.\x  Cl.\pp,  son  of  John,  was 


born  April  18,  1788,  and  married  Eliza  Wood- 
ward, of  Providence,  R.  I.  She  died  March  22, 
1826,  in  her  thirty-third  year,  and  he  survived  her 
and  lived  on  the  old  homestead  at  Warwick  with 
his  sister,  Anna,  and  his  two  daughters.  He  was  of 
the  third  generation  of  the  name  who  had  occupied 
the  house  and  very  extensive  farm  belonging  to  the 
original  owner,  John  Greene.  When  the  home  was 
built  it  was  of  two  stories,  but  later  an  addition  on 
the  west  end,  and  another  still  later  on  the  east  end, 
entirely  modernized  it  as  compared  with  its  origi- 
nal appearance.  The  inside  of  this  home,  however, 
still  retains  an  ancient  aspect,  being  stocked  with 
many  old  and  interesting  articles  of  furniture  and 
household  utensils,  silver,  china  and  pewter  dishes, 
a watch,  clock,  etc.,  belonging  to  and  transmitted 
with  the  old  house.  Not  many  rods  from  the  house 
is  the  old  cemetery. 

Waterman  Clapp  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  district,  and  when  a young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he  followed 
both  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  later  having 
a shoe  store  in  the  city  of  Providence,  keeping 
several  apprentices.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  returned  to  the  homestead  with  his  children, 
where  he  took  care  of  his  widowed  mother  and  sis- 
ters, (Mary,  Anne  and  Marcy,  who  continued  to 
make  their  home  there  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  There  Mr.  Clapp  continued  until  his  own 
death,  Aug.  9,  1884,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  nine- 
ty-seven years,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  plot 
on  the  farm.  He  was  a Whig  and  later  a Re- 
publican, and  was  a stanch  law  and  order  man 
during  the  Dorr  trouble.  He  was  made  a IMason 
in  St.  John’s  Lodge  at  Providence,  and  later  trans- 
ferred to  Manchester  Lodge  at  Anthony,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  being  the  oldest  living  member 
of  that  lodge.  He  was  buried  with  Masonic  rites. 
Honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow 
men,  he  bore  an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity 
in  his  community,  and  was  highly  respected  by  his 
fellow  townsmen  as  a public-spirited  citizen  of 
worth,  a model  husband  and  a kind  and  obliging 
neighbor. 

His  wife,  Eliza  Woodward,  a native  of  Provi- 
dence, was  a daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Williams)  Woodward,  a granddaughter  of  Joseph 
Williams,  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Clapp  had  children  as  follows:  (i)  John, 
born  Oct.  15,  1819,  died  April  4,  1870,  on  the  farm, 
where  he  had  passed  his  life  from  the  time  he  was 
eight  years  old.  He  was  a member  of  Alanches- 
ter  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Anthony,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  with  Alasonic  rites.  (2)  Marcy  Staf- 
ford Waterman  was  born  July  12,  1821.  (3)  Audry 
Ann,  born  July  24,  1823,  died  in  Jewett  City,  Conn., 
March  20,  1905.  She  married  Stephen  Tiffany, 
who  died  in  September  of  the  same  year,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Eliza  Woodward,  who  married  Frank 
If.  (Olds  and  resides  at  Edgewood,  R.  I.  (4)  Alary 
Alagdalene  Greene  was  born  June  5,  1825. 

The  Alisses  Clapp  still  reside  on  the  old  home- 
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stead,  to  which  they  are  much  devoted,  and  in 
which  they  have  placed  some  of  the  finest  furniture 
and  rarest  paintings  to  be  found  in  the  Pawtuxet 
Valley.  They  are  both  ladies  of  refinement,  and 
have  been  well  known  for  their  many  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  charity.  They  are  members  of  the  General 
Nathanael  Greene  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  were  among  the  first 
members  of  that  organization.  They  attend  the 
Centreville  JMethodist  Church. 

STEERE.  The  Steere  family  has  found  a 
home  in  Rhode  Island  through  several  generations. 
The  first  of  the  family  in  America  was 

(I)  John  Steere,  a native  of  England,  who  set- 
tled in  Providence,  about  1660,  as  noted  in  detail 
elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

(II)  Samuel  Steere,  youngest  son  of  the  emi- 
grant John,  was  born  about  1673,  and  resided  in 
Smithfield,  later  removing  to  Glocester,  near  Har- 
mony. He  died  Oct.  18,  1745.  His  wife,  Han- 
nah Field,  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Everden)  Field,  and  granddaughter  of  John 
Field,  the  emigrant  ancestor  in  this  line.  The  chil- 
dren of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Steere  were ; Urania, 
who  married  William  Coman;  a son  who  died  in 
1723;  Anthony,  who  married  Rachel  Comstock; 
Jonah,  born  in  January,  1720;  Jeremiah,  Feb.  22, 
1722;  John,  about  1729;  and  Samuel,  Nov.  12, 

1731- 

(HI)  Jonah  Steere,  Esq.,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  Glocester,  in  January,  1720,  and  resided 
in  that  town,  his  farm  being  situated  on  the  road 
from  Greenville  to  Harmony,  near  the  Waterman 
Reservoir.  Jonah  Steere  was  admitted  a free- 
man of  the  Colony  May  6,  1746,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  held  at  Newport.  He  was 
frequently  honored  with  offices  of  honor  and  trust 
by  his  fellow  townsmen,  serving  as  a justice  of 
the  peace,  a frequent  member  of  the  town  council, 
and  one  qf  those  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1780  from  the  town  of  Glocester  to  receive 
recruits.  He  died  April  14,  1798.  On  Dec.  10, 
1741,  he  married  Lydia  (born  in  1725,  died  in 
1779),  daughter  of  Job  and  Lydia  (Harding) 
Whipple.  Their  children  were : Hannah,  born 
April  15,  1742,  married  Obediah  Brown;  Samuel, 
born  Jan.  13,  1745;  Simeon,  born  Feb.  26,  I747> 
married  Mary  Walker;  Job,  born  March  21,  1749, 
married  Desire  Smith;  Lydia,  born  Feb.  14,  1751, 
married  John  Olney ; Anne,  born  Jan.  21,  1753, 
married  Jeremiah  Sayles ; Drusilla,  born  Oct.  10, 
1754,  married  James  Smith;  Asa,  born  Sept.  28, 
1757,  married  Mary  Irons ; Abigail,  born  Oct.  27, 
1759,  married  Duty  Winsor ; Nicholas,  born  Jan. 
27,  1763,  died  young;  and  Nehemiah,  born  April 
17)  1765,  married  Rachel  Harris. 

(IV)  Samuel  Steere,  son  of  Jonah  Esq.,  born 
Jan.  13,  1745,  removed  from  Glocester,  and  there 
died  in  182O  He  married  in  January,  1775,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Smith,  and  their  children 


were:  David,  born  Aug.  17,  1775;  IMartha,  born 
March  19,  1777,  married  George  Randall;  Lydia, 
born  Sept.  22,  1778,  married  Philip  Waterman, 
and  resided  in  Scituate;  Thomas,  born  Jan.  i, 
1781,  married  Sally  Medbury,  and  removed  to 
New  Berlin,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Silas,  born 
Oct.  7,  1785,  married  Huldah  Winsor,  and  died  at 
the  homestead  in  1851;  Amasa,  born  Oct.  14,  1788, 
left  home  when  a young  man  and  never  returned ; 
Betsey,  born  Oct.  28,  1792,  died  young;  and 

Hardin,  born  Jan.  15,  1798,  married  Marcy  Thorn- 
ton, and  resided  in  Johnston. 

(V)  David  Steere,  son  of  Samuel,  born  Aug. 
1 7)  U75)  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Daniel  Water- 
man, and  died  in  1809,  in  Johnston.  His  children 
were:  William  Waterman,  born  Aug.  29,  1798; 
Daniel,  born  in  1801,  died  unmarried;  Lydia  mar- 
ried Daniel  Thornton,  of  Johnston;  Betsey  mar- 
ried Pliney  Sayles,  and  removed  to  the  State  of 
Michigan ; and  Alartha  married  Martin  Salisbury 
of  Burrillville. 

(VI)  William  Waterman  Steere,  son  of 
David,  was  born  x\ug.  29,  1798,  and  in  his  early 
life  was  superintendent  of  a woolen  mill  at  North 
Scituate.  His  health  failing,  he  was  compelled  to 
take  up  out-door  work,  and  settling  on  the  Samuel 
Steere  homestead  in  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
successfully  followed  farming  the  rest  of  his  life, 
becoming  quite  well-to  do.  He  was  a man  of  splendid 
habits  and  moral  principles,  and  was  much  es- 
teemed and  respected.  He  lived  to  an  old  age, 
retaining  all  of  his  faculties,  and  was  active  until 
the  last.  He  died  Dec.  15,  1886,  and  was  buried 
in  a private  yard  on  the  farm.  He  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  and  served  as  a rep- 
resentative from  Johnston,  later  declining  the  office 
of  Senator  from  the  town. 

On  Jan.  18,  1827,  William  Waterman  Steere 
married  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  7,  1805,  daughter  of 
Ethan  and  Mary  (Thornton)  Sprague.  She  died 
April  23,  1865,  mother  of  children  as  follows; 
(i)  Mary  E.,  born  July  16,  1828,  married.  Sept.  3, 
1849,  Nelson  D.  Alverson,  and  died  in  Providence, 
Nov.  27,  1884.  Her  only  son,  Caleb  D.,  was 
drowned  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  (2)  William 
Henry,  born  Alay  24,  1831,  died  June  ii,  1832. 
(3)  David,  born  Nov.  24,  1833,  married  Feb.  7, 
1861,  jMargaret  Anna,  daughter  of  William  Steere, 
and  they  had  two  sons:  William  S.,  born  June  18, 
1866,  is  principal  of  the  Roosevelt  street  school, 
and  is  married  to  Emma  R.,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Steere  of  Greenville,  R.  I. ; and  David  Howard, 
born  Aug.  24,  1869,  1893.  David 

Steere  was  a farmer,  residing  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father,  and  there  died  June  18,  1878.  (4) 
Ruth  B.,  born  Sept.  20,  1836,  married  Joseph  D. 
Waterman,  of  Manton,  town  of  Johnston,  and  they 
have  two  children : Amey  Elizabeth  and  John  L., 
both  unmarried.  (5)  Esther  Sprague  was  born 
Feb.  5.  1840.  (6)  William  Russell,  born  Aug.  17. 

1842,  resided  in  Johnston,  where  he  followed  farm- 


i8i2 


RHODE  ISLAND 


and  there  died  in  January,  1906,  unmarried. 

(VII)  Esther  Sprague  Steere,  third  daughter 
and  fifth  child  of  William  \\h  and  Elizabeth  Steere, 
was  married  Jan.  10,  1861,  to  Benjamin  Parker 
Smith,  born  July  6,  1836,  at  Georgiaville,  town  of 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  son  of  Jenckes  Appleby  and 
Patience  J.  (Parker)  Smith. 

Benjamin  Parker  Smith  spent  his  early  life 
in  his  native  town,  and  when  a young  man  was  as- 
sociated with  his  father  and  brother,  Jenckes 
Smith,  Jr.,  in  the  butchering  business  at  Greenville. 
In  i860  they  came  to  Providence  and  engaged  in 
the  market,  dry  goods  and  grocery  business  on  the 
corner  of  Dean  street  and  Atwells  avenue,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Jenckes  A.  Smith  & Sons.  The 
firm  did  a large  business,  and  the  partners  became 
successful.  A few  years  later  the  health  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  P.  Smith  failed,  and  he  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  from  that  time  until  about  a dozen  years- 
previous  to  his  death  he  lived  retired.  He  died 
June  13,  1881,  and  was  buried  at  Georgiaville.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a man  of  Christian  character  and  up- 
right morals,  and  lived  to  command  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  him.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  iMrs.  Smith  as  follows : William  Jenckes, 

Alarch  21,  1862,  resides  at  Chicago;  he  married 
Nettie  Slocum,  and  they  have  four  children:  Ray- 
mond Parker,  Esther  May,  William  Jenckes  and 
Ruth  Marie.  Mary  Esther,  born  Jan.  19,  1871, 
was  married  Jan.  i,  1906,  to  Arthur  C.  Phillips,  of 
Providence,  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy  May,  born 
Oct.  8,'  1906. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  P.  Smith  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips  reside  on  Bainbridge  avenue.  Providence. 

CRANDALL.  The  family  name  of  Crandall 
is  derived  from  the  Welsh  words  kren,  meaning 
round,  or  crans,  meaning  wood,  and  dol  or  dal, 
meaning  vale. 

(I)  Elder  John  Crandall,  a Baptist  minister, 
of  Newport  and  Westerly,  R,  I.,  it  is  stated  by  the 
family,  came  from  Wales  to  Boston  in  1634-35. 
He  was  arrested  at  Lynn,  July  21,  1651,  and  suf- 
fered imprisonment  at  Boston,  was  fined  ±5,  and 
publicly  whipped  for  his  attachment  to  the  Bap- 
tist cause.  He  fled  to  Rhode  Island  in  1637.  He 
was  early  associated  with  the  Baptists  at  New- 
port, and  was  there  made  a freeman  in  1655.  He 
became  the  first  elder  and  preacher  in  Westerly, 
where  his  name  is  the  first  in  the  list  of  “free  in- 
habitants,” 1669.  He  was  commissioner  in  1658, 
and  several  times  thereafter,  and  was  Deputy  from 
Newport  in  1667,  and  from  Westerly  in  1670-71. 
Pie  was  one  of  the  first  Conservators  of  the  Peace 
of  Westerly,  1670,  and  exercised  the  duties  of  the 
office  for  ten  years.  Elder  Crandall  officiated  in 
Westerly  as  a member  of  the  Newport  Church,  a 
distinct  organization  not  being  set  up  in  Westerly 
until  long  after  his  death.  Elder  Crandall  was 
well  calculated  both  by  talents  and  sufferings  to 
lead  his  people  in  their  devotions.  He  took  an  ac- 


tive part  in  the  border  difficulties  between  Massa-  ] 
chusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  subsequently  be- 
tween  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  concerning  ^ 
the  lines  between  the  States.  He  was  twice  mar-  * 
ried.  His  second  wife,  Hannah,  died  in  1678.  His 
own  death  occurred  in  1676.  He  was  a man  “who  • 
in  all  stations  and  under  all  circumstances,  how- 
ever adverse,  stood  up  nobly  and  boldly  for  the 
truth.”  His  children  were:  John;  James;  Jane, 
who  married  Job  Babcock;  Sarah,  who  married 
Josiah  Witter;  Peter,  whose  wife’s  name  was 
Mary;  Joseph,  who  married  Deborah  Burdick; 
Samuel,  who  married  Sarah  Colby  (or  Celbey)  ; 
Jeremiah ; and  Eber. 

(H)  John  Crandall  (2),  son  of  Elder  John, 
married  June  18,  1672,  Elizabeth  Gorton,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Gorton,  and  was  of  New- 
port and  Kings  Town.  Mr.  Crandall  was  a black- 
smith by  trade  and  occupation.  He  was  a freeman 
in  1671.  His  children  were:  John,  Peter,  Samuel, 
Elizabeth  and  Mary. 

(H)  Peter  Crandall,  son  of  Elder  John,  mar- 
ried Mary  ^ and  was  of  Westerly.  He  re- 

sided on  the  Pawcatuck  river  on  the  old  road  lead-  - 
ing  towards  Potter  Hill,  where  he  had  a mill,  the 
first  and  only  one  then  in  the  town.  Crandall’s 
mill  was  a kind  of  a boundary,  or  standpoint,  for 
years,  and  is  frequently  mentioned  in  deeds  and 
other  legal  documents.  He  was  Deputy  in  1699, 
1700,  1701-04.  He  was  a lieutenant  in  the  mili- 
tary and  held  other  public  offices.  Both  he  and  his- 
wife  died  in  1734.  They  had  a daughter  and  one: 
son,  Peter. 

(H)  Elder  Joseph  Crandall,  son  of  Elder 
John,  married  (first)  Deborah  Burdick,  and  was-  . I 
of  Newport,  Westerly,  Kingstown  and  Newport,  ^ I 
respectively.  Mr.  Crandall  became  a very  useful  ft  i 
man,  and  filled  the  desk  in  the  church  at  Newport  f 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  its  members  for  many  j I, 
years.  He  was  called  to  the  office  of  Elder  there, 
and  ordained  May  8,  1715.  During  his  adminis- 
tration the  church  was  at  the  height  of  its  pros-  . j 

perity,  many  of  the  most  wealthy  and  infiuential  , jj 

citizens  being  among  its  members.  Mr.  Thomas.  | 
Ward,  whose  father^  John  Ward,  of  Gloucester,  - ' 
England,  had  been  an  officer  in  Cromwell’s  army,,i  1 
and  came  to  New  England  about  the  time  of  1 j 
Charles  H;  also  Richard  Ward  and  Samuel  Ward,.  ' j 
of  Westerly,  father,  son  and  grandson,  who  eacE ..  i 
became  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  were  included  ^ , 

in  the  list  of  members.  Elder  Crandall  died  [ 

Sept.  12,  1737.  His  children  were:  John;  Jo--..^  J 
seph,  who  married  Ann  Langworthy;  Mary,  wTio  | 
married  Nathaniel  Wells;  Deborah,  who  married.^  I| 
Dr.  George  Stillman;  Lucy,  who  married  John..^  ; 
Lewis;  Jane  who  married  Cyrus  Richmond;  and. 
Lydia.  ; 

(H)  Samuel  Crandall,  son  of  Elder  John,,  , 
born  in  1663,  married  Sarah  Celey,  and  was  of  . 
Newport,  and  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  They  died,.  I . 
he  in  1736,  and  she  in  1758.  Their  children  were:.  ‘ ' 
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Samuel,  born  Oct.  30,  1686;  Mary,  born  May  17, 
1689;  Jane,  born  Aug.  23,  1692;  John,  born  Jan. 
II,  1695;  Peter,  born  Oct.  25,  1697;  Joseph,  born 
Nov.  28,  1701 ; and  Thomas,  born  July  27,  1707. 

(II)  Jeremiah  Crandall,  son  of  Elder  John, 
by  his  second  marriage,  married  Priscilla  Warner, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Gorton)  WMrner,  and 
was  of  Newport  and  Westerly.  They  died,  he  in 
1718,  and  she  in  1750.  Their  children  were; 
Jeremiah,  Ann,  John,  Hannah,  James,  Sarah,  Ex- 
perience, Patience,  Susannah  and  Mary. 

(II)  Eber  Crandall,  son  of  Elder  John,  born 
in  1676,  married  (second)  a Lanphere,  and  (third) 
]\Iary  Cottrell,  and  was  of  Newport  and  Westerly, 
R.  I.  His  children  by  the  second  wife  were : John, 
Eber,  Samuel  and  Joseph;  and  those  by  the  third 
were:  Mary,  Nathaniel  and  Jonathan. 

(III)  Joseph  Crandall  (2),  son  of  Elder  Jo- 

seph, married,  Eeb.  15,  1715,  Ann  Langworthy, 
and  they  hacl  children:  Joseph,  born  Jan.  21,  1716, 
married  (first)  Elizabeth  Lewis  and  (second) 
jMartha  ; James,  born  May  12,  1719,  mar- 

ried (first)  Demaris  Kenyon,  and  (second)  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Saunders;  William,  born  Aug.  6,  1721, 
married  Deborah  Crandall,  and  died  in  1796;  Sim- 
eon, born  Jan.  15,  1724,  married  Alary  Sweet; 
Joshua  (3),  born  Oct.  15,  1727;  Ezekiel,  born  Nov. 
21,  1730;  Ann,  born  July  2,  1733,  married  James 
Rhodes;  and  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  20,  1736)  mar- 
ried Alice  Kenyon. 

(IV)  Joseph  Crandall  (3),  son  of  Joseph  (2), 
was  born  Jan.  21,  1716,  and  was  town  clerk  of  Wes- 
terly, thirty  years.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 

Elizabeth  Lewis,  and  second  to  Alartha . His 

children  were:  Jonathan,  born  Eeb.  6,  1739! 

Phineas,  born  April  16,  1743;  Anna,  born  Aug.  23, 
1745;  Elijah,  born  Jan.  17,  1747;  Joseph,  born  Feb. 
17,  1751  ; and  Elisha,  born  in  1756. 

(V)  Phineas  Crandall,  son  of  Joseph  (3),  was 
born  April  16,  1743,  and  died  April  27,  1821.  He 
married  ( first)  Ruth,  daughter  of  David  and  Grace 
(Lester)  Rogers,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
namely:  Silas,  born  in  1768,  married  Rebecca 
Beebe;  Grace,  born  in  1769,  married  David  Still- 
man; Rogers,  born  in  1772,  married  Mrs.  Lucy 
(Potter)  Barber:  Esther,  born  Aug.  17.  1775.  mar- 
ried Maxson  Stillman;  Ruth,  born  Feb.  28.  1778  • 
Lydia,  born  in  1781,  married  Russell  Wells;  and 
Ezekiel,  born  in  1783.  He  married  (second) 
Hopestill  Beebe,  who  died  Aug.  25,  1853.  To  this 
marriage  came  children  as  follows : Desire,  born 
in  1786:  Lucinda,  born  in  1790:  Phineas,  born  in 
1793:  Lester,  born  in  1796;  and  Eliza,  born  in 
1802. 

(VT)  Ezekiel  Crandall,  son  of  Phineas.  was 
born  in  1783.  and  he  lived  in  the  town  of  Hopkin- 
ton  at  Tomequang  Valley,  until  1826-27.  when  he 
removed  to  Genesee,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  section,  and  there  he 
lived  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1833.  He  worked 
at  shoemaking.  He  married  Susan  Wells,  daughter 


of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Potter)  Wells,  and  they  had 
children:  Henry  Clinton,  born  July  16,  1809, 
married  Lucinda  Ennis ; Samuel  W.,  born  Alarch 
10,  1813,  died  Alarch  29,  1816;  Susan  W.,  born 
A'lay  29,  1816,  married  Orra  Stillman;  Ezekiel 
Rogers,  born  June  26,  1820;  Eliza,  born  Nov.  17, 
1822,  married  Joseph  Boss;  George  Potter,  born 
March  23,  1825,  died  April  28,  1828;  and  William 
Wells,  born  Alarch  23,  1825,  married  E.  Euphemia 
Potter. 

(VII)  Ezekiel  Rogers  Crandall,  son  of  Eze- 
kiel, was  born  June  26,  1820,  and  he  still  resides 
on  the  farm  which  was  cleared  by  his  father,  and 
there  he  has  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering. 
He  has  been  active  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been 
county  supervisor,  and  justice  of  the  ])eace.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  at  Gene- 
see, N.  Y.,  since  it  was  organized.  On  Feb.  17. 
1844,  he  married  (first)  N.  Celestia  Burdick, 
daughter  of  Joanne  Polly  (Wilcox)  Burdick.  He 
married  (second*)  Amy  Lackey,  daughter  of 
Palermo  and  Eunice  (Edwards)  Lackey.  His 
children  were;  Ira  B.,  born  May  ii,  1846,  married 
Sardinia  Hall,  daughter  of  Benjamin  S.  and  Lydia 
(Wells)  Hall;  Mary  S..  born  Aug.  6,  1850,  mar- 
ried Alaxson  A.  Crandall,  of  Independence,  N.  Y. ; 
and  Frances  E.,  born  Oct.  16,  1854,  married  Or- 
lando J.  Warren,  deceased,  of  North  Cuba,  New 
York. 

(VIII)  Ir.\  B.  Cr.\nd.\ll,  son  of  Ezekiel  Rog- 
ers, was  born  at  Genesee,  N.  Y.,  Alay  ii,  1846,  and 
he  spent  his  early  schbol  days  in  his  native  town 
and  at  Alfred  Lhiiversity,  N.  Y.  In  1867  Mr. 
Crandall  came  to  Weserly,  R.  L,  and  for  five  years 
worked  for  Joseph  H.  Potter  in  the  clothing  store. 
In  1872  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  business  with 
Orville  Stillman  on  High  street,  in  Westerly,  con- 
tinuing for  about  sixteen  years — until  1886 — un- 
der the  firm  name  of  I.  B.  Crandall  & Co.  Then 
Air.  Stillman  retired  from  the  business,  and  in 
October,  1903,  it  became  The  I.  B.  Crandall  Com- 
pany. Air.  Crandall  has  been  a member  of  the  town 
council,  and  in  1898  was  president  of  that  body.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island  from  Westerly,  serving  two  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church  at  Genesee,  and  after  coming  to  Westerly 
became  connected  with  the  Pawcatuck  Seventh  Day 
Church,  and  is  its  treasurer.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Roval  Arcanum.  Air.  Crandall  married  Sardinia 
E.  ^Hall,  daughter  of  Benjamin  S.  and  Lydia 
(Wells)’  Hall'  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Caro- 
line AT,  born  in  1872. 

(IV)  William  Crandall,  son  of  Joseph  (2). 
born  Aug.  6,  1721,  died  1796.  He  married;  Alarch 
12,  1746,  Deborah  Crandall.  They  were  lifelong 
residents  of  Westerlv.  They  had  children:  An- 
stress.  born  Feb.  18,  1748-49:  William,  born  Oct. 
8,  1731:  Henrv,  born  Jan.  7.  1734:  Ruhamah, 

born  Alav  26.  1756:  Rhoda.  born  July  27,  1738; 
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Arnold,  born  Oct.  24,  1763:  Barney,  born  Oct.  it, 
1765;  Stennett,  born  Xov.  i,  1767;  and  Joel,  born 
Jan.  19,  1771. 

(^’)  Henry  Crandall,  son  of  \\  illiam,  born 
Jan.  7,  1754,  was  married  (first)  July  17,  1777,  by 
jPeter  Crandall,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abijah 
and  iMary  (Auchmady)  Crandall.  They  had  one 
child,  Lydia,  born  ]\larch  8,  1779.  He  married 
(second)  Feb.  24,  1782,  IMary,  daughter  of  Major 
Silas  Greenmail,  and  she  bore  him  children  as  fol- 
lows : M'illiam,  born  Dec.  28,  1782,  married  • (first) 
Lydia  Greenman,  and  (second)  Nabby  Cornell ; 
Betsey,  born  Dec.  24,  1785,  married  James  Reeves; 
Henry;  Hannah,  born  XMv.  26,  1787;  and  Timothy, 
born  Sept.  7,  1790.  Between  1787-1790  Henry 
Crandall  removed  with  his  family  to  Petersburg, 
New  York. 

(VI)  William  Crandall,  son  of  Henry,  was 
born  Dec.  28,  1782.  He  went  to  DeRuyter,  N.  Y., 
and  bought  a farm  in  the  woods  and  cleared  it  up, 
making  the  trip  on  horseback,  and  taking  his  wife 
behind  him  on  a pillion.  During  later  years  he 
lived  on  the  adjoining  farm  with  his  son  William 
G.  He  adhered  to  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church.  He  married  Lydia  Greenman,  at  Peters- 
burg, X.  Y.,  and  they  had  children : William  G., 
born  July  ii,  1806,  married  (first)  Eliza  Ann 
IMaxson,  and  (second)  Jane  Stillman;  VYrnum, 
born  in  1809,  married  Julia  klackee ; Jonathan, 
born  July  18,  1811,  married  (first)  Emma  Still- 
man, (second)  iMrs.  Lorena  Johnson,  and  died 
Jan.  26,  1894;  Darwin  S.,  born  in  1816,  married 
Alzina  Babcock;  Polly;  and  Lydia  Jane,  born  June 
27,  1821,  married  Dwight  Crumb. 

(ATI)  Jonathan  Crandall,  son  of  AA’ilham, 
was  born  at  De  Ruyter,  X.  Y.,  July  18,  1811.  He 
was  a home-loving  boy,  and  a good  help  to  his 
mother,  who  had  not  the  rugged  constitution  so 
necessary  to  pioneer  women.  He  married  (first) 
Emma  Stillman,  born  Sept.  27,  1814,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Esther  (Alaxson)  Stillman.  She  died  Feb. 
27,  1861,  the  mother  of  the  following  family:  Julia, 
born  Oct.  8,  1834,  married  Roswell  A.  Crandall, 
and  resides  at  Alilton  Junction,  Wis. ; Cornelia 
Jane  (deceased),  born  Feb.  27,  1837,  married  A.  O. 
Wells,  who  met  with  an  accidental  death  Oct.  8, 
1905,  at  Leonardsville,  X.  Y.,  by  falling  from  a 
wagon;  Orcelia,  born  Jan.  i,  1838,  married  (first) 
Benjamin  Chapman,  (second)  Air.  Bowman,  and 
resides  at  Findlay’s  Lake,  X.  Y. ; Albert  Newell, 
born  Alay  6,  1841,  married  Alary  AI.  St.  John 
(sketch  follows)  ; Luman  E.,  born  Aug.  9,  1843, 
died  Oct.  6,  1843;  Judson  L.,  born  Jan.  6,  1845, 
married  Alary  J.  Xetherwood,  and  resides  at  AA’es- 
terly,  R.  I.;  Elizabeth  Adelia,  born  June  9,  1848, 
died  July  26.  1850;  AA’illiam  H.,  born  April  2,  1851, 
resides  at  Westerly,  R.  I.;  and  Herman  E.,  born 
Sept.  20,  1859.  niarried  Alary  E.  Whitford,  and  re- 
sides at  Xew  Britain,  Connecticut. 

(AT II)  .Ai.iiKUT  Xi:wF.LL  CKAXn.M.L,  son  of 
Jonathan,  born  A lay  6.  1841,  at  De  Ruyter.  X.  A'.. 


spent  his  boyhood  days  there,  and  attended  the 
district  school  across  the  line  in  the  town  of  Lin- 
coln. At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  went  to  Brook- 
field, X.  Y.  In  1859  he  came  to  AVesterly,  R.  I., 
and  began  working  for  C.  Maxson  & Co.,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  twenty  years.  In  1879  he 
went  into  the  building  business  at  Xo.  57  Alain 
street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Randolph,  Bentley 
& Co.  In  July,  1900,  he  discontinued  active  busi- 
ness in  the  building  line,  selling  out  to  R.  A.  Sher- 
man. Ever  since  coming  to  AVesterly  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Pawcatuck  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  president  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
Mr.  Crandall  served  in  the  9th  R.  I.  Volunteers  in 
the  AAMr  of  the  Rebellion,  and  he  was  at  one  time 
in  command  of  a battalion  in  the  militia.  Air. 
Crandall  was  married  in  Leonardsville  (Brook- 
field), N.  Y.,  Jan.  19,  1870,  by  the’ Rev.  L.  C. 
Rogers,  to  Alary  AT  St.  John,  daughter  of  Alilton 
AVilcox  and  Alary  (Babcock)  St.  John.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Alilton 
Albert,  born  Oct.  i,  1872;  Emma,  born  Alarch  2, 
1881  ; and  AVillard  Raymond,  born  X^ov.  29,  1894. 
Air.  Crandall  is  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  A. 
F.  & A.  AI.,  of  AA’esterly.  He  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, but  is  by  no  means  an  office  seeker. 

(IX)  Alilton  A.  Crandall,  son  of  Albert  Xew- 
ell,  spent  his  school  days  in  AA’esterly,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  1890,  after  which  he  at- 
tended Union  College  for  two  years.  He  then 
worked  with  his  father,  and  in  1900  engaged  in 
business  for  himself.  He  is  now  located  in  Grand 
Junction,  Colorado. 

AVILLIAAI  PIERCE  XICHOLS,  a repre- 
sentative citizen  of  the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I., 
who  is  manager  and  superintendent  of  the  AIo- 
hegan  mill,  at  Alohegan,  is  a member  of  one  of 
Rhode  Island’s  oldest  and  most  honored  families, 
being  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Thomas  Xichols. 

(I)  Thomas  Xichols,  of  Newport,  R.  L,  mar- 
ried Hannah,  born  Dec.  17,  1642.  On  Oct.  31, 
1677,  1'*^  Clement  AVeaver,  George  Vaughan, 
Thomas  Fry,  Giles  Peirce,  John  Gorton  and  John 
Holden,  with  forty-one  others,  for  services  ren- 
dered during  King  Philip’s  war  were  granted  5,000 
acres  to  be  called  East  Greenwich,  at  which  place 
Air.  X’ichols  died.  His  children  were:  Thomas, 
born  Aug.  6,  1660,  married  Alercy  Reynolds;  Sus- 
annah, born  Oct.  15,  1662,  married  Thomas  Haz- 
ard ; John,  horn  April  16,  1666,  married  Hannah, 
born  Aug.  7,  1674;  Robert,  born  X^ov.  22,  1671, 
married  Alary  Case;  Hannah,  born  Aug.  7,  1674, 
married  AAhlliam  Arnold;  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  28, 
1676;  Jonathan,  born  June  16,  i68t,  married  Eliza- 
beth Lawton;  Joseph,  born  April  18,  1684;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  June  14,  1688,  married  Gideon 
Freeborn. 

( H ) Benjamin  Xichols,  .son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  Jan.  28,  1676.  On  Alay  27,  1709,  he  and 
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twelve  others  bought  of  the  Colony  agents  1,824 
acres  in  Kingstown,  bounding  east  on  Pequot  Path, 
south  on  new  road  leading  to  the  country  from  said 
path,  north  on  Fones  Purchase,  west  on  road  lead- 
ing to  East  Greenwich.  In  1725  and  1726  he  was 
deputy,  bearing  the  title  of  captain.  On  Nov.  29, 
1704,  he  sold  fifty  acres  in  East  Greenwich,  being 
part  of  eighty  acres  granted  to  his  father,  Thomas 
Nichols  of  Newport.  His  will,  proved  Sept.  21,  1736, 
at  North  Kingstown,  gave  to  son  Jonathan  house 

and  lot  purchased  of  John and  all  the  land 

from  Henry  Nichols,  also  ten  acres  from  the  home- 
stead farm ; to  son  Joseph  and  son  John  fifty  acres 
adjoining  East  Greenwich  line;  son  George  land 
near  East  Greenwich ; mentions  a daughter  Ruth,  a 
negro  girl,  Phillis,  and  to  son,  Thomas,  the  rest 
and  residue,  etc.  [Part  of  the  will  is  burned  away.] 
Benjamin  Nichols  married  Mary  Vaughan,  widow 
of  David,  and  their  children  were:  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  22,  1698;  Jonathan,  born  Nov.  27,  1700,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Thomas;  Ruth,  born  March  13,  1703, 
married  Ezekiel  Long;  Joseph,  born  June  8,  1707, 
married  Mary  Spink;  John,  born  Dec.  30,  1769; 
William,  born  March  25,  1712;  Thomas,  born  Feb. 
28,  1714,  married  (first)  Rebecca,  and  (second) 
Hannah  Hall;  George,  born  Aug.  25,  1715,  mar- 
ried Waite  Vaughan;  and  Ann,  born  Oct.  16,  1717. 

(HI)  John  NEchols,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
Dec.  30,  1709,  in  North  Kingstown,  and  died  be- 
fore 1758.  He  married  May  30,  1736, 

Mary,  born  May  8,  1715,  daughter  of 

Christopher  and  Deborah  (Nichols)  Vaughan, 
of  East  Greenwich.  Their  children  were : Eunice, 
born  May  30,  1737,  married  Peleg  Weaver;  Ben- 
jamin, born  Jan.  27,  1739;  and’ Christopher,  born 
July  12,  1741,  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Nichols, 
and  (second)  Tabitha  Gardiner. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Nichols,  son  of  John,  was  born 
Jan.  27,  1739,  and  married  Sept.  6,  1761,  Phebe, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  and  Phebe  (Wight- 
man.)  Weaver,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Lucy,  born  Nov.  26,  1762, 
married  Andrew  Fry;  Paul,  born  April  21,  1764; 
Phebe  married  (first)  Mr.  Mawney,  brother  of  the 
wife  of  Elisha  R.  Potter,  and  (second)  William 
Holden;  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  15,  1769;  and  Mary 
married  Benjamin  Nichols. 

(V)  Jonathan  Nichols,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  Sept.  15,  1769,  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  and  died 
April  26,  1849.  He  married  Mary,  born  Jan.  29, 
1769,  who  died  March  4,  1826,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Mercy  (Gorton)  Wightman,  of  WMrwick.  the 
latter  being  a daughter  of  Othniel  Gorton,  of  W ar- 
wick,  and  married  Nov.  4,  1790,  for  her  second 
husband  Thomas  Holden.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols 
had  these  children:  Captain  John,  born  Sept.  27, 
1790,  married  (first)  Lydia  Wdghtman,  and  (sec- 
ond) Lydia  Peckham  IMcKenzie ; Gorton  W^,  born 
Sept.  30,  1792,  married  Amy  Pry;  Warren,  born 

Feb.  8,  1795,  married  Abby  : IMercy  W^, 

born  July  9,  1797,  married  George  N.  Arnold; 
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Phebe,  born  July  16,  1799,  married  (first)  Samuel 
IMawney,  and  (second)  Walter  Carrell ; Ambrose, 
born  Jan.  12,  1802,  married  a iMr.  Davis;  Benjamin 
T.,  born  Jan.  30,  1804;  Othniel,  born  Aug.  27, 
1806,  died  Nov.  30,  1807 ; Othniel  W.,  born  Dec. 
II,  1808;  and  Mariah  W.,  twin  of  Othniel  Wk, 
married  Isaac  Lawton. 

(VI)  Dr.  Benjamin  T.  Nichols,  son  of  Jona- 
than, was  born  Jan.  30,  1804.  He  married  June  28, 
1827,  Mary  Elinor,  daughter  of  Boone  and  Ann 
(Tennant)  Spink.  Their  children  were:  Mary 
Emeline,  deceased,  married  Theodore  Chadsey,  and 
had  one  son,  William  N. ; Eliza  Eairbanks,  de- 
ceased, married  WMlter  S.  Nichols,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Lillian  F. ; Jonathan  Holden  married 
Mary  T.  Arnold,  and  had  one  son,  Roy  C. ; and 
Philogene  Mailyard,  born  Sept.  16,  1840.  Dr. 
Nichols  was  educafed  in  North  Kingstown,  prac- 
ticed medicine  at  Dundee,  N.  Y.,  and  later  at  Cen- 
treville,  where  he  died  July  27,  1844.  Mrs.  Nichols 
married  for  her  second  husband  Nehemiah  Raplee, 
of  Dundee,  New  York. 

(VH)  Philogene  IMailyard  Nichols,  father  of 
William  P.,  and  a highly  respected  citizen  of  North 
Kingstown,  was  born  at  Centreville,  R.  I.,  Sept. 
16,  1840.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother 
and  her  four  children  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father Boone  Spink,  in  Wfickford,  and  he  spent  his 
boyhood  days  at  that  place,  securing  his  education 
in  the  public  school.  When  a young  man  he 
worked  for  James  Eldred  in  the  jewelry  business 
at  Wickford.  On  Sept.  30,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  PI,  4th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  to  serve  three 
years.  IPe  was  promoted  to  seventh  corporal,  then 
to  third  sergeant,  acting  orderly  sergeant,  second 
lieutenant,  first  lieutenant  in  charge  of  Company 
I,  and  returned  home  as  acting  adjutant  of  the 
regiment.  Pie  participated  in  every  engagement  in 
which  the  4th  took  part,  and  has  an  honorable 
record. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married  May  15,  1865,  to 
Elvira  R.  Pierce,  daughter  of  William  E.  Pierce, 
proprietor  of  the  Belleville  iMill,  and  the  following 
year  became  a partner  of  Mr.  Pierce  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns  until  the  fall 
of  1889.  For  nine  years  thereafter  he  was  ship- 
ping clerk  in  the  Belleville  W'oolen  mills.  Por 
over  forty  vears  he  has  been  a member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  5,  A.  PP  & A.  PI.  He  was  at 
one  time  commander  of  Charles  C.  Baker  PMst,  No. 
16,  G.  A.  R.  Since  1869  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Arlington  Baptist  Church.  To  Mr.  and  PIrs. 
Nichols  were  born  the  following  children : Wil- 
liam Pierce,  born  Sept.  28,  1867 ; Lugene  Rodman, 
born  April  25,  1875,  married  Bertha  PI.  Smith, 
and  is  an  architect  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y. ; and 
Phebe  Eleanor,  born  Play  ii,  1879,  died  Oct.  30, 
1881. 

(VHI)  William  Pierce  Nichols  was  born  Sept. 
28.  1867,  in  North  Kingstown.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  North  Kings- 
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town,  graduated  from  Wickford  Academy,  and 
later  from  Scholtield's  business  College  at  Provi- 
dence. He  then  entered  the  woolen  mill  of  his 
father  at  North  Kingstown,  beginning  at  the  bot- 
tom and  working  his  way  up,  acquiring  a complete 
knowledge  in  all  branches  of  the  industry.  De- 
siring to  acquire  a still  more  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  business,  he  entered  the  Philadelphia  Tex- 
tile school,  where  he  took  a full  course  and  gradu- 
ated. For  about  two  years  thereafter  he  was  in 
charge  of  a woolen  mill  at  Concord,  Hass.,  be- 
longing to  the  West  Vale  Woolen  Company.  This 
hrm  he  left,  in  April,  1898,  to  become  superin- 
tendent of  the  iSiohegan  mill,  for  the  W'anskuck 
Company,  which  position  he  has  since  filled,  having 
been  manager  of  the  mill  also  since  1904.  He  is 
independent  in  politics,  taking  nothing  more  than 
a good  citizen's  interest  therein.*  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  1^'riendship  Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  b.  & 
A.  i\l.,  at  Chepachet. 

On  Dec.  29,  1890,  j\lr.  Nichols  was  married  to 
Jda  H.  Hoxsie,  born  June  4,  1866,  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Mary  A. 
(Davis)  Hoxsie,  and  two  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union;  Fredric  William,  June  i,  1899;  and 
Pertrice  Dorothy,  Oct.  24,  1905. 

MICHAEL  P.  ^HLAN,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
I’rovidence,  was  born  i\ larch  16,  1862,  in  Milford, 
Mass.,  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Kelly) 
Milan,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Emerald 
Isle. 

Michael  Milan  had  been  a forty-niner  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  was  a shoe  manufacturer  in  Milford, 
iMass.,  employing  fifty  men  on  sub-contract  work. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a soldier.  The 
hardships  of  army  life  so  injured  his  health,  that 
he  was  not  able  to  engage  in  active  business  after 
the  war,  and  he  died  in  1875.  His  wife,  iMargaret 
Kelly,  was  born  in  Pelfast,  Ireland,  but  was  of 
Scotch  parentage. 

Dr.  Milan  spent  his  early  school  days  at  Ash- 
land, Mass.,  and  in  1884  he  graduated  at  Amherst 
College  with  the  degree  of  A.  P.  The  succeeding 
five  years  he  was  occupied  in  teaching,  being  prin- 
cipal of  schools  at  Mechanics  Falls,  iMaine,  and  at 
Walpole,  id  ass.,  and  those  who  know  the  man 
realize  that  he  must  have  been  a thorough  and  suc- 
cessful instructor.  Having  determined  u])on  the 
medical  ])rofession  as  his  life  work,  in  1889  he 
entered  Ilellevue  Hospital  iMedical  College,  New 
^'ork,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1892,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  The  succeeding  year  he  ])assed 
in  hospital  work  at  Bellevue,  and  in  1893  located 
for  ])ractice  at  Ohieyville  Stpiare,  then  in  the  town 
of  Johnston,  but  now  a ])art  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. In  1903  he  removed  his  office  to  No.  1574 
Westminster  street. 

Dr.  Milan  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society  and  I’rovidence  Medical  .Associa- 


tion, and  is  head  physician  for  the  iModern  Wood- 
men of  America  in  Rhode  Island,  and  also  exam- 
iner for  the  Manhattan  Life  and  the  New  England 
iMutual  Life  Insurance  Companies. 

In  1897  Dr.  Milan  was  married  in  Providence, 
to  Alargaret  Anna,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Ellen 
Noonan.  To  this  union  have  come  children  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret  A.,  born  Nov.  30,  1898;  Helen, 
May  7,  1901  ; Katharine,  Feb.  5,  1905.  Dr.  Milan 
is  noted  as  a thorough  general  practitioner  among 
the  members  of  his  profession,  and  has  a large 
clientele  in  the  city  of  his  adoption. 

WILLIAM  WARREN  FLINT,  who  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  Providence  April  30,  1905, 
was  a self-made  man  and  one  of  the  oldest  manu- 
facturing jewelers  of  the  city.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  president  of  E'lint,  Blood  & Co.,  in- 
corporated, a well-known  and  successful  firm  of 
manufacturing  jewelers,  a concern  with  which  Mr. 
Flint  had  been  connected  for  years,  having  been 
one  of  the  organizers  and  the  leading  factor  in  its 
success.  He  was  born  Dec.  28,  1837,  in  Walpole, 
N.  H.,  son  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Hooper)  Flint. 
The  Flint  family  is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  has  been 
settled  in  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  for  mam- 
generations.  Through  his  mother  Mr.  Flint  de- 
scended from  old  and  prominent  families — the 
Hoopers  and  Balls,  who  were  active  in  the  develop- 
ment of  their  localities,  while  a great-uncle  of  iSIr. 
Flint  was  a Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

George  Flint,  father  of  William  W.,  was  a na- 
tive of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  worked  at  the  trade 
of  clock  maker  and  repairer.  He  resided  for  some 
years  after  his  marriage  in  Walpole,  N.  H.,  re- 
moving about  1849  to  Lonsdale,  R.  L,  and  in  1851 
to  Central  Falls,  where  he  lived  until  1869.  He 
then  removed  to  Providence  and  followed  his  trade 
until  a few  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1883,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-seven 
years.  Whlliam  W.  Flint  was  one  of  three  children 
born  to  his  parents,  two  of  them  living  to  maturity. 
His  sister,  Nancy  R.,  married  Charles  E.  Slade,  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  died  in  Providence. 

William  W.  Flint  was  twelve  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed,  to  Rhode  Island  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  quite  limited,  for  at  an 
early  age  he  began  work  in  a cotton  mill  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  age  of  fourteen.  In  1851 
he  was  apprenticed  to  Northrup  & Thurber,  manu- 
facturing jewelers  on  Mill  street.  Central  Falls,  to 
learn  the  trade  of  jeweler,  and  served  his  appren- 
ticeship of  four  years,  receiving  the  very  small 
wages  which  were  paid  apprentices  at  that  time. 
.After  his  term  of  apprenticeship  was  ended  he  be- 
gan work  for  them  as  a journeyman,  but  the  hard 
times  of  1856  came  on  and  business  was  paralyzed 
so  that  he  lost  his  position.  As  work  in  his  line 
was  not  to  be  had,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  be  idle 
he  took  up  book  canvassing,  and  for  a year  sold 
books  in  Boston  and  vicinity.  Wdien  good  times  re- 
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turned  he  again  took  up  his  trade,  finding  work  in 
Providence,  and  he  was  there  employed  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war^  when  he  entered  the 
navy. 

Mr.  Flint  enlisted  in  Boston,  together  with 
Samuel  C.  Cash  and  Edward  C.  Leavitt,  the  artist. 
They  were  assigned  to  the  flagship  “Wachusett” 
but  Mr.  Flint  served  only  about  six  months,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  illness.  He  was 
ever  fond  of  recalling  his  short  term  of  service  in 
the  navy,  for  both  Mr.  Leavitt  and  himself  be- 
came very  popular  among  the  crew  because  of  their 
ability  to  entertain  them,  IMr.  Leavitt  being  a 
skillful  sketch  artist,  and  Mr.  Flint  a performer  of 
exceptional  ability  on  the  violin. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  Flint  returned  to 
Providence  and  entered  the  factory  of  Brown  & 
Sharpe,  where  he  learned  the  finer  branches  of  ma- 
chine work,  such  as  tool  making,  dye  cutting,  etc., 
wishing  to  fit  himself  for  all  branches  of  fine  jew- 
elry work.  He  also  became  a skillful  designer.  In 
1864  he  began  work  for  Wilcox,  Bated  & Cheney, 
manufacturing  jewelers,  where  he  cut  dies  and  did 
designing,  doing  most  of  their  work  in  the  latter 
line,  and  remaining  there  for  five  years.  In  1869 
he  went  into  business  for  himself,  forming  a co- 
partnership with  Joseph  F.  Blood,  James  A.  Young 
and  Benjamin  A.  Holbrook,  under  the  name  of 
Flint,  Blood  & Co.  This  continued  until  1878, 
when  Mr.  Holbrook  retired  and  the  firm  was  then 
known  as  Flint,  Blood  & Young  until  1888,  when 
INIr.  Young  died  and  the  firm  was  again  given  the 
old  name.  On  IMarch  i,  1904,  the  firm  was  incor- 
porated as  Flint,  Blood  & Co.,  and  IMr.  Flint  was 
elected  president  of  the  concern,  continuing  until 
his  death  to  fill  that  position.  The  firm  has  been 
located  in  the  Simmons  Building,  No.  94  Point 
street,  for  many  years. 

]\Ir.  Flint  was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles, 
being  a member  of  Orpheus  Lodge,  Providence 
Chapter,  Pawtucket  Council,  and  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  reached  the  32d 
degree  in  Alasonry  and  was  a member  of  Palestine 
Temple,  INlystic  Shrine.  In  musical  circles  he  was 
exceedingly  well-known  and  from  early  boyhood 
manifested  considerable  ability  as  a musician  ; while 
his  musical  training  was  limited,  he  became  one  of 
the  best  bass  singers  the  city  ever  had,  possessing 
a fine  mellow  voice.  In  this  capacity  he  filled  po- 
sitions in  some  of  the  largest  churches  in  Provi- 
dence, among  them  being  St.  John's,  Union  Con- 
gregational, Grace  Church,  St.  Stephen’s,  and  both 
the  First  and  Second  Universalist  Churches,  his 
last  position  being  at  the  Unitarian  Church  on 
IMathewson  street,  when  it  had  the  best  choir  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Flint  was  also  prominent  socially  and 
was  a leading  and  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Arion  Club,  serving  on  the  board  of  managers. 
Religiously  he  was  a Baptist,  and  united  with  the 
church  at' Central  Falls  when  a young  man. 

On  IMarch  6,  1873.  IMr.  Flint  was  married  to 
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Miss  Drusilla  Payne,  of  Central  Falls,  daughter  of 
Noah  and  Bethia  (Sprague)  Payne,  and  a descend- 
ant in  paternal  and  maternal  lines  of  old  Rhode  Is- 
land families.  Through  her  mother,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Pardon  and  Elizabeth  (King)  Sprague, 
Mrs.  Elint  descended  from  Clement  King,  of 
Marshtield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Flint  for  some  years  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  was  a successful  school 
teacher.  She  now  resides  on  Bowen  street,  Provi- 
dence. 

William  Warren  Flint,  as  before  stated,  was  a 
self-made  man,  who  from  early  poverty  achieved 
success  and  prominence.  He  was  ever  a most 
dutiful  and  devoted  son,  looking  to  the  care  and 
comfort  of  his  parents  in  their  old  age,  a kind  and 
loving  husband,  and  a man  of  high  morals  and 
courage.  While  his  educational  advantages  in 
youth  were  necessarily  limited,  he  became  a man 
well  informed  on  general  matters  through  reading 
and  observation.  He  was  fond  of  argument  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  both  sides  of  the  cpiestion. 
While  of  a stern  and  positive  character  he  pos- 
sessed a kind  heart,  and  his  many  generous  acts 
of  charity  would  never  have  become  known  ex- 
cept through  the  recipients.  He  was  a thorough 
business  man  of  the  conservative  type ; he  much 
valued  the  counsel  and  advice  of  his  wife  and  al- 
w^ays  sought  it  on  more  important  matters.  Suc- 
cessful in  every  sense  of  the  word,  he  left  not  only 
a handsome  estate,  but  a name  untarnished. 

^ WIGHTMAN  (Woonsocket  family).  In  the 
early  settlement  of  Rhode  Island  there  appeared  at 
two  different  points  a George  Wightman  and  a 
Valentine  Whitman,  wdiom  authorities  on  early 
Rhode  Island  history  make  kinsmen,  “perhaps 
brothers.”  From  this  source  spring  those  of  either 
name  wdiose  family  history  extends  back  to  early 
Rhode  Island.  The  descendants  of  George  have 
more  generally  preserved  the  spelling  of  the  name 
as  Wightman,  though  occasionally  using  the  other 
form — Whitman. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  EdVard  Wightman  of 
Burton-upon-Trent,  England,  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  last  martyr  condemned  for  heresy  on 
English  soil.  He  was  convicted  Dec.  14,  1611,  and 
was  burned  at  Lichfield  April  ii,  1612.  Tradi- 
tion makes  George  Wightman  (above)  a descend- 
ant of  the  martyr  Edward  Wightman,  wdio  suf- 
fered death  for  religious  liberty.  George  \\  ight- 
man  was  in  Kings  Towm,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  1669. 
He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1671,  and  be- 
came a freeman  in  1673.  He  w'as  constable  in 
1686.  He  was  born  in  1632  and  died  in  1722.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Updike^,  born  in  1644.  daughter 
of  Gilbert  and  Katherine  (Smith)  Updike,  of 
Kings  Towm,  R.  I.  Their  children  w’ere : Elizabeth. 
Alice,  Daniel.  Sarah,  George,  John,  Samuel  and 
\^alentine.  Of  these  Daniel  was  ordained  as  a min- 
ister and  made  assistant  to  Rev.  James  Clarke, 
pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  at  New'port. 
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^ He  succeeded  ]\[r.  Clarke  in  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  in  1736,  and  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  iden- 
tified with  it.  To  one  of  his  sons,  George,  who 
settled  in  \\’arwick,  he  deeded  in  1743,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Exeter,  R.  1.  Another 
son,  John,  lived  in  South  Kingstown,  and  in  Exe- 
ter. while  another  son,  Samuel,  located  in  Groton, 
Connecticut. 

X'alentine  Whitman,  the  other  of  the  two  orig- 
inal settlers  referred  to,  was  early  at  Providence, 
where  in  1656  he  was  a surveyor  of  highways,  was 
later  for  several  years  juryman  and  in  1658  com- 
missioner. He  died  in  1701,  and  his  widow  Alary 
passed  away  in  1718.  Of  their  nine  children  there 
was  but  one  son,  Valentine,  and  he  married  in  1694, 
Sarah  Bartlett.  He  became  a citizen  of  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  and  at  his  house,  Alarch  17,  1731,  was  held 
the  first  meeting  of  the  town  council.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1719. 

Of  the  more  recent  generations  of  the  North 
Kingstown  Wightmans,  Henry  Holmes  and  Emily 
(Chadsey)  Wightman  were  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  farmers  of  that  town,  one  of  whose  chil- 
dren, John  A.  C.  Wightman,  the  head  of  the  Woon- 
socket Wightman  famil)-,  of  which  city  he  has  been 
a resident  for  some  thirty-eight  or  more  years, 
is  one  of  its  substantial  men  and  useful  citizens, 
long  prominently  identified  with  its  business  in- 
terests and  public  affairs. 

(II)  Rev.  Daniel  Wightman,  son  of  George, 
the  Kings  Town  settler  and  alluded  to  in  the  fore- 
going, was  born  Jan.  2,  1668.  He  married  (first) 
Catherine  Holmes,  born  in  1671,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Sarah  (Borden)  Holmes.  She  died  Sept. 
8,  1699.  His  second  wife.  Alary,  was  born  in  1669, 
and  died  Nov.  4,  1732.  He  married  (third)  Cath- 
erine, born  in  1673,  and  died  Oct.  28,  1758,  widow 
of  Joseph  Gardiner,  and  daughter  of  John  and 
Frances  (Holder)  Holmes.  Air.  Wightman  died 
Aug.  31,  1750,  and  was  buried  in  the  Newport 
cemetery,  as  were  all  three  of  his  wives.  Air. 
Wightman  had  two  daughters  born  to  the  first 
wife  whose  Christian  names  are  unknown ; and 
to  the  second  children  as  follows : George,  Eliza- 
beth and  Daniel,  the  latter  born  in  1707. 

(III)  George  Wightman  (2),  son  of  Rev. 
Daniel,  born  about  1703,  married,  and  among  his 
children  was  George,  born  Nov.  4 (or  2),  1726. 

(IV)  George  V’ightman  (3),  referred  to  as 
Col.  George,  son  of  George  (2),  born  Nov.  4 (or 
2),  1726,  married  Dec.  21,  1746,  Elizabeth  Wait,  of 
Exeter,  R.  L,  and  their  children  were ; Holmes, 
born  Jan.  6,  1748;  John,  Alarch  4,  1749;  Elizabeth, 
Oct.  23,  1750;  Frederick,  Sept.  13,  1752;  George, 
Jan.  19,  1756;  Alary;  Asa;  Valentine;  and  Daniel. 
Several  members  of  this  family  are  buried  in  the 
old  Wightman  burying  ground  in  North  Kings- 
town, R.  I.  According  to  the  inscription  on  the 
tombstone.  Airs.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Col.  George 
X\  ightman,  died  in  February,  1796,  aged  about 
seventy  years. 


^ (V)  Holmes  Wightman,  son  of  Col.  George, 

born  Jan.  6,  1748,  married  April  12,  1768,  Comfort 
Bullock,  of  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  and  among  their 
children  was  John,  known  as  Capt.  John  Wight- 
man. The  parents  died.  Air.  Wightman  Jan.  18, 
1817,  aged  seventy  years;  and  Airs.  Wightman, 

Feb.  19,  1818,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Their  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Wightman  burying  ground  in 
North  Kingstown. 

(VI)  Capt.  John  Wightman,  son  o'!  Holmes, 
born  about  1789,  married  Alary  Wightman,  and 
among  their  children  were : Henry  Holmes,  born 
Dec.  14,  1805  ; Josiah,  Almira  and  John.  Capt. 
Wightman  died  July  21,  1836,  aged  forty-seven 
(?),  and  Airs.  Alary  Wightman,  Oct.  27,  i860, 
aged  seventy-seven.  They  lived  all  their  lives  on 
Quidnesett  Neck. 

(VII)  Henry  Holmes  Wightman,  son  of  Capt. 

John,  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  L,  born  Dec.  14, 
1805,  married  Dec.  14,  1829,  Emily  Greene  Chad- 
sey, born  April  2,  1809,  town  of  Warwick, 

R.  I.,  one  of  nine  children  born  to  Jeremiah  Greene 
and  Avis  (Wightman)  Chadsey,  he  born  Dec.  2. 
1780,  and  she  Oct.  7,  1780,  their  mar- 
riage occurring  Aug.  6,  1804,  and  his  death 

Alay  26,  1872.  Air.  Chadsey  was  the 

son  of  Jabez  Chadsey  (2),  and  grandson  of  Jabez 
and  Honour  (Huling)  Chadsey.  and  great-great- 
grandson  of  Capt.  Alexander  Huling,  of  North 
Kingstown.  Jabez  Chadsey  (2)  was  born  Jan. 

31,  1754,  and  died  in  September,  1820.  He  mar- 
ried Sept.  30,  1779,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Greene,  a direct  descendant  of  John  Greene,  sur- 
geon, one  of  the  founders  of  the  Providence  Plan- 
tations, who  came  from  Salisbury,  County  of  Wilts, 
England,  in  the  ship  “Jaimes”  in  1635,  and  was  first 
of  Boston  and  Salem,  his  lineage  being  through 
James  and  Jabez  Greene.  Jabez  Chadsey  (2)  took 
an  active  part  in  the  Revolution,  serving  in  Sulli- 
van’s expedition  at  Newport,  for  which  his  widow 
was  pensioned.  Henry  Holmes  Wightman  died 
Nov.  27,  1866,  having  been  accidentally  killed  on 
the  Stonington  railroad,  and  at  the  time  was  nearly 
sixty-one  years  of  age.  His  widow  Emily  Greene 
(Chadsey)  Wightman  died  Alarch  28,  1868,  aged 
nearly  sixty ; and  both  are  buried  in  the  old  Wight- 
man burying  ground  at  North  Kingstown.  Their 
children  were:  William  Henry,  born  Dec.  25, 
1830;  George  Chadsey,  Jan.  4,  1833;  Avis  Alaria, 
Aug.  9,  1834  (deceased)  ; Jeremiah  Chadsey,  July 
27,  1836  (deceased)  ; Joseph,  July  24,  1839 
ceased)  ; Charles  Lippitt.July  20,  1840  (deceased)  ; 
Hannah  Smith,  Alay  i,  1842;  Alary  Comfort, 
Alarch  12,  1845;  John  Albert  Chadsey,  Alarch  i, 
1847;  Alexander  Wilson  (deceased)  and  Waity 
Wilson  (twins),  April  22,  1848;  and  Emily 

Frances,  Jan.  28,  1850. 

(VIII)  John  A.  C.  Wightmax,  son  of  Henry  || 
Holmes,  was  born  Alarch  i,  1847,  in  the  town  of  ^ 
North  Kingstown.  On  Nov.  7,  1871.  he  married  in 
North  Kingstown,  Clara  Pierce,  daughter  of  Cal- 
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vin  and  Nancy  (Tafift)  Pierce,  of  old  Rhode  Is- 
land families.  Their  only  child,  Chester,  a bright 
and  promising  boy,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
INIrs.  Wightman  is  a member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  appointed  in  1905,  by  Governor  Utter. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is 
very  active  in  the  work  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary. 

iNIr.  Wightman  at  the  age  of  twelve  became  a 
devout  Christian,  and  grew  to  manhood  a most 
upright  and  respected  citizen.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  in  a manner  not  unlike  that  of  the  sons  of 
the  general  farmer,  alternating  between  work  on 
the  farm  in  season,  and  attendance  at  the  neighbor- 
hood schools  in  the  winters.  He  became  a resident 
of  Woonsocket  in  August,  1868,  going  there  with- 
out friends  or  money,  and  was  first  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  the  grocery  establishment  of  Messrs.  Can- 
field  & Son,  and  later  in  1869  with  Standish  & 
Wightman,  who  were  engaged  in  the  same  line 
of  business.  Following  this,  in  July,  1869,  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm  of  Young  & Wightman, 
grocers,  and  after  some  dozen  years  he  bought  out 
the  firm  of  Young  & Wightman  and  conducted  it 
alone  for  two  years.  He  next  established  himself 
in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grain  business,  building 
and  operating  a steam  grist  mill  in  Woonsocket, 
continuing  in  this  line  until  1884,  in  which  year  he 
succeeded  to  the  undertaking  business  of  I.  B. 
Phillips,  and  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Gilbert  & 
Wightman  has  won  a good  standing  in  that  line. 

Through  his  native  ability,  industrious  habits 
and  the  careful  management  of  his  business  affairs, 
Air.  Wightman  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings, 
and  has  long  been  known  among  the  success- 
ful and  prosperous  men  of  the  community,  his 
ability  and  reputation  as  a trust-worthy  man,  giv- 
ing him  high  recognition  in  his  locality,  both  in 
town  and  church  affairs.  Soon  after  his  coming  to 
Woonsocket  he  became  interested  in  public  affairs, 
and  in  1872  was  elected  a member  of  the  town 
council  and  in  1875  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  council,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  1878, 
when  he  was  elected  a representative  in  the  State 
Legislature.  After  the  town  became  a city  he 
was  in  the  common  council  and  board  of  aldermen 
for  ten  years.  He  has  also  served  as  one  of  the 
school  trustees,  and  for  three  years  as  highway 
commissioner.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a 
director  in  the  Producers  National  Bank.  In  the 
Baptist  Church  he  has  been  most  active,  having 
been  deacon  for  about  thirty-five  years  and  treas- 
urer for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  ten  years,  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee  since  his  second  year  in  Woon- 
socket, and  in  1891  he  was  chairman  of  the  build- 
ing committee  in  the  building  of  the  present  Woon- 
socket Baptist  Church,  where  he  placed  in  the  front 
a beautiful  memorial  window  for  his  son,  Chester. 
In  1900  he  was  chosen  by  Airs.  Harriet  R.  Ballou 
to  build  for  her  the  Congregational  Church,  which 
she  gave  to  the  people.  In  1903  the  same  lady 
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honored  him  by  choosing  him  to  build  an  Old 
Ladies  Home,  which  she  dedicated  and  gave  to  the 
corporation,  and  now  known  as  the  Ballou  Home 
for  the  Aged  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island.  He 
has  been  executor  and  administrator  of  numerous 
estates  and  trust  funds  for  thirty  years. 

LODOWICK  H.  TILLINGHAST,  president 
and  founder  of  the  L.  H.  Tillinghast  Supply  Com- 
pany, dealers  in  plumbers’  supplies  at  Providence, 
the  leading  establishment  of  its  kind  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest, 
in  New  England,  is  a man,  who  has  attained  a po- 
sition among  the  substantial  business  men  of  the 
city  entirely  as  a result  of  his  own  individual  ef- 
forts. He  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  State,  and  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast, 
the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  Providence,  the  Ro- 
man numerals  indicating  the  generations  in  the 
following  record : 

(I)  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast. 

(H)  Pardon  Tillinghast  (2)  married  Alary 
Keech. 

(HI)  Philip  Tillinghast  (born  in  1710)  and 
his  wife  Alice  had  children,  of  East  Greenwich 
town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  as  follows: 
Alary,  born  Aug.  5,  1734;  Pardon,  Feb.  2,  1735-36; 
Thomas,  Aug.  21,  1742;  Benjamin,  Sept.  13,  1746; 
and  George,  Jan.  17,  1750-51. 

(IV)  George  Tillinghast,  born  Jan.  17, 
I750'5i)  married,  Alay  28,  1772,  Alary  Greene, 
who  was  born  Feb.  15,  1752,  in  Coventry.  R.  L, 
daughter  of  Job  Greene,  a direct  descendant  of 
John  Greene,  surgeon,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Providence  Plantations,  from  whom  his  lineage 
is  through  James,  James  (2),  and  Fones  Greene,  an 
account  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  Airs.  Tilling- 
hast was  a woman  of  many  accomplishments  and 
of  great  beauty.  She  lived  to  be  ninety-nine  years 
of  age,  dying  in  the  town  of  Tolland,  Conn.  Air. 
Tillinghast  was  a man  of  considerable  importance 
in  his  community  and  town,  having  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  Revolution,  Judge  of  the  county  court, 
etc.  He  possessed  quite  an  estate  for  that  period. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  town  of  East  Greenwich, 
R.  1.  His  children,  probably  all  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  L,  were : William,  born  Aug.  6, 
1773;  Nicholas,  April  6,  1776;  Alice,  Aug.  2,  1778; 
Job,  Aug.  6,  1780;  George  W.,  July  3,  1783  ; Philip, 
Alarch  24,  1788;  and  Henry  Greene,  Eeb.  26,  1796. 

(V)  William  Tillinghast,  born  Aug.  6,  1773, 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  removed  to  Tol- 
land, Conn.,  and  there  died.  He  married,  Alarch 
12,  1797,  Eleanor  Baker,  and  their  children  were: 
Joseph  Baker,  born  Sept.  17,  1799;  Oliver  Crom- 
well, Alarch  21,  1801;  George,  Jan.  18,  1803;  Wil- 
liam, June  29,  1805;  Nicholas,  Alarch  30,  1807; 
Sarah  Ann,  Alay  5,  1809;  Emeline,  Alay  17,  1814; 
and  Eleanor,  July  4,  1818. 

(A'l)  Nicholas  Tillinghast,  father  of  Lodowick 
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H..  was  born  March  30,  1807.  hi  lolland,  Conn., 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  there.  In  his  young 
manhood  he’ went  to  New  York  City,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  painter  and  paper  hanger,  which  oc- 
cupation he  followed  through  life  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a period  when  he  served  as  police  captain 
in  that  city.  In  the  latter  sixties  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence, which  place  was  his  home  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  there  he  died  Aug.  18,  1891.  In 
1828  he  married  (first)  Abby,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Sally  Eldred,  of  Wickford,  R.  I.  She  died  March 
27,  1837,  and  on  July  23,  1843,  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Hope  Bailey,’  born  Jan.  4,  1817,  in  Kingston, 
Ulster  Co.,  X.  Y. : she  died  at  Matteawan,  N.  Y. 
Three  sons  were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  James  Boone,  born  April  18,  1830,  is 

a retired  farmer  residing  at  Freeport,  Iowa.  He 
married  in  Decorah,  Iowa,  a lady  from  that  State, 
and  they  had  two  children,  Jennie  (who  died  in 
young  womanhood)  and  Clark  G.  (2)  Clark  Peck- 
ham.  born  June  9,  1832,  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
C.  P.  Tillinghast  & Son,  manufacturing  jewelers 
at  Providence.  He  married  Sarah  Hargraves, 
born  Sept.  3,  1833,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren: Abbie,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ella  M.,  born 
June  I,  1857;  Charles  G.,  born  Dec.  22,  1865,  who 
married  Maud  Shipley,  and  resides  in  New  York 
(they  have  one  son,  Frederick  Clark,  born  Se])t. 
8.  1892)  ; and  Edward  H..  born  March  16,  1871. 
(3)  Lodowick  Hoxsie  was  born  May  16,  1834. 

(\TI)  Lodowick  H.  Tillinghast,  youngest  son 
of  Nicholas,  was  born  at  Wickford,  R.  L,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  also 
attended  the  Y'ickford  Academy.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  work  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  came  to 
Providence,  soon  after  beginning  to  learn  the  trade 
of  jeweler  with  Richardson  & Hicks,  with  whom 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  and 
eight  months.  For  several  years  thereafter,  until 
1858.  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Providence, 
but  the  stories  of  the  golden  opportunities  of  the 
Far  Y'est  lured  him  to  California,  where  he  spent 
eight  years,  engaged  at  various  occupations,  there 
being  no  work  at  his  trade  to  be  had  in  that  new 
country.  Returning  to  Providence,  he  became 
agent  for  John  N.  A.  Griswold,  manufacturer  of 
lead  pipe  at  Newport. 

On  June  10.  1874,  with  a very  small  capital, 
Mr.  Tillinghast  cstal)lished  his  present  business  on 
South  W'ater  street,  and  from  the  very  beginning 
he  has  had  a steady  and  rapid  growth  of  the  trade, 
due  to  his  enterj)rise,  .sagacity  and  skillful  manage- 
ment. The  business  was  incorporated  a few  years 
ago  under  tbe  present  name. 

On  March  19,  1868,  l\Ir.  Tillinghast  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  .A..  Peck,  who  was  born  Se])!.  20,  1837, 
daughter  of  Libbeus  and  Emeline  (Flint)  Peck, 
of  Providence.  R.  I.,  and  a descendant  of  Joseph 
Peck  (2).  a native  of  England  who  came  to  New 
England  at  about  fifteen  years  of  age  in  1638,  with 
bis  father,  who  settled  at  llingham.  IMass.,  but  re- 


moved to  Seekonk,  Mass.,  in  1645  1 from  him  the 
descent  is  through  Jathniel,  Ebenezer,  Jathniel 
(2),  Benoni  and  Libbeus  Peck.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Tillinghast:  Maybelle, 
born  May  10,  1870,  married  June  16,  1897,  Rev. 
Langley  B.  Sears,  a Baptist  clergyman,  and  has  one 
son,  Harold  Tillinghast,  born  June  6,  1899;  George 
L.,  born  Oct.  31,  1871,  now  treasurer  of  the  L.  H. 
Tillinghast  Supply  Company,  married  Feb.  2,  1897, 
Mabel  E.  Gardiner,  and  has  two  sons,  Gardiner 
L.  (born  Feb.  22,  1899),  and  Royal  G.  (born  July 
8,  1902). 

In  politics  Lodowick  H.  Tillinghast  is  a Re- 
publican, but  he  has  never  had  any  desire  for  pub- 
lic office.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  affiliated  with 
Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Providence 
Chapter ; Providence  Council ; Calvary  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Palestine  Temple,  Mys- 
tic Shrine.  He  is  a member  of  the  Pomham  Club 
and  the  Board  of  Trade.  Mrs.  Tillinghast  and 
her  son  are  active  members  of  the  Central  Bap- 
tist Church,  which  Mr.  Tillinghast  also  attends. 

FRED  DEAN  HOXSIE,  superintendent  of 
the  American  Fish  Culture  Company,  at  Carolina, 
R.  I.,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  his  line  in 
the  United  States.  The  business  of  which  he  is 
the  practical  head  was  established  by  his  father, 
Charles  A.  Hoxsie,  in  1878.  Fred  D.  Hoxsie  is  a 
representative  of  the  eighth  generation  from  Lodo- 
wick Hawksie,  who  was  the  progenitor  of  this 
family  in  America,  and  whose  numerous  descend- 
ants have  adopted  various  forms  of  spelling  the 
name,  such  as  Hoxsie,  Hoxie,  Hoxsey,  Hoxey,  etc. 
Fred  D.  Hoxsie  traces  his  line  of  descent  from 
Lodowick  through  John.  Stephen,  Barnabas,  Ste- 
phen, Thomas  W.  and  Charles  A,  Hoxsie. 

(I)  Lodowick  Hawksie  came  to  America  from 
Scotland  soon  after  1650.  He  is  first  heard  of  as 
serving  out  his  time  with  one  John  Dexter,  to  whom 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  hatter’s  trade  in  the 
town  of  Sandwich,  IMass.  When  his  time  was  out 
he  began  business  for  himself  as  a hatter  in  Spring 
Hill,  Mass.  He  was  one  of  the  well-known  resi- 
dents of  Sandwich  in  his  time,  and  is  of  record  in 
that  town  as  serving  in  numerous  capacities  as  a 
public-spirited  and  patriotic  citizen.  He  helped  to 
distribute  powder  to  the  militia,  being  a musketeer 
who  went  to  Yarmouth  to  the  general  muster  in 
July,  1660.  He  was  admitted  a townsman  by  vote 
of  the  town  Feb.  3,  1675.  and  took  the  oath  of  fidel- 
ity July  I,  1678.  In  i^i,  he  with  two  others  was 
appointed  to  lay  out  custom  lands.  He  married  in 
October,-  1664,  Alary,  the  daughter  of  John  Pres- 
bury,  and  they  settled  on  the  south  side  of  Spring 
Hill.  They  had  a large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  the  fourth  son  and  fifth  child  was 

(II)  John  Hoxsie,  born  in  Alarcb,  1677.  He 
died  in  1767.  He  settled  in  wbat  was  then  Wes- 
terly, R.  1.  He  married  (first)  Alary,  the  daughter 
of  Josej)!!  and  Experience  (Harper)  Hull,  and 
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(second)  Ann  Richmond,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Richmond.  The  children  by  the  first 
wife  were:  John,  born  April  ii,  1704;  Joseph, 
Feb.  25,  1708;  Solomon,  Dec.  ii,  1711;  Stephen, 
Nov.  28,  1713;  Benjamin,  April  14,  1716.  The 
only  child  by  the  second  wife,  who  died  in  1745, 
was  Edward,  born  April  20,  1736. 

(III)  Stephen  Hoxsie,  born  Nov.  28,  1713, 
son  of  John,  married,  Feb.  27,  1734-35,  Elizabeth 
Kenyon,  daughter  of  John.  She  was  born  April 
5,  1720,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1778.  Stephen  Hoxsie 
died  Oct.  24,  1793.  He  lived  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Charlestown.  He  had  a large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest  son  was 

(IV)  Barnabas  Hoxsie,  born  Sept,  i,  1735. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Wilbur,  who  was  born  Dec. 
10,  1747,  and  their  children  were:  Edith,  born 
July  31,  1764;  Stephen,  Jan.  8,  1768;  Enoch,  July 
27,  1769;  Elizabeth,  April  i,  1772;  Esther,  May 
21,  1774  (died  April  10,  1778)  ; Joshua,  April  8, 
1776;  Esther  (2),  Jan.  7,  1782;  Lydia,  June  22, 
1788.  The  father,  Barnabas  Hoxsie,  died  April  ii, 

1799. 

(VI  Stephen  Hoxsie,  son  of  Barnabas,  born 
Jan.  8,  1768,  resided  in  Hopkinton  and  Richmond. 
He  died  Oct.  28,  1823.  He  married  Anna  Kenyon, 
and  their  children  were : Elizabeth ; Thomas  W., 
who  married  (first)  Lydia  Taylor,  and  (second) 
Tabitha  Tucker;  William  B.,  who  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  Wilbur,  and  (second)  Susan  Barber; 
Stephen,  who  married  (first)  Amanda  Tinkham, 
and  (second)  Betsey  Cook;  Ann,  George,  Martha 
and  Edith,  who  never  married;  Edward,  who  mar- 
ried Ann  Wilcox  (they  were  the  parents  of  George 
E.  Hoxsie,  of  Canonchet,  R.  I.)  ; Solomon  K.,  who 
married  Eunice  G.  Pierce;  and  John  W.,  who  died 
young. 

(VT)  Thomas  W.  Hoxsie,  grandfather  of  Fred 
D.  Hoxsie,  and  son  of  Stephen  Hoxsie,  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1793.  He  passed  most  of  his  life  in  the 
town  of  Richmond.  He  was  by  occupation  a black- 
smith, and  was  known  as  a man  of  great  industry, 
strict  integrity  and  honor,  fully  exemplifying  in 
his  daily  life  the  high  moral  qualities  and  simplic- 
ity of  character  of  the  Quaker  faith  he  professed. 
He  died  Nov.  7,  1878.  He  was  twice  married 
(first)  on  Feb.  i,  1818,  to  Lydia  Taylor,  who  was 
born  in  August,  1799,  and  died  IMarch  15,  1820. 
There  was  only  one  child  by  his  first  wife,  Thomas 
T.,  born  March  4,  1819,  who  died  March  19,  1820. 
On  Nov.  14,  1822,  Thomas  W.  Hoxsie  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Tabitha  Tucker,  born  April 
9,  1802,  who  died  March  25,  1887.  The  children 
by  this  union  were  as  follows : Lydia  T.,  born 
June  10,  1824,  died  Jan.  29,  1897;  she  married 
Asahel  Kenyon.  IMary  N.,  born  i\Iay  19,  1826, 
married  Charles  Collins.  John  V'.,  born  Feb.  16, 
1828,  died  May  16,  1903;  he  married  Joanna  Bar- 
ber, and  (second)  Ruth  Reed.  Jonathan  T.,  born 
May  24,  1829,  died  June  6,  1854.  Stephen,  born 
June  6,  1831,  died  Oct.  16,  1833.  iMartha  Ann, 
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born  Sept.  6,  1833,  married  John  Boss,  and  died 
Dec.  29,  1897.  Thomas  C.,  born  June  8,  1836,  re- 
sides in  Boone,  Iowa.  Charles  A.,  born  May  -20, 
1838,  died  Oct.  9,  1904.  A daughter,  born  May 
4,  1840,  died  May  18,  1840.  A son,  born  iMarch 
30,  1841,  died  April  19,  1841.  Welcome  S.,  born 
May  20,  1842,  died  Feb.  22,  1843.  ^ daughter, 

born  Dec.  9,  1843,  ciied  the  same  day.  George  T., 
born  Jan.  18,  1845,  died  in  1904.  A son,  born  Aug. 
28,  1847,  died  Sept.  22,  1847. 

(VTI)  Charles  A.  Hoxsie,  son  of  Thomas  W., 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Richmond,  near 
the  village  of  Carolina,  May  20,  1838.  Fie  spent 
his  boyhood  days  on  the  old  home  farm  and  at- 
tended the  joint  district  school  of  Richmond  and 
Charlestown.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
with  his  father,  and  for  a time  followed  the  busi- 
ness with  his  brother  Thomas,  in  Janesville,  Wis. 
Upon  returning  from  Wisconsin  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  later  was  fireman  on  steamboats  of 
the  Stonington  Line.  He  also  ran  a stationary  en- 
gine in  Stonington,  engaged  in  railroading  on  the 
Shore  Line  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  as  fireman,  later  was  en- 
gineer on  the  New  York  & Erie,  and  also  on  the 
Illinois  Central,  going  thence  to  the  New  York 
Central ; during  his  employment  on  that  road  he  re- 
sided in  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  returned  to  the  Shore 
Line  to  experiment  on  a patent  spark  arrester. 

About  1878  Mr.  Hoxsie  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  fish  culture  on  the  old  homestead.  At  this 
time  there  were  but  two  or  three  plants  in  the 
country  where  artificial  propagation  of  fish  was 
carried  on,  and  the  business  was  far  from  being  a 
success  with  any  of  them.  Mr.  Hoxsie  not  only 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  secure  lit- 
erature bearing  upon  the  subject,  but  made  a most 
careful  study  of  the  same  from  the  very  beginning, 
which  was  in  an  extremely  modest  way.  In  this 
work  his  natural  mechanical  skill  and  inventive 
genius  asserted  themselves.  Plans  and  methods 
heretofore  used  in  this  business  seemed  to  him  sus- 
ceptible of  improvement.  Experiments  were  made, 
results  noted,  other  experiments  made,  and  their 
results  noted  and  then  compared.  A year  was  re- 
quired before  it  was  possible  to  judge  accurately 
of  the  improvement  or  inferiority  of  results,  and 
thus  progress  was  slow,  but  Mr.  Hoxsie  was  per- 
sistent and  determined.  A man  of  different  make- 
up would  have  yielded  to  discouragement,  for  the 
obstacles  were  numerous  and  results  often  disas- 
trous. With  each  succeeding  year,  however,  came 
good  practical  experience,  included  in  which  was 
the  discovery  of  a remedy  for  the  difficulty  of  rais- 
ing small  fish.  At  that  time  the  average  number  of 
fish  raised  was  only  about  five  per  cent  of  those 
hatched.  These  results  were  unprofitable  and  he 
set  about  to  improve  upon  them.  The  United 
States  Government  had  its  experts  trying  for  some 
time  to  eliminate  this  dark  point  in  fish  culture, 
and  men  had  been  sent  to  study  European  meth- 
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ods  on  this  point,  without  being  able  to  detect  the 
trouble,  \\  itbin  the  scope  of  his  own  experience 
and  observation  i\lr.  Hoxsie  had  thus  contributed 
to  the  business  knowledge  that  scientific  men  in 
both  the  United  States  and  Europe  had  up  to  this 
time  been  unable  to  secure,  and  which  meant  much 
toward  the  successful  propagation  of  fish  by  arti- 
ficial methods,  as  where  formerly  but  5 per  cent, 
of  the  young  fish  could  be  raised  less  than 
that  per  "cent,  are  now  lost.  Many  other  improve- 
ments in  the  business  originated  wdth  iMr.  Hoxsie. 
No  man  could  labor  more  assiduously  for  the  suc- 
cess of  a project — his  heart  and  soul  were  in  the 
work.  In  1892  the  business  was  incorporated  under 
tbe  law  of  Maine  as  the  American  Fish  Culture 
Company,  Air.  Hoxsie  becoming  the  first  superin- 
tendent. ’He  continued  to  serve  as  such  until  1902, 
when  the  business  was  re-organized  and  enlarged, 
and  he  became  secretary,  in  which  position  he 
served  until  his  death,  Oct.  9,  1904. 

Charles  A.  Hoxsie  enjoyed  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  knew  him.  To  him  principle  was 
everything.  Extremely  conscientious  and  straight- 
forward, his  integrity  was  never  questioned. 
Though  he  did  not  leave  a large  estate,  he  left  a 
good  name;  and  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
had  what,  to  a parent,  must  be  a great  pleasure 
than  riches,  that  of  seeing  his  family  become  one 
of  great  credit  to  him.  He  was  a member  of  tbe 
Alasonic  fraternity,  and  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers,  in  which  he  took  a great  in- 
terest and  in  which  he  was  a most  active  mem- 
ber. 

Air.  Hoxsie  married  April  20,  1861,  in  Gro- 
ton, Conn.,  Aliss  Alary  A.  Davis,  who  was  born 
A lay  23,  1842,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Alary  (Kenyon)  Davis.  William  H. 
Davis  was  an  engineer,  a man  of  much  natural  me- 
chanical skill,  and  an  inventor.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
Airs.  Hoxsie  was  the  eldest  child.  After  his  mar- 
riage Air.  Hoxsie  went  to  housekeeping  in  Gro- 
ton, Conn.,  whence  he  removed  to  Jersey  City,  la- 
ter to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  then  to  Woodville,  R.  I.,  and 
to  Carolina,  R.  I.,  finally  locating  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  born,  and  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  and  where  his  highly  esteemed 
widow  now  resides.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
Willie,  born  June  3,  1863,  at  Jersey  City,  died  June 
22,  1891.  Ida,  born  June  4,  1866,  at  Albany,  N. 
Y..  was  married  June  29,  1890,  to  Y’illiam  P. 
Nichols,  who  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Alohe- 
gan  Alill,  and  resides  at  Nasonville,  R.  I.;  they 
have  two  children,  Fredric  Herbert,  born  June  i, 
1899,  and  Bertrice  Dorothy,  born  Oct.  24,  1905. 
Fred  D.,  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  1871,  is 
our  subject.  Annette  AI.,  born  Nov.  14,  1873,  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  married  July  25,  1903,  Henry  Al. 
Drury,  and  has  one  child,  Alelba  Hoxsie.  They 
reside  at  Arlington,  Rhode  Island. 

(\TII)  Fred  Dean  Hoxsie  was  born  in  Al- 


bany, N.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  1871.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  school  of  the  joint  district 
of  Richmond- and  Charlestown.  Having  been  only 
a child  when  his  father  founded  the  fish  culture 
business  he  has  from  boyhood  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  and  building  up  of 
what  is  now  the  plant  of  tlie  American  Fish  Cul- 
ture Company.  Naturally  energetic  and  indus- 
trious, he  took  a greater  interest  than  the  ordinary 
youngster  in  the  work  of  his  father,  and  when  but 
a boy  displayed  a familiarity  and  aptness  that  ren- 
dered his  services  valuable.  Inheriting  much  of 
his  father's  natural  genius  and  persistency,  his  in- 
terest in  the  development  and  advancement  of  the 
business  w’as  to  no  small  extent  made  regardless  of 
his  pecuniary  gain.  The  credit  due  Air.  Hoxsie 
for  the  building  up  of  the  business  is  second  only 
to  that  due  his  father.  When  the  business  was  in- 
corporated in  1892,  as  the  American  Fish  Culture 
Company,  he  became  its  first  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. In  1902,  when  the  business  was  re-organized, 
it  also  absorbed  the  property  of  the  “Clearwater 
Trout  Farm,”  and  Air.  Hoxsie  succeeded  his  fa- 
ther as  superintendent,  in  which  position  he  has 
since  been  retained.  Upon  the  death  of  his  par- 
ent, in  October,  1904,  he  also  became  secretary,  and 
served  as  such  until  his  successor  was  chosen  in 
1905.  In  April,  1905,  the  company  added  the  poultry 
business  as  a branch.  They  now'  require  the  serv- 
ices of  eight  men  the  year  round.  Air.  Hoxsie  has 
made  a scientific  study  of  his  business,  given  the 
enterprise  close  study  and  investigation,  has  in- 
troduced many  new  features  originating  with  him- 
self, and  stands  to-day  as  one  of  the  most  prac- 
tical and  able  men  in  the  country  in  the  fish  cul- 
ture business.  As  a citizen  he  represents  the  high- 
est type,  being  enterprising  and  public-spirited.  In 
political  matters  he  is  independent,  selecting  the 
man  best  fitted  for  the  position,  no  matter  of  what 
political  party,  not  seeking  public  office,  but  giving 
his  time  and  attention  to  his  business.  Straight- 
forward and  honorable,  he  enjoys  an  enviable  and 
well-deserved  position.  He  is  self-made  in  the  full- 
est sense,  his  position  being  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts. 

Air.  Hoxsie  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Carolina  Cornet  Band,  and  until  recently  one  of  its 
leading  members.  He  was  married  in  Richmond, 
R.  I.,  Nov.  26,  1896,  to  Aliss  Florence  Gertrude 
Goodhue,  wdio  was  born  Oct.  28,  1878,  in  Niantic, 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  George  P.  and  Harriett  AI. 
(Brown)  Goodhue.  They  have  one  child,  Hilda 
Florence,  born  Dec.  15.  1902.  Airs.  Hoxsie  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  at  Caro- 
lina. 

FREDERICK  PALAIER  FENTON,  proprie- 
tor of  the  Alason  Alanufacturing  Company,  Woon- 
socket, R.  L,  is  one  of  the  city's  leading  business 
men  and  enterprising  citizens.  He  w'as  born  at 
North  Hudson,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  29,  1857, 
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son  of  Rossman  and  Elvira  (Snell)  Fenton,  and  is 
a worthy  descendant  of  one  of  the  families  estab- 
lished at  a very  early  date  in  New  England. 

(I)  The  first  Fenton  recognized  by  annals  of 
any  kind  in  America,  was  Robert  Fenton,  who  was 
at  Woburn,  Mass.,  in  1688.  He  was  supposed  to 
have  been  a native  of  Wales.  After  some  years  at 
W'oburn,  about  1693-4  6e  moved  to  Connecticut 
and  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Mansfield, 
Windham  county,  where  he  took  a prominent  pan 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town.  He  owned  land 
and  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  it  is 
known  that  he  constructed  bridges  and  did  other 
public  work  for  the  town.  His  last  years  were 
spent  in  the  town  of  Willington,  where  he  made 
his  home  with  a son,  and  where  he  died  at  a ripe 
old  age.  His  wife’s  name  was  Dorothy,  and  they 
had  these  children : Robert,  born  at  Woburn, 
Mass.,  Oct.  16,  1688;  Francis,  born  July  22,  1690; 
Samuel;  Bridget,  born  Aug.  14,  1695;  Jacob,  born 
April  5,  1698;  Dorothy,  born  Sept.  4,  1700,  married 
Samuel  Staffer;  Anne,  born  July  7,  1703,  married 
John  Rigbe;  Violetta,  born  Aug.  20,  1706,  married 
John  Harris;  Ebenezer,  born  Aug.  29,  1710;  and 
Abigail,  twin  to  Ebenezer,  married  Abraham 
Snow,  of  Lebanon. 

(H)  Ebenezer  Fenton,  youngest  son  of  Robert, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  iMansfield,  Aug.  29,  1710, 
where  he  made  his  home.  On  Feb.  ii,  1740,  he 
married  (first)  iMehitable  Tuttle,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Tuttle.  He  married  (second)  Aug.  26, 
1762,  Lydia  Conant,  daughter  of  Malachi  Conant. 
His  children  were:  Jonathan,  born  May  17,  1741; 
Ebenezer  (2),  April  15,  1743;  Sarah,  Feb.  16, 
1744-5;  Nathan,  Feb.  9,  1746-7;  Solomon,  June 
23,  1749;  Lydia,  iMay  26,  1753  (married  Jacob 
Barrows)  ; and  Elijah,  born  Aug.  8,  1752.  The 
above  were  the  children  of  the  first  marriage. 
Those  of  the  second  were  : Nathaniel,  born  March 
26,  1764;  Jacob,  Nov.  5,  1765;  Mebitable,  Jan.  18, 
1767;  Abigail,  Feb.  2,  1769;  Robert,  iMay  24,  1771 
(died  June  19,  1776)  ; Justin  (or  Justus),  Sept.  14, 
1773  (died  in  Ohio)  ; Malachi,  born  April  9, 
1776,  died  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y. ; and  Robert 
(2),  born  Oct.  ii,  1780,  lived  in  Green,  Chenango 
county.  New  York. 

(HI)  Ebenezer  Fenton  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer 
and  Mebitable  (Tuttle)  Fenton,  was  born  at  Mans- 
field, Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  April  15.  1743.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  a member 
of  the  First  regiment.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
mechanical  genius  and  is  said  to  have  made  many 
surgical  instruments  of  a superior  kind,  and  long 
before  the  great  scientific  discoveries  of  the  present 
day  he  had  constructed  an  electrical  machine,  had 
made  a telescope,  a spy  glass  and  a microscope.  He 
was  a remarkable  man  for  his  day.  and  worthy  that 
his  name  be  inscribed  but  little  lower  than  that  of 
Morse  or  Edison. 

Ebenezer  Fenton'  was  married  (first)  Dec.  25, 
1766,  to  Sarah  Dunham,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
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Dunham.  After  her  death  he  married  (second) 
Rebecca  Johnson,  and  his  family  of  children  were : 
Eunice,  born  July  29,  1767  ; Bethiah,  born  Nov.  5, 
1768,  died  Aug.  2,  1769;  Alice,  born  Oct.  20,  1770, 
married  Jonathan  Storrs ; Azel,  born  March  21, 
1772 ; Oliver  died  in  the  State  of  New  York ; Elish.a 
moved  to  Lewds  county,  N.  Y. ; Orrin,  married  and 
moved  to  Turin,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Horace 
lived  in  New  York. 

(IV)  Azel  Fenton,  son  of  Ebenezer  Fenton 
(2),  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  at  Mansfield, 
and  this  he  followed  all  through  his  active  life. 
During  his  earlier  life  he  resided  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Mansfield  but  later  moved  to  IMansfield  Center, 
where  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  and 
died  there.  He  was  a man  who  was  highly  re- 
spected both  in  business  and  private  life.  His 
death  occurred  April  2,  1847,  when  he  was  aged 
seventy-five  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Bar- 
rows,  Sept.  17,  1798,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Barrows. 
She  died  Jan.  24,  1859,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  The  children  were:  Rossman,  born -Dec. 
22,  1799;  Chauncey,  Aug.  20,  1801;  Elizabeth, 
June  10,  1803  (married  Hezekiah  Crane  and  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  New  York)  ; Olive,  March 
10,  1805  (married  Nehemiah  Wheeler,  and  resided 
in  Essex  County,  N.  Y.)  ; Caroline,  Oct.  15,  1806 
(died  in  1852)  ; Horace,  iMay  15,  1808;  Ebenezer, 
Oct.  I,  1811  (married  Samantha  Johnson)  ; Isaac 
Palmer,  May  15,  1815  ; and  John,  Jan.  16,  1817. 

(V)  Rossman  Fenton,  son  of  Azel  Fenton,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Mansfield,  Dec.  22,  1799. 
There  he  obtained  his  education  and  grew  to  man- 
hood, afterward  moving  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  locating  at  North  Hudson,  in  Essex  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  that  section, 
and  there  he  developed  a farm  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness. His  first  home  was  a primitive  log  cabin, 
but  as  the  years  passed  he  accumulated  an  ample 
fortune  from  his  fields  and  flocks,  and  his  last  years 
were  those  of  peace  and  plenty.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  June,  1870.  In  his  political  opinions  he 
was  a Republican. 

Rossman  Fenton  was  married  (first)  in  1825, 
to  Susan  Sturtevant,  who  died  Feb.  14,  1833,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Francis,  born  IMay  13,  1832,  who  died 
in  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1901.  In  1834  Mr.  Fen- 
ton married  (second)  Elvira  Snell,  who  was  born 
in  AYrmont:  she  died  at  Bellingham,  IMass.,  in  June, 
1890,  and  was  buried  in  Rakeville  cemetery.  Her 
children  were:  Susan  C.,  born  Dec.  25.  1835; 
Laura,  born  Feb.  2.  1838.  married  George  Hewitt: 
Mary  E.,  born  May  4,  1840,  died  Sept.  17.  1842 ; 
Mary  B.,  born  Aug.  30,  1842,  married  (first)  Still- 
man R.  Cook,  and  ( second)  Thomas  A.  Buell, 
and  is  a resident  of  AA'oonsocket,  R.  I. : Fannie  E., 
born  Alay  6,  1849;  Caroline,  born  June  4,  1852: 
and  Frederick  Palmer,  born  Sept.  29.  1857. 

(VI)  Frederick  Palmer  Fenton  enjoyed  only  the 
advantages  offered  bv  the  district  schools  of  his  lo- 
calitv,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  lost  his 
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father.  From  tlie  age  of  seventeen,  he  was  prac- 
tically thrown  entirely  upon  his  own  resources. 
The  only  work  he  understood  was  farm  labor,  and 
he  found  employment  at  Crown  Point,  in  Essex 
county,  but  soon  became  an  operative  in  the  old 
Crown  Point  grist  mill,  where  he  spent  two  years 
at  a salary  of  $15  per  month.  His  next  three  years 
were  employed  at  farming,  when  he  accepted  a 
position  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany Railroad  at  Crown  Point,  as  baggage  master, 
where  he  spent  one  year. 

In  1881  iMr.  Fenton  removed  to  Woonsocket 
and  was  employed  in  the  grist  mill  of  A.  Mowry  & 
Son,  and'  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  was  employed 
in  the  Globe  Cotton  mill  and  worked  in  the  weav- 
ing room  for  eighteen  months.  Mr.  Fenton  then 
became  freight  clerk  with  the  New  \ ork  & New 
England  Railroad  Company  at  Woonsocket,  and 
remained  five  years  with  that  corporation.  He  then 
started  in  a wood  business  for  himself,  at  \Voon- 
socket,  but  later  became  a partner  with  Frank  E. 
Holden,  and  they  conducted  a wood  and  coal  busi- 
ness until  1890,  when  ]\lr.  Eenton  sold  his  interest. 
Soon  after  he  embarked  in  a wholesale  and  retail 
ice  cream  business,  carrying  it  on  successfully  for 
a period  of  five  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  a Mr. 
Chase  and  bought  out  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas 
A.  Buell,  a successful  soap  manufacturer,  the  busi- 
.ness  being  known  as  the  Mason  Manufacturing 
Company. 

There  is  no  house  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  soap  in  New  England  more  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  than  that  of  the  Mason  Manufacturing- 
Company,  whose  works  are  located  at  No.  118 
Bernon  street,  Woonsocket.  They  are  manufac- 
turers of  mill  and  laundry  soaps,  prime  tallow, 
grease,  fertilizer  and  poultry  foods.  The  plant, 
covering  20,000  square  feet  of  floor  space,  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  the  extensive  output,  the 
provision  of  machinery  and  appliances  being  as 
complete  and  perfect  as  it  can  be  made.  The  work 
is  carried  on  in  that  intelligent  and  systematic 
manner  which  insures  the  best  results  in  every 
stage  of  manufacture  through  which  the  materials 
pass.  This  business,  whose  trade  now  covers  the 
whole  of  New  England,  was  established  in  1837, 
bv  Ste])hen  N.  IMason,  and  in  1875  acquired 
by  T.  A.  Buell.  i\lr.  Fenton’s  ownership  followed 
in  1895,  and  since  then  the  business  has  continued 
to  expand  under  his  excellent  management  and 
progressive  methods. 

In  politics  IMr.  h'enton  is  a zealous  Republican. 
He  was  a member  of  the  city  council  in  1891  and 
1892,  and  was  a memher  of  the  joint  standing- 
committee  on  Highways  and  was  a member  of  the 
majority  committee  which  decided  the  location  of 
the  Court  street  bridge.  Tn  1901-2  he  was  elected 
a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  during  his 
term  of  service,  was  a member  of  tbe  committees 
on  Special  Legislation,  on  Insurance  and  on 
Militia. 


i\lr.  Fenton  was  married  to  Helen  Dougherty, 
daughter  of  A.  i\l.  and  Sarah  P.  (Fenton)  Dough- 
erty. i\Ir.  Dougherty  was  quartermaster  of  the  8th 
Conn.  Volunteers.  iMrs.  Dougherty  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Palmer  and  Sarah  (Campbell)  Fenton, 
and  a granddaughter  of  Azel  Fenton.  Frederick 
Palmer  Fenton  and  wife  have  one  son,  Chauncy 
Rossman.  jMrs.  Fenton  attends  the  Universalist 
Church.  She  is  a member  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  at 
Woonsocket,  and  is  past  regent  of  the  Chapter. 
Mr.  Fenton,  from  1883  to  1900,  was  a member  of 
Eureka  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was  re- 
cording secretary  for  seven  consecutive  years ; he 
is  a member  of  the  order  of  Elks  and  of  the  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association. 

CHAP'i\L-\N.  The  Chapman  family  has  been 
resident  in  New  England  since  the  early  days  of 
the  Colonies.  The  progenitor  of  the  Westerly 
branch  of  the  family  was  (I)  John  Chapman,  son 
of  John  and  Joanna  (Sumner)  Chapman,  who  lived 
about  fifty  miles  from  London,  England.  Tradi- 
tion says  he  was  forced  into  the  British  Navy  by  a 
press  gang,  and  after  a while  the  ship  visited  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  where  he  availed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  resume  the  liberty  of  which  he  had  been 
deprived.  Fie  fled  and  found  refuge  in  the  abode 
of  Samuel  Allen,  in  what  is  now  Wakefield,  R.  1. 
He  was  a weaver  by  occupation,  several  years  serv- 
ice having  made  him  quite  proficient.  On  finding 
himself  free,  he  located  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  now 
North  Stonington,  and  there  he  plied  his  trade  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1760.  On 
Feb.  16,  1710,  he  married  Sarah  Brown,  and  their 
children  were:  Sarah,  born  Nov.  25,  1710,  mar- 
ried Ichabod  Brown;  Jonah,  born  Sept.  2,  1712; 
John,  Sept.  9,  1714,  married  JMary  Boardman ; 
William,  Dec.  19,  1716,  married  Abigail  Plumb; 
Andrew,  March  3,  1719,  married  Hannah  Smith; 

Thomas,  in  1721,  married  Mary  ; Sumner, 

born  in  1723 ; and  Eunice. 

(H)  Sumner  Chapman,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1723,  was  married,  Feb.  23,  1756,  by  William  Hern, 
J.  P.,  to  Elizabeth  Herrick,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of : John,  born  Jan.  3,  1758;  Timothy,  born 
May  28,  1760,  married  Nancy  Pendleton;  Sumner, 
born  April  23,  1765,  married  Miss  Greenman ; Jo- 
seph, born  July  29,  1767,  married  (first)  Elizabeth 
Kenyon,  and  (second)  Eunice  Clark  ; Israel,  born 
June  27,  1770,  married  (first)  Mary  Kenyon,  and 
(second)  Nancy  Kenyon;  Case,  born  Dec.  28, 
1772,  married  Mary  Pendleton;  and  Betsey,  born 
Sept.  17,  1778.  married  John  Taylor. 

(HI)  Israel  Chapman,  son  of  Sumner,  was  born 
at  Burden's  Pond,  now  known  as  Chapman's  Pond, 
in  Westerly,  June  27,  1770.  After  attaining  his 
nuijority  he  sought  and  found  employment  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  remaining  four  years.  Eor  several 
seasons  he  leased  farms  in  Connecticut,  and  at 
Watch  Hill,  R.  I.,  and  in  1812  he  purchased  prop- 
erty, which  was  later  the  residence  of  his  son.  Sum- 
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ner.  In  1840  he  removed  to  the  farm  afterwaial 
owned  by  his  son,  Harris  i’.  He  was  a man  of 
affairs,  diligent  in  business,  and  he  became  the 
largest  land  owner  in  Westerly.  Public-spirited 
and  progressive,  he  became  inlluential  as  a citizen, 
and  he  was  thoroughly  posted  in  all  the  atfairs  of 
the  day.  His  good  judgment,  sound  and  unerring, 
rendered  his  opinion  invaluable  as  an  arbitrator  and 
referee  in  disputed  land  questions,  as  well  as  many 
controversies  involving  a knowledge  of  the  law. 
As  an  official  his  duties  were  faithfully  performed, 
and  as  town  sergeant,  tax  collector  for  twenty  years, 
deputy  sheriff,  sheriff,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  he  left  an  enviable  record.  Israel 
Chapman  married  (first)  Oct.  20,  1796,  Mary  Ken- 
yon, who  was  born  Feb.  5,  1781,  and  who  died  Nov. 
4,  1810.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  union : 
Joshua,  born  Jan.  8,  1798,  married  Flavilla  Sedg- 
wick, and  had  two  children,  Alfred  and  Cornelia; 
John,  born  Sept.  30,  1801  ; Amos,  born  Feb.  8, 
1804;  Sumner,  born  April  28,  1806;  Martha,  born 
INlay  25,  1808;  and  iMary,  born  Oct.  14,  1810.  On 
March  17,  1811,  i\lr.  Chapman  married  (second) 
Nancy  Kenyon,  who  was  born  Feb.  25,  1787,  and 
their  six  children  were;  George  Nelson,  born 
April  26,  1812;  Israel,  Feb.  12,  1814;  Israel  (2), 
Feb.  10,  1816;  Harris  P.,  Aug.  16,  1817;  Otis, 
Dec.  5,  1820;  and  Ann  Elizabeth,  March  17,  1824. 

(IV)  Sumner  Chapman,  son  of  Israel,  born 
April  28,  1806,  m Westerly,  R.  I.,  began  in  early 
youth  to  assist  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  obtained  a thorough  common 
school  education.  In  183O  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  homestead,  and  in  1852,  he  became  its 
owner  by  inheritance.  On  Nov.  19,  1837,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Brightman,  of 
Westerly.  She  died  Nov.  23,  1886,  the  mother  of 
the  following  family;  Sumner  F.,  deceased,  who 
married  Sarah  Sisson ; Thomas  B.,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  a deputy  sheriff',  who  married  Bella  Brewer ; 
Amos  P.,  of  Westerly,  who  wedded  (first)  Achsah 
i\layne,  and  (second)  Sarah  Johnson  Brewster; 
Martha  A.,  who  married  Courtland  P.  Chapman  ; 
Otis  Pr,  deceased;  Harris  P.,  of  Westerly,  who  mar- 
ried Susan  Carpenter;  James  P.,  deceased,  who 
married  Mary  A.  Gavitt ; Everett  J.,  deceased ; 
Edward  E.,  deceased ; and  Edgar  W.,  of  Westerly, 
who  married  Blanche  Brockway.  In  his  political 
affiliations  Sumner  Chapman  was  a worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democrats ; and  he  was  also  prominent 
as  an  officer  in  the  old  militia  company. 

(IV)  John  Chapman,  second  son  of  Israel  and 
Mary  (Kenyon)  Chapman,  was  born  in  Westerly. 
Sept.  30,  1801,  and  he  died  in  January,  1877.  His 
education  was  all  acquired  in  his  native  town,  and 
his  services  were  given  to  his  father  until  1833, 
when  the  farm,  now  the  home  of  his  son.  Court- 
land  P.  Chapman,  was  bestovved  jointly  on  Mr. 
Chapman  and  his  brother  Amos  Palmer,  by  their 
father.  The  business  association  of  these  brothers 


was  marked  by  unusual  harmony  and  congeniality. 
On  this  farm  John  Chapman  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  actively  engaged  in  cultivating  and  im- 
proving the  land,  and  by  industry  and  wise  frugality 
adding  to  his  possessions.  In  politics  he  was  a 
strong  Democrat,  until  about  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  became  a Republican  and  remained 
one,  but  his  interests  centered  in  his  home,  and  he 
cared  nothing  for  those  honors  and  responsibilities 
that  took  him  off  his  home  farm.  He  belonged  to 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Westerly.  In  1833  he 
married  (first)  Sarah  Fenton,  of  Hartford,  who 
was  born  in  1801.  He  married  (second)  Rhoda 
Ann  Sisson,  daughter  of  Thomas  Sisson,  of  West- 
erly. His  children  were;  (i)  Israel,  born  Jan.  2, 
1839,  died  Nov.  19,  1873.  lie  married  Harriet  E. 
Stillman,  and  their  son,  Wayland,  resides  in  West- 
erly. (2)  Courtland  Pendleton  was  born  Nov. 
15,  1841.  John  Chapman  married  (third)  Louisa 
Chapman,  daughter  of  John  and  granddaughter  of 
Joseph  Chapman. 

(V)  Courtland  Pendleton  Chapman,  son  of 
John,  was  born  Nov.  15,  1841,  on  the  larm  which 
he  inherited  from  his  father  and  uncle  in  the  town 
of  Westerly.  He  attended  the  district  school  and 
later  the  school  at  Westerly.  For  several  years  he 
remained  at  home  acquiring  habits  of  industry  and 
a familiarity  with  farm  life,  which  have  left  a 
marked  impress  upon  his  later  life.  Desiring  a 
wider  experience  than  the  farm  seemed  to  offer,  and 
to  see  at  first  hand  the  resources  of  the  great  West, 
he  went  to  Nevada  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  there  for  three  years  was  interested  in  mining 
operations.  He  found  that  the  East  was  more  con- 
genial to  his  tastes,  and,  returning  home,  has  since 
devoted  himself  to  the  care  of  his  property.  Mr. 
Chapman  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  as  such 
was  elected  in  1888,  a member  of  the  town  council. 
Realizing  the  importance  of  concerted  action  with 
reference  to  the  farming  interests  of  the  town,  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  organization  of 
the  Westerly  Grange,  of  which  he  was  master.  On 
Nov.  19,  1868,  he  married  Martha  A.,  daughter  of 
Sumner  and  Sarah  (Brightman)  Chapman.  Their 
children  are;  Carrie  L.,  born  April  27,  1871,  mar- 
ried Frank  D.  Holbrook,  a civil  engineer  employed 
by  the  government,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Martha  Chapman,  born  June  22,  1902;  John  Ho- 
bart, born  April  8,  1875,  attended  the  Westerly 
high  school,  and  then  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1900,  and 
he  is  now  a dentist  at  Westerly;  and  Courtland 
Palmer,  born  Oct.  28,  1877,  married  Isabella  Cal- 
der,  and  they  have  a son,  Courtland  Robert,  born 
April  18,  1903.  Mrs.  Chapman  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

(IV)  Harris  P.  Chapman,  son  of  Israel  and 
Nancy  (Kenyon)  Chapman,  was  born  Aug.  16, 
1817.  He  attended  the  schools  in  Westerly,  and 
for  two  years  those  in  Stonington.  For  two  win- 
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ters  he  taught  school,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  which  he  later  in- 
herited from  his  father,  and  to  that  work  he  devoted 
the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  Jan.  23,  1899.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  On  July  3,  1856,  he  married  Bridget 
A.  Kenyon,  daughter  of  Jacob  Kenyon,  and  they 
had  seven  children  : Otis  H.,  a carpenter,  married 
Isabella  Nash;  Ann  Elizabeth  married  Frederick 
1’.  Babcock;  i\lary  1C;  Martha  B. ; Harris  P.,  Jr.; 
Arthur ; and  Israel  H. 

(Ill)  Case  Chapman,  son  of  Sumner  and  Eliza- 
beth (Herrick)  Chapman,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1772, 
near  what  is  now  Chapman's  Pond,  in  Westerly. 
In  April,  1829,  he  bought  a farm  on  the  road  toward 
Hopkinton,  two  miles  from  M'esterly,  and  known 
as  the  Joseph  Pendleton  farm.  Moving  on  it,  he 
there  made  his  home  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was 
a Whig  in  politics.  His  death  occurred  when  he 
was  eighty-five  years  old.  Mr.  Chapman  married 
Mary  Pendleton,  daughter  of  Joseph  Pendleton,  and 
she  attained  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Their  children 
were : Case,  deceased,  who  married  Sally  Vose,  and 
the>-  were  the  parents  of  Charles  Henry  Chapman, 
first  chief  of  police  of  Westerly ; Mary,  deceased, 
who  married  Asa  Maxson,  and  (second)  Elias 
Cottrell ; Abel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years ; Frank,  who  died  in  childhood ; Gurdon  P., 
who  married  Frances  Cottrell,  and  died  aged  forty 
years;  Rowland,  deceased,  who  married  a IMiss 
Smith,  and  had  a daughter,  Amanda,  wdio  married 
a Woodmansee;  Albert,  who  died  Dec.  6,  1903,  and 
who  had  married  Martha  Green,  and  had  one 
daughter  Mary  E.,  who  married  Louis  W.  Arnold ; 
Eliza,  deceased,  who  married  M'elden  H.  Berry, 
and  had  two  children.  John  W'.  and  Julia,  both  of 
Westerly;  Rhoda,  of  \\'esterly,  who  married  John 
Pendleton,  and  had  a son,  Charles  L.,  who  recently 
<lied  in  Providence  (he  presented  a fine  collection 
of  antiques  to  the  city  ) ; Julia,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried the  late  William  Thompson ; and  Charles  Pen- 
<lleton.  born  Sept.  6,  1826. 

(1\’)  Charles  Pendleton  Chapman,  son  of  Case 
Chapman,  mentioned  above,  spent  his  early  days  in 
W esterly,  where  he  acquired  his  education,  and  he 
remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
four.  After  his  marriage  he  returned  to  the  farm, 
and  there  lived  until  the  fall  of  1883,  in  November 
of  which  year  he  came  to  his  present  home  on  High 
street  in  Westerly.  For  thirty-two  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  granite  business,  being  ])roprietor 
of  the  Chapman  Granite  Works.  His  habits  have 
been  most  temperate,  as  he  has  never  used  tobacco 
lu  r alcoholic  stimulants.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a M big  and  a Republican,  and  for  four  years 
held  the  office  of  assessor.  On  Nov.  17,  1850,  he 
marrii  .!  Eliza  A.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Crumb)  Wilcox,  of  Charlestown,  and 
their  two  children  were:  Charles  Denison,  who 
married  Ella  M.  Barber,  and  Eeander  P.,  deceased, 
will  wedded  .\urelia  Holherton. 


(V)  Ch.\rles  Hexrv  Chapman,  son  of  Case 
and  Sally  (\Mse)  Chapman,  was  horn  on  what  was 
known  as  the  Potter  farm,  near  Watch  Hill,  in  what 
is  now  the  “Misquamicut  Inn,”  Oct.  3,  1833.  His 
father  subsequently  purchased  the  farm  on  the 
Shore  road,  now  occupied  by  William  F.  Saunders, 
and  there  Mr.  Chapman  spent  his  boyhood  days.  In 
1865  he  came  to  Westerly  \’illage,  and  soon  after 
started  the  livery  stable  on  Commerce  street.  He 
was  a man  of  positive  convictions,  and  the  course 
in  any  matter  upon  which  he  had  decided,  he  clung 
to  tenaciously  and  persistently.  He  always  studied 
his  premises  with  great  care,  and  his  conclusions 
he  not  only  defended  but  advocated  with  great 
earnestness.  He  won  warm  friendships,  and  he 
exercised  a well-known  and  popular  influence  upon 
the  community.  In  town  affairs  he  was  a safe  ad- 
viser, and  while  he  held  many  public  positions,  he 
declined  many  others  that  were  offered  him.  He 
was  the  first  chief  of  police  in  Westerly,  serving 
six  months  and  thoroughly  organizing  the  service. 
Repeatedly  he  held  the  office  of  assessor,  and  was 
generally  acknowledged  one  of  the  most  capable 
men  ever  in  that  position.  Under  Henry  Whipple, 
he  served  as  deputy  sheriff",  and  became  well  known 
throughout  the  county.  In  whatever  position  he 
was  placed  he  proved  equal  to  the  emergency,  and 
was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  keeping  the  confidence 
of  all,  regardless  of  political  parties.  He  died  April 
II,  1902. 

On  Eel).  II,  1855,  IMr.  Chapman  married  IMary 
Elizabeth  Hall,  daughter  of  Capt.  Palmer  Hall ; 
she  died  June  25,  1884,  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Harriet  E.,  born  Jan.  22,  1857,  died  Feb.  18,  1857; 
and  IMargaret,  of  W esterly.  On  March  21,  1900, 
Mr.  Chapman  \vas  married  (second)  by  the  Rev. 
Frederic  Denison,  to  IMary  Eliza  Coy,  who  sur- 
vives him. 

IMrs.  Chapman  is  a member  of  the  Phebe  Green 
W"ard  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of  Westerly,  and  is  eligible 
to  membership  in  numerous  other  colonial  societies. 
She  is  much  interested  in  genealogical  research. 

COY.  The  Coy  family  was  early  planted  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  its  representatives  have  been 
conspicuous  in  the  business  world. 

(I)  John  Coy,  the  first  of  whom  there  is  au- 
thentic record,  was  married,  Oct.  27,  1745,  to  Sarah 
W"oodbury. 

(II)  Jonathan  W'oodbury  Coy,  son  of  John,  was 
l)orn  INlarch  7,  1757,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  he  died 
in  Barrington,  R.  L,  April  3,  1811.  On  April  30, 
1780,  in  Providence,  he  was  married,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Stiles,  to  Elizabeth  Peckham,  who  was  born 
April  30,  1764,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  who  died 
in  Providence  July  21,  1803,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Mary  (Taggert)  Peckham.  To  this  marriage 
came  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Betsey,  born  Feb. 
15,  1781.  died  June  28,  1781;  John,  born  May  i. 
1782,  died  Jan.  ii,  1805;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  30, 
1784,  died  Sept.  15,  1786;  a son,  born  Dec.  15, 
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1785,  died  the  same  day;  Jonathan  Woodbury,  born 
Dec.  20,  1787,  died  at  C'harleston,  S.  C.,  in  1807 ; 
Samuel  Adams,  born  Aug.  14,  1790,  married  Abby 
Stantoon,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  died  Sept. 
29,  1875 ; James,  born  Dec.  21,  1793,  died  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  1807;  a son  born  May  4, 

1796,  died  the  same  day;  Elizabeth,  born  July  16, 

1797,  married  June  2,  1817,  Franklin  Richmond, 
and  died  April  15,  1858;  George  Washington,  born 
Dec.  18,  1799,  married  March  9,  1828,  Caroline 
Eliza  Keith,  and  both  he  (aged  thirty-eight)  and 
his  wife  (aged  thirty-one),  together  with  Caroline 
Keith,  aged  nine,  and  Sylvanus  Keith,  aged  sixty- 
eight,  were  lo:t  by  an  explosion  on  board  the 
steamer  “Pulaski,”  on  her  passage  from  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  June  4,  1838;  and 
Sarah  C.,  born  May  16,  1802,  married  Sept.  15, 
1836,  Henry  Gifford  Gladding,  and  died  Oct.  31, 

1875- 

(IIP)  Samuel  Adams  Coy,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  Aug.  14,  1790,  and  he  died  Sept.  29,  1875. 
In  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  he  married  Abby  Stan- 
toiij  who  was  born  March  28,  1794,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Cross)  Stanton.  She  died  Aug. 
8,  1866.  Their  children  were:  George  Stanton, 
born  Sept.  6,  1813;  John,  born  March  7,  1815,  died 
Oct.  I,  1815;  Eliza,  born  Jan.  2,  1817,  died  April 
3,  1831 ; a daughter,  born  Aug.  21,  1820,  died  in 
infancy;  Woodbury,  born  Oct.  7,  1821;  Francis 
Hurlburt,  born  Nov.  14,  1823;  William  Peckham, 
born  i\lay  4,  1825,  married  Oct.  4,  1852,  Harriet 
N.  Smith,  and  died  Dec.  14,  1877;  Samuel  Adams, 
Jr.,  born  Jan.  30,  1830,  died  June  9,  1838. 

(I\’)  George  Stanton  Coy,  eldest  son  of  Sam- 
uel Adams,  was  born  Sept.  6,  1813,  in  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.  He  went  to  Westerly  when  a boy  and 
in  the  latter  place  received  his  education.  He  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a commission  merchant,  and 
was  the  local  auctioneer  and  constable.  In  his 
young  manhood  he  learned  harness  making,  but 
never  worked  at  it.  On  May  22,  1834,  he  married 
Hannah  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Huldah 
(Sherman)  Wilcox,  born  Feb.  25,  1809,  in  Charles- 
town, R.  I.,  and  died  March  13,  1900,  in  Westerly. 
Her  grandfathers  were  Revolutionary  soldiers,  and 
through  the  Sherman  line  she  was  a descendant  of 
Francis  Cook  and  Richard  Warren.  George  Stan- 
ton Coy  died  in  Westerly,  Jan.  22,  1892.  His  chil- 
dren were : John  Stanton,  of  Chicago,  111.,  who 
served  eight  months  in  the  Civil  war ; Edward  W., 
deceased;  George  E.,  deceased;  Henry  G.,  de- 
ceased ; Thomas  W.,  of  Westerly,  who  served  three 
years  in  the  Civil  war,  and  who,  in  1871,  married 
Ida  V.  Dart ; Herbert,  a machinist ; Mary  E.,  now 
the  widow  of  Charles  H.  Chapman ; Susan  P. ; and 
George  R.,  who  married  Elizabeth  T.  Segar,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  W.  Segar,  and  has  one  son,  William 
S.,  a dentist  of  Stoneham,  Massachusetts. 

(IV)  Woodbury  Coy,  son  of  Samuel  Adams, 
was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Oct.  7,  1821.  His 
entire  life  was  passed  in  his  native  town,  and  there 


he  died  ]\Iay  3,  1894.  In  his  young  manhood  he 
clerked  in  different  stores,  and  he  then  became 
station  master  for  the  New  York,  Providence  & 
Boston  Railway  Company  at  Westerly.  He  was 
also  a paper  hanger.  His  later  years  were  devoted 
to  the  insurance  business,  he  being  one  of  the  first 
agents  of  the  old  Providence  jMutual  Eire  Insurance 
Company.  This  agency  passed  from  him  to  Wil- 
liam, then  to  Frank  W.  On  Sept.  12,  1855,  Mr. 
Coy  married  Sarah  E.  Crandall,  of  Charlestown, 
daughter  of  Oliver  Crandall.  Their  children  were ; 
Frank  Woodbury  and  Annie  H.  (deceased).  In 
politics  Mr.  Coy  was  a W'hig,  and  a great  friend 
of  Gov.  Armstrong.  He  was  intrusted  with  carry- 
ing the  returns  of  the  Presidential  elections  to 
Providence. 

(V^)  Frank  Woodbury  Coy,  son  of  Woodbury, 
was  born  in  Y'esterly,  R.  I.,  July  2,  1856.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in 
Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College  at  Providence, 
R.  I.  For  six  or  seven  years  he  clerked  for  E.  A. 
Lewis  and  J.  B.  Brown  at  No.  72  High  street,  and 
then  became  a partner  of  Lewis  & Brown  in  a 
branch  store  at  No.  70  Main  street,  so  continuing 
for  two  years,  when,  with  Mr.  Lewis,  he  bought 
out  Mr.  Brown,  and  located  at  No.  60  Main  street 
in  the  grocery  business.  Later  Mr.  Coy  bought  out 
Mr.  Lewis  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  until 
a year  before  he  discontinued,  when  he  admitted 
William  H.  Wilson,  as  a partner.  On  Feb.  24, 
1903,  he  sold  out  to  James  H.  Blades.  He  also 
had  a branch  at  Watch  Hill.  Before  quitting  mer- 
cantile life,  Mr.  Coy  had  for  some  years  been  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business,  and  in  July,  1903. 
he  opened  a real  estate  and  fire  insurance  business 
in  Westerly.  While  in  the  grocery  business,  with 
Stephen  H.  Watrous,  he  became  interested  in 
building  and  real  estate.  They  have  had  both  com- 
mon and  separate  interests.  Mr.  Coy  makes  a 
specialty  of  buying,  selling  and  renting  summer 
cottages.  He  is  agent  for  the  Providence  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  On  Oct.  25,  1887,  Mr. 
Coy  was  married  to  Bessie  W.  Holmes,  daughter 
of  Hazard  and  Sally  (Reynolds)  Holmes,  of  Ston- 
ington,  and  their  four  children  are  Edward  Brown, 
born  May  3,  1889;  Arthur  Holmes,  Sept.  30,  1890; 
Sally  Elizabeth,  Sept.  6,  1892 ; and  Louise  Cran- 
dall, Oct.  8,  1894.  Mr.  Coy  is  a director  of  the 
Westerly  Loan  and  Savings  Association.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Royal  x^rcanum.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a Baptist,  and  belongs  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church. 

Philip  Peckham,  father  of  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Woodbury  Coy,  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Feb. 
9,  1734,  and  he  died  in  Providence,  R.  L,  Feb.  12, 
1829.  He  married  Mary  .Taggert,  who  was  born 
in  Newport,  R.  I.,  May  2,  1740,  and  who  died  in 
Providence,  March  27,  1781.  Their  children  were: 
Henry,  born  Sept.  17,  1757,  died  at  sea  xVpril  15. 
1779;"  Mary,  born  Jan.  27,  1760,  died  at  Providence, 
July  24,  1829;  Caleb,  born  Sept.  14,  1762,  died  at 
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Providence,  April  i,  1781  ; Elizabeth,  born  April 
30,  1764,  died  at  i’rovideiice,  July  21,  1803;  Abi- 
gail, born  Dec.  23,  1766,  died  at  Providence,  April 
3,  1777;  jane,  born  Sept.  9,  1768,  died  at  Provi- 
dence, Sept.  27,  1756;  i’hilip,  born  July  13,  1771, 
died  at  Providence,  Dec.  16,  1771  ; Philip  (2),  born 
CM.  8,  1772,  died  in  March,  1802;  Sarah,  born  Oct. 
II,  1774,  died  in  infancy;  Hannah,  born  May  13, 
1777,  died  .March  9,  1778;  and  Henry,  born  June 
18,  1779,  died  in  childhood. 

Joseph  Stanton,  father  of  Mrs.  Abby  (Stan- 
ton) Coy,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  R.  1.,  Feb.  2, 
1752.  He  enlisted  at  Providence  in  November, 
1776,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  under  Capt.  Charles 
Keene  and  Col.  Jabez  Brown,  from  Rhode  Island. 
In  iMay,  1777,  he  enlisted  as  steward  on  board  the 
privateer  "Eagle,"  commanded  by  Gen.  Mowry 
Potter,  and  sailed  from  New  Bedford.  When  out 
about  ten  weeks  they  were  captured  by  a British 
ship  and  taken  to  New  York,  where  Mr.  Stanton 
was  conrined  on  board  the  prison  ships  “Felicity’’ 
and  "Good  Intent,"  from  November,  1777,  to  May 
or  June,  1778,  when  he  was  exchanged  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Providence,  arriving  there  in  Au- 
gust, 1778.  During  his  imprisonment  he  suffered 
from  prison  fever,  and  soon  after  recovering  from 
this  was  attacked  with  yellow  fever.  In  conse- 
quence of  his  health  he  did  not  return  to  the  service. 
On  Sept.  5,  1832,  he  applied  for  a pension  from 
South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  the  application  was 
allowed. 

HON.  CHANDLER  HALL  COGGESHALL,' 
son  of  Wilbur  B.  and  Eliza  J.  (Coggeshall)  Cogge- 
sball,  of  Bristol,  is  a descendant  in  two  lines  of 
Hon.  John  Coggeshall,  who  was  president  of  the 
early  colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations. He  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Bristol,  and 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Coggeshall  family  wdio 
have  had  the  honor  of  occupying  a seat  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  from  the  town  ok 
Bristol,  among  whom  have  been  Hon.  William 
Coggeshall,  in  1804  and  1806,  and  Hon.  Samuel 
Coggeshall  in  1828.  [See  Coggeshall  Family  of 
Newport  County.] 

(I)  John  Coggeshall  died  Nov.  27,  1647,  ^.nd 
his  wife,  i\lary,  died  Dec.  19,  1648. 

(H)  Joshua  Coggeshall  married  Dec.  22,  1652, 
Jean  West,  who  died  April  24,  1676.  He  died  Mav 
I,  1688. 

(HI)  Joshua  Coggeshall  (2)  died  in  1723.  His 
first  wife,  Sarah,  whom  he  married  May  3,  1681, 
died  March  20,  1697,  and  on  Aug.  26,  1697,  he  mar- 
ried again,  his  second  wife  also  bearing  the  name  of 
Sarah. 

(IV)  James  Coggeshall,  born  March  17,  1701, 
married  Nov.  24,  1723,  Phebe  Turner,  and  died 
April  15,  1769. 

(V)  Jonathan  Coggeshall,  born  Dec.  4,  1748, 
died  July  26,  1796.  He  married  Sarah  Wilcox,  who 
was  Ixirn  in  1743,  and  died  April  29,  1809. 


(\T)  James  Coggeshall  (2),  who  married  Abby- 
Browning,  died  in  1842. 

(VH)  Wilbur  B.  Coggeshall,  born  in  1799,  died 
Aug.  27,  1876.  On  Jan.  7,  1833,  he  married  Eliza 
Jane  Coggeshall,  who  was  a descendant  of  John  in 
the  eighth  generation,  the  lines  being  the  same  in. 
the  first  three  generations. 

(IV)  Thomas  Coggeshall,  born  June  24,  1688,. 
was  married  March  ii,  1708,  to  Mercy  Freeborn,, 
who  was  born  in  1691,  and  died  May  26,  1776.  He 
died  Jan.  26,  1771. 

(V)  Thomas  Coggeshall  (2),  born  Aug.  26,. 
1728,  died  Jan.  17,  1803.  He  married  July  4,  1750. 
Hannah  Cornell. 

(VI)  Josiah  Coggeshall,  born  Aug.  13,  1752,. 
married  Mary  Horswell. 

(VH)  Pearce  H.  Coggeshall,  born  Alarch  5,. 
1785,  died  April  2,  1831.  He  married  Nancy 
Brown. 

(VTH)  Eliza  Jane  Coggeshall,  born  in  1815, 
was  married  Jan.  7,  1833,  to  Wilbur  B.  Coggeshall, 
and  died  Nov.  13,  1880. 

The  children  of  Wilbur  B.  and  Eliza  Jane  (Cog- 
geshall) Coggeshall  were  as  follows : Abbie  Ann, 
who  married  (first)  Theodore  O.  Gladding,  and 
(second)  George  E.  Davis  (by  her  first  union  she 
had  one  son,  who  is  now  chief  inspector  of  the 
Schuylkill  Arsenal,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.)  ; James 
E.,  deceased;  Cynthia  M. ; William  H.  H. ; Harriet 
P.,  who  married  George  H.  Peck,  town  treasurer 
of  Bristol ; Chandler  H. ; Frederick  W.,  living  in 
Bristol ; and  George  B.,  a resident  of  the  same  place. 

Chandler  H.  Coggeshall,  born  Dec.  13,  1843, 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Bristol,  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Bristol  high  school,  and  then  at- 
tended Scholfield’s  Commercial  College  at  Provi- 
dence, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated. 
Subsequently  he  became  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  a vocation  in  which  he  has  since  contin- 
ued, and  with  that  success  which  generally  follows 
earnest  and  intelligent  effort. 

Mr.  Coggeshall  has  been  from  young  manhood 
an  active,  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
and  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town,  which  he  has  served  repeatedly  in  public 
official  capacity.  . He  was  chosen  a member  of  the 
Bristol  school  committee  in  1884,  and  has  since 
continuously  been  a member  of  same.  He  became 
a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Rhode 
Island  College  of  xNgriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts 
on  its  establishment  in  1887,  is  still  a member,  has 
served  as  president  of  the  board,  and  is  now  its 
secretary  and  treasurer.  From  1883  to  1889  Mr. 
Coggeshall  was  a representative  from  Bristol  to 
the  lower  house  of  the  State  Assembly,  and  from 
1893  to  1897  served  the  people  of  that  town  in 
the  State  Senate.  During  his  legislative  experi- 
ences he  served  on  important  committees,  among 
them  the  committee  on  Finance,  the  committee  on 
Education,  the  committee  on  Fisheries,  and  several 
special  committees.  Mr.  Coggeshall  is  a member- 
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of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Bristol,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  for  several  years 
has  served  as  the  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, holding  that  office  at  the  present 
time.  He  has  always  been  identified  with  the  pro- 
gressive movements  of  his  town  and  State  and  for 
twenty-five  years  has  been  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent citizens. 

CHARLES  BANFIELD  ARMSTRONG.  In 
that  region  of  country  comprising  the  present  coun- 
ties of  Windham  and  New  London,  Conn.,  and  of 
W'ashington  and  Providence,  R.  I.,  the  name  of 
Armstrong  was  an  early  one.  Gregory  Armstrong 
died  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  1660.  At  Westerly,  or 
Pawcatuck,  in  that  debatable  part  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  territory  which  was  called  in  the  native 
sj^eech  IMisquamicut,  and  which  was  claimed  by 
Connecticut  jurisdiction  as  belonging  to  their  plan- 
tation of  Stonington,  there  lived  one  Jonathan  Arm- 
strong, who  was  made  a freeman  of  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  Oct.  28,  1668.  He  removed  to  Nor- 
wich in  1678,  at  which  time  land  was  granted  him 
there,  but  later  he  probably  moved  to  Roxbury.  A 
Benjamin  Armstrong  and  his  wife  were  at  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  where  their  first  child  was  born,  Nov. 
20,  1674,  and  this  child  was  the  Benjamin  Arm- 
strong who  settled  in  Windham,  Connecticut. 

Within  the  territory  alluded  to  above,  in  that 
part  of  ancient  Providence  which  became  the  town 
of  Glocester,  the  vital  town  records  begin  with  the 
family  of  Joh  and  Julia  Armstrong,  from  whom  the 
late  Scott  Capron  Armstrong  and  his  son,  Charles 
Banfield,  descend.  These  children  of  Job  and  Julia 
were  born  as  follows:  Elijah,  July  17,  1755; 

Pheneloppee,  May  14,  1757:  Jesse,  Oct.  2,  1759; 
Sarah,  Nov.  24.  1761:  Rachel,  Nov.  18,  1763;  Oli- 
ver, Eeb.  28,  1766:  and  Samuel,  Jan.  6,  1768. 

Jesse  Armstrong  married.  Dec.  7,  1783,  Miss 
Jemima  Capron, _of  Smithfield,  a descendant  of  the 
first  Banfield  Capron,  the  emigrant  settler  and  an- 
cestor of  the  numerous  family  in  the  border  re- 
gion of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  Their 
children  of  Glocester  town  record  were : Job.  born 
June  30,  1784;  William,  Oct.  18,  1786;  Abigail, 
^lay  21,  1789:  Nancy,  Sept.  13,  1791;  and  Scott 
Capron.  f ' • 

Scott  Capron  Armstrong  was  born  in  Gloces- 
ter. R.  L.  Aug.  26,  1799.  As  a business  man  he 
was  identified  with  Providence,  where  he  founded 
the  dry  goods  house  of  Armstrong  & Smith,  which 
continued  from  December,  1840,  to  December, 
1849,  and  which  later  took  the  firm  name  of  S.  C. 
Armstrong  & Son,  and  then  of  S.  G.  Armstrong,  Son 
& Compaii}''.  He  was  actively  connected  with  the 
management  of  this  establishment  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Providence  in  IMay, 
T872.  He  was  well  and  favorably  known  in  busi- 
ness circles,  and  as  a man  and  a citizen  held  the  es- 
teem and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  Mr. 


Armstrong,  in  February,  1822,  married  Aliss  Ruth 
Brown  Kimball,  daughter  of  Amherst  Kimball,  one 
of  the  leading  land  owners  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  Of 
the  children  born  to  this  union,  only  two  lived  to 
adult  age:  Charles  Banfield;  and  Sarah  Kimball, 
now  the  widow  of  Henry  L.  Parsons,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Charles  Banfield  Armstrong  was  born  in  Glo- 
cester, Aug.  20,  1826,  and  was  given  a good  educa- 
tion. When  about  fiheen  years  old,  he  entered  his 
father’s  store  as  a clerk  to  gain  a complete  familiar- 
ity with  the  business  and  later  became  a partner, 
as  indicated  above.  In  1867  wall-paper  was  added 
to  the  stock  which  had  been  confined  previously  to 
dry  goods,  and  about  1873  the  earlier  line  was 
abandoned  completely  and  the  firm  became  exclu- 
sive dealers  in  wall-paper.  The  firm,  meantime, 
since  the  death  of  the  elder  Mr.  Armstrong,  had 
been  Armstrong  & Burlingame  and  Jan.  i,  1890, 
the  senior  member  sold  out  to  Mr.  Burlingame,  and 
the  old  name  disappeared  from  the  firm  title.  Mr. 
Armstrong  had,  like  his  father,  marked  business 
talent  and  won  not  only  a fortune,  but  also  a high 
reputation  in  Providence  financial  circles.  He  has 
also  been  prominent  in  politics  as  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party.  For  years  he  has 
resided  in  Pawtucket  and  represented  that  city  from 
1886  to  1889  in  the  State  Legislature.  The  first 
year  he  served  on  the  committee  on  State  Property 
and  the  other  two  years  on  the  committees  on  Spe- 
cial Legislation  and  on  Corporations,  gaining  the 
entire  confidence  of  his  constituents. 

On  Dec.  25,  1848,  Mr.  Charles  B.  Armstrong 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriett  Jane  Kimball,  who 
died  in  October,  1859,  the  mother  of  two  children, 
who  lived  to  mature  years:  Franklin  Arnold,  who 
died  when  twenty  years  of  age ; and  Clara  Kim- 
ball, who  married  Walter  Mowry  Armstrong,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  has  a son.  Arnold  (who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a son,  Cyril).  On  Aug.  14,  i860,  Mr. 
Armstrong  married  (second)  Miss  Harriet  Read, 
of  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  who  was  born  Oct.  2,  1839, 
and  who  is  descended  from  Col.  Thomas  Read,  a 
settler  in  Salem  in  1630.  Col.  Read  was  of  dis- 
tinguished ancestry  in  England  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  Governor  Winthrop.  Mrs.  Armstrong 
traces  her  line  back  through  (VII)  Elisha  T.  and 
Harriet  A.  (Stockbridge)  R^ad,  (VI)  George  and 
Abigail  (Earle)  Read,  (V)  John  and  Hannah 
(Farnum)  Read.  (IV)  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Han- 
son) Read,  (HI)  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Greene) 

Read,  (H)  Capt.  Thomas  and  Mary  ( ) 

Read,  to  (I)  Col.  Thomas  Read.  A son  and  a 
daughter  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong; 
but  "the  latter,  Caroline  Angell,  born  Aug.  12,  1872, 
died  March  22,  1879. 

The  son,  George  Stockbridge  Armstrong,  was 
born  May  12,  1867,  and  now  resides  in  Seattle, 
where  he  is  manager  of  the  wall-paper  department 
of  the  Star  Paint  and  Wall  Paper  Company.  He 
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married  ]\liss  Clara  Elizabeth  Keddell.  of  that  city, 
and  they  have  two  children : Ruth  Caroline,  born 
Nov.  23,  1903;  and  a son  born  April  ii,  1907. 

DR.  JOSEPH  H.  AKERS,  a leading  medical 
practitioner  of  Providence,  R.  L,  and  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  members  of  the  profession 
in  this  section,  was  born  Nov.  ii,  1856,  at  Granby, 
iXIass.,  son  of  Joseph  W.  and  Lucy  A.  (Tuffts) 
Akers. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  and  grad- 
uating from  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  he  began  the  task  of  accumulating  sufficient 
funds  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine.  The  in- 
spiration to  this  course  had  come  to  him  through 
his  intercourse  with  Dr.  C.  B.  Smith,  with  whom 
he  lived  while  attending  high  school.  In  further- 
ance of  his  plans  he  clerked  in  stores,  taught  school, 
worked  at  various  trades  and  at  farming,  and  for 
a }ear  before  entering  medical  college  studied  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  H.  S.  Bell,  of  Granby,  Mass.  He 
then  entered  Dartmouth  iMedical  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1884.  During  his  senior 
year  in  college  he  was  assistant  physician  in  Dr. 
Ira  Russell’s  “Family  Home,”  at  Mhnchendon, 
iNIass.,  a private  retreat  for  the  treatment  of  ner- 
vous and  mental  diseases  and  alcohol  and  opium 
habits.  After  graduation,  Dr.  Akers  practiced  for 
a year  at  Fiskdale,  Mass.,  and  the  next  year  took 
a post-graduate  course  at  the  Polyclinic  school  in 
New  York  City,  the  ensuing  year  resuming  his 
practice  at  Fiskdale.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, and  soon  gained  high  rank  among  the  phy- 
sicians of  the  city.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can iMedical  Association,  the  Providence  Medical 
-Association,  the  Rhode  Island  Aledical  Society,  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Uni- 
versity Club  of  Providence.  For  two  years  he  was 
physician  to  the  Out-patient  department  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Hospital,  and  for  thirteen  years  was 
physician  at  the  Providence  Lying-In  Hospital. 

In  1885  Dr.  -Akers  was  married  in  Providence. 
R.  I.,  to  -Annie  L.  Sholes,  daughter  of  Edward 
.Wholes. 

SHERALAN.  No  resident  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  has  a more  honorable  lineage  or  can 
trace  his  ancestry  to  an  earlier  period  in  American 
history  than  the  descendents  of  Hon.  Phillip  Sher- 
man, whose  connection  with  the  Colony  began  in 
1634.  The  family  is  now  represented  hy  various 
branches,  many  of  them  residents  of  Newport 
county.  One  well  known  memher  is  W’alter  Sher- 
man, of  Middletown,  a prominent  breeder  of  poul- 
try, whose  direct  descent  from  Hon.  Phillip  Sher- 
man. the  founder  of  the  family,  follows: 

(I)  Hon.  Philhp  Sherman  was  horn  lAh.  5, 
ibro.  in  Dedham,  England,  and  was  a son  of  Sam- 
uel. a grand.son  of  Henry,  and  a great-grandson  of 
Henry,  of  Dedham.  County  of  Essex.  England,  who 
had  probalilv  removed  there  from  the  Countv  of 
Suffiilk.  as  he  hore  tlie  .Suffolk  coat  of  arms.  He 


married  Sarah  (Adding,  daughter  of  Airs.  John  Por- 
ter, by  a former  marriage.  In  1634,  Mr.  Sherman 
came  to  New  England,  and  settled  at  Roxbury, 
Alass.  In  the  Anne  Hutchinson  trouble  at  Boston, 
he  took  the  popular  side,  but  as  Governor  Win- 
throp  prevailed,  he  with  others  found  it  convenient 
to  remove  to  Rhode  Island.  In  Providence  they 
met  Roger  Williams,  who  advised  them  to  purchase 
the  island  of  Aquetuct  (-Aquidneck),  now  Rhode 
Island,  from  the  Indians.  The  purchase  was  com- 
pleted March  24,  1638.  On  July  i,  1639,  they  es- 
tablished a regular  government,  with  Whlliam  Cod- 
dington,  governor,  and  Phillip  Sherman,  secretary. 
-After  this  he  often  held  office  in  the  Colony,  and  in 
critical  periods.  After  he  removed  to  Rhode  Island 
he  left  the  Congregational  Church,  and  united  with 
the  Society  of  Friends.  Philhp  Sherman  died  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1687.  His  children  were; 
Eber,  Sarah,  Peleg,  Alary,  Edmund,  Samson.  M’il- 
liam,  John,  Alary,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Benjamin  and 
Phillip. 

(II)  Samson  Sherman  was  born  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1642.  He  was  married  Alarch  4, 
1675,  to  Isabel,  daughter  of  John  and  Alary  (Paine) 
Tripp.  They  resided  in  Portsmouth  and  became 
the  parents  of;  Phillip,  born  Jan.  16,  1676;  Sarah, 
Sept.  24,  1677;  -Alice,  Jan.  12,  1680;  Samson,  Jan. 
28,  1682;  -Abiel,  Oct.  15,  1684;  Isabel;  and  Job, 
Nov.  8,  1687.  Samson  Sherman  died  June  27, 
1718. 

(HI)  Job  Sherman  married  (first)  Dec.  23, 
1714,  Bridget  Gardiner,  of  Portsmouth,  and  (sec- 
ond) June  I,  1732,  Amie  Spencer,  of  East  Green- 
wich. The  children  of  the  first  union  were : Philip, 
Dec.  12,  1715;  Isabel,  Oct.  31,  1717;  Alary,  Jan. 
16,  1719;  Job,  Alay  2,  1722;  Bridget,  May  7,  1724; 
Sarah,  Oct.  29,  1726;  Alice,  Aug.  25,  1728;  Alary, 
Oct.  13,  1730.  Those  born  to  the  second  marriage 
were:  -Amie,  Alay  27,  1734;  Benjamin,  Sept.  14, 
1735;  Samson,  July  23,  1737;  Alartha,  Nov.  28, 
1738;  W'alter,  -Aug.  20,  1740  ; Dorcas,  Nov.  2,  1742; 
and  -Abigail,  Sept.  10,  1744.  Job  Sherman,  father 
<)f  these  children,  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
a resident  of  Portsmouth.  He  died  Nov.  16,  1747. 

(IV)  Samson  Sherman  (2)  was  married  Dec. 
T2.  1761,  to  Ruth,  daughter  of  David  and  Jemimiah 
(Tallman)  Fish,  of  Portsmouth.  The  town  records 
of  Portsmouth  give  the  children  born  to  Samson  and 
Ruth  Sherman  as  follows : Walter,  born  -April  4, 
1763;  -Amie,  Jan.  5,  1764;  Job,  Jan.  21,  1766;  Su- 
sannah. Oct.  19,  1767;  Hannah,  Jan.  27,  171)9; 
-Anne,  Nov.  19,  1770;  David,  June  2,  1772;  Ruth, 
Oct.  21,  1773;  Ruth  (2),  Feh.  20,  1778;  -Asa,  Dec. 
22,  1779;  Abigail,  -April  2,  1782;  and  Alary,  Nov. 
18,  1783. 

(VO  Job  Sherman  (2),  born  Jan.- 21.  1766, 
died  Jan.  24.  1748.  He  was  married  Dec.  9,  1795, 
to  .Alice,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca  -Anthony, 
of  Portsmouth.  They  resided  in  Newport,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  records  of  the  Rhode  Island  Friends 
their  children  were:  Rebecca,  born  Nov.  9,  1796; 
r.enjamin,  I'eb.  10,  1798:  Eliza,  Nov.  14.  1799:  Wil- 
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liam,  Dec.  5,  1801  ; Samson,  April  9 (or  19),  1804; 
lames,  March  22,  1806:  David,  May  19,  1808;  Ed- 
ward A.,  Nov.  4,  1809;  Alice,  April  28,  1812;  Al- 
bert, Aug.  14,  1815  ; a son  that  died  in  infancy;  and 
Rowland,  born  April  21,  1818. 

(\'I)  Edward  A.  Sherman  was  educated  in 
Newport,  his  birth  place,  and  in  due  time  became  a 
clerk  in  his  father’s  dry  goods  store  in  that  city. 
Later  he  went  into  business  for  himself  at  No.  76 
Thames  street,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  5, 
1865,  he  had  been  successfully  engaged  there  for 
thirty  years,  becoming  one  of  the  established  men 
of  the  city.  His  chief  characteristics  were  his  keen 
sense  of  honor  and  his  high  moral  principles,  and 
throughout  life  his  uprightness  and  honesty  were 
universally  conceded.  A member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  his  remains  were  interred  in  their  ceme- 
tery at  Newport.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig. 

Edward  A.  Sherman  married,  July  20,  1837, 
Elizabeth  M.  Almy,  who  was  born  in  Newport, 
Sept.  25,  1810,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Thurston  and 
Ann  (Cranston)  Almy,  and  granddaughter  of  Jona- 
than Thurston,  at  one  time  town  clerk  of  Newport. 
IN Irs.  Sherman  died  at  her  home  on  Thames  street, 
Sept.  9,  t888,  and  was  buried  in  the  “Factory  Lot” 
of  the  old  common  burying  grounds.  Mrs.  Sher- 
man was  a woman  of  much  refinement  and  culture, 
and  was  much  beloved.  The  children  horn  to  Ed- 
ward A.  Sherman  and  wife  were : Edward  S., 
born  jMarch  13,  1838,  deceased  Sept.  14,  1841 ; 
Tohn  Almy,  July  12,  1840,  deceased  Sept.  19,  1841  ; 
Anne  Almy,  July  30,  1842,  at  home;  Alice,  Jan.  29, 
1845.  deceased  Aug.  2,  1847;  Walter,  Aug.  2,  1847; 
Elizabeth  Moore,  March  3,  1852,  at  home ; and  Wil- 
liam Roger,  Feb.  20,  1855,  deceased  Dec.  5,  t88o._ 

(VII)  Walter  Sherman  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  Newport,  receiving  a good  education,  and 
beginning  his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  his  fa- 
ther’s store.  After  the  latter’s  death  the  young  man 
undertook  the  management  of  the  establishment,  al- 
though he  was  still  in  his  teens  and  conducted  it 
successfully  until  1885,  when  he  sold  out.  He  fi- 
nally removed  to  Middletown,  located  on  Vernon 
avenue,  and  began  the  raising  and  breeding  of 
poultry  in  which  he  has  so  successfully  continued 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  has  been  constantly 
adding  improvements  to  his  place  and  has  built 
barns,  silos  and  poultry  houses.  His  eggs  are 
shipped  not  only  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  hut  also  to  Germany.  His  specialties 
are  Rhode  Island  Reds,  Light  Brahmas,  the  Silver 
and  the  White  Wyandottes  and  Barred  Rocks.  iNIr. 
Sherman  has  taken  prizes  at  many  fairs  and  shows, 
while,  perhaps,  the  greatest  honor  won  by  him  was 
the  selection  of  his  Rhode  Island  Red  Poultry  above 
the  numerous  competitors  to  be  a part  of  the  jier- 
manent  exhibition  of  the  “iModel  Poultry  Farm  at 
the  Louisiana  Exposition  at  St.  Louis  in  1904.  iMr. 
Sherman's  fowls  were  selected  as  l^eing  the  most 
typical  of  the  breed  obtainable,  having  been  line- 
bred  in  direct  descent  from  the  original  flock  of  the 
Tripp-iMacomber  stock,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I. 


Both  rose  combs  and  single  combs  were  exhibited. 

Mr.  Sherman  has  never  married.  His  home  is 
presided  over  by  his  two  sisters,  and  hears  the  im- 
jmess  of  the  taste  and  refinement  of  the  family.  It 
contains  many  old  paintings  and  portraits  as  well 
as  antique  furniture  which  have  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Sherman  family  for  generations.  Mr. 
Sherman  himself  is  a man  of  unusually  sound  judg- 
ment, while  he  is  broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his 
views,  both  on  religious  matters  and  civil  subjects. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  is  a member  of 
Portsmouth  Grange,  No.  29,  and  is  Past  Master  of 
Pomona  Grange  and  generally  attends  the  conven- 
tions of  the  National  Grange. 

ROBERT  STEERE,  for  seventeen  years  man- 
ager of  the  Wanskuck  iMill  Company  store  at  Provi- 
dence, and  for  several  years  member  of  the  firm  of 
E.  i\I.  Aldrich  & Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  has  for  the 
l)ast  decade  been  connected  with  the  Crefeld  Waste 
& Batting  Co.,  at  Saylesville.  ]Mr.  Steere  is  a de- 
scendant in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
Steere.  the  lineage  being  as  follows ; 

{ I ) John  Steere,  a native  of  England,  settled 
in  Providence  about  1660. 

(H)  Samuel  Steere,  son  of  John,  married 
Hannah  Field,  and  died  Oct.  18,  1745. 

(HI)  Jonah  Steere,  son  of  Samuel,  married 
Lydia  Whipple.  [Detailed  record  of  the  early 
generations  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.J 

(I\^)  Deacon  Asa  Steere,  son  of  Jonah,  was 
horn  Sept.  28,  1757,  and  he  resided  about  three 
miles  from  the  village  of  Harmony  in  the  town  of 
Glocester.  He  was  a deacon  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church  at  Chepachet.  As  he  drew  near  to  old  age 
Deacon  .Steere  called  his  sons  together,  and  stated 
to  them  his  purpose  of  bestowing  his  farm  oif  any 
one  of  them  who  would  come  to  reside  at  the  old 
homestead  and  make  suitable  provisions  for  himself, 
his  wife  and  unmarried  daughters.  His  son  Samuel 
offered  to  undertake  these  duties,  and  all  the  chil- 
dren agreed  to  the  arrangement  in  the  most  amica- 
ble manner.  Deacon  Steere  died  much  esteemed 
and  respected  Jan.  31,  1835.  He  married  iNlary 
Irons,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Water- 
man) Irons,  born  Oct.  25,  1762;  she  died  Aug.  21, 
1840.  Their  children  were;  (i)  Riley,  horn  Jan. 
17,  1783,  lived  in  Glocester,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death.  Nov.  17,  1863;  he  married 
(first)  Nancy  Hunt,  who  died  Jan.  21,  1820,  and 
(second)  Lovina  Goldthwaite.  (2)  Abigail,  born 
.Vpril  15,  1785.  died  unmarried  June  9.  1815.  (3) 

Lucina,  born  Dec.  22,  1786,  died  unmarried  Jan. 
28,  1873.  (4)  Jonah,  born  Dec.  14,  1788,  married 

.Mice  Smith,  and  resided  in  Providence  until  his 
death.  Sept.  25.  1871,  the  father  of  the  late  Henry 
Jonah  Steere  of  Providence  (whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work).  (^)  Lydia,  born  March 
2^,  1790,  married  Thomas  Westcott,  and  died  in 
1881.  (6)  Hannah  W..  born  July  20,  1792.  died 

Dec.  3.  1867.  (7)  Samuel  was  born  Jan.  29,  1795. 

(8)  Whipple,  born  Oct.  16,  1796,  married  (first) 
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Phebe  Taft,  and  (second)  Sarah,  widow  of 
Thomas  Irons,  and  died  Pel).  23,  1872.  (9)  Job, 

born  Xov.  16,  1799.  married  Amy  Ann  Smith,  and 
died  Oct.  23,  1874;  he  was  the  grandfather  of  Hor- 
ace W'.  Steere,  of  the  firm  of  Arnold  & Steere,  man- 
ufacturing jewelers  at  Providence. 

(V)  Samuel  Steere,  son  of  Deacon  Asa,  horn 
Tan.  29,  1795.  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  the  town 
of  Glocester,  in  1817  purchasing  the  northerly  part 
of  his  father's  farm.  He  married  (first)  June  8, 
1817.  Phehe  iMedlniry,  who  was  born  June  8,  1797, 
and  who  died  April  6,  1834.  His  second  wife,  Sally 
Medhury,  died  Aug.  19,  1851.  Mr.  Steere  married 
(third)  April  9.  1852,  Mrs.  Susan  M.  Congdon, 
nee  iMedhury,  who  died  Feb.  6,  1857,  and  his  fourth 
marriage  was  to  Lucy  M.  Wheaton.  Samuel 
Steere  died  Oct.  4,  1880.  His  children  were: 
James  H.,  born  Oct.  4,  1818,  died  July  12,  1847, 
unmarried;  Albert,  horn  Sept.  22,  1820;  Francis 
A.,  horn  i\larch  21,  1823,  died  Feb.  6,  1843,  tmmar- 
ried : Adaline,  horn  Nov.  24,  1824,  died  July  ii, 
1844:  Sarah,  horn  Feb.  18,  1827,  died  Oct.  12, 
1842:  ]\lar\-.  horn  Aug.  12,  1829,  died  June  12, 
1845;  and  Charles  Frederick,  horn  July  26,  1832, 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Augustus  Steere, 
and  died  i\Iarch  28,  1863,  in  Glocester  (his  widow 
married  (second)  William  Hicks,  and  passed  away 
June  20,  1885). 

(AT)  Albert  Steere,  son  of  Samuel,  was  horn 
in  Glocester,  Sept.  22,  1820,  and  in  early  life  was  a 
sea-faring  man.  After  leaving  the  water  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  mechanical  pursuits  and 
farming.  He  was  a natural  mechanic,  being  able  to 
turn  his  hand  to  almost  anything  in  that  line.  He 
resided  for  a time  in  Providence,  hut  returned  to 
his  native  town  in  the  latter  forties  and  there  died 
Dec.  14.  1859.  He  was  buried  in  a private  ceme- 
tery. Albert  Steere  married,  in  1845,  Hannah  Mc- 
Loughlin.  a native  of  Ireland.  She  married  (sec- 
ond) William  Camm  (now  deceased),  and  resides 
in  Pawtucket.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steere  were:  (i)  Robert  was  horn  Jan.  22,  1846. 
(2)  Phel)e  Jane,  horn  Jan.  25,  1848.  married  Sept. 
5.  1877.  Jonathan  Grmerod,  and  resides  in  Law- 
rance.  Alass.  (3)  Francis,  horn  Alay  18,  1849,  was 
a blacksmith  and  wheelwright,  and  resided  at 
Scitnate.  where  he  died  unmarried  Jan.  2,  1906. 
(4)  Alary  Eliza,  horn  June  ii,  1851.  married  Dec. 
^5-  '^73-  Frank  .8.  llowen,  of  Providence,  and  has 
one  daughter.  Jessie,  living.  (5)  Owen  Eugene, 
horn  Alay  22.  1853.  married  Aug.  6,  1876.  Lillian 
.A.  Ihirgess.  and  was  engaged  at  farming  at  See- 
konk.  Alass..  where  he  died  Nov.  2,  1896.  His 
widow  is  now  the  wife  of  James  P.  Angell  of  Provi- 
dence. Air.  and  Mrs.  Steere  had  these  children: 
Alary  E..  l)orn  Alay  7.  1877,  who  married  Noah 
G.  .'^eddon,  anri  resides  at  Lawrence.  Alass.;  Phehe 
1'..  horn  ( )ct.  24.  1878.  who  married  Howard  N. 
llroun.  and  resides  at  AA'est  Aledford,  Alass.; 
Emma  L..  horn  Alay  20,  t88o;  Hannah  L.,  horn 
June  25,  1882;  TA'a  C..  horn  July  3.  1884,  who 


died  Sept.  5,  1884;  and  Albert,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. 

(VH)  Robert  Steere,  eldest  son  of  Albert, 
was  horn  Jan.  22,  1846,  in  Providence,  and  was  an 
infant  when  his  parents  removed  to  Glocester.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
latter  place,  supplementing  this  by  a term  at  the 
famous  private  academy  of  Jencks  Alowry  at  Alt. 
Pleasant.  After  leaving  school  he  became  a clerk 
in  the  store  of  the  AA’anskuck  Company  and  one 
} ear  later  became  manager  of  the  store,  which  pos- 
sition  he  held  for  seventeen  years,  or  until  1884, 
when  he  resigned  to  become  a member  of  the  firm 
of  E.  AI.  Aldrich  & Co.,  wholesale  grocers.  In  1890 
this  firm  disposed  of  its  business,  and  for  about 
two  years  Air.  Steere  was  connected  with  Wald- 
ron, AVightman  & Co.,  in  the  same  line.  For  the 
past  ten  years  Air.  Steere  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Crefeld  AVaste  & Batting  Co.,  at  Saylesville. 

Mr.  Steere’s  residence  in  Providence  is  at  No.  90 
Camp  street.  On  June  16,  1870,  he  was  married 
to  Josephine  Francis  Stelley,  a native  of  Provi- 
dence, born  Oct.  31,  1849,  daughter  of  Leonard  .;A.. 
and  Alargaret  (Alathewson)  Stelley.  To  this  union 
were  born  two  daughters : Margaret  Evelyn,  born 
Dec.  I.  1875,  married  Oct.  5,  1898,  AValter  F.  Sey- 
mour, who  is  connected  with  the  firm  of  Asa  Peck 
& Co.,  Inc.,  Providence,  and  has  one  child,  Mar- 
garet. born  June  18,  1900;  and  Ethel  Josephine, 
horn  Dec.  14,  1877,  died  Eeh.  20,  1882.  Mr.  AA'al- 
ter  E.  Seymour  is  a native  of  Barrington,  R.  I., 
son  of  Alanuel  Erancis  and  Juliette  L.  (Peck)  Sey- 
mour, and  a nephew  of  Leander  R.  Peck,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Air.  Steere  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
never  sought  public  office.  He  is  not  a member  of 
any  secret  organizations  or  clubs,  being  a man  of 
very  cpiiet,  domestic  tastes.  He  is  greatly  esteemed 
in  the  community. 

RAYMOND  PERRY  COLWELL,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent,  valued  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  the  town  of  Glocester,  was  born 
Aug.  15,  1822,  in  a house  that  stood  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  his  late  residence.  His 
parents  were  George  and  Elizabeth  (Olney)  Col- 
well, and  the  records  of  his  paternal  and  maternal 
ancestors  appear  elsewhere. 

Raymond  P.  Colwell  was  reared  to  the  hard 
work  of  the  farm,  and  he  received  his  education  in 
the  district  school  and  the  famous  Lapham  Insti- 
tute at  North  Scitnate.  The  father  dying  when 
Raymond  P.  was  a small  boy,  and  the  mother  pass- 
ing away  a few  years  later,  the  active  management 
of  the  farm  was  left  to  his  young  shoulders  and  to 
those  of  his  elder  brother,  Harris  AAA  Subsequently 
Raymond  P.  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  farm,  and  he  successfully  carried  on 
general  farming  and  the  buying  and  selling  of 
stock.  Mr.  Colwell  was  married  in  September, 
1850,  to  Lucina  Smith,  born  in  Smithfield.  Jan.  5. 
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1822.  (laughter  of  Alva  and  INIahala  (Olncy)  Smith. 

Alva  Smith  was  born  in  Burrillville  and  after 
his  marriage  removed  to  Smithfield,  finally  return- 
ing to  his  native  town,  where  he  died  in  1842,  aged 
forty-two  years.  Mahala  Olney,  his  wife,  was  born 
Oct.  15,  1791,  and  died  in  her  eighty-ninth  year. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mercy  (Smith) 
Olney,  of  Burrillville,  and  granddaughter  of  John 
and  Lydia  (Steere)  Olney,  the  former  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  who  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  The  youngest  daughter  of  John  and 
Lydia  Olney  was  Elizabeth,  born  April  12,  1788, 
who  married  George  Colwell,  the  father  of  Ray- 
mond P.,  of  this  sketch.  Alva  and  Mahala  Smith 
had  the  following  children:  James  Olney,  who 
married  iMinerva  Thayer,  and  died  in  Burrillville; 
Lucina,  who  is  Mrs.  Raymond  P.  Colwell ; Rhoda 
C.,  unmarried,  who  resides  with  Mrs.  Colwell; 
Henry  Nelson,  who  married  Sarah  Keith,  and  re- 
sided in  Burrillville,  where  he  died ; and  Edwin 
Erancis,  who  married  Sarah  Burlingame,  and  re- 
sided first  in  Burrillville  and  later  at  Neponset, 
111.,  where  he  died. 

!Mr.  and  IMrs.  Colwell  had  one  son,  George  Dal- 
las, born  Sept.  9,  1853,  who  attended  the  Lapham 
Institute  for  two  years,  and  the  Wilbraham  Acad- 
emy, M'ilbraham,  Mass.,  two  years,  and  who  died  in 
February,  1873,  a short  time  previous  to  the  time  he 
was  to  have  graduated. 

Raymond  P.  Colwell  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  took  a deep  and  active  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  party.  He  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  two  years,  and  for  many  years  was 
a member  of  the  town  council,  also  serving  as  as- 
sessor for  many  years.  He  attended  the  Advent 
Church  in  the  neighborhood  and  contributed  liberally 
towards  its  support.  IMr.  Colwell  suft’ered  for  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  death  with  ill  health,  and 
gradually  gave  up  his  farming  operations.  He 
died  Oct.  19,  1897,  and  was  buried  in  a private 
yard  on  his  farm.  He  was  a very  successful  bus- 
iness man  of  sound  judgment  and  high  integrity. 
His  advice  was  much  sought  for  in  business  mat- 
ters. and  he  well  deserved  the  respect  and  high  re- 
gard in  which  he  was  held  by  all  who  knew  him. 

ARNOLD  STAPLES,  one  of  the  venerable 
and  well-known  citizens  of  Smithfield,  residing  at 
Enfield,  where  for  the  T)ast  thirty-seven  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  is  a 
man  who  has  earned  success  and  a high  position  in 
the  regard  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Welcome  Staples,  father  of  Arnold,  was  born  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  was  a ship  carpenter  by 
trade.  His  home  was  in  Providence  but  his  death 
occurred  while  he  was  in  New  York,  and  he  was 
buried  there.  He  married  Phebe  Eddy,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  survived  him  for  many  years,  dying 
April  7,  1864,  in  her  sixty-fourth  year.  She  was 
buried  in  a private  grave}  ard  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field,  about  midway  between  the  village  of  Centre- 


dale  and  Enfield.  There  was  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren born  to  YTlcome  and  Phebe  (Eddy)  Staples, 
the  eldest  being  a son  that  died  in  infancy.  The 
next  was  a daughter,  Joan,  who  married  Jonathan 
Barnes  and  resided  in  Smithfield,  but  later  they  re- 
moved to  Johnston,  where  she  died  at  the  home  of  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Jarvis  Smith.  Arnold  was  the 
youngest. 

Arnold  Staples  was  born  Jan.  13,  1823,  in  Provi- 
dence, and  was  about  four  years  old  when  his  fa- 
ther died.  When  he  was  about  one  year  of  age  his 
mother  moved  to  Creystone,  and  resided  at  the 
home  of  her  brother,  Ambrose  Eddy.  Young  Ar- 
nold had  a district  school  education  and  was  reared 
to  farm  work.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  he  began 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  family  and  engaged  at 
mill  work  for  a number  of  years.  Some  time  after 
his  marriage  he  worked  at  butchering,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  several  other  lines  of  business  until  Oct  i, 
1869,  when  he  entered  upon  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  since  successfully  followed,  be- 
ing one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest,  active  un- 
dertakers in  the  State.  He  has  been  a resident  of 
Enfield  since  1855.  and  in  i860  built  his  present 
home. 

Mr.  Staples  is  a Democrat,  and  represented  the 
town  of  Smithfield  two  terms  in  the  General  As- 
sembly to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In 
fraternal  connection  he  is  a member  of  Temple 
Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Greenville. 

In  Smithfield,  June  30,  1842,  Mr.  Stajiles  was 
married  to  Susan  R.  Thornton,  born  May  17,  1819, 
a native  of  Scituate,  and  a daughter  of  Jenckes 
Thornton.  Mrs.  Staples  died  Dec.  10,  1877.  She 
hore  her  husband  three  children:  John  A.,  horn 
Oct.  24,  1843,  who  died  June  20,  1847;  Andrew  J., 
horn  July  25,  1849,  ''’I'*®  1858;  and 

Mary  Elizabeth,  who  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Staples 
for  his  second  wife  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  R. 
Walker,  who  is  now  deceased. 

Besides  his  own  children,  Mr.  Staples  brought 
up  from  infancy  Allison  A.  Thornton,  who  later 
was  adopted  and  bore  the  name  of  his  foster  par- 
ents. Upon  him  they  bestowed  great  care  and 
devotion,  which  he  reciprocated  in  every  way.  He 
was  for  many  years  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  undertaking  business,  but  later  became  a sta- 
tionary engineer,  and  followed  that  occupation  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  May  8,  1903,  in  his 
fortieth  year.  He  was  a member  of  Temple  Lodge. 
A.  E.  & A.  M.,  at  Greenville,  in  which  he  had 
served  as  master.  He  married  Nellie  Greene,  who 
survives  him  and  resides  at  Graniteville,  in  the  town 
of  Johnston.  'Mr.  and  IMrs.  Allison  A.  Staples  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  bright,  exemplary  and 
promising  young  men:  (i)  Henry  A.  graduated 
from  the  school  at  Enfield,  and  Bryant  & Stratton  s 
Business  College,  and  is  a bookkeeper  at  Provi- 
dence. (2)  Frank  had  the  same  advantages  as  his 
brother  and  is  also  a bookkeeper.  (3)  George 
graduated  from  the  Summer  street  high  school  in 
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Providence  with  high  honors,  and  is  studying  civil 
engineering. 

Arnold  Staples  is  an  unusually  vigorous  man 
for  his  years,  one  whose  activity  is  such  as  might 
be  found  in  a man  twenty  years  his  junior.  He  is 
well  to  do,  self-made,  and  stands  high  in  the  regard 
of  his  fellow  men. 

GILBERT  F.  WHIPPLE,  a well-known  citi- 
zen of  the  town  of  Burrillville,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  yarns  for  knit  goods 
and  cassimeres,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
earliest  families  in  this  section  of  Rhode  Island. 
i\Ir.  W hipple  is  a descendant  of  the  ninth  genera- 
tion from  John  W'hipple,  the  earliest  known  an- 
cestor of  this  family  in  America,  who  is  of  record 
at  Providence  in  T’659.  From  John  Wdiipple  the 
line  of  de.scent  is  through  Samuel,  son  of  John, 
Thomas.  Daniel,  Jonathan,  Stephen.  Ziba  and 
Charles  H..  a more  detailed  record  of  this  family 
appearing  in  another  part  of  this  publication. 

Charles  H.  W'hipple,  son  of  Ziba  and  IMary 
iMowTv  (Sayles)  Whipple,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1823, 
in  Burrillville,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Smithfield  Seminary,  North  Scituate. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  entered  his 
brother  Daniel's  factory,  where  he  was  employed 
until  1852.  when  he  and  his  brother,  Sterry,  leased 
the  mill  from  Daniel  and  continued  the  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  S.  & C.  H.  Whipple.  Thev 
manufactured  satinets  and  did  an  extensive  busi- 
ness for  those  times,  being  successful  in  a marked 
degree.  At  the  expiration  of  four  years  Charles 
.sold  his  interest  to  his  brother,  who  continued  to 
conduct  the  btisiness,  taking  his  brothers,  fames 
and  John,  into  the  business  with  him.  Charles 
then,  in  1856,  bought  the  Plainville  mill  of  David 
Mathewson.  who  erected  it  in  1847,  began  the 
manufacture  of  fancy  cassimeres.  He  continued 
the  business  alone  until  1873,  when  F.  R.  WBiite  & 
Co.  leased  the  mill.  iMr.  Whipple  then  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  the  management  of  his  mill  at 
Smimonsville.  now  Thornton,  R.  L,  which  Mr. 
W hippie  had  been  operating  for  some  years.  He 
continued  the  operation  of  tlie  latter  mill  until  about 
1882,  when  he  disj)osed  of  this  property,  and,  re- 
tiring with  an  ample  fortune,  continued  to  reside 
in  Providence,  which  was  his  home  for  some  years, 
and  there  died  Oct.  22,  1885,  and  was  buried  at 
Swan  Point.  He  was  the  owner  of  a large  farm  in 
Burrillville,  where  he  spent  some  of  his  time,  al- 
though he  had  .some  one  to  look  after  the  general 
management  of  the  farm  work.  Some  of  this 
property,  now  owned  bv  Gilbert  F.  MTipple,  has 
never  been  out  of  the  family  name.  l\Tr.  Wbipple 
never  held  any  public  position,  except  local  town  of- 
fices. although  he  was  often  requested  to  allow  the 
use  of  his  name  as  a candidate.  He  was  a member 
of  tbe  Republican  party  from  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization. formerly  having  been  a Whig.  He  was 
verv  well  known  in  business  circles  and  was  a man 
of  high  character  and  integrity.  Mr.  Whipple  was 


married  April  22,  1854,  in  Burrillville,  by  the  Rev. 
Gardner  Clarke,  of  that  town,  to  Adaline,  daugh- 
ter of  Jeremiah  and  Celia  ( Eddy)  Smith,  of  Bur- 
rillville, and  one  son  was  born  to  this  union : Gil- 
bert Francis.  ]Mrs.  Whipple  was  married  (second) 
June  17,  1890,  to  Judge  William  B.  Beach,  of 
Providence,  and  he  died  Jan.  9.  1898,  his  widow 
being  a resident  of  that  city. 

Gilbert  Francis  M'hipple  was  born  in  Bunill- 
ville,  April  12,  1855,  and  was  but  a boy  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Providence,  he  completing  his 
education  in  Mowry  & Goff's  English  and  Classical 
school  in  that  city.  He  entered  his  father's  mill  at 
Simmonsville  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  was 
there  employed  for  some  time,  acquiring  a good 
knowledge  of  the  textile  business.  Later  he  was 
employed  in  a mill  at  Lovellsville,  Mass.,  operated 
by  his  uncle,  James  Whipple,  and  remained  there 
until  1879,  when  he  succeeded  F.  R.  White  & Co., 
in  the  management  of  the  mill  at  Plainville.  One 
year  later  John  S.  Walling  was  admitted  into  part- 
nership, under  the  firm  name  of  Whipple  & Wall- 
ing. the  business  being  continued  until  the  fall  of 
1887.  For  a time  Mr.  Whipple  was  connected  with 
the  firm  of  W.  F.  Esten  & Co.,  who  were  operat- 
ing the  Plainville  mill,  but  in  1893  succeeded  them 
and  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business. 

Gilbert  F.  Whipple  was  married  April  26,  1893. 
in  Burrillville,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  J.  White,  to 
Marion  Louise  Remington,  of  that  town,  daughter 
of  DeM’itt  C.  and  Emma  (Harris)  Remington,  and 
to  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  son.  Charles 
Henry,  Feb.  17,  1894.  ]\Ir.  Whipple  is  a Republi- 

can in  his  religious  views,  but  has  never  cared  for 
public  office.  He  is  a member  of  no  organizations 
or  societies,  being  of  a quiet,  retiring  manner.  He 
has  a wide  acquaintance,  and  is  a worthy  represen- 
tative of  an  old  and  honored  family. 

EUGENE  F.  CROWNINSHIELD,  a well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  and  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  at  Abbott  Run.  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  was  born  near  the  Massachusetts 
line,  in  that  town,  July  30,  1843,  and  belongs  to  a 
family  which  is  of  old  and  honorable  standing  in 
America. 

There  came  to  Boston  toward  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century  one  Dr.  John  Kaspar  Richter 
\’on  Kronenshelt,  who  was  of  a family  of  Upper 
Saxonv,  Germany.  Family  tradition  states  that 
while  a student  in  the  College  of  Leipzig,  Saxony, 
he  had  a quarrel  with  a comrade  which  resulted  in 
his  being  obliged  to  flee  his  country,  and  he  ar- 
rived at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  t688.  There  he  entered 
upon  the  professional  duties  of  physician,  which  he 
continued  until  the  end  of  his  days,  his  reputation 
extending  beyond  Boston  even  as  far  as  Lvnn, 
where  at  one  time  he  was  called  to  attend  Miss 
Elizabeth  .Mien.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (CliffonD  Allen,  who  resided  near  what 
WPS  known  as  Lvnn  Mineral  Snrings.  The  skill  of 
Dr.  \'on  Kronenshelt  restored  her  to  health,  and 
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the  result  of  his  visit  was  an  offer  of  marriage, 
which  was  accepted,  and  on  Dec.  5,  1694,  the  wed- 
ding occurred.  At  tlie  date  of  his  marriage  it  is 
supposed  lie  was  about  fifty  years  of  age.  They 
resided  for  a brief  period  at  Lynn,  with  the  parents 
of  his  wife,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Boston, 
where  he  continued  in  practice,  and  where  he  died 
Dec.  19,  1711.  His  children  were:  John,  born 
Jan.  19,  1696;  Clifford,  Dec.  10,  1699;  Elizabeth, 
June  3,  1706;  and  Richard,  Dec.  28,  1708. 

The  name  became  Anglicized  and  the  spelling 
was  changed  to  the  present  orthography,  Crownin- 
shield.  The  family  has  been  continued  in  and  about 
Boston,  where  a number  have  been  merchants  and 
ship-owners,  engaged  largely  in  foreign  trade.  Rec- 
ords show  that  this  family  was  well  represented  in 
the  Revolution  from  the  locality  named,  and  a 
branch  of  it  located  in  Marblehead.  Without  hav- 
ing definitely  traced  a connection  between  the  Bos- 
ton and  Rhode  Island  families,  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able that  one  exists. 

Richard  Crowninshield,  a distiller,  died  in  Provi- 
dence, Sept.  2,  T744.  The  Christian  name  of  his 
wife  was  Elizabeth,  and  their  children  were: 
James,  born  Feb.  21,  1736;  Richard,  Aug.  4,  1739; 
Sarah,  July  24,  1741 ; and  Bethia,  July  30,  1744. 

A Richard  Crowninshield,  of  Cumberland,  R.  T., 
was  married  at  Attleboro,  March  16,  1786,  to  Zil- 
pha  Robinson,  of  that  town. 

Eben  Crowninshield,  son  of  Richard,  made  his 
home  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where  he  owned 
and  operated  land  near  the  Massachusetts  line.  He 
married  Rachel  Gilmore  (of  the  famous  Gilmore 
family  of  musicians  and  related  to  the  leader  of  the 
famous  Gilmore  Band),  and  their  children  were: 
Samuel.  Richard,  Mary,  Hannah,  William,  Rheu- 
mah,  Eliza  and  Avery. 

William  Crowninshield,  born  July  3,  1815,  son  of 
Eben,  spent  his  whole  life  in  the  town  of  Cumber- 
land, his  occupation  being  along  agricultural  lines. 
His  death  occurred  Jan.  7,  1904,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
but  he  never  took  anything  more  than  a good  citi- 
zen’s interest  in  such  matters.  He  was  married 
July  3,  1839,  to  Amanda  P.  Weatherhead,  born  in 
December,  1816,  daughter  of  Whipple  Weather- 
head,  and  their  children  were:  Charles  W.,  born 
Jan.  27,  1840,  resides  in  Sheldonville,  Mass.; 

George  W.,  born  Oct.  19,  1841,  is  now  a resident 
of  Kansas ; Eugene  F.  is  mentioned  below ; Henry 
H.,  born  July  24,  1846,  resides  at  Attleboro,  Mass. ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Hosea  Brown,  resides  at  Lonsdale, 
R.  I.;  Harriet  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John 
IMetcalf:  IMary.  wife  of  Conrad  W.  Cook,  resides 
on  the  old  Cook  homestead ; and  Ella  G.,  is  the  wife 
of  James  Baxtor.  The  mother  of  this  family  also 
died  on  the  homestead,  Dec.  30,  1903,  within  a 
week  of  her  husband,  beside  whom  she  was  buried. 
She  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Eugene  Francis  Crowninshield,  born  July  30, 
1843,  remained  at  home  until  his  sixteenth  year. 


acquiring  his  education  in  the  local  schools.  He 
then  went  to  Diamond  Hill  and  became  a clerk  in 
a grocery  store,  and  after  gaining  sufficient  ex- 
perience embarked  in  a general  mercantile  business, 
which  he  conducted  very  successfully  for  a consid- 
erable period,  and  also  for  a part  of  this  time  was 
assistant  postmaster.  After  closing  out  his  mer- 
cantile interests  he  settled  down  down  to  fantiing, 
having  secured  a tract  of  fifty  acres  near  Abbott’s 
Run,  which  formerly  was  the  property  of  the 
Thompson  family,  and  here  he  has  remained  ever 
since,  adding  a large  dairy  business  to  his  other 
pursuits.  He  has  a valuable  property  here,  where 
he  has  expended  considerable  money  in  making  ex- 
tensive improvements. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  was -united  in  marriage  in 
the  town  of  Cumberland,  Jan.  28,  1885.  to  Alice 
J.  Carpenter,  a most  estimable  lady,  and  a daughter 
of  William  Carpenter. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  is  independent  in  politics, 
but  he  is  interested  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare 
of  his  neighborhood,  and  for  nine  years  he  con- 
sented to  serve  as  a member  of  the  school  board. 
His  main  interests,  however,  are  along  agricultural 
lines,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
Pomona  Grange,  with  which  they  have  been  con- 
nected for  many  years.  He  was  Master  of  the 
subordinate  Grange  for  five  years  and  iMaster  of 
the  Pomona  for  three  years. 

ALPHONSE  GAULIN,  Sr.,  who  for  forty  or 
more  years  has  been  a resident  of  Woonsocket,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  city,  is  one  of  the 
largest  dealers  in  real  estate  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  among  his  holdings  being  the  Commercial 
block  on  IMain  street,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
Social  district.  Mr.  Gaulin  is  a native  of  Canada, 
born  at  St.  Hugues,  in  the  district  of  Bagot,  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  Nov.  16,  1845. 

The  Gaulin  family  is  of  French  descent,  and 
many  generations  have  made  their  home  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  where  the  founder  of  the 
family  on  this  continent  settled.  Nicholas  Gaulin, 
father  of  Alphonse,  was  born  at  St.  Antoine, 
Quebec,  July  28,  1818,  and  was  there  educated, 
growing  to  manhood  on  a farm.  In  1837  he  set- 
tled in  the  United  States,  crossing  the  border  to 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  where  he  found  employment,  and 
later  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  After  some  time 
there  he  returned  to  his  native  country  and  settled 
at  St.  iMarcel,  in  the  district  of  Richelieu,  where 
he  followed  tanning,  and  later  farming  and  store- 
keeping. He  was  also  interested  in  buying  and 
selling  farming  property  in  that  section.  In  Nov- 
ember, 1866.  with  his  wife  and  family,  he  came  to 
Rhode  Island,  locating  in  Woonsocket,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
services  were  secured  by  tbe  Harris  Company  in 
developing  real  estate,  and  in  securing  mill  hel]) 
for  the  fast  growing  industries  of  M’oonsocket, 
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and  he  also  engaged  in  the  horse  business,  buying 
horses  in  Canada  and  shipj^ing  them  by  the  car- 
load to  Rhode  Island  and  nearby  States.  He  dealt 
in  stock,  hay  and  grain.  He  was  among  the  first 
real  estate  dealers  in  the  Social  district,  and  built 
the  IMercoux,  Girard  and  Gaulin  Blocks  on  Cum- 
berland street.  He  owned  what  is  known  as 
the  Gobeille  Block,  which  embraces  six  stores  and 
twelve  tenements.  He  was  a man  of  enterprise 
and  progressive  ideas,  and  took  a great  interest  in 
W oonsocket.  Besides  his  other  interests  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  some  time, 
and  a stockholder  and  director  in  the  Woonsocket 
Lair  Grounds.  He  was  appointed  a member  of  the 
board  of  health,  and  was  connected  with  several 
Lrench  societies.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a 
Republican. 

i\Ir.  Gaulin  died  at  his  home  on  Cum- 
berland street,  Woonsocket,  April  27,  1900,  being 
buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Precious  Blood  par- 
ish, of  which  parish  he  and  his  family  were  faith- 
ful members.  i\Ir.  Gaulin  was  married  in  1840,  in 
his  native  home,  to  Marie  Lemothe,  a native  of 
St.  Rosalie,  Quebec.  She  proved  a true  and  faith- 
ful wife  and  mother,  and  good  Christian  woman. 
IMrs.  Gaulin  died  at  her  home,  Jan.  7,  1899,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  ten  months,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Precious  Blood.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children : Saraphine, 

widow  of  Joseph  Lemire,  resides  in  Worcester, 
i\lass.;  Alphonse;  Misael ; Marie  married  Joseph 
Champigny;  Justine  married  and  died  in  Canada; 
Gedeon,  a priest,  resides  at  St.  Cecilp  de  Whitton, 
Quebec;  and  three  children  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Gaulin  married  for  his  second  wife  Marie  Syl- 
vestre.  He  left  thirty-five  grandchildren  and  ten 
great-grandchildren. 

Alphonse  Gaulin,  Sr.,  was  educated  in  the 
Ih-ovince  of  Quebec,  and  worked  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  the  family  came  to  the  United  States. 
After  coming  to  W’oonsocket  he  was  employed  in 
the  mills  for  a short  time,  and  later  became  a clerk 
in  the  grocery  store  of  D.  Sylvestre,  there  spending- 
five  years.  In  1872  he  bought  the  grocery  business 
of  ]\lr.  Sylvestre  on  Social  street,  and  for  a period 
of  fourteen  years  be  successfully  conducted  a busi- 
ness in  that  locality.  In  1884  he  embarked  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  company  with  Joseph 
Bouvier,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bouvier  & Gaulin, 
and  the  firm  operated  extensively,  buying  hundreds 
of  acres  in  Woonsocket,  principally  on  the  Man- 
ville  Road,  Pleasant  View,  Bernon  and  Clinton 
streets.  By  their  enterprise  they  built  up  a large 
portion  of  these  sections,  and  also  at  tlie  place  now 
known  as  Vhlla  Nova,  the  name  given  l)v  them  to 
the  Bernon  land.  Mr.  Gaulin  also  built,  in  com- 
])any  with  others,  the  Commercial  Building,  i\lain 
street,  which  is  one  of  the  very  finest  stores  and 
office  blocks  in  Woonsocket.  Mr.  Gaulin  is  a man 
of  public  .s])irit  and  enterprise,  and  has  done  much 
to  build  u])  the  city  of  his  ado])tion.  He  built  a 


fine  dwelling  house  on  the  summit  of  Pleasant 
View,  the  finest  home  in  that  section  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Gaulin  is  still  active,  and  gives  all  of  his  time 
to  his  real  estate  interests.  He  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, always  supporting  the  principles  of  the  party. 
He  was  tax  collector  of  Woonsocket  from  1889 
1892.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank,  and  also  a member 
of  tbe  board  of  investments.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  St.  Ann’s  Catholic  Church,  r>f 
which  he  is  a trustee. 

Mr.  Gaulin  married  in  Woonsocket,  in  1873, 
Miss  Elmire  Mercoux,  of  St.  Barthelemi,  County 
Berthier,  Quebec,  daughter  of  Felix  Mercoux,  and 
these  children  have  been  born  to  the  union:  Al- 
phonse, Jr. ; Gustave  A.  married  Alva  Chasse,  and 
has  one  child,  Fiorina ; Gedeon,  at  home ; Fiorina 
married  E.  J.  Daignault,  a lawyer  of  Woonsocket, 
and  has  three  children,  Fiorina,  Marguerite  and 
Bernendette ; Joseph  R. ; Esperelda,  wife  of  Dr. 
Aldebert  Monty,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  has  one 
child,  Esperelda ; Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Leandre 
Charbonneau,  of  W'oonsocket ; Blanche  ; Albert ; 
Bertha ; and  two  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Gaulin 
gave  all  his  children  excellent  educations,  his  sons 
being  educated  at  the  Sherbrooke  College,  Quebec, 
and  the  daughters  at  the  Convent  of  Jesus  Mary, 
Fall  River. 

Alphonse  Gaulin,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Woonsocket, 
i\iay  24,  1874.  He  attended  school  in  Woonsocket, 
Sherbrooke  College,  the  Jesuit  College  in  Montreal, 
and  graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in 

1896.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar 
the  same  year,  and  practiced  his  profession  until 
1905,  in  partnership  with  Adelard  Archambault. 
ex-lieutenant  governor.  Mr.  Gaulin  is  a Republi- 
can. He  was  elected  coroner  of  Woonsocket  in 

1897,  and  served  until  1902,  when  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city,  an  office  he  held  until  the  fall 
of  1905,  when  he  was  appointed  consul  to  Havre, 
France,  by  President  Roosevelt. 

Mr.  Gaulin  was  married  in  Montreal,  Sept.  12, 
1905,  to  Miss  Marguerite  H.  Steele,  daughter  of 
the  late  Thomas  E.  Steele,  a prominent  barrister 
of  Montreal.  They  have  one  daughter.  Mr. 
Gaulin  is.  a member  of  the  Woonsocket  Lodge  of 
Elks,  and  of  the  Circle  Rationale  Dramatique.  He 
belongs  to  St.  Ann’s  Church. 

HERBERT  SWALLOW,  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  popular  voung  business  men  of  North 
Providence,  is  another  one  of  that  town’s  men  to 
gain  success  through  individual  efforts.  His  pro.s- 
perous  ice  business,  established  by  him,  has  en- 
joyed a steady  and  constant  growth.  He  is  a son 
of  Edward  Makin  and  Mary  Ann  (Dobson)  Swal- 
low. and  was  born  in  Providence,  Oct.  2,  1865. 

Edward  Makin  Swallow  was  a native  of  Man- 
chester, England,  son  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
Swallow,  and  learned  the  trade  of  painter  and  pa- 
])er  hanger  in  his  native  city.  He  came  from  ]\Ian- 
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Chester  to  Providence  about  1859,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  their  eldest  child.  They  made  that 
city  their  home,  he  being  engaged  ^t  his  trade  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  March  i,  1893,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  due  to  lead  poisoning,  con- 
tracted at  his  work.  He  was  a hard-working  man, 
an  excellent  workman,  and  was  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. He  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife  and 
the  mother  of  all  his  children  being  Mary  Ann 
Dobson,  a native  of  Manchester,  England.  She 
died  in  Providence,  July  24,  187^  aged  forty-two 
years.  The  second  wife  of  Edward  M.  Swallow 
was  Margaret  Vanini,  who  survived  him.  Mr. 
Swallow’s  children,  all  born  in  Providence  ex- 
cept the  eldest,  were:  Eliza  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  M.  Martin,  and  resides  in  Paw- 
tucket; Charles  Albert,  who  married  Erancena  L 
Campbell,  and  resides  in  North  Providence;  Har- 
riet S.,  who  married  Charles  Snell,  of  Providence, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Mildred  I. ; Herbert ; James 
E.,  residing  in  North  Providence,  who  married 
INlary  Rigney,  and  has  one  son,  James  E.,  Jr.; 
Frederick,  residing  in  North  Providence,  who  mar- 
ried Minnie  Roberts,  and  has  five  children,  Mary 
E.  (deceased),  Frederic  George,  Etta  May  and 
Everette  Roberts  (twins,  the  latter  being  deceased) 
and  Albert  Chester;  and  Edward  Makin,  Jr.,  who 
married  Lillian  A.  Hutchinson,  who  died  July  18, 
1904  (he  resides  in  Providence). 

Herbert  Swallow  spent  his  boyhood  in  Provi- 
dence, and  his  educational  advantages  were  very 
limited  indeed,  he  leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  The  family  being  large,  and  the 
father  earning  the  living  by  day  laboring,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  children  should  go  to  work 
as  soon  as  possible.  When  eleven  years  old  Her- 
bert Swallow  was  employed  in  the  office  of  Thomas 
Burton,  a coal  and  wood  dealer  of  Providence,  as 
an  errand  boy.  Later  he  was  employed  at  the 
Allen  Print  Works,  and  after  leaving  there  spent 
three  years  in  the  factory  of  the  American  Screw 
Company.  Never  being  idle,  and  of  an  economical 
turn,  he  had,  by  this  time,  saved  enough  from  his 
wages  to  establish  a milk  route,  which  he  conducted 
from  the  Daniel  Lyman  farm,  on  Metcalf  avenue. 
North  Providence,  which  he  rented.  In  this  bus- 
iness he  prospered  from  the  start,  and  later  he  re- 
moved to  larger  quarters — the  Dr.  Millar  place  on 
Fruit  Hill — where  he  resided  until  June,  1888, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  home,  the  John  D. 
Weld  place,  located  about  one  mile  north  of  Wood- 
ville,  on  Douglas  avenue.  The  original  tract  con- 
sisted of  thirty  acres,  but  Mr.  Swallow  has  since 
purchased  the  Hall  and  Gleason  farms  adjoining 
and  he  now  owns  al)Out  seventy-two  acres,  and  is 
one  of  the  heavy  tax  payers  of  the  town.  He  has 
made  a heavy  outlay  in  expense  in  improving  his 
home,  and  has  one  of  the  most  pleasant  places  in 
the  town  . He  continued  in  the  milk  business  until 
March,  1903,  when  he  disposed  of  this  branch  of 
his  business  to  attend  to  his  ice  business,  which  he 


had  established  in  1899,  and  which  had  grown  so 
rapidly  as  to  require  his  entire  attention.  The 
product  is  cut  from  the  Wenscott  Reservoir  ad- 
joining his  farm,  and  each  year  he  has  been  in 
business  he  has  been  compelled  to  add  to  his  stor- 
age capacity.  Mr.  Swallow  does  a wholesale  and 
retail  business,  seven  wagons  being  required  to 
handle  his  output.  He  is  a man  of  unfailing  cour- 
tesy, and  his  square  and  honorable  business  meth- 
ods deserve  the  reward  given  to  them. 

In  politics  Mr.  Swallow  is  a Republican,  ami 
since  1903  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  is  a member  of  Loyal  Victoria  Lodge, 
No.  6593,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Manchester  Unity.  He  is 
a self-made  man,  and  his  success  may  be  attrib- 
uted to  his  hard  work,  his  economy,  business  judg- 
ment, and  upright  methods.  His  various  enter- 
prises have  made  him  very  well  acquainted  all 
throughout  this  section  of  the  State,  and  wherever 
known  he  is  very  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 
In  his  public  life  he  is  well  known,  and  his  efforts 
in  behalf  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  while  in  the 
council,  have  added  to  his  already  large  circle  of 
friends. 

ALPHONSO  E.  STEERE,  a well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  residing  near  Georgiaville, 
in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  is  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Steere,  the  first  of 
the  name  to  come  to  this  country  from  England. 
The  early  records  of  the  family  being  given  at 
length  elsewhere  there  follows  the  lineage  of  IMr. 
Steere  in  outline  only,  from  the  John  Steere  before 
mentioned. 

(I)  John  Steere,  born  in  England  in  1634,  came 
to  Rhode  Island  in  1660.  He  married  Hannah 
Wickenden. 

(H)  Thomas  Steere,  son  of  John,  married 
(first)  Mary  Arnold,  and  (second)  Mehitable, 
widow  of  Samuel  Plummer. 

(HI)  Hon.  Thomas  Steere,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Arnold)  Steere,  married  (first)  Katherine 
Comstock,  and  (second)  Mercy  Aldrich. 

(IV)  Elisha  Steere,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Katherine  (Comstock)  Steere,  was  married  (first) 
to  Amy  Aldrich,  (second)  to  Penelope  Steere,  and 
(third)  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Mowry,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Abigail  Sayles. 

(V)  Stephen  Steere,  son  of  Elisha  and  his 
third  wife,  married  Sarah  Harris,  and  they  were 
grandparents  of  Alphonso  E.  Steere. 

(VI)  Robert  Harris  Steere  was  born  March 
27,  1818,  in  Smithfield,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  at  the  Smithville  Semin- 
ary, North  Scituate.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work, 
and  as  a young  man,  being  well  educated,  he  at 
times  supplied  for  his  brother,  Martin  J.,  who  was 
a school  teacher,  Robert  H.  taking  charge  of  the 
school  during  the  occasional  absence  of  the  brother. 
Iffevious  to  his  marriage  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
company  store  of  the  Georgia  Cotton  Manufactur- 
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ing-  Conipanv,  at  Cieorgiaville,  and  while  there 
employed  he  was  married.  About  two  years  later 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  and  conducted 
a store  for  several  years  in  Georgiaville,  after 
which  he  sold  out  and  for  a time  was  engaged 
at  farm  work  in  that  vicinity.  Later  he  removed 
to  Greenville,  where  he  was  engaged  at  farm  work 
part  of  the  time,  being  in  the  employ  of  the  late 
\\'illiam  Winsor.  Subsequently  he  became  a clerk 
in  the  employ  of  Christopher  Vaughn,  who  con- 
ducted a mill  and  store  at  Spragueville.  When  he 
left  the  employ  of  Mr.  \'aughn  he  again  took  up 
farm  work,  purchasing  from  George  W.  iMowry 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  the 
property  being  known  as  the  “Phillip  Sweet 
place" ; there  he  resided  the  rest  of  his  life,  and 
died  Oct.  II,  1874,  being  killed  by  a fall  in  his 
barn.  He  was  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on 
the  Stephen  Steere  farm,  near  Stillwater. 

Mr.  Steere  was  a stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  was  a strong  advocate  of  tem- 
perance. He  was  a good  citizen,  an  industrious 
man,  and  a kind  husband  and  father. 

On  Dec.  19,  1844,  Air.  Steere  was  married,  in 
Scituate,  by  Elder  Reuben  Allen,  to  Ann  Eliza 
Glark,  who  was  born  April  30,  1823,  in  Smith- 
field,  daughter  of  John  and  Amey  (Sayles) 
Clark.  John  Clark  died  June  i,  1829,  and  Amey, 
his  wife,  died  Sept.  12,  1873.  They  had  four 
children,  Amey,  Adah,  John,  aixl  Ann  Eliza. 
Airs.  Steere  is  still  a resident  of  Georgiaville. 
This  union  was  blessed  by  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren: (i)  Amey  Clark,  horn  Oct.  31,  1845, 

came  the  second  wife  of  Charles  A.  Sherman,  an 
overseer  of  weaving.  Mr.  Sherman  died  in 
Georgiaville  April  18,  1887.  (2)  Edward  Smith, 

born  Oct.  16,  1848,  died  Sept.  8,  1852.  (3)  Elisha 

Dexter,  born  April  12,  1850,  died  Oct.  30,  1873. 

(4)  Alphonso  Estella  was  born  July  26,  1852. 

(5)  Alandilla  Alelissa,  born  Jan.  15,  1855,  is  Airs. 

George  Hunt,  of  Smithfield.  (6)  Ella  Alaria,  born 
in  October,  1857,  died  Eeb.  28,  1859.  (7)  Irena 

Ervilla,  born  Feb.  19,  1861,  married  Alarshall 
Latham,  who  died  in  Alay,  1905,  at  Arlington, 
R.  1.  One  daughter,  Jeanette  Irena,  was  horn  to 
them. 

(\TI)  Alphonso  E.  Steere  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Georgiaville,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools.  He  was  brought  up  to 
farm  work,  lived  at  home,  and  assisted  his  father 
in  the  management  of  the  farm,  while  after  the 
death  of  the  latter  he  managed  the  farm  for  his 
mother  until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  place.  He  has  a 
tract  of  eighty-seven  acres,  and  is  engaged  at 
general  farming  and  dairying,  also  operating  a re- 
tail milk  route  in  Georgiaville  and  neighboring 
villages;  the  route  was  established  by  Air.  Steere 
about  a dozen  years  ago. 

On  June  20,  1876,  Air.  Steere  was  married  in 
Providence  to  Alary  Frances  Alellen,  who  was  born 


Dec.  5,  1853,  in  Willimantic,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Ellen  (Leonard)  Alellen,  but  has  been 
a resident  of  Georgiaville  since  the  age  of  five 
years.  The  children  born  to  them  number  six; 

(i)  Robert  Elisha,  born  Alarch  7,  1878,  married 
Clara  Burtonshaw,  and  resides  at  Woonsocket, 
where  he  is  holding  the  responsible  position  of 
chief  engineer  in  the  Grove  mill.  He  has  one 
son,  Robert  Burton,  born  Alarch  ii,  1903.  Air. 
Steere  belongs  to  Alorning  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 

A.  AI.,  at  Woonsocket,  to  the  Knights  Templars, 
and  the  Alystic  Shrine.  . (2)  Winfield  Scott,  born 
June  21,  1880,  graduated  from  the  high  school  at 
St.  Paul,  Alinn.  He  is  a telegraph  operator  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  States  Government  in  the 
Philippines.  (3)  John  Edward,  born  April  29, 
1882,  married  Florence  Livesy,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Thelma,  born  in  July,  1904,  and  Arthur, 
born  in  August,  1905.  John  E.  Steere  is  an 
electrical  engineer  at  the  electric  light  station, 

F ranklin,  Alass.  He  is  a member  of  Alorning  Star 
Lodge,  A.  F.  ,&  A.  AI.  (4)  Oscar  Harris,  born 
April  4,  1884,  is  at  home.  He  is  a member  of 
Temple  Lodge.  (5)  Alphonso  Potter  was  bom 
Alay  25,  1887.  (6)  Alildred  E.,  born  Sept.  6, 

1890,  is  attending  the  English  high  school  at  Provi- 
dence. 

Air.  Steere  in  his  political  views  is  a Republi- 
can, and  he  has  since  1903  been  acting  as  highway 
surveyor,  a capacity  in  which  he  had  served  some 
years  previously.  He  is  a member  of  Temple 
Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  at  Greenville,  in 
which  he  has  held  various  offices.  Air.  Steere,  his 
wife  and  three  of  his  children  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Georgiaville,  and  he  is  serving 
on  the  executive  board  and  is  a valued  member  of 
the  society.  Air.  and  Airs.  Steere  are  the  parents  of 
a bright  and  most  creditable  family  of  children,  and 
they  all  well  merit  the  high  esteem  and  regard  in 
which  they  are  held  by  their  acquaintances. 

HERBERT  AI.  WILSON,  a well  known  citi- 
zen and  business  man,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  yarn  and  shoddy  near  Bridgeton,  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville,  descends  from  an  early  settled 
New  England  family. 

David  Wilson,  the  great-grandfather  of  Her- 
bert AT.  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  the  town  of 
Thompson,  Conn.,  and  there  died.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  bearing  him  seven  children. 
His  second  wife  was  Airs.  Judith  Greene  (the 
mother  of  seven  children  by  a previous  marriage), 
who  bore  him  one  child,  James,  the  grandfather  of  L 
Herbert  AT  . Y K 

James  Wilson  was  born  Sept.  14,  1782,  in 
Thompson,  Conn.,  and  when  a young  man  went  to 
A\Tst  Dedham,  Alass.,  where  relatives  resided,  and  - 
where  he  spent  a few  years,  being  engaged  at  1 
farm  labor.  Returning  to  Thompson,  he  met  the 
lady  who  later  became  his  wife,  she  having  gone  f 
there  on  a visit.  She  being  the  only  child  of  her  I 
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parents,  after  their  marriage  they  settled  on  the 
farm  of  the  latter  in  ilurrillville,  and  there  resided 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  successfully  following  an 
extensive  farming  business.  Hr.  Wilson  died  there 
iNlay  15,  1865.  James  H'ilson  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Granite  National  Bank,  and  served 
as  director  thereof  for  many  years,  tie  was  also 
a director  of  the  Smithtield  National  Bank  at 
Slatersville,  of  which  his  father-in-law  was  an  or- 
ganizer and  director.  Deborah  Ross,  his  wife,  was 
born  Nov.  2,  1794,  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia 
(iMowry)  Ross,  of  Burrillville,  and  she  died  May 
14.  1868.  The  children  of  James  and  Deborah 
(Ross)  Wilson  were:  (i)  Lydia  A.,  born  Sept. 
20,  1811,  married  (first)  James  Carroll,  and  (sec- 
ond)'Jesse  Ormsbee,  and  died  in  Providence,  Feb. 
10,  1885.  (2)  William  R.,  born  Jan.  24,  1815, 

received  his  education  in  the  district  school  and  an 
academy  at  Oxford.  ]ylass..  and  when  a young 
man  went  to  iMorenci,  Mich.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  brother,  George  W., 
but  returning  to  Burrillville  in  time  assumed  with 
his  brother,  James  M.,  the  management  of  the  home 
farm,  which  they  successfully  conducted  in  addition 
to  a grist,  saw  and  shingle  mill  business.  Mdlliam 
R.  Wilson  was  a man  of  superior  business  qualifica- 
tions, and  of  high  integrity  and  honor,  and  was 
frequently  called  upon  to  settle  estates,  while  his 
judgment  was  often  consulted  upon  business  mat- 
ters. While  he  never  sought  public  office,  he 
served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  1856,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council  in  1861  and  1862.  He 
resided  on  the  homestead  farm  with  his  unmarried 
sisters,  Sarah  and  Almira  E.,  and  there  died  July 
23.  1902,  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  married  but  had  no  children.  (3)  Sarah, 
born  April  19,  1817,  died  unmarried  Oct.  i,  1900. 
(4)  James  M.  was  born  Aug.  24,  1819.  (5)  Lucy, 

born  Aug.  23,  1822,  married  George  Smith,  a ma- 
chinist, and  resided  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  she 
died  Oct.  II,  1841.  (6)  George  W.,  born  April 
10,  1825,  a school  teacher,  and  afterward 

operated  a store  in  Burrillville  and  Chepachet. 
He  later  removed  to  Morenci,  jMich.,  where  he 
operated  a grist  mill  and  store,  and  there  died  Nov. 
29,  1899,  leaving  a widow,  Harriet  Potter.  (7) 
iMarvin  F.,  born  May  23,  1827,  married  Susan 
Stone,  and  resided  first  at  Thompson,  Conn.,  later 
at  \\Tbster,  Mass.,  where  he  operated  a box  fac- 
tory until  it  was  burned,  and  then  became  very 
successful  in  the  building  of  bridges  and  roads 
by  contract,  continuing  in  that  business  until  his 
death,  Feb.  10,  1904.  (8)  Almira  E.,  born  Feb. 

14,  1830,  is  unmarried  and  resides  on  the  homestead 
in  Burrillville. 

James  Monroe  Wilson  w'as  born  Aug.  24,  1819, 
in  Burrillville,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  all  of  his  life.  He  was  also  engaged  with 
his  brother.  William  R.,  in  the  operation  of  the 
grist,  shingle  and  saw  mill,  and  in  the  course  of 


their  operations  they  got  out  a great  deal  of  lum- 
ber. After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  and  his 
brother  Wdlliam  divided  the  farm,  each  continuing 
to  operate  their  portion.  Air.  Wilson  was  a M’hig, 
and  later  a Republican,  but  never  would  accept 
public  office.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Granite  National  Bank,  and  served  as  a director 
of  its  successor,  the  Pascoag  National  Bank.  Air. 
M'ilson  died  Nov.  26,  1890,  and  was  buried  in  the 
private  yard  of  the  family,  on  the  bank  of  the 
M’ilson  Reservoir.  He  married  Elvira  AT  True, 
a native  of  the  State  of  Alaine,  daughter  of  James 
K.  True,  who  died  at  Solon,  Iowa,  on  his  eighty- 
seventh  birthday.  Airs.  W'ilson  died  Aug.  8,  i860. 
The  children  born  to  her  and  her  husband  were : 
tielen  L.,  born  July  ii,  1853,  died  July  21,  1854; 
Herbert  AT,  born  July  ii,  1856;  infant  son  died 
Aug.  14,  1858;  and  Eddie  F.,  died  Aug.  12,  i860, 
aged  one  month.  James  AT  Wilson  was  married 
(second)  in  1870  to  Fanny  Z.  Bliss,  of  A'ermont, 
who  died  in  1894.  They  had  one  daughter,  Alyrta 
Elvira,  born  Nov.  13,  1875,  who  resides  in  AVor- 
cester,  Alassachusetts. 

Herbert  AI.  Wilson,  the  only  male  descendant 
of  the  family  residing  in  the  town,  was  born  July 
II,  1856,  on  the  homestead  in  Burrillville  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  at 
Alowry  & Goff’s  English  and  Classical  school  at 
Providence.  After  leaving  school  he  went  to 
Webster,  Alass.,  and  became  bookkeeper  in  the 
box  factory  of  his  Uncle  Alarvin,  but  remained 
there  only  four  months,  as  the  factory  burned. 
Returning  to  Burrillville  in  1878  he  took  the  mill 
then  owned  by  his  father  and  uncle,  William  R.. 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  yarn  and  shoddy, 
operating  the  mill  until  1893,  when  it  was  leased 
to  Olney  T.  Inman.  In  December,  1894,  Air.  Wil- 
son again  took  charge  of  the  mill  and  has  since  con- 
tinued to  conduct  it.  He  is  the  oldest  mill  operator, 
in  point  of  years  of  service,  with  one  exception, 
in  Burrillville.  The  privilege  he  occupies  was  first 
used  by  his  great-great-grandfather,  AAdlliam  Ross, 
who  built  a sawmill  there.  Later  it  was  occupied 
by  his  sons,  one  of  whom  was  William  Ross,  the 
father-in-law  of  James  Wilson.  In  1846  a grist 
mill  was  put  in,  and  in  1847  a shingle  mill.  Again 
in  the  winter  of  1856  a sawmill  was  put  in  and 
these  mills  were  operated  by  James  Wilson  and  his 
sons,  William  R.  and  James  AI.  The  mill  was 
burned  in  1871,  and  rebuilt  about  the  same  year. 
Herbert  M.  Wilson  in  his  political  faith  is  a Re- 
publican, but  possesses  the  family  characteristic — • 
no  desire  for  public  office.  He  erected  his  present 
home  in  1885. 

On  Nov.  23,  1881,  Air.  Wilson  was  married  to 
Alaria  Sayles,  of  Burrillville.  daughter  of  Albert 
and  Alaria  (Ross)  Sayles.  Air.  Wilson  is  a man 
of  quiet  tastes  and  very  domestic  in  his  habits,  well 
meriting  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  the 
communitv. 
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DENNIS  JOSEPH  ]\1URPHY,  dairy  farmer 
of  Middletown,  is  one  of  the  progressive  agricul- 
liirists  of  his  section  of  Rhode  Island.  He  comes 
of  a respected  family  which  was  founded  in  this 
State  by  his  father,  Dennis  Murphy,  and  as  the 
name  implies  is  of  Irish  extraction,  his  grand- 
father, Jeremiah  jMurphy,  having  been  a farmer 
in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  where  he  died. 

Dennis  iMurphy  was  born  near  Castle- 
town, County  of  Cork,  and  being  quite 
young  when  his  parents  died  he  had  few 
educational  opportunities.  He  was  early  thrown 
on  Ihs  own  resources,  and  when  only  in 
his  teens  crossed  to  Wales,  where  his  sisters  were 
living,  and  wdiere  he  found  employment  at  various 
occupations  until  he  was  sixteen.  At  that  time  he 
turned  toward  the  Cnited  States  as  affording  bet- 
ter advantages,  and  having  relatives  in  Rhode  Is- 
land he  took  passage  for  Newport  from  Wales,  ar- 
riving safely  after  a long  voyage  in  a sailing-vessel. 
His  cousin,  Patrick  iMurphy,  lived  in  Newport, 
and  there  the  youth  found  employment,  being  en- 
gaged in  various  capacities,  but  most  of  the  time 
with  the  late  Seth  Bateman,  building  stone  walls 
around  his  farm  and  doing  other  labor.  He  re- 
mained in  that  locality  some  years,  during  which 
time  he  married  and  succeeded  in  building  a home 
for  himself  by  industry  and  frugal  living.  In  the 
latter  fifties  he  moved  with  his  wife  and  family — 
then  consisting  of  two  children — to  the  State  of 
iMaine,  locating  at  Carmel,  Penobscot  county, 
where  he  bought  a tract  of  112  acres,  upon  which 
he  built  a house  and  barns  and  made  all  necessary 
improvements  during  his  fifteen  years’  residence 
thereon.  He  engaged  very  successfully  in  general 
farming,  but  in  1871  sold  out  his  interests  there  and 
returned  with  his  family  to  Rhode  Island.  Buying 
thirty-seven  acres  of  the  Vaucluse  estate  from 
Thomas  R.  Hazzard,  located  in  South  Portsmouth, 
Newport  county,  he  settled  down  to  farming  again, 
and  was  profitably  engaged  in  general  agriculture 
and  dairy  ing  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  on  that  place 
on  April  21,  1884.  He  made  many  improvements 
on  the  land,  erecting  good  buildings  and  in  many 
other  ways  adding  to  the  value  of  the  proi)erty, 
and  to  the  end  was  noted  for  his  industry  and  ster- 
ling honesty.  His  jmosperity  was  well  deserved 
and  won  by  thrift  and  hard  work,  and  he  was  re- 
spected by  all  his  friends  and  neighbors.  Mis  life 
was  a quiet  one,  for  he  took  no  active  part  in 
l)ubhc  affairs,  supporting  the  Democratic  ])arty  l)y 
his  vote  but  mingling  no  further  in  sueh  matters. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  attending  at  .St.  .Mary's,  in  New])ort,  and 
his  remains  rest  in  St.  .Marv's  cemetery.  Ilis  family 
was  reared  in  the  same  faith,  and  he  was  careful 
to  give  his  children  all  the  advantages  of  education 
and  careful  home  training  which  had  been  denied 
him,  his  best  efforts  being  ])ut  forth  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  family. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  married  in  St.  Mary's  church. 


Newport,  by  Rev.  Father  James  Kitten,  to  Mar- 
garet Harrington,  who  was  born  in  Barre  Island, 
near  Castletown,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  daughter 
of  Cornelius  and  iMargaret  (iMcCarthy)  Harring- 
ton. Cornelius  Harrington  died  in  his  native  home, 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  came  to  America  in  1847, 
sailing  from  Queenstown,  Ireland,  on  the  sailing- 
vessel  "Governor  Douglas,”  Capt.  William  Hyde, 
and  landing  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  after  a 
passage  of  over  forty  days,  during  which  the  cap- 
tain and  fifteen  passengers  died  and  were  buried  at 
sea.  From  St.  John  the  Harrington  family  made 
their  way  to  Newport,  R.  1.,  and  there  Margaret 
met  and  married  Dennis  Murphy.  Twelve  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union,  namely : Mary,  born  in 
Newport,  married  Michael  Sullivan;  Catherine, 
born  in  Newport,  resides  there,  unmarried ; Mar- 
garet, born  in  Carmel,  Alaine,  died  aged  eight 
years;  Annie  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Jere- 
miah also  died  young  (the  three  last  named  died 
of  diphtheria)  ; Cornelius  died  at  Portsmouth  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four,  a few'  months  before  his 
father's  death,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Alary’s ; Den- 
nis Josqjh  is  mentioned  below;  Elizabeth  married 
H.  Corrigan,  an  expressman,  of  Newport;  Alichael 
J.,  an  iron  worker  and  blacksmith,  is  a resident  of 
Portsmouth  (he  married  Ellen  Alartin,  who  died  in 
1904  leaving  five  children,  Dennis,  Alice  Regina, 
Alichael  Martin,  Lewis  Edw’ard  and  Cornelius 
h'rancis)  ; Alargaret  Agnes  married  Daniel  S.  Con- 
sidine,  a druggist,  of  New  Bedford;  Patrick,  born 
in  Portsmouth,  now  cultivates  the  homestead  farm ; 
Annie  Pauline  is  at  home.  The  mother,  though  ad- 
vanced in  years,  is  still  active,  and  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church,  the  family  now  belong- 
ing to  St.  Joseph’s  parish,  Newport.  Airs.  Alurphy 
has  always  been  noted  for  her  hospitality  and 
kindness,  and  she  is  beloved  by  all  who  know'  her. 

Dennis  Joseph  Alurphy  w’as  born  Jan.  17,  1861, 
in  Carmel,  Penobscot  Co.,  Alaine,  and  there  spent 
his  early  years,  commencing  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools.  When  he  was  ten  years  old 
the  family  moved  back  to  Rhode  Island,  and  he 
continued  to  attend  school  at  Portsmouth  for  a 
short  time.  He  was  only  eleven  years  old,  how'- 
ever,  when  he  started  out  to  w'ork  by  the  month, 
in  the  neighborhood,  his  first  wages  being  fourteen 
dollars  a month,  and  he  continued  to  do  farm  work 
and  other  labor  in  that  section  until  1884,  mean- 
time managing  to  attend  school  winters,  so  that 
he  acquired  a substantial  common-school  education 
in  spite  of  the  necessity  for  work.  In  1874  he  went 
to  Newport  and  was  employed  a short  time  in  a 
livery  stable,  returning  from  there  to  the  paternal 
farm  in  Portsmouth,  where  he  remained  until  his 
father's  death,  doing  teaming,  etc.,  as  well  as  farm- 
ing. In  1892  he  came  to  Aliddletown,  R.  1.,  wdiere 
he  has  since  had  his  home.  He  bought  the  old 
"Ogden”  farm  from  Air.  George  F.  Tyler,  a tract 
of  seventy-four  acres,  on  which  he  made  many  im- 
l)rovcments  and  where  he  has  ever  since  carried 
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on  general  farming  and  dairying  with  gratifying 
success.  He  has  since  been  able  to  buy  forty  acres 
more,  formerly  owned  by  Frederick  Smith,  and  in 
addition  to  cultivating  his  own  114  acres  rents  200 
acres  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Patrick,  for 
hay  and  pasture  purposes.  During  the  winter  sea* 
son  Mr.  Murphy  feeds  a large  number  of  tine 
horses  owned  by  the  wealthy  summer  residents  of 
Newport.  He  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  progres- 
sive and  eminently  practical  in  all  his  ideas,  but  he 
owes  his  high  standing  and  popularity  in  the  com- 
munity as  much  to  his  genial  personality  as  to  his 
intelligence  and  moral  worth.  He  is  honest,  hon- 
orable, big-hearted  and  hospitable,  enjoying  friends 
among  all  classes,  and  though  he  has  succeeded 
solely  through  his  own  efforts,  having  been  obliged 
to  work  hard  from  early  boyhood,  he  is  nevertheless 
interested  in  many  affairs  besides  work,  being  able 
to  enjoy  life  wherever  he  goes.  He  does  not  take 
any  active  part  in  public  affairs,  being  devoted  to 
his  home  and  family. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  married  in  Newport,  April 
28,  1892,  to  Julia  Agnes  O’Neil,  a native  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  daughter  of  the  late  Patrick  James 
and  Margaret  (Blake)  O’Neil,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  New  England  when 
young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Neil  both  attained  ad- 
vanced age,  and  died  in  Newport,  being  buried 
in  St.  Columba  cemetery,  Middletown.  They  were 
devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy, 
Joseph  O’Neil,  Margaret  Agnes  and  Dennis  James. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  JMurphy  attend  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  in  Newport,  and  Mr.  Murphy  is  a Demo- 
crat in  political  sentiment.  I\lrs.  Murphy  is  an  in- 
telligent woman,  and  she  and  her  husband  occupy 
a warm  place  in  the  esteem  of  many  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  make  their  home. 

GEORGE  W.  HUBBARD.  The  late  George 
\V.  Hubbard,  of  Providence,  a successful  business 
man  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  was  a descendant 
in  the  ninth  generation  from  George  Hubbard,  the 
earliest  known  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America, 
the  line  of  descent  in  chronological  order  being  as 
follows : 

(I)  George  Hubbard,  likely  a native  of  Es- 
sex or  Surrey,  England,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
New  England  in  1633,  located  first  at  Watertown, 
Mass.,  later  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  still  later 
in  Milford.  From  the  latter  place  he  removed  to 
Guilford,  Conn.,  prior  to  1650.  He  had  married 
IMary,  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Bishop,  and  she 
died  at  Guilford  in  1675,  he  passing  away  there 
in  1683.  Their  children,  the  first  two  being  born 
in  England,  the  last  two  in  iMilford,  Conn.,  and 
the  others  at  Wethersfield,  were  as  follows: 
i\Iary,  John,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Abigail, 
William  and  Daniel. 

(II)  John  Hubbard,  son  of  George,  was  born 
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in  England  about  1630,  and  was  brought  to  this 
country  when  quite  young.  About  1647  lie  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  W illiam  and  Sarah  Merriam, 
of  Concord,  Mass.  John  Flubbard  lived  at  Had- 
ley, where  five  of  his  children  were  born,  and  then 
'at  Hatfield,  where  he  died  in  1702.  His  widow  sur- 
vived until  1713.  Their  children  were:  Mary, 
John,  Hannah,  Jonathan,  Daniel,  Mercy,  Isaac, 
Mary  and  Sarah. 

(III)  Jonathan  Hubbard,  son  of  John,  was 
born  at  Concord,  Mass.,  Jan.  3,  1658-59.  On  Jan. 
15,  1681,  he  married  Hannah  Rice,  and  resided 
at  Concord,  where  he  died  July  17,  1728.  The 
children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  were:  i\Iary, 
Jonathan,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
John,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Abigail  and  Ebenezer. 

(IV)  Daniel  Hubbard,  son  of  Jonathan,  born 
at  Concord,  Nov.  20,  1694,  married  Dec.  5,  1717, 
Dorothy  Dakin.  He  died  at  Worcester,  Mass., 
April  28,  1724,  the  father  of:  Dorothy,  Beulah, 
Alartha,  Rebecca,  Daniel,  Lucy,  Elizabeth,  Zur- 
viah  and  Jonas. 

(V)  Daniel  Hubbard  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born 
at  Flolden,  Alass.,  Jan.  18,  1725-26,  married  Eliza- 
beth Lynde,  and  died  at  Leicester,  Alass.,  April  18, 
1805.  He  had  these  children : Jonathan,  Daniel, 
Elizabeth,  John,  Benjamin,  Alolly  and  Esther. 

(VI)  John  Hubbard,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  born 

Alarch  14,  1760-61,  at  Leicester,  Alass.,  married 
(first)  Alartha  (or  Patty)  Tyler.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  second  wife  was  Agnes,  and  his  third 
wife  was  Patience  Wheeler.  John  Hubbard  re- 
moved to  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day,  and 
there  died  in  1850.  He  was  the  father  of  seven 
children,  the  last  five  of  whom  were  born  at  Ba- 
tavia: John,  Daniel,_  Julia,  Rebecca,  Darwin, 

Jabez  and  Peter. 

(VII)  Daniel  Hubbard,  son  of  John,  born 
about  1784,  removed  to  North  Providence  about 
1830  and  settled  on  a farm  in  that  part  of  the  town 
now  forming  a part  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket.  He 
died  in  Alarch,  1840.  He  married  in  Holden, 
Alass.,  April  23,  1806,  Tamison  Wheaton,  and 
their  children  were:  Jonathan  D.,  Daniel  T., 
Abigail  W.,  John  AI.,  Gains  W.,  Alartha  T.,  Ben- 
jamin AT,  James  D.,  John  W.,  Alary  T.  and 
Alma  G. 

(VIII)  Benjamin  Alerrill  Hubbard,  son  of 
Daniel,  born  Feb.  25,  1818,  at  Leicester,  Mass., 
was  a boy  of  twelve  years  when  his  father  came 
to  Rhode  Island.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
maker, but  did  not  follow  that  occupation  for  any 
length  of  time,  early  becoming  connected  with  the 
old  American  Butt  Company,  with  which  he  re- 
mained in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  and  gen- 
eral manager  until  it  went  out  of  existence.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  a money  broker,  having  for 
some  years  as  a partner  his  son.  George  W.,  under 
the  name  of  B.  AI.  Hubbard  & Co.,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  his  death,  Alarch  5,  1882.  He  was 
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prominent  in  the  Odd  Fellows  organization,  being 
a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  I.  O.  U.  F.,  and  Mo- 
shassuck  Encampment.  He  was  a member  of 
Trinity  Cbnrch.  Benjamin  j\L  Hubbard,  in  the 
year  1855,  built  the  "octagon'’  bouse  at  No.  397 
Knight  street,  which  was  occupied  by  him  until* 
bis  death.  This  house  was  one  of  the  earliest,  if 
not  the  earliest,  of  that  type  of  architecture  in  the 
city. 

Benjamin  IM.  Hubbard  married  Sophia  Annis, 
who  survived  him  and  died  in  Providence,  Jan. 

10,  1905,  aged  ninety-seven  years,  eleven  months, 
eleven  days.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
James  Whipple,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years ; Candace  T.,  who  married  Marsden  J.  Perry, 
of  Providence;  Martha  T.,  who  married  Wanton 
S.  Webb,  and  is  the  mother  of  these  children, 
Benjamin  S.  (who  married  Vida  Chase  and  had 
two  children,  David  and  iMartha),  Bessie  L.  (who 
married  Alfred  Lowry,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Martha  W.),  and  ]M.  Rebekah  (who  married  Wil- 
liam E.  Price,  and  has  one  son,  Lincoln)  ; George 

: and  Ella  Sophia,  who  died  in  infancy. 

( IX  j George  Whipple  Hubbard,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin Merrill,  was  born  Sept.  18,  1846,  in  Provi- 
dence, and  he  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  a business  college.  After  leaving 
school  he  began  his  business  career  as  a clerk  for 
E.  M.  Aldrich  & Co.,  of  which  firm  his  cousin, 
Charles  A.  Hubbard,  was  a member.  Later  he 
was  a solicitor  in  the  employ  of  the  Morning  Star 
and  Evening  Press  for  a number  of  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  became  a partner  with  his 
father  in  the  real  estate  and  money  brokerage  busi- 
ness, the  firm  style  being  B.  IM.  Hubbard  & Co. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1882,  George  W. 
Hubbard  continued  the  business  alone  under  the 
same  firm  name,  until  his  death,  Dec.  13,  1893. 
Mr.  Hubbard  was  a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  1. 
O.  O.  F.,  Moshassuck  Encampment,  and  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  He  attended  the  Universalist 
Lhurch. 

t )n  .March  16,  1875,  in  Providence.  iMr.  Hub- 
bard married  S.  Augusta  Simmons,  a native  of 
West])ort,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Su- 
san M.  (Dyer)  Simmons,  and  to  this  union  there 
were  born  children  as  follows;  Sophia,  born  June 

11.  1876,  who  married  Curtis  A.  Miner,  of  New 
Haven.  Conn.,  and  has  one  son,  ^Marshall  Hubbard  ; 
Cora  Augusta,  born  b'eb.  13.  1882;  and  George 
Whip])le.  born  Oct.  24.  1884,  who  attended  the 
])ublic  schools  of  l^rovidence.  Cheshire  Academy  at 
Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  later  was  a student  at  Trinity 
College. 

( ieorge  W.  Hubbard  was  recognized  as  a man 
of  unusual  business  (|ualifications,  and  while  his 
life  was  comjiaratively  short  he  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating a comfortable  competency.  Had  he 
lived  he  would  have  undoubtedly  taken  rank 
among  the  self-made  substantial  men  of  the  city, 
his  death  cutting  short  a promising  business  career. 


]Mrs.  Hubbard,  in  the  management  of  the  prop- 
erty since  the  death  of  her  husband,  has  shown 
rare  business  talent,  handling  the  estate  in  such 
a manner  that  it  is  constantly  increasing  in  value. 

ALBERT  F.  KNIGHT,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Providence  Machinery  Exchange, 
a business  which  he  founded  and  developed,  and  a 
well-known  man  in  cotton  manufacturing  circles, 
descends  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Rhode 
Island  and  one  prominent  in  the  manufacturing 
industry. 

Richard  Knight,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this 
branch  of  the  Knight  family,  appears  early  at 
Newport,  R.  1.  In  1648  he  was  married  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Rogers,  and  in  that 
year  purchased  land  in  Newport.  He  figured  quite 
prominently  in  the  public  and  business  afifairs  of 
the  town.  In  1648-49  he  was  keeper  of  the  prison ; 
in  1648-49-50-53-54-57-58  he  was  general  sergeant; 
in  1655  made  a freeman;  and  in  1658  water 

bailiff.  In  1663,  with  Henry  Hall,  he  bought  lands 
in  Narragansett,  known  as  the  Hall  & Knight 
Purchase.  On  Oct.  13,  1677,  he  and  forty-seven 
others  were  granted  100  acres  each  in  a plantation 
to  be  called  East  Greenwich.  He  died  in  1680. 
and  the  lands'  were  confirmed  to  his  widow,  who 
died  in  1685.  Richard  and  Sarah  Rogers  Knight 
had  three  sons:  John,  Jonathan  and  David. 

Welcome  Knight,  son  of  Nathan,  was  born  in 
West  Greenwich  in  1805,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith  as  well  as  that  of  carpenter.  He  was 
naturally  a skilled  mechanic  and  could  do  any 
kind  of  difficult  work  in  either  wood  or  iron,  and 
his  services  were  in  demand  to  do  work  requiring 
mechanical  skill,  he  being  employed  in  the  mills 
of  the  Pawtuxet  \’alley  and  other  parts  of  Rhode 
Island.  His  home  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
was  in  his  native  town,  but  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  residing  with  his  son,  .Arnold,  at 
Harris.  He  was  buried  at  Phenix.  Welcome 
Knight  married  Desire  Matteson,  of  West  Green- 
wich, who  survived  him  and  died  July  31,  1889, 
in  her  eightieth  year,  and  their  children  were; 
William,  a machinist,  who  died  at  Anthony  ieaHng 
no  children;  Moses,  who  died  young;  Cynthia, 
who  married  Spencer  Newton,  a farmer,  and  re- 
sided in  West  Greenwich,  where  she  died  the 
mother  of  two  daughters — Mary  (the  wife  of 
Charles  C).  Richardson,  of  Sterling,  Conn.)  and 
Delia  (unmarried,  who  is  a school  teacher)  ; Ar- 
nold ; Albert ; and  Sarah,  who  married  David 
Wight,  a master  mechanic,  and  died  at  Quidnick. 
leaving  no  children. 

Arnold  Knight  as  a boy  and  young  man 
worked  in  the  mills  of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley,  and 
in  1862  went  to  Readville,  IMass.,  where  he  built 
the  mills  now  owned  by  Robert  Knight,  becoming 
su])crintendent  thereof  after  their  completion.  He 
later  became  superintendent  of  the  mills  at  Harris, 
now  known  a.s‘  the  Interlaken  Mills,  and  in  1876 
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removed  to  Dodgeville,  Mass.,  to  become  superin- 
tendent of  the  L).  B.  & R.  Knight  mills  there,  and 
still  later  held  a like  position  at  the  Benedict  Lap- 
ham  mills  at  Centreville  and  the  mill  at  Enfield. 
In  1891  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Smith- 
ville  mills  at  Willimantic,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1896,  and  in  this  year  retired  and  lo- 
cated on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Columbia,  near 
Willimantic,  where  he  died  April  17,  1906,  being 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Phenix.  He  married 
Abby  BroWn  of  Coventry,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren: Jesse  A.,  a mill  superintendent  of  Gloucester 
City,  Nh  J. ; and  Gertie  E.,  wife  of  Thomas  P. 
Brown,  of  Willimantic,  Connecticut. 

Albert  Knight,  father  of  Albert  E.,  was  born 
in  West  Greenwich,  June  21,  1834,  and  received 
a district  school  education.  As  early  as  the  age  of 
seven  years  he  began  work  in  a cotton  mill,  his 
first  employment  being  at  the  old  Wilbur  mill,  at 
Washington  village.  He  learned  the  cotton  manu- 
facturing business  by  working  in  the  different  de- 
partments as  operative,  overseer  and  finally  as 
superintendent.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
was  employed  in  the  Union  mill  at  East  Green- 
wich, and  was  later  employed  in  the  Morse  mill  at 
Putnam,  Conn.,  being  subsequently  employed  in 
Taunton,  Mass.,  Bristol,  R.  L,  and  other  places  in 
the  latter  State,  his  first  position  as  superintendent 
being  in  the  Oakland  mill  operated  by  John  L. 
Ross.  At  Bristol  he  held  the  position  of  agent, 
and  also  had  a financial  interest  in  the  mill.  For 
some  years  Mr.  Knight  was  located  at  Eagleville, 
in  the  town  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  going  there  from 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  leaving  the  latter  place  to  ac- 
cept a position  with  B.  B.  & R.  Knight,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  several  years,  reorganizing 
and  reconstructing  several  of  that  firm’s  mills.  He 
then  went  to  the  large  Maginnis  mill  at  New  Or- 
leans, where  he  remained  until  October,  1885, 
when  he  became  superintendent  for  the  Quidnick 
Manufacturing  Company,  remaining  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  his  health  failed  and  he  retired,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Edward  1.  He  died  Feb.  9, 
1902,  at  Quidnick,  and  was  buried  at  the  Juniper 
Hill  cemetery,  Bristol. 

Mr.  Knight  w^as  a most  capable  man  in  his 
line  and  had  a wide  acquaintance  in  the  cotton 
manufacturing  world  as  well  as  a large  personal 
acquaintance  throughout  the  State.  He  w’as  a Re- 
publican in  politics  and  was  very  much  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  party,  and  during  his  resi- 
dence in  Eagleville  exerted  a powerful  influence  in 
local  affairs,  serving  for  several  years  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  selectmen  of  the  town  of  jMans- 
field.  He  was  a member  of  St.  Alban’s  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bristol,  and  the  Chapter  at 
Phenix,  and  at  one  time  was  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  He 
was  a member  of  the  New^  England  Cotton  Manu- 
facturers Association.  In  religious  belief  he  w'as 
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a Methodist,  and  belonged  to  the  Alethodist 
Church  at  Centreville,  as  did  also  his  wife. 

1853  Knight  was  married  to  Harriet 
Williams  Congdon,  born  in  West  Greenwich, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  A.  and  Harriet  ( Blake  J 
Congdon,  and  she  died  Jan.  9,  1899,  aged  sixty- 
six  years.  Their  children  were:  (ij  Albert 
hranklin,  born  April  10,  1854,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (2)  Edward  Irving,  born  April  24,  1856, 
and  now  a resident  of  Providence,  in  1888  became 
superintendent  of  the  mill  at  Lippitt,  and  in  1891 
of  the  Cutler  mill  at  Warren.  In  1893  he  became 
assistant  to  his  father  in  the  Quidnick  mills,  and  in 
1897  succeeded  him,  resigning  his  position  Jan. 

I,  1903,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired.  He 
married  Mrs.  Georgia  L.  (Cook)  Prince.  (3) 
Walter  Blake,  born  Nov.  15,  1865,  at  Bristol,  R.  I., 
was  reared  to  farm  work  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation at  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  His  mill 
experience  began  in  1886,  when  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Bozrahville  Company,  at  Bozrah- 
ville.  Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  March,  1893, 
being  superintendent  of  the  mill  for  several  years. 
He  then  became  ii^erested  as  a partner  in  a woolen 
mill  at  Davisville,  R.  L,  and  remained  there  ten 
years,  going  then  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  for  one  year. 
Failing  health  compelled  him  to  return  to  Davis- 
ville,  and  here  he  engaged  at  light  farming  and 
poultry  raising  until  November,  1905,  at  which 
time  he  became  superintendent  of  the  mill  of  the 
Windham  Alanufacturing  Company,  at  Williman- 
tic, Conn.  He  was  married  Feb.  16,  1888,  to 
Emma  Reynolds,  born  Feb.  10,  1865,  in  North 
Kingstown,  daughter  of  Allen  Reynolds.  To  this 
union  there  were  born : Alice  May,  born  Dec. 

II,  1888,  died  Sept.  12,  1890;  Marjorie  B.,  born 
March  27,  1890;  Helen  A.,  born  Oct.  27,  1894; 
and  Howard  R.,  born  Feb.  16,  1905. 

Albert  Franklin  Knight  was  born  at  East 
Greenwich  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  April  10,  1854, 
and  his  education  was  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  Bristol,  the  Mowry  & Goff  school  at 
Providence,  and  Scholfield’s  Business  College.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  work  in  a cotton 
mill  at  Eagleville,  of  which  mill  his  father  was 
superintendent,  and  he  worked  in  various  ca- 
pacities until  June  i,  1875,  when  he  succeeded  his 
father  as  superintendent,  remaining  there  until 
1879,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of 
superintendent  at  the  Grant  mill.  Providence,  for 
B.  B.  & R.  Knight.  About  one  year  later  he  se- 
vered his  connection  with  that  firm  and  went  to 
Bozrahville,  Conn.,  becoming  a stockholder,  di- 
rector and  manager  of  the  Bozrahville  Company. 
Here  he  remained  until  1887,  and  then  went  to 
Cornwall,  Ontario,  to  become  manager  for  the 
Cana*da  Cotton  Company,  remaining  there  about 
eighteen  months.  Returning  to  Rhode  Island,  he 
became  superintendent  of  the  Lonsdale  Company’s 
mill  at  Ashton,  later  having  charge  of  two  mills 
for  that  company.  He  resigned  this  position  to  be- 
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come  agent  for  the  Amory  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, a large  concern  at  Manchester,  X.  H.,  and 
there  he  remained  until  1896,  when  he  became 
superintendent  for  the  Berkshire  i\Ianufacturing 
Company,  a position  in  which  he  continued  for  one 
year.  He  then  engaged  in  the  cotton  manufactur- 
ing business  on  his  own  account,  operating  the 
Ray  Cotton  Company  mill  at  M'oonsocket,  and 
also  a mill  at  Rockland,  being  associated  with  his 
brother,  Edward  L,  in  the  latter  mill  under  the 
firm  name  of  A.  F.  Knight  & Co.  Disposing  of 
his  interests  at  a profit,  Mr.  Knight  then  purchased 
the  Farnumsville  mill,  at  Farnumsville,  Mass.,  of 
which  he  later  disposed,  and  in  this  way  embarked 
in  a business  which  he  has  since  quite  successfully 
followed — that  of  buying  and  selling  cotton  mills 
and  cotton  mill  machinery,  under  the  name  of  the 
Providence  Machinery  Exchange,  a corporation  of 
which  he  is  president  and  general  manager. 

Mr.  Knight  is  widely  known  in  his  business, 
and  was  one  of  tbe  incorporators  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Cotton  Manufacturers  Association,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
governors  thereof.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  which  has 
headquarters  in  New  York  City.  His  fraternal 
connections  are  with  Unity  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Lonsdale,  Pawtucket  Chapter  at  Pawtucket, 
Adoniram  Council  and  Trinity  Commandery  at 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  Edward  A.  Raymond 
Consistory  at  Nashua,  N.  H.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Pomham 
Club.  Mr.  Knight  is  a member  of  Grace  Epis- 
copal Church,  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 

i\Ir.  Albert  Franklin  Knight  was  married  at 
South  Coventry,  Conn.,  to  Sarah  Stanton  Barber, 
born  at  Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Ellen  (Dye)  Barber,  and  to  them 
were  born  children  as  follows : Harriet  Blake, 
born  at  Eagleville,  who  died  in  infancy ; Bertha 
Louise,  born  at  Laural  Glen,  June  26,  1880;  Stantie 
Evelyn,  born  at  Bozrahville,  Aug.  8,  1885  ; and  Al- 
bert Franklin,  Jr.,  born  in  Cornwall,  Canada,  May 
23,  1888. 

HON.  GEORGE  W'.  HAMMOND,  ex-State 
senator  from  North  Smithfield,  and  one  of  that 
section’s  substantial  citizens,  was  born  in  Glocester, 
R.  1.,  Aug.  2,  1839,  and  is  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  the  State.  * 

The  families  of  the  name  of  Hammond  in  New 
England,  says  Bond,  are  most,  if  not  all,  descended 
from  two  brothers,  namely,  William,  of  Y'ater- 
town,  and  Thomas,  first  of  llingham  and  afterward 
of  Newton.  Their  jiarents  were  Thomas  Ham- 
mond, of  Cavenham,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,,  and 
Rose  (Trippe)  Hammond,  whose  marriage  oc- 
curred May  14,  1573-  They  probably  came  to 
America  previous  to  1634. 

Y'illiam  Hammond,  of  Rehobotb,  Alass.,  mar- 
ried (first)  Rebecca  Ormsbee,  of  that  same  town, 


their  intentions  of  marriage  being  published  April 
25)  1706.  She  died  in  November,  1707,  and  he 
married  (second)  Martha  Redeway,  of  Rehoboth,. 
their  intentions  being  published  Dec.  17,  1709.  His 
children  of  Rehoboth  town  record  were:  Rebecca,, 
born  Oct.  ii,  1707  (to  the  first  marriage)  ; Amos,, 
born  April  ii,  1714;  Nathan,  born  April  26,  1716; 
and  John,  born  July  2,  1717.  The  father  died  in 
January,  1729. 

Amos  Idammond,  son  of  William  and  Martha, 
born  April  ii,  1714,  married  Nov.  17,  1737,  Anna 
Salisbury,  of  Rehoboth,  and  their  children  of  Re- 
hoboth town  record  were:  Amos,  born  Aug.  19,: 
1738;  and  Anna,  born  Jan.  16,  1739-40. 

Amos  Hammond  (2),  son  of  Amos  and  Anna,, 
born  Aug.  19,  1738,  married  April  6,  1765,  Meheta- 
bel  Horton,  of  Rehoboth.  Amos  Hammond  lived  tev 
be  over  loi  years  of  age.  His  residence  was  in  or 
near  Glocester.  He  was  a boss  carpenter  and  was. 
active  in  bis  business  until  about  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  Nathan. 

Nathan  Hammond,  son  of  Amos,  was  a native- 
of  the  same  section,  but  lived  for  a time  at  Newport,, 
where  he  owned  land,  and  later  removed  to  Gloces- 
ter, where  he  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  dy- 
ing at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years ; he  was  buried, 
there. 

Dwight  F.  Hammond,  son  of  Nathan,  was  bora 
in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  in  1809,  and  was  educated  in, 
the  district  schools.  He  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and 
when  a young  man  purchased  land  in  Rehoboth,, 
Mass.,  where  he  farmed  three  years,  then  removing 
to  Chepachet,  town  of  Glocester,  where  he  lived 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  became  over- 
seer in  tbe  mills.  At  the  time  of  the  Dorr  rebellion. 
Mr.  Hammond  removed  to  Providence,  where  he 
kept  a general  store  for  a while,  later  selling  out  the 
business  to  remove  to  Swansea,  Mass.,  there  buy- 
ing a farm.  For  about  a year  during  his  residence- 
in  Swansea  he  was  a partner  of  ex-Governor- 
Davis  and  Stephen  Pierce  in  a general  store  busi- 
ness on  Canal  street.  Providence.  After  a short, 
time  spent  in  general  farming  he  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  Central  Falls,  where  he  remained  one’ 
year,  then  removing  to  wdiat  is  now'  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  where  he  purchased  a farm  on  “Stephen. 
Arnold  Hill,”  near  the  Butterfly  factory.  He  was 
engaged  on  that  place  until  1852,  when  he  went  ta- 
California  by  way  of  Panama,  but  after  a time- 
spent  on  the  Pacific  coast  he  returned  East  and  lo- 
cated on  his  farm,  which  he  afterward  sold  to  the- 
late  John  Mitchell.  Removing  to  North  Smithfield, 
Mr.  Hammond  purchased  a tract  of  300  acres- 
owned  by  Ezekiel  Aldrich  and  others,  and  there  he 
s])ent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  tenderly  cared  for  in  his  declining 
days  by  his  son  and  daughter-in-law',  and  he  died, 
on  the  farm  Jan.  i,  1897,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union  cem- 
etery. 

Mr.  Hammond  married  Abby  Hendrick,  who* 
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was  born  on  Cumberland  Hill,  a descendant  of  an 
•old  and  prominent  New  England  family,  a full  his- 
tory of  which  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  George  J. 
Hendrick,  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Hammond 
died  in  1866  and  was  buried  in  the  Union  cemetery. 
She  was  a noble  Christian  woman,  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  much  de- 
voted to  her  home  and  family.  Two  children  were 
horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hammond:  George  W.  and 
Charles  C.,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy. 

George  W.  Hammond  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  the  Londsale  high 
school,  later  attending  Wilbraham  Academy,  at  Wil- 
braham.  Mass.  His  schooling  over,  he  returned  to 
the  home  farm,  and  there  he  has  continued  to  the 
present  time.  For  over  thirty  years  he  has  been 
in  the  dairy  business,  keeping  a fine  herd  of  cattle, 
selling  milk  in  Woonsocket.  He  has  also  been  op- 
erating the  homestead  of  300  acres,  200  of  which 
are  wood  land.  Mr.  Hammond  has  been  very 
prominent  in  public  life.  In  1897  he  represented 
the  town  of  North  Smithfield  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  in  1898  served  a term  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate, being  a member  of  the  committees  on  Charities 
and  Corrections  and  Special  Legislation.  He  also 
served  as  a member  of  the  town  council  of  North 
Smithfield,  has  been  president  thereof,  and  is  audi- 
tor of  the  town,  in  which  office  he  has  served  for  the 
past  twenty-seven  years,  being  the  choice  of  both 
parties.  He  has  also  been  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  a number  of  years,  and  in  the  past  has  been  a 
well-known  auctioneer.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  Democratic  State  central  committee.  Frater- 
nally Mr.  Hammond  is  connected  with  Eureka 
Lodge,  No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Woonsocket,  and  with 
Palestine  Encamjjment.  He  is  also  a member  of 
jMyrtle  Lodge,  No.  i,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Woon- 
socket (the  oldest  lodge  in  the  State),  and  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  He  was  formerly  a member  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  Union  cemetery,  and 
for  cne  year  was  president  of  that  board. 

On  Jan.  7,  1861,  Mr.  Hammond  married  Mrs. 
Julia  (Arnold)  Chapman,  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Adelia  A.  (Brown)  xA.rnold,  and  widow  of  William 
Robert  Chapman.  Two  children  were  born  to  this 
union : Georgianna,  who  died  in  infancy ; and 

Frank  Dwight,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years. 

WATSON.  The  \A"atson  family  of  Rhode  Is- 
land is  descended  from 

(I)  Matthew  Watson,  of  English  parentage 
and  a Presbyterian  in  religious  belief,  who  came  to 
Boston  from  Coleraine,  County  Londonderry,  Ire- 
land, in  1718,  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife,  Mary  Orr,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1695, 
and  their  children.  Mr.  Watson  was  instantly 
killed  by  the  falling  of  a tree  upon  him  in  1720. 
His  children  were : Matthew,  born  in  March,  1696; 


Samuel,  in  1698;  Patrick,  in  1706;  Robert;  Wil- 
liam ; Elizabeth ; IMargarette ; John  and  Oliver. 

(H)  Matthew  Watson  (2),  son  of  Matthew, 
born  in  March,  1696,  married  (first)  in  1733 
Bethiah  Reed,  born  Feb.  28.  1713,  daughter  of 
John  and  Bethiah  (Cobb)  Reed,  of  Barrington, 
R.  I.  She  died  Feb.  9.  1778,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond) in  February,  1787,  Sarah  Howland  Lawton, 
widow  of  David  Brown.  She  died  Sept.  3,  1798, 
aged  eighty-eight,  and  Mr.  Watson  died  Jan.  17, 
1803,  Barrington,  R.  I.,  aged  one  hundred  and 
seven  years. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  his  father  at  Leicester, 
Mass.,  Matthew  left  his  home  and  found  employ- 
ment near  Boston,  where,  it  is  said,  he  continued 
for  some  time,  and  of  his  employer  and  his  wife 
he  always  spoke  in  the  most  ardent  and  affectionate 
terms,  for  the  interest  they  manifested  in  his  wel- 
fare. For  previous  to  this  he  had  lacked  the 
privilege  of  schools,  and  with  this  family  he  learned 
arithmetic  and  much  valuable  information  in  which 
he  was  deficient.  He  probably  learned  the  art  of 
brick-making  here,  and  soon  after  settled  in  Bar- 
rington, R.  L,  where  he  commenced  the  business, 
which  he  pursued  with  success  for  more  than  half 
a century,  at  first  on  the  land  of  John  Reed,  Esq. 
He  purchased  from  the  Reed  family  the  John  Reed 
property,  consisting  of  about  100  acres,  to  which 
he  made  additions  until  he  owned  two  or  three 
thousand  acres.  Mr.  Reed,  it  is  said,  was  probably 
one  of  the  first  to  introduce  tea  drinking  in  Bar- 
rington. He  also  carried  the  second  set  of  china 
there,  a few  pieces  of  which  are  yet  in  the  posses- 
sion of  IMiss  Kent,  of  East  Providence.  Mr.  Wat- 
son continued  improvements  on  his  farm  until 
within  a few  years  of  his  death,  setting  out  an  or- 
chard after  he  was  eighty  years  old.  The  “Old  Wat- 
son House”  is  the  most  noted  dwelling  in  Barring- 
ton. It  was  built  of  brick,  made  by  hand  upon  the 
“plantation”  north  of  it.  Its  mortar  was  mixed 
with  lime  obtained  by  burning  the  heaps  of  oyster 
shells  that  numberless  generations  of  Indians  had 
left  scattered  about.  Matthew  Watson  was  its 
builder,  and  it  was  finished  A.  D.  1745.  The  house 
as  first  constructed  was*  one  of  the  “lean-to’s”  so 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  early  settlers  of  Massa- 
chusetts, two  stories  high  in  front,  in  the  rear  its 
roof  terminated  in  a woodpile.  Fire  caused  the 
removal  of  the  second  story  in  the  early  part  of  the 
last  century.  It  was  one  of  the  first  dwellings 
of  brick  erected  in  the  country,  and  was  an  unusu- 
ally elegant  mansion  for  its  day.  Its  hearths, 
chimney-jambs  and  mantles  were  all  of  imported 
marble.  Quaint  Dutch  tiles,  imported  from  xA.mster- 
dam,  were  freely  used  for  decoration.  Upon  one 
of  its  floors  was" laid  the  first  woolen  carpet  known 
in  Barrington.  The  first  wall  paper  seen  in  the 
town  was  also  hung  in  the  same  room.  Matthew 
Watson,  the  founder,  was  born  in  the  seventeenth, 
lived  through  the  eighteenth,  and  died  in  the  nine- 
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teenth  century  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
vears.  Almost  to  the  very  last  he  retained  his 
muscular  vigor,  ^\■hen  one  hundred  years  old 
he  was  able  to  place  his  foot  in  the  stirrup  and 
mount  his  horse  with  more  than  the  ordinary  ease 
of  a man  of  fifty.  He  amassed  a great  property 
for  that  time,  amounting  to  $80,000.  His  life 
was  one  of  great  energy,  activity  and  usefulness, 
and  worthy  of  imitation.  He  held  the  office  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  was  one 
of  the  judges-  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Bristol  County.  He  was  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  (then  a Presbyterian),  at  Bar- 
rington, between  seventy  and  eighty  years.  He 
was  always  a friend  to  the  friendless,  and  assisted 
the  young  men  who  were  virtuous  and  frugal.  His 
wealth  and  hospitality  were  alike  proverbial.  His 
integrity  he  held  fast  throughout  his  life,  and  in  a 
great  and  good  old  age  descended  to  his  grave  in 
peace  “like  a shock  of  corn  fully  ripe.” 

The  children  of  Hatthew  Watson  (2)  were: 

(1)  Abigail  was  born  in  1734.  (2)  iMallie,  born 

March  5,  1735,  married  Enoch  Remington,  of  Bar- 
rington, R.  I.,  and  they  died,  she  in  East  Provi- 
dence, and  he  in  June,  1811,  aged  eighty-three 
years.  One  of  their  children,  Bethiah,  born  in 
Barrington,  married  Asa  Armington,  of  East 
Providence  (see  Armington).  (3)  Rachel,  born 
in  July,  1736,  married  Reuben  Marcy,  of  Ashford, 
Conn.  (4)  Alercy,  born  March  3,  1738,  married 
Joshua  Ingraham,  of  Warren,  R.  I.  (5)  Bethia, 
born  Oct.  2,  1739?  married  Seth  Knapp,  of  Reho- 
both,  i\Iass.  (6)  iMatthew  was  born  iVpril  9,  1741. 
(7)  Lydia  was  born  Dec.  17,  1742.  (8)  Wil- 

liam, born  June  25,  1744,  married  Susannah  Bul- 
lock, of  Rehoboth,  i\Iass.  (9)  John,  born  Oct. 
5,  1746,  married  Sarah  Allen,  of  Rehoboth.  (10) 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  2,  1748,  married  IMehetabel 
Reynolds,  of  North  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

(HI)  iMatthew  Watson  (3),  son  of  Matthew 

(2) ,  born  April  9,  1741,  married  in  1763,  Alice 
Adams,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.  ]\Ir.  Watson  died 
March  15,  1801,  and  i\lrs.  Watson  passed  away 
June  30,  1804.  Their  children  were:  Matthew, 
born  in  1765,  married  Lucrctia  Waterman,  daugh- 
ter of  Asa  and  Anne  (Cook)  Waterman,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.;  Samuel,  born  about  1773,  married 
to  Martha  T.  Bicknell,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  was  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  gave  to  the  church  at 
Barrington,  a farm;  and  John  was  born  in  1777. 

(IV)  John  Watson,  son  of  IMatthew  (3),  born 
about  1777,  married  Nancy  Waterman,  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Anne  (Cook)  Waterman,  of  Norwich, 
Conn.  Mrs.  Watson  passed  away  July  19,  1811, 
aged  thirty-four  years.  Their  children  were : 
Robert  Sterry  Waterman,  born  Sept.  29,  1804; 

John  William,  of  North  Swansea;  and  Julia,  who 
married  (filbert  R.  Lawless. 

( \ ) Robert  .Sterry  Waterman  W'at.son,  son 
of  John  and  Nancy,  was  born  .Sept.  29,  i8o|.  He 
married  Patience  llligli,  bor;i  Nov.  3.  1809.  of 


Barrington  Center,  R.  I.,  and  they  had  children, 
as  follows:  Sherjeshub  Townsend;  Annie  Cooke, 
who  married  Henry  AI.  Howe;  John  William; 
Henry  Holden  and  Mary  Holden  (twins),  the 
latter  of  whom  married  Stephen  Bligh ; Robert 
Sterry  (i),  deceased;  Robert  Sterry  (2),  deceased; 
Robert  Sterry  (3);  Emily,  deceased;  and  Char- 
lotte Armington.  The  name  Robert  Sterry  has 
been  kept  in  the  family  to  commemorate  the  name 
of  Lieut.  Sterry,  a friend  of  Gen.  LaEayette. 

(XT)  Robert  Sterry  Watson  (3),  son  of  Rob- 
ert Sterry  Waterman,  was  born  in  Chicago.  111., 
April  20,  1848,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Barrington.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  to  a limited  degree,  but  is  a mason  by 
trade,  following  that  occu])ation  all  his  life.  He  has 
been  an  active  w'orker  in  the  interests  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  for  some  years  w'as  a member  of 
the  Democratic  State  central  committee.  He  was 
a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  E.  He  married  Adelaide 
M.  Kendrick,  who  was  born  in  East  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1846,  and  they  have  two  sons:  Elmer 
Kendrick,  born  June  8,  1870;  and  Sumner  Arling- 
ton, born  May  23,  1874,  married  Lena  Medbury, 
and  has  two  children,  Rudolph  and  Esther. 

(VH)  Elmer  Kendrick  Watson,  son  of 
Robert  Sterry  and  Adelaide  XL  (Kendrick)  Wat- 
son, was  born  June  8,  1870,  in  Barrington,  R.  I. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Barrington  and  the  Warren  high  school.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  work  for  his  father, 
learning  of  him  the  mason’s  trade.  He  worked 
at  this  for  three  or  four  years,  and  then  engaged 
in  contract  w-ork.  He  married  Ebba  Ruhlin, 
daughter  of  William  Ruhlin.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren, but  in  1907  adopted  Rachel  S.  Watson.  Xlr. 
Watson  is  a XIason,  belonging  to  the  Lodge,  Chap- 
ter and  Commandery,  and  also  is  a member  of  the 
Xlystic  Shrine. 

JOEL  PECKHAXI,  superintendent  of  the  ])ub- 
lic  schools  of  Xliddletown,  and  tax  collector  for 
that  district,  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  on 
the  island,  and  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
is  connected  with  the  oldest  families  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Peckham  was  born  in  England,  and 
emigrated  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land, making  his  home  in  Xliddletown.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  XIary  Clarke, 
and  his  second,  Eleanor  (surname  not  known). 
He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children. 

(II)  William  Peckham.  youngest  son  of  John 
by  his  first  marriage,  was  born  in  1647,  and  lived 
in  Newport.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Eirst  Baptist  Church,  the  fourth  pastor  of  it  and 
the  first  Baptist  minister  probably  to  be  ordained 
on  this  continent.  He  had  two  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

(lilt  Samuel  Peckham.  youngest  son  of  Wil- 
liam, married  Elizabeth  Weeden,  daughter  of 
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James  and  Elizabeth  Weeden,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  iNIiddletown,  Mr.  Peckham  dying  there  in 
1757.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them. 

(IV)  William  Peckham  was  born  in  1727,  in 

Middletown,  and  there  married,  Oct.  5,  1758, 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Joshua  Peckham. 

(V)  Augustus  Peckham  was  born  in  Aliddle- 
town,  Jan.  6,  1761.  He  made  farming  his  occu- 
pation and  spent  all  his  active  life  in  (Middletown. 
During  his  last  years  he  lived  retired  in  Newport. 
He  was  a man  well-known  throughout  that  region 
and  was  highly  respected.  He  was  married  June 
10,  1792,  to  Esther  Pratt,  who  died  a number  of 
years  before  him,  her  death  occurring  June  24, 
1831,  and  his  Jan.  22,  1844.  Both  are  buried  in 
the  (Middletown  cemetery,  their  resting  place 
marked  by  a handsome  stone.  They  had  a family 
of  five  children,  namely : James,  who  died  un- 
married ; Augustus,  who  died  on  the  homestead 
in  Middletown,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Charles; 
Sarah,  who  married  Felix  Peckham  ; Esther,  sec- 
ond wife  of  Felix  Peckham;  and  George  Wash- 
ington. 

(VI)  George  Washington  Peckham  was  born 
in  Middletown  Nov.  8,  1800,  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  When  a young  man  he  made 
one  voyage  on  a whaling  vessel,  but  otherwise 
his  whole  life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  and  his  brother  Augustus  were  associated  in 
(Middletown  in  general  farming  operations  and  in 
sheep  raising,  and  were  very  successful  in  their 
operations.  George  W.  Peckham  was  in  poor 
health  for  several  years  before  his  death,  which 
event  occurred  Feb.  14,  1856,  and  he  was  buried 
in  the  Middletown  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was 
a Whig,  and  in  religious  faith  a Baptist  and  a 
member  of  the  Second  Church  of  Newport. 

Mr.  Peckham’s  death  in  middle  life  left  his 
widow . with  a large  family  to  bring  up.  Mrs. 
Peckham,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Barker, 
was  born  Oct.  28,  1804,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Barker.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Peckham  took  place 
Nov.  22,  1825,  and  from  that  time  until  her  death, 
(May  I,  1870,  her  life  was  one  of  complete  devotion 
to  her  home  and  family.  Her  remains  were  in- 
terred beside  those  of  her  husband  in  Middletown 
cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren: (i)  James  H.,  born  Oct.  17,  1826,  died  of 

scarlet  fever,  Feb.  4,  1834.  (2)  Leander,  born 

Oct.  21,  1827,  served  three  months  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  Sept,  ii,  1873.  (3)  Octavius,  born 

June  5,  1829,  died  of  scarlet  fever,  Feb.  6.  1834. 
(4)  Amelia,  born  Oct.  6,  1830,  died  of  scarlet 
fever,  Feb.  13,  1834.  (5)  Octavius  (2).  born 

March  4,  1835,  died  Dec.  18,  1840.  (6)  George 

Washington,  born  Sept.  24,  1836,  died  March  31. 
1846.  (7)  Amelia  (2),  born  Feb.  ii.  1838.  died 

Dec.  17,  1841.  (8)  Phoebe,  born  Feb.  3.  1840. 

died  Oct.  25,  1841.  (9)  Eliza  Amelia,  born  J?;n. 

16,  1842.  married  John  Spooner,  who  died  April 
12,  1896,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  in  (Middle- 
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town.  (10)  George  Washington,  Jr.,  born  April 
22,  1843,  Eeb.  3,  1878.  He  did  long  service 
throughout  the  Civil  war,  participating  in  seven- 
teen engagements.  He  first  enlisted  Oct.  5,  1861, 
in  Company  C,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artiller\-,  and 
was  discharged  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  on  Jan.  19, 
1864.  The  following  day  he  re-enlisted  and  was 
finally  discharged  at  Richmond,  Va.,  June  9,  1865. 
(ii)  Esther  Sarah,  born  July  8,  1844,  died  (Jet. 
17,  1852.  (12)  Joel  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 

(13)  William  Augustus,  born  July  13,  1849,  died 
Nov.  19,  1904.  He  married  Emma  L.  Slocum, 
whose  death  occurred  a few  months  prior  to  his,  on 
April  19,  1904.  Their  only  son,  William  Augustus, 
was  born  April  13,  1892.  (14)  John  O.  C.,  born 

Jan.  7,  1851,  resides  at  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

(VII)  Joel  Peckham  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm  July  21,  1846,  and  was  only  ten  years  old 
when  his  father  passed  away.  After  his  father’s 
death  and  the  division  of  the  property  his  mother 
left  the  farm  and  settled  on  another  part  of  the 
land  belonging  to  the  homestead.  The  boy's  edu- 
cation was  limited  to  that  offered  in  the  district 
schools,  followed  by  a commercial  course  in  a night 
school  in  Newport,  but  he  made  the  best  use  he 
could  of  his  opportunities  and  supplemented  them 
by  reading  and  study  by  himself,  so  that  he  is  to-day 
well  qualified  for  tlie  position  he  holds.  He  first 
learned  the  painter’s  trade,  in  Newport,  aiul  fol- 
lowed it  for  several  years,  but  as  it  did  not  agree 
with  his  health  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing for  the  most  part,  doing  only  occasional  jobs 
of  painting,  and  making  his  home  on  a portion  of 
the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Peckham  has  always  been  personally  con- 
cerned in  the  conduct  of  local  affairs,  though  his 
deepest  interest  has  ever  been  along  educational 
lines.  From  1885  to  1890  he  was  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  served  on  the  committees  on 
Education,  Corporations  and  Engrossed  Bills. 
Since  1891  he  has  been  filling  the  office  of  tax 
collector  of  Middletown,  giving  universal  satis- 
faction, and  has  also  settled  a number  of  estates  in 
Middletown,  Newport  and  Portsmouth.  His  best 
and  most  valuable  work,  however,  has  been  done 
in  the  schools,  of  which  he  has  been  superintend- 
ent since  1884,  while  for  over  thirty-five  years 
he  has  been  clerk  and  a member  of  the  school 
board.  He  was  also  trustee  and  treasurer  of 
School  District  No.  5 from  1878  until  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  school  districts  in  1904.  Mr.  Peckham 
feels  that  the  schools  are  the  place  in  which  the 
sentiments  of  patriotism  and  good  citizenship  are 
to  be  instilled  into  the  pupils’  minds,  and  has  sought 
to  maintain  a high  standard  in  all  directions.  (Mr. 
Peckham  holds  membership  in  Coronet  Council, 
No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Newport.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Peckham  was  married  in  Portsmouth,  Jan. 
10,  1871,  to  (Mary  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Thomas 
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G.  and  Eliza  iMaria  (Peckham)  Rogers,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  Rogers,  of  Portsmouth. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union.  The 
elder,  Nellie  Rogers,  attended  the  Middletown 
schools  and  later  was  graduated  from  the  Rogers 
high  school  in  Newport,  in  which  city  she  is  now 
teaching.  Harry  Elwood,  the  younger,  is  operat- 
ing a large  dairy  farm  in  iMiddletown.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  i\ label  Horton  Fisher,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Eloise  Mary.  The  Peckham  family 
arc  all  attendants  at  the  St.  Columha  (Berkeley 
iNlemorial)  Church.  Mr.  Peckham  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  and  organizers  of  the  Aquidncck 
Grange,  in  which  he  is  still  active,  and  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  Master. 

i\lr.  Peckham’s  mother,  Eliza  (Barker)  Peck- 
ham, was  a member  of  the  well  known  Barker 
family  of  Rhode  Island,  her  descent  being  from  (1) 
James  Barker  through  (il)  James  Barker  (2), 
(III)  James  Barker  (3),  (IC)  James  Barker  (4), 
(\’)  James  Barker  (5),  (VI)  John  Barker  and 
(\T1)  Gideon  Barker,  to  (\T1I)  Nathaniel  Barker, 
her  father. 

FREDERICK  PAL.MER  BABCOCK,  founder 
and  proprietor  of  the  celebrated  iMount  Pleasant 
Dairy  h'arm,  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  dairymen  in  the  State. 

I le  comes  of  that  old  and  honorable  family  which 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  history  of 
Westerly  since  1662,  and  is  a representative  of  the 
eighth  generation  from  James  Babcock,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family,  the  line  being:  James,  John, 
Capt.  John,  Ichabod,  Joseph,  Capt.  Daniel,  Ezra 
and  Frederick  Palmer. 

(I)  James  Babcock,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of 
the  family  in  New  England,  was  born  in  1612,  in 
the  County  of  Essex,  England,  and  died  June  12, 

He  resided  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  in  1662 
he  and  his  family  removed  to  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Westerly,  R.  1.  He  was  made  a freeman  I'eb. 
25,  1O65.  His  first  wife  bore  the  name  of  Sarah, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  1665.  In  1669  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  March. 

(II)  John  Babcock  was  born  in  1644,  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.  Tradition  says  that  he  eloped  with 
Mary  Lawton  from  Newport,  and  settled  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Pawcatuck  river,  near  what  is 
known  as  Massatuxet  Cove,  in  the  town  of  Wes- 
terly. Many  romantic  stories  in  verse  and  prose 
are  founded  on  this  tradition.  Some  of  the  pro))- 
erty  on  which  he  settled  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Frederick  P.  Babcock, 
and  has  not  only  never  been  out  of  the  family,  but 
has  been  constantly  occui)ied  by  its  members,  with 
the  exce])tion  of  a period  during  King  Philip’s  war, 
when  John  Babcock  is  supposed  to  have  taken  ref- 
uge in  Connecticut. 

(HI)  Ca])t.  John  Babcock,  born  at  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  in  R/xj.  became  a freeman  I'eb.  13,  1689, 
and  died  .March  28,  1J4G.  In  1700  he  married 


Mary  Champlin.  Captain  Babcock  held  many  town 
offices,  became  captain  in  the  militia,  and  was  a 
highly  respected  and  honored  man  of  liis  day. 

(I\')  Ichabod  Babcock  was  born  Nov.  21,  1703. 
He  was  lieutenant  of  the  ist  Company,  Westerly 
Militia,  in  1734,  1735  and  1736.  He  died  in  1768, 
at  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  a member  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Bai)tist  Church.  On  Dec.  i,  1731, 
he  married  his  cousin,  Jemima  Babcock. 

(V)  Joseph  Babcock,  born  Feb.  3,  1735,  died 
in  March,  1804.  His  first  marriage  occurred  March 
31,  1765,  to  Hannah  (Clark)  Champlin,  born  Dec. 
9,  1747,  in  South  Kingstown,  who  died  in  1767. 
He  married  again,  in  1774,  Hannah,  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  Ross,  of  Westerly. 

(VI)  Capt.  Daniel  Babcock,  born  Sept.  20, 

1777,  died  in  i860.  At  one  time  he  was  a sea  cap- 
tain, but  later  became  a farmer  at  Westerly,  and  in 
1821  became  captain  of  militia  at  that  place.  On 
Oct.  29,  1801,  he  married  Nancy,  born  Dec.  19, 

1778,  in  Westerly,  daughter  of  Col.  James  and  Jo- 
anna (McDowell)  Babcock.  His  children  were: 
Nancy,  born  Nov.  29,  1803,  married  John  Hall ; 
Emory,  born  Feb.  6,  1806,  died  June  29,  1892; 
Oliver,  born  June  26,  1811,  married  iMartha  Dick- 
ens; Joseph,  born  Dec.  24,  1813,  died  May  12, 
1892;  and  Ezra  was  born  Jan.  16,  1816. 

(VH)  Ezra  Babcock  was  born  Jan.  16,  1816, 
in  W’esterly,  R.  I.  When  but  a young  man  he  be- 
gan following  the  business  of  a fisherman,  at  which 
he  was  employed  for  many  years.  During  the  early 
gold  excitement  in  California  he  went  there  for  a 
period,  subsequently  returning  to  Westerly,  which 
was  thereafter  his  home.  He  died  Dec.  31,  1898, 
a man  highly  esteemed.  His  first  wife,  Lucy  Bab- 
cock, born  Oct.  7,  1822,  was  a daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  Babcock,  of  (Toventry,  Conn.  This  wife 
died  Nov.  4,  1845,  leaving  a daughter,  Lucy,  who 
died  when  two  years  old.  For  his  second  wife 
Ezra  Babcock  married  Dec.  12,  1855,  Eunice  Pal- 
mer, of  Stonington.  Conn.,  born  Aug.  9,  1833, 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Lucy  (Burdick)  Pal- 
mer. By  the  second  marriage  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Frederick  Palmer  was  born  Jan.  27, 
18^8;  Miss  Hannah,  born  Aug.  24,  i860,  resides 
at  'the  old  homestead  with  her  mother ; Charlotte, 
born  June  20,  1865,  married  June  30,  1890,  Austin 
H.  Keyes  (born  Oct.  i,  1861,  and  now  superintend- 
ent of  schools  at  Dover,  N.  H.),  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Donald  and  Phyllis  V. 

(\TH)  Frederick  Palmer  Babcock  was  born  Jan. 
27,  1858,  on  the  old  homestead,  adjoining  where 
he  now  lives.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Westerly  and  later  a private  school  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  conducted  by  Prof.  Foster,  and  though 
reared  on  the  farm  (as  he  lived  with  his  parents  un- 
til his  marriage)  he  sjient  a considerable  portion 
of  his  boyhood  going  on  the  water  with  his  father 
in  fishingl  In  this  way  a fondness  for  the  water 
and  a familiarity  with  boat  construction  were  ac- 
(luired,  each  of  which  has  been  characteristic  of  the 
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man.  For  a number  of  seasons  he  ran  the  ])leas- 
iire  yacht  ‘Alastuxet"  from  Watch  Hill.  This 
craft  he  owned,  and  under  his  direction  it  was  one 
of  the  most  popular  pleasure  craft  at  that  time 
around  Watch  Hill.  For  a few  years  after  his  mar- 
riag^e  Mr.  Babcock  followed  the  water  as  either 
a fisherman  or  operating-  pleasure  craft.  It  was 
about  1892  when  he  began  the  dairy  business  which 
has  developed  into  his  present  interests  in  that  line. 
From  boyhood  he  had  always  understood  the  care 
of  cows,  and  had  worked  around  them  more  or  less. 
In  going  into  that  business  it  was  not  to  do  so  as 
an  ordinary  farmer,  hut  as  an  up-to-date  dairyman, 
utilizing  the  most  approved  and  scientific  methods. 
Naturallv  a man  who  did  thoroughly  and  well 
whatever  he  undertook,  l\Ir.  Babcock  gradually 
built  up  a business  which  is  by  far  the  representa- 
tive one  of  its  line  in  this  section  of  New  England. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  Dairy  is  noted  for  the  su- 
periority and  cleanliness  of  its  product,  whiqh  is 
largely  consumed  by  invalids  and  children.  The 
milk,  after  taken  from  the  cows,  is  at  once  aerated 
and  bottled,  and  always  commands  a substantially 
higher  price  than  the  average.  Mr.  Babcock  has 
made  his  business  a study,  being  constantly  on  the 
alert  for  improving  it,  and  aiming  not  only  to  main- 
tain but  to  exceed  the  already  high  standard  to 
which  he  has  brought  it.  In  addition  to  the  dairy 
business,  Mr.  Babcock  handles  all  kinds  of  farm- 
ing implements  and  fertilizers.  A natural  me- 
chanic. with  his.  practical  knowledge  of  boats  and 
their  construction  he  finds  pleasant  and  profitable 
recreation  in  building  small  craft  during  the  win- 
ter season. 

In  Public  affairs  in  the  town  ^Ir.  Babcock  s inter- 
est is  that  of  a progressive  and  enterprising  citizen. 
He  has  held  apart  from  political  affairs,  and  is  not 
bound  to  anv  political  party,  being  strictly  hide- 
pendent  and  selecting  the  man  not  for  his  political 
party,  but  for  his  fitness.  Mr.  Babcock  is  one  oi 
the  active  and  promising  members  of  Christ 
Church,  at  Westerly,  in  which  he  is  a vestryman. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  married  Dec.  25,  1880.  to  Miss 
A.  Elizabeth  Chapman,  who  was  born  Oct.^  i,  i86t. 
daughter  of  Harris  Pendleton  and  Bridget  A. 
(Kenyon)  Chapman.  Their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows; Grace  E..  born  Nov.  8,  1886;  Dorothy,  born 
Aug.  8.  1889:  Harold  F..  born  ^lay  31,  1891  ; and 
Helen  M.,  born  Feb.  21.  1895.  Mr.  Babcock  built 
his  pleasant  home  as  well  as  all  the  other  buildings 
on  his  farm.  He  is  a successful  business  man, 
whose  methods  have  won  for  him  a most  excellent 
reputation,  and  he  enjoys  high  standing  as  a citizen. 

^AIANCHESTER.  The  first  of  the  name  of 
IManchester  in  Bristol  was  Benjamin  :Manchester, 
progenitor  of  all  of  the  name  of  the  town.  His 
parentage  and  place  of  birth  are  unknown,  but  in 
all  probability  he  was  a descendant  of  Thomas 
Manchester,  who  settled  in  Portsmouth,  on  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1643. 

Benjamin  Manchester  probably  came  to  Bristol 
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in  his  early  manhood.  He  filed  his  intentions  of 
marriage  with  the  clerk  of'the  town  July  12,  1723, 
and  Aug.  16,  1723,  at  Little  Com])ton,  R.  I.,  he 
married  Martha  Seabury,  second  child  of  Joseph 
Seabury  and  Phebe  Forbes,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Richard  Billings,  pastor  of  the  United 
Congregational  Church  of  that  town.  Probably 
the  newly  married  pair  made  their  wedding  jour- 
ney to  Bristol,  and  in  that  town  were  born  their 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Benjamin  Man- 
chester owned  and  occupied  a house  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  Hope  and  Franklin  streets,  which 
long  ago  disappeared.  At  the  time  of  the  bom- 
bardment of  Bristol,  Oct.  7,  1775,  this  house  in 
common  with  others  received  some  of  the  balls, 
and  one  of  its  doors  bore  ever  after  the  mark  of 
these  missiles.  For  years  this  door  was  held  as 
a relic  by  IMrs.  Miriam  (Wyatt)  Spooner,  herself 
a descendant  of  Benjamin  Manchester.  Of  the 
latter’s  life  and  occupation  little  or  nothing  is 
known.  According  to  the  records  of  the  town 
meetings  March  16,  1729-30.  he  was  elected 
tything-man  and  again  the  following  year.  In 
October,  1731,  he  was  chosen  juryman.  Benja- 
min Manchester’s  death  occurred  in  Bristol,  May 
15,  1760,  and  his  widow  passed  away  in  that  town, 
Jan.  25,  1780.  Of  the  children  of  Benjamin  and 
Martha  (Seabury)  Manchester, 

Nathaniel  was  the  youngest,  born  April  2,  1744, 
and  he  died  in  Bristol  April  8,  1833,  aged  eighty- 
nine  y^ars.  He  married  Elizabeth  Cox,  daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Pearse)  Cox.  It  does  not 
appear  that  he  ever  held  public  office,  but  his  name 
is  early  on  the  records  of  St.  Michael’s  Church. 
In  1779  he  was  elected  vestryman,  when,  accord- 
ing to  the  record,  1779-80,  “in  the  old  Court-house 
there  was  a meeting  of  as  many  members  of  the 
parish  as  the  distressing  times  would  admit.’’  It 
had  already  been  recorded  in  1778  “Our  parish 
church,  reared  by  the  greatest  possible  exertions 
of  our  forefathers  when  but  few  of  them  and  they 
])Oor,  was  burnt  to  ashes  on  Monday  the  25th  of 
May,  A.  D.,  1778,  together  with  upwards  of 
twenty  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings  in  this 
town,  by  a regiment  of  British  ruffians  under  Col- 
onel Campbell  from  Rhode  Island.  This  church 
was  furnished  with  an  excellent  clock  and  one  of 
the  finest-toned  bells  ever  heard  in  this  country.’’ 
In  1803  Nathaniel  Manchester  was  one  of  the 
petitioners  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Is- 
land for  the  incorporation  of  St.  Michael’s  Church, 
which  act  was  done  in  Newport,  in  May  of  that 
vear.  In  1802  he  was  elected  warden  and  held  this 
office  as  late  as  1823,  when  the  following  notice 
appeared  in  the  Providence  Journal,  of  date  Feb. 
6th,  in  the  list  of  deaths : “Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Manchester,  one  of  the  wardens  of  St. 
Michael’s  Church,  Bristol.”  This  makes  a con- 
tinuous service  to  the  church  of  more  than  half  a 
century.  During  the  struggle  for  independence  he 
performed  duty  within  the  confines  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  as  a private  in  the  Rhode  Island 
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Continental  Line,  and  for  this  service  his  name  was 
placed  on  the  pension  roll  (Arnold’s  V.  R.,  vol. 

12,  p.  343,  and  Narragansett  Hist.  Reg.,  vol.  2, 
p.  129).  Nathaniel  Manchester  died  in  Bristol 
April  8,  1833,  and  was  buried  in  the  church-yard 
of  St.  i\lichael‘s.  Of  the  seven  children  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Elizabeth  (Cox)  Manchester, 

John  was  the  third,  horn  July  20,  1774.  bap- 
tized by  the  Rev.  John  Usher,  rector  of  St. 
?^IichaeI’s  Church,  Sept.  18,  1774,  and  confirmed 
by  Bishop  Bass,  who  made  a visitation  to  the 
parish  June  17,  1797.  He,  too,  was  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  affairs  of  the  church.  In  1813  he 
was  elected  vestryman,  which  office  he  held  for 
many  years,  later  became  warden  and  in  1845  was 
senior  warden.  For  many  years  he  was  United 
States  Custom  House  Officer  for  the  port  of  Bris- 
tol. John  Manchester  married  Rebecca  Chris- 
topher, daughter  of  Whlliam  Christopher  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  Paine,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Edward 
and  Mary  (Bosworth)  Paine.  John  Manchester's 
death  occurred  July  31,  1847,  and  he  was  buried  in 
the  North  Cemetery. 

Nathaniel  Manchester  was  the  third  child 
and  second  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Christopher) 
Manchester,  and  was  born  July  24,  1804.  His 
education,  obtained  in  Bristol,  was  the  best  of  the 
schools  of.  the  town  afforded,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  went  to  Bedford,  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  cooper.  He  then  engaged  in  that  ca- 
pacity in  the  whaling-ship  “Hope,”,  sailing  from 
New  Bedford  in  the  summer  of  1826,  and  was  on 
this  voyage  thirty  months.  He  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable ingenuity,  and  the  barrels  that  he  made 
for  the  oil  were  not  only  of  regulation  size,  but 
were  made  to  fit  any  nook  or  cranny,  however 
small.  When  the  ship  reached  home  it  was  said 
that  never  before  had  a ship  come  into  port  so 
heavily  laden.  He  returned  home  with  shattered 
health,  and  never  went  to  sea  again.  The  rest  of 
INIr.  Manchester’s  life  was  spent  in  his  native  town, 
where,  after  the  passing  of  the  cooper’s  business, 
together  with  the  shipping  interests,  he  finally  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business.  About  1870  he  re- 
tired from  business,  and  his  death  occurred  at  his 
home,  the  house  which  he  himself  had  built,  Aug. 

13,  1887.  He  would  never  accept  office  of  any 
kind,  Init  was  ever  ready  to  do  a kindness  for  a 
friend  or  neighbor.  His  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond,  and  he  was  a worthy  son  of  the  father  he  so 
deeply  loved,  and  for  whom  he  sincerely  mourned. 

Nathaniel  Manchester  was  married  Dec.  14, 
^835.  to  Eunice  Gladding  Coit,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Eunice  (Gladding)  Coit,  and  two  daughters 
were  born  to  this  union  : Anna  B.  and  Eunice  B., 
neitlier  of  whom  were  ever  married. 

BROW  N.  Tliere  are  \ et  residents  of  the  towns 
of  Barrington  and  Warren  representatives  of  the 
historic  and  prominent  Brown  family  of  the  old 
Plymouth  Colony  of  "Mayflower"  connection,  and 


of  Pilgrim  association  across  the  sea  before  the 
coming  of  the  Pilgrims  in  1620.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  posterity  of  the  late  Jabez  Brown,  of 
Warren,  long  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  that  community,  where  now  re- 
sides a grandson,  John  H.  Brown,  active  in  busi- 
ness life ; and  in  Barrington  to  the  descendants  of 
the  late  Nathaniel  and  Allen  Brown,  long  leading 
men  of  that  community.  It  is  the  purpose  here  to 
treat  of  the  families  of  these  men  and  of  their 
Brown  lineage,  coming  as  they  do  from  a long 
line  of  prominent,  most  worthy  and  honored  fore- 
fathers, who  in  turn  have  played  conspicuous 
parts  in  the  annals  of  several  of  the  towns  which 
came  out  of  the  old  Colony.  Many,  too,  of  the 
name,  were  active  in  the  defence  of  the  Colonies 
in  the  Revolution,  among  them  Wdlliam,  Samuel, 
James,  James,  Jr.,  and  Ichabod  Brown,  all  serving 
from  Barrington.  In  the  following  the  Roman 
characters  used  at  the  beginning  of  a paragraph 
indicate  generations  removed  from  the  emigrant 
settler. 

(I)  John  Brown,  a resident  of  the  south  and 
west  of  England,  supposed  to  be  a brother  of  Peter 
Brown,  who  came  in  the  “IMayflower,”  in  1620, 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Ley- 
den, Holland,  prior  to  1620.  He  came  to  New 
England  prior  to  1636,  and  it  is  thought  about 
1630.  There  accompanied  him,  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
and  their  three  children,  James,  who  married 
Lydia,  daughter  of  John  Howland,  of  the  ‘Alay- 
fiower" ; Mary,  who  married  Capt.  Thomas  W'il- 
lett;  and  John.  Mr.  Brown  was  of  Boston  and 
Plymouth,  and  later  of  Duxbury  and  Swansea. 
He  was  a man  of  large  influence,  great  energy  of 
character,  and  deep  and  earnest  piety — a grand 
pioneer  in  the  settlements  of  the  towns  on  the 
west  of  old  Plymouth.  He  was  made  a freeman 
in  1634.  In  1636  he  was  a resident  of  Duxbury, 
and  in  that  year  he  was  chosen  assistant,  an  office 
he  held  by  annual  election  for  seventeen  years. 
His  name  is  among  the  purchasers  of  Cohannett 
(Taunton)  in  1637,  and  with  Miles  Standish  he 
erected  hounds  around  the  purchase  in  1640.  iMr. 
Br-own  probably  removed  thither  with  his  family 
before  1643.  1643  company 

who  purchased  Rehoboth,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
extensive  purchasers.  He  removed  to  Rehoboth 
prior  to  the  summer  of  1645.  He  became  sole 
proprietor  of  Wannamoisett  and  Wannamoisett 
Neck  (now  Bullock’s  Point  and  Riverside),  which 
originally  included  portions  of  the  towns  of  Reho- 
hoth  and  Swansea,  with  a large  part  of  Barrington 
and  south  part  of  Seekonk  and  East  Providence. 
In  1643  tlie  Colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Plymouth, 
Connecticut  and  New  Haven,  for  their  common 
defense  and  welfare,  were  united  in  a confederacy, 
styled  the  United  Colony  of  New  England.  At 
the  meetings  of  this  body,  John  Brown  represented 
Plymouth  for  some  twelve  years,  and  exerted 
large  influence.  He  died  A]udl  to,  1662,  in  ^^'an- 
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namoisett,  and  his  widow  Dorothy  passed  away 
Jan.  27,  1674,  in  Swansea,  aged  ninety  years. 

(II)  James  Brown,  born  in  England,  son  of 
John  the  settler,  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Plym- 
outh in  1638.  He  was  at  Taunton  in  1643.  He 
removed  from  Taunton  with  his  father,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  found- 
ing of  Swansea,  and  as  well  a leading  man  of  the 
Rev.  Myles’s  Church.  As  stated  in  the  forego- 
ing he  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  John  Howland, 
of  the  “Mayflower.”  He  was  one  of  the  seven 
constituent  members  of  Rev.  John  Myles’s  Church. 
He  and  his  father  were  both  opposed  to  the  union 
of  Church  and  State.  He  was  liberal  in  civil  and 
religious  matters.  He  was  assistant  to  the  Gov- 
ernor in  1665,  1666,  and  from  1673  to  1683,  when 
he  declined  to  serve  longer.  He  was  deputy  from 
Swansea  in  1666-1669-1671  and  1672.  He  died 
Oct.  29,  1710,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  leaving 
James,  born  in  May,  1655;  Jabez ; and  Dorothy 
Kent. 

(H)  John  Brown  (2),  son  of  John  the  settler, 
born  probably  in  England,  removed  from  Taun- 
ton following  his  father  and  brother  James  in  1647, 
and  was  of  Rehoboth  and  Swansea.  He  married 
Lydia,  daughter  of  William  Buckland,  and  their 
children  were:  John,  born  in  September,  1650; 
Lydia,  August,  1656;  Plannah,  Jan.  29,  1657:  Jo- 
seph, April  9,  1658;  and  Nathaniel,  June  9,  if^i. 
The  father  made  his  will  March  31,  1662,  and  died 
soon  thereafter  (according  to  Rehoboth  records, 
last  of  March,  1662). 

(HI)  Joseph  Brown,  son  of  John  (2).  born 
April  9,  1658,  married  Nov.  10,  1680,  Hannah 
Fitch,  and  lived  in  Rehoboth.  Their  children 
were:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  21,  1681  ; Hannah,  Nov. 
21,  1681;  Jabez,  Dec.  30,  1683;  John,  March  13, 
1685;  Joseph  (2),  Aug.  28,  1688:  Lidah,  Dec.  5, 
1691  ;*  Benjamin,  April  13,  1694:  Mary,  June  28, 
1696;  Christopher,  June  17,  1699;  and  Jeremiah, 
Oct.  7,  1702. 

From  John  Brown,  the  emigrant  settler, 
through  his  two  sons.  James  and  John,  a partial 
record  of  whose  families  is  in  the  town  of  Reho- 
both, Mass.,  came  a branch  of  the  Browns  of  the 
towns  of  Barrington  and  Warren.  in  Bristol 
county,  R.  I.  Among  the  early  Brown  families  in 
Barrington  were  those  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Brown, 
of  Isaac  and  IMary  (Bowen)  Brown,  Isaac  and 
Esther  (Bowen)  Brown,  the  latter  couples  being 
married  in  1725  and  1727-28,  respectively.  A lit- 
tle later  the,  family  of  James  and  Rebecca  Brown 
is  of  record  both  in  Barrington  and  Warren,  as 
are  also  the  families  of  William  and  Nathan 
Brown. 

(IV)  On  authoritv  of  the  recent  history  of 
Barrington,  R.  I..  William  Brown  (above)  is 
placed  in  the  fourth  generation  from  John  Brown, 
the  emigrant  settler  of  Plymouth.  The  children  of 
V illiam  and  Alethea  Brown  were : Amey.  born 
Aug.  I.  1762;  Martin.  Feb.  4.  1764;  Kent,  Dec. 


1765;  Rnssell,  Oct.  23,  1772;  Anna,  Oct.  23, 
1772;  and  Allen,  Jan.  6,  1780.  (There  was  a Wil- 
liam Brown  born  Sept.  10,  1737,  whose  birth  is 
recorded  in  Barrington,  who  was  a son  of  Heze- 
kiah  and  Joanna,  and  this  may  be  the  William 
Brown  who  married  Alethea.) 

(V)  Martin  Brown,  son  of  William,  born 
Feb.  4,  1764,  married  March  31,  1789,  Sally  Mat- 
thewson,  and  to  the  marriage  came  children  as 
follows:  Jabez,  born  Aug.  28,  1790;  Harvey,  Nov. 
28,  1792;  Martin,  F'eb.  24,  1798;  and  Allen,  July 
16,  1803. 

(VT)  Jabez  Brown,  son  of  IMartin,  born  Aug. 
28,  1790,  married  Jan.  7,  1813,  Susanna  Lawton, 
and  they  had  children:  Noel;  Jabez  J. ; Allen;  Jo- 
seph Lawton;  Sarah,  who  married  (first)  Capt. 
John  Howe,  and  (second)  Abraham  Bowen; 
Mary,  who  married  Rodolphus  Johnson;  and  Liz- 
zie, who  married  Horace  Viall.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  Mr.  Brown  became  a resident  of 
W’arren,  R.  I.,  and  ever  afterward  made  it  his  place 
of  abode.  He  followed  the  sea  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one, and  then  as  a young  man  engaged  in  the 
meat  business,  first  in  a small  way,  slaughtering 
his  beef,  and  peddling  it  out  with  a wheel  barrow, 
but  as  the  years  passed  his  business  greatly  in- 
creased. He  erected  a building  back  of  his  build- 
ing on  North  Water  street,  corner  of  Bowen,  and 
soon  became  a large  dealer  for  those  times,  and 
well  known  in  all  the  country.  He  continued  to 
follow  this  business  all  his  life,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful. After  assisting  his  sons  he  still  left  an 
estate  of  $75,000.  He  was  a man  of  good  judg- 
ment and  made  judicious  investments  in  real  es- 
tate which  increased  in  value  and  proved  profitable. 
He  was  an  upright  and  conscientious  man,  firm  and 
fair  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen,  and  he  held 
the  confidence  of  the  community,  and  for  such 
traits  of  character  he  was  greatly  respected  and 
highly  esteemed.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years,  dying  at  his  home  in  V'arren, 
May  24,  1882. 

"(VH)  Joseph  Lawton  Brown,  son  of  Jabez, 
married  Olive  Short  Drown,  and  had  one  child, 
John  H.,  born  Dec.  i,  1851.  Mrs.  Brown  mar- 
ried (second)  Robert  Negus. 

Mrs.  Olive  S.  (Drown)  Brown  was  a grand- 
daughter of  Philip  and  Anna  (Martin)  Drown, 
who  were  married  Aug.  14,  i785> 
children  as  follows : James  and  Tanner,  born  April 
12,  1786;  Anna,  Dec.  8,  1787;  Philip,  April  4, 
1789;  Adelia,  June  22,  1792;  Jonathan,  ?^Iarch  25, 
1794;  Rachel,  April  16,  1796;  and  Ethan,  July  24, 
1798.  James  Drown,  son  of  Philip,  and  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Brown,  married  Jan.  13.  1811,  Rebecca 
Short,  who  died  Oct.  18,  1865.  He  died  Aug.  18, 
1843.  Thev  had  children:  James  D..  Jr.,  born 
lulv  24,  1817  (died  Oct.  30,  1838)  : Allen,  Oct. 
21,' 1819:  Philip.  Oct.  19,  1822;  Eliza  Ann,  )ilarch 
16.  1825  (died  April  8.  1850)  : Rebecca  S., 
Ian.  TO,  1828  (died  Dec.  29.  1848)  ; and 
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C)live  Short,  Jan.  2,  1834  (died  Sept.  20,  1885). 

( V'lll ) John  H.  Brown,  son  of  Joseph  L., 
born  Dec.  i,  1851,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Warren,  advancing'  as  far  as  the  high  school. 
\\  hen  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  clerk 
for  Charles  Phinney,  continuing  until  he  was 
twenty-one.  On  March  i,  1873,  he  went  into  the 
grocery  business  on  North  Water  street,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  business  until  Sept,  i,  1888,  when 
on  account  of  a severe  illness  he  sold  out.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  had  become  interested  in  the  ice 
business,  the  company  being  known  as  the  Warren 
Ice  Company,  and  he  was  also  engaged  in  the 
wood  and  coal  business.  He  sold  the  ice  business 
in  1892,  but  continued  to  deal  in  coal  and  wood 
until  1903.  In  1890  he  became  interested  in  the 
livery  business  which  he  still  continues.  In  1889 
he  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate,  and 
also  became  an  auctioneer,  still  continuing  to  some 
extent,  his  versatilitv  winning  him  success  in  al- 
most any  line  he  enters.  Mr.  Brown  was  instru- 
mental in  locating  the  Parker  i\lill  in  the  east  part 
of  the  town.  He  opened  up  Lincoln  plat  of  forty- 
four  house  lots,  and  on  that  plat  are  eighteen  nice 
houses.  The  following  year  he  opened  up  Wheaton 
plat  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  there  now  has 
sixteen  new  houses.  He  also  opened  up  the 
Cornell  plat,  and  has  ready  for  opening  the 

Kickemuit  Heights  plat,  ancl  the  Brown  Farm 
l)lat.  which  he  is  now  developing.  His  ac- 
tivity has  brought  prosperity  not  alone  to 
himself  but  to  all  associated  with  him. 

Probably  no  other  one  man,  single  handed,  has 
done  more  for  Warren  in  late  years.  In  politics 
Mr.  Brown  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  been  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  town  committee,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  for  four  years.  He  has 
had  much  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  estates.  He 
was  made  superintendent  of  streets  for  the  town 
of  Warren  from  1895  to  1902,  and  was  overseer 
of  the  poor  for  seven  years.  At  present  he  is  the 
first  assistant  engineer  of  the  Fire  department. 
I'or  some  time  he  was  chief  engineer,  and  he  has 
filled  all  of  the  offices  in  the  department.  He  was 
at  one  time  foreman  of  the  “Narragansctt  Three's.” 
]\Ir.  Brown  is  treasurer  of  the  North  Burial 
(iround,  and  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
South  Burial  Ground.  He  is  a director  of  the 
Warren  Trust  Company,  and  is  on  the  investment 
committee.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings,  and 
is  president  of  the  Union  Club. 

I'raternally  Mr.  Brown  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  to  the  Encamp- 
ment and  Canton.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Philanthropic  Society  of  Warren,  and  the  Benevo- 
lent .Society  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Lizzie  Cook,  daugh- 
ter of  Cicero  'S\.  M.  Cook,  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  three  daughters:  Harriet  Louise, 


who  married  Fred  G.  Smith;  Gertrude  O. ; and 
Lavinia  C. 

(V)  Deacon  Kent  Brown,  son  of  William, 
born  Dec.  27,  1765,  married  (first)  Dec.  8,  1793, 
Betsey  Cole,  born  June  25,  1767,  daugh'ter  of 
William  and  Molly,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  (sec- 
ond) Sept.  22,  1799,  Eunice,  born  Oct.  6,  1775, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ruth.  Two  children, 
Polly,  Oct.  3,  1794,  and  Nathaniel,  Aug.  26,  1796, 
were  born  to  the  first  marriage ; and  to  the  second 
children  as  follows:  Betsey,  born  Aug.  2,  1800; 
Asa,  Nov.  27,  1802;  William,  Nov.  ii,  1804; 
Allen,  Jan.  14,  1808;  Samuel  Allen,  March  3, 
1810;  and  Lym^n,  March  12,  1815. 

Deacon  Brown  in  early  life  learned  the  trade 
of  a shoemaker.  He  was  a man  of  large  influence 
in  the  town  of  Barrington,  and  was  elected  a dea- 
con in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Barrington, 
in  1812,  and  served  as  such  for  many  years.  Erom 
1814  to  1822  he  was  the  efficient  town  treasurer. 
He  died  in  1822,  and,  says  the  epitaph  on  his 
tombstone,  “The  Eather,  Counsellor  and  Guide. 
To  his  children  he  has  left  a bright  example  of 
parental  devotion,  intelligence,  zeal  and  useful- 
ness.” 

(\T)  Nathaniel  Brown,  son  of  Deacon  Kent, 
horn  Aug.  20  (or  26),  1796,  married,  April  12. 
1821,  iMartha  1.  Kinnicutt,  and  to  them  came  chil- 
dren as  follows : iMary  E.,  William  R.,  Albert  C.. 
William  R.  (2),  Henry  C.,  Helen  M.,  Julia  F.  and 
Harriet  A. 

Nathaniel  Brown  was  an  intelligent  man,  and 
as  active  and  useful  citizen.  He  at  one  time  served 
on  the  school  committee  and  was  sent  as  a dele- 
gate to  the  convention  which  framed  the  State 
Constitution.  He  helped  promote  all  good  enter- 
prises of  both  church  and  town.  He  died  in  Bar- 
rington, R.  L,  March  3,  1868. 

(\T)  Allen  Brown,  son  of  Deacon  Kent*  after 
an  active  and  successful  business  career  in  Provi- 
dence, returned  to  his  native  town,  Barrington, 
where  he  continued  his  residence  the  remainder  of 
his  life  time.  His  mature  judgment  and  wide  ex- 
perience made  him  a strong  support  in  the  new 
career  of  the  town.  He  promptly  joined  his  pro- 
gressive townsmen  in  their  plans  to  advance  the 
social  and  civil  concerns  of  Barrington,  and  in  re- 
turn the  town  honored  him  with  the  senatorship 
in  1859-60  and  1861. 

HDN.  LeROY  LEWETT  CHILSON,  late  of 
Woonsocket,  was  one  of  the  city’s  best  known  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens,  having  for  over  half 
a century  been  identified  with  commercial  and  edu- 
cational interests.  He  was  at  one  time  a State  sena- 
tor. and  for  many  years  before  his  death  had  served 
as  chairman  of  the  board  of  education.  Mr.  Chil- 
son  was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  at  Belling- 
ham, Aug.  20,  1833. 

The  Gliilson  family  has  had  an  honorable  record 
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in  ^Massachusetts  for  more  than  two  hundred  and 
sixty  years.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  New 
England  was  (I)  Walsingham  Chilson,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  in  England,  and  who  came 
to  the  New  World  about  1645.  ^.e  was  at  Marble- 
head in  1647,  and  owned  land  there  in  1649.  The 
Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary,  and  among 
their  children  was  a son,  Walsingham  (2). 

(II)  Walsingham  Chilson  (2)  settled  in  Bel- 
lingham, Mass.,  where  he  died  Jan.  15,  1760,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His  children  of  Bel- 
lingham town  record  were:  Mary,  who  died  July 
14,  1736;  John,  who  died  Oct.  7,  1741 ; Dorcas,  who 
died  Nov.  18,  1743;  Sarah,  who  died  July  19,  1747; 
and  Joseph. 

(III)  Joseph  Chilson,  son  of  Walsingham  (2), 
was  born  at  Bellingham  about  1718.  On  Nov.  23, 
1744,  he  married  Mercy  Shuttleworth,  of  Belling- 
ham, Justice  Savage  of  Boston  performing  the  cere- 
mony. To  this  union  came  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Martha,  born  April  13,  1746;  Joseph,  in 
July,  1751;  John,  Feb.  3,  1754;  Joshua,  July  8, 
1756;  Leddiah,  April  18,  1758;  and  Mary,  June  23, 
1761. 

(IV)  Joshua  Chilson,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
at  Bellingham  July  8,  1756,  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  village.’  He  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith, which  he  followed  nearly  all  his  life.  He 
owned  200  acres  of  land,  which  included  the  lake 
now  known  as  Hoag  Lake,  and  which  was  owned 
by  the  Chilson  family  for  upward  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  or  until  a grandson  of  one  Joshua 
Chilson,  Martin  by  name,  sold  it  to  Mr.  Hoag. 
Joshua  Chilson  spent  his  life  on  this  farm,  cultivat- 
ing it  and  working  at  his  trade,  and  after  a quiet 
and  industrious  career  died  at  a ripe  old  age,  and 
was  buried  in  South  Bellingham  cemetery.  He  was 
a Federalist  in  his  political  views.  On  Sept.  4, 
1783,  he  married,  in  Bellingham,  Margaret  Wright, 
of  Mendon,  Mass.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  family:  Nathan,  born  May  16,  1784) 
who  died  young;  Aliddia,  born  Oct.  26,  1785  i Polly, 
born  June  8,  1787,  who  died  in  infancy;  Joshua, 
born  Nov.  18,  1788;  Polly  (2),  born  May  3,  179°  I 
Jeddiah,  born  Oct.  12,  179^  > Asa,  born  beb.  25, 
1793;  Nathan,  born  Oct.  9,  17951  Willard,  born 
Dec.  8,  1797;  Sukey,  born  Oct.  10,  i799> 

young;  Paul,  born  March  18,  1801;  Joanna,  born 
Nov.  26,  1802,  who  married  Warren  Sanders,  of 
Upton,  Mass. ; and  IMargaret,  born  xNpril  23,  1809, 
who  married  Hymas  Darling,  of  Bellingham. 
Joshua  Chilson,  the  father,  served  as  a soldier  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution,  first  enlisting  in 
Capt.  Jesse  Holbrook’s  company,  which  marched 
out  on  the  alarm  of  April  15,  I775>  served  four 
days.  Later  he  was  in  Capt.  Amos  Ellis’  company 
under  Col.  Benjamin  Howes,  this  time  enlisting 
Sept.  25,  1777,  and  serving  until  Oct.  31,  I777> 
ing  stationed  at  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  He  again 
enlisted,  July  27,  1780,  with  Capt.  Amos  Ellis  and 
^lajor  Seth  Bullard,  of  Suffolk  county,  marched  to 


Tiverton,  R.  L,  on  the  alarm  of  July  27,  1780,  and 
was  discharged  Aug.  7,  1780.  His  brother  John 
Chilson  also  participated  as  a member  of  the  same 
company. 

(V)  Nathan  Chilson,  son  of  Joshua,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  Oct.  9,  1795,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  neighboring  schools.  He  made 
farming  his  life  occupation,  owning  and  operating 
fifty  acres  of  the  home  place.  He  lived  to  a good 
old  age,  dying  in  Bellingham  about  1870,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  there.  A Democrat  in 
political  faith,  he  clung  to  the  principles  advocated 
by  the  early  giants  of  that  party.  He  was  broad 
and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  lived  in  charity  with 
all  men.  He  married  Susan  Lewett,  who  was  born 
in  South  Mendon,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Phebe  (Thompson)  Lewett,  and  died  in  Woon- 
socket. Nathan  Chilson  and  wife  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  namely : LeRoy  Lewett ; Adel- 
aide, who  married  Aaron  B.  Warfield,  of  the  firm 
of  Warfield  & Co.,  grocers,  at  Woonsocket ; and 
Ellen,  who  married  Olney  Chilson,  and  lives  at  San 
Jose,  California. 

(VI)  LeRoy  Lewett  Chilson,  only  son  of  Na- 
than, was  educated  in  his  native  town  and  in  the 
North  Providence  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  himself  engaged  in  teaching,  his  first  school 
being  at  Mendon,  Mass.,  where  he  received  twenty 
dollars  per  month ; he  also  taught  in  South  Milford, 
Mass.,  and  Millville,  while  at  Pawtucket  he  was 
for  three  years  a teacher  in  the  grammar  school. 
On  giving  up  teaching  he  became  interested  in  the 
manufacturing  business  at  South  Walpole,  Mass., 
with  Edwin  Jenckes,  manufacturing  silk  and  cot- 
ton yarn,  and  this  they  carried  on  for  two  years. 
In  1869  Mr.  Chilson  started  in  the  book  and  sta- 
tionery business  in  Woonsocket,  succeeding  the 
late  Francis  S.  Weeks,  and  for  over  thirty-three 
years  he  most  successfully  carried  it  on,  for  some 
six  years  having  as  a partner  H.  L.  Davis.  In  1902 
he  sold  out  his  interest  to  W.  S.  Preston,  and  from 
that  time  lived  retired. 

While  Mr.  Chilson  gave  up  teaching,  he  by  no 
means  lost  his  interest  in  educational  matters,  but 
displayed  great  zeal  in  advancing  the  public  schools 
and  in  increasing  their  efficiency,  and  the  excel- 
lence of  the  schools  of  Woonsocket  is  due  in  a large 
measure  to  his  ceaseless  activity  in  their  behalf. 
When  Woonsocket  was  only  a town  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  from  the  time  of  its  in- 
corporation as  a city  he  served  continuously  in  the 
same  capacity,  for  the  last  eighteen  years  of  his  life 
being  chairman.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  in  1885  was  a member  of  the  State 
j g^isl^ture,  giving  invaluable  service  for  two 
terms:  in  1897  he  w'as  elected  a member  of  the 
State  Senate,  serving  three  years,  during  wdiich 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Educational  and  the  Finance 
committees,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  former  one 
vear.  He  was  a member  of  the  Republican  town 
knd  city  committee,  of  which  he  was  chairman.  He 
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always  took  a deej)  interest  in  the  public  life  of 
\\  oonsocket,  in  which  he  played  a ccnspicnous 
part.  He  took  a great  interest  in  the  location  of 
the  Court  street  railroad  bridge,  and  the  choice  of 
the  present  site  was  a cause  of  much  satisfaction  to 
him.  Mr.  Chilson  was  for  years  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  and  for  two  or  three  years  presi- 
dent of  the  M'oonsocket  First  National  Bank,  and 
when  it  was  bought  by  the  Industrial  Trust  Com- 
pany he  became  one  of  the  board  of  managers.  He 
was  a director  of  the  Woonsocket  Building  and 
Loan  Association ; also  a director  of  the  People’s 
Savings  Bank,  being  secretary  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Chilson  was  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Woonsocket,  a past  grand,  and  was 
grand  chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State. 
He  was  a member  of  Myrtle  Lodge,  No . i, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Woonsocket,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Flonor.  He  belonged  to 
the  Lhhversalist  Church  at  Woonsocket  in  which 
his  widow  also  holds  membership  and  was  highly 
esteemed  in  the  social  life  of  the  town.  He  died 
March  6,  1907. 

On  June  6,  1858,  at  Woonsocket,  Mr.  Chilson 
was  married  to  iMiss  Fannie  E.  W arfield,  who  was 
born  at  Millville,  in  Blackstone,  Mass.,  daughter  of 
Preston  and  Flannah  Warfield.  Three  children 
blessed  this  union:  Edith  H.  (deceased),  who 
married  Joseph  Brown,  of  the  firm  of  Rousseau  & 
Brown,  druggists  of  WMonsocket ; Fred  L.,  pay- 
ing teller  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  who 
married  Lena  Hampleman,  of  Richmond,  Ind. ; and 
Bertha  (deceased),  who  married  Col.  Stanley  G. 
Smith. 

HON.  PARDON  TUCKER  (deceased),  who 
for  years  was  one  of  Jamestown’s  well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizens  and  self-made  men,  was 
a native  of  South  Kingstown,  Washington  county, 
R.  1.,  where  he  was  born  in  1822,  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  South  county's  representative  fami- 
lies. 

(I)  Jabez  Tucker,  the  first  of  the  name  In 
New  England,  was  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  1703, 
and  was  made  a freeman  at  Fall  River,  Dec.  ii, 
1707.  He  bought  land  at  Westerly  for  sixty 
pounds,  and  also  owned  land  in  what  is  now 
Charlestown,  R.  I.  Later  he  removed  to  Kings- 
town, where  he  owned  a tract  of  100  acres,  as  well 
as  a tract  which  was  partly  in  Westerly  and  partly 
in  Stonington.  After  Mr.  Tucker’s  death,  his 
widow  Rebecca  married  Roger  Tucker.  Jabez 
Tucker  and  his  wife  had  these  children;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Isaac  W'eston  ; Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried John  Larkin ; Abigail,  who  married  Thomas 
Eldred  ; Jabez;  Simeon;  and  Hannah,  who  married 
Joshua  Parmitter. 

(II)  Simeon  Tucker,  son  of  Jabez,  made  his 
home  in  Kingstown,  and  married  May  i,  1737, 
Sarah  Hall,  of  Charlestown.  He  died  in  1801, 


and  was  buried  in  the  ancient  Tucker  family  ceme- 
tery, called  Gould’s  Neck.  Their  children  were: 
Nathan,  born  in  1738;  Silas,  in  1740;  John,  in 
1742;  Simeon,  in  1745;  Sarah,  in  1747;  Joshua, 
Sept.  4,  1750  (married  Hannah  Clarke)  ; and  Re- 
becca, in  1753. 

(Ill)  John  Tucker,  born  in  1742,  who  died 
at  South  Kingstown  in  1806,  owned  400  acres  of 
land  which  extended  from  Tucker’S  Pond  to  Lake 
Worden.  His  will  was  dated  March  3,  1806,  and 
proved  at  South  Kingstown  June  9,  1806.  His 
children  were:  John,  born  April  14,  1774;  Joshua, 
born  in  1775;  Simeon,  born  Dec.  25,  1777;  Nathan, 
born  in  1778;  William,  born  in  1781  ; Acus,  born  in 
1783;  Alice  C.,  born  in  1786,  married  William 
Webster;  Sally,  born  in  1789,  married  William 
Crandall;  Augustus,  born  Oct.  3,  1792;  and  Ly- 
man, born  in  1797. 

(I\^)  Simeon  Tucker,  son  of  John,  born  Dec. 
25,  1777,  made  his  home  at  South  Kingstown, 
where  he  was  a farmer  and  land  owner  and  a 
memher  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  married 
(first)  Susan  Perry,  and  (second)  Sally  Cran- 
dall, daughter  of  Eldridge  and  Mary  Crandall,  and 
had  these  children:  Perry,  born  Sept.  4,  1802, 
married  Mercy  Card;  Rebecca,  born  in  1806,  mar- 
ried Christopher  Champlin ; John  Stanton,  born 
in  1808;  Alice,  born  in  1809,  married  William 
Champlin;  Clarke,  born  in  1811,  never  married; 
Catherine  died  in  infancy;  Lyman,  born  in  1813, 
married  Mary  Crandall  ;•  Browning  Champlin,  born 
in  1815;  Mary,  born  in  1817,  died  in  1833  (all 
born  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Palmer,  born  Sept.  21, 
1820;  Pardon,  Oct.  24,  1822;  Susanna  Perry,  in 
1824;  Simeon  Bradford,  in  1827;  Eunice  Crandall, 
in  1830;  and  George  Arnold,  in  1833  (who  resides 
in  Swansea,  Alassachusetts) . 

(V)  Hon.  Pardon  Tucker,  son  of  Simeon, 
was  born  Oct.  24,  1822,  in  South  Kingstown,  where 
he  attended  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  he  removed  to  Jamestown,  his  first 
employment  being  on  the  Greene  farm,  where  he 
worked  three  seasons  for  George  Wk  Carr.  He 
then  became  employed  by  John  Howland  as  farm 
hand,  and  during  the  winter  seasons  he  was  en- 
gaged sailing  a schooner  from  Newport  to  Ala- 
bama, in  the  cotton  trade,  this  occupation  lasting 
three  seasons,  the  last  season  of  which  he  served 
as  mate  of  the  vessel.  After  his  marriage  he  set- 
tled down  to  farming  on  the  Howland  farm,  where 
he  spent  three  years,  then  renting  the  Hutchinson 
farm,  where  he  spent  another  three  years.  He  next 
rented  the  Hull  Cove  farm,  a tract  of  275  acres, 
where  he  engaged  in  raising  sheep  and  cattle,  and 
also  conducted  a dairy  business,  spending  twenty- 
one  years  on  this  place.  In  1873  Mr.  Tucker,  in 
company  with  others,  purchased  the  Ferry  Meadow 
lot  of  about  20  acres,  which  was  owned  by  John 
Howland,  on  a portion  of  which  he  built  the  pres- 
ent home,  now  occupied  by  his  son  Henry  B.  He 
set  out  trees,  j)lanted  shrubs,  and  made  many  other 
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improvements,  making  this  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful spots  in  Jamestown.  Here  he  made  his  home 
for  the  remaining  3ears  of  his  life,  in  later  years 
becoming  interested  in  real  estate  and  other  busi- 
ness enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Ocean  Highland  Land  Coinpan}-,  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  for  a number  of  years,  and  it  was  he 
who  laid  out  all  the  streets  on  this  tract,  and  who 
was  instrumental  in  naming  these  streets.  He  was 
a man  of  progress  and  enterprise,  and  did  much 
toward  making  Jamestown  noted  as  a summer  re- 
sort. Hr.  Tucker  was  a self-made  man  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  working  his  way  up  from  the 
bottom  by  sheer  industry  and  hard  labor.  In  his 
death  Jamestown  lost  one  of  her  most  substantial 
citizens.  In  politics  ]\Ir.  Tucker  was  a Republi- 
can, and  besides  holding  several  minor  town  offices, 
he  represented  his  town  in  both  branches  of  the 
State  Legislature.  His  death  occurred  Sept.  9, 
1902,  in  Jamestown. 

On  March  ii,  1847,  Tucker  was  married 
in  W’ickford,  R.  L,  to  Sarah  B.  Waite,  born  July 
12,  1817,  at  North  Kingstown,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  i\Iary  (Cahoone)  ^\'aite.  She  died  at  James- 
town in  1896.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  this  union ; Ellen,  born  Dec.  28,  1847,  married 
Feb.  6,  1867,  Frederick  X.  Cottrell;  Mary,  born 
Aug.  5,  1849,  died  unmarried  Sept.  6,  1890;  Irv- 
ing Waite,  born  July  13,  1854,  is  a resident  of 
Southern  California;  Charles  Joseph,  born  June 
12,  1853,  resides  at  Point  Judith,  R.  I.,  married 
(first)  Mary  Tucker  and  (second)  Hannah  Clarke; 
and  Henry  Bradford,  born  May  9,  1859. 

(\T)  Henry  Br.vdford  Tucker,  son  of  the 
late  Pardon  Tucker,  was  born  in  Jamestown,  R.  L, 
J\lay  9,  1859,  and  received  his  early  educational 
training  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
after  which  he  attended  the  high  school  of  New- 
port. After  leaving  school  he  took  up  the  occu- 
pation of  farming,  residing  at  the  homestead, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  although  for 
over  twenty  years  he  has  devoted  the  major  por- 
tion of  his  time  to  the  care  of  cottages  at  the 
“Dumplings,”  owned  by  Jamestown’s  summer  resi- 
dents. 

In  political  faitb  Mr.  Tucker  is  a stalwart  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  as  such  has  served  his  native  town  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  for  a period  of  five  years. 
For  several  years  Mr.  Tucker  was  a member  of 
the  Grange  of  Jamestown. 

On  Feb.  7,  1905,  Mr.  Tucker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  E.  Moss,  who  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  A.  (Higham)  Moss.  Mrs.  Tucker  is  a 
member  of  St.  Tbomas’  Episcopal  Church  of 
Providence.  Mr.  Tucker  is  one  of  the  substantial 
and  representative  citizens  of  Jamestown,  where 
he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 
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ANDREWS.  There  are  still  living  in  the  town 
of  North  Smithfield  some  of  the  descendants  of 
Jonathan  and  Marcy  (Ames)  Andrews,  of  Smith- 
field,  notably  the  family  of  the  late  Thomas  An- 
drews, whose  son  was  the  late  Hon.  Byron  A.  An- 
drews, a grandson  of  Jonathan  just  alluded  to. 

Jonathan  Andrews,  according  to  family  infor- 
mation, was  born  Sept.  15,  1758,  and  died  Nov. 
27,  1829.  He  married  i\larcy  Ames,  who  was  born 
March  21,  1761,  and  died  Nov.  30,  1812,  and  their 
children  were:  David  B.,  born  Nov.  22,  1784, 
c.'td  Aug.  19,  1826;  Jonathan,  born  Feb.  i,  1786, 
died  Aug.  25,  1845;  George,  born  July  9,  1788, 
died  Nov.  7,  1869  (^''^  married  Marcy  Phillips,  ami 
they  were  the  grandparents  of  the  Misses  Dency 
A.  and  Hannah  L.  Wilbur,  of  Union  Village)'; 
Thomas  was  born  Dec.  i,  1790;  Henry,  born  Jan. 
6,  1792,  died  Oct.  17,  1811;  Phebe,  born  May  20, 
U95)  <^lied  April  22,  1874;  James,  born  March  17, 
1799)  March  9,  1888;  and  Susan  R.,  born  May 
23,  1806,  married  Elias  Taft. 

Jonathan  Andrews  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, serving  in  the  ^Massachusetts  Continental 
Line,  for  which  service  he  became  a pensioner  un- 
der the  law  of  1818,  being  placed  cn  the  United 
States  pension  roll,  March  30,  1819.  Flis  name  is 
on  the  list  of  the  pensioners  of  Rhode  Island  of 
1820. 

Of  Mr.  Andrews’  antecedents  nothing  definite 
has  been  learned.  Tn  the  nearby  Massachusetts 
town  of  Taunton  were  descendants  of  John  An- 
drews, of  Boston,  and  of  Henry  Andrews,  of 
Taunton.  John  appeared  at  Boston  in  1656.  A 
family  Bible  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  Provi- 
dence descendants  calls  him  a “sea-cooper”  and 
states  that  he  came  from  Wales  to  America.  One 
of  his  sons,  Capt.  John  Andrews,  settled  in  Taun- 
ton. Henry  Andrews,  of  Taunton,  was  included  in 
the  list  of  freemen  from  Cohannet  dated  Nov.  7, 
1636;  became  one  of  the  purchasers  of  Taunton 
in  1637;  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1638;  was 
deputy  in  1639,  when  the  town  was  organized,  and 
a number  of  times  thereafter.  Then  there  was  an- 
other progenitor,  John  Andrew,  of  Kingstown,  R. 
L,  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  May  20,  1671. 
The  early  families  of  this  John  lived  in  East  Green- 
wich. 

Thomas  Andrews,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Marcy 
(Ames)  Andrew's,  born  Dec.  i,  1790,  married  Jan. 
3,  1820,  Anna  Sheldon,  born  July  8,  1800,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Mathewson)  Shel- 
don. Mr.  Andrews  in  1824  removed  to  the  tavern 
stand  at  Slatersville,  where  the  family  lived  for 
five  3^ears,  keeping  a few  boarders  and  entertaining 
transients.  Tbeir  principal  source  of  income,  how- 
ever, was  derived  from  the  stage  company,  as  their 
tavern  was  the  stopping-place  for  the  stage  run- 
ning betw^een  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  Providencce, 
R.  I.  Giving  up  the  tavern  after  the  expiration  of 
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some  five  years  because  of  the  building  of  the  canal 
and  river  road,  which  took  away  the  travel  from 
that  point,  they  removed  to  the  site  of  the  present 
parsonage  in  the  village,  and  in  1838  to  the  old 
William  Bultum  place,  which  they  bought.  Here 
the  parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  2\ir. 
Andrews  dying  April  18,  1861,  and  iMrs.  Andrews 
April  17,  1901,  when  in  the  loist  year  of  her  age. 
The  house  in  which  she  died,  and  in  which  she  had 
lived  for  upward  of  sixty  years,  had  at  the  time 
of  her  decease  been  standing  some  125  years.  She 
and  her  husband  had  lived  together  happily  for 
forty  years.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  1827  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Andrews  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of 
entertaining  at  the  tavern  John  Quincy  Adams, 
who,  while  en  route  from  Worcester  to  Providence, 
over  the  stage  line,  stopped  at  Slatersville  for  din- 
ner, and  later  Mrs.  Adams,  wife  of  John  Quincy, 
also  dined  at  the  Andrews  tavern.  iMrs.  Andrews 
was  a direct  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  from 
whom  her  lineage  is  as  follows:  (I)  Roger  Wil- 
liams; QI)  Mercy  Williams  and  Samuel  Winsor; 
(III)  Joshua  Winsor  and  iMary  Barker;  (IV)  Sa- 
rah Winsor  and  Othniel  Mathewson ; (VQ  Joseph 
Mathewson  and  Betty  Brown:  (VI)  Elizabeth 
Mathewson  and  Stephen  Sheldon;  (VII)  Anna 
Sheldon  and  Thomas  Andrews. 

The  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Anna  (Shel- 
don) Andrews  were:  Sarah,  who  married  Chris- 
topher Almy,  and  died  in  Providence,  leaving  two 
children,  Irwin  H.,  of  North  Smithfield,  and  Ered- 
erick  F.,  of  Providence;  Thomas,  a physician  who 
died  on  the  old  homestead,  unmarried ; Gilbert, 
who  died  in  young  manhood ; Anna  Louise,  who 
married  Howard  B.  Lothrop,  and  resides  in  Taun- 
ton, iMass. ; Byron  A. ; and  George  W aldron. 

Byron  Ames  Andrews  was  born  at  Slatersville 
April  25,  1832,  and  when  six  years  old  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  the  Buft'um  place,  on  the  Great 
road,  where  he  resided  until  his*  death.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  the  town  until  four- 
teen years  of  age  and  worked  on  the  farm  and  at 
butchering  for  some  years  after  leaving  school. 
He  was  a constable  for  several  years  and  a dei)uty 
sherill  under  Sheriff  Elias  Nickerson,  and  was  an 
auctioneer  also  for  several  years.  About  18C6  he 
bought  out  the  other  heirs  in  his  father's  estate, 
and  for  about  ten  years  followed  tbe  milk  business, 
for  many  years  thereafter  dealing  in  cattle  and  in 
the  coal  and  wood  business,  in  which  he  acquired 
enough  land  to  make  him  the  largest  or  next  to  the 
largest  land  owner  in  northern  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  town  clerk  for  eighteen  years,  and  was  allowed 
to  leave  the  ])Osition  only  when  he  ])ositively  re- 
fused to  hold  the  office  any  longer.  I’sually  he 
was  elected  without  opposition.  Democrats  and  Re- 
])ublicans  recognizing  his  efficiency  and  ])lacing  his 
name  on  both  tickets.  He  was  State  senator  for 
six  years,  during  five  of  which  he  was  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Con)orations.  He  also  served  on  some 
important  special  committees.  He  was  a director 


of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Smithfield  from  Jan. 
12,  188O,  and  had  been  president  of  the  bank  since 
July  22,  1901,  being  elected  after  the  resignation 
of  H.  W.  Parkis. 

During  his  long  and  useful  life  Mr.  Andrews 
served  as  administrator,  executor  and  trustee  of 
many  estates,  which  he  settled  by  good  manage- 
ment without  serious  litigation.  His  knowledge 
of  probate  matters  was  comprehensive,  and  for 
years  he  directed  the  actions  of  the  town  council 
in  affairs  of  this  kind.  He  was  called  many  tilnes 
as  referee  in  fire  damage  and  other  matters,  and 
was  very  fortunate  in  making  amicable  settlements. 
For  more  than  forty  years  he  was  a member  of 
Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  of  Alasons  at  Lime  Rock.  He 
was  a trustee  of  the  Slatersville  Cemetery  Associ- 
ation. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  married  in  Slatersville  to 
iMaria  Louise  Haswell,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and 
Eliza  (Greenmail)  Haswell,  of  Slatersville,  who 
survives  him.  Mr.  Andrews  died  Aug.  23,  1905. 
His  funeral  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Albert  Don- 
nell, pastor  of  Slatersville  Congregational  Church. 
The  services  were  very  impressive,  and  many  beau- 
tiful musical  numbers  were  rendered.  iMasonic 
services  were  conducted  at  the  grave. 

George  Waldron  Andrews,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  was  born  on  the  homestead  June  28, 
1841,  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
locality  and  the  P'riends  school  at  Providence.  He 
grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  assisted  his  father,  re- 
maining with  his  mother  after  his  father’s  death, 
until  engaging  in  the  meat  business,  buying  .cattle 
in  Rhode  Island  and  iMassachusetts.  Continuing 
in  the  butchering  business  for  three  years  he  then 
went  to  P’rovidence,  where  he  engaged  in  the  livery 
and  sales  stable  business  for  two  and  one-half 
years,  then  becoming  an  instructor  in  a riding 
academy.  He  continued  at  these  occupations  for 
four  years,  and  then  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  being 
engaged  in  tbe  restaurant  and  catering  business  for 
upward  of  twenty  years,  and  then  three  years  in 
the  same  business  at  Salem,  iMass.  At  this  time, 
on  account  of  the  great  age  of  his  mother,  iMr. 
Andrews  returned  home,  taking  care  of  her  as  long 
as  she  lived.  He  is  now  looking  after  the  estate 
left  him  by  his  brother  Byron,  a tract  of  1,200  acres 
of  land.  In  politics  Mr.  Andrews  is  a Republican. 

DANIEL  JEXCKES  ^lAXTOX.  a well- 
known  farmer  and  land  owner  of  Lime  Rock,  in 
the  town  of  Lincoln,  was  born  June  9,  1856,  on  the 
old  Cajit.  John  Jenckes  homestead  farm,  which  has 
been  in  the  Jenckes  family  for  centuries.  The 
Manton  family  was  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Providence  Plantations,  and  the  authenticated  rec- 
ords reach  as  far  back  as  1640. 

(1)  Edward  Manton,  of  Englisb  origin,  was 
one  of  the  thirty-nine  signers  in  1640  (some  sign- 
ing a little  later  than  this  date)  for  a form  of  gov- 
ernment for  Providence.  Three  years  later  he  was 
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called  of  Seekonk  ; in  1655  was  made  a freeman,  and 
was  a juryman  in  1659.  He  had  one  child,  Shad- 
rach. 

(II)  Shadrach  Manton,  son  of  Edward,  was  a 
cooper  by  trade,  and  resided  at  Providence,  R.  I. 
Pie  died  Jan.  27,  1714.  In  1658  he  received  from 
the  town  a house  share  next  Epenetus  Olney  and  a 
meadow  above  Wanskuck.  He  was  a freeman  in 
1658  and  served  as  juryman,  constable,  town  clerk 
and  deputy,  filling  the  latter  office  for  a number 
of  years,  and  subsequently  was  made  surveyor  of 
highways  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of  John  and  Alice  Smith, 
and  his  children  were:  Edward,  born  Dec.  11, 
1658 ; Ann  ; Elizabeth ; Mary  ; and  probably  others 
who  died  when  young. 

(III)  Edward  Manton,  son  of  Shadrach,  born 

Dec.  II,  1658,  married  Dec.  9,  1680,  Elizabeth 

Thornton,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Thornton, 
and  they  lived  in  Providence.  Mr.  Manton  died 
Aug.  14,  1723.  His  children  were:  Shadrach, 
Edward,  John,  Ann,  Catherine,  Mary,  Elizabeth 
and  Sarah. 

(IV)  Edward  Manton,  son  of  Edward,  mar- 
ried Tabitha. 

(V)  Col.  Daniel  Manton,  son  of  Edward  and 
Tabitha,  was  born  in  1743,  and  was  a conspicuous 
character  in  both  civil  and  military  affairs,  and  as 
well  in  religious  matters.  He  was  captain  of  a 
troop  of  Rhode  Island  Light  Plorse  (luring  the 
Revolution.  Several  of  his  sons,  too,  became  men 
of  distinction.  He  married  Patience  Eddy,  born 
also  in  1743,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Olney) 
Eddy,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  their  children,  of 
Johnston  town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  were : 
Edward,  born  May  26.  1759;  Jeremiah,  born  Jan. 
O)  1763;  Mehetabel,  born  July  31,  1766;  Elisha, 
born  April  21,  1769;  Olney,  born  Feb.  27,  1772; 
Daniel,  born  Nov.  27,  1774;  John,  born  May  23, 
1777;  William,  born  May  27,  1780;  Esther,  born 
Sept.  8,  1782;  and  Thomas,  born  April  7,  1785. 

(VI)  Hon.  Edward  iManton,  son  of  Daniel, 
was  born  May  26,  1759,  and  died  Sept.  20.  1820. 
On  April  30,  1780,  he  married  Catherine  Alverson, 
who  was  born  in  1761,  daughter  of  William  Alvcr- 
son  (then  deceased),  and  died  Dec.  18,  1842.  They 
were  residents  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  where  Mr.  Man- 
ton,  like  his  father,  was  a man  of  influence  and 
prominence.  The  children  of  Edward  Manton.  of 
Johnston  town  record,  were:  Lydia,  born  May 
17,  1781.  married  Dr.  Moses  Mowry ; Patience, 
born  Dec.  14,  1783,  died  P'eb.  27,  1803,  unmarried; 
Catherine,  born  Oct.  26,  1785,  died  June  ii,  1811  ; 
Edward,  born  Nov.  13,  1787.  died  Dec.  29,  1787; 
William  James,  born  Jan.  (or  July)  i,  1789,  is 
mentioned  further  on;  Alarian,  born  July  29,  1791, 
married  Dr.  Stephen  Harris ; Henry,  born  July  2, 
1793,  rnarried  Ann  C.  Jencks  and  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1841  ; Abigail,  born  Jan.  29,  1796,  died  June 
12,  1853,  unmarried  ; and  Edward  Eddy,  born  Sept. 

17,  1804,  married  Mary  G.  Nightingale. 


(VII)  William  James  iManton,  son  of  Edward, 
was  born  July  (or  Jan.)  i,  1789,  in  tbe  town  of 
Johnston,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  obtained  his 
education,  and  followed  farming  until  his  death, 
June  30,  1828,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  He 
was  married  at  Lime  Rock,  in  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
then  Smithfield,  at  the  home  of  Capt.  John  Jenckes, 
Oct.  14,  1822,  to  P'reelove  C.  Jenckes,  born  in  Lime 
Rock,  on  the  Jenckes  homestead,  in  1799.  Here 
she  died  Dec.  27,  1831,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years.  Their  one  child,  Crawford  Jenckes,  was 
born  March  19,  1824.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Man- 
ton  his  widow  removed  to  her  father's  home  at 
Lime  Rock,  where  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her 
life. 

(VllI)  Crawford  Jenckes  iManton,  son  of 
William  James,  was  reared  on  his  maternal  grand- 
father’s homestead,  which  he  subsequently  in- 
herited and  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Daniel  J.  Manton.  It  included  a tract  of  250  acres 
of  valuable  woodland.  The  whole  of  his  life  was 
sjient  on  this  farm,  which  he  greatly  improved  dur- 
ing his  active  years.  For  eighteen  years  he  was 
also  agent  for  the  Harris  Lime  Rock  Company,  at 
Lime  Rock.  As  a business  man  he  was  very  ca- 
pable, and  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  with 
whom  he  came  into  business  or  social  relations.  He 
died  on  bis  borne  farm  March  13.  1898,  in  his  sev- 
enty-fourth year,  and  was  buried  in  tbe  Jenckes 
cemetery  on  the  farm  at  Lime  Rock.  In  his  early 
years  he  was  a Whig,  and  later  became  a Republi- 
can. but  always  claimed  his  right  to  vote  inde- 
pendently. 

Crawford  Jenckes  iManton  was  married  at  Lime 
Rock  to  Esther  Pmown  Wilbur,  born  at  Lime  Rock, 
daughter  of  David  and  Pboebe  (Brown)  Wilbur, 
and  a granddaughter  of  Christopher  Wilbur,  ex- 
tended mention  of  whom  will  be  found  in  another 
part  of  this  work.  She  was  a woman  of  many  vir- 
tues and  was  beloved  by  all  wbo  knew  her. 
Her  death  took  place  Sept.  24,  1888,  at 

the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  were:  Freelove  Jenckes, 

born  Jan.  7,  1853,  married  Frank  Draper, 
son  of  Alpha  A.  Draper,  of  Lincoln ; William 
Tames,  born  June  7,  1855,  a ranchman  and  cotton 
grower,  resides  in  Bellevue,  Clay  Co..  Texas ; Dan- 
iel Jenckes  is  mentioned  further  on  ; Lydia  Mowry, 
born  Aug.  10,  1859,  married  Luther  Thomas  An- 
gell,  and  resides  in  East  Providence ; Edward,  born 
Aug.  17.  i860,  died  young:  Crawford  Jenckes,  born 
Dec.  12,  1861,  is  mentioned  below:  Edward  Eddy, 
born  iMav  24.  1866,  died  Oct.  5.  1867:  Ann  Evelyn, 
born  Oct.  22,  1867.  died  May  i,  i8(-)3,  unmarried; 
Thomas  Holmes  is  mentioned  below;  Esther  Mabel, 
born  Jan.  28,  1871,  died  June  13.  1885;  Harry, 
born  Sept.  3,  1874.  died  Oct.  i,  1874. 

(IX)  Daniel  Jenckes  Manton,  second  son  of 
Crawford  Tenckes.  received  excellent  educational 
advantages',  and  completed  bis  education  at  the 
Scholfield  Commercial  College  at  Providence.  He 
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then  returned  to  his  home  and  became  associated  in 
a general  farming  and  dairy  business  with  his  father, 
and  since  the  latter's  death  has  operated  230  acres 
of  excellent  farm  land.  The  Providence  & Purrill- 
ville  electric  railroad  crosses  one  portion  of  his 
farm.  He  has  made  many  improvements  on  the 
place  and  his  surroundings  show  thrift  and  good 
management.  In  political  affairs  Mr.  Manton  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  takes  no  very  active  part  in  pub- 
lic matters,  although  he  has  served  in  some  local 
offices,  and  is  much  interested  in  the  election  of 
capable  men  to  office.  He  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  Grange  movement,  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members  of  Lime  Rock  Grange,  No.  22,  and 
was  its  first  master,  a position  he  held  for  two 
years.  He  is  also  a member  of  Pomona  Grange,  in 
which  he  has  been  gate-keeper.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
JManton  are  members  of  the  Lime  Rock  Baptist 
Church,  which  Mr.  Manton  has  served  as  treasurer, 
being  succeeded  in  that  position  by  Mrs.  iManton, 
who  still  hold  the  office. 

Mr.  iManton  was  married  Oct.  2,  1878,  to  Pa- 
tience E.  Wickes,  born  July  16.  i860,  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Ida  (Angell  ) Wickes,  and  a descend- 
ant in  the  paternal  line  from  the  old  Wickes  fam- 
ily of  M’arwick.  Through  her  mother  i\Irs.  Man- 
ton  descends  from  Thomas  Angell,  who  came  to 
Providence  with  Roger  Williams.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  iManton : Harry 
A.,  born  Dec.  18,  1882,  now  connected  with  the 
Woonsocket  Electric  'Machine  and  Power  Co.,  at 
"Woonsocket,  was  married  Sept.  26,  1906,  to  Cath- 
leen  L.  Jencks,  of  Lime  Rock;  Daniel  Jenckes,  Jr., 
was  born  Sept.  28,  1888. 

(IX)  Crawford  Jenckes  iManton,  fourth  son  of 
his  parents,  was  born  on  the  iManton  homestead 
near  Lime  Rock,  Dec.  12.  1861,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  machinist  in  the  shop  of  Eales  & 
Jenks,  with  whom  he  remained  as  a journeyman 
after  completing  his  apprenticeship.  After  work- 
ing in  Boston  for  a couple  of  years  he  returned  to 
Providence,  where  for  fifteen  vears  he  was  in  the 
emjiloy  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tool  Company.  After 
the  death  of  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Alpha  A. 
Draper,  of  Lincoln,  Mr.  Manton  removed  to  the 
Drajier  farm  in  that  town,  where  the  family  still 
reside.  In  his  political  faith  Mr.  IManton  is  a Re- 
publican, and  fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  married  Emma  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Alpha  A.  and  Lydia  H.  (Hawkins)  Draper, 
of  Lincoln,  and  they  have  one  son.  Alpha  D.  Alan- 
ton. 

(IX)  Tiiom.\s  Hoi.mk.s  IMantox,  youngest 
surviving  son  of  Crawford  Jenckes,  was  born 
at  Lime  Rock,  on  the  old  Caihain  Jenckes  farm, 
Nov.  22,  1869.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Lime  Rock,  and  spent  two  years  in  the 
English  and  Classical  School  at  Providence.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  on  his  father’s  farm,  but  in 
1888  he  accepted  a clerkship  in  the  Berkeley  Mills, 


owned  by  the  Lonsdale  Company,  and  continued  as 
such  until  1901,  when  he  was  appointed  paymaster, 
which  position  of  responsibility  he  has  held  for  the 
past  six  years.  He  is  a young  man  of  substantial 
qualities  and  genial  personality,  and  enjoys  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  relations. 
In  politics,  like  his  brother,  he  is  a Republican,  and 
a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party; 
but  he  is  no  office  seeker. 

Mr.  iManton  was  married,  in  1903,  to  Bertha  M. 
Clark  of  Boston. 

JOHN  M.  ERIEND.  While  the  Friend  fam- 
ily does  not  trace  its  connection  with  Rhode  Island 
back  to  the  early  Colonial  period,  still  it  antedates 
the  national  period  and  has  been  represented  in  the 
community  by  four  generations,  all  of  whom  have 
proved  themselves  worthy  citizens. 

(.1)  John  Friend,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  of  English  birtlq  and  he  came  to 
this  country  with  the  English  army  in  the  early  days 
of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a boy  in  his  teens,  then, 
but  nevertheless  during  the  occupation  of  the  island 
of  Rhode  Island  by  the  Hessians,  he  determined  to 
desert  the  army  and  seek  a home  among  the  Amer- 
ican patriots.  He  remained  in  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  soon  took  to  himself  a wife,  Mary,  and  reared 
three  sons,  William,  Thomas  and  John. 

(H)  William  Friend  was  born  in  Newport,  and 
there  died  March  6,  1859,  ^ged  nearly  eighty-four 
years.  In  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  various 
lines  of  work,  but  he  finally  took  up  farming  and 
gardening,  and  for  many  years  had  charge  of  the 
large  estate  owned  by  the  Gibbs  family.  He  mar- 
ried Rachel  Moulton,  daughter  of  Michael  Moul- 
ton, of  Newport,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  children. 
Four  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Henry  Castoff,  of  New- 
port, both  deceased;  Michael,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Ellen  Dodge;  Jane,  who  married  John  Stacy, 
of  Newport,  and  is  now  deceased;  George  W.,  who 
married  Cynthia  A.  Barker,  of  Middletown,  and 
died  in  Newport;  William  Henry,  deceased,  who 
married  Lorinda  Gould,  the  latter  still  living  in 
Newport;  Sarah  Pierce,  who  died  unmarried; 
Samuel  B.,  who  married  Katherine  Chambers,  both 
now  deceased ; and  William  Gammell. 

(HI)  William  Gammell  Friend  was  born  in 
Newport,  Dec.  7,  1827.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  after  he  had  acquired 
a thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  he  went  into 
the  building  and  contracting  business  on  his  own 
account.  This  was  his  lifelong  occupation  and  he 
made  a considerable  financial  success  in  it.  In 
political  belief  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school, 
but  being  of  a very  quiet  and  domestic  disposition, 
he  took  no  part  in  public  life.  In  early  life  he  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Friend  married  Emily,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  L.  (Lawton)  Allan,  of  Newport,  who  still 
survives  her  husband  and  makes  her  home  in  New- 
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port.  Mr.  Friend  passed  from  this  world,  Feb. 
21,  1894,  aged  - sixty-six  years,  one  month  and 
twenty-four  days. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  William  G.  and 
Emily  Friend,  two  dying  unmarried  and  the  other 
ten  being  as  follows:  (i)  Eliza  W.  married  William 
Mathers,  of  Newport  where  they  reside  with  their 
only  son,  Howard.  (2)  William  was  a mason  by 
trade  in  Newport,  where  he  died.  He  married  in 
that  city  Miss  Fannie  Sharpies,  and  they  had  one 
son,  William  G.  (3)  John  M.  is  mentioned  below. 
(4)  Henry  C.  died  aged  six  years.  (5)  Mary 
Lawton  died  young.  (6)  Allan  L.  was  killed  by 
a train  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  (7)  Samuel  B. 
was  a tinsmith  by  trade  in  Newport,  where  he  died. 
By  his  first  wife,  Lillian  (Wilkey)  Friend,  he  had 
one  son,  Samuel  B.,  Jr.,  and  by  the  second,  Min- 
nie (Lyon)  Friend,  also  a son,  William  Lyon.  (8) 
Allan  L.  (2d),  a mason  by  trade,  resides  in  New- 
port. He  married  Miss  Teresa  Donahue,  of  New 
York,  and  they  have  one  son,  Raymond  Pierpont. 
(9)  Emily  Allan  married  Henry  Barker,  a ma- 
chinist of  Newport,  and  has  had  two  children, 
Carleton  Pierce  and  Emily  Barker.  (10)  A son 
died  in  infancy. 

(IV)  John  Moulton  Friend  was  born  in  New- 
port, Feb.  13,  1853.  Until  he  was  thirteen  he  was 
sent  to  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  but  after  that 
was  put  to  work,  beginning  in  a boiler  shop.  He 
remained  there  only  one  year,  and  then  spent  several 
years  in  clerking.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  Silas  De  Blois,  of  Newport, 
to  learn  the  mason’s  trade  and  continued  in  his 
employ  for  about  five  years  in  all.  He  then  for  a 
time  turned  his  attention  to  farming  instead,  but 
in  1876  resumed  his  trade,  working  for  various 
contractors  till  1881,  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  late  William  J.  Underwood,  a contractor. 
Six  years  later  he  became  a partner  in  the  business 
and  the  connection  lasted  for  ten  years,  until  1899. 
In  that  year  Mr.  Friend  became  associated  with 
Thomas  McGuire,  under  the  firm  name  of  Friend 
& McGuire,  and  they  have  done  a constantly  in- 
creasing business.  They  give  employment  to  twelve 
or  fifteen  men  all  the  year  around  and  are  well 
known  as  an  enterprising  and  reliable  firm.  Mr. 
Friend  was  united  in  marriage  on  May  7,  1884, 
to  Miss  Ellen  W.  Pike,  daughter  of  Tennant  D. 
Pike,  of  Newport.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  a son  and  a daughter,  Moulton  W.  and 
Beulah  W.  Mrs.  Friend  is  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church,  which  her  husband  also  attends. 
Mr.  Friend  belongs  to  several  organizations  either 
of  a social  or  business  nature,  being  a member  of 
Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
Aqtiidneck  Encampment,  No.  5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Newport;  Builders’  and  Merchants’  Exchange,  and 
the  Builders’  Association,  both  of  Newport,  being 
a director  in  both  organizations.  He  is  also  a di- 
rector in  the  Newport  Realty  Company,  and  was 
an  original  incorporator  of  the  three  last  named 
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organizations.  Mr.  Friend  maintains  an  independ- 
ent stand  on  political  questions,  but  is  by  no  means 
mdififerent  to  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  common  council,  and  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  assessors.  In  1906,  at  the  first 
election  held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city 
of  Newport,  Mr.  Friend  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Representative  Council  from  the  First  ward 
for  the  three-year  term.  He  is  recognized  as  a 
valuable  citizen  and  his  standing  in  the  community 
is  high. 

DANIEL  HORTON,  who  passed  away  at  his 
home  on  America  street.  Providence,  Nov.  10, 
1891,  was  not  only  a well-known  and  successful 
business  man,  but  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
widely-known  Odd  Fellows  in  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Horton  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Aug. 
10,  1824,  the  eldest  child  of  Royal  and  Eunice 
(Lee)  Horton,  and  was  an  elder  brother  of  the  late 
Nathan  B.  Horton,  the  well-known  contractor  of 
Providence.  His  parents  were  in  very  modest  cir- 
cumstances, and  young  Daniel,  as  was  the  custom 
of  all  boys  similarly  situated,  was  early  inured  to 
the  work  of  the  farm,  his  boyhood  days  being  spent 
in  very  hard,  labor.  His  opportunities  for  pro- 
curing an  education  were  very  limited,  as  he  was 
able  to  attend  school  a few  weeks  in  the  winter  sea- 
sons only.  Leaving  home  while  yet  in  his  teens, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  worked  at  it 
as  a journeyman  for  several  years.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  a Mr.  Battey,  at  Providence. 
By  saving  much  of  his  wages  he  managed  to  get 
a little  capital  ahead,  and  began  in  business  for 
himself  as  a contractor  and  builder,  which  line  he 
followed  for  a number  of  years  with  much  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Horton  early  showed  himself  to  be  a good 
judge  of  real  estate  values,  and  by  shrewd  and 
profitable  investments  was  encouraged  to  take  up 
the  real  estate  brokerage  business,  which  formed 
his  chief  interest  in  the  latter  years  of  his  active 
life.  He  knew  the  value  of  a dollar,  and  was  a 
keen,  far-sighted  business  man,  so  by  economy, 
industry  and  wise  investments  he  accumulated  a. 
good-sized  estate.  He  erected  quite  a number  of 
buildings  on  America,  Sutton  and  other  streets  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  home.  He  was  obliged  by  the 
condition  of  his  health  to  give  up  active  work  about 
one  year  before  his  death.  Mr.  Horton  was  a self- 
made  man  entirely. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Daniel  Horton  be- 
came a member  of  Canonicus  Lodge  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  for  a number  of  years  served  as  treas- 
urer of  same.  He  was  also  a member  of  Mos- 
hassuck  Encampment,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  was 
Grand  Treasurer  for  a long  period.  This  was  the 
only  secret  society  Mr.  Horton  belonged  to,  but 
he  was  a most  active  and  enthusiastic  member  un- 
til about  ten  years  before  his  death,  when  he  retired 
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from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  order. 
As  he  was  ill  a long  time  before  his  death  Canon- 
iens  Lodge  ministered  to  his  wants,  and  in  appre- 
ciation of  what  might  befall  a poor  man  similarly 
affected  i\lr.  Horton  gave  the  lodge  $500  to  start 
a fund  to  be  known  as  the  Daniel  Horton  Fund, 
for  the  relief  of  Odd  Fellows  less  fortunate  in 
worldly  possessions  than  himself.  This  relief  he 
wanted  to  be  in  excess  of  what  the  order  granted, 
feeling  that  possibly  some  time  it  might  be  re- 
quired. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  i\Ir.  Horton 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Harriet  Amanda 
Tanner,  a native  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Alartha  Tanner.  Jeremiah  Tanner 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-seven,  in  full  possession  of 
his  faculties,  and  died  in  September,  1904,  at  the 
home  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  INIoses  W.  Hor- 
ton, of  Providence,  with  whom  he  had  made  his 
home  for  thirteen  years  before  his  death.  iMrs. 
Daniel  Horton  died  Feb.  3,  1877,  aged  forty-five 
years.  She  was  a member  of  the  iMethodist 
Church.  She  had  one  daughter,  Isabel  E.,  who 
married  ]\ioses  W.  Horton,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Florence  A.,  born  i\Iarch  3,  1891.  Daniel 
Horton  for  his  second  wife  married  Jan.  4,  1888, 
iSIrs.  Cornelia  Rich,  who  survives  him  and  resides 
in  East  Providence.  Daniel  Horton  was  a man 
of  high  business  honor  and  integrity,  thorough  and 
systematic  in  his  methods,  and  one  who  held  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  The 
death  of  such  an  one  brings  to  the  community  a 
loss  not  to  be  easily  estimated. 

WARD  (’Middletown  family).  Eor  approxi- 
mately two  and  a half  centuries  the  name  Ward  has 
been  a continuous  one  about  Portsmouth  or  New- 
port and  the  town  of  Middletown,  this  State.  (Jne 
John  Ward,  who  once  upon  a time  was  an  officer  in 
a regiment  of  Cromwell's  army,  came,  on  the  ac- 
cession of  Charles  11,  to  this  country,  settling  at 
Newport.  Mr.  Ward  was  a native  of  Gloucester, 
England,  and  is  of  record  at  Newport,  R.  1.,  in 
1666,  and  a freeman  in  1673.  From  him  came  a 
most  distinguished  posterity.  His  son,  Hon. 
Thomas  Ward,  a merchant,  was  made  a freeman  of 
Newport  in  1671,  and  there  held  many  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  being  constable,  general 
treasurer,  many  times  a member  of  the  Colonial 
Assembly,  etc.,  and  from  him  in  direct  line  de- 
scended in  successive  generations  three  governors, 
namely;  Hon.  Richard  Ward,  Hon.  Samuel  \\’ard 
and  lion.  Samuel  Ward  (2),  father,  son  and  grand- 
son. Gov.  Richard  Ward  served  for  nineteen  years 
as  secretary  of  the  Colony.  Gov.  Samuel  Ward 
was  a liberally  educated  man,  being  graduated  from 
Cambridge  (Mass.)  College.  He  settled  in  Wes- 
terly, R.  1.,  where  he  was  a leading  man.  He  was 
three  times  elected  governor  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  First  Continental  Congress,  in  1774,  was 
re-appointed  or  re-elected,  and  died  in  the  city  of 


Philadelphia  in  1776,  while  a member  of  that  body. 
His  son.  Gov.  Samuel  Ward  (2),  was  also  three 
times  governor  of  the  Colony,  a member  of  the 
Continental  Congress  and  as  well  a distinguished 
patriot  and  officer  of  the  Revolution — lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  In- 
fantry. 

Resides  the  English  emigrant,  John  W’ard  of 
Newport,  just  alluded  to,  there  came  to  the  old  set- 
tlement at  Portsmouth  a John  Ward,  who,  too,  was. 
prominent  in  the  public  afifairs  of  that  town.  He 
served  it  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  or  repre- 
sentative in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  in  1699,  1701 
and  1703.  His  wife  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Jane  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  M’ard  died  in 
1705  (his  will  being  proved  Eeb.  12th  of  that 
year),  and  his  wife  after  that  year.  They  had  two. 
children,  Elizabeth  and  Joseph,  the  former  marry- 
ing Jeremiah  Gould,  who  was  born  April  22,  1683, 
son  of  Daniel  and  iMary  Gould,  and  they  had  eight 
children : Sarah,  iMary,  Catherine,  Elizabeth, 

Waite,  Daniel,  Ruth  and  Hannah. 

(H)  Joseph  Ward,  of  Portsmouth,  son  of 
John  and  Sarah,  was  horn  Aug.  18,  1688,  and  mar- 
ried July  26,  1724,  Sarah  Weeden,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Ann  (Sisson)  Weeden.  Through  them 
the  name  has  been  perpetuated  among  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  family  in  Newport  county  in  the- 
persons  of  the  late  John  Barker  \\’ard,  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  )vliddletown,  where  he  passed 
away  after  years  of  successful  labor ; and  by  his 
sons,  Charles  H.,  a well-known  dairy  farmer,  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  treasurer 
of  Middletown  ; George  E.,  now  deceased,  who  was 
also  a farmer ; A.  Herbert,  agriculturist  and  presi- 
dent of  the  hoard  of  councilmen  of  Middletown; 
and  Joseph  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  in  New  York,  all  men  of  sterling  worth 
and  high  standing  as  good  citizens. 

The  children  of  (11)  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Weeden)  Ward  were:  Elizabeth,  born  June  29,. 
1725;  Joseph,  Dec.  i,  1727;  Joseph,  Nov.  26,  1729;. 
Richard,  Aug.  7,  1731;  Sarah,  March  19,  1734; 
Philip,  Aug.  19,  1735;  and  Marmaduke,  June  6, 
1737.  Joseph  Ward,  the  father,  died  March  23, 
1750,  his  will  being  proved  April  9th  of  that  year. 

(HI)  Philip  Ward,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah. 
(Weeden),  horn  Aug.  19,  1735,  lived  in  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.  His  wife’s  name  was  iMartha,  and 
among  their  children  was  John,  born  about  1767. 

(IV)  John  Ward,  son  of  Philip  and  Martha, 
horn  about  1767,  was  a well-known  and  respected 
citizen  of  Middletown,  R.  1.,  where  he  was  born  and 
which  town  has  since  continuously  been  the  abiding 
place  of  his  posterity.  He  was  a prosperous  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  the  town,  owning  and  operat- 
ing a tract  of  thirty  acres  on  Swamp  road,  now 
Paradise  avenue.  Air.  WTrd  married  into  one  of 
the  oldest,  and  also  one  of  the  leading,  families  of 
the  town — the  Barker  family,  a family  whose  pedi- 
gree has  been  traced  to  a remote  period  in  Englisli; 
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history.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  born  about  1770, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Barker,  bore 
him  six  children,  namely : Abner,  Henry,  John, 
William,  Martha  and  Elizabeth.  John  Ward,  the 
father,  died  Dec.  i,  1833,  aged  sixty-six  years  and 
the  mother  died  Sept.  27,  1824,  when  fifty-four 
years  old,  her  death  taking  place  on  the  farm.  They 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  plot  on  the 
homestead,  but  were  later  removed  by  their  son 
Abner  to  iMiddletown  cemetery.  Mr.  Ward  was  a 
member  of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  of  Newport. 

(V)  Abner  Ward,  eldest  son  of  John,  was 
born  in  IMiddletown,  April  25,  1799,  on  the  thirty- 
acre  farm  mentioned  before.  Like  his  father  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  at  which  he 
spent  all  his  active  life  in  Middletown,  on  his  re- 
tirement removing  to  Newport,  where  he  made  his 
home  with  his  son  xN.  Judson  Ward,  with  whom  he 
died  Dec.  24,  1874,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  ^liddletown  cemetery. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport,  and  was  a good  Christian  man,  devoted  to 
his  home  and  family.  He  was  a stanch  Republican, 
and  held  some  minor  offices  of  trust  in  his  native 
town.  He  married,  in  iSIiddletown,  Margaret 
Beckham,  who  was  born  there  x\ug.  27,  1798, 
daughter  of  Eelix  and  Tryphena  (Stockman)  Peck- 
ham,  the  Beckhams,  too,  being  an  old  southern 
Rhode  Island  family  of  prominence.  i\lrs.  Ward 
died  at  the  Home  of  her  son  in  New])ort,  Dec.  i, 
1883,  and  is  buried  in  the  Middletown  cemetery. 
She,  too,  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport.  l\Ir.  and  IMrs.  W'ard  became  the  parents 
of  six  children  : ( i ) Martha  married  William  E. 

Beckham,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  (2)  Ann 
Maria  married  xAaron  Coggeshall,  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  (3)  John  Barker  is  mentioned  below. 
(4)  Gilbert  L.  died  in  Middletown.  (5)  .\doniram 
Judson  died  in  Newport.  (6)  Jacob  S.  died  in 
Middletown  x\ug.  18,  1888. 

( \T)  John  B.  Ward,  son  of  Abner,  was  born 
June  21,  1826,  in  Middletown,  Newport  Co..  R.  I., 
which  town  was  ever  after  his  home  and  the  field 
of  his  labors.  His  ancestors  for  several  genera- 
tions were  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  with  similar 
tastes,  inherited  or  acquired,  IMr.  Ward  was  no  ex- 
ception to  his  forefathers  in  this  respect,  but  con- 
tinued in  their  vocation,  and  well  sustained 
the  reputation  borne  by  the  men  of  this  family  as 
first-class  farmers  and  substantial  citizens,  as  well 
as  for  sturdy  manhood,  with  all  the  latter  term  im- 
plies— well-to-do  people,  with  most  creditable  and 
respectable  standing  in  the  community  with  which 
the  family  has  been  so  long  identified. 

John  B.  Ward  attended  the  district  schools  in 
INIiddletown,  but  his  educational  opportunities  were 
rather  limited.  He  worked  on  the  old  farm  with 
his  father  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  at  which 
time  the  family  removed  to  the  Beach,  where  a 
tract  of  160  acres  was  rented  upon  which  he  con- 


tinued to  work  with  his  father  for  three  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  after  having  become 
well  drilled  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  xMr.  Ward  be- 
gan his  life  work  for  himself,  renting  the  farm 
which  was  formerly  the  home  of  his  father.  This 
place  he  continued  to  live  upon,  improve  and  culti- 
vate for  twenty-seven  years,  until  in  the  seventies, 
not  changing  his  location  in  the  town  until  1873. 
xNfter  that  he  bought  a small  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  erected  a home  and  there  engaged  in 
farming  for  five  years,  after  which  he  commenced 
the  dairy  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  verv 
successfully  for  twenty  years.  In  1884  he  bought 
the  farm  and  property  which  was  afterward  his 
home  and  his  field  of  labor,  and  it  goes  without 
saying  that  the  place  was  one  substantial  and  well 
improved.  Mr.  Ward,  though  advanced  in  years, 
and  retired  from  active  business  pursuits  for  several 
years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  Ian.  19, 
1906,  had  not  reached  the  period  when  one  ceases 
to  keep  interested  in  the  farm  and  the  current 
events  of  the  country.  He  bore  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  him. 

On  Dec.  18,  1848,  Mr.  Ward  was  married  to 
.Ann  Sarah  Sherman,  who  was  born  in  Aliddle- 
town,  Dec.  4,  1828,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Su- 
sanna (Tabor)  Sherman,  and  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  illustrious  families  of  the  country,  one  which 
has  given  to  it  many  whose  names  are  written  high 
upon  fame's  scroll.  This  marriage  was  blessed 
with  seven  children,  who  received  her  most  de- 
voted care : Margaret,  wife  of  Lyman  H.  Barker, 
a farmer  of  Middletown ; Charles  H.,  mentioned  be- 
low ; George  E.,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
IMiddletown,  and  who  married  Lydia  M.  Congdon, 
and  died  Dec.  22,  1906,  leaving  three  children, 
John  B.,  Hazel  B.  and  Rowena  E. ; xAbner  Herbert, 
mentioned  below;  Frank  IM.,  who  died  Jan.  21, 
1872,  aged  fourteen  years;  Joseph  Hooker,  a grad- 
uate of  Brown  University,  and  now  with  the  Title 
Guarantee  and  Trust  Company,  of  New  York,  who 
married  Euphemia  Low,  of  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  and  has 
three  children — Norman  William,  INlarjorie  and 
Douglas  Ward  ; and  Sarah  S.,  who  married  Isaac  S. 
Beabody,  of  Middletown,  where  they  reside. 

Mrs.  Ward  passed  away  x\ug.  31,  1884,  and 
was  buried  in  Middletown  cemetery.  She  was  an  in- 
telligent woman,  benevolent  and  warm-hearted, 
and  beloved  by  all.  She  was  liberal  in  her  religious 
views,  though  reared  a Friend,  her  parents  belong- 
ing to  that  society.  Mr.  Ward  for  several  years 
prior  to  his  death  made  his  home  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Lyman  H.  Barker.  He  was  a member  of 
the  First  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Middle- 
town,  in  the  work  of  which  he  had  been  quite  ac- 
tive, and  he  had  filled  the  office  of  trustee.  In  po- 
litical sentiments  he  was  a Republican,  stanch  on 
national  matters,  but  he  had  never  been  exception- 
ally active  in  such  matters  and  had  taken  but  little 
part  in  public  affairs,  holding  some  minor  town  of- 
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fices,  however.  He  was  a substantial  citizen,  and 
though  quiet  and  unassuming  was  well  known  in 
his  community,  and  well  liked  by  all. 

Charles  H.  Ward,  eldest  son  of  the 
late  John  Barker  A\’ard,  was  born  [May  23,  1851, 
on  the  farm  in  IMiddletown,  and  first  attended 
school  in  that  locality.  He  also  went  to  the  gram- 
mar school  in  Newport  and  to  East  Greenwich 
Seminary,  where  he  completed  his  studies.  He  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  and  continued  with  his  fa- 
ther until  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  started 
out  for  himself,  accepting  a position  as  overseer  of 
the  Channing  estate  in  Middletown,  where  he  spent 
six  years.  Then  he  commenced  on  his  own  account, 
embarking  in  the  dairy  business,  and  purchasing 
the  Smith  homestead,  known  as  the  ‘‘Highland 
Farm,”  on  the  Turner  road,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  dairying  ever  since. 
He  has  one  of  the  finest  herds  of  Jersey  stock  in 
the  township,  and  he  cultivates  a tract  of  fifty-five 
acres.  Since  he  came  into  possession  of  the  “High- 
land Farm”  he  has  made  many  improvements  on 
the  place  which  is  nicely  kept  up,  his  home  and 
surroundings  bespeaking  his  thrift  and  industry, 
and  a pride  in  details  seldom  found. 

In  1877  Mr.  Ward  was  elected  treasurer  of  Mid- 
dletown, an  office  of  trust  and  responsibility  which 
he  has  filled  ever  since,  with  credit  and  satisfac- 
tion. During  this  time  he  has  handled  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars  of  the  town  money.  In  April, 
1900,  he  was  elected  representative  from  Middle- 
town  to  the  State  Legislature  and  was  kept  in  that 
position  continuously  by  re-election  until  1906, 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  in 
the  latter  body  until  1908.  He  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the- Republican  party  as  laid 
down  by  Lincoln,  McKinley,  Roosevelt  and  other 
great  leaders.  He  has  done  committee  work  in 
the  House  as  a member  of  the  committees  on  Fi- 
nance, Agriculture  and  iMechanical  Arts,  being 
chairman  of  the  latter,  and  on  the  Joint  committee 
on  Accounts  and  Claims,  and  in  the  Senate  on  the 
Committees  on  Corporations  and  Printing.  As  may 
be  inferred,  Air.  Ward  takes  a deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and  is  noted  for  his 
honesty  and  independence  of  character,  these  char- 
acteristics being  particularly  noticeable  in  his  public 
service.  He  is  temperate  and  domestic  in  his  tastes 
and  takes  a deep  interest  in  his  home  and  family. 
Mr.  Ward  is  a member  of  /Aquidneck  Grange,  No. 
30,  P.  of  H.,  and  was  master  of  the  same  for  two 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Aliddletown  Ceme- 
tery Committee,  of  which  he  has  been  chairman  for 
several  years,  and  is  also  jirominently  identified 
with  the  financial  interests  of  Newjiort  county,  be- 
ing a director  of  the  Aipiidneck  National  Bank  and 
a trustee  of  the  Island  .Savings  Bank,  both  of  New- 
port, and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  treas- 
urer of  the  Patrons’  I'ire  Relief  Association  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  actively  interested  in  relig- 


ious work  as  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Aliddletown,  to  which  his  family  also 
belongs,  and  is  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  same,  also  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  board,  holding  such  offices  for  many  years. 

On  Feb.  16,  1875,  Mr.  \\‘ard  married  Ruth  AT 
Smith,  of  Aliddletown,  daughter  of  the  late  Dan- 
iel B.  Smith,  of  that  town,  and  a woman  of  refined 
tastes,  much  devoted  to  her  home  and  family.  She 
and  her  daughter  are  members  of  the  AI.  E. 
Church,  in  which  they  are  quite  active.  Children 
as  follows  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Ward : 
(i)  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (2)  Grace 
Channing  was  educated  in  Aliddletown  and  at  the 
Newport  Grammar  school,  where  she  graduated, 
later  attending  the  Rogers  high  school  at  Newport, 
after  which  she  was  graduated  from  the  Newport 
Business  College.  She  is  a young  lady  of  high  at- 
tainments, much  devoted  to  her  home  and  parents. 
On  Sept.  5,  1907,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Dr.  Joseph  Elisha  Earnum,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
(3)  Clifton  Berkley  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Aliddletown  and  the  Newport  Grammar 
school,  where  he  graduated,  taking  the  gold  medal, 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  graduated  from  the 
Rogers  high  school  at  Newport  in  1906,  and  is  now 
a student  at  Brown  University  in  the  class  of 
1910. 

(VII)  Abner  Herbert  Ward,  son  of  John  B. 
Ward,  was  born  on  the  farm  Sept.  6,  T854,  and  at- 
tended the  Aliddletown  Public  school,  a private 
school  in  Newport,  the  grammar  school  in  Newport, 
and  East  Greenwich  Seminary,  where  he  took  a 
commercial  course.  He  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-six  years  old,  when  he  started 
into  farming  for  himself  on  the  Dr.  Hayward  farm, 
on  Honyman  Hill,  where  he  cultivates  a tract  of 
fifty-five  acres.  This  farm  was  once  the  home  of 
Dr.  Honyman,  and  the  dwelling  was  erected  over 
150  years  ago.  Air.  Ward  is  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business  and  general  farming.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  having  been  elected  to 
the  Legislature  in  1893.  He  served  three  years  in 
that  body  and  later  served  four  years  as  State 
Senator.  He  served  on  the  committees  on  Eisheries 
and  State  Property,  and  Elections.  Fie  has  rep- 
resented his  town  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
councilmen  for  over  twenty-three  years,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  board,  which  office  he  has  filled  for 
many  years.  He  has  been  auditor  of  the  town  for 
over  ten  years.  Air.  Ward  is  a member  of  the 
Akethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Aliddletown,  in 
which  he  is  steward  and  choir  leader.  He  was  for- 
merly a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  belonging 
to  Coronet  Council.  No;  63,  of  Newport ; and  he  is 
a meml)er  of  Aquidneck  Grange,  No.  30,  P.  of  H. 
Air.  W’ard  is  a stanch  Reiiublican  and  a hard 
worker  in  his  party. 

On  Feb.  25,  1880,  Air.  W’ard  was  married  to 
Annie  Aledora  Brown,  daughter  of  AV.illiam  C.  and 
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Eunice  (Barker)  Brown,  and  they  have  had  four 
children;  Helen  M.,  who  graduated  from  the 
Rogers  high  school  at  Newport  and  is  now  a school 
teacher ; A.  Sarah,  also  a graduate  of  the  Rogers 
high  school  at  Newport;  Charles  H.,  who  graduated 
from  the  Rogers  high  school  in  1905,  and  is  now 
a student  at  Brown  University ; and  iMedora  i\lay, 
at  school.  Mrs.  Ward  and  her  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
she  and  her  daughters  are  quite  active.  They  are 
also  members  of  the  Epworth  League. 

GILBERT  ROUNDS,  one  of  the  well-known 
and  substantial  citizens  of  Glocester,  residing  at 
Chepachet,  is  a descendant  of  a family  that  has 
been  represented  in  this  section  for  many  genera- 
tions. 

The  Rounds  family  is  one  of  some  two  hundred 
years’  standing  in  that  part  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  on  either  side  of  the  line  separating 
the  two  States,  numerous  in  the  ancient  town  of 
Rehoboth,  where  as  early  as  1711  the  name  is 
of  record ; then  John  Round  of  Swansea,  Mass., 
was  married  to  Hannah  Carde  of  Rehohoth ; and 
a little  later,  in  1715,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Thomas  Round  and  Sarah  Thurston.  The  earliest 
vital  record  of  births  in  that  town  begins  still 
earlier,  with  the  family  of  Richard  and  Ann  Round, 
whose  children  of  town  record  were : Ammy, 

born  June  10,  1702;  Anne,  born  Eeb.  6,  1704-05; 
Richard,  horn  March  2,  1706-07;  Hannah,  born 
Jan.  29,  1710-11;  Joanna,  born  April  23,  1713; 
Thomas,  horn  July  10,  1720.  Of  these,  Richard 
married  Aug.  20,  1730,  Ruth  Franklin,  they  being 
then  referred  to  as  of  Barrington  and  Rehohoth, 
respectively:  and  Thomas  probably  in  January  or 
February,  1744-45,  married  Elizabeth  West,  their 
intentions  of  marriage  being  published  Jan.  26th 
of  that  year.  Contemporaneous  with  these  early 
Rehoboth  families  besides  those  of  Richard  and 
Ann  and  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  were  those  of 
David  and  Hannah  (Carpenter)  and  Jabez  and 
Kenne  (Carpenter),  Jabez  being  referred  to  as  of 
Swansea. 

Here  in  Rhode  Island  the  Rounds  family  is  of 
vital  and  official  record  some  years  later  than  in 
iMassachusetts,  and  perhaps  more  especially  has  it 
been  a Scituate  and  Foster  family,  and  of  the 
Rehoboth  stock.  John  Round  of  Scituate  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Colony  at 
the  Alay  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1757, 
and  in  1759  and  1760  Mr.  Round  was  an  ensign 
in  the  3d  Company  of  that  town.  Still  earlier  and 
from  this  period  on  are  fragmentary  public  rec- 
ords of  the  family  in  the  towns  of  Scituate,  \\  arren 
and  Foster.  From  the  family  of  the  latter  town 
descended 

Deacon  Benoni  Rounds,  the  grandfather  of 
Gilbert  Rounds,  and  who  was  born  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town  of  Foster.  He  was  a farmer. 


and  located  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  of 
Glocester,  there  passing  the  rest  of  his  life.  For 
many  years  he  was  a deacon  of  the  North  Foster 
Free  Baptist  Church.  His  remains  lie  in  a private 
yard  in  his  native  town,  and  the  stone  marking 
ids  resting  place  was  erected  by  his  acquaintances 
as  a tribute  of  respect  and  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  he  was  held.  Deacon  Rounds  mar- 
ried Nancy  Cole,  who  survived  him  several  years, 
and  their  children  were:  Susan  married  Rufus 
Simmons,  a farmer,  and  resided  in  East  Killingly, 
Conn.,  their  home  being  near  the  Foster  town 
line;  Benjamin  resided  at  Pawtucket,  and  for  many 
years  drove  an  omnibus  between  that  place  and 
Providence;  Charles,  a farmer,  died  unmarried; 
Samuel  died  unmarried ; Rebecca  married  Lorenzo 
Crandall,  a carpenter,  and  resided  at  Pawtucket, 
where  they  died;  Wheaton  drove  a stage  line  be- 
tween Providence  and'  Boston  in  the  days  before 
railroads ; and  Lawton  Cole  was  the  father  of  Gil- 
bert Rounds. 

Lawton  Cole  Rounds,  youngest  of  the  family  of 
Deacon  Benoni  Rounds,  was  born  Dec.  26,  1813, 
in  Foster,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  there.  He 
came  to  Glocester  when  a young  man,  and  for  a 
time  was  employed  at  sash  and  blind  making  at 
Chepachet.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  painter, 
and  worked  at  that  business  for  over  sixty  years  at 
Chepachet,  continuing  to  be  actively  engaged  in 
that  line  until  a short  time  previous  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  22,  1894,  and  he  was  buried 
in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery.  Lawton  C.  Rounds 
was  widely  known  in  his  line  of  work,  and  de- 
veloped a patronage  at  times  quite  extensive  for 
that  locality,  employing  several  assistants.  In  his 
earlier  years  he  did  house  painting,  but  la'ter  de- 
voted his  entire  attention  to  carriage  painting  and 
the  finer  grades  of  his  work,  having  the  reputa- 
tion always  and  everywhere  of  doing  nothing  but 
the  best,  most  thorough  and  most  honest  work. 
In  fact,  he  would  tolerate  nothing  else  from  his 
workmen.  It  was  not  only  that  he  was  capable  and 
took  pride  in  doing  excellent  work,  but  he  was  a 
man  of  such  strictly  upright  principles  that  he  was 
too  conscientious  to  ask  his  patrons  to  accept  any- 
thing else.  By  hard  work  and  economy  he  acquired 
a competence. 

Like  his  father,  Lawton  C.  Rounds  was  highly 
thought  of  among  his  neighbors  and  friends. 
Wdien  it  was  the  custom  for  some  person  in  the 
vicinity  to  lay  out  a corpse  he  was  the  man  all 
called  upon,  and  there  was  seldom  a funeral  at 
which  he  did  not  assist  as  bearer.  He  was  ever 
ready  to  lend  a helping  hand  to  his  neighbors, 
and  no  man  in  the  town  was  more  respected. 
However,  he  would  never  accept  public  honors, 
though  offices  were  frequently  tendered-  him.  He 
was  a stanch  Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and 
in  religious  connection  a member  of  the  Free  \\hll 
Baptist  Church  at  Chepachet,  being  a very  regular 
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attendant  upon  its  services  until  his  hearing  be- 
came impaired.  His  residence,  which  he  built, 
was  that  now  occupied  by  his  son  Gilbert. 

Lawton  C.  Rounds  was  married  (first)  Aug. 
7,  1836,  at  Greenville,  by  Elder  Reuben  Allen, 
to  Minerva  Davis,  born  June  10,  1820,  daughter 
of  Dexter  and  Rebecca  (Cook)  Davis,  of  Che- 
pachet.  who  died  about  a year  after  their  marriage. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  iMercy  Ann  Irons, 
who  was  born  Jan.  6.  1814.  in  Glocester.  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Susan  (Williams)  Irons.  Jesse  Irons 
was  born  Oct.  4.  1780,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1856. 
Susan  Williams,  his  wife,  was  born  March  12, 
1781,  and  died  Jan.  25.  1872.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Jabez  W illiams  ami  a direct  descendant  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  Roger  Williams.  Foi-r  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Lawton  C. 
Rounds,  as  follows:  Gilbert,  born  Sept.  16,  1841; 
a daughter,  born  Aug.  21,  1843,  Sept. 

16,  1843;  Susan  J.,  born  Jan.  i,  1846,  who  died 
July  14.  1850;  and  Edwin,  born  Sept.  14,  1851, 
who  died  July  14.  1853. 

Gilbert  Rounds  was  born  in  Chepachet  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  school.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  painter  in  his  father's  shop, 
but  later  became  a clerk  for  a time  in  the  stores  of 
Wade  & Read.  Philip  W.  Hawkins  and  William 
Howkins,  at  Chepachet.  Eventually,  however,  he 
resumed  his  trade,  which  he  followed  in  addition 
to  discharging  his  public  duties  until  he  retired 
from  active  work. 

Mr.  Rounds  was  appointed  a deputy  sheriff 
under  the  late  high  sheriff,  Christopher  Holden, 
and  held  that  office  for  several  years.  For  about 
fifteen  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council',  during  more  than  half  of  that  period  act- 
ing as  j)re.sident  of  that  body,  discharging  the  duties 
of  that  important  position  with  much  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
also  served  as  town  sergeant.  Mr.  Rounds  has 
always  been  a stanch  Democrat  in  political  faith, 
though  he  supported  William  McKinley  for  the 
Presidency.  He  has  filled  the  various  incumbencies 
to  which  he  has  been  chosen  with  fidelity  and 
ability,  and  has  made  an  honorable  name  for  him- 
self in  the  community. 

On  Jan.  i,  1863.  Mr.  Rounds  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Chep'kchc't.  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Eddy, 
who  was  born  .\i)ril  22,  1841.  daughter  of  Clovis 
11.  and  Lydia  .\nn  (.Arnold)  Eddy,  and  a descend- 
ant of  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
families  of  the  State.  The  mother  of  -Mrs.  Rounds 
was  a daughter  of  David  Arnold,  whose  father  was 
one  of  seven  brothers  who  enlisted  with  their  father 
for  service  in  the  Revolutionary  armv.  Two  children 
were  born  to  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rounds,  namely:  Lydia 
.\nn,  born  .March  31,  1864.  who  died  Jan.  4,  1868, 
and  Clovis  Eddy,  born  Xov.  20.  1868.  at  Che- 
])achet.  The  latter  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  \\’alter  A.  Read,  and  later 
worked  for  Robert  Wade.  He  then  located  at  Pas- 


coag,  and  for  fifteen  months  conducted  the  “Alan- 
ufacturers  Hotel"  at  that  place.  He  was  then 
employed  in  a woolen  mill  at  Purrillville  until  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Inman  & Prooks,  at 
Pridgeton,  where  he  has  since  been  a valuable 
and  trustworthy  employe.  He  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  and  most  popular  young  men  in  Purrillville, 
is  chief  of  the  Pascoag  fire  department,  past  grand 
of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  33.  I.  O.  O.  E..  at  Pascoag, 
and  is  an  officer  in  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Cross. 
He  married  Annie  Ellen  Hey,  a native  of  England, 
and  two  children  have  come  to  them : Emma  H., 
born  Dec.  22,  1890,  who  died  Aug.  14,  1891  ; and 
Lawton  Gilbert,  born  Alarch  28,  1896. 

For  many  years  Air.  and  Airs.  Gilbert  Rounds, 
and  their  son  and  his  family,  have  occupied  during 
the  season  their  summer  cottage,  "The  Pungalow," 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Pascoag  Reservoir, 
and  there  they  have  dispensed  a generous  hospitality, 
it  being  a popular  place  for  their  many  friends  to 
visit.  They  are  kind,  genial  and  neighborly  people, 
and  well  merit  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  are 
held  by  all  who  know  them.  Air.  Rounds  main- 
taining well  the  high  standard  of  citizenship  and 
neighborliness  for  which  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  noted.  He  attends  the  Free  Will  Paptist 
Church.  At  one  time  he  was  a member  of  Friend- 
ship Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  at  Chepachet, 
and  served  as  secretary  of  the  same. 

FREDERICK  NOA^ES  BURDICK,  one  of  the 
well  known  citizens  of  the  town  of  Westerly,  comes 
of  substantial  New  England  stock. 

Halsey  W.  Burdick,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Charlestown.  R.  I.,  Sept.  7,  1826,  son  of  Reuben 
Burdick,  and  his  early  school  days  were  passed  in 
his  native  town.  His  father  was  a deep-sea  fisher- 
man, a skilful  mariner,  and  a hale  and  hearty  man, 
and  the  son  was  brought  up  to  a seafaring  life, 
but  for  a time  operated  the  big  Foster  farm  in 
Charlestown,  the  latter  years  of  his  life  being  spent 
at  Avondale,  engaged  in  fishing.  On  Oct.  26, 
1851,  he  married  Ellen  W Noyes,  born  Jan.  23, 
1827.  She  died  in  Westerly,  April  25,  1867,  leav- 
ing four  children,  namely : Alice  A'  .,  born  Sept. 
17,  1855.  married  (first)  bTancis  W.  Collins,  had 
two  children,  Francis  W.  and  Glenville  Arthur,  and 
(second)  'Charles  AI.  Lillie,  a lawyer  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  hy  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Agnes; 
I'rederick  Noyes,  born  Dec.  29,  1859;  AAdlliam  H., 
born  Alarch  9,  1861.  married  Aland  A.  Lanphere ; 
and  Nellie  L.,  born  Alarch  20,  1865,  married  Lewis 
H.  Dickey  (now  deceased),  and  has  two  children, 
Estella  P.  and  Lewis  H. 

I'rederick  Noyes  Burdick  was  married  Aug.  7. 
1890.  to  Alary  C.  Barber,  daughter  of  John  .\.  and 
Deborah  (Lillibridge)  Barber,  of  South  King.s- 
town.  They  have  two  children,  Harry  W.,  born 
A lay  10.  1891  : and  Howard  Frederick,  born  Jan. 
6,  1901.  They  reside  in  Avondale  in  a pleasant 
home  built  by  Air.  Burdick  in  1897. 
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Mr.  Burdick  has  successfully  engaged  in  fish- 
ing since  boyhood,  first  with  his  father,  and  in  later 
years  with  his  brother,  William  H.,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Burdick  Bros.  He  is  a man  of  pleasing- 
personality,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow 
townsmen.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  served  four  years  in  the  town 
council,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a member  of  the 
town  committee.  Mr.  Burdick  takes  an  interest  in 
any  movement  of  benefit  to  the  town,  and  is  a 
•citizen  of  the  best  type.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Y.  ]M.  C.  A.,  and  is  active  in  any  work  tending 
toward  the  uplifting  of  his  fellow  men.  He  is  an 
•earnest  worker  in  the  Avondale  Church. 

Mr.  Burdick  is  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  is 
a truly  conscientious  man,  straightforward  and 
sincere,  and  belongs  to  that  class  of  citizens  that 
any  community  is  proud  to  claim. 

ALDEX  BAKER  PAIXE,  who  passed  away 
at  his  home  in  Enfield,  town  of  Smithfield,  Aug. 
5.  1900,  descended  from  a family  that  has  been 
represented  in  Rhode  Island  for  many  generations. 
He  was  born  iMay  3,  1827,.  in  Smithfield,  now 
Lincoln,  R.  I.,  son  of  Mowry  and  Dorcas  (Baker) 
Paine. 

Mowry  Paine  was  a carpenter  and  farmer  and 
resided  at  Smithfield,  where  he  died.  He  had  four 
children,  as  follows:  Lucina,  who  married  a Mr. 
Andrews  and  removed  to  Connecticut;  Orrin,  who 
located  at  Binghamton.  X’.  Y.,  when  a young  man. 
a.nd  died  there;  Alden  B. ; and  Squire  M.,  a resi- 
dent and  agriculturist  of  (ilocester. 

Alden  B.  Paine  s])ent  his  early  life  in  hard 
work  on  the  farm,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  school,  supplementing  same  with  a 
short  term  at  a select  school  on  Emit  Hill,  in 
North  Providence.  Eor  some  years  he  was  engaged 
at  teaming,  and  later  learned  the  trade  of  carpen- 
ter, which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years.  Mr. 
Paine  then  entered  the  employ  of  a Mr.  iMowry,  a 
butcher  of  Lincoln,  and  thus  acquired  a knowledge 
of  the  butchering  business,  subsequently  engaging 
at  same  on  Smith’s  Hill,  Providence.  Still  later 
he  conducted  the  omnibus  line  between  Providence 
and  Olneyville,  this  being  prior  to  the  building  of 
the  street  car  line.  After  disj^osing  of  this  busi- 
ness he  opened  a market  in  Olneyville,  where  he 
continued  quite  successfully  for  a number  of  years. 
Retiring  from  business  he  removed  to  Enfield, 
where  he  erected  a home,  and  fluring  the  rest  of 
his  life  devoted  his  attention  to  the  care  of  his 
small  farm.  He  was  a Republican  in  his  political 
views,  but  cared  nothing  for  public  office. 

i\Ir.  Paine’s  first  marriage  was  to  iMartha, 
daughter  of^  Elisha  Smith,  and  sister  of  the  late 
Henry  Esek  Smith,  of  Enfield.  iMrs.  Paine  died 
leaving  no  children,  and  ]\lr.  Paine  married  (sec- 
ond) on  April  5,  1893.  iMiss  Emily  J.  Wilbur,  a 
native  of  Bridgewater.  iMass.,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Stella  (Eobes)  Wilbur.  iMrs.  Paine  united 
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with  the  Universalist  Church  at  Georgiaville  in 
1903,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  and  most  active 
members  thereof.  She  is  now  serving  as  president 
of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  is  a teacher  in  the 
Sunday-school. 

LUTHER  THO^IAS  AXGELL,  a well- 
known  citizen  residing  on  W’illett  avenue.  East 
Providence,  where  he  is  successfully  conducting  a 
market  gardening  business,  is  a descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Thomas  Angell,  as  indi- 
cated here,  the  records  of  the  first  generations  ap- 
pearing in  detail  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

( I ) Thomas  Angell,  the  ancestor  of  this  family, 
came  from  England  with  Roger  Williams,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Providence. 

(H)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Ruth  Eield. 

(HI)  Hope  Angell,  son  of  John,  born  in  Provi- 
dence in  1682,  resided  in  what  is  now  Xorth  Provi- 
dence, and  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony 
May  6,  1712.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  life,  dying  Eeb.  11,  1759.  Hope 
Angell  married  Lydia  Olney,  who  was  born  April 
30,  1688,  and  died  Feb.  12,  1749.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  (3),  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  (2)  and  great-granddaughter  of  Thomas 
Olney,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Provi- 
dence. Hope  and  Lydia  Angell  were  the  parents 
of : Abiah,  who  married  a Miss  Smith ; Oliver ; 
Lydia,  who  married  James  Young;  Elisha,  who 
married  Susan  Whipple;  Mary;  Thomas,  and 
James. 

(IV)  Oliver  Angell,  son  of  Hope,  was  born 
[March  3,  1717,  and  died  April  13,  1799.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation  and  resided  in  Xorth  Provi- 
dence, where  he  married  X'aoma  Smith,  born  Oct. 
28,  1721,  died  Dec.  3,  1799.  Their  children  were: 
Israel,  born  April  13  (or  Aug.  24),  1740,  is  men- 
tioned further  on ; Hope,  born  March  28,  1742, 
married  Avis  Olney;  Ruth,  born  Dec.  21,  1746, 
died  in  1803;  Jason,  born  Oct.  7,  1748,  married 
Caroline  Jencks;  Xaoma,  born  Dec.  27,  1755,  mar- 
ried John  Whipple;  Elisha,  born  I'eb.  22,  1757, 
married  Ann  Fenner,  and  died  April  28.  1838. 

(\")  Col.  Israel  Angell,  son  of  Oliver,  was 
born  in  Xorth  Providence  Aug.  24  (or  April  13), 
1740.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  residing 
in  the  town  of  Johnston,  where  he  died  May  4, 
1832;  he  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  his  farm. 
Col.  Israel  Angell  was  one  of  the  distinguished 
officers  from  Rhode  Island  who  saw  service  in  the 
Revolution.  He  was  commissioned  major  in  1775, 
lieutenant-colonel  in  1776,  and  in  1777  had  com- 
mand of  the  2(1  Battalion  from  Rhode  Island,  in 
the  army  with  Washington  in  Xew  Jersey.  In 
October,  1777.  he  was  in  battle  in  Xew  Jersey, 
and  in  1780,  in  that  State,  with  170  men  he  de- 
fended a bridge  against  a force  of  t.500  men  for 
fortv  minutes  while  Washington  was  changing  his 
position,  losing  forty  men.  General  Washington 
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complimented  him  for  his  bravery  on  this  occasion, 
in  a letter  to  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
Colonel  Angell  received  two  gold  medals  for  his 
bravery,  one  being  from  the  great  commander-in- 
chief  himself  and  the  other  from  General  LaFay- 
ette.  Colonel  Angell  was  a very  capable  man,  was 
qualified  for  many  positions  by  his  education,  and 
was  remarkable  for  his  social  qualities,  which  made 
him  a welcome  guest  in  the  best  society.  He  was 
thrice  married  and  became  the  father  of  sevenleen 
children.  His  first  wife  was  Alartha  Angell,  born 
Feb.  13,  1747,  died  iMay  16,  1793,  the  mother  of 
eleven  children:  Mary,  born  June  17,  1766,  died 
unmarried  in  1849;  Elizabeth,  born  April  27,  1768, 
married  James  Lewis,  and  died  Dec.  25,  1796; 
Sarah,  born  Oct.  17,  1769,  married  Albro  Cleve- 
land; Asa,  born  Aug.  24,  1771,  married  Cynthia 
Hill,  and  died  June  2,  1842;  Abner;  born  Feb.  23, 
1773,  died  Sept.  14,  1853;  Israel,  born  Sept.  12, 
1775,  married  Hannah  Brown,  and  died  July  7, 
1821  ; iMartha,  born  Aug.  23,  1779,  married  James 
Lewis,  and  died  March  10,  1824;  Naomi,  born 
Sept.  I,  1781,  married  Charles  Henckley,  and  died 
Feb.  II.  1844;  Ruth,  born  May  10,  1785,  married 
Alfred  Draper;  Stephen,  born  July  4,  1787,  married 
a Miss  Williams;  and  Oliver,  born  Dec.  i,  1790, 
married  Deborah  Cushing,  and  died  in  1870. 

Col.  Israel  Angell  for  his  second  wife  married 
Susannah  Wright,  born  Feb.  28,  1766,  and  their 
children  were:  Luther,  born  May  ii,  1794;  a 
son,  born  in  February,  1797,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Susannah,  born  Jan.  23,  1798,  who  married  iMoses 
Potter;  Mehitabl'e,  born  Jan.  31,  1800,  who  mar- 
ried William  Wilkinson;  Henry,  born  May  21, 
1802,  who  married  Eliza  Wilkinson ; and  Isaac, 
born  Jan.  26,  1809,  who  married  a Miss  Whipple. 
The  third  wife  of  Colonel  Angell  was  Sarah  Angell, 
who  died  in  1830. 

(VI)  Luther  Angell,  son  of  Col.  Israel,  was 
born  May  ii,  1794.  In  early  life  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  in  North  Providence,  but  later 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  North  Main 
street,  I’rovidence,  in  which  he  continued  until 
about  1850.  when  he  retired  from  active  life,  dying 
Dec.  19,  1859.  Angell  possessed  wonderful 

natural  ability  as  a bone-setter,  but  he  had  made  no 
study  of  that  art.  He  never  followed  it  as  a pro- 
fession, yet  did  a great  deal  of  work  in  that  line 
for  persons  who  came  to  his  store.  On  no  account 
would  he  charge  for  his  services,  and  he  was  par- 
ticularly pleased  when  he  could  aid  some  individual 
in  straitened  circumstances. 

Mr.  Angell  married  Patience  Smith,  the  widow 
of  John  Smith,  and  daughter  of  John  Smith.  Mrs. 
Angell  was  one  of  thirteen  children  born  to  her 
jiarents.  By  her  first  husband  she  had  one  daugh- 
ter. Jane,  who  was  the  first  wife  of  Henry  Tread- 
well, of  Providence,  and  they  had  one  son.  James, 
who  resides  in  Australia.  Luther  and  Patience 
Angell  had  four  children:  (i)  Jeremiah  O.,  liorn 
July  16,  1820.  has  a sketch  elsewhere.  (2)  Ethan 


Earl,  born  i\Iarch  6,  1823,  in  early  life  was  a boat- 
man, later  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with 
his  father,  and  since  1850  has  been  a resident  of 
what  is  now  Lincoln,  being  engaged  in  farming  and 
quarrying.  He  married  Harriet  Olney,  and  six 
children  have  been  born  to  them — Ida  E.,  the  wife 
of  Henry  H.  Handy,  of  North  Providence,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children.  Patience  E.  (who  mar- 
ried Daniel  J.  jManton  and  has  two  sons,  Harry  and 
Daniel)  and  Herbert  E.  (who  married  Kate  Thur- 
ber)  ; Alary  Chase ; Israel  Smith ; Charles  Olney, 
who  married  Laura  A.  Angell  and  has  one  son, 
George  E. ; Ruth  P.,  who  married  Walter  Gould 
and  has  two  children,  Elsie  B.  and  Walter  E. ; and 
H.  Erances,  who  married  Albert  Southwick,  of 
Uxbridge,  Mass.  (3)  Phebe  S.,  born  Alay  19, 
1825,  married  George  W.  Sheldon,  and  resided  in 
Providence,  where  she  died  Sept.  9,  1904.  They 
had  two  daughters — Sarah  Thurber,  who  married 
Alfred  Harrison,  and  Susan  A.,  the  widow  of 
Sylvester  Wood,  residing  in  Providence,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  George  C.  and  Harriet 
S.  C.  (4)  Thomas  L.,  born  Aug.  7,  1827,  is  men- 
tioned further  on.  Patience  Angell,  the  mother  of 
this  family,  survived  her  husband  and  died  in 
Providence  Nov.  6,  1866,  in  her  eightieth  year. 

(VH)  Thomas  L.  Angell,  youngest  child  of 
Luther,  was  born  Aug.  7,  1827,  on  Charles  street. 
Providence,  and  early  in  life  engaged  in  the  boating 
business  on  Narragansett  bay,  carrying  pleasure 
parties.  This  he  followed  until  a short  time  after 
the  death  of  his  older  brother,  Jeremiah  O.,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  same  business  and  who  died  in 
1869.  Thomas  L.  Angell  then  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  the  oyster  business,  he  having  for  some 
time  owned  oyster  beds  in  the  river,  his  sons  being 
associated  in  business  with  him.  This  continued 
until  1882,  in  which  year  Air.  Angell  began  to  turn 
his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  followed  very 
successfully  until  recent  years,  when  he  retired 
from  active  labor.  In  1875  Air.  Angell  removed 
from  Providence  to  East  Providence,  residing  at 
Bullock’s  Cove  until  1898,  when  he  removed  to 
Willett  avenue,  in  that  town.  He  is  a substantial 
citizen,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  residents  of 
his  community. 

Thomas  L.  Angell  was  married  Jan.,  17,  1849, 
to  Nancy  G.  Cudworth,  born  Nov.  20,  1829,  in 
Dighton,  Alass.,  daughter  of  Darius  and  Abby 
(Hathaway)  Cudworth,  and  she  died  in  Provi- 
dence Sept.  15,  1875,  the  mother  of  the  following 
children:  (i)  Luther  Thomas,  born  Aug.  19, 

1850,  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Jeremiah  Olney, 
born  Jan.  25,  1858,  married  Elorentine  Amanda 
Hunt,  and  has  one  son,  Alvin  Lester,  born  Nov. 
19,  1886.  Jeremiah  O.  Angell  in  early  life  was 
associated  with  his  father  in  his  business  enter- 
jirises,  but  in  recent  years  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  music,  being  the  organizer  and  leader  of  Angell’s 
Orchestra.  (3)  Abby  Phebe,  born  April  9,  1861, 
died  June  7,  1864. 
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(VIII)  Luther  Thomas  Angell,  son  of  Thomas 
L.,  was  born  Aug.  19,  1850,  at  the  old  homestead 
on  North  Main  street,  Providence,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  was  for  several  years  employed  as 
bookkeeper  in  Providence,  and  then  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  oyster  business,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1882,  when  he  took  up  market  garden- 
ing, having  purchased  in  1881  a part  of  the  xA.nson 
Viall  place,  on  Willett  avenue.  East  Providence. 
Here  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged,  his 
straightforward  manner  of  doing  business  and  his 
courteous,  genial  ways  having  won  him  a large 
patronage.  In  1897  he  erected  his  present  fine 
modern  house  and  outbuildings. 

Mr.  Angell  was  married  jMay  i,  1878,  to  Lydia 
Mowry  Manton,  born  Aug.  10,  1859,  at  Lime  Rock, 
daughter  of  Crawford  Jenckes  and  Esther  (Wil- 
bur) Manton.  Mrs.  Angell  is  a great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John  Jenckes,  who  was  a member  of 
the  War  Committee.  Ereelove  Jenckes,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John,  married  William  Manton,  father  of 
Crawford  Jenckes  Manton.  Mrs.  Angell  is  a mem- 
ber of  Gaspee  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  at  Providence, 
being  eligible  in  five  different  lines.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Roger  Williams  Association. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell  have  one  son,  Raymond 
Douglass,  born  April  19,  1881,  who  completed  his 
education  at  Mowry  & Goff’s  school,  in  Providence, 
and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  market 
gardening  business.  On  Oct.  12,  1903,  he  married 
Clara  Louise  Humphrey,  of  East  Providence, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eannie  (Thurston)  Hum- 
phrey, and  they  have  one  child,  Evelyn  Manton, 
born  July  23,  1905. 

Luther  T.  Angell  is  a Democrat  in  political 
belief.  He  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  He 
is  eligible  to  membership  in  many  of  the  patriotic 
societies.  The  xA.ngell  family  is  well  known  in  East 
Providence,  where  its  members  are  highly  re- 
spected. 

GEORGE  E.  THURBER,  of  Cranston,  is  de- 
scended from  John  Thurber,  born  Aug.  26,  1730, 
who  died  near  Palmer’s  Run,  Rehoboth.  He  mar- 
ried three  times  and  his  children  were : John,  Anna, 
Sarah,  Bertha,  Hannah  and  William.  [See  Thur- 
ber records  elsewhere  in  these  volumes.] 

William  Thurber,  son  of  John,  born  June  2, 
1780,  died  in  1864.  He  also  was  married  three 
times,  (first)  to  Mehitable  Wood,  (second)  to 
Linda  (Ide)  Woodcock,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Ide,  and  (third)  to  a IMiss  Wilmarth,  daughter  of 
Stephen.  He  had  a large  family,  those  born  to  the 
first  union  being:  Emmeline,  Lorin  W.,  William 
Norton,  John  Wood,  Gierman  Potter,  Alfred 
Wood,  Betsey  iMitchell,  Albert  Dexter  and  John. 
To  the  second  marriage  were  born : Nathaniel 
Ide;  Lewis  Henry;  Joseph  Gardner;  iMehetible  W., 
who  married  Jason  Makepeace  ; Augusta  Celinda, 
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who  married  Howard  Drake ; Harriet  Atwood, 
who  died  young;  Harriet  Elmira,  wife  of  Elijah 

R.  Reed ; and  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Nathaniel  Ide  Thurber  married  Rhoda  Mason 
Peck,  daughter  of  Cyril  C.  Peck,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  Francis  W.,  born 
May  16,  1844,  lives  at  Attleboro,  and  has  chil- 
dren— Nellie,  Albert,  Charles,  Eddie,  Ada  and 
Lewis;  Nellie,  born  April  i,  1849,  married  William 

S.  Blpckington,  and  has  one  daughter,  Effie ; 
George  E.  was  born  Jan.  26,  1853. 

Nathaniel  Ide  Thurber  was  engaged  in  peddling 
groceries  through  the  country  in  a two-horse  wagon. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  a prisoner 
at  Libby.  After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service 
he  started  South  again  to  look  after  his  son 
Erancis,  who  was  convalescing  in  a Southern  hos- 
pital, but  after  leaving  Providence  was  never  again 
heard  from. 

George  E.  Thurber,  son  of  Nathaniel  Ide  and 
Rhoda  Mason  (Peck)  Thurber,  was  born  Jan.  26, 
1853,  at  Stevens  Corner,  in  North  Rehoboth,  and 
there  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a year  or  two  in  Norton,  iMass.  His 
schooling  advantages  were  of  necessity  somewhat 
limited,  but  he  attended  at  Peck’s  Corner,  Norton 
and  North  Rehohoth,  during  winter  terms  of  twelve 
weeks  each.  He  learned  the  trade  of  mason  in 
Providence,  of  Hiram  S.  Reed,  serving  a regular 
three  years  apprenticeship,  under  a $500  bond  for 
faithful  performance.  During  this  period  his  com- 
pensation was  the  poor  stipend  of  $40  for  the  first 
year,  $45  for  the  second  year,  and  $60  for  the  third 
year.  He  worked  at  his  apprenticeship  for  nine 
months  of  the  year,  being  allowed  to  shift  for  him- 
self three  months  in  the  winter  time.  In  1874 
he  worked  as  a journeyman  mason  at  the 
Pumping  Station  in  Cranston,  and  later  on 
the  State  prison.  He  engaged  in  the  retail 
meat  business  in  Cranston  for  some  time, 
but  in  about  1883  he  became  a contracting 
mason,  and  has  followed  that  occupation  to 
the  present  time.  His  line  of  business  has  been 
principally  in  house  foundations  and  finishing  them, 
and  he  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Thurber  started  wholly  unaided  and  alone 
in  his  business  life.  His  work  has  been  difficult, 
and  to  achieve  success  meant  hard  work  and  a 
strong  will.  Honesty  and  integrity  have  been  two 
of  his  strong  characteristics.  The  measure  of  his 
prosperity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  accum- 
ulated a nice  competency,  has  been  one  of  the  best 
of  husbands  and  fathers,  and  an  exemplary  citizen. 
He  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  although  he  has  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  public  matters  he  was  highway  surveyor 
in  the  town  of  ^^'arwick  for  three  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  Park  Hill  Lodge.  No.  44,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

i\Ir.  Thurber  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union,  to  Emeline  A.  Tanner,  having  taken  place 
in  March,  1876.  She  died  in  about  a year  and  in 
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April,  1879.  he  married  Anna  E.  Burlingame, 
(laughter  of  Samuel  R.  and  Alma  Stone  Burlin- 
game. The  following  children  have  been  born  to 
tlii.s  union:  Gordon  i\l..  William  E.  and  Eannie  W. 
Mrs.  Thurber  is  a kdnd  and  considerate  wife  and 
mother  and  a mo.st  cheerful  helpmate  and  com- 
jianion  to  her  husband. 

HENRY  C.  SAYLES,  a well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  the  town  of  Burrillville, 
is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
town.  IMr.  Sayles  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  John 
Sayles,  the  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family- 
in  Rhode  Island,  who  married  IMary,  daughter  of 
Roger  Williams,  as  outlined  on  other  pages  of  this 
record. 

Welcome  Sayles,  son  of  Ahab  and  the  father  of 
Henry  C.,  was  born  April  22,  1800,  on  the  home- 
stead farm  in  Glocester.  now  Burrillville,  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life,  being  engaged  at  farming.  He 
died  Nov.  29,  1877,  and  was  buried  in  a private 
_\ard  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Henry  C.  Sayles. 
M'elcome  Sayles  was  a cpiiet,  industrious  farmer, 
and  as  a man  much  esteemed  and  re.spected.  He 
married  Maria,  daughter  of  Chad  Sayles.  of  Glo- 
cester, and  she  died  Sept.  30.  1852,  aged  forty-eight 
years.  Their  children  were : Sylvester,  born  Sept. 
10.  1825,  has  a sketch  elsewhere.  Emily  A.,  born 
[March  3.  1828,  married  Erancis  Sprague,  a mason 
and  contractor,  and  resided  at  Pascoag,  where  she 
died  Aug.  i.  1893,  leaving  one  son,  Edward  C. 
Nancy  R.,  born  July  15,  1829,  died  unmarried  Eeb. 
I.  i860.  Lucina  M.,  born  Eeb.  19.  1831,  married 
(first)  Samuel  B.  Smith,  a merchant,  who  died  in 
New  Haven.  Conn.,  June  13.  1876,  and  she  married 
(second)  Dr.  Aaron  Walker,  who  died  Jau.  22. 
i8(J9,  at  Edgewood,  which  place  is  now  the  home 
of  Mrs.  \\'alker.  Erancis  A.,  born  July  19,  1833, 
died  [March  6.  1834.  [Minerva  M.,  born  Dec.  i, 
1834,  married  Albert  J.  Mowry,  and  died  at  Green- 
ville, Jan.  31,  1(903  ; they  had”  one  daughter,  Cora 
S..  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  L.  Whipple, 
and  has  one  son,  Lucius  A.  Ellen  Jane,  born  June 
^5-  1837.  the  widow  of  Henry  M.  Phetteplace, 
who  was  a soap  manufacturer  and  resided  at  Edge- 
wood.  where  he  died  Eeb.  23,  1897.  leaving  one  son, 
Thurston  M.,  an  instructor  at  Brown  University. 
Henry  C.  was  born  Sept.  22.  1839. 

Henry  C.  Sayles  was  born  on  the  homestead 
farm,  and  received  most  of  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict .schools,  also  attending  Lapham  Institute,  at 
North  Scituate,  for  two  terms.  He  lived  at  home 
until  October,  1862.  when  he  was  mustered  into 
Company  K.  12th  R.  I.  Volunteers,  for  nine 
months’  service,  having  enlisted  in  the  previous 
August.  He  was  with  the  regiment  during  his 
entire  term  of  service,  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Eredericksburg  and  also  seeing  service  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
with  the  regiment.  July  24.  1863.  Returning  home. 
Mr.  Sayles  remained  on  the  farm  until  his  mar- 


riage, when  he  removed  to  the  home  of  his  father- 
in-law,  adjoining,  and,  because  of  the  latter's  ad- 
vancing age,  relieved  him  of  the  active  manage- 
ment of  the  place,  where  he  has  since  resided.  [Mr. 
Sayles  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  cared  for 
public  office.  He  is  a quiet,  unassuming  man  and 
is  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
He  was  married  Dec.  16,  1870,  to  Amanda  F., 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Harriet  E.  (Olnev) 
Eddy. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Sayles  was  born  in  November, 
1846,  in  the  house  which  ever  since  has  been  her 
home,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Harriet  E.  (Olney) 
Eddy,  granddaughter  of  Job  and  Phebe  (Wil- 
liams) Olney,  and  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams 
and  Rev.  Thomas  Olney. 

Job  Olney  was  born  May  7,  1766,  in  North 
Providence,  and  located  in  Burrillville,  on  the  farm 
occupied  by  Henry  C.  Sayles.  His  only  child  was  a 
daughter,  Harriet  E.,  who  married  Stephen  Eddy, 
Sept.  4,  1828,  and  their  children  were:  Phebe  F., 
born  Jan.  30,  1830,  married  Henry  L.  Smith,  and 
died  March  20.  1906  (she  was  the  mother  of  one 
son.  Job  A.,  who  resides  at  Pascoag)  ; Job  O.,  born 
June  30,  1834,  died  Eeb.  16,  1845;  Amanda  F., 
born  in  November,  1846,  became  Mrs.  Sayles. 

Stepiikx  Eddy,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent 
and  leading  citizens  of  Burrillville,  was  born  in 
that  town,  son  of  Eli  and  [Marcy  (Eddy)  Eddy, 
the  former  of  whom  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-nine 
years  old.  Stephen  Eddy  had  little  or  no  educa- 
tional advantages  in  youth,  but  by  reading,  obser- 
vation and  study  he  became  exceedingly  well  in- 
formed and  possessed  of  a wide  knowledge  :T 
affairs.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  but 
after  his  marriage  located  on  the  farm  of  his  wife’s 
parents,  and  was  successfully  engaged  at  farming 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  Sept.  8,  1885,  agecl 
eighty-three  years,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
April  I,  1894.  in  her  eighty-third  year.  Mr.  Eddy 
was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican  and  was 
stanch  in  his  views.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
town  council  of  Burrillville  and  as  senator  two 
terms.  He  was  a strong  advocate  of  temperance. 
He  was  a member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  7, 
A.  I'.  & A.  M..  at  Chepachet,  serving  as  master 
thereof  for  many  years,  until  he  resigned,  upon 
which  occasion  he  was  presented  a past  master’s 
jewel,  suitably  engraved.  A portrait  of  Mr.  Eddy 
hangs  in  the  lodge  room.  He  was  a man  of  uncom- 
monly good  business  judgment  and  one  whose  ad- 
vice was  frequently  sought  in  business  matters, 
being  often  called  upon  to  settle  estates.  He  was 
ever  ready  to  relieve  those  in  distress,  and  in  cases 
of  sickness  particularly  his  help  was  sought  and 
always  given.  In  the  days  when  the  laying  out  of 
a corpse  was  usually  attended  to  by  some  one  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  undertakers  being  sometimes 
far  apart,  Mr.  Eddy  was  always  called  upon  to  do 
that  service  for  peo]de  for  miles  around,  and  just 
as  often  was  called  upon  to  direct  the  funeral.  He 
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attended  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at  Chepachet, 
and  was  a liberal  contributor  to  its  support.  Mr. 
Eddy  was  foremost  in  any  movement  for  the  gen- 
eral good  and  welfare  of  the  town  and  its  people 
and  represented  a high  type  of  New  England  citi- 
zenship. 

GEORGE  W.  BUTLER.  Among  the  leading 
farmers  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  none  is  more  de- 
serving of  mention  in  this  biographical  record 
than  George  W.  Butler,  who  resides  on  his  beau- 
tiful place  of  too  acres.  He  was  born  not  far  from 
the  Commons,  in  Little  Compton,  Dec;  7,  1831. 

Zalmon  Butler,  father  of  George  W.,  was  born 
Jan.  I,  1803,  in  Wareham,  Mass.,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood,  learning  the  trade  of  shoemaker. 
When  a young  man  he  came  to  Little  Compton, 
where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  shoemak- 
ing and  farming.'  He  died  on  his  small  tract  June 
24,  1849,  was  buried  in  the  Little  Compton 
cemetery.  On  Aug.  25,  1827,  he  married 
Lydia  Wilbour,  born  March  14,  1807,  in 

Little  Compton,  daughter  of  Isaac  Wilbour. 
i\lrs.  Butler  died  June  8,  1851,  and  was 

buried  in  the  Little  Compton  cemetery.  Their 
children  were:  Henry  R.,  born  Aug.  28,  1828, 
who  died  in  Little  Compton ; George  W.,  our  sub- 
ject; Isaac  W.,  born  Nov.  8,  1842,  who  died  March 
5,  1844;  and  John  F.,  born  March  25,  1845,  who 
died  in  Little  Compton. 

George  W.  Butler’s  educational  advantages 
were  exceedingly  limited,  as  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents made  it  necessary  for  him  to  assume  respon- 
sibility at  an  early  age.  At  the  age  of  eight  years 
he  was  laboring  on  a farm  for  ninepence  per  day, 
his  first  employer  being  Thomas  White,  with  whom 
he  remained  twelve  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  rented  a farm  from  Otis  Lake,  on  Maple 
street.  Little  Compton,  and  it  was  there  he  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  present  business  success.  He 
spent  ten  years  on  that  farm,  and  during  that  time 
started  in  the  market  gardening  business,  selling 
butter,  chickens,  farm  produce  and  meats  at  the 
New  Bedford  market,  following  this  line  for  nearly 
thirty  years.  At  this  time,  feeling  that  he  could 
afford  to  operate  a farm  of  his  own,  he  purchased 
the  loo-acre  tract  of  Pardon  Ahny,  on  Maple 
street,  on  which  he  has  since  made  many  improve- 
ments, including  a large  house,  barns  and  out- 
buildings. He  gave  up  the  market  gardening 
business,  turning  his  attention  to  poultry  raising,  at 
which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  a man 
of  progressive  ideas,  very  industrious  and  enter- 
prising, and  in  spite  of  his  advanced  years  is  still 
very  active  in  the  duties  of  his  business.  In  politics 
a stanch  Republican,  he  is  no  office  seeker,  al- 
though he  served  thirteen  years  as  a member  of 
the  town  council  and  was  also  assessor  of  taxes  for 
some  time.  He  is  one  of  Little  Compton’s  good 
citizens  and  has  an  honestly  won  reputation  for  in- 


tegrity and  fair  dealing.  He  is  a devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Little  Comp- 
ton, being  a trustee  thereof  and  a member  of  tlie 
official  board. 

In  1852  Mr.  Butler  was  married  to  Abby  C. 
Brownell,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Brownell, 
and  she  died  on  the  farm,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Little  Compton  Commons  cemetery.  i\Ir.  Butler 
was  married  (second)  in  1900  to  Mrs.  Emily  J. 
(Herendeen)  Lake,  widow  of  Capt.  Theodore 
Lake,  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  who  was  a whaling 
captain,  and  whom  for  a period  of  thirteen  years 
she  accompanied  on  his  voyages,  traveling  nearly 
around  the  world.  Mrs.  Butler  was  born  in  Fal- 
mouth, Mass.,  daughter  of  Sanford  Herendeen, 
and  she  passed  away  Oct.  20,  1907,  in  Little  Comp- 
ton, at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  four  months. 
Like  her  husband,  she  was  a member  of  the  i\Ieth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  identified  with 
the  official  board  thereof. 

ANTHONY.  The  Anthony  family  is  one  of 
the  oldest  settled  families  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  American  progenitor  of  the  family  hav- 
ing been  a resident  of  Portsmouth  as  early  as 
1640.  Middletown  has  been  the  home  of  many 
members  of  this  family  for  generations,  and  that 
town  is  still  the  abiding-place  of  two  worthy  rep- 
resentatives of  the  name  in  the  persons  of  Miss 
Susan  A.  Anthony  and  Abraham  Anthony.  The 
first  of  the  name  in  New  England  was  one  John 
Anthony,  or  Antonie,  as  he  wrote  his  name.  The 
first  known  of  the  family  was  one  William  An- 
thony, who  was  born  in  1495,  in  Cologne,  Ger- 
many. He  had  three  sons,  the  youngest,  Francis, 
having  been  goldsmith  and  jeweler  to  Queen 
Elizabeth.  The  genealogy  of  the  Anthony  family 
in  America  will  be  found  in  detail  elsewhere  in 
these  volumes. 

(I)  John  Anthony  (or  xLntonie,  as  he  wrote 
it),  who  was  born  in  1607,  and  was  a resident  of 
the  village  of  Hempstead,  near  London,  England, 
became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  New  England, 
coming  to  America  in  the  barque  “Hercules,”  in 
1634.  He  married  Susanna  Potter,  and  settled  at 
Portsmouth,  R.  L,  where  he  is  of  record  in  1640 
and  the  next  year  became  a freeman  of  the 
Colony. 

(II)  Abraham  Anthony,  son  of  (I)  John, 
born  in  1650,  married  Alice  Wodell,  and  lived  at 
Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 

(III)  Wdlliam  Anthony,  son  of  (II)  Abra- 
ham, born  Oct.  31,  1675,  married  iMary  Cogge- 
shall,  and  lived  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  Swansea, 
Massachusetts. 

(IV)  Abraham  Anthony  (2),  son  of  (III) 
William,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1696.  He  married 
Feb.  7,  1716,  Elizabeth  Gray,  of  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
and  they  settled  and  died  in  Rhode  Island.  Their 
children  were:  Abraham,  born  Dec.  9,  1717; 
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]\Iary,  Feb.  9,  1718-19;  Edward,  ]May  3,  1720  (died 
Feb.  6,  1721);  Thomas,  Oct.  19,  1721;  Philip, 

April  II,  1723;  Elizabeth,  April  (or  July)  24, 
1725;  Isaac,  March  7,  1727;  Sarah,  Sept.  4,  1730; 
Elisha,  Jan.  22,  1732;  Jonathan,  INlarch  12,  1733; 
Peleg,  Sept.  30,  1735  ; and  Daniel,  Sept,  i,  1738. 

( \ ) Philip  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham  (2), 
was  born  April  ii,  1723,  in  Swansea,  iMass.,  and 
married  Alary  Godard,  daughter  of  Thomas  God- 
dard. Their  children,  of  Portsmouth  town  record, 
were:  Abraham,  born  Aug.  19,  1751,  who  died 
Jan.  18,  1821;  Eunice  (died  Dec.  3,  1754),  Ann 
and  Susannah  (died  Jan.  5,  1754),  triplets,  born 
Dec.  14,  1753;  Philip,  born  Jan.  19,  1755,  who  died 
in  Eebruary,  same  year;  Philip  (2),  born  Feb.  16, 
1756,  who  died  Sept.  6,  1777;  Eunice  (2),  born 
Aug.  3,  1759,  who  died  Oct.  16,  1777;  Susannah 
(2),  born  Nov.  21,  1761;  Beriab,  born  Sept.  17, 
1763,  and  Gideon,  born  June  20,  1766. 

(\T)  Gideon  Anthony,  son  of  Philip  and 
Alary  (Goddard)  Anthony,  was  born  in  Ports- 
mouth June  20,  1766,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
all  of  his  life,  in  Portsmouth  and  later  in  Aliddle- 
town,  where  he  died  April  7,  1832.  He  was  mar- 
ried Jan.  I,  1787,  by  Rev.  Gardner  Thurston,  to 
Elizabeth  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  Joshua  Cogge- 
shall,  and  she  died  Sept.  3,  1828.  Their  children 
were  : Alary,  born  Nov.  1 1,  1786  (who  died  Alarch  18, 
1788)  ; Philip.  Alarch  i,  1789;  Hannah,  Jan.  25, 
1792;  Ann,  Alarch  4,  1794  (died  Alarch  24,  1794)  ; 
Gideoir,  Jan.  10.  1796;  and  Joshua,  Jan.  4,  1798. 

(\T1)  Philip  Anthony,  the  eldest  son  of 
Gideon,  was  born  Alarch  i,  1789,  and  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  farm.  M’hen  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  he  located  on  the  West  Alain  road  in 
Aliddletown,  where  he  farmed  until  1858,  in  which 
year  he  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son,  Gideon, 
and  removed  to  the  old  Anthony  farm  on  the  East 
Alain  road,  near  Oliphant  Lane,  there  making  his 
home  the  remainder  of  his  life  on  a forty-acre  tract. 
He  made  many  improvements,  and  the  house  in 
which  he  lived  is  still  standing;  it  was  removed 
to  its  present  location  in  1857,  and  is  now  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  Air.  Anthony  worked  hard, 
and  lived  an  honest,  upright  life,  was  strictly  tem- 
perate in  his  habits,  and  domestic  in  his  tastes.  He 
died  Alarch  23,  1873,  of  eighty- 

four  years,  and  was  buried,  in  the  family  plot  on 
the  old  homestead.  He  was  originally  a \\'hig.  and 
later  a Republican,  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  town.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  councilmen,  and  was  president  of  the 
council. 

On  Dec.  4,  1817,  Air.  Anthony  married  Alary 
Alanchester,  who  was  born  in  Aliddletown,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Sarah  (Wood)  Manchester,  and 
died  Aug.  28,  1873.  five  months  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  when  eighty-eight  jears  old.  Their 
children  were:  (i)  Gideon,  born  Sept.  19,  1819, 
married  Julia  Crosby,  and  died  in  Newport.  (2) 
Sarah  Wood,  born  Feb.  9,  1821,  married  George 


A.  Brown,  and  both  are  deceased.  (3)  John,  born 
3B  1823^  <Iied  on  the  old  homestead,  unmar- 
ried. (4)  Elizabeth  married  George  A.  Brown, 
widower  of  her  sister,  Sarah.  (5)  Aliss  Susan  A. 
Anthony  has  since  the  death  of  her  parents  been 
conducting  the  farm-  with  success.  She  made 
many  sacrifices  for  her  parents,  devoting  her  life 
to  their  care,  and  she  is  well  known  and  beloved  for 
her  many  acts  of  kindness. 

(VH)  Joshua  Anthony,  the  youngest  son  of 
Gideon,  and  brother  of  Philip,  was  born  Jan.  4, 
1798,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  received  a common 
school  education.  He  grew  up  on  a farm,  and 
worked  from  early  youth  at  farming,  in  time  own- 
ing and  operating  fifty-eight  acres  in  Middletown, 
on  the  East  Alain  road,  near  the  home  of  his  brother 
Philip.  There  he  built  a fine  frame  dwelling- 
house  in  1851,  and  there  he  spent  his  active  life, 
dying  Jan.  4,  1877,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury 
to  his  hip  from  which  he  suffered  ten  years.  He 
was  buried  in  the  old  family  burying-ground  on  the 
farm.  He  was  independent  in  political  views,  and 
was  no  office  seeker.  Honest  to  the  core,  devoted  to 
his  home  and  family,  he  lived  an  honorable,  upright 
life. 

Air.  Anthony  married  Abbie  Anthony,  daughter 
of  Abraham  and  Alary  (Brown)  Anthony  and 
granddaughter  of  Daniel  Anthony,  a full  sketch  of 
whom  will  be  found  elsewhere.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Alary,  who  still  lives  in  Aliddle- 
town, aged  over  eighty-five  years;  Abraham,  men- 
tioned below ; William  Henry,  who  died  Jan.  4, 
1905,  in  Aliddletown,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Mary’s 
Church  cemetery ; and  Ann  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Samuel  Corey,  and  died  in  Portsmouth. 

(VHI)  Abraham  Anthony,  the  oldest  son  of 
Joshua,  was  born  Nov.  4,  1826,  on  the  old  Anthony 
homestead  in  Aliddletown,  and  received  a common 
school  education.  He  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents,  and,  on  his  father's  death,  took  charge  of 
the  farm,  which  he  has  been  operating  ever  since. 
The  tract  now  consists  of  forty  acres,  upon  which 
Air.  Anthony  has  made  many  improvements.  He 
was  for  many  years  in  the  dairy  business,  but  is 
now  living  retired,  the  farm  being  conducted  by 
his  son,  Albert  A.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Anthony 
takes  no  part  in  politics,  only  doing  his  duty  as  a 
citizen.  His  religious  belief  is  summed  up  in  the 
Golden  Rule. 

Air.  Anthony  was  twice  married,  first  in  1850 
to  Sarah  D.  Gould,  daughter  of  Samuel  Gould.  She 
died  in  1886,  leaving  three  children:  Albert  A., 
who  operates  the  homestead,  married  Sarah  E. 
Alanchester ; Abbie  A.  married  Ashton  C.  Barker, 
a farmer  of  Aliddletown ; Sarah  Maria  married 
Charles  Albro,  of  Aliddletown. 

For  his  second  wife  Air.  Anthony  took  Ruth 
Alaria  Barker,  born  in  Aliddletown,  daughter  of 
James  and  Rnth  (Wilcox)  Barker,  and  widow  of 
John  Gould,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Leprelete 
Gould,  who  died  young. 
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ALFRED  SHERMAN.  The  Sherman  family 
of  Lonsdale,  of  which  the  late  Alfred  Sherman  was 
a worthy  descendant,  is  among  the  oldest  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  in  Ports- 
mouth. 

(I)  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  of  the  Dedham, 
England,  line  of  Shemians,  born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in 
Dedham,  England,  married  Sarah  Odding,  daugh- 
ter of  iMrs.  John  Porter.  He  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1634,  and  .settled  at  Roxbury,  removing 
later  to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
purchasers  of  the  Island  of  Aquidneck  in  1636,  and 
on  the  formation  of  a government  became  secre- 
tary under  William  Coddington,  governor.  He  be- 
came a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  i\Ir. 
Sherman  was  a son  of  Samuel,  a grandson  of 
Henry,  and  a great-grandson  of  Henry  Sherman, 
of  Dedham,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  England, 
which  family  it  is  thought  probably  removed  there 
from  the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  it  bore  the  Suffolk 
coat  of  arms.  Phillip  Sherman  died  in  1687,  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  His  children  were:  Eber, 
Sarah,  Peleg,  Mary,  Edmund,  Samson,  William, 
John,  i\Iary,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Benjamin  and 
Phillip. 

(II)  Benjamin  Sherman,  son  of  Phillip,  born 
in  1650,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  Dec.  3,  1674, 
Hannah  Mowry,  born  Sept.  28,  1656,  daughter  of 
Roger  and  Mary  Mowry.  He  was  a farmer  of 
Portsmouth,  and  a land  owner  in  Kings  Towne, 
R.  I.  He  died  Sept.  24,  1719.  his  wife  passing 
away  in  1718.  He  had  served  his  town  as  con- 
stable in  1688,  and  as  deputy  in  1707.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  26,  1675;  Jona- 
than, March  7,  1677;  Joseph,  Feb.  ii,  1678;  Han- 
nah, IMarch  20,  1679;  Amie,  Oct.  25,  1681 ; Sarah, 
1684;  Isaac,  April  22,  1686;  iMehetabel,  March  4, 
1688;  Deborah,  Sept.  3,  1691;  Abigail,  March  13, 
1694;  Freelove,  Sept.  14,  1696;  and  Bethia,  1699. 

(III)  Jonathan  Sherman,  born  March  7,  1677, 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  Mary,  and  settled  on 
200  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  I., 
which  was  given  him  by  his  father.  He  died  in 
1752.  His  children  were:  Jonathan  (born  Oct. 
14,  1705),  Hannah,  Mary,  Sarah,  Amie,  Benja- 
min, and  Ezekiel  (born  June  23,  1721). 

(IV)  Jonathan  Sherman  (2),  born  Oct.  14, 
1705,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  Feb.  5, 
1726-27,  Dorcas  Sheldon.  She  died,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Mary,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Card, 
of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  To  the  first  marriage 
were  born:  Benajah  (in  1728),  and  Joseph.  To 
the  second:  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  14,  1731;  Robert, 
Feb.  7,  1734;  Abigail,  Oct.  7,  1737;  Gideon,  Oct. 
25,  1741;  and  Robert  (2),  Sept.  3,  1752.  The  fa^ 
ther  of  these  children  died  April  18,  1778,  on  his 
farm  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  I,  His  widow, 
Mary,  passed  away  Nov.  15,  1803. 

(V)  Benajah  Sherman,  born  in  1728,  died  in 
1785.  He  married  Martha,  and  they  lived  in 
Exeter,  Rhode  Island. 


(\T)  Hazard  Sherman,  son  of  Benajah,  was 
born  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
Farming  was  his  principal  occupation,  and  he  be- 
came a large  land  owner,  making  his  home  in 
Exeter,  where  he  died ; he  was  buried  in  the  family 
plot  on  the  farm.  He  married  (first)  Ruth  Jenkins, 
who  died  in  Exeter,  the  mother  of  George,  Peleg 
B.,  Hazard,  Amy  and  Ruth.  Mr.  Sherman  sub- 
sequently married  (second)  Hannah  Gardner  and 
(third)  Betsey  Chaplin.  There  were  no  children 
by  either  the  second  or  the  third  marriages. 

(VII)  Peleg  Brown  Sherman,  son  of  Hazard, 
was  born  in  Exeter,  R.  L,  and  there  grew  up,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  a farm.  When  he  started 
out  for  himself  he  removed  in  1828  to  the  town 
of  Cranston,  where  he  rented  a farm,  and  in  1832, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  he  came  to  Valley  Falls. 
Remaining  there  until  April  3,  1837,  he  moved  to 
Lonsdale,  and  here  began  the  grocery  business,  a 
line  in  which  he  won  no  little  success.  He  was 
also  postmaster  at  Lonsdale  for  some  time.  He 
died  Feb.  9,  1848,  at  Pawtucket,  his  death  being 
caused  by  his  being  thrown  from  a sleigh,  and  he 
was  survived  by  his  wife  and  a large  family.  He 
was  buried  in  the  North  burying-ground.  Provi- 
dence. For  years  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Demo- 
crat, and  later  a Whig. 

Mr.  Sherman  married,  June  i,  1817,  Elcy  Daw- 
ley,  daughter  of  Shebney  and  Mary  (Sherman) 
Dawley,  who  died  April  2,  1858,  and  was  buried 
beside  her  husband.  She,  too,  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Fourteen  children  blessed 
their  union,  namely:  Harriet,  born  Feb.  23,  1818, 
married  Peleg  Arnold  Sanford,  a contractor  and 
builder,  and  they  are  now  residing  in  Providence. 
Mary,  born  Dec.  31,  1819,  married  Nelson  A.  Bur- 
lingame, and  died  Feb.  17,  1866.  Hazard,  born 
Jan.  14,  1821,  married  Susan  B.  Follett,  and 
died  Dec.  27,  1884.  Susan,  born  April  14,  1822, 
died  July  19,  1899.  Peleg  was  born  Sept.  8,  1824. 
Martha,  born  July  9,  1827,  died  Nov.  7,  1890. 
Ruth,  twin  to  Martha,  married  William  R.  Esten, 
a machinist,  and  died  May  13,  1883.  George,  born 
Feb.  6,  1829,  who  died  Dec.  18,  1890,  married 
Laura  Eaton.  Robert,  born  May  26,  1830,  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  died  Nov.  23,  1865.  Alfred 
is  mentioned  further  on.  Elsie,  born  Nov.  7,  1833, 
died  unmarried  Jan.  27,  1903.  Sarah,  born  Oct. 
27,  1837,  died  Nov.  23,  1840.  Hannah,  born  Sept. 
21,  1839,  died  unmarried  Nov.  12,  1870.  Emily  R., 
born  May  ii,  1843,  died  unmarried  April  16,  1875. 
George  and  Hazard  Sherman  were  Knight  Templar 
Masons. 

(VHI)  Alfred  Sherman,  son  of  Peleg  Brown 
Sherman,  was  born  July  15,  1832,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  at  Lonsdale.  He  worked 
in  the  store  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death, 
and  then  worked  for  his  brother  for  a period,  after- 
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ward  taking  up  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed a short  while.  Returning  to  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  brothers,  he  worked  for 
them  for  some  time,  and  hnally  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  in  the  same  location.  He  continued  thus 
for  a number  of  years,  and  then  leased  the  store, 
later  selling  it  to  the  Lonsdale  Company  and  re- 
tiring. He  bought  the  \\'eeden  farm,  in  the  town 
of  Lincoln,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  iMarch  15,  1888;  he  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  North  burying-ground.  Providence.  Air. 
Sherman  was  a man  noted  for  his  strict  honesty 
and  integrity,  and  he  was  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  kuiew  him.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican, and  for  some  time  he  served  as  assessor. 
He  was  made  a Alason  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  A. 
F.  & A.  Ai.,  at  Pawtucket,  in  1868,  and  became  a 
charter  member  of  Unity  Lodge,  No.  34,  at  Lons- 
dale. He  was  also  a member  of  Pawtucket  Chap- 
ter, Pawtucket  Council,  and  Holy  Sepulchre  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar. 

On  Oct.  29,  1854,  Alfred  Sherman  was  married 
to  Hannah  T.  Clarke,  born  in  Exeter,  R.  1.,  April 
25,  1837,  daughter  of  Samuel  Cross  and  Abby  Pot- 
ter (Robinson)  Clarke.  She  now  resides  with  her 
son  in  the  old  home,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  town,  and  its  beautiful  surroundings  bespeak 
the  artistic  taste  of  the  owners. 

(IX)  Alfred  Everett  Sherm-vx,  only  son  of 
Alfred  and  Hannah  T.  (Clarke)  Sherman,  was 
born  at  Lonsdale,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  Dec. 
2,  i860.  He  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Lonsdale  and  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  at  Providence.  Erom  early  boyhood  he 
worked  in  the  store  with  his  father  as  a clerk,  and 
later  conducted  the  business  himself  until  i8yi, 
when  he  became  an  employee  of  the  Lonsdale  Com- 
pany in  a clerical  position.  In  1902  he  was  made 
paymaster  for  the  company,  which  responsible  po- 
sition he  has  filled  for  the  past  five  years.  In  his 
political  principles  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
be  served  in  the  position  of  treasurer  of  Lincoln  for 
seven  years.  He  is  a member  of  Unity  Lodge,  No. 
34,  A.  ]'.  & A.  AL,  at  Lonsdale;  Pawtucket  Chap- 
ter; Pawtucket  Council,  and  Holy  Sepulchre  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar. 

.\t  the  Clark  homestead  Air.  Sherman  married 
. Annie  Clark,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Samuel 
Clark,  who  was  general  treasurer  of  State  for  many 
years.  Airs.  Sherman  is  a cultured  woman,  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Cl.xrke.  The  Clarke  family  to  which  Airs. 
Hannah  T.  (Clarke)  Sherman  l)elongs  is  an  old 
one  in  Washington  county,  R.  I.  Elias  Clarke, 
grandfather  of  Airs.  Sherman,  was  a native  of 
South  Kingstown,  where  he  was  a land  owner  and 
farmer.  He  married  Ruth  Cross,  and  she  died  on 
their  farm.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Clarke  ceme- 
tery at  Richmond,  d'heir  children  were  : Thomas, 
James  and  Samuel  Cross. 

Samuel  Cross  Clarke  was  born  Eeb.  19,  1798,  at 


Narragansett,  in  the  town  of  South  Kingstown, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Abby 
Potter  Robinson,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Hannah 
(Sands)  Robinson.  In  1847  Clarke  brought 
his  family  to  Lonsdale,  where  he  followed  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  the  employ  of  the  Lonsdale  Com- 
pany, manufacturing  boxes.  He  died  in  1878,  and 
was  buried  in  the  North  burying-ground  in  Provi- 
dence. In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  but  later  be- 
came a Republican.  He  attended  the  Friends 
Aleeting,  and  was  an  upright  Christian  gentleman. 
His  wife,  who  bore  him  seven  children,  died  in 
1847.  Their  children  were ; Elias,  who  died  in 
Hartford,  Conn.;  Alary,  who  married  Alexander 
C.  Sherman ; Susan,  who  married  Thomas  B. 
Tucker ; Hannah  T.,  widow  of  Alfred  Sherman ; 
William  E.,  who  died  in  Brockton,  Alass. ; and 
John  and  Charles,  twins,  both  deceased. 

(A  111)  Peleg  Sherman,  only  living  son  of 
Peleg  Brown  Sherman,  is  a native  of  Exeter,  R.  I., 
born  Sept.  8,  1824.  He  came  to  Lonsdale  with  his 
parents  and  attended  school  both  there  and  in  \H1- 
ley  Ealls.  He  wmrked  in  the  mills  of  the  Lonsdale 
Company  for  some  time,  and  later  went  into  his 
father's  store.  After  the  latter's  death,  in  company 
with  his  brothers.  Hazard  and  George,  he  carried 
on  the  business,  which  continued  for  some  years 
and  was  then  sold  out  to  his  brother  Alfred.  Air. 
Peleg  Sherman  has  since  then  lived  retired  at  his 
home  in  Lonsdale,  where  he  has  a fine  residence. 
He  is  cared  for  in  his  declining  years  by  his  de- 
voted niece.  Airs.  Elsie  B.  Sheldon.  In  politics 
Air.  Sherman  was  formerly  an  independent  Dem- 
ocrat and  is  now  a Republican.  He  has  ever  lived 
a strictly  temperate  life. 

BENJAAHN  h'RANKLlN  HARRIS,  one  of 
Lincoln's  venerable  citizens,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  Lime  Rock,  is  a native  of  the  town  of 
Smithfield,  born  on  the  Harris  homestead  Jan.  27, 
1829.  He  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  a full  history  of  whidi 
is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Herewith 
is  given  only  a brief  outline. 

Thomas  Harris,  with  his  brother,  William,  came 
with  Roger  Williams  in  1630,  in  the  ship  "Lion,” 
from  Bristol.  England,  to  Boston,  Alass.,  and  was 
one  of  the  thirteen  signers  of  the  Providence  Com- 
pact in  1637;  he  was  one  of  the  thirty-nine  signers 
of  an  agreement  for  a form  of  government  in  1640. 
He  (lied  in  1686.  His  son.  also  named  Thomas, 
was  married  Nov.  3,  1664.  to  Elnathan  Tew,  born 
Oct.  15,  1644.  daughter  of  Richard  and  Alary 
(Clark)  Tew.  He  died  Feb.  27,  1711,  and  his 
widow  in  the  same  year.  Richard  Harris,  son  of 
Thomas  (2),  was  born  Nov.  14.  1668.  and  died 
.Aug.  18.  1750.  Jonathan  Harris,  son  of  Richard, 
made  his  home  in  Providence,  and  his  son,  Robert, 
in  Smithfield.  Robert  Harris'  farm  was  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  town,  and  there  he  died,  being  buried 
in  tbe  familv  lot.  He  held  a few  minor  town  offices. 
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He  married  Phebe  Jencks,  who  survived  him  and 
died  in  1833,  and  was  buried  beside  her  husband. 
Their  children  were ; Amy,  who  married  Thomas 
Angell,  a farmer. of  Smithfield ; William,  who  was 
also  a farmer  of  Smithfield;  Sarah  (or  Sally), 
/-'who  married  Stephen  Steere,  who  was  a farmer 
near  Stillwater ; Phebe,  who  married  Caleb  Far- 
num,  a farmer  at  Georgiaville ; Jencks,  a farmer, 
blacksmith  and  wheelwright,  who  resided  in  Smith- 
field  ; Robert ; Thomas,  who  was  a skilled  mechanic, 
residing  at  Georgiaville ; and  Ethan,  a farmer  of 
Smithfield. 

Robert  Harris  was  born  Alarch  21,  1797,  in 
Smithfield,  and  was  brought  up  to  farm  work,  also 
in  early  life  following  the  trade  of  cooper.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a farm  near  by,  which 
he  had  purchased,  and  there  resided  until  1858, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  the  farm  now  oc- 
/cupied  by  Elisha  S.  Harris,  then  owned  and  occm 
/ pied  by  Elisha  Steere,  where  he  continued  the  rest 
of  his  life  and  died  Oct.  25,  1888.  He  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  private  yard  on  the  place.  He  was  a 
hardworking  man  all  of  his  life,  and  was  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  was  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  before  the  division  of  the  town  served 
for  years  as  a member  of  the  town  council,  also 
representing  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly  and 
Senate. 

On  Sept.  14,  1820,  he  was  married  to  Martha 
Smith,  born  May  15,  1796,  in  Smithfield,  daughter 
of  Junia  and  Martha  Smith,  and  she  died  June  15, 
1880,  the  mother  of  the  following  named  children : 
Raymond  Perry,  born  June  28,  1822,  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1850,  remained  there  until  1870,  and  died 
in  Smithfield  Feb.  27,  1875,  unmarried;  Elizabeth 
Smith,  born  Jan.  16,  1824,  was  married  Nov.  18, 
1851,  to  Stephen  R.  Olney  (now  deceased),  and 
resides  at  North  P 'ovidence ; Benjamin  Eranklin, 
born  Jan.  27,  1829,  is  mentioned  further  on ; Elisha 
Smith,  born  July  13,  1833,  married  Dec.  27,  1859, 
Martba  Phetteplace,  is  a farmer  and  resides  near 
Stillwater. 

Benjamin  Eranklin  Harris  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Smithfield  and  Jencks  Mowry’s  select 
school  in  the  town  of  Warwick.  He  re- 
mained on  the  farm  with  his  parents  until 
of  age,  and  then  started  out  to  work  for 
himself,  finding  employment  with  Silas  Smith, 
/ of  Smithfield,  and  later  with  David  Aldrich. 
He  then  removed  to  the  home  of  Simon  Newell 
(who  afterward  became  his  father-in-law') , and 
continued  with  him  until  his  death,  when  he  be- 
came the  possessor  of  the  farm,  a tract  of  no 
acres,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  the  death 
of  his  wife.  He  made  many  improvements  on  the 
place,  and  later  added  ninety  acres,  but  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  he  gave  up  active  work,  and  since 
that  time  has  lived  retired,  making  his  home  for 
the  past  eighteen  years  at  the  residence  of  Patrick 
Whalen  and  his  daughter.  Miss  Lizzie,  where  he  is 
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happy  and  contented  and  where  he  receives  afifec- 
tionate  care.  He  is  a man  of  very  genial  disposi- 
tion and  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  lived  so  long.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  served  two  terms  in 
the  town  council  of  Lincoln. 

On  Jan.  5,  1854,  i\Ir.  Harris  was  married  to 
Abby  Hawkins  Newell,  who  was  born  in  Smith- 
field,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Rachel  (Sayles) 
Newell,  and  died  Oct.  15,  1886,  after  twenty-four 
hours’  sickness.  She  was  buried  in  the  family 
cemetery.  She  was  a faithful  wife  and  true  Chris- 
tian woman,  and  is  remembered  for  her  many  acts 
of  kindness  and  charity. 

RAZEE.  The  Razee  family  of  the  town  of 
Cumberland,  of  which  the  late  Albert  O.  Razee  was 
a descendant,  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  that  section  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  first  of  the  name  in  this  section 
was  Joseph  Razee,  who  bought  tracts  of  land 
among  the  Diamond  Hill  Plains.  His  son,  Joseph, 
was  also  a resident  of  Cumberland  and  a large  land- 
owner  and  farmer. 

Benjamin  Razee,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  was  born 
in  Cumberland,  and  there  married  Elizabeth.  From 
the  Cumberland  records  we  find  that  they  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Joseph,  born  Dec.  ii,  1746,  who 
died  Dec.  8,  1816;  Isaac,  born  Aug.  14,  1748,  who 
died  Dec.  8,  1825;  Elizabeth,  born  April  3,  1750, 
who  died  Aug.  28,  1829;  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  25, 
1752;  and  Anthony. 

Anthony  Razee,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
July  31,  1754,  in  Cumberland,  and  there  made  his 
home  throughout  life.  He  was  a farmer  and  land 
owner,  and  died  on  his  farm  Sept.  29,  1829.  He 
married  April  12,  1790,  Sarah  Pickering,  born  in 
Bellingham,  iMass.,  about  1759,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Pickering,  and  she  lived  to  the  remarkable  age 
of  nearly  ninety-five  years,  dying  April  13,  1853. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  Razee  were  the  parents  of 
these  children:  Whipple,  born  Nov.  9,  1790,  who 
died  May  i,  1850;  Olney,  born  June  5,  1792,  who 
died  May  2,  1822;  William,  born  July  14,  1795; 
Sally,  born  in  1797,  who  married  Joseph  Jacobs, 
and  died  March  ii,  1869;  and  Benjamin,  born  Aug. 
4,  1801. 

Benjamin  Razee,  son  of  Anthony,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  took  up  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  life 
work,  and. spent  his  entire  life  in  this  section,  being 
located  on  the  homestead  of  his  father,  where  he 
died  Sept.  28,  1884,  aged  eighty-three  years.  In 
politics  Benjamin  Razee  was  a Democrat.  He  mar- 
ried Adeline  Eollett  April  16,  1827.  Mrs.  Razee 
was  born  in  1809,  and  died  April  9,  1859.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Razee:  Ann  E.,  born  Dec.  16,  1829,  married  Lib- 
erty W.  Jencks,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1897;  Benjamin 
Allen,  born  April  7,  1832,  lived  in  North  Attle- 
boro, iMass.,  where  he  died  March  21,  1906:  Ruth 
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F..  born  Aug.  28,  1834.  died  Sept.  13.  1858;  Al- 
bert O.,  born  Jan.  8,  1836,  died  Oct.  2.  1903;  Isaac 
Everett,  born  Dec.  26.  1837,  died  June  9,  1899; 
Mary  Anna  L.,  born  Sept.  8,  1840,  died  Dec.  13, 
1906;  Lois  E.,  born  iMarch  2.  1843.  married  Silas 
Flolmes,  of  Cumberland ; George  Dallis,  born  Nov. 
7,  1844,  is  a farmer  of  Cumberland.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Razee  were  buried  in  Diamond  Hill  cemetery. 

Albert  O.  R.\zee  was  born  on  the  Razee  home- 
stead, Jan.  8,  1836,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  at 
which  he  worked  for  several  years  with  Lyman 
Burlingame,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  after 
which  he  took  up  farming  on  a place  on  Diamond 
Hill,  and  he  continued  at  this  occupation  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  owning  and  operating  several 
farms.  He  died  at  his  home  Oct.  2,  1903,  from  tlie 
effects  of  cancer,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
the  Arnold  Mills  cemetery.  He  was  a Republican 
in  politics,  but  was  never  an  office  seeker.  Tem- 
perate and  domestic  in  his  habits,  an  honest  and 
upright  citizen,  and  a true  friend  and  good  neigh- 
bor, Albert  O.  Razee  was  respected  by  the  whole 
community. 

Mr.  Razee  was  married  Sept.  29,  1857,  by  Rev. 
D.  I).  Sanford,  to  Lucina  Wilkinson,  born  in 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Vienna  (Sheldon)  Wilkinson,  granddaughter  of 
Israel  and  Silence  (Ballou)  Wilkinson,  and  grand- 
daughter of  David  and  \4enna  Sheldon.  Mrs. 
Razee  is  still  living  on  the  homestead.  Children 
as  follows  were  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Razee: 
Frank  A.,  born  Feb.  9,  i860;  iMinnie  Adeline,  who 
married  Henry  C.  French  and  resides  in  New  York 
State;  Benjamin  James,  a jeweler,  who  resides  in 
Attleboro,  Mass. ; \4enna  Avery,  who  married  Is- 
rael Carter,  of  Cumberland ; Alice  W.,  who  was 
educated  in  the  State  normal  school  and  was  a 
teacher,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  A.  Buck  ; and  Bes- 
sie B.,  at  home. 

I'k.\.\k  a.  R.\zee,  son  of  the  late  Albert  O. 
Razee,  wasdtorn  at  Arnold  Mills  Feb.  9.  i860,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Cumber- 
land, and  Dean’s  Academy,  at  Franklin,  iMass.  He 
first  worked  at  home  with  his  parents  and  later  in 
the  jewelry  shops  at  Attleboro.  iMass.  In  1883  he 
enlisted,  becoming  a ])rivate  in  the  L'nited  States 
service.  Light  Battery.  4th  Artillery,  and  served 
for  five  years,  after  which  he  located  in  Central 
I'alls,  becoming  a member  of  the  jiaid  fire  depart- 
ment, and  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  1S89, 
when  he  resigned  to  return  to  the  jewelry  shops. 
In  1890  he  went  to  California  and  again  enlisted  in 
Jhe  country’s  service,  as  a member  of  Light  Bat- 
terv  D.  5th  Artillery,  continuing  therein  until  Jan. 
25.  T906.  when  his  term  of  enlistment  ex])ired. 
liuring  the  Spanish-American  war  he  served  in 
Comiiany  B,  U.  S.  Infantry.  After  his  discharge 
for  this  service  he  returned  home,  but  again  en- 
listed, and  is  now  a member  of  the  77th  Light  In- 
fantry, located  at  Pensacola,  Florida. 


SMITH  (Woonsocket  family).  At  Woon- 
socket and  vicinity  through  much  of  the  past  one 
hundred  years  there  have  resided  several  genera- 
tions of  Smiths,  a family  descended  from  one  John 
Smith,  designated  as  John  Smith,  the  miller.  Ban- 
ished from  Massachusetts  territory  in  1635,  as  was 
Roger  \\411iams,  the  two.  Smith  and  Williams, 
were  companions  in  the  founding  of  the  Providence 
Plantations,  going  thither  together.  The  especial 
Woonsocket  family  referred  to  is  that  at  the  head 
of  which  was  the  late  Hon.  Albert  A.  Smith,  a vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  perhaps  the  most  scientific 
and  successful  agriculturist  of  his  locality,  a legisla- 
tor, and  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  useful  citi- 
zens of  his  town. 

(I)  John  Smith,  known  as  “John  the  miller." 
was  born  in  England  in  1595,  and  came  to  Provi- 
dence with  Roger  Williams.  Previous  to  this  he 
was  at  Dorchester.  He  operated  a gristmill,  on  the 
Mashausick  river,  and  was  a man  of  importance 
in  his  community,  serving  in  1641  as  town  clerk. 
Pie  died  in  1648,  and  Alice,  his  wife,  in  1650.  Two 
children  were  born  to  him,  John  and  Elizabeth. 

(H)  John  Smith  (2),  son  of  John,  was  also  a 
miller.  He  served  as  town  clerk  of  Providence 
from  1672  to  1676.  He  married  Sarah  Whipple. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Smith,  son  of  John  (2),  mar- 
ried in  1693  Mercy  Angell,  and  (second)  in  1730 
Mercy  Waterman. 

(IV)  John  Smith,  born  Dec.  8,  1694,  married 
May  8,  1718,  Alartha  Mowry. 

(V)  Rufus  Smith,  born  IMay  ii,  1730,  mar- 
ried, Nov.  12,  1751,  Mercy  Taft. 

(VI)  Paul  Smith,  born  Oct.  30,  1773.  married 
July  7,  1797,  Prudence  Jillson,  born  March  17. 
1775,  a descendant,  through  Nathaniel,  LTiah  and 
Uriah  Jillson.  of  James  Cillson.  The  latter  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Rehoboth,  IMass., 
drawing  a lot  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Attle- 
boro. but  then,  in  1668,  Rehoboth.  The  children 
born  to  Paul  and  Prudence  were:  Benjamin,  John, 
Persis,  Clark  and  Amey.  This  family  resided  in 
Burrillville  and  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island. 

(VII)  Clark  Smith,  son  of  Paul  and  Prudence 

(Jillson).  Smith,  born  Oct.  26.  1804,  married 

Philenia,  born  March  23,  t8io,  daughter  of  Silas 
Clark,  of  the  vicinity  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  He  died 
Eel).  24.  1845,  aged  forty-one,  and  his  wife  died 
Aug.  12,  1868.  Their  children  were:  Silas,  who 
died  aged  twenty-one;  Rebecca  M.,  widow  of  John 
IM.  Hoag;  Virgil  Clarendon,  who  died  aged  thirty- 
two  (he  graduated  from  Brown  University  in 
1859,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a teacher  in 
Washington  LTniversity,  St.  Louis,  Mo.)  ; and  Al- 
bert A. 

(VHT)  Albert  A.  Smith,  son  of  Clark  and 
Philenia  (Clark)  Smith,  was  born  Dec.  17,  1834, 
in  the  old  Clark  bomestead,  in  the  house  built  by 
bis  grandfather,  Silas  Clark,  in  East  Woonsocket,  a 
hundred  or  more  years  ago,  and  this  was  his  home 
when  called  to  his  reward.  When  at  the  early  age 
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of  thirteen  years  circumstances  left  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  to  him,  but  resolute  and  undaunted 
he  accepted  the  situation  and  rose  equal  to  the  oc- 
casion. Hard  work  and  the  pure  country  air  con- 
spired to  develop  him  early  physically,  while  early 
responsibility  developed  him  intellectually  as  well, 
so  that  he  soon  began  farming  intelligently  and 
scientifically,  and  became  one  of  the  most  scientific 
agriculturists  of  his  region  of  country.  His  success 
as  a farmer  was  marked.  He  was  one  of  the  com- 
paratively few  who  thought  that  farming  pays  if 
conducted  on  the  right  lines.  Mr.  Smith  proved 
that  farming  so  conducted  does  pay. 

In  the  early  period  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Smith 
was  one  of  the  youths  of  the  land  who  responded 
to  their  country’s  call  and  went  to  her  defense,  be- 
coming a private  in  Company  D,  ist  Rhode  Island 
Cavalry,  his  captain  being  the  present  member  of 
Congress  from  that  district,  the  Hon.  Adin  B.  Cap- 
ron.  On  March  31,  1864,  owing  to  disability  in- 
curred in  the  service,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
\'eteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  was  stationed  at  the 
national  capital.  During  his  active  service  with  his 
command  Mr.  Smith  saw  hard  and  honorable  serv- 
ice. participated  in  Stuart’s  raid  around  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  which  was  one  of  the  trying  pe- 
riods of  the  war,  and  shared  the  fate  of  his  com- 
pany and  regiment  in  the  various  campaigns  and 
engagements.  He  was  finally  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  Aug.  5,  1865. 

Returning  after  the  war  to  his  home  iii  Woon- 
socket, Mr.  Smith  again  took  up  farming,  his  earlier 
vocation,  and  through  the  study  he  gave  it,  and  the 
careful  management  of  his  affairs,  became  well- 
to-do.  As  the  years  sped  on  he  kept  pace  with  the 
various  duties  of  citizenship,  and  served  his  com- 
munity well  and  intelligently  in  various  spheres. 
He  was  thrice  chosen  to  represent  his  community 
in  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly,  elected  first  as  a 
Republican,  in  1873,  and  later  as  a Democrat,  for 
the  years  1877,  1878,  1879  and  1880.  He,  too,  for 
a number  of  years  was  a member  of  the  Woon- 
socket school  committee,  and  for  a time  its  chair- 
man. Mr.  Smith  became  a Freemason  in  1857, 
uniting  with  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  x\.  F. 
& A.  M.,  at  Woonsocket.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  Woonsocket. 
He  was  a member  of  Smith  Post,  No.  g,  G.  xA..  R. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  Border  Grange,  Pa- 
trons of  Husbandry,  and  in  it  filled  the.  positions 
of  lecturer,  chaplain,  secretarv  and  master.  For 
the  years  igoi  and  1902  he  was  master  of  the  State 
organization  of  that  order.  Mr.  Smith  attended 
the  national  convention  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry held  at  Lewiston,  Maine,  in  1901,  and  also 
the  one  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  in  November,  1902. 
His  death  occurred  July  19,  1905,  and  he  was  buried 
in  the  Cook  cemetery. 

On  May  25,  1853,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Eveline  M.  Sherman,  and  their  long  and  happy  life 


1875 

was  passed  in  the  old  home  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going,  in  which  his  widow  still  resides.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Walter  E.,  a farmer  of  East  Woonsocket,  married 
Virginia  Grimes;  Edna  P.  is  the  wife  of  Edgar 
F.  Crooks,  and  has  one  son,  Walter  Clifton,  who 
married  xTlice  Freeman;  Georgianna  is  principal 
of  the  George  street  public  school,  at  Woonsocket ; 
Edith  M.  is  at  home. 

THOMx\S  BRIDEN,  a well-known  retired  en- 
gineer of  Pawtucket  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
License  Commissioners,  is  a man  of  sterling  hon- 
esty and  upright  character.  He  is  a native  of  Eng- 
land, born  April  15,  1848,  at  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Lancashire. 

Samuel  Briden,  father  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
the  same  town  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  be- 
coming an  operator  in  a mill,  where  he  was  a 
mule-spinner.  He  married  Hannah  Pollett,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children:  John, 
who  died  in  Central  Falls;  Walter,  who  lives  in 
Central  Falls;  Samuel,  who  resides  at  New  Bed- 
ford ; Robert,  who  makes  his  home  at  Centredale, 
North  Providence;  Thomas;  and  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Adam  Herdis,  and  lives  in  North  Providence. 
With  his  wife  and  children  Samuel  Briden,  in  1854, 
left  his  native  land  for  America,  sailing  from  Liv- 
erpool on  the  “xAdriatic,”  and  after  a voyage  of  six 
weeks  landed  in  New  York.  Coming  to  Rhode  Is- 
land Mr.  Briden  found  employment  in  the  Lons- 
dale Mills,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  mule- 
spinner  for  eight  years,  after  that  moving  to  Cen- 
tral Falls,  where  he  passed  his  remaining  days  in 
retirement.  He  died  Jan.  20,  1881,  at  the  age  at 
seventy  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Moshassuck 
cemetery.  In  his  native  country  he  and  his  fam- 
ily were  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
in  their  new  home  they  attended  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Briden  died  July  25,  1885,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband.  They  were  hon- 
est, hard-working  people,  who  endeavored  to  do 
their  full  duty,  and  who  reared  their  children  to 
honorable  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Thomas  Briden  was  but  six  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  the  New  World.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  Lonsdale,  and  was 
still  quite  young  when  he  began  to  work  in  the 
mills,  finding  employment  in  the  twisting  room  of 
the  Stafford  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he 
remained  a couple  of  3^ears.  He  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  J.  S.  White  Company,  where  he 
learned  the  molder’s  trade,  and  he  continued  to 
work  as  a journeyman  for  a period  of  ten  years, 
after  which  he  became  engineer  in  the  manufac- 
turing plant  of  Collins  Brothers,  and  for  thirty 
years  efficiently  filled  that  responsible  position.  In 
1904  he  retired  from  active  work,  and  is  now  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  former  years  of  toil.  He  built 
his  present  home  on  North  Main  street  in  1902. 
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Mr.  Briden  has  always  been  interested  in  public 
affairs.  In  1903  he  was  elected,  by  the  city  council 
and  board  of  aldermen  of  Pawtucket,  a member  of 
the  Board  of  License  Commissioners,  and  in  1904 
he  was  elected  by  that  body  as  its  chairman,  wdiich 
office  he  tills  with  dignity  and  honor.  In  political 
faith  he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  two  years.  His  social 
connections  are  with  Good  Samaritan  Lodge,  No. 
8,  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  attends  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Central  Falls. 

On  Nov.  26,  1868,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Mr. 
Briden  was  married  to  Louisa  Collins,  born  at 
Ashton-under-Lyiie,  Lancashire,  England,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Wright  and  Selina  (Hibbert)  Col- 
lins, full  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere.  Mrs. 
Briden  has  proved  a true  wife  and  mother  and  is 
devoted  to  her  home.  She,  too,  is  a member  of 
the  Central  Falls  Congregational  Church.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briden, 
namely:  William  Earl  and  Chester  Hibbert. 

William  Earl  Briden  was  born  Sept,  ii, 
1869,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Pawtucket,  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  Providence,  and  IMowry  & Goff’s  English 
and  Classical  School,  Providence.  He  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Pawtucket  for 
two  years,  and  was  alderman  for  three  years,  rep- 
resenting the  First  ward.  He  is  now  serving  as  in- 
spector of  sewers.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Carrie  Augusta  King,  have  been 
born  three  children,  iMildred  Louise,  Raymond  K. 
and  Earl. 

Chester  Hibbert  Briden,  born  July  30,  1879, 
received  his  education  in  the  local  school  and  Paw- 
tucket high  school,  and  after  graduating  from  the 
latter  entered  Brown  University.  On  account  of 
failing  health  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  studies, 
and  he  then  went  to  Chadwick,  N.  Y.,  and  began 
to  learn  the  bleaching  business  with  the  Willow- 
vale  Bleaching  Compay,  but  again  his  health  failed 
and  he  was  obliged  to  seek  another  climate.  He 
went  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. He  married  Helen  A.  Stickney. 

JOSEPH  MAYER  (deceased).  In  the  death  of 
Jose])h  Mayer,  which  occurred  at  his  late  residence 
in  Newport,  Jan.  22,  189C,  that  city  lost  one  of  its 
most  enterprising  and  progressive,  as  well  as  suc- 
cessful, citizens,  a man  of  large  and  broad-gauge 
ideas,  conspicuous  for  the  ])luck  and  independence 
displayed  in  all  his  undertakings.  i\Ir.  Mayer  was 
born  March  18,  1854,  in  Hamhnrg,  Germany,  the 
son  of  Marcus  Mayer. 

Marcus  iMaycr  brought  his  family  from  Ger- 
many to  America  and  settled  in  New  York,  where 
he  died  in  middle  life,  when  his  son  Joseph  was 
a mere  lad.  .After  the  death  of  his  father,  Joseph 
A I aver  continued  to  live  in  New  York  with  his 


mother  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  came  to  Newport,  and  in  the  latter  city  became 
apprenticed  to  the  painter’s  trade,  under  the  late 
William  Hayman.  He  continued  to  follow  his  trade 
as  a journeyman  until  1883,  but  being  of  an  am- 
bitious nature,  and  possessing  a goodly  amount  of 
self-reliance  and  determination,  he  in  the  latter 
year  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
contractor,  his  business  being  carried  on  on  Spring 
street.  In  time  he  developed  an  extensive  and 
prosperous  trade.  Mr.  Mayer  was  more  than  am- 
bitious, and  for  one  of  his  means  reached  out  far 
beyond  the  point  more  conservative  business  men. 
would  have  deemed  safe  or  wise,  but  his  judg- 
ment proved  to  he  of  the  substantial  kind.  He 
became  a large  contractor  for  work  on  the  beauti- 
ful summer  residences  of  Newport,  and  attracted 
widespread  attention  by  the  erection  of  a com- 
modious and  substantial  five-story  brick  apartment 
house  on  Spring  street,  containing  a large  store 
room  on  the  first  floor,  the  first  and  practically  the 
only  apartment  house  ever  built  in  Newport.  It 
was  nearly  completed  at  the  time  of  his  untimely 
death,  which  occurred  in  the  ^zenith  of  his  success- 
ful career.  This  Iniilding  has  since  been  completed' 
and  has  proved  a profitable  investment.  As  a busi- 
ness man  Mr.  Mayer  was  energetic  and  farseeing,. 
as  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  carried  a heavy 
life  insurance.  His  establishment  was  one  of  the- 
finest  and  most  commodious  in  the  city,  and  he 
gave  employment  to  a large  force  of  men. 

Mr.  Mayer  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  be- 
litical  belief,  but  never  cared  for  nor  sought  po- 
litical office,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  thriving  business.  He  was  a member 
of  Coronet  Council.  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum.  Al- 
though not  a member  of  church  he  attended  St. 
John’s  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  liberal  in  hi.s- 
support. 

On  Aug.  I,  1877,  Mr.  Mayer  was  united  in- 
marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Vickers,  daughter  of 
William  and  jMary  ( Higginbottom)  Vickers,  of 
Newport,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  children 
as  follows : Edith  V.  married  Harry  F.  Stone,  of 
East  Mansfield,  IMass.,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Dorothy  Blair  and  Joseph  Mayer  Stone;  Perry  H.,. 
who  is  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  navy, 
married  Blanche  Gardner,  of  Newport ; Mabel  K. 
married  Henry  I.  Vayro,  of  Newport,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Edith  Irving  Vayro;  Bertha  G. ■ 
married  Matthew  Kempkes,  of  Pella,  Iowa,  now 
residing  in  Japan  ; Annie  M.  is  at  home ; Arthur 
L. ; Frederick  C. ; Joseph,  Jr.,  died  in  infancy;  and 
Florence  J. 

Mr.  Mayer  possessed  a personality  affable  and 
cordial,  and  as  a consequence  won  for  himself 
many  friends  and  held  in  a high  degree  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  his  death- 
Newjiort  lost  a good  citizen,  and  his  family  a kind-- 
hearted  husband  and  an  affectionate  father. 
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CHARLES  POTTER,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  and  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Glocester,  residing  at  Chepachet,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  a mercantile  business,  is  a son  of  the  late 
Dr.  Albert  Potter,  and  a descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Robert  Potter,  the  ancestor  of 
this  branch  of  the  family  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Potter  are  of  historic 
New  England  stock,  and  consist  of  those  who  were 
identified  also  with  the  leading  families  of  Rhode 
Island.  Through  the  Watermans  he  is  descended 
from  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  John  Whip- 
ple, Capt.  Arthur  Tenner,  who  was  ensign  in  a 
troop  of  horse  in  Cromwell’s  army,  John  Smith  the 
miller,  Richard  Borden,  and  others.  Through  the 
Winsors  he  is  descended  from  Roger  Williams, 
Robert  Pemberton,  Stephen  Harding  and  others. 
He  is  also  a descendant  from  Roger  Burlingame, 
Edward  Eisher  and  the  Howards.  The  Potter 
lineage  is  as  follows,  the  generations  following 
in  order. 

(I)  Robert  Potter. 

(II)  John  Potter,  son  of  Robert,  married  (first) 
Ruth  Fisher,  and  (second)  Sarah  Collins. 

(HI)  John  Potter  (2)  son  of  John,  married 
Jane  Burlingame. 

(IV)  Fisher  Potter,  son  of  John  (2),  married 
Mary  Winsor,  a great-granddaughter  of  Roger 
W’illiams. 

(V)  John  Potter  (3),  son  of  Fisher,  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  married  Wait  Water- 
man. 

(VH)  Waterman  Potter,  son  of  John  (3)  and 
grandfather  of  - Charles  Potter,  was  born  in  Scit- 
uate,  R.  I.,  March  18,  1782,  and  was  an  agricul- 
turist all  his  life.  About  1815  he  removed  to  Stur- 
bridge.  Mass.,  and  died  there  May  20,  1852.  He 
married  (first)  Oct.  13,  1813,  Clarissa  Wolcott, 
born  in  1793,  and  died  in  1823,  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Eliza  Wolcott,  and  their  children  were ; Wil- 
liam A.,  born  Oct.  2,  1814,  died  July  29,  1826; 
John  Waterman,  born  June  13,  1816,  died  iMarch 
3,  1818;  Elizabeth  W.,  born  June  28,  1818,  married 
James  A.  Harris,  and  died  Nov.  7,  1880,  and  she 
was  the  mother  of  Dr.  George  A.  Harris,  of  Che- 
pachet; Henry  Wolcott,  born  Feb.  17,  1820,  died 
July  5,  1842;  and  Edward  W.,  born  April  25, 

1823,  married  Malora  Walker,  and  died  Sept.  19, 
1847. 

Waterman  Potter  married  (second)  iMarch  25, 

1824,  Tryphena,  daughter  of  John  Stedman,  born 
in  1788,  and  died  in  1867.  Two  cbildren  were  born 
to  this  marriage,  viz ; John  Stedman,  born  Feb. 
20,  1826,  married  (first)  Mary  L.  Cushman,  and 
(second)  Mary  L.  Carmine,  and  died  iMay  15, 
1856;  and  Albert,  born  Feb.  28,  1831. 

(VTI)  Dr.  Albert  Potter,,  tke  youngest  of  the 
above  family,  was  born  at  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  Feb. 
28,  1831,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sturbridge  and  in  IMonson  Acad- 
emy. Later  he  became  a student  at  the  University 
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of  Michigan,  and  graduated  from  the  medical 
school  of  Harvard  College  in  1855,  with  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  During  the  ensuing  year  he  practiced 
medicine  at  Scituate,  and  in  1856  he  removed  to 
Charlton,  jMass.,  where  he  continued  in  profes- 
sional work  until  i860,  when  he  located  at  Burrill- 
ville,  R.  I.  On  Oct.  10,  1861,  he  was  commissioned 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  5th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
went  with  the  Burnside  Expedition  to  North  Caro- 
lina. After  the  regiment  was  filled  up  he  was  com- 
missioned surgeon,  and  he  remained  with  the  same 
command  until  mustered  out  of  the  army  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  Dec.  22,  1864. 
In  addition  to  other  duties,  he  had  charge  of  Bel- 
ger  s Battery  and  was  examining  surgeon  for  re- 
cruits in  North  (.'arolina,  in  1864.  In  1863  he  had 
charge  of  the  boster  General  Hospital  for  some 
time. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Dr.  Potter  set- 
tled at  Chepachet,  R.  I.,  where  he  successfully  prac- 
ticed his  profession  until  his  death,  Oct.  2,  1902,  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Che- 
pachet. At  this  time  he  was  the  oldest  active  phy- 
sician in  his  section  of  the  State.  He  was  a man 
very  much  esteemed  and  widely  beloved,  holding 
the  confidence  of  his  patients  to  an  unusual  degree. 
In  his  political  faith  a Republican,  he  took  no 
part  in  politics  or  public  life  except  in  local  affairs. 
He  was  president  of  the  town  council  of  Glocester, 
1888-9,  chairman  of  the  school  committee  and  as- 
sessor of  taxes.  A fellow  of  the  R.  I.  Medical 
Society,  he  was  its  president  in  1888-9;  Dr.  Potter 
was  a jiast  master  of  Friendship  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A. 
]\I.;  surgeon  and  adjutant  of  Charles  E.  Guild 
Post,  G.  A.  R. ; was  a member  of  the  5th  Rhode 
Island  and  Battery  F Association,  and  was  ex- 
president of  that  organization.  A few  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  he  became  a member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commandery  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  was  much  interested  in 
this  body.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  and  he  assisted  in  writing 
the  history  of  the  Fifth  Regiment.  He  also  was 
the  author  of  some  genealogical  tables  and  his- 
tories, and  contributed  papers  to  the  proceedings 
of  various  societies.  On  genealogical  and  his- 
torical data  he  was  an  expert  and  was  frequently 
consulted  in  regard  to  the  same.  Dr.  Potter  was 
a close  student  of  nature  and  had  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  this  section. 

On  June  10,  1855,  Dr.  Potter  was  married  at 
Scituate,  to  Urania  Tourtellot  Harris,  of  that  town, 
daughter  of  Daniel  A.  and  iMary  (Tourtellot)  Har- 
ris. Mrs.  Potter  survived  her  husband  and  resided 
at  Chepachet  until  her  death  Oct.  16,  1906.  They 
had  two  sons,  viz. : Charles  and  Frank  H.  The 
latter  is  a resident  of  Pascoag,  town  of  Burrill- 
ville,  being  clerk  of  the  ninth  Judicial  Court  and 
connected  also  with  the  Pascoag  Herald ; he  mar- 
ried Blanche  Olney  of  Burrillville. 

(\TH)  Charles  Potter  was  born  at  Charlton, 
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Mass.,  Xov.  20,  1858,  and  was  an  infant  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Rhode  Island.  His  education 
was  secured  in  the  public  schools  of  Glocester  and 
at  Mowry  & Goff's  English  and  Classical  School 
at  Providence.  Upon  completing  his  education  he 
entered  upon  his  mercantile  career  as  clerk  in  a 
store  at  Harrisville,  where  he  remained  for  about 
two  years,  and  then  accepted  the  same  position  in 
a store  operated  by  Hon.  \\  alter  A.  Read,  now 
General  Treasurer  of  Rhode  Island,  at  Chepachet, 
remaining  in  that  capacity  until  1889,  when  he  be- 
came a partner  under  the  firm  name  of  Read  & 
Potter,  which  continued  until  19CX),  when  James  L. 
Brown  acquired  Mr.  Read’s  interest  and  the 
present  firm  of  Potter  & Brown  was  formed.  They 
conduct  a general  store,  and  have  the  leading 
business  in  this  line  in  the  place. 

^Ir.  Potter  is  a stanch  Republican  and  is  a most 
active  and  infiuential  member  of  his  party.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  by  President  Harrison,  but 
was  removed  by  President  Cleveland,  and  was  re- 
appointed by  President  INIcKinley  and  held  the 
office  until  1900,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  State  senator  which  he  has  since  held. 
Many  offices  have  been  proff'ered  him  at  various 
times  and  he  has  served  as  town  treasurer  and 
moderator,  and  in  1892  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  town  council,  since  holding  the  office  continu- 
ously, with  the  exception  of  the  years  1899-1900. 

Senator  Potter  was  married  in  1878,  at  Che- 
pachet, to  Ann  Janette  Sayles,  a native  of  that 
place,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Almira  (Pray) 
Sayles.  They  have  one  son,  Edgar  Sayles,  who 
was  born  Dec.  25,  1884,  and  who  is  a teacher  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  being  himself  a 
graduate  of  the  highest  musical  instruction  at  Bos- 
ton. He  serves  as  organist  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Chepachet. 

Senator  Potter  is  a past  master  of  Eriendship 
Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; a member  of  Burnside 
Camp,  Sons  of  \’eterans,  at  Providence ; of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  ^Massachusetts  Commandery ; and 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  eligible  for  member- 
ship in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

HERBERT  R.  EARXLUAE  Seldom  has  there 
been  found  in  any  community  an  individual  whose 
death  caused  such  widespread  sorrow,  or  one  who 
was  more  widely  missed  than  the  late  Herbert  R. 
Farnum,  of  Georgiaville.  A self-made  man,  who 
left  a comfortable  estate,  he  left  also  the  better 
legacy  of  a stainless  and  most  helpful  life. 

The  Smithfield  branch  of  the  I'arnum  family, 
which  Mr.  Earnum  represented,  spring  from  the 
E'xbridge  (IMass.)  family,  and  the  latter  from  the 
Andover-Mendon  stock.  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  was 
formerly  a part  of  Mendon.  Ralph  h'arnum 
(Farnham),  aged  thirty-two  years,  with  his  wife 
Alice,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  and  his  children, 
Mary,  aged  seven.  Thomas,  four,  and  Ralph,  two 
\ears.  came  in  the  ■'James,"  in  July.  1645.  and  set- 


tled at  Ipswich,  where  he  was  a proprietor  in  1639. 
He  removed  to  Andover,  IMass.  Either  Ralph 
Earnum,  the  immigrant  settler,  or  his  son  Ralph, 
married  Elizabeth  Holt,  through  whom  came  at 
least  some  of  the  IMendon  Farnums,  as  John  Ear- 
num, born  in  Andover,  a son  of  John  and  grand- 
son of  Ralph,  moved  from  Andover  to  IMendon  in 
1700  or  1701,  and  from  him  sprang  a numerous 
posterity. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  Rhode  Island  was 
(I)  John  I'arnum,  who  came  from  Uxbridge, 
Mass.,  about  1755,  and  settled  at  what  is  now 
Georgiaville,  where  he  purchased  of  Thomas  Owen 
his  house  and  land  and  commenced  the  business  of 
blacksmithing.  He  had  a forge  just  below  the 
present  mill  of  the  Bernon  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. The  iron  ore  was  brought  from  Cranston 
and  Cumberland  and  charcoal  was  used  for  smelt- 
ing it.  The  house  in  which  John  Farnum  resided 
is  the  one  now  occupied  by  John  E.  Whipple,  a 
descendant.  John  Earnum  was  twice  married,  and 
by  his  first  wife  he  was  the  father  of  two  sons, 
Joseph  and  Xoah.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  Smithfield,  was  Mrs.  IMartha  Comstock,  and 
she  bore  him  a son  Stephen.  John  Farnum  and 
his  sons  became  large  landholders,  and  Joseph 
Earnum  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  black- 
smithing  and  iron  business,  while  Stephen  and 
Xoah  devoted  their  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, the  home  place  of  the  latter  being  located 
about  a half  mile  north  of  the  village,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Farnum  turnpike.  Xoah  Farnum  had 
a son  Winsor,  who  erected  the  tavern  at  Georgia- 
ville and  conducted  it  for  many  years.  These  men 
were  all  Quakers  in  their  religious  belief. 

(H)  Joseph  Farnum  built  the  pike  road  from 
Centredale  to  a short  distance  beyond  the  “Yellow 
Tavern”  which  stands  on  the  four  corners  near 
Smithfield  station.  This  road  remained  in  the  po- 
session  of  the  family,  who  collected  the  tolls  and 
kept  it  in  repair  until  about  1855,  wlien  it  was  dis- 
posed of  to  the  town.  Joseph  Farnum  married 
Hannah  Congdon,  and  resided  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Earnum.  He  built  this 
house  in  1770,  before  his  marriage,  and  while  yet 
a very  young  man.  He  died  IMarch  27,  1832,  in 
his  eighty-first  year,  and  his  widow  died  Dec.  24, 
1838,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  lat- 
ter were:  Hannah,  who  married  a Mr.  Brown; 
Martha,  who  died  unmarried  ; Penelope,  who  mar- 
ried Richard  Brown ; and  two  daughters,  who  mar- 
ried and  removed  to  Vermont.  Stephen  Farnum, 
youngest  son  of  Joseph,  removed  to  Cumberland, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  farming.  He  was  the 
father  of  three  children:  a son.  who  is  deceased; 
and  two  daughters,.  Hannah,  who  became  Mrs. 
Charles  Pcckham  and  is  deceased,  and  Miss  Abbie 
I'arnum,  of  Xorth  Providence. 

(Ill)  Caleb  Earnum,  eldest  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  in  the  house  his  father  built  at  Georgiaville, 
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and  engaged  in  farming.  After  the  construction 
in  1813  of  the  mill  of  the  Georgia  Cotton  i\Ianu- 
facturing  Company,  to  which  the  village  owes  its 
origin  and  name,  he  was  employed  in  the  teaming 
business  for  the  mill,  and  became  quite  well  to  do 
for  the  time,  being  able  to  give  each  of  his  children 
at  the  time  of  their  marriage  $1,500  in  cash,  or  its 
equivalent.  He  resided  for  many  years  previous  to 
his  death  in  what  is  now  the  John  L.  Smith  house, 
which  Mr.  Farnum  erected,  on  the  turnpike  be- 
tween Ceorgiaville  and  Enfield.  He  was  a very 
upright  man,  and  a Quaker  in  his  religious  belief. 
He  died  May  25,  1857,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

Caleb  Farnum  married  Fhebe  Harris,  of  Smith- 
field,  daughter  of  Robert  Harris.  She  died  Dec. 
17,  1881,  in  her  ninetieth  year.  She  was  a very 
industrious  and  energetic  woman,  and  attended  to 
her  household  duties  until  her  last  sickness,  which 
preceded  her  death  but  a very  short  time.  Their 
children  numbered  seven ; ( i ) Cyrus  married 

Maria  Aldrich,  removed  to  Glocester,  and  there 
died.  A record  of  this  branch  of  the  family  ap- 
pears on  other  pages.  (2)  Joseph  was  a stone- 
cutter ; a record  of  his  family  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  his  son,  Alonzo  T.  Farnum,  of  Provi- 
dence. (3)  Phebe  married  Abial  Sampson,  who 
was  a builder  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Providence. 
(4)  Caleb  married  Caroline  Brown.  He  graduated 
from  Brown  University  and  for  many  years  was 
a well  known  and  successful  school  teacher.  For 
some  time  he  followed  civil  engineering,  while  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  the  insur- 
ance business.  (5)  Edwin  is  mentioned  below. 

(6)  Ann  Eliza  married  Henry  W.  Smith  and  re- 
sided near  Spragueville,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield. 

(7)  John  A.  married  Lois  Sampson,  and  died  in 
Smithfield. 

(IVQ  Edwin  Farnum,  son  of  Caleb,  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1820,  at  Ceorgiaville,  and  attended  the 
district  school  and  the  Fruit  Hill  Seminary,  then 
presided  over  by  his  brother,  Caleb  Farnum.  After 
leaving  school  he  taught  two  winters,  one  at  Enfield 
and  another  at  Greenville.  He  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  teaming  business,  and  so  continued  until  a 
few  months  before  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
21,  1853.  He  was  captain  of  the  old  company  of 
local  militia  when  it  was  in  existence  at  Ceorgia- 
ville. 

Mr.  Farnum  was  married  Oct.  31,  1844,  to 
Sarah  J.  Randall,  born  in  Scituate,  Feb.  28,  1824, 
daughter  of  Rowland  and  Alice  (Olney)  Randall. 
Mrs.  Edwin  Farnum,  being  left  a widow  at  an  early 
age  with  four  small  children  and  but  little  property, 
assumed  the  burden  and  gave  each  of  her  children 
good  educational  advantages.  She  has  lived  to  see 
them  all  grow  up  and  become  useful  citizens,  every 
one  a credit  to  her.  She  yet  occupies  the  home- 
stead at  Ceorgiaville,  and  is  remarkably  well  ])re- 
served  for  her  years.  i\fr.  and  iMrs.  Edwin  Far- 
num had  a family  of  four  children:  (i)  Alwin  R., 


born  Oct.  12,  1845,  graduated  from  Scholfield's 
Business  College  and  resides  at  Ceorgiaville,  where 
he  is  engaged  as  a wheelwright  and  carpenter.  He 
married  Airs.  Alary  (Schooler)  Butcher.  (2) 
Elinor  F.,  born  Dec.  19,  1847,  completed  her  edu- 
cation at  the  Lapham  Institute,  North  Scituate. 
She  married  in  January,  1868,  David  J.  Harris,  of 
Smithfield,  who  died  Aug.  19,  1868,  aged  twenty- 
four  years.  Airs.  Harris  for  many  years  taught 
school  in  the  towns  of  Glocester,  Smithfield,  Lin- 
coln and  Burrillville,  but  since  1886  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  Federal  street  grammar  school. 
Providence,  now  being  assistant  principal.  Her 
son  by  adoption,  Hon.  James  Harris,  is  a success- 
ful and  well-known  attorney  of  Providence.  (3) 
Edwin  H.,  born  Oct.  7,  1849,  is  a graduate  of 
Bryant  & Stratton's  Business  College  and  resides 
at  Graniteville ; he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Providence.  (4)  Herbert  R.  was  the 
youngest  of  the  family. 

(V)  Herbert  R.  Farnum  was  born  Aug.  19, 
1853,  in  Ceorgiaville,  and  his  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  district  school,  and  in  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton’s Business  College,  at  Providence.  For  a time 
he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  grocery  stores  at 
A'lanton  and  Dyerville,  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  became  a bookkeeper  in  the  Bernon  Alill,  at 
Ceorgiaville,  and  through  merit  alone  when  only 
twenty-five  became  superintendent,  a position  he 
held  until  his  death.  A few  years  after  he  became 
superintendent  he  was  made  agent  also,  and  filled 
Ijoth  positions  till  his  death. 

Air.  Farnum  carried  on  the  mill  business  in  a 
manner  which  reflected  credit  upon  the  superin- 
tendent and  was  highly  satisfactory  to  the  corpora- 
tion who  controlled  it,  and  who  had  the  most  im- 
plicit confidence  in  him.  Even  in  periods  of  finan- 
cial and  textile  depression,  when  other  mills  were 
closed,  that  one  continued  in  operation  and 
weathered  in  safety  the  threatening  flood  of  dis- 
aster. Air.  Farnum  was  in  ailing  health  for  some 
time,  but  continued  in  his  business  until  a short 
time  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec. 
13,  1901.  He  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery, 
at  Providence. 

Air.  Farnum  was  a man  of  quiet,  home-loving 
tastes,  and  united  with  no  secret  organizations, 
but  when  the  lodge  of  Good  Templars  was  organ- 
ized at  Ceorgiaville  he  was  a charter  member,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  its  affairs  as  long  as  it  was 
in  existence.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a strong 
Prohibitionist,  and  as  such  he  was  well  known 
throughout  the  State  as  one  of  the  most  capable 
men  in  the  party ; but  he  preferred  to  serve  in  the 
ranks  rather  than  be  regarded  as  a leader,  and  it 
was  this  feeling  which  prompted  him  on  more  than 
one  occasion  to  refuse  the  nomination  for  governor 
which  the  party  desired  to  tender  him. 

Air.  Farnum  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Free  Baptist  Church  at  Ceorgiaville  and  upon 
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the  occasion  of  his  death  the  Morning  Star,  a paper 
printed  in  the  interests  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church, 
said  in  part : 

•'When  Prof.  J.  T.  Ward,  D.  D..  now  of  Hills- 
dale, .Mich.,  was  pastor  of  the  Free  Baptist  Chnrch 
of  Georgiaville,  as  he  was  during  the  years  1878- 
83.  Mr.  Farnnm  became  interested  in  the  spiritual 
concern  of  his  soul,  and  it  was  the  privilege  of 
Mr.  Ward’s  successor,  the  Rev.  F.  D.  George,  of 
Ashland,  X.  H.,  to  baptize  and  receive  him  into  the 
church.  Since  that  time  he  has  always  identified 
himself  with  the  cause  of  Christ  and  has  been  fore- 
most in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  church  and 
of  the  denomination.  He  was  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had 
been  such  for  years.  He  was  also  senior  deacon 
of  the  church  and  filled  various  other  offices  be- 
sides. He  was  a member  of  the  finance  committee 
of  the  General  Conference  Board  and  was  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Rhode  Island  Free  Baptist  As- 
sociation, that  sent  him  as  a delegate  to  the  session 
of  the  General  Conference,  held  at  Winnebago, 
Minn.,  a few  years  ago.  The  evidence  of  his  inter- 
est has  been  revealed  even  since  his  death,  by  the 
knowledge  that  he  left  a legacy  of  $3,000  to  be 
used  toward  the  building  of  a new  edifice  for  the 
I'ree  Baptist  Church  of  Georgiaville,  and  he  has 
also  bequeathed  $3,000  to  the  General  Conference, 
to  be  applied  in  equal  parts  for  the  benefit  of 
foreign  and  home  missions  and  educational  inter- 
ests. 

"Sometimes  a man  of  IMr.  Farnum's  position 
and  ability  will  aid  a church  materially  by  adding 
to  its  financial  strength  alone,  and  this  is  always 
appreciated.  But  ]\Ir.  Farnum  was  a man  whose 
heart  was  devoted  to  spiritual  things.  X'o  one  was 
more  faithful  than  he  in  attendance  uiwn  all  re- 
ligious ser\dces  of  the  church.  Constant  at  prayer 
meeting,  he  was  as  constant  in  his  testimony  and 
])articipation  in  every  way  in  the  social  service,  and 
his  knowledge  of  affairs  made  him  the  mainstay 
in  the  support  of  all  organized  effort  put  forth  by 
the  church  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom. 
It  is  seldom  that  a man  can  be  found  to  superin- 
tend a Sunday-school  as  he  was  able  to  do ; the 
order  maintained  was  unusual  and  the  closing  re- 
marks made  U])on  the  lesson  by  him  were  always 
timely  and  hel])ful.  When  IMr.  Farnum  came  to 
die.  four  hours  before  he  breathed  his  last,  his 
pastor  was  recognized,  and  in  response  to  the 
question.  ‘Do  you  want  to  be  with  God.  Brother 
h'arnum  ?’  he  answered  quickly  and  decidedly, 
‘Yes’ ; and  those  who  knew  him  best  knew  that  his 
chief  desire  was  to  live  a Christian  life  and  to 
glorify  his  Savior  in  all  things. 

‘‘His  position  as  a leader  of  men,  his  masterful 
s])irit  as  seen  in  the  conduct  of  mill  affairs  and 
elsewhere  would  almost  necessarily  ex])Ose  him  t() 
criticism  ; but  he  stood  up  in  sjiite  of  all  this,  and 
])ursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way.  So  he  was 
strong  to  enter  earnestly  into'  a campaign  against 


the  illegal  sale  of  liquor  in  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
and  it  was  no  doubt  owing  largely  to  his  influence 
that  the  town  became  and  continues  to  be  a no- 
license community.  IMay  the  memory  of  Mr.  Far- 
num ever  be  fragrant,  and  may  God  raise  up  more 
men  who,  having  ability,  shall  be  as  willing  to  con- 
secrate it  to  the  service  of  Christ  and  to  the  Church 
as  was  he.” 

Mr.  Farnum  was  easily  the  foremost  citizen 
of  the  communit}',  a man  who  was  made  a con- 
fidant by  those  in  trouble,'  and  his  advice  was  much 
sought  for  and  heeded. 

Twice  married,  Mr.  Farnum  chose  for  his  first 
wife  Rose  M.  Blanchard,  of  Georgiaville,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  N.  Blanchard.  She  died  April  6, 
1889,  in  her  fortieth  year,  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren: (ij  Herbert  B.,  born  Oct.  27,  1876,  who 
married  Mabel  B.  W'hipple,  of  X^orth  Providence, 
and  is  connected  with  the  W.  W.  Whipple  Com- 
pany, at  Providence;  (2)  Edwin  R.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years;  (3)  David  H.,  born  Sept. 
14,  1882,  who  resides  in  Providence;  and  (4)  Rose, 
who  'died  in  infancy.  jMr.  Farnum  was  again  mar- 
ried, May  7,  1890,  to  A.  Gertrude  Freeman,  born 
Xov.  19,  1866,  in  Lincoln,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Caleb 
H.  and  Margaret  (Greenup)  Freeman.  Caleb 
Freeman  for  many  years  conducted  a store  at 
Georgiaville.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
Herbert  R.  and  A.  Gertrude  Farnum:  Arthur  F., 
April  19,  1891;  Alice  R.,  Dec.  29,  1892;  Mark, 
I'eb.  7,  1896;  and  Marion,  Aug.  15,  1899. 

DROWN  (Warren  family).  The  Drowns  of 
early  Bristol,  R.  I.,  of  which  the  M'arren  and  Bar- 
rington family  is  a branch,  were  among  the  old  and 
prominent  families  of  Bristol  county,  and,  too,  of 
the  city  of  Providence,  since  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Such  names  as  Leonard 
Drown,  the  ship  builder  of  Kittery,  Maine,  and 
Boston  ; his  son  Solomon,  of  the  same  occupation 
of  Bristol,  R.  I. ; the  latter's  son,  Hon.  Solomon, 
a prominent  merchant  of  Providence ; Dr.  Solomon, 
a son  of  the  merchant,  a graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, 1773,  while  yet  it  was  the  Rhode  Island 
College,  a surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution, 
later  a professor  in  his  Alma  IMater,  a man  of 
scientific  attainments  and  one  of  the  most  useful 
of  his  time:  the  late  Hon.  Henry  Francis  Drown, 
of  -Warren,  legislator  and  chief  e.xecutive  officer  of 
two  of  the  financial  interests  of  that  town ; his 
brother,  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin  Drown,  long  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  useful  men  of  Warren : 
and  Nathaniel  Drown,  for  many  years  a substantial 
citizen  and  merchant;  and  his  sons.  Frank  Scott 
Drown  and  Albert  Newell  Drown,  who  now  most 
worthily  bear  the  name,  will  long  live  in  the  annals 
of  their  communities. 

It  is  the  ])urpose  of  this  article  to  deal  especially 
with  the  lives  and  lineage  of  the  Warren  family, 
just  mentioned.  The  brothers  Hon.  Henry  F.  and 
Hon.  Benjamin  Drown,  sons  of  Benjamin  and 
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Eliza  (Champlin)  Drown,  are  descendants  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  Leonard  Drown,  the  immi- 
grant settler  and  American  ancestor  of  this  branch 
of  the  family,  from  whom  their  lineage  is  through 
Solomon,  of  Bristol,  Benjamin,  of  Warren,  Jona- 
than J.,  of  Barrington,  and  Benjamin  Drown  (2), 
of  the  latter  town  and  perhaps  of  Warren;  while 
Nathaniel  Drown  and  his  children  are  in  the  sixth 
and  seventh  generations,  respectively,  from  Leon- 
ard through  Solomon,  of  Bristol;  Benjamin,  of 
Warren;  Benjamin  (2);  and  Jeremiah  Scott. 

(I)  Leonard  Drown  came  from  the  West  of 
England  soon  after  the  accession  of  Charles  II, 
and  settled  in  Kittery,  Maine,  where  he  carried 
on  the  industry  of  ship  building.  In  consequence 
of  the  Indian  wars,  in  1692,  Mr.  Drown  removed 
his  family  and  business  to  Boston.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  First  Church  in  Kittery  in  1682. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Abbott,  perhaps,  says  Sav- 
age, daughter  of  Richard  Abbott,  of  Portsmouth. 
She  died  in  1704,  and  Mr.  Drown  remarried,  but 
no  children  came  to  the  second  marriage.  Mr. 
Drown  died  in  Boston  Oct.  31,  1729,  aged  eighty- 
three  years,  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  old  Copps 
Hill  burying-ground.  His  children  were : Solo- 
mon; Samuel;  Simeon  (Deacon),  who  is  said  to 
have  designed  the  weather  vane  of  Faneuil  Hill, 
Boston  ; Shem  ; Susannah,  who  married  John  John- 
son, of  Boston ; and  IMary,  who  married  James 
Kettle,  of  Charlestown. 

(H)  Solomon  Drown,  born  Jan.  23,  1682,  mar- 
ried Nov.  8,  1705,  Esther  Bosworth,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Smith)  Bosworth 
(married  Feb.  10,  1680),  granddaughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Hannah  (Howland)  Bosworth,  and 
great-granddaughter  of  Edward  and  Nancy  Bos- 
worth, the  emigrants,  and  of  John  Howland  and 
Elizabeth  Tilley,  of  the  “Mayflower. ” Solomon  and 
Esther  Drown  died  Oct.  9,-  1730,  and  July  26, 
1744,  respectively.  Mr.  Drown  located  in  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  ship- 
building. The  children  of  Solomon  Drown  and 
his  wife  were:  Solomon,  born  Oct.  4,  1706;  Es- 
ther, Oct.  26,  1708;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  8,  1710;  Jo- 
seph, Feb.  8,  1712;  Bathsheba,  June  10,  1715;  Ben- 
jamin, June  9,  1717;  Mary,  June  7,  1719;  Samuel, 
July  31,  1721;  Sarah,  July  23,  1723;  Jonathan, 
July  29,  1725;  and  Shem,  June  13,  1728  (he  was 
an  artist). 

(HI)  Benjamin  Drown,  born  June  9,  1717, 
married  Nov.  25,  1738,  Mrs.  Hannah  Kent,  of 
Barrington,  and  their  children  were : Lydia,  born 
Feb.  I,  1740;  Solomon,  March  i,  1742;  Hannah, 
Jan.  24,  1745;  Benjamin.  Nov.  25,  1747;  Daniel, 
July  5,  1750;  Caleb.  March  4.  1753:  Simeon, 

March  15,  1754:  Betty,  July  16,  1755.  The  father 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Hannah  Jencks,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Jonathan  Jencks,  born  Aug. 
30,  1760.  Five  of  Benjamin’s  sons,  Benjamin, 
Daniel,  Caleb,  Simeon  and  Jonathan  Jencks, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  all  except 


Simeon  being  in  Capt.  Thomas  Allin's  company. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Drown,  born  Nov.  25,  1747, 

married  Jan.  10,  1773,  Rachel  Scott,  and  they  had 
children:  Caleb,  born  Dec.  8,  1773;  Jeremiah 
Scott,  April  21,  1775;  Benjamin,  Aug.  9,  1777; 
Samuel,  June  23,  1779;  Lydia,  April  5,  1781; 
Sarah,  Nov.  28,  1783;  Rachel,  Dec.  27,  1784. 

Benjamin  Drown,  the  father,  was  a corporal  in 
Capt.  Thomas  Allin’s  company  in  1775,  and  ap- 
peared at  the  alarm  at  Bristol  April  i,  1776;  was 
a sergeant  in  Capt.  Viall  Allin's  company  in  1780. 
He  died  June  12,  1826. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Scott  Drown,  born  April  21, 
1775,  married  March  17,  1796,  Betsey  Grant,  and 
they  had  children:  Alfred,  born  Aug.  7,  1797; 
Hiram  D.,  Dec.  13,  1798;  Elizabeth,  Aug.  18,  1800; 
Sally,  Feb.  23,  1802;  Mary  Ann,  Sept.  9,  1803; 
Candace,  July  20,  1805;  Jeremiah,  Sept.  24,  1808; 
Nathaniel,  Sept.  28,  1810;  Julia  Rawson,  Dec.  25, 
1812. 

(\T)  Nathaniel  Drown,  born  Sept.  28,  1810, 
was  married  Nov.  25,  1838,  to  Mary  Newell  Burr, 
daughter  of  Nathan  M.  Burr.  Five  children  were 
born  to  them:  Albert  Newell,  born  Dec.  9,  1839; 
Frank  Scott,  Nov.  5,  1842;  Willard  Burr,  Feb.  15, 
1845  ; Eliza  Meriman,  Dec.  4,  1849;  Lucy  Wil- 
lard, born  Oct.  25,  1852. 

Nathaniel  Drown  was  born  in  the  old  home- 
stead in  Drownville.  Afterward  the  family  moved 
to  New  Meadow  Neck,  when  the  children  were 
young,  and  his  schooling  was  obtained  at  the  old 
school  house  there.  His  education  was  rather 
limited,  as  was  usual  in  those  days,  and  when  but 
a small  boy  he  went  to  Warren,  and  engaged  in 
business  alone  in  a small  way  in  the  rear  of  the  old 
Kinnicut  House  (so  called).  Afterward  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  on  Miller  street,  in 
a building  which  is  not  now  standing.  In  about  1833 
he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  on  Water 
street,  and  continued  here  for  about  fifty  years, 
after  which  for  a short  time  he  was  in  another 
place  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Liberty  streets,  so 
continuing  until  he  died.  He  was  engaged  also 
in  sending  produce,  etc.,  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
had  the  proceeds  from  these  ventures  invested  in 
rum  and  molasses,  which  were  brought  back  to 
Warren.  He  was  also  much  interested  in  the 
merchant  marine,  having  a large  interest  in  whal- 
ing and  West  Indian  vessels,  and  also  the  coast- 
wise vessels.  Fie  was  always  interested  in  all  en- 
terprises pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  town,  and 
was  very  public  spirited.  He  was  the  one  to  take 
and  assist  in  establishing  the  Mechanics’  Machine 
Company,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  War- 
ren Manufacturing  Company,  along  with  John  O. 
Waterman,  John  Wheaton,  Suchet  Mauran,  etc. 
He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Savings  In- 
stitution of  Warren,  also  the  Sowamset  (now  the 
First  National)  Bank,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
board  of  directors,  and  the  vice-])resident  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
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tlie  Baptist  Church  and  its  treasurer  for  thirty- 
six  years,  serving  as  such  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  political  sentiment  he  was  a stanch  Republican, 
and  strong  in  his  interest  in  the  party.  He  died 
Aug.  II,  1888,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Aug.  8, 
1897.  Hr.  Drown  was  a quiet,  unassuming  man, 
of  excellent  judgment  in  business  matters,  and 
equally  respected  socially  as  a good  man  and  a 
stanch  friend.  He  was  a strong  churchman,  though 
in  his  usual  quiet  way. 

(\'H)  Frank  S.  Drown  was  born  in  the 
house  in  which  he  now  ( 1906)  lives.  Into  this 
house  came  his  father  and  mother  on  the  day  of 
their  marriage,  Xov.  25,  1838,  and  in  this  house 
all  his  brothers  and  sisters  were  also  born.  Mr. 
Drown  was  educated  in  M'arren,  going  through 
the  high  school,  but  was  unable  to  attend  Brown 
University,  for  which  he  had  prepared,  on  account 
of  ill  health.  He  held  one  or  two  clerkships  in 
Warren,  and  in  1862  went  to  Worcester,  Mass., 
and  learned  the  business  of  retailing  and  jobbing 
ready-made  clothing.  He  went  there  as  book- 
keeper, and  remained  for  about  two  years.  In  1864 
he  went  to  Pawtucket  and  formed  a connection  with 
the  American  File  Company,  in  the  same  capacity, 
continuing  here  until  the  property  was  sold  in  1868, 
to  be  converted  into  a cotton  mill  to  be  controlled 
by  the  Slater  Cotton  Company,  a new  organiza- 
tion. With  this  company  Mr.  Drown  was  book- 
keeper for  about  three  years,  and  in  1872  was 
chosen  superintendent  of  the  mill,  in  which  po- 
sition he  continued  until  1882,  after  the  erection 
of  the  new  mill.  In  1882  he  was  elected  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  company,  and  continued  as  such 
until  1885,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  treasurer- 
ship.  He  acted  in  this  capacity  until  1889,  after 
which  year  he  retired.  After  a year  and  a half 
free  from  business  cares,  he  went  to  Woonsocket  in 
1891,  as  treasurer  of  the  River  Spinning  Company, 
a new  corporation,  of  which  Mr.  Drown  was  one 
of  the  organizers.  He  continued  in  that  position 
until  October,  1903,  when  again  he  laid  down  busi- 
ness cares,  having  in  fact  resigned  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, 1902.  He  had  been  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Warren  iManufacturing  Company,  of 
Warren,  and  was  acting  treasurer  from  January, 
1901,  to  July,  of  the  same  year,  in  which  month  he 
was  chosen  to  the  treasurership,  succeeding  i\Ir. 
John  Waterman  (deceased).  He  is  a director  of 
the  Slater  Trust  Company,  of  Pawtucket  (formerly 
the  Slater  National  Bank),  which  position  he  has 
held  for  twenty-two  years,  and  he  was  elected 
])resident  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Warren  in 
January,  1904,  having  been  one  of  its  board  of  di- 
rectors for  a number  of  years.  He  is  president  of 
the  Ceorge  Hale  Library  Association.  Mr.  Drown 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Cburcb,  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  Society’s  Committee,  and  is  jiresi- 
dent  of  the  Benevolent  Baptist  Society,  lie  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  the  (luestion  of  ])ublic  educa- 
ti<-n.  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  and  chair- 


man of  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  Joy  Street  School. 

Mr.  Drown  was  married  in  1868  to  iMary 
Emily  iNIartin,  daughter  of  Capt.  Henry  and  Maria 
(Cole)  Martin,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  Cole,  and  a descendant  of  Hugh  Cole.  Mrs. 
Drown  died  iMarch  19,  1878.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  Mr.  Drown  ranks  among  the  first  citi- 
zens of  his  native  place,  justly  receiving  and  hold- 
ing the  highest  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

(\TI)  Albert  Newell  Drown,  born  Dec.  9,  1839, 
graduated  from  the  M’arren  high  school  and  from 
Brown  University  in  1861,  with  honors.  He  was 
a hard  student  and  on  leaving  the  university  he 
found  himself  out  of  sorts  physically,  and  in  1862 
he  took  a trip  around  the  Horn  to  San  Francisco, 
in  pursuit  of  health  and  strength.  Having  an 
uncle  there  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  after  due  preparation.  He 
soon  formed  a partnership  with  Judge  Cowles, 
which  continued  for  a few  years,  and  upon  the 
Judge’s  death  iMr.  Drown  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  continued.  He  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Drown,  Leicester  & 
Drown.  During  the  earthquake  of  April  18,  1906, 
this  firm  lost  its  office  and  library.  Mr.  Drown 
has  been  a corporation  lawyer  and  acted  as  admin- 
istrator and  executor  of  some  of  the  large  estates. 
He  has  been,  a successful  practitioner  and  attorney. 
He  is  a director  of  the  Savings  and  Loan 
Society  of  San  Francisco.  He  is  a mem- 
ber and  senior  warden  of  St.  Luke’s  Epis- 
copal Church  at  San  FTaiicisco,  has  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  church  work,  and  is  a well 
known  man  in  church  circles.  He  has  been  a rep- 
resentative in  the  National  Council  for  twenty 
years  or  more,  and  has  done  much  for  St.  Luke’s 
and  the  church  in  the  State  at  large. 

Mr.  Drown  married  a iMiss  Virginia  Cullen, 
of  Virginia,  and  they  have  had  four  children  : Archer 
C.,  Willard  Newell,  Bernie  R.  and  Virginia  Newell. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Jencks  Drown,  born  Aug.  30, 
1760,  married  Hannah  Barnes,  and  to  them  came 
the  following  children;  Molly  (Mary),  born 
March  22,  1782;  Jerusha,  May  5,  1784;  Betsy,  Oct. 
21,  1786;  Jonathan,  Jan.  12,  1789;  Benjamin,  Feb. 
9,  1791;  James  B.,  Oct.  9,  1793;  Jason,  iMay  30, 
1797;  Hannah,  Nov.  2,  1799;  and  Prudence,  March 
24,  1803.  The  mother  of  these  died  June  23,  1837, 
and  the  father  subsequently  married  Elizabeth 
Viall,  who  survived  him,  passing  away  iMarch  10, 
1848.  He  died  June  6,  1842,  aged  nearly  eighty- 
two.  He  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  enlisting 
June  4,  1777,  in  Capt.  Thomas  Allin’s  company. 
Col.  Crary’s  Regiment,  and  was  a soldier  in  Capt. 
^hall  Allin’s  company  in  1780.  He  received  a 
])ension. 

(A')  Benjamin  Drown,  born  I'eb.  9.  1791.  mar- 
ried June  2.  (817,  Eliza  Champlin.  daughter  of 
John  Champlin,  of  Warren,  R.  1..  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Henry  I'rancis.  born  (in  Barrington, 
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R.  1.)  April  21,  1818;  Elizabeth  Carr,  born  Sept. 
9,  1819,  who  married  Joseph  B.  Child,  of  W'arren ; 
Joshua  C.,  born  Aug.  21,  1821  ; Benjamin,  born 
Dec.  19,  1826;  Mary  J.,  born  May  30,  1831;  and 
James  B.,  born  Sept.  20,  1835.  Benjamin  Drown 
was  a most  generous  and  public-spirited  man,  and 
a good  citizen. 

(VI)  Henry  Fr.vncis  Drow'n,  born  April  21, 
1818,  in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  married  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  Feb.  5,  1850,  Annie  E.  Bowen,  daughter  of 
Allen  and  Betsey  (Stanley)  Bowen,  of  Varren, 

R.  I.,  and  granddaughter  of  James  and  

(Kelley)  Bowen,  and  of  Comfort  Stanley.  ]Mr. 
Drown  in  boyhood  removed  to  W'arren,  and 
was  schooled  principally  in  the  public  schools 
there.  He  was  a reader  of  the  best  works 
and  a student  all  his  life.  He  engaged  in  the 
business  of  contracting  and  building,  in  W'arren, 
in  which  line  he  continued  successfully  for 
thirty-five  years,  associated  with  jMr.  J.  C.  Hall, 
acquiring  a competency.  Among  other  build- 
ings which  he  erected  were  the  house  he  lived  in, 
the  Joice  house,  the  Catholic  churches  of  W'arren 
and  Bristol,  the  George  W'heaton  house,  etc.  Cor- 
rect in  his  deportment  and  habits,  a man  of  good 
judgment  and  business  ability,  he  soon  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  who  trusted  him  implic- 
itly, and  his  services  were  sought  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  was  a member  of  the  town 
council  from  1874  to  1888,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  tax  asses- 
sors. He  also  represented  his  town  in  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State. 
His  fitness  for  the  positions  and  his  influence  in  the 
community  placed  him  as  executive  officer  of  both 
the  Warren  First  National  Bank  and  the  W'arren 
Institution  for  Savings.  In  1841  he  became  identi- 
fied with  the  Benevolent  Society  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  remained  so  through  the  rest  of  his 
active  life,  and  in  that  society  held  official  relations 
for  a long  term  of  years.  He  was  an  upright  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  at  his  death  his  loss  to 
the  community  was  deeply  felt.  For  his  eminent 
private  virtues  he  held  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  community  in  general.  Mr.  Drown  died  at  his 
home  on  North  Water  street,  Warren,  April  21, 
1899. 

(VI)  Joshua  C.  Drown,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  Warren,  on  W^ashington  street,  Aug.  21, 
1821.  He  was  educated  in  W'arren,  but  much  of 
his  knowledge  has  been  gained  since  his  marriage, 
the  best  part  of  his  education  in  fact  l)eing  gained 
by  reading  and  studying  by  himself.  He -learned 
cabinet  making,  which  he  followed  for  a time,  and 
then  took  up  coopering,  which  he  followed  most 
of  his  life.  He  served  as  a drummer  in  the  Dorr 
Rebellion,  and  was  also  in  the  Civil  war  for  one 
year,  being  discharged  for  disability.  He  was  a 
member  of  Company  A,  5th  Rhode  Island  \'olun- 
teers.  He  had  two  sons  in  the  same  regiment  ( but 
not  in  the  same  company)  with  him.  Benjamin 


and  Joshua,  who  enlisted  in  1861,,  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  1864,  Joshua  being  a sergeant 
major,  and  Benjamin  a second  lieutenant.  iMr. 
Drown  served  his  country  well  and  with  his  sons 
did  his  share  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion.  He  is 
now  captain  of  the  Veterans’  Association  of  the 
Civil  war  of  Warren,  and  member  of  Slocum  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Providence.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  Amity  Lodge,  No.  6,  I.  C).  O.  F.,  of  W'ar- 
ren, and  W ashington  Lodge,  No.  3,  A.  F.  & A.  i\I., 
and  his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Baptist 
Church  of  W'arren.  He  was  originally  a Whig 
in  politics,  changing  to  the  Republican  party  at 
its  formation. 

On  March  5,  1842,  ^Ir.  Drown  was  married  to 
Malvina  F.  Lake,  born  Sept.  4,  1821,  and  six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Benjamin  Franklin,  Aug. 

21,  1843;  Joshua  C.,  Sept.  14.  1845;  Mary  E., 
in  December,  1849  (married  Charles  H.  Titus,  and 
died  in  September,  1886)  ; Emily  J.,  April  18, 
1851  ; Louise  F.,  April  24,  1853;  Ruth  E.,  May  23, 
i860. 

(VH)  Benjamin  F.  Drown,  son  of  Joshua  C., 
was  born  Aug.  21,  1843.  He  was  educated  in 
W'arren  and  left  school  when  fifteen  years  old, 
going  into  the  store  of  Thomas  G.  Turner,  from 
whom  he  received  his  first  lessons  in  business,  and 
whose  example  much  influenced  him.  He  remained 
with  ]\lr.  'Turner  until  his  enlistment,  Nov.  4, 
i86r,  in  the  5th  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  under 
iMajor  John  W'right.  His  term  of  enlistment 
was  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  he  saw 
much  active  service,  being  at  Roanoke,  Feb.  8, 
1862;  Newbern,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1862;  Siege  of 
Fort  Macon,  after  which  he  was  detailed  for  six 
months  to  the  commissary  department  of  the  Third 
Division  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  continuing  thus 
through  the  Maryland  Campaign.  Returning  to 
his  regiment  he  was  then  on  the  Goldsboro  march 
and  expedition  to  Kinston,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Kinston,  and  the  battle  of  W'hitehall,  at 
which  engagement  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
right  shoulder.  At  that  time  he  was  corporal.  After 
six  months  in  the  hospital  he  went  home,  in  the  fall 
of  1863 .returning  to  the  army  to  serve  the  balance 
of  his  term  of  enlistment,  acting  as  clerk.  He 
was  promoted  to  corporal  June  7,  1862;  on  April 

22,  1863,  to  second  lieutenant,  and  mustered  out, 
Dec.  23,  1864. 

After  his  military  experience  Mr.  Drown  re- 
mained in  Providence  for  three  years,  engaged  as 
clerk  for  James  Flag  for  most  of  the  time,  and 
went  to  Boston  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  for  one 
year  was  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Jordan,  iMarsh  & 
Co.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  position  of 
cashier,  and  continued  in  that  establishment  until 
the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Russell  Paper  Company,  as  cashier.  He  held  that 
position  until  1892.  after  which  for  three  years  he 
was  variously  employed.  In  1895  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a position  in  the  city  water  department. 
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\vhich  he  still  holds.  Air.  Drown  has  always  been 
a stanch  Republican  in  political  faith.  He  is  ac- 
tive in  G.  A.  R.  circles,  having  been  a member 
of  Dahlgrecn  Post,  of  Boston,  since  1882,  and  hav- 
ing been  its  quartermaster  for  twenty-three  years. 
He  was  commander  of  the  post  in  1890,  during  the 
Grand  Encampment  held  in  Boston.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

Air.  Drown  married  Anna  B.  Humes,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Luther  B.  Humes,  of  New  Bedford, 
who  married  Alercy  Holmes  of  Middleboro,  Mass. 
Airs.  Drown  died  Eeb.  28,  1880,  and  he  married 
for  his  second  wife,  Nov.  6,  1884,  her  sister  Lucy; 
they  have  had  three  children : Lucy ; Harold  M., 
born  Jan.  6,  1889;  and  Anna  Humes,  born  Alarch 
18,  1891.  Air.  Drown  was  originally  a member  of 
the  old  Warren  Baptist  Church,  and  took  his  letter 
from  the  Warren  Church  to  the  South  Church,  of 
South  Boston,  when  he  was  twenty-six  years  old. 
He  was  honored  by  being  made  deacon,  serving 
as  such  for  fifteen  years.  On  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Dorchester,  he  became  identified  with 
Dorchester  Temple. 

(\T)  Benjamin  Drown,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Eliza  (Champlinj  Drown,  and  brother  of  Henry 
L.,  born  Dec.  19,  1826,  in  Warren,  R.  1.,  married, 
in  April,  1850,  Aliss  Alary  W.  Bowen,  who  was 
born  Nov.  14,  1829,  and  died  June  3,  1882.  She 
was  a descendant  of  (1)  Richard  Bowen,  who 
came  to  America  in  1640,  and  died  in  Eebruary, 
1674;  his  wife’s  name  was  Ann.  (11)  Obediali 
Bowen,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  in  1628,  and  died 
in  1710.  He  married  Alary  Clifton.  (HI)  Thomas 
Bowen,  son  of  Obediah,  was  born  Aug.  3,  1664, 
and  died  about  1730.  On  June  17,  1689,  he  mar- 
ried Thankful  Alason.  (IV)  Josiah  Bowen,  son 
of  Thomas,  born  Oct.  i,  1692,  died  Feb.  ii,  1748. 
He  married  Dec.  ii,  1718,  Alargaret  Child.  (V) 
Josiah  Bowen  (2),  son  of  Josiah,  was  born  July 
29.  1734,  and  married  Huldah  Easterbrooks,  who 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1735,  and  died  Oct.  3,  1790.  (\T) 
James  E.  Bowen,  son  of  Josiah  (2),  was  born  Feb. 
14,  1765,  and  was  married  Oct.  20,  1792,  to  Lydia 
Jobs,  who  was  born  Oct.  5,  1767.  (VH)  George 
Bowen,  .son  of  James  E.,  was  born  July  29,  1800, 
and  died  July  10,  1833.  He  married  Betsey  Alar- 
tin,  who  was  born  Sept.  22,  1810,  and  died  Jan. 
13.  1894,  and  their  daughter.  Alary  W.,  became  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Drown. 

Benjamin  and  Alary  A\’.  (Bowen)  Drown  had 
four  children,  namely:  (i)  William  B.,  born  Nov. 
26,  1850,  married  Joanna  G.  Simmons,  of  Bristol, 
and  they  had  four  children:  Bessie,  Airs.  Saugy, 
who  has  one  son,  Alax  : Addie,  married  to  Henrv  C. 
Hoar;  Alary  Simmons;  and  Charles  ^\’.  (2) 

Alary  A.,  born  Alay  7,  1853,  niarried  AValtcr  H. 
Rose,  of  Barrington.  (3)  Alaria  Newell,  born  in 
June,  1857,  died  in  October,  1858.  (4)  Carrie  E., 

born  Jan.  6.  i8rxD.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  S.  Davol, 
and  resides  at  No.  45  Elm  street.  North  Attleboro. 
In  Octol)er,  1884.  Air.  Drown  married  (second) 


Aliss  Alary  J.  Walker,  who  died,  and  he  married 
(third)  Jan.  12,  1887,  Aliss  Susan  Alary  Alerritt, 
who  died  April  3,  1907.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Stephen  D.  and  Alary  (AlcGoodwin)  Alerritt,  of 
Stonington,  Connecticut. 

Air.  Drown  in  boyhood  attended  both  public 
and  private  schools  in  Warren,  and  in  about  1855 
became  engaged  in  the  business  of  contracting  and 
teaming,  an  occupation  he  followed  through  life- 
time, and  one  in  which  he  prospered.  A man  of 
genial  and  social  nature,  with  a kind  word  and  one 
of  good  cheer  for  all,  as  the  years  passed  he  grew 
in  favor,  and  became,  perhaps,  the  most  popular 
man  of  his  town,  and  as  the  years  passed,  he,  too, 
grew  in  force  and  usefulness,  and  almost  any  of- 
fice within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen  was  at 
his  disposal.  He  held  the  office  of  State  commis- 
sioner of  Warren,  and  for  several  years  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee.  He  was  chosen 
assessor  of  taxes  of  the  town  in  1872,  and  held  that 
office  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  served  the 
town  on  various  important  committees,  among 
them  the  committee  to  rebuild  what  is  known  as 
Kelly's  Bridge,  on  Warren  river.  On  Nov.  7,  1882, 
he  was  elected  Senator,  and  served  continuously 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  excepting  the  years 
1887-88  and  1889.  He  was  so  popular  that  no  mat- 
ter what  the  fate  of  the  other  candidates  on  the 
ticket  with  him  was,  he  was  almost  sure  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1895  chosen  a member  of  the  Shell 

Fish  Commission  of  Rhode  Island,  for  a term  of 
five  years,  and  about  the  beginning  of  that  period 
he  became  a member  and  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Committees  on  Finance  and  Fisheries.  Senator 
Drown  evas  a stanch  Republican,  but  never  a dis- 
agreeable politician.  He  evas  active  in  politics  and 
public  life,  having  been  on  the  Republican  Town 
Committee  of  Warren,  and  for  ten  years  a member 
of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee.  He 
served  as  president  of  the  Union  Club  of  Warren, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Philanthropic  Society  and 
the  George  Hail  Free  Library.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Narragansett  Fire  Com- 
pany. organized  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  and  he 
was  foreman  of  Alechanics  No.  2 Fire  Company. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a director  of  the 
Warren  Trust  Company. 

Senator  Drown  was  a regular  attendant  of  St. 
ATark’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Warren.  His  death 
occurred  at  hiS  home  in  Warren  Aug.  26.  1900, 
and  his  funeral  which  was  largely  attended,  was 
held  at  the*  First  Baptist  Church.  The  regard  of 
his  associates  in  the  State  Government  was  mani- 
fested by  the  large  attendance  of  the  pre.sent  and 
past  members  of  the  General  Assembly.  Gov. 
Gregory  and  former  Gov.  Charles  W.  Lippitt  were 
present.  Op  this  occasion  one  of  the  officiating 
ministers  among  other  things  said : 

“Senator  Drown  served  the  town  in  many  ca- 
pacities. He  seemed  especially  adapted  by  nature 
and  temperament  for  public  life.  For  fifteen  years 
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he  represented  the  town  in  the  Senate ; for  twenty- 
eight  years  he  was  on  the  board  of  tax  assessors ; 
to  him  was  intrusted  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Highways ; for  many  years  he  served  the  town  on 
the  school  committee,  and  many  other  public  duties 
were  entrusted  to  his  care.  And  in  the  social  life 
of  the  town  he  was  no  less  honored.^  His  genial 
spirit  drew  to  him  many  friends.  He  had  a pe- 
culiar winning  faculty.  One  soon  felt  in  his  pres- 
ence the  beat  of  his  warm  manly  heart.  He  was 
always  the  same  congenial  friend.  He  was  not  one 
thing  to-day  and  tomorrow  another.  If  he  was  your 
friend  you  could  depend  on  his  friendship ; not  that 
we  would  ignore  his  shortcomings ; he  was  a man 
with  weaknesses  incident  to  human  nature,  but  deep 
within  dwelt  a noble  spirit,  a spirit  of  generosity, 
of  kindness,  of  cheerfulness,  of  usefulness,  of 
love.” 

(VI)  James  B.  Drown,  youngest  child  of 
Benjamin  and  Eliza  (Champlin)  Drown,  was  born 
Sept.  20,  1835.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Warren,  and  as  was  the  custom  in  those 
days  he  left  school  at  an  early  age,  going  to  work 
when  fifteen  years  old.  For  some  time  he  worked 
for  his  father,  who  was  engaged  in  the  teaming 
business,  and  remained  with  him  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one or  twenty-two  years  old.  His  brother  Ben- 
jamin then  succeeded  to  his  father’s  business  and 
James  B.  worked  for  him  for  some  years  by  the 
day.  In  the  meantime  war  had  broken  out,  and 
young  Drown,  true  to  the  spirit  of  his  ancestors, 
entered  the  service  of  his  country,  enlisting  in 
Company  I,  9th  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  and  serv- 
ing three  months.  Upon  his  return  home  he  worked 
again  for  his  brother  Benjamin  for  a while,  and 
then  bought-  out  and  operated  an  overland  express 
business  from  Warren  to  Providence.  In  this  work 
he  employed  four  horses  and  one  man.  So  thrifty 
was  he  in  his  work  that  when  the  express  company 
of  Earle  & Prew  undertook  to  get  some  of  the 
Warren  business  they  found  it  advisable  as  a com- 
promise to  make  him  special  partner,  as  it  were,  in 
the  Warren  business,  which  Mr.  Drown  looked 
after  at  the  Warren  end  of  the  route.  This  proved 
a satisfactory  and  profitable  arrangement  for  Mr. 
Drown,  and  in  this  he  continued  until  his  final  re- 
tirement, in  about  1895.  Mr.  Drown  has  always 
been  a man  of  quiet,  retiring  disposition,  but  nev- 
ertheless possesses  much  force  of  character.  He 
has  always  been  a strong  Republican,  but  has  taken 
no  active  part  in  politics,  more  than  to  see,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  good  men  are  put  into  office.  He  has 
generally  been  an  attendant  of  St.  IMark’s  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  both  his  wives  have  been  mem- 
bers. He  was  a director  in  the  National  Warren 
Bank  and  also  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  War- 
ren, and  he  is  now  a member  of  the  local  board  of 
directors  of  the  Warren  Branch  of  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company.  Mr.  Drown  seems  possessed  of 
those  qualities  which  are  not  only  characteristic  of 
strong,  sturdy  New  England,  but  also  of  the 
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Drown  family  which  has  produced  so  many  men 
useful  to  the  community  and  to  the  State. 

Mr.  Drown  was  married  Oct.  22,  1868,  to  Eliza- 
beth Howard  Turner,  daughter  of  William  Tur- 
ner, and  his  second  marriage,  on  June  2,  1891,  was 
to  Susan  Wheaton  Mason,  daughter  of  Eliphalet  E. 
Mason. 

EDWARD  G.  BURROWS,  a prominent  figure 
in  the  city  of  Providence  for  many  years,  where  he 
efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  many  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  was  born  in  Providence,  May 
14,  1828,  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  (Gibbs) 
Burrows.  [For  a full  history  of  the  Burrows  fam- 
ily, see  sketch  of  the  late  Joseph  Burrows.]  .Mr. 
Burrows  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  after  leaving  school  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  In  about  1855,  he  opened  a 
store  for  the  sale  of  clothing  on  W estminster  street, 
and  by  industry  and  attention  to  business  he 
amassed  a competency  and  retired  from  business 
about  in  1885. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burrows  was  a Republican, 
occupying  an  important  position  in  the  party  and  in 
the  political  life  of  the  city  for  many  years.  His 
first  public  office  was  that  of  high  sheriff  of  Provi- 
dence county,  which  he  held  in  1863  and  1865.  He 
retired  from  public  life  for  a few  years,  but  was,  in 
1870,  appointed  appraiser  of  the  port  of  Providence 
l)y  General  Grant,  and  retained  that  office  through 
successive  administrations  until  1887,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  ex-Gov.  Davis.  When  Mr.  Burrows 
left  the  office  of  appraiser  of  the  port,  he  intended 
to  retire  from  public  life,  but  was  elected  to  the 
common  council  from  the  Sixth  ward.  In  that 
body  he  made  a record  for  honesty  of  purpose  and 
tenacity  in  adherence  to  the  right  as  he  under- 
stood it.  The  next  year,  1888,  on  the  re-division 
of  the  ward  he  was  elected  alderman  from  the  new 
Fifth  ward,  and  had  been  he-elected  annually  to 
the  time  of  his  decease.  In  the  council  chamber 
and  the  board  o'f  aldermen,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent in  1891  and  1892,  Mr.  Burrows  was  placed  on 
several  of  the  most  important  committees,  and 
earned  the  reputation  of  being  a thoroughly  con- 
scientious official.  He  had  at  various  times  been  a 
member  of  the  joint  standing  committee  on  City 
Property,  the  joint  standing  committee  on  Ter- 
minal Facilities,  and  a number  of  others.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  Police 
committee.  He  was  well  known  to  the  public,  and 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  George  W. 
Danielson,  and  had  a large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

Mr.  Burrows  was  a member  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church,  and  a regular  attendant.  He  left 
a widow  and  two  sons — William  and  Charles  D. — 
and  a daughter — Anna  C.  Edward  G.  Burrows 
was  one  to  whom  a call  to  office  was  a public  duty, 
and  in  all  relations  of  life  his  character  was  that  of 
a kind  husband  and  father,  an  esteemed  neighbor 
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and  an  exemplary  and  i)atriotic  citizen.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  Dexter  Asylum,  where  a 
picture  of  him  is  hung  in  honor  of  his  special  work 
and  interest  in  the  institution.  A resolution  passed 
b\’  the  board  of  aldermen  contained  the  following 
in  regard  to  Hr.  Burrows : “Resolved,  that  in  the 
death  of  Alderman  Burrows,  the  City  and  the 
Board  had  sustained  the  loss  of  a wise  and  prudent 
counsellor.  * * 

Mr.  Burrows  married  (first)  March  17,  1850, 
Mary  E.  Bailey.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  mar- 
ried April  29,  1856,  was  Sarah  W.  Davis,  the 
estimable  daughter  of  Joseph  Davis,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Davis 
(born  Dec.  15,  1769,  died  IMarch  r,  1859),  of 
Wickford  and  East  Greenwich,  and  his  wife  Mar- 
garet Glozier.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrows:  Sarah  A.,  born  Eeb.  12, 
1857,  died  Sept.  13,  1857;  Edward  G.,  born  Sept. 
23.  1858,  died  May  24,  1893  ; William  E.,  born  Aug. 

22,  i860,  married  Celia  M.  Thornton  of  Provi- 
dence; Anna  C.,  born  July  18,  1864;  Charles  D., 
born  Jan.  19,  1867,  Episcopal  minister  at  James- 
town. married  Elizabeth  i\I.  Cahoon,  of  Plainfield, 

X.  J. : and  Harriet  E.,  born  Sept.  26,  1871,  died 
]\iarch  5,  1872.  Mr.  Burrows  died  Eeb.  7,  1895. 

Mr.  Edward  G.  Burrows,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son  of 
Alderman  Burrows,  was  born  in  Providence,  Se])t. 

23.  1858.  lie  received  a good  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  graduating  from  the  Providence  High 
school  and  subsequently  pursuing  a course  of  study  in 
Scholfield’s  Commercial  College.  His  first  years  were 
spent  with  his  father,  learning  the  tailoring  busi- 
ness. In  1882  he  relinquished  that  business  to  en- 
gage in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  with  Ansel  S. 
Sweet  and  Henry  Fletcher,  the  firm  being  for  four 
years  known  as  Sweet,  Fletcher  & Co.,  but  later 
as  Fletcher,  Burrows  & Co.  While  his  health  per- 
mitted he  had  charge  of  the  accounts  and  finances 
of  the  firm.  In  his  business  and  social  relations  he 
was  earnest,  faithful  and  upright,  winning  and  re- 
taining the  confidence  of  his  associates  and  friends. 
He  married  Amy  S.  Bucklin,  daughter  of  S.  S. 
Bucklin,  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Burrows  was  a member  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church.  He  became  a member  of  the 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  March,  1885.  He  died  IMav  24, 
1893.  - 

COV'ELL  (Providence  family).  The  Coveils 
(name  variously  spelled)  have  been  a New  Eng- 
land family  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  One 
Cesora,  says  Pope,  doubtless  Ezr^v  aged  fifteen 
years,  settled  at  Plymouth  about  1643.  Nathaniel 
Covel,  who  married  a daughter  of  William  Nick- 
er.'^on,  was  at  Chatham,  Barnstable  Co.,  Mass.,  in 
1667,  in  that  town  John  Covel  was  chosen  the 
schoolmaster  in  June,  1723.  His  wife  was  Thank- 
ful. One  Nathaniel  Covil,  son  of  John  and  Thank- 
ful (Bangs)  Covil,  married  Rebecca  Rider,  daugh- 
ter of  Zachariah  and  Experience  (Smith)  Rider, 


and  resided  in  that  locality,  and  their  .son,  Samuel 
Covil,  born  Dec.  22,  1763,  in  Yarmouth,  Alass., 
married  IMary  Holoway  and  settled  in  Fairfield, 
Somerset  county,  IMaine.  Joseph  and  Lydia  Covel 
were  residents  of  Chatham,  IMass.,  in  1701. 

In  the  early  settling  of  that  part  of  the  town 
of  Killingly,  Connecticut,  along  Whitstone  brook 
and  Lake  i\1ashapaug,  which  had  its  beginning 
about  1717,  Joseph  (Tovill,  Philip  Priest,  Andrew 
Phillips  and  John  Collins,  of  Charlestown,  Avere  ad- 
mitted among  the  Chestnut  Hill  Company.  There 
is  a record  at  Charlestown  of  Joseph  Covel  selling,' 
in  1714,  John  Gould  a house  and  thirteen  acres  of 
land,  which  was  recorded  in  1724;  and  a record 
there  of  Alary  Covel  marrying,  in  1706,  Andrew 
Phillips,  and  as  well  of  Alice  Covel  marrying  in 
1707-08  John  Grover. 

The  Coveils  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  have  been  a 
continuous  family  there  since  the  early  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century — since  the  time  of  the  pioneer 
Joseph  Coveil,  and  they,  too,  have  been  one  of  the 
substantial  and  useful  families,  and  as  well  active, 
from  generation  to  generation,  in  the  development 
of  that  region  of  country. 

(I)  Joseph  Coveil  was  of  Chatham,  Mass.,  and 
Killingly,  Connecticut. 

(H)  Ebenezer  Coveil,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Nov.  7,  1727,  was  a resident  of  the  eastern  part  of 
Killingly,  Conn.  His  wife  was  Martha.  They  died, 
he  Aug.  23,  1805,  and  she  June  20,  1803.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  Jan.  13,  1752;  Samp- 
son, born  April  4,  1754;  Mary,  Sept.  15,  1756; 
Ebenezer,  Jan.  ii,  1759;  Tamer,  March  8,  1761; 
Keziah,  Nov.  8,  1764;  Alartha,  Jan.  26,  1766; 
James,  April  10,  1768;  and  Hannah,  x\ug.  27, 

1770. 

(HI)  Sampson  Covell,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
April  4,  1754,  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  married,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1779,  Waity  Smith,  born  Feb.  15,  1753;  they 
were  farming  people  of  Killingly,  Conn.  Their 
children  were:  Arba,  born  Nov.  24,  1779,  married 
(first)  Dec.  2,  1807,  Mary  Burgess,  and  (second) 
April  I,  1838,  Betsey  Elliott;  Sally,  born  May  19, 
1782;  Oliver,  born  lAb.  5,  1785;  Ziba,  born  June 
14,  1787;  Abigail  (Nabby),  born  July  14,  1790, 
married  Silas  Tucker;  Joseph,  born  June  4,  1795. 
became  an  Episcopal  minister;  and  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  18,  1798. 

(HI)  Ebenezer  Covell  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer, 
was  born  Jan.  ii,  1759,  in  Killingly,  Conn.  His 
wife’s  name  was  Sabra.  His  children,  all  born  in 
Thompson,  Conn.,  were : Willis ; Joseph  and 
Amasa,  who  both  went  to  Plattsburgh,  Steuben  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  died  there ; William,  who  lived  in  Re- 
hoboth,  and  died  April  18,  1859;  Liza;  Cynthia; 
Theodosia;  and  Sabra.  Ebenezer  Covell  was  a pa- 
triot of  the  Revolution,  who,  says  family  tradition, 
served  for  a time  as  a body  guard  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. 

(IV)  Willis  Covell,  son  of  Ebenezer  (2),  born 
in  Thompson,  Conn.,  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of 
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1812-15.  He  married  Lydia  Perrin,  of  Wood- 
stock,  Conn,  (her  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Raymond),  and  they  were  residents  of  Killingly, 
Their  children  were  : Susan  ; INIary  Ann  ; George 
W. ; Lydia  P. ; Lucy,  who  married  Reuben  S.  Rouse, 
(deceased),  and  lives  at  No.  866  Atwells  avenue; 
Harriett  Mariah  (deceased),  wife  of  Orrin  Par- 
sons, of  Thompson,  Conn. ; Charlotte,  who  died 
when  voung;  and  William  Henry,  born  Jan.  27, 
1836. 

(IV)  Ziba  Covell,  son  of  Sampson,  born  June 
14,  1787,  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  married,  Jan.  i,  1815, 
Ann  W.  Crandall.  Mr.  Covell  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
trucking . business.  He  died  Oct.  4,  1876,  aged 
eighty-nine  years. 

(V.)  William  H.  Covell,  son  of  Willis  and 
Lydia  (Perrin),  some  forty  years  ago  came  to  the 
vicinity  of  Providence,  where,  through  his  tact, 
keen  business  ability  and  energy,  he  succeeded  in 
his  undertakings,  and  became  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  Providence.  He  was  senior  member  of  the 
firm  -of  William  H.  Covell  & Co.,  dealers  in  hay, 
grain,  wood,  coal,  etc.,  and  a number  of  times  served 
his  community  in  various  public  official  relations  of 
trust  and  honor.  Mr.  Covell  was  born  Jan.  27, 
1836,  in  the  town  of  Thompson,  Conn.  His  boy- 
hood was  passed  as  was  the  custom  of  that  period 
for  the  sons  of  the  general  farmer — assisting  with 
the  work  of  the  farm  in  season,  and  in  attendance 
at  the  neighborhood  school  through  the  winters. 
This  schooling  was  later  supplemented  by  study  in 
the  Thompson  (Conn.)  Academy  and  the  East 
Greenwich  (R.  I.)  Seminary,  excellent  institutions 
of  learning.  From  1858  to  1861  young  Covell  was 
occupied  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Thompson, 
Conn.,  and  in  the  latter  year  engaged  in  a general 
produce,  meat  and  poultry  business,  continuing  the 
same  until  1866.  In  the  last  named  year  he  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Olneyville,  Rhode  Island. 
Here,  associated  with  J\Ir.  R.  S.  Rouse,  his  brother- 
in-law,  he  began  a business  career  which  was  one 
of  marked  success.  These  gentlemen  commenced 
a grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  S. 
Rouse  & Co.,  which  they  conducted  as  partners  un- 
til May,  1871.  In  October  following  Mr.  Covell 
opened  a new  store  in  the  same  line  and  in  the  same 
village,  which  he  carried  on  under  the  firm  style 
of  William  H.  Covell  & Co.,  until  in  the  late  seven- 
ties, when  owing  to  failing  health  he  for  a period 
discontinued  business.  Near  the  close  of  that  same 
decade,  in  1878,  associated  with  S.  N.  Davis,  Mr. 
Covell  resumed  business  under  the  old  firm  name  of 
William  H.  Covell  & Co.,  this  time  establishing 
himself  at  No.  589  Atwells  avenue,  formerly  known 
as  the  Cove  store  and  carried  on  by  the  Richmond 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  at  the  same  location 
is  still  carried  on  the  business  of  the  concern. 

Through  all  these  years  of  incessant  vigilance 
and  care  Mr.  Covell  developed  an  extensive  busi- 
ness and  so  conducted  it  and  so  managed  all  of 


his  own  affairs  that  his  fellow  citizens  frequently 
called  him  to  look  after  the  public  afifairs  of  the 
community  and  to  represent  them  in  State  affairs. 
His  political  affiliations  were  with  the  Republican 
party.  In  1873  1874  he  was  a member  of  the 

Town  Council  of  North  Providence,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  was  a trustee  of  North  Providence 
School  District  No.  8,  now  the  Tenth  ward  of  the 
City  of  Providence.  In  1878,  1879  1880  he 

was  a member  of  the  School  committee  of  Provi- 
dence. He  was  elected  to  the  common  council  of 
Providence  in  1883,  and  again  in  the  successive 
six  years  from  1888  to  1893  i a member  of  the 
committee  on  Highways  for  six  }-ears  and  chair- 
man of  it  for  four  years ; served  on  the  Railroad 
committee  for  three  years ; Finance  committee  for 
three  years ; Lights  for  one  year  and  also  on  the 
committee  of  City  Engineers’  Department  for  three 
years.  In  1888  he  was  appointed  on  a committee 
to  purchase  land  for  sewerage  purposes,  and  con- 
tinued service  thereon  for  .the  years  1900-1905,  in- 
clusive. He  also  served  on  committees  to  confer 
with  owners  of  the  shore  between  Hill's  wharf 
and  Sassafras  Point,  relative  to  improved  navi- 
gation ; to  examine  and  report  relative  to  taxation 
upon  special  franchises ; to  confer  with  owners  of 
real  estate  relative  to  the  widening  of  Elmwood 
avenue,  and  other  important  committees.  In  1899, 
IMr.  Covell  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen,  from  the  Tenth  ward,  and  was  annually 
re-elected  to  that  position  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  the  board  of  aldermen  he  served  on  the 
committee  on  Streets,  1901 -1902- 1904,  and  also  on 
the  committee  on  Police  for  the  years  1901  and 
1903,  being  chairman  of  the  latter  committee  for 
1903.  Mr.  Covell  was  urged  by  his  friends  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  always  re- 
fused. In  1886-87,  1891-92,  and  again  in  1894- 
95,  he  was  a representative  from  his  community 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  serving- 
on  the  committees  on  Finance  and  Judiciary,  and  in 
1892  he  was  appointed  on  a committee  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  public  high- 
ways of  the  State.  Mr.  Covell  was  the  candidate 
of  his  party  for  Mayor,  in  1896,  but  on  account  of 
a re-actionary  movement  in  politics  (in  no  way  re- 
formatory) failed  of  an  election..  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Young  Men’s  Republican  Club  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  Mount  Pleasant  Republican  Club 
of  the  Tenth  ward.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Butchers  and  Marketmen’s  Association  of  Provi- 
dence, and  he  served  as  president  of  the  Olney- 
ville Business  Men’s  Association.  He.  died  June 
2,  1906. 

No  adequate  conception  of  the  private  life  and 
public  character  and  services  of  the  late  William 
H.  Covell  can  be  obtained  from  merely  biographi- 
cal data.  To  those  who  had  known  him  intimately 
for  half  a century  or  more,  and  to  those  who  had 
only  occasionally  met  him,  he  presented  the  same 
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impression  of  a rare  personality — a personality 
with  a large  heart,  broad  sympathies  and  broader 
charities.  The  following  quotation  from  the 
Providence  Journal  of  June  3,  1906,  presents  most 
faithfully  and  completely  his  public  character  and 
services,  and  by  the  same  token  typifies  every  phase 
of  his  life;  "Mr.  Coveil  was  born  to  the  career 
which  opened  up  before  him  as  naturally  as  the 
water  attracts  a duck.  His  personality,  open- 
heartedness, and  the  stamp  of  genuineness  that 
marked  his  every  action  and  prompted  him  to  do 
everything  that  he  attempted  thoroughly,  were  his 
stock  in  trade.  He  believed  that  what  was  worth 
doing  at  all  was  worth  doing  well.  It  was  not  the 
fear  of  criticism  that  kept  him  everlastingly  at 
things.  He  simply  could  not  help  it.  It  was  not 
the  ambition  to  attain  popularity  that  prompted 
him  to  manifest  a personal  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  fellow  men,  or  to  aid  them  with  advice  and 
material  assistance  when  he  believed  they  needed 
it.  It  was  his  way.  He  never  proff'ered  his  valued 
counsels  or  assistance  in  the  hope  of  receiving 
benefit  himself  from  the  bread  thus  cast  upon  the 
waters.  He  would  have  felt  that  he  had  been 
remiss  if  he  had  allowed  an  opportunity  to  go  by. 

"Mdth  these  attributes  so  prominent  in  his 
make-up,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  people  of  the’ 
Tenth  ward  came  to  depend  upon  Alderman  Co- 
vell  for  almost  everything.  In  every  vicissitude 
of  life,  when  they  suffered  reverses  or  needed  ad- 
vice, they  came  to  him.  He  was  considered  by 
everyone  in  the  ward  as  the  best  man  to  go  to  in 
trouble,  and  he  always  had  a word  of  good  cheer 
to  off’er  and  was  ready  with  assistance  if  necessary. 
In  politics  and  in  business  his  word  was  held  to 
be  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  whatever  he  promised 
was  invariably  fulfilled  to  the  best  of  his  ability.” 
Descended  from  an  excellent  line  of  patriotic  an- 
•cestry,  fulfilling  to  the  utmost  all  the  opportunities 
that  came  to  him  during  a comparatively  long  and 
a very  useful  life,  j\lr.  Covell  presented  to  the 
youth  of  to-day  a career  which  was,  in  all  respects, 
the  highest  expression  of  exemplary  citizenship. 

On  June  2,  1858,  Mr.  Coveil  married  Mary 
Jane  Davis,  daughter  of  Marvin  Davis,  of  Thomp- 
son, Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Agnes  M.,  Alice  L.,  Lucy  F.  (a  teacher 
in  the  IMesser  Street  Kindergarten  school)  and 
William  H.,  Jr. 

J0XAT1I.-\N  llATTVF,  one  of  Woonsocket's 
self-made  uien  and  highly  esteemed  citizens,  and 
for  over  fifty  years  a resident  cf  the  city  and  its 
vicinity,  is  now  living  a retired  life  in  the  1 lemon 
district,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  his  home. 
Mr.  Ikittye  was  horn  May  6,  1834,  in  the  i)arish  of 
Huddersfield,  Yorkshire,  Ifngland. 

The  llattye  family  are  old  residents  of  that  sec- 
tion of  Yorkshire,  where  for  four  generations  they 
were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods. 
John  llattye,  grandfather  of  Jonathan,  was  en- 


gaged in  that  business,  doing  his  weaving  by  hand, 
and  employing  others  in  his  business.  His  son, 
Abraham  Battye,  owned  and  operated  the  Victoria 
Woolen  Mills  at  Holmfirth,  his  son,  William,  con- 
ducting the  business. 

Joseph  Battye,  son  of  John,  was  born  at  Holm- 
firth, Y'orkshire,  in  1779,  and  there  he  received  his 
education.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  a 
business  which  he  followed  all  of  his  life  at  Hinrh- 
liffe  IMills,  a village  near  Holmfirth.  He  died  Ajufil 
7,  1847,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  little  chinch 
yard  beside  Holmbridge  Church,  at  Holmfirth.  His 
wife,  Ann  Holden,  daughter  of  Rev.  Paul  Hold'^n, 
died  at  her  home,  July  4,  1862,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  Above  the  grave  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Battye  stands  a magnificent  monument  of  Scotch 
granite,  erected  to  their  memory  by  their  only  liv- 
ing child,  Jonathan  Battye,  in  1900,  while  he  was 
on  a visit  to  Europe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Battye  were 
both  memhers  of  the  Church  of  England.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  them : Henry  and  Martha 
died  young;  Mary  married  James  Grant;  z\nn  and 
Hannah  were  twins,  the  former  marrying  James 
Ifittlewood,  and  dying  in  1905,  in  Yorkshire,  aged 
eighty  years,  and  the  latter  died  young ; Harriet 
married  Henry  Kaye,  and  both  died  in  Yorkshire ; 
Sarah  married  Charles  Littlewood,  of  the  same 
place;  Joseph  died  in  Lancashire;  and  Jonathan. 

Jonathan  Battye  attended  a private  school,  and 
was  but  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died.  He  had  started  to  work  the  year  before  in  the 
finishing  room  of  his  uncle’s  woolen  mills,  and  re- 
ceived five  shillings  per  week  for  his  labor.  At  this 
he  continued  until  1852,  when,  not  seeing  any  pros- 
pect of  advancement,  and  having  a brother-in-law 
and  sister  in  the  State  of  New  YMrk,  he  resolved  to 
come  to  America  in  order  to  better  his  condition. 
His  brother-in-law,  James  Grant,  sent  him  the 
price  of  passage,  and  in  September,  1852,  he  left 
his  mother  and  family,  sailing  with  300  other  pas- 
sengers from  Liverpool  on  the  “Charles  Holmes,” 
Captain  Cunningham,  master.  After  many  davs  at 
sea,  and  500  miles  from  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land, the  ship  was  wrecked  in  a gale,  losing  rudder, 
masts  and  most  of  the  drinking  water,  which  had 
been  in  casks  on  deck.  Many  of  the  crew  were  lost, 
and  the  passengers,  principally  old  men  and  women 
and  young  children,  died  daily  from  exposure. 
Those  who  were  able  to  work  were  put  at  the  jiumps 
in  order  to  keep  the  vessel  afloat,  and  after  several 
weeks  of  drifting,  during  which  time  the  disabled 
vessel  picked  up  a number  of  shipwrecked  sailors 
from  Greenland  whalers,  they  were  picked  up  by  an 
Irish  vessel,  and  towed  into  Oueenstown,  Ireland. 
After  a two-weeks’  stay  in  Oueenstown,  Mr.  Battye 
returned  to  his  home,  suffering  from  ship-fever, 
but  on  .Se])t.  20,  1853,  he  again  started  for  Amer- 
ica. sailing  from  Liveri)ool  on  the  “North  Amer- 
ica,” Ca])tain  Clark,  and  after  a voyage  of  seven 
weeks,  landed  in  New  York,  Nov.  5,  1853,  thence 
making  his  way  to  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
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Grant,  at  Catskill,  N.  Y.  He  found  employ  ment  in 
a woolen  mill  owned  by  a ]\Ir.  Swan,  of  which  his 
brother-in-law  was  superintendent,  and  he  con- 
tinued there  for  five  months,  all  the  wages  he  re- 
ceived being  five  dollars,  as  the  manufacturer 
failed,  and  was  unable  to  pay  his  help.  Feeling 
somewhat  discouraged,  Mr.  Battye  left  New  York, 
and  went  to  Massachusetts,  locating  in  Millville  in 
1854,  where  he  worked  as  a weaver  in  the  mill  of 
Edward  Hall  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  came  to  Woonsocket,  and  engaged  in  work 
as  a carpenter,  although  he  had  never  learned  the 
trade.  He  engaged  with  the  late  Edward  Harris, 
and  did  work  on  the  Harris  Hall  (now  the  City 
Hall),  but  after  three  years  spent  at  this  trade  re- 
turned to  the  mill  as  a weaver.  He  then  went  to 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  in  1865  became  superintend- 
ent of  a mill.  From  there  he  went  to  Eagleville  as 
a designer  for  some  years,  and  he  continued  that 
occupation  at  Uxbridge,  in  Daniel  W.  Tafft’s 
woolen  mill,  for  eight  years.  In  1876  he  returned 
to  Woonsocket,  giving  up  the  mill  business  for  that 
of  a grocery  on  Bernon  street.  He  commenced  on 
a small  scale,  but  by  strict  attention  to  his  work  he 
soon  built  up  a successful  business,  building  a store 
on  Front  and  Pine  streets,  and  was  there  engaged 
in  business  for  thirteen  years,  during  which  time 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  real  estate  line  in 
the  Bernon  district.  He  built  a fine  block,  including 
stores  and  tenements,  also  a fine  home  on  Greene 
street,  which  he  remodeled  at  a large  expense.  He 
is  one  of  the  largest  tax-payers  of  the  Bernon  dis- 
trict. Since  he  has  sold  his  grocery  business  to  his 
son-in-law,  William  Osborne,  who  still  conducts  it, 
Mr.  Battye  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  real  estate  business. 

Mr.  Battye,  now  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  can 
look  back  at  a life  well  spent  and  successful.  Be- 
ginning life  a poor  lad,  he  was  beset  with  hard- 
ships, difficulties  and  discouragements  from  the 
first,  but  with  characteristic  energy  and  stubborn 
enterprise  he  continued  in  his  determination  to  suc- 
ceed, and  his  perseverance  has  finally  been  re- 
warded. His  wife,  who  has  been  his  willing  and 
faithful  help-mate  for  over  fifty  years,  he  found  a 
true  counsellor  and  friend.  Mr.  Battye  was  al- 
ways a stanch  Republican,  and  has  always  sup- 
ported the  principles  of  that  party.  Fie  served  as  a 
member  of  the  old  town  council  for  two  terms,  and 
when  the  city  was  incorporated  was  made  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Business  Men’s  Association,  and  during  his  con- 
nection with  the  city  council  did  much  to  build  up 
and  improve  the  city.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Highways  and  Bridges  committees  and  of  the  Police 
committee,  and  a member  of  the  committee  that 
constructed  River  street  and  Wood  street  bridges. 
In  1889  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  assessors ; 
served  as  a member  of  School  District  No.  9 for 


a period  of  twenty  years,  and  was  clerk  of  the 
board.  He  was  often  asked  by  his  friends  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  always 
declined  the  honor,  believing  it  would  interfere  with 
his  business.  Mr.  Battye  is  not  identified  with  any 
church,  but  attends  the  St.  James  Episcopal,  of 
which  his  daughters  are  members.  He  is  frater- 
nally connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Woon- 
socket, Edward  Harris  Lodge,  No.  200,  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Society  of  IMresters  of 
America. 

On  July  9,  1856,  Mr.  Battye  was  married  at  the 
Episcopal  parsonage,  by  the  late  Rev.  Baylies  Tal- 
bott, to  IMary  Halliwell,  a true  Christian  woman, 
born  in  Lancashire,  England,  Sept.  28,  1834,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Halliwell.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Battye,  five  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity : Louise  Isabelle,  born  Nov.  20,  1857, 
married  in  December,  1876,  Edward  Burlingame, 
a carpenter,  and  they  reside  at  Union  Village ; 
Alice  Biance,  born  April  29,  i860,  married  John 
Daniel  Griffith,  and  resides  in  North  Adams,  Mass. ; 
Emma  Estelle,  born  Aug.  10,  1862,  died  July  27, 
1864;  Etta  Ann,  born  July  19,  1867,  married  Wil- 
liam Augustus  Osborne,  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  and  they  reside  on  Greene  street ; Eva 
Edna,  born  Nov.  24,  1867,  is  a school  teacher;  and 
Wendell  Jonathan,  born  Nov.  9,  1874,  is  a designer 
and  resides  at  North  Adams,  Mass.,  where  he  mar- 
ried, Nov.  9,  1899,  Grace  E.  Jillson. 

In  1889  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Battye  took  a trip  to 
Europe,  visiting  the  Paris  Exposition,  and  their 
native  home,  in  all  spending  four  months  in  travel. 
In  1900  they  made  a similar  trip,  and  it  was  while 
on  this  trip  that  Mr.  Battye  paid  his  last  respects 
to  his  dead  parents. 

SAYLES.  The  Sayles  family  in  Burrillville 
(line  of  Angell)  is  descended  from  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Rhode  Island.  It  is  represented  in  the 
present  time  by  two  brothers,  Elisha  D.  and  Her- 
bert Austin  Sayles,  sons  of  Angell. 

(I)  John  Sayles,  who,  says  tradition,  came 
from  England  in  1645,  is  of  record  at  Providence 
in  1651,  became  a freeman  in  1655.  He  subse- 
quently held  various  public  offices,  and  was  a man 
of  property  and  distinction.  He  married  in  1650, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Roger  Williams. 

(II)  John  Sayles  (2),  .son  of  John,  married 
Elizabeth  Olney,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  Thomas  Olney,  the  ancestor  of 
the  family  in  America. 

(III)  Richard  Sayles,  son  of  John  (2),  mar- 
ried IMercy  Phillips. 

(IV)  Israel  Sayles,  son  of  Richard,  married 
IMarsa  Whipple.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary service.  Among  his  children  was  a son, 
Daniel,  who  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Albert 
H.  and  Fred  L.  Sayles,  of  Pascoag. 
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(V)  Elisha  Sayles,  son  of  Israel,  was  born  in 
1757,  in  Glocester,  now  Bnrrillville,  and  settled  at 
what  is  now  h'ountain  Square,  in  the  village  of  Pas- 
coag.  He  was  a very  large  landholder,  most  of  the 
village  being  laid  out  on  land  he  at  one  time  owned. 
In  addition  to  bis  farming  he  also  operated  a grist- 
mill. He  saw  service  for  a short  time  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army.  Elisha  Sayles  was  a man  of  in- 
tluence  and  importance  in  the  community,  being 
known  as  a plain,  out-spoken  man  and  one  of  strong 
convictions.  He  died  July  4,  1846,  and  his  wife, 
Lydia  Angell,  Dec.  16,  1836,  aged  seventy  years, 
five  months,  twenty-si.K  days.  Their  children  were : 
Cyrus,  horn  Dec.  27,  1789;  Charles,  Oct.  16,  1791 1 
I're'elove,  Nov.  3,  1793;  Avis,  Nov.  13,  1796;  Whip- 
ple, Xov.  9,  1798;  Sarah,  March  27,  1801;  Amey, 
June  3,  1803;  Calista,  Sept.  25,  1805;  Angell,  June 
20,  1808;  and  Horatio,  May  16,  1811. 

(\T)  Angell  S.\yle.s,  son  of  Elisha,  was  born 
June  20,  1808,  at  the  homestead  on  Fountain 
Scjuare,  Pascoag,  in  the  house  yet  standing,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright in  addition  to  carrying  on  extensive  farm- 
ing operations.  His  father  for  many  years  suffered 
from  poor  health  and  in  early  manhood  Angell 
Sayles  displayed  such  marked  business  talent  that 
his  father  turned  over  the  management  of  the 
property  to  him.  Angell  Sayles  inherited  consid- 
erable property  in  the  village,  and  by  judicious 
management  thereof  he  increased  the  value  of  his 
estate  to  such  an  extent  that  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  took  rank  among  the  substantial  men  of  the 
town.  He  was  for  many  years  until  his  death  a direc- 
tor of  the  I'ascoag  National  Bank  and  of  the  Pas- 
cf'ag  Savings  Bank.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican.  He  held  a number  of  town 
offices,  including  those  of  member  of  the  town 
council  and  overseer  of  the  poor,  serving  in  the 
latter  office  for  many  years.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Free  Whll  Bai)tist  Society,  taking  a 
deej)  interest  in  religious  matters  and  contributing 
freely  to  the  sup])ort  of  the  church.  He  laid  out 
Sayles  avenue  in  Pascoag,  the  street  running 
through  his  projK'rty  and  being  named  for  him. 
( )n  Sept.  5,  1832,  .\ngell  Sayles  was  married  to 
Sarah  Sweet  Ballou,  born  April  26,  1807,  in  Bur- 
rillvillc,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Brown) 
Ballou,  and  a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation 
of  IMaturin  Ballou,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
.\mcrica,  her  lineage  down  being  through  James, 
son  of  Maturin,  Obadiah,  Daniel,  Jose])h  and  Dan- 
iel. Mrs.  Sayles  survived  her  husband  a number  of 
vears  and  died  Jan.  20,  1891.  She  was  a devoted 
wife  and  mother,  of  superior  Christian  character 
and  was  kind-hearted  and  charitable.  She  was  ever 
fond  of  doing  something  for  others,  possessing  a 
‘ weet  disposition  that  endeared  her  to  all. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  hlrs.  Angell 
Sayles  were  as  follows:  (i)  Charles  IT.,  born  Oct. 
7,  1833,  is  a merebant  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.  He  mar- 
ried Alice  A.  Tillinghast,  and  has  children  : Emma 


L.,  born  IMarch  17,  1858;  Orlando  A.,  born  June  23, 

1860,  died  Oct.  23,  1864;  Horace  E.,  born  Dec.  8, 

1861,  is  a Baptist  clergyman;  Lucy  B.,  born  Sept. 

10,  1863;  Herbert  L.,  born  ]\Iay  8,  1868;  and  Sa- 
die L.,  born  April  29,  1873,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ar- 
thur IMartindale,  of  Jackson,  Mich.  (2)  Josephine 
IM.,  born  Nov.  13,  1835,  is  Ihe  wife  of  Deacon 
Whipple  W'alling,  and  resides  at  Pascoag.  (3) 
Lydia,  born  Jan.  ii,  1838,  died  Feb.  7,  1856.  (4) 

Alary  B.,  born  Nov.  17,  1840,  married  Millard  F. 
Cutler,  a successful  business  man  of  Pittsford, 
Alich.,  and  has  children:  William  A.,  born  Nov. 
24,  1871  ; and  Alvin  S.,  March  19,  1879.  (5)  Juli- 

ette E.,  born  April  8,  1844,  resides  at  Bridgeton, 
town  of  Bnrrillville,  and  is  the  widow  of  the  late 
Hon.  Addison  S.  Hopkins,  who  was  owner  of  the 
Hopkins  Machine  works,  and  one  of  the  leading 
and  best-known  citizens  of  the  town,  holding  many 
public  offices,  including  several  terms  in  the  State 
Senate,  and  also  being  a member  of  the  staff  of 
Governor  Ladd.  Air.  and  Airs.  Hopkins  had  three 
children:  Waldo  A.,  born  Feb.  13,  1874;  Horatio 
A.,  Oct.  I,  1879;  and  Whnifred  S.,  Nov.  2,  1882. 
(6)  Elisha  D.  was  born  Feb.  i,  1846.  (7)  Orlando 

Al..  born  Jan.  26,  1848,  died  July  29,  1849.  (8) 

Herbert  Austin  was  born  Dec.  i,  1850. 

(VII)  Elisha  D.  Sayles,  who  with  his 
brother  Herbert  Austin  Sayles,  of  Providence,  are 
the  only  surviving  male  members  of  the  children 
of  Angell  Sayles  in  the  State,  was  born  Feb.  i, 

1846,  at  Pascoag,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  village  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  began  to  learn  tbe  trade  of  house  and  carriage 
painter  by  serving  an  apprenticeship,  and  then  fol- 
lowed his  trade  quite  successfully  for  over  thirty 
years,  doing  a great  deal  of  work  in  his  line,  and  at 
times  employing  a number  of  assistants.  He  did 
the  largest  business  of  its  kind  in  the  town.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  he  retired  from  that  work,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  real  estate  interests.  He  is  a large  property 
owner,  and  has  laid  out  some  of  the  streets  of  the 
village,  including  Park  Place.  ATr.  Sayles  is  a Re- 
publican in  ])olitical  belief,  but  has  never  cared  for 
nor  sought  public  office,  although  he  is  much  inter- 
ested in  having  competent  men  elected  thereto.  He 
is  a charter  member  of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  33,  I. 
O.  O.  E.,  having  been  through  all  the  chairs  in  ihe 
lodge,  and  is  also  connected  with  Pascoag  Council 
of  the  New  England  Workmen.  He  is  a public- 
spirited  citizen,  active  in  all  movements  for  the 
public  good,  and  when  the  electric  light  plant  was 
erected  was  a member  of  the  committee,  taking  a 
very  active  jiart  in  its  completion.  As  was  his  fa- 
ther he  is  deeply  interested  in  religious  work,  and  is 
serving  as  president  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  So- 
ciety. ITe  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Pascoag  Ceme- 
tery Association. 

On  AT ay  19,  1867,  Elisha  D.  Sayles  was  married 
in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  to  Alary  E.  Spink,  born  Aug.  25, 

1847,  in  that  town,  daughter  of  William  W.  and 
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Mary  (Miller)  Spink,  the  latter  being-  a grand- 
daughter of  Nathaniel  Greene,  and  a descendant 
or  John  Greene,  Surgeon,  the  ancestor  of  this  fa- 
mous Rhode  Island  family. 

(\'II)  Herbert  Austin  Sayles,  youngest 
member  of  the  family  of  Angell  Sayles,  was  born 
Dec.  I,  1850,  in  Pascoag,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  Pas- 
coag high  school.  After  leaving  school  he  began 
his  uiercantile  career  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Pot- 
ter & Salisbury  at  Pascoag,  remaining  there  until 
1875,  when  he  came  to  Providence  and  became  a 
clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  Smith  & Drown, 
where  he  remained  for  one  year.  After  a short  pe- 
riod spent  in  his  native  village  he  returned  to 
Providence,  and  there  purchased  the  market  and 
grocery  of  Stephen  T.  Williams,  which  was  located 
at  the  corner  of  Bridgham  and  Lester  streets.  Four 
years  later  Mr.  Sayles  disposed  of  his  business  and 
a few  months  later  established  a new  business  on 
Westminster  street,  opposite  Dexter.  A few  years 
later,  in  April,  1886,  he  removed  to  his  present  lo- 
cation, No.  8 Cranston  street,  taking  a vacant 
room  and  establishing  a trade  which  has  constantly 
increased,  he  now  having  the  leading  market  and 
provision  business  in  that  section  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Sayles  laid  out  and  named  Irving  avenue  in  Pas- 
coag. He  is  a Republican  in  his  political  belief, 
but  has  never  cared  for  office.  He  is  a member  of 
Granite  Lodge,  No.  33,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Pascoag,  the 
Irocjuois  Society  at  Providence,  and  the  Butchers’ 
Association,  of  which  he  served  as  vice-president 
for  three  years,  and  as  a member  of  the  executive 
board  for  a number  of  years. 

On  Feb.  5,  1877,  Sayles  was  married  to 
Ella  M.  Perrj^  of  Pascoag,  born  July  28,  1855, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  D.  Perry,  now  a resident  of 
Providence.  To  this  union  there  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Irving  Dwight,  born  Nov.  28, 
1880,  and  Mildred  Ethel,  April  17,  1895. 

(VIII)  Irving  Dwight  Sayles  graduated 
from  the  Providence  high  school  in  1899,  and  at- 
tended the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  one 
year.  In  January,  1901,  he  entered  the  Earnscliffe 
Worsted  Mills  and  served  five  years,  learning  the 
woolen  manufacturing  business.  He  is  corres- 
ponding secretary  of  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  a chari- 
table organization  and  auxiliary  to  the  All  Saints 
Memorial  Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Edge- 
Avood  Yacht  Club. 

JOB  SCOTT  STEERE,  Jr.,  deceased.  Seldom 
does  a death  cause  such  a widespread  feeling  of 
genuine  sorrow  and  regret  in  a community  as  did 
that  of  Job  Scott  Steere,  Jr.,  of  Harrisville,  town 
clerk  and  clerk  of  probate  of  the  town  of  Burrill- 
ville,  and  a beloved  citizen.  He  descended  from 
the  Smithfield  branch  of  the  Steere  family,  and 
from  John  Steere,  who  is  of  record  in  Providence 
in  1660. 

Shadrach  Steere,  grandfather  of  Job  S.,  was 


born  Aug.  17,  1779,  in  what  is  now  North  Smith- 
field,  and  resided  there  until  about  1803,  when  he 
exchanged  his  property  in  that  locality  for  a farm 
in  Burrillville,  located  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
village  of  Harrisville,  and  there  resided  the  rest 
of  his  life,  dying  Jan.  8,  1870.  For  many  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  making  of  wood-turned 
articles,  such  as  spinning-wheels,  chairs,  and  fork 
and  hoe  handles,  having  a shop  on  his  farm.  The 
house  he  occupied  was  the  residence  of  the  late 
Job  W.  Steere,  and  was  built  in  1795  by  Judge 
Daniel  Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  an  uncle  of  Shad- 
rach Steere,  the  latter  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Shadrach  Steere  received  a good  educa- 
tion in  his  youth,  being  in  attendance  at  a select 
school  at  Slatersville,  kept  by  Elisha  Fountain.  He 
was  a well-read  man  of  wide  information,  was 
pious  and  possessed  of  the  highest  ideals  of  in- 
tegrity, being  most  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 
He  was  married  in  June,  1812,  to  Mary  Fowler, 
born  March  12,  1791,  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  daugh- 
ter of  Bernard  and  Rebecca  (Mowry)  Fowler,  and 
granddaughter  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Mowry  of  Smith- 
field,  a noted  man  of  his  day.  Dr.  Jonathan  Mowry 
married  Deborah  Wing,  and  they  were  both 
preachers  in  the  Friends  Society.  Jonathan  was 
the  seventh  son  of  his  parents  and  had  an  extensive 
reputation  as  a doctor.  His  father  was  Uriah, 
who  was  a son  of  Henry,  whose  father  was  Na- 
thaniel, son  of  Roger  Mowry,  the  first  of  the  name 
to  settle  in  Rhode  Island.  Mrs.  Mary  (Fowler) 
Steere  died  Aug.  8,  1873,  and  was  buried  beside 
her  husband  in  the  Friends  cemetery  at  Mapleville. 
She  and  her  husband  had  children  as  follows  : ( i ) 

Gilbert,  born  March  15,  1813,  married  Edna  Sweet, 
and  was  engaged  in  various  business  enterprises, 
becoming  a successful  man ; his  death  occurred  in 
North  Hoosac,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  24,  1890.  (2)  Jona- 

than M.,  born  Feb.  18,  1815,  was  a school  teacher 
and  died  Jan.  4,  1838,  at  Newby’s  Bridge,  N.  C., 
unmarried.  (3)  Robert,  born  Aug.  9,  1816,  was  a 
school  teacher  in  early  life,  and  later  a merchant 
in  Providence,  but  in  1857  located  in  the  West, 
where  he  resided  for  many  years.  He  married 
Abby  Wilbur,  and  died  in  Mandarin,  Fla.,  Aug.  i, 
1880.  (4)  Anthony,  born  Nov.  15,  1818,  married 

Susanna  Pooke,  and  was  first  a merchant  at 
Georgiaville,  later  purchasing  the  Mountaindale 
Mills  in  Smithfield,  and  subsequently  becoming 
associated  with  his  father-in-law,  William  Pooke, 
in  the  manufacturing  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Pooke  & Steere;  he  died  Oct.  17,  18/O.  (5) 

Thomas  E.,  born  Sept.  12,  1820,  married  Rebecca 
Wing,  was  a school  teacher,  and  later  engaged  in 
the  carpet  business  in  Providence,  but  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Feb.  22,  1873,  was  a dry  goods  mer- 
chant. (6)  Daniel,  born  May  25,  1823,  married 
Mary  Wilson,  and  is  a retired  mechanic  and  boss 
finisher  residing  at  Greenville.  (7)  Job  Scott  was 
born  Feb.  19,  1825.  '(8)  Isaac,  born  Oct.  17,  1826, 
married  Avis  Battey,  and  was  a farmer  on  the 
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homestead  farm  in  Burrillville,  where  he  died 
March  3,  1905.  (,9)  Rachel,  born  Jan.  5,  1829,  re- 

sides at  the  homestead.  (loj  Rebecca  A.,  born 
May  15,  1834,  married  (first)  Martin  \'.  Inman, 
and  (second)  Calvin  R.  Rockwood,  and  is  now  a 
widow,  re.siding  in  Union  Village,  Rhode  Island. 

Job  Scott  Steere  was  born  in  Burrillville,  Ueb. 
19,  1825,  on  the  farm  above  mentioned,  and  when 
a young  man  became  associated  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  William  Tinkham,  they  forming  a partner- 
ship in  July,  1853,  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolens  at  Mapleville.  They  remained  there  until 
1856,  when  they  located  at  Harrisville,  and  in 
1873  i\lr.  Steere  disposed  of  his  interest,  later  re- 
moving to  Providence,  where  he  lived  retired  un- 
til his  death,  March  28,  1895.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Friends  Society.  Mr.  Steere  married  Eliza 
Waterman  Tinkham,  born  in  Glocester,  in  1828, 
daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Alzada  (Andrews) 
Tinkham,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Providence, 
May  9,  1902,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  her 
age.  They  had  one  son.  Job  Scott  Steere,  Jr. 

Job  Scott  Steere,  Jr.,  was  born  March  12, 
1863,  at  Harrisville,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Providence.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  school  at  Plarrisville, 
as  well  as  the  Friends’  school  at  Providence,  ac- 
quiring a business  education  at  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton’s Business  College.  He  then  engaged  as  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  mill  of  his  uncle,  Ellison  Tink- 
ham, at  Carolina,  R.  I.,  and  later  spent  four  years 
as  bookkeeper  for  William  Tinkham  at  Plarrisville. 
He  next  became  treasury  clerk  of  the  Providence 
(S:  Springfield  Railroad,  but  afterward  engaged 
with  Arnold  & Perkins  at  Bridgeton,  as  bookkeeper. 
He  was  elected  to  the  position  of  town  clerk  and 
clerk  of  probate  of  Burrillville  in  June,  1893,  and 
received  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  filling  these  po- 
sitions with  honor  and  dignity  until  his  death.  He 
was  a stanch  Republican,  and  also  served  the  town 
as  a member  of  the  town  council,  tax  assessor  and 
member  of  the  school  committee.  Pie  also  held  the 
])Osition  of  assistant  justice  of  the  Ninth  Judicial 
District  Court.  i\lr.  Steere  was  a memebr  of  Gran- 
ite Lodge,  No.  26,  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  and  Scituate 
Chapter,  R.  A.  iM.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the 
IMiversalist  Church. 

On  April  22,  1891,  ]\Ir.  Job  Scott  Steere,  Jr.,  was 
married  to  Mabel  Rutb  Yates,  born  Oct.  13,  i868, 
in  Sterling.  i\lass..  daugbter  of  Clarendon  aiul 
Mary  PP  (Taft)  Yates,  and  granddaughter  of 
Norris  and  Rowena  (Sherman)  Yates.  Claren- 
don Yates  was  a native  of  Douglass,  iMass.,  and  his 
wife  of  Burrillville,  she  being  tbe  daugbter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  A.  (Walling)  Taft.  Mrs.  Steere, 
from  the  age  of  eight  years,  made  her  home  with 
her  uncle,  Sumner  Sherman,  in  Burrillville,  and 
completed  her  education  at  the  Friends  school, 
teaching  school  at  Harrisville  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage. Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Steere:  Edith  Tinkham,  born  Jan.  5,  1892;  and 
Helen  Alzada,  Jan.  22,  1894. 

Job  S.  Steere,  Jr.,  remained  active  in  his  duties 
until  a few  weeks  before  his  death,  although  he  was 
a sufferer  for  years  from  poor  health.  He  was  a 
very  capable  man,  a faithful  public  servant  and  an 
exemplary  citizen.  H(^  was  popular  with  all,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  he  had  an  enemy.  He  died  Nov. 
24,  1897,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  the 
village  of  Harmony,  town  of  Glocester. 

HENRY  M.  WILSON.  The  Wilson  or  \\  ill- 
son  family  is  one  of  the  old  settled  fami- 
lies of  Rhode  Island,  in  which  State  various  mem- 
bers of  the  family  have  held  prominent  positions  ia 
the  business  and  social  circles  of  tbeir  different 
communities.  Middletown  has  in  the  personage  of 
Henry  M.  Wilson  a worthy  and  honored  represen- 
tative of  this  family,  who  has  been  for  a number 
of  years  successfully  engaged  in  tbe  nursery  busi- 
ness in  that  town.  Air.  Wilson  is  a descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Benjamin  Willson,, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Taunton,  Alas- 
sachusetts. 

(I)  Benjamin  Willson,  the  progenitor  of  the. 
Wilson  family  of  this  review,  was  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Taunton,  A lass.,  where  he  is  of  record, 
in  1638. 

(II)  Benjamin  Willson  (2),  son  of  Benjamin,, 
married  Elizabeth,  and  was  'at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,, 
as  early  as  1698.  There  his  children  were  recorded, 
as  follows:  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  8,  1698;  Re- 
beckah,  born  Jan.  20,  1701  ; Hannah,  born  Oct.  7,. 
1702:  P'ranccs,  born  Sept.  7,  1704;  Elizabeth,  born 
July  8,  1706;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  5,  1707-08;  Ruth,. 
l)orn  April  7,  1710;  Bethia,  born  Dec.  4,  1711;. 
Abigail,  born  Aug.  30,  1713;  and  Alary,  born  Oct. 
17,  1714. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Willson,  son  of  Benjamin  (2), 
was  born  Dec.  8,  1698,  and  married  March  20,. 
1723,  Hannah  Carr,  of  Swansea.  Alass.  He  seems- 
to  have  removed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  as  his  death, 
is  recorded  there  as  occurring  in  1729. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Willson  (2),  son  of  Jonathan,, 
born  Jan.  22,  1729,  married,  and  had  a son,  Jona- 
than. 

(V)  Jonathan  Willson  (3),  son  of  Jonathan- 
(2),  was  born  Aug.  14,  1755,  and  married  Sarah 
Weeden,  of  Aliddletown,  born  Oct.  9,  1753,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  He  was  first 
buried  in  the  Newport  cemetery,  but  his  body  was 
later  transferred  by  bis  grandson,  Henry  M.,  to  the 
Island  cemetery,  where  a monument  marks  his  last 
rcsting-])lace.  His  occupation  was  farming,  in 
which  he  was  actively  engaged  during  his  life.  His 
children  were:  Hannah,  born  Jan.  20,  1775;  Sa- 
rah, Oct.  16,  1777;  Christian,  Jan.  28,  1780;  Rob- 
ert, Alarch  13.  1782;  Alary,  Aug.  31,  1784;  Wil- 
liam, Aug.  3,  1789;  and  James  Atkinson,  July  8,. 
'795- 
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(VI)  James  Atkinson  Wilson,  son  of  Jona- 
than (3),  and  father  of  Henry  M.  Wilson,  was  born 
in  Newport,  July  8,  1795.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  trade  of  harnessniaker,  which  he  followed  for 
some  years.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  em- 
jjloyed  by  the  United  States  government  for  about 
fifteen  years,  as  overseer  on  the  construction  of 
Fort  Adams,  at  Newport.  He  made  his  home  in 
Newport,  where  his  death  occurred  in  August, 
1871,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  Island  cemetery.  He 
was  a man  noted  for  his  honorable  dealings  and  his 
high  moral  character.  In  ])olitical  views  he  al- 
ways took  a neutral  stand.  His  wife,  Henrietta 
Horswell,  was  born  in  1797,  the.  daughter  of  Bur- 
gess Horswell.  She  passed  away  Sept.  21,  1889, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband  in  the  Island  ceme- 
tery, Newport.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were 
born  children  as  follows:  James  H.,  born  Jan.  14, 
1820;  Robert,  Aug.  6,  1824;  John  H.,  jan.  ii, 
1827  (who  died  March  5.  1891);  Henrietta  Hors- 
well, May  30,  1829  (who  died  Feb.  5,  1891)  ; Henry 
M.,  April  23,  1832;  George  Washington,  Nov.  22, 
1835;  and  Francis  i\I.,  Oct.  31,  1837. 

(VII)  Henry  M.  Wilson,  the  fourth  son  of  the 
late  James  and  Henrietta  (Horswell)  Wilson,  was 
born  April  23,  1832,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  educational  training  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  city.  After  leaving  school  he 
became  apprenticed  to  the  late  Wdlliam  H.  Irish, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  trade  of  mason,  and  after 
completing  his  apprenticeship  he  worked  for  a time 
as  a journeyman,  when  he  became  a partner  with 
his  former  employer,  Mr.  Irish,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Irish  & Wilson,  contractors  and  builders. 
This  firm  continued  successfully  engaged  in  the 
contracting  business  for  a period  of  over  fourteen 
years,  during  which  time  they  constructed  many  of 
Newport’s  public  buildings,  as  well  as  many  pri- 
vate homes.  After  this  firm  was  dissolved,  ^Ir. 
Wilson  continued  in  the  contracting  business  alone 
for  some  time,  finally  taking  into  partnership  with 
him  his  eldest  son,  Harry  Wilson.  He  and  his  son 
conducted  the  business  with  marked  success  until  he 
retired,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  nursery 
business,  in  which  he  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged,  for  upward  of  a quarter  of  a 
century.  In  1874  Mr.  Wilson  bought  a tract 
of  eight  acres  of  land  on  the  West  Main 
road  and  Forest  avenue,  Middletown,  and  in 
1884  he  settled  upon  this  land  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  nursery  line.  He  laid  this 
land  out  at  a cost  of  $20,000,  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  raising  all  kinds  of  shrubbery,  shade 
and  ornamental  trees,  evergreens,  California  pri- 
vets, carrying  a stock  valued  at  over  $15,000.  He 
loves  the  work,  and  as  a result  has  made  a marked 
success  of  it.  His  home  and  its  surroundings  be- 
speak his  thrift,  energy,  taste  and  pride.  Like  all 
the  Wilson  family,  he  is  noted  for  his  honesty  and 
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high  moral  character.  Mr.  WiLson  is  a devout  and 
consistent  Baptist,  holding  membership  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  of  Newport,  which  is  the  old- 
est Baptist  Church  in  America,  and  which  he  has 
served  for  a number  of  years  as  deacon.  In  pub- 
lic affairs  he  is  independent,  and  never  has  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  is  domestic  in  his  tastes,  being 
much  devoted  to  his  home  and  family. 

Mr.  Wilson  started  life  a poor  boy,  his  capital 
consisting  of  a determination  to  succeed,  combined 
with  a goodly  amount  of  energy  and  perseverance ; 
he  was  industrious,  worked  hard,  and  now  in  his 
declining  years  can  look  back  with  just  satisfaction 
and  pride  to  his  life’s  achievements.  His  sons,  too. 
are  worthy  of  the  training  which  they  received  at 
the  hands  of  their  parents,  and  he  can  feel  that  his 
life  has  not  been  lived  in  vain. 

Mr.  Wilson  married  (first)  Dec.  29,  i86r,  in 
Newport,  Sarah  Babcock,  daughter  of  George  Bab- 
cock. She  passed  away  Oct.  29,  1865,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Island  cemetery,  Newport.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  namely:  (i)  Harry  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1862,  in  Newport,  where  for  several 
years  he  carried  on  the  contracting  business, 
in  which  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  Long 
Island,  New  York  ; he  married  Caroline  Comstock, 
of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
Prescott  Comstock,  Henry  Warren  and  Grace 
Lockwood  Wilson.  (2)  Herbert  died  young.  Mr. 
Wilson  married  (second)  iMarch  16,  1869,  Mary 
Catherine  Babcock,  sister  of  his  former  wife,  and 
to  this  union  have  come  children  as  follows:  (i) 
Herbert,  born  March  27,  1871,  is  a draughtsman 
with  the  Lackawanna  Railroad  Company  in  Ho- 
boken, N.  J. ; he  married  Blanche  Farrow,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  and  they  have  had  three  children, 
Gladys,  Herbert  Gardner  and  Mary  Strowbridge 
Wilson.  (2)  James  Edward,  born  Feb.  28,  1873, 
is  a builder  and  mason  by  trade,  but  now  residing  at 
home,  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  with  his  fa- 
ther. He  is  unmarried. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Newport  county.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  goodly 
neighbors,  and  in  them  the  needy  always  find  a 
true  friend;  they  enjoy  and  command  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  in  which  their 
long  and  useful  lives  have  been  spent. 

ALBERT  W.  LAWRENCE,  a native  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  12.  1847. 
comes  from  one  of  the  best  known  families  of 
southwestern  New  Hampshire,  while  on  the  ma- 
ternal side  he  is  descended  from  the  Borden  fam- 
ily, an  old  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  family. 

Luke  Lawrence,  father  of  Albert  W..  was  born 
in  Troy,  N.  H.,  and  there  grew  up  and  was  edu- 
cated. Upon  reaching  manhood  he  removed  to 
Rhode  Island,  and  began  farming  at  Newtown,  in 
the  town  of  Portsmouth.  Later  he  bought  the 
Ahny  farm,  a tract  of  seventy  acres  on  Quaker 
Hill,  and  making  extensive  improvements  on  the 
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same  he  in  time  had  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  that 
section.  In  1877  he  built  a large  barn,  which  was  a 
model  in  every  particular.  INIr.  Lawrence  died  at 
his  home  in  1890,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union 
cemetery  in  Portsmouth.  He  was  a liberal,  broad- 
minded man,  and  one  who,  while  not  a church 
member,  yet  earnestly  aimed  at  the  right  in  every 
action.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  but  not 
an  active  party  worker.  j\Ir.  Lawrence  married 
Miss  i\lary  Borden,  daughter  of  the  late  Asa  Bor- 
den, of  Portsmouth,  and  a woman  of  noble  char- 
acter and  rare  devotion  to  her  family.  She  passed 
away  in  1903,  leaving  an  only  son,  Albert  W. 

Albert  W.  Lawrence  was  born  Nov.  12,  1847, 
in  Portsmouth,  and  grew  up  in  his  native  town,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  public  schools  there 
and  in  the  Peirce  Academy  at  i\Iiddleboro,  Mass. 
After  leaving  school  he  became  a sailor  for  some 
years,  and  at  first  shipped  before  the  mast  on  a 
merchant  vessel,  making  his  initial  trip  on  the 
“Chronometer,”  of  St.  George,  Maine.  His  next 
experience  as  a sailor  was  on  the  square-rigged 
schooner  “Harmony,”  also  of  St.  George,  after 
which  he  sailed  for  two  years  more  as  an  able  sea- 
man on  the  ship  “Horatio,”  on  which  he  made  sev- 
eral trips  from  New  York  to  China  and  the  East 
Indies.  In  1869  Mr.  Lawrence  gave  up  the  sea- 
faring life,  and  returned  home  to  engage  in  farm- 
ing with  his  father,  and  after  the  latter’s  death  he 
took  up  the  home  farm,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted with  success.  He  devotes  his  attention  not 
only  to  general  farming,  but  especially  to  market 
gardening  and  fruit  raising,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  operations.  His  tastes  are 
strongly  inclined  toward  out-of-door  life  of  every 
kind,  and  he  is  very  fond  of  both  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, being  a very  good  shot  with  the  gun.  Another 
keen  interest  is  in  good  dogs  and  horses.  Mr. 
Lawrence  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  takes  no 
special  interest  in  political  matters. 

The  marriage  of  Albert  W.  Lawrence  occurred 
in  Portsmouth,  Nov.  23,  1870,  wdien  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Cordelia  Holman,  daughter  of  the  late 
Thomas  and  Mary  Uurfee  (Sherman)  Holman, 
and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Wait 
(Hall)  Sherman.  Airs.  Lawrence  has  proved  a de- 
voted wife  and  mother,  while  her  many  admirable 
traits  of  character  have  justly  made  her  popular 
in  Portsmouth.  She  and  her  husband  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  namely:  Alary  A.,  born  July  2,  1877,  who 
married  Peter  J.  Alalone,  of  Portsmouth,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Edna  Lawrence  Alalone,  born  Aug. 
27,  1895 ; and  William  A.,  born  April  29,  1883, 
who  married  ATabel  W.  Hargraves,  of  Fall  River, 
Alass.,  and  has  one  son,  Arthur  Hargraves,  born 
I'eb.  26,  1907. 

Bokden.  The  Borden  family  to  which  Air. 
Lawrence  belongs  on  his  maternal  side,  is  one  of 
the  ' blest  in  New  England,  and  is  descended  from 
(I)  Richard  I’.orden.  born  in  Kent,  England,  son  of 


John.  Richard  Borden  came  to  New  England  in 
1635,  and  settled  in  Alassachusetts,  where  he  died 
Alay  25,  1671.  His  wife,  Joanna,  passed  away 
July  13,  1688,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were;  Thomas,  Francis,  Nathan,  John,  Jo- 
seph, Hope,  Sarah  and  Samuel. 

(H)  John  Borden,  born  Sept.  10,  1640,  in 
Alassachusetts,  married  June  25,  1670,  Alary, 
daughter  of  William  Earl.  He  was  a member  of 
tbe  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  one  who  helped  to 
lay  out  the  town  of  Portsmouth.  He  died  there 
June  4,  1716,  leaving  nine  children,  Richard,  John, 
Joseph,  Ann,  Thomas,  Hope,  William,  Benjamin 
and  Alary. 

(HI)  Thomas  Borden,  born  in  Portsmouth 
Dec.  30,  1680,  married  Alary  Briggs. 

(IV)  Joseph  Borden,  born  in  Portsmouth, 
married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Stephen  Turner. 

(V)  John  Borden,  born  in  Portsmouth,  mar- 
ried (first)  Ellen  Durfee,  by  whom  he  had  Wait, 
Ruth  and  Elizabeth.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Job  Sherman,  and  their  children  were: 
John,  Stephen,  William,  Joseph  and  Alary. 

(VT)  John  Borden,  horn  in  Portsmouth,  mar- 
ried (first)  Elizabeth  Durfee  and  (second)  Sarah 
Sherman.  His  children  were : John,  Isaac.  Ste- 
])hen,  Esther,  Ann,  Asa,  Alary,  Levi,  Silas,  Sarah 
and  William. 

(VH)  Asa  Borden  became  the  father  of  Alary 
Borden,  who  married  Luke  Lawrence,  father  of 
Albert  W.  Lawrence. 

SHERAIAN.  The  New  England  family  bear- 
ing this  name  has  given  to  the  country  at  large  men 
who  have  written  their  names  high  upon  the  roll  of 
fame.  Such  names  as  Roger  Sherman,  of  Connec- 
ticut, of  the  earlier  period,  and  the  two  Ohio  Sher- 
mans of  a later  time  will  long  live  in  the  history  of 
their  country.  Here,  too,  in  Rhode  Island,  have 
been  representatives  of  the  family  whose  achieve- 
ments will  not  soon  be  forgotten,  among  them  the 
Hon.  Sylvester  G.  Sherman,  lawyer,  representative, 
speaker  of  the  House,  and  a justice  of  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  State;  Alajor-Gen.  Thomas  W.  Sher- 
man, U.  S.  A. : and  Hon.  Robert  Sherman,  long  a 
journalist  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  as  well  a 
former  United  States  marshal  for  the  District  of 
Rhode  Island. 

The  Shermans  are  of  German  origin.  In  the 
Fatherland  the  name  Sherman,  Schierman.  etc., 
often  occurs,  and  was  no  doubt  transferred  to  Lon- 
don and  vicinity  many  centuries  ago  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  emigrants,  where  it  still  remains  numerous. 
From  the  metropolitan  stock  a scion  was  trans- 
])lanted  to  Dedham,  County  of  Essex,  England, 
which  long  flourished  and  sent  out  other  shoots. 
'Die  name  is  derived  from  the  original  occupation 
of  the  family ; they  were  cloth  dressers  or  shearers 
of  the  cloth.  The  family  at  Dedham  retained  the 
occupation  of  the  family  and  also  the  coat  of  arms 
worn  b\'  those  in  and  about  London.  In  New  Ene- 
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land  are  found  two  distinct  families  bearing  the 
name  of  Sherman.  One  of  these  descends  from 
William  Sherman,  who  came  with  the  Pilgrims 
about  1630,  and  settled  at  Marshfield,  Mass.  The 
other  is  the  Dedham  stock,  a branch  of  which  emi- 
grated to  New  England  and  settled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston. 

(I)  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  of  the  Dedham  line, 
born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Dedham,  England,  married 
Sarah  Odding,  daughter  of  Mrs.  John  Porter,  by 
a former  marriage.  In  1634  Mr.  Sherman  came 
to  New  England,  and  settled  at  Roxbury,  Mass. 
In  the  Anne  Hutchinson  trouble  at  Boston  he  took 
the  popular  side,  but  as  Governor  Winthrop  pre- 
vailed he,  with  others,  found  it  convenient  to  re- 
move to  Rhode  Island.  In  Providence  they  met 
Roger  Williams,  who  advised  them  to  purchase  the 
island  of  Aquetuct  (Aquidneck),  now  Rhode  Is- 
land, of  the  Indians.  The  purchase  was  completed 
March  24,  1638.  On  July  l,  1639,  they  established 
a regular  government,  with  William  Coddington, 
governor,  and  Phillip  Sherman,  secretary.  After 
this  he  often  held  office  in  the  Colony,  and  in  criti- 
cal periods.  After  he  removed  to  Rhode  Island  he 
left  the  Congregational  Church  and  united  with  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

Phillip  Sherman  was  a son  of  Samuel,  a grand- 
son of  Henry,  and  a great-grandson  of  Henry,  of 
Dedham,  County  of  Essex,  England,  who  had 
probably  removed  there  from  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk, as  he  bore  the  Suffolk  coat  of  arms.  Phillip 
Sherman  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1687.  His 
children  were : Eber,  Sarah,  Peleg,  Mary,  Ed- 
mund, Samson,  William,  John,  Mary,  Hannah, 
Samuel,  Benjamin  and  Phillip. 

(H)  Samson  Sherman,  born  in  1642,  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  married  March  4,  1675,  Isaljcl  Tripp, 
born  in  1651,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Paine) 
Tripp.  They  lived  and  died  in  Portsmouth,  he 
dying  June  27,  1718,  and  she  in  1716.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Phillip,  born  Jan.  16.  1676;  Sarah 
Sept.  24,  1677;  Alice,  Jan.  12,  1680;  Samson,  Jan. 
28,  1682;  Abiel,  Oct.  15,  1684;  Isabel,  1686;  and 
Job,  Nov.  8,  1687. 

(HI)  Job  Sherman,  born  Nov.  8,  1687,  in 

Portsmouth,  R.  L,  married  (first)  Dec.  23,  1714, 
Bridget  Gardiner,  of  Kingstown,  and  (second)  in 
1732  Amie  Spencer,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  His 
children  were:  Phillip,  born  Dec.  12,  1715;  Israel, 
Oct.  31,  1717;  Mary,  Jan.  16,  1719;  Job,  IMay  2, 
1722;  Bridget,  May  7,  1724;  Sarah,  Oct.  29,  1726; 
Alice,  April  25,  1728;  INIary,  Oct.  13,  1730  (all  to 
the  first  marriage):  and  Amie,  INIay  27,  1734; 

Benjamin,  born  Sept.  14,  1735;  Samson,  July  23, 
1737;  Martha,  Nov.  28,  1738:  Walter.  Aug.  20, 
1740;  Dorcas,  Nov.  2,  1742;  and  Abigail.  Sept.  10, 
1744.  Tbe  father  died  in  Portsmouth  Nov.  16, 

1747- 

(IV)  Walter  Sherman,  born  Aug.  20,  1740, 
married  (first)  Rebecca  Anthony,  and  (second) 
Huldah  Wilbur.  He  resided  on  a farm  in  Middle- 
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town,  R.  I.  His  children  born  to  the  first  marriage 
were:  Abraham,  born  July  4,  1790;  and  Jacob, 
born  Dec.  9,  1791  ; and  those  born  to  the  second 
marriage  were : Rebecca,  Francis,  Moses  and  Cor- 
nelius. 

(V)  Jacob  Sherman,  born  Dec.  9,  1791,  mar- 
ried Susan,  daughter  of  Peleg  Taber,  of  Middle- 
town,  and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuit,-,  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  passed  away  Oct.  4, 
1848.  His  children  were : Peleg  T.,  mentioned 
below;  Martha,  who  married  Thomas  Weaver; 
Julia  Maria,  who  married  Job  IM.  Barker;  Isaac  A., 
mnetioned  below;  Rebecca  A.,  who  married  Edwin 
Barker ; Walter,  who  married  Phebe  Lawton  : and 
Ann  Sarah,  who  married  John  B.  Ward. 

(VI)  Peleg  Taber  Sherman,  born  Nov.  3, 
1816,  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town.  There  he 
made  his  home  throughout  life.  Besides  being  a 
substantial  farmer,  he  was  engaged  extensivel\-  as 
a stock  drover  and  trader,  becoming  interested  in 
stock  dealing  in  his  early  manhood.  He  traveled 
all  over  the  New  England  States  buying  cattle, 
which  he  sold  in  the  best  markets,  and  in  bis  later 
years  also  bought  and  sold  many  horses,  doing  a 
large  business  in  both  lines.  Being  an  excellent 
judge  of  both  horses  and  cattle  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  enterprises  of  this  kind,  as  well  as  in 
his  agricultural  pursuits.  His  farm  land  was  in 
Middletown.  By  strict  attention  to  business  and 
wise  management  he  accumulated  a fine  com})e- 
tency,  and  at  the  same  time  gained  a reputation  for 
irreproachable  integrity  which  was  a tribute  to  his 
ability  as  well  as  to  his  honorable  methods. 

Air.  Sherman  was  a man  of  quiet  tastes  and  of 
a home-loving  disposition,  but  he  was  too  deeply 
interested  in  the  public  welfare  and  too  fully  alive 
to  its  needs  not  to  take  an  active  part  in  worthy 
measures  for  progress  and  reform.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  political  sentiment  and  an  able  party 
worker.  He  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his 
town  and  county,  and  re])rescnted  Aliddletown  in 
the  State  Legislature  for  three  terms.  His  sterling 
character  and  sincerity  of  purpose  made  his  influ- 
ence felt  for  good  wherever  he  went,  and  he  was 
deservedly  respected  among  his  associates  in  every 
M’alk  in  life.  Air.  Sherman  passed  away  at  his 
home  in  Aliddletown  July  10.  1879,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Aliddletown  cemetery,  where  his  widow 
has  erected  a beautiful  monument  to  his  memory. 
He  was  not  a strong  man  physically,  but  he  had 
the  will  and  the  ambition  to  carry  out  his  plans  to 
successful  completion  and  his  life  was  one  of  con- 
tinued usefulness  to  his  fellowmen.  He  was  a great 
reader,  and  thought  deeply  on  many  subjects. 

Air.  Sherman  married,  April  21.  1843,  Sally 
Almy,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Hannah  (Alanches- 
ter)  Almy,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  a full  account  of 
whose  family  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Airs. 
Sherman  was  a devoted  helpmate,  and  since  her 
husband’s  death  has  given  liberally  of  her  time  and 
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means  toward  helping-  those  who  need  her,  being 
known  as  everybody’s  friend  in  the  town  where  she 
lias  jiassed  so  many  years  of  her  life.  She  is  still 
active  both  physically  and  mentally,  cheerful  in 
manner,  and  beloved  by  young  and  old. 

I \ I)  A.  Sherman,  son  of  Jacob,  was 

l)orn  .March  17,  1823,  in  iMiddletown,  R.  I.,  and 
was  there  reared  to  farming  pursuits.  After  his 
marriage  he  removed  to  Tiverton,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  for  twenty  years,  in  1877  I'eturning  to 
iMiddletown  to  settle  upon  the  home  place,  of  which 
he  had  become  part  owner.  There  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days  at  his  chosen  calling,  and  he 
made  a success  of  his  work  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word.  He  lived  a quiet,  industrious  life,  and  was 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  As  a 
stanch  Republican  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  that  party  and  in  local  public  affairs,  and 
he  served  his  town  very  efficiently  as  a member  of 
tbe  board  of  councilmen,  being  a member  of  that 
body  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  assessors,  holding  the  lat- 
ter office  for  a numher  of  years.  Mr.  Sherman,  like 
his  forefathers,  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
ITiends. 

(.)n  Oct.  7,  t85o,  Isaac  A.  Sherman  married 
Cornelia  J.  .8hcrman,  daughter  of  Francis  Sher- 
man. of  Steuben  county,  X.  Y.,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Oertrude  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-si.\  years,  unmarried ; and  Isaac  L.,  mentioned 
below.  Mr.  Sherman  passed  away  April  17,  1899, 
and  he  is  buried  in  the  Middletown  cemetery, 
where  his  wife,  who  died  Sept.  14,  1899,  and  daugh- 
ter also  sleep  their  last  sleep. 

(\TI)  Isaac  Ihxcolx  Sherman,  only  son  of 
Isaac  A.  Sherman,  was  born  Sept.  19.  1859,  in 
Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
<listrict  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  Green- 
wich Seminary,  where  he  was  a student  for  four 
years.  After  graduating,  in  1880,  he  returned 
home,  and  remained  assisting  his  father  until  1882, 
when  he  settled  on  the  Mitchell  farm — the  original 
home  of  the  Shermans.  Mr.  Sherman  has  become 
an  extensive  landowner  in  Middletown,  and  his 
home  is  ujj-to-date  in  every  respect,  showing  the 
pride  he  takes  in  attending  properly  to  every  detail 
of  its  care  and  management.  He  also  owns  consid- 
erable real  estate  in  Newport,  im])roved  tvith  fine 
stores,  residences  and  cottages,  and  this  property 
re(iuires  the  greater  ])art  of  his  time  and  attention, 
lie  is  noted  for  his  high  business  principles  and 
for  unquestioned  honesty  in  all  bis  dealings  and  is 
recognized  as  a man  of  good  judgment  and  execu- 
tive ability  by  all  wbo  have  had  relations  with  him. 
lie  is  a member  of  the  board  of  asses.sors,  having 
succeeded  his  father  in  that  ])osition,  but  aside  from 
thi''  takes  no  interest  in  public  aff'airs  and  no  jtart 
in  ])'..litics,  being  inde])eudent  in  his  belief  and  in  his 
sui>])()rt  of  candidates.  However,  he  has  many 
other  interests  which  claim  his  attention,  for  he  is 
a ])rominent  member  of  the  Xew])ort  Agricidtural 


Society,  of  which  he  is  now  serving  as  president, 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, being  a member  of  its  executive  committee ; 
is  president  of  the  Patrons’  Fire  Relief  Association 
of  Rhode  Island ; and  a member  and  chairman  of 
the  executive  council  of  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  His  intelligent 
service  in  the  cause  of  modern  agricultural  meth- 
ods has  won  him  many  friends  and  admirers 
throughout  the  State,  and  his  enterprising  spirit 
has  made  him  a useful  member  of  every  organiza- 
tion with  which  he  has  been  allied.  In  1907  Mr. 
Sherman  was  elected  a director  of  the  Aquidneck 
National  Bank,  of  Newport. 

On  Jan.  17,  1883,  iMr.  Sherman  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  E.  Cory,  who  was  born 
iit  Portsmouth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Cory,  of  that 
town,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Cory,  who 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  Myrtie  Ethalin, 
Dorothy  Vivian  and  Isaac  Thornton.  Mrs.  Sher- 
man and  her  family  are  members  of  St.  Mary’s 
Episcopal  Church  of  Portsmouth.  She  is  a woman 
of  intelligence  and  refinement,  devoted  to  her  home 
and  family. 

FRANK  LARKIN,  proprietor  of  the  “Larkin 
House,’’  at  V’atch  Hill,  R.  1.,  where  for  thirty- 
five  years  he  has  had  charge  of  the  bathing 
beach,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  along  that 
coast.  The  hotel  was  opened  in  1868  by  his  father, 
tvho  continued  to  carry  it  on  throughout  his  active 
years,  and  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  hotel  men  along  the  New  England  coast. 

The  Larkin  family  has  been  identified  with 
Rhode  Island  from  Colonial  days.  (I)  Edward  Lar- 
kin was  a freeman  of  Newport  in  1655.  His  name 
was  signed  to  articles  of  agreement  made  March 
22,  1661,  about  a tract  bought  of  an  Indian  called 
Soson,  of  Xarragansett,  the  land  being  called 
Alisquamicut.  On  Sept.  9,  1661,  he  had  a quarter 
section  of  land  in  the  division  of  Misquamicut, 
V’esterly,  Rhode  Island.  On  Sept.  28,  1709, 

Samuel  Lewis  sold  him  thirty-seven  acres.  On 
Alay  22,  1710,  Edward  Larkin,  John  Collins,  David 
Lewis,  Robert  Buff'um,  John  Eoster,  and  John 
Richmond  bought  3,000  acres.  On  Alay  12,  1663, 
Air.  Larkin  was  a member  of  the  General  Court 
of  Commissioners  held  at  Providence  for  Newport, 
R.  I.  On  Alay  17,  1671,  he  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance, and  again  Se’j)t.  17,  1679.  We  have  the 
following  record  of  his  five  children ; Alehitable 
was  married  Dec.  15,  1673,  to  Richard  Swaite ; 
Hannah  married  John  Ballou,  from  whom  she  was 
divorced  Alay  2,  1676;  Edward  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Roger  married  Hannah  Babcock  and  Rebecca 
Tucker,  and  died  in  1755  ; John  married  Rebecca 
— , and  died  in  1701. 

(II)  Edward  Larkin,  .son  of  Edward,  died  in 
1741.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Iflizabeth 
Hall,  wbo  was  born  in  September,  1679,  daughter 
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of  Henry  Hall,  Sr.,  of  Newport,  and  died  in  1705. 
His  second  wife  was  IMary  Cottrell,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Cottrell.  By  the  first  union  there  were 
six  children:  Joseph  (who  was  married  July  24, 
1730,  to  Johanna,  daughter  of  James  York),  Ed- 
ward, John,  Samuel,  Elizabeth  (Airs.  Babcock) 
and  Penelope.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were 
five  children : Stephen,  who  was  married  Alarch 
9,  1740,  to  Alary  Kenyon;  Capt.  Nicholas,  who 
was  married  Dec.  8,  1740,  to  Alary  Kenyon  (he 
was  buried  Eeh.  25,  1810)  ; David,  horn  In  1730, 
who  married  Alary  Knowles,  and  died  Dec.  i, 
1811;  Tabitha;  and  Lydia,  who  married  Caleb 
Church,  July  29,  1753. 

(HI)  John  Larkin  died  in  1773.  On  July  24, 
1730,  he  married  Alary  Alacoon,  daughter  of  John 
and  Anne  Alacoon,  and  eight  children  were  horn 
to  them,  namely;  John,  born  Alay  1,  1731,  was 
married  Alarch  30,  1755,  to  Annie  Enos,  and  died 
Alay  4,  1777.  Nathan,  born  June  13,  1732,  was 
lost  at  sea.  Daniel,  born  Dec.  19,  1734,  was  mar- 
ried Eeh.  27,  1758,  to  Susanna  Rathbone.  Timothy, 
born  Oct.  10,  1736,  was  married  Oct.  5,  1771,  to 
Rachel  Langworthy.  Lebheus  was  born  June  5, 
1738.  Hannah  married  Edward  York.  One 
daughter  is  not  named.  Abel,  horn  in  1749,  was 
married  April  i,  1770,  to  Sarah  Eoster,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Anne  Eoster,  of  A\'atch  Hill,  and 
died  July  3,  1826. 

(IV)  Abel  Larkin,  of  Westerly,  born  in  1749, 
died  July  3,  1826.  On  April  i,  1770,  he  married 
Sarah  Eoster,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Anne 
Foster,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  children  as 
follows:  AJxd,  horn  June  14,  r77i,  died  April  13, 
1864;  Sarah,  horn  Eeh.  7,  1773,  died  Eeh.  i,  1861; 
Jonathan,  born  June  12,  1775,  died  Dec.  16,  1847; 
Anna,  born  h'eb.  24,  1778,  died  Alarch  6,  1819; 
Daniel,  born  Dec.  26,  1781,  died  Sept.  14,  1864; 
John,  born  Dec.  i,  1784,  died  Jan.  24,  1844;  and 
Nanx:y. 

(V)  Daniel  Larkin,  born  Dec.  26,  1781,  died 

Sei)t.  14,  1864.  He  was  a farmer  in  V’esterly. 
On  Oct.  27,  1816,  he  married  Rhoda  B.  Sheffield, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susannah  (Daniels)  Shef- 
field, and  they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Daniel  E.,  horn  June  10,  1817;  Samuel 
Sheffield,  Sept.  15,  1818  (died  July  19,  1856)  ; 
Susan  E.,  Alay  24,  1820  (married  Joseph  T.  Ross, 
and  died  at  Ashaway,  R.  1.,  Jan.  18,  1895)  • 

Sophia  Ann,  Alarch  22,  1822  (married  Josejdi  C. 
Crandall,  and  resides  at  Hope  Wiley,  R.  I.)  ; 
Charles  A.,  Alarch  14.  1824  (died  Aug.  4,  1897, 
in  Illinois)  ; Rhoda  Alaria,  June  27,  1825  (died 
Oct.  29,  1825)  ; Jonathan.  June  20,  1826,  lives  at 
Ashaway,  R.  I.)  ; (ieorge  Sheffield,  Sept.  26,  1827 
(of  Dunellen.  N.  J.)  ; Ethan  Pendleton,  Sept.  21, 
1828  (died  Aug.  23,  1887,  at  Alfred  Center,  N. 
Y.)  ; Rhoda  Jane,  July  16.  1830  (married  William 
H.  Cottrell,  and  lives  at  Westerly,  R.  I.)  ; Benja- 
min Stanton,  Alay  3.  1834  (drowned  Oct.  7,  1870, 
at  Quonocontaug,  R.  I.). 
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(AT)  Daniel  E.  Larkin  was  born  June  10,  1817, 
in  Westerly,  R.  1.,  and  there  passed  his  early  years, 
receiving  a good  common  school  education.  When 
he  was  old  enough  he  became  an  apprentice  to 
the  ship  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  was  work- 
ing in  Aliddlesex  county,  Va.,  when,  in  1838,  he 
had  an  opportunity  which  induced  him  to  return 
North.  From  1840  to  1854  he  spent  the  winters 
in  the  South,  dealing  in  fish  at  Savannah,  Ga., 
and  he  then  settled  at  AA’atch  Hill,  R.  I.,  where  he 
soon  became  keeper  of  the  lighthouse.  He  con- 
tinued to  hold  that  position  until  1868,  in  which 
year  he  embarked  upon  his  successful  career  as  a 
hotel-keeper.  He  had  long  recognized  the  attrac- 
tions Watch  Hill  ofifered  to  the  summer  visitors 
on  the  coast,  and  accordingly  decided  to  make 
their  entertainment  his  principal  business.  He 
built  and  opened  the  ‘‘Larkin  Blouse,”  which  has 
held  its  own  from  the  beginning  as  one  of  the  most 
popular  hotels  in  the  vicinity,  and  numerous  ad- 
ditions have  been  made  to  the  original  building 
from  time  to  time  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
number  of  patrons.  The  success  of  this  venture 
was  so  complete  that  in  1876  Air.  Larkin  built  a 
hotel  at  Palatka,  B'la.,  which  he  also  conducted 
until  it  was  burned,  in  1884,  after  which  he  de- 
voted himself  wholly  to  looking  after  the  ‘‘Larkin 
House”  until  his  retirement,  in  1890.  BTom  that 
time  until  his  death  he  leased  the  house,  except  for 
a year  or  two  when  he  felt  that  it  again  needed 
his  personal  supervision.  It  is  now  owned  and 
conducted  by  his  son,  B'rank  Larkin,  who  has  con- 
ducted the  bathing  beach  at  this  point  for  the  past 
thirty-five  years,  and  who  is  proving  a worthy 
successor  to  the  original  proprietor.  There  were 
few  proprietors  of  summer  hotels  along  the  New 
England  coast  better  known  or  more  popular  than 
Capt.  Daniel  BA  Larkin  in  his  palmy  days,  and 
the  excellent  accommodations  he  gave  all  his  pa- 
trons, no  less  than  the  hearty  good  cheer  with 
which  he  met  them,  accounted  amply  for  the  po- 
sition he  held  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  made  his  ac- 
(piaintance.  He  was  an  ideal  host,  sparing  no  pains 
when  the  pleasure  or  comfort  of  his  guests  was  to 
he  considered,  and  had  the  business  abilit}'  to  make 
his  establishment  pay  well  at  the  same  time.  Its 
present  large  proportions  testify  as  to  how  well  his 
efforts  were  received  by  the  public. 

Capt.  Larkin  always  took  an  active  part  in 
public  matters,  especially  those  things  that  con- 
cerned the  advancement  of  his  own  community. 
He  served  a number  of  terms  as  a member  of  the 
town  council,  and  represented  the  town  in  the  State 
Legislature  several  times.  In  1884  was  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  commission  to  fix  the 
boundary  between  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut  in  the  Bawcatuck  river  and  Little 
Narragansett  Bay,  which  had  been  in  dispute  for 
over  two  hundred  years.  His  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  improvement  never  waned,  but 
toward  the  last,  because  of  physical  infirmities, 
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he  was  obliged  to  be  content  as  on  onlooker  and  ad- 
viser. 

One  incident  in  Capt.  Larkin's  life  is  worthy 
of  special  note,  showing,  as  it  does,  resource  and 
courage  beyond  the  average.  At  the  time  of  the 
“Metis’’  disaster,  Aug.  29,  1872,  there  was  no 
regular  life-saving  crew  at  \\’atch  Hill,  but  there 
was  a large  boat,  to  be  manned  by  volunteers. 
The  crew  responded  nobly  to  the  call  for  assistance, 
and  Capt.  Larkin  took  an  important  part  in  this 
rescue.  The  venture  was  a bold  one,  but  resulted 
in  the  saving  of  many  lives,  and  all  the  participants 
were  subsequently  rewarded  with  special  medals 
by  Act  of  Congress. 

On  Oct.  19,  1842,  Capt.  Larkin  was  married, 
Martha  Hiscox,  daughter  of  Clarke  and  Mary 
(White)  Hiscox,  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  March  19,  1817,  and  preceded  him  to  the 
grave,  passing  away  March  3,  1894.  His  death  oc- 
curred July  31,  1900.  The  Captain  and  his  wife 
were  both  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  liaptist 
Church.  They  became  the  parents  of  live  children : 
(i)  Trank,  born  April  14,  1844,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (2)  Martha  J.,  born  June  14,  1846,  was 
married  Dec.  25,  1871,  to  Amos  D.  Allen,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  Napa,  Cal.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children — Sarah  Louise,  born  May  ir, 
1874;  Bessie  Prescott,  Nov.  29,  1877;  Ruth  Rock- 
wood,  Jan.  I,  1879;  Grace,  Jan.  24,  1882  (died  Teh. 
12,  1882).  (3)  Sarah  E.,  born  i\Iay  17,  1850, 

was  married  Nov.  18,  1878,  to  Trank  S.  Aldrich, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Daniel,  born  Nov.  4,  1888, 
who  died  Nov.  6,  1888.  (4)  Albert  Clarke,  born 

Aug.  6,  1852,  died  March  24,  1871.  (5)  Daniel 

Wayland,  born  Teb.  13,  1855,  was  married  June 
20,  1875,  to  Joanna  Carey,  daughter  of  John  and 
Abigail  (Haley)  Carey,  and  they  have  had  two 
children,  Josepiiine  Carey,  born  i\lay  29,  1878,  who 
died  Dec.  31,  1888;  and  Sarah  Louise,  born  Jan. 
31,  1881,  who  died  Dec.  8,  1888. 

(VH)  Trank  Larkin,  born  April  14,  1844,  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Watch 
Hill,  and,  as  previously  stated,  succeeded  his  father 
as  proprietor  of  the  “Larkin  House.”  He  spent 
four  years  in  the  West,  in  Nevada,  and  for  one 
summer  was  with  a wrecking  company  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  He  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  town 
affairs,  and  served  four  years  in  the  council.  At 
the  time  of  the  ‘TMetis”  disaster  he  was  the  first 
one  in  the  lifeboat,  and  he  received  the  special 
medal  given  by  Congress  to  those  who  helped  on 
that  occasion.  It  is  of  gold,  and  valued  at  $140. 
The  face  is  inscribed  “Life  Saving  Crew,”  and  on 
the  reverse:  “By  re.solution  of  Congress  Tebruary 
24,  1873,  to  Trank  Larkin,  for  courage  and  hu- 
manity in  the  saving  of  life  from  the  wreck  of  the 
steamer  Metis  on  Long  Island  Sound,  Aug.  ?o, 
1872." 

On  Nov.  23,  1871,  i\lr.  Larkin  married  ]\liss 
Jessie  N.  Chesebro,  who  was  born  Oct.  31,  1848, 
in  Stniiington.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 


Louisa  S.  (Noyes)  Chesebro,  and  five  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  (i)  Trank  Pro- 
vost, born  Sept.  26,  1872,  was  married  Teb.  21, 
1899,  to  Martha  May  Chenoweth,  who  was  born 
May  9,  1873,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Carr)  Chenoweth,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Larkin  reside  in  Newport  News,  Va.  They 
have  had  two  children — Jessie  Alay,  born  June  14, 
1901,  and  Alildred  Chenoweth,  born  Dec.  22,  1902. 

(2)  Albert  Chesebro,  born  Alay  30,  1874,  was  mar- 
ried June  14,  1899,  to  Sallie  Rebecca  Swan,  who 
was  born  Jan.  31,  1872,  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Annie  (Winslow) 
Swan.  (^3)  Jessie  Louise,  born  Teb.  ii,  1876,  is 
at  home  with  her  parents.  (4)  Alice,  born  Dec. 

2,  1877,  died  Aug.  14,  1879.  (5)  Daniel  Trank- 

lin  was  born  Jan.  9,  1889.  ^L's.  Larkin  is  a mem- 
of  Phebe  Greene  Ward  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  at 
Westerly,  R.  I.  She  belongs  to  the  old  Chesebro 
family  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  the  progenitor  of 
which  was  William  Chesebro,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  planters  in  Stonington,  in  1649.  ^Ls.  Lar- 
kin traces  her  descent  from  William  through  Sam- 
uel, Samuel  (2),  Joseph,  Samuel,  Elias  and  Joseph, 
the  last  named  being  her  father. 

The  White  family,  to  which  Airs.  Martha  (Hi>- 
cox)  Larkin  belonged,  is  traced  from  William  and 
Anne  (Euller)  W’hite,  who  came  to  the  Colonies 
in  the  “Alayflower,”  bringing  one  son.  Resolved. 
Trom  these  ancestors  Airs.  Larkin  traced  her  an- 
cestry through  Resolved  and  Judith  (Vassel) 
White;  Samuel  and  Rebecca  White;  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Cadman)  AVhite ; Oliver  and  Alaiy 
(Harmon)  White;  Walter  and  Sophia  (Brown) 
White ; to  Clarke  and  Alary  (Wdiite)  Hiscox. 

COOK.  The  Cooks  of  Rhode  Island  belonging 
to  the  older  period  of  its  history  descend  from 
John  Cook,  who  died  at  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  in 
1705.  who  is  said  to  have  come  from  \\’ales ; 
and  from  Walter  Cooke  of  Weymouth,  Mass.  One 
of  the  former’s  distinguished  descendants  was 
Governor  Nicholas  Cooke  of  Rhode  Island.  Wal- 
ter Cooke  was  at  Weymouth  as  early  as  1643,  ^ 
freeman  in  1653  ; thence  he  went  to  Alendon,  Alass., 
where  he  was  a proprietor  in  1663.  His  will  was 
probated  in  1694-5.  His  wife  was  Katherine,  and 
their  children,  as  given  by  Pope,  were:  John,  Nich- 
olas, Hannah,  Samuel  and  Ex])erience,  to  which 
number  have  been  added,  by  one  who  has  looked 
up  the  family  genealogy,  \\’alter,  Peter  and  Eben- 
ezer.  I'rom  these  have  descended  the  Cooks  in 
main  who  have  resided  on  either  side  of  the  line  . 
separating  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massa-  !U 
chusetts.  The  family  descendants  of  Walter  Cooke 
of  Weymouth  for  generations  have  been  numerous 
in  the  town  of  Cumbcrlan'd,  this  Commonwealth, 
where  still  reside  some  of  the  posterity  of  Hezekiah 
Cooke,  a record  of  some  of  whom  follows. 

Hezekiah  Cook  married  June  6.  1746,  Rachel 
.\twell.  i)rol)ably  in  Smithficld.  as  the  marriage  is  Hi 
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of  record  there.  She  died  Sept.  30,  1762,  aged 
thirty-four  years,  and  he  married  (second)  March 
16,  1763,  Hannah  Oates.  The  children  of  Heze- 
kiah  and  Rachel,  of  Cumberland  town  record, 
were:  Eunice,  born  April  13,  1747,  died  Sept.  3, 
1749;  Asahel,  born  April  8,  1749;  Lucy,  born  June 
15,  1751;  David,  born  March  8,  1753;  Phebe,  born 
May  21,  1755;  Stephen,  born  Sept.  28,  1757;  Jo- 
seph, born  Jan.  23,  1760;  and  Chester,  born  April 
5,  1762,  died  June  ii,  1764.  The  children  of 
Hezekiah  and  Hannah  were : Silence,  born  June 
I,  1764;  Preserved,  born  June  12,  1765;  Asenath, 
born  June  30,  1766;  Aidanas,  born  July  24,  1767; 
Sabra,  born  Sept.  24,  1768;  Rachel,  born  Nov.  16, 
1769;  Lazarus,  born  March  9,  1771;  and  Zibian, 
born  July  4,  1772. 

Zibian  (or  Zabina)  Cook,  born  July  4,  1772, 
married  March  ii,  1792,  Prusia,  daughter  of  Philip 
Capron.  Their  children  of  Cumberland  town  rec- 
ord were:  Avelina,.  born  June  21,  1793;  Nancy, 
born  Oct.  5,  1795;  Welcome,  born  July  14,  1797; 
Zabina,  born  Aug.  3,  1806;  and  Lyndon,  born  Aug. 
9,  1808. 

Zabina  Cook,  son  of  Zibian  (or  Zabina),  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  like 
his  father,  followed  farming  and  teaming,  carrying 
on  the  latter  occupation  for  mills  in  and  around 
Woonsocket  before  the  advent  of  railroads,  often 
making  trips  to  Boston  by  team  for  Welcome  Far- 
num,  a distance  of  eighty  miles  from  his  mills  in 
Waterford,  for  a load  of  wool.  He  drove  the  first 
boat  run  on  the  canal  from  Providence  to  Worces- 
ter, long  before  the  advent  of  railroads.  He  was 
a large  land-owner  and  an  honest  and  hard-work- 
ing man.  He  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Arnold,  in 
Smithfield,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cook  cemetery. 
He  was  a Democrat,  but  was  no  politician,  Zabina 
Cook  married  (first)  Miss  Abagail  Thompson, 
who  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Evaline,  who  mar- 
ried Smith  Cook.  Zabina  Cook  married  (second) 
Philfila  Bartlett,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Martha 
(Inman)  Bartlett,  well-known  residents  of  Cum- 
berland, and  she  died  Oct.  2,  1871,  aged  sixty-one 
years,  being  buried  in  the  Cook  cemetery.  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Joseph  Bart- 
lett ; Abigail,  who  died  young ; Phebe,  who  mar- 
ried Squire  Mowry  Paine,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased; Henry  L. ; Orrin,  who  died  in  1901  ; Sa- 
rah, who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; Hi- 
ram, deceased ; Hannah,  wdio  married  William  Ar- 
nold, of  Smithfield,  and  is  also  deceased ; Louise, 
W'ho  married  George  Darling,  now  deceased ; a 
child  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Allen,  who  died 
young. 

Joseph  B.\rtlett  Cook,  the  eldest  of  the  fore- 
going family,  was  born  iMarch  31,  1835.  He  at- 
tended the  local  schools,  w^orked  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  of  age.  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  the  wood  and  dairy 
business.  He  is  now  one  of  the  largest  land-own- 


ers in  Rhode  Island,  including  a tract  of  150  acres 
in  Cumberland,  where  he  resides.  He  has  ever 
been  a lover  of  horses,  and  for  some  years  has  been 
engaged  in  buying  and  trading,  buying  both  m the 
West  and  in  Canada,  and  selling  in  the  home  mar- 
ket. He  is  well  known  and  highly  respected,  and 
is  noted  for  his  industry  and  business  ability.  Since 
his  boyhood  Mr.  Cook  has  been  a hard-working 
man,  and  he  is  still  very  active.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Joseph  Bartlett  Cook  married  iMiss  Melissa 
Lake,  daughter  of  Christopher  Lake,  and  she  died 
in  1884,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cook  cemetery.  The 
children  born  to  this  union  were:  Joseph  Bartlett, 
Jr.,  who  married  Miss  Ella  Silencer,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Mildred  Francis,  is  a motorman  on  the 
Woonsocket  Street  Railway ; and  iMelissa  married 
Mr.  George  Bowes,  of  Providence.  ]Mr.  Cook 
in  addition  to  his  other  interests  has  l)een  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business  for  twenty  years,  and  in  this, 
like  in  his  other  ventures,  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. His  success  is  due  to  his  own  industry  and 
thrift,  and  to  his  honorable  business  methods  and 
fair  dealing.  During  the  years  of  his  greatest  ac- 
tivity he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  judges 
of  live  stock,  particularly  horses  and  cattle,  in  all 
New  England. 

Henry  Lewis  Cook,  son  of  Zabina,  and  brother 
of  Joseph  B.,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Sept. 
3,  1839.  He  attended  the  schools  of  Woonsocket 
and  the  Globe-Burnham  district,  and  while  still  in 
his  early  teens  hired  out  as  a farmer  boy  with  Dr. 
Willing  Vose,  with  whom  he  spent  two  years,  and 
later  with  Edwin  Ballou  Miller,  with  whom  he 
worked  for  fifteen  years.  He  then  accepted  a po- 
sition in  the  freight  department  of  the  Providence 
& Worcester  Railroad,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
then  starting  into  farming  at  East  Woonsocket. 
After  some  time  on  the  Bartlett  place  and  in  the 
grist  mill  of  Dexter  Clark  of  Woonsocket,  he  en- 
gaged as  a conductor  on  the  Woonsocket  horse- 
cars,  and  in  1875  became  a member  of  that  city’s 
police  force,  under  Alfred  Church,  at  that  time 
chief.  After  four  years  of  public  service  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  streets  and  he  filled 
the  duties  of  this  office  faithfully  and  well.  In  1889 
he  bought  his  present  farm  on  the  Ballou  Meeting 
House  road.  East  Woonsocket,  purchased  the  home 
farm  to  which  he  added,  and  also  has  a tract  on 
Cumberland  Hill,  making  in  all  100  acres  which 
be  operates.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  dairy- 
ing, having  at  present  upwards  of  forty  head  of 
cattle,  principally  Jerseys,  and  he  supplies  some  of 
the  best  families  at  Woonsocket.  He  is  a man  of 
enterprise  and  progressive  ideas  and  has  made 
many  improvements  on  bis  farm,  which  is  one  of 
the  fertde  ones  of  this  section.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a Republican,  but  be  is  not  bigoted  and  party 
ties  do  not  bind  him.  He  has  represented  the  Fifth 
ward  in  the  city  council  of  MMonsocket  for  one 
term,  and  was  for  two  years  a member  of  the  school 
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board.  Like  his  brother  he  is  a great  lover  of 
horses,  and  always  keeps  a tine  stable.  Mr.  Cook 
is  a member  of  the  Independent  birder  of  ( )dd  Fel- 
lows. and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  W oonsocket. 
C)n  Ang.  I,  1887,  Mr.  Cook  conducted  the  first 
street  car  run  in  W oonsocket. 

On  July  15,  1861,  Henry  L.  Cook  was  married 
in  New  Hampshire  to  Olive  B.  Hardy,  born  Aug. 
ir,  1844,  in  New  Hampshire,  daughter  of  Luman 
P.  and  iMary  (Heskell)  Hardy,  and  granddaughter 
of  John  Heskell,  of  Rhode  Island.  Mrs.  Cook  is 
a sister  of  the  late  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Miller  of  WMon- 
socket.  She  is  a member  of  the  Ba])tist  Church 
and  is  a faithful  and  energetic  worker  therein.  To 
iMr.  and  IMrs.  Henry  L.  Cook  the  following  chil- 
dren have  been  born ; ( O Henry  died  in  infancy. 

(2j  Flora  P*.  married  Richard  Isener,  of  W'oon- 
socket,  and  has  had  children  as  follows ; Louise, 
wIk)  died  in  August.  1903.  aged  thirteen  years; 
Harry,  who  died  in  infancy ; Lillian  May,  born  in 
1892:  and  W illiam  Cook,  born  in  1894.  (3)  Ber- 

tha E.  married  F'red  A.  Jenckes,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Carl  Francis,  born  in  1892;  and  Earl  Cook, 
born  in  1893.  (4)  Herbert  L.  married  (first)  Isa- 

bella Ellis,  and  (second)  Alice  Erskine,  of  Ran- 
dolph, Yt.,  where  they  reside.  To  the  first  mar- 
riage were  born,  Harry  and  ( )live  G. ; and  to  the 
second,  Donald  L.  (5)  Mary  married  I'Tank  Sim- 
mons. (Cj  Elmer  L.  married  Grace  Partridge, 
and  has  one  child,  Henry  R. 

BENJAMIN  E.  BROWNELL,  who  was  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  and  prosperous  agricul- 
turists of  Newport  county,  was  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  many 
of  whom  have  been  quite  active  in  public  life,  as 
well  as  conspicuous  in  the  early  struggles  for  inde- 
])endence. 

I he  Rhode  Island  Brownells  are  of  long  and 
honorable  standing  in  this  country,  their  coming 
to  New  England  reaching  back  to  almost  the  very 
infancy  of  this  section.  Thomas  Brownell,  the 
j)rogenitor  of  the  Rhode  Island  familv.  is  of  rec- 
ord of  Portsmouth,  this  State,  as  early  as  1647, 
was  made  a freeman  in  1655.  commissioner  for 
a number  of  years  beginning  with  1655.  and  was 
deputy  in  1664.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife 
was  Ann,  and  their  children  were:  ]\Iary,  Sarah, 
Martha.  ( icvjrge,  William,  Thomas,  Robert  and 
Ann. 

George  Brownell,  .son  of  Thomas,  settled  in 
Portsmouth,  and  like  his  father  was  ])rominent 
in  jjublic  afifairs.  William  was  also  of  Portsmouth, 
Little  Compton  and  Dartmouth.  Thomas  lived  in 
Little  Compton  and  Robert  lived  also  in  Little 
Compton  and  at  Portsmouth. 

Through  Thomas  Brownell,  .son  of  the  Ports- 
mouth settler,  the  distinguished  Rhode  Island 
branch,  as  well  as  that  of  Massachusetts,  de- 
scended. ,\mong  noted  peo])le  of  this  family  mav 
be  mentioned  Lieut.  Jonathan  and  Major  Sylvester 


Brownell  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  late  Right. 
Rev.  Thomas  Church  Brownell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 
who  was  the  first  president  of  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  the  third  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Bishop  of  Connecticut. 

Through  George  Brownell,  son  of  the  Ports- 
mouth settler  and  his  wife  Susannah  (Pearce) 
Brownell,  and  their  sons,  the  name  is  still  perpetu- 
ated In  Portsmouth. 

Jefiferson  Brownell,  father  of  Benjamin  E.,  was 
born  April  10,  1797,  at  Portsmouth,  son  of  Col. 
Benjamin  and  grandson  of  Thomas  Brownell.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place,  and  in  early 
manhood  engaged  in  the  whaling  business,  sailing 
out  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  later  in  cod  fish- 
ing along  the  Labrador  coast.  He  worked  as  a 
blacksmith  on  board  tbe  different  vessels,  during 
his  seafaring  life,  but  when  he  gave  up  the  water 
he  settled  down  to  farming  on  a tract  of  land  in 
Portsmouth  owned  by  his  father-in-law,  Daniel 
Wilcox,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  Like  all  of  his 
family  he  was  a man  who  was  held  in  high  regard 
in  his  community.  On  Dec.  25,  1825,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Wilcox,  born  April  10,  1797,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Wilcox.  She  was  a true,' 
Christian  woman  and  a devoted  wife  and  mother. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  were  interred  in  the 
cemetery  attached  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Portsmouth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brownell 
was  born  one  son,  Benjamin  E. 

Benjamin  E.  Brownell,  the  only  child  of  Jef- 
ferson* and  Elizabeth  (Mhlcox)  Brownell,  was  born 
in  Port.smouth,  R.  I.,  Jan.  16,  1827,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  school,  near  his  father’s  home, 
which  during  the  inclement  winter  seasons  was 
taught  by  John  Tallman.  In  his  early  youth  he 
joined  his  father  in  fishing,  hut  later  settled  down 
to  farming  on  the  Wilcox  farm,  where  he  sub- 
sequently erected  a comfortable  home,  barns,  and 
all  necessary  outbuildings.  He  had  made  many  im- 
provements here  and  had  a valuable  property.  For 
many  years  he  had  carried  on  general  farming  and 
market  gardening,  and  sold  his  produce  at  New- 
port and  Fall  River.  Although  reaching  the  age 
when  many  men  retire  from  business  he  was  still 
active  up  to  a short  time  before  his  death,  and 
attended  to  his  agricultural  affairs  for  himself.  He 
was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  re- 
served the  right  to  vote  independently,  when  his 
judgment  inclined  him  to  any  particular  candidate. 
In  view  of  his  long  and  healthful  life,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  intoxicating  liquor  or  tobacco 
never  passed  his  lips,  he  being  strictly  temperate 
in  all  his  habits.  In  every  way  he  was  an  es- 
timable citizen,  and  was  noted  for  his  wide  be- 
nevolence. 

On  Jan.  20,  1851,  Mr.  Brownell  married  Eliza- 
beth Manchester,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Man- 
chester. She  died  Aug.  28,  1882,  aged  forty-nine 
years,  the  mother  of  two  children : Charles  E. 
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and  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
young.  The  former  married  Effie  J.  Poor,  and 
they  have  had  seven  children,  as  follows : Charles 
Truman,  who  died  in  infancy;  a daughter,  who  died 
in  infancy ; Mary  Elizabeth  and  Rebecca  Caroline, 
who  both  died  young;  Effie  Estella,  who  married 
John  Horace  Ward,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  has 
two  children,  John  Horace,  Jr.,  and  Zell  Estella; 
Benjamin  E.,  2d;  and  Nathan  Ellery.  Mr.  Benja- 
min E.  Brownell  was  married  (second)  Aug.  i, 
1883,  to  Mary  D.  Hall,  born  at  Portsmouth,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Hicks)  Hall,  and 
granddaughter  of  George  Hall,  of  whom  extended 
mention  will  be  found  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Brownell, 
like  her  late  husband,  has  a wide  acquaintance 
and  many  friends.  She  is  also  a descendant  of 
an  old  family,  and  her  connections  are  found  in 
many  of  the  prominent  families  scattered  all 
through  New'  England.  On  April  17,  1906,  ]Mr. 
Brownell  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Portsmouth, 
K.  I.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  house  in  wdiich  the  late  Benjamin  E. 
Brownell  was  born  and  which  is  now  occupied  by 
his  only  son,  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  Ports- 
mouth, having  been  built  before  the  Revolution, 
and  during  that  memorable  war  was  occupied  at 
various  times  by  the  Colonial  troops  both  as  offi- 
cers’ headquarters  and  as  a rendezvous  for  the 
soldiers  as  well.  This  house  is  still  in  a good  state 
of  preservation,  although  it  w'as  built  so  many 
years  ago. 

' ORRIN  E.  JONES,  a representative  business 

''inan  of  Providence,  conducting  one  of  the  leading 
storage  warehouse  businesses  in  the  city,  in  addi- 
tion to  being  identitied  with  numerous  other  enter- 
prises, is  a descendant  in  maternal  line  from 
Thomas  Angell,  who  came  to  Rhode  Island  with 
Roger  Williams.  Through  his  father  he  descends 
from  an  old  Connecticut  family. 

Simeon  Jones,  grandfather  of  Orrin  E.,  was  a 
resident  of  the  town  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  his  home 
farm  being  the  one  now  occupied  as  the  town  poor 
farm,  a short  distance  from  the  village  of  Moosup. 
He  followed  butchering  in  addition  to  his  farming 
operations,  and  became  a well-to-do  man,  owning 
a large  amount  of  land.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Central  Village,  and  was 
a man  much  esteemed  and  respected.  He  died 
Dec.  12,  1854,  aged  seventy-four  years.  Mr.  Jones 
married  (first)  Nancy  Prentice,  of  Grisw'old, 
Conn.,  who  died  Dec.  16,  1827,  aged  forty  years. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  were : Charles,  a 
farmer  who  resided  in  Plainfield ; George ; Maria, 
who  married  William  Prior,  and  resided  at  Cen- 
tral Village ; and  Nancy,  who  married  Henry  Case, 
and  resided  in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  where  she  died 
March  26,  1867,  aged  forty-five  years.  Mr.  Jones 
married  (second)  April  15,  1829,  Abby  Prentice, 


sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  she  died  June  5,  1858, 
aged  sixty-eight  years.  There  were  no  children 
to  the  second  marriage. 

George  Jones,  father  of  Orrin  E.,  was  born 
March  28,  1814,  and  remained  at  home  until  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.  He  was  first  employed  as  a 
farm  hand,  and  later  for  a time  was  employed  in 
a shoe  factory  in  Massachusetts.  When  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  purchased  a team  of 
horses,  and  until  the  advent  of  the  railroads,  he 
was  engaged  in  teaming  between  the  factories  in 
the  vicinity  of  I'lainfield  and  Providence,  bring- 
ing back  the  raw  material,  etc.,  from  the  latter  city, 
in  exchange  for  the  finished  product  of  the  facto- 
ries. He  did  a thriving  business  at  the  time,  and 
at  one  period  drove  an  eight-horse  team.  Mr. 
Jones  continued  his  teaming  business  for  eleven 
years,  disposing  of  it  a short  time  previous  to  the 
building  of  the  railroad  through  the  section.  For 
three  years  thereafter  he  engaged  at  teaming  be- 
tween Eiskeville  and  Providence.  In  1849  he 
bought  the  blacksmith  shop  on  High  street,  now 
Westminster,  Providence  (at  the  same  location 
where  his  son  Orrin  E.  now  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness), and  followed  that  business  quite  successfully 
the  rest  of  his  life,  at  times  employing  several  as- 
sistants. Mr.  Jones  was  a well-known  man  in  his 
line,  and  remained  active  in  business  until  his 
death,  Nov.  21,  1887,  he  being  buried  at  Swan 
Point.  He  was  a member  of  the  Church  of  Yah- 
veh,  which  was  later  changed  to  the  Pearl  street 
Baptist  Church. 

On  April  14,  1851,  i\Ir.  Jones  was  married  to 
iMary  Jane  Angell,  born  Feb.  19,  1825,  daughter 
of  Pardon  and  Amey  (Phillips)  Angell,  and  she 
survived  her  husband  and  died  May  8,  1901.  Their 
children  were:  Orrin  E.,  born  June  15,  1852; 
Emma  J.,  born  Aug.  8,  1854,  died  April  4,  1856; 
Anna  A.,  born  June  9,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Mag- 
nus Olsson,  and  they  reside  in  Providence ; Harriet 
C.,  born  April  8,  i860,  married  July  3,  1888,  Rev. 
John  H.  Hartman,  and  resides  at  Milford,  Mas.«., 
where  he  is  pastor  of  Grace  Church,  and  they  have 
children — Mary  Jones  (born  Oct.  i,  1892),  John 
Albert  (born  Nov.  6,  1894),  George  Orrin  (born 
Aug.  17,  1897),  Ruth  Harriet  (born  April  22, 
iqoo),  and  Ada  Sarah  (born  Nov.  22,  1902)  ; Alin- 
nie,  born  Nov.  16,  1862,  died  Nov.  7,  1863 ; Wal- 
ter, born  June  14,  1865,  and  now  living  in  Provi- 
dence, married  Sept.  19,  1888,  Carrie  A.  Harden, 
who  died  Oct.  15,  1902,  aged  thirty-three  years, 
the  mother  of  Carlton  Walter  (born  June  3,  1890), 
Wilfred  Osgood  (born  Sept.  19,  1891,  died  May 
5,  1897),  Harold  Corbin  (born  Feb.  23,  1894), 
Edith  Lillian  (born  April  27,  1896,  died  May  14, 
1897),  and  Ernest  Robert  (born  June *25,  1898). 

Orrin  E.  Jones  was  born  in  Providence,  June 
15,  1852,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  and  the  private  schools  presided  over 
by  Miss  Robinson  and  Mrs.  Harris.  At  the  age  of 
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fifteen  years  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  black- 
smith with  his  father,  and  worked  for  him  until 
the  death  of  the  father,  after  which  Orrin  E.  and 
his  brother  Walter  conducted  the  shop  under  the 
name  of  O.  E.  & W'.  Jones.  Walter  Jones  later 
withdrew  from  the  business,  and  (Jrrin  E.  worked 
at  the  forge  until  1893,  when  he  began  to  devote 
his  entire  attention  to  his  rapidly  increasing  stor- 
age business.  He  was  sole  owner  of  the  black- 
smithing  business  until  April,  1905,  when  he  dis- 
])Osed  of  one-half  interest  to  iMartin  Hewett,  and 
it  is  now  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Jones 
& Hewett.  iMr.  Jones  began  the  establishment  of 
his  storage  warehouse  business  in  1889,  at  No. 
128  Cranston  street.  From  this  building,  which 
was  known  as  the  Lester  building,  he  removed  to 
his  present  location  upon  Central  street,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1893.  At  that  time  there  was  one  wooden 
building  and  one  brick  building  in  the  rear 
used  for  storage  purposes.  In  1895  a brick 
building  of  five  stories  in  height  was  erected  by 
^Ir.  Jones,  fronting  on  Central  street,  and  in  1899 
another  brick  building  of  seven  stories  was  erected. 
These  buildings  are  modern  and  up-to-date  in  every 
way  for  their  purpose.  Mr.  Jones  is  practically 
the  pioneer  of  an  establishment  of  a modern  ware- 
house suitable  for  the  storing  of  household  effects. 
He  is  also  the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate 
on  Westminster  and  Cranston  streets,  being  rated 
among  the  city's  heavy  land-holders.  He  is  prom- 
inent in  financial  circles,  and  is  a director  of  the 
Atlantic  National  Bank,  director  of  the  Fidelity 
2\lercantile  Agency,  director  and  organizer  of  the 
Saco  Brick  Company,  at  Saco,  iMaine,  director  and 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Hall  Cleansing  Com- 
pany, employing  the  vacuum  system  for  house- 
cleaning, and  a director  and  organizer  of  the  Prov- 
idence Realty  Company.  Both  ]\Ir.  Jones  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Pearl  street  Ba])tist  Church,  in 
which  he  is  a deacon. 

IMr.  Jones  was  married  Sept.  8,  1886,  in  Provi- 
dence, to  Miss  Mary  Emma  Worcester,  born  in 
Boston,  daughter  of  George  Francis  and  Amanda 
Elizabeth  (Beal)  Worcester.  Four  children  were 
born  to  tins  union:  George  Worcester,  July  24, 
1887;  Miriam  Elsa,  Aug.  22,  1889;  Gertrude  Flor- 
ence, Jan.  3,  1892;  and  Webster  Stanley,  Aug.  29, 
1895.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  56  Wesleyan 
avenue,  which  iNlr.  Jones  erected  about  1883. 

The  Worcester  family  to  which  Mrs.  Jones  be- 
longs, is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Massachusetts.  The 
early  representative  of  the  family  came  from  Eng- 
land in  Colonial  times.  The  famous  lexicographer 
Ijelonged  to  this  family.  George  Francis  Worces- 
ter, father  of  Mrs.  Jones,  was  born  in  Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a volunteer  in  the  Civil 
war.  1 1 is  wife.  Amanda  Elizabeth  Beal,  was  born 
in  Milton,  Mass.  Their  son,  George,  brother  of 
Mrs.  Orrin  E.  Jones,  was  the  last  male  representa- 
tive of  this  branch  of  the  familv. 


THOiMAS  J.  iMOWRY,  who  passed  from  this 
world  Jan.  29,  1889,  was  one  of  the  successful  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Smithfield.  A man  of 
most  energetic  and  industrious  nature,  he  achieved 
his  position  of  affluence  by  wise  thrift  and  economy. 
A descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
town,  his  lineage  from  Roger  iMowry,  the  ancestor 
of  this  branch  of  the  famil}',  is  traced  down 
through  Nathaniel  (son  of  Roger),  Henry  (son  of 
Nathaniel),  Uriah  and  Stephen  to  Aaron,  who  was 
the  father  of  Thomas  J.  IMowry.  The  detailed  ac- 
counts of  these  generations  appear  elsewhere  in 
this  publication. 

Aaron  IMowry,  son  of  Stephen,  and  father  of 
Thomas  J.,  was  born  March  3,  1765.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  a farmer,  residing  in  Smithfield, 
where  he  died  May  15,  1849.  He  married  Mary 
Sayles,  who  was  born  Feb.  16,  1769,  and  who  died 
Feb.  21,  1861.  Their  children  were:  Anne,  born 
Nov.  6,  1789,  who  died  unmarried,  in  Greenville; 
Russell,  born  Sept.  30,  1791,  who  married  Nancy 
Mowry;  Sayles,  born  Oct.  18,  1793,  who  married 
Airs.  Phebe  Alowry,  widow  of  his  brother  Charles, 
and  daughter  of  Benoni  Latham ; Charles,  born 
Aug.  12,  1795.  who  married  Phebe  Latham; 
Stephen,  born  Feb.  14,  1798,  who  never  married, 
and  resided  at  the  homestead  near  Greenville ; Cy- 
rene,  born  Aug.  7,  1800,  who  married  Burrill 
Brown;  Thomas  J.,  born  Sept.  8,  1804;  Huldah, 
born  Oct.  18,  1809,  wdio  married  Smith  Phillips; 
and  Alary,  born  July  25,  1813,  who  never  married, 
and  died  in  Greenville. 

Thomas  J.  Alowry  was  born  Sept.  8,  1804,  in 
Smithfield,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Abraham 
L.  Alowry,  and  he  was  about  three  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  the  farm  near  Green- 
ville. He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  at  the  old  Green  Academy,  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  present  schoolhouse  at  Greenville. 
Ydien  a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  machin- 
ist with  Caleb  YTstcott,  who  conducted  a machine 
shop  at  Spragueville,  first,  and  later  at  North  Scit- 
uate,  at  which  latter  place  Air.  Alowry  completed 
his  ai)i)renticeship.  He  continued  in  the  employ  of 
Air.  Westcott  until  the  latter  went  out  of  business, 
spending  many  years  in  his  employ. 

Air.  Alowry  was  next  employed  in  Providence 
at  the  Babcock  machine  shop  for  about  three  years, 
after  \vhich  he  and  his  brother  Stephen  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead,  and 
conducted  the  farm  together  for  a number  of  years 
before  Thomas  J.  sold  his  interest  to  his  sister. 
Airs.  Smith  Phillips.  Air.  Alowry  then  removed  to 
a small  i)lace  east  of  the  village  of  Greenville,  on 
the  road  to  Centredale,  where  he  resided  for  twen- 
ty-seven years,  or  until  his  death.  For  twenty 
years  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  late 
William  Winsor,  who  valued  him  very  highly  as 
a most  industrious  man  and  faithful  to  the  interests 
of  those  he  represented.  Air.  Mowry  retired  from 
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active  work  because  of  poor  health,  about  seven 
years  before  he  died.  He  was  buried  in  Greenville. 

JMr.  Mowry  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republi- 
can, but  never  cared  for  public  office,  nor  was  he 
specially  active  in  politics.  When  a young  man  he 
became  a member  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at 
North  Scituate  and  so  remained  until  the  time  of 
his  death. 

On  IMarch  27,  1839,  Wr.  Mowry  was  married 
to  Louisa  Cole  Searle,  who  was  born  May  13,  1815, 
in  Cranston,  daughter  of  W'illiam  Searle  and  Deb- 
orah (Fiske)  Cole.  IMrs.  Mowry  is  yet  living  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gavitt,  at  an  advanced  age. 
Having  no  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  l\Irs. 
Mowry  adopted,  at  the  age  of  three  years,  Ella 
Louisa  Parker,  who  was  born  July  8,  1855,  and 
who  was  married  June  12,  1889,  to  Franklin  Lap- 
ham  Gavitt,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  Betsey  C.  (Max- 
field)  Gavitt.  IMrs.  Gavitt  is  a member  and  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at  Green- 
ville, is  president  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society,  and 
a director  of  the  Greenville  Public  Library.  She  is 
active  in  all  movements  for  the  general  good,  and 
is  one  of  the  foremost  ladies  of  the  community. 
Her  foster  parents  bestowed  upon  her  every  kind- 
ness and  she  in  turn  has  shown  an  unceasing  devo- 
tion to  them. 

COL.  GEORGE  H.  VAUGFIAN,  late  one  of 
Newport’s  highly  respected  citizens,  descended 
from  one  of  New  England’s  early  settled  families. 
His  grandfather,  John  Vaughan,  was  born  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  and  died  in  the  same  city.  He  was  a 
butcher  by  trade,  and  operated  a market  in  New- 
port, later  going  to  New  York  State,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  for  some  time.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Harrison,  of  Apponaug,  R.  L,  and 
to  them  were  born  a family  of  twelve  children. 

George  Vaughan,  father  of  the  Colonel,  was 
born  June  i,  1796,  in  Newport,  and  died  in  that 
place,  July  15,  1871,  aged  seventy-five  years,  one 
month  and  fifteen  days.  He  was  a master  of  ma- 
rine vessels,  sailing  from  Newport  to  foreign  ports. 
He  also  served  his  native  city  as  captain  of  police 
and  town  marshal.  He  was  secretary  of  the  com- 
pany which  owned  the  “Audley  Clarke,”  which 
sailed  from  Newport  to  California,  and  he  made 
that  trip,  remaining  in  California  for  three  years. 
In  politics  Mr.  Vaughan  was  a Whig,  and  later  a 
Republican.  He  was  a member  and  attendant  of 
the  Lhiitarian  Church.  George  Vaughan  was  mar- 
ried in  1826,  to  Sophia  Richmond  Wood,  born  Oct. 
15,  1800,  in  Newport,  daughter  of  Captain  Elna- 
than  Wood,  and  she  died  Aug.  16,  1869.  Their 
children  were:  Sarah  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  Jane  (2),  who  also  died  in  infancy;  William 
Henry,  who  died  aged  three  years ; Sophia  M., 
born  Sept.  10,  1835,  who  died  Dec.  28,  1898,  un- 
married ; George  Augustus,  who  died  aged  seven 
years;  Caroline  A.,  who  is  the  widow  of  John  W. 
Ladd,  M.  D.,  of  Newport ; and  George  Henry. 


George  Henry  ^^aughan  was  l)orn  in  Newport, 
Nov.  13,  1841,  and  attended  school  until  his  fif- 
teenth year,  when  he  became  a clerk  for  T.  & J. 
Coggeshall,  ship  chandlers  on  Commercial  wharf. 
He  remained  with  them  for  seven  and  one-half 
years,  when,  in  partnership  with  James  H.  Clarke, 
he  engaged  in  the  house  furnishing  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Clarke  & Vaughan,  No.  333  Thames 
street.  They  continued  as  such  until  1864,  when 
the  style  was  changed  to  Clarke,  Vaughan  & Co., 
and  in  1868  Mr.  Vaughan  sold  out  his  interests  to 
his  partners,  who  took  the  name  of  Clarke  & Ti- 
tus. In  1873  Mr.  Vaughan  became  clerk  and  ship- 
per for  Titus  & Freeborne,  and  remained  with  that 
firm  until  1901,  when  he  was  made  clerk  of  the 
board  of  police  commissioners,  a position  he  effici- 
ently filled  until  the  new  city  charter  went  into  ef- 
fect, His  death  occurred  July  10,  1908.  He  was 
interred  in  the  Island  cemetery.  Air.  Vaughan  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63, 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  a memlier  of  the  Mian- 
tonomi  Club,  and  treasurer  from  its  formation  until 
his  death. 

On  April  3,  i860.  Air.  V^aughan  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Newport  Artillery  Ctimpany,  and  served 
as  colonel  thereof  for  three  years,  and  as  lieutenant 
colonel  for  a like  period,  making  a total  period  of 
six  years  in  command  of  that  organization.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican.  He  was  captain  of 
Hand  Engine  No.  8,  of  the  A’olunteer  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  a number  of  years,  and  spent  five  years 
on  the  board  of  Fire  Wards,  as  assistant  engineer. 
Colonel  Vaughan  attended  Channing  Alemorial 
(Unitarian)  Church,  which  he  liberally  supported. 

Colonel  Vaughan  was  married  Nov.  13,  1867, 
to  Sarah  Jane  Fludder,  daughter  of  William  and 
Catherine  (Jack)  Fludder,  of  Newport.  Mrs. 
Vaughan  died  Alay  28,  1904,  in  Newport.  No. 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage. 

LaFAYETTE  AIOWRY,  a highly  respected 
citizen  of  Burrillville,  residing  near  Glendale,  is 
a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Roger 
Alowry,  die  ancestor  of  the  family  in  Rhode  Island, 
as  indicated  by  the  following  record : 

(I)  Roger  Alowry. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Alowry,  son  of  Roger. 

(HI)  Captain  Joseph  Alowry,  son  of  Nathaniel. 

(IV)  Joseph  Alowry,  son  of  Captain  Joseph,  was 
born  Eeb.  26,  1698-9,  and  married  Alargery, 
daughter  of  John  and  Alargery  (Whipple)  Alowry. 
Their  children  were:  Alice,  born  Nov.  5,  1738, 
married  a Air.  Smith;  Joseph,  born  April  24,  1740, 
died  unmarried;  Jeremiah,  born  Alarch  24,  1742; 
John,  born  Dec.  4,  1743,  married  Waite  Mowry; 
Amey,  born  Dec.  4,  1746,  married  Peter  Aldrich; 
and  Eleazer,  born  Sept.  5,  1750,  married  Eunice 
Aldrich. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Alowry,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
Alarch  24,  1742,  in  what  is  now  North  Smithfield, 
and  there  spent  his  life.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
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cupation  and  a man  of  much  energy  and  thrift, 
possessing  an  admirable  character.  He  married 
July  15,  1781,  Elizabeth  iMorton,  and  their  children 
were:"  (i)  Rnth,  born  Feb.  13,  1782,  married 
John  Thayer,  of  Douglass,  Mass.,  and  removed 
to  Connecticut.  (2)  Rachel,  born  May  ii,  1784, 
married  M'illiard  Smith,  and  resided  in  Smithheld. 
(3)  Jeremiah,  born  Alay  6,  1786,  known  as  “Es- 
(phre  Jerry,"  and  a prominent  man  of  his  day, 
holding  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  lived 
in  the  eastern  i)art  of  Burrillville  and  kept  a tavern. 
He  married  (first)  Betsey  Steere,  and  (second) 
Rachel  (Brown)  Esten,  widow  of  Buft'um  Esten 
of  Burriilville.  (4)  Morton,  born  June  29,  1789, 
married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Judge  Daniel  Mowry. 
Col.  Morton  iMowry  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Smithfield  in  his  day,  receiving  his  title  as  an  officer 
in  the  local  militia.  (5)  Joseph  was  born  i\lay  25, 

1795- 

(\’I)  Joseph  Mowry,  son  of  Jeremiah, 
born  .May  25,  1795,  in  Smithfield,  resided  there  un- 
til the  spring  of  1833,  when  he  removed  to  Burrill- 
ville and  settled  on  a farm  along  the  Douglass 
turnpike,  owned  by  his  father.  Later  he  rented  this 
farm  to  other  parties  and  removed  to  another  farm 
in  Burrillville,  where  he  died  Dec.  20,  1877,  and 
was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  his  own  farm.  He 
was  a farmer  all  of  his  life,  and  a quiet,  industrious 
man.  He  was  married  May  10,  1822,  to  Martha, 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  i\lary  Staples  of  Smith- 
field.  and  she  died  May  10,  1889.  Their  children 
were:  Hannah  S.,  born  Dec.  10,  1824,  married 
(first)  Donison  A.  Inman,  (second)  Darling 
White  (now  deceased),  and  resides  at  Bridgeton; 
Jeremiah,  born  Aug.  9,  1825,  married  Ann  Eliza 
Ross,  and  is  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  in 
JUirrillville ; Nathan  S.,  born  Eeb.  23,  1827,  married 
Eouisa  Ouackenbos,  and  removed  to  the  State  of 
Michigan;  James,  born  July  10,  1829,  married 
(first)  klary  Ouackenbos,  (second)  Eaura  Lobdell, 
and  died  at  Georgetown,  Mich.,  where  he  had  en- 
gaged in  farming;  Mary  E.,  horn  Eeb.  3,  1831,  is 
the  widow  of  Freeman  N.  Carr,  a farmer,  and  re- 
sides at  St.  Johns,  Mich. ; Minerva,  born  May  10, 
1832,  is  the  widow  of  Willard  Darling,  a farmer, 
and  resides  at  Harrisville ; LaEayette,  horn  Oct. 
II,  1833;  Eliza  Ann,  born  June  19,  1835,  died  un- 
married in  her  twenty-first  year ; Charles,  born  Eeb. 
10,  1837,  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  Burrillville, 
where  he  died  unmarried;  Martin  L..  born  Oct.  23, 
1838,  is  unmarried;  Martha  1’.,  born  in  1840,  mar- 
ried lames  Anderson,  and  resided  in  .Michigan, 
where  she  died;  Mercy  Cornelia,  born  March  5, 
1842,  died  aged  four  months;  .8amuel  E.,  born 
Nov.  27.  1843,  married  Rebecca  IC  I'aft,  was  a 
farmer  and  died  in  Burrillville;  and  Thomas  Dorr, 
born  I'eb.  23,  1845.  died  in  infancy. 

( \’ll)  Lab'ayette  Mowry,  bfirn  at  the  homestead 
farm  in  Ihirrillville,  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  leaving- 
home  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  to  earn  his  own 


way.  He  was  employed  as  a farm  laborer  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  took  up  mill  work,  being  em- 
ployed in  different  capacities  in  the  Glendale  mill 
for  several  years,  and  for  four  years  was  a night 
watchman  in  the  Nichols  mill  at  Oak  Valley.  ]\ir. 
iMowry  erected  his  present  comfortable  residence 
and  farm  buildings,  and  for  the  past  quarter-cen- 
tury has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

On  iMay  2,  18O0,  i\lr.  Mowry  was  married  in 
Woonsocket,  R.  T,  to  Hannah  E.  Jenckes,  born 
Alarch  8,  1842,  in  Burrillville,  daughter  of  Jason 
and  .\lialma  (Jnman)  Jenckes,  and  to  this  union 
there  have  been  born : Herbert  LaEayette,  born 
Jan.  24,  1861,  wbo  married  iMary  Clarkson,  was  a 
skilled  carpenter  in  Burrillville,  where  he  died  July 
22,  1896;  Frank  Belmont,  born  July  19,  1865,  who 
married  Jennie  Robinson,  resides  at  U.xbridge, 
-Mass.,  where  he  is  a boss  carder;  Irving  LeRoy, 
born  July  16,  1868,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at 
East  Douglass,  Mass.,  where  he  is  identified  with 
a mercantile  business;  and  Flora  Evelyn,  born  Nov. 
29,  1876,  died  Nov.  25,  1885. 

Mr.  iMowry  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  has 
never  cared  for  public  office.  He  is  a member  of 
no  organizations  or  secret  societies,  being  a home- 
loving  man  in  every  way.  He  has  always  been  a 
hard-working  man,  thoroughly  upright  and  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings  and  he  and  his  family  com- 
mand the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

AMOS  J.  DAWLEY  is  one  of  the  best  known^ 
and  thriftiest  citizens  of  the  town  of  Richmond, 
and  the  family  of  which  he  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive has  been  known  for  a long  period  in  Richmond 
and  adjacent  towns. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Dawleys  in  this  section 
was  Michael  Dawley,  who  died  in  February,  1792. 
His  wife  died  in  1819.  Their  children  were:  iMary, 
who  died  in  .\pril,  1801  ; Warren,  who  died  in  No- 
vember, 1802  ; and  John. 

John  Dawley,  .son  of  iMichael,  was  born  March 
I,  1786,  and  he  died,  after  a life  devoted  to  farm- 
ing, March  16.  1825.  His  wife,  Mary  Herenton, 
who  died  Dec.  28..  1845.  was  of  Exeter.  Their 
childrcn  were:  Amos  J.,  born  Eeb.  14,  1812;  and 
Amy,  born  .May  6,  1819,  who  married  Christopher 
Eillibridge,  of  Exeter. 

Amos  J.  Dawley,  son  of  John,  born  Eeb.  14, 
1812,  passed  his  boyhood  in  Richmond.  For  some 
time  after  his  marriage  he  resided  at  E.xeter,  but 
in  1845  he  returned  to  Richmond,  and  there  passed 
tlie  rest  of  his  days,  engaged  in  running  the  hotel 
at  Wyoming.  He  died  A[)ril  1.  1904.  On  June 

1.  1844.  he  married  Sarah  Blivcn,  who  was  born 
.Ma\-  30,  1809.  sister  to  Bradford  Blivcn;  she  died 
I'eb.  4.  1894.  'Their  children  were:  Mary  A.; 
Sarah;  Caroline  M.;  and  Amos  J.,  Jr.,  born  April 

2.  1850.  .Ml  of  these  children  died  in  childhood 
except  the  last  named. 

Amos  J.  Dawley,  Jr.,  son  of  Amos  J.,  born 
.\pril  2,  1850,  received  his  fir.st  training  in  the 
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district  schools,  later  going  to  Newport,  where 
he  attended  school  from  i860  to  1865.  He  then 
entered  the  Academy  at  Andover,  Mass.,  from 
which,  however,  he  was  compelled  to  return  home 
on  account  of  a severe  illness.  For  two  or  three 
years  in  early  life  he  engaged  in  house  painting  in 
Richmond,  and  from  1885  to  1889  was  with  J. 
Wilbur  & Co.,  dealers  in  securities  in  Providence. 
In  the  latter  year  he  succeeded  to  his  father’s  busi- 
ness, and  always  maintained  the  enviable  reputa- 
tion of  the  inn.  In  the  early  nineties  he  discon- 
tinued the  business.  In  politics  Mr.  Dawley  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  a delegate  to  the  national 
convention  in  Chicago,  in  1892,  when  Grover 
Cleveland  was  nominated  for  the  third  time.  He 
is  a man  whose  integrity  has  never  been  questioned. 
For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  Mechanics' 
Lodge,  No.  14,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  passing  through  all  tlic 
chairs,  and  he  was  also  a member  of  Niantic  En- 
campment, No.  7,  of  that  order. 

On  July  19,  1869,  Mr.  Dawley  was  married  to 
Anna  L.  Straight,  of  West  Greenwich. 

JOB  A.  SMITH,  a resident  of  Pascoag,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying,  is  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  town  of  Burrillville 
and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Rhode  Island. 

John  Smith,  “miller,”  of  Dorchester,  Mass., 
was  among  those  banished  in  September,  1635, 
from  Massachusetts  by  the  General  Court  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  in  company  with  Roger  Williams 
and  four  others  came  to  Providence  in  the  spring 
or  summer  of  1636.  They  made,  it  is  said,  the  first 
settlement  in  this  territory,  and  Mr.  Smith  became 
an  important  man  in  the  new  Colony,  serving  as 
town  clerk  in  1641.  The  Christian  name  of  his 
wife  was  Alice,  and  the  - name  was  perpetuated 
through  tlieir  son  John,  of  Providence,  who  mar- 
ried vSarah  Whipple  and  who  served  as  deputy 
and  was  for  years  town  clerk.  This  John  had  a 
large  family — ten  children,  seven  of  whom  were 
sons,  all  of  whom  but  two  married,  and  from  them 
have  come  a numerous  posterity.  The  early  gener- 
ations lived  in  what  was  ancient  Providence,  out 
of  which  territory  came  a number  of  the  present 
towns  of  Providence  county.  One  of  these  towns 
— Glocester — in  1806  was  divided,  one  part  being 
incorporated  as  the  town  of  Burrillville,  where 
and  in  the  surrounding  towns  reside  many  of  the 
descendants  of  the  settler.  John  Smith,  “miller,” 
was  born  in  1595,  and  died  not  far  from  1648. 

In  the  town  of  Burrillville  is  a record  of  the 
children  of  Jesse  and  Sabra  Smith,  great-grand- 
parents of  Job  A.  Smith,  viz. : Lucina,  born  May 

1783;  Alsada,  April  14,  1791;  Sarah,  June  10, 
^793;  Abigail,  April  9,  1795;  Elisha,  July  8,  1797; 
Sabin,  March  22,  1799;  Aaron,  Nov.  18,  1801 ; and 
Martin,  April  29,  1804. 

.Sabin  Smith,  son  of  Jesse,  was  born  March  22, 
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1799.  He  was  a man  of  great  activity  in  business 
circles,  and  was  engaged  in  a number  of  enter- 
prises in  the  course  of  his  busy  career,  keeping  a 
tavern  at  Pawtucket,  where  he  did  a large  busi- 
ness; a store  near  the  White  schoolhouse,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Burrillville ; a boarding- 
house in  New  York  City ; and  a tavern  which  he 
erected  near  Brandy  Brook,  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  town  of  Glocester.  In  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  he  carried  on  farming  in  Burrillville,  and 
he  died  Jan.  10,  i860;  he  was  buried  in  a private 
yard  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Henry  C. 
Sayles.  Sabin  Smith  was  a well  known  citizen, 
both  because  of  his  native  ability  and  his  unim- 
peachable integrity,  and  he  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  settle  estates,  also  writing  several  wills. 
He  himself  had  a rather  unpleasant  experience  in 
this  line.  In  1845  made  a trip  to  England  to 
look  up  a will  made  in  South  Shields,  England,  in 
1716,  by  one  Martin  Potter,  evidently  concerning 
some  property  in  which  Mr.  Smith  was  interested. 
He  spent  three  years  in  the  search,  secured  the  nec- 
essary evidence  to  make  a case,  and  was  eventually 
deprived  of  his  papers  through  the  fraud  and  infi- 
delity of  others  interested.  He  was  left  in  Eng- 
land pennile.'is,  but  after  many  trials  and  privations 
managed  to  return  to  his  native  country  in  1848. 

On  Nov.  7,  1824,  Sabin  Smith  married  (first) 
Lillis  Sayles,  who  was  born  Feb.  23,  1805,  daugh- 
ter of  Ahab  and  Lillis  (Steere)  Sayles,  and  died 
Dec.  2,  1850,  in  New  York  City.  On  Dec. 
20,  1854,  Mr.  Smith  married  (second)  Rachel 

Harris,  of  Smithfield,  who  survives  him  and 
now  resides  in  that  town.  His  children, 
all  born  to  the  first  union,  were  as  follows : 
Nelson  \V.,  born  Aug.  13,  1825,  married  Olive  Par- 
ker; he  was  a machinist  and  later  a farmer,  and 
removed  to  Larrabee,  Cherokee  Co.,  Iowa,  where 
he  died.  Henry  Lyman,  twin  to  Nelson  W.,  was 
the  father  of  Job  A.  Smith.  Minerva,  born  June 
7,  1827,  died  Feb.  28,  1854.  Mary,  born  June  29, 
1832,  married  Benjamin  Colman,  and  removed  to 
.St.  Louis,  Mo.  Fluldah,  born  Dec.  7,  1834,  mar- 
ried Theodore  Cholett,  a steamboat  engineer,  and 
died  in  New  York  May  9,  1862.  Almira,  born 
Aug.  30,  1838,  died  Oct.  21,  1856.  Martin,  born 
Dec.  8,  1840,  married  Sarah  R.  Barlow  ; he  was  a 
farmer,  later  a steamboat  engineer,  and  died  March 
14,  1864.  Francis,  born  Oct.  i,  1844,  died  unmar- 
ried at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

Henry  Lyman  Smith,  son  of  Sabin,  was  born 
Aug.  13,  1825,  in  Burrillville.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  machinist,  serving  an  apprenticeship  in 
the  Flopkins  Machine  Works,  and  being  naturally 
of  a mechanical  turn  became  a skilled  workman. 
His  employment  in  the  Hopkins  shops  covered  al- 
together twenty-six  years,  but  he  was  not  there 
continuously,  being  engaged  at  different  periods 
in  the  machine  shop  of  Asa  Westcott,  at  Hopedale ; 
a machine  shop  at  Millville,  Mass. ; a machine  shop 
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at  Holyoke,  ^lass. ; a machine  shop  at  Worcester, 
Mass.,  of  which  he  was  superintendent ; and  for  a 
time  he  was  associated  with  Asa  Ross  in  the  manu- 
facture of  spindles  at  \\'orcester.  He  abandoned 
work  at  his  trade  several  years  before  his  death, 
w hich  occurred  Nov.  16,  18^93,  at  Pascoag,  and  he 
was  buried  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Chepa- 
chet.  Mr.  Smith  took  little  interest  in  public  or 
l)ohtical  affairs,  though  he  was  a stanch  Republi- 
can in  belief.  Pie  was  a member  of  Friendship 
Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  F.  A.  PL,  at  Chepachet. 

Henry  L.  Smith  married  Phebe  P'.  Eddy,  who 
was  born  Jan.  30,  1830,  in  Burrillville,  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Harriet  E.  (Olney)  Eddy,  and  to  this 
union  was  born  one  son.  Job  Augustus.  Mrs. 
Smith  died  March  20,  1906. 

Job  Augustus  Smith  was  horn  at  Bridgeton, 
in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  Oct.  28,  1848.  When 
a hoy  he  began  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade  wdth 
his  father,  but  he  did  not  take  kindly  to  such  wmrk, 
and  continued  it  for  only  about  a year  and  a half. 
P'rom  that  time  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  beginning  therein  as  a farm  la- 
borer. In  time  he  was  enabled  to  pay,  with  his 
savings,  a j^tart  of  the  price  of  the  farm  near  Pla- 
pleville  formerly  owned  by  his  uncle,  PPartin 
Smith,  going  heavily  into  debt  for  the  balance.  He 
set  to  work  eagerly,  and  clearing  the  woodland 
gained  enough  profit  from  the  timber  to  clear  him 
of  debt.  He  remained  on  this  farm  several  years, 
during  which  time,  in  addition  to  farming,  he  did 
a large  business  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  cat- 
tle. In  the  latter  line  he  made  frequent  trips  to 
Brighton  and  other  markets,  buying  cattle  and 
bringing  them  to  Burrillville,  where  he  disposed  of 
them.  In  1876  Plr.  Smith  removed  to  IHscoag, 
where  for  about  two  years  he  w^as  engaged  in  dam 
construction.  In  1878,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  he  bought  the  livery  business  of  Simon  T. 
•Smith,  which  they  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  H.  L.  & L A.  Smith,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father  Job  A.  Smith  became  sole  owner,  continuing 
to  carry  on  the  establishment  wdth  marked  success 
until  November,  1897,  when  he  disposed  of  his  in- 
terests in  that  line.  In  1895  PIr.  Smith  completed 
the  fine  livery  barn,  wdfich  he  still  owms.  He  did 
a large  and  profitable  business  as  a liveryman,  hav- 
ing a first-class  j)atronagc,  to  which  he  catered  in 
corresponding  style.  Since  he  has  been  out  of  the 
livery  business  he  has  given  all  his  attention  to 
farming  and  dairying,  l)eing  one  of  the  largest 
land-holders  in  the  tow'n  and  doing  a large  husi- 
enss.  He  has  always  been  hard-working  and 
thrifty,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  substantial 
edtizens  and  reliable  business  men  of  his  locality. 
Pinch  of  the  credit  of  his  success  he  feels  is  due 
to  the  help  and  co-operation  of  his  cajtahle  wdfe, 
whose  well-directed  industrv  and  judiciotis  man- 
agement of  the  household  affairs,  as  well  as  wdse 
counsel  in  his  business  operations,  have  been  of 
great  assistance  to  her  husband. 


PIr.  Smith  was  first  married  to  Emily  IP.  Har- 
ris, daughter  of  Amaziah  Harris,  of  Burrillville. 
She  died  Dec.  25,  1876,  and  on  Sept.  30,  1879, 
Smith  married  (second)  Olive  PI.  Shippee,  a na- 
tive of  Glocester,  daughter  of  Adin  S.  and  Bethia 
(Shippee)  Shippee.  Plr.  and  PIrs.  Smith  are  kind- 
hearted  and  hospitable  people,  and  they  are  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know^  them.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a charter  member  of  Granite  Lodge,  No 
33,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  held  offices.  He 
is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  in  local 
elections  he  supports  the  men  best  fitted  for  office 
regardless  of  party  affiliations. 

JOHN  GIFFARD  WATSON.  In  the  death 
of  John  Giffard  Watson,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  which 
occurred  suddenly  Oct.  3,  1900,  while  in  the  office 
of  the  Providence-Washington  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  that  city  on  business,  the  towm  of  Bristol 
lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  citizens,  the  commun- 
ity one  of  its  useful  men  and  the  banking  interests 
a most  efficient  and  faithful  officer. 

The  name  of  Watson  was  adopted  at  the  time 
the  American  ancestor  of  the  family  was  natural- 
ized. The  grandfather  of  John  G.  Watson  was 
Jean  Giffard,  of  the  Island  of  Jersey,  in  the  British 
Channel.  Pie  lived  in  St.  Auhin,  St.  Brelarde’s 
Parish,  in  1770,  where  his  son  Jean  was  horn  and 
baptized,  as  recorded  in  the  register  of  Baptism  in 
the  Parish  of  St.  Brelarde.  He  married  Piarie  Le 
Quesne,  wdio  died  at  an  early  age  leaving  three 
children,  Jean,  Edouard  and  Piarie.  She  was  buried 
in  the  parish  churchyard  three  miles  from  St.  Au- 
bin,  her  remains  being  carried  on  the  shoulders  of 
four  hearers,  others  following  with  small  tables 
on  winch  to  place  the  bier  while  the  bearers  rested 
by  the  wayside.  Her  brother-in-law,  John  Arthur, 
took  Jean,  then  eight  years  old.  into  his  familv, 
and  he  was  tenderly  cared  for.  His  cousin,  Philip 
Arthur,  was  his  lifelong  friend  and  correspondent, 
their  letters  covering  the  years  from  1817  to  1864. 
Of  the  other  children.  Piarie  w^as  adopted  by  her 
L^ncle  Angot  of  Normandy,  and  she  died  in  France 
in  t86o.  Edouard  lived  with  his  mother’s  uncle, 
and  w'as  probably  drowmed  while  on  his  way  from 
Plarseilles  to  England  in  1830. 

At  an  early  age  Jean  Giffard  shipped  as  a cabin 
hoy  on  a privateer,  during  the  w'-ar  between  Eng- 
land and  France.  The  vessel  w^as  soon  seized  and 
the  crew  taken  to  France  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
w'ere  kept  there  until  peace  was  proclaimed.  When 
Napoleon  was  made  emperor  the  prisoners  were 
given  a holiday,  and  a double  allow^ance  of  food. 
Thev  heard  the  riiming  of  hells,  and  other  demon- 
strations of  joy.  During  the  w'ar  hetw^cen  England 
and  the  United  States,  1812-15,  Jean  Giffard  came 
on  an  Engli.sh  ship  to  Halifax,  where  he  had  rela- 
tives. As  soon  as  he  landed  he  was  seized  and  im- 
pressed into  the  English  service  on  a man-of-war. 
He  resented  this  unlawftil  proceeding,  and  in  1815. 
wliile  the  vessel  waas  in  Havana,  Cuba,  he  escaped 
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with  some  of  the  boat's  crew,  and  in  June,  1815, 
he  shipped  to  the  Lnited  States  in  the  “Matilda,” 
Capt.  Eddy,  of  Warren,  and  he  was  naturalized  as 
John  Giffard  Watson.  He  had  been  identified  with 
one  of  the  Napoleonic  wars,  and  also  the  war  of 
1812.  After  a successful  seafaring  life,  and  one 
of  many  unusual  adventures,  he  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  in  1850,  and  for  fourteen  years  lived 
a quiet,  uneventful  life  in  Warren.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1821,  he  married  Hetty  Newhall,  who  died 
in  1822,  leaving  a babe,  Mary,  who  married  Rev. 
James  Mulcahey,  D.  D.,  rector  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Trinity  Parish,  New  York  City.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1825,  he  married  (second)  Nancy  Burr,  of 
Warren.  He  died  Feb.  21,  1864.  The  children 
of  this  last  marriage  were:  John  G.  and  Eleanora. 

John  Gifi'ard  Watson  was  born  Sept.  25,  1830, 
in  the  town  of  Warren,  R.  I.  After  his  school  days 
were  over  he  learned  the  jeweler’s  trade.  Later 
on,  associated  with  Joseph  'M.  'Wardwell,  of  Bris- 
tol, he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Law- 
rence, Mass.  In  about  the  year  1861  Mr.  Watson 
located  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  where  for  a time  he  was 
identified  with  the  firm  of  William  B.  Spooner  & 
Son,  who  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  refin- 
ing oils.  Along  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Watson  entered  the  employ  of  the  Eagle  National 
r>ank  at  Bristol  as  a clerk  and  assistant  to  Mr.  El- 
kanah  French,  who  was  then  cashier  of  the  bank. 
Subsequently  he  succeeded  Mr.  French  in  that  po- 
sition, a relation  he  sustained  to  the  bank  until  his 
death.  Mr.  Watson  was  also  vice-president  of  the 
Bristol  County  Savings  Bank,  a director  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  and  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  and  treasurer  of  the  Rogers  Free  Li- 
brary. He  was  also  identified  with  the  Home  for 
Destitute  Children,  and  as  well  auditor  of  accounts 
for  other  charitable  institutions.  He  was  the  first 
and  only  treasurer  of  the  Rogers  Library,  and  from 
its  organization,  some  twenty-two  years  before  his 
death,  he  was  an  especially  interested  and  active 
member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  He  was  inti- 
mately associated  with  and  a warm  friend  of  the 
founder  of  the  library. 

While  a resident  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  IMr.  Wat- 
son was  married,  June  17.  1858,  to  Miss  IMary  A. 
Spooner,  daughter  of  the  late  William  B.  Spooner. 
Two  children  were  born  to  the  marriage,  namely : 
Anna  B.,  bern  May  13,  1859,  who  married  Henry 
W.  Remington,  of  Chicago,  111.,  City  Agent  of  the 
Merchants  Publishing  Company  of  Kalamazoo ; 
and  Edward  Le  Quesne  (named  for  his  great-uncle 
Edouard  Giffard,  and  his  great-grandmother,  Ma- 
rie Le  Quesne),  horn  June  16,  1863,  president  of 
the  Providence  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Edward  LeQuesne  Watson  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Bristol,  taking  the  full  course. 
He  then  entered  a general  country  store  in  Bristol 
as  clerk.  In  1881,  he  began  as  a clerk  of  the  Prov- 
idence-Washington  Insurance  Company,  and  later 
on  he  became  a special  agent  in  New  York  and 


New  England  for  the  same  company.  In  1889 
he  was  elected  secretary  yf  that  company,  second 
vice  president  in  1902,  resigning  the  latter  position 
on  being  elected  president  of  the  Providence  Mu- 
tual Fire  Insurance  Company  in  1902.  Mr.  Wat- 
son has,  in  addition,  a large  local  agency,  known 
as  the  Snow  & Barker  Agency,  doing  a large  busi- 
ness. He  is  a director  in  the  Franklin  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  is  president  of  the  Insur- 
ance Association  of  Providence,  a rate  making 
body ; auditor  of  the  Providence  Protective  Depart- 
ment in  connection  with  the  City  Fire  Department; 
treasurer  of  Providence  Lying-In  Hospital.  He  is 
one  of  the  successful  and  keen  young  business  men 
of  the  State.  Mr.  Watson  is  independent  in  poli- 
tics, and  as  such  he  was  elected  to  the  town  coun- 
cil in  1899,  and  was  elected  president  of  the  coun- 
cil for  that  year.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  been  in 
Bristol,  but  in  April,  1900,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Providence  at  No.  400  Angell  street.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Agawam  Flunt  Club,  of  East  Provi- 
dence, the  Hope  Club,  the  Squantum  Club  and  the 
Bristol  Yacht  Club. 

Mr.  Watson  married  (first)  in  September, 
1887,  Frances  Arvilla  Gladding,  daughter  of  John 
H.  Gladding;  she  died  in  April,  1898.  In  1899  he 
married  (.second)  Reba  Bradford,  of  Utica,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  George  R.  Bradford,  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Gov.  William  Bradford.  He  has 
no  children. 

PATRICK  J.  CONLEY.  For  over  forty  years 
the  name  of  Conley  has  been  conspicuous  in  Woon- 
socket, and  has  been  well  known  throughout  the 
State.  The  late  Patrick  J.  Conley,  who  was  for 
years  the  general  superintendent  of  the  Woon- 
socket Rubber  Company,  and  later  the  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  United  States  Rubber  Com- 
pany, was  a man  whose  superior  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind,  together  with  his  indomitable  energy 
and  will,  led  him  from  a poor  boy — from  obscurity 
— to  one  of  high  position  among  his  fellow  men. 
He  was  born  Jan.  26,  1843,  Ireland,  one  of  the 
eleven  children  of  James  and  Isabella  (Reilly) 
Conley. 

In  1848  the  family  came  to  America,  locating 
in  New  York  City,  on  the  present  site  of  the  “Little 
Church  Around  the  Corner.”  The  father  died  in 
1854.  He  had  brought  his  family  up  in  the  faith 
of  the  Church  of  Rome.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  never  took  an  active  part  in  party 
work.. 

Patrick  J.  Conley  attended  the  schools  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home.  When  a young  man  he  lo- 
cated in  Woonsocket,  and  there  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  in  the  mill  of  the  Harris  W oolen  plant. 
For  years  thereafter  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
various  contractors,  and  in  time  became  foreman 
for  Nathaniel  Elliott,  a contractor  and  builder. 
Still  later  Mr.  Conley,  associated  with  Horace 
Jenckes  and  Joseph  Page,  began  business  for  him- 
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self  in  contracting  and  building.  It  was  this  firm 
that  built  the  Precious  Blood  Church  at  Woon- 
socket, and  also  the  Husi'c  Hall  and  the  Fisherville 
Mill.  Later  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  and 
alone  he  built  the  Lawrence  Felting  Company’s 
building  at  Millville,  iMass.,  the  Dean  Academy  at 
b'ranklin.  Mass.,  and  many  other  structures.  In 
1882  Mr.  Conley  completed  the  construction  of  the 
big  Millville  plant  of  the  Woonsocket  Rubber  Com- 
pany, and  was  made  superintendent  of  the  works 
by  I’resident  Banigan.  Later  he  was  given  charge 
as  general  superintendent  of  both  the  WMonsocket 
and  the  IMillville  plants  of  the  Woonsocket  Rubber 
Company.  Not  long  prior  to  his  death,  shortly 
after  the  “rubber  combine,”  he  was  made  general 
superintendent  of  the  United  States  Rubber  Com- 
pany, having  charge  of  all  its  plants.  For  several 
years  his  business  duties  required  that  half  his  time 
each  day  be  spent  at  iMillville  and  half  in  the  Woon- 
socket factory,  and  after  the  combining  of  certain 
plants  throughout  the  country  under  the  name  of 
the  United  States  Rubber  Company,  his  larger  du- 
ties frequently  took  him  out  of  Woonsocket,  and 
it  was  on  one  of  these  out  of  town  business  trips 
that  his  life  was  .so  suddenly  and  so  unexpectedly 
cut  off.  This  sad  event  occurred  in  the  City  of 
New  York  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  14,  1893.  Mr. 
Conley  had  gone  to  New  York  on  business,  and  in 
the  evening  had  left  his  hotel,  the  “Plaza,”  on  Fif- 
ty-ninth street  and  Fifth  avenue,  for  the  theatre. 
After  leaving  a down  town  car  at  Thirtieth  street, 
and  while  crossing  Broadway  from  west  to  east 
near  that  jioint,  he  was  struck  by  a car  coming  up 
town  and  almost  instantly  killed.  His  remains  were 
conveyed  to  his  home  city,  and  there  in  one  of  the 
beautiful  cemeteries  were  laid  to  rest  amid  the 
grief  of  the  entire  community,  for  his  charming 
jiersonality  and  upright  life  had  won  the  affection 
of  all.  His  funeral  was  held  at  St.  Charles  Church, 
and  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  employer  and 
employed,  and  persons  of  varying  religious  beliefs 
were  there  to  pay  a last  tribute  of  respect  to  his 
memory.  After  the  requiem  mass  Father  McCabe 
]n-eached  the  sermon,  saying  among  other  things : 
“He  has  left  a good  name  behind  him.  I have 
known  him  from  a child.  As  an  altar  boy,  a young 
man,  and  a father  his  conduct  has  been  above  re- 
])roach.  As  an  altar  boy  he  was  obedient  and  re- 
.spected  religion.  He  was  a grand  young  man,  in- 
dustrious and  temperate.  As  a husband  and  father 
he  was  tender  and  kind.  As  a citizen  and  friend 
you  all  knew  his  worth.” 

Superintendent  Conley  was  possessed  of  a big 
heart  and  a generous  nature.  Nature  had  given 
him  a large  physique  and  endowed  him  liberally 
In  intellect.  1 1 is  stature  though  large  was  hardly 
less  than  his  intellect — a combination  giving  him 
a commanding  presence,  a strong  personality.  He 
had  so  conducted  his  life  as  to  win  the  love,  esteem 
and  respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  moved. 
He  was  strong  in  his  opinions,  in  his  likes  and  dis- 


likes, yet  careful  in  forming  them.  Scarcely  a 
higher  tribute  could  be  paid  a man  than  that  ac- 
corded to  Mr.  Conley  by  his  business  associate  and 
friend,  the  late  Joseph  Banigan,  president  of  the 
United  States  Rubber  Company,  who  in  substance 
said  that  Mr.  Conley  was  a mechanical  genius  and 
a man  of  great  executive  ability;  that  he  was  ab- 
stemious in  his  habits,  and  thoroughly  wrapped  up 
in  his  family  and  home  life,  and  that  he  was  rather 
loved  than  liked.  “We  had  the  most  implicit  con- 
fidence in  him.”  President  Banigan  in  fact  placed 
the  highest  value  on  his  services.  The  fact  that 
Superintendent  Conley  received,  perhaps,  a larger 
salary  than  any  other  man  in  Woonsocket  only  em- 
phasized this  estimate  of  the  man  by  one  who  knew 
him  so  long  and  so  well  and  was  so  competent  to 
judge  of  him. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Executive  committee  of 
the  United  States  Rubber  Company  held  Nov.  15,. 
1893,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Where.\s.  Patrick  J.  Conley  was  superintendent  of  the 
Woonsocket  Rubber  Company,  and  as  such,  well  known 
to  and  possessing  the  complete  and  entire  confidence  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  United  States  Rubber  Com- 
pany, liecause  of  his  high  character,  his  straightforward 
manliness,  his  exalted  sense  of  duty  and  his  exceptional 
experience  and  ability,  and 

Where.^s  It  has  pleased  Almighty  Providence  to  sud- 
denly remove  him  from  his  family,  his  friends  and  his 
co-workers,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  expresses  its  most  pro- 
found sorrow  and  its  sincerest  sympathy  with  his  bereaved 
wife  and  children,  and  all  those  who  knew  him  well  feel 
a sense  of  great  personal  loss  in  his  unhappy  removal 
from  their  midst. 

Joseph  Banigan,  President. 

Charles  L.  Johnson,  Secretary. 

About  1866,  Mr.  Conley  was  married  to  Miss- 
Ann  L.  Kelly,  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  this  un- 
ion was  blessed  with  the  following  children;  Isa- 
belle (deceased);  James  H. ; IMary  F. ; Elizabeth 
A.,  who  married  Dr.  Mhlliam  Barry ; Katliarine  I. ; 
Margaret  M.,  who  married  Edward  F.  Cunning- 
ham : Gertrude  M. ; Annie  L..  a teacher;  Genevieve 
A. ; Bertha  U. ; Alice  V. ; Madaline  R. ; and  Ce- 
cilia A. 

HENRY  C.  LUTHER,  who  is  engaged  as  a 
lapidary  and  manufacturer  of  imitation  precious 
stones,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  C.  Luther  & 
Co.,  Providence,  is  one  of  the  oldest,  probably  the 
very  oldest,  manufacturer  in  his  line  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Luther  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion of  Capt.  John  Luther,  who  came  from  Dorset, 
England,  to  America  in  1636,  and  was  of  record  at 
Taunton,  Mass.,  in  1639.  line  of  descent  comes 
down  as  follows:  Capt.  John,  Hezekiah,  Tdeut. 
Hezekiah,  Edward,  James,  Martin  and  Harley, 
who  was  the  father  of  Henry  C.  Luther. 

Harley  Luther  was  born  Feb.  25,  1804,  in  Scitu- 
ate,  R.  I.,  and  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  that  town,. 
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He  settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  on  a 
large  farm  that  came  to  him  by  inheritance  from 
James  Whidden,  an  uncle,  who  married  Chloe  Lu- 
ther, an  aunt  of  Harley  Luther.  A part  of  this 
farm  extended  into  the  town  of  Glocester.  i\lr. 
Luther  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  and  was  much 
respected  and  esteemed.  His  house  was  the  cen- 
ter of  hospitality,  and  it  was  at  his  home  that  three 
of  his  brothers,  Albert,  Isaac  and  William,  lived 
until  they  died. 

Harley  Luther  was  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment  until  the  election  of  Franklin  Pierce, 
after  which  he  was  a Whig,  and  when  the  Re- 
publican party  was  formed  he  became  a supporter 
of  its  principles,  and  continued  so  until  his  death, 
May  5,  1877.  In  1843  he  was  a representative 
from  Scituafe,  being  elected  by  the  Dorr  faction, 
and  he  also  held  a few  of  the  minor  offices  in  the 
town.  He  was  an  attendant  and  supporter  of  the 
Universalist  Church. 

Mr.  Luther  was  married  at  Scituate,  April  21, 
1828,  to  Abhie  Bowen,  daughter  of  James  Bowen 
(whose  wife  was  a Fair).  James  Bowen  was  a 
native  of  Warren,  R.  L,  and  a descendant  of  the 
old  Bowen  family  of  that  section.  He  located  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania  about  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  on  a quarter 
section  of  land  in  the  backwoods.  When  a town 
was  subsequently  laid  out  it  was  named  Warren 
by  Mr.  Bowen  in  honor  of  the  old  Rhode  Island 
town,  and  it  is  now  a city  of  nearly  ten  thousand 
people. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  all  of  whom  remain  in  the  vicinity  of 
Warren  with  the  exception  of  Abhie.  After  the 
death  of  her  mother,  which  occurred  when  she  was 
a small  child,  she  was  taken  to  the  home  of  her 
aunt  Polly,  who  was  the  wife  of  Steven  Olney, 
of  Providence.  They  were  the  grandparents  of 
.the  late  ex-Mayor  Frank  F.  Olney.  Abhie  grew 
to  womanhood  at  Providence,  and  became  an  em- 
ploye in  the  old  red  weaving  shop  at  Scituate,  and 
there  she  met  Harley  Luther,  who  later  became 
her  husband.  She  survived  her  husband  nearly 
twenty-seven  years,  her  death  occurring  at  the 
age  of  ninety-nine  years,  six  months,  nineteen  days. 
She  retained  all  of  her  faculties  until  the  end  with 
the  exception  of  her  eyesight,  which  she  lost  two 
years  before  her  death.  She  had  a remarkably 
good  memory,  took  a keen  interest  in  current 
events,  and  was  fond  of  relating  incidents  of  her 
early  life.  She  was  greatly  revered  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mrs.  and  iMrs.  Harley  Luther  had  children  as 
follows:  Daniel,  born  July  ii.  1829,  died  March 
16,  1832;  Henry  Clay  was  horn  Sept.  25,  1831; 
Edwin  C.,  horn  Nov.  3,  1834.  a carpenter  at  San 
Francisco,  married  (first)  Annie  Crandall,  and 
(second)  Mary  Adams;  Chloe  A.,  born  Sept.  23, 
1838,  married  Daniel  Colwell,  and  died  March  28, 
1868,  in  Providence,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary 


H.,  wife  of  George  Hopkins,  of  Pascoag,  R.  I. ; 
James  W.,  born  June  24,  1841,  a member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  \V.  Luther  & Co.,  at  Attleboro,  Mass., 
married  (first)  Sarah  Briggs,  (second)  Delia 
Davis  and  (third)  Tena  Brooks;  John  W.,  born 
July  7,  1842,  a member  of  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Lu- 
ther & Co.,  and  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume, 
married  (first)  Abbie  R.  Curtis  and  (second) 
Amelia  J.  Blossom ; Abbie  F.,  born  April  27,  1847, 
married  Henry  Olney,  and  resides  in  Scituate,  and 
has  two  children;  Harley  P.,  born  June  16,  1851, 
a farmer  on  the  home  farm  in  Scituate,  married 
(first)  Emily  Caswell  and  (second)  Desire  Turner 
(a  daughter  by  the  first  marriage,  Clara,  married  a 
jMr.  Adams,  and  a daughter  by  the  second  mar- 
riage is  named  Carrie). 

Henry  Clay  Luther  was  born  Sept.  25,  1831, 
in  Scituate,  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  at  Smithville  Seminary,  Scituate. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  left  the  farm  and 
went  to  sea,  and  for  the  next  ten  years  continued 
coasting  and  in  the  West  Indian  trade.  After  his 
marriage  he  left  the  sea  and  learned  the  trade  of 
lapidary  with  his  cousin,  Edward  Luther,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.  In  1858  he  began  business  for  him- 
self at  East  iVttleboro,  where  shortly  afterward 
his  works  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  he  rebuilt 
and  resumed  business,  in  which  he  continued  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  it  in  order  to  enter  the  navy. 

In  1862  he  enlisted  as  an  ordinary  seaman  in 
the  Ihiited  States  navy  and  was  assigned  to  the 
warship  “Penobscot,”  and  was  selected  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  by  Lieut,  h'.  M.  Bunce  (who  eventu- 
ally became  a rear-admiral  before  he  retired  from  . 
the  service,  in  1898),  from  the  deck  and  promoted 
to  ship’s  yeoman,  by  Capt.  John  M.  B.  Clitz.  The 
“Penobscot”  was  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  on 
blockade  duty,  and  on  similar  duty  at  Fort  Fisher. 
Later  it  returned  to  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  and, 
during  the  noted  riots  in  New  York,  Mr.  Luth'er 
was  detached  to  assist  in  manning  a battery  on  land 
to  protect  the  navy  yard.  Returning  to  sea  duty 
he  went  on  the  “Sonoma,”  and  was  cruising  along 
the  Southern  coast  when  he  was  taken  ill,  in 
March,  1864,  after  being  confined  in  the  Nor- 
folk Navy  Hospital,  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  in  April,  1864.  During  his  term 
of  service  Mr.  Luther  was  under  the  command  of 
Admirals  Porter,  Farragut  and  Lee. 

In  1865,  in  company  with  his  brother  James 
W.,  he  established  a lapidary  business  at  Attleboro, 
under  the  name  of  J.  \X.  Luther  & Co.,  and  con- 
tinued there  one  year,  when  he  sold  out  to  another 
brother,  John  and  the  business  was  continued 
there  under  that  name  by  these  gentlemen  for  about 
forty  years.  In  1866  Henry  C.  Luther  removed  to 
Providence  and  was  in  partnershi])  with  Henry 
Atkinson,  under  the  firm  name  of  Henry  Atkinson 
& Co.,  but  in  1868  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  part- 
ner and  immediately  began  business  on  his  own 
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account,  on  Page  street,  under  the  name  of  H.  C. 
Luther  & Co.  In  1870  he  sold  his  business  to 
John  i\lorro\v,  purchased  a vessel,  and  again  en- 
tered the  coasting  business.  Two  years  later,  in 
1872,  IMr.  Luther  entered  the  lapidary  business 
again,  and  has  continued  in  that  line  ever  since, 
manufacturing  a great  variety  of  goods  from  glass, 
and  building  up  an  extensive  trade.  Anything 
that  can  be  made  in  glass  INlr.  Luther  can  produce, 
and  the  demand  for  his  beautiful  and  artistic  goods 
is  constantly  increasing. 

In  politics  Mr.  Luther  is  a Republican,  and 
in  1872  and  1873  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  committee  of  Providence.  In  1895 
a member  of  the  town  council  of  Johnston,  of 
which  town  he  was  a resident  for  many  years,  and 
in  1897-98  he  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  in  1899  was  a member  of  tbe  Stale 
Senate.  He  is  a member  of  Slocum  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  which  he  is  past  commander,  and  has  l)een  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  and  the  National 
Executive  Committee  of  this  organization. 

IMr.  Luther  was  married  (first)  in  1857  to 
Elizabeth  Halpin,  who  died  in  Providence,  leaving 
two  children:  Agnes  A.,  wife  of  John  Winship, 
of  Chicago  ; and  Edwin  S.,  a commercial  traveler, 
who  married  Helen  Mott,  and  has  one  son,  Edwin 
S.,  Jr.  In  1884  Henry  C.  Luther  married  (second) 
Emily  S.  Barnes,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Sarah 
Barnes,  of  Johnston.  Mrs.  Luther  died  in  1903. 

In  1901  j\Ir.  Luther  became  a resident  of  the 
town  of  Exeter,  going  back  and  forth  to  his  busi- 
ness every  day,  but  in  1906  be  removed  to  hi.s 
former  home  at  Graniteville,  R.  I.  He  enjoys 
the  comforts  of  a beautiful  country  home  near 
Slocumville.  He  is  a man  of  liberal  and  kind- 
hearted  impulses,  of  notable  public  spirit,  and  pos- 
sesses a genial  disposition  which  endears  him  to  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

JOSHUA  HAYWARD  STEERE,  who  is  the 
owner  of  the  oldest  established  fish  market  business 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  at  No.  501  Pine 
street,  and  a highly  esteemed  and  well-known  citi- 
zen, is  a descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from 
John  Steere,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Steere,  mentioned  in  detail  elsewhere. 

(II)  Samuel  Steere,  son  of  John. 

(Ilf)  Samuel  Steere  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born,  according  to  the  family  record,  Nov.  12,  1731, 
in  Glocester,  where  his  entire  life  was  spent.  He 
was  made  a freeman  in  1758.  He  was  much  in- 
terested in  public  affairs,  and  was  frequently 
elected  president  of  the  town  council.  Samuel 
Steere  was  married  about  1756  to  Martha  Colwell, 
who  died  Nov.  ii,  1813,  and  his  death  occurred 
Aug.  2,  1814.  Their  children  were:  Azubah,  born 
Oct.  27,  1757,  died  June  7,  1783;  Rufus,  born  Nov. 
C^-  WS9-  married  IMartba  Thornton,  and  died 
March  12.  i8_i9  : Joseph,  born  Jan.  3.  1762,  married 


iMary  Brown,  and  died  March  22,  1829;  Nicholas, 
born  May  5,  1764,  married  (first)  Martha  Harris, 
and  (second)  Mrs.  Naomi  Pettibone,  and  died  Jan. 
17,  1845;  Lillis,  born  Aug.  17,  1766,  married  Ahab 
Sayles,  grandmother  of  the  late  William  E.  and 
ex-lMayor  Erederick  C.  Sayles,  of  Pawtucket,  and 
died  jMarch  9,  1854;  Wanton,  born  Feb.  13,  1769, 
married  Charlotte  Burgess,  and  died  in  Providence, 
Sept.  22,  1819;  Martha,  born  Sept.  30,  1771,  mar- 
ried (first)  Adfer  Eddy,  and  (second)  Augustus 
Winsor,  and  died  in  November,  1813 ; Samuel, 
born  June  24,  1774:  and  Robert,  born  Dec.  i,  1776, 
married  Esther  Wheeler,  and  died  May  8,  1852. 

(IV)  Hon.  Samuel  Steere,  son  of  Samuel  (2), 

was  born  June  24,  1774,  and  was  known  as  “Judge 
Samuel,”  being  one  of  the  leading  and  influential 
citizens  of  Glocester.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
justice  of  the  jieace,  and  was  elected  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  as  State  senator  in  1843,  1844  and 
1845,  and  as  representative  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1823,  1849  1850.  He  was  also  judge  of 

the  I’robate  Court.  He  resided  for  the  most  of  his 
life  on  the  farm  iidierited  by  him  from  his  father, 
later,  however,  disposing  of  it  and  moving  to  a 
farm  south  of  the  old  place.  Judge  Steere  was  a 
man  of  solid  judgment  and  high  integrity,  and  was 
not  only  a ]niblic  man,  but  a constant  church  mem- 
ber. He  is  remembered  as  being  an  excellent 
singer,  and  generally  took  the  lead  of  the  congre- 
gation going  down  to  the  water  when  baptismal 
ceremonies  were  being  performed.  Judge  Steere 
died  Jan.  23,  1865,  aged  ninety-one  years. 

In  1800,  Judge  Steere  married  Phebe  Smith, 
who  died  Feb.  16,  1839.  Their  children  were: 
Nancy,  born  Nov.  6,  1800,  died  unmarried  March 
5,  1875  ; Uranah,  born  July  24,  1802,  married  Col. 
George  Smith;  Smith,  born  May  2,  1804;  Fidelia, 
born  Dec.  4.  1805.  married  Arnold  Tourtellot; 
Clark,  born  Feb.  22,  1808,  married  Mrs.  Emily 
(Whipple)  Thurber,  and  died  in  Providence,  Sept. 
16,  1866;  Joseph  Colwell,  born  Dec.  21,  1809,  mar- 
ried Adaline  F.  Plummer,  and  resided  in  Glocester, 
where  he  died  June  5,  1863 ; Phebe,  born  Jan.  16, 
1812,  married  ^Nlarvin  Plummer;  John,  born  Feb. 
7,  1814.  died  (March  14,  1814;  Rebecca, 

born  Sept.  22,  1815,  married  Rev.  Joshua  Stetson, 
and  resided  in  Providence ; Samuel  Winsor,  born 
April  17,  1819,  died  May  25,  1819;  Wanton,  born 
July  31,  1821,  married  Sarah  Tourtellot,  and  re- 
sided in  Providence ; and  Samuel,  born  Feb.  7, 
1824,  married  Sarah  (Ballou)  Smith,  and  resided 
in  Glocester. 

(V)  Deacon  Smith  Steere,  son  of  Judge  vSam- 
uel,  was  born  May  2,  1804,  in  Glocester,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  went  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  he  spent  about  one  and  one-half  years 
at  farm  work,  also  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the 
shoemaker’s  trade.  When  still  a young  man  he 
worked  at  weaving,  becoming  overseer  of  weaving 
Zit  the  I’hilip  Allen  mill  at  Enfield,  and  was  so  en- 
gaged at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Subsequently 
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he  was  employed  at  the  Pond  factory  in  Scituate, 
removing  from  there  to  the  Job  Steere  farm  in 
Glocester,  where  he  resided  until  1842,  in  which 
year  he  bought  a farm  on  Page  Hill  in  the  same 
town,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  two  years 
in  the  early  fifties,  when  he  was  bookkeeper  for 
Stephen  and  Albert  Winsor  in  the  manufacturing 
business  at  Greenville,  this  was  his  home  until  his 
death,  on  his  seventy-first  birthday.  May  2,  1875. 
He  was  a deacon  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at 
Chepachet  for  thirty  years  previous  to  his  death, 
and  was  a professed  Christian,  faithful  and  earnest 
in  life  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

On  Oct.  16,  1831,  Deacon  Smith  Steere  mar- 
ried Sarah  Ann  Aldrich,  born  Feb.  7,  1806,  in  Sag 
Harbor,  L.  I.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Aldrich.  Mrs. 
Steere  died  in  February,  1877,  and  was  buried  be- 
side her  husband  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery.  Their 
children  were:  (i)  Edmund  A.,  born  July  24,  1834, 
married  (first)  Nov.  i,  1856,  Eliza  Brown,  who 
died  Aug.  20,  1882,  (second)  Mrs.  x\nn  Callahan, 
and  resides  in  Johnston.  To  his  first  marriage  were 
born  two  children : William  S.,  born  Aug.  6,  1858. 
died  Jan.  10,  1889,  unmarried;  and  Edwin  B.,  born 
Sept.  25,  1862,  and  now  residing  at  Olneyville, 
married  Fannie  L.  Biggs,  and  has  children — Fan- 
nie B.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Bertha  L.,  Edward 

A. ,  Gracie  M.  and  Ronald  S.  (2)  Adelaide  Jose- 
phine Steere,  born  Nov.  27,  1837,  married  Wiiliam 
H.  Place,  a carpenter  and  builder,  and  resided  in 
Providence,  where  he  died  May  ii,  1901,  and  she 
May  6,  1903.  They  had  one  son,  Waldo  Milton, 
who  is  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company,  at  Providence.  (3)  Phebe  Louise,  born 
July  I,  1840,  married  George  D.  Loveland,  who 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  tin  and  sheet- 
iron  business  in  Providence.  She  died  April  18, 
1899,  the  mother  of  four  sons : George  Clarence, 
born  Jan.  22"  i860,  married  Lillian  Burns  (now 
deceased),  and  resides  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  where 
he  is  manager  of  the  “Park  View  Hotel” ; Marshall 
Seymour,  born  Feb.  27,  1863,  married  (first)  Abby 
Allen,  and  (second)  Teresa  Pressel,  and  resides  at 
Dillsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Francis  Cicero,  born  Oct.  23,  1868,  married  Cora 

B.  Randall,  and  is  a traveling  salesman,  making 

his  home  in  Providence ; and  Orville  Smith,  born 
July  27,  1873,  who  married  Jennie  Hardin,  and  has 
two  children,  Mabel  and  George,  is  a molder  by  oc- 
cupation. and  resides  at  Worcester,  Mass.  (4) 
Joshua  Hayward  was  born  March  27,  1843.  (S) 

Rebecca  Amanda,  born  Aug.  18,  1844,  married 
Charles  H.  Ladd,  a prominent  farmer  of  Baltic, 
Conn.,  and  they  reside  at  Greenville,  that  State. 
They  have  had  four  children,  Sadie  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Albert  A.  Cruthers ; Charles  G.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Carrie  H.  and  Leon  C.  (6)  Smith  Brown, 
born  March  16,  1847,  died' April  17,  1854.  (7) 

Maxcy  Whipple,  born  May  3,  1830,  is  a carriase 
maker  and  resides  at  North  Attleboro,  IMass.  He 
married  Maria  Adelaide  Posley,  who  died  June  2, 


1904,  the  mother  of  five  children;  three  daughters, 
now  deceased ; Howard,  in  Cuba ; and  Noel,  who 
resides  at  Wrentham,  Massachusetts. 

(VI)  Joshua  Hayward  Steere,  fourth  child  and 
second  son  of  Deacon  Smith  Steere,  was  named  for 
the  Rev.  Joshua  Hayward,  a well-known  clergy- 
man of  his  day,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Deacon 
Steere.  Mr.  Steere  was  born  in  Glocester,  and 
there  resided  until  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  district  schools.  He 
acquired  the  trade  of  machinist  by  working  in  the 
Dyerville  mill,  and  became  so  expert  at  that  trade, 
that  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  was  doing  gen- 
eral repair  work.  In  1862  on  account  of  the  war, 
business  depression  made  itself  felt,  and  on  this  ac- 
count Air.  Steere  engaged  in  the  retail  fish  busi- 
ness at  No.  461  Pine  street,  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1898,  and  in  this  year  removed  to  No.  501  on 
the  same  street,  being  the  oldest  business  man  in 
his  line  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Steere  was  married  Alay  27,  1865,  in 
Greenville,  R.  L,  to  Alary  Ann  Weeden,  born  in 
Alanchester,  England,  Jan.  27,  1845,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  and  Alary  Ann  (Cunningham)  Wee- 
den, and  to  this  union  were  born  the  following 
children : Fannie  Mabel,  born  Feb.  12,  1867,  mar- 
ried Frank  Baker  Williston,  a buyer  in  the  drapery 
department  of  -the  Outlet  Company,  and  their  chil- 
dren are:  Frank  Steere  (born  Aug.  12,  1891,  in 
New  York),  Roy  Sanford  (born  Sept.  8,  1892), 
Edith  Alabel  born  April  20,  1897),  and  Mabel 
Weeden  (born  Aug.  20,  1901)  ; and  Viola  Weeden, 
born  Aug.  12,  1871,  married  Asa  Cushman,  a setter 
of  precious  stones,  and  has  had  three  children : 
Fannie  E.  (born  Aug.  24,  1891),  Robert  Asa  (born 
Aug.  20,  1896,  died  the  same  day),  and  Ethel 
Jackson  (born  July  15,  1897). 

Air.  Steere  is  a Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment, but  beyond  casting  his  ballot  takes  no  inter- 
est in  politics.  He  is  a member  of  St.John’s  Lodge, 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Providence  Chapter,  Prov- 
idence Council,  and  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No. 
I,  Knights  Templar,  as  well  as  the  Palestine 
Temple,  Alystic  Shrine. 

^ENRY  N.  BLANCHARD.  Thomas  Blanch- 
ard, yeoman,  from  Penton,  Hants,  England,  came 
from  London  in  the  ship  “Jonathan,”  in  1639,  set- 
tling in  Braintree.  He  bought  land  in  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  removing  to  the  latter  in  1651.  He 
was  thrice  married,  twice  before  coming  to  New 
England,  his  second  wife,  formerly  Agnes  (Bent) 
Barnes,  a widow,  dying  on  the  passage,  as  did  her 
infant  child.  The  Christian  name  of  his  third  wife 
was  Alary.  Air.  Blanchard  died  in  1654.  His  chil- 
dren were;  George,  l)orn  in  1622;  Thomas,  born 
in  1625;  Samuel,  born  in  1630:  Nathaniel,  born  in 
1636;  and  a child  born  in  1639.  Thomas  Blanch- 
ard is  believed  to  be  the  progenitor  of  the  larger 
part  of  the  New  England  Blanchards.  The  four 
sons  named  settled : George,  in  Charlestown ; 
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Thomas,  in  Malden;  Sainnel,  in  Andover;  and  Xa- 
thaniel,  in  W'eynionth. 

This  article  is  to  deal  with  a branch  of  the 
Massachusetts  Blanchards,  that  branch  coming 
from  the  town  of  i’almer,  where  was  l)orn  the  late 
Henry  X.  Blanchard,  the  forerunner  of  the  Rhode 
Island  family  of  which  we  especially  write.  Of 
this  special  Palmer  Blanchartl  family  there  can  be 
found  no  public  record,  but  the  Palmer  Blanchards 
came  thither  from  the  town  of  Sutton,  where  were 
four  heads  of  families  living  in  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  namely:  Joseph,  Joseph(2), 
John  and  Samuel.  The  ancestry  of  these  is  un- 
known to  us. 

John  Blanchard,  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
Henry  X'.  Blanchard,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1771,  and 
died  March  16,  1836.  He  was  married  April  3. 

1798,  to  Patience  Howard,  who  was  born  Xov.  7, 
1776,  and  died  April  28,  1835,  and  they  had  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  Harriet  B.,  born  Aug.  29, 

1799,  married  Christopher  Trim,  and  resided  at 
Thorndike,  Mass.;  ^bishai,  born  May  10,  1801, 
died  April  10,  1805  ; Eleazer  A.,  born  Dec.  i,  1802, 
died  July  20,  1853,  in  Canada;  Orril  L.,  l)orn  Sept. 
26,  1804,  married  Mb.ses  Morris,  and  resided  in 
Fiskdale,  Mass. ; Rachel  IT,  born  Oct.  10,  1805, 
died  Xov.  2,  1828:  Abishai  (2),  born  Oct.  14, 
1807,  resided  at  Wilbraham,  and  died  July  16, 
1862  ;>"Patience  H.,  born  April  28,  1809,  (lied  Oct. 
31,  1817;  ^ohn  F.,  born  IMay  25,  1811,  was  a min- 
ister. and  died  Aug.  11,  1851  ; Charles  G..  born 
A|)ril  22,  1813,  served  iu  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
at  Fall  River,  INlass. ; C^masa  L.,  born  .Vpril  22, 
1815,  died  unmarried;  Cyrus  C.,  born  June  15. 
1818,  died  Oct.  3,  1841  ; and  Henry  X^.  was  born 
July  22,  1821. 

Henry  X.  Blanchard  was  born  at  Palmer, 
l\lass.,  and  came  to  Georgiaville  when  eighteen 
years  of  age,  being  employed  as  a dresser  tender 
in  the  mill  there.  He  followed  this  occupation  for 
several  years,  at  Georgiaville,  Greenville  and  Gran- 
iteville,  and  while  at  the  latter  place  gave  up  mill 
work  and  learned  the  cigarmaking  business,  which 
he  also  followed  for  a number  of  years.  From 
Graniteville  he  removed  to  Xasonville,  continuing 
cigarmaking  and  also  conducting  a small  confec- 
tionery l)usiness.  In  1860  he  returned  to  Georgia- 
ville and  again  took  uj)  mill  work,  bpt  a short  time 
later  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  at  the 
location  now  occupied  by  his  son,  continuing  in 
active  business  tnitil  1880,  when  he  sold  otit  to  his 
son,  Henry  X.  From  that  time  he  lived  retired 
until  his  death,  which  occtirred  March  20,  1809. 
He  is  buried  at  Swan  Point. 

Mr.  Blanchard  married  Fanny  Talltot,  of 
Smithfield,  who  was  Itorn  at  X^atick,  Sei)t.  20,  1826, 
and  died  Atig.  19.  1861  ; she  was  a daughter  of  Si- 
las and  Ruth  (Watson)  Talhot.  The  following 
named  children  were  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanch- 
ard: (i)  Senora  A.,  the  wife  of  Robert  McCor- 
mick. has  five  children — Fannie  R.,  wife  of  Her- 


bert Pariseau,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ; Charles  H., 
who  married  b'lora  Brown,  resides  at  Georgiaville, 
and  has  Faith  A.,  Lloyd  hi.,  Doris  1.,  Elsie  F.,  El- 
ton B.  and  Irene  G. ; Cora  B.,  who  married  Rev. 
Edward  Eastman,  a b'ree  Ba])tist  clergyman,  and 
has  three  children,  Mabel  A.,  Ronald  R.  and  Helen 

5.  ; Everett  \V.,  who  married  Minnie  Harwood, 
resides  in  Worcester,  and  has  Earl  H.,  Dorothy  M. 
and  Raymond  C. ; and  J.  Isabel.  (2)  Viola  M.  died 
in  infancy.  (3)  Rosaltha  M.  was  the  first  wife  of 
the  late  Herbert  R.  Farnum,  of  Georgiaville,  and 
they  had  four  children — Herbert  B.,  of  North 
Providence;  Edwin,  who  died  young ; David,  of 
Providence,  and  Rose,  who  died  in  infancy.  (4) 
Fannie  R.  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (5)  Al- 
fretta  M.  died  young.  (6)  Henry  N.  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Henry  X.  Blanchard  was  horn  in  Burrillville, 
June  8,  1858,  and  was  but  two  years  of  age  when 
his  father  removed  to  Georgiaville.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  Bryant 
& Stratton's  Business  College,  Providence,  after 
leaving  which  he  entered  his  father’s  store  as  clerk, 
so  continuing  until  1880,  when  he  purchased  the 
business,  which  he  is  still  conducting.  On  Oct. 
t6,  1874,  he  was  married  in  Smithfield  to  Ellen 
Lally,  a native  of  Lockray,  County  Galway,  Ire- 
land, daughter  of  John  Lally.  Mrs.  Blanchard 
came  to  this  country  in  1870,  when  eleven  years 
of  age.  Her  parents  are  both  dead,  the  mother, 
who  survived  the  father  for  many  years,  dying  in 
1905,  when  ninety  years  of  age.  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
Blanchard  have  had  children  as  follows : Mary, 
who  married  Roderick  Bowdry,  and  resides  at 
Ibiwtucket,  has  one  son,  Roderick,  born  in  Febru- 
ary. 1906;  Fannie,  a music  teacher,  is  receiving  her 
musical  instruction  in  Providence ; Ruth  is  now 
IMrs.  Thomas  Kearns,  of  Fall  River,  and  has  one 
son,  Thomas,  born  in  February,  1906;  Rosaltha, 
who  completed  her  education  at  the  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton Business  College  and  the  Max  Magnus  School 
of  Shorthand,  married  H.  O’Neil,  a plumber  of 
Providence,  and  has  one  daughter,  Mary,  born  May 

6,  1906;  the  others  are  Lillian;  Ellen;  Gertrude, 
and  Henry  X.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Blanchard  in  his  political  views  is  a Re- 
publican, but  he  takes  little  interest  in  such  mat- 
ters. He  has  always  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  his  business  affairs,  taking  his  first  vacation  in 
1903,  when  he  and  his  wife  and  son  Henry  N.  went 
to  Ireland  to  visit  the  birthplace  of  Mrs.  Blanchard, 
being  absent  from  this  country  about  six  weeks. 

GEORGE  STILLMAN  GREENMAN,  who 
died  Dec.  i,  1905,  was  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Westerly,  and 
one  of  that  city’s  oldest  and  best  known  residents. 
The  Grcenman  family,  from  which  he  was  de- 
scended, has  been  one  of  long  and  honorable  stand- 
ing in  Rhode.  Island.  Back  in  the  Colonial  days 
for  several  generations  the  name  was  most  promi- 


I 


Y 


i::.  » 

!r  ’ 


r. 


, ■^ 


* t v*' 


.;'’r 


'll 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1913 


nent  in  the  public  affairs  of  tlic  Colony,  and  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  century  just  closed  more 
recent  generations  have  been  active,  enterprising 
and  progressive  in  building  up,  and  their  posterity 
have  since  maintained,  one  of  the  extensive  ship- 
building establishments  and  manufactories  of  the 
country.  Both  the  Hon.  Edward  Greenman  (i) 
and  Hon.  Edward  Greenman  (2)  were  for  years 
Deputies  to  the  General  Court  from  their  towns, 
and  the  younger  was  at  one  time  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Deputies.  They,  too,  served  in  other  im- 
])ortant  relations;  and  Capt.  Silas  Greenman,  of 
a later  generation,  was  also  a representative  in 
that  legislative  body.  The  enterprise,  public 
spirit,  energy  and  success  which  attended  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Greenman  brothers,  Silas,  George, 
Clark  and  Thomas,  as  was  evidenced  in  the  plants 
they  established,  gave  them  a creditable  place  in 
the  annals  of  their  locality  and  time.  It  is  some- 
thing of  the  lives  of  these  men,  their  lineage  and 
posterity,  this  article  is  designed  to  preserve. 

In  the  family  history  and  genealogy  following 
the  Roman  numerals  indicate  generations  from  the 
first  known  American  ancestor  of  the  familv. 

(1)  John  Greenman  was  admitted  an  inhabit- 
ant of  Newport,  R.  L,  May  20,  1638.  Austin,  the 
Rhode  Island  genealogist,  assumes  that  he  was  the 
father  of  David,  Edward  and  Content,  but  says 
may  possibly  have  been  an  elder  brother. 

fll)  Edward  Greenman,  of  Newport,  married 
Mary,  and  tKeir  children  were:  Edward,  born  in 
1663;  William;  John,  born  in  1666;  Thomas,  born 
in  1669:  and  Mary.  Edward  Greenman  was  ti 
wheelwright  by  trade  and  occupation.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Newport;  a freeman,  1655;  commis- 
sioner, 1657;  Deputy,  1668-69-70  and  1682.  He 
died  in  1688. 

(HI)  Edward  Greenman  (2),  born  in  1663. 
married  Margaret,  and  their  children  were:  Abi- 
gail ; Silas ; Phebe ; Edward  (3)  ; Nathan ; and 
perhaps  Sarah.  Mr.  Greenman  was  a resident  of 
Kings  Town  and  Charlestown,  R.  T.  He  was 
Deputy,  1700-04-05-09.  and  1710,  and  Assistant, 
1701-20.  He  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Depu- 
ties in  1704.  His  death  occurred  in  1749.  Ilis 
wife,  Margaret,  died  in  1739. 

(IV)  Edward  Greenman  (3),  of  Westerly, 

married  May  ii,  1721,  Sarah  Clarke,  of  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I. ; and  their  children,  of  Charles- 
town, R.  I.,  record,  were:  Silas,  born  June  ii, 
1724;  ATargaret,  born  Oct.  17,  1725:  Abigail,  born 
Nov.  21,  1727;  Edward,  born  Alarch  9,  1731: 

Catherine,  born  Aug.  18,  1732;  Mary,  born  April 
12,  1735;  Prudence,  born  April  8,  1736;  Chloe, 
born  April  8.  1739;  and  Nathan,  born  Feb.  21, 
1740.  ^ 

(V)  Silas  Greenman,  born  June  ii.  1724, 
married  Oct.  27,  1751.  Sarah  Peckham.  Both  were 
of  Charlestown,  R.  I.  Their  children  of  whom  a 
record  was  found  were : Hannah,  born  Aug.  4, 
1753;  Mary,  born  June  26,  1755;  Timothy,  born 


March  22,  1757;  Sarah,  born  Sept,  i,  1760;  and 
Silas,  born  Sept.  29,  1770. 

(VI)  Silas  Greenman  (2j,  born  Sept.  29, 
1770,  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  married  Oct.  17,  1793, 
Alary  (or  Polly),  daughter  of  George  and  E.sther 
Stillman.  They  died,  he  June  5,  1846,  and  she  in 
-April,  1846.  Their  children  were:  Sarah,  born 
Oct.  22,  1794,  married  Joseph  Lanphear ; Silas  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1796;  Alary,  born  Dec.  i,  1798,  mar- 
ried Greene  Champlin ; Lucy  was  born  Jan.  25, 
1800;  Catherine,  born  June  ii,  1803,  married  John 
Edmondson;  George  C.,  born  Aug.  27,  1805,  in 
V'esterly,  married  Eeb.  10,  1828,  Abby,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Alartha  (Burch)  Chipman,  of 
Alystic,  Conn. ; Clark  was  born  June  22,  1808,  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  married  Jan.  4,  1841,  Harriet, 
born  July  30,  1812,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Han- 
nah (Amy),  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  he  died 
Aug.  26,  1877;  Thomas  S.  was  born  Oct.  5,  1810, 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  married  Nov.  21,  1842,  Char- 
lotte, daughter  of  David  Rogers,  of  Connecticut, 
had  one  child,  and  died  Alay  14,  1879;  and  Wil- 
liam. 

Silas  Greenman  (2)  was  a ship  carpenter,  and 
a diligent,  honest.  God-fearing  man,  serving  in  his 
quiet,  unostentatious  way  his  day  and  generation 
well.  He  was  of  positive  character,  firm  and  un- 
flinching in  everything  that  he  deemed  right,  but 
did  not  promulgate  his  opinions  from  the  house 
tops.  They  formed  his  character,  were  acted  in 
his  life,  and  were  made  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  education  of  his  family.  Devotion  to 
right,  loyalty  to  country,  and  obedience  to  law 
were  leading  characteristics  of  his  life.  He  was 
a devoted  Christian,  and  a member  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church,  a man  of  warm  affections, 
but  of  so  strong  a sense  of  duty  that  he  often  con- 
cealed their  expression  in  words. 

(VH)  Silas  Greenman  (3),  son  of  Silas  (2), 
born  Nov.  26,  1796,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  was  mar- 
ried, Dec.  20,  1821,  to  Thankful  Wells,  born  Aug. 
7,  1802,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  .Susan  (Potter) 
Wells.  She  died  April  27,  1870.  Their  seven  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  William,  born  Oct.  24,  1822,  was 
a seafaring  man,  and  made  his  home  in  Wcsterlv, 
R.  I.,  where  he  died  Nov.  7,  1905.  He  married 
Eannie,  daughter  of  Stanton  and  Nancy  (Perkins) 
Hall,  and  they  had  two  children,  Alercy  an<l 
Katie,  both  now  dead.  (2)  George  Stillman  is 
mentioned  below.  (3)  Emma  Jane,  born  Dec.  14, 
1830,  was  married  in  September,  1857,  to  Welcome 
Wilcox,  and  had  one  son,  William,  a resident  of 
Westerly,  R.  I.  (4)  Silas  B.  was  born  Sept.  16, 
^•^33-  (5)  Susan,  born  Alarch  8,  1836.  was  mar- 

ried' Nov.  II,  1857.  to  William  AI.  Williams.  (6) 
Charles  W.,  born  Feb.  13,  1841,  was  lost  off  the 
steamship  “Constitution,”  Dec.  25,  1865.  (7)  Alary 

C.,  born  Dec.  18.  1845,  married  Nov.  9,  1874, 
to  ATerton  E.  Stillman,  and  had  three  children,  all 
of  Westerly,  Alabel,  Arthur  and  George  G, 

Silas  Greenman  (3),  the  father  of  this  family. 
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passed  the  years  of  his  minority  with  his  parents. 
His  educational  advantages  were  of  the  most  primi- 
tive kind,  and  with  the  labor  of  earning  a living  he 
had  not  much  time  to  devote  to  school.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  ship-carpenter  from  his  father,  giving 
him  his  wages  until  he  became  of  age.  W'orking 
steadily  at  his  trade  he  soon  became  an  unusually 
good  workman,  and  went  to  the  head  of  iMystic 
River  as  master  builder  for  Silas  E.  Burrows.  Ja 
1827  he  engaged  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
George  in  shipbuilding  at  that  place.  This  co-, 
partnership  continued  until  the  spring  of  1835, 
when  he  removed  to  \\Tsterly,  and  continued  to 
reside  there  until  his  death.  He  followed  ship 
building  here  also  for  many  years,  part  of  the  time 
alone,  and  in  company  with  his  son,  George  S. 
He  was  a most  careful,  industrious,  conscientious, 
honest  man.  He  was  a Republican  in  i)olitics,  but 
not  an  extremist.  When,  in  1840,  the  Pawcatuck 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  was  organized,  he  was 
one  of  the  constituent  members,  and  remained  in 
its  fellowship  until  summoned  up  higher,  April  6, 
1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  more  than  eighty- 
four  years.  Through  life  he  was  a solid,  broth- 
erly, genuine  man,  yet  amiable,  jocose  ever,  always 
enjoying  a good  laugh,  and  when  in  the  fullness 
of  time  he  was  called  away  a multitude  of  friends 
were  left  in  gloom. 

In  1827  the  Greenmail  Bros.,  George  C.  and 
Silas,  having  learned  the  business  of  ship-building 
with  their  father,  associated  themselves  together 
as  partners  in  the  ship-building  business,  and  es- 
tablished themselves  at  the  head  of  the  Mystic 
River,  at  a point  called  Old  [Mystic.  Here  they 
remained  until  1835,  wdien  Silas  removed  to  the 
town  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness there.  For  one  year  George  Greenman  car- 
ried on  the  ship-building  business,  then  forming  a 
partnership  with  his  younger  brothers,  Clark  and 
Thomas  S.  Greenman.  They  were  called  upon  in 
1838  to  construct  larger  vessels  than  their  yards 
would  hold,  which  induced  them  to  move  their 
plant  to  Adams  P’oint,  near  IMystic.  Here  they 
established  the  first  shipyard  in  the  place.  The 
Greenman  brothers  in  1849  organized  the  Green- 
man Manufacturing  Company,  which  they  estab- 
lished at  Adams  Point,  giving  the  name  of  Green- 
manville  to  the  settlement  or  village  which  was 
developed  there  through  their  enterprising  busi- 
ness capacity.  They  erected  at  this  point  a large 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  woolen  goods, 
which  w'as  successfully  operated  and  subsequently 
enlarged.  In  1863  they  opened  a store  there  to 
supply  their  many  employes  and  the  neighborhood. 
This  business  was  carried  on  in  its  several  lines  for 
a number  of  years,  and  brought  to  that  section  a 
degree  of  prosperity  unequalled  cither  before  or 
since. 

(\TH)  George  S.  Greenman  was  born  July 
13,  1826,  in  Old  Mystic,  Conn.,  where  the  early 
portion  of  his  boyhood  days  were  sjjent.  He  was 
but  a lad  of  less  than  nine  years,  when  his  parents 


removed  to  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  located  on  [Margin 
street,  near  his  late  home.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  time,  therein  acquiring,  practically, 
his  only  literary  training.  From  boyhood  he  had 
been  much  around  his  father's  shipyards,  so  when 
it  came  to  taking  up  a regular  business  he  turned 
naturally  to  the  trade  of  ship-builder.  This  he 
learned  under  his  father  and  later  was  in  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued,  after  his  father's  death, 
until  about  1897.  The  last  steamer  built  by  Mr. 
Greenman  was  the  "Hildegarde.” 

After  his  retirement  from  the  ship-building 
business,  Mr.  Greenman  to  a great  extent  lived 
a retired  life,  aside  from  personally  attending  to 
his  varied  interests  and  investments.  He  was  for 
many  years  a substantial  factor  in  the  business  life 
of  the  town.  He  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council,  was  a director  of  the  Niantic  National  and 
Savings  Bank,  and  for  ten  years  was  president  of 
the  Niantic  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a man  whose 
judgment  in  financial  and  business  matters  was 
regarded  as  being  excellent.  [Mr.  Greenman  was  an 
extensive  owner  of  real  estate,  and  was  considered 
a good  judge  of  such  values. 

On  Feb.  14,  1853,  [Mr.  Greenman  was  married 
to  [Miss  Patience,  the  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Han- 
nah (Saunders)  Crandall,  who  resided  near  Wood 
River  junction,  R.  I.  [Mrs.  Greenman  died  Feb. 
28,  1894.  The  Westerly  Stoi  of  that  date  said  in 
part:  "Mrs.  Greenman  had  many  friends  in  Wes- 
terly gained  through  the  years  of  residence  here, 
and  the  announcement  of  her  death  came  like  a 
shock  to  the  community.’’  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  [Mr.  Greenman  was  in  his  eightieth  year 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  faculties  were  unim- 
paired and  his  activity  more  becoming  one  many 
years  younger.  He  was  among  the  last  of  the  okl 
stock  of  this  prominent  family,  whose  time-hon- 
ored name  found  in  him  a worthy  representative. 

CAPT.  SILAS  B.  GREENMAN,  son  of  Silas 
(3),  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  sketch,  was  born 
Sept.  16,  1833,  at  [Mystic,  Conn.  On  Jan.  7,  1856, 
he  married  Ellen  L.  Peck,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Earle  C.,  of  Chicago,  agent  of  C.  B.  Cottrell  & 
Sons  Company. 

When  he  was  but  an  infant  Capt.  Greenmail's 
parents  removed  to  the  town  of  Westerly,  R.  I., 
which  was  ever  afterward  his  home  when  not  at  sea. 
As  a boy,  such  was  his  taste  and  desire  for  a sea- 
faring life,  he  longed  to  reach  an  age  when  he 
could  go  upon  the  water.  At  sixteen  he  made  his 
first  voyage,  sailing  to  Texas  on  the  schooner 
"Hazard,”  of  which  his  brother  was  mate.  His 
father  hoping  to  dampen  his  ardor  for  the  water 
and  discourage  his  bent  of  mind  in  that  direction, 
instructed  the  other  son  and  the  captain  to  give 
him  the  rough  side  of  a sailor’s  life.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  probably  one  year  when  in  school  young 
Greenman  followed  the  life  of  a sailor  until  1854. 
In  that  summer  when  not  yet  twenty-one  he  took 
command  of  the  brig  "Lavaca,”  which  two  _\ears 
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later  was  dismasted  in  a hurricane  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  During  this  storm  Capt.  Greenman 
and  crew  lashed  themselves  to  the  vessel  to  keep 
from  being  washed  overboard,  and  for  some  forty 
hours  they  were  without  anything  to  eat.  On  their 
homeward  trip  the  crew  experienced  difficulties 
from  a leaking  vessel  and  finally  were  frozen  up 
in  the  ice,  this  being  the  memorable  cold  winter  of 
1857.  In  the  summer  of  1857  or  ’58  Capt.  Green- 
man  took  command  of  the  bark  ‘‘Mustang,”  belong- 
ing to  Charles  Mallory,  of  Mystic,  Conn.,  and  un- 
til the  spring  of  1859  he  sailed  in  the  coasting 
trade  principally  to  Texas.  Returning  to  Mystic 
in  1859  Capt.  Greenman  there  superintended  the 
finishing  of  the  bark  “Lapwing,”  which  Mr.  Mal- 
lory was  building  for  him,  and  in  which  he  sailed 
the  following  October  to  Lavaca,  Texas.  Capt. 
Greenman  was  in  New  Orleans  in  the  fall  of  i860, 
when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  President,  and 
witnessed  the  excitement  that  preceded  the  great 
Civil  war.  He  sailed  from  Mobile  to  Havre,  and 
owing  to  the  excitement  and  conditions  was  not 
allowed  to  hoist  his  country’s  flag.  From  Havre 
he  sailed  to  Newport,  in  Wales,  thence  to  Havre 
and  on  his  arrival  there  in  May,  1861,  he  learned 
first  of  the  call  of  the  President  for  troops.  From 
Havre  he  sailed  to  Leith  in  Scotland,  thence  to 
Sunderland,  England,  thence  to  Penang,  in  the 
East  Indies,  thence  to  Akyab  and  Amherst,  Burma. 
On  his  return  voyage  around  Good  Hope  he  en- 
countered a gale  which  continued  for  twenty-two 
days,  and  for  that  period  himself  and  crew  were 
without  dry  clothing  to  put  on  or  a dry  place  on 
which  to  repose.  The  severity  of  the  gale  may  he 
judged  from  the  fact  that  out  of  the  thirteen  ve.s- 
sels  leaving  Akyab  in  company,  only  three  sur- 
vived the  storm  and  rounded  the  cape.  Three 
months’  sailing  took  them  to  London.  In  that  time 
they  subsisted  principally  upon  rice  taken  from  their 
cargo,  for  their  provisions  had  been  nearly  all  lost 
in  the  storm.  Erom  London  Capt.  Greenman 
sailed  to  Boston,  where  his  vessel,  the  “Lapwing,” 
was  sold.  This  was  in  Eebruary,  1863,  following 
which  he  went  to  Mystic,  Conn.,  and  for  a period 
was  engaged  in  fitting  out  steamers,  the  first  of 
which,  the  “Governor  Buckingham,”  he  com- 
manded for  a cruise  in  search  for  the  Rebel  ship 
“Tacony.”  On  Jan.  ist  he  left  Mystic  in  the 
steamer  “Montauk,”  which  was  from  that  time  un- 
til the  close  of  the  Civil  war  employed  in  the  gov- 
ernment service. 

Capt.  Greenman  returned  home  in  Eebruary, 
1866,  not  long  after  his  brother,  Charles,  had  per- 
ished in  the  wreck  of  the  steamship  “Constitution,” 
and  owing  to  the  pressure  upon  him  by  his  bereaved 
parents  he  remained  at  home,  working  in  the 
Greenman  ship  yard  until  the  fall  of  1868.  In 
this  year  he  took  command  of  the  ship  “Constitu- 
tion,” and  after  making  one  voyage  to  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Liverpool  he  continued  in  the  New  York, 
Galveston  and  Liverpool  trade  until  the  fall  of 


1873,  having  commanded  the  “Constitution”  five 
years.  In  March,  1874,  he  took  command  of  the 
“City  of  Waco,”  which  carried  more  freight  and 
a greater  number  of  passengers  than  any  other  ship 
of  the  line.  The  “Waco,”  in  September,  1874,  was 
freighted  with  a cargo  of  greater  value  (over  one- 
half  million  dollars)  than  had  ever  before  been 
shipped  to  Texas;  this  cargo  he  discharged  safely. 
The  next  voyage  proved  Capt.  Greenmail’s  last — 
the  fatal  one.  On  Nov.  8,  1874,  the  “Waco”  was 
burned  off  the  coast  of  Galveston  and  not  one  sur- 
vived to  tell  the  story  of  the  disaster. 

Capt.  Greenman  was  a man  of  strong  family  af- 
fection and  social  relations.  He  had  a special 
faculty  of  inspiring  in  his  acquaintances  strong 
friendships.  He  was  a man  of  high  sense  of  honor. 
On  April  15,  1848,  he  professed  his  faith  in  the 
Christian  religion,  was  baptized  and  united  with  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 

RUFUS  JENCKES,  who  during  his  life  time 
was  a well-known  resident  of  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  was 
born  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Smithfield  which 
now  comprises  the  town  of  Lincoln,  known  as 
Jenckes's  Hill.  Nov.  5,  1827.  The  Jenckes,  Jenksor 
Jencks  family  is  an  old  settled  one  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a full  history  of  the  family  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  this  publication,  there  following- 
in  this  article  only  an  outline  of  the  ancestry  m 
direct  line  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

(I)  Joseph  Jenckes,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
New  England,  came  from  Buckingham,  England, 
to  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1645,  and  was  the  first  founder 
that  worked  in  brass  and  iron  on  the  Western  Con- 
tinent, a large  number  of  his  descendants  having 
since  worked  at  the  same  occupation. 

(H)  Joseph  Jenckes  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
a native  of  England,  born  there  in  1632,  and  he 
came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He  located  in 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Pawtucket,  and  followed 
the  trade  of  his  father,  being  the  first  white  settler 
to  build  a home  at  that  place.  He  married  Esther 
Ballard,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Bal- 
lard. In  1676  his  forge  was  destroyed  by  the  In- 
dians during  King  Philip’s  war.  He  held  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  for  a number  of  years,  and  died 
Jan.  4.  1717. 

(HI)  Judge  William  Jenckes,  son  of  Joseph 
(2),  was  born  in  1675,  ^ much 

executive  ability.  He  was  tbe  first  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Providence  Court,  and  died  Oct.  2,  1765- 
He  married  Patience  Sprague,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Mehitable  (Holbrook)  Sprague. 

(IV)  John  Jenckes,  son  of  Judge  William,  was 
born  in  1732,  and  was  a practicing  physician,  be- 
ing widely  known  as  “Dr.  John.”  He  married 
Rachel  Lawrance,  and  their  children  were : Ed- 
mund ; Henry  ; Jesse  ; John  ; Thomas  ; IMary,  who 
married  David  Smith ; William  Lawrance ; Sarah, 
who  married  Dr.  Tchabod  Comstock : Rachel ; 
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Isaac ; Lydia,  who  married  David  Lapham ; and 
Abigail,  who  married  Jacob  Comstock. 

(V)  Thomas  Jenckes,  son  of  Dr.  John,  was 
born  in  Smithfield,  and  there  married  Patience 
vSmith.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  were  daughters.  It  is  said  that 
all  of  the  daughters  were  very  tall. 

(VI)  Rufus  Jenckes,  only  son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  on  the  farm,  and  there  married  Amy  Arnold, 
who  bore  him  children  as  follows : Jeremiah  ; Par- 
don ; Smith ; George ; Arnold ; and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Jesse  Smith,  of  Lincoln,  and  died  in  Ohio. 

(VII)  George  Jenckes,  son  of  Rufus,  was  born 
in  1798,  and  made  his  home  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Lincoln,  where  he  owned  a large  farm  on 
jenckes’s  Hill,  there  spending  his  entire  life.  He 
died  on  his  farm  Jan.  18,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  On  Nov.  10,  1822,  he  was  married 
to  IMary  Ballou,  born  Sept.  22,  1799,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Peter  Ballou.  She  died  June  20,  1885,  the 
mother  of  two  children ; Newton,  who  died  young ; 
and  Rufus,  born  Nov.  5,  1827. 

(\TII)  Rufus  Jenckes,  son  of  George,  attended 
the  neighborhood  schools  and  worked  on  the  farm 
with  his  father  from  an  early  age.  While  in  his 
teens  he  learned  the  trade  of  cooper,  and  then  went 
on  the  water,  sailing  from  Warren,  R.  L,  on  the 
“Frances,”  a whaling  brig,  and  he  spent  four  years 
on  that  vessel.  He  later  engaged  in  the  merchant 
.service,  and  visited  ditterent  ports  of  Europe,  the 
West  Indies  and  Atlantic  seaports  of  the  United 
States.  After  leaving  the  water  he  married  and 
settled  in  Smithfield.  He  engaged  in  coopering  at 
Lime  Rock,  making  barrels  for  the  Lime  Rock 
companies.  In  1859  he  settled  on  the  homestead, 
where  he  made  many  improvements  and  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  dairying  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  He  was  an  energetic,  hard-working  man,  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  undertakings,  and  was  in 
comfortable  circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
■Mr.  Jenckes  was  a great  lover  of  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, and  traveled  all  over  New  England  in  search 
of  sport.  He  had  a wide  reputation  in  the  hunting 
of  foxes,  and  as  a brush  shooter  had  few  equals. 
He  was  frequentlv  a competitor  at  shooting  tour- 
naments held  in  different  sections  of  New  England, 
and  he  won  many  trophies.  He  was  particularly 
fond  of  his  hunting  dogs,  and  always  had  one  or 
more  liigh  class  animals.  In  his  political  belief 
he  was  a Republican,  but  cared  nothing  for  office. 
Fraternally  he  was  a member  of  Mt.  IMoriah  Lodge, 
No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  at  Lime  Rock.  He  made 
the  Golden  Rule  his  creed.  His  death  occurred 
iMarch  13,  1895. 

In  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  July  4,  1853,  Mr.  Jenckes 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Martlia  E.  Angcll. 
who  died  in  1857.  leaving  two  children:  Oliver 
A.,  who  married  Cynthia  B.  Taylor,  has  one  son, 
Clayton  B.,  and  resides  at  Pawtucket;  and  Ella 
Maria,  who  married  Sylvanus  L.  Peck,  and  died  in 


Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Dec.  18,  1894,  aged  forty-one 
years.  Mr.  Jenckes  married  (second)  Jan.  16, 
1859,  iSIary  E.  Eldridge,  born  Sept.  22,  1840,  at 
Harrisville,  R.  I.,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  daugh- 
ter of  Merrill  and  Mary  (Inman)  Eldridge,  and 
granddaughter  of  Caleb  Eldridge  and  Valentine 
Inman.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Jenckes  has  removed  from  the  homestead  to  the  Dr. 
Peter  Ballou  farm,  a tract  of  fifty  acres,  where  she 
and  her  son.  Smith  A.,  now  make  their  home.  This 
place  has  been  greatly  improved  and  presents  a 
handsome  appearance,  decorated  as  it  is  with  many 
beautiful  flowers,  of  which  Mrs.  Jenckes  is  a great 
lover.  She  is  one  of  the  most  kindly  and  hospitable 
ladies  in  the  community,  and  is  widely  known  for 
her  many  acts  of  charity.  Trouble  has  visited  her 
in  the  form  of  the  death  of  some  of  her  children, 
but  she  has  borne  her  sorrow  with  true  Christian 
patience,  and  now  devotes  her  life  to  making  her 
remaining  children  happy. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jenckes:  Adna  Alary,  born  Jan.  7,  1861,  was  for 
several  years  poetical  contributor  to  the  Pawtucket 
Gazette  and  Chronicle,  and  died  April  2,  1892; 
Eliza  C.,  born  Oct.  28,  1862,  married  Fred  I.  Vose, 
a fiorist  of  Cumberland  Hill,  and  died  April  30, 
1893;  George  Thomas,  born  July  27,  1865,  married 
Ruth  Alabel  Vose,  of  Cumberland  Hill,  and  died 
April  26,  1904,  leaving  two  children,  Bertram  Ru- 
fus and  Everett  Ornando;  Alartha  F.,  born  Aug. 
16,  1866,  who  completed  her  education  at  the  State 
Normal  School  and  previous  to  her  marriage 
taught  school  in  dift’erent  parts  of  Rhode  Island, 
married  Charles  F.  Potter  (who  died  in  May,  1895, 
leaving  one  daughter.  Ivy  Eldridge)  and  resides  at 
Saylesville,  where  she  is  now  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic schools;  Eva  L.,  born  Aug.  28,  1868,  married 
Frank  E.  Wse,  and  died  Alay  21,  1893,  leaving 
two  children,  Evelyn  Elsworth  and  Louis  Frank ; 
and  Smith  A.,  born  Oct.  ii,  1872,  was  educated  in 
the  district  school  and  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Bus- 
iness College,  Providence,  and  is  now  at  home  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Of  these  children,  George  T. 
succeeded  his  father  to  the  homestead  estate,  and 
conducted  it  until  his  death ; he  was  a member  of 
North  Star  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Providence. 

GEORGE  HARDWICK  (deceased),  a promi- 
nent gardener  and  florist  of  Newport,  familiarly 
known  as  the  “King  of  Roses.”  because  of  the 
record  he  had  established  by  his  supply  of  that 
flower,  was  of  English  birth  and  ancestry. 

James  Hardwick,  father  of  George,  was  in 
early  life  a brewer  by  trade,  but  later  turned  his 
attention  to  gardening,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  the  greater  part  of  his  active  career.  He 
married  a Aliss  Palmer,  and  they  both  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  England.  Of  their  eiglit  children, 
George  was  the  only  one  who  came  to  the  United 
States. 
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George  Hardwick  was  born  in  Herefordshire, 
England,  in  1834,  and  was  educated  in  the  national 
schools,  after  which  he  learned  the  gardener’s 
trade  and  followed  it  in  his  native  land.  During 
the  Crimean  war  he  enlisted  and  served  in  the 
army  sixteen  months,  but  otherwise  his  whole  time 
was  spent  at  his  trade  until  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try. He  had  been  employed  on  several  of  Eng- 
land’s finest  estates,  so  that  on  reaching  America 
he  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  work  here.  His 
first  positions  were  on  different  estates  along  the 
Hudson  river,  but  finally  he  located  in  Newport 
as  gardener  for  the  late  George  Bancroft,  the  his- 
torian, and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  his 
death.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Hard- 
wick was  also  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count ; he  had  purchased  several  acres  of  land  on 
Coggeshall  avenue,  bordering  on  Almy’s  pond,  and 
there  he  installed  greenhouses  and  went  into  the 
florist’s  business  on  a large  scale.  He  made  a 
specialty  of  raising  roses  for  the  wholesale  trade 
and  was  soon  supplying  orders  in  mammoth  quanti- 
ties. Mr.  Harclwick  was  a poor  youth  when  he 
arrived  on  this  side,  but  he  possessed  all  those 
sturdy  traits  of  character  which  lead  a man  on  to 
success  in  his  chosen  line,  and  at’  his  death,  which 
occurred  July  16,  1885,  in  Newport,  he  left  a 
goodly  competence,  although  he  was  then  only  in 
middle  life. 

In  1852,  in  Surrey,  England,  Mr.  Hardwick 
was  married  to  Martha  Stoakes,  who  still  survives 
him,  and  continues  to  make  her  home  in  Newport. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children  : ( i)  Sarah  mar- 

ried William  Taylor,  of  Lonsdale,  R.  T,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit  raising.  Their 
children  are  Violet  Mary,  Alice,  Martha,  Louise 
Gladys,  William,  Jr.,  and  Ruth  Taylor.  (2) 
Georgiana  married  James  S.  Cowles,  a farmer  and 
gardener,  of  Newport,  and  has  had  seven  children, 
Charles  Weston,  Edith  Caroline,  Blanche  Augusta, 
Grace  Potter,  Harry  I.ee,  Jessie  Miller  and  Roger 
James.  (3)  Frances  Mary  married  Charles  G. 
Anthony,  who  was  formerly  a merchant  in  New- 
port, but  is  now  engaged  in  poultry  raising  in  Lons- 
dale, R.  I.  Their  only  child  is  Ethel  Mae.  (4) 
Elizabeth,  (5)  Annie  Martha  and  (6)  Rose  are  all 
at  home  unmarried. 

George  Hardwick  was  an  industrious  and  pro- 
gressive man  and  left  a record  of  which  his  family 
may  well  be  proud.  Of  a pleasant  and  social  dispo- 
sition, always  generous  to  those  in  need  and  ready 
to  assist  any  one  who  deserved  help,  he  had  won 
many  warm  friends.  Socially  he  belonged,  in 
England,  to  the  Foresters  Society,  and  in  this  coun- 
try to  Rhode  Island  I.odge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Newport.  In  religious  matters  he  was  a consistent 
Episcopalian,  a member  and  liberal  supporter  of 
Emmanuel  Church.  On  political  que.stions  he 
stood  by  the  Republican  party,  but  was  too  do- 


mestic in  his  tastes  to  be  led  into  any  active  po- 
litical life. 

^ EDWIN  R.  GARDINER  in  his  life  time  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful  steno- 
graphers in  the  United  States,  and  was  also  one 
of  the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Providence.  He  was  a descendant  of 

(I)  George  Gardiner,  of  Newport,  who  was 
admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  Aquid- 
neck  in  1638.  He  had  land  recorded  in  1640,  was 
made  a freeman  in  1641,  was  constable  and  senior 
sergeant  in  1642,  ensign  in  1644,  and  commissioner 
in  1662.  He  married  (first)  Herodias  Hicks,  and 
(second)  Lydia  Ballou,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Susanna.  His  children  were:  Bcnoni,  Henrv. 
George,  William,  Nicholas,  Dorcas,  Rebecca. 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Lydia,  Mary,  Peregrine,  Robert 
(2)  and  Jeremiah. 

(H)  Benoni  Gardiner  married  Mary,  and  they 
were  of  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  tqok  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance May  19,  1671.  He  was  taxed  in  1687. 
He  deeded  100  acres  of  land  to  his  son  Nathaniel 
in  1705,  and  subsequently  sold  and  deeded  land. 
He  died  about  1721.  His  wife  died  Nov.  16,  1729. 
His  children  were : William,  Nathaniel,  Stephen, 
Isaac  and  Bridget. 

( HI)  William  Gardiner,  born  in  1671,  mar- 
ried (first)  Abigail  Remington,  and  after  his 
death  in  1732,  she  married  Job  Almy.  The  chil- 
dren of  William  and  Abigail  were:  (i)  John  was 
born  in  1696.  (2)  William  married  Elizabeth. 

Gibbs.  (3)  Thomas  died  without  issue.  (4) 
Sylvester,  born  June  29,  1707,  became  an  eminent 
physician  of  Boston  and  Newport  and  a wealthy 
man.  He  was  a loyalist  during  the  Revolution, 
went  to  England  during  that  period  but  returned 
thereafter,  and  died  at  Newport.  Gardiner, 
Maine,  is  named  in  his  honor,  and  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church  there  is  a cenotaph  to  his  memor}-. 
One  of  Dr.  Gardiner’s  sons  was  an  eminent  lawyer, 
and  a grandson  a distinguished  clergyman  and 
scholar.  (5)  Abigail  married  (first)  Caleb  Haz- 
ard, and  (second)  Deputy  Governor  William  Rob- 
inson. (6)  Hannah  married  Rev.  Dr.  McSparran. 
(7)  Lydia  married  John  Arnold,  a grandson  of 
Governor  Benedict  Arnold. 

(IV)  John  Gardiner,  born  March  16,  1696, 
died  March  31,  1752.  Pie  married  (first)  Mary 
Hill,  and  (second)  Mary  Taylor,  of  Jamaica,  L.  I., 
a neice  of  Francis  Willett,  Esq.  Three  children 
were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  and  the  following 
named  to  the  second : Thomas,  who  died  without 
issue ; Amos ; William,  who  married  Eunice  Beld- 
ing,  of  Hartford,  Conn. ; John,  who  married  Amy 
Gardiner  ; and  Benjamin. 

(V)  Hon.  Benjamin  Gardiner,  of  Newport, 
was  married  Jan.  13,  1774,  to  Elizabeth  Wicke^l 
born  Nov.  7,  1754,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ruth 
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(Brown)  W'ickes.  Their  children  were:  Thomas, 
born  June  20.  1775,  died  Aug.  ii,  1775; 

W'ickes,  born  Sept.  12,  1777;  Benjamin,  born 
July  14,  1779,  died  -\pril  3,  1780;  Elizabeth, 

born  Aug.  3,  1781,  died  Hay  29,  1786;  Ruth, 
born  Aug.  2,  1784;  Albert,  born  April  25,  1786; 
Edwin,  born  Dec.  9,  1787;  James  Sayer,  born 
March  18,  1789,  died  in  August,  1872;  and  Ben- 
jamin, born  Dec.  31,  1790. 

(YI)  W’ickes  Gardiner,  of  above  family,  born 
Sept.  12,  1777,  at  Tower  Hill,  inherited  the  estate 
of  his  grandfather,  Thomas  W’ickes,  at  Old  War- 
wick. On  Dec.  19,  1802,  he  married  WHitey 
Rhodes,  and  she  died  Aug.  23,  1840.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  Eeb.  27,  1804, 
died  March  8,  1863.  (2)  Thomas  W’ickes,  born 

July  25.  1805,  a farmer  at  W’arwick,  married 
first  Elizabeth  Greene ; second  Phebe  Potter.  By 
his  first  wife  he  had  one  son,  Thomas  WTckes 
Gardiner,  Jr.,  who  married  Lydia  Carpenter,  and 
is  a hardware  mc#chant  at  Pawtuxet.  lie  has  had 
two  children,  Mary,  now  deceased ; and  Eliza 
Draper.  Thomas  W’ickes  Gardiner,  by  his  second 
wife,  Phebe  Potter,  had  four  children : Janies 
Sayer,  born  IMay  27,  1851,  was  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Potter  & Gardiner,  lumher  dealers  at 
Providence,  and  died  Aug.  13,  1887;  iMary  Eliza- 
beth was  born  Nov.  6,  1853 ; Carrie  Potter  was 
born  Nov.  7,  1855 ; and  Nellie  Rhodes  was  born 
June  10,  1859.  (3)  Malachi  Rhodes  was  born 

Dec.  21,  1807.  (4)  Mary  Rhodes,  born  Eeb.  i, 

1810,  died  i\larch  4,  1852;  she  married  June  25, 
1838,  Abel  Lincoln,  and  had  Albert  Chandler,  born 
April  21,  1841,  died  Nov.  6,  1841;  Roswell 

Gardiner,  born  April  28,  1844,  died  Aug.  16,  1846; 
and  Eugene  Henshaw,  born  May  25,  1847,  is  an 
attorney,  also  coroner  of  the  city  of  Providence. 

(5)  Edwin,  born  Feb.  14,  1812,  died  quite  young. 

(6)  Benjamin,  born  July  i,  1821,  was  father  of 
Charles  Carroll  Gardiner,  of  Providence,  men- 
tioned elsewhere. 

(VII)  Malachi  Rhodes  Gardiner,  son  of 
W’ickes,  was  born  in  Old  Warwick  Dec.  21,  1807. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  came  to  Providence  and 
entered  the  counting  room  of  George  S.  Rathbone, 
on  South  W’ater  street,  an  importer  of  grain  and 
southern  merchandise.  He  remained  associated 
with  Mr.  Rathbone  until  the  latter’s  death  about 
1868,  a period  of  some  forty-six  years,  being  a 
partner  in  the  business  for  nearly  thirty  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Rathbone  & Gardiner. 
His  business  career  was  characterized  in  a marked 
degree  by  diligence,  fidelity  and  the  strictest  in- 
tegrity. He  retired  from  business  a number  of 
years  before  his  death,  and  devoted  himself  to 
horticulture  and  orcharding.  He  participated  in 
the  earliest  movement  for  the  organization  of  Grace 
Church  in  Providence,  of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  vestryman,  and  in  the  Sunday-school  of  which 
he  was  for  many  years  a teacher.  He  was  con- 
firmed at  the  first  confirmation  held  in  that  parish 
by  Bishop  Griswold,  and  always  remained  identi- 


fied with  the  church.  On  iMarch  30,  1831,  he 
married  Harriet  Brownell,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Susannah  A.  Brownell.  She  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1807,  and  her  death  occurred  July  13,  1902.  Mr. 
Gardiner  died  Oct.  6,  1882. 

(\’HI)  Edwin  R.  Gardiner,  only  son  of 
IMalachi  Rhodes  and  Harriet  (Brownell)  Gardiner, 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1834,  in  Providence.  He  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  city,  and  after  graau- 
ating  from  the  Providence  high  school  entered 
Trinity  College,  Hartford,  in  1852,  graduating 
therefrom  in  1856.  During  his  college  course 
he  practiced  reporting,  and  after  his  graduation 
adopted  stenography  as  his  life  work.  For  a dec- 
ade and  more  he  was  connected  with  the  news- 
paper press  of  Providence,  reporting  at  the  same 
time  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island.  As 
a stenographer  he  took  high  rank.  For  many 
years  he  made  verbatim  reports  of  literary  and 
scientific  lectures  for  various  journals,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  corps  that  reported  the  debates  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  Illinois,  which  began 
its  work  in  December,  1869,  and  continued  five 
months.  In  1870-71  Mr.  Gardiner  was  a member 
of  the  corps  of  official  stenographers  for  the  city 
of  Chicago.  Soon  after  he  became  associated  with 
Mr.  James  M.  W.  Yerrinton,  official  court  re- 
porter, in  Boston,  which  connection  continued  for 
eight  years,  and  covered  a very  large  amount  of 
the  heavy  work  done  in  that  city  through  that 
period.  In  1882  Mr.  Gardiner  was  appointed  offi- 
cial reporter  for  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Rhode  Island,  a position  he  held  for  over  fifteen 
years. 

Mr.  Gardiner  for  many  years  was  special 
stenographer  for  the  meetings  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Interests  of 
the  American  Trotting  Turf,  and  for  its  Board  of 
Review,  and  for  ten  years  he  made  verbatim  re- 
ports of  the  extemporaneous  sermons  and  ad- 
dresses of  Bishop  D.  H.  Greer,  then  rector  of  Grace 
Church,  Providence. 

Mr.  Gardiner  for  a brief  period  was  short 
hand  amanuensis  for  the  late  Hon.  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  when  the  latter  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. Mr.  Gardiner  was  at  one  time  president  of 
the  New  England  Shorthand  Reporter’s  Associa- 
tion. He  was  skilful  in  his  art,  noted  for  the 
rapidity  and  accuracy  of  his  work.  His  varied  ex- 
periences in  reporting  developed  in  him  a broad 
scholarship  and  refined  literary  style. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  the  author  of  a brilliant 
jiaper  on  “The  Reporter  as  a Student  of  Language,’’ 
in  which  he  ahly  defended  the  thesis  that  the 
science  of  language  is  preeminently  the  study  of 
the  short  hand  reporter.  Some  five  years  approxi- 
mately before  his  death  Mr.  Gardiner  retired  from 
business  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  from 
that  time  on  until  the  close  of  his  life  he  lived 
(piietly  at  his  home  on  Cypress  street.  Providence. 
His  death  occurred  June  28,  1903,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 
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On  (Jet.  20,  1870,  Hr.  Gardiner  married  Abbie 
Sanford,  born  Nov.  20,  1838,  daughter  of  Ezbon 
and  Mary  (Sanford)  Sanford.  She  died  July  17, 
1901.  They  had  one  daughter,  Edna  Rhodes,  born 
JJarch  14,  1872,  and  now  a resident  of  I’rovi- 
dence,  her  home  being  No.  156  Cypress  street. 

W'iCKEs.  Hon.  iienjamin  Gardiner,  of  the  fifth 
generation,  married  Elizabeth  Wickes.  She  was  a 
descendant  of  John  Wickes,  who  was  a farmer  in 
Staines,  a village  in  Middlesex  county,  eighteen 
miles  west  of  London,  England.  He  was  born 
there,  and  his  father  and  mother  were  buried  close 
by  the  house  in  which  he  was  born,  as  was  also 
a brother  (probably  Thomas)  who  was  buried  on 
Eriday,  Jan.  26,  ,1648.  John  Wickes  had  in  Eng- 
land three  brothers,  viz. : Thomas,  Robert  and 
William.  William  was  killed  in  the  battle  between 
the  King  and  Rebels  at  Edge  Hill  in  Warwick- 
shire, Oct.  23,  1642.  Thomas  died  of  dropsy,  and 
was  buried  as  above.  Robert  was  an  officer  in  the 
customs  in  London  in  1664,  at  i25  per  year. 
Thomas  left  children.  William,  who  was  killed 
at  Edge  Hill,  left  six  sons,  viz. : Obediah,  Wil- 
liam, John.  Paul,  Samuel  and  Thomas.  (Jbediah 
had  a son  Samuel,  who  had  a son  Obediah,  who 
was  in  Boston,  in  1733.  Richard  Wickes,  son  of 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1648,  lived  at  the  nursery 
in  Staines  in  1639,  and  had  ten  children.  Paul, 
son  of  William,  who  was  killed  at  Edge  Hill, 
bought  the  house  in  Staines,  which  John,  suose- 
quently,  of  Warwick,  R.  E,  leased  and  lived  in. 
Robert  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters ; he  lost 
his  second  daughter,  aged  twenty,  in  November, 
1658.  In  1664,  his  eldest  son  was  a surgeon  in 
Jamaica;  his  second  son  traded  to  Guinea;  his 
third  son  was  at  Bermuda ; and  his  fourth  son  in 
\hrginia. 

(I)  John  Wickes,  the  farmer  at  Staines,  was 

at  Plypiouth  in  1637,  and  was  received  an  “in- 
habitant” of  the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
1639.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve  original  pur- 
chasers of  Shawomet,  or  Warwick,  R.  I.,  in  1642, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  very 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  place,  and  held  the 
principal  offices  until  his  death.  He  lived  in  the 
southwest  corner  where  the  Warwick  Neck  road 
joins  the  main  road  in  Old  Warwick.  He  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  early  in  King  Philip’s  war  in 
1675,  ^ distance  north  of  the  point  where 

the  back  lane  crosses  the  pond  brook.  He  died 
without  a will,  and  a will  was  made  by  the  town 
council.  He  had  four  children:  John;  Hannah 
married  William  Barton ; Elizabeth  married  a 
Smith;  and  Mary  married  Francis  Grisbourne. 

(II)  John  Wickes  (2),  only  son  of  John  Wickes 
of  Old  Warwick,  died  in  1689.  His  will  was  dated 
IMarch  2,  1688-89,  proved  April  18,  1689.  He 
married  Rose  Harding,  and  had  John,  Sarah, 
Thomas  and  Robert. 

(III)  John  Wickes  (3),  born  Aug.  8,  1677, 
died  Dec.  27,  1741.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Gorton,  and  she  died  Jan.  31,  1753. 


Their  children  were:  John,  born  Feb.  26,  1698- 
99,  died  July  4,  1735;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  21,  1700, 
married  Benoni  Waterman;  Rose,  born  Aug.  13, 
1702,  married  Randall  Holden;  Robert,  born  Dec. 

26,  1704;  Elizabeth,  born  Eeb.  5,  1706,  married 
Phillip  Greene;  Whlliam,  born  Aug.  26,  17 — , died 
March  21,  1743,  survived  by  a wife;  Richard,  born 
Oct.  23,  1712,  died  July  26,  1735;  Thomas,  born 
Sept.  6,  1715,  married  Ruth  Brown;  and  Mary, 
born  Dec.  ii,  1717,  died  Jan.  26,  1746,  unmarried. 

(IV)  Thomas  Wickes,  of  Old  Warwick,  born 
Sept.  6,  1715,  died  Aug.  i,  1803.  He  married 
Jan.  16,  1752,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Whlliam  and 
Elizabeth  Brown,  of  South  Kingstown.  She  died 
Sept.  8,  1770,  aged  sixty-four.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  Dec.  ii,  1752,  married  Row- 
land Brown,  of  South  Kingstown ; and  Elizabeth, 
born  Nov.  7,  1754,  married  Jan.  13,  1774,  Hon. 
Benjamin  Gardiner,  of  Newport. 

MASON  MOWRY,  a successful  farmer  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  residing  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  is  a descendant, 
through  his  mother,  of  (I)  Roger  Mowry,  the 
xMnerican  progenitor  of  this  family,  as  indicated 
by  the  following  record. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Mowry,  son  of  Roger,  was 
born  in  England  about  1644,  and  in  company  with 
an  older  brother,  John,  was  made  a freeman  in 
Providence  in  1672.  Nathaniel  Mowry  was  a 
large  landholder  in  northern  Rhode  Island,  and  a 
man  of  consecpience  in  the  community.  He  mar- 
ried in  1666  Johannah,  daughter  of  Edward  In- 
man. Nathaniel  Mowry  died  March  24,  1717-18. 
His  children  were : Nathaniel,  John,  Henry,  Jo- 
seph, Martha,  Sarah,  Mary,  Johannah,  Patience, 
Mercy  and  Experience. 

(III)  Capt.  Joseph  Mowry,  born  in  1675,  was 

married  June  3,  1695,  to  Alice  Whipple.  Captain 
Mowry  was  a farmer,  a leading  citizen,  and  was 
captain  of  the  local  company  of  militia.  He  died 
soon  after  1721.  His  children  were:  Daniel,  born 
Sept.  6,  1697;  Joseph,  Feb.  26,  1698-99;  Oliver, 
Sept.  26,  1699-1700;  Alice,  Jan.  6,  1712;  aiul 

Waite,  June  6,  1716. 

(IV)  Joseph  Mowry,  born  Feb.  26,  1699,  was 
a farmer,  and  resided  in  what  is  now  Smith- 
field.  He  married  Margery,  daughter  of  John  and 
Margery  (Whipple)  Mowry,  his  second  cousin. 
Their  children  were:  Alice,  born  Nov.  5,  1738; 
Joseph,  born  April  24,  1740;  Jeremiah,  born  March 
24,  1742;  John,  born  Dec.  4,  1743;  Amy,  born 
Dec.  4,  1746;  and  Eleazer,  born  Sept.  5,  1750. 

(V)  John  Mowry,  born  Dec.  4,  1743,  married 
April  24,  1764,  Waite,  daughter  of  Elisha  Mowry, 
and  they  had  these  children : Nathaniel,  born  May 

27,  1765,  located  in  western  Massachusetts;  Elia- 
kim,  born  June  28,  1767,  married  (first)  Lydia 
Payne  and  (second)  Mrs.  Nancy  Mowry;  John, 
born  May  20,  1773,  married  a Miss  Hamilton; 
Jeremiah  married  Content  Appleby;  Israel  is  men- 
tioned below ; W elcome  married  Lucinda  Boutelle ; 
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Aniasa  married  Annie  Hamilton ; and  one  daughter 
married  Jesse  Jencks  and  removed  to  western 
Massachusetts  aliout  the  time  Nathaniel  i\Iowry  re- 
moved there. 

(V  I)  Israel  Mowry,  son  of  John,  was  mar- 
ried Eeb.  9,  1812,  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Israel 
Jlrown,  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  and  their  children 
were;  Jesse  T. ; W’aity,  who  married  William  Ar- 
nold ; Amasa,  who  died  young ; Elizabeth,  who 
married  (tirst)  Elijah  Smith,  and  (second)  Fay- 
ette Newton ; Julia  A.,  who  married  William 
Goldthwait;  Eaura  A.;  and  Hiram  A.,  who  died 
young. 

(\'Hj  Eaura  A.  Mowry,  daughter  of  Israel 
Mowry,  was  born  Jan.  24,  1824,  was  married  to 
Mason  Eee,  and  had  one  son.  Mason  IM.,  born  July 
12,  1846.  She  later  l)ecame  the  second  wife  of 
Otis  Mowry,  and  hy  this  marriage  had  one  son, 
Charles  Smith,  born  May  14,  1857,  who  is  un- 
married, and  resides  in  Scotland,  Connecticut. 

Otis  iMowry  married  for  his  first  wife  Ada 
Alowry,  of  Burrillville,  who  died  l\Iay  8,  1837, 
in  the  forty-second  year  of  her  life.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Ada  E.,  born  April  18, 
1837,  married  Erastus  Steere,  and  died  in 

Providence,  April  22,  1900.  Otis  IMowry  was  born 
Dec.  24,  1791,  son  of  David  (Jr.)  and  IMartha 
( Plummer)  iMowry.  The  father  of  Otis  Mowr\- 
died  July  ii,  1807,  when  Otis  was  in  his  sixteenth 
year,  and  the  eldest  of  a large  family  of  children. 
Though  left  with  a debt — incurred  by  the  father — - 
to  discharge  he  met  his  task  bravely,  and  in  course 
of  time  had  the  family  free  from  tlebt,  giving  the 
younger  children  educational  advantages  such  as 
he  did  not  have.  Before  his  marriage  he  located 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mason  IMowry,  and 
by  hard  work,  economy  and  business  judgment, 
as  well  as  a thorough  knowledge  of  farming,  he 
accumulated  what  was  considered,  for  that  time, 
a large  estate,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  ranked 
among  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  town. 
He  lived  to  be  past  ninety-two  years  of  age,  dying 
Dec.  31,  1883,  and  was  buried  in  the  IMowry  ceme- 
tery, on  Wionkhiege  Plill. 

(\'1H)  Mason  Mowry,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,' and  son'of  iMason  and  Laura  xV.  (Mowry) 
Lee,  was  ado])ted  in  early  childhood  by  Otis 
Mowry,  who  bestowed  upon  him  every  care  and 
affection  a father  could.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  remained  at  home  on  the 
farm,  assisting  his  parents,  and  later  assuming  the 
management  of  the  ])lace.  He  is  successful  in  his 
farming  o])erations,  is  (luile  well  to  do,  and  has  a 
high  standing  in  the  community  as  an  honorable, 
upright  man.  He  is  leading  a (piiet  life,  caring 
but  little  for  attractions  outside  of  his  home  and 
farm.  He  takes  but  little  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters, v(jting  for  the  men  best  cpialified  for  the 
office,  regardless  of  i)olitical  affiliations. 

On  Jan.  27,  1866,  Mr.  Mowry  was  married  to 
.Amanda  AT  Purlingame,  born  .April  10,  1843, 


daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lydia  .A.  (Colwell) 
Burlingame.  Mrs.  Mowry  died  Oct.  16,  1896,  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Lydia  A.,  born  Oct.  17, 
1867,  who  died  Oct.  23,  1889. 

WILLI AAI  E.  LOUTTIT,  president,  general 
manager  and  founder  of  the  Louttit  Home  Hand 
Laundry  Company,  of  Providence,  is  not  only  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  that  industry  in  New 
England,  but  is  a striking  example  of  a self-made 
man. 

In  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  the 
Louttits  are  lineal  descendants  of  representative 
families  of  the  United  Kingdom.  William  Louttit, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  Jan.  21,  1833,  in 
the  Orkney  Islands,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Wooler,  Northumberland,  where  he  conducts  a 
properous  tailoring  and  gents  furnishing  business, 
having  for  an  associate  his  son  James  W.,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Louttit  & Son.  William  Louttit 
married  Isabella  Pringle  Easton,  born  Eeb.  2,  1825, 
at  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  William  E.,  James  MA  (of  Wooler),  and 
Isabella. 

William  E.  Louttit  was  born  Aug.  27,  1866,  at 
South  Shields,  Durham,  England,  and  was  about 
si.x  years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Wooler. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place,  and  a technical  school  at  South 
Shields.  Eor  six  years  after  leaving  the  latter, 
he  was  employed  in  his  father’s  store,  and  was 
then  engaged  for  two  years  in  the  department  store 
of  Cranston  & Elliott,  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
Understanding  the  opportunities  offered  a young 
man  of  ability  and  energy  in  America,  and  ambi- 
tious to  better  his  condition.  Air.  Louttit  decided  to 
try  his  fortune  in  that  country,  and  subsequently 
located  in  the  United  States,  in  1888,  settling  im- 
mediately in  Providence.  Upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  an  acquaintance  in  Scotland,  he  was  given 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Callender,  Alc- 
Auslan  & Troup,  and  through  energy  and  close  ap- 
plication to  business  was  soon  advanced. 

Mr.  Louttit  was  careful  with  his  savings,  and 
in  June,  1896,  desiring  to  enter  into  some  kind 
of  a business  for  himself,  he  purchased  a small 
laundry  located  at  No.  75  Elmwood  avenue,  em- 
ploying two  or  three  assistants,  the  premises  con- 
taining some  800  square  feet  of  floor  space,  and. 
under  the  firm  style  of  Louttit’s  Home  Hand 
Laundry,  began  business.  It  was  uphill  work  for 
him  to  keep  the  business  on  a paying  basis,  but  by 
exercise  of  his  marked  determination  and  industry, 
he  acquired  a foothold.  Like  many  other  business 
men,  he  had  the  good  sense  to  look  to  individual 
merit  for  his  business  status,  and  the  good  fortune, 
through  it,  to  early  secure  a patronage  among  the 
oldest  and  the  best  families  of  the  city,  which  ac- 
cumulated so  rapidly  that  he  was  obliged  to  ])rovide 
larger  quarters. 
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In  May,  1897,  Mr.  Louttit  leased,  at  Auburn, 
R.  L,  the  Saunders  Rlock,  which  contained  over  i,- 
400  square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  here  he  removed 
his  business.  In  1899  he  erected  the  Louttit  Block 
at  Auburn,  containing  4,000  square  feet  of  hoor 
space.  The  business  continued  to  increase,  and 
Mr.  Louttit  selected,  the  site  at  No.  307  Broad 
street.  Providence,  and  after  purchasing  the  same, 
erected  a commodious  building,  embracing  12,000 
square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  to  this  he  removed 
in  INIarch,  1902.  The  business  still  increasing,  it 
was  necessary  in  1906  to  acid  two  more  stories  to 
the  building,  giving  25,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  modern  and 
best  equipped  laundries  in  the  country,  giving  em- 
ployment to  nearly  150  people.  On  June  5,  1906, 
the  business  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Rhode  Island,  with  a capitalization  of  $100,000, 
i\Ir.  Louttit  becoming  president  and  general  man- 
ager ; Walter  F.  Earle,  treasurer,  and  James  F. 
Pirce,  secretary.  Mr.  Louttit  is  also  a director  in 
the  E.  and  R.  Laundry  Company  of  Camliridge, 
Mass.,  and  in  the  E.  and  R.  Laundry  Company  of 
Worcester,  Mass.  He  is  a progressive,  wide- 
awake business  man,  of  marked  ability  and  origin- 
ality. He  is  ever  devising  and  experimenting  to 
improve  his  methods,  and  he  has  introduced  many 
innovations  which  have  been  copied  by  others.  He 
was  the  first  in  Providence,  if  not  in  the  United 
States,  to  use  the  box  package,  valuable  - not  only 
for  neatness,  but  for  sanitary  reasons,  no  package 
being  used  more  than  once.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Louttit  is  a most  tireless 
worker,  a kind  and  considerate  employer,  and  a 
man  of  high  standing  in  business  circles. 

Mr.  Louttit  is  a Republican  in  political  faith, 
but  beyond  the  casting  of  his  vote,  takes  little 
interest  in  politics.  He  is  a member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Crescent  Lodge, 
No.  24.  I.  O.  O.  F. ; the  Rhode  Island  Business 
i\len’s  Association;  Economic  Club;  Rhode  Island 
and  Edgewood  Yacht  Clubs ; Elmwood  and  Cen- 
tral Clubs,  and  the  National  Laundrymen’s  As- 
sociation. 

On  June  i,  1903,  Mr.  Louttit  married,  at 
Whitney  Pier,  Cape  Breton,  Miss  Sophia  Robley. 
of  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Georgianna  Robley,  and  a graduate  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Homeopathic  Hospital.  They  have  one 
child,  Easton,  born  IMay  26,  1904. 

JOHN  CARPENTER,  a venerable  citizen  of. 
Cowesett,  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  Kent  County, 
R.  I.,  where  for  years  he  was  a well-known  man- 
ufacturer of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  a business  he 
also  carried  on  in  the  city  of  Providence,  was  born 
in  East  Greenwich,  Oct.  18,  1825,  and  is  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  that  section  of 
the  State. 

(I)  William  Carpenter,  born  in  1605,  in  Eng- 
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land,  son  of  William,  married  Abigail,  and  on  com- 
ing to  this  country  in  1638,  in  the  ship  “Bevis,” 
stopped  for  a time  ^n  \yeymouth,  where,  in  1640, 
he  became  a freeman.  He  later  located  in  Reho- 
both,  IMass.  He  was  a representative  from  Wey- 
mouth in  1641  and  1643,  from  Rehoboth  in 
1645.  He  died  in  1659.  His  widow  died  in  1687. 
Ihree  of  their  seven  children  were  born  in  Eng- 
land, the  next  three  in  Weymouth  and  the  youngest 
in  Rehoboth.  They  were : John,  William,  Joseph, 
Hannah,  Abiah,  Abigail  and  Samuel. 

(II)  Abiah  Carpenter,  son  of  William,  was 
born  .\pril  9,  1643,  'n  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  his  father  died.  Not  far  from 
this  he  went  to  sea,  becoming  a mariner.  He  lived 
at  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  1681.  His  children 
all  probably  born  in  Pawtuxet  were ; Oliver,  born 
a.bout  1675;  Joseph;  Hannah;  Rebecca;  Abiah;, 
Solomon  ; Samuel ; and  Mary. 

(III)  Oliver  Carpenter,  born  about  1675,  at 

Pawtuxet,  married  Sarah  (surname  not  known), 
and  they  resided  in  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He 
owned  land  in  several  different  towns — in  War- 
wick, East  Greenwich,  etc.  He  died  in  1727.  His 
children  were;  John,  born  about  1725;  Oliver, 
born  about  1695;  William,  born  June  19,  1701; 
Nathaniel,  boni,  about  1707;  Hannah,  born  Oct. 
28,  1708;  Thomas,  born  about  1709;  Jeremiah, 
born  in  1716;  Christopher,  born  about  1718; 
Joshua,  born  Jan.  14,  1822;  Solomon;  Abiah; 

Sarah;  Robert;  Meribah ; Edmund;  David;  Abi- 
gail; Anne;  and  Benjamin. 

(IV)  John  Carpenter,  born  about  1725,  in 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  Grinnell,  and  she  died  in  1748. 
He  married  (second)  Abigail  Grinnell,  probably 
sister  to  his  first  wife.  His  will  was  proved  Sepr. 
10,  1753.  His  children,  all  born  in  East  Greenwich, 
were:  Diadema,  born  July  25,  1721;  Prudence, 
born  July  25,  1721;  Curnell,  born  April  r8,  1723; 
Dianah,  born  Nov.  16,  1724;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  23, 
1726;  (Mary,  born  about  1730;  and  Sarah,  born 
al)out  1735. 

(V)  Curnell  Carpenter,  born  April  18.  1723, 
in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  married  there  May  4, 
1747,  Elizabeth  Allen,  and  their  children,  all  born 
in  East  Greenwich,  were:.  John,  boni  Eeb.  21. 
1775:  Joseph;  Lydia;  and  Elizabeth. 

(VI)  John  Carpenter  (2),  born  Eeb.  21,  1775, 
in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  married  Lydia,  daughter 
of  John  Allen,  of  Kingstown,  R.  I.  Their  children, 
l)oth  l)orn  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  were : Curnell 
Allen,  born  Nov.  i,  1805;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  21, 
1807.  John  Carjienter,  the  father,  was  a farmer  in 
the  town  of  East  Greenwich,  where  he  owned 
much  land  and  where  he  died  in  1815.  His  widow 
later  married  Greene  Capron,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Lydia  Ann,  who  married  Emerald  Angell,  and 
resided  at  Indian  Orchard,  Massachusetts. 
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(\'1I)  Curnell  Allen  Carpenter,  son  of  John, 
was  born  Nov.  i,  1805,  in  the  town  of  East  Green- 
wich. He  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  became 
engaged  in  farming  both  in  his  native  town  and  in 
the  town  of  \\  arwick.  In  his  political  faith  he  was 
first  a A'hig,  and  later  a Republican.  He  was  ac- 
tive in  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  served  as  a deacon.  During  the  great  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  in  his  country’s  service,  and  was  sta- 
tioned for  duty  at  I’ortsmouth,  R.  1.  His  death 
occurred  June  10,  1890,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Greenwood  cemetery  at  Phenix,  R.  I.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Tarbox,  who  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  daughter  of  Joseph  Tarbox.  She  died 
in  February,  1866,  and  was  buried  in  Greenwood 
cemetery.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carpenter,  namely:  John;  Sarah  Jane,  deceased, 
who  married  Sylvester  Stone;  Esther  Matilda,  who 
married  Charles  Shippee,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Lydia  Greene,  who  married  Stephen 
Brown,  of  Providence ; Hannah  Amanda,  who  mar- 
ried George  W.  Brayman,  an  engineer  of  Provi- 
dence; and  i\Iary  Gould,  who  married  Horace 
Chadwick,  of  Providence. 

John  Carpenter,  son  of  Curnell  Allen, 
attended  the  district  school  in  East  Greenwich, 
known  as  the  Shippee  school,  the  district  school  at 
Crompton,  and  a select  school  at4Riverpoint  kept 
by  Peter  Healy,  a well  known  instructor  of  his 
day.  He  w'orked  on  the  home  farm  until  fourteen 
vears  old,  wdien  he  started  to  work  for  the  Greenes, 
at  their  box  factory  at  Clyde.  After  some  time 
there  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  with 
Tibbitts  & Burlingame,  working  at  this  a short  time, 
afterward  learning  the  trade  of  an  engineer,  which 
he  followed  untit  1849.  In  that  year  like  many 
others  he  became  afflicted  with  the  gold  fever,  and 
started  for  California  around  Cape  Horn,  embark- 
ing on  the  bark  “Rio,"  Capt.  C.  C.  Baker,  stopped 
at  Brazil,  and  then  ])roceeded  to  California,  reach- 
ing there  in  May,  1850,  after  a six  months  voyage. 
In  the  year  or  two  he  remained  at  the  Golden  Gate 
lie  met  with  fair  success,  and  followed  his  trade  of 
carpenter  as  well  as  devoting  some  time  to  pros- 
pecting. His  return  voyage  was  made  by  way  of 
Panama.  After  his  arrival  in  Rhode  Island,  he 
looked  about  for  an  opening,  and  began  the  manu- 
facture of  sash,  doors  and  blinds  in  Mystic,  Conn., 
a business  he  conducted  for  twenty  years  with 
marked  success.  On  coming  to  Providence  he  lo- 
cated on  Fountain  street,  and  carried  on  the  same 
line  for  twenty  years,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Cowesett,  where  he  bought  the  Sprague  wharf, 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business.  With 
his  son  iie  was  also  interested  in  the  making  of 
boxes  for  mill  purposes.  This  he  continued  until 
1905  when  he  retired  from  active  work,  renting 
his  wharf  and  premises  to  the  Black  Coal  Company. 
IMr.  Carpenter  has  made  a number  of  inventions 
during  his  career.  One.  a blind  slat  turning  machine, 
was  patented  Aug.  2,  1857;  a hot  air  engine  was 


also  patented.  He  has  a natural  love  for  mechan- 
ics and  has  proved  himself  a genius  in  that  line. 
After  the  age  of  eighty-one  years  he  constructed 
a naphtha  launch,  and  fitted  it  with  all  necessary 
machinery. 

Mr.  Carpenter  is  a man  who  has  lived  a strictly 
temperate  life.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
iMethodist  Church,  at  Mystic,  Conn.  In  his  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican,  but  is  independent  in  his 
voting  on  local  questions.  He  has  served  as  as- 
sessor in  Warwick. 

On  Nov.  8,  1846,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  married 
to  Huldah  Ann  Blanchard,  who  was  born  in  Cov- 
entry, Conn.,  Feb.  6,  1829,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Niabe  (Briggs)  Blanchard,  and  granddaughter  of 
Jonathan  Briggs  who  w^as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  serving  seven  ^-ears  in  that  struggle 
without  being  wounded,  and  participating  in  a 
number  of  the  principal  battles.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carpenter  have  been  married  sixty-one  years,  and 
are  both  enjoying  good  health  with  the  prospects 
of  many  more  years  of  happiness  ahead  of  them. 
Their  children  were : Auminda  Ann,  born  Oct. 
3,  1849,  married  March  14,  1872,  Charles  H.  John- 
son, and  died  Feb.  9,  1892,  leaving  one  son,  Charles 
Herbert,  born  Aug.  23,  1882;  John  Herbert,  born 
Nov.  27,  1851,  a general  mechanic  in  the  employ 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Rail- 
road, at  Providence,  married  Oct.  26,  1875,  Emma 
Louise  Legg,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ella  M.,  born 
April  23,  1876  (who  married  Lester  Bennett,  and 
has  had  three  children — Hazel,  Kentis  and  Doris 
I.,  the  latter  deceased)  ; Ella  Madora,  born  Sept. 
18,  1853,  married  May  ii,  1875,  Nelson  E.  Harris, 
a shoe  dealer  at  New  London.  Conn.,  and  has  four 
children — Earl  Allen  (born  Jan.  28,  1877,  mar- 
ried Clara  Hill,  and  has  one  child,  Lester),  Rex 
Linwood  (born  May  9,  1880,  married  Carrie  Chap- 
pell, and  has  one  child.  Nelson  L.),  Ethel  Ella 
(born  May  22,  1888)  and  Helen  Charlotte  (born 
Jan.  14,  1893)  ; Mary  Esther,  born  March  14,  1838, 
married  (first)  Feb.  19,  1891,  Elliott  A.  Briggs, 
had  one  child,  Edward  C.  (born  Nov.  24,  1892), 
and  (second)  Charles  Greene,  and  they  reside  with 
her  parents;  and  Jessie  M.,  born  Aug.  9,  1864. 
married  June  17,  1884,  Eugene  L.  Grindell,  a coal 
merchant  at  Providence,  and  has  one  child,  Jessie 
Hilda,  born  June  7,  1885,  a vocalist  of  unusual 
ability. 

SAIMUEL  MELLOR,  manufacturer  of  woolen 
goods,  at  Pascoag,  was  born  Jan.  9,  1862,  near 
Huddersfield.  Yorkshire,  England,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Emma  (Moss)  Mellor. 

Thomas  Mellor  was  a designer  by  occupation 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865,  settling  first 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  wa.s  employed  at  his 
trade.  Here  he  remained  until  about  1874.  when 
he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  and  was  employed  in 
the  Riverside  Mill  at  Providence,  and  about  one 
year  later  located  in  Burrillville  where  he  was  em- 
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ployed  ill  different  mills  in  the  town.  He  was 
the  father  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

Samuel  iMellor  had  limited  educational  advan- 
tages in  his  youth,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  be- 
gan work  in  a woolen  mill  in  Philadelphia.  He 
worked  in  Rhode  Island  in  the  Riverside  iVIill  and 
elsewhere,  becoming  a weaver.  He  finally  rose  to 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Geneva  jMill 
in  the  north  part  of  the  city  of  Providence.  While 
holding  this  position  he  formed  a partnership  with 
^\'illiam  H.  Prendergast,  now  a successful  manu- 
facturer in  Burrillville,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mellor  & Prendergast,  for  the  manufacture  of 
fancy  worsteds  for  men’s  wear.  They  occupied 
the  old  stone  mill  on  Sayles  avenue,  Pascoag,  owned 
by  Horace  A.  Kimball.  This  partnership  continued 
until  January,  1894,  when  Mr.  Mellor  purchased 
his  partner’s  interest  and  continued  the  business 
alone  until  April,  1902,  when  the  mill  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  At  this  time  Mr.  Mellor  is  not 
in  active  business. 

Mr.  Mellor  was  married  in  Pascoag  to  Miss 
Bertha  Bigwood,  a native  of  England,  and  they 
have  two  sons : Fred,  who  is  a graduate  of  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  business  college,  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  Hope  Webbing  Co.,  at  Pawtucket ; 
and  George. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  iMellor  is  a Republi- 
can, but  he  has  never  sought  or  accepted  public 
office,  and  he  is  a member  of  no  societies  or  or- 
ganizations of  any  kind.  Not  having  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  education  which  the  schools  of  to- 
day afford,  he  has  nevertheless  by  his  own  efforts 
and  strength  of  will  become  successful  in  public 
and  business  life,  and  is  a self-made  man.  He  has 
earned  for  himself  the  name  of  an  upright  and 
honorable  business  man,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all.  Their  handsome  resi- 
dence on  Church  street,  Pascoag,  was  completed 
in  1905. 

CARPENTER  (Warwick  family).  The  name 
Carpenter  is  one  of  now  nearly  two  hundred  and 
seventy  years  identity  with  the  region  of  country 
through  the  portions  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  lying  adjacent  to  each  other.  And  in  Eng- 
land the  pedigree  of  the  family  is  traced  by  the 
genealogist  of  the  family  back  to  one  John  Car- 
penter, from  whom  the  lineage  of  William  Car- 
penter, the  emigrant  American  settler,  is  through 
Richard,  John  (2),  John  (3),  William  James, 
John  (4),  William  (2)  and  William  Carpenter 
(3),  the  latter  a resident  of  London,  who  accom- 
panied his  son,  William,  the  emigrant  settler,  to 
this  country,  but  who  himself  returned  to  England 
in  the  same  vessel  in  which  he  came  over. 

Here  in  Rhode  Island  the  Carpenter  name  prac- 
tically runs  through  the  history  of  the  Colony  and 
State ; it  antedates  the  Revolution  more  than  a 
century  and  a half,  and  the  bearers  of  the  name 


in  this  Commonwealth  have  won  distinction  in 
practically  every  field  of  labor  and  in  commercial 
and  professional  life.  Notably  in  the  latter  may  be 
mentioned  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,  who  twice 
or  more  declined  high  public  trusts  of  Presidential 
appointment ; and  Hon.  George  Moulton  Carpen- 
ter, who  received  from  President  Arthur  the  ap- 
pointment of  United  States  District  Judge  for 
Rhode  Island.  Then,  there  is  now  living  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  Hon.  Clarence  Oliver  Carpen- 
ter, who  has  long  been  active  and  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  his  town,  serving  it  in  various 
official  capacities  from  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee to  that  of  member  of  the  General  Assembly. 
And  it  is  with  this  latter  gentleman’s  life  and  ante- 
cedents this  article  is  in  main  to  deal. 

William  Carpenter,  the  English  emigrant  and 
progenitor  of  the  Carpenter  family  alluded  to 
above  as  the  settler  who  remained,  was  born  In 
1605  in  England,  and  on  coming  to  America  in 
1638,  in  the  ship  “Bevis,”  stopped  for  a time  in 
Weymouth.  He  had  married  in  England  a woman 
whose  Christian  name  was  Abigail.  He  was  made 
a freeman  in  1640,  and  served  in  1641  and  1643 
as  representative  from  that  town.  Erom  Wey- 
mouth he  moved  to  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  of 
which  place  he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  in  1645, 
and  in  that  same  year  served  the  town  as  repre- 
sentative. He  was  town  clerk  from  1643  1649. 

His  death  occurred  in  1659,  in  Rehoboth,  and  his 
widow  Abigail  passed  away  in  1687.  Three  of 
their  seven  children  were  born  iji  England,  the 
next  three  in  W’eymouth  and  the  youngest  in 
Rehoboth.  Tl;eir  children  were : John,  William, 
Joseph,  Hannah,  Abiah,  Abigail  and  Samuel.  Of 
these,  Abiah  Carpenter,  born  in  1643,  ii"!  Wey- 
mouth, became  a resident  of  Rehoboth,  and  still 
later  of  Rhode  Island.  His  father  having  died 
when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  he,  perhaps, 
about  this  time  went  to  sea.  He  lived  at  Paw- 
tuxet,  R.  I.,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the 
Colony  in  1681.  He  married  and  had  the  following 
named  children,  all  of  whom  were  probably  born 
in  Pawtuxet;  Oliver,  born  about  1675;  Joseph; 
Hannah  ; Rebecca  ; Abiah  ; Solomon  ; Samuel ; and 
Mary. 

Of  the  above  named  children,  Oliver  Carpen- 
ter married  and  became  a resident  of  the  town  of 
North  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  owned  land  in  War- 
wick and  also  in  East  Greenwich;  and  in  these 
towns  the  name  still  continues.  Here  in  this 
region  of  country  have  lived  for  generations  the 
forefathers  of  former  Representative  Clarence 
Oliver  Carpenter  alluded  to  above.  His  grand- 
parents, Joshua  and  Mary  (Carpenter)  Carpenter, 
were  residents  of  the  town  of  North  Kingstown, 
and  his  parents,  George  Bailey  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Noyes)  Carpenter,  she  a descendant  of  the  early 
and  prominent  Noyes  family  of  New  England,  a 
family  of  distinction  in  this  section,  were  also 
residents  of  North  Kingstown,  where  Mr.  Carpen- 
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ter  was  an  active,  energetic  and  enterprising  citi- 
zen, widely  known  and  held  in  esteem  and  respect 
for  his  many  good  qualities. 

The  children  born  to  George  B.  and  i\Iary  E. 
(Noyes)  Carpenter  were:  Ella,  Georgianna,  George, 
Clinton,  Charles,  Clarence  Oliver,  William  B.,  El- 
mer E.  and  Marietta. 

Clarence  Oliver  Carpenter,  son  of  George 
B.ailey  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Noyes)  Carpenter, 
was  born  Jan.  i,  1856,  at  Pontiac,  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  R.  1.,  and  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  the  adjacent  town  of  East  Green- 
wich acquired  his  education.  Besides  attending 
the  public  school  of  Warwick  he  also  attended  a 
private  school  and  furthered  his  studies  in  the 
famous  East  Greenwich  Academy.  And  since  leav- 
ing school  he  has  followed  in  main  agricultural 
pursuits,  owning  a hue  farm  adjacent  to  the  his- 
toric Gorton  estate,  more  recently  known  as  the 
Carpenter  Brothers’  farm  and  homestead  in  the 
town  of  M’arwick,  upon  which  in  1888  he  erected 
his  present  beautiful  residence.  Mr.  Carpenter 
is  an  ideal,  up-to-date  farmer  in  his  line.  He 
grows  especially  early  vegetables  and  fruits  for 
the  markets  of  both  Providence  and  Boston,  and  as 
well  conducts  quite  a dairy,  keeping  the  far-famed 
jerseys,  and  raises  much  poultry,  which,  with  the 
quantity  of  eggs  from  his  henneries,  finds  a ready 
sale  in  season  at  the  shore  resorts. 

Aside  from  agricultural  pursuits  iMr.  Carpenter 
has  devoted  considerable  of  his  time  to  usefulness 
in  citizenship,  ii^ways  ready  to  give  his  time  and 
service  to  the  advancement  of  his  community, 
town  and  State.  In  June,  1884,  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  of  his  town,  and 
he  has  since  sustained  such  relation  through  all 
the  intervening  years,  and  since  1885  has  been 
clerk  of  the  board.  From  1885  to  1890  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  assessors,  and  from  1890 
to  1895  ^ member  of  the  town  council  of 

Warwick.  He,  too,  was  for  years  trustee  of 
the  Buttonwoods  School  District.  He  was  elected 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Warwick 
in  1899. 

One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines  of  this 
brief  sketch  to  judge  the  worth  of  such  a man  to 
his  community  as  Mr.  Carpenter.  His  long  and 
valuable  public  service  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
that  confidence,  esteem  and  respect  in  which  he  is 
held  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  neighbors.  His 
political  affiliations  have  been  with  the  Republican 
party. 

On  Dec.  30,  1875,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  .Arnold,  daughter  of  La- 
fayette Greene  and  Pauline  IBizaheth  (Holden) 
Nichols,  of  Sterling,  Conn.  Eor  years  before  her 
marriage  she  was  one  of  Rhode  Island’s  most  suc- 
cessful teachers,  and  has  long  been  intelligently 
active  in  the  school  interests  not  only  of  Warwick 
hut  of  the  State  at  large. 


HON.  GEORGE  CROSS  CARR,  deceased, 
who  for  many  years  was  closely  identified  with 
the  public  and  business  interests  of  Jamestown,  R. 
I.,  was  born  in  that  town,  Dec.  22,  1818,  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Cross)  Carr.  A record  of  the 
Carr  family  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.. 

Air.  Carr  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Jamestown,  and  at  M'ashington  Academy,  Wick- 
ford,  R.  I.  Reared  amid  agricultural  pursuits,, 
the  vocation  of  his  forefathers  for  generations,  he 
continued  in  the  same  throughout  his  lifetime,  and 
with  such  measure  of  success  as  his  fine  possessions 
for  years  would  indicate.  After  his  school  days 
were  at  an  end  he  began  farming  operations  on  his 
own  account,  associated  in  the  same  with  his  uncle, 
the  late  Thomas  Carr,  and  upon  land  which  was- 
first  acquired  by  his  ancestor,  the  first  Caleb  Carr, 
in  1638,  and  which  had  come  down  by  inheritance 
through  successive  generations  to  his  uncle- 
Thomas,  on  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1837,  coming, 
to  himself.  Thereafter,  through  the  lifetime  of 
George  C.  Carr,  this  was  his  home. 

Mr.  Carr  as  the  years  came  and  went  ever- 
kept  abreast  of  the  times.  He  possessed  that  fit- 
ness for  public  life  which  seems  to  come  to  some 
men  by  inheritance,  as  it  were.  He  was  in  his 
early  life  a Mdiig  and  later  became  and  continued 
a Republican.  As  early  as  1844,  under  the  new 
constitution,  he  was  first  elected  a member  of  the 
State  Senate,  lie  was  again  elected  to  that  body 
in  1853.  He  was  for  years  a member  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Jamestown  town  council.  He  was  ac- 
tive and  prominent  in  town  afifairs,  taking  great 
interest  in  all  measures  which  in  his  judgment 
seemed  to  him  to  tend  toward  the  development 
of  the  town  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He 
was  ever  ready  with  both  his  influence  and  means 
to  aid  in  bringing  about  good  works,  all  worthy 
enterprises  finding  in  him  a willing  supporter.  Mr.. 
Carr  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  organizing 
the  Ocean  Highland  Land  Company,  of  Conanicut 
Island,  and  for  some  years  was  its  president,  being- 
also  at  one  time  president  of  the  Newport  Steam 
Ferry  Company.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of 
the  water  and  light  service  in  Jamestown,  and  did', 
much  toward  building  up  the  town,  where  he  was- 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

In  1850  Mr.  Carr  was  married  to  Sarah  C.. 
Anthony,  daughter  of  Rev.  George  Anthony,  of 
Jamestown,  and  they  had  two  children,  John  An- 
thony and  Thomas,  the  latter  of  whom  died  young.. 
Mr.  Carr  died  Aug.  27,  1900.  his  wife  passing  away 
April  4th  of  that  year,  and  after  fifty  years  of  mar- 
ried life  they  were  not  separated  in  death,  both 
being  buried  in  the  Cedar  cemetery,  Jamestown. 

John  Anthony  Carr,  son  of  Hon.  George 
Cross  Carr,  was  born  on  the  homestead,  Sept. 
27,  1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  town.  Until  his  father’s  death  he  worked 
for  the  latter  on  the  farm,  where  he  is  still  making; 
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his  home,  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  in  sheep  raising.  Mr.  Carr  prefers  to  give 
his  whole  attention  to  his  farming  interests,  not 
caring  for  public  life.  He  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  but  does  not  let  party  ties  influence  his 
choice  of  candidates,  his  vote  being  always  cast 
for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  fitted  for  the 
■office. 

On  Dec.  12,  1900,  Mr.  Carr  was  married  to 
Caroline  Amelia  Berg,  a native  of  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  and  one  child,  Catherine  Amelia,  has 
been  born  to  this  union.  In  the  summer  of  1907 
i\lr.  Carr,  his  wife  and  their  little  daughter,  took 
a trip  to  Europe,  visiting  iMrs.  Carr’s  home  and 
many  other  points  of  interest.  In  the  old  home- 
.stead  of  the  Carrs  are  to  be  found  many  interesting 
heirlooms  and  relics  of  former  days,  and  prominent 
among  these  is  an  old  family  Bible,  which  was 
owned  by  Gov.  Caleb  Carr,  published  in  the  early 
part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  which  has  been 
handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  to  its 
present  owner. 

JOHN  QUINCY  DARLING,  owner  of  High- 
land Farm  and  one  of  the  best  known  farmers  in 
the  town  of  Burrillville,  where  he  has  been  active 
in  public  affairs,  and  as  w'ell  a representative  in  the 
General  Assembly,  is  a native  of  that  town,  and 
a representative  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
family. 

Phineas  Darling,  grandfather  of  John  Quincy, 
was  born  in  Meiulon,  Mass.,  and  lived  to  a good 
old  age,  his  death  occurring  in  1818.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Esten  burying  ground  near 
i\lt.  Pleasant,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville.  He  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Esten,  the  latter 
of  whom  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely : Otis,  who  removed  to  Charlton,  Mass., 
where  he  reared  a large  family,  many  of  his  de- 
scendants being  successful  in  manufacturing  and 
other  walks  of  life;  John,  father  of  John  Quincy; 
and  Phineas,  who  died  young. 

John  Darling  was  born  in  IMendon,  Mass., 
June  13.  1804.  and  his  death  occurred  June  5, 
1893,  when  he  was  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 
In  his  youth  or  early  manhood  he  learned  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  and  worked  at  the  bench  nearly 
all  his  life.  He  was  frugal  and  saving,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  his  good  wife  accumulated  a 
small  amount  of  money.  With  good  judgment  he 
invested  his  savings  in  farm  land,  from  which  the 
wood  was  cleared  and  sold.  \\  ith  the  proceeds 
more  land  was  purchased,  and  he  conducted  a farm 
in  addition  to  employment  at  his  trade  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a man  rather 
under  medium  weight  and  stature,  but  was  wiry 
and  full  of  energv.  He  took  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  besides  being  a member  of  the 
town  council  held  several  offices  in  the  town  of 
Burrillville,  which  he  filled  with  credit.  He  mar- 


ried in  about  1830  Susannah  Harris,  daughter  of 
George  and  Nancy  (Phillips)  Harris,  and  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  New  England  family.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (r)  John  Quincy.  (2)  Susan  Alvina, 
born  Dec.  3.  1835,  married  Daniel  Esten,  who  died 
in  Douglass.  Alass.  She  now  resides  in  Burrill- 
ville. (3)  George  H.,  born  May  5,  1840,  has  al- 
ways lived  in  Burrillville,  where  he  is  employed 
at  farming  and  teaming,  and  in  the  mills.  When 
a young  man  he  lost  his  left  arm  wdiile  at  work  in 
a factory.  In  1862  he  married  Cynthia  I.  White, 
who  died  in  1894,  leaving  a daughter,  Carrie  B., 
who  resides  with  her  father.  (4)  Esek  R.,  born 
Sept.  13.  1842,  is  a machinist  and  resides  in  Pas- 
coag,  R.  I.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a soldier 
in  the  7th  Rhode  Island  Infantry.  Pie  married 
iMelissa  Waterhouse,  and  has  four  children : John 
L.,  Etta,  Dora  and  Theodore.  (5)  William  H., 
born  Sept.  29,  1844,  w'as  a carpenter,  and  w'as 
killed  Aug.  2T.  1886.  by  a fall  while  at  work  on 
the  Universalist  Church  at  Harrisville.  He  married 
Annie  Clark,  and  their  children  were:  Minnie  E.. 
wife  of  Wallace  Putnam:  Sadie  B..  Mrs.  Fred 
Parker ; Susan  H.,  who  married  Carl  Putnam,  and 
died  in  Sutton,  iMass. ; and  Y’illiam  E..  who  died 
Dec.  7,  1895,  aged  twenty-two  years.  (6)  Amos 
E..  born  Sept.  13,  1846.  was  a well  known  car- 
])enter  and  builder  in  Burrillville,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  plant  culture,  having  exten- 
sive green  houses  equipped  with  all  modern  facili- 
ties. He  married  Rebecca  Ellen  Jencks,  and  they 
have  no  children. 

John  Quincy  Darling  was  born  April  15,  1834, 
in  Burrillville.  The  public  schools  afforded  him 
facilities  for  a good  common  school  education,  and 
this  he  has  supi)lemented  by  a great  store  of  gen- 
eral information  won  by  study,  experience  and 
contact  with  the  world.  In  i%7  his  father  ac- 
quired the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Darling,  and 
his  brothers,  Amos  F.  and  George  H.,  and  here 
Mr.  John  Q.  Darling  has  since  resided,  having 
purchased  from  his  father  the  north  portion  of  the 
old  place.  He  has  made  many  improvements, 
erected  good  buildings,  cleared  and  generally  added 
to  the  value  and  appearance  of  the  estate. 

Mr.  Darling  is,  perhaps,  as  well  known  as  any 
resident  of  Burrillville,  and  he  has  been  active  in 
its  public  afifairs.  He  has  always  been  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  has  served  in  the  town  council 
(1878-1883  and  1887-1889).  and  he  was  elected 
and  served  with  credit  in  the  Rhode  Island  As- 
semblv  in  1885.  For  several  terms  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  town  committee,  has  also  been  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  coroner.  Wherever  his  fel- 
low townsmen  have  seen  fit  to  place  him,  he  has. 
bv  his  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  office,  jmstified 
their  confidence,  and  his  administration  has  beeii 
clean  and  capable.  He  is  regarded  as  a man  of 
good  business  ability,  and  is  exact  and  honorable 
in  all  his  dealings.’  Pie  is  a man  of  courteous 
bearing,  agreeable  and  kind. 
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On  June  21,  i860,  ^Ir.  Darling  was  married 
to  Alary  Ann  Taft,  born  June  20,  1836,  in  Burrill- 
ville,  daughter  of  Dexter  and  Eliza  (Esten)  Taft. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  them. 

ELMER  E.  AlOORE,  AT  D.,  a prominent 
citizen  and  leading  physician,  who  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  East  Providence,  R.  1., 
for  over  twenty-one  years,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1861, 
at  Hartford,  Vt.,  son  of  Dr.  David  Comstock  and 
Hannah  A.  (Estabrook)  Aloore. 

Dr.  David  Comstock  Aloore  removed  to  South 
Royalton,  Vt.,  when  his  son  Elmer  E.  was  ten 
months  old,  and  there  he  practiced  medicine  and  was 
interested  in  the  drug  business.  He  also  served  dur- 
ing part  of  the  war  as  surgeon,  being  located  at 
Point  Lookout,  Aid.  In  1872  he  removed  with  his 
family  from  South  Royalton  to  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
where  he  engaged  in  a drug  business,  but  later  re- 
turned to  South  Royalton,  where  he  died  Oct.  9, 
1876.  At  this  time  the  widow  and  her  two  sons, 
James  S.  and  Elmer  E.,  removed  to  Boston.  Airs. 
Aloore  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
children. 

Dr.  Elmer  E.  Aloore  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Boston,  and  the  high  school,  and  spent 
two  years  in  the  famous  Eliot  school  at  Jamaica 
Plains.  The  succeeding  five  years  he  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  in  Vermont  and  Boston,  and  then 
attended  the  Alassachusetts  School  of  Pharmacy. 
In  1883  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in 
1885  entered  the  Aledical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wrmont  at  Burlington,  going  from 
there  to  the  Aledical  Department  of  Dartmouth 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  June,  1886, 
with  the  degree  of  AT  D.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  located  in  East  Providence  Center,  R.  I., 
and  has  since  become  one  of  the  best-known  physi- 
cians in  that  part  of  Rhode  Island  and  Bristol 
county,  Alass.  In  1898  he  visited  Europe,  and 
took  a course  of  study  in  the  medical  schools  at 
P>erlin,  Germany,  remaining  there  a year. 

Dr.  Aloore  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Aledical  Society,  the  Providence  Aledical  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Providence  Clinical  Club.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  being  a member  of 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30, 'A.  E.  & A.  AT,  of 
East  Providence;  Providence  Chapter,  No.  i,  R. 
A.  Al.;  Council  No.  r,  R.  & S.  AT;  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  No.  i,  K.  T. ; and  Palestine  Temple, 
Alystic  Shrine. 

Dr.  Moore  married  Annie  R.  i’earse,  daughter 
of  Robert  R.  Pearse,  of  East  Providence,  and  to 
this  union  there  have  been  born  Ibree  children : 
Roger  Ellsworth,  Robert  Spencer,  and  Alargerie 
Kent,  the  last  named  dying  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Jamk.s  S.  AJoork,  younger  brother  of  Dr. 
Elmer  E.,  was  born  at  South  Royalton.  Vt.,  Alarch 
3,  1871.  He  attended  school  tliere  and  in  Boston 
and  Providence,  and  in  1894  graduated  from 
Brown  L niversity.  In  1898  he  was  graduated 


from  the  Harvard  Aledical  School,  and  began  prac- 
tice in  his  brother’s  office.  In  1900  he  located  for 
practice  on  his  own  account  at  No.  16  Walnut 
street.  East  Providence.  Dr.  Aloore  is  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Aledical  Society,  Providence 
Aledical  Association  and  the  University  Club. 

On  Sept.  21,  1901,  Dr.  James  S.  Aloore  mar- 
ried Alice  Gertrude  Ide,  daughter  of  George  A. 
Ide,  of  Creston,  Iowa.  The  Doctor  is  interested 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  councilmen  of  East  Providence  for 
one  term,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board 
of  that  town. 

HARLEY  AlOWRY  (deceased),  of  Green- 
ville, town  of  Smithfield,  was  one  of  that  town's 
most  substantial  and  highly  esteemed  citizens,  and 
was  a descendant  of  the  old  Alowry  family  of 
Rhode  Island  so  fully  mentioned  elsewhere  in  these 
pages. 

Mr.  Alowry  was  born  Alay  3,  1824,  in  Smith- 
field.  He  began  early  in  his  ’teens  an  apprentice- 
ship to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter,  but  took  up 
the  trade  so  readily  that-  he  was  not  obliged  to 
remain  and  complete  his  term  of  apprenticeship. 
He  worked  as  a journeyman  carpenter  until  his 
marriage,  after  which  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  that  time  again 
taking  up  his  trade.  He  continued  to  be  actively 
at  it  until  about  1890,  when  he  again  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  his  real  estate  holdings. 
His  residence  for  about  twelve  years  was  on 
Wionkhiege  Hill,  whence  he  removed  in  1901  to 
the  Arnold  Brown  homestead,  near  Greenville,  and 
he  made  many  improvements  on  that  property,  re- 
maining thereon  until -his  death,  which  occurred 
July  24,  1905.  His  death  was  (piite  sudden,  al- 
though he  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some 
time.  He  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  his 
farm. 

Air.  Alowry  was  a Republican  in  his  political 
views.  He  never  cared  for  public  office.  On  Dec. 
8,  1852,  he  married  Lydia  W.  Brown,  a native  of 
Smithfield,  daughter  of  Arnold  and  Lydia  (Wa- 
terman.) Brown,  and  one  son  Idessed  this  union. 
Harley  Warren,  born  Eeb.  i,  1856.  He  married 
Katherine  E.  Kernham,  a native  of  Alinneapolis, 
Alinn.,  and  they  have  five  children:  Everett  Brown, 
Lydia  Esther,  Harley  \\’arren,  Jr.,  and  Harold 
James,  twins,  and  Ethan  Ernest.  Harley  Warren 
Alowry  is  a resident  of  Providence,  but  spends  a 
part  of  each  year  on  Wionkhiege  Hill. 

Brown.  The  Brown  family,  of  which  Airs. 
Harley  Alowry  is  a descendant,  is  an  old  one 
in  the  town  of  Johnston,  where  Gideon  Brown,  her 
grandfather,  was  a farmer.  There  he  held  large 
tracts  of  land,  and  spent  his  entire  life,  dying  there 
at  an  advanced  age.  He  married  Eunice  Thornton,  a 
native  of  Johnston,  whom  he  survived,  later  marry- 
ing Airs.  Erances  (Waterman)  Thomi)son.  There 
were  six  children  by  the  first  marriage:  .Arnold 
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is  mentioned  below ; Cyrus,  who  married  Sarah 
Waterman,  was  a farmer,  and  resided  on  the  home 
farm  in  Johnston ; Rhoda  married  Ephraim  Win- 
sor,  a farmer,  and  resided  in  Johnston ; Amy  mar- 
ried James  Arnold,  a farmer,  and  died  in  Johnston; 
Silas  and  Ethan  died  in  infancy.  There  was  one 
daughter  born  to  the  second  marriage,  Emily,  who 
married  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Angell,  of  Bates  Col- 
lege, and  died  at  Lewiston,  Maine. 

Arnold  Brown,  of  the  foregoing  family,  was 
born  April  20,  1789,  in  Johnston.  He  was  a man 
of  a mechanical  turn  of  mind,  but  was  reared  to 
farm  work  and  resided  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
immediately  afterward  locating  in  Smithfield,  on 
the  Elder  Joshua  Winsor  place,  then  owned  by  his 
father,  Gideon  Brown.  There  he  resided  the  rest 
of  his  life,  dying  Jan.  30,  1879,  in  his  ninetieth 
year,  and  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  his 
farm. 

Soon  after  locating  on  this  farm  IMr.  Brown 
erected  a sawmill  and  conducted  the  same,  later 
adding  a grist  and  shingle  mill.  He  was  a man 
of  great  mechanical  genius,  being  able  to  do  almost 
any  kind  of  mechanical  work.  He  discontinued  the 
mill  business  about  twenty  years  previous  to  his 
death,  being  succeeded  by  his  son  Silas  Brown. 
Arnold  Brown  added  to  the  acreage  of  his  farm, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  considered  well- 
to-do.  He  was  successful  because  he  was  ener- 
getic, and  exercised  good  business  judgment.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812  he  was  a teamster  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  government,  hauling  freight  between 
Providence  and  New  York  when  the  British 
blockaded  the  Sound,  doing  most  of  the  work  with 
oxen.  He  was  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  and  was 
greatly  esteemed  and  respected. 

Mr.  Arnold  Brown  married  Lydia  Waterman, 
a native  of  Johnston,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Esther  (Hammond)  Waterman,  and  she  died  April 
7,  1857,  in  her  sixty-second  year.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Susan  T.  married  Arnold  A.  M. 
Steere,  and  died  in  Glocester,  R.  I. ; Allen  married 
Lucinda  Reed,  and  died  in  Providence,  where  he 
had  been  a mechanic ; Daniel  W.  died  young ; 
Elizabeth  W.  married  Erastus  S.  JMowry,  and  died 
in  Johnston;  Lucy  W.  married  Elisha  W’insor  and 
died  in  Johnston;  Silas  T.  married  Martha  Ann 
Greene,  and  resided  in  Smithheld ; Rhoda  T.  is 
the  widow  of  Jeremiah  Brown,  and  resides  in 
Smithfield ; Ruth  L.  married  William  IMann,  and 
resided  in  Smithfield ; Arnold  W.  married  Lydia 
King  and  resides  in  Smithfield ; Lydia  W.  became 
Airs.  Harley  Alowry;  Henry  L.  died  in  infancy; 
Ethan  S.  married  Mercy  Ballou  and  resides  in 
Smithfield;  Prances  J.  married  (first)  William  H. 
Flint  and  (second)  Ethan  Thurber,  and  is  now 
a widow,  residing  in  Johnston. 

COGGESHALL  (Providence  family).  The 
Coggeshalls  are  among  the  ancient  and  historic 
families  of  this  Commonwealth,  their  progenitor, 


John  Coggeshall,  an  Englishman,  having  been  one 
of  the  founders  of  Newport  and  long  a prominent 
public  man  in  the  town  and  Colony,  as  was  one — 
or  more — of  his  sons  and  as  have  since  been  in  the 
Colony  and  State  many  of  his  descendants.  Since 
before  the  Revolution  the  Portsmouth-New  Bed- 
ford branch  of  the  family  here  under  consideration 
— some  of  the  descendants  of  Major  John  Cogge- 
shall, of  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  a patriot  of  the 
Revolution — have  for  generations  been  among  the 
leading  citizens  and  substantial  men  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  a later  generation  here  in  Providence. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  late  Haydon  Coggeshall 
and  his  son,  the  late  Hon.  James  Haydon  Cogge- 
shall, of  New  Bedford  and  Providence,  respec- 
tively, the  latter  long  a public  official,  serving  as 
member  of  both  branches  of  the  city  government 
and  as  United  States  marshal.  Mr.  Coggeshall's 
lineage  from  the  immigrant  settler  is  through 
Joshua,  Josiah,  Josiah  (2),  Major  John  and  Hay- 
don Coggeshall.  These  generations  somewhat  in 
detail  and  in  chronological  order  follow. 

(I)  John  Coggeshall,  of  the  County  of  Esse.x, 
England,  a silk  merchant,  with  wife  Alary  and 
children,  John,  Joshua  and  Ann,  came  to  Boston 
in  the  summer  of  1632,  in  the  ship,  “Lyon,’’  arriv- 
ing in  September.  He  was  a member  of  the  First 
Church  in  April,  1634,  and  soon  after  a deacon. 
He  was  selectman  in  the  same  year  and  deputy  in 
1634,  1635,  1636  and  1637.  He  spoke  in  defense 
of  Wheelright,  for  which  he  was  deprived  of  his 
seat  as  deputy  in  1637,  convicted  for  disturb- 
ing the  peace  and  was  disfranchised.  He  became 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Portsmouth  Compact  of 
1638,  and  in  the  year  following  he  was  one  of  the 
nine  who  signed  the  Compact  preparatory  to  occu- 
pying the  Plantation  of  Newport  ; and  in  1640  he 
had  389  acres  of  land'  at  Newport  recorded.  He 
was  one  of  those  appointed  in  the  year  last  named 
to  lay  out  lands  in  Newport.  He  was  for  a number 
of  years  assistant,  was  corporal,  also  moderator. 
He  was  chosen  president  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island  under  the  patent  from  Alay,  1647,  to  Alay, 
1648.  Air.  Coggeshall  was  born  in  1591  and  died 
in  office  in  1647.  His  wife  was  born  in  1604  and 
died  in  1684.  Their  children  were : John,  Joshua, 
Ann,  Hananiel,  Wait  and  Bediah. 

(H)  Joshua  Coggeshall,  born  in  1623.  in  Eng- 
land, came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  1632. 
He  married  (first)  Dec.  22,  1652,  Joan  Y’est.  .‘'^lie 
died  iVpril  24,  1676,  aged  forty-one  years,  and  he 
married  (second)  June  21,  1677,  Rebecca  Russell, 
a Quakeress  from  London,  England.  After  the 
death  of  the  father  of  Air.  Coggeshall  the  latter 
removed  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  where  he  purchased 
in  1654  a fai*m  on  the  west  side  of  the  island  and 
there  resided  until  his  death.  A greater  portion  of 
the  farm,  included  in  the  original  purchase,  is  still, 
or  was  some  years  ago,  held  by  his  descendants. 
Air.  Coggeshall  embraced  Quakerism  in  1660,  and 
being  in  Plymouth  Colony  on  a visit  he  was  seized 
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as  a Ouaker,  liad  his  horse  taken  from  him,  and 
was  lUil  in  jail.  He  was  deputy  in  1664,  ]660, 
1667,  1668,  1670.  1671  and  1672,  and  as  many  times 
assistant.  His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  wife, 
were:  Mary,  Jo.shna,  John,  Josiah,  Daniel,  Hu- 
mility, Caleb  and  Isaac. 

(HI)  losiah  Coggeshall  was  born  in  Novem- 
ber. 1662. 

(I\')  Josiah  Coggeshall  (2)  had  children  John, 
James.  Mary  and  Catherine. 

(\')  iMaj.  John  Coggeshall,  born  Oct.  5,  1757, 
married  Abigail  Haydon.  Some  years  before  the 
Revolution,  about  1770,  .Mr.  Coggeshall  removed 
to  New  Bedford,  .Mass.  He  was  a member  of  the 
•’train  band”  in  1773,  and  later  on,  after  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  he  served  for 
three  months  in  1775  as  a corporal  in  Captain 
Kempton's  company,  Colonel  Danielson’s  regiment, 
from  Dartmouth,  having  enlisted  in  iMay  of  that 
year.  He  also  served  in  1778  and  1780,  and  it  is 
said  that  he  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  at 
Dorchester  Heights,  and  was  in  the  first  regiment 
to  march  into  Boston  after  the  evacuation  of  the 
British.  [Major  Coggeshall  died  July  19.  1830.  aged 
seventv-two  years,  and  was  buried  on  the  Cogges- 
hall farm  in  New  Bedford.  [Mass.  Later  his  re- 
mains were  removed  to  the  ( fakwood  cemetery. 

(\'I)  Haydon  Coggeshall,  son  of  [Major  John 
and  his  wife  .Mjigail  Haydon.  married  Joanna 
Brown,  daughter  of  Samuel  Brown,  of  Providence. 
Haydon  Coggeshall  was  an  extensive  farmer  in 
New  Bedford.  .Mass.,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most 
active  and  ])rogressive  men  of  his  time,  very  in- 
fiuential  in  town  affairs.  In  the  Congregational 
Church  he  also  took  a leading  part,  and  was  one 
of  the  deacons.  He  died  March  20.  1861.  the  father 
of  five  sons  and  six  daughters. 

(\'H)  T.\.MES  H.WDOX  CoGf.ESlI.M.t..  SOU  of 
Haydon  and  Joanna  (Brown)  Coggeshall.  bcu-n 
Jan.  2().  1820.  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  married 
(first)  Jan.  2.  1844,  Frances  Brush  Low,  born  June 
4.  1821.  dangbter  of  diaries  and  [Mahala  (Wight) 
Low.  She  died  Jan.  20,  i860,  the  mother  of  four 
children,  of  whom  one  daughter.  [Miss  Jessie  Low 
Coggeshall.  survives.  Pie  married  (second)  July 
3.  1861,  Hannah  .-\ngell. 

.Mr.  Coggeshall  pre])ared  for  college  in  New 
Bedford  under  the  instruction  of  John  W.  Page. 
He  then  entered  Brown  Ihiiversity,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1840.  While 
in  Brown  he  was  a member  of  tbe  Phi  Beta  Kajiiia 
fraternity.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he 
taught  in  the  Friends’  .\cademy  at  New  Bedford. 
He  came  to  Providence  a few  years  later,  engag- 
ing in  business  in  winch  he  continued  until  the 
sj)ring  of  1863,  when  he  received  a])pointment  as 
member  of  the  board  of  enrollment  for  the  P'irst 
Congressional  District  of  Rhode  Island.  He  be- 
came a member  of  the  common  council  of  Provi- 
dence in  i860,  serving  until  1866.  when  he  became 
a member  of  tbe  board  of  aldermen,  on  wbicb  he 


served  until  1872.  In  1871  he  was  appointed 
P'nited  States  marshal,  in  which  office  he  served 
sixteen  years,  until  1887.  Lie  died  May  28,  1890. 

[Mr.  Coggeshall  was  a good  citizen,  a kind  and 
loyal  friend,  a pleasant  companion  and  a man  of 
literary  tastes.  He  delighted  in  the  exercise  of 
hosi)itality,  and  ministered  to  the  happiness  of  his 
home  with  unfailing  love  and  generosity.  In  all 
periods  of  his  life  he  enjoyed  the  friendship  of 
many  men  of  worth  and  discrimination.  Of  those 
who  survive  him  they  lament  him  most  who  knew 
him  best.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

[Mrs.  Hannah  (.Vngell)  Coggeshall,  widow  of 
James  Haydon  Coggeshall.  is  a daughter  of  the 
late  .Vndrew  and  .Amey  (.Aldrich)  .Angell,  and 
a sister  of  James  Burrill  .Angell,  the  distinguished 
educator,  president  of  the  University  of  [Michigan. 

The  .Angell  family  is  directly  descended  from 
Thomas  .Angell,  who  came  to  New  England  with 
Roger  Williams  in  1631,  in  the  ship  "Lyon,”  set- 
tling later  at  Providence.  P'rom  this  emigrant  an- 
cestor Mrs.  Coggeshall’s  line  is  through  John. 
Thomas  (2),  Jeremiah,  .Andrew,  Charles  and  .An- 
drew .A. 

.Axdkew  .a.  .Axgell  was  born  Dec.  7,  1802. 
He  became  the  fifth  owner  of  the  celebrated  .An- 
gell tavern  of  South  Scituate,  R.  1.  Not  far  from 
the  commencement  of  his  career  as  landlord  there 
had  been  great  changes  in  the  Imsiness  of  country 
taverns.  Steamboats  and  railroads  had  nearly  en- 
grossed the  transportation  of  freight  and  passen- 
gers, while  the  great  temperance  reform,  which 
commenced  about  1830,  was  fast  rendering  tavern- 
keeping  and  tavern-keepers  unpopular,  as  well  as 
making  the  business  very  unprofitable.  Under 
these  circumstances  Air.  Angell  soon  gave  up  the 
tavern  and  directed  his  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  large  farm.  This  farm  he  gave  to  his 
wife,  who  disposed  of  it  soon  after  his  deatli.  Air. 
.Angell  died  Oct.  15,  1865,  and  was  buried  in  Swan 
Point  cemetery,  PTovidence. 

.ALIfN.ANDER  BOOTH  is  a name  wbich  will 
be  recognized  at  once  by  the  citizens  of  Newport 
county  as  belonging  to  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men  of  that  section,  a con- 
tracting mason,  the  fruits  of  whose  splendid  in- 
dustry and  skill  are  embodied  in  noble  public  and 
jirivate  buildings  throughout  the  city  and  vicinity. 
Air.  Booth  is  a self-made  man  in  the  highest  and 
best  sense  of  that  term,  having  risen  from  a humble 
"laddie”  in  his  native  .Scotland  to  a man  of  affairs 
in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  in  tbe  New 
World,  as  a result  of  thrift  and  perseverance. 

.Alexander  Booth.  .Sr.,  his  father,  is  still  living 
in  his  native  land,  hale  and  hearty  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-five,  a teamster  l)y  occupation.  PTis 
wife,  who  was  Alary  Cathead,  is  also  in  full 
possession  of  her  faculties.  P'ive  of  the  children  of 
this  worthy  couple  also  continue  to  reside  in  the  land 
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of  tlieir  birth.  Of  the  children  horn  to  Alexander 
and  Mary  (Cathead)  Booth,  David  is  a stonemason 
hy  trade,  and  resides  in  Newport;  Alexander  is  the 
second;  William  (a  teamster),  James  (a  miller), 
Robert  and  John  (stationary  engineers)  and  Theo- 
dore (a  blacksmith  and  teamster)  all  live  in  Scot- 
land; Harry  and  Jessie,  the  youngest  members  of 
the  family,  died  in  youth. 

The  life  story  of  Alexander  Booth  is  that  of  the 
journey  from  penury  to  affluence  along  the  route 
of  industry,  impelled  by  typical  Scotch  will  power. 
Without  reading  between  the  lines,  of  the  hopes 
and  fears,  and  the  disappointments  and  triumphs 
in  such  a life,  one  loses  much  of  the  charm  attend- 
ing the  story.  Briefly  told,  it  runs  thus : Born 
April  28,  1855,  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  he  was 
denied  the  benefits  of  any  but  a very  meager  edu- 
cation, for  at  the  age  of  six  years  and  three 
months  he  left  home  and  became  chore  boy  for  a 
neighboring  farmer.  Two  years  later  he  changed 
his  occupation  to  that  of  brickmaking,  at  wdiich 
grinding  toil  he  passed  the  ensuing  five  years. 
He  now,  at  the  tender  age  of  thirteen,  began  his 
five  years’  apprenticeship  to  stonecutting,  finishing 
the  full  term  with  credit  and  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  trade.  A full-fledged  journeyman  at 
eighteen — the  world  lay  before  him.  Experience 
came  first,  but  close  attention  to  the  details  of  the 
business  brought  brain  development,  and  the  result 
of  it  all  was  that  he  became  a strong-minded  and 
skillful  mechanic.  Air.  Booth  served  as  a journey- 
man in  Scotland  until  his  thirty-third  year,  when, 
in  1888,  he  found  himself  a passenger  for  America, 
embarking  on  the  good  ship  “Arizona,”  bound  for 
the  New  World. 

Landing  at  New  York,  he  at  once  came  to  New- 
port, where  he  secured  employment  at  his  trade 
with  the  contracting  firm  of  Neill  & Neill,  of  Bos- 
ton, then  engaged  on  a large  contract  in  Newport. 
After  a short  period  with  this  firm  Air.  Booth 
went  to  Boston,  where  for  two  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Johnson  Bros,,  of  Brookline,  Mass. 
Following  his  return  to  Newport  he  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a trusted  journeyman  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  two  contracting  firms  of  Kirwin  Bros, 
and  Dennis  Driscoll,  in  turn,  until  the  year  1892, 
which  year  signalizes  his  entrance  into  business 
for  himself,  as  a partner  with  John  Radford,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Radford  & Booth.  This  part- 
nership continued  until  1898,  in  which  year  it  was 
dissolved,  and  since  which  time  Air.  Booth  has 
conducted  an  extensive  business  himself. 

During  his  contracting  career  in  Newport  Air. 
Booth  has  handled  some  of  the  largest  contracts 
which  have  been  filled  in  the  city,  both  public  and 
private.  Notable  among  his  buildings  are  the  new 
city  hall,  a gem  of  solid  architecture,  and  the 
handsome  summer  residences  of  Alessrs.  E.  J. 
Berwind  and  W.  Storrs  \ATlls,  on  Bellevue  avenue. 
To  these  might  be  added  the  pleasant  and  cozy 
home  he  built  on  Spring  street  for  himself.  His 


yearly  business  runs  into  very  large  figures,  as  he 
contracts  in  the  various  fields  of  construction,  such 
as  the  building  of  sewers,  excavating,  stone-ma- 
sonry, brick-work,  tile-setting  and  plastering — in 
fact  no  job  is  too  large  for  him  to  bid  on. 

In  the  year  1879  Air.  Booth  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  to  Aliss  Jane  Auld. 
She  was  a helpmate  to  him  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word,  and  her  death,  which  occurred  in  No- 
vember, 1898,  was  a blow  from  which  he  has  never 
fully  recovered.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  as  follows : Alartha,  now  residing  in 
Newport,  is  the  wdfe  of  Walter  J.  Langley,  and 
the  mother  of  three  children,  Frederick  B.,  Jenny 
and  Bradford  AI.  Langley;  Alexander,  Jr.,  a brick- 
layer in  his  father’s  employ,  was  married  Oct.  2, 
1907,  to  Aliss  Williamina  S.  Anderson,  of  New- 
port ; David,  a bricklayer  by  trade,  is  employed 
by  his  father;  John  and  Gertrude  are  at  home. 

Air.  Booth  takes  an  active  part  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  his  adopted  city.  He  attends  the 
h'irst  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  he  gives  a 
liberal  support.  In  political  views  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  but  gives  little  attention  to  political 
matters,  not  caring  for  public  office.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Builders’  and  Alerchants’  Exchange,  and 
is  a director  of  the  Newport  Realty  Company. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  County  Club,  and 
of  St.  Andrew's  Society,  of  Newport. 

In  looking  for  the  elements  of  success  in  the 
career  under  inspection,  trustworthiness  and  in- 
dustry stand  out  clearly.  Whatever  Air.  Booth 
does,  he  does  well,  and  with  his  might.  His  word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond.  The  world  takes  readily 
to  a man  of  that  stripe  and  needs  not  to  be  told  of 
his  worth.  In  the  many  and  varied  activities  of 
his  busy  life  he  takes  a keen  interest,  and  lives  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  esteem  of  a large  circle  of 
friends. 

WALCH.  Here  in  Rhode  Island  the  first  of 
the  branch  of  whom  this  article  treats  was  the  late 
James  Walch,  for  some  years  a well-known  and  re- 
spected resident  of  the  town  of  Johnston.  His  fa- 
ther, also  named  James,  was  of  Alanchester,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  a color  mixer  in  the  paint 
works  of  that  city.  He  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  a 
worthy  and  respected  citizen.  He  married  Alar\ 
Schofield,  and  of  their  children  were : Robert,  Jo- 
seph and  James. 

James  YTlch,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Alanchester 
Alarch  19,  1819,  and  in  his  youth  received  a fair 
education  in  his  native  city.  He  followed  the  call- 
ing of  his  father,  and  even  in  youth  was  an  expert 
color  mixer.  On  July  6,  1841,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Duxbury,  born  Alay  16,  1821.  who  died 

Alarch  6,  1899.  His  death  occurred  Alay  5,  1871, 
and  both  are  buried  in  Pocasset  cemetery.  Provi- 
dence. Soon  after  their  marriage  they  came  to 
America,  and  for  one  year  located  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  coming  thence  to  Rhode  Island,  where  for  four 
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years  they  lived  at  Pawtucket.  From  there  they 
went  to  Providence,  where  IVIr.  Walch  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Cranston  Print  Works  for  six  years. 
He  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Johnston,  where 
he  remained  the  rest  of  his  days.  Here  he  was 
associated  with  others  in  manufacturing  pursuits 
and  did  much  toward  the  material  advancement  of 
the  community.  He  was  chiefly  noted  for  his  in- 
dustry and  energy,  kindliness  of  disposition,  in- 
tegrity in  business  and  private  life  and  his  expert 
and  profound  knowledge  of  his  craft.  His  widow, 
who  survived  some  years,  was  a well-known  and 
esteemed  woman,  of  whom  many  friends  retain  an 
endearing  memory.  Air.  and  Airs.  James  Walch 
had  children  as  follows : Alary  C.,  l)orn  in  Alan- 
chester,  England,  Alay  25.  1842,  is  the  widow  of 
William  Barber,  and  resides  in  Providence;  John 
is  mentioned  farther  on;  Thomas,  horn  Oct.  17, 
1847,  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  publication; 
Elizabeth  Ellen,  born  Eeb.  ii,  1849,  niarried  Sam- 
uel Donnell,  of  Preshury,  Alass. ; James  Henry, 
born  Alarch  5,  1851,  is  a resident  of  Providence; 
George  Robert,  born  Oct.  22,  1853.  died  Aug.  20, 
1858;  Eredcrick  Joseph,  l)orn  May  15,  1856,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Johnston ; Charles  Lewis,  horn 
Dec.  4,  T858,  resides  in  Providence;  William  Ir- 
vin, born  Jan.  14,  i86t,  is  a resident  of  Providence; 
Minnie  Cora,  born  Aug.  tt,  t866,  is  the  wife  of 
Olney  H.  Williams,  a prominent  citizen  of  John- 
ston. 

Hox.  John  AA'alcii,  the  eldest  son  of  James, 
was  born  in  Alanchester,  England,  June  it,  1843, 
and  with  his  ])arcnts  and  sister  came  to  America 
when  very  young.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
and  obtained  a fair  education,  to  which  a keen  ]ier- 
ception  adfled  much,  and  he  was  regarded  as  ]ios- 
sessed  of  a great  fund  of  information,  a student  of 
human  nature,  and  endowed  with  shrewd  business 
foresight.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  became 
employed  in  the  Hughesdale  mills,  and  continued 
there  for  five  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  cot- 
ton bleaching  for  some  fifteen  years.  Eor  seven 
years  he  had  charge  of  the  waste  house  operated 
by  P>.  E.  Almy,  after  which  he  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  the  retail  ice  business,  being  associated 
with  his  brothers.  He  later  retired  from  this  enter- 
prise, which  is  now  conducted  by  his  brother 
Thomas  and  son  Clinton.  Air.  Walch  afterward 
directed  his  entire  attention  to  his  personal  affairs 
and  to  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  trusts  and  respon- 
sibilities reposed  in  him  by  the  citizens  of  John- 
ston. who  honored  him  with  much  political  favor. 

Air.  Walch  was  elected  highway  commissioner 
in  1880  and  to  his  management  and  industry  may 
be  credited  the  improved  conditions  of  roads  and 
highways  in  Johnston.  Eor  more  than  fifteen  years 
he  was  also  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  in  that  ca- 
])acity  rendered  valuable  service.  Eor  two  years 
lie  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Assembly  and 
in  1903,  and  again  in  1906,  was  elected  to  the  .State 


Senate.  Senator  M’alch  served  on  many  import- 
ant committees,  and  did  much  toward  shaping  the 
progress  of  his  State  during  the  period  of  his  ac- 
tive participation  in  political  affairs.  Personallv  he 
was  genial  and  affable,  and  had  hosts  of  friends, 
llis  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  14,  1907,  was 
widely  mourned. 

fi)n  Nov.  19,  1875,  Air.  Walch  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Annie  Harris^  who  is  de- 
scended from  old  and  distinguished  Rhode  Island 
families,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Harris,  son  of 
Christopher,  was  born  in  Johnston  Jan.  2,  1819, 
and  was  one  of  a family  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  George,  who  married  Lucy  Brown ; Amey, 
who  married  Caleb  Harris,  and  Phoebe,  who  mar- 
ried Welcome  Eenner,  all  identified  with  Johnston 
history.  Benjamin  Harris  spent  his  whole  life  in 
Johnston,  where  he  followed  various  honorable 
callings,  being  for  many  years  a highway  surveyor. 
Pie  married  Alaria  Harris,  daughter  of  William 
and  .Sarah  ( Brown)  Harris  (the  latter  a daughter 
of  Nathan  Brown),  whose  children  were:  Caleb, 
who  married  Amey  Harris;  Alaria,  Airs.  Benjamin 
Harris;  Phebe,  who  married  Thomas  Pike;  Abbey, 
who  married  Ellis  Rude ; Alelissa,  who  married 
Earned  Colwell ; A'illiam,  who  married  Sophia  Wil- 
liams ; and  Nathan,  who  married  Harriet  Waterman. 
William  Harris,  the  father  of  the  foregoing  chil- 
dren, was  a machinist  and  resided  in  Johnston  all  of 
his  life.  After  some  years  of  poor  health  he  died 
in  1841,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  His  wife 
survived  him  and  lived  in  Johnston  until  her  death. 
April  13,  1883.  Their  daughter  Alaria,  mother  of 
Airs.  Walch,  was  born  Eeb.  19,  1826,  was  married 
in  1844,  and  became  the  mother  of  five  children: 
Albert,  deceased;  Annie.  Airs.  Walch;  Charles,  de- 
cea.sed ; William,  a resident  of  Johnston ; and  Rod- 
erick, deceased. 

COLONEL  KNIGHT  was  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  July  7,  1907.  a venerable  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Stillwater  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field.  He  was  a descendant  of  Richard  Knight,  an 
early  settler  at  Newport  and  later  at  East  Green- 
wich. [Eurther  reference  to  Richard  Knight  and 
his  descendants  will  be  found  on  other  pages  of 
this  publication.] 

Colonel  Knight,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  R.  1., 
and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  Washington  village,  in  the  town  of  Cov- 
entry, until  obliged  by  poor  health  to  give  up  the 
work,  whereupon  he  removed  to  Greenville. 
There  he  resided  until  his  death,  Alay  13,  1879,  in 
the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  after  many  years 
of  invalidism.  He  was  buried  in  a private  yard  in 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Walter  B. 
Knight,  in  Glocester. 

Colonel  Knight,  on  Aug.  2,  1818,  married  Betsey 
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Wilcox,  of  Coventry,  whom  he  survived,  she  dying 
April  3,  1862,  in  her  sixty-third  year,  and  her  re- 
mains lie  in  the  cemetery  above  mentioned.  Their 
children  were : ( i ) Louisa  A.,  born  April  23, 

1819,  died  unmarried  Jan.  14,  1888.  (2)  Reuben 

married  Sarah  M.  Knowlton,  and  died  in  Gloces- 
ter.  A record  of  his  family  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Walter  B.  Knight,  elsewhere.  (3)  Dor- 
cas A.  married  Peleg  Brown,  and  resided  at  West 
Greenwich,  but  after  his  death  removed  to  Smith- 
field,  and  there  died  April  29,  1896,  aged  seventy- 
two,  leaving  no  children.  (4)  Nancy  is  the  widow 
of  George  Young,  and  resides  in  Smithfield.  She  was 
the  mother  of  two  children — Juni,  who  was  twice 
married  and  is  now  deceased,  the  father  of  George 
and  Bessie;  and  Melissa,  who  died  unmarried.  (5) 
Colonel.  (6)  Angenette  married  John  Cartwright, 
and  died  at  Greenville  April  3,  1886,  aged  forty- 
six  years.  She  had  two  children — Alonzo,  now  de- 
ceased, the  father  of  one  daughter,  Angenette ; 
and  Stephen,  who  resides  at  Wuckford,  R.  L,  the 
father  of  three  children. 

Colonel  Knight  was  born  Oct.  24,  1831,  in  Cov- 
entry, and  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  his 
father  removed  to  Greenville.  He  was  brought  up 
to  farm  work,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in  a 
house  he  had  erected  near  Greenville,  and  engaged 
in  the  charcoal  business,  later  purchasing  farm 
land  which  he  operated  in  addition  to  the  charcoal 
business,  continuing  thus  until  about  1898,  when 
because  of  poor  health  he  gave  up  active  business. 
Mr.  Knight  resided  on  the  farm  near  Greenville 
until  February,  1905,  when  he  removed  to  Still- 
water, he  and  Mrs.  Knight  residing  at  the  home  of 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Albert  O.  Smith. 

Mr.  Knight  was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  town.  He  was  a hard-working  man  from 
early  life,  and  by  industry,  thrift  and  economy  ac- 
cumulated a competence,  being  self-made  in  the 
truest  sense  of  that  much-abused  term. 

Colonel  Knight  was  married,  in  Danielson, 
Conn.,  to  Ellen  Daniels,  of  Newport,  R.  I..  daugh- 
ter of  James  Daniels.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Stephen  D.,  born  in  1854,  died  in  1857. 
Ellen  Esther  was  first  married  to  Thomas  F.  Har- 
ris, a man  of  superior  character,  engaged  in  the 
harness  business  at  Greenville,  wbo  died  Sept.  7, 
1900,  aged  forty-three  years ; on  Feb.  to,  1904,  Mrs. 
Harris  married  (second)  Albert  O.  Smith,  born  in 
June,  1867,  at  Smithfield,  in  what  is  now  North 
Smithfield,  son  of  Jenckes  and  Leonora  (Harris) 
Smith.  Mr.  Smith  was  for  many  years  manager  of 
the  grain  and  grist-mill  business  of  Hon.  A.  B. 
Capron,  at  Stillwater,  and  was  one  of  the  foremost 
and  capable  citizens  of  the  town,  being  quite  active 
and  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  Smithfield. 
A stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  served 
for  ten  years  as  a member  of  the  town  school  com- 
mittee ; was  president  of  the  town  council  from 
1903,  and  a member  of  the  Republican  State  Cen- 


tral Committee,  tie  died  July  6.  1907.  He  was  a 
l)ast  master  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  18.  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  at  Greenville,  and  a member  of  Scituate  Chap- 
ter, Royal  Arch  IMasons. 

GEORGE  H.  POPPLE,  a representative  citi- 
zen of  Newport  and  one  of  her  solid  business  men, 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  shoe  merchants 
of  the  city,  was  born  in  Newport  Sept.  t6,  1844,  the 
son  of  George  and  Eliza  (Burt)  Popple. 

The  father  was  a native  of  IMiddletown,  R.  I., 
born  y\pril  6,  1805,  and  died  in  Newport,  April  30, 
1877.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a landscape  gar- 
dener, for  which  work  he  early  developed  natural 
talent,  and  he  carried  on  the  business  extensively 
during  his  life-time,  at  different  periods  hiring  as 
many  as  ninety  men.  Many  of  the  beautiful  gar- 
dens and  lawns  in  and  about  Newport  are  tbe  work 
of  his  artistic  hand.  He  was  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  E])iscopal 
Church,  serving  as  a member  of  the  official  board 
and  being  a most  active  and  zealous  worker  in  the 
church.  He  married  in  1825  IMiss  Eliza,  daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Charlotte  (Crandall)  Burt,  of 
Newport.  Mrs.  Popple  died  Aug.  2.  1876,  in  New- 
port, leaving  the  following  children  : ( i ) IMary  A. 

B.,  born  Dec.  10,  1827,  died  unmarried  in  1902. 
(2)  William  Henry  died  aged  three  years.  (3) 
Eliza  died  in  infancy,  of  scarlet  fever.  (4)  John 
IMilton  resides  in  Newport,  now  retired  from  active 
business.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  also 
engaged  at  different  times  in  the  shoe  business ; as  a 
partner  of  Nathan  Barker  in  the  building  business: 
and  later  as  proprietor  of  a variety  store.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Harriet  Edgar  and  (second)  Harriet 
Tilley,  and  by  the  first  union  had  two  sons : Henry 
A.,  who  married  Elizabeth  A.  Colby,  and  died  with- 
out issue  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years : and  George 
Willard,  who  resides  in  Newport,  unmarried.  (3) 
Eliza,  born  Aug.  20,  1836,  married  George  H. 
Palmer  of  Newport,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Palmer  died  June  13, 
1898,  leaving  an  only  son,  Augustus  Burt  Palmer, 
who  was  for  several  years  superintendent  of  the 
waterworks  at  Franklin,  ]\Iass.,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  in  Keene,  N.  H. 
He  married  Ann  Louise  Judd,  of  Holyoke.  Mass., 
and  they  have  two  children.  (6)  Abby,  born  Dec. 
T4,  1838.  married  Joseph  F.  Peckham,  a painter, 
who  died  Feb.  22,  1899,  in  Newport.  (7)  Char- 
lotte Brightman,  born  Nov.  17.  1841.  lives  in  New- 
port. unmarried.  (8)  George  H.  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family. 

Passing  farther  back  in  the  history  of  the  fam- 
ily, George  Popple,  grandfather  of  George  H.,  was 
a native  of  Narragansett,  and  his  death  occurred 
in  Newport.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and 
gardener.  He  married  Barbara  Peckham.  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Peckham,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children:  George,  our  subject’s  fa- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


ther ; William,  a mason  by  trade,  who  married  Sa- 
rah Peckham ; Hiram,  who  died  in  youth;  and  Pen- 
jamin.  a cooper  h}-  trade,  who  married  Sylvia  Ann 
j )nval. 

( )t  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  Mr. 
George  H.  Popple,  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  a 
commendatory  tone  concerning  his  standing  and 
character  in  the  commnnity  wdiere  he  has  so  long 
resided.  From  early  childhood  he  has  been  a fa- 
miliar figure  on  the  streets  of  his  native  city  and 
throughout  his  mature  years  in  business  circles. 
Fie  is  to  the  manner  horn,  and  has  hosts  of  friends 
in  all  walks  of  life. 

i\Ir.  Popple  was  horn  as  stated,  and  until 
eighteen  years  of  age  busied  himself  in  the  devel- 
opment of  a sturdy  physique  and  solid  mental 
e<[nipment,  the  latter  acquired  in  the  excellent  pub- 
lic schools  of  Newport.  On  the  very  last  day  of 
his  attendance  he  went  to  school  in  the  morning, 
and  in  the  afternoon,'  in  comj^any  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  George  H.  Palmer,  bought  out  the  shoe 
stock  of  Charles  W'eeden.  Thus  began  his  active 
business  career,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Palmer 

Popple.  They  conducted  the  business  for  two 
years  on  Thames  street,  where  the  Aquidneck  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Newport  now  stands,  and  then  Mr. 
Popple  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  ])artner,  after 
which  for  a time  he  worked  as  bookkeeper  for  his 
father.  In  .\pril,  1865,  Mr.  Popple  began  a clerk- 
ship with  Deacon  Benjamin  Marsh,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his 
employer,  he  acce])ted  an  interest  in  the  firm.  This 
arrangement  continued  uninterrupted  until  1872, 
when  Air.  Popple  bought  out  the  interest  of  his 
partner  and  took  in  his  brother  John  Al.  As  J.  Al. 
& G.  FI.  Popple  the  business  was  conducted  wdth 
success  until  1883.  when  again  our  subject  became 
the  sole  owner  by  purchase.  He  has  since  con- 
tinued in  the  business  alone,  and  in  1895  started  a 
branch  store  at  No.  78  Broadway,  success  attend- 
ing his  efiforts  at  every  turn. 

Air.  Popple  began  his  married  life  in  November, 
1866.  Airs.  Popple  was  Aliss  Martha  F.  Bacheller, 
daughter  of  John,  of  New])ort,  who  was  a rope- 
maker.  Their  children  are:  (1)  George  G.,  wdio 
married  Amelia  Content,  daughter  of  George  Haz- 
ard, of  Newport,  is  a clerk  in  his  father's  store. 
(2)  Arthur  H..  wdio  married  Annie,  daughter  of 
Edward  Watkins,  of  Newport,  is  teller  of  the  New- 
])ort  Trust  Company.  (3)  Alary  Ella  married 
Lewis  L.  Simmons,  Jr.,  a brass  founder,  of  New'- 
port.  and  they  have  had  one  son,  Lewis  L.,  wdio 
died  in  infancy.  (4)  Chester  died  in  infancy. 

Air.  Popple’s  genial  disposition  wins  him  many 
friends  in  the  social  organizations  of  the  city.  He 
is  a member  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Ar- 
canum, of  w hich  he  is  a ])ast  regent ; of  Ocean 
Lodge.  No.  7.  A.  O.  FT.  W.,  a lodge  which  he  in- 
stituted in  1878.  became  past  master  w'orkman, 
and  was  sent  a few'  days  later  to  Boston  as  a dele- 
gate to  the  Grand  Lodge ; in  the  Order  of  the  Gol- 


den Cross,  Aliantonomi  Council,  he  has  served  sev- 
eral years  as  treasurer ; he  assisted  in  instituting 
Alalbone  Lodge,  No.  93,  N.  E.  O.  P.,  and  w'as  its 
first  past  master  warclen,  and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  political  faith  Air.  IMpple  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  has  never  carecl  to  stand  for  office, 
though  frequently  importuned  by  his  friends.  He 
attends  and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  the  Eirst 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
leading  member. 

M'lLLIAAI  E.  CASWELL,  who  is  at  present 
representing  Jamestown  in  the  State  Senate,  and 
is  also  town  clerk  of  that  town,  has  been  i)romi- 
nent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  locality  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  he  has  resided  there.  He 
has  filled  various  offices  with  unvarying  ability  and 
satisfaction,  and  has  been  a member  of  tbe  State 
Legislature  since  1902. 

Air.  Casw'ell  was  born  Oct.  25,  1865,  in  New’ 
AMrk  City,  but  he  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  prominent  New  England  families 
known  in  Rhode  Island  since  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  Caswell  name  in  this 
State  has  been  an  honored  one,  Providence  having 
been  tbe  home  and  field  of  labor  for  many  years 
of  the  late  Alexis  Caswell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  educator, 
long  a i)rofessor  and  for  a period  president  of 
Brow'n  Cniversity,  from  which  institution  a num- 
ber of  the  name  have  since  been  graduated.  Dr. 
Casw’ell  W’as  a native  of  Taunton,  a neighboring 
town  of  Alassachusetts,  and  of  which  town  one 
Thomas  Caswell  was  an  inhabitant  about  1643. 
The  latter  became  an  original  purchaser  of  Taun- 
ton North  Purchase  in  the  summer  of  1668,  a tract 
of  land  which  became  the  town  of  Easton  with  parts 
of  Alansfield  and  Norton.  The  original  proprietors 
and  householders  of  Taunton  came  mostly  from 
.Somersetshire,  England.  Of  the  eleven  children 
of  Thomas  Caswell  six  were  sons,  namely : 
.Stephen,  Thomas,  Peter,  John,  A^'illiam  and 
Samuel. 

Here  in  Rhode  Island  the  Caswell  family  has 
been  a continuous  one  since,  if  not  before,  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighteenth  century.  One  Job  Cas- 
well. of  Newport,  of  unconnected  antecedents,  was 
admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony  in  Alay,  1727. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Lydia,  and 
their  children  were  (as  shown  by  the  records  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  at  Newport, 
where  all  were  baptized  at  the  dates  given)  : Alary, 
April  20,  1729;  Philip.  Eeb.  28,  1730;  Job,  Jan.  21. 
1732-33;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  28,  1736;  Elizabeth  (2). 
June  4.  1738;  Job  (2),  Aug.  5,  1739;  Job  (3),  Oct. 
26,  1740;  John.  Alarch  7,  1742;  Job  (4).  Oct.  16. 
1743;  and  Abigail,  Dec.  9.  1744.  The  death  of  a 
Job  Caswell  ap])ears  in  one  of  the  local  ]:)apers  of 
Nov.  7,  1774.  wdiich  perhaps  was  that  of  the  father 
of  this  family.  The  mother  died  in  December, 
1760.  aged  fifty-five  years.  Job  Casw’ell,  of  New- 
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port,  was  for  years  an  officer  in  one  of  the  military 
companies  of  his  town.  He  was  ensign  of  the  3d 
Newport  Company  in  1735  and  1736,  if  not  longer, 
and  captain  in  1739,  1741  and  1743,  and  possibly 
in  other  years,  declining  further  service  in  1743. 

Jared  Caswell,  of  North  Kingstown,  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  of  the  Colony  in  iMay,  1746,  and 
William  Caswell  of  that  same  town  in  Hay,  1756. 
I’hilip  Caswell,  perhaps  of  this  same  family,  maiv 
ried  July  4,  1786,  Alary  Chapin,  and  at  least  for 
a time  lived  in  South  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

Philip  Caswell  (2),  son  of  Philip  and  Alary 
(Chapin)  Caswell,  was  born  Jan.  10,  1803,  in  the 
town  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  1.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  place,  and  in  1827  came  to 
Jamestown,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  followed  farming,  but  he  was  best  known 
as  captain  of  the  sail  ferry  of  which  he  was  also 
owner,  and  which  plied  between  Jamestown  and 
Newport,  being  occupied  as  such  for  a period  of 
some  forty  years.  In  that  connection  he  became 
very  well  known  to  the  people  of  Jamestown,  and 
he  was  likewise  active  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
place,  his  fellow-citizens  recognizing  his  fitness  for 
responsibility  and  counting  upon  him  as  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  the  community.  For  over 
half  a century  Captain  Caswell  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  serving  as  deacon  of  the  Jamestown  church 
of  that  denomination.  He  attained  the  great  age 
of  ninety  years,  ten  months,  sixteen  days,  dying 
Nov.  26,  1893,  in  Jamestown. 

Captain  Caswell  was  survived  by  his  wife  aiul 
five  children.  He  married  Elizabeth  Rose,  who 
was  born  April  15,  1809,  Jamestown, 

Feb.  18,  1898,  the  mother  of  the  following- 

family  : Philip,  now  deceased,  who  was  a well- 
known  druggist  of  New  York;  Airs.  (Aliver  Hop- 
kins, of  Providence,  now  deceased ; ( Jliver,  now 
deceased,  who  resided  in  Jamestown;  John  R.,  a 
well-known  druggist  of  New  York  and  Newport; 
Albert,  father  of  our  subject;  Henry,  now  de- 
ceased, who  resided  in  Jamestown;  and  Charles, 
deceased. 

Albert  Caswell  was  born  Aug.  i,  1837,  in 
Jamestown,  where  he  passed  all  his  early  life.  He 
attended  school  there  and  was  also  a student  at 
the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  He  then  went  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  hut  after 
two  years  he  was  obliged  to  make  a change  on  ac- 
count of  his  health  and  decided  upon  the  drug- 
business.  Entering  the  store  of  his  brother  Philip, 
who  conducted  the  Eifth  Avenue  Hotel  Pharmacy 
in  New  York,  he  spent  eleven  years  with  him, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  going  into  the  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  o]:)ened  an  establishment  in 
Jersey  City,  N.  ].,  and  also  had  tw'O  other  stores, 
both  in  New  York  City,  conducting  them  all  ])rofit- 
ably  for  sixteen  years,  during  which  time,  by  ex- 
cellent management  and  strict  attention  to  the 


numerous  afl'airs  involved  in  carrying  on  three 
places  of  business,  he  made  a success  which  was  a 
gratifying  reward  for  his  exertions.  But  his 
health  began  to  break  under  the  constant  strain, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  his  business  interests  in 
1886,  in  that  year  returning  to  his  native  place, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  However,  he  was 
too  energetic  to  go  on  without  some  object  in  life, 
and  he  built  the  “River  Side  Hotel,’’  on  Narra- 
gansett  avenue,  which  engaged  him  for  some  time, 
until  the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire.  After 
that  he  put  up  stores  and  di\-elling-iiouses  on  the 
same  site,  and  he  still  retains  this  property,  the 
management  of  which  occupies  considerable  of  his 
time.  He  also  built  the  fine  residence  on  Eerrv 
Aleadow,  where  he  still  makes  his  home,  one  of  the 
finest  dwellings  in  that  section,  which  gives  evi- 
dence of  the  care  and  thought  bestowed  upon  it 
by  the  owner,  who  takes  great  pride  in  its  appear- 
ance. Though  enterprising  and  active  in  business. 
Air.  Caswell  is  a man  of  quiet  disposition,  not 
given  to  publicity  or  ostentation  in  any  pf  his 
undertakings.  Nevertheless  he  is  genial  and  soci- 
able, and  he  wins  the  esteem  and  respect  of  friends 
and  associates  wherever  met.  Though  a stanch 
Republican  in  political  sentiment  he  takes  no  part 
in  party  affairs  and  has  never  held  a public  office. 

(In  Alay  i,  1864,  Air.  Caswell  was  married  to 
Addie  Eield  Langley,  who  was  born  in  Newport 
Dec.  25,  1838,  daughter  of  James  and  Patience 
(Field)  Langley,  and  granddaughter  of  John 
Langley  and  of  William  and  Betsey  Field.  She 
is  a model  wife  and  mother,  a good  neighbor,  and 
a woman  known  for  her  intelligence  and  worth. 
Three  children  have  come  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Cas- 
well, horn  as  follows:  William  F.,  Oct.  25,  1865; 
Alary  IF,  Nov.  26,  1867  (died  Jan.  i.  1869)  ; and 
Clarence  Grant,  Feb.  24,  1869.  The  last  named  is 
a resident  of  Newi)ort,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
painter  and  carj^enter.  He  was  married  Oct.  24. 
1895,  to  Ella  H.  W'eeden,  and  they  have  had  two 
children,  Albert  H.  and  Alarion  I'ield. 

Hon.  \A'illiam  hd  Caswell  received  his  education 
in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  where  he  attended  the  lower 
and  high  schools  and  also  a business  college.  His 
commercial  course  completed,  he  entered  his 
father's  drug  store,  where  he  learned  all  the  details 
of  the  business,  spending  five  years  in  that  line. 
Then  he  became  a clerk  in  the  corresponding  de- 
partment of  the  American  Exchange  National 
ilank,  of  New  York  City,  remaining  in  that  insti- 
tution until  1886,  when  the  close  confinement  be- 
gan to  tell  upon  his  general  health.  Accordingly 
he  came  to  Jamestown,  whither  his  father  returned 
the  same  year,  and  here  he  has  since  had  his  home 
and  interests.  His  first  work  in  this  place  was  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  John  E.  W'atson.  with  whom 
he  spent  five  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  town  clerk.  He  has  served 
in  that  capacity  continuously  ever  since,  having 
first  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  in  1891. 
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That  he  has  faithfully  discharged  this  trust  is  evi- 
denced by  the  length  of  time  he  has  been  con- 
tinued in  office,  and  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
further  honored  by  his  townspeople.  In  1902  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  Lower  House  of  the 
State  Legislature,  representing  Jamestown  in  that 
body  for  two  years,  until,  in  1904,  he  was  sent  to  the 
State  Senate,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a member, 
having  been  again  elected  in  1907.  While  in  the 
Lower  House  i\Ir.  Caswell  was  a member  of  several 
important  committees,  and  since  entering  the  Sen- 
ate he  has  been  a member  of  the  committees  on 
Special  Legislation,  State  Property,  Militia,  Rules 
and  Order,  and  Education.  His  legislative  career 
has  been  characterized  by  the  same  honesty  and 
independence  which  have  marked  all  his  public 
services,  for  though  a stanch  Republican  in  po- 
litical allegiance  he  has  never  allowed  partisanship 
to  interfere  with  what  he  considered  honorable 
service.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  notary  public; 
for  seven  years  he  acted  as  tax  collector  and  clerk 
of  the  aboard  of  assessors,  and  he  has  also  served 
as  assistant  postmaster  of  Jamestown.  Thus  his 
connection  with  the  town’s  affairs  has  been  both 
comprehensive  and  varied,  and  no  one  citizen, 
probably,  is  better  acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the 
town  or  the  l)est  methods  of  supplying  them.  Mr. 
Caswell  is  a man  of  firm  convictions.  Once  he  has 
made  uj)  his  mind  that  a certain  course  is  advisable 
and  right  nothing  can  swerve  him  from  what  he 
believes  to  be  his  duty,  and  his  sincerity  and  fear- 
lessness have  won  him  general  respect,  regardless 
of  politics.  He  is  broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his 
dealings  with  others,  and  affable  to  all,  and  the 
numerous  friends  he  has  made  are  sufficient  testi- 
mony of  the  feeling  of  the  community  toward  him 
and  his  services. 

On  May  21,  1890,  iMr.  Caswell  was  married,  in 
Jamestown,  to  Robie  H.  Knowles,  a native  of  the 
town,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  William  Knowles, 
who  married  Ann  Elizabeth  Clarke.  Five  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  Nonnan  Field,  Frederick 
Chester,  William  Stuart,  Elizabeth  Adaline,  and 
Sherman  Clarke  Caswell. 

Mr.  Caswell  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  at  present  serving  as  clerk  of  the 
church,  and  has  also  been  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  Excelsior  Lodge,  No. 
49,  of  Newport,  and  to  Conanicut  Council,  No. 
1147,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Jamestown,  of  which  he 
is  past  regent,  and  which  he  has  also  served  as  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  still  holding  the  latter  office. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  FENNER,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  influential  business  men  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  and  prominent  in  public  affairs,  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
State,  early  records  of  which  are  found  in  another 
part  of  this  volume. 

Thomas  Fenner,  Sr.,  and  Roxanna  McDonald, 


grandparents  of  William  H.  Fenner,  were  married 
Sept.  16,  1792,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Snow,  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Providence.  They  had 
these  children:  Thomas,  born  June  15,  1793,  died 
Dec.  28,  1836;  Theodosia  Foster,  born  Jan.  20, 
1795,  (lied  April  26,  1802;  Sally,  born  Jan.  8,  1797, 
died  Feb.  22,  1798;  James,  born  Nov.  26,  1799, 
died  Feb.  26,  1827;  Theodore  Dwight,  born  Nov. 
2,  1802,  died  Nov.  20,  1842 ; California  Theodosia, 
born  Oct.  21,  1804,  died  at  birth;  Theodosia,  born 
Dec.  5,  1806;  and  Joseph,  born  July  29,  1809,  died 
the  same  day. 

Thomas  Fenner,  Jr.,  father  of  William  Henry, 
married  (first)  Abigail  Wright  Henry,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Henry,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
children:  Frances  Tillinghast,  born  Feb.  16,  1818; 
and  William  Henry,  Aug.  16,  1820.  On  Oct.  18, 
1824,  Mr.  Fenner  married  (second)  Mary  Lawton 
Gibbs,  and  she  died  June  7,  i860,  the  mother  of 
Mary  Gibljs,  born  March  18,  1826;  and  Stephen, 
born  Dec.  29.  1827  (died  Feb.  ii,  1840). 

William  Henry  Fenner,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  his  time  in  Providence,  was  born 
in  that  city,  Aug.  16,  1820,  and  died  there  Nov.  14, 
1896.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Provi- 
dence. and,  his  father  having  died  when  he  was 
young,  he  was  reared  by  his  grandfather,  Thomas 
Fenner,  of  the  old  Providence  Bleaching,  Dyeing 
& Calendering  Company.  The  young  man  learned 
the  business  of  a tin  and  sheet  iron  worker  in  the 
shop  of  James  Fames,  on  Westminster  street,  after 
leaving  whom  he  started  in  business  on  Weybosset 
street,  on  the  site  of  the  “Narragansett  Hotel.” 
There  the  firm  of  William  H.  Fenner  & Co.  was 
organized.  The  firm  eventually  removed  across 
the  street  into  the  Low  building,  being  succeeded 
by  Phillips  & Phillips.  Mr.  Fenner  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  business  about  1888,  and  retired  from 
active  business  life. 

Mr.  Fenner  was  well-known  in  public  life,  rep- 
resenting the  Sixth  ward  in  the  common  council 
from  1862  to  1864,  and  the  Fourth  ward  in  the 
same  body  from  1869  to  1875.  He  was  also  at  one 
time  assistant  engineer  of  the  fire  department,  after 
having  held  the  position  of  captain  of  one  of  the 
hand  engine  companies.  He  belonged  to  the  First 
Light  Infantry  Veteran  Association;  to  the  Me- 
chanics’ Association,  and  to  Calvary  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  He  was  a member  of  the  Chest- 
nut Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  Sept.  19,  1842,  Mr.  Fenner  was  married  in 
that  church,  by  Rev.  David  Potter,  to  Ellen  Tay- 
lor Wardwell,  daughter  of  Josiah  Wardwell,  of  the 
old  Bristol,  R.  I.,  family.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  (i)  William  Henry,  Jr.,  who 
for  some  years  was  connected  with  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Locomotive  works,  was  later  president  of  the 
Grand  Locomotive  works  in  Chicago,  and  at  pres- 
ent is  engaged  in  the  construction  of  an  apparatus 
to  do  away  with  the  smoke  nuisance  in  Pittsburg. 
Pa. ; he  married  Ella  Keep,  now  deceased,  and 
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has  one  son,  David  Colton  Fenner,  of  Saylesville, 
R.  L,  who  married  Gertrude  Smith,  and  has  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Howe.  {2)  Josiah  Smith,  de- 
ceased, married  a Miss  Pettis,  but  had  no  children. 
(3)  Nellie  Frances  died  in  infancy.  Four  genera- 
tions of  this  well-known  and  highly-esteemed  fam- 
ily are  now  living,  viz. : Mrs.  William  H.  Fenner, 
William  H.  Fenner,  Jr.,  David  Colton  Fenner,  and 
Elizabeth  Howe  Fenner. 

CLARK  WHEATON  CAPWELL,  who  for 
many  years  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
on  NMrth  Main  street.  Providence,  was  a descend- 
ant of  a family  that  for  generations  has  been  nu- 
merous and  prominent  in  the  town  of  Coventry, 
Rhode  Island. 

James  Capwell,  grandfather  of  Clark  W.,  was 
a farmer,  and  resided  about  one  mile  southeast  of 
Greene  station,  in  the  town  of  Coventry.  He  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  nine- 
ty-three years,  dying  on  the  farm  above  mentioned. 
He  married  Annie  Johnson,  whom  he  survived,  and 
their  children  were : Huldah,  who  lived  to  the  age 
of  ninety-three  years,  died  on  the  farm  in  Coventry, 
unmarrfed  ; Joseph  is  mentioned  further  on  ; Esther, 
who  married  Elder  \\dlliam  Stovier,  a Baptist 
minister,  resided  near  Phenix : Mary  married  Otis 
Calvin,  and  they  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Scran- 
ton, Pa.;  William  resided  on  the  home  farm;  Esek 
was  a farmer  in  Coventry. 

Joseph  Capwell,  son  of  James,  was  born  in 
1791  in  Coventry,  and  in  early  life  was  engaged  at 
farming,  and  also  worked  to  some  extent  at  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade.  For  many  years  he  conducted  a 
hotel  at  Washington  village  and  was  cpiite  promi- 
nent and  influential  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  judge  of  the  local  court.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Providence,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death  he  resided  in  the  Hedley  block, 
on  Randall  Square,  which  block  he  had  erected  some 
time  previously.  He  died  Feb.  12,  1879.  Mr.  Cap- 
well  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  political  matters.  He  was 
quite  well-to-do,  a good  citizen,  and  a man  looked 
up  to  and  respected.  He  married  Lydia  Alexan- 
der, who  died  in  Providence  ^lay  13,  1864,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  and  they  had  children  as  fol- 
lows; (i)  Caroline  married  Edmund  Nichols,  and 

resided  in  Providence,  where  both  died,  leaving  two 
children.  Van  Buren  (who  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war  and  died  in  Libby  Prison)  and  Lydia 
(who  married  Olden  Pra}',  and  died  in  New  Or- 
leans). (2)  Joseph  A.  married  (first)  Sarah 
Goff  and  (second)  Nancy  M.  Wesson,  and  by  his 
second  wife  had  four  daughters,  deceased,  and  four 
sons:  Roger  F.,  Burrington,  Franklin  P.  and 
Frederick.  Joseph  A.  Chapwell,  the  father  of  these, 
died  in  what  is  now  Lincoln,  R.  1.  He  was  a mer- 
chant in  early  life,  later  a market  man.  (3)  Ly- 
dia A.  married  Samuel  Hedley,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence, the  mother  of  several  children,  all  of  whom 


arc  now  deceased.  (4)  Clark  W.  is  mentioned 
farther  on.  (5)  Huldah,  wIutj  married  Nelson  Wal- 
ling, resided  in  Providence  and  had  three  children, 
Walter  and  Mary  Ellen,  deceased,  and  Lydia,  the 
wife  of  William  Jordan,  residents  of  Greene,  Rhode 
Island. 

Clark  Wheaton  Capwell  was  born  Jan.  10,  1819, 
in  Coventry,  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  town.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  he  came  to  Providence  and  entered 
the  employ  of  Edmund  Nichols,  his  brother-in- 
law,  who  conducted  a grocery  store  on  Canal  street. 
Young  Capwell  received  small  wages,  such  as  were 
paid  in  those  days,  but  was  very  saving,  so  that 
about  two  years  later  he  had  saved  enough  money 
to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business  for  himself, 
his  store  being  located  on  North  Main  street,  op- 
posite Olney  street,  in  a building  then  owned  by  his 
father.  Here  he  successfully  did  business  for 
many  years,  until,  his  health  failing,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  merchandising.  From  that  time 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  larch  12,  1890,  his 
attention  was  devoted  to  the  management  of  his 
real  estate  and  private  interests.  His  home,  for 
forty-six  years  previous  to  his  death,  was  on  the 
corner  of  North  Main  and  Olney  streets. 

Mr.  Capwell,  in  his  political  views,  was  in- 
clined to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  he  took  little  or  no  interest  in  ])ublic  matters. 
He  was  a quiet  man,  of  domestic  tastes  and  habits, 
highly  esteemed  and  respected,  sound  in  his  busi- 
ness judgment,  and  one  whose  advice  was  fre- 
quently sought  on  business  matters.  He  became 
well-to-do,  and  no  little  credit  for  his  success  was 
due  to  his  faithful  wife,  whose  thrift  and  good 
judgment  were  of  so  much  assistance  to  him. 

On  Nov.  4,  1840,  Mr.  Capwell  married  Nancy 
Newell  Angell,  who  was  born  March  31,  1819,  in 
Providence,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Knowles)  Angell,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  INIrs.  Capwell  survived  her 
husband,  residing  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Kellogg, 
and  passed  away  in  Providence  June  5,  1907.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Capwell  had  children  as  follows:  (i) 
Emma  Cornelia,  born  Aug.  18,  1847,  married  John 
S.  Kellogg,  and  resides  in  North  Providence. 
They  have  had  children:  Annie  Eliza,  born  Feb. 
28,  1874,  died  Dec.  25,  1876;  John  Clarke,  born 
May  13,  1876,  married  Sarah  Vance,  and  has  two 
children,  Anna  Eliza  and  Hope  Marian ; and  Harry 
Francis,  born  Nov.  7,  1878,  a graduate  of  the  me- 
chanical engineering  department  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, class  of  1901,  married  Gertrude  Whipple, 
and  resides  at  Albany,  N.  Y.  (2)  Ella  M.,  born 
June  27,  1851,  married  William  M.  Carpenter,  and 
died  in  East  Providence,  July  12.  1897.  the  mother 
of  three  children,  Emma  Capwell,  William  Moul- 
ton and  Herbert  Clark.  (3)  Henrietta  F.,  born 
April  6,  1854,  married  Ernest  Bent,  and  resides  at 
Braintree,  Mass.  She  has  one  daughter,  Florence 
Anna.  (4)  William  Angell  was  born  Dec.  27, 
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(5)  L_\(lia  Eliza,  born  May  25,  1862,  died 
Dec.  18,  1863. 

\\  iLLi.v.M  Axgkll  C.\invELL,  only  son  of  Clark 
\\  .,  was  born  in  Providence,  and  acquired  his  etlu- 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  and  later  from  Scholfield’s  business 
college.  After  completing  his  education  he  was  for 
a time  in  the  employ  of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Kellogg,  who  was  engaged  in  the  printing  and  sta- 
tionery business  in  Providence,  and  he  then  entered 
the  employ  of  W'hitford,  Aldrich  & Co.,  wholesale 
grocery  merchants,  as  an  entry  clerk,  changing  from 
there  to  a l)etter  position  as  liookkeeper  for  Mur- 
ray, Spink  & Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  five 
years.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  old 
Pank  of  America  Loan  & Trust  Company,  and  con- 
tinued therewith  until  it  was  consolidated  with  the 
L’nion  Trust  Company.  When  the  Olneyville 
branch  of  the  Lnion  Trust  Company  was  estab- 
lished, in  June,  i8yo,  Mr.  Capwell  became  manager 
thereof,  a position  which  he  has  since  held.  Mr. 
Capwell  attends  the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration 
(Episcopal),  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organiz- 
ers, and  has  been  a vestryman  since  its  inception. 

Mr.  Capwell  married  Kate  H.  Luther,  a native 
of  J’rovidence,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Susanna 
(Prooks)  Luther,  and  the  following  children  have 
been  born  to  the  union:  Adlliam  A.  Jr.,  who  died 
aged  ten  years;  Thomas  E.,  who  died  i\lay  28, 
1907  ; Clark  W. ; Kathryn  E. ; Norman  L. ; Sydney 
Angell,  and  Dorothy  Arline. 

ALDRICH.  (1)  Ceorge  Aldrich,  of  Derby- 
shire, Ifngland,  the  progenitor  of  this  branch  of 
the  Aldrich  family,  came  to  America  in  the  fall  of 
1631.  He  was  made  a freeman  at  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  in  1636,  was  granted  land  at  Poston  in  1640, 
and  was  of  ilraintree,  1644-1663.  He  was  among 
the  first  settlers  at  Mendon  in  i()63,  later  residing 
at  Swansea,  1669-70,  and  for  a brief  time  at  Prain- 
tree,  perhaps  during  the  Indian  war,  but  returning 
to  Mendon.  where  he  died  .March  1,  i(')83.  He 
married  iMarch  16,  1629.  Catherine  Scald,  and 
their  children  were:  Abel,  born  in  1633;  Joseph, 
born  June  4,  1635;  ^Ii’'ia-m,  born  in  1639; 
perience,  born  in  1641  ; Jobn,  born  in  1644;  Sarah, 
born  in  1646;  Peter,  born  in  1648;  .Mercy,  born  in 
1650;  and  Jacob,  born  in  1652. 

(II)  Joseph  .Mdrich,  horn  June  4.  1635,  mar- 
ried I'ch.  26.  1662,  Patience  ( )sborne.  of  Praintree. 
He  removed  to  iMendon  with  his  father  and  re- 
mained with  him  until  about  tbe  time  of  tbe  lat- 
ter's deatb,  when  he  removed  to  that  [lart  of  Provi- 
dence which  became  Smitbfield.  He  died  .\pril 
24.  1701.  in  Smitbfield.  and  his  wife  passed  away 
after  1705.  Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born 
July  14,  1663;  .Samuel;  John;  Epbraim ; .Sarah, 
liorn  Oct.  27,  1677  ; and  .Mercy. 

(HI)  .Samuel  .Mdrich  and  his  wife  Jane  re- 
sided in  Ih'ovidence  and  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  was 
a tanner  by  occupation.  He  was  made  a freeman 


.May  6,  1701.  He  was  a Quaker,  and  it  seems  was 
subjected  to  hardship,  as  on  one  occasion,  in  1706, 
for  not  training,  he  had  leather  taken  from  him. 
In  September,  1733,  then  of  Smithfield,  he  gave  to 
his  son  by  deed  the  homestead  of  200  acres  of  land 
upon  which  he  lived.  His  death  occurred  .\pril  2, 
1747.  His  children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1681, 
who  is  referred  to  in  a deed  as  a weaver;  Peter: 
James  and  John. 

(I\  ) John  .\ldrich  was  a resident  of  Smith- 
field,  R.  1.  Pie  married  first  Susanna  Smith,  and 
his  second  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth.  The  first 
.Mrs.  .Mdrich  died  Nov.  29,  1741.  i\Ir.  Aldrich  died 
in  1776.  His  children,  according  to  the  town 
reconls  of  Smithfield,  were  born  as  follows : Han- 
nah, Jan.  13,  1728  (died  Nov.  10,  1741);  DanieV 
Oct.  25,  1730;  Samuel,  Aug.  26,  1732  (died  Oct. 
29>  1747);  Job,  June  25,  1734;  Joseph,  1738; 
Jethro,  .March  29,  1740;  Caleb,  Jan.  16,  1742  ; John, 
•Ah.  5,  1743;  Susanna,  Nov.  25.  1745  ; James,  Nov. 
7,  1747;  .\nne,  Dec.  25,  1751;  Samuel,  Dec.  16, 
1753;  Amie,  IMarch  9,  1756;  and  Caleb,  P'eb.  28, 

1758- 

( \ ) Daniel  .\ldricb,  son  of  John,  horn  Oct.  25. 
173O)  married  Nov.  9,  1752,  .\nne  .Steere,  who  was 
born  Dec.  6.  1731,  daughter  of  Judge  Richard  and 
.\nna  (Comstock)  Steere.  Judge  Richard  Steere 
was  i)resident  of  the  town  council  of  Cllocester  for 
forty  years,  and  town  clerk  for  sixty  years,  from 
1737  until  his  death,  Oct.  16,  1797,  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  He  was  also  justice  of  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  county  of  Providence  for  thirtv- 
four  years,  and  chief  justice  from  1782  to  1784. 
Daniel  and  .Vnne  (Steere)  Aldrich  had  a son  Job, 
whose  son,  .\nan  E.,  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Nelson 
W'ilmarth  Aldrich,  Lhiited  States  senator  from 
Rhode  Island. 

(\T)  Richard  .\ldrich,  son  of  Daniel  and  .Anne 
(Steere)  .\ldrich,  born  .March  7,  1760,  married 
Hannah  Idarris,  and  they  resided  in  Glocester,  R. 

I.  IMr.  .Aldrich  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  as  a corporal  and  sergeant  from  Provi- 
dence county  in  the  Rhode  Island  State  troops. 
He  was  placed  on  the  Lhfited  States  pension  roll, 
.Aug.  27,  1833,  and  died  in  that  same  year.  Plis 
wife,  Hannah,  died  P'eb.  29,  1799,  aged  thirty-two 
years.  Their  children  of  Glocester  town  record 
were:  (i)  Daniel,  born  Dec.  19,  1787,  is  men- 

tioned below.  (2)  Anna  (or  Nancy),  born  Dec. 
28,  1789,  married  William  Evans,  and  moved  to 
P’nadilla,  N.  Y.  (3)  Cynthia,  born  July  28,  1795, 
married  PIcnry  Thresher,  and  resided  in  Rehoboth, 
Alass.,  later  removing  to  Johnston,  R.  I.,  where  she 
died.  (4)  Lucinda,  born  Alay  20,  1797,  married 
Charles  Cozzens,  and  resided  for  a time  in  Smith- 
field,  later  removing  to  Fitchburg,  Alass.,  where  he 
died. 

(\TJ)  Daniel  .Aldrich,  son  of  Richard,  was 
horn  Dec.  19,  1787,  in  Glocester,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  mother,  which  occurred  when  he  was  in  his 
twelfth  year,  he  made  his  home  with  his  grand- 
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mother  Aldrich  in  Smithficld.  He  served  an  ap- 
])renticeship  with  Reuben  Mowry  in  Smithfield,.  to 
learn  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage settled  on  the  farm  in  Smithfield  no\v  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Irvin  E.  Aldrich. 
In  1858  he  sold  the  farm  to  his  son  Wilson  W.  and 
bought  what  was  then  known  as  the  Welcome 
Alowry  farm  where  he  lived  until,  in  about  1867. 
he  finally  gave  up  business  and  made  his  home  with 
his  son  Daniel  G.  There  he  died  Jan.  29,  1874, 
and  his  remains  lie  in  the  North  burying  ground  at 
Providence.  Daniel  Aldrich  was  a natural  me- 
chanic, and  a man  of  e.xtraordinary  ability  and 
genius.  Pie  did  a large  business  for  the  period 
as  a millwright,  at  times  employing  several  men. 
While  he  never  attended  school  after  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  was  a constant  reader,  and  thus 
became  cpiite  well  informed.  He  was  a splendid 
penman,  and  had  he  had  the  training  of  a college 
graduate  to-day  he  could  have  made  his  mark  in 
any  line  of  business  or  work.  His  judgment  was 
sound  and  well  balanced,  and  his  advice  was  fre- 
(jnently  sought  in  business  matters.  He  became  suc- 
cessful and  died  well  to  do.  A Democrat  in  poli- 
tical faith.  Air.  Aldrich  took  but  little  interest  in 
])olitical  matters.  He  married  Diana  Gaskill,  who 
died  July  4,  1863,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows:  (i)  Hannah, 
born  Dec.  23,  1812,  is  now  the  widow  of  George 
W.  Alowry,  and  resides  in  Smithfield.  She  is  the 
mother  of  Alonzo  P.  Alowry,  in  whose  sketch, 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  will  be  found  a record  of 
her  children.  (2)  Alary  A.,  born  in  1814,  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Smith  and  resides  in  Purrill- 
ville.  She  became  tbe  mother  of  six  children,  two 
of  whom,  Daniel  A.  and  Alary  A.  (Airs.  Nichols), 
are  yet  living.  ( 3 ) Diana  married  Smith  Ray 
Alowry  and  resided  in  Smithfield,  where  she  died  in 
June,  1847,  mother  of  four  children:  Andrew 
A.,  of  Poston:  Marcus  Alorton,  of  I’rovidence; 
Emeline  Al.,  of  Smithfield:  and  a daughter  that 
died  in  infancy.  (4)  Daniel  Gaskill  is  mentioned 
below.  {5)  Wilson  W'.  married  Alalvina  Smith. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a member  of 
the  2d  R.  I.  Volunteers,  Company  1,  and  was 
wounded  at  Spottsylvania,  dying  in  July,  1864.  He 
left  no  children. 

(VTH)  Daniel  Gaskill  Aldrich  was  born  April 
15.  1824.  in  Smithfield.  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Irvin  PC  Aldricb.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work 
and  received  a district  school  education.  He  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  three  years  after 
his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  a rented  farm 
in  Lime  Rock,  where  he  resided  a short  time,  re- 
turning to  Smithfield  and  taking  charge  of  the 
town  poor  farm  for  a few  years.  He  purchased 
of  his  father  a farm  in  what  is  now  North  Smith- 
field,  where  he  remained  a few  years,  and  then, 
* disposing  of  it,  rented  the  home  farm,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  1863.  In  that  year  he  removed 
to  the  Col.  Sessions  Alowry  farm,  nearby,  which 


he  had  purchased  the  previous  year,  and  continued 
in  active  agricultural  work  until  1876,  when  his 
sons  succeeded  him  iii  the  active  management  of 
the  farm.  There  he  continued  to  reside  until  1883, 
when  he  removed  to  the  farm  of  Alonzo  P.  Alowry, 
on  which  he  resided  until  his  removal  to  Centre- 
dale,  in  1894.  At  that  place  he  lived  retired  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Eeb.  28,  1903.  and  he 
was  buried  in  the  Aldrich  lot  in  the  North  burying 
ground  at  Providence. 

Air.  .Aldrich  was  a Democrat  previous  to  the 
Civil  war,  but  after  that  conflict  supported  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  served  as  a member  of  the 
town  council  of  Smithfield.  He  was  a hard  w'orker, 
a good  manager,  and  was  counted  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community. 

On  P'eb.  20,  1848,  Air.  .Aldrich  married  Cor- 
delia Alaria  Harris,  who  was  born  Oct.  31,  1826, 
in  Smithfield,  daughter  of  Ethan  and  Al)igail  (.A^p- 
pleby)  Harris.  Mrs.  Aldrich  died  Nov.  10,  1892. 
Children  were  born  to  this  union  as  follows:  (i) 
PZmily  Harris,  born  P'eb.  ii,  1849,  resides  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  unmarried.  (2)  Irvin  E.  was  bom  Oct. 
2.  1850.  (3)  Ethan  .-Allen,  born  June  7,  1852,  is 

a farmer  residing  at  Georgiaville.  Pie  married 
Airs.  Lula  (Campbell)  Munn,  and  they  have  had 
four  children,  Diana  G..  Jessie  G.,  Ethan  IP  and 
.Abide  N.  (4)  Charles  Gaskill,  born  June  ii,  1858,. 
married  Rachel  Campbell,  and  resides  at  Centre- 
dale.  He  was  engaged  at  farming  until  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  and  for  several  years  thereafter  was 
in  the  milk  business.  Pie  has  been  a resident  of 
Centredale  since  1894,  and  is  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits  in  Providence. 

(IX)  Irvix  E.  Aldrich,  residing  on  the  home 
farm  in  Smithfield,  engaged  in  dairying,  sawmill- 
ing and  mechanical  pursuits,  was  born  on  the  farm 
he  now  occupies.  He  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  remained  in  the  employ  of  his  father.  Later, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Ethan  .A.,  he  rented 
the  farm  from  his  father,  and  they  continued  to- 
gether for  four  years.  .At  the  end  of  this  time 
Irvin  E.  .Aldrich  married  and  purchased  his 
brother’s  interest.  He  continued  there  for  two 
years  longer,  until  1884,  when  he  removed 
to  Pawtucket,  conducting  a wagon  e.xpress 
business  between  that  .city  and  Providence  for 
four  years,  part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with 
his  brothers-in-law,  Irvin  P'.  and  Lester  PI.  Latham, 
under  the  firm  name  of  .Aldrich  & Latham  Pros. 
In  1888  Air.  .Aldrich  purchased  of  his  father  his 
jiresent  jilace,  "AA'atier  Aleadow  I'arni."  a tract 
of  100  acres.  Resides  farming  and  dairy  operations 
he  conducts  a steam  saw  and  shingle  mill.  Air. 
.Aldrich  has  mechanical  genius  of  an  uncommon 
order,  seemingly  inheriting  his  grandfather  .Al- 
drich's ability  in  this  line. 

On  Oct.  18,  1882,  in  I’awtucket,  Air.  .Aldrich 
was  married  to  .Anna  PIrown  Latham,  born  Oct. 
7.  1857,  ”1  Glocester,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Alaria  .Ann  (Colwell)  Latham.  Three  children 
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have  come  to  this  union : ( i ) Cordelia  Maria, 

born  July  9,  1883,  was  married  Oct.  18,  1904,  to 
Joseph  Francis  Sargeant,  and  resides  at  Georgia- 
ville.  They  have  one  son,  Irvin  Aldrich,  born  Aug. 
1/,  1905.  (2)  Esther  Anna  was  born  Nov.  i, 

1888.  (3)  Daniel  Gaskill  was  born  Dec.  6,  1891. 

DANIEL  i\I.  CLEAIENCE,  a well  known  and 
substantial  citizen  of  Glocester,  comes  from  one 
of  the  old  families  of  the  State.  He  was  born  Feb. 
18,  1857,  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  and 
which  he  owns  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  son  of 
Reuben  Amey  and  Elsa  (Mann)  Clemence,  and 
grandson  of  Richard  Right  and  Mary  (Place) 
Clemence.  The  ancestral  history  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Daniel  M.  Clemence  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born,  and  in  the  manner  common  to 
farmer  boys  in  those  days.  He  attended  first  the 
district  school  and  later  the  Lapham  Institute, 
where  he  concluded  his  schooling.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage,  then  locating  on  an  ad- 
joining farm,  where  he  resided  until  about  June, 
1896,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  and 
has  since  resided  there.  While  Mr.  Clemence  has 
always  been  a farmer,  he  has  for  a number  of  years 
been  engaged  in  carpentering  work  also.  A man 
of  natural  mechanical  skill,  which  from  boyhood 
enabled  him  to  perform  more  or  less  work  in  the 
line  of  carpentering,  he  concluded  to  take  up  that 
work  regularly,  and  with  that  object  in  view  en- 
tered the  employ  of  James  Evans,  with  whom  he 
worked  for  some  time.  Since  then  Mr.  Clemence 
has  worked  in  that  line ; at  the  same  time  he  main- 
tains a general  supervision  over  his  farming  in- 
terests, and  in  both  callings  has  met  with  success. 

As  a business  man,  Mr.  Clemence  is  careful  and 
straightforward,  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  he 
enjoys  a standing  second  to  none  in  his  community. 
As  a citizen  he  is  progressive  and  public-spirited, 
taking  an  interest  in  town  affairs,  but  not  as  a 
]:iolitician.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
lias  served  as  assessor  of  taxes  in  Glocester. 

On  Aug.  20,  1876,  Mr.  Clemence  was  married 
to  Aliss  Ruth  A.  Phillips,  daughter  of  George  and 
Nancy  (Hart)  Phillips,  and  they  have  three  children  ; 
George  W.,  who  married  Lucy  Angell  and  has  a 
son,  Daniel  AI.  (II)  ; Alabel  I.,  formerly  a student 
at  the  State  normal  school,  and  for  a number  of 
years  a successful  teacher,  now  at  home ; and  Ethel 
AT,  a successful  school  teacher  previous  to  her 
marriage  with  Otto  Newman,  of  Alanton,  R.  I.,  by 
whom  she  has  one  son,  Wilton  Otto. 

DENNIS  SHANAHAN,  one  of  the  progres- 
sive and  representative  business  men  of  Newport, 
R.  I.,  is  a native  of  that  city,  born  Feb.  20,  1846, 
son  of  the  late  Dennis  and  Alary  (Harrigan) 
Shanahan.  Mr.  Shanahan  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cational training  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  soon  after  leaving  school,  upon  the  breaking 


out  of  the  Civil  war,  he  in  1862  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  navy,  being  attached,  during  his  two 
years’  service  to  his  country,  to  the  vessels  “Con- 
stitution” and  “Alarion.” 

In  1883  Air.  Shanahan  embarked  in  the  grain 
and  feed  business  on  Commercial  Wharf  in  New- 
port, and  in  this  line  he  has  since  continued,  meet- 
ing with  well-deserved  success.  In  political  faith 
he  is  a stalwart  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  as  such  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  common  council  and  a member  of 
the  board  of  aldermen  of  his  native  city. 

On  June  26,  1883,  Air.  Shanahan  was  married 
to  Alary  Elizabeth  Shea,  of  Newport,  and  seven 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  as  follows : 
Alary  Genevieve,  Julia  Philip,  Elizabeth  Helen, 
Dennis  Raymond,  Erancis,  Alargaret  (who  died 
in  infancy)  and  Philip.  Air.  Shanahan  is  genial, 
good-natured,  and  possesses  a generous  make-up. 
His  general  good  qualities,  combined  wdth  marked 
business  acumen,  have  made  him  a host  of  friends. 

WOOD.  The  Wood  family  is  one  of  long 
standing  in  southeastern  Alassachusetts  and  east- 
ern Rhode  Island  in  the  towns  of  Rehoboth,  Swan- 
sea, Seekonk  and  East  Providence.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  past  century  no  men  were  better  known 
in  East  Providence  than  Col.  Seth  Wood  and  his 
sons,  John  Alexander  and  Daniel  Hale  Wood,  a 
record  of  wdiose  ancestry  and  posterity  is  herewdth 
given. 

(I)  Thomas  AA'ood  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family. 

(II)  John  Wood,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Bethia,  daughter  of  Samson  Alason  of  Rehoboth. 

(III)  John  Wood  (2),  son  of  John,  born  Nov. 
21,  1689,  died  July  10,  1775.  He  married  Charity, 
daughter  of  Robert  Aliller,  of  Rehoboth,  Jan.  31, 
1712. 

(IV)  Seth  Wood,  son  of  John  (2),  born  1732, 
married  Roby  Rounds,  Feb.  24,  1760. 

(V)  John  Wood,  son  of  Seth,  born  in  1765, 
was  of  Swansea,  Alass.  On  Sept.  2,  1792,  he  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Comfort  Peck,  of  See- 
konk, Alass.,  and  granddaughter  of  Lieut.  Nathan- 
iel Peck,  who  died  in  the  army,  Aug.  5,  1756,  at 
Fort  Edward. 

(VI)  Col.  Seth  Wood,  son  of  John  and  Han- 
nah, born  about  Alarch,  1795,  in  Swansea,  Alass., 
married  (first)  Lois  Luther,  born  in  May,  1797. 
On  Jan.  2,  1847,  he  married  (second)  Eunice 
Luther  ( sister  of  his  first  wife),  born  in  November. 
1795,  daughter  of  Theophilus  Luther,  of  Swansea. 
Col.  Wood  lived  in  Swansea  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood there.  He  moved  to  Seekonk  (now  East 
Providence),  in  about  1825,  and  purchased  a farm 
of  about  200  acres,  near  the  intersection  of  War- 
ren and  Pawtucket  avenues,  the  farm  house  and 
buildings  standing  to  the  south  of  the  corner,  and 
somewhat  back  from  the  road.  There  he  lived  un- 
til just  after  he  married  his  second  wife,  when  he 
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built,  in  1848,  the  residence  now  owned  by  his 
grandson,  Seth  Wood,  and  standing  at  the  corner 
of  Warren  and  Pawtucket  avenues.  To  the  orig- 
inal farm  Col.  Seth  Wood  made  some  additions. 
He  was  much  interested  in  military  affairs,  and 
was  colonel  in  the  State  militia.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Seekonk  May  15,  1849,  when  he  was 
fifty-four  years  of  age.  His  children  were:  Wil- 
liam H.,  born  in  September,  1817;  James,  horn  in 
June,  1819;  Seth,  horn  in  March,  1821;  Daniel 
Hale,  horn  Oct.  9,  1822;  and  John  Alexander,  horn 
July  19,  1824,  in  Swansea. 

(VTI)  John  Alexander  Wood,  son  of  Col.  Seth 
and  Lois,  horn  July  19,  1824,  in  Swansea,  Mass., 
married  May  17,  1848,  Cynthia  Elizabeth,  horn 
Jan.  26,  1826,  daughter  of  Cyril  Reed,  of  Seekonk, 
Mass.  Their  deaths  occurred  in  the  year  1902, 
within  one  day  of  each  other,  Mr.  Wood  dying 
May  i8th  of  that  year,  and  Mrs.  Wood  on  May 
19th.  Their  children  were:  Alexander,  horn 
• March  12,  1849;  Lois  Ella,  horn  July  20,  1850, 
married  Benjamin  Martin;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  27, 
1852.  married  Isaac  R.  Kent ; Martha  M.,  horn 
March  5,  1855,  died  young;  Cyril,  horn  jan.  31, 
1857;  Emma  E.,  born  May  7,  1859,  married  Dr. 
Edward  E.  Pierce;  Elizabeth,  born  June  22,  1861; 
Inez,  horn  in  1863,  married  E.  W.  Adams;  Nelson 
died  young;  Jessie,  horn  March  i,  1867,  married 
Charles  Kettelety,  of  Providence ; and  Mary,  horn 
in  March,  1869. 

John  Alexander  Wood,  the  father,  was  edu- 
cated at  the  school  at  Luther’s  Corners,  and  that 
was  probably  the  only  school  which  he  attended. 
He  left  school  when  young  and  worked  at  home 
with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one,  except  one 
year  when  he  worked  on  the  Worcester  Railroad. 
After  his  marriage  he  lived  on  his  father’s  farm 
for  some  years,  hut  in  about  1852  he  lived  on  the 
farm  where  I.  R.  Kent  now  lives,  remaining  there 
until  about  1856,  when  he  moved  on  the  forty-acre 
tract  which  was  known  as  the  Peck  farm.  In  1863 
he  bought  his  brother  out  and  continued  to  own 
and  operate  these  two  farms  during  the  balance  of 
his  life.  He  bought  a tract  of  twenty-three  acres 
afterward,  and  other  small  pieces  until  he  had  in 
all  about  150  acres.  He  was  a most  successful  man 
as  a farmer  and  business  man,  making  specialties 
of  hay,  potatoes,  etc.  His  competency  was  won  by 
his  own  industrial  sagacity.  In  public  affairs  he 
was  ever  active,  and  he  was  on  the  town  council 
for  a number  of  years,  and  also  was  assessor.  He 
voted  for  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  kept  well  posted  on  current  events. 

(VIII)  Cyril  Wood,  son  of  John  Alexander, 
born  Jan.  31,  1857,  received  his  education  in  the 
school  at  Armington  Corners,  and  at  Lyon’s  private 
school  in  Providence,  attending  the  latter  for  one 
year.  At  about  eighteen  he  laid  aside  his  text 
books,  and  took  up  the  handle  of  the  plow  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  there  he  continued  until  he  was 
thirty-seven  years  old.  When  he  set  up  his  own 


establishment  he  bought  a small  place  of  his  father. 
His  wife  has  a place  of  si.x  acres  which  is  the 
homestead.  In  1900  he  bought  the  Waterman 
Pierce  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  has  been 
buying  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  two 
hundred  acres.  Mr.  Wood  has  been  engaged  In 
general  farming,  raising  principally  hay,  potatoes 
and  corn.  He  has  also  been  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  lumber  business,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  all  that  he  has  undertaken.  Plis  farming 
operations  necessitate  the  keeping  of  two  men  the 
year  around,  and  in  summer  he  has  five  or  six  men. 
Mr.  Wood  is  interested  in  public  matters  as  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  road  surveyor  for 
two  years.  He  is  a member  of  Roger  Williams 
Lodge,  Patrons  of  Husbandry ; and  his  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Eree  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Providence  (Roger  Williams’  church).  Mr.  Wood 
married  Florence  B.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Elisha 
W.  Pierce,  of  East  Providence,  and  they  have  had 
six  children:  Effie ; Wallace;  Edith  (deceased); 
Lillian;  Lyman  (deceased),  and  Cyril,  Jr. 

(VII)  Daniel  Hale  Wood,  son  of  Col.  Seth 
and  Lois,  born  Oct.  9,  1822,  in  Swansea,  Mass., 
married  April  6,  1858,  Martha  H.  Bliss,  born  Aug. 
5,  1835,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Lydia  (Hum- 
phrey) Bliss,  he  a descendant  of  Thomas  Bliss, 
who  came  from  Belstone,  England,  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  1636,  and  later  settled  in  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  his  line  being  through  Jonathan,  Jonathan 
(2),  Lieut.  Ephraim,  Abiah  and  Abel  Bliss.  Lydia 
(Humphrey)  Bliss  was  descended  from  John 
Humphrey,  Sr.,  who  had  two  children,  John,  Jr.; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  David  Peck.  John  Hum- 
phrey, Jr.,  married  Martha  Walker,  and  had  two 
sons — David  and  Ephraim — and  three  daughters — 
Sarah,  Lydia  and  Martha.  Ephraim  had  no  chil- 
dren. David  Humphrey  married  Lydia  Shores, 
and  had  children  as  follows :.  Mary,  born  April 
26,  1795  ; Lydia,  born  Dec.  4,  1797,  married  Caleb 
Bliss,  and  died  in  January,  1840;  Sally,  born  Jan. 
21,  1802;  David,  born  April  19,  1804;  and  Keziah, 
born  Sept.  22,  1807.  Lydia  was  the  only  one  of 
this  family  to  marry. 

Daniel  Hale  Wood  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  schools  of  East  Providence  and  at  a private 
seminary  in  the  same  town  acquiring  a good  educa- 
tion. He  taught  school  in  Johnston  and  Swansea 
in  winters,  and  worked  at  farming  in  summers. 
Upon  the  second  marriage  of  his  father  he  went  to 
live  with  his  brother,  John  Alexander,  who  mar- 
ried in  1848,  and  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
there  until  his  own  marriage,  in  1858.  He  and  his 
brother  John  Alexander  owned  two  farms,  one  just 
below  that  of  Isaac  R.  Kent,  consisting  of  sixty 
acres.  These  two  farms  were  owned  in  common  and 
run  jointly  by  them  for  five  years  after  his  mar- 
riage. In  1863  he  sold  out  his  interest  to  his 
brother,  and  at  the  request  of  his  wife’s  uncle 
David  Humphrey,  they  moved  onto  his  farm  on 
South  Broadway,  where  he  spent  the  balance  of  his 
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(lays,  (lying  there  in  June,  1875.  He  was  a well- 
read  man  and  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but 
never  an  office  bolder.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the 
JJai)tist  cburcb  of  East  I’rovidence. 

The  children  of  Daniel  11.  W ood  and  bis  wife 
were;  Seth,  born  Jan.  21,  1859;  Arthur  Hum- 
phrey, born  Feb.  17,  1861  ; David  Humphrey,  born 
Jan.  7,  18O3;  a son,  born  and  died  in  1867; 
Eleanor,  born  Hay  31,  1870,  who  married  Dr.  G.  E. 
^Vllison,  of  East  Providence. 

(\'H1  j Sktm  Wood,  son  of  Daniel  11.  and  iMar- 
tba  11..  born  Jan.  21,  1859,  married  Jan.  i,  1884, 
Clara  E., daughter  of  William  Prown,  of  Providence. 
Their  children  are;  iMartba  R.,  born  Dec.  3,  1884, 
married  Sept,  i,  1(904,  b'rank  E.  Aldrich;  b'lorence 
S.,  born  Nov.  22,  i88t);  Seth,  born  Eeb.  23,  1892; 
Hope  1).,  born  Nov.  22,  18(94;  and  Eleanor,  born 
March  29,  1897. 

Seth  Wood  attended  the  schools  of  East  Provi- 
dence, and  for  two  years  was  a student  in  the  L'ni- 
versity  Grammar  School  in  Providence.  His  fatber 
(l}ing  at  this  time  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  take 
np  the  work  on  the  farm  on  South  P.rcxidway, 
where  be  lived  until  be  took  up  bis  residence  at 
bis  present  place.  His  present  farm  was  a part 
of  bis  grandfather’s  estate,  and  bis  grandmother's 
home  and  property  as  long  as  she  lived.  She  willed 
to  him  . her  interest,  and  be  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs.  His  farm  consists  of  twenty 
acres,  and  lying  so  close  to  Providence  is  very 
valuable.  Mr.  Wood  keeps  a dairy,  and  is  also 
engaged  in  teaming.  He  has  always  been  an  in- 
dependent in  politics  and  has  never  aspired  to 
])ul)lic  office.  I'raternally  be  is  a member  of 
St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  A.  1'.  & A.  M..  of  Riverside, 
Providence  Gbapter  and  Council ; and  also  belongs 
to  Howard  Lodge.  K.  of  P.,  of  b'ast  Providence. 

(\'HI)  AuTiirK  lluvii’iiKEV  Wood,  IM.  D.,  son 
of  Daniel  H.  and  Martha  H..  born  in  Seekonk,  b'eb. 
[7,  18C1.  married  Nov.  20.  1889,  Mattie  L.  Starr, 
born  Oct.  2t.  1866,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  H. 
and  Nancy  (Williams)  Starr,  of  Groton,  Conn. 
Their  six  children  are;  Dorothy  Starr,  Ellen. 
Ereelove,  Daniel  Hale,  Elizabeth  and  William. 
Dr.  Arthur  Wood  was  born  in  a bouse  owned  lyv 
Isaac  Rent  standing  just  east  of  the  Isaac  Kent 
homestead  on  the  road  running  east  from  .\rming- 
ton’s  corners.  He  obtained  bis  primary  schooling 
in  the  district  schools  of  East  Pnnddence,  and  in  a 
private  school  run  for  many  years  by  Mrs.  Annie 
E.  J.  flazard.  He  then  entered  the  Gniversity 
Grammar  School,  taking  the  full  academic  and  pre- 
paratory course  for  the  purjxise  of  entering  college. 
He  fini-sbed  this  work  at  seventeen  years  of  age. 
Having  lost  bis  father  three  years  before,  when  be 
was  fourteen,  bis  br(')tber.  who  was  operating  the 
farm  on  South  Hroadway,  wanted  him  to  bel])  on 
the  farm.  He  did  .so  for  a few  years,  and  then 
decided  upon  a professional  career.  He  studied 
medicine  for  one  year  under  Dr.  H.  A.  Wbitmarsb, 
beginning  bis  study  when  twenty-four  years  of 


age.  He  then  matriculated  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians & Surgeons  in  New  York  City,  where  be 
remained  for  one  year,  fie  then  entered  the  New 
York  Homeopathic  College  where  be  studied  for 
two  years,  and  from  which  be  graduated  in  IMay, 
1889.  At  that  time  be  Created  in  Elmwood,  where 
be  has  continued  in  practice  ever  since.  Although 
bis  earlier  years  in  practice  were  fi'anght  with 
many  discouragements,  be  stnek  to  bis  place,  and 
finally  found  himself  in  the  enjoyment  of  a large 
and  growing  practice.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  the 
Massachusetts  Surgical  and  Gynjecological  Society, 
and  the  .Vmerican  Institute  of  Homeopathy.  Fra- 
ternally be  belongs  to  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  IM.,  of  Providence.  He  is  a member  of  Trinity 
M.  E.  Cburcb  of  Trinity  S(piare,  and  is  one  of  the 
official  board  of  the  cburcb. 

J()r.  AL.MY,  who  during  bis  lifetime  was  well 
known  in  Pawtucket,  was  born  in  Little  Compton. 
Newport  Co.,  R.  I.,  March  26,  1819,  and  is  a rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State. 

(I)  William  Almy,  born  in  1601,  came  from 
Ifngland  and  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lynn,  .Mass.,  as 
early  as  1631.  He  went  home  to  England,  but 
came  back  iu  the  year  1635,  in  the  ship  ‘‘.\bigail.” 
with  wife  Andry  and  children,  .Minis  and  Christo- 
pher. In  1637  be  was. at  Sandwich,  Mass.,  where 
lie  sold  land  in  1642.  He  had  land  granted  him  in 
1644.  at  M’ading  river,  Portsmouth,  R.  T.,  and  was. 
a freeman  in  1655.  His  other  children  were  John 
and  Job. 

(H)  Christojiher  .Mniy,  born  in  1632,  married 
July  (j.  1661,  Elizabeth  Cornell,  and  they  lived  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He  was  a freeman  in  1658.  tie 
bought  land  in  Monmouth,  N.  J..  and  for  a time 
lived  there,  returning,  however,  later  to  Rhode  Is- 
land. He  was  one  of  eight  who  bought  in  lOSo- 
Pocasset  (Tiverton)  lands,  he  having  three  and 
three-fourths  shares  of  the  whole — thirty  shares. 
He  was  deputy  in  idx^o,  and  also  assistant.  He  was 
elected  governor  in  R)(90.  this  election  being  the 
first  for  governor  after  the  deposition  of  .Yndros. 
bnt  declined  to  serve.  In  R)(93  he  went  to  England 
on  business  for  the  Colony.  His  children  were  ;- 
Sarah.  Elizabeth.  M'illiam,  .\nn.  Christojiher.  Re- 
becca, John,  Job,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

(IH)  William  .\lniy,  born  Oct.  27,  1665,  mar- 
ried (first)  Deborah  Cook  and  (second)  Hope  Bor- 
den. and  they  resided  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  he  being 
an  inhabitant  on  the  organization  of  the  town, 
iMarch  2,  1692.  He  died  July  6,  1747.  His  chil- 
dren were;  .Mary,  born  .Vug.  7,  1689;  John,  (Vet. 
to.  1692;  Job,  .V])ril  28,  1696;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  14. 
1697;  Samuel.  .Vpril  15,  1701;  Deborah,  July  27. 
1703;  Rebecca,  Oct.  14.  1704;  Jose])h.  Oct.  3.  1707; 
VV'illiam,  Oct.  3.  1707 — all  of  the  first  marriage. 

(1\*)  Samuel  .\lmy,  born  .\pril  15.  1701,  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Job  .Vlmy,  and  they  lived 
in  Tiverton,  he  having  received  by  will  of  his  father- 
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ii  part  of  the  homestead  farm,  housing,  etc.,  in  that 
town.  Among  Ins  children  were:  William,  born 
.May  2,  1730.  who  received  by  will  of  his  grand- 
father lands  in  Dartmouth,  Alass. ; Deborah,  born 
( )ct.  30,  1731  ; llridget,  I'eh.  20,  1733;  Peleg,  .\ug. 
r,  1735:  and  Job,  Jan.  5,  1736. 

(V)  job  .\lmy,  horn  Jan.  5,  1736,  married 
(first)  Susanna  and  (second)  .Ann.  His  children 
■of  Tiverton  town  record  were : Samuel,  born  .\pril 
2().  1762:  iMary,  Sept.  6.  1763;  Christp])her,  June 
15,  17^5  (died  June  21.  1768);  Susanna.  Sept.  12, 
1767  (all  to  the  first  marriage);  Christo])her  (2). 
1768:  .Anthony,  May  7,  1769;  Otis,  Jan.  14,  1771; 
and  Patience,  Dec,  8,  1772. 

(\T)  Otis  .Ainu  l)orn  Jan.  14.  1771.  married 
Lucinda,  and  their  children  of  Tiverton  town  rec- 
ord were;  .Andrew,  born  May  16,  179.S : Job, 
.April  24,  1797;  h'rederick,  July  31,  1799:  Otis, 
.Aug.  2,  1801;  Eliza  .Ann,  Jan.  28,  1804:  Loiza, 
.Ang.  28.  1807;  Horace,  A larch  8,  1809:  and  Lu- 
cinda. Alay  27,  i8tt. 

(AMI)  Capt.  .Andrew  .Almy,  son  of  Otis  and 
T.ucinda,  born  May  16,  1795.  married  .A])ril  16, 
1817  ( their  marriage  being  of  Little  Compton  town 
record).  Clarissa,  horn  .Aug.  24,  1799.  daughter  of 
Sanford  and  Lydia  (Cray)  .Almy.  The  children 
of  this  union  were;  Codfrey  Manchester,  horn  in 
1817,  died  at  Imll  River,  Mass.,  in  1873;  Job.  horn 
in  1819.  is  mentioned  further  on;  Lucinda,  horn  in 
1821,  married  .Alexander  Barker,  of  New  Bedford, 
Afass.,  and  died  in  1848:  Alaria  Delilah,  horn  in 
1823,  died  in  1832:  Sanford,  horn  in  1825.  died  in 
Pawtucket  in  1903:  Sally  H.,  born  in  1827.  died  in 
1832;  .Andrew,  was  horn  in  t8,p;  Clarissa  .A.,  born 
in  1832.  married  .Albert  Thnrber,  of  Providence, 
and  died  in  1856;  Otis,  born  in  1834,  died  in  Paw- 
tucket in  1861  : Henry  C.,  born  in  1837.  lives  in 
Friendship,  N.  Y.:  Harriet  AI.,  born  in  1839,  died 
the  same  year;  .Albert,  born  in  1840,  is  a resident 
of  Providence. 

Capt.  .Andrew  .•\lmy  was  for  many  years  a 
Avhaling  captain,  sailing  out  of  New  Bedford,  but 
later  in  life  he  came  to  I’awtucket,  where  he  be- 
came engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with  his  sons. 
He  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Pawtucket,  in  which 
city  he  died  in  1857. 

(\MII)  Job  .Almy  was  born  in  Tiverton,  son  of 
Capt.  .Andrew,  and  he  died  at  his  borne  on  George 
street,  in  Pawtucket,  Sept.  6,  1897,  in  the  seventy- 
ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  came  to  Pawtucket  in 
1834,  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  as  an  apprentice  to 
Alessrs.  Bliss  & Balcom,  grocers,  to  whom  he  was 
indentured  until  the  a,ge  of  twenty-one.  as  was 
then  the  custom.  Air.  Balcom  was  his  uncle.  This 
firm  failed  in  two  or  three  years,  which  freed  young 
.Almy  from  his  apprenticeship.  In  the  meantime 
his  father,  Capt.  .Andrew,  who  had  been  a sea  can- 
tain,  removed  to  Pawtucket  with  his  family.  He 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  and  the  son  was 
in  his  emplov  for  some  years.  .About  September, 
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1848,  Job  .Almy  went  into  ])artnership  with  his 
brother  Sanford,  a dealer  in  crockery,  in  the  old 
David  Le  b'avour  building,  at  the  corner  of  Alain 
and  High  streets,  thence  moving  to  the  corner  of 
Alain  and  North  Alain  streets.  'I'hc  two  brothers 
remained  in  the  latter  location  until  Jan.  i,  1855, 
when  they  removed  to  the  .Almy  building,  built  l)v 
their  father  at  the  West  end  of  Alain  street  bridge. 
Here  they  continued  in  the  same  line  until  .August, 
1893,  when  they  retired  from  active  business.  Job 
.Almy  was  a good  type  of  the  olden  time  Pawtucket 
merchant.  He  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 
Providence.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican. 

(.)n  -Aug.  18,  1847.  Job  .Almy  was  married 
to  Alary  .Allyn  .Abell,  who  was  born  in  Pawtucket, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  .Asenath  (Staples)  .Abell. 
Their  wedding  was  an  unusual  one.  Airs.  Almy 
having  been  one  of  three  sisters,  daughters  of  Rob- 
ert .Abell,  all  of  whom  were  married  the  same  even- 
ing. in  Baltimore,  Aid.,  by  Rev.  Air.  Bailey,  tbe 
other  two  brides  being  Elona  S.  .Abell,  who  became 
the  wife  of  James  P.  Jenks.  and  Rebecca  I'.  .Abell, 
who  married  H.  .Augustus  Kendall.  Airs.  Almy 
died  at  her  home  on  Dec.  16.  1889,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Swan  T'oint  cemetery.  She  was  a noble 
Christian  woman,  devoted  to  her  family.  The  only 
child  of  this  union.  Aliss  Clara  Frances  .Almy,  was 
educated  in  the  Pawtucket  schools,  and  as  long 
as  her  parents  lived  devoted  herself  to  their  welfare. 
She  still  makes  her  home  on  George  street,  Paw- 
tucket, and  spends  her  summers  at  AA’atch  Hill. 

(\MH)  S.VNFORi)  .At.mv,  son  (M  .Andrew  and 
Clarissa,  and  brother  of  Job.  was  born  .April  14, 
1825.  in  the  town  of  Little  Com()ton.  R.  1.  When 
but  a boy  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re- 
moval to  Pawtucket,  and  in  1843  to  work- 

in  a sash  and  blind  business.  This  he  reliiKiuished 
to  engage  in  the  crockery  trade  with  his  brother  Joh 
.Almy,  and  in  this  business  they  continued  together 
until  their  retirement  from  active  business  life,  in 
1893.  Air.  Sanford  .Almy  was  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  known  citizens  of  Pawtucket.  He  had, 
like  his  brother,  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  passed  his  last  years 
caring  for  his  proi)erty.  and  that  of  several  other 
estates. 

On  Alay  8.  1851.  Air.  Sanford  .Almy  was  mar- 
ried to  Elfen  .Augusta  Carrique.  and  two  children 
blessed  the  union;  Ellen  Carrique  (deceased)  and 
Frederick  S.  Air.  .Almy  was  a lifelong  member 
of  the  Pawtucket  Business  Alen’s  .As.sociation.  He 
died  at  his  home  on  Summit  street.  Pawtucket.  R. 
E,  Nov.  3 or  4.  u)03. 

Airs.  Clarissa  (.Almy)  .Almy.  wife  of  Capt.  .An- 
drew and  mother  of  Job  and  Sanford,  was  a de- 
scendant of  the  original  William  .Almy,  mentioned 
above  as  the  first  representative  of  the  familv  m 
the  New  World.  Of  the  children  of  W'illiam  .Almy. 
there  is  record  of  four,  .Annis,  Christoidicr,  John 
and  Job,  and  Airs.  .Almy  was  descended  from  Job. 
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while,  as  stated,  her  husband  sprang  from  the  line 
of  Christopher. 

(II)  Job  Almy,  son  of  William,  married  i\Iary 
Unthank,  and  lived  in  the  towns  of  Portsmouth, 
Warwick  and  Providence,  R.  I.,  respectively.  He 
was  deputy  from  Warwick  in  1670  and  1672,  and 
assistant  in  1673,  1674  and  1675.  He  died  in  1684. 
His  children  were : William,  Christopher,  William 
(2),  Susanna,  Audry,  Deborah,  Catherine,  John, 
Mary  and  Job. 

till)  Job  Almy  (2),  son  of  Job,  born  March 
3,  1681,  in  Portsmouth,  married  Dec.  6,  1705, 
Bridget,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Mary  (Codding- 
ton)  Sanford,  and  they  were  residents  of  Tiverton, 
R.  I.  He  died  Jan.  25,  1767.  His  children  were: 
Job,  born  March  4,  1707;  Peleg,  Oct.  25,  1709; 
Mary,  June  20,  1711;  Eliphal,  Aug.  3,  1713; 
Bridget,  May  16,  1716;  Ann,  Jan.  28,  1718;  John, 
April  18,  1720;  Job,  IMay  16,  1722;  Del)orah, 
March  21,  1724. 

(IV)  John  Almy,  son  of  Job  and  Bridget,  mar- 
ried Hannah,  and  their  children  of  Tiverton  town 
record  were:  Saiiford,  born  Aug.  28,  1759;  Peleg, 
Jan.  8,  1761;  Bridget,  .Se[)t.  21,  1762;  John,  April 
16,  1764;  and  Cook,  Sept.  24,  1765.  The  mother 
of  these  died  in  1765. 

(V)  Sanford  Almy,  son  of  John  and  Hannah, 
born  Aug.  28,  1759,  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  married 
Sept.  27,  1781,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Pardon  and 
iMary  Gray.  Their  children  of  Little  Compton 
town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  were : George, 
born  July  7,  1782;  John,  July  17,  1783;  Hannah, 
March  20,  1785;  Frederick,  Nov.  20,  1786;  San- 
ford, Sept.  20,  1788;  Humphrey,  Aug.  27,  1790; 
Pardon,  June  t8,  1792;  Mary,  June  16,  1794:  An- 
gelina, Oct.  26,  1796;  Clarissa,  Aug.  24,  1799; 
Louisa,  Sept.  12,  i8ot  ; Lydia,  March  7,  1804; 
John  C.,  Nov.  19,  t8o7;  and  Fanny  F.,  Alarch  14, 
1810. 

(VI)  Clarissa  Almy,  born  Aug.  24,  1799,  mar- 
ried Capt.  Andrew  Almy. 

RICHARD  WRIGHT  CLE^IENCE,  of 
Greenville,  town  of  Smithfield,  a well  known  and 
substantial  citizen,  is  a descendant  of  an  old  family 
of  Rhode  Island,  the  earlier  records  of  which  are 
set  forth  in  the  sketch  of  Stei)hcn  H.  Clemence, 
elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

Reuben  Amey  Clemence,  father  of  Richard  W., 
was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Glocester,  in  which  town  he  was  l)orn 
June  II,  1822,  and  received  a district  school  edu- 
cation. He  learned  carpentry  with  his  father,  and 
followed  that  trade  for  many  years,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  and  one-half  years  spent  in  the 
town  of  Smithfield,  his  entire  life  was  passed  in  his 
native  town.  His  latter  years  he  devoted  to  farm- 
ing, and  he  died  Aug.  ii,  1901,  on  the  farm  where 
he  was  born,  and  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on 
the  farm  adjoining  where  his  son  Daniel  M.  now 


resides.  Mr.  Clemence  was  a keen  business  man, 
and  was  a successful  and  well  known  dealer  in 
cattle,  buying,  selling  and  trading.  He  accumu- 
lated a large  property  for  one  engaged  in  his  line. 
In  political  faith  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was 
prominent  in  the  public  life  of  Glocester,  serving 
as  a member  of  the  town  council  and  representing 
the  town  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1857  and 
1886.  He  was  a man  of  splendid  business  judg- 
ment, strictly  honest  in  his  dealings,  a fact  so  gen- 
erally recognized  that  he  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  settle  estates. 

Mr.  Clemence  was  married  Oct.  26,  1845, 
Elsa  IMann,  born  Sept.  13,  1824,  in  Smithfield, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anna  (Colwell)  IMann, 
and  she  died  March  28,  1895.  They  had  children 
as  follows:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  17,  1848, 
died  Aug.  31,  1851  ; Richard  Wright  was  born  June 
7,  1851;  Lydia  Ann,  born  Dec.  15,  1853,  married 
Daniel  A.  Smith  on  April  20,  1873,  and  resided  at 
Burrillville,  where  she  died  Dec.  12,  1887,  the 

mother  of  three  children,  Charles  R.  (deceased), 
Mary  E.  and  Burt  C. ; Daniel  IMann,  born  Eeb. 
18,  1857,  is  a farmer  and  resides  on  the  farm 
previously  mentioned,  in  Glocester.  Mention  of 
Daniel  Alann  Clemence  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  On  Aug.  20,  1876,  he  married  Ruth  A. 
Phillips,  and  has  three  children : George  W. ; 

IMabel  I.;  and  Ethel  iM.,  now  Mrs.  Otto  Newman, 
of  Manton. 

Richard  W.  Clemence  was  born  in  Glocester, 
and  was  reared  to  farm  work,  remaining  at  home 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  Meantime  he  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Glocester. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with  his  uncle, 
Hiram  Mann,  of  Smithfield,  and  for  a number  of 
years  was  engaged  as  a journeyman  carpenter,  in 
1890  taking  up  contract  work,  which  he  has  since 
followed,  winning  a reputation  as  a thorough,  con- 
scientious and  reliable  business  man.  Mr.  Clemence 
was  a resident  of  Glocester  until  1883,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Greenville,  and  has  since  resided  in  what 
was  known  as  the  Dr.  King  place,  which  he  pur- 
chased a few  years  ago.  He  has  made  a great 
many  improvements  on  the  property,  and  has  one 
of  the  attractive  homes  in  the  village.  On  Dec.  7, 
1872,  Mr.  Clemence  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Ella  IMaria  Brown,  a native  of  Glocester,  born 
Feb.  21,  1850,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Maria  A. 
(Ballou)  Brown. 

Mr.  Clemence  is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  bound 
by  party  ties,  voting  for  the  best  men  and  issues, 
lie  is  a trustee  of  the  Greenville  Public  Library, 
in  the  welfare  of  which  he  is  much  interested.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clemence  are  members  of  the  Universa- 
list  Church,  with  which  they  connected  themselves 
in  Wonsocket.  They  are  genial  and  companion- 
able people,  and  are  much  esteemed  and  respected. 
Their  home  is  a model  of  neatness,  and  a center  of 
unstinted  hospitality. 
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PECK.  The  Peck  family  has  long  been  promi- 
nent in  New  England,  and  in  Rhode  Island  mem- 
bers in  each  generation  have  proved  intelligent  and 
useful  citizens. 

(I)  Joseph  Peck,  baptized  in  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk, England,  came  to  Hingham,  Mass.,  in  1638, 
and  later  settled  in  Seekonk.  His  first  wife  was 
Rebecca  Clark. 

(II)  Capt.  Nicholas  Peck  resided  in  Seekonk. 
He  married  (first)  Mary  Winchester,  and  the 
Christian  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Rebeccah. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Peck  settled  on  Peck’s  Hill, 
between  W’arren  and  Bristol,  where  he  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land.  He  married  Elizabeth  Throop. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Peck  (2),  born  Sept.  12,  1698, 
remained  upon  the  homestead,  and  became  quite 
wealthy.  He  was  twice  married,  marrying  (first) 
Hannah  Wood,  of  Little  Compton,  and  (second) 
Hannah  Lain.  The  first  Mrs.  Peck  died  June  ii, 
1730,  and  the  second  Aug.  ii,  1756,  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  her  age.  Mr.  Peck  died  Eeb.  25,  1757.  His 
children  were;  Rebecca,  born  Sept.  26,  1721; 
John,  April  24,  1723;  Jonathan,  Jan.  4,  1724-25; 
Nicholas,  March  14,  1726-27;  Hannah,  Eeb.  20, 
1728-29;  Deborah,  Eeb.  23,  1732-33;  Elizabeth,  in 
1734;  Thomas,  June  24,  1736;  Sarah,  Feb.  ii, 
1737-38;  Lydia,  March  16,  1739-40;  Mary, .Dec. 
30,  1741;  Abigail,  i\Iay  ii,  1743;  Loring,  Jan.  19, 
1744-45;  and  Nathaniel,  Dec.  3,  1746. 

(V)  Jonathan  Peck,  born  Jan.  4,  1724-25,  re- 

sided upon  the  homestead.  He  was  an  active  and 
industrious  farmer.  He  accumulated  a large  landed 
interest  in  addition  to  that  left  him  by  his  father. 
He  married  June  2,  1757,  Mary  Throop,  of  Bristol, 
R.  1.  They  died,  respectively,  Oct.  7,  1797,  and 
Nov.  6,  1803,  Mrs.  Peck  reaching  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  Their  children  were : Abigail, 
born  Aug.  14,  1758;  Jonathan,  June  5,  1760; 

Nicholas,  May  6,  1762;  John,  March  2, 

1764;  Sarah,  Feb.  18,  1766;  Mary,  Sept.  28, 
1767;  William,  March  15,  1769;  Lydia,  March  16, 
1771;  Hannah,  Feb.  8,  1773;  Elizabeth,  Dec.  26, 
1774;  Anna,  Aug.  i,  1777;  and  Nancy,  Aug.  29, 

1779-  , , 

(VT)  John  Peck,  born  March  2,  1764,  first  mar- 
ried a Miss  I’atience  Turner,  and  for  his  second 
wife  wedded,  on  May  16,  1802,  Ann  Reynolds, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Reynolds.  To  the 
first  marriage  were  born : Jonathan,  John,  Emma 
and  Susan.  To  the  second  came  a family  of  five 
children,  born  as  follows:  W'illiam,  June  16,  1803; 
Henry,  Dec.  4,  1804;  Horace,  July  i,  1806;  (deorge 
Reynolds,  April  20,  1808;  and  Ann,  Jan.  25,  iiSio. 

(VH)  Horace  Peck,  born  July  i,  1806,  married, 
IMav  16,  1838,  Eliza  Throo]i  Cole,  daughter  of 
Luther  Cole.'  She  died  in  1867,  the  mother  of  six 
children;  (i)  Eliza  Throop  Cole,  born  Aug.  11, 
1839,  married  Ceorge  Smith  (mentioned  below). 
(2)  Helen  Louisa,  born  b'eb.  3.  1842,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years.  (3)  Susan  Emma,  born 
I'ulv  27,  1844,  married  Robert  Northam  Turner,  of 


Warren,  R.  1.  (4)  Annie  Smith,  born  Nov.  20, 

1846,  married  (deorge  Smith  \\’ebb,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  had  three  children : George  Smith,  born  Sept. 
2,  1873,  who  died  in  June,  1878;  Alice  Hathaway, 
born  Aug.  28.  1875,  who  died  Feb.  9,  1885;  and 
Gertrude  Vdiitaker,  born  Aug.  27,  1878.  (5) 

Abbie  Elizabeth,  born  i\Iay  17,  1852,  married  John 
Gordon,  of  Galesburg,  111.  (6)  Clara  Wheaton 

died  in  infancy.  Horace  Peck  married  (second) 
in  1872,  Airs.  Lydia  Judd,  who  survives  him.  He 
died  in  1889. 

Horace  Peck  was  a prosperous  farmer,  follow- 
ing that  calling  all  his  life,  and  lived  on  the  old 
original  Peck  farm,  having  inherited  his  share  and 
bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs.  He 
passed  all  his  life  on  that  farm.  He  was  always 
interested  in  public  matters,  and  was  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  town.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  lived  an  honor- 
able and  upright  life,  commanding  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  him. 

Smith.  (I)  Richard  Smith,  born  in  England 
1642-43,  married  early  in  1668,  moved  to  London 
July  8,  1672,  and  sailed  for  America  July  8,  1673. 
He  lived  in  Boston  until  removing  to  Bristol,  R.  L, 
Nov.  9,  1680.  He  died  at  Bristol  in  1696,  before 
inventory  of  April  13th.  His  inventory  is  filed  at 
Taunton.  His  wife,  Joyce,  said  to  be  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Joyce  Standish,  died  at  Bristol  in 
August,  1734,  aged  “about  ninety-five  years.”  They 
had  ten  children,  as  follows;  (r)  Hannah,  born 
Sept.  25,  1671,  in  England,  died  at  Bristol,  R.  L, 
Jan.  16,  1755  : she  married  July  19,  1(397,  V'ilham 
Eddy.  (2)  The  second  child  was  stillborn.  (3) 
Obadiah,  born  at  Boston,  died  young.  (4)  Esther, 
born  at  Boston,  died  young.  (5)  Benjamin,  born 
at  Boston,  died  young.  (6)  John,  born  at  Boston, 
died  young.  (7)  Joseph,  born  June  9,  1677 

(recorded  at  Boston),  married  Alercy  , and 

died  Dec.  30,  1707.  (8)  Nathaniel,  born  Alay  17, 

1681,  was  the  first  child  born  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Bristol.  (9)  Samuel  was  born  June  24,  1683,  at 
Bristol.  (10)  Daniel,  born  Alarc'h  2,  1687-88,  died 
Aug.  21,  1741.  He  married  Elizabeth  Cary,  born 
Alarch  7,  1(391-92,  who  died  Sept,  i,  1772. 

(II)  Samuel  Smith,  son  of  Richard,  was  born 
June  24,  1683,  at  Bristol,  and  died  Nov.  13  (or 
18),  1766.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  (perhaps) 
Placeter,  who  died  at  Bristol,  April  ir,  1744,  and 
for  his  second  he  married  Martha  (dladding 
(widow  of  John  Gladding,  Jr.),  who  died  June  6, 
1767.  His  children  were : Samuel,  born  Sept.  3, 
1706,  died  .Sept.  6.  1746:  he  married  Elizabeth 
Drown.  Sarah,  born  April  24.  1710,  died  Dec.  17, 
1738,  unmarried.  Elizabeth,  born  Alay  25,  1713, 
married  Jan.  29.  1733-34,  John  Lindsay.  Benjamin, 
born  July  2,  1716,  married  Alay  31,  1739,  Abigail 
Church.  Richard,  born  Alay  25,  1720,  died  Feb. 
6,  1793:  he  was  married  Dec.  24,  1741.  to  Lucretia 
Diman,  born  in  1720,  who  died  in  1790. 

(III)  Benjamin  .8mjth,  son  of  Samuel  and 


J944 


RHODE  ISLAND 


Sarali  (IMaceler)  Smith,  was  born  July  2.  1716, 
and  on  Hay  31.  1739,  married  Abigail  Cburcb. 
They  bad  children  ; (i  ) llenjamin,  born  March  i, 
1740.  died  ( )ct.  31,  1775.  in  bis  thirty-sixth  year. 
(2)  josiah,  born  June  7,  1742.  married  (tirst)  ,Ang. 
3.  1 7*' >4.  Eleanor  'Faylor,  daughter  of  Rev.  Rarna- 
bas  d'aylor.  (3)  Nathaniel,  born  Jan.  30,  1744-45. 
married  Oct.  27,  17^)8,  Parnell  Taylor,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Parnabas  Taylor.  (4)  Josei)h,  born  Aug.  25, 
1747.  married  May  13,  17O9,  Mollie  Miller,  daugh- 
ter of  Parnard  Miller,  of  Warren.  (5)  .Samuel, 
born  June  28,  1749,  died  Aug.  2.  1751.  The  mother 
of  these  died  Aug.  9,  1751,  and  P)enjamin  Smith 
married  ( )ct.  29,  1752,  Sarah  May,  who  died 
March  17,  1764.  Fie  ])assed  away  in  1754. 

(1\'J  Joseph  Smith,  horn  Ang.  25,  1747,  was 
married  .May  13,  1769,  to  .Mollie  Miller,  daughter 
of  Parnard  Miller,  of  Warren.  Their  children 
were:  Parnard,  born  .May  30,  1770;  Penjamin, 

.April  3.  1773:  Jose])!:,  July  19,  1775:  William, 
Dec.  12,  1777:  Fames,  .\.i)ril  2.  1780;  .\ntbonv,  Dec. 
2^^-  JO),  .\lay  28,  1789;  .Molly,  .May  28’,  1786: 

.^ally.  .\|)ril  23,  1789;  Eliza,  June  23,  1793. 

(\')  Parnard  .Smith,  son  of  Joseph  and  .Mollie, 
horn  .May  30.  1770,  died  I'eb.  ii,  1850.  He  was 
a judge  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas.  ( )n  .Sept. 
20.  1792,  he  married  Plizaheth  DeWolf,  daughter 
of  Capt.  .Mark  .Anthony  and  iflizabeth  DeW’olf. 
She  died  July  15.  1804.  the  mother  of  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  .Mark  .Anthony  DeWk,  born 
I'eb.  5.  1798:  I.nkey,  .April  5,  1800:  Samuel  DeW., 
born  June  30,  1802;  William;  and  Margaret. 

(VI)  Mark  .Anthony  DcA\'.  .Smith,  born  k'eb. 
5.  1798,  was  married  .Nov.  19.  1822,  to  Susan  Peck, 
daughter  of  John  Peck  and  his  first  wife  Patience 
(Turner),  and  two  children  came  to  this  union: 
Samuel  DeW.,  born  I'eb.  18,  1824,  who  died 

young;  and  (ieorge,  born  Jan.  18,  1826. 

(\41)  (ieorge  Smith  passed  awa}  June  26, 
i8()4.  in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  after  an  honorable 
and  useful  life.  He  was  l)orn  Jan.  18,  1826.  in 
Pristol.  where  he  became  a successful  farmer, 
living  in  the  district  which  was  annexed  to  Warren 
in  1873.  He  took  an  active  ])art  in  the  annexation 
movement  which  culminated  so  successfully  after 
nearly  a half  centnry  of  effort.  He  held  the  office 
of  town  councilman  in  his  native  town,  and  was 
also  elected  to  the  office  in  1875  Iw  the  electors  of 
Warren,  and  with  the  exception  of  five  years,  held 
the  office  continuouslv  until  his  decease.  .At  the 
time  of  his  decease  he  was  president  of  the  town 
conncil,  and  also  held  the  office  of  overseer  of  the 
])oor.  in  the  discharge  of  which  duties,  as  in  those 
])ertaining  to  the  town  council,  he  was  singularly 
faithful  and  efficient.  He  paid  strict  attention  to 
even  the  smallest  details  of  business,  which  ren- 
dered him  an  e.xceptionally  useful  public  official. 
'I'hough  in  feeble  health  for  many  months,  he  at- 
tended to  all  his  official  duties  up  to  within  a brief 
])eriod  of  his  decease,  with  an  energy  and  zeal  born 
of  wonderful  will  ])ower,  such  as  is  possessed  by 


few  individuals.  He  was  implicitly  trusted  in  the 
community,  and  was  worthv  of  the  confidence  be- 
stowed as  the  reward  of  strict  integritv  and  honest 
purpose.  His  memory  will  he  universally  re- 
spected and  revered  in  the  communit}’.  He  was  -.i 
director  in  the  b'irst  .National  Pank  for  years. 

While  not  denominational  in  his  religious  views. 
Air.  Smith  was  much  interested  in  Christian  life 
and  was  a Christian  himself.  He  married  Eliza 
Throop  Cole  Peck,  daughter  of  Plorace  and  Eliza 
Throo])  (Cole)  Peck,  and  they  had  four  children,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  .Mrs.  Smith  died  in  Feb- 
ruar}',  1893. 

.ALPERT  PECKH.AAI  (deceased),  who 
during  a long  and  useful  life  was  one  of  the  ])ro- 
gressive  business  men  and  agricultnrists  of  Little 
Compton,  R.  1.,  and  a well-known  and  re])resenta- 
tive  citizen  of  Newport  county,  was  horn  Eeb.  1, 
1840.  in  Middletown,  R.  1.,  and  was  a descendant 
of  one  of  New  England's  earliest  settled  families, 
being  descended  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
John  Peckham.  the  ])rogenitor  of  the  family  i i 
.America.  The  genealogv  of  the  family  is  given 
below  in  chronological  order. 

(I)  John  Pcckham.  the  first  of  the  name  in 
New  England,  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  New- 
port, R.  I.,  in  1638.  In  1641  he  was  made  a free- 
man, and  in  1648  he  was  one  of  the  first  ten 
male  members  of  the  1^'irst  Paptist  Church.  He 
w’as  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  who  was  Mary 
Clarke,  died  in  1648,  and  his  second  wife,  Eleanor, 
was  baptized  in  that  same  year.  Their  residence 
was  in  what  is  now  Aliddletown.  R.  I.,  and  John 
Peckham  there  died  in  i68t.  He  was  the  father 
of  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  and 
their  descendants  are  now  scattered  throughout 
the  Hnited  States. 

(II)  William  I’eckham,  youngest  son  of  John 
the  emigrant,  and  his  wife  Alary  Clarke,  was  born 
in  1647,  and  married  (first)  .Su.sannah  or  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Clarke.  Air.  Peckham  live<l 
in  New])ort.  R.  E.  and  was  deputy  to  the  General 
.Assembly  in  1696-98.  He  was  ordained  ])astor  of 
the  b'irst  Pajitist  Church  in  New])ort.  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  first  Paptist  minister  or- 
dained on  the  Continent,  and  he  was- the  fourth 
])astor  of  this  church.  His  second  wife  was  Phebe, 
daughter  of  William  Weeden.  She  died  in  Middle- 
town  in  1745.  His  children  Iiorn  to  the  first  mar- 
riage were;  William,  born  .Aug.  30.  1075  ; Samuel ; 
Alarv;  Phebe  and  Deborah.  There  was  a daugh- 
ter by  the  second  marriage. 

(HI)  Samuel  Peckham,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and  Alary  Wee- 
den, and  lived  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.  He  died  in 
1757.  Their  children  were:  Phoebe,  born  June 
21.  1715:  Elizabeth,  Feb.  6.  1717:  Samuel.  Oct.  7. 
i7i();  James,  Nov.  13,  1721;  Alary,  .April  13, 
1723;  b'reelove,  Dec.  30.  1725:  and  William,  1727. 

(I\')  M’illiam  Peckham,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
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in  1727.  married  C)ct.  5.  1758.  Sarali,  horn  Oct.  24, 
1731,  daughter  of  Joshua  Peckham,  and  thcv  re- 
sided in  Middletown.  R.  I.,  where  he  was  a large 
land  owner,  and  extensively  engaged  in  fanning. 
Their  children  were;  Joshua,  horu  June  18.  1759: 
Augustus.  Jan.  6.  1761:  Felix;  Wiiliam ; William 
(2)  ; and  (lideon.  horn  in  1782. 

( A ) Ciideon  Peckham.  son  of  W illiam  and  Sa- 
rah Peckham.  was  horn  at  the  old  Peckham  liome- 
stead  in  1782.  He  made  a business  of  farming 
and  stock  raising,  to  which  he  devoted  all  his  ac- 
tive years,  owning  and  cultivating  a tract  of  114 
acres,  uiion  which  he  made  his  ])ermanent  home. 
Mr.  Peckham  was  a large  man,  standing  si.x  feet 
in  his  stockings,  and  weighing  215  pounds.  His 
religious  connection  was  with  the  l-'irst  P.a])tist 
Church  of  Newport,  but  on  account  of  some  diffi- 
culty he  with  others  withdrew  and  founded  the 
Christian  Paptist  Church  of  iM  iddletown.  of  which 
lie  remained  a strong  and  liberal  supporter  until 
his  death,  and  served  as  a deacon  of  the  same  for 
a numh.er  of  years.  He  endeavored  to  carry  his 
Christian  jirinciples  into  every  relation  'if  life,  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  24.  1854,  on  his 
farm,  was  regarded  as  a distinct  loss  to  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Peckham  married  Cynthia  Parker, 
of  iMiddletown.  a woman  noted  for  her  high  Chris- 
tian character.  To  this  union  the  following  chil- 
<lren  were  born;  Penedict.  born  Oct.  19,  i8o5: 
John  C.,  b'eb.  16,  1808;  Elizabeth.  April  23,  1811  : 
Cynthia  A..  Jan.  16,  1813:  Malinda,  i\lay  24,  1815; 
Cideon  P..  May  16,  1817;  Hosea,  Oct.  14,  1819 
(died  in  infancy)  ; Hosea  (2),  Dec.  14,  1821;  Na- 
thaniel. Aug.  27,  1823;  Sarah.  June  13,  1826: 
James  W..  Aug.  to,  1828;  Adelia,  IMay  3,  1830; 
and  I’hilij)  iMason,  Jan.  i,  1833. 

(\^1)  Ciideon  Parker  Peckham,  son  of  Cideon, 
and  father  of  Albert  Peckham.  was  born  in  i\Iid- 
<lletown,  R.  I.,  i\lay  16,  1817.  and  married  Nov. 
15.  1838.  Charlotte  S.  Peckham.  born  Nov.  ii, 
1817.  daughter  of  Samuel  Peckham.  Some  years 
after  his  marriage,  in  about  1853.  he  with  his  fam- 
ily removed  to  Westjiort,  Mass.,  where  they  made 
their  home  the  rest  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Peckham  en- 
gaging in  agricultural  ]nirsuits.  Their  children 
were;  Albert,  born  I'eb.  t,  1840:  Jacob  Stockman, 
Dec.  19,  1841  (died  in  Fair  Haven,  iMass.)  ; Mar- 
garet Sabrina.  iMay  i,  1843  (resides  in  Lewiston, 
Maine,  unmarried)  ; Samuel  Arthur.  iMarch  6,  1845 
(died  at  Westport,  iMass.)  ; Frederick  Henry,  Feb. 
22,  1846  (died  in  Lewiston,  Maine)  : Jose])h 
Crocker,  iMarch  12,  1848  (died  at  Adamsville,  R. 
I.)  : Julia  Ann,  Aug.  3,  1849  (died  in  Middletown, 
R.  I.,  unmarried):  Willard  Parker,  Aug.  ii,  1851 
(resides  at  Long  Plain,  iMass.)  : Charlotte  Amanda. 
March  8.  1853  (married  Zoeth  Stubbs,  and  they 
reside  in  Providence,  R.  1.)  ; Edith  iMaria,  March 
5.  1854  (is  the  widow  of  Robert  (Olds,  and  resides 
in  I'all  River,  iNfass.)  ; Amelia  Dewey,  )\Iarch  6, 
i860  (married  FTederick  S.  Chapman,  now  de- 
ceased, and  she  resides  in  Lewiston.  Maine)  ; and 


Amos  Lincoln,  March  i,  1861  (married  Harriet 
( ).  Clark,  and  they  reside  in  Jamestown.  R.  I.). 

• (\  II)  Albert  Peckham,  son  of  Cideon  P.  Peck- 
ham, was  horn  in  Middletown,  R.  1.,  Feh.  1,  1840. 
and  was  still  a mere  youth  when  taken  to  Westport. 
iMa.ss.,  by  his  ])arents.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  tlie  public  schools,  after 
which  he  attended  Ifast  Creenwich  .\cademy.  Fie 
worked  with  his  father  from  an  earlv  age  until 
1868,  when  he  came  to  Little  Compton.  R.  I.,  and 
inirchased  the  Penjamin  Crinnell  tract  of  100  acres 
on  the  A est  iMain  road,  which  he  grcatlv  improved, 
until  it  became  one  of  the  finest  of  the  section, 
erecting  barns  and  other  buildings,  and  cultivating 
the  land  to  a high  state  of  fertility.  He  also  built 
large  green-houses  for  the  growing  of  earlv  vege- 
tables, ])lants,  etc.,  finding  a ready  market  for  his 
jiroduce  in  Newport.  Fall  River  and  other  ])laces. 
Resides  the  many  improvements  he  added  to  this 
tract  he  also  purchased  140  acres  adjoining  the 
original  tract.  iMr.  Peckham  was  ably  assisted  by 
his  sons,  who  were  his  partners  in  his  enter])rises, 
and  he  was  also  very  extensively  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business,  keeping  a large  hard  of  cattle  for 
that  purpose.  He  was  a man  of  energv  and  pro- 
gressive ideas,  and  by  hard  work  made  a success 
of  every  enterprise  which  he  undertook.  His  re- 
ligious belief  was  that  of  the  Pajitist  Church,  and 
in  ])olitical  faith  he  was  a firm  believer  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  jiarty,  and  for  several 
years  served  as  tax  collector  of  Little  Com]4on. 
i\lr.  Peckham  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Little 
Compton,  Jan.  2,  1906,  and  in  his  death  his  fam- 
ily lost  a devoted  and  affectionate  husband  and 
father,  and  the  community  one  of  its  substantial 
and  respected  citizens.  i\lr.  Peckham's  r-emains 
re.st  in  the  Pleasant  \’iew  cemetery,  Adamsville, 
Rhode  Island. 

On  Oct.  28,  1862,  i\Ir.  Peckham  was  married 
at  Westport,  Mass.,  to  Charlotte  I'.  Prightman, 
born  at  Providence,  R.  L.  Se]4.  28,  1842.  daughter 
of  Rufus  and  Phebe  Paker  (Allen)  Prightman, 
and  granddaughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Deborah  ( Pot- 
ter) Ilrightman  and  Stephen  and  Hannah  (Paker) 
.Mien.  ]\lrs.  Peckham  died  Jan.  28,  1908.  in  Little 
Compton.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were 
as  follows;  Laura  Frances,  Cideon  Parker.  Ru- 
fus I'ranklin,  William  .-Mbert,  Lidora  Louise  and 
Walter  Everett.  Of  the  children  born  to  ]\lr.  and 
Mrs.  .Albert  Peckham. 

(N'lll)  L.\uk.\  b'K.\.xcK.s  Pkckiiam,  born  Eeb. 
27.  1864.  married  Lemuel  Sisson,  of  Little  Com])- 
ton,  who  is  mentioned  in  full  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  They  have  had  children  as  follows ; Levi 
W.,  horn  Jan.  10.  1895  ( April  23,  1896)  ; Al- 
bert Peckham,  b'eb.  11,  1897;  Sidney.  I'eb.  2.  1900: 
.Mice  Teele,  March  10.  1902:  Ida  May,  Sept.  30. 
1904:  and  Thomas,  Dec.  24,  1906. 

(\'H1)  Cideon  P.\rker  Peckii.\.m,  born  Oct. 
30,  1866.  married  Lillian  iMay  Taber,  daughter  of 
Theodore  Taber,  and  they  have  four  children ; 
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Charlotte  Brightman,  born  ]\Iarch  25,  1896;  Law- 
rence Theodore,  Sept.  14,  1900;  Bessie  Louise, 
Aug.  2,  1904:  and  Everett  Barker,  July  30,  1906. 
Mr.  Peckhain  is  engaged  in  fanning  and  market 
gardening,  and  makes  his  home  in  Fall  River,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

(VTII)  Rufus  FK.\NKr,ix  Peckiiam,  born  July 
3,  1868,  was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  home  farm,  where  he 
has  continued  in  the  business  enterprises  founded 
by  his  father,  whose  ])artner  he  was  until  the  latter’s 
death.  He  is  a Republican  in  ])olitics,  and  attends 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Peckham 
married  Nov.  4,  1892,  Esther  Idella  Hambly, 
daughter  of  James  Otis  Hambly,  of  Tiverton,  R. 
L,  and  she  died  July  28,  1904,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren : Rufus  Brightman,  born  June  i,  1894;  James 
Otis,  INlarch  5,  1896;  and  Esther  Idella,  May  22, 
1900. 

(VTII)  \\'illia:m  Aluert  Peckitam,  born  July 
17,  1870,  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  at 
Kingston  Agricultural  College,  and  was  also  a 
partner  of  his  father’s  until  the  latter’s  death,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  business 
on  the  home  farm  with  his  brother,  Rufus  Frank- 
lin. He  is  also  a Republican,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  In  religious  matters 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  VIethodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  married  Sept.  16,  1897,  to  Inez 
Eveline  Vlaxwell,  born  at  Rindge,  N.  IT,  daughter 
of  Henry  F.  and  Luthera  A.  (Parmenter)  Vlax- 
well.  Mrs.  Peckham  was  a teacher  in  the  schools 
of  Little  Com|)ton  for  several  years  ])rior  to  her 
marriage.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union;  Raymond  Maxwell,  born  July  31,  1899; 
Frances  Certrude,  Feb.  3,  1902;  and  Bernard  Mau- 
rice, May  31,  1903. 

(VTII)  Lidora  Louise  Peckham,  born  Sept. 
2,  1872,  married  Nov.  4,  1897,  William  N.  Sisson, 
son  of  John  Sisson,  of  Little  Compton,  and  he  is 
engaged'  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  Ephraim 
Sisson  farm.  They  have  one  daughter,  Charlotte 
Peckham  Sisson,  born  June  21,  1902. 

(VIII)  Walter  Everett  Peckham,  born  Oct. 
22,  1874,  is  engaged  in  the  milk  business  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.  He  married  June  8,  1898,  Carrie  E. 
B.  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Boston,  daughter  of 
George  H.  and  Sophia  S.  L.  (Brown)  Rogers,  of 
Fall  River.  They  have  no  children. 

EDGAR  W.  MARTIN,  president  of  the  Mar- 
tin-Copeland  Company,  Providence,  is  a son  of 
Darius  and  Ardelia  (Cornell)  Martin,  and  was 
born  July  5,  1852,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  1.  His  father 
removed  to  New  York  when  Edgar  was  a mere 
boy,  and  when  he  was  about  seven  years  of  age  his 
father  died,  vdien  his  mother  brought  him  back  to 
his  native  State. 

VIr.  Vlartin  was  educated  wholly  in  the  public 
schools  of  Providence,  attending  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  or  until  within  one  year  of  his  grafl- 


uation.  He  then  began  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  to  the  jewelry  business,  with  Saxton,  Smith 
& Co.,  following  this  for  a period  of  four  years  with 
the  same  firm,  working  at  the  bench,  and  one  year 
in  the  same  line  of  work  for  William  Smith  & Co., 
making  eight  years’  experience,  in  all,  at  the  bench. 
In  May,  1880,  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Martin,  Copeland  & Co.,  his  uncle,  Sylvester  Vlar- 
tin, 4he  senior  member,  being  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  firm  on  its  organization  in  1880. 
Although  Sylvester  Vlartin  retired  from  this  firm 
long  age,  the  firm  retained  the  name  until  V larch, 
1905,  when  it  was  incorporated  as  Vlartin-Cope- 
lanci  Company,  with  VIr.  Vlartin  as  president.  The 
company  has  offices  in  New  York,  Chicago  and 
San  Francisco.  The  product  includes  solid  gold 
chains,  seamless  plain  rings,  spectacles,  eyeglasses 
and  lenses.  VIr.  Vlartin  is  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  V'acht  Club,  and  of  the  Jewelers’  Club,  of 
Boston,  Vlassachusetts. 

On  June  27,  1875,  VIr.  Vlartin  married,  in 
ITovidence,  Vliss  Lena  C.  Cornell,  daughter  of 
James  and  Ann  (Potter)  Cornell,  and  three  sons 
have  been  born  to  them,  namely : Laurence  C., 
vice-president  of  the  Vlartin-Copeland  Company, 
married  Rebecca  Fuller,  of  Providence,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Priscilla;  Wesley  C.  is  a student  at 
Yale,  class  of  1909;  and  E.  Cornell  is  at  home. 

SAVIUEL  DERBY  LEARNED,  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  Lincoln,  who  for  nearly 
forty  years  was  a resident  of  Lonsdale,  where 
he  was  master  mechanic  for  the  Lonsdale  Vlanu- 
facturing  Company,  died  Sept.  21,  1907.  He  was 
horn  in  the  town  of  Dublin,  N.  H.,  Oct.  ii.  1826, 
a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New 
England,  being  a descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion from  William  Learned,  the  progenitor,  the 
line  of  descent  being  as  follows,  the  Roman  nu- 
merals indicating  generations. 

(I)  William  Learned  appears  on  record  as  an 
inhabitant  of  Charlestown,  Vlass.,  in  1630.  He  was 
admitted  a freeman  Vlay  14,  1634.  His  name  and 
that  of  his  wife.  Goodeth,  are  the  first  two  on  the 
list  of  members  of  the  present  First  Church  of 
Charlestown.  He  was  a subscriber  to  the  town  or- 
ders from  Woburn  drawn  up  at  Charlestown  in 
1640;  was  one  of  the  seven  original  members  of 
the  church  in  Woburn ; was  one  of  the 
first  board  of  selectmen  and  also  served  as 
constable.  He  died  in  Woburn  Vlarch  i, 
1645-46,  leaving  a widow.  His  children  were: 
Sarah.  Bethia,  Mary,  Abigail,  Elizabeth  and  Isaac. 

(II)  Isaac  Learned,  son  of  William,  married 
at  Woburn,  Vlary,  daughter  of  Isaac  Stearns,  of 
Watertown.  VIr  Learned  removed  to  Chelms- 
ford probably  in  1652,  and  there  died  in  1657.  His 
children  were;  Vlary,  Hannah,  William,  Sarah, 
Isaac  and  Benoni. 

(III)  Benoni  Learned,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Nov. 
29,  T^57.  in  Chelmsford.  Vlass.,  married  at  Sher- 
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born,  ]\Iass.,  June  i8,  1680.  Mary  Fanning,  born 
Oct.  27,  1662,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Daniel)  Fanning,  who  died  Oct.  14,  1688,  and 
he  married  (second)  Sarah  Wright,  of  Sudbury, 
IMass.,  who  was  received  into  the  church  in  1690. 
She  died  Jan.  25,  1736-7.  IMr.  Learned  was  the 
second  deacon  of  the  church.  He  was  constable  in 
1682;  selectman  in  1690,  1693,  1695,  1697,  1700 
and  1710.  He  was  early  in  Sherborn,  and  was 
one  of  the  signers  to  a petition  on  the  settlement 
of  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  meeting-house,  to 
enable  the  people  to  settle  Mr.  Daniel  Gookin,  Oct. 

3.  1680.  In  1699  he  was  on  a committee  for  laying 
out  lots : was  for  twelve  years  selectman,  etc. 
“The  excellent  Renoni  Learned,”  says  Rev.  Mr. 
Morse,  “served  Sherbourne  as  treasurer,  select- 
man, representative  in  the  General  Court,  and  for 
a long  period  in  its  early  history  his  name  is  con- 
spicuous, and  it  is  evident  that  he  was  a man  of 
sound  and  consistent  piety.”  He  died  April  10, 
1738.  His  second  wife  was  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Edward  Wright,  of  Sudbury.  His  children  were: 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  i.  1681-2;  Benjamin,  born  Aug. 
T5,  1686:  Mary,  born  Oct.  lo,  1688;  Hannah,  born 
Sept.  16,  1690;  Sarah,  born  May  3,  1692;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  28,  1694 ; John,  born  May  2,  1696 ; 
Tabitha,  born  March  19,  1698;  Abigail,  born  July 

4,  1700;  Thankful,  born  Aug.  t,  1702;  Edward, 
born  Dec.  2.  1705;  and  Bathsheba,  born  May  3, 
1708. 

('IV)  Edward  Learned,  born  Dec.  2,  1705, 
married  Dec.  25.  1728,  Sarah,  born  Aug.  13,  1710. 
daughter  of  Henrv  jmd  Mary  (Morse)  Leland,  of 
Sudbury,  Mass.  She  died  May  17,  1736,  and  he 
married  (second)  in  1737,  Abigail  Morse,  of  Sud- 
bury. She  died  Sept.  22.  1743,  at  the  birth  of  a 
child,  and  he  married  (third)  Aug.  23,  1748,  Sa- 
rah Fuller,  of  Newton,  born  Oct.  to,  1720,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Jonathan  Fuller.  She  died  Jan.  ti. 
1783,  and  he  Sept.  9,  1773.  Mr.  Learned  inherited 
the  homestead,  was  selectman  in  1743.  captain  in 
T730  and  in  1733.  His  children  were:  Marv.  born 
Sept.  t8,  T729:  Sarah,  born  Jan.  t8.  1733:  Daniel, 
born  April  30.  1734:  John,  born  March  ^o.  17^8; 
.\bigail,  born  Sept.  28,  17.39:  Benjamin,  born  Jan. 
23.  T74T : Abigail,  born  Sept.  22,  1743 ' Edward, 
born  Inly  t8.  1749:  Esther,  born  Mav  26,  1731; 
Jonathan,  born  April  21.  1733;  Daniel,  born  March 
t6,  1733:  Elizabeth,  baptized  Dec.  26.  1736:  Anna, 
born  Jan.  14,  1739;  Samuel,  born  Dec.  T2,  1760: 
Pattv.  born  Oct.  2,  1762;  and  Amos. 

(V)  Benjamin  T.earned,  born  Jan.  23.  T74T, 
married  April  tt.  1763.  Elizabeth,  born  in  T742. 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Wilson,  of  Sturbridge.  She 
died  March  T2.  1771.  and  he  married  (second) 
Margaret  Swain,  of  Peterboro,  N.  H.,  who  died 
Jan.  t6,  t8t8.  Mr.  T.earned  was  a farmer  and  a 
man  of  great  physical  strength.  He  served  in  the 
old  Erench  war.  He  removed  to  Dublin,  N.  H.. 
in  T767.  where  he  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  an  office  he  retained  until  his 


death,  .Se])t.  3.  t8i8,  wdien  he  was  aged  nearly 
eighty  years.  His  children  were:  John  Wilson, 
born  Feb.  20,  1766;  Benjamin,  .Sept.  23,  1767; 
Samuel,  June  2,  1770  (died  I'eb.  19.  1771)  ; Eli. 
.\ug.  7,  1772:  Moses,  A])ril  12.  1774;  Joseph, 
March  2,  1776  (died  Aug.  12,  1777)  ; Abigail.  Oct. 
9’  1777  (died  Dec.  9,  1817)  ; Amos,  Sept,  i,  1780; 
Betsey.  June  7,  1782  (died  March  19,  1839)  ; Thad- 
deus,  June  19,  1784;  Jesse,  July  23,  1786  (died 
iMarch  19,  1853);  David,  June  14,  1789;  Reuben, 
July  20,  1791  (died  May  6,  1792)  ; Polly,  iMarch 
20,  1793;  and  Samuel,  April  3,  1796. 

(VI)  John  Wilson  Learned,  born  Feb.  20, 
1766.  married  March  2,  1797,  Hannah  Wright, 
born  March  it,  1763,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Twitchell)  Wright,  and  graddaughter  of  Jo- 
seph Twitchell.  He  settled  first  on  lot  14,  Range 
73.  then  moved  to  Lot  9,  Range  4,  the  homestead 
where  he  died  in  his  ninety-second  year.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Persis.  born  Dec.  3,  1797;  Hervey, 
May  24.  1799:  Eliza,  Feb.  2,  t8oi  : Ira,  March  2, 
1803  (died  March  23,  1803)  ; Calvin.  March  23. 
1804;  Hannah,  July  ii,  1806;  and  John  Wilson, 
Sept.  6.  t8o8. 

(VH)  Hervey  Learned,  born  May  24.  1799. 
married  Dec.  20.  1823.  Elvira  Derby,  born  Dec.  8. 
t8o6,  daughter  of  Samuel  Derby,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  .Samuel  Derby  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1826: 
Betsv  iMarv  Ann,  born  Sept.  13,  1828.  in  Walpole, 
N.  H.,  died  June  29,  1830,  in  Dublin  : Hervey  Dex- 
ter, born  June  29,  1830,  married  and  resides  in  Do- 
ver. Del.:  Franklin  Dana,  born  Nov.  13,  1831.  died 
near  Los  Angeles,  Cal. : Betsy  Mary  Ann  ( 2).  born 
Dec.  T2,  1833.  is  a resident  of  Dover,  Del.:  Web- 
ster Dennis,  born  Dec.  t6,  1836.  resides  near  Dover, 
Del.:  Adam  Darius,  born  Jan.  17,  1838,  served  in 
the  Federal  army,  and  died  in  Texas  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  war;  Lovisa  Viola,  born  Nov.  9,  1839. 
resides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Lewis  Dudley,  born 
Sept.  TT.  T84T,  was  killed  in  the  engagement  at 
Cedar  Creek  during  the  Civil  war:  IMarion  Deroy, 
born  Nov.  to,  T843,  resides  in  California:  Elea- 
nora  Martin,  born  Sept.  8,  T843.  married  George 
Adams,  and  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Willard 
Duren,  born  Oct.  20.  T847,  resides  in  Tropico, 
Cal. : and  Henrv  Dwight,  born  Dec.  28,  T849,  re- 
sides on  the  homestead  farm  at  Dublin,  N.  H. 
Hervey  Learned  was  a farmer,  and  made  his  home 
in  the  town  of  Dublin,  N.  H.,  on  his  T6o-acre  farm. 
There  he  died  in  his  ninety-third  year  and  there 
was  buried.  In  politics  he  \vas  a Republican,  and 
served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  selectmen.  He 
was  a regular  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  was  a member. 

(^^HT)  Samuel  Derbv  Learned,  son  of  Henry, 
born  Oct.  tt,  T826,  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive locality,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
started  work  as  a farm  laborer  for  twelve  dollars 
per  month.  Later  he  removed  to  Walpole,  N.  H.. 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  at  which 
he  continued  to  engage  until  T869,  when  with  his 
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wife  and  family  he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  locating 
at  Lonsdale,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Lincoln. 
He  secured  employment  in  the  shops  of  the  Lons- 
dale ^Manufacturing  Company,  and  with  this  firm 
he  continued  to  work  for  thirty-four  years,  being 
promoted  from  jjosition  to  ])Osition  until  he  held 
that  of  master  mechanic,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
serving  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  June  17,  1903. 
Mr.  Learned  possessed  many  sterling  characteris- 
tics, among  these  being  settled  convictions  con- 
cerning personal  and  ])olitical  integrity,  a manly 
dignity  of  character,  an  honesty  of  purpose  and  a 
feeling  of  public  spirit  which  did  credit  to  a rep- 
resentative of  the  old  and  honored  Learned  fam- 
ily. He  was  a Roosevelt  Republican  in  politics,  and 
had  served  in  numerous  ])ositions  in  the  tt)wn.  of- 
fices conferred  upon  him  l)y  his  fellow  citizens  on 
account  of  his  ability  and  sterling  character.  He 
filled  the  office  of  probate  judge  for  four  years  in 
Lincoln,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil for  fourteen  years,  and  a member  of  the  board 
of  assessors  for  one  term.  He  w’as  a member  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  ves- 
tryman and  warden,  holding  the  last  office  for 
over  a (juarter  of  a centur\-,  Sunday-school  teacher 
for  many  years,  and  su|)crintendent  for  a few 
years,  also  having  served  as  su])erintendent  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  \\’al])ole  ])revious  to  his 
removal  to  Lonsdale. 

( )n  Aug.  5.  1852.  Samuel  Derby  Learned  was 
united  in  marriag^'  with  Cvnthia  1*.  W'oollev,  born 
.\])ril  29,  1833.  in  Westmoreland,  X.  IL,  daughter 
of  Elias  S.  and  Prudence  (Wetherell)  Woolley, 
and  they  celebrated  their  (lolden  WAdding  .\ug.  5. 
ut02.  Mrs.  Learned  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  in 
])ossession  of  all  her  faculties.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a Christian  woman 
of  many  charities.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  Hr.  and  iMrs.  Learned:  (1)  Charles 
Hollis,  horn  May  16,  1857,  was  educated 

in  the  schools  of  Lonsdale  and  Scholfield’s 
Pusiness  College,  and  is  now  an  architect  surveyor 
and  resides  at  home.  He  is  a member  of  Christ 
Einscopal  Church,  being  a vestryman  thereof,  as 
well  as  treasurer ; is  a Rei)ublican  in  ])olitics,  and 
was  Senator  from  the  town  of  Lincoln  in  1903 : 
and  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  T,  ( ).  O.  E, 
He  married  Eva  Hawkins,  daughter  of  George 
Hawkins.  (2)  Leslie  E.,  horn  Oct.  21,  1865,  was 
educated  at  Brown  I’niversity,  studying  theology, 
and  is  now  an  ordained  Ei)iscopalian  minister,  hav- 
ing a charge  at  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey.  He  mar- 
ried h'anny  T.  Alwyn,  and  to  them  there  have  been 
horn  two  children:  Kenneth  Alwyn  and  IMar- 
garet  Derbv.  (3)  Lewis  Dudley,  twin  of  Leslie  E., 
horn  Oct.  21.  1865.  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Tdncoln,  Bryant  & Stratton's  Business  College. 
Providence,  and  is  paymaster  at  the  A.shton  iMill  of 
the  T.onsdale  Company.  He  is  a member  of  St. 
lohn's  Episcopal  Church,  and  like  his  father  and 
brothers  is  very  active  therein,  being  warden,  clerk 


and  trustee.  His  ])olitical  belief  is  that  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  married  Annie  S.  Berry. 

IMr.  Learned  resided  with  his  family  in  their 
comfortable  home  in  Lonsdale,  enjoving  all  the 
blessings  that  come  after  a long,  well-spent  life. 
His  widow,  like  himself,  is  firmly  entrenched  in  the 
good  will  of  the  residents  of  the  vicinity  in  which 
together  they  sj^ent  so  many  years. 

HENRY  CHARLES  ^IcDCFE  (deceased), 
who  for  a number  of  years  was  engaged  in  business 
in  Darlington,  and  wbo  served  the  city  for  some 
years  in  official  positions,  was  born  Sept.  7.  1859, 
in  Pawtucket,  iMass.,  now  Rhode  Island,  son  of 
James  iMcDufif,  a native  of  County  Tyrone.  Ireland. 

Mr.  iMcDufif  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  A.  G.  .Scliolfield's  Commercial  College. 
I’rovidence.  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876. 
IMr  one  year  he  was  bookkee])er  for  I).  C.  Wood, 
hatter  and  furrier,  of  Providence,  and  in  1879 
became  bookkec])er  to,  and  later  traveling  salesman 
for.  the  Warmbeck  Lumber  Com]iany.  lumber 
dealers  of  Providence,  with  whom  he  learned  the 
l)usiness.  In  1889  Mr.  iMcDufif  opened  a lumber 
yard  at  No.  466  Cottage  street.  Darlington,  a sub- 
urb  of  Pawtucket,  and  in  this  business  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
.\pril  20.  1896.  He  was  the  first  to  establish  him- 
self in  business  in  this  section,  which  was  then  on 
the  outskirts  of  Pawtucket  and  completely  beyond 
tbe  business  portion  of  the  city,  but  before  bis 
death  Mr.  McDufif  saw  that  section  growing,  into 
a thriving,  busy  community.  * In  addition  to  his 
lumber  business  he  was  interested  in  the  City  Coal 
Company  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

Mr.  McDuff  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  served  the  old  town  of  Pawtucket,  after 
the  consolidation,  as  clerk,  moderator  and  warden 
of  the  Eastern  District,  and  in  1886-87  represented 
the  Second  ward  in  the  city  council.  He  was  fra- 
ternally connected  with  the  New  Ifngland  Order  of 
Protection.  He  was  a member  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  gave  liberally  of  bis 
means.  He  was  a kindly,  genial  man.  generous 
to  a fault,  and  no  worthy  appeal  for  help  failed  to 
find  a ready  listener  in  him. 

On  Oct.  24.  1888,  iMr.  McDuff  was  married  to 
iMiss  Sarah  H.  O’Brien,  of  Clinton,  iMass.,  daugh- 
ter of  iMartin  and  Nancy  ( Rhynne)  O’Brien,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  cbildren  as  follows : Alice, 
born  Dec.  29,  1889,  died  in  infancy;  Henry  C.,  Jr., 
born  Jan.  31.  1891.  attends  the  Pawtucket  high 
school:  Madeline  C.,  born  Nov.  23.  1893,  is  at 
borne. 

J()HN  RAI)EC)R1),  one  of  Newport’s  enter- 
])rising  and  successful  business  men,  has  been  a 
resident  of  tbe  city  since  1882,  when  he  came  to 
this  country  from  his  native  England,  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  for  generations. 
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George  Radford,  grandfather  of  John,  was  an 
English  fanner  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  His 
son,  George  Radford,  Jr.,  was  horn  in  England  in 
1808,  was  a gardener  by  occupation,  and  si)eni  his 
life  in  that  calling.  His  days  were  cut  short  in  his 
very  prime,  for  his  death  occurred  when  he  was  but 
forty-six  years  old.  He  left  a widow.  Airs.  Fanny 
(Hazel)  Radford,  daughter  of  John  llazel,  and  at 
present  a resident  of  Bristol,  England.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Radford  had  three  sons,  namely;  George,  a 
farmer  near  Bristol,  England ; Wdlluim,  who  was 
drowned  when  ten  years  old ; and  John. 

John  Radford,  l)orn  July  22,  1853,  in  Bristol,  at- 
tended school  in  that  place  until  he  was  nearly  ten 
years  old,  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  and  go  to 
work  to  help  his  mother,  h'or  several  years  he  was 
an  errand  boy  on  a farm,  but  when  he  grew  old 
enough  to  begin  learning  a trade  he  decided  to  be- 
come a mason,  and  went  to  work  under  W illiam 
X’owels,  at  Elaxbourton,  near  Bristol.  After  six 
years  with  him  Air.  Radford  began  working  on  his 
own  account,  and  continued  so  until  Alay,  1882, 
when  he  left  England  to  try  his  fortune  in  America. 
Sailing  from  Bristol  on  the  "Great  Western,"  he 
arrived  in  New  York  June  9,  1882,  after  a very 
rough  voyage  of  eighteen  days,  and  remained  there 
about  thi-ee  months.  Ble  easily  found  work  there 
as  a mason,  but  after  a short  time  moved  to  New- 
port, and  was  employed  by  the  late  Robert  Alcln- 
tosh.  After  six  and  a half  years  in  his  employ  Air. 
Radford  went  into  business  as  a contracting  ma- 
son on  his  own  account,  but  soon  formed  a part- 
nership with  Alexander  Booth,  under  tlie  firm  name 
of  Radford  & Booth.  This  association  lasted  for 
about  six  years,  until  1898,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved,  and  each  man  has  since  conducted  a 
business  of  his  own.  Air.  Radford  does  a general 
contracting  and  jobbing  business  and  has  met  with 
well-earned  success.  Among  the  masonry  in  New- 
port which  has  been  Iniilt  under  his  direction  is 
the  foundation  for  the  V'anderlhlt  ward  of  the  New- 
port Hospital,  as  well  as  many  of  the  sea-walls  at 
and  around  the  city,  and  of  the  mammoth  walls 
which  inclose  numbers  of  Newport's  beautiful 
summer  homes.  All  of  these  structures  reflect  the 
greatest  credit  upon  Air.  Radford's  workmanship. 

On  Dec.  24,  1879,  John  Radford  and  Laura 
Hughes,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Hughes,  were 
united  in  marriage.  To  them  have  been  born  four 
children:  (i)  George  William,  the  eldest,  is  em- 
ployed at  the  United  States  Government  torj^edo 
station  at  Newport.  He  married  Julia,  daughter  of 
George  A.  Eddy,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  two 
sons,  Eldred  and  Richard.  (2)  John  Henry,  the 
second  son.  is  a mason  employed  by  his  father.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Rife,  daughter  of  William  D. 
Rife,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  had  two  children, 
John  Henry  (who  died  in  infancy)  and  Eotta 
Louise.  (3)  Jose])h  Ho\vard  is  a mason  in  his  fa- 
ther’s employ.  (4)  Laura  Louise  is  still  in  school. 
The  familv  reside  in  a beautiful  home  on  Berkeley 


avenue,  known  as  "Laura  Cottage."  It  was  built 
in  1902,  and  is  the  scene  of  a wide  and  generous 
hospitality. 

Air.  Radford  has  for  a number  of  years  been 
very  actively  interested  in  fraternal  organizations, 
and  has  his  name  on  the  rolls  of  many  ortlers.  He 
belongs  to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  Al.; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  .A.  AI. ; DeBlois  Coun- 
cil, No.  5,  R.  & S.  Al. ; Washington  Commander}-. 
No.  4,  K.  T. ; Palestine  Temple,  Alystic  Shrine,  of 
Providence;  Court  AA'antcn,  No.  1x979.  Foresters 
of  America ; and  ( )ccan  Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  C).  U.  W. 
In  political  matters  he  takes  an  independent  stand. 

Air.  Radford  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  en- 
terprising business  men  of  Newport,  in  which  city 
he  enjoys  the  acciuaintance  of  a large  circle  of 
friends. 

HENR\  C.  SHERAIA.N,  a well-known  dairv 
farmer  and  extensive  land  owner  of  Aliddletown.  is 
descended  from  ancient  New  England  ancestr\-, 
being  a direct  descendant  of  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman, 
an  early  settler  'of  Portsmouth,  a founder  of  the 
Colony  there,  who  served  as  secretary  under  Wil- 
liam Coddington  as  governor,  and  whose  posterity 
became  distinguished  the  country  over;  and  from 
William  White,  one  of  the  passengers  in  the  his- 
toric "Mayflower.” 

h'rom  I’hillip  Sherman  the  lineage  of  Henry  C. 
Sherman  is  through  Samson,  Phillip  (2),  Phillip 
(3),  Dorcas,  Elijah  and  Elijah  (2).  These  genera- 
tions, in  detail  so  far  as  it  is  ])racticable  to  give, 
follow,  the  facts,  save  recent  generations,  being 
taken  mainly  from  the  account  of  the  family  writ- 
ten in  1887  by  Rev.  David  Sherman. 

Phillip  Sherman,  born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Ded- 
ham, England,  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  1.,  in  1687. 
He  was  the  son  of  Samuel,  grandson  of  Henry  (2) 
and  great-grandson  of  Henry,  the  latter  of  whom 
probably  removed  from  the  County  of  Suffolk  to 
Dedham,  as  he  bore  the  Suff’olk  coat  of  arms. 
Phillip  Sherman  married  Sarah  Odding,  and  about 
1633  came  to  New  Eugland,  settling  at  Roxbury, 
and  later  at  Portsmouth.  R.  1.,  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  government  there  in  1639,  he  being 
made  secretary  under  Coildington  as  governor.  He 
served  in  a number  of  other  official  capacities.  His 
children  were : Eber,  Sarah,  Peleg,  Alary,  Ed- 
mund, Samson,  AA'illiam,  John,  Alary,  Hannah. 
.Samuel,  Benjamin  and  Phillip. 

Sam.son  Sherman,  born  in  1642  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  1.,  died  there  in  1718.  He  married  Isabel  Trip, 
and  their  children  were:  Phillip,  Sarah,  Alice, 
Samson.  Abiel,  Isabel  and  Job. 

Phillip  Sherman  (2).  born  Jan.  16,  1676,  mar- 
ried April  12.  1699,  Alary,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Anthony,  and  their  children  were : Alary,  Abra- 
ham. Samson,  Philip,  Alice  and  Anthony. 

Phillip  Sherman  (3),  born  April  25.  1708,  mar- 
ried b'eb,  14.  1744,  Alice,  daughter  of  Abiel  Sher- 
man and  a cousin.  I'hey  had  a numerous  family 
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of  children,  among;  whom  were:  John,  Dorcas, 
Alice,  Sarah,  Ex])erience  and  Isabel.  Of  these, 
John  Sherman  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  as  a private  soldier  in  a Washington 
County  Company  in  the  Continental  Line,  for  which 
service  he  was  in  i8iy  granted  a pension  to  begin 
in  i8i8.  He  died  Dec.  15,  1830. 

Elijah  Sherman,  grandfather  of  Henry  C. 
Sherman,  married  Martlia  West,  and  their  children 
were:  Job,  Elijah,  William  G.,  Thomas  W.,  Jo- 
seph W.,  James  M.,  Elizabeth,  ]\Iary  Ann  and 
Dorcas.  Of  these,  Thomas  W.  became  a major- 
general  in  the  Luiited  States  army  and  a distin- 
guished officer  in  the  Civil  war. 

Elijah  Sherman  (2)  was  born  and  educated  in 
Newport.  He  owned  land  in  that  section,  and 
spent  his  life  there,  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
Aug.  30,  1866,  aged  fifty-six  years,  seven  months, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Island  cemetery.  In  religion 
he  was  a devout  member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  was  a Republi- 
can. His  wife,  Julia  Ann  (White)  Sherman, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  White,  was  a model  help- 
mate and  devoted  to  her  home  and  family.  She 
belonged  to  the  same  church  as  did  her  husband 
and  was  a woman  of  rare  Christian  character.  Her 
remains  were  interred  beside  those  of  her  husband. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Julia 
Ann,  who  married  James  M.  Davis  and  is  now  a 
widow  residing  in  Providence ; ]\Iartha  West,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Perry  G.  Case,  and  now  a resi- 
dent of  Middletown;  Elizabeth  B.,  now  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  George  P.  Lawton,  of  New- 
port: and  Henry  C.,  our  subject. 

Henry  C.  Sherman  was  born  Aug.  4,  1845, 
Newport,  and  was  there  educated,  growing  up  on 
his  father's  farm.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
with  Philip  Simmons,  and  worked  as  a journey- 
man until  1879,  when  he  gave  up  that  occupation  in 
order  to  devote  his  attention  to  farming.  Remov- 
ing to  Middletown,  he  settled  on  the  William  C. 
Irish  |jlace,  a tract  of  thirty  acres,  where  he  has 
ever  since  carried  on  market  gardening  and  dairy- 
ing. He  has  added  many  improvements  to  his 
property  and  also  owns  other  land  in  the  town,  in 
all  about  seventy  acres.  Enterprising  and  progres- 
sive in  his  ideas,  he  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
undertakings.  Mr.  Sherman  is  a good  citizen, 
hard-working,  temperate  and  domestic  in  his  hab- 
its. While  he  is  an  independent  Republican,  he 
has  not  been  active  in  politics,  but  has  been  more 
closely  identified  with  the  town’s  life  through  his 
connection  with  the  Newport  Band,  which  he  or- 
ganized over  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  of  which  he 
still  continues  a member,  playing  the  trombone. 
He  is  a man  of  true  musical  temperament  and  a 
good  performer  on  his  chosen  instrument. 

On  Oct.  2,  1870,  Henry  C.  Sherman  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Newport  to  Clara,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Irish,  a well-known  contractor  and  mason 
of  Newport.  Mrs.  Sherman  passed  away  in  Mid- 


dletown Sept.  29,  1906.  She  had  borne  her  hus- 
band nine  children,  and  seldom  is  found  a more  de- 
voted mother.  She  attended  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  as  does  iMr.  Sherman,  both  also  be- 
longing to  the  Grange.  The  record  of  the  family  is 
as  follows:  William  Irish,  born  May  13,  1871, 
who  died  the  same  day;  \\illiam  Irish  (2),  born 
July  5,  1872;  Etta  IMorse,  born  June  i,  1874,  who 
died  June  18,  1874;  Rolland  S.,  born  Oct.  21,  1875  ; 
Henry  G.,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  30,  1877,  a farmer  in 
Middletown,  who  married  Sarah  Patterson,  of 
Middletown  ; Lizzie  Irish,  born  Nov.  27,  1879,  who 
married  Freeborn  Coggeshall,  of  Newport,  and  has 
one  daughter;  Julia  White,  born  Nov.  ii,  1882, 
who  is  married  to  Abram  A.  Brown,  Jr.,  of  New- 
port, and  has  two  children,  Wilfred  and  Clara; 
George  Irish,  born  Feb.  25,  1886,  who  died  in 
1888  ; and  Martha  West,  born  April  27,  1888,  who 
is  residing  at  home. 

FREDERIC  DELUDE,  one  of  the  successful 
self-made  men  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  was  born  in 
Chambly,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  April  19, 
1859,  of  French  descent,  son  of  Toussaint  and 
Eleanor  (Senecal)  Dulude.  In  1869  the  father 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  family  of  six 
children,  Arthur,  Georgianna  (now  Mrs.  Alfred 
Daignault),  Aime  J.,  Ovila,  Frederick  and  Marie 
(Mrs.  Charles  Dumais).  He  settled  in  Woon- 
socket, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Frederic  Dulude  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place  and  the  public  schools  of  Woonsocket 
until  his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  went  to  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  as  an  apprentice  for  three  years  to  learn  the 
butcher  business.  In  1878  he  returned  to  Woon- 
socket, and  after  a few  years’  employment  at  his 
trade  he  had  saved  a little  money,  and  in  1881 
started  into  the  business  in  partnership  with  God- 
frey Trahan,  a connection  which  continued  for 
three  years,  when  Mr.  Dulude  bought  out  the  in- 
terest of  his  partner,  continuing  alone  in  the  Social 
district.  He  later  started  a business  in  Manville, 
R.  I.,  taking  into  partnership  Joseph  Grenon,  and 
this  still  exists,  the  partners  conducting  a success- 
ful business  in  that  town.  Mr.  Dulude  also  owned 
a store  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  operated  the 
Company  store  at  Albion,  R.  I.  In  1900  he  turned 
over  his  Woonsocket  store  to  his  two  brothers, 
Ovila  and  Aime  J.,  and  turned  his  attention  to  real 
estate,  owning  several  stores  and  houses  in  the  So- 
cial district.  In  1903,  the  brothers  having  started 
out  for  themselves,  he  again  took  charge  of  the 
meat  business,  and  he  has  successfully  conducted  it 
to  the  present  time.  He  is  a director  in  the  First 
National  Bank.  Mr.  Dulude  is  an  excellent  busi- 
ness man,  possessing  good  judgment  and  native 
ability,  and  his  strict  integrity,  as  well  as  his  nat- 
ural courtesy,  has  won  him  hosts  of  friends. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dulude  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  has  been  elected  to  fill  a number  of  positions 
of  honor  and  trust.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
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the  common  council,  represenliiiji-  the  Fifth  ward, 
and  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  faithfully  per- 
formed the  duties  attached  to  the  office  of  member 
of  the  board  of  assessors.  For  six  years  he  has 
been  chairman  of  this  l>ody.  For  two  terms  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  rep- 
resenting Woonsocket.  He  and  his  wife  and  fam- 
ily are  members  of  St.  Ann’s  Catholic  Church,  and 
he  is  connected  with  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society  of 
Woonsocket.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  Roger  W’illiams  Council,  No.  696,  and 
of  the  Foresters  of  America,  Court  LaFontaine, 
No.  37.  He  belongs  to  the  Business  Men’s  Asso- 
ciation of  Woonsocket. 

On  Nov.  19,  1878,  Mr._  Dulude  was  married, 
at  the  Church  of  the  Precious  Blood,  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Dauray,  to  Azilda  Brault,  born  at  St. 
Simon,  daughter  of  Francis  Brault.  Of  the  three 
children,  FAederic,  Jr.,  is  a graduate  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Institute  of  Technology,  and  is  now 
bridge  and  railroad  engineer  for  the  Jacob  Davis 
Consulting  Engineers  of  New  York ; Corinne  is  a 
student  at  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass., 
class  of  1908;  and  Albertine  is  attending  the 
Woonsocket  high  school. 

CHARLES  E.  PECKHAM,  of  Newport,  R.  I., 
is  a representative  of  a family  that  has  had  long 
and  honorable  standing  in  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Peckham,  the  progenitor  of  the  New- 
port branch  of  the  family,  was  an  inhabitant  of 
that  town  in  1638;  was  made  a freeman  in  1641, 
and  in  1648  was  one  of  the  ten  male  members  in 
full  communion  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport.  His  wife,  Mary  Clark,  is  credited  with 
being  a sister  of  Rev.  John  Clark,  of  Bedfordshire, 
England,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Newport,  R.  L,  who 
was  intimately  associated  with  Roger  Williams. 
He  was  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  1644,  and 
subsequently  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
port, and  in  1651  he  was  imprisoned  for  his  relig- 
ious opinions  and  Baptist  tenets.  He  was  a deputy 
in  1664;  again  in  1671 ; and  deputy  governor,  1669 
to  1672.  Mr.  Peckliam  resided  in  that  part  of 
Newport  which  afterward  became  Middletown, 
He  died  in  1681,  and  his  wife  Mary  died  in  1648. 
His  children  were:  John,  William,  Stephen, 
Thomas,  Clement,  James,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Deborah, 
Phebe  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  John  Peckham  (2),  son  of  John  the  set- 
tler, was  born  in  1645,  was  of  Newport,  R.  1. 
His  wife’s  name  was  Sarah.  He  was  made  a free- 
man in  1668 ; was  one  of  forty-eight  who  were 
granted,  in  1677,  a plantation  of  5,000  acres  of 
land  to  be  called  East  Greenwich ; and  died  in 
1712.  His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Sept. 
17,  1668;  John  (3),  June  9,  1673;  Mary,  Sept.  30, 
1674;  Reuben,  Feb.  3,  1676;  Peleg,  Dec.  ii,  1677; 
Joseph,  March  8,  1679:  Sarah,  Sept.  5.  1680;  Tim- 
othy, Aug.  5,  1681 ; Benjamin,  June  9,  1684;  Isaac, 
April  II,  1688;  and  Sarah  (2),  Jan.  16,  1690. 
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(III)  John  Peckham  (3),  son  of  John  (2), 
was  born  June  9,  1673,  and  married  in  1695  Mary, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Bennett,  of  New- 
port, R.  I.  Mr.  Peckham  lived  on  land  in  Little 
Compton  which  he  inherited  from  his  father.  In 
1714  he  sold  land  that  had  been  willed  to  his  minor 
son  Joseph  by  Joseph  Bennett,  of  Newport.  Mrs. 
Peckham  died  in  1756.  Mr.  Peckham  passed  away 
Dec.  4,  1722.  Their  children  were:  John,  Lydia, 
Joseph,  IMary,  Margaret,  Ruth  and  Return. 

(IV)  Joseph  Peckham,  son  of  John  (3),  born 
Feb.  18,  1701,  married  (first)  Nov.  5,  1723,  Eliza- 
beth, born  Dec.  23,  1702,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Potter)  Wilbur,  and  (second)  Dec.  7, 
1752,  Anne,  widow  of  Jacob  Gould,  and  daughter 
of  John  and  Barbara  Slocum.  Mr.  Peckham  lived 
on  the  Peckham  acres  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  died 
Oct.  8,  1780.  His  children  were:  Mary,  Eliza- 
beth. Hannah,  Martha,  John,  Samuel,  Ruth,  Sa- 
rah, Rhoda  and  Reuben. 

(V)  John  Peckham  (4),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  Sept.  30,  1733,  and  married  in  1760  Mary 
Wood,  born  Feb.  i,  1739.  Their  children  of  Little 
Compton  record  were : Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  9, 
1761 ; Isaac.  Oct.  22,  1763:  George,  IMay  13,  1768; 
and  Peleg,  Feb.  2,  1774.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  May,  1815,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  in  December,  1815. 

(VI)  Isaac  Peckham,  son  of  John  (4),  was 
born  Oct.  22,  1763,  and  married  Phebe  Wilbour, 
sister  of  Gov.  Isaac  Wilbour  and  Innocent  How- 
land. the  beautiful  Quakeress.  Their  children  of 
Little  Compton  town  record  were : Jonathan,  born 
Dec.  14.  1786-:  John,  born  Jan.  4,  1788;  Ruth; 
James  D. ; Hannah,  and  Benjamin.  Mr.  Isaac 
Peckham  died  in  June,  1821,  in  Little  Compton, 
Rhode  Island. 

(VII)  Dr.  James  D.  Peckham,  son  of  Isaac, 
was  born  in  1799,  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and 
married  there  Dec.  13,  1824,  Harriet  Brownell. 
They  had  children : Sarah  A.,  Phebe  W.,  Mary, 
Charlotte  P.  and  James  E.  He  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  William  Wilbour,  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.. 
and  attended  lectures  in  New  York  City.  He 
commenced  practice  in  1821,  in  Little  Compton, 
and  was  a successful  and  popular  practitioner  in 
that  town  for  twenty-eight  years.  He  died  Dec.  23, 
1849,  ag'ed  fifty  years. 

(VIII)  James  E.  Peckham,  son  of  Dr.  James 
D.,  was  born  March  6,  1839,  in  Little  Compton 
and  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town 
until  twelve  years  of  age.  His  father  having  died, 
he  then  went  to  South  Kingstown.  R.  I.,  where  he 
made  his  home  with  relatives  until  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  At  that  age  he  went  to 
sea  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  under  the  late  Captain  Baker,  making  a 
number  of  voyages.  He  later  engaged  in  the  fishing 
business  with  Church  Brothers,  remaining  with 
that  firm  until  about  1875,  when  he  took  up  farm- 
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iiig  and  iJoultry  raising  in  Little  Compton,  and  this 
his  since  snccessfnllv  engaged  his  attention.  In  his 
political  A'iews  ^Ir.  I’eckham  is  a Republican,  and 
although  interested  in  his  town's  affairs  he  has 
never  sought  nor  cared  for  public  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  has  taken  an  active  part,  having 
served  as  a member  of  the  hoard  of  trustees  for  a 
nnmher  of  years.  ( )n  Jan.  31,  i860,  i\lr.  Peckham 
was  married  to  Hannah  Soule,  daughter  of  Eph- 
raim Soule,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children:  Hattie  James,  who  married  (first) 
A'illiam  Prownell,  of  Little  Compton,  and  (sec- 
ond) Abraham  ^\■ordell,  of  Little  Compton,  wdiere 
he  is  engaged  in  the  blacksmithing  hnsiness  ; and 
Charles  Ellsworth,  our  subject. 

(IXj  Charles  Ellsworth  Peckham,  son  of 
James  E.,  was  born  in  Little  Compton  Aug.  23, 
1865.  and  after  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  which  he  attended  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Xew  Pedford, 
Mass.,  and  in  that  city  became  a clerk  in  the  store 
of  the  South  Cnion  Crocery  Company,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  about  si.K  months.  Returning 
home  he  spent  the  next  two  years  employed  on  the 
home  farm,  when  he  went  to  Xew])crt,  where  he 
became  apprenticed  to  the  firm  of  Parker  Prothers, 
as  a gas  and  steam  titter.  Mr.  L'eckham  remained 
in  the  employ  of  this  well-known  firm  until  i8y6, 
\vhen  he  and  John  Xelson,  another  employee,  were 
made  members  of  the  firm,  the  name  being  changed 
to  Parker  Pros.  & Co.  Shortly  thereafter  Messrs. 
Parker  retired  from  the  firm,  and  since  that  time 
Mr.  Peckham  and  Mr.  Xelson  have  continued  the 
business  of  gas  and  steam  fitters  at  Xo.  138  Prt)ad- 
way,  in  which  line  they  have  met  with  success. 

INlr.  Peckham  is  a member  of  the  Xewport 
County  Club  and  the  Xew])ort  Eish  and  Came 
Club.  In  ])olitics  he  gives  his  support  to  the  Re- 
l)ul)lican  party.  Poth  he  and  his  wife  attend  the 
Central  Paptist  (now  the  Second  Pa])tist)  Church, 
(5f  which  Mrs.  Peckham  is  a member. 

( )n  June  20.  1889,  Mr.  Peckham  was  married 
to  Saraii  E.  Stoddard,  daughter  of  Robert  E.  and 
Sarah  E.  ( King)  Stoddard,  of  Xewport,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  horn  four  children,  namely : 
Reginald  Edmund,  Peatrice  Aleen,  Charles  Ells- 
worth. Jr.,  and  Earle  King  I’eckham. 

COXSTAXT  WOODMAX  CHASIC  a well- 
known  farmer  and  imominent  citizen  of  Ports- 
mouth. is  descended  from  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  being  a worthy  rep- 
resentative in  the  ninth  generation  of  the  Chase 
family  in  Xew  England. 

('1)  The  first  of  the  Chase  family  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  to  find  a new  home  was  \Villiam  Chase, 
horn  about  1595.  in  England,  who  acccmi)anied 
Covernor  Winthroj)  and  his  colony  in  1630,  set- 
tling first  in  Roxhury.  He  soon  became  a member 
of  the  church  of  which  the  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the 


Apostle  to  the  Indians,  was  pastor.  On  Oct.  19, 
1630,  he  applied  for  freemanship  and  was  admitted 
a freeman  May  14,  1634.  In  1637,  or  thereabouts, 
he  became  one  of  the  com])any  who  made  a new 
settlement  at  Yarmouth,  of  which  town  he  was 
made  constable  in  1639.  His  widow  died  the  fol- 
lowing October.  Their  children  were:  William, 
born  about  1622,  in  England;  .Mary,  born  in  May. 
1637,  in  Roxlniry;  and  Penjainin,  born  in  1639,  in 
\armonth.  William  Chase  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife  Mary  and  son  W illiam. 

(II)  William  Chase  (2),  .son  of  William  and 
iMary,  was  horn  in  England,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hoocl  l)ecame  a resident  of  Yarmouth,  IMass.  He 
died  Feh.  27,  1685.  His  children  were:  William. 
Jacob,  John,  Edizabeth,  Abraham,  Joseph,  Penjamin 
an<l  Samuel. 

(HI)  William  Chase  (3),  son  of  William  (2). 
horn  about  1645,  married  (first)  Hannah  Sher- 
man, and  (second)  Dec.  6,  1732.  Priscilla  Perry. 
His  children  were:  William.  Ebcr,  Isaac.  Nathan- 
iel, Jose])h  and  Heze-kiah. 

(1\’)  Isaac  Chase,  son  of  William  (3),  mar- 
ried (first)  Dec.  10,  1704.  Elizabeth  Pethen.  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Jane  (Marks)  Pethen,  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  and  (second)  Sept.  2,  1720,  iMary  Eowler, 
daughter  of  Samuel,  and  thev  resided  in  Swansea, 
.Mass.  Mr.  Chase  died  in  1760.  His  children  were: 
James,  born  h'eb.  12,  f 706 ; Waitstill,  born  April 
24,  1708;  Isaac,  lx)rn  May  19.  1710:  William,  born 
Oct.  31,  1712;  Elizabeth,  born  May  6,  1715  (all 
to  the  first  marriage)  ; Ezekiel,  Mary,  Robert,  Da- 
vid, Lydia,  Susanna  and  Penjamin. 

(\')  James  Chase,  born  h'eb.  12,  1706,  in  Swan- 
sea, married  (first)  May  ii,  1727,  .Mice,  daughter 
of  William  and  iMary  (Coggeshall)  .Ynthony.  Sbe 
died  in  March,  1762,  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  her 
age,  and  he  married  (second)  June  30.  1763,  Ly- 
dia. widow  of  Jonathan  Thurston,  she  being  for- 
merly a Goddard.  Mr.  Chase  died  April  20,  1782. 
in  Middletown,  R.  L,  to  which  town  he  removed 
about  1740.  His  widow  passed  away  June  16. 
1784.  His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  March 
20,  1728,  in  Swansea,  Mass. ; Alice,  born  Oct.  8. 
1732,  in  Ereetown,  Mass.;  Zacebeus,  born  Nov.  4. 
1737;  (Mary,  born  July  6,  1739:  Daniel,  born  in 
174T  ; lames;  Aaron;  Peter;  I’aul ; and  Isaac. 

(VI)  Zaccheus  Chase,  son  of  James,  born  Nov. 

4,  1737,  in  Freetown,  IMass.,  and  (lied  Aug.  6,  1816. 
married  March  3,  1759,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Gould,  and  their  children  were: 
lames,  Isaac,  John,  Elizabeth,  Shadrach  and  .Alice. 

( \'H)  Isaac  Chase,  S(3n  of  Zaccheus,  born  h'eb. 

5.  1764,  in  Portsmoutb,  R.  I.,  became  a land  owner 
and  farmer  in  South  Portsmouth,  his  farm  l)eing- 
originallv  the  home  of  the  Powler  family.  The 
older  i)art  of  the  house  was  built  upwards  of  two 
hundred  years  ago.  and  the  new  part  in  1730. 
Erom  the  Powler  family  the  farm  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Daniel  Chase,  who  in  1808  sold  it  to.  Isaac 
Chase.  On  the  farm  is  an  old  stone  barn,  once  a 
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greenhouse,  and  in  it  was  raised  the  original 
Kliode  island  greening  apple  tree  from  a slip 
brought  from  England  in  a petting  tub  by  Hr. 
Howler.  During  the  Revolution  Generals  Wash- 
ington, LaFavette  and  other  noted  men  were  en- 
tertained here  by  Mr.  Bowler,  and  drank  to  the 
success  of  the  American  cause  in  apple  brandy  and 
cider  made  from  this  famous  fruit.  On  this  farm 
Isaac  Chase  passed  his  last  days  and  died.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  married 
Phebe  Hall,  who  died  Nov.  11,  1815,  and  was  bur- 
ied in  the  Friends'  cemetery.  Their  children  were : 
Isaac,  born  April  8,  1791;  Peter,  May  24,  1793; 
Clark,  April  2,  1796;  Zaccheus,  May  13,  1798;  and 
]\lary,  Jan.  19,  1804. 

(YIII)  Clark  Chase;  sen  of  Isaac,  born  April 
2,  1796,  followed  in  his  father's  foctstei)s  and  be- 
came a farmer.  iMost  of  his  active  life  was  passed 
on  twenty  acres  of  the  homestead,  although  he 
spent  a few  years  in  the  West  with  his  son,  Wil- 
liam, who  made  his  home  in  ^Minnesota.  His  last 
years  were  spent  with  his  son.  Constant  M'.,  with 
whom  ne  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  IMary's  Church  cemetery, 
as  was  also  his  wife,  Eliza  Woodman,  a native  of 
Newport.  In  politics  iMr.  Chase  was  first  a Whig, 
and  later  a Republican.  To  Clark  and  Eliza 
(Woodman)  Chase  were  born  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows; William,  who  makes  his  home  in  Minne- 
sota, as  stated  before ; Alfred  S.,  a sea  captain, 
now  deceased ; Phebe,  deceased  ; Constant  Wood- 
man; James  Sullivan,  who  died  in  Illinois;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  William  Borden,  now  deceased. 

(IX)  Constant  Woodman  Chase,  son  of  Clark, 
was  born  on  the  old  James  Jefferson  homestead 
Aug.  26,  1826.  His  opi)ortunities  for  acquiring  an 
education  were  limited,  and  confined  wholly  to  a 
desultory  attendance  at  the  district  school.  He 
early  began  work  for  himself,  his  grandfather  hir- 
ing him  at  hve  dollars  a month,  but  he  later  was 
paid  fifty  cents  per  day.  When  he  attained  to 
man’s  estate  he  rented  the  old  Pardon  W hite  farm, 
and  remained  there  until  1862,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  at  different  places  in  Ports- 
mouth and  iMiddletown.  In  1876  he  moved  back 
to  the  old  homestead  (a  portion  of  which  he  in- 
herited and  the  remainder  he  purchased)  which 
contained  a tract  of  120  acres,  and  this  he  farmed 
for  about  thirty  years  with  marked  success.  He 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  farm,  but  in 
1902  he  bought  his  present  place  on  Mitchell  lane, 
on  the  line  between  Portsmouth  and  iMiddletown, 
and  here  he  and  his  wife,  after  more  than  sixty 
years  of  wedded  life,  are  passing  their  declining- 
years  in  peace  and  comfort.  1 he  old  home  was 
sold  to  Barclay  Hazard.  Air.  Chase  is  still  active, 
in  good  health,  and  gives  his  iiersonal  attention  to 
the  care  of  his  small  place.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, but  cares  little  about  party  work.  He 
is  a charter  member  of  Oakland  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F., 


Portsmouth.  His  life  has  been  one  devoted  to  hard 
work,  and  he  has  won  his  competence  with  help 
from  no  one  but  his  faithful  wife.  His  business 
principles  are  strict,  and  his  integrity  has  never 
been  questioned. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1847,  ‘F  ARn'y's 
Church,  Portsmouth,  Constant  \\'.  Chase  was  mar- 
ried to  Susan  Slocum,  born  in  Portsmouth,  April  2, 
1826,  daughter  of  Samuel  E.  and  Mary  (Bliss) 
Slocum.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1897,  was  cele- 
brated the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  marriage,  all 
the  children  and  grandchildren  being  present. 
Their  children  are:  Herbert,  born  in  June,  1850, 
was  a farmer,  but  is  now  sexton  of  St.  Mary’s 
Episcopal  Church,  Portsmouth ; Isaac  is  a farmer 
of  Portsmouth ; Emma  is  at  home. 

Slocuim  (Portsmouth  family).  The  Slocum 
(Slocumbe)  family  settled  early  in  New  England 
and  from  Massachusetts  came  the  Rhode  Island 
l)ranch,  the  head  of  which  was  Giles  Slocum,  who 
settled  in  Portsmouth,  approximately  two  hundred 
and  seventy  years  ago,  he  being  a son  of  Anthony 
Slocum,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Taunton, 
Alass.  The  family  early  became  active  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the  successive  gen- 
erations in  some  lines  to  the  ]jresent  have  continued 
in  that  faith.  One  of  the  sons  of  the  Portsmouth 
settler,  Hon.  Ebenezer  Slocum,  later  located  in 
Jamestown,  where  he  was  conspicuous  in  public  af- 
fairs, serving  many  times  as  deputy — 1679-1714 — 
and  was  Speaker  of  the  Flouse  of  Deputies  in  1712 
and  1713.  Alany  of  the  name,  too,  in  the  Ports- 
mouth branch  of  the  family  have  represented  their 
town  in  the  Colonial  and  State  Assembly  and  wor- 
thily perpetuated  the  name  there.  It  was  in  the 
town  of  Portsmouth  that  the  late  Hon.  Stephen 
P.  Slocum,  long  prominent  at  Newjiort,  several 
times  mayor  of  the  city,  was  born  ; and  it  is  of  this 
stock  came  the  gallant  Colonel  John  S.  Slocum,  an 
officer  of  the  Alexican  war.  and  the  dashing  colonel 
of  the  Civil  war  who,  while  leading  his  regiment, 
the  2d  Rhode  Island,  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
in  July.  i86r,  fell  mortally  wounded  to  rise  no 
more.  It  is  a coincidence  that  in  that  same  battle 
was  wounded  another  Colonel  Slocum — the  after- 
ward General  Henry  W.  Slocum — at  the  time  col- 
onel of  the  27th  New  York  \Mhmteer  Infantry. 

It  is  with  some  of  the  continuous  Portsmotith 
Slocums  this  article  especially  deals — with  the  lives 
of  some  of  the  present  representatives  of  the  family 
and  those  of  their  forefathers.  The  genealogy  and 
family  history  following  is  arranged  chronologi- 
cally from  the  earliest  known  American  ancestor. 

(I)  Anthony  Slocum  (Slocombe)  is  of  record 
as  one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  Cohannet.  New 
Plymouth,  now  Taunton  and  its  vicinity  in  Alassa- 
chusetts,  in  the  year  1637. 

(H)  Giles  Slocum  was  of  Portsmouth,  R.  T.. 
as  early  as  1648,  Sept.  4th  of  which  year  he  had  a 
grant  of  thirty  acres  of  land.  He  was  made  a free- 
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man  in  1655.  Tlie  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was 
Joan,  and  they  both  were  Quakers.  Giles  Slocum 
held  deeds  at  different  times  to  land  in  Dartmouth, 
Mass.,  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  and  in  New  Jersey.  Joan 
Slocum  died  Aug.  31,  1679,  and  her  husband 
passed  away  in  1683.  Their  children  were:  Jo- 
anna, born  May  16,  1642  : John,  May  26,  1645; 
Giles,  [March  25,  1647;  Ebenezer,  [March  25,  1650; 
Nathaniel,  Dec.  25,  1652;  Peleg,  Aug.  17,  1654; 
Samuel;  Mary,  July  3.  1660;  and  Eleazer,  Dec.  25, 
1664. 

(HI)  Giles  Slocum  (2),  born  [March  25,  1647, 
married  May  26,  i66g,  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lawton,  and  they  resided  in  Portsmouth  and  New- 
])ort,  R.  I.  In  1669  Mr.  Slocum  moved  to  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  but  before  many  years  returned  to 
Portsmouth,  of  which  town  he  was  made  a freeman 
in  1678.  He  was  deputy  from  1685  to  1701,  and 
assistant  in  1698,  1699,  1700,  1703,  1704,  1705, 
1708,  1710  and  1712.  He  was  moderator  of  town 
meetings  and  councilman  in  1705.  He  was  made  a 
freeman  of  Newport  in  1720,  and  died  there.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Slocum  were;  Elizabeth, 
born  April  8,  1671;  Joanna,  Oct.  9,  1672;  Ann, 
Sept.  15,  1674;  Mary.  Jan.  30,  1676;  Sarah,  March 

1.  1679;  Giles,  Dec.  (or  Oct.)  8,  1680;  and  John, 
Scjit.  22,  1682. 

(IV)  Giles  Slocum  (3),  born  Oct.  (or  Dec.)  8, 
1680,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  Jan.  15,  1701- 

02,  Anne  Porden,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Sarah 
Porden,  of  Portsmouth,  and  they  settled  in  that 
town,  where  he  was  made  a freeman  in  1703.  He 
was  deputy  in  1704,  and  for  many  years  represented 
his  town  in  the  Assembly,  and  he  was  assistant  in 
1722,  and,  ])crhaps,  in  1723.  He  died  July  20,  1749. 
Idis  children,  all  born  in  Portsmouth,  were;  Giles, 
])orn  Sept,  i,  1702,  and  Matthew,  Oct.  31,  1703. 
both  died  together  April  22,  1712;  Sarah  Barker, 
born  Nov.  12,  1704;  Anne,  March  17,  1707;  Mary, 
Dec.  7,  1708;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  8,  1711;  Giles,  May 
14,  1713;  Matthew,  Eeb.  12,  1715:  Ruth,  April  i, 
1717;  Benjamin,  July  29,  1720;  Joanna,  Oct.  31, 
1722;  and  Hannah,  Aug.  26,  1726. 

(V)  Giles  Slocum  (4),  born  May  14,  1713,  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  there  in  x\ugust,  1747, 
Susanna,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Martha  Brow- 
nell, of  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Slocum  was  admitted  a 
freeman  in  1734.  He  was  chosen  deputy  in  1757. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slocum  died  on  the  farm  in 
Portsmouth,  and  were  buried  in  the  Slocum  cem- 
etery located  about  five  miles  northeast  of  Newport. 
Their  children  were:  Ann,  born  Oct.  3,  1748; 
Giles.  Dec.  20,  1750;  Matthew,  March  21,  1752; 
Elizabeth,  June  20,  1754;  Susanna,  July  6,  1756: 
Stephen,  May  10,  1759;  and  Phebe,  July  10,  1762. 

(VI)  Stephen  Slocum,  born  [May  10,  1759,  in 
South  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  Eeb.  25,  1784. 
Rhoda,  daughter  of  George  Taber,  of  Portsmouth. 
[Mr.  Slocum,  while  at  work  on  his  place  about  the 
time  of  the  battle  of  Quaker  Hill,  in  Portsmouth, 
during  the  Revolution,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 


British.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  on  their  farm, 
she  about  1836,  and  he  about  1838.  Their  children 
were;  Borden,  born  Oct.  10,  1790;  Samuel  Elam, 
Aug.  6,  1793;  and  Anna,  July  22,  1798. 

(VH)  Samuel  E.  Slocum,  born  Aug.  6,  1793, 
in  South  Portsmouth,  R.  T,  married  [Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Jeremiah  Bliss,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  they 
settled  on  a farm  in  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Slocum  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  for  services  ren- 
dered his  country  in  that  war  he  was  made  a Lhiited 
States  pensioner.  He  also  served  for  about  ten 
years  as  captain  in  the  State  militia.  His  death 
occurred  on  his  farm  in  Portsmouth,  April  10. 
1875.  His  children  were;  Ann,  born  June  19. 
1819;  Rhoda,  about  1822  (died  young);  Charles 
Collins,  April  21,  1824;  and  Susan,  April  2,  1826 
(married  Constant  V.  Chase). 

PARDON  L.  F.  ANGELL,  a venerable  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Scituate  branch  of  the  family, 
he  being  in  the  seventh  generation,  as  indicated 
here : 

(I)  Thomas  Angell  came  to  America  when  a 
boy  as  an  apprentice  to  Roger  Williams. 

(II)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Edward  Field. 

(HI)  Thomas  Angell.  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Providence,  March  25.  1672,  and  removed  to  Scit- 
uate, where  he  built  the  Angell  Tavern.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Brown,  and  died  in  1744. 

(IV)  Nehemiah  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  re- 
sided on  a farm  purchased  for  him  by  his  father, 
about  one-half  mile  north  of  the  Angell  Tavern. 
He  died  in  the  prime  of  life  from  a bruise  received 
when  wading  in  the  water.  He  married  Mary, 
sister  of  Elder  Reuben  Hopkins,  and  their  children 
were:  Pardon;  Nehemiah,  who  married  Anna  Hill; 
Abraham,  who  was  lost  on  a privateer  during  the 
Revolution ; Zilpah,  who  died  unmarried  at  the 
age  of  ninety-six  years ; Martha,  who  married 
Thomas  Knight ; Mercy,  who  died  young ; and 
Mercy  (2),  who  married  a Mr.  Potter. 

(V)  Pardon  Angell,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was 
born  in  1750,  and  inherited  his  father’s  farm,  by 
purchase  adding  thereto  until  he  was  one  of  the 
large  property  owners  of  his  day.  He  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  drew  a pension 
until  his  death,  June  3,  1838.  He  married  (first) 
Anna  Angell,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mehitable 
(Sprague)  Angell,  born  in  1759,  died  Dec.  24, 
1806.  He  married  (second)  Susannah  Wells,  born 
Aug.  7,  1780,  died  Aug.  14.  1857.  His  children, 
all  by  the  first  marriage,  were : Nehemiah.  born 
in  1780,  who  married  Betsey  Aldrich,  was  a farmer 
in  Scituate  in  early  life,  and  later  returned  to 
Providence,  where  he  kept  a tavern  and  store,  dy- 
ing here  Aug.  3,  1828;  Solomon,  born  in  1781, 
wiio  married  (first)  Cyrena  Randall,  and  (sec- 
ond) Phebe  Arnold,  was  a farmer  and  resided  in 
Scituate,  removing  in  his  old  age  to  Providence, 
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wliere  he  died;  Lucy,  born  in  1784,  died  young; 
Mehitable,  born  in  1785;  Er.ior,  born  in  1788,  who 
married  (first)  Rachel  Salisbury,  and  (second) 
Celia  Codding,  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  Scitu- 
ate;  Mary,  born  in  1789,  married  Henry  Codding; 
I’ardon  was  born  in  1792;  John,  born  in  1794, 
married  Nancy  Arnold,  was  for  a time  associated 
with  his  brother,  I’ardon,  in  conducting  the  home 
farm,  and  later  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  I’rovidence,  losing  his  life  while  on  a busi- 
ness trip  to  Detroit,  by  the  burning  of  a steam- 
boat on  Lake  Erie,  Aug.  9,  1841 ; and  Nancy,  born 
in  1796,  married  first  Ostrander  Phillips,  had  two 
children  and  married  (second)  Flavel  Patterson. 

(VI)  Pardon  Angell,  son  of  Pardon,  was 
born  April  19,  1792,  in  Scituate,  and  for  several 
years  he  and  his  brother  John  operated  the  home- 
stead farm.  Later  John  Angell  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  Pardon,  who  conducted  it  quite  success- 
fully until  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Providence,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  his  real  estate  interests,  having  built  several 
tenement  properties  before  removing  to  Provi- 
dence, as  well  as  a number  after  locating  here.  His 
first  home  in  Providence  was  on  Washington  street, 
but  in  1858  he  completed  the  house  at  No.  153 
Bridgham  street,  and  there  he  resided  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  April  2,  1877.  He  was 
a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  while  a resi- 
dent of  Scituate  was  quite  active  in  town  matters, 
holding  some  of  the  minor  offices  and  represent- 
ing the  town  in  the  State  Senate  for  four  years 
after  1842.  He  also  served  as  captain  of  a com- 
pany of  militia.  He  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  at  South  Scituate,  and  after  coming  to 
Providence  worshipped  at  the  Roger  Williams 
Free  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a good  business 
man,  thoroughly  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his 
business  dealings,  and  was  much  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. 

Pardon  Angell  was  married  Feb.  19,  1819,  in 
Scituate,  to  Amey  Phillips,  born  .Feb.  18,  1802, 
daughter  of  David  and  Amey  (Smith)  Phillips, 
and  she  died  Dec.  12,  1872.  Their  children  were: 
(i)  Albert  H.,  born  Oct.  30,  1821,  was  a carpenter 
of  Providence,  where  he  died  Nov.  22,  1905.  He 
married  Sarah  Wilbur,  and  their  three  children 
who  grew  to  maturity  were : Emily,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Harris,  resides  in  New  Haven;  Albert  E., 
clerk  for  the  Government,  and  a resident  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  married  Sarah  Fiske  and  has  three 
children,  Lillias,  Earl  and  Jane ; and  Charles  was 
a druggist  and  resided  in  Providence,  where  he 
died.  (2)  Horatio  N.,  born  April  22,  1823,  was  a 
real  estate  broker,  and  died  in  Providence  Sept. 
21,  1896.  He  married  (first)  Sarah  Fisk,  who 
bore  him  two  children,  Arthur  E.  and  Harding, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Amey  H.  Peckham,  who  survives  him,  the 
mother  of  the  following  children : Sally  F.,  widow 
of  John  Gardner  of  Providence;  William  H.,  who 


married  Louise  Gage,  and  died  Nov.  4,  1895,  in 
Providence,  the  father  of  three  children,  William 
(who  died  in  infancy)  and  Amy  L.  and  Sally  F. 
(twins)  ; Charles  P.,  who  married  Eva  St.  Clair 
Mundberg  and  resides  in  Providence ; and  Arthur 
P.,  who  married  Jennie  Minerva  Easterbrooke  and 
resides  in  the  town  of  Johnston.  (3)  Mary  Jane, 
born  Feb.  19,  1825,  married  George  Jones,  a 
blacksmith,  and  died  May  8,  1901,  in  Providence. 
They  had  six  children : Orrin  E.,  a prominent 
business  man  of  Providence  (mentioned  else- 
where), who  married  Emma  Worcester,  and  has 
children,  George  W.,  Miriam  E.,  Gertrude  F.  and 
Webster  S. ; Emma  J.,  who  died  young;  Annie  A., 
wife  of  Magnus  Olsson  of  Providence;  Harriet 
C.,  who  married  Rev.  John  H.  Flartman,  and  has 
children,  Mary  J.,  John  A.,  George  O.,  Ruth  H.,  and 
Ada  S. ; Minnie,  who  died  young;  and  Walter, 
who  married  Carrie  Hardin  (deceased),  and  had 
five  children,  Carlton  W.,  Wilfred  O.  (deceased), 
Harold  C.,  Edith  L.  (deceased)  and  Ernest  R. 
(4)  Pardon  L.  F.  was  born  Feb.  28,  1827.  (5) 

Nancy  M.,  born  Feb.  16,  1829,  is  the  widow  of 
Asaph  Wilder,  and  resides  in  Providence.  They 
had  six  children,  three  of  whom  died  young;  the 
others  being — Ella  Maria,  Edward  A.  (who  died 
unmarried),  and  Florence  H.  (who  also  died  un- 
married). (6)  John  Quincy,  born  Feb.  12,  1831, 
was  a carpenter  by  trade.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  in  an  Iowa  regiment,  to  which  State  he 
had  previously  removed.  He  had  three  children, 
Emma,  John  F.  and  Albert  H.  (7)  Phebe  Ann, 
born  May  20,  1833,  married  James  Fenner  Smith, 
and  died,  in  Providence,  March  14,  1897,  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Lila,  who  died  unmarried.  (8)  Amey 
E.,  born  Nov.  2,  1842,  died  in  Providence,  Jan. 
6,  1894.  She  married  James  C.  Burlingame,  and 
had  three  children,  two  of  whom  lived  to  adult 
age:  Scott  C.,  of  the  firm  o-f  Scott  C.  Bur- 
lingame & Co.,  married  Bertha  Hamer,  and  re- 
sides in  Pawtuxet ; and  Eva  A.,  born  Nov.  2, 
1870,  married,  April  23,  1902,  Irving  J.  Law,  who 
is  connected  with  the  High  Street  Bank,  and  has 
one  child,  Ruth  Angell,  born  March  21,  1903. 

Mr.  James  C.  Burlingame  is  engaged  in  the  wall 
paper  biusiness  in  Providence,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Scott  C.  Burlingame  & Co.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  married  (second)  Mrs.  Susan 
Adelaide  (Collins)  Mercier. 

(VII)  Pardon  L.  F.  Angell,  son  of  Pardon, 
was  born  in  Scituate,  Feb.  28,  1827,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  confined  to  the  district  schools.  He  was 
reared  to  hard  work,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  the  farm,  and  also  doing  a great  deal 
of  teaming.  In  1855  I\Ir.  Angell  came  to  Provi- 
dence with  his  father,  and  for  some  years  was  en- 
gaged at  carpentering  in  addition  to  assisting  in 
the  management  of  his  father’s  extensive  real 
estate  interests.  Mr.  Angell  for  many  years  past 
has  not  been  engaged  in  active  business,  devoting 
his  attention  to  the  management  of  his  property. 
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he  being  the  owner  of  many  houses  on  Bridgham 
street  and  vicinity.  He  is  not  a member  of  any  or- 
ganization or  society  of  any  kind.  He  has  lived 
a very  quiet  and  uneventful  life,  has  never  mar- 
ried, and  is  a faithful  member  of  Roger  Williams 
Free  F)aptist  Church.  A kind  hearted  man  of 
strictly  honorable  dealings  and  honest  principles, 
he  has  so  lived  as  to  command  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

FREEWAN  CUDWORTH,  in  his  lifetime 
prominent  in  the  Inisiness  annals  of  Pawtucket  as 
a merchant  and  real  estate  dealer,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  R.  L,  in  1841,  a descendant 
of  an  old  Massachusetts  family. 

Gen.  James  Cudworth,  the  progenitor  of  the 
^Massachusetts  Cudworths,  is  believed  by  Deane  to 
have  come  in  the  ship  “Charles”  from  London, 
ifngland,  in  1632.  He  was  at  Scituate  in  Septem- 
ber, 1634,  a householder,  his  house  being  one  of 
the  nine  then  in  town.  He  went  to  Barnstable 

probably  in  the  spring  of  1640,  and  in  the 

autumn  of  that  year  became  a ]jcrmanent 
resident.  He  was  a very  valuable  man  to  the 

Colony.  He,  with  his  wife,  united  with  the 

church  in  1635.  She  bore  him  children  as  follows: 
James,  baptized  in  1635;  Mary,  baptized  in  1637; 
Jonathan,  baptized  in  1638  ( all  in  Scituate)  ; Israel, 
i)aptized  in  Barnstable,  and  three  others.  The 
father  was  assistant  in  1656-58 ; captain  of  the 
militia,  and  in  the  early  part  of  Philip’s  war  com- 
manded the  whole  force  at  Plymouth  Colony ; and 
in  1681  was  deputy-governor.  In  1658-59,  with 
twenty-five  others.  General  Cudworth  bought  land 
of  the  Indians  at  Freetown,  .Mass.  Of  his  sons, 
lames  and  John  remained  in  Scituate,  while  Israel 
moved  to  Freetown,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1683. 

Barnabas  Cudworth,  grandfather  of  Freeman 
Cudworth,  of  Pawtucket,  was  a native  of  Berkley, 
Mass.,  and  came  to  Rhode  Island,  locating  in  Cum- 
berland, where  the  latter  years  of  his  life  were 
spent,  and  where  he  died.  He  married  Susan  Pauli, 
and  their  children  were  : Susan  ; Roxanna  ; Han- 
nah, who  married  William  Ellsbury ; Sarah,  who 
married  George  Blanchard ; Lucinda,  who  married 
IMason  Kingman  ; Barnabas ; and  F'reeman. 

Freeman  Cudworth,  son  of  Barnabas  and  father 
of  our  subject,  grew  to  manhood  in  the  town  of 
Cumberland,  ami  at  an  early  age  became  engaged 
as  an  operator  in  a mill  at  \Mlley  Falls,  where  he 
worked  himself  up  to  the  jiosition  of  foreman,  and 
later  became  superintendent  of  tbe  mill  owned  and 
operated  by  Samuel  and  Flarvey  Chase,  remaining 
there  some  years.  He  built  a home  on  Park  Place, 
near  Clnirch  street,  Pawtucket,  which  was  the  home 
of  his  son  Freeman  until  his  death.  Here  Mr.  Cud- 
worth passed  his  declining  days,  and  he  died  at  a 
ripe  old  age  and  was  buried  in  Riverside  cemetery. 
He  married  Cynthia  B.  Vaughn,  of  North  Kings- 
town, daughter  of  Royal  Wughn.  She  died  March 


II,  1899,  aged  eighty-four  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children;  Cynthia  Jane  Adelaide 
(who  married  Thomas  Kinney)  and  Freeman. 

Freeman  Cudworth,  son  of  Freeman  and  Cyn- 
thia, was  reared  in  a manner  not  unlike  the  hoys 
of  a general  farmer  of  the  period  and  neighbor- 
hood. \\  bile  yet  in  his  teens  he  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  stores  of  Thomas  R.  Dix  and  William 
Havens,  and  in  time  was  enabled  with  his  savings 
to  go  into  business  on  his  own  account.  He  began 
business  for  himself  in  a grocery  store  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Maple  streets,  in  Pawtucket. 
Flere,  by  industry,  fair  dealing  and  getting  the 
confidence  of  his  jiatrons,  and  by  his  enterprise,  he- 
developed  one  of  the  leading  businesses  in  that 
line  in  Pawtucket;  and  as  the  years  sped  on  he 
prospered,  becoming  one  of  the  substantial  and 
well-to-do  residents  of  the  city.  At  the  time  the 
site  of  his  place  of  business  was  wanted  for  the 
banking  institution  which  now  graces  it  Mr.  Cud- 
worth retired  from  active  business  with  a comfort- 
able competence.  By  this  time  he  had  become  the 
owner  of  considerable  real  estate,  and  his  time  was 
thereafter  given  to  caring  for  it. 

In  addition  to  his  comfortable  residence  and 
home  in  Pawtucket  Mr.  Cudworth  had  a handsome 
cottage  at  Watch  Hill,  known  as  “Ocean  Mound,” 
located  on  one  of  the  most  prominent  sites  on  the 
beach,  commanding  a beautiful  view  of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Cudworth  died  at  his  home  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  L,  Nov.  14,  1906.  aged  sixty-five  years.  He 
had  been  in  poor  health  for  a year  and  more  prior 
to  his  demise.  He  was  a man  of  quiet  and  retiring 
disposition,  not  a member  of  any  fraternal  order 
or  secret  organization.  His  funeral  took  place  on 
the  Saturday  following  his  death,  from  his  late  res- 
idence in  Park  Place,  the  services  being  conducted 
l)y  Rev.  Marion  Law.  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
and  interment  was  made  at  Riverside  cemetery. 
The  jiall-hearers  were  Cyrus  Lapham,  Cyrus  Aid- 
rich.  Edmund  Bullock,  Ernest  Kinney,  Daniel  L. 
Baxter  and  Philip  C.  SJieldon. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  J.  A.  (Cudworth)  Kinney,  only 
sister  of  Freeman  Cudworth,  now  makes  her  home 
in  Pawtucket.  She  lived  for  a number  of  years 
at  Westerly.  R.  I.,  where  her  late  husband.  Thomas 
Kinney,  was  a machinist.  He  died  Oct.  14,  1901, 
and  is  buried  in  Riverside  cemetery.  Two  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney:  Ernest  Lin- 
coln, an  expert  machinist  living  at  Taunton,  Mass., 
who  married  IMary  Isabelle  Hall,  of  Taunton,  and 
has  one  child.  IMaude  Isabelle ; and  Maude  Ade- 
laide, who  married  Daniel  Leroy  Baxter,  a travel- 
ing salesman  for  R.  L.  Rose  & Co.,  of  Providence, 
and  with  their  two  children,  Adelaide  \^aughn  and 
Ernestine  ]\I.,  the}^  reside  in  Pawtucket. 

Vaughn.  The  Vaughn  family,  the  maternal 
ancestors  of  IMr.  Freeman  Cudworth  and  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia J.  A.  Kinney,  is  an  old  and  prominent  one  in 
Rhode  Island.  (I)  John  ^Hughn,  of  Newport. 
R.  I.,  as  early  as  1638,  had  been  previously  in  Mas-- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1957 


sachusetts,  where  he  is  of  record  as  early  as  1634. 
In  1639  was  "ranted  a lot  on  condition  that  he 
was  to  build  upon  it  within  a year — was  to  have 
forty-two  acres  at  the  Hermitage.  He  was  among 
the  freemen  of  1655.  The  Christian  name  of  his 
wife  was  (iillian,  and  their  children  were:  John, 
born  April  19,  1644;  David,  July  19,  1646;  Cieorge, 
Oct.  20,  1650;  Daniel,  April  27,  1653;  and  INI  ary, 
July  3,  1658. 

(II)  George  \'aughn,  born  Oct.  20,  1650,  mar- 
ried July  26,  1680,  IMargaret,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Alice  Spink,  and  was  of  Newport  and  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  being  one  of  the  purchasers  of 
the  latter  town  in  1677.  He  was  deputy  from  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  in  1684,  1698,  1699  and  1704; 
was  a member  of  the  Cavalry  Company  in  1687.  lie 
died  May  7,  1704.  His  children  were:  George, 
l)orn  April  19,  1682 ; David,  April  29,  1683 ; IMary, 
Eeb.  28,  1685;  Christopher,  April  29,  1686;  Abi- 
gail, Feb.  24,  1689;  and  Robert,  Alarch  7,  1691. 

(III)  Robert  Vaughn,  born  March  7,  1691, 
married  Feb.  18,  1719,  Joanna,  born  Feb.  13,  1695, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Ma'ry  Sweet,  and  they  were 
of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  Their  children  were: 
Caleb,  born  June  7,  1720;  David,  April  14,  1722; 
Daniel,  April  14,  1722;  Susannah,  May  24,  1726; 
Renjamin,  Nov.  4.-  1730;  Robert,  Nov.  11,  1732; 
and  Margaret,  July  13,  1734. 

(IV)  Robert  V'aughn  (2),  Ijorn  Nov.  ii,  1732, 
married  Prudence,  and  their  children  of  East 
Greenwich  town  record  were:  Asaph,  born  June 
3,  1756;  Hannah,  June  8,  1758;  John,  May  28, 
1761  ;■  Ruth,  Oct.  28,  T763;  Constant,  April  12, 
1769;  and  Royal,  Feb.  21,  1771. 

(V)  Royal  ACiughn,  son  of  Robert  (2),  born 
Feb.  21,  1771,'  in  East  Greenwich,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  town,  and  in  his  young  manhood 
moved  to  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  he  be- 
came an  extensive  land  owner  and  farmer.  His 
death,  which  occurred  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  was 
caused  by  the  kick  of  a horse  which  he 
had  raised  from  a colt,  the  accident  hap- 
pening while  he  was  harnessing  the  animal  pre- 
])aratory  to  going  to  Providence.  He  married 
in  Columbia,  S.  C.,  Jane  Adelaide  Antony, 
a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  to  this  union  came 
a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Lydia  and 
George,  who  both  died  in  infancy ; Charles,  who 
<lied  in  North  Kingstown;  Christopher:  Charlotte; 
Abby  ; Royal ; Ruth  ; Eliza  : Roby  ; Adelaide  ; An- 
tony, and  Cynthia  P)ailey. 

(VI)  Cynthia  Pailey  Vaughn,  daughter  of 
Royal,  married  Freeman  Cudworth,  Sr.,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  Freeman  Cudworth  and  Mrs. 
Cynthia  J.  A.  Kinney. 

THOMAS  KINNEY,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Alary  (P)arlow)  Kinney,  was  horn  in  Alattapoisett, 
Alass.,  on  the  shores  of  Buzzard’s  Bay,  Nov.  22, 
1834.  and  died  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Oct.  14,  1901. 


Between  these  dates  intervened  three-score  and 
more  years  of  active,  useful  life.  Mr.  Kinney’s 
early  school  days  were  passed  in  Alattapoisett, 
Alass.  The  family  removed  to  Alanville,  R.  I., 
when  he  was  a young  lad,  and  there  he  finished  his 
schooling  and  learned  his  trade  in  a machine  sho]), 
later  being  employed  in  a machine  shop  in  Paw- 
tucket, and  as  a die-maker  on  fine  jewelry  work  in 
Attleboro.  In  1857  he  went  to  Westerly,  R.  I., 
and  was  employed  as  tool  maker  in  the  machine 
shop  of  Cottrell  & Bahcock,  and  later  at  the  ])ress 
works  of  C.  B.  Cottrell  & .Sons  Company,  where  he 
remained  until  within  a few  months  of  his  death. 

While  a young  man  Air.  Kinney’s  musical  taste 
and  ability  led  him  to  join  the  Westerly  band,  in 
which  he  held  a continuous  membership  for  thirty- 
three  years,  and  for  twenty-five  years  of  that  time 
he  was  president.  He  had  many  opportunities  to 
join  other  musical  organizations,  prominent  among 
which  was  an  ofifer  from  the  late  D.  W.  Reeves, 
to  join  the  American  Band,  the  leading  band  of 
the  country  at  the  time.  He  refused  all  such  of- 
fers, ])referring  to  remain  quietly  at  home  rather 
than  to  travel  with  any  musical  organization. 

Air.  Kinney  was  a man  loved  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  having  no  enemies,  but  many 
friends,  who  sincerely  mourned  his  loss.  He  so 
loved  the  l)eauties  of  nature  that  his  home  was  one 
of  the  garden  spots  of  Westerly,  many  of  his  hours 
before  and  after  his  daily  work  being  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  flowers,  of  which  the  yard  sur- 
rounding his  home  l)ore  evidence. 

On  Aug.  9,  1859,  Mr.  Kinney  was  married  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  to  Cynthia  Jane  Adelaide,  daugh- 
ter of  Freeman  and  Cynthia  B.  (Vaughn)  Cud- 
worth, of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  To  them  w^ere  lx)rn  a 
daughter  and  a son:  Alaude  Adelaide  married  D. 
L.  Baxter,  and  they  have  two  children,  Adelaide 
A’aughn  and  Ernestine  May.  Ernest  L.  married 
Alary  Isabelle  Hall,  and  has  one  daughter,  Maude 
Isabelle;  he  travels  for  the  Huber  Press  Company 
and  resides  in  Taunton,  Alassachusetts. 

Airs.  Kinney  resides  with  her  daughter.  Airs. 
Baxter,  in  Pawtucket,  and  ])asses  her  summers  at 
her  beautiful  cottage  at  Watch  Hill,  Rhode  Island. 

RICE  ARNOLD,  who  passed  away  June  9, 
1890,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Apponaug  cemetery, 
was  one  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Warwick.  He  was  born  on  the  old  Arnold  home- 
stead. “Elm  Crest,’’  in  Cowesett,  Nov.  22,  1827. 

The  Arnolds  of  Warwick,  descending  from  the 
early  stock  of  the  Rhode  Island  family,  come 
largely  from  William  Arnold,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land, sailing  from  Dartmouth  with  his  family  May 
1.  1635.  He  arrived  in  New  England  in  June  fol- 
lowing. and  for  a time  was  at  Hingham,  Alass. 
He  came  to  Providence.  R.  I.,  in  the  Spring  of 
1636.  The  children  horn  to  William  Arnold  and 
his  wife  Christian  (Peak)  Arnold  were:  Eliza- 
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beth,  Benedict,  Joanna  and  Stephen.  Of  these, 
Benedict,  who  lived  at  Providence  and  Newport, 
was  long  prominent  in  public  affairs,  was  commis- 
sioner, assistant,  president  of  the  four  towns  from 
1657  to  1663  (excepting  one  year),  and  Governor 
much  of  the  time  from  1663  to  1678. 

Stephen  Arnold,  son  of  William,  born  in  1622, 
married  in  1646,  Sarah  Smith,  and  like  his  brother 
Benedict  was  long  in  public  service.  He  was  for 
many  years  deputy  and  assistant.  Pie  lived  in 
Providence.  Her  children  were : Esther,  Israel, 
Stephen,  Elizabeth,  Elisha,  Sarah  and  Phebe. 

Israel  Arnold,  born  in  1O49,  niarried  in  1677, 
Mary  Smith.  He  settled  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick, R.  1.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1681,  and 
was  deputy  or  representative  to  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly many  years  between  1683  and  1706.  His 
children  were : Israel,  Mary,  W' illiam,  Stephen, 
Elisha,  James,  Sarah,  Josiah,  Joseph  and  Barbara. 
Of  these  Elisha  Arnold  (whose  wife  was  Hannah), 
Israel  (whose  wife  was  Dorothy)  and  Josiah 
(whose  wife  was  Elizabeth)  each  had  a son  Joseph, 
born  respectively  March  2,  1716;  Nov.  17,  1722; 
and  Jan.  22,  1725. 

Joseph  Arnold,  of  unconnected  antecedents, 
was  of  Warwick.  He  married  Diana  Briggs. 

Nicholas  Arnold,  son  of  Joseph,  just  mentioned, 
married  June  24,  1779,  Hannah,  born  Oct.  12,  1758, 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Wait  Vaughn.  Mr. 
Arnold  settled  at  what  is  now  “Elm  Crest”  near 
Cowesett,  in  Warwick,  in  1780.  He  became  a 
large  land  owner,  and  made  extensive  improve- 
ments on  his  property.  He  was  active  in  public 
life  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  and  in  other  offices. 

Russell  Arnold,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Hannah, 
was  born  Eeb.  14,  1780.  He  passed  his  entire  life 
devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  making  many  im- 
provements on  his  farm.  He  died  in  1864,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  burial  ground  on  the  farm.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Church.  On  Nov. 
2,  1800,  he  married  Polly  Rice,  daughter  of  Henry 
Rice,  and  she  died  in  1827,  and  was  buried  on  the 
farm.  To  this  marriage  were  born  three  children, 
namely : Hannah,  who  married  Z.  R.  Tucker,  of 
Providence;  Nicholas,  a jeweler,  who  died  in  Provi- 
dence; and  Rice.  Mr.  Arnold  married  (second) 
Susan  Reynolds,  who  survived  him  one  year,  and 
she  too  rests  in  the  family  cemeter}-. 

Rice  Arnold,  son  of  Russell  and  Polly,  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Warwick  and 
East  Greenwich  Academy.  He  worked  at  home 
until  he  began  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  attention  until  his  father’s 
failing  health  and  advancing  years  called  him 
home,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  had 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  He  was  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community  where  he  passed  the  best 
years  of  his  life.  In  political  preference  he  was  a 


Republican,  but  he  cared  nothing  for  the  holding 
of  public  office.  He  was  a man  of  temperate  hab- 
its, and  lived  up  to  the  principles  of  the  Baptist 
faith  in  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  he  served 
his  church  for  many  years  as  deacon,  holding  that 
office  until  his  death. 

On  Jan.  i,  1857,  Mr.  Arnold  married  Mary  J. 
Budlong,  born  in  Apponaug,  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Lydia  Ann  (Wilbur)  Dudlong.  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  union : Russell  Greene,  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Providence,  married  Martha 
E.  Knight,  and  died  in  June,  1903,  the  father  of 
three  children,  Mary  Etta,  Russell  Greene,  Jr.,  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy ; William  Rice,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  married  Laura 
Card,  and  died  in  March,  1907,  leaving  one  child, 
Irma  Leora ; and  Fred  Wallace,  a contractor  and 
builder,  married  Fannie  Hudson,  and  has  one  child, 
Clifton  Rice.  Mrs.  Rice  Arnold  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  is  a descendant  of  some  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Rhode  Island,  and  full  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  Budlong  and  Wilbur  families 
elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

Moses  Budlong,  father  of  IMrs.  Arnold,  was 
born  in  Norwood,  town  of  Warwick,  and  after  ac- 
(puring  a common  school  education,  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade  with  Thomas  Wilbur,  with 
whom  he  worked  until  he  started  in  business  for 
himself  as  a contractor  and  builder,  making  his 
home  in  Apponaug.  He  did  a great  deal  of  work 
for  the  Spragues  at  Arctic  village.  For  some  time 
he  had  William  Tibbitts  as  a partner,  and  he  was 
actively  at  work  until  late  in  life,  when  he  retired. 
He  died  at  his  home  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery.  In  his  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a Baptist. 

]\lr.  Budlong  married  Lydia  Ann  Wilbur, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  (Rice)  Wil- 
bur, and  she  died  at  Apponaug,  and  was  buried  in 
Swan  Point  cemetery.  Nine  children  blessed  their 
union,  as  follows:  Susan,  who  died  young; 
Thomas  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years 
(he  married  Susan  Smith,  who  survives  him); 
Mary  J.,  who  married  Rice  Arnold ; Lydia 
Amanda,  who  married  William  Briggs,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  both  are  now  deceased;  IMoses,  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Providence ; Harriet,  who 
died  young ; Clara  Ella,  who  died  in  young  woman- 
hood ; Ann  Eliza,  who  married  Daniel  P.  Bur- 
dick, of  Providence ; and  Ida  M.,  principal  of  the 
Somerset  street  school.  Providence. 

COLWELL  (Smitlffield  family).  For  genera- 
tions there  has  lived  in  the  town  of  Smitlffield 
and  vicinity  a family  bearing  the  name  of  Colwell, 
the  posterity  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (White) 
Colwell,  of  Providence.  Mr.  Colwell  bought  a 
house  and  house-lot  in  1654  “lying  betwixt  Edward 
Inman  and  John  Smith.”  He  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  IMay,  1666.  He  was  of  Long  Island 
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Dec.  31,  1670.  His  children  were:  Robert,  born 
Jan.  9,  1662;  and  Elizabeth,  born  July  i,  1664. 
This  son  Robert  Colwell  married  Ainey  Down- 
ing, and  their  children  of  Bristol  (now  Rhode  Is- 
land, but  then  Massachusetts)  record  were : jNIar- 
garet,  born  July  17,  1699;  Mary,  born  Nov.  4, 
1700;  Robert,  born  Jan.  26,  1702;  Amey,  born  June 
23,  1703  ; Richard,  born  March  23,  1705  ; Elizabeth, 
born  Sept.  4,  1706;  John,  born  July  12,  1708;  Wil- 
liam, born  Dee.  23,  1709;  Sarah,  born  June  ii, 
1711;  and  Ruth,  born  June  30,  1713.  Austin  says 
that  the  father  of  this  family  may  have  removed  to 
Glocester,  Rhode  Island. 

From  the  Smithfield  family  of  Colwells  alluded 
to  in  the  foregoing,  beginning  with  John  Colwell, 
has  descended  the  present  Franklin  Steere  Colwell, 
one  of  that  town’s  substantial  men  and  enterprising 
agriculturists,  a number  of  whose  ancestors  were 
of  early  and  prominent  Rhode  Island  settlement, 
among  them  Thomas  Olney,  a co-worker  with 
Roger  Williams  and  with  him  one  of  the  founders 
of  this  Commonwealth;  and  John  Steere,  who  set- 
tled in  Providence  as  early  as  1660,  in  which  year 
he  was  granted  land.  One  of  Mr.  Colwell’s  ances- 
tors, too,  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution,  John 
Olney,  who  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

John  Colwell,  the  great-grandfather  of  Frank- 
lin S.,  was  a farmer  and  cooper,  and  resided  in 
Smithfield  near  the  present  town  lines  of  Smith- 
field,  Glocester  and  North  Smithfield.  As  before 
stated,  in  addition  to  his  farming  interests  he  en- 
gaged at  coopering  and  for  those  times  did  cpiite 
a business  in  his  line.  He  had  a shop  on  his  farm, 
and  in  addition  to  making  barrels  he  would  turn 
out  shooks  and  hoops  for  other  parties.  He  had 
the  assistance  of  each  of  his  sons  in  the  shop  and 
in  that  way  they  all  acquired  a knowledge  of  the 
trade.  John  Colwell  married  Elizabeth  Parker,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  several 
daughters.  The  sons  were : Esek,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  in  Scituate ; Olney,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  first  in  Glocester,  later  in 
Greystone,  where  he  died  ; John,  who  was  a farmer 
and  resided  in  Glocester  (he  was  the  father  of  John 
S.  Colwell,  of  Pawtuxet,  in  whose  sketch  the 
family  records  appears)  ; and  George. 

George  Colwell,  grandfather  of  Franklin  S., 
was  born  March  16,  1780,  and  resided  in  Glocester, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  exactly  the  same  busi- 
ness lines  as  his  father.  He  died  very  suddenly, 
]\larch  8,  1831,  while  apparently  in  the  very  best 
of  health.  He  married  Elizabeth  Olney  (born 
April  12,  1788,  died  Sept.  2,  1837),  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Steere)  Olney,  both  of  whom 
descended  from  ancient  and  jjrominent  Rhode  Is- 
land families. 

John  Olney  was  born  June  22,  1747,  and  was  a 
descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Thomas 
Olney,  a native  of  Hertfordshire,  England,  who 
came  to  the  American  Colonies  in  1635,  in  the  ship 


“Planter,”  stopping  for  a time  at  Salem,  Mass., 
where  he  was  made  a freeman  that  same  year. 
In  company  with  Roger  Wdlliams  he  visited  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay  previous  to  INIarch,  1638,  and  with 
eleven  others  formed  a new  settlement  at  the  head 
of  the  bay,  which  they  named  Providence,  thus 
becoming  the  original  thirteen  proprietors  of  Provi- 
dence. From  Thomas  Olney  John  Olney’s  lineage 
is  through  Epenetus  Olney,  Epenetus  (2)  and  Jo- 
seph Olney.  John  Olney  was  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  and  it  is  said  that  the  firing  of  the  cannon  at 
that  battle  was  heard  at  his  home  in  Glocester, 
Rhode  Island. 

The  children  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Colwell 
were:  (i)  Lydia  Steere,  born  Sept.  25,  1813, 

died  Oct.  16,  1854,  unmarried.  (2)  James  Olney, 
born  Nov.  7,  1815,  died  Aug.  28,  1833.  (3)  Har- 
ris Whipple  was  born  July  17,  1819.  (4)  Ray- 

mond Perry,  born  Aug.  15,  1822,  married  Lucina 
Smith,  and  died  Oct.  19,  1897.  He  was  a farmer 
and  resided  in  Glocester,  where  he  was  prominent 
in  town  affairs,  holding  a number  of  the  town 
offices.  He  was  the  father  of  one  son,  George  Dal- 
las, who  died  in  February,  1873,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  while  attending  the  Wilbraham  Academy, 
at  Wilbraham,  Mass.  (5)  Esther  Ann  Elizabeth, 
born  July  25,  1831,  is  unmarried  and  resides  in 
Providence. 

Harris  Whipple  Colwell  was  born  in  Glocester, 
and  his  education  was  received  in  the  district 
schools.  He  remained  at  home,  and  in  company 
with  his  brother  Raymond  P.  conducted  the  home 
farm,  where  he  continued  until  his  marriage.  He 
then  removed  to  the  town  of  Burrillville,  where  he 
rented  a small  farm,  subsequently  removing  to 
another  farm  in  the  town,  in  which  he  resided 
seven  years,  until  about  1862,  when  he  came  to 
Smithfield  and  purchased  of  Col.  Sessions  Mowry 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Benjamin 
Burlingame.  He  resided  there  for  one  year  and 
then  disposed  of  it  and  removed  to  the  Harris 
Steere  farm,  which  he  purchased  from  the  heirs 
of  his  father-in-law,  making  his  home  there  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  died  Nov.  i,  1887,  and  was 
buried  in  a private  yard  on  his  farm.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  never 
cared  for  public  office. 

Mr.  Colwell  married  Ellen  Louisa  Steere,  who 
was  born  in  Glocester,  Sept.  18,  1830,  daughter  of 
Plarris  and  Ada  (Tucker)  Steere,  he  born  June 
24,  1799,  and  she  Oct.  13,  1805.  Mr.  Steere  was  a 
descendant  of  John  Steere  and  his  wife  Hannah 
(Wickenden),  the  former  the  founder  of  the 
Rhode  Island  family,  who  was  at  Providence  as 
early  as  1660,  when  granted  land,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  was  accepted  as  townsman.  From 
John  and  Hannah  (Wickenden)  Steere  Harris 
Steere’s  descent  is  through  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Field)  Steere,  Jonah  and  Lydia  (W'hipple) 
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Steere  and  Xcheiniah  and  Rachel  (Harris)  Steere. 

Airs.  Colwell  survived  her  husband  until  Feb. 
14,  1898.  She  was  a ineinher  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church  at  Greenville.  Air.  and  Airs.  Colwell  were 
the  parents  of  two  children,  A Lyra  Elizabeth  and 
Frankdin  Steere.  The  daughter,  born  Sept.  i, 
1857,  in  Burrillville,  graduated  from  the  Lapham 
Institute  in  1876,  and  the  State  Normal  School 
in  1882.  She  taught  one  term  in  the  district 
school  in  Smithhelu,  and  seven  years  in  the  State 
street  primary  school,  Frovidence.  She  resides 
with  her  brother  on  the  home  farm. 

h'R.VNKi.ix  Steere  Colwell  was  born  April 
10,  1866,  on  the  farm  he  occupies,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  work.  He  attended  the  district  school  and 
AJowry  &■  Goff's  English  and  Classical  School,  and 
after  leaving  school  he  took  the  management  of 
the  farm  for  his  father,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
same.  He  is  engaged  at  general  farming,  making 
a specialty,  however,  of  truck  farming.  Air.  Coi- 
well  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town,  and 
h}-  many  it  is  considered  the  best  kept.  He  has 
made  many  extensive  improvements  on  the  prop- 
ert}-,  erecting  new  and  modern  buildings,  and  the 
house,  which  was  built  in  1815,  has  been  re- 
modelled and  fitted  with  modern  improvements. 
With  the  beautiful  surroundings  it  is  certainly  a 
model  farm  home. 

( )n  Jan.  i,  1896,  Air.  Colwell  was  married  in 
Smithlield  to  hwelyn  AI.  A\'alcott,  daughter  of  Ho- 
ratio Walcott,  of  Smithheld.  Air.  Colwell  is  a 
l\e])uhlican  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  h'ree 
Baptist  Church  at  Greenville.  He  is  popular 
among  his  acquaintances,  and  is  a liberal,  ])uhlic- 
spirited,  and  re])resentative  citizen. 

WTLFIAAI  RHOJAES  wilder,  a successful 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  was  born  Nov.  ii. 
1843,  t't  (docester,  R.  1.,  the  house  standing  very 
near  the  h'oster  town  line. 

i he  first  record  we  have  of  the  Wilder  family 
in  Rhode  Island  is  the  marriage  (Scituate  town 
record)  of  Asaph  A\  ilder,  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  to 
Olive,  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Alary 
( Rhodes)  \\  ilkinson,  of  Scituate.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  Alarch  29,  1778,  by  Elder  John 
A\  estcott.  Asaph  \A  ilder  was  horn  Aug.  20,  17 so. 
and  died  May  10,  1799.  His  wife  was  horn  March 
23)  D5^)  ^”<1  (lEd  April  28,  1807.  was  a de- 

scendant in  the  fifth  generation  from  (I)  Law- 
rance  Wilkinson,  the  American  ancestor  of  the 
family,  her  line  being  through  f II)  Samuel.  (Ill) 
Joseph  and  (IT)  Cajff.  Benjamin.  Alary  Rhodes, 
wife  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Wilkinson,  was  a daughter 
of  Zachariah  Rhodes  and  a great-granddaughter  of 
Zachariah  Rhodes,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Paw- 
tuxet.  J'lhodc  Island. 

To  Asaph  and  Olive  (AA’ilkinson)  AVilder  were 
horn  children  as  follows:  (i)  William  Rhodes 
married  Eliza  Alayhury  and  resided  in  Newport, 


R.  I.  He  went  to  Havana,  Cuba,  on  business,  and 
there  died  in  1810,  and  was  brought  home  and 
buried  in  Scituate.  (2)  Benjamin  W.  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  (3)  Stephen  married  Bet- 
sey Harris  and  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  He  became  a wealthy  man.  (4)  James 
married  Susan  Wilmarth  and  removed  to  Mont- 
gomery, Ohio.  (5)  Asaph  is  mentioned  below. 
(6)  Sarah  married  Jeremiah  Boss  and  lived  in 
Providence.  (7)  Olive  married  Phili])  Alowry  and 
lived  in  Scituate.  (8)  Nancy  married  a Wilmarth. 

Capt.  Asaph  Wihler,  son  of  Asaph  and  Olive, 
was  the  grandfather  of  William  R.  Wilder,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Captain  Wilder  received  his 
title  as  an  officer  in  the  local  militia.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  in  Glocester,  and  was  a man 
of  uncommon  ability  and  recognized  as  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  of  the  community.  He  marricvl 
Mary  (or  Polly)  Alowry,  daughter  of  Abel  Alowry. 
Ca])tain  Wilder  survived  his  wife  hut  a short  time. 
They  had  children  as  follows : Alaria  married 
Henry  Hopkins  and  removed  to  Yellow  Springs, 
Ohio;  John  is  mentioned  below;  Abel  is  a reside.it 
of  A'el'low  S])rings,  Ohio;  Ada  AI.  married  Wil- 
liam O.  Cook,  and  died  in  Providence;  William 
died  in  early  manhood  ; Asaph  married  Nancy  An- 
gell  and  died  in  Providence ; Harriet  H.  died  in 
childhood. 

John  Wilder,  father  of  AA'illiam  Rhodes  Wilder, 
was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Glocester,  Feb.  17, 
1818,  and  was  there  reared.  In  early  manhood  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  to  which  vocation  he 
devoted  much  attention,  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing, throughout  his  life.  He  married  (first)  Eliza 
Westcott,  daughter  of  Thomas  Knowlton  and  Ly- 
dia (Steere)  Westcott.  and  after  her  death  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Airs.  Laura  Hunt,  who  bore  him 
three  children  : Oliver  A.,  Harriet  H.  and  Asaph. 
The  third  marriage  of  Air.  Wilder  was  to  Airs. 
Philena  Remington.  In  about  1855  Air.  Wilder 
removed  with  his  family  to  Henry  county.  111.,  and 
later  he  removed  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where  he  died  in 
January,  1906.  The  children  of  Air.  Wilder  by 
his  first  marriage  were : William  Rhodes  and  J. 
I'rank.  The  latter  was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army 
as  a member  of  the  12th  R.  I.  \4  I.,  and  died  at 
Aquia  Creek  Hospital,  from  illness  contracted  in 
the  service. 

AA’illiam  Rhodes  AAdlder  received  his  education 
])artly  in  the  Academy  School  in  Scituate,  attending 
during  the  wdnter  of  1855-56  the  Hammond  street 
school.  Providence,  and  later  the  district  school  in 
Henry  county.  111.  When  a youth  of  about  thir- 
teen he  went  to  live  in  Illinois,  and  performed  such 
farm  work  as  could  he  found  for  one  of  his  age  un- 
til the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  then 
onlv  in  his  eighteenth  year,  hut  fired  with  patriotic 
impulse  he  tendered  his  services  to  the  government, 
was  accepted,  and  became  a private  in  the  9th  Illi- 
nois Cavalry.  He  served  throughout  the  war,  and 
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was  with  his  regiment  in  all  its  vicissitudes.  Nearly 
all  its  serviee  was  in  the  southwest,  where,  in 
western  Tennessee,  they  were  constantlv  acting  as 
skirmishers  or  raiders.  He  served  under  Generals 
Steele,  Sherman  and  Thomas,  being  with  the  last 
named  when  the  Confederate  General  Hood  was 
routed  at  Nashville.  He  was  in  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal engagements  in  the  southwest,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Selma,  Ala.,  Oct.  31,  1865, 
and  subsequently  mustered  out  at  Springfield,  111. 
There  he  remained  until  January,  1868,  when  he 
returned  to  Rhode  Island,  becoming  a resident  of 
Scituate.  After  bis  marriage  he  was  employed  at 
that  place  for  a few  years,  later  removing  to  Hope- 
dale,  Mass.,  where  he  was  in  the  spindle  mill  of 
an  uncle,  Asa  A.  Westcott,  for  fourteen  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1888  he  purchased  the  Benoni  Ma- 
thewson  farm  in  Johnston,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, and  during  his  ownership  of  the  property 
many  improvements  have  been  made.  Mr.  Wilder 
is  engaged  in  general  farming,  along  the  most  j)ro- 
gressive  lines.  He  is  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited,  co-operating  in  all  measures  that  will  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  community,  town  or  State, 
and  is  most  highly  respected  as  a citizen,  enjoying 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  His  home  bears  indications  of 
refinement  and  culture,  and  the  latch-string  is  al- 
ways within  easy  reach  of  friends  or  acquaintances. 
Mr.  Wilder  has  taken  no  s])ecial  part  or  interest  in 
political  affairs,  though  he  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  sentiment. 

On  Sept.  T2.  1869,  i\Ir.  \\’ilder  married  Eliza- 
beth Weaver  Tcurtellot,  who  was  born  in  Scituate, 
i\Iay  14,  1846,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Eliza  L.  (IMan- 
chester)  Tourtellot.  and  a descendant  of  Abraham 
Tourtellot  and  Gabriel  Bernon,  concerning  whom 
much  will  be  found  on  other  pages.  Eive  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilder;  (i)  Jacob 
B.  W.  resides  in  Johnston,  where  he  is  prominent 
in  town  affairs ; he  married  Gertrude  MTbh,  and 
their  children  are  Webb  Westcott  and  Magel.  (2) 
Frank  K.  resides  in  Providence,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  milk  business ; he  married  Lillian 
Gardner,  and  they  have  one  child,  Natalie.  (3) 
Eliza  W.,  a most  estimable  young  lady,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two.  (4)  \Villiam  T.  resides  with 
his  parents  on  the  home  farm.  (5)  Raymond  M. 
is  at  home. 

BARBER.  Hosea  Barber,  the  early  ancestor 
of  Dr.  J.  D.  Barber,  of  Westerly.  R.  L,  was  mar- 
ried by  Joseph  Glarke,  J.  P..  Dec.  t8,  1794,  to 
Catherine  Lamphere,  and  they  had  issue : Ho.sea, 
horn  Sept.  13.  1799.  who  married  Fanny  Pendle- 
ton; Jared,  born  Sept.  19,  1801;  Catherine,  born 
Nov.  12,  1803:  Paul  iMaxon.  born  Feb.  28,  1806, 
who  married  Almira  Dewey;  and  Eunice,  born 
April  I,  1813.  He  lived  in  the  town  of  Westerly, 
having  a home  in  the  northern  part,  and  followed 
his  trade  of  ship  carpenter  in  Westerly  and  War- 
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wick,  R.  I.,  and  Mystic,  Conn.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig.  In  reli.git)n  he  was  a Seventh  Day 
Baptist. 

Jared  Barber,  son  of  Hosea,  was  born  .Sept. 
19,  1801,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  was  married  by 
lildcr  Asher  Miner,  b'eb.  12,  1825,  to  Eliza  Stanton, 
of  Stonington.  They  had  issue ; Jared,  ensign, 
Company  I,  1st  Regiment  R.  I.  militia,  and  first 
lieutenant,  9th  R.  I.,  three  months'  regiment,  left 
a widow  wdio  lived  at  Bridgeport,  •Conn. ; Edwin 
died  young;  Elizabeth  died  young;  Erastus  W., 
orderly  sergeant  in  Company  I,  1st  R.  I.  Regi- 
ment, was  ship  carpenter  for  the  Smith  Granite 
Company;  Henry  S.  lived  in  Ashaway,  R.  1. ; 
Paul  Maxon  was  superintendent  of  schools  for 
over  twenty  years  at  Ashaway,  R.  I. ; Charles  Ed- 
win, of  School  street,  AAsterly,  a carpenter,  is  de- 
ceased ; Mary  D.  is  deceased ; Thomas  A.  is  men- 
tioned below.  All  were  born  at  A'esterly. 

Jared  Barber  was  a ship  carpenter  by  trade 
and  owned  and  lived  on  a small  farm.  He  moved 
to  Ashaway  for  a few  years  and  later  to  Ho])kin- 
ton,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a Seventh  Day  Baptist.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican. 

Thomas  Alvin  Barber,  son  of  Jared  and  Eliza 
(Stanton)  Barber,  was  born  Jan.  3.  1843,  in 
\\'estcrly.  During  his  boyhood  he  worked  on  the 
farm  in  summer  and  attended  school  during  the 
winter  months  at  Potter  Hill  and  Hojikinton 
Academy.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  in 
1861,  although  only  in  his  nineteenth  year,  he 
was  in.spired  with  a desire  to  do  a part  in  the 
grand  strife  for  the  preservation  of  the  Cnion,  and 
on  the  25th  of  September  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
4th  Regiment  R.  I.  A'ols.,  then  being  formed  on 
“Camp  Green"  in  Rhode  Island,  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war.  His  regiment  partici]iatcd  in  the 
battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  wading  the  swamp  waist 
deep  in  winter,  and  making  the  tlank  movement 
which  routed  the  enemy  and  closed  the  battle. 
Later,  at  the  battle  of  Newbern,  it  also  took  a 
prominent  part,  leading  the  grand  charge  which 
gave  the  victory  to  the  Uiflon  troops.  Its  action 
in  the  siege  of  Fort  Macon,  the  liattlcs  of  South 
iVIountain,  Antictam,  Fredericksburg  and  Peters- 
burg, as  well  as  in  numerous  small  engagements 
and  skirmishes,  gave  it  the  name  of  “The  Fighting 
Fourth.”  At  the  battle  of  Antictam  i\Ir.  Barber 
was  one  of  .seventeen  survivors  of  his  company. 
The  regiment’s  history  and  record  is  his  war  rec- 
ord. He  was  constantly  with  his  command,  ])ar- 
ticipating  in  all  of  its  hardshi])s,  ])rivations  and 
dangers,  and  being  ])romoted  from  private  to  third 
sergeant  of  his  company,  which  place  he  held  at 
the  time  of  his  discharge,  after  more  than  three 
years  of  active  service.  He  received  his  discharge 
at  Providence,  Oct.  15,  1864. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  i\lr.  Barber  was 
not  idle  long.  From  May,  1865,  to  February, 
1869,  he  was  employed  in  the  counting-room  and 
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store  of  C.  Maxson  «S:  Co.,  of  Westerly.  On  Nov. 
18,  1867,  married  Sarah  Jane  Kenyon,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Kenyon,  of  Hopkinton,  and 
two  children  were  born  to  them:  Joseph  DeVere, 
a physician  of  Westerly,  and  Hattie  Florine,  who 
died  aged  twelve  years.  On  April  i,  1869,  Air. 
Barber  engaged  in  business  in  the  “Jacob  Babcock’’ 
store,  in  Ashaway.  In  1872  he  erected  his  resi- 
dence in  Ashaway,  now  .occupied  by  George  H. 
Spicer.  In  1877,  Air.  Barber’s  business  having 
outgrown  its  limited  quarters,  he  erected  the  build- 
ing known  as  Ashaway  Hall,  fitting  for  his  own 
use  a large  and  commodious  store  on  the  first  floor, 
with  a public  hall  above,  and  a Grand  Army  hall. 
In  1885  he  closed  out  the  dry-goods  business  and 
added  a jewelry  and  silverware  department.  Since 
1869  Barber  has  had  a drug  line,  and  he  is 
the  only  registered  pharmacist  at  Ashaway. 

Mr.  Barber  is  a member  of  the  First  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hopkinton.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Franklin  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  Palmer 
Chapter,  and  Narragansett  Commandery,  of  Wes- 
terly, being  eminent  commander  of  his  com- 
mandery, and  a member  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Alassachusetts.  He  is.  a mem- 
ber of  John  A.  Logan  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  26,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  commander.  He  has  been 
adjutant  of  the  post  for  many  years. 

J.  DeVere  B.\rber,  AI.  D.,  son  of  Thomas  A. 
and  Sarah  Jane  (Kenyon)  Barber,  was  born  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  Alarch  3,  1871.  He  attended  the 
public  school  in  Ashaway,  and  graduated  from  the 
Westerly  high  school  in  1890,  and  from  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  in  1893. 
For  two  years  he  was  in  the  Norwegian  Hospital 
in  Brooklyn,  where  he  was  ambulance  surgeon  and 
house  surgeon.  For  six  months  he  practiced  in 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.  He  was  a partner  of  Dr.  John 
D.  Kenyon  for  two  years,  in  Westerly,  and  has 
since  practiced  alone.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Westerly  Physicians  Association,  the  Washington 
County  Aledical  Society,  the  Rhode  Island  Aledi- 
cal  Society  and  the  American  Aledical  Association, 
and  of  Franklin  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.  Dr.  Bar- 
ber married  June  12,  1901,  in  Westerly,  Alary, 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Evans. 

John  Stanton  Kenyon,  of  Sterling,  Conn.,  the 
maternal  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Barber, 
married  Hannah  Wstcott.  and  had  issue:  Joseph 
D.,  Peleg,  Oliver  S.,  Stanton  W.,  Shetley,  Alfred, 
Sheffield,  Eliza  and  Penelope. 

Dr.  Joseph  D.  Kenyon  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1792,  in  Sterling,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Flopkinton, 
R.  L,  June  29,  1879.  Thirsting  for  knowledge 
he  left  home  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  seek 
an  education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  hav- 
ing taught  in  the  meantime  to  replenish  an  ex- 
hausted purse,  he  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  Hazard,  in  Sonth  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  in  that 


town,  in  Westerly  and  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  were 
spent  all  the  years  of  his  career  as  a physician. 
In  1824  Dr.  Kenyon  married  (first)  Erances  W. 
Noyes,  who  died  in  1828,  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren : Anne  Erances,  who  married  Dr.  Daniel 
Lewis,  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy.  Dr. 
Kenyon  married  (second)  in  1829  Lydia  R. 
Noyes,  and  to  this  union  were  born:  Harriet  AI., 
who  married  the  late  Edwin  N.  Denison,  of  Wes- 
terly; Sarah  J.,  who  married  Thomas  A.  Barber; 
Aliss  Emma  E. ; John  D.,  and  William  Henry,  of 
Quonochontaug. 

Eor  more  than  sixty  years  Dr.  Kenyon  per- 
formed with  great  success,  and  over  a broad  range 
of  country,  the  duties  involved  in  his  profession. 
He  occupied  a prominent  place  as  a consulting 
physician,  and  was  a welcome  visitor  in  multitudes 
of  homes  where  his  skill  had  inspired  confidence, 
and  his  genial  nature  brought  sunshine  into  rooms 
of  sickness  and  distress.  While  ministering  to  the 
bodies  of  those  entrusted  to  his  care  he  frequently 
sought  to  bring  spiritual  ministrations  to  the  souls 
of  the  suffering.  Dr.  Kenyon  was  a true  gentle- 
man, a gentleman  of  that  old  school  of  manners 
now  fast  passing  away.  Eor  several  years  he  was 
a teacher  in  the  schools  of  South  Kingstown,  and 
for  a long  time  a leader  in  the  educational  interests 
of  Hopkinton,  superintending  the  schools  and  ex- 
amining the  teachers.  He  also  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a mem- 
Ijer  of  the  old  State  Board  of  Aledical  Examiners, 
at  whose  hands  candidates  for  the  medical  profes- 
sion sought  their  certificates.  He  was  a devout 
Christian,  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit, 
exemplifying  in  his  daily  life  the  religion  he  pro- 
fessed. 

Dr.  John  Denison  Kenyon,  who  was  one  of 
the  best  known  physicians  of  Westerly,  was  born 
April  I,  1834,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  son  of  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Denison  and  Lydia  R.  (Noyes)  Kenyon.  He 
was  educated  at  the  old  Westerly  Academy  and  at 
DeRuyter  Institute,  DeRuyter,  N.  Y.  For  about 
three  years  he  taught  school  in  Westerly  and 
Charlestown.  He  studied  medicine  with  his  father, 
and  completed  his  medical  course  at  the  Albany 
Aledical  College,  being  graduated  Dec.  22,  1857. 
He  began  practice  at  his  father's  old  home  near 
Niantic  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  but  soon  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Ashaway,  where  he  re- 
mained in  practice  cpiite  a number  of  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1889  he  removed  to  Westerly,  which 
became  the  scene  of  his  later  activities.  Dr.  Ken- 
yon was  a member  of  the  New  Wrk  State  Aledi- 
cal Society,  and  of  the  Washington  County  Aledi- 
cal Society.  He  was  health  officer  of  Hopkinton, 
and  at  one  time  was  a director  of  the  Ashaway 
National  Bank.  A Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  sev- 
eral times  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State.  However,  he  never 
sought  public  office,  preferring  to  quietly  practice 
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his  profession,  and  through  his  skill  aid  man- 
kind. 

Dr.  Kenyon  was  married  Sept.  8,  1877,  to  Mollv 
A.  Langworthy,  daughter  of  William  R.  Lang- 
worthy, and  to  this  union  came  one  son,  Harold 
Denison,  born  Dec.  26,  1878,  who  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Westerly,  R.  I.  Three  sisters  and  one 
brother  survived  Dr.  Kenyon.  He  died  at  his  home 
in  Westerly  Aug.  12,  1903.  Rev.  A.  E.  Main,  of 
Alfred,  N.  Y.,  formerly  of  the  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Ashaway,  conducted  the  funeral 
services,  speaking  of  Dr.  Kenyon  as  his  friend,  and 
it  was  the  well  known  friendly  character  of  the 
Doctor  that  he  dwelt  upon,  in  words  that  were  re- 
sponded to  by  all  who  learned  to  regard  the  physi- 
cian as'  the  best  of  friends  in  sickness  or  in  health. 

Harold  Denison  Kenyon,  born  Dec.  26,  1878, 
spent  his  early  school  days  in  Ashaway  and  at  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  graduating  from  the  Westerly  high 
school.  He  attended  Brown  University  for  one  year, 
and  then  entered  the  medical  department  of 
Columbia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1903.  He  began  practice  in  Westerly 
in  1904. 

ALBURTA  DARLING  SWEET.  The  late 
Alburta  D.  Sweet,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  the  Olney- 
ville  section  of  Providence,  was  a man  who  had 
a wide  acquaintance  throughout  Western  Rhode 
Island,  and  possessed  those  traits  of  character  which 
made  and  held  for  him  many  friends.  Mr.  Sweet 
was  a son  of  the  late  Darling  E.  and  Mary  (Well- 
man) Sweet,  the  latter  now  residing  at  Chestnut 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  Killingly,  Connecticut. 

Alburta  D.  Sweet  was  the  youngest  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased,  the  death  of  four  occurring  within  a 
short  space  of  time.  Of  these,  Otis  E.  was  a lumber 
dealer  at  Westport,  Conn.,  accumulating  a large 
property,  and  he  died  there  June  i,  1905;  George 
F.  was  an  extensive  and  successful  lumber  dealer 
at  Sheffield,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Oct.  18,  1905, 
leaving  three  sons  and  five  daughters;  and  Sarah 
A.  married  William  B.  Shippee,  and  died  in  Che- 
pachet,  R.  I.,  Aug.  21,  1905,  leaving  one  son  and 
three  daughters. 

Alburta  Darling  Sweet  was  born  Sept.  23, 
1862,  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  his  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  in  that  town,  Oxford,  Mass., 
and  Providence.  He  had  limited  educational  atl- 
vantages  and  from  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  made 
his  own  living.  In  his  early  ’teens  he  began  driv- 
ing delivery  w^agons  in  Olneyville,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  several  years,  and  being  a hard-working 
and  faithful  employe  he  was  never  out  of  work. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  returned  to  his 
native  town  and  conducted  a general  store  at  what 
is  known  as  the  “Cornell  Stand,”  and  one  year 
later  was  married.  For  a time  he  was  connected 
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with  a steam  sawmill  business  at  Oneco,  Conn., 
removing  from  that  place  to  Glocester.  and,  locat- 
ing on  the  farm  where  he  had  previously  conducted 
a mercantile  business,  he  engaged  in  the  produce 
business.  He  would  buy  calves  and  sheep  in  that 
section  of  the  State  and  Eastern  Connecticut, 
bring  them  to  his  farm,  where  they  were  butchered, 
and  they  were  then  disposed  of  in  Providence. 
This  business  he  carried  on  for  some  time,  remov- 
ing after  a time  to  Scituate,  where  he  carried  on 
the  produce  business  as  he  did  in  Glocester,  and 
also  established  a milk  business.  In  July,  1887, 
Mr.  Sweet  removed  to  Olneyville  and  engaged  in 
the  milk  business,  which  he  followed  with  much 
success,  becoming  the  largest  dealer  in  that  section. 
On  Feb.  i,  1903,  he  disposed  of  this  business  and 
purchased  the  Phebe  Jordan  farm,  containing 
much  woodland,  near  the  Pippin  Orchard  school 
house.  During  the  coal-strike  famine  he  got  out 
fire-wood,  his  venture  proving  a most  profitable 
one.  He  later  became  foreman  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  New  England  Dairy  Company,  at 
Providence,  and  was  so  engaged  until  April,  1905, 
when  he  resigned.  After  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Otis  E.,  he  became  administrator  of  his  large  es- 
tate and  was  devoting  his  entire  attention  to  the 
same  when  his  death  occurred.  He  died  very  sud- 
denly, while  apparently  in  the  best  of  health,  Dec. 
18,  1905,  while  preparing  his  automobile  for  a 
trip  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Sweet  was  married  April  12,  1881.  in 
Killingly,  Conn.,  to  Hattie  Evelyn  Sanders,  born 
Sept.  25,  1861,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
Albert  H.  and  Harriet  L.  (Shippee)  Sanders,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  two  children ; Manfred 
A.,  born  Feb.  27,  1882,  died  July  25,  1888;  and 
Minnie  Darling,  born  June  21,  1884.  In  his  i)oliti- 
cal  views  Mr.  Sweet  was  not  bound  by  party  lines, 
in  local  matters  voting  for  the  man  he  considered 
best  fitted  for  the  office,  and  in  national  affairs 
usually  supporting  Republican  measures.  He 
never  cared  for  nor  would  he  accept  public  office. 
Fraternally  he  was  a member  of  Wamsitta  Tribe 
No.  7,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  Perse- 
verance Lodge,  No.  13,  Knights  of  Pythias.  iMr. 
Sweet  was  a successful  man,  accumulating  a com- 
fortable competence,  through  his  own  exertions. 
His  business  ventures  all  proved  to  be  successful, 
and  he  was  popular  among  his  acquaintances  and 
esteemed  and  respected  by  every  one.  IMrs. 
Sweet  and  her  daughter  Miss  jMinnie  reside  on 
Lowell  avenue,  in  the  Olneyville  section,  and  are 
held  in  the  highest  regard.  They  both  belong  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Ladies,  Faith 
Lodge,  No.  3,  at  Olneyville. 

PECKHAM.  The  Peckham  family,  of  which 
the  late  Abraham  Tilley  Peckham  was  a member, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 
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(I)  John  Peckluun  was  born  in  England,  and 
emigrated  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land, making  his  home  in  Middletown.  Twice 
married,  his  hrst  wife  was  Mary  Clarke,  and  his 
second  Eleanor.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. 

(II)  William  Eeckham,  youngest  son  of  John 
l)v  his  hrst  marriage,  was  born  in  1647,  lived 
in  Newport.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Fir.-.t 
llaptist  Church,  the  fourth  pastor  of  it  and  the 
hrst  Baptist  minister  pi'obably  to  be  ordained 
on  this  continent.  He  had  two  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

till)  Samuel  Beckham,  youngest  son  of  Wil- 
liam, married  Elizabeth  M’eeden,  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  W'eeden,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  Middletown,  dying  there  in  1757.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  them. 

{IV)  William  Beckham  was  born  in  1727  in 
Middletown,  and  there  married  Oct.  5,  Sarah, 

daughter  of  Joshua  Beckham. 

( \')  Joshua  Beckham  was  born  June  18,  1759,- 
married  Rebecca  Horswell,  and  resided  in  Middle- 
town,  Rhode  Island. 

(\T)  Joshua  Beckham  was  born  in,  Middle- 
town,  and  was  reared  to  a farmer's  life,  wdhch  he 
followed  till  advanced  in  years.  He  was  active 
in  religious  work,  belonging  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Newport,  and  he  was  held  in  the  dee])- 
est  respect  and  honor.  His  death  occurred  Sept. 
27,  1871,  and  was  widely  felt.  Twice  married, 
Mr.  Beckham  was  hrst  united  to  Miss  Eliza  R. 
Tilley,  daughter  of  Abraham  1).  Tilley,  of  New- 
])ort.  Mrs.  Beckham,  who  was  born  July  23,  1800, 
died  in  Middletown  iMarch  15,  1854,  leaving  her 
husband  with  a large  family,  as  follows : Abraham 
T. ; Ruth  T.,  who  married  John  Anthony;  William 
T.,  who  married  Caroline  Sanford;  Mary  E.,  who 
married  Benjamin  Anthony;  Michael  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Abbey  I.awton ; Thomas  S.,  who  married 
I’hoebe  B.  Congdon ; Charlotte  S.,  who  died  young; 
Sarah  J.,  who  married  Franklin  Taggart;  Rebecca 
H.,  who  married  Alanson  Beckham;  Charlotte  (2), 
who  died  in  childhood  ; Nancy  C.,  widow  of  Rob- 
ert Coggeshall,  of  Newi)ort;  Joshua,  who  married 
Hattie  (Beckham)  Kaull  and  lives  in  California; 
John  Henry,  twin  brother  of  Joshua,  who  died  in 
childhood ; and  James,  who  married  Sarah  Sher- 
man and  lives  in  Middletown.  E(w  his  second  wife 
i\lr.  Beckham  married  Mrs.  Bhoel)e  Cranston, 
widow  of  Thomas  Cranston. 

(\TI)  Abraham  Tilley  Beckham  was  a 
native  of  Newport,  born  in  1820.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Bortsmouth,  but  his  educational 
opportunities  were  limited,  for  practically  he  began 
to  look  out  for  himself  at  the  early  age  of  nine. 
He  became  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter’s  trade 
and  afterward  worked  as  a journeyman  for  several 
years.  While  still  very  young  he  began  on  his 
own  account  as  a contractor  and  builder  and  was 


so  engaged  for  a period  of  twenty-one  years.  He 
became  well-known  in  the  business,  often  employ- 
ing as  many  as  one  hundred  men,  and  put  up  many 
of  the  handsome  summer  homes  in  Newport. 

At  the  age  of  forty-two  years  Mr.  Beckham 
practically  gave  up  the  contracting  business,  and 
purchasing  a tract  of  land  of  225  acres  in  Borts- 
mouth made  his  home  there  for  twenty-eight  years. 
He  sold  off  no  acres  from  this  farm,  but  retained 
the  rest,  and  its  cultivation  became  his  main  occu- 
pation and  the  special  pride  of  his  later  years.  He 
also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  other  enterprises 
in  company  with  his  sons,  one  of  which  was  the 
operation  of  a large  grain  elevator  at  Farmer  City, 
111.,  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Beckham, 
Ralph  & Co.  'hhey  were  also  connected  with  a 
grain  and  feed  business  in  Boston,  IMass.,  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Beckham,  Mulhall 
& Co.  From  both  of  these  concerns  Mr.  Beckham 
withdrew  several  years  before  his  death.  For  a 
number  of  years  lie  served  as  a director  of  the 
Aquidneck  National  Bank  of  Newport.  In  every 
undertaking  jMr.  Beckham  displayed  a shrewd  busi- 
ness tact  and  acumen  that  in  itself  was  an  earnest 
of  the  success  that  followed  all  his  investments 
and  which  placed  him  in  the  ranks  of  Newport's 
well-to-do  men. 

The  partner  of  Mr.  Beckham's  domestic  life 
was  Miss  Mary  Gibbs  Oman,  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  John  W.  and  ^lary  (Gibbs)  Oman,  to  whom 
he  was  united  April  13,  1842.  IMrs.  Beckham 
proved  herself  a most  devoted  wife  and  mother. 
A family  of  eight  children  was  born  to  her  and 
her  husband:  (i)  John  Oman,  born  June  8, 
1843,  associated  with  his  father  in  business  in 
Illinois,  but  died  when  only  thirty  years  old,  Oct. 
4.  1873.  in  Bortsmouth,  R.  I.  He  married  Miss 
Matilda  Allen,  also  now  deceased,  and  they  had 
children — Herbert  S.,  deceased  ; Edwin  A. ; Anna 
Maud,  deceased;  and  Blanche  Luette.  (2)  Mary, 
born  in  1846,  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Mary  Roberts, 
born  Sept.  7,  1849,  married  Col.  John  Rogers,  of 
New])ort.  who  is  engaged  in  the  music  business. 
He  won  his  title  by  service  during  the  Rebellion, 
rising  from  the  ranks.  He  and  his  wife  had  three 
sons,  viz.:  George  Clarke,  born  Jan.  5.  1872,  who 
died  in  infancy;  John  Oman,  born  Sejit.  6,  1874; 
and  Ralph  Beckham,  born  Aug.  16.  1880.  (4) 

Emma  died  at  the  age  of  five.  (5)  George,  born 
in  November.  1855,  managed  his  father's  grain 
business  in  Boston.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  H. 
Chace,  and  had  one  son,  Earl  Hunt.  (6)  Emma 
F..  born  in  1859,  married  Elbert  A.  Sis.son,  of 
Bortsmouth,  and  died  Dec.  24,  1892.  They  had 
two  daughters,  Ethel  (who  died  aged  sixteen  years) 
and  Helen  Ward.  (7)  Laura,  Imrn  Aug.  13.  1861, 
married  Winfield  S.  Sisson,  of  Newport.  (8) 
Nellie,  born  Nov.  17,  1867.  is  the  wife  of  Barker 
L.  Thurston,  a carpenter  in  Newport,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Ruth  Lawton. 
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.Altliough  he  was  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Keptil)lican  party,  Mr.  Peckham  never  participated 
actively  in  politics.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Methodist,  a member  of  the  First  Church  of  New- 
port, which  he  served  many  years  as  steward,  and 
was  generally  active  in  church  work.  While  a keen 
and  successful  business  man  Mr.  Peckham  was 
also  very  domestic  in  his  tastes  and  spent  as  much 
time  as  possible  with  his  wife  and  family,  having 
been  a devoted  husband  and  father.  He  was  a 
great  reader,  spending  all  his  leisure  moments  in 
that  pleasure ; he  had  an  excellent  memory,  and 
was  unusually  well-informed  on  all  topics  of  im- 
portance. His  death  occurred  in  Portsmouth,  R. 
I.,  Aug.  18,  1890,  when  he  had  just  rounded  out  his 
threescore  years  and  ten.  He  left  behind  the 
memory  of  an  honored  and  useful  life,  and  his 
demise  was  deeply  felt.  His  widow  makes  her 
home  in  Newport  among  her  children  and  grand- 
children. 

JAMES  AlASON  HARNEY,  who  was  for 
many  years  a well  known  citizen  of  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  born  at  Newport, 
Feb.  23,  1822,  son  of  Henry  and  Catharine 
(Owens)  Barney,  and  a nephew  of  Mason  Barney, 
the  well  known  ship-builder  and  founder  of  Bar- 
ney ville.  The  parents  of  xMr.  Barney  both  died 
in  New  York  State. 

James  Mason  Barney  secured  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  birthplace,  after  leaving  which 
he  learned  the  trade  of  ship-builder  in  Swansea. 
For  a few  years  he  lived  in  Rehoboth,  near  the 
Swansea  line,  and  there  followed  his  trade  with 
his  uncle,  at  Barneyville,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  ten  years,  until  the  panic  of  1857,  when  the 
ship  yards  there  were  abandoned.  Mr.  Barney 
then  for  a few  years  worked  at  farming,  in  addition 
to  following  his  trade,  working  at  the  latter  in  the 
ship  yards  at  Providence,  Warren  and  Bristol. 
On  Dec.  31,  1867,  he  located  in  Smithfield,  where 
he  settled  down  to  the  life  of  an  agriculturist,  buy- 
ing the  old  Lebbeus  Whipple  farm  near  Sayles- 
ville,  a tract  of  100  acres  of  excellent  land,  and 
on  this  property  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent,  his 
death  occurring  Sept.  30,  1895,  in  his  seventy-fourth 
year.  Fie  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  North  Swansea 
cemetery.  Mr.  Barney  was  a grand  old  man,  irre- 
proachable in  character,  and  his  death  was  mourned 
in  all  sincerity  by  his  family  and  many  friends.  In 
political  matters  he  was  a Republican,  but  he  was 
never  an  office  seeker,  although  he  took  a keen 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community.  His 
religious  connections  were  with  the  Universalist 
Church. 

Mr.  Barney  was  married  Feb.  13,  1856,  in 
Providence,  to  Ivsther  Brown  Grant,  born  in  South 
Seekonk,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Hannah 
(Luther)  Grant,  and  to  this  union  one  child  was 


born : Ida  Owens,  who  died  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years,  and  was  Iniried  in  the  North 
Swansea  cemetery. 

In  1904  Airs.  Barney  sold  the  farm,  and  she 
is  now  living  in  Saylesville.  She  is  a member  of 
the  F'irst  Universalist  Church,  Pawtucket.  Airs. 
Barney  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  Rhode  Island  families,  the  founder  of 
which  was  Joseph  Grant,  a native  of  Scotland,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1740,  his  history  being 
found  in  another  part  of  this  volume.  Benjamin 
Grant,  the  grandfather  of  Airs.  Barney,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlisting  in 
January,  1777,  and  receiving  a pension  Jan.  23, 
1832,  he  being  then  a resident  of  Barrington.  (Jn 
November  19,  1785,  he  married  Esther  Brown, 
born  Sept.  29,  1761,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Dorothy  Brown. 

FREDERICK  WALTER  STILES,  of  Wes- 
terly, one  of  the  most  artistic  photographers  in 
Southern  Rhode  Island,  is  a direct  descendant  in 
the  eighth  generation  from  Robert  Stiles,  the  pio- 
neer progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  his 
line  of  descent  being  through  Timothy,  Jacob, 
Captain  Jeremiah,  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  Charles,  and  Ma- 
jor Fh-ederick  G. 

Alajor  Frederick  G.  Stiles,  father  of  F'rederick 
Walter  Stiles,  was  born  at  Worcester,  Alass.,  June 
19,  1825.  He  married  (first)  June  14,  1848,  Ann 
Louisa  Croome,  who  died  Nov.  27,  1858.  His  sec- 
ond marriage,  which  occurred  Nov.  23,  1859, 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  was  to  Alelinda  Andrews.  Ma- 
jor Stiles  has  followed  the  occupation  of  orna- 
mental painting  in  its  various  branches,  inheriting 
in  no  small  degree  the  talent  of  his  grandfather, 
Jeremiah  Stiles,  Jr.,  who  was  a well  known  portrait 
[)ainter  of  Worcester  ninety  years  ago.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  Air.  Stiles  was  made  cap- 
tain of  a company  of  volunteers  which  he  had  or- 
ganized, and  on  joining  the  regiment  was  at  once 
promoted  to  be  Alajor  of  the  19th  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  was  afterward  con- 
nected with  the  22d  Army  Cor[)s  in  \''irginia.  Ala- 
jor Stiles  has  long  been  an  earnest  w’orker  in  the 
temperance  cause,  and  at  the  late  John  B.  Gough 
memorial  services  held  in  Worcester,  Alajor  Stiles 
was  chosen  by  the  reformed  men  to  make  the  ad- 
dress, which  was  a truly  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
great  Apostle  of  Temperance.  Major  and  Airs. 
Ann  Louisa  Stiles  had  three  children:  Tristam  F., 
born  Alay  24,  1849,  Alarch  27,  1852;  F^rederick 
Walter  : and  Flerbert  Augustus,  born  Nov.  17, 
1858. 

Frederick  Y’alter  Stiles  was  born  in  Worcester, 
Alass.,  Sept.  15,  1854.  He  was  educated  in  Wor- 
cester, and  his  earliest  work  was  wdth  his  father 
in  the  line  of  ornamental  painting.  In  1883  he  be- 
gan photographic  w-ork  in  Alilton  Carter’s  studio 
in  W orcester,  and  was  afterw^ard  at  South  Fram- 
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ingham.  In  1887  IMr.  Stiles  located  in  Westerly, 
situating  his  studio  at  No.  70  High  street.  In 
1897  when  the  “Brown  Building’’  was  erected  he 
moved  his  studio  there.  This  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  Dec.  23,  1904,  and  Mr.  Stiles  lost 
many  valuable  negatives  which  can  never  he  re- 
I^laced.  During  the  year  the  structure  was  re- 
building, ]\Ir.  Stiles  had  his  office  in  the  Barber 
Memorial  building,  and  his  studio  in  another  build- 
ing on  High  street.  The  character  of  his  work 
is  of  the  best,  and  may  be  judged  by  the  re- 
production of  many  of  his  portraits  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Stiles  is  a member  of  the  New  England 
Photographers’  Association,  and  also  of  the  Na- 
tional Association.  His  fraternal  connections  are 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  and 
with  the  Masons,  in  the  latter  order  being  affiliated 
with  Franklin  Lodge,  Palmer  Chapter,  Narragan- 
sett  Commander}'  (of  which  he  was  made  Emi- 
nent Commander  in  1905)  and  Palestine  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

IMr.  Stiles  was  married  Nov.  15,  1877,  to  Har- 
riet Gertrude,  daughter  of  Rufus  aiul  Harriet 
(Snow)  Holton,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
two  sons:  Clifford  Newman,  born  Jan.  7,  1880, 
died  July  26,  1880;  and  Rufus  Frederic,  born  July 
14,  1885,  is  a graduate  of  Phillips  Academy,  Ex- 
eter, New  Hampshire. 

STEERE.  The  line  of  the  late  Elisha  Arnold 
Steere,  of  Smithfield,  is  traced  back  to  (I)  John 
Steere,  from  whom  he  was  descended  through 
Hon.  Thomas,  Hon.  Thomas  (2),  Elisha,  Elisha 
(2)  and  Stephen  Steere. 

(II)  Hon.  Thomas  Steere,  son  of  John,  birth 
not  found,  was  deeded  by  his  father  forty  acres 
of  land,  Nov.  7,  1696,  which  date  was  probably 
not  far  from  his  marriage.  He  was  made  a free- 
man of  the  Colony  May  6,  1701.  He  married 
(first)  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (An- 
gell)  Arnold,  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Arnold, 
of  Watertown,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Arnold,  of  Cheselbourne,  England.  Hon. 
Thomas  Steere  married  for  his  second  wife  Me- 
hetabel,  widow  of  Samuel  Plummer.  Mr.  Steere 
bought,  at  different  times,  several  tracts  of  land 
in  the  old  town  of  Providence  an^l  towns  later 
created  out  of  it,  including  two  mills.  He  was 
a deputy  or  representative  in  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly in  1715,  was  a member  of  the  first  council 
held  to  represent  the  new  town  of  Smithfield, 
March  17,  1731,  was  also  a councilman  in  1734, 
and  died  Aug.  27,  1735.  His  children,  all  born  to 
the  first  marriage,  were : Phebe,  born  probably 
in  1698;  Elisha,  born  about  1700;  Mary,  born  in 
1702;  Thomas,  born  Oct.  9,  1704;  and  Richard, 
born  June  3,  1707. 

(III)  Hon.  Thomas  Steere  (2),  son  of  Hon. 
Thomas,  born  Oct.  9,  1704,  married  (first)  May 
16,  1736,  Katherine  Comstock,  daughter  of  Haza- 


diah  and  Martha  Comstock,  and  she  died  Dec.  17, 
1751.  He  married  (second)  Dec.  16,  1754,  Mercy 
Aldrich.  Mr.  Steere  was  a resident  of  the  town  of 
Smithfield,  where  he  was  town  councilman  and 
deputy  for  several  years.  In  1733  his  father 
deeded  land  to  him,  and  in  1735  left  him,  in  his 
will,  all  his  lands  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Great 
Bridge.  He  bought  and  sold  land  in  what  was 
the  old  town  of  Providence,  out  of  which  came 
several  towns,  Smithfield,  Glocester  and  others. 
The  children  horn  to  Thomas  and  Katherine 
Steere  were:  Elisha,  born  Sept.  10,  1737,  died 
May  21,  1805;  Andrew,  born  Nov.  19,  1738,  died 
Dec.  18,  1751 ; Susannah,  born  May  10,  1740,  died 
Dec.  5,  1751;  David,  born  May  20,  1742;  Thomas, 
horn  Feb.  2,  1744,  died  Dec.  8,  1751 ; Nathan,  born 
Sept.  23,  1747,  died  May  3,  1771 ; Rachel,  born 
Jan.  18,  1750.  One  child,  Katherine,  was  born 
Jan.  16,  1756,  to  Thomas  and  Mercy  Steere. 

(IV)  Elisha  Steere,  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  (2), 
was  born  Sept.  10,  1737,  in  Smithfield,  R.  1.  He 
married  (first)  July  10,  1760,  Amy  Aldrich,  born 
Feb.  8,  1740,  daughter  of  John,  and  she  died  Aug. 
9,  1766.  Mr.  Steere  married  (second)  Oct.  26, 
1769,  Penelope  Steere,  born  Feb.  22,  1747,  daugh- 
ter of  Anthony,  and  she  died  Jan.  31,  1771.  Mr. 
Steere’s  third  wife  was  Widow  Sarah  Mowry, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Abigail  Sayles,  whom 
he  married  Nov.  25,  1773;  she  died  April  6,  1824. 
Mr.  Steere  was  a resident  of  Smithfield,  and  there 
died  May  21,  1805,  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age.  Fie  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Elisha 
C.  Harris.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
FTiends,  and  often  conducted  their  meetings. 

The  children  born  to  Elisha  and  Amy  Steere 
were:  Susannah,  born  Oct.  10,  1761,  who  died 
in  October,  1850;  Thomas,  born  Sept.  21,  1762; 
and  Sylvia,  born  Sept.  4,  1764,  who  died  Dec.  19, 
1789.  The  children  born  to  Elisha  and  Sarah 
Steere  were:  Richard,  born  Aug.  i,  1775;  a son, 
born  Jan.  6,  1777,  who  died  young;  Phebe,  born 
Feb.  25,  1778,  who  died  unmarried  in  September, 
1843;  Stephen,  born  Oct.  29,  1780,  who  died  in 
1853;  Elisha,  born  May  24,  1783;  Nathan,  born 
July  10,  1785;  Abigail  Arnold,  born  July  10,  1787; 
Rachel,  born  Aug.  21,  1789;  and  David,  born  Aug. 
24,  1791. 

(V)  Elisha  Steere  (2),  son  of  Elisha,  was 
born  in  Smithfield  May  24,  1783,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  on  the  farm.  He  purchased,  in  1817,  the 
Thomas  WMterman  farm,  adjoining  the  Waterman 
reservoir  in  Smithfield,  and  later  added  to  his 
acreage  by  purchasing  the  Andrew  Waterman 
place,  adjoining.  Upon  this  estate  he  conducted 
a saw  and  grist  mill  from  1836  to  1844.  For  a 
while  he  dwelt  in  the  “Long  house,”  on  the  latter 
property,  but  returned  to  the  Thomas  Waterman 
homestead,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  sold  a portion  of  his  land  to  the 
Waterman  Reservoir  Company,  and  in  1844  built 
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the  cotton-mill  since  known  as  the  Winsor  or 
\'aiighn  mill.  The  dwellings,  as  well  as  the  school- 
house,  were  erected  by  Mr.  Steere  about  the  time 
of  the  erection  of  the  mill.  In  1855  the  mill  was 
sold  to  Pooke  & Steere,  by  his  heirs. 

i\lr.  Steere  was  in  young  manhood  a member  of 
the  local  militia,  and  held  the  rank  of  captain.  He 
never  united  with  any  church,  but,  springing  from 
a Quaker  family,  he  inclined  in  his  religious  views 
to  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  accounted  as 
belonging  to  that  body.  He  died  Nov.  25,  1849. 
On  Sept.  23,  1815,  he  married  Esther  Appleby, 
born  Dec.  28,  1792,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Waite 
(Smith)  Appleby,  and  she  survived  her  husband 
until  Dec.  7,  1867.  Their  children  were:  Sarah 
Amy,  born  June  30,  1816,  married  April  10,  1845, 
Lamech  C.  Mowry,  and  died  Nov.  9,  1848;  she 
was  the  mother  of  Sidney  H.  Mowry,  of  Smithfield, 
a sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Catherine  Comstock,  born  Oct.  5,  1817, 
never  married,  and  resided  on  the  homestead, 
where  she  died  July  23,  1905.  Edwin,  born  May 
13,  1819,  died  Oct.  29,  1819.  Simon  Smith,  born 
July  21,  1820,  is  a resident  of  Greenville;  be  mar- 
ried (first)  Lydia  Jane  Wdiite,  who  died  May  31, 
1864,  and  his  second  wife  was  Chloe  Winsor;  by 
his  first  wife  two  children  were  born,  Esther  Ap- 
pleby (wbo  died  in  infancy)  and  Emma  Augusta 
(who  married  Rev.  Gideon  A.  Burgess  and  had 
three  children,  Paul  S.,  Albert  A.  and  Esther  W.). 
Harriet  Seria,.  born  Jan.  14,  1823,  married  April 
II,  1844,  William  \\'insor,  and  resided  at  Green- 
ville, where  she  died  Sept.  5,  1900,  leaving  one 
son,  Nicholas  S.,  of  Greenville,  a sketch  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Stephen, 
born  May  12,  1824,  is  mentioned  below.  Waity, 
born  Nov.  13,  1825,  married  Aug.  20,  i860,  Cyrus 
B.  Peckham,  and  they  had  one  son,  Edmund  Fair- 
field,  born  July  21,  1862,  who  resides  in  Provi- 
dence; he  has  one  son,  Earl.  Phebe  Ann,  born 
Aug.  24,  1828,  died  Sept.  23,  1841. 

(VI)  Stephen  Steere,  son  of  Elisha  (2),  was 
born  May  12,  1824,  on  the  homestead,  and  there 
resided  all  of  his  life.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  the  Smithville  Semi- 
nary, at  North  Scituate.  He  came  into  full  posses- 
sion of  the  farm  by  purchasing  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and,  be- 
ing a hard-working,  thorough  farmer,  became 
cpfite  well  to  do  and  was  much  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. He  was  a Republican  in  his  political 
views,  and  while  he  never  cared  for  public  office 
he  held  a few  of  the  minor  offices  in  his  town. 
For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  a director 
in  the  Exchange  National  Bank  at  Greenville.  In 
early  life  he  united  with  the  Free  Baptist  Church 
at  Greenville,  and  in  his  more  active  years  was  an 
attendant  upon  its  services.  He  died  Jan.  15, 
1899,  buried  in  a private  yard  upon  his 
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Mr.  Steere  was  married  Jan.  22,  1850,  to  Mary 
Eliza  Arnold,  a native  of  Johnston,  daughter  of 
James  and  Amy  (Brown)  Arnold,  and  she  died 
Oct.  20,  1874,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 
They  had  one  child,  Elisha  Arnold,  born  April  14, 
1854.  ^ 

(VGI)  Elisha  Arnold  Steere,  son  of 
Stephen,  was  born  April  14,  1854,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  on  the  place  where  he  was  born.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  and 
Lapham  Institute,  at  North  Scituate.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a director  in  the  Exchange  National 
Bank.  He  died  May  12,  1890,  and  was  buried  in 
the  yard  above  mentioned.  On  iMarch  4,  1879, 
Mr.  Steere  married  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Phoebe 
Olney  Mathewson,  who  was  born  Oct.  21,  i860, 
in  Johnston,  daughter  of  James  Olney  and  Ruth 
A.  (Sweet)  Mathewson.  Four  children  came  to 
this  union:  Elisha  Arnold,  born  Feb.  5,  1880,  who 
died  Jan.  16,  1881  ; Mary  Mathewson,  born  April 
26,  1883;  Rutb  Emma,  born  April  25,  1885,  and 
Charles  Arnold,  born  May  28,  1889. 

MATHEWSON.  James  Olney  IMathewson, 
father  of  Mrs.  Elisha  A.  Steere,  was  a worthy 
representative  of  an  early  family  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  first  of  whom  to  locate  here  was  James  Ma- 
thewson, who  came  from  England  to  the  Colonies 
and  located  at  Plymouth,  IMass.  Later  he  removed 
to  Providence,  where  he  purchased  land  in  1658, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  in  1682.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  John  Field,  and  she 
died  in  1703.  They  had  nine  children,  and  from 
them  came  a large  posterity. 

Philip  Mathewson,  grandfather  of  James  O. 
Mathewson,  was  a resident  of  Johnston.  In  his 
early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  cooper,  and  built 
a shop  on  his  farm,  near  his  house,  in  later  years 
occupying  one  end  of  the  shop  as  a store,  which 
he  conducted  in  conjunction  with  his  farm  work 
until  his  death,  Jan.  9,  1853,  when  he  was  eighty- 
one  years  old.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Winsor,  and  she  died  May  2,  1845,  aged 
seventy-three  years.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
William,  who  died  young;  Isaac,  a merchant,  who 
resided  in  Scituate,  later  in  Providence,  where  he 
died  (he  first  married  Patience  Olney  and  later 
Eliza  Potter)  ; Paris ; and  Mary,  who  married 
Brown  Sweet,  and  resided  in  Smithfield. 

Paris  Mathewson,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  in 
Johnston,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  after  his  marriage,  after 
which  he  removed  to  a farm  nearby,  and  resided 
there  until  after  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he 
settled  on  the  homestead.  There  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there  July  15,  1875, 
aged  seventy-one  years.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Mathewson  family  yard  on  the  farm.  Paris 
Mathewson  in  early  life  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  teaming,  and  later  did  contract  work,  such 
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as  building  liouscs  and  mills,  and  railroad  con- 
struction work,  having  a contract  for  a part  of  the 
grade  work  in  the  building  of  the  hrst  telegraph 
line  into  the  city  of  Providence.  He  also,  at  one 
time,  conducted  a store  in  Pnrrillville,  and  was  a 
well  known  dealer  in  horses,  making  frequent 
trijjs  to  Canada  for  loads  of  horses,  wdhch  he 
brought  to  Johnston  to  dispose  of.  He  was  quite 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Johnston,  and  during 
the  Dorr  war  was  known  as  a Dorrite.  He  served 
as  president  of  the  town  council  of  Johnston  for 
several  years,  and  also  served  several  terms  in  the 
General  Assembl}-.  He  settled  many  estates,  and 
was  a man  of  much  worth  and  prominence  in  the 
community. 

Paris  Hathewson  married  Phoebe  T.  Olney,  a 
native  of  Johnston,  daughter  of  Deacon  James  and 
( )live  (Belknap)  Olney.  She  was  born  Feb.  to, 
1804.  and  died  C)ct.  22,  1885.  She  was  descended, 
in  the  seventh  generation,  from  Thomas  Olney, 
who  was  born  in  Hertfordshire,  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  1635,  ship  “Planter," 

stopping  at  Salem,  Mass.,  and  later  becoming  one 
of  the  founders  of  J’rovidence,  R.  I.  From  tin's 
Thomas  Olney,  Mrs.  iMathewson’s  lineage  is  traced 
through  Epenetus  and  his  wife  iMary  M'hipple ; 
Epenetus  (2)  and  his  wife  Mary  Williams  (a 
descendant  of  Roger  Williams)  ; James  and  his 
wife  Hannah  M'insor ; Ifmor  and  his  wife  Mary 
Hopkins,  and  James  and  his  wife  Olive  Belknapi 
iMr.  and  .Mrs.  Paris  .\lathewson  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters  reached  adult  ages,  two 
children,  Elisha_  B.  and  Charlotte  A.,  dying  young. 
The  others  were:  William  H.  married  iMary 
Westcott,  was  a farmer,  and  resided  on  the  home- 
stead in  Johnston;  James  Olney  is  mentioned  be- 
low ; Patience  ( \ is  the  widow  of  William  Sweet 
and  resides  in  Providence ; Paris  W.  married  Eliza 
Aldrich,  and  resides  in  Johnston ; Andrew  J.  mar- 
ried Esther  Mowry,  and  resided  in  Burrillville 
and  later  in  Johnston,  where  he  died  ; Edward  E. 
went  to  California  and  married  a lady  in  that 
State,  where  he  was  a rancher  and  mine  owner,  and 
where  he  died  ; Phoebe  Ann  married  John  Thurs- 
ton and  died  Aug.  24,  1906,  in  Johnston;  Lsaac  B. 
married  Rebecca  h'oster.  was  a contractor,  and  re- 
sided in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  at  Grand 
Rapids,  .Midi.,  where  he  died;  Martin  B.  mar- 
ried Eliza  Eoster,  sister  of  the  wdfe  of  his  brother 
Isaac,  and  died  in  New  York ; Thomas  W.  D. 
married  Nellie  Sherman,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. 

J.\.Mi:s  Olnev  .M athewsox,  son  of  Paris,  was 
born  in  Johnston,  and,  with  the  exception  of  five 
years  during  the  earlv  sixties,  when  he  w'ent  to 
California  and  was  engaged  in  mining,  he  spent  his 
life  in  the  town  where  he  was  born.  After  his 
marriage  he  settled  on  the  Benjamin  Sweet  farm, 
and  was  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming. 


He  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  also  served  as  a member  of  the  town  council. 
He  was  a hard-w'orking  man,  of  splendid  habits, 
and  was  very  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

James  Olney  Mathewson  married  Ruth  A. 
Sweet,  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Ann  Eliza 
(Irons)  Sweet,  and  Mrs.  Mathewson  survives  her 
husband,  making  her  residence  in  Johnston.  The 
children  born  to  James  Olney  and  Ruth  A.  (Sweet) 
Mathewson  were  three  in  number,  namely:  (i) 
Anna  Eliza,  who  married  Jonathan  V.  Barnes,  of 
Johnston,  resides  in  that  place,  and  has  had  seven 
children,  Walter  Nettie  J.,  Annie  E.,  Lucius 
E,  Nelson  S,  (deceased),  Edith  E.,  and  Ethel  S. 
(2)  Byron,  the  farmer  on  the  home  farm,  married 
Ashia  Anna  Angell,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Byron  Elmer  (who  married  Carrie  Davidson,  and 
has  two  children,  Elmer  Belcher  and  Norma 
Gertrude)  and  Mary  S.  (3)  Phoebe  Olney  mar- 
ried Elisha  A.  Steere. 

Mrs.  Elisha  A.  Steere  is  now  making  her  home 
in  Greenville,  in  Smithfield,  where  she  is  greatly 
esteemed  and  respected  for  her  many  loving  traits 
of  character.  She  is  a survivor  of  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  honored  families  of  Rhode  Island, 
members  of  which  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  professional,  military  and  commercial  life. 

CHAREES  DL'KE,  general  merchant  at  Clyale, 
president  of  the  Centreville  Savings.  Bank  and  di- 
rector of  the  Centreville  National  Bank,  is  one  of 
the  best  known  business  men  of  the  Pawtuxet  val- 
ley. He  was  Ikwh  at  IMillbury,  Mass.,  IMarch  i, 
1840,  son  of  Christopher  Duke. 

Christopher  Duke  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
Ouebec,  Canada,  and  there  married,  after  which  he 
came  to  this  country,  locating  first  in  IMassachu- 
setts,  where  he  found  employment  with  a firm  at 
Millbury.  He  then  went  to  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
later  to  North  Providence,  and  still  later  to  An- 
thony, R.  L,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent.  • 

Charles  Duke's  opportunities  for  an  educaticMi 
were  limited  to  the  privileges  of  the  district  school 
of  his  native  locality,  and  his  jiarents  being  in  hum- 
ble circumstances  lie  w'as  obliged  early  in  life  to 
assist  in  his  own  support.  At  the  age  of  eight  years 
he  found  employment  at  Greystone,  North  Provi- 
dence, in  a mill,  wdiere  he  worked  for  seventy-five 
cents  a week,  and  later  worked  in  the  spinning 
room  of  the  mill  at  Anthony  for  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  a week,  continuing  there  until  1858.  In 
that  year  he  started  in  to  learn  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist at  Anthony,  and  was  there  employed  when 
the  call  for  troops  for  the  Civil  war  was  made.  In 
May,  i86t,  he  enlisted  at  East  Greenwich,  and 
was  mustered  in  at  Providence  June  5,  1861.  in 
Company  H,  2d  R.  I.  AMI.  Inf.,  tinder  Colonel 
Slocum  (who  was  later  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bull 
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Run)  and  Capt.  I’eriah  Rrown.  Mr.  Duke  .'^aw 
three  years  of  active  service  and  took  part  in  all* 
of  the' battles  of  his  regiment,  among  which  were 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  all  the  battles  of  the 
Beninsnlar  campaign  in  the  early  part  of  1862,  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness  and 
Spottsylvania.  He  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  June,  1864,  and  returned  home,  but  in 
September,  1864,  he  enlisted  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
on  the  ship  “Ancheta,”  as  ordinary  seaman ; he  was 
j)romoted  to  steerage  stew’ard,  and  was  discharged 
in  September,  1865,  at  Cairo,  111.  On  his  return 
home  ]Mr.  Duke  re-engaged  at  his  work  as  a jour- 
neyman until  1867,  when  he  gave  up  the  machin- 
ist’s trade  and  entered  upon  a business  career,  his 
first  location  being  the  old  Stanton  Hazard  stand, 
at  Anthony.  Here  he  continued  until  1871,  in  which 
year  he  sold  out  and  started  a store  in  the  Ken- 
yon block,  Centreville,  at  wdrich  ])lace  he  continued 
alone  until  1875.  He  then  took  into  partnership 
George  Wood,  and  in  1879,  when  the  store  and 
business  of  B.  C.  Sweet  at  Clyde  were  obtained, 
Mr.  Duke  took  charge  of  the  latter,  while  IMr. 
M'ood  continued  the  store  at  Centreville.  The  part- 
nership continued  until  1891,  when  it  w^as  dissolved. 
Mr.  Duke  subsequently  added  a meat  market  to  his 
business.  In  1905  he  took  in  as  partners  Henry 
l^erkins  and  Victor  Lawrence,  young  men  of  ability 
and  experience. 

Mr.  Duke  is  a thorough  business  man  and  has 
made  a great  success  of  his  enterprise.  He  was 
elected  a director  of  the  Centreville  National  Bank 
in  1895,  and  in  the  same  year  succeeded  the  late 
Enos  Lapham  as  president  of  the  Centreville  Sav- 
ings Bank,  an  office  he  still  holds.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican,  but  he  is  no  office-seeker. 

In  1868  Mr.  Duke  was  married  in  Anthony  to 
IMary  Josephine  Dickerson,  born  in  Warwick,  R. 
I.,  daughter  of  Elisha  Boardman  Dickerson,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  six  children  : iMaude  S.,  who 
married  Rev.  John  H.  Buckey,  pastor  of  the  ]\L  E. 
Church  at  Central  Falls;  Frank  S.,  who  died 
young;  Mary  Emma,  who  married  John  F.  Legg. 
superintendent  of  the  Wreester  Woolen  Mills,  and 
has  one  son,  Rol)ert  V. ; Frederick  S.,  who  died 
when  eleven  years  old ; Marion  Vincent,  who  was 
married  Tan.  22,  1908,  to  Harrv  Holbrook  Perry, 
of  Auburn  ; and  Florence  T..  twin  of  Marion,  now 
Mrs.  Clifford  P.  Spencer,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Duke  is  a member  of  IMcGregor  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  Phenix.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Centreville,  a trus- 
tee, member  of  the  building  committee  and  treas- 
urer since  1879,  and  a teacher  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  All  of  his  family  are  members  of  that 
church. 

ARTHUR  GRIFFIN,  a well-known  horticul- 
turist of  Newport,  and  head  gardener  on  the  estate 
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of  Commodore  E.  T.  Gerry  at  Newport,  is  a native 
of  England,  born  in  the  town  of  Creenford,  County 
of  Middlesex,  near  London,  Aug.  20,  1864,  son  of 
W'illiam  Griffin. 

William  Griffin  was  also  a native  of  that 
county,  and  from  early  youth  was  engaged  in 
horticultural  pursuits.  He  became  engaged  in  the 
florist  business  at  Sydenham,  near  the  Crystal 
Palace,  and  there  he  is  still  carrying  it  on, 
though  now  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  He  mar- 
ried Ann  Colbourne,  and  to  them  were  born  four- 
teen children,  of  whom  twelve  are  still  living,  six 
sons  and  six  daughters.  Three  of  these  sons  have 
come  to  America : Arthur,  mentioned  below ; 
Thomas,  who  is  head  gardener  on  the  William  C. 
Whitney  estate  on  Long  Island ; and  John,  who  is 
superintendent  of  the  Stanley  Mortimer  estate  on 
Long  Island. 

Arthur  Griffin,  our  subject,  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  locality,  and  with  hi.s 
father  learned  the  florist  business.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years  he  w^as  holding  the  position  of 
head  gardener  on  a gentleman’s  estate  in  Syden- 
ham, w’here  he  remained  six  years,  and  also  spent 
nearly  two  years  in  a like  capacity  at  Bedford- 
shire, on  a large  estate  owned  by  J.  T.  Fripp.  In 
1895  Mr.  Griffin  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
upon  locating  in  Newport  became  head  gardenef 
on  the  estate  of  James  J.  Van  Alen,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  remained  until  1898.  Since  the  latter 
year  Mr.  Griffin  has  been  head  gardener  of  the 
Commodore  E.  T.  Gerry  estate,  known  as  “Sea- 
verge,”  and  has  laid  out  the  picturesque  lawn. 
Under  his  supervision  were  planted  the  masses  of 
shrubbery  and  flowers  which  have  made  this  estate 
so  beautiful. 

Mr.  Griffin’s  marked  ability  as  a landscape 
gardener  is  well-known  in  Newport,  where  he  is 
recognized  as  a leading  member  of  his  profession. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Newport  Horti- 
cultural Society,  and  is  also  connected  with  various 
other  societies,  being  prominently  identified  with 
the  Masonic  organization  as  a member  of  St. 
Paul's  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; DeBlois  Council,  No.  5, 
R.  & S.  M. ; Washington  Commandery,  No.  4, 
Knights  Templar,  of  Newport;  and  Palestine 
Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Provi- 
dence. He  is  a thirty-second-degree  iMason,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  Rhode  Island  Sovereign 
Consistory  at  Providence.  His  name  is  also  en- 
rolled in  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum  ; 
and  Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  49,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  In  political  faith  IMr.  Griffin  is 
a Republican. 

Mr.  Griffin  and  his  family  affiliate  with  the 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church  of  Newport,  to  which 
they  give  their  support. 

In  his  native  country  Mr.  Griffin  was  married 
to  Miss  Alice  Brockis,  daughter  of  Joseph 
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Brockis,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two 
daughters,  Olive  Alice  and  Elsie  iMaude  Griffin. 
iNlr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  are  very  well  known  in  New- 
port, where  they  have  many  friends. 

JAMES  GILBERT  AXGELL,  a venerable  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Providence,  who  has 
been  successful,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
his  former  industry,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  tlie  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
first  member  of  the  family  in  America  being 

(I)  Thomas  Angell,  born  about  i6i8,  in  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  as  an  apprentice 
to  Roger  Williams,  arriving  at  Boston,  on  the 
ship  “Lion’  in  1631.  After  a residence  of  two 
months  in  that  city,  they  removed  to  Salem,  where 
they  continued  together  until  1636,  during  -what 
was  called  the  Period  of  Williams  Persecution. 
Being  banished  from  the  Colony  in  the  winter  of 
1636,  Roger  Williams  was  joined  the  following 
sjiring  by  five  companions,  among  whom  was 
Thomas  Angell,  who  had  spent  the  winter  with 
him  at  Seekonk,  and  there,  with  Williams,  com- 
])Osed  the  first  settlers  of  Providence.  Thomas 
.Vngell  at  this  time  was  a minor,  and  his  name  does 
not  appear  very  frecpiently  on  the  records  until 
after  he  had  reached  his  majority.  On  Aug.  20, 
9637,  or  a little  later,  the  compact  to  form  a town 
fellowship  was  signed,  Thomas  Angell  being  one 
of  the  signers.  He  was  one  who  shared  in  the 
celebrated  deed  of  Roger  Williams’,  who  gave  a 
six-acre  house  lot  to  each  of  the  settlers  wdth  him 
at  that  time,  although  Mr.  Angell  being  a minor 
his  name  w'as  not  mentioned,  he,  however,  receiv- 
ing the  land.  Thomas  Angell  took  an  active  ])art 
in  the  subsequent  affairs  of  the  settlement,  being 
elected  first,  in  1652,  with  five  other  commissioners 
from  Providence,  to  make  laws  for  the  Colony, 
and  in  1653  he  held  the  same  office  by  re-election. 
He  held  many  offices,  became  a large  property 
holder,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
his  widow,  Alice,  surviving  him  about  one  year. 
'Fhey  had  eight  children : John,  Anphillis,  Mary, 
Deborah,  Alice,  James,  PI  ope  and  Margaret. 

' (II)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  born  in 
Providence,  in  1669  married  Ruth,  daughter  of 
Edw'ard  Field.  John  Angell  w'as  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  for  a time  cultivated  a farm  five 
miles  from  Providence  on  the  w^ay  to  Lime  Rock. 
He  later  removed  to  Providence,  and  there  died. 
Inly  27,  1720.  His  children  were:  Thomas,  John, 
Daniel,  Hope  and  James. 

(Ill)  Thomas  Angell,  son  of  John,  born  in 
Providence,  March  25,  1672,  died  in  Scituate  in 
1744.  He  resided  in  Providence  until  about  1710. 
when  he  built  a tavern  in  Scituate,  twelve  and 
(uie-half  miles  west  of  Providence  on  the  Nor- 
wich road,  which  w'as  occupied  as  a public  house  by- 
several  generations  of  the  family^  The  town  of 
Scituate  held  towm  meetings  in  this  house  for  many 


years,  and  the  place  was  one  of  great  attraction  for 
a long  period.  Thomas  Angell  married  in  I’rovi- 
dence,  about  1700,  Sarah  Brown,  born  in  Provi- 
dence, Oct.  10,  1677,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alice 
Browm,  and  these  children  were  born  to  them : 
iMartha,  w'ho  married  Jonathan  Knight  ; Isaiah, 
who  married  Prudence  Wilkinson;  Jeremiah,  w'ho 
married  (first)  Mary  Mathewson,  (second)  Abi- 
gail Graves,  and  (third)  Betsey  Stone;  Jonathan, 
who  died  unmarried;  Sarah,  who  married  jere- 
miah  Mathewson;  Nehemiah;  and  Thomas. 

(IV)  Nehemiah  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  re- 
sided on  a farm  purchased  for  him  by  his  father, 
situated  about  one-half  mile  north  of  the  Angell 
tavern.  Pie  died  in  middle  life  from  a bruise  re- 
ceived on  his  foot  w'hile  wading  in  the  river,  ami 
W'as  buried  in  a private  yard  on  bis  farm.  He 
married  Mary  Hopkins,  sister  of  Elder  Reuben 
Hopkins,  and  their  children  were:  Pardon;  Nehe- 
miah married  Anna  Hill ; Abraham  was  lost  on  a 
privateer  during  the  Revolution ; Zilpah  died  single 
in  1836,  aged  ninety-six  years;  Martha  married 
Thomas  Knight;  Mercy  died  young;  Mercy  (2) 
married  a Mr.  Potter. 

(\0  Pardon  Angell,  son  of  Nehemiah,  w-as 
born  in  1750,  and  died  June  3,  1838.  He  was  a 
farmer  on  the  homestead  inherited  from  his  father, 
and  W'as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  draw- 
ing a pension.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  all 
his  children,  was  Anna  Angell,  born  in  1759, 
daugbter  of  Richard  Angell,  and  she  died  Dec.  24, 
1806.  His  second  w'ife  was  Smsannah  Wells,  w-ho 
survived  him  and  died  in  1857,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  The  children  of  Pardon  and  Anna  Angell 
w'ere:  Nehemiah,  who  married  Betsey  Aldrich, 
and  resided  in  Providence  W'here  he  kept  a tavern 
and  store ; Solomon ; Lucy,  who  died  young ; Me- 
hitable;  Emor,  who  married  (first)  Rachel  Salis- 
bury, and  (second)  Celia  Codding,  and  resided  in 
Scituate,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming;  Mary, 
married  Henry  Codding;  Pardon,  married  Amey 
P’hillips,  and  for  some  years  was  engaged  at  farm- 
ing in  Scituate,  later  removing  to  Providence, 
where  he  died;  John,  married  Nancy  Arnold,  and 
for  a time  conducted  the  home  farm  in  company' 
w'ith  his  brother  Pardon,  but  later  became  a grocer 
in  Providence,  and  w'as  very  successful  (he  lost 
his  life  in  the  burning  of  a boat  on  Lake  Erie, 
Aug.  9,  1841)  ; Nancy,  married  (first)  Ostrander 
Phillips,  and  (second)  p'lavel  Patterson. 

(VI)  Solomon  Angell,  son  of  Pardon,  was 
born  in  Scituate  in  lyS'r,  and  was  successfully- 
engaged  at  farming,  his  property  being  situated 
in  the  south  part  of  the  farm.  In  his  old  age  he 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Providence,  and  there  he 
died  Jan.  28,  1865.  He  w'as  married  (first)  to 
Cyrena  Randall,  and  she  bore  him  three  children : 
I’hebe,  who  married  George  Atw’ell,  and  resided  at 
Woonsocket,  where  they  both  died ; George  W., 
w ho  married  Phebe  Hopkins,  and  w-as  a farmer  in 
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early  life,  but  later  removed  to  Providence,  where 
he  died  Jan.  24,  1887,  aged  seventy-one  years; 
and  Horace,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  Solomon  Angell,  for  his  second  wife,  mar- 
ried Phehe  Arnold,  who  survived  him  and  died  in 
Providence,  Dec.  13,  1867,  aged  eighty-one  years. 
Their  children  were:  dNlaria,  who  married  John 
S.  Fisk,  a farmer,  and  resided  at  South  Scitnate ; 
James  Gilbert;  Edwin  A.,  who  resided  in  Scitnate, 
and  later  removed  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  he 
died;  W'illiam  Henry,  who  married  Frances  Jor- 
dan, and  resided  in  Cranston ; Andrew,  who  went 
to  California  when  a young  man,  married  a lady 
of  that  State,  and  there  died ; and  Caroline,  who 
married  Arnold  P.  Mathewson,  and  resides  in 
Providence. 

(\TI)  James  Gilbert  Angell,  son  of  Solomon, 
was  born  Nov.  8,  1821,  in  Scitnate,  and  was  reared 
to  the  hard  work  of  the  farm.  His  educational 
advantages  were  very  limited,  and  being  the  eldest 
son  to  remain  at  home,  he  was  early  called  upon  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  thirty  years  of  age,  his  wages 
being,  after  his  twenty-first  year,  $100  per  year  and 
board.  For  a time  thereafter  he  was  engaged  in 
the  butchering  business  at  South  Scitnate,  and 
in  1853  came  to  Providence,  being  employed  in  a 
pork  packing  establishment  on  Bridgham  street 
for  about  three  and  one-half  years.  He  then,  in 
company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Arnold  P. 
Mathewson,  under  the  firm  name  of  Angell  & 
Mathewson,  bought  out  the  business,  and  continued 
it  successfully  for  a number  of  years,  closing  out 
under  the  uncertain  business  conditions  that  ex- 
isted during  the  war,  preferring  to  go  out  of  busi- 
ness rather  than  to  remain  in  and  hazard  the  losses 
which  were  almost  certain.  Mr.  Angell  then  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming  on  a large  farm 
which  he  had  purchased  in  the  town  of  Cranston, 
until  1901,  when  he  sold  out,  and  since  that  time 
has  lived  retired,  looking  after  his  real  estate  inter- 
ests. 

]Mr.  Angell  was  married  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
1857,  in  Providence,  to  Cinderella  B.  Fenner,  a 
native  of  Cranston,  daughter  of  William  Fenner, 
born  in  the  same  town,  and  a large  land  holder  and 
farmer  thereof.  Mrs.  Angell  died  Oct.  26,  1898,  in 
her  seventy-fourth  year,  and  was  buried  in  Grace 
Church  cemetery.  Her  children  were  : Henry  G. ; 
Arthur  F. ; John  D.,  born  July  12,  1862,  who  died 
Feb.  16,  1867;  Elisha  A.,  born  March  10,  1865, 
who  died  Nov.  i,  1879. 

James  Gilbert  Angell  is  a Democrat  in  princi- 
ple, but  has  never  aspired  to  public  preferment. 
He  is  connected  with  no  social  organization  of  any 
kind.  He  has  always  been  a hard-working  man, 
but  is  very  well  preserved,  and  has  the 'appearance 
of  one  many  years  younger,  when  his  many  years 
of  hard  labor  are  taken  into  consideration.  He 
early  taught  his  sons  the  lessons  of  industry  and 


self-reliance,  and  his  reward  in  his  declining  vears 
is  the  sight  of  these  sons,  successful  men  of  busi- 
ness, and  in  every  way  a credit  to  him.  Mr.  Angell 
enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact. 

(VHI)  Henry  Gir.iiERT  Angeee,  eldest  son  of 
James  (i.,  was  born  Sept.  7,  1858,  in  Providence, 
and  in  his  early  life  assisted  his  father  in  his  farm- 
ing operations.  He  was  later  employed  in  the 
jewelry  manufacturing  business,  and  in  1893  went 
to  Ulysses,  Nebr.,  where  he  is  now  successfully 
and  extensively  engaged  with  a number  of  local 
enterprises.  He  married  Anna  Kreuger,  a native 
of  Germany,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  a resident 
of  Rising  City,  Nebr.,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  this  union  : M’illiam  Henrv,  Charles  James  and 
Alfred  Wallace. 

(\TH)  Arthur  F.  Angell,  second  son  of 
James  G.,  was  born  Jan.  i,  i86r,  in  Providence, 
and  until  be  became  of  age,  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city.  In  1882,  desiring  to  shift 
for  himself,  he  went  to  Butler  Co.,  Nebr.,  where 
he  was  first  employed  as  a farm  hand  and  also 
dealt  in  live  stock.  In  1886  he  spent  a few  montlis 
in  Montana  on  a large  cattle  ranch,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  returned  to  Idysses,  Nebr.,  where 
he  resumed  his  farming  and  stock  dealing,  for  a 
time  being  engaged  as  a money  broker  at  that  place. 
In  1891  he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Ulysses,  and  later  added  other  farms  in  that  lo- 
cality until  he  now  owns  400  acres  of  excellent 
land.  Mr.  Angell  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
raising  blooded  cattle,  and  was  the  first  to  intro- 
duce the  popular  Red  Polled  breed  into  that  locality. 
Mr.  Angell  was  also  the  first  to  grow  alfalfa  in 
that  section.  He  continued  his  agricultural  opera- 
tions until  1900,  when  he  rented  his  farms  and 
returned  to  Providence,  being  now  engaged  in 
assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of  his  prop- 
erties. Mr.  Angell  went  to  the  new  country  with 
no  capital  but  his  native  energy  and  determination, 
and  his  success  is  the  result  of  his  unaided  efforts. 

jMr.  Angell  was  married  in  Ulysses,  Nebr.,  to 
Harriet  A.  Greene,  born  Jan.  13,  1871,  in  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  daughter  of  Mdlliam  H.  H.  and  Emma  L. 
(Stevens)  Greene,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union:  Sarah  Ada,  Jan.  31,  1894; 
and  James  Greene,  June  4,  1895. 

JOHN  M.  HOAG,  whose  earthly  life  was 
brought  to  a close  March  21,  1886,  was  for  many 
} ears  a well-known  lumber  dealer  and  land  owner 
in  the  vicinity  of  Woonsocket,  and  was  one  whose 
fine  character  and  high  standard  of  honor  made 
his  death  a distinct  loss  to  the  public.  He  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  at  Sandwich  Cen- 
tre, July  10,  1821,  son  of  John  and  Comfort  (Mor- 
rill) Hoag,  whose  entire  lives  were  passed  in  that 
State.  The  Hoag  family  is  an  old  and  numerous 
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one  in  New  Hampshire,  and  for  generations  has 
been  active  and  prominent  in  the  Friends  Society. 

John  AI.  Hoag  was  sent  to  the  public  schools  of 
his  birthplace,  and  remained  at  home  assisting  on 
his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  manhood.  Lo- 
cating at  Bangor,  iMaine,  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  remained  there  for  several  years. 
Fie  then  came  to  Rhode  Island,  and  locating  at 
what  is  now  East  \\'oonsocket,  became  from  that 
time  identified  with  his  adopted  State.  For  a few 
years  he  was  engaged  as  a carpenter  and  contrac- 
tor, and  later  formed  a partnership  with  George  P. 
Warfield,  as  practical  builders,  and  they  did  con- 
siderable work  in  that  line  at  \\’oonsocket  and  in 
that  vicinity.  His  own  home,  still  occupied  by  the 
family,  at  Oak  Crest,  was  built  by  i\lr.  Hoag.  It 
is  situated  in  East  \\'oonsockct,  not  far  from  the 
Massachusetts  line,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  resi- 
dences in  that  section. 

M'hile  Mr.  Hoag  was  entirely  successful  in 
his  building  operations,  he  realized  that  there  was 
a broader  field  for  his  activities  in  another  line,  and 
he  bought  a large  tract  of  land  from  Martin  Chil- 
son,  and  embarked  in  the  lumber  business.  This 
land  embraced  what  is  now  known  as  Hoag  Lake, 
and  had  a mill  run  by  waterpower,  which  Mr. 
Hoag  erected.  Mr.  Hoag  went  quite  extensively 
into  the  lumber  business,  and  established  a most 
thriving  concern.  He  made  his  temporary  home 
at  the  mill,  and  while  engaged  there  was  taken  sick, 
and  after  but  a brief  illness  passed  away  iMarch  21, 
1886,  surrounded  by  his  wife  and  children.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Cook  cemetery  at  East 
Woonsocket.  Of  sterling  character  in  every  way, 
he  made  his  life  a practical  illustration  of  the 
Golden  Rule,  and  stood  as  a splendid  type 
of  integrity  in  both  business  and  private  life.  The 
death  of  Mr.  Hoag  was  caused  by  pneumonia,  a 
direct  result  of  overwork  and  exposure  occasioned 
by  his  efforts,  during  a heavy  freshet,  to  strengthen 
the  dam  at  Hoag  Lake  which  showed  signs  of 
weakening.  \\‘ith  a force  of  men  he  labored  many 
hours  in  the  water  until  the  dam  was  sufficiently 
re-inforced.  Had  it  given  way  it  would  have 
caused  very  heavy  damage  in  Woonsocket  and 
vicinity.  In  early  life  a M'hig,  Mr.  Hoag  later 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republicans,  but  took  little 
interest  in  political  matters. 

On  Sept.  9,  1852,  at  the  old  Smith  homestead, 
in  'East  \Voonsocket,  iMr.  Hoag  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rebecca  jM.  Smith,  a daughter  of  Clark 
and  Philenia  (Clark)  Smith,  and  a granddaughter 
of  Paul  Smith.  To  this  union  four  children  were 
born,  namely : Ida  E.,  who  died  young ; Edward 
Smith,  a musician  in  the  National  Soldiers  Home 
at  Washington,  D.  C. ; Annie  iMaria,  who  died 
young;  and  Laurie  Ella.  ]\liss  Hoag  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Woonsocket  high  school,  and  then 
entered  the  School  of  Design  in  Providence,  where 
she  developed  marked  artistic  talent.  She  is  now 


at  home  with  her  mother,  to  whom  she  is  devoted, 
but  has  by  no- means  given  up  her  art  work,  and  a 
number  of  valuable  paintings  from  her  hand  hang 
on  their  walls.  Both  ladies  are  prominent  in  the 
social  and  philanthropic  life  of  Woonsocket,  and 
iMiss  Hoag  is  a director  in  the  Day  Nursery  and 
Children's  Home,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
F'ortnightly  Club.  Since  the  death  of  Air.  Hoag 
the  family  have  disposed  of  the  sawmill  property 
and  the  lake,  and  the  latter  has  been  made  a 
pleasure  resort,  which  is  exceedingly  popular  'dur- 
ing the  summer  season. 

Airs.  Hoag  represents  two  of  the  best  families 
in  the  State,  the  Smith  family  in  particular  dating 
back  to  the  very  birth  of  the  Colony.  On  her 
mother's  side  she  descends  from  that  family  of 
Clarks  who  have  lived  for  several  generations  in 
the  Cumberland,  (R.  1.)  vicinity.  The  first  Clark  of 
record  there  was  Samuel,  who  owned  what  was 
known  as  the  Albion  privilege,  together  with  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  what  is  now  the  Lincoln  side 
of  the  Blackstone  river,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing. This  property  was  willed  to  two  of  his  sons. 
Samuel  Clark  married  (first)  Rachel,  and  their 
were:  Nicholas,  born  Aug.  5,  1744;  Samuel,  Aug. 
28,  1746  (deceased  in  1747)  ; Aaron,  April  3,  1750; 
Stephen,  Alay  12,  1751;  Elizabeth,  April  30,  1753; 
William,  Feb.  8,  1755;  and  Silas,  F’eb.  14,  1758. 
By  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  issue  as  fol- 
lows : Barney,  born  Dec.  9,  1761 ; Lavina,  Aug. 
14,  1763;  Eddy,  June  19,  1765;  Wheaton,  April 
22,  1767;  Dexter,  Feb.  17,  1769;  Jabez,  Alarch  12, 
1777;  and  Flannah,  Alay  22,  1774.  Samuel  Clark 
died  in  1817,  and  his  wife  on  Feb.  10,  1807. 

Silas  Clark,  born  in  1758,  passed  his  whole 
life  in  Cumberland.  The  home  in  which  he  brought 
up  his  family  was  in  that  part  of  the  town  now 
known  as  Woonsocket,  and  the  house  he  built 
there  is  still  standing,  owned  by  the  family  of  his 
grandson,  the  late  Albert  A.  Smith.  Air.  Clark 
was  a lifelong  farmer,  but  during  the  Revolution 
was  a substitute  for  Uriah  Jillson.  He  married 
Rebekah  Bartlett,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Phil- 
enia, who  married  Clark  Smith. 

PECK.  Eor  more  than  two  centuries  and  a half 
the  name  of  Peck  has  been  a continuous  one,  and 
as  well  a numerous  one,  in  the  region  of  country 
embracing  the  ancient  town  of  Rehoboth,  Alass., 
and  for  some  two  hundred  and  more  years  the 
Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  branch  of  that  stock  have 
been  among  the  large  landholders  and  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  their  town.  Such  men  as  the 
three  Jonathan  Pecks,  the  heads  of  that  many  suc- 
cessive families  in  the  one  line,  Albert  Peck  of  the 
same  line,  the  latter's  son,  the  present  George  H. 
Peck,  the  efficient  town  treasurer  at  this  time,  have 
been  worthy  representatives  of  their  ancestors  in 
New  England,  who  were  among  its  leading  men 
in  the  Colonial  period. 
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George  H.  Feck  is  a descendant  in  the  nintli 
generation  from  Joseph  Peck,  of  Hingham,  iNIass., 
1638,  through  Capt.  Niclmlas,  Jonathan,  Deacon 
Thomas,  Jonathan,  Jonathan  (2),  Jonathan  (3), 
and  Albert  Peck. 

(I)  Joseph  Peck,  baptized  in  Beccles,  County 
Suffolk,  England,  April  30,  1587,  son  of  Robert  and 
a descendant  in  the  twenty-first  generation  from 
John  Peck,  of  Belton,  Yorkshire,  settled  at  Hing- 
ham, Norfolk  County,  England.  In  1638  he  and 
other  Puritans,  with  his  brother,  Robert  Peck, 
their  pastor,  tied  from  the  persecutions  of  the 
Church  to  this  country,  coming  over  in  the  ship 
"Diligent,”  of  Ipswich.  Joseph  Peck  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  three  sons  and  a daughter,  and 
two  men  servants  and  three  maid  servants.  He 
settled  in  Hingham.  He  married  (first)  Rebecca 
Clark.  His  children  were:  Anna,  baptized  July 
27,  16 — ; Rebecca,  May  25,  1620;  Joseph,  Aug.  23, 
1623;  John,  about  1626;  Nicholas,  April  9,  1630 
(all  baptized  in  Hingham,  England)  ; Samuel,  bap- 
tized in  Hingham,  Mass.,  Eeb.  3,  1638-39;  Na- 
thaniel, Oct.  31,  1641  ; and  Israel,  March  4,  1644. 
The  first  ]\Irs.  Peck  died  in  October,  1637,  ^’^6  Mr. 
Peck  remarried,  but  the  name  of  his  second  wife 
is  unknown  to  us.  After  a residence  of  some  seven 
years  at  Hingham,  Mr.  Peck  removed  to  Seekonk. 
At  Hingham  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
town,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  business  affairs 
of  the  town.  He  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court 
in  1639-40-41-42.  In  1641  he  became  one  of  the 
principal  purchasers  from  the  Indians  of  Seekonk, 
afterward  incorporated  in  a town  since  known  as 
Rehoboth,  IN  lass.,  comprising  the  now  Rehoboth, 
Seekonk  and  Pawtucket.  He  removed  thither  in 
1645.  He  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  principal 
men  here,  as  he  had  been  at  Hingham,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  wealthiest.  Here  on  Seekonk  Plain  Mr. 
Peck  built  a home,  and  there  continued  to  live, 
and  here  he  died  Dec.  23,  1663. 

(II)  Capt.  Nicholas  Peck,  baptized  in  Hing- 
ham, England,  April  9,  1630,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land with  his  father’s  family  in  1638.  He  re- 
moved with  the  family  from  Hingham.  Mass.,  to 
Seekonk,  since  known  as  Seekonk  Plain,  in  1645. 
He  married  (first)  IMary  Winchester,  who  died 
Nov. '6,  1657,  and  (second)  Rebeccah,  who  died 
Nov.  2,  1704.  Mr.  Peck  settled  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Seekonk,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  was 
frequently  a selectman  of  the  town.  He  was  elected 
deputy  to  the  Court  at  Plymouth  in  1669,  and  for 
each  successive  year  from  1677  to  1690,  except  in 
the  years  1687  and  1688,  when  the  town  elected  no 
deputies.  Capt.  Peck  died  Mav  27,  1710.  His 
children  were:  Joseph,  born  Oct.  27.  1650;  John, 
Aug.  8.  1660;  Hezekiah,  April  i,  1662:  IMary,  Sept. 
15.  1664;  Jonathan,  Nov.  5,  1666:  Nicholas,  June 
6.  1669;  and  Elisha.  April  it,  1673.  Of  these 
Nicholas  was  a corjioral  under  Capt.  Gallup  in  the 
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expedition  against  Canada  in  the  Erench  war,  and 
he  died  in  January,  1690-91.  * 

(HI)  Jonathan  Peck,  born  Nov.  5,  1666,  set- 
tled upon  what  his  since  been  known  as  Peck’s 
Hill,  a rise  of  ground  on  the  jiresent  road  from 
Bristol  to  \\  arren,  R.  L,  and  about  two  miles  from 
Bristol.  Here  he  became  possessed  of  large  tracts 
of  laml,  extending,  it  is  said,  from  the  summit  of 
the  hill  southwardly,  including  what  has  since  be- 
come the  estate  of  William  DeWolf ; and  from 
Peck’s  Rock  on  Narragansett  Bay,  across  the  Neck, 
so  called,  to  Little’s  Narrows,  on  Mt.  Hope  Bay,  a 
tract  of  sujierior  land,  and  beautifully  situated. 
Mr.  Peck  married  Elizabeth  Throop.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  12,  1698;  Nich- 
olas, Nov.  II,  1700;  William,  in  November,  1702; 
Isaac,  in  1703;  Elizabeth,  in  1707;  and  Thomas,  in 
1711. 

(IV)  Deacon  Thomas  Peck,  born  in  1711,  mar- 
ried IMary  Kinsley,  only  daughter  of  Jonathan  Kins- 
ley, of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Swansea, 
INIass.  i\lr.  Peck  died  Eeb.  9.  1770,  and  Mrs.  Peck 
passed  away  May  27,  1804,  i’"*  ^icr  ninety-second 
year.  She  was  a very  noted  and  celebrated  mid- 
wife, to  which  profession  she  devoted  many  years. 
Her  practice  was  very  extensive.  Their  children 
were:  Jonathan,  born  Jan.  17,  1734;  Peleg,  March 
6,  1736;  Mary,  (3ct.  20,  1738;  Thomas,  March  21, 
1740-41;  Aaron.  Jan.  20,  1743-44;  Ambrose,  Nov. 
17,  1747;  and  Elizabeth. 

(V)  Jonathan  Peck,  born  Jan.  17,  1734,  mar- 
ried Feb.  22,  1759,  Ruth  Wheeler,  and  resided  in 
the  south  part  of  Rehoboth,  IMass.,  where  he  kejit 
a public  house  for  many  years.  Their  children 
were:  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  19,  1759;  Rufus,  Nov. 
II,  1761;  Candice,  IMarch  25,  1764;  Gideon,  Aug. 

2,  1766:  Ambrose,  Jan.  31,  17^;  Philip,  Oct.  3, 
1771;  Noah,  April  27,  1774  (died  at  sea);  Ruth, 
Dec.  10,  1776  (died  Nov.  3.  1778)  ; Ruth  (2),  Sept. 
15,  1778;  V’illiam,  Dec.  31,  1780;  and  Sylvanus, 
April  21,  1784. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Peck  (2),  born  Sept.  19,  1759, 
married  (3ct.  21,  1782,  Betty  Ormsbee.  They  re- 
sided first  in  Rehoboth  and  afterward  in  other 
places  in  that  vicinity.  He  died  in  August,  1846, 
in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  she  passed  away  in  May, 
1849,  in  Providence.  Their  children  were:  Cyrus, 
born  March  3,  1784;  Cynthia,  Oct.  3,  1786  (died 
April  17,  1864):  Jonathan,  April  7,  1789;  Caleb, 
Jan.  14.  1792;  Sarah,  July  18,  1794:  Betty,  April 
20,  1796;  Lucy,  Sept.  15,  1798;  and  Ruth  A.,  (Dct. 

25,  1801.  Of  these  Sarah  married  John  King  and 
resided  in  Providence  : Betty  married  John  Draper 
and  resided  in  Providence : and  Ruth  Ann  mar- 
ried Wilbor  Wheaton,  of  Providence. 

(VH)  Jonathan  Peck  (3),  born  April  7.  1789, 
was  a ship  carpenter  by  trade.  He  married  Susan 
Monroe,  and  lived  and  died  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  Their 
only  child  was  Albert,  born  in  1815. 
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(\'III)  Albert  Peck,  born  in  1815,  married,  in 
1837,  Sarah  C.  Cartwright,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
.Margaret  Cartwright,  of  Somerset,  iMass.  They 
had  two  sons:  Albert  F.,  born  IMarch  9,  1838,  who 
died  in  April,  1865;  and  George  H.,  born  Aug.  13, 
1841.  The  father  died  in  February,  1843,  the 
mother  in  March,  1864.  Of  the  sons,  Albert  F. 
left  high  school  in  1S55,  and  learned  the  printer’s 
trade  in  the  office  of  the  Bristol  Phoenix,  when 
Whlliam  H.  S.  Bayley  was  the  editor.  Then  for 
about  a year  he  was  employed  in  the  Burnside  Rifle 
Works,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  sailed  from 
Warren  on  the  whaling  vessel  “Covington.”  At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  shipped  on  a merchant 
vessel  from  San  Francisco  and  went  to  Peru,  thence 
to  London,  England,  from  which  point  he  came 
home  via  Boston.  His  health  was  shattered  and 
he  was  an  invalid  until  his  death  in  1865. 

(IX)  George  PI.  Peck  was  born  in  Bristol,  in 
the  same  house  in  which  his  father  was  born  and 
which  his  grandfather  had  purchased  and  moved 
onto  the  lot.  He  received  his  education  in  his  na- 
tive place,  going  for  one  year  to  the  high  school, 
and  leaving  in  1856.  He  then  went  to  work  in 
the  Burnside  Rifle  works,  where  he  worked  for  al- 
most three  years,  or  until  the  latter  part  of  1858, 
and  during  1859  and  i860  he  followed  farming. 
In  1861  he  enlisted,  going  out  with  the  first  300,000 
in  Company  G,  2d  R.  1.  V.  I.,  as  a private.  He 
served  fifteen  months,  being  discharged  for  ])hysi- 
cal  disability,  and  subsequently  enlisted  in  the  Ilos- 
pital  Guards,  which  were  used  for  garrison  duty ; 
in  that  service  he  was  engaged  two  years  and  nine 
months  as  corporal.  After  muster  out  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a machine  shop  in  Providence  from  No- 
vember to  May,  and  then  he  married  and  came  to 
Bristol,  where  he  worked  as  machinist  for  the  Na- 
tional India  Rubber  Company,  for  about  six 
months.  After  this  he  learned  to  make  boots,  at 
which  trade  he  continued  for  about  twenty  years, 
during  which  period,  however,  he  was  again  em- 
ployed for  about  two  years  in  the  machine  shop. 
Continuing  thus  until  1888,  he  was  then  elected 
town  treasurer  and  collector  of  taxes  for  Bristol, 
and  has  been  re-elected  annually  for  the  last  nine- 
teen years,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  time 
his  name  has  appeared  on  both  tickets,  and  he  has 
had  no  0])position  whatever.  He  also  served  as 
health  officer  from  1889  to  1900,  continuously. 
Such  a record  of  service  speaks  for  itself,  and  Mr. 
I’eck's  long  continuance  in  office,  irrespective  of 
party  lines,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  value  of  his 
services. 

i\Ir.  Peck  is  a member  of  Babbitt  Post  No.  15, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  is  now  serving  his  seventh  year  as 
commander  of  the  ])ost.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Bristol  Train  of  Artillery  Veteran  Association.  He 
is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Bristol  branch  of  the 
Industrial  Trust  Company  of  F'rovidence  and  was 
a director  of  the  Bristol  Institution  for  Savings 


for  a number  of  years  previous  to  its  absorption 
by  the  Industrial  Trust  Company;  he  is  a trustee 
and  treasurer  of  Rogers  Free  Library;  is  one  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Y.  AT  C.  A. ; was  su- 
perintendent of  the  State  Street  M.  E.  Sunday- 
school  for  twenty-eight  years  continuously,  when 
he  resigned,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  (of  which  he  is  secretary)  for  thirty 
years,  and  was  recording  steward  of  the  church  for 
about  the  same  length  of  time,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years.  Everything  of  importance  to  the  well- 
being of  the  community  receives  his  support  and 
encouragement,  and  he  is  respected  and  appreciated 
wherever  known. 

Air.  Peck  married  Hattie  P.  Coggeshall,  who 
was  born  in  June,  1842,  daughter  of  Wilbur  and 
Eliza  J.  Coggeshall,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Ella  May,  born  in  1868,  who  died 
young;  Gertrude  F.,  born  Dec.  24,  1869;  and  Al- 
bert P.,  born  July  5,  1877,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
Davis  & Davis,  stock  brokers  at  Providence,  hav- 
ing been  prepared  for  the  business  world  at  Bryant 
and  Stratton’s  Business  College  in  both  commercial 
and  typewriting  and  stenography  courses. 

JAAIES  11.  CHAPPELLE,  of  Newport,  be- 
longs to  one  branch  of  a family  very  numerously 
represented  in  New  England.  The  American  Chap- 
pells, as  the  name  is  generally  spelled,  though  some, 
in  spelling,  use  the  final  “c,”  came  from  England, 
where  they  sprang  from  an  old  and  noble  family 
which  had  lived  in  that  country  for  hundreds  of 
years,  certainly  being  there  as  early  as  1500.  Seven 
of  the  name  came  to  this  country  between  1634  and 
1685.  Of  these  George  Chappell,  aged  twenty 
years,  came  in  1634  (or  1635)  in  the  "Christian” 
with  the  Stiles  family,  and  landed  in  Alassachusetts 
Bay.  He  became  the  progenitor  of  a numerous 
branch  of  the  family  in  New  England.  He  was  at 
\A'ethersfield  in  1637  and  can  be  traced  there  until 
1649,  'which  was  probably  about  the  time  he  re- 
moved to  Pequot  (New  London),  taking  with  him 
his  wife  Alargaret  and  some  three  or  four  children. 
Their  children  were:  Alary,  Rachel,  John,  George, 
Elizabeth,  Hester,  Sarah,  Nathaniel  and  Caleb.  Of 
these  Caleb  removed  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  from 
which  place  his  son  Amos  moved  and  settled  in 
Sharon,  Conn.  The  second  son  of  the  emigrant, 
George  (2),  married  (first)  Alice  Way  and  (sec- 
ond) Alary  Douglas  and  had  sons  George  and 
Comfort. 

Eamilies  of  the  Chappell  name  in  New  London 
and  neighboring  towns  are  numerous,  all  tracing 
back  to  George  Chappell  for  their  ancestor. 
Reared  and  living  at  an  old  whaling  town,  many 
of  the  Chappells  became  sea  captains  and  sailors. 
During  the  Revolution  the  family  furnished  its 
full  quota  to  the  Patriot  army,  among  those  dis- 
tinguishing themselves  in  that  jierilous  time  lieing : 
Caleb  Chappell,  of  Sharon  ; Capt.  Stephen,  of  tlie 
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Lake  Champlain  flotilla ; C'apt.  Edward  and  Lieut. 
Joshua,  the  last  named  fightinj^-  at  lUmker  Hill. 

The  Chappell  family  in  Rhode  Island,  judging 
from  the  vital  records,  has  not  been  a numerous 
one,  and  little  is  gleaned  in  the  way  of  genealogy 
from  the  fragmentary  public  records  extant.  Caleb 
Chappell  of  South  Kingstown  seems  to  have  been 
the  earliest  one  of  the  name  admitted  a freeman 
of  the  Colony,  this  occurring  at  the  May  session 
of  the  Assembly,  1760.  The  Christian  name  of 
his  wife  was  Sarah,  and  their  children,  according 
to  the  South  Kingstown  town  records,  were ; Wil- 
liam, born  Nov.  25,  1757;  Holley,  May  15,  1759; 
Frederick,  July  i,  1761  ; William  (2),  July  5,  1764; 
and  Susanna,  Sept.  19,  1766. 

One  James  Chappell,  of  South  Kingstown, 
married  April  4,  1751,  \Trtue  Scranton,  of  North 
Kingstown,  and  these  Christian  names  appear  later 
as  of  Newport  residence.  One  Scranton  Chappell 
is  of  record  as  having  married  Nov.  18,  1749.  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  Zilpha  Perkins,  and  there  lived 
with  a Scranton  Chappell  in  Charlestown,  R.  I., 
in  1840,  Thomas  Chappell,  a former  soldier  of  the 
Patriot  army  in  the  Revolution,  and  at  the  time 
a United  States  pensioner,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
He  had  been  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Alilitia 
and  State  troops.  Still  another  of  the  pensioners 
for  Revolutionary  service  among  the  Chappells  was 
James  Chappell,  whose  death  occurred  Dec.  13, 
1829.  He  had  served  as  a private  soldier  in  a New- 
port company  in  \’arnum’s  regiment,  and  also  was 
an  ensign  in  the  Rhode  Island  Line.  He  was  pen- 
sioned under  the  law  of  1785. 

Of  this  old  southern  Rhode  Island  Chappell 
family  there  still  resides  at  Newport  a representa- 
tive in  the  person  of  James  Henry  Chappelle,  who 
spells  the  name  with  the  final  “e.”  Mr.  Chappelle 
has  long  been  actively  identified  with  the  business, 
and  for  some  years  past  with  the  professional  life 
of  Newport,  where  his  father  and  his  grandfather 
before  him  had  figured. 

James  Henry  Chappelle,  his  grandfather,  was 
for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace  at  Newport, 
and  was  often  called  upon  to  settle  disputes.  His 
wife  was  formerly  a Hempstead.  Robert  Chap- 
pelle, son  of  James  Henry  Chappelle,  was  a native 
of  Newport.  He  became  a baker  by  trade  and  later 
carried  on  that  business  successfully  in  the  near-by 
town  of  Troy,  Mass.,  which  has  since  taken  the 
name  of  Fall  River.  He  was  a plain,  unassuming, 
quiet  man,  industrious  and  law-abiding,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
He  was  a member  of  the  JIaptist  Church.  His 
death  occurred  in  1829. 

(hn  April  28,  1816.  Robert  Chappelle  was  mar- 
ried to  Ann,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hambly,  of 
Tiverton,  who  was  a patriot  and  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  Mrs.  Chappelle  died  in  1879  in  I'all 
River,  i\lass.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Chappelle  were:  (r)  Ann  married  Joseph  I". 


Carr,  of  Fall  River,  where  they  both  died.  (2) 
Amey  married  Ceorge  H.  \\'ilbour,  of  Little  Comp- 
ton. They  later  removed  to  Austin,  i\linn,.,  where 
they  both  died.  (3)  Mary  married  Jai)eth  Mason, 
of  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  they  died.  (4)  Abbey 
married  Ur.  Thomas  W'ood,  of  Newport,  where 
they  died.  (5)  James  H.  is  mentioned  below.  (6) 
Robert  William  resides  in  Wickford,  Rluxle  Island. 

James  Henry  Chappelle,  son  of  Robert  and  Ann 
(Hambly)  Chappelle,  was  born  IMay  27,  1827, 
in  Troy  (now  Fall  River),  Mass.,  and  received  his 
early  educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city.  His  father  having  died  when  he 
was  but  two  years  of  age,  he  was  early  in  life 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  when  yet  a 
mere  lad  was  compelled  to  go  to  work,  entering  the 
Robeson  Print  \Vorks,  wliere  he  was  employed 
until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  became  ap- 
prenticed to  the  saddler's  trade  under  James  Bar- 
ber at  Fall  River,  and  remained  in  his  employ  until 
the  latter's  death,  when  he  was  obliged  to  seek  em- 
ployment elsewhere.  From  1844  ^ 1847  lie  was 
employed  at  his  trade  in  Providence  and  from  1847 
to  1852  found  employment  in  Boston.  Mass.  His 
varied  experiences  in  the  business  had  given  him  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  its  rudiments  and  on  March 
4,  1852,  Mr.  Chappelle  opened  a saddlery  shop  and 
store  on  his  own  account  in  Newport,  at  the  corner 
of  Farewell  and  iMarlborough  streets,  in  which 
enterprise  he  met  with  well-deserved  success,  con- 
tinuing the  same  until  1882.  iNIr.  Chappelle  was 
a recognized  leader  in  the  saddlery  business  and 
as  a mechanic  in  his  line  had  no  superiors  and  few 
equals.  Soon  after  retiring  from  this  line  he  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a chiropodist,  opening  an 
office  on  Thames  street,  and  in  this  calling  he  has 
since  continued.  His  experience  in  this  line  is 
widespread,  and  he  is  often  called  to  New  York 
and  other  cities  to  serve  his  patients. 

In  the  early  fifties  i\Ir.  Chappelle  became  a 
member  of  the  Newport  Artillery  Company.  Later, 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  President  Lin- 
coln called  for  volunteers  to  defend  the  Union,  he 
shut  up  his  shop,*  and  leaving  his  business  and  his 
family  of  wife  and  two  children  enlisted,  in  April, 
1861.  Shortly  after  his  enlistment  he  was  pro- 
moted to  ensign,  with  brevet  as  second  lieutenant, 
and  he  served  his  country  for  four  months.  ^Ir. 
Chappelle  is  a member  of  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren  Post. 
No.  21,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  acted  for  several 
years  as  Surgeon.  In  political  faith  Mr.  Cha])pelle 
is  a stalwart  Republican  ; he  has  never  caretl  for 
public  office. 

On  July  4,  1849.  Mr.  Chappelle  was  married  to 
Abhv  Douglas  Lake,  daughter  of  the  late  Israel  F. 
Lake,  who  was  for  many  years  a successful  mer- 
chant of  Newport,  engaged  in  the  grocery  liusiness. 
Mrs.  Chappelle  passed  away  ]\lay  10,  1904.  in 
Newport.  To  this  hai)py  union  came  three  chjK^ 
dren : Adrain  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  montns ; 
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Ida  is  the  wife  of  William  .A.  Jack  (wlio  is  con- 
nected with  the  Pension  Department  at  Washing- 
ton, I).  C.),  and  tlie  motlier  of  Alay,  William  Alex- 
ander. Sarah  Elizabeth  and  Anna  Catherine : 
Henri  Onatre,  who  resides  in  Newport,  a musician 
by  ])rofession,  married  July  4,  1905,  Lavinia  Amy 
.Arnold  of  Newport. 

HON.  BENJAAHN  ^lARTIN,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  comes 
from  a family  which  was  established  in  Alassa- 
chusetts  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
generations  of  the  family  may  be  traced  as  fol- 
lows : • 1 

(I)  Richard  Martin. 

(II)  John  Alartin.  son  of  Richard,  married 
Johanna  Esten,  this  name  having  been  formerly 
spelled  Enstance,  a daughter  of  Thomas  of  North 
Providence,  and  who,  it  is  said,  was  born  June  i, 
1645,  Hertfordshire,  England,  and  that  her 
father's  family  came  to  New  England  with  Rev. 
John  Alyles. 

( HI)  Ephraim  Alartin,  son  of  John,  born  Feb. 
7,  1C76,  at  Swansea,  Alass.,  married  Oct.  18,  1699, 
riiankfiil  Pullock,  horn  June  27,  1681,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Bullock,  Sr.  Air.  Alartin  settled  on  a farm 
at  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  and  lived  in  a house  that  stood 
a little  north  of  the  burying  ground.  He  died  June 
25,  1734,  and  his  willow  passed  away  July  22,  1762. 
Their  children  were:  Edward,  born  Oct.  22,  1700; 
Thankful,  Alay  18,  1702;  Ephraim,  April  19,  1704: 
Deliverance.  Sept.  3.  1706;  Experience,  in  1707: 
Hopestill.  Jan.  16.  1710;  Judith,  Alarch  28.  1714; 
Seth.  h'eh.  24.  1716;  Lydia,  July  17,  1718;  and 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth. 

( I\')  Benjamin  Alartin,  son  of  Ephraim,  was 
horn  at  Rehoboth.  Alass.  His  wife's  name  was 
Lucy,  and  their  children  were : Constant,  born 
h'eh.  4,  1745-6;  Freelove,  Feb.  25,  1748-9;  Ben- 
jamin. April  3,  1751  ; Lucy,  Nov.  20,  1755  ; Samuel, 
Alarch  31,  1758;  and  Asa,  April  17,  1760.  The 
wills  of  the  parents  were  made,  respectively,  April 
30,  1791,  and  Dec.  5,  I795._ 

(V)  Asa  Alartin,  son  of  Benjamin,  born  April 
17,  1760,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Alarch  13, 
1782.  Sarah  Wyatt,  and  their  children  were:  Sam- 
uel Perry,  born  Dec.  24,  1783;  Sarah,  Dec.  19, 
1785;  Alary,  Jan.  10,  1788;  Abigail,  June  5,  1792  ; 
\\'illiam,  Jan.  8.  1795;  Joseph.  Alarch  5,  1797; 
Lucy,  Jan.  21,  1800.  He  married  (second)  Sarah 
d'urner  of  Rehoboth,  and  they  had  issue  as  follows : 
Benjamin,  born  Aug.  10,  1807;  Ceorge,  born  Nov. 
27,  1808;  Asaph;  and  Joseph  and  Lucy,  born 
Alarch  21.  1811.  These  children,  it  ap]iears.  ap- 
pointed their  elder  brother,  Samuel  Perry  Martin, 
as  their  guardian,  their  father  having  probably 
died  some  time  before. 

(VI)  George  Alartin,  son  of  Asa,  born  Nov. 
27,  1808,  married  Sept.  10,  1835,  Alaria  Aledbery, 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Phebe  (Rhodes)  Aledbery, 


and  they  had  issue  as  follows:  Phebe  Aledbery, 
born  July  12,  1836;  Ann  Alaria,  Aug.  23,  1838; 
Sarah  C'.,  Aug.  30,  1840  (married  Abraham  Car- 
penter, of  Cumberland,  R.  1.)  ; Alariah,  June  2, 
1844;  Benjamin,  June  9,  1847;  and  George  J., 
Alarch  18,  1852. 

George  Alartin  lost  his  father  at  the  age  of  nine 
years,  and  it  came  about  that  he  was  reared  in  a 
family  by  the  name  of  Foss.  When  he  had  reached 
the  proper  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  with  Ephraim  French,  where  he  com- 
pleted the  period  of  apprenticeship  and  followed 
the  trade  as  a journeyman  for  some  years,  and  then 
became  a carpenter  and  builder  and  contractor. 
His  work  was  largely  on  the  line  of  jobbing  and 
repairing,  and  he  did  a very  satisfactory  business 
for  many  years,  lie  built  the  "Hawtrave  House,” 
and  also  the  ‘‘Halsey  House,”  and  a number  of 
other  important  buildings.  He  was  a careful,  con- 
servative man  in  his  business  transactions  and  did 
not  seek  large  contracts,  preferring  to  work  in 
his  own  way.  During  one  year  he  was  assessor 
of  town  taxes.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  ;i 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  East  Provi- 
dence. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Benjamin  Alar- 
tin, Josiah  and  Phebe  (Rhodes)  Aledbery,  were 
born,  respectively,  in  1766  and  Feb.  14,  1768. 
Their  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity, 
were:  Nicholas,  born  Nov.  i,  1790;  George,  June 
20,  1792;  Esther,  June  17,  1793;  Phebe  R.,  Aug. 
^7’  1795;  Arnold  R.,  July  19,  1797;  Nicholas  (2), 
Aug.  27,  1799;  Thomas,  April  25,  i8or ; Rosanna 
S.,  Alarch  12,  1804;  Lydia,  Nov.  13,  1805;  Josiah, 
Jr.,  Oct.  9,  1807;  John  F.  R.,  Dec.  13,  1810; 
Alaria.  Feb.  2,  1814. 

(VH)  Benjamin  Alartin,  son  of  George,  was 
born  June  9,  1847,  the  old  Alartin  homestead  in 
East  Providence.  His  education  was  pursued  in 
the  district  schools  of  East  Providence  and  the 
Bryant  and  Stratton  Business  College  of  Provi- 
dence, from  which  latter  school  he  graduated  in 
1865. 

Upon  leaving  school  Air.  Alartin  became  a clerk 
for  the  firm  of  Hall  & Burrington,  seed  merchants 
on  Canal  street,  Providence,  for  one  year,  but 
tiring  of  this  occupation  and  inheriting  from  his 
worthy  father  a love  of  tools  and  considerable 
mechanical  skill,  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner  with  his  father  and  with 
George  H.  Paddock  of  Providence.  As  Air.  Martin 
says  of  himself,  he  always  remembers  from 
boyhood  that  he  had  a love  for  “tinkering.” 
For  some  years  he  worked  for  his  father 
as  a jouriieyman  carpenter,  but  in  1885  he 
started  in  as  a contractor  and  builder 
for  himself  in  Providence  and  East  Providence, 
where  a considerable  portion  of  his  work  has  been. 
He  still  continues  in  business  and  gives  employ- 
ment to  about  eight  skilled  men.  He  is  reckoned 
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with  the  successful  business  men  of  this  section, 
and  in  his  line  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable and  careful  workmen.  If  he  should  be  asked 
the  secret  of  his  success  he  would  probably  say 
"treating  the  people  right”  or,  in  other  words,  busi- 
ness integrity. 

i\Ir.  Martin  has  always  been  a consistent  Re- 
])ublican  and  he  has  been  frequently  elected  to 
office,  first  in  1889  when  he  was  made  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  East  Providence.  He  con-, 
tinned  a member  until  1894,  and  in  1895  he  was 
again  elected,  continuing  until  1901  when  he  was  de- 
feated by  just  two  votes,  but  in  1902  he  was  again 
returned  to  the  council.  In  the  fall  of  1903  he  was 
called  higher,  being  elected  a member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  East  Providence,  and  in  1904 
he  was  re-elected,  receiving  handsome  majorities 
in  both  instances,  640  votes  on  the  first  and  707  on 
the  second  contest;  he  was  again  elected  in  1905. 

In  1874  Mr.  Martin  was  married  to  Louise 
Ella  Wood,  born  July  21,  1850,  daughter  of  John 
A.  and  Cynthia  Elizabeth  Wood,  of  East  Provi- 
dence. IMrs.  jMartin  died  March  17,  1894,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Maria  Elizabeth,  born  Eeb.  19,  1876. 
She  is  her  father’s  comfort  and  reliance,  one  who 
makes  his  home  beautiful  by  her  tender  filial  care. 

i\Ir.  Martin  is  a member  of  St.  Andrew's 
Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  1\1.,  of  Riverside;  Providence 
Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  M M.,  Providence;  and  Cal- 
vary Commandery,  K.  T.,  Providence ; of  Reliance 
Lodge,  1.  C).  U.  E. ; Golden  Cross  Fraternity 
Commandery;  and  Roger  Williams  Grange,  No. 
19,  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  For  the  past  twelve 
years  he  had  been  treasurer  of  the  State  Grange. 
In  his  earlier  years  he  was  much  interested  in 
military  matters,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the 
State  militia  from  1865  1880.  During  the  in- 

tervening period  his  presence  was  missed  from  but 
two  parades.  When  he  retired  it  was  with  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant.  As  stated  in  our  open- 
ing paragraph  Mr.  Martin  is  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  East  Providence,  and  we  have  shown 
that  his  standing  has  been  honestly  gained,  and 
mainly  through  his  own  efiforts.  While  he  has  an 
old  and  honorable  ancestry  behind  him,  it  is  the 
man  himself  who,  in  these  modern  days,  is  judged, 
and  in  every  way  IMr.  IMartin  has  stood  the  test 
before  the  Bar  of  public  approval. 

GEORGE  L.  STILLMAN,  a representative 
business  man  of  Westerly  and  owner  of  the  Still- 
man Carriage  Company,  comes  from  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  that  section  of  the  State. 

(I)  George  Stillman,  born  in  1654,  at  Steeple 
Aspan,  Wiltshire,  England,  was  early  at  Hadley, 
Mass.  He  married  (1677)  Jane  Pickering,  born 
in  1659,  ''1^0  died  in  1684.  About  1686  he  married 
Rebecca,  born  in  1668,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Philip 
Smith.  His  children  were:  George,  born  in  1678; 
Rebecca,  born  Jan.  14,  1688:  Mary,  born  July  12, 
1689:  Nathaniel,  born  July  i,  1691;  Deacon  John, 


born  Eeb.  19,  1693;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  28,  1694; 
Martha,  born  Nov.  28,  1696;  Anna,  born  April  6, 
1699;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  19,  1700;  ilannab; 
Lydia,  born  Nov.  7,  1702;  Esther,  born  1701  ; and 
Benjamin,  born  July  29,  1705.  Mr.  Stillman  was 
a merchant  of  enterprise  and  wealth.  He  served 
as  selectman  in  Hadley  in  1696;  was  deputy  to  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusettts  in  1698;  moved 
to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in  1703;  was  juror  in 
Wethersfield  in  1705;  and  was  selectman  in  1708. 
He  died  Nov.  17,  1728,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at 
1,308  pounds.  His  widow  died  Oct.  7,  1750. 

From  George  Stillman  (2)  have  descended'  the 
Rhode  Island  Stillmans,  and  from  John  and  Ben- 
jamin, the  Connecticut  Stillmans. 

(II)  George  Stillman  (2),  son  of  George,  born 
in  1678,  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  married  April  10,  1706, 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  granddaughter 
of  Rev.  John  Crandall,  who  married  a daughter  of 
the  celebrated  Samuel  Gorton,  of  Warwick,  R.  I. 
Dr.  Stillman  moved  from  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  to 
the  town  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  in  1606,  where  he 
purchased  the  land  known  as  Crumb’s  Neck.  He 
was  a physician  by  profession.  Dr.  Stillman  died 
in  Westerly  in  1760.  His  children  were:  Deb- 
orah, born  Jan.  ii,  1706-07;  Nathaniel,  born  May 
2,  1709;  Mary,  born  Sept.  27,  1711;  George,  born 
Eeb.  13,  1713-14;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  5,  1716;  John, 
born  June  14,  1719;  Elisha,  born  April  25,  1722; 
and  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  25,  1725-26. 

(HI)  Joseph  Stillman,  son  of  George  (2),  born 
Dec.  15  (or  5),  1716,  in  Westerly,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Bethia  (IMaxson)  IMaxson, 
and  their  children  were  : Joseph  ; Anne,  born  April 
7,  1754;  and  Lois,  born  April  18,  1756. 

(IV^)  Joseph  Stillman  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Feb.  28,  1743,  married  Oct.  22,  1769,  Eunice  Still- 
man, born  (Dct.  8,  1751,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Adary  Saunders  Stillman.  Mr.  Stillman  was  the 
owner  of  a line  of  sailing  packets  running  between 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  and  New  York.  He  died 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  March  27,  1825.  His  widow, 
Eunice  Stillman,  passed  away  March  10,  1837. 
Their  children  of  Westerly  record  were : Sabra, 
born  Oct.  28,  1771;  Lois,  born  Sept.  7,  1773; 
Amey,  born  Feb.  20,  1777;  Joseph,  born  Jan.  14, 
1779;  Lydia,  born  Oct.  16,  1780;  Paul,  born  Sept. 
19,  1782;  Zebulon,  born  June  21,  1784:  Daniel, 
born  June  3,  1787;  Abel,  born  June  14,  1789;  Bar- 
ton, born  Alarch  26,  1791  ; and  Adam,  born  Nov. 

3-  1792. 

(V)  Adam  Stillman,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
Nov.  3,  1792,  died  Alay  26,  1845.  married 

Lydia  Spaulding,  who  was  born  Aug.  30,  1799. 
and  died  Jan.  23,  1889.  Their  children  were : 
Charles  A.,  born  Jan.  30,  1825.  married  (first) 
Esther  C.  Babcock,  and  (second)  Eliza  C.  Still- 
man. Joseph  F.  was  born  Aug.  2.  1826.  Eunice 
M.,  born  April  ir,  1828.  died  Sept.  12,  1846.  Lucy 
Adelia,  born  Jan.  29,  1833,  married  Sept.  28,  1851, 
George  H.  Babcock,  and  died  May  25,  1861.  Asa 
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S.,  born  Feb.  7,  1835,  married  in  Jannary,  i860, 
Isabella  Witter.  iVIary,  born  Sept.  16,  1837,  mar- 
ried Oct.  18,  i860,  Elisha  C.  Saunders. 

01)  Joseph  F.  Stillman,  born  Aug.  2,  1826, 
married  Oct.  9,  1848,  Lorinda  W.  Greene,  born  July 
9,  1828.  d'hey  had  children  : ( i ) Eugene,  born 

Aug.  22,  1849,  re'sides  in  Westerly.  In  1872  he 
married  iMary  Evelyn  Ferry,  born  i\Iay  6,  1854, 
and  they  have  three  children : Catherine  married 
Oct.  27,  1896,  Wilson  M.  Gates;  Pearlie  L.  mar- 
ried iNIarch  21,  1898,  William  B.  Clark;  Charlene 
R.  married  Hay  24,  1899,  Ale.x  i\I.  Blake.  (2) 
Alfred  A.,  born  Jan.  4,  1851,  lives  in  Westerly. 
Fie  married  (first)  Mary  J.  Miner,  (second)  Sarah 
E.  Eangworthy,  and  (third)  i\Irs.  George  N.  Lang- 
worthy. His  children  were : Lloyd  L.,  born  in 
1881  ; Lewis;  and  Ernest,  born  in  1883,  died  March 
22,  1883.  (3)  John,  born  Eeb.  20,  1853,  lives  on 

Newton  avenue.  Westerly,  R.  I.  He  married 
Agnes  Corn.  (4)  George  L.  was  born  Nov.  20, 
1856.  (5)  Wayland  F.,  born  Nov.  4,  1859, 

in  Westerly,  R.  I.  He  married  June  18,  1887, 
Hattie  J.  Ellis,  who  was  born  Aug.  30,  1869,  and 
who  died  Aug.  15,  1892.  He  married  (second) 
Eeb.  28,  1898,  Belle  Crawford.  (6)  Bertha  M., 
born  March  2t,  1866,  married  Dec.  2,  1891,  Edwin 
D.  Krebs,  of  Westerly,  and  they  have  had  si.x  chil- 
dren : Frank  D.,  John  E.  (deceased),  Gladys  M., 
Christine  E.,  E.  Louise  and  Edwina  A. 

On  Oct.  9,  1848,  in  a room  presumably  the  best 
in  the  home  occupied  by  Rev.  A.  G.  Palmer,  were 
three  couples  anxiously  waiting.  They  were 
strangers  in  the  lively  seaport  town  of  Stonington 
and  were  evidently  iidanders  from  Rhode  Island. 
In  fact  they  had  driven  twenty  miles,  more  or  less, 
eager  to  sec  the  celebrated  Baptist  preacher  whose 
fame  had  reached  many  miles,  but  were  probably 
still  more  interested  in  the  object  for  which  all 
had  come,  to  get  married.  It  was  a party  of  con- 
genial friends  who  had  attended  the  local  parties 
and  country  dances  together  and  when  the  time 
came  for  them  to  begin  domestic  life,  they  decided 
to  start  out  together.  Eifty  years  later  one  of  these 
couples,  Lyman  Kenyon  and  Irene  D.  Ennis,  ob- 
served their  Golden  Wedding,  at  Providence,  Oct. 
8,  1898.  On  the  evening  of  Oct.  9,  1898,  the  sec- 
ond couple,  Joseph  F.  Stillman  and  Lorinda  Maria 
Greene,  held  a cpuet  family  reunion  at  their  home 
in  Westerly.  The  third  couple,  Dennison  Wells 
and  Theresa  Greene,  had  passed  away  at  their 
home  in  Ashaway,  R.  I.  The  good  old  pastor  had 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers  for  many  years. 

Joseph  F.  Stillman  and  Lorinda  Maria  Greene 
were  the  second  coiqde  in  the  jolly  party  on  the 
visit  to  Rev.  A.  G.  Palmer  in  Stonington,  (3ct.  9, 
1848.  He  was  twenty-two,  and  she  was  twenty. 
After  the  wedding  they  went  to  the  Stillman  farm 
in  the  northern  part  of  Westerly,  where  they  made 
a permanent  home.  This  farm  has  been  in  the  fam- 
ily over  200  years.  The  old  farm  house  now  stand- 
ing was  built  in  1748.  It  sets  back  from  the  road. 


on  a side  hill,  hidden  in  a clump  of  trees,  Mr,  Still- 
man was  a farmer  and  carriage  maker  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage,  and  continued  so  ever  after.  This 
couple’s  life  was  a quiet  one,  passed  in  the 
ancestral  farm  house.  For  years  iMr.  Still- 
man was  much  of  an  invalid,  being  unable  to  do 
much,  if  any,  hard  work.  He  died  Oct.  18,  1905. 
Mrs.  Stillman’s  health  has  been  good.  iMr.  Still- 
man like  his  family  belonged  to  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church  at  Ashaway.  At  their  golden  wed- 
ding Oct.  9,  1898,  four  generations  were  present, 
the  oldest  seventy-two,  the  youngest  a little  over 
a year  old. 

(VH)  George  L.  Stillman,  born  Nov.  20,  1856, 
remained  on  the  home  farm  until  after  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old.  In  1879  began  working 
at  the  carriage  making  trade  with  his  brother,  Al- 
fred A.,  and  in  February,  1881,  he  bought  a third 
interest  in  the  firm  of  J.  F.  Stillman  & Sons  in 
the  north  part  of  W'esterly.  This  firm  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Stillman  Carriage  Company,  in  1887, 
consisting  of  Eugene  and  George  L.  Stillman. 
Eugene  dropped  out  Dec.  15,  1893,  and  since  then 
George  L.  has  been  alone.  The  Stillman  Carriage 
Factory  is  located  on  Coggeswell  street.  Westerly, 
R.  I.  Mr.  Stillman  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Automatic  Telephone  Company,  and  is  a 
director  of  the  reorganized  company. 

On  Nov.  6,  1880,  George  L.  Stillman  was  mar- 
ried to  Hattie  H.  Adams,  daughter  of  Amos  W. 
Adams,  and  of  their  three  children,  \’erna  E.  lives 
at  home ; Cyrus  A.  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months ; 
and  George  H.  is  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stillman 
reside  at  No.  23  Granite  street.  Westerly.  He  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  in  his  religious  belief 
has  not  departed  from  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  but 
is  a member  of  the  First  .Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church  at  Ashaway. 

EATCHELDER  (Providence  family).  The 
Batchelder  family  is  one  of  the  ancient  ones  of 
New  England,  now  of  some  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  years  standing  there.  Led  by  a learned 
English  divine,  a graduate  of  one  of  the  colleges  at 
Oxford,  it  has  produced  many  strong,  forceful 
characters  and  through  its  alliances  is  connected 
with  some  of  the  gifted  and  eminent  families  of 
this  section.  The  Providence  branch  of  the  family 
with  which  this  article  deals  is  of  approximately 
three-fourths  of  a century's  standing  here.  The 
head  of  this  branch  was  the  late  Parley  Batchelder, 
of  Providence  and  vicinity,  a substantial  man  and 
useful  citizen,  some  of  whose  posterity  are  yet  here 
and  representatives  of  this  locality's  best  citizen- 
ship, notably  a son,  William  W.  Batchelder,  of 
Providence,  long  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and 
builders  of  this  city  and  elsewhere,  a former  mem- 
ber of  both  branches  of  the  city's  government ; 
and  another  son,  George  T.  Batchelder,  of  Centre- 
dale,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  serving  through- 
out the  struggle,  in  which  he  was  twice 
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wounded,  a merchant  of  many  years  standing  and 
as  well  a public  official  of  long  and  honorable 
service. 

Of  this  Providence  family  of  Batchelders  there 
follows  in  chronological  order  the  paternal  lineage 
and  some  family  history  and  genealogy. 

(I)  Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler,  born  in  England 
in  1561,  was  educated  at  St.  John’s  College.  Ox- 
ford, being  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in 
1586.  From  Oxford  he  entered  the  Church,  and 
in  1587  he  was  instituted  as  vicar  of  W'herwell, 
Hants,  being  presented  that  living  by  Lord  de 
la  W’arr.  His  successor  was  appointed  vicar  at 
Wherwell  Aug.  y,  1605.  From  this  time  his  Eng- 
lish history  is  fragmentary.  About  1629  a colon- 
ization society  was  organized  in  England  to  settle 
in  iNIaine,  and  Air.  Bachiler,  then  sixty-eight 
years  of  age,  was  chosen  its  pastor.  He  came  to 
New  England  in  1632  in  the  “William  and 
Frances.”  He  had  married  twice  in  England,  and 
all  of  his  children,  of  whom  there  is  any  record, 
were  born  to  his  first  wife.  His  second  wife,  Helen, 
accompanied  him  to  New  England,  dying  in  1642. 
The  colonization  comi)any  failed  and  Hr.  Bach- 
iler formed  a church  in  Lynn.  He  was  later  at 
Newbury,  thence  in  1638,  he  joined  in  the  settle- 
ment of  Hampton,  N.  H.,  to  which  he  is  said  to 
have  given  the  name,  and  whose  first  minister  he 
became.  He  later  removed  to  Portsmouth,  whence 
he  returned  to  England,  not  far  from  1647.  Le 
was  the  third  time  married,  but  the  surnames  of 
none  of  his  wives  are  known.  His  children  were : 
Theodate,  Nathaniel,  Deborah,  Stephen,  Ann  and 
Samuel. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Bachelor,  born  in  England, 
married  Hester  fiercer,  of  Southampton. 

(III)  Nathaniel  Batcheller  (2),  born  in  1630, 
married  (first)  Dec.  ro.  1656,  Deborah  Smith,  of 
Martha’s  Vineyard.  She  died  March  8.  1675,  and 
he  married  (second)  Oct.  31,  1676,  Mrs.  iMary 
(Carter)  Wyman,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Car- 
ter, of  Woburn.  He  married  (third)  Oct.  23,  1689, 
Elizabeth  B.  Knill,  widow  of  John.  iMr.  Batch- 
eller was  a resident  of  Hampton,  and  held  many 
offices  of  trust  and  honor  in  town  and  church.  He 
was  for  some  time  constable,  and  for  nine  years 
was  a selectman.  His  children  were:  Stephen. 
Anna,  Thomas,  Francis,  Nathaniel  and  Benjamin. 

(IV)  Thomas  Batchelder,  born ^ in  1685.  in 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  married  March  14,  1712,  Mary 
Moulton,  born  June  5,  1691,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Moulton.  She  died  Mav  22,  1716.  and  he  married 
(second)  Jan.  16,  1718,  Sarah,  born  April  30,  1689, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Tuck.  He  resided  on  the 
first  or  old  homestead  in  Ham])ton,  N.  H.  He  was 
a member  of  Capt.  Shadrach  Walton's  company  in 
1710  in  the  expedition  against  Port  Royal.  His 
death  occurred  Feb.  10,  1774.  His  children  were: 
Mary,  Bethia.  Nathaniel,  Sarah,  John,  Benjamin, 
Sarah,  Abigail  and  Phebe. 


(V)  Capt.  Nathaniel  Batchelder.  born  May  10, 
1722,  in  Hampton,  N.  H.,  married  Nov.  25,  1743, 
Hannah  Butler,  of  Hampton  I'alls,  N.  H.  He  re- 
moved to  Sandown  about  1756.  He  died  Oct.  ii, 
1784.  His  children  were:  iNIary,  Reuben,  Nathan, 
Sarah,  Abigail,  Rachel,  Jose])h,  Mehetabel,  Na- 
thaniel, Mehetabel,  Abigail  and  Jonathan  iMoulton. 

(\T)  Lieut.  Jose])h  Batchelder,  b(wn  Dec.  28, 
1750,  in  Hampton,  N.  H.,  married,  probably  at 
Lyndeboro,  Sarah  Eerrin.  i\lr.  Batchelder,  with 
his  brothers,  Moulton  and  Nathaniel,  settled  in 
1792  in  Plainfield,  \T.,  of  which  town  they  were 
the  first  settlers.  Joseph  Batchelder  gained  his 
title  of  lieutenant  from  service  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  This  tract  of  land,  upon  which  the 
Batchelder  brothers  settled,  was  one  of  the  finest 
farming  sections  in  Washington  county ; it  has  al- 
ways remained  in  the  family.  He  died  March  27, 
1827.  It  was  at  his  house  that  the  Congregational 
Church  of  that  locality  was  organized.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Mary,  Abigail,  Nathaniel,  Isaac,  Jo- 
seph, Alpheus,  William,  Josiah,  Alice,  Sarah,  Anna 
and  Isaac. 

(ATI)  Nathaniel  Batchelder,  born  Jan.  10, 
1772,  in  New  Hampshire,  married  in  Plainfield. 
Vt.,  Martha  Dunlee,  born  in  1769.  He  lived  for  a 
time  at  Batchelder’s  Pitch,  near  the  Four  Corners, 
in  Plainfield,  ^T.,  next  to  [Montpelier.  Later  he 
moved  to ‘the  Spruce  Flats  in  East  Montpelier.  He 
died  in  1843  *11  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  His  widow 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  over  ninety  years  and 
died  in  1863,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Mark  Batch- 
elder. Their  children  were:  Parley,  born  Sept.  4, 
1795;  Nathaniel  C.,  July  ir,  1797;  Sarah.  Nov.  14, 
1799  ; John  D.,  Aug.  5,  1802;  Rhoda ; Mark,  June 
28,  1805;  Philura,  Aug.  21,  1807;  and  Rhoda,  who 
died  ait  the  age  of  five. 

(VHI)  Parley  Batchelder,  born  Sept.  4.  1795, 
in  Amherst,  N.  H.,  married,  in  North  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Jan.  13,  1831,  Alzada  Barnes,  born  June  4, 
1806,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  Mr.  Batchelder  in  his  early 
years  moved  to  the  State  of  Wrmont.  In  1813, 
the  town  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  being  threatened  by 
the  British  forces,  he  joined  a company  of  volun- 
teers from  Plainfield,  \T.,  and  went  to  the  scene  of 
action  with  others  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  -Mr. 
Batchelder  removed  to  Providence  county,  R.  I., 
not  far  from  1825.  While  an  iron  worker  by  trade 
he  also  followed  other  occupations  ; for  a time  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  Hon.  Tristam  Burges.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  in  Providence  and  there  and 
in  that  vicinity  he  afterward  resided.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  moral  character,  a strong  Prohibi- 
tioni.st,  and  always  took  an  active  part  in  promoting 
temperance.  He  died  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  April  17, 
i88t.  [Mrs.  Batchelder  died  in  Johnston,  R.  I., 
May  10,  1878.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Wil- 
liam Wh,  born  [March  19,  1832,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (2)  John  P.,  born  Dec.  19,  1834,  is  a 
carpenter  by  occupation.  He  married  Elsie  Smith, 
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of  Sniitliheld,  R.  I.,  and  resides  in  Denver,  Colo. 
Tliey  have  four  daugiiters : i\Jary  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Johnston,  a native  of  Providence,  and 
resides  in  Denver,  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters ; Carrie  married  Henry  Collins,  editor  of 
a daily  j)ai)er  at  iMissoula,  iMont.,  and  they  have 
one  child ; Aileen  married  Henry  Whitehead,  a 
machinist,  and  resides  in  Denver  and  they  have  one 
son  and  one  daughter;  Julia  is  Mrs.  Frank  John- 
on,  of  Chama,  N.  M.  (3)  George  T.,  born  Jan. 
10,  1836,  has  been  engagecl  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Centredale  since  1855.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  the  Seventh  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  and  served 
for  three  years,  being  wounded  two  times.  He 
represented  the  town  of  Johnston  in  the  General 
Assembly  in  1883,  and  North  Providence  in  1895, 
has  served  as  president  of  the  town  council  of 
North  Providence,  and  as  postmaster  at  Centredale 
from  1886  to  1893.  He  married  Lvdia  A.  Fenner, 
and  after  her  death  married  Julia  T.  Hunt,  and 
they  have  three  sons,  George  T.,  John  P.  and  Earl. 
(4)  James  O.,  horn  March  22,  1837,  died  aged 
twenty-two  years.  (5)  Albert  J.,  born  July  3,  18 — , 
was  engaged  as  a traveling  salesman,  and  died  in 
Providence,  July  y,  1901.  He  married  Emily  Pos- 
worth  and  was  the  father  of  one  son,  Walter  J.,  a 
druggist.  (6)  Mary  C.,  horn  "March  29,  1839,  is  un- 
married and  resides  at  Central  Falls.  (7)  Martha  T., 
born  April  18,  1840,  married  (hrstj  Albert  L. 
Austin,  and  (second)  Otis  Andrew,  and  has  one 
son  by  the  second  marriage,  William  W.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  Prown,  and  also  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, N.  Y.,  and  is  engaged  as  principal  of  ( lenesee 
Grammar  School,  No.  4,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  She 
resides  in  Providence.  (8)  Carlista  A.,  born  July 
24,  1841,  is  the  widow  of  Simon  S.  Page,  and  has 
four  children,  Grace,  Alzada,  Ernest  and  Frank  A. 
Poth  of  the  sons  are  graduates  of  Prown,  and  the 
former  is  now  engaged  as  a teacher.  The  latter 
has  l)een  admitted  to  the  Bar,  but  is  connected  with 
the  Hnited  States  Customs  service  at  Providence. 
(9)  Caroline  1).,  born  Nov.  ii,  1842,  is  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford Smith,  of  Enfield,  R.  I.  (10)  Julia  z\.  A., 
born  Jan.  22,  1846,  died  May  18,  1868. 

(IN)  William  W.  Patciieldkr,  son  of  Parley 
and  Alzada  (Parnes)  Patcheldcr,  was  born  March 
19,  1832,  on  Smith’s  Hill,  in  the  city  of  Providence. 
After  receiving  a good  common  school  education  and 
serving  an  apprenticeship  as  a builder,  he  in  time  en- 
gaged in  that  line  of  Imsiness,  becoming  in  1866  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Dexter  Gorton  & Co.,  contrac- 
tors and  builders.  This  partnership  continued  for 
some  fifteen  years,  when  in  February,  1881,  it  was 
dissolved.  At  this  time,  Mr.  Batchclder,  associated 
with  Mr.  W.  A.  Chapman,  formed  a partnershi]) 
for  the  conduct  of  a general  line  of  contracting — 
though  they  made  mill  construction  a specialty— 
the  business  being  conducted  under  the  firm  style 
of  W.  A.  Chapman  & Co.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued until  1898,  when  it  was  dissolved  and  for 


two  years  thereafter  i\Ir.  Batchelder  was  engaged 
in  the  contracting  business  alone. 

During  his  forty  years  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness of  contracting  and  building,  Mr.  Batchelder 
has  been  a witness  to  the  modernly  constructed 
city  of  Providence,  of  the  State  and  of  New  Eng- 
land, for  during  his  business  career  nearlv  all  of 
the  improvements  in  the  way  of  size  and  manner 
of  construction  have  come  about,  and  he  himself 
has  played  no  small  part  in  the  construction  of 
many  of  the  more  modern  buildings  in  this  section. 
It  was  the  firm  of  which  he  was  a member  that 
constructed  the  Wheaton  & Anthony  building, 
Westminster  street.  Providence ; the  “Hotel  Dor- 
rance,’’  the  G.  & S.  Owens  block,  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  at  East  Greenwich ; the  buildings  for  the 
insane  at  the  State  Farm  ; the  engine  house  at  Pet- 
taconsett,  the  first  erected  for  the  water  supply  of 
Providence ; the  interior  of  the  Olney  street  Pump- 
ing Station ; the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany’s plant ; the  works  of  the  Plymouth  Cordage 
Company ; the  power  house  at  Plymouth,  Mass. ; 
the  River  Spinning  Company  Mill,  at  Woonsocket; 
the  Gould  Paper  Mill,  at  Lyons  Falls,  N.  Y. ; the 
Columbia  Mill,  at  Columbia,  S.  C. ; the  Androscog- 
gin Mill,  at  Lewiston,  Maine ; the  Howard  & Bul- 
lough  American  Machine  Company’s  plant  and  the 
power  house  of  the  Bridge  Hill  Power  Company, 
at  Pawtucket ; the  Ladd  Watch  Case  Company 
works ; the  Central  Police  Station,  Providence ; 
the  great  Pelzier  Dam,  the  largest  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina ; the  Whitins  Mill,  at  Whitins  Sta- 
tion, the  large  machine  shop  for  the  Whitins  Ma- 
chine Company,  at  W’hitinsville,  the  Northbridge 
(Mill  at  Northbridge,  all  in  Massachusetts;  and 
many  other  large  mills  in  this  section  of  New  Eng- 
land. Mr.  Batchelder  was  also  interested  in  the 
construction  of  the  Barnaby  Mill,  and  King  Philip 
No.  2 Mill,  at  Fall  River;  the  Acushnet  and  Grin- 
nell  Mills  in  New  Bedford,  as  well  as  three  other 
mills  in  the  latter  city. 

As  a man  of  affairs,  as  a careful,  conservative 
husiness  man,  and  as  one  of  enterprising  and  public 
spirit,  Mr.  Batchelder  is  deserving  of  the  high  es- 
teem and  resjiect  in  which  he  is  held  throughout 
this  section,  in  which  he  has  so  prominently  figured 
in  a business  capacity.  He  is  the  master  of  his 
profession.  His  long  connection  and  varied  ex- 
periences with  the  construction  of  all  manner  and 
kind  of  building,  and  the  need  to-day  of  skilled 
and  experienced  men  in  this  line,  has  made  for 
him  a new  calling,  that  as  an  appraiser  of  buildings 
and  adjuster  of  losses  by  fire,  in  which  line  of  work 
he  is  constantly  called.  His  office  is  at  No.  75 
Westminster  street.  In  the  midst  of  a most  active 
and  busy  life  Mr.  Batchelder  has  taken  time  oc- 
casionally to  perform  such  duties  of  citizenship  as 
always  fall  to  the  lot  of  some  men.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a Republican.  He  was  a member  from 
tlie  Eighth  ward  of  the  common  council  in  1885 
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and  1886,  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  From  1888  to  1893  he  was  a member 
of  the  common  council  from  the  Seventh  ward, 
and  did  a great  deal  of  hard  work  as  a member  of 
various  committees,  for  several  years  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  City  Property,  of  which 
he  served  as  chairman  the  last  four  years  of  this 
period.  In  1894  he  was  elected  commissioner  of 
the  North  Burying  Ground  and  served  one  year.  In 
1893  he  was  chosen  first  vice-president  of  the  Me- 
chanics and  Traders  Exchange,  and  he  represented 
the  Exchange  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  Build- 
ers held  at  Cleveland,  in  1892;  at  St.  Louis  in  1893; 
and  at  Boston  in  1894.  In  1895-96  he  served  as 
president  of  that  organization.  One  has  only  to 
read  between  the  lines  to  judge  of  the  worth  to  a 
community  of  such  a man  and  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held.  He  has  accumulated  a nice  com- 
petence, wholly  b)'  his  own  efforts. 

In  November,  1853,  Mr.  Batchelder  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Arnold  Turner,  who  was  born 
June  23,  1834,  in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Mowry)  Turner,  of  that  town. 
Sarah  ( Mowry j Turner  was  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  Roger  Mowry,  the  an- 
cestor of  the  family  in  Rhode  Island,  her  lineage 
being  traced  back  through  Joab  (her  father).  Job, 
Oliver,  Capt.  Joseph  and  Nathaniel  to  Roger.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Batchelder  have  one  daughter,  Sarah 
Alzada,  born  Jan.  ii,  1855,  who  was  married  May 
16,  1876,  to  Benjamin  Seabury,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Irene  Turner,  born  May  24,  1882.  Mr.  Sea- 
bury, who  is  a merchant  of  Providence,  was  born 
Feb.  17,  1853,  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I. 

Mr.  Batchelder  is  a member  of  the  Pomham, 
Central  and  Congregational  Clubs.  In  1884  he  and 
j\Irs.  Batchelder  united  with  the  Pilgrim  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  for  a number  of  years  Mr. 
Batchelder  has  been  chairman  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee. Mrs.  Batchelder  has  taken  a prominent 
part  in  the  ladies  societies  auxiliary  to  that  church. 

BROWNING.  (I)  Nathaniel  Browning,  pro- 
genitor of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, appears  first  of  I’ortsmouth,  afterward  re- 
moving to  Kingstown,  R.  I.  In  1632  he  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Freeborn, 
and  the  following  named  children  were  born  to  the 
union:  William,  Jane,  Sarah,  Jeremiah,  Hull, 

Hannah,  Jonathan  and  Daniel. 

(II)  Wdlliam  Browning,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Hannah  (Porter)  Wilbor,  and  his  second  wife 
was  named  Sarah.  He  had  these  children  : Sam- 
uel, born  Feb.  10,  1688;  Hannah,  July  16,  1691; 
\\'illiam.  Sept.  29,  1693  ; Sarah,  April,  1695  ; John, 
IMarch  4,  1697  (married  Ann  Hazard)  ; and  Re- 
becca. 

(HI)  William  Browning  (2),  son  of  William, 
married  (first)  Dec.  7,  1721,  Alary  Freelove,  and 
had  one  son,  William,  born  Nov.  28,  1724.  He 


married  (second)  Aug.  5,  1728,  Mary  Wilkinson, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Wilkinson,  born 
July  14,  1731  (married  Susannah  Hazard)  ; John, 
horn  July  26,  1733  (married  Ann  Browning)  ; 
Mary,  born  June  10,  1735  (married  Thomas 
Browning)  ; Dinah,  born  Sept.  10,  1736;  Joseph 
(married  Alary  Champlin ) ; Ruth  (married  Jere- 
miah Browning)  ; and  Tabitha. 

(IV)  William  Browning  (3),  son  of  AA'illiam 
(2),  married  Elizabeth  Tripp,  and  had  one  son, 
Stei)hen. 

(V)  Stephen  Browning,  son  of  William  (3), 
was  horn  in  South  Kingstown,  but  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Charlestown,  on  a farm  which  he 
purchased  of  Judge  Edward  Perry.  He  married 
Bridget,  daughter  of  Abijah  Babcock,  and  she  died 
Alarch  6,  1831,  aged  sixty-four  years.  He  died 
Alarch  2,  1845,  both  were  buried  in  the  family 
burying  ground  on  the  homestead  farm,  which  \s 
now  owned  by  their  great-grandson,  Stephen  T. 
Browning,  of  Narragansett  Pier,  to  whom  it  has 
descended  in  an  unbroken  line,  he  being  the  fourth 
Stephen  to  own  it.  The  children  of  Stephen  and 
Bridget  (Babcock)  Browning  were:  Stephen 
married  Aliriam  B.  Watson ; John  B.  married  Han- 
nah Lewis  : Bridget  married  Joseph  Cross ; Dorcas 
married  William  Alumford ; Henry  K.  married 
Alercy  Alott,  and  had  two  children,  Eliston  D.  and 
Ann  Card ; Alary  married  Lodowick  Thurston ; 
Abijah  B.  married  Alartha  Browning,  and  had  a 
son  Abijah,  who  married  Hannah  Brown,  and  who 
was  the  builder  of  the  ‘‘Atlantic  House"  at  Narra- 
gansett Pier ; Eliza  married  George  Hazard  Brown- 
ing; Hannah  married  George  AA'atson  ; William  1). 
died  unmarried. 

(AT)  Stephen  Browning  (2),  son  of  Stephen, 
married  (first)  Aliriam  Babcock  AA’atson,  daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Susan  (Perry)  Watson,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Freeman  and  Alercy  (Hazard)  Perry. 
Airs.  Browning  died  Sept.  30,  1829,  aged  thirty-six 
years.  Air.  Browning  married  (second)  Lucy  L. 
Brown,  who  died  Nov.  27,  1857,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  He  lived  in  South  Kingstown  for 
nearly  fifty  years  on  the  Col.  John  Gardiner  farm 
near  South  Ferry,  and  died  there,  being  buried  in 
the  family  burying-ground  at  Charlestown.  His 
children,  all  born  to  his  first  wife,  were : Aliriam 
W.  married  Abijah  Knox,  of  Blandford,  Alass.  ; 
Susan  P.  married  Jeremiah  Hazard,  of  Jamestown  ; 
Stephen  Champlin  married  Alary  B.  Tefft,  of  North 
Kingstown;  Elisha  AAA  married  (first)  Susan  E. 
AA'atson  and  (second)  Alary  L.  Browning,  and  had 
two  sons,  Elisha  AAA  and  (Oscar ; George  AAA  mar- 
ried (first)  Susan  E.  Thurston  and  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Crippen ; Elizabeth  B.  married  Rowland  F. 
Gardiner;  and  Frances  C.  married  John  B.  Eddy. 

(VTI)  Stephen  Champlin  Browning,  son  of 
Stephen  (2),  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
April  2,  1817.  He  married  Jan.  it,  1847,  Mary 
Browning  Tefft,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Alary 
(Browning)  Tefft,  and  lived  all  of  his  married  life 
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on  the  homestead  farm  in  Cliarlestown,  where  he 
died  Nov.  30,  1892.  His  widow  died  at  Narragansett 
Pier,  Oct.  14.  1902,  and  both  are  buried  in 

Charlestown.  i\Ir.  Browning  was  very  prominent 
in  the  aft'airs  of  Charlestown,  serving  as  senator 
from  1866  to  1871  and  1877  to  1878  ; as  member  of 
the  town  council  from  1858  to  1868,  1872  to  1873, 
1875  1878,  1884  to  1885,  president  of  that  body 

from  1865  to  1868,  1872  to  1873  and  1875  to  1878; 
and  as  assessor  of  taxes  from  1858  to  i860,  1867  to 
1868,  1870  to  1871,  1873  to  1874,  1877  to  1878, 
1879  to  1883  and  1885  to  1892.  He  was  one  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  the  January  session,  1878,  to  erect  a 
tablet  in  the  Royal  Burying  Ground  on  Indian 
Burial  Hill  in  Charlestown.  Mr.  Browning’s  chil- 
dren were : iNIiriam  M'atson,  born  May  28,  1848, 
married  Jan.  8,  1873,  Esbon  Sanford  Taylor,  son 
of  Esbon  S.  and  Alary  (Perry)  Taylor,  and  to  this 
union  came  twins,  Aliriam  Elma  and  Alary  Edna, 
born  June  1,  1875,  the  former  of  whom  died  Aug. 
31,  1876;  Stephen  T.,  horn  June  8,  1852,  died  Sept. 
3.  1853;  Stephen  Tefft,  born  Aug.  13,  1854,  mar- 
ried Oct.  18,  1881,  Hannah  J.,  daughter  of  John 
H.  and  Abhy  A.  (Eaton)  Caswell,  and  one  child 
came  to  this  union,  Eleanor  Aliriam,  born  Alav  31, 
1884. 

(\TII)  Stephen  Tefft  Browning,  iiroprietor 
of  the  “Atlantic  House”  and  the  “Atwood  House”  at 
Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  was  horn  in  Charlestown, 
R.  I.,  Aug.  13,  1854.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Charlestown,  and  attended  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy  and  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Commercial 
College,  in  Providence.  In  1876  he  came  to  Nar- 
ragansett Pier,  and  for  a year  was  stationmaster 
at  the  depot,  in  1877  becoming  clerk  of  the  “At- 
lantic House,”  of  which  he  became  proprietor  in  the 
summer  of  1886.  This  house  was  built  by  Abijah 
Browning  during  the  winter  of  1866-67, 
opened  for  business  in  the  summer  of  1867,  being 
conducted  by  him  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  dur- 
ing the  season  of  1885.  “Uncle  ’Biah”  followed 
her  the  next  fall.  The  “Atlantic  House”  is  very 
centrally  located  on  Ocean  avenue,  being  easy  of 
access  from  the  railway  and  trolley  stations,  and  is 
located  far  enough  back  from  the  street  to  avoid  all 
dust  and  other  inconveniences,  while  there  is  noth- 
ing between  t.o  prevent  the  full  sweep  of  the  ocean 
breezes,  the  intervening  space  being  taken  up  by 
a large  lawn  which  affords  a fine  playground  for 
children.  From  the  broad  piazza,  which  extends 
the  entire  length  of  the  hotel,  an  uninterrupted  view 
of  the  ocean  and  the  headlands  of  Conanicut  Is- 
land is  afforded.  For  the  past  six  year.s-  Air.  Brown- 
ing has  also  been  proprietor  of  the  “Atwood 
House,”  which,  standing  next  door,  affords  the  same 
advantages.  These  two  hotels  have  accommoda- 
tions for  three  hundred  guests,  and  offer  superior 
advantages  for  families  desiring  a homelike  place 
in  which  to  enjoy  the  summer  months.  Narragan- 
sett Pier  is  justly  noted  as  one  of  the  most  de- 


sirable watering-places  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
its  location  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Rhode 
Island,  near  the  entrance  of  Narragansett  Bay  and 
opposite  the  entrance  to  Newport  Harbor,  afford- 
ing an  opportunity  for  viewing  the  greatest  variety 
of  marine  pictures  that  can  be  seen  anywhere  along 
the  coast.  Every  kind  of  vessel,  including  Uncle 
Sam's  squadrons,  palatial  steamers,  yachts,  etc., 
can  be  seen  passing  the  “Pier”  on  the  way  out  to 
sea  or  around  Point  Judith  into  Long  Island 
sound,  bound  for  tbe  metropolis.  The  refreshing 
breezes  from  the  ocean  make  the  place  delightfully 
cool,  and  the  bathing  beach,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  in  New  England,  aff'ords  at  all 
times  of  the  day  a bountiful  surf,  which  breaks 
upon  a smooth  sandy  bed.  Here  thousands  of 
bathers  enjoy  the  sport  daily  and  derive  a vigor 
that  only  salt  water  bathing  can  give. 

The  “Pier’’  possesses  many  natural  attractions, 
which  make  it  one  of  the  most  charming  resorts 
of  the  region.  The  landscape  is  beautiful,  and  the 
ma:cadam  highways  enable  one  to  enjoy  the  great 
variety  of  scenery  along  the  Ocean  road  and  over 
the  inland  drives  with  perfect  comfort.  The  golf 
and  polo  clubs  afford  ample  sport  for  the  lover  of 
outdoor  pastimes.  The  annual  polo  tournament 
takes  jilace  at  the  Point  Judith  Gountry  Club 
grounds  in  August. 

In  1900  Air.  Browning  installed  an  artificial 
ice  jilant  in  Narragansett  and  has  since  successfully 
conducted  it.  He  has  been  very  active  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  Narragansett  Pier. 
\\'hile  Narragansett  was  a part  of  South  Kings- 
town he  served  his  townsmen  as  senator  in  the 
State  Legislature  during  the  sessions  of  1890-91, 
1891-92  and  1892-93.  He  has  served  Narragansett 
as  a member  of  th^  town  council,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  nine  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Lodge,  Chapter,  Commandery  and  Shrine  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity. 

On  Oct.  18,  1881,  Air.  Browning  married  Han- 
nah J.,  daughter  of  the  late  John  H.  and  Abby  A. 
(Eaton)  Caswell,  the  former  one  of  the  early  hotel- 
keepers  at  Narragansett  Pier.  One  child,  Eleanor 
Aliriam,  was  born  to  this  union  Alay  31,  1884.  The 
record  of  Airs.  Browning’s  ancestry  is  as  follows : 

(I)  Job  Caswell  was  noted  as  a freeman  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1727.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  wife,  Lydia,  died  in 
December,  176)0,  aged  fifty-five  years.  He  died  in 
November,  1774. 

(II)  John  Caswell,  son  of  Job,  born  in  Alarch, 
1742.  and  died  in  South  Kingstown  in  1779.  On 
Dec.  31,  1761,  he  married  Hannah  West,  born  in 
1740.  \vho  died  Aug.  3,  1775.  John  Caswell  lived 
at  Newport  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  taking  his  family  in  a small  boat  came  to  Nar- 
ragansett, landing  at  .what  is  now  known  as  the 
lower  pier. 

(III)  John  Caswell  was  born  in  176 — , and  died 
in  i8t2.  He  married  Alary  Tefft,  born  Feb.  4, 
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1772,  (laugliter  of  Ciardiiier  Tefft,  who  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  She  dietl  I'el).  9,  i8iy. 
Their  children  were : John  West,  Gardiner,  Reu- 
ben, Waity,  Mary  and  Hannah. 

(IV)  John  W'est  Caswell  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown,  Jan.  10,  L792,  and  died  July  30,  1867. 
In  1815  he  married  Hannah  Bush  Tefft,  born  in 
1797,  who  died  in  1852.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Hazard)  Tefft,  the  latter  a first 
cousin  of  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry.  To 
this  marriage  were  born;  (i)  Stephen  Tefft,  born 
July  27,  1816,  married  Susan  Kenyon,  and  they  had 
William  C.,  Susan,  Stephen  T.,  John,  Caleb  and 
Oliver.  (2)  Daniel  Tefft,  born  Dec.  6,  1819,  mar- 
ried Abby  Hazard  Tefft,  and  they  had  Daniel  A. 
and  Cleora.  (3)  Mary  Ann,  born  Feb.  29,  1824,  is 
not  married.  (4)  John  H.,  born  Feb.  24,  1826, 
married  Abby  .Ann  Eaton,  and  had  Hannah  J. 
(Mrs.  Stephen  T.  Browning)  and  William  S.  (5) 
William  Gardiner,  born  Feb.  ii,  1828,  married 
Sallie  Carpenter  Gardiner  and  had  W.  Herbert 
and  Addie  H.  ( 6)  Caroline  Amelia,  born  Aug.  2, 
1834,  married  Jeremiah  Slocum  Briggs.  (7) 
Thomas  Arnold  married  Clara  Watson. 

(V)  John  H.  Caswell,  son  of  John  West  and 
Hannah  B.  (Tefft)  Caswell,  was  born  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Feb.  24,  1826,  and  died  at  Nar- 
ragansett  I’ier  .April  3,  1904.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  South  Kingstown  schools  and  lived 
on  the  farm  with  his  father  for  a number  of  years. 
He  later  carried  on  farming  with  his  brother,  Dan- 
iel T.  Caswell,  until  in  September,  1853,  in  com- 
pany with  another  brother,  William  G.  Caswell,  he 
opened  a dry  goods  and  grocery  store  at  Kingston 
Hill,  and  bought  sheep,  lambs  and  calves  for  the 
Providence  market.  Subsequently  he  resumed 
farming,  taking  up  his  residence  on  the  Gen.  Silas 
Casey  farm  in  North  Kingstown.  Becoming  inter- 
ested in  town  affairs  he  served  on  the  North  Kings- 
town council  for  six  consecutive  years.  In  1866  he 
removed  to  Narragansett  Pier,  where  he  purchased 
five  acres  of  land  owned  by  Elisha  Watson,  for- 
merly part  of  the  Bentley  estate,  and  here  he  built 
a hotel,  at  first  of  only  twenty-nine  rooms.  Year 
by  year  he  increased  the  success  of  his  new  enter- 
prise, and  kept  enlarging  the  “Metatoxet  House” 
until  it  at  present  has  ninety-two  rooms  and  accom- 
modates nearly  two  hundred  guests.  Air.  Caswell 
was  the  last  of  the  old  hotel-keepers  at  the  Pier. 
He  was  always  a strong  Republican,  and  was  in- 
terested in  the  affairs  of  his  town  and  State.  He 
was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  South  Kings- 
town in  1882,  1883.  1886  and  1887,  and  after  the 
District  of  Narragansett  was  set  off  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  district  council.  He  was  also  for  four 
years  postmaster  at  Narragansett  Pier,  receiving 
his  appointment  from  President  AIcKinley. 

Air.  Caswell  married  .Abby  A.,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Eaton,  and  of  their  four  children  two  are  liv- 
ing : Hannah  J.,  wife  of  Stephen  T.  Browning,  and 
William  S.,  a resident  of  Narragansett. 


Air.  Caswell  was  senior  warden  of  St.  Peter’s- 
hy-the-Sea : a member  of  Hope  Lodge.  No.  25,  .A. 
h.  & .A.  Al.,  of  Wakefield;  Franklin  Chapter,  No. 
7,  Royal  Arch  Aiasons,  of  Hope  A’alley ; Washing- 
ton Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights  Templar,  of 
Newport;  and  Palestine  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Alys- 
tic  Shrine,  Providence. 

V ILLT.AAl  AI.  OWEN.  One  of  the  prosper- 
ous and  well  known  young  business  men  of  East 
Greenwich  is  William  AI.  Owen,  proprietor  of  a 
paint  and  wall  paper  store  on  Main  street. 

The  progenitor  of  this  family  was  Samuel  Owen, 
who  was  born  in  W'ales  in  1651.  He  and  his  wife, 
Priscilla  Belcher,  with  their  son,  Josiah,  came  to 
America  about  1685.  Like  most  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, his  object  in  leaving  his  native  land  was  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  while  his 
regular  calling  was  agriculture.  He  settled  first 
in  Alassachusetts,  but  finding  that  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  was  then  the  most  independent  in 
the  matters  of  conscience  and  religious  opinion, 
he  finally  settled  in  that  part  of  Providence  now 
known  as  North  Providence,  and  not  far  from 
the  present  Pawtucket  Pike.  His  descendants  have 
been  an  industrious  and  respected  class  of  men, 
and  one  of  his  great-grandsons,  Daniel,  born  in 
1732,  was  in  after  life  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  genealogy  of  the  family  from  the  progenitor 
Samuel  follows. 

(I)  Samuel. 

(II)  Josiah  Owen  was  horn  in  1681. 

(HI)  The  third  generation  included  Thomas, 
born  in  1706;  and  Joseph,  born  in  1708. 

(I\')  The  sons  of  Thomas  (HI)  were: 
Solomon,  born  in  1731 ; and  Daniel,  in  1732.  The 
sons  of  Joseph  (HI)  were:  Joseph,  born  in 
1748;  Obadiah,  in  1750;  Josiah,  in  1756;  and 
Samuel,  in  1758. 

(V)  The  sons  of  Solomon  (I\’)  were: 
Thomas,  born  in  1757;  Solomon,  in  1759:  Benja- 
min, in  1761;  Oliver,  in  1763  ; and  William,  in 
1765.  The  sons  of  Daniel  (IV)  were:  .Asael. 
born  in  1757;  John,  in  1759;  Benjamin,  in  1762; 
Thomas,  in  1766;  Daniel,  in  1776:  and  Joseph,  in 
1778. 

(VI)  The  children  of  Thomas  (V)  (born  in 
1757)  were:  Brown,  born  in  1790;  ami  Sabin, 
in  1792.  The  children  of  Solomon  (\')  (born  in 
1759)  were:  Esten,  born  in  1783;  Lamton,  in 
1789;  Benjamin,  in  1794;  and  Solomon,  in  1796. 
The  children  of  Benjamin  (A")  (born  in  1761) 
were:  Silas,  born  in  1786;  and  Benjamin,  in  1800. 
The  children  of  Oliver  (A')  were:  Dexter,  born 
in  1800;  Charles,  in  1802;  William,  in  1804: 
George,  in  1805;  Christopher,  in  1808;  Smith,  in 
1809;  Eseck,  in  1811;  and  Ezekiel,  in  1813.  The 
children  of  Thomas  (V)  (born  in  1766)  were: 
Arnold,  born  in  1792;  Thomas,  in  1799;  Ova,  in 
1803;  and  Daniel,  in  1807.  The  children  of  Jo- 
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seph  (\’)  were:  Daniel,  born  in  1805;  Phil- 
ander, in  1809:  William  C.,  in  1811;  and  Joseph, 
in  1818. 

(\II)  The  sons  of  Lamton  (\T)  were: 
(feorge  L.,  horn  in  1815;  James,  in  1820;  Jula,  in 
1821";  and  Sahin,  in  1828.  The  sons  of  Benjamin 
(\T)  (horn  in  1794)  were:  Elisha,  horn  in  1822; 
ilerlKn-t,  in  1826;  Esten,  born  in  1826;  William 
A.,  in  1831;  Eseck,  in  1833;  Slieldon,  in  1835; 
John  B.  E.,  in  1835;  and  Benjamin,  in  1847.  Silas 
(\Tj  had  one  son,  David,  horn  in  1810.  The  chil- 
dren of  Benjamin  (VI)  (born  in  1800)  were: 
Ledoi  and  John,  twins,  horn  in  1834.  The  sons 
of  George  (\T)  were:  George,  horn  in  1840; 
Charles  D.,  in  1841  ; and  William  H.,  in  1846.  The 
sons  of  Smith  (\T)  were:  Smith,  horn  in  1848; 
and  John  W.,  in  1836.  Ezekiel  (VI)  had  one  son, 
Henry,  horn  in  1848.  The  sons  of  Arnold  (\T) 
were:  Ova,  horn  in  1818;  Brown,  in  1820; 
George,  in  1822;  Daniel,  in  1830;  and  Eseck,  in 
1832.  The  sons  of  Daniel  (\T)  were:  Sanford, 
horn  in  1838;  Oscar,  in  1842;  William,  in  1844; 
and  Milo,  in  1846.  Philander  (\T)  had  one  son, 
Clarence,  horn  in  1844. 

( )f  the  seventh  generation  William  A.  was  the 
father  of  William  M.  Owen,  and  a descendant 
through  Benjamin,  Solomon,  Solomon,  Thomas 
and  Josiah  from  the  original  ancestor,  Samuel. 
William  A.  ( )wen  was  l)orn  in  Scituate,  R.  1.. 
Oct.  9,  1831.  lie  attended  the  town  schools,  ac- 
quiring as  good  an  education  as  the  place  afforded. 
When  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  ohl  he 
moved  to  East  Greenwich  and  started  in  business 
for  himself,  dealing  in  paints  and  wall  paper,  and 
he  continued  in  this  line  till  the  close  of  his  life. 
Nothing  can  speak  more  highly  of  his  honesty 
than  to  say  that  he  conducted  a prosperous  busi- 
ness in  the  same  village  for  nearly  fifty  years  and 
had  the  complete  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
IMr.  Owen  was  a member  of  the  Kentish  Guards 
of  East  Greenwich,  and  in  his  political  affiliations 
was  a Democrat,  hut  he  had  little  time  or  at- 
tention to  spare  from  his  private  affairs  for  public 
life. 

The  marriage  of  William  A.  Owen  occurred 
in  1876,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  iMarv  Morris, 
daughter  of  David  IMorris,  of  East  Greenwich. 
The  children  Ijorn  to  them  were:  Bessie.  May  6, 
1877,  who  married  Arthur  Earnshaw ; Alice,  July 
T,  1878,  who  married  John  D.  Miner;  and  V'il- 
liam  M.  The  father  passed  away  Eeh.  24.  1905, 
and  was  interred  in  East  Greenwich. 

(\TII)  William  M.  Owen  was  horn  Nov.  17. 
1879.  public  school,  he  afterward 

took  a commercial  course  at  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy.  I'pon  leaving  school  he  entered  his 
father's  store.  Ijccoming  his  assistant  and.  after  his 
father's  death,  his  successor  in  the  business.  He 
is  a capable  and  progressive  young  man  and  his 
future  is  a promising  one. 

Mr.  Owen  was  married  Eeh.  12,  1902,  to  Miss 


Anna  Congdon,  daughter  of  Charles  Congdon,  of 
East  Greenwich.  One  daughter.  Reha,  was  born  to 
them.  Sept.  5,  1903. 

JOB  WORDELL,  in  his  lifetime  a venerable 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Tiverton,  was  a 
native  of  that  town,  horn  Dec.  27,  1820,  and  a 
worthy  representative  of  a name  that  has  been 
known  and  honored  in  New  England  some  two 
hundred  and  twenty  years.  The  earlier  genera- 
tions of  the  family  spelled  the  name  Wodell,  and 
both  spellings  are  common  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts. 

(I)  William  Wodell  was  of  Boston  as  early  as 
1637.  In  1643  lie  one  of  the  eleven  purchasers 
of  the  tract  of  land  called  .Shawomet  (AWrwick). 
He  had  a grant  of  land  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in 
1643,  ill  lii^t  same  year  he  was  taken  with 
others  before  the  court  at  Boston  charged  with 
heresy  and  sedition.  He  was  later  hanislied  from 
both  jNIassachusetts  and  Warwick.'  He  returned  to 
Portsmouth,  was  a freeman  in  1655  i Hter  was  com- 
missioner, and  for  many  years  between  1664  and 
1686  was  deputy.  He  died  in  1693.  The  (Chris- 
tian name  of  his  wife  was  Mary,  and  their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  in  November,  1640;  Gershom, 
July  14,  1642;  Sarah,  in  October,  1644;  Alice,  Feb. 
10,  1650;  and  Frances,  July  6,  1652. 

(II)  Gershom  Wodell,  horn  July  14,  1642,  mar- 
ried IMary  Tripp,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
( Paine)  Trip]),  and  theiy  were  residents  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.  Their  children  were : William,  horn 
in  1663;  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  Return,  Ger- 
shom, Sarah  and  Innocent. 

(III)  Gershom  Wodell  (2),  son  of  Gershom. 
married  Sarah,  horn  Feb.  3,  1670,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Joanna  (Slocum)  Mott,  and  they  re- 
sided in  Tiverton,  of  which  town  Mr.  Wodell  was 
an  inhabitant  at  its  formation  in  1692.  He  died 
Sept.  4,  1741.  Their  children  were:  William  (born 
June  13,  I702)_,  Gershom,  Elizabeth,  Ruth,  Pa- 
tience, Alice  and  Innocent. 

(I\")  Gershom  Wodell  (3),  son  of  Gershom 

(2) ,  married  Mary  , and  their  children  of 

Tiverton  town  record  were : Susannah,  born  Oct. 
25,  1743;  Gershom,  Jan.  15,  1745;  Mary,  Aug.  23, 
1747:  Sarah,  April  14,  1749;  and  Elizabeth,  Aug. 

30,  1750.  • 

(V)  Gershom  Wodell  (4),  son  of  Gershom 

(3) ,  born  Jan.  15,  1745,  made  his  home  on  the  line 
between  the  towns  of  Tiverton  and  Fall  River, 
IMass.,  where  he  owned  a farm  and  also  kept  a 
hotel,  being  one  of  the  best  known  hotel  men  in 
that  section  of  the  State.  He  was  well  known  for 
his  strict  integrity  and  for  his  intense  dislike  of 
any  form  of  dishonesty  in  others.  There  is  a tradi- 
tion in  the  family  to  the  effect  that  in  his  neighbor- 
hood was  a family  whose  trickery  and  dishonesty 
were  ])roverbial.  and  Mr.  Wodell  promised  his 
friends  and  neighbors  that  when  the  last  member 
of  that  family  had  left  the  neighborhood  he  would 


RHODE  ISLAND 


i9<S5  ■ 


give  an  ox-roast.  He  lived  to  see  tlie  day  when  in 
fulfillment  of  that  promise  he  gave  the  ox-roast — 
the  roasting  taking  three  days  and  giving  a feast 
to  all  the  people  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Wodell  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  always  ac- 
tive in  public  affairs.  He  died  at  his  homestead, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Ruth  Mott,  and  (second)  a Miss  Fox, 
and  he  was  the  father  of  twenty-two  children. 

(\'1)_  David  W’ordell,  son  of  Gershom  (4), 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  he  made  farming  his  life  occupation,  owning 
100  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  on  which 
he  resided,  and  there  his  death  occurred.  He  w'as 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Rebecca  Bray- 
ton,  daughter  of  Borden  Brayton,  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  who  was  on  guard  at  the 
capture  of  General  Prescott.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  children,  Thomas  and  Brayton  B.  He 
married  (second)  Innocent  Brayton,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  to  this  marriage  came  children  as 
follows:  David;  Innocent,  who  married  (first) 
Rodney  Durfee,  and  (second)  Isaac  Crapo ; Job; 
Borden ; Rachel,  wdio  married  Gilbert  Wordell ; 
Sarah  Ann,  who  died  young ; and  several  who 
died  in  infancy  or  in  youth. 

(VTl)  Job  W’ordell,  son  of  David  and  Innocent 
(Brayton)  W’ordell,  was  born  Dec.  27,  1820,  in 
the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.  While  yet  a youth  it 
was  his  lot  to  be  thrown  with  the  family  of  the  late 
Dr.  Samuel  West,  of  that  same  town,  as  a member 
of  the  household,  remaining  there  some  six  years. 
Under  the  training  he  here  received  there  was 
developed  in  him  a s])irit  of  self-reliance,  sclf-de- 
l)endence  and  that  independence  which  are  so  es- 
sential to  success  in  life,  traits  of  character  which 
made  a man  of  him.  On  leaving  Dr.  West  young 
Wordell  worked  on  farms  in  different  localities  and 
for  various  persons  until  1844,  when  he  began 
farming  for  himself  on  rented  land  in  the  town  of 
Tiverton,  a pursuit  he  energetically  followed  until 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  Galifornia,  which,  in  1849, 
allured  so  many  persons  of  our  land  to  the  new 
Eldorado,  he  among  them.  There  in  that  far-off" 
land  he  toiled  and  hoped  through  four  years,  min- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  in  this  he  met 
with  fair  success.  He,  too,  passed  some  little  time 
ill  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  Returning  to  the  East 
and  to  his  old  Rhode  Island  home  after  this  ex- 
lierience,  by  which  he  was  broadened  and  the  bet- 
ter equipped  for  the  mission  of  life,  he  was  con- 
tent to  marry  and  settle  down.  On  his  return  to 
Tiverton,  and  after  his  marriage,  he  was  for  five 
years  the  superintendent  and  keeper  of  the  Tiver- 
ton Town  Asylum,  and  in  such  capacity  proveil 
himself  most  capable  and  efficient.  At  the  close 
of  this  period  he  purchased  the  farm  upon  which 
he  afterward  lived  and  upon  which  he  passed  the 
evening  of  life  in  comfort. 

i\Ir.  Wordell  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  during  the  Civil  war  was  what  was 
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called  a War  Democrat,  giving  the  government 
during  that  trying  period  his  unstinted  support, 
and  he  was  liberal  of  his  means  in  aid  of  the  cause. 
His  early  religious  training  was  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  Unitarian  Church,  though  in  later  years  his 
sympathies  and  support  were  given  to  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  was  treasurer  for 
forty-two  years.  Having  managed  his  own  affairs 
successfully,  as  the  years  sped  on  through  life  he 
from  time  to  time  was  called  upon  by  his  fellow 
townsmen  to  the  holding  of  various  town  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  he  performed  with  that  exact- 
ness and  care  which  characterized  his  own  business 
affairs.  For  five  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
town  council,  for  several  years  a member  of  the 
board  of  assessors,  and  he  also  settled  up  a num- 
ber of  estates,  among  them  the  James  H.  Almy 
estate,  in  which  connection  he  handed  over  $20,000 
when  the  heirs  became  of  age.  IMr.  W’ordell  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton  IMutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  had 
been  its  treasurer  and  agent,  holding  that  office  until 
his  death,  as  well  as  being  a director,  and  he  never 
missed  a meeting  of  the  board.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  local  Grange,  as  are  his  son  and  his  wife. 
Although  in  his  eighty-seventh  year  Air.  WMrdelL 
continued  active  and  took  an  interest  in  the  home 
farm,  attending  himself  to  all  the  details  of  his 
business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Jan.  26,  1907.  He  was  kind  and  genial, 
and  like  his  grandfather  was  bitterly  opposed  to 
anything  that  savored  of  dishonesty. 

On  Oct.  6,  1853,  Mr.  W’ordell  was  married  to 
Lydia  Ann  Gray,  who  was  born  C)ct.  7,  1823, 
daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Gray,  of  Tiverton. 
As  was  her  husband  Mrs.  W’ordell  is  active  in  spite 
of  advancing  years,  and  she  personally  looks  after 
her  home.  In  1903  they  celebrated  their  Golden 
W edding.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  this  happy 
couple,  four  have  passed  away;  (i)  Lydia  Chase, 
born  Aug.  18,  1854,  was  a school  teacher  iu  Tiver- 
ton and  Little  Compton,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever 
Jan.  6,  1876.  (2)  Jane  Hooper,  born  April  24, 

1856,  became  the  second  wife  of  Henry  G.  Douglas, 
and  died  Aug.  10,  1891.  (3)  Aiacie  Deborah,  born 

Sept.  2,  1859,  married  Henry  G.  Douglas,  and  died 
Sept.  18,  1887,  after  which  Air.  Douglas  married 
her  sister  Jane  Hooper,  as  above  stated.  Three 
children  were  born  to  the  second  marriage,  Clara, 
Aiarion  and  Grover  J.  Douglas.  (4)  Job,  Jr.,  born 
Feb.  27,  1862,  died  of  tyi)hoid  fever  July  31,  1897, 
unmarried.  (5)  James  Gray,  born  Sept,  ii,  1803, 
is  now  operating  the  homestead,  and  has  succeeded 
his  father  as  director,  treasurer  and  agent  of  the 
Tiverton  and  Little  Compton  Alutual  I'ire  In- 
surance Company.  He  married  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Beckham,  of  Little  Compton,  daughter  of  John  P. 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (W’illiston)  I’eckham,  and 
to  this  union  has  been  born  one  son,  Everett  job. 

(\’H)  Bordex  W’ordell,  tbe  only  living 
brother  of  the  late  Job  W’ordell,  was  born  on  his 
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fatlier’s  farm  Jan.  6,  1823,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  for  a short  time.  He  then  went  with  his 
uncle  Godfrey  Cook,  a farmer  in  Tiverton,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood  and  worked  for  eighteen 
years.  From  there  he  went  to  Fair  Haven,  Mass., 
and  sailed  on  the  whaling  vessel  "Sharon”  under 
Capt.  Fenjamin  Clough,  for  a three-years  voyage 
in  the  Arctic  regions.  At  the  end  of  that  voyage 
he  began  menhaden  fishing  oft  the  coast,  a business 
he  followed  for  twelve  years,  eight  of  which  he  was 
captain  of  a vessel,  sailing  along  the  coast  from 
Maine  to  New  Jersey.  In  1850  he  bought  the 
West  Island,  Little  Compton,  from  Andrew  Sea- 
bury  and  Jeremiah  Bailey,  and  there  he  spent  five 
years,  carrying  on  fishing.  He  sold  out  to  Fall 
J'tiver  parties,  who  later  sold  it  to  New  York  sports- 
men and  there  is  now  to  be  seen  there  a costly 
club  house.  After  selling  this  island  he  bought 
from  the  Congregational  Society  of  Little  Compton 
a tract  of  140  acres  of  land,  near  what  is  known  as 
W indmill  Hill,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  engaged  in  cattle  dealing  and  general  farm- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  an  independent  Democrat. 
In  Little  Compton  he  married  Mary  B.  Beckham, 
who  was  born  in  Little  Compton,  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  James  I’eckham,  and  four  children 
blessed  this  union,  namely : John  \V.,  who  lives  in 
the  State  of  Washington;  Harriet  B.,  who  married 
W'illiam  Baldwin,  and  they  reside  in  Fall  River, 
Mass.;  Lafayette,  at  home;  Mary  ]\L,  who  married 
Emerson  Fuller  Ash,  a dairy  farmer  of  Tiverton. 
i\Irs.  Worded  died  in  March,  1891,  after  a short 
illness,  and  was  buried  in  the  Commons  cemetery 
at  Little  Compton. 

FRANK  CATRON  ANGELL,  one  of  tiie  well 
known,  leading  citizens  of  North  Providence,  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
State,  and  traces  his  ancestry  as  far  back  as  1618. 

(I)  Thomas  Angell,  born  in  1618,  was  the 
American  ancestor  of  the  Angell  family  of  Rhode 
Island.  As  an  apprentice  to  Roger  Williams  he 
came  to  this  country  with  that  gentleman  in  the 
ship  "Lion,”  in  1631,  landing  at  Boston.  Two 
months  later,  Thomas  and  his  employer  removed  to 
Salem,  where  their  relations  continued  until  1636, 
during  what  was  called  the  Period  of  the  Williams 
I’ersecution. 

When  Roger  Williams  was  banished  from  the 
Bay  Colony,  in  the  wdnter  of  1636,  he  left  friends 
liehind,  and  in  the  following  spring  he  was  joined 
by  five  companions,  among  whom  was  Thomas  An- 
gell, the  latter  of  whom  had  spent  the  winter 
months  with  him  at  Seekonk.  These  five  compan- 
ions and  Roger  Williams  composed  the  first  body 
of  settlers  at  Providence.  At  this  time  Thomas 
Angell  was  a minor,  and  thus  his  name  does  not 
appear  very  frequently  on  the  records  until  a later 
date.  On  Aug.  20,  1637,  o’’  ^ ^dtle  later,  the  com- 
pact to  form  a town  fellowship  was  signed,  Thomas 
Angell  being  one  of  the  signers.  He  was  one  who 


shared  in  the  celebrated  deed  made  by  Roger  Wil- 
liams. who  gave  a six-acre  house  lot  to  each  of  the 
settlers  with  him  at  that  time. 

Thomas  Angell  took  an  active  part  in  the  sub- 
sequent affairs  of  the  settlement,  being  elected  first, 
in  1652,  with  five  other  commissioners  from  Provi- 
dence, to  make  laws  for  the  Colony,  and  in  1653  he 
held  the  same  office  by  re-election.  In  1655  he  is 
reported  as  a farmer  and  constable ; he  held  the  of- 
fice of  constable  or  sergeant  for  many  years,  was 
town  clerk  from  1658  to  1675,  and  was  often  ap- 
pointed to  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  Prior  to 
his  death  he  became  a large  property  holder  and  he 
probably  reached  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  His 
will  was  proved  by  the  town  council  in  1694.  His 
widow,  Alice,  survived  him  about  one  year.  Their 
recorded  children  are:  John  married  Ruth  Field; 
Anphillis  married  Edward  Smith ; Mary  married 
Richard  Arnold ; Deborah  married  Steven  Sabeere ; 
Alice  married  Eleazer  Whipple;  James  married 
Abigail  Dexter;  Hope  died  unmarried;  and  Mar- 
garet married  Jonathan  Whipple. 

(11)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  born  in 
Providence,  in  ififiqfwas  married  to  Ruth,  daugh- 
ter of  W’illiam  Field.  He  was  admitted  a freeman 
of  the  town  of  Providence,  Oct.  16,  1670.  His  oc- 
cupation was  farming,  and  for  a peroid  he  culti- 
vated a tract  of  land  five  miles  from  Providence  in 
the  direction  of  Lime  Rock,  after,  which  he  removed 
to  Providence,  where  he  died  July  27,  1720.  His 
children  were : Thomas  married  Sarah  Brown ; 
John;  Daniel  married  Hannah  Winsor;  Flope  mar- 
ried Lydia  Olney ; and  James  married  Susannah 
W'dlkinson. 

(HI)  John  Angell  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Providence,  date  unknown,  as  is  also  the  name  of 
his  wife,  and  the  date  of  their  marriage.  He  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Johnston,  near  the  seven-mile 
line,  which  separates  that  town  from  Smithfield, 
and  he  was  voted  a freeman  at  Newport,  Oct.  26, 
1670.  He  died  in  1744.  His  children  were:  Ruth, 
who  married  Thomas  Owen ; Lydia,  who  married 
Nathan  Medberg;  Stephen,  who  married  Martha 
rilney;  Richard,  who  married  Abigail  Ross;  and 
Aln'aham. 

(IV)  Stephen  Angell,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
married  May  16,  1728,  to  Martha  Olney,  daughter 
of  Epenetus  and  Mary  (W’illiams)  Olney,  the  lat- 
ter a descendant  of  Roger  Williams.  Mr.  Angell 
lived  on  the  farm  cultivated  by  his  father  in  John- 
ston, was  a man  of  industry  and  enterprise,  was 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  held  a 
numher  of  the  offices.  He  died  in  January,  1772- 
His  children  were  as  follows:  Christopher,  Eze- 
kiel, Stephen,  Charles,  Sarah,  James,  John,  Daniel, 
William,  Gideon  and  Martha. 

(V)  lames  Angell,  son  of  Stephen,  born  April 
18.  1736,  'was  married  Feb.  T,  1760,  to  Amey  Day. 
born  Dec.  g,  T743.  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Ruth 
(Philmore)  Day!  James  Angell  located  on  a farm 
Iving  on  what  has  since  been  called  the  Mineral 
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S])rin”-  tiirn])ikc,  about  one-half  mile  cast  of  Ccn- 
tredale,  g-ivcn  to  him  and  his  wife  by  Mr.  Day, 
in  consideration  of  the  good-will  and  affection  he 
entertained  toward  them.  The  farm  at  that  time 
extended  west  to  the  \\'oonas(|uatucket  river.  Later 
in  life  Mr.  Angcll  and  wife  received  another 
farm  from  Mr.  Day,  who  was  proud  of  his  daugh- 
ter's children.  This  second  farm  was  situated  near  the 
river  in'  Johnston.  The  children  of  James  and 
Amey  Angell  were : Ruth  married  Stephen  Far- 
num  : Esek  married  Amey  Whipple,:  Emor  mar- 
ried Ruth  Sprague';  Asha  died  young;  Ezekiel  mar- 
ried Sarah  S])rague ; James  died  in  infancy;  John 
died  young;  llenjamin  married  Hannah  Paine,  ,md 
died  aged  twcnty-si.x  years ; James ; and  Nathaniel 
•married  (first)  Hannah  Paine,  and  (second)  Alcey 
Aldrich.  ^ 

(\^I)  James  ^Angell  (2),  son  of  James,  born 
Dec.  5,  1781,  was  reared  a farmer  hoy  in  North 
I’rovidence,  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter. 
Some  time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  by  ox- 
teams  to  near  Greenfield,  N.  Y.,  where  relatives 
had  previously  settled.  Later,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  North  Providence,  and  for  some  years 
conducted  a hotel  at  Fruit  Hill,  and  about  1823  he 
located  at  Centredale,  where  he  erected  the  hotel 
building  now  standing,  naming  it  the  “Center  Ho- 
tel." the  old  swinging  sign-board  of  the  time,  bear- 
ing the  name,  being  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
grandson,  Frank  C^ron  Angell,  of  Centredale. 
James  Angcll  condlicted  this  Hotel  for  a number 
of  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Nathaniel, 
who.  in  1848,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  James 
H.  James  Angell  died  Nov.  20,  1870.  In  his  po- 
litical faith  he  was  an  Andrew  Jackson  Democrat, 
was  a highly  esteemed  and  respected  citizen,  and  at 
one  time  represented  the  town  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. He  was  married  (first)  June  12,  1803,  to 
Lydia  Olney,  born  July  10,  1776,  daughter  of  Eli- 
sha Olney.  j\rrs.  Angell  died  Nov.  6,  1818,  the 
mother  of  these  children:  (i)  Elisha  O.,  born 
Aug.  26,  1805,  was  a well  known  citizen  of  North 
Providence,  a farmer  and  land  surveyor,  and  did 
a large  contracting  business.  He  married  Ruth 
Richardson,  and  their  two  children  were : Henry, 
who  went  to  California ; and  Helen,  who  married 
Hardin  S.  P)rown,  of  Providence.  (2)  Amanda, 
born  Aug.  13,  1807,  married  Dr.  Jarvis  J.  Smith, 
and  they  settled  at  Chcpachet,  where  she  resided 
until  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  when  she  re- 
moved to  Providence,  and  died  there  Oct.  21,  1885, 
leaving  one  child,  Louise,  who  married  Israel  Hop- 
kins, of  Providence,  and  had  a son,  Edmund  S. 
Hopkins,  now  an  attorney  at  Providence.  (3) 
Amy,  born  June  4,  1810,  died  Sept.  18,  1811.  (4) 

Nathaniel,  born  Dec.  18,  1812,  for  many  years  con- 
ducted the  hotel  at  Centredale.  and  died  March  9, 
1906.  He  married  Laura  Waterman,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Lydia  O.,  now  deceased,  who  married 
(first)  Charles  Eenner,  and  (second)  George  T. 
Batchelder,  of  Centredale.  (5)  Hannah  P.,  born 


April  23,  1814,  married  George  I'arnum,  removed 
to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  Dec.  13,  1839. 
(6)  Henry  J.  R.,  born  June  17,  1816,  was  a mer- 
chant at  Providence,  took  a leading  part  in  the 
city  s public  affairs,  served  as  a member  of  the 
common  council  of  the  First  ward  from  1850  to 
1861,  alderman  from  i86r  to  1863,  1864  to  1869, 
was  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen  from  1868 
to  1869,  and  died  Aug.  20,  1873;  married  Eliza 
Ann  Olney.  The  second  wife  of  James  Angell 
(2),  to  whom  he  was  wedded  June  13,  1819,  was 
Selinda  Ray,  born  March  24,  1792,  in  Cumberland, 
R.  1.  jMrs.  Angell  was  a graduate  of  the  seminary 
at  Wrentham,  Alass.,  and  previous  to  her  marriage 
taught  school  at  Fruit  Hill.  Her  death  occurred 
March  6,  1875.  The  two  children  of  this  marriage 
were;  James  Halsey,  born  May  10,  1822;  and 
Adeline  F.,  born  Nov.  25,  1827,  died  Aug.  20,  1847. 

(VH)  James  Halsey  Angell,  son  of  James, 
born  May  10,  1822,  at  Fruit  Hill,  in  North  Provi- 
dence, received  a good  common  school  education, 
and  started  into  business  life  as  an  accountant  at 
the  Allendale  IMills.  Later  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  Allendale,  which  he  continued  until 
the  summer  of  1848.  In  November  of  that  year 
he  succeeded  his  brother,  Nathaniel,  as  proprietor  of 
the  hotel  at  Centredale,  and  continued  there  until 
1858,  when  he  located  on  a farm  belonging  to  his 
father,  which  subsecpiently  became  his  property, 
and  he  continued  to  be  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  i, 
1890.  He  was  buried  in  the  North  Burying  Ground 
in  Providence.  He  was  a man  very  active  in  town 
affairs,  and*,  like  other  members  of  his  family,  at 
various  times  held  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Angell  was  a member  of 
Company  A,  Rhode  Island  State  Militia  (Reserves), 
but  was  not  called  out  for  service.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No.  32,  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  and  served  as  treasurer  from  1876  to  his  death, 
a period  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  active  in  the 
formation  of  the  Union  Free  Library  at  Centredale, 
which  was  established  in  1870,  and  he  served  as 
treasurer  many  years,  being  in  office  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Although  not  allied  with  any  religious 
denomination,  he  was  interested  in  religious  work, 
and  was  a liberal  contributor  to  all  moral  enter- 
prises. Possessing  a remarkably  strong  bass  voice, 
his  services  were  always  in  demand  in  the  church 
choirs  in  his  vicinity.  Like  his  ancestors  he  was  a 
man  of  substance  and  ability,  and  when  he  died  he 
was  much  missed  in  his  community. 

On  April  21,  1842,  Mr.  Angell  married  Sarah 
Angell  Capron,  born  June  23,  1824,  in  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Deborah  (Angell) 
Capron.  Mrs.  Angell  survived  her  husband  many 
-years,  passing  away  April  27,  1893,  leaving  two 
children:  George  F.  and  Frank  C. 

(VHI)  George  F.  Angell  was  born  Dec.  28, 
1842,  and  died  Aug.  18,  1894.  On  May  i,  1873. 
he  married  Sarah  Louise  Albertson,  daughter  of 
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Alexander  Henry  and  Lydia  West  (Cleveland)  Al- 
bertson. Hrs.  Angell  died  Dec.  30,  1900.  In  early 
life  Ceorge  F.  Angell  was  a bookkeeper  in  the  ein- 
plo\  of  tile  Allendale  Company,  but  later  went  into 
biusiness  in  the  clothing  line.  During  the  latter 
vears  of  his  life  he  lived  retired  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  his  death  took  place  at  the  homestead  at 
C'entredale. 

(\'III)  Frank  Capron  Angell  was  born  March 
1845.  at  .Vllendale,  in  the  town  of  North  Frovi- 
dence,'R.  I.,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 
])nblic  schools  of  his  native  towm.  When  eighteen 
vears  old  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  harness 
inaker  in  Centredale,  and  after  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship worked  as  a journeyman  for  thirteen 
years.  In  1877  he  emharked  in  business  for  himself 
at  Centredale,  occupying  the  building  opposite  his 
home,  which  he  stocked  with  the  largest  and  most 
complete  line  of  harness  goods  in  the  State.  He  built 
u])  a very  large  trade,  and  continued  there  until 
1891.  when  he  disposed  of  that  business,  having 
become  interested  in  real  estate,  owning  a great 
deal  of  valuable  land  at  Centredale,  and  having  the 
handling  of  a great  deal  more. 

In  ])ohtics  Mr.  Angell  is  a Republican,  and  in 
188s  he  was  ai)pointed  town  treasurer  to  till  out  the 
unexi)ired  term  of  William  H.  Angell,  and  in  the 
following  > car  was  elected  to  the  office,  in  which  he 
continued  until  i8(;7>  when  he  declined  anothei 
nomination.  He  served  for  a number  of  years  as 
a member  of  the  council  of  North  Frovidencc.  He 
is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town,  and 
no  man  stands  higher  in  those  (jualities  wdrich  con- 
stitute good  citizenshij).  His  ])uhlic  S])it'it  has  been 
shown  upon  many  occasions.  It  is  largely  due  to 
his  efforts  that  the  electric  railroad  was  built  and 
extended  to  Centredale.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  obtained  a charter  from  the  Rhode 
Island  Legi.slatnrc  to  establish  an  electric  ])lant  and 
equij)  a line.  He  was  also  a meml)er  of  a commis- 
sion of  five,  appointed  by  the  town,  to  arrange'  for 
the  introduction  of  a water  service  from  the  city  of 
Providence  to  Centredale.  Mr.  Angell’s  interest 
in  educational  matters  has  always  been  nianifest,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  active  supporters  of  the  move- 
ment which  changed  the  old  district  school  system 
to  that  of  the  ])resent.  In  1869,  with  two  other 
puhlic-s])iritcd  men.  he  originated  the  idea  of 
founding  a free  ])uhhc  library.  A charter  was  ob- 
tained from  the  State,  and  in  1870  the  Union  Free 
Fihrarv  of  Centredale  was  completed  and  IMr.  An- 
gell has  served  as  librarian  from  its  beginning.  In 
1890  he  donated  to  St.  Alban’s  Ejuscopal  Church  of 
Centredale  a most  desirable  site  for  the  new  church 
edifice,  which  was  completed  in  1900.  iMr.  Angell 
had  full  charge  of  its  construction  and  was  a very 
liberal  cnntri1)Utor  to  the  building  fund,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  a hcartv  supporter  of  all  the  church 
work.  He  was  confirmed  a member  of  the  E])is- 
co])al  Church  by  Bishop  McVickar.  June  3,  1898. 
and  he  has  served  as  warden  of  the  parish.  For  a 


number  of  years  he  has  been  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonry, was  made  a Master  Alason,  in  Temple 
Lodge,  of  Creenville,  in  1874,  from  which  lodge  he 
demitted  in  1876,  to  become  a charter  member  of 
Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No.  32.  In  the  latter  or- 
ganization he  has  taken  a very  active  part,  and  has 
served  as  secretary  from  its  first  meeting  to  the 
present  time.  In  1895  he  received  the  degree  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Scituate  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, and  was  appointed  on  the  committee  at  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  Masons,  held  in  Provi- 
dence, June  24,  1891. 

An  interesting  fact  is,  that  the  pedestal  on  the 
W.  Al.  station  in  Roger  Williams  Lodge  was  made 
from  a piece  of  the  historic  rock,  on  wdiich  Roger 
Wdlliams  is  suiiposed  to  have  landed  at  Providence.. 
This  stone  was  secured  through  the  efforts  of  Air. 
Augell,  who  had  it  dressed  in  proper  shape,  and 
presented  it  to  the  lodge,  wdiere  it  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated. In  addition.  Air.  Angell  is  connected  with 
various  other  societies,  social,  literary  and  musical. 
His  residence,  the  old  Angell  homestead,  contains  a 
fine  library  of  rare  gems  from  ancient  and  modern 
authors  and  is  adorned  with  various  collections. 
He  has  made  a study  of  the  local  history  of  Centre- 
dale  and  vicinity,  and  has  collected  a great  deal  of 
interesting  data,  which  his  friends  desire  him  to 
])ublish,  and  which,  if  he  does  so,  will  come  before 
the  world  as  “d'he  Annals  of  Centredale.”  Air. 
.Angell  is  a kind-hearted,  charitable,  generous  and 
hospitable  man,  one  whose  friends  are  legion. 

CHARLES  G.  BLOOAIER.  The  ancestor  (U' 
the  Bloomers  in  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange, 
N.  Y.,  and  of  the  family  of  Charles  G.  Bloomer,  of 
Pawtuxet,  R.  L,  was  M'illiam  Bloomer,  wdio  w'as 
horn  in  England,  April  ii,  1749.  He  came  to  this 
country  as  a soldier  in  the  English  army,  during 
the  struggle  for  independence  from  1776  to  1783, 
and  after  reaching  this  country  deserted  from  the 
British  army,  and  enlisted  and  fought  with  the 
Continental  troops.  Y illiam  Bloomer  was  a black- 
smith by  trade  at  or  near  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  spent  the  balance  of  his  days,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owning  a large  tract  of  land  in  that  vicinity. 
On  June  28,  1772,  he  married  his  wife  Rachel,  wdio 
was  born  Alarch  11,  1757.  Their  children  were: 
Alary,  born  Jan.  17,  1775;  Jobn,  June  20,  1778; 
Jacob,  Feb.  6,  1781  ; Abigail,  Alay  10,  1783;  Rachel, 
July  27,  1785;  Betliiah,  July  22,  1787;  and  Thomas,. 
June  24,  1795. 

Thomas  Bloomer,  son  of  M'illiam,  was  reared 
in  Hamburg,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  as  a young 
man  went  to  New  York  City.  In  1827  and  later  he 
operated  a woodyard  there,  and  also  owned  several 
packet  vessels,  engaging  in  trade  with  the  towns 
up  and  down  the  Hudson  river.  He  later  became 
out-door  steward  of  the  Bellevue  Alms  House,  a. 
position  in  which  he  served  for  many  years.  He 
was  active  in  i>ublic  matters,  and  served  officially 
in  many  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  being  in. 
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politics  a Jacksonian  Democrat.  He  was  a soldier 
of  the  War  of  1812.  Thomas  JUoomer  married 
Eliza  (iaffit,  born  in  New  York  City,  March  25, 
1797,  died  .Aiav  21,  1842.  They  had  these  children; 
John,  born  Oct.  28,  1815;  Jane.  Sept.  9,  1817  ; Wil- 
liam, Sept.  27,  1819;  Samuel,  Sept.  29,  1821; 

James,  Nov.  22,  1823;  Charles  G.,  June  6,  1827; 
Thomas,  Dec.  5.  1829;  Rachel,  Feb.  lO,  1832; 
Samuel,  Jan.  19,  1834;  and  John,  Feb.  29,  1836. 
I'or  his  second  wife  Thomas  Bloomer  married,  in 
1854,  Elizabeth  W'arner. 

Charles  Gaffit  JUoomer  was  born  on  DeBrosses 
street,  New  York  City.  He  received  his  education 
in  his  native  city,  and  attended  school  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  served  a three-years 
apprenticeship  to  the  jeweler's  trade  with  Thodol- 
phus  Melville,  on  I.ittle  Greene  street.  He  then 
became  a journeyman  and  followed  his  trade  in 
New  York  City,  and  in  1853  removed  to  WUckford, 
R.  I.,  working-  first  for  James  Fldred.  I^ater  Air. 
Bloomer  went  into  business  with  his  employer,  the 
firm  becoming  Fldred  & Co.  Air.  Bloomer  then 
Avent  into  partnership  with  a Air.  Alontgomery  in 
Providence,  the  firm  becoming  Alontgomery  & 
Bloomer,  and  this  continued  for  about  two  years, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Providence.  For  three 
or  four  years  he  had  a partnership  with  a Air. 
Chase,  and  he  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  alone.  He  later  built  a shop  in  Pawtuxet, 
R.  I.,  this  being  prior  to  1875.  In  1888  his  fac- 
tory was  burned  and  the  present  building  was  erec- 
ted, and  here  Air.  Bloomer  continued  the  manufac- 
ture of  jewelry  until  1893,  in  which  year  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  aluminum  goods,  continuing 
in  this  line  for  two  years.  In  1895  Air.  Bloomer 
turned  the  business  over  to  his  sons. 

Air.  Bloomer  has  always  been  very  fond  of 
yachting,  and  he  was  the  original  mover  and  in- 
stigator of  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club,  one  of  the 
best  known  in  New  England.  Air.  Bloomer,  John 
B.  Herreshofif  and  Air.  Patten  are  now  honorary 
members.  He  made  the  aluminum  sheaves  for  the 
“Defender.’’  Air.  Bloomer  was  rear  commodore 
of  the  yacht  club  for  years,  and  was  a member  of 
the  house  committee.  He  is  independent  in  poli- 
tics, but  in  national  matters  is  a Democrat.  He 
was  a representative  in  the  General  Assembly  for 
four  years,  and  a member  of  the  town  council  for 
six  or  eight  years.  He  has  always  been  a progres- 
sive man,  and  many  of  the  improvements  of  i’aw- 
tuxet.  such  as  gas  and  electric  lights,  are  due  to  his 
efforts.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  which 
built  the  stone  bridge  over  the  Pawtuxet,  his  name 
being  on  the  tablet.  He  is  a member  of  Harmon}’ 
Lodge,  of  Pawtuxet.  A.  F.  & A.  Al.  The  church 
of  the  family  is  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Chapel. 

Air.  Charles  Gaffit  Bloomer  married,  Jan.  ii, 
1849.  Aliss  Lillius  A.  b'isher.  daughter  of  William 
and  Alary  Elizabeth  ( Phillips)  Fisher,  of  New 
A'ork  City,  the  former  born  in  Glo.sgow,  Scotland, 
and  the  latter  in  Flalifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Four 


daughters  and  four  sons  have  been  bcjrn  to  this 
union,  as  follows:  William  W.  Bloomer;  Alary 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Lewis  A.  Greene;  Charles 
G.,  Jr.  ; Lillius  .\.  ; Jane  D. ; Alatilda  C. ; IMwin,  wlio 
died  young;  and  Frank  W.  Air.  llloomer  is  a self- 
made  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  having 
started  as  a poor  boy  and  worked  his  way  to  the 
top,  solely  through  his  own  tireless  energy,  his 
"stick-to-it-iveness,"  and  his  general  business  ability. 
He  is  very  highly  esteemed  in  Pawtuxet. 

Wii.Li.AM  W.  Bloo.mkr,  eldest  son  of  Charles 
G.,  was  schooled  in  Wickford  and  Providence,  where 
his  parents  had  removed,  and  took  a course  at  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  in  the  latter 
place.  He  left  school  when  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  went  into  his  father's  factory,  this  be- 
ing about  1868.  He  was  for  a time  on  the  road, 
and  in  the  New  York  City  office,  and,  on  the  dis- 
solution of  the  firm  of  Chase  & Bloomer,  received 
an  interest  in  the  business,  the  firm  continuing  as 
C.  G.  Bloomer  & Son  until  1895.  In  this  year  the 
name  was  changed  to  C.  G.  Bloomer's  Sons,  manu- 
facturers of  medium  grade  plated  and  gold  front 
goods.  William  W.  and  C.  G.  Bloomer. ' J r.,  are  the 
partners,  they  having  continued  together  to  the 
jjresent  time.  The  firm  was  one  of  tlie  first  to  use 
aluminum  in  the  manufacture  of  cooking  utensils. 
The  partnership  has  been  a very  successful  one. 

In  local  political  matters  Mr.  AA’illiam  W . 
Bloomer  is  independent.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  board  of  tax  assessors  for  two  years,  and  in 
this  capacity  has  served  faithfully  and  well.  He 
is  fraternally  connected  with  Harmony  Lodge,  of 
Pawtuxet.  Like  his  father  he  has  been  an  en- 
thusiastic yachtsman,  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Yacht  Club  for  some"  years,  and  served  on  the 
house  committee  for  some  time. 

Air.  William  W.  Bloomer  married  Aliss  Amelia 
N.  Smith,  daughter  of  William  L.  Smith,  of  Provi- 
dence, formerly  of  Johnston.  R.  1.  ( )ne  daughter, 

Bertha,  has  been  born  to  this  union. 

ROBERT  AIcIXTOSH  (deceased),  who  for 
a number  of  years  prior  to  his  death  was  one  of 
the  successful  masons  and  contractors  of  New- 
port, where  he  was  a most  respected  and  honored 
citizen,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  town  of 
I’ictou,  Alay  12,  1846.  He  was  a son  of  Y'illiam 
Alcintosh,  a Scotchman  by  birth,  who  after  coming 
to  Canada  settled  at  Pictou,  and  there  died  ad- 
vanced in  years. 

Robert  Alcintosh  was  sent  to  the  public  schools 
at  Pictou,  and  after  finishing  his  studies  learned 
the  trade  of  a mason.  Instead  of  following  his 
trade  in  Nova  Scotia  he  came  to  the  Lhiited  States 
and  secured  employment  in  Yantic,  Conn.,  on  the 
construction  of  the  Williams  mill,  under  John 
Bestwick,  who  had  the  contract.  He  remained 
there  about  a year  and  then  spent  two  and  a half 
years  in  Webster,  Alass.  In  1870  he  moved  to 
Newport,  where  for  a time  he  was  employed  by  a 
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INIr.  Irish,  but  he  soon  went  into  business  with 
the  late  Edwin  G.  Alger,  under  the  hrm  name 
of  i\IcIntosh  & Alger,  as  contracting  masons. 
From  the  very  beginning  they  met  with  success, 
and  became  established  as  one  of  the  leading  firms 
in  their  line  in  Newport,  with  a reputation  for 
specially  careful  and  conscientious  workmanship. 
They  held  the  contracts,  among  others,  for  the 
masonry  on  the  Lenthal  public  school  on  Spring 
street,  the  Casino  on  Bellevue  avenue,  and  St. 
Mary’s  (Roman  Catholic)  rectory. 

i\Ir.  jMcIntosh  chose  for  his  wife  Sarah  Ann, 
daughter  of  his  first  employer,  John  Bestwick,  and 
his  wife  Jane  (Dewist)  Bestwick.  Their  union 
was  solemnized  Oct.  25,  1866,  at  Yantic,  Conn., 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: (i)  Janet  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Tisdall, 

one  of  Newport’s  leading  business  men.  (2) 
Robert  H.  is  a mason,  having  learned  the  trade 
from  his  father.  He  married  Nellie  Gash,  of  New- 
port, and  they  have  three  children,  Harold,  Doro- 
thy and  Gertrude.  (3)  Lillian  married  Charles 
Hall,  of  Newport,  a musician,  and  they  have  four 
children,  LeRoy,  Alfred,  Joseph  and  Nettie. 

Many  of  the  fraternal  organizations  of  New- 
port claimed  Mr.  McIntosh  as  a member,  namely : 
St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; New- 
port Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; DeBlois  Council, 
No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  K.  T. ; and  Palestine  Temple,  Nohles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  the  last  body  being  of  Providence. 
He  was  also  a member  of  Newport  Lodge,  No. 
104,  B.  P.  O.  E. ; and  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No. 
12,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  political  matters  he  was  a 
strong  Republican.  Robert  JMcIntosh  was  a man 
possessed  of  many  fine  traits  of  character,  which 
won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew 
him,  and  very  general  regret  was  felt  when  his  un- 
timely death  occurred,  July  22,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  forty-three  years. 

AMOS  O.  FOSTER,  a successful  agricultur- 
ist of  the  town  of  Warwick,  residing  on  a fine  farm 
between  Apponaug  and  Centreville,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  Washington  county,  R. 
I.,  June  22,  1848,  and  is  a descendant  of  a sub- 
stantial pioneer  family. 

There  came  to  the  Narragansett  country  in  the 
early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  three  young 
men,  brothers,  John,  Thomas  and  Caleb  Foster, 
from — as  the  record  of  the  old  deed  still  extant 
says — “Salem,  in  the  government  of  (Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  1708-9.”  They  settled  in  what  was 
then  Westerly,  now  Richmond,  “Westerly  and 
Kingstown”  then  comprising  what  is  now  Wash- 
ington county.  John  lived  with  his  widowed 
mother,  probably,  on  this  his  first  purchase  of  100 
acres  of  land  in  a rectangular  plot,  as  stated  in 
the  deed  made  by  one  John  Hall,  the  price  paid 
being  “fourteen  pounds  in  current  silver  money.” 
Ilcre  he  soon  l)uilt  the  anticpie  and  heavily  tim- 


bered house,  still  standing  on  the  road  between 
Carolina  Mills  and  Woodville,  and  which  was  af- 
terward for  a time  occupied  and  long  owned  by  his 
grandson,  John  Foster  (3),  and  from  him  de- 
scended to  his  daughter,  Sarah  Sheffield,  who 
owned  it  down  to  about  1850,  when  it  passed  out 
of  the  family  after  a possession  of  some  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  years. 

(I)  The  first  John  Foster  married,  in  1724, 

Margery  Card,  and  their  children  of  Westerly 
town  record  were:  Card,  born  April  17,  1725; 
Mary,  April  20,  1726;  John,  Sept.  10,  1727;  Han- 
nah, (May  19,  1729;  Christopher,  July  5,  1731; 

Gideon,  Sept,  ii,  1734;  and  John,  Feb.  25,  1746. 

(II)  Card  Foster,  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Margery,  married  the  4th  of  8th  month,  1750, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Judith  JMumford,  of 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were : (Martha, 
born  8th  of  7th  month,  1751;  Judith,  born  6th  of 
nth  month,  (perhaps)  1753  (both  born  in  Rich- 
inond)  ; and  John,  born  i8th  of  8th  month,  1755. 
Of  these  the  daughters  died  when  young.  The 
son, 

(III)  John  Foster  (3),  born  i8th  of  8th 
month,  1755,  married  4th  of  4th  month,  1776, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Hoxsie, 
of  Richmond,  R.  I.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  reared  a family  of  seven  children,  two  of 
whom,  Ethan  and  Othniel,  had  each  a numerous 
family,  and  from  these  have  descended  those  of 
that  name  now  in  that  section,  excepting,  perhaps, 
some  scattered  individuals  of  much  later  arrival 
and  different  origin. 

John  Foster  (3)  inherited  a considerable  tract 
of  land  in  Richmond,  about  where  Wyoming  is 
now  situated,  and  during  the  Revolution  taxation 
became  so  heavy,  that  with  his  great  strength  and 
resolution  he  found  it  almost  impossible  to  raise 
sufficient  means  to  pay  his  taxes  and  military  fines, 
and  distraints,  for  he  was  a true  (Quaker,  and 
therefore  could  neither  fight,  train,  nor  voluntarily 
pay  fines  even  for  not  doing  so.  In  this  strait 
he  at  one  time  offered  all  his  estate  rent  free  ta 
any  one  who  would  occupy  it  and  pay  the  taxes, 
but  he  found  no  takers.  Soon  after  the  war  he 
found  purchasers  in  a company  of  men  who  bought 
the  larger  part  of  it  upon  the  stipulated  condi- 
tion that  the  payments  were  to  be  made  in  regular 
annual  installments  of  fixed  quantities  of  corn. 
Mr.  Foster  was  conspicuous  as  a pronounced, 
energetic  and  upright  man ; free  from  all  hy- 
pocrisy and  deceit  himself,  he  was  little  disposed 
to  be  tolerant  of  this  in  others,  but  otherwise  was 
mild  and  gentle  in  his  intercourse  among  men,  and 
very  affectionate  to  his  friends.  About  the  year 
1795  he  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  North  Ston- 
ington,  Conn.,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1818, 
when  he  returned  and  settled  near  the  water  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  suddenly  on 
27th  of  9th  month,  1825.  By  his  marriage  with 
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Ruth  Hoxsie,  who  died  ylh  day  of  9lh  month, 
1836,  aged  eighty-six  years  and  nine  months,  he 
had  children  as  follows : Sarah,  born  226.  day, 
3d  month,  1777;  Ethan,  15th  day,  8th  mo.,  1779 
(died  5th  day,  8th  mo.,  1838)  ; Othniel,  13th  day, 
6th  mo.,  1782;  Martha,  22d  day,  12th  mo.,  1785; 
Elizabeth,  i8th  day,  6th  mo.,  1788;  Judith,  ist  day, 
12  mo.,  1790;  John,  13th  day,  2d  mo.,  1793  (died 
3d  day,  nth  mo.,  1833). 

(iV)  Othniel  Eoster,  son  of  John  (3)  and 
Ruth,  born  13th  day,  6th  mo.,  1782,  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  married  loth  day,  nth  mo.,  1803,  Eunice 
Browning,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Malina  R. 
(Kenyon)  Browning,  and  their  children  were: 
Eunice,  born  26th  day,  nth  mo.,  1804  (died  31st 
day,  2d  mo.,  1808)  ; Sarah,  25th  day,  7th  mo., 
1807  (married  George  F.  Carr,  of  Jamestown)  ; 
Ruth  Anna,  14th  day,  2d  mo.,  1809  (married  Clark 
Crandall)  ; Jeremiah,  8th  day,  7th  mo.,  i8n  ; John 
B.,  30th  day,  3d  mo.,  1813;  Mary,  26th  day,  ist 
mo.,  1815  ( married  Ephraim  Collins,  of  Westerly)  ; 
George,  30th  day,  8th  mo.,.  1816;  Elizabeth,  15th 
day,  4th  mo.,  1818  (married  Christopher  Brown- 
ing) ; Stephen.  Hoxsie,  ist  day,  2d  mo.,  1820  (set- 
tled in  Illinois)  ; Lydia  Mitchell,  27th  day,  7th 
mo.,  1827  (widow  of  Thomas  I*.  Nichols,  and 
living  in  Westerly,  R.  I.)  ; and  Dorcas  (married 
Peter  Browning,  and  died  in  South  Kingstown). 

Othniel  Foster,  father  of  the  above  mentioned 
family,  passed  his  earlier  years  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  but  later  in  life  he  moved  to  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  where  he  bought  the  Green  Hill  farm, 
a tract  of  300  acres  of  land.  He  became  one  of  the 
largest  land  owners  and  was  successful  in  his 
undertakings.  He  died  loth  mo.,  1866,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Friends’  cemetery  near  Perry ville. 
He  was  an  elder  in  the  Friends  IMeeting. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Foster,  son  of  Othniel,  was 
born  on  the  farm  in  South  Kingstown,  8th  day, 
7th  mo.,  1811,  and  he  received  a good  education 
in  the  local  schools  and  in  the  Friends’  School, 
Providence.  While  still  in  his  teens  he  taught 
school  in  South  Kingstown.  In  his  young  man- 
hood he  rented  the  homestead,  which  he  operated 
two  years,  when  he  moved  to  another  farm,  which 
he  operated  until  1850,  and  in  the  4th  month  of 
that  year  went  to  Kent  county,  locating  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  first  on  a farm  of  no  acres 
near  Barton’s  Corner,  where  he  remained  until  1864, 
and  then  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  John 
H.  Kenyon.  He  made  many  improvements  on  the 
old  Kenyon  place,  and  bought  other  land  until 
he  had  200  acres,  including  woodland.  He  be- 
gan dairying  and  cattle  raising,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings.  He  died  on  the  farm 
the  24th  dav,  loth  mo..  1885,  and  was  buried  on 
the  farm.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  Friends  ]\Ieet- 
ing  in  South  Kingstown,  attending  the  monthly 
meeting  there  and  Yearly  Meeting  at  Newport.^ 
He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but  like  others  of 
his  religious  faith  not  active  in  party  work.  He 


married  1st  day.  loth  mo.,  1844,  at  Coventry,  R. 
1.,  h'riends  .Meeting,  IMialma  Ruth  Kenyon,  born 
at  llojikinton,  R.  I.,  28tb  day,  8th  mo.,  1818, 
daughter  of  John  H.  and  Ruth  A.  (Collins)  Ken- 
yon. Their  children  were:  George  J.,  born  2d 
day,  1st  mo.,  1846  (married  Lydia  B.  Browning, 
of  New  York  State,  and  resides  at  Normal,  111.)  ; 
Eunice  M.  (died  an  infant  on  8th  day,  6th  mo., 
1847);  Amos  Othniel,  22d  day,  6th  mo.,  1848; 
Mary  J.,  24th  day,  3d  mo.,  1851  (resides  at  h'ast 
Greenwich)  ; Lydia  (Maria,  loth  day,  iith  mo., 
1852  (died  of  diphtheria  loth  day,  8th  mo.,  1866)  ; 
John,  8th  day,  10th  mo.,  1854  (on  homestead)  ; 
Charles  Kenyon,  19th  day,  loth  mo.,  1856  (died  of 
diphtheria  nth  day,  8th  mo.,  1866),  and 
Annie  Ruth,  3d  day,  4th  mo.,  1861  (died  of 
diphtheria  12th  day,  8th  mo.,  1886).  The  three 
who  died  of  diphtheria  were  buried  the  same  day 
in  the  same  grave.  The  mother  died  19th  day, 
7th  mo.,  1881,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
plot  on  the  farm.  She  was  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends. 

(\T)  Amos  Othniel  Foster,  son  of  Jeremiah, 
born  22(1  day,  6th  mo.,  1848,  was  two  years  old  when 
his  father  moved  to  the  town  of  MMrwick,  Kent 
county,  and  he  attended  the  public  schools  in  that 
locality,  and  also  spent  one  term  at  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton’s Business  College,  Providence.  He  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  home  farm,  and  always  assisted 
in  the  work.  When  his  father  died  he  was  the 
sole  executor,  and  after  settling  up  the  estate  he, 
in  company  with  his  brother  John,  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  farm,  and  they 
have  since  been  engaged  in  farming,  dairying  and 
cattle  raising.  On  this  farm  is  one  of  the  best 
herds  of  'cattle  in  this  part  of  the  State,  principally 
Ayrshire  stock.  The  tract  of  120  acres  of  land, 
winch  is  devoted  to  general  farming,  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Amos  O.  Foster  is 
naturally  an  industrious  man,  and  he  jiossesses  the 
executive  ability  that  makes  his  work  tell  for  it- 
self. He  belongs  to  the  W’esterly  meeting  of 
Friends.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  On  20th 
day,  6th  mo.,  1904,  in  South  Kingstown,  he  was 
married  at  the  Browning  homestead  to  Emma 
Browning,  born  in  South  Kingstown,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  (Mary  E.  (Gardiner)  Browning. 

Browning.  The  Browning  family,  to  which 
(Mrs.  Foster  belongs,  is  descended  from  (I)  Nathan- 
iel Browning,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Rhode  Island, 
who  was  early  at  Portsmouth,  and  afterward  re- 
moved to  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  he  settled.  He 
married  Sarah  Freeborn,  born  1632,  daughter  of 
William  and  (Mary  Freeborn.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  children:  M’illiam,  Jane,  Sarah,  Jere- 
miah, Hannah,  Jonathan  and  Daniel. 

(H)  William  Browning,  son  of  Nathaniel, 
married  Rebecca  Y'ilbour,  daughter  of  Samuel  ami 
Hannah  (Porter)  Y’ilbour.  Their  children  were: 
Samuel,  born  loth  day,  2d  mo.,  1688;  Hannah, 
i6th  day,  7th  mo.,  1691  ; William,  29th  day,  9th 
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mo.,  1693;  Sarah,  9th  mo.,  1695;  John,  4th  day, 
3cl  mo..  1697;  and  Rebecca. 

(Ill)  John  Browning-,  horn  4th  day,  3d  mo., 
1697,  married  .\nn  Hazard,  21st  day,  4th  mo.,  1721. 
Tliey  were  the  jnirents  of  ten  children. 

(IV^)  Jereniiah  Browning,  second  son  of  John 
and  Ann,  married  14th  day,  5th  mo.,  1755.  Ruth 
Browning,  his  cousin,  daughter  of  \\'illiain 
Browning.  He  was  made  a freeman  at  South 
Kingstown  in  1744.  and  in  1756  removed  to  Block- 
Island,  where  he  owned  110  acres  of  land  for  which 
he  paid  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  old 
lender,  and  there  he  lived  four  years.  He  then 
moved  to  Stonington,  Conn.,  where  he  ])nrchased 
land  and  settled  down  to  farming.  He  died  there 
in  181  r.  and  his  wife  i)assed  away  loth  day,  9th 
mo..  1828.  Their  children  were:  Jeremiah,  horn 
7th  da_\.  9th  mo.,  1758;  Rnth,  4th  day,  9th  mo., 
I7t)3  (married  Robert  Mowry)  ; John.  22(1  day, 
7th  mo..  1777  (married  Lncy  Swan)  ; Eunice 
(married  Ifphraim  Browning)  ; and  Mary. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Browning,  born  7th  day,  (jth 
mo.,  1758,  married  Sarah  Mowry.  born  loth  (kn-. 
]oth  mo.,  1762.  Their  children  were:  Jcremiaii, 
horn  23d  day,  loth  mo.,  1783;  Eunice,  26th  day, 
7th  mo.,  1785;  Robert,  17th  day,  9th  mo.,  1788; 
Sarah.  29tii  day,  3d  mo.,  1791  ; Catharine,  21st 
da\-,  4th  mo.,  1793:  Peter  Yarnell,  7th  day,  5th 
mo..  1795;  Ann,  8th  day,  4th  mo.,  1797:  Hannah, 
2ist  day.  5th  mo.,  1799  (died  i8th  day,  ist  mo. 
1805,  and  is  buried  in  the  Friends  cemetery,  Hop- 
kinton). 

(\'lj  Robert  Browning,  son  of  Jeremiah,  born 
17th  day,  9th  mo..  1788,  married  Sarah  Cireenc, 
born  14th  da_\-,  1st  mo.,  1793. 

( X'”!  I ) Roliert  Browning  (2),  son  of  Robert 
and  Sarah,  married  Mary  A.  Reddy,  of  North 
Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

(\’Hf)  Robert  Browning  (3).  .son  of  Robert 
(2),  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  where  he  is 
now  engaged  in  farming,  near  Wakefield.  He 
there  married  iMarv  If.  ( iardiner,  and  their  children 
are  : Fmma.  who  married  Amos  ( ).  I'oster ; Rob- 
ert, of  .South  Kingstown  ; Thomas  W..  (leorge  R.. 
Edward  E.  H.,  and  Mary  .\.,  all  at  home;  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy. 

.METCALF.  The  fdetcalf  family  of  Cumber- 
land. one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  England, 
was  founded  in  .\merica  by  IMichacl  3Ietcalf,  born 
in  1586  at  Tatterford,  County  Norfolk,  where  he 
was  a weaver,  and  where  he  was  made  freeman  in 
1618.  He  married  Oct.  13.  1616,  in  Mkiynham. 
Sarah,  born  June  17.  1593,  and  they  came  to  New 
Ifngland  in  if)37,  on  account,  as  he  states,  of  re- 
ligious persecutions.  He  located  at  Dedham,  Mass., 
where  he  was  admitted  freeman  Julv  14,  1637. 
joined  the  Church  in  1639,  made  selectman 

in  1(141.  His  wife  Sarah  died  Nov.  30.  1644,  and  he 
married  (second)  .Aug.  13.  1645.  ^fary  Pidge,  a 
widow  of  Roxbury,  Mass.  He  died  Dec.  27,  1664. 


the  father  of  eleven  children,  all  born  in  Norwich, 
England. 

Michael  (Metcalf  (2),  son  of  (Michael,  was  born 
.Vug.  29,  1620,  and  married  .April  21.  1644.  Alary, 
daughter  of  John  I'airbanks.  Mr.  Metcalf  died  at 
Dedham,  Dec.  24.  1654,  the  father  of  five  children. 

Jonathan  Aletcalf,  son  of  Alichael  (2),  was  born 
at  Dedham,  Alass.,  Sept.  21,  1650,  and  married 
April  10,  1674,  Hannah  Kenric,  daughter  of  John, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children. 
The  father  died  Alay  27,  1727,  and  the  mother  Dec. 

23-  1731- 

Nathaniel  Aletcalf,  son  of  Jonathan  of  Ded- 
ham, born  .April  17.  or  22,  married  F.eb. 

13,  or  17,  1713.  Alary  Cray.  Fie  died  Alarch  15, 
1752.  His  children  were:  Alary,  Nathaniel,  Han- 
nah, Sarah,  Alargaret,  Al'ercy,  Ebenezer  and 
Lydia. 

Nathaniel  Aletcalf  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
born  .Ang.  29,  1718,  ami  married  Ruth  Whiting, 
born  Jan.  5,  1721,  at  .Attleboro,  Alass.  He  died 
.May  3,  1789.  the  father  of:  Nathaniel,  Ebenezer, 
.Michael,  Joel,  Jesse,  Samuel,  Lucy,  Catherine, 
Ruth,  Lucy  (2),  Sarah  and  Alolly. 

Ebenezer  Aletcalf,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2),  set- 
tled near  .Arnolds  Alills,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland, 
where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land  and  made 
farming  his  life  occupation.  He  died  Oct.  23,  1820. 
He  was  married  three  times,  his  first  wife  being 
.Asenath  Davis,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  and  Alary  (Smith)  Davis  (the 
latter  of  whom  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Razee). 
To  Air.  Aletcalf  and  his  first  wife  were  born  these 
children:  Liberty,  .Aug.  18,  1776;  Davis,  I'eb.  16, 
1778;  .Ammon,  Dec.  28,  1779;  Ebenezer,  Dec.  17, 
1781,  and  Joseph,  Oct.  27,  1783.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  Nov.  22,  1783.  and  Air.  Aletcalf 
marrie<l  (second)  July  3,  1787,  a Whipple,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Whipple,  born  Alay  29,  1788, 
who  died  Sept..  20,  1793.  The  mother  passed  away 
Oct.  II,  1795.  Air.  .Metcalfs  third  wife  was  .Abi- 
gail Dexter,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Dexter,  who 
married  Polly  Bishoj). 

Davis  Aletcalf,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  Feb.  16, 
1778.  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  spent  his  early 
youth  there  in  boat-building,  finding  a market  for 
his  product  at  Boston.  In  later  years  he  engaged 
in  farming,  owning  100  acres  of  land  near  Arnolds 
Alills.  on  which  he  built  a fine  residence  and  made 
other  improvements.  There  he  died,  and  was 
buried  in  the  F'riends  cemetery.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Society  of  F’riends,  and  was  a Whig  in  poli- 
tics. In  Cumberland,  he  married  Sarah  Newell, 
daughter  of  Jason  Newell,  and  their  children  were: 
Charles ; Welcome,  who  died  in  Cumberland  ; and 
Alary,  who  died  unmarried.  The  mother  died  on 
the  farm,  and  was  buried  in  the  same  cemetery  as 
her  hu.sband. 

Charles  Aletcalf.  son  of  Davis,  was  born  on 
the  farm  Dec.  10.  1803.  and  was  educated  in  the 
town  and  select  schools.  He  learned  the  machin- 
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ist's  trade  with  his  uncles,  Joseph  and  Ebenezer 
Metcalf,  and  was  engaged  with  them  in  the  inann- 
factnring  of  spinning  frames,  etc.,  at  Arnolds 
Mills,  making  that  business  his  life  occupation.  He 
died  Jan.  27,  1877,  of  heart  trouble,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Friends  cemetery.  He  was  associated  with 
the  Society  of  Friends,  attending  their  meetings, 
and  while  he  was  not  much  interested  in  politics 
he  was  a Republican  in  principle.  He  was  regarded 
as  an  excellent  business  man,  and  was  much  at- 
tached to  his  home.  He  never  rode  in  a railway 
train.  Mr.  Metcalf  married  Lydia  1>.  Smith,  born 
July  2,  1809,  and  their  children  were:  Horace, 
born  Oct.  19,  1828,  is  deceased,  and  his  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  Whipple,  resides  in 
Providence ; one  died  in  infancy ; Omar  was  born 
April  15,  1832;  Sarah,  born  July  18,  1834,.  is  tbe 
widow  of  Penjamin  Allen  Razee,  of  North  Attle- 
boro, Mass.;  Mary,  born  Aug.  ii,  1836,  is  the 
widow  of  Grantwell  Derry,  of  Providence ; Eunice, 
born  Nov.  7,  1844,  resides  in  Providence;  and 
Plenry  was  born  in  August,  1847. 

Omar  Metc.vlf,  son  of  Charles,  born  April  15. 
1832,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Cum- 
berland, the  Friends’  school  at  Providence,  and  a 
school  at  Reed's  h'erry,  N.  H.  He  then 

became  bookkeeper  for  the  late  Stafford 

Razee,  of  Providence,  there  spending  three 

years.  He  displayed  unusual  ability  in  busi- 

ness matters  and  assumed  charge  of  the  accounts 
of  i\lr.  Razee  without  instruction  or  preparation. 
So  perfect  was  his  system  that  he  could  at  any  time 
tell  the  exact  standing  of  the  extensive  affairs  of 
his  employer.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  on 
the  homestead  farm  with  his  brother,  Henry,  mak- 
ing his  home  in  P'lorida  during  the  winter  months. 
i\lr.  Metcalf  is  very  active  for  his  years,  has  always 
been  a man  of  industry  and  honesty,  and  is  greatly 
respected  in  his  community.  He  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 

Henry  Metcalf,  the  youngest  son  of  Charles, 
was  born  at  Arnolds  Mills,  in  August,  1847,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Cumberland.  He  has 
been  more  or  less  engaged  in  general  farming  all 
of  his  life,  and  has  also  engaged  in  stock  raising. 
He  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  farm. 
Mr.  Metcalf  married  Emily  A.  Carpenter,  born  at 
Adamsdale,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Cynthia 
(Cargill)  Carpenter,  and  there  were  two  children 
born  to  this  union:  Nellie  C.,  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Cumberland  and  the  I'riends’  school, 
i’rovidence,  who  taught  school  in  Cumberland  for 
some  time;  and  h'rank  Clifford.  Mr.  Metcalf  has 
been  a member  of  the  Cumherland  town  council,  and 
is  now  a police  officer  of  the  town.  He  is  independ- 
ent in  politics,  and  attends  the  Quaker  meeting.  He 
is  a member  and  at  present  master  of  Cumberland 
Grange,  No.  2,  of  which  his  wife,  daughter  and 
son  are  also  members ; and  of  the  Pomona  Grange. 

Frank  Clifford  IMetcalf,  son  of  Henry  IMetcalf, 
is  remaining  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  besides 


being  engaged  in  agricultural  ]nirsuits  is  filling 
the  position  of  su])erintendent  of  the  Peck  cemetery 
of  Cumberland.  He  is  a member  of  the  I’omona 
and  State  Grange,  and  of  the  P’oung  Peo])le’s 
Christian  Endeavor  Society,  and,  like  his  sister,  is 
religiously  connected  with  the  INlethodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  shares  his  father's  ])olitical  views. 

• 

CHARLES  E.  \\'ESTC()TT,  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Snow  & Westcott,  manufacturing 
jewelers  of  Providence,  and  a substantial  and  rep- 
resentative citizen  of  the  city,  is  a descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  of  the  family  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, the  lineage  in  outline  being  as  follows : 

(I)  Stukeley  Westcott  (or  Westcote). 

(II)  Jeremiah  Westcott,  son  of  Stukeley,  mar- 
ried Eleanor  England. 

(HI)  Josiah  Westcott,  son  of  Jeremiah,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Gardiner. 

(I\’)  Captain  Oliver  Westcott,  son  of  Josiah, 
married  Susannah  Wilkinson. 

(\')  Caleb  \\'estcott,  son  of  Captain  Oliver, 
married  Mrs.  Lydia  (Knowlton)  Porden,  widow' 
of  Gale  Borden. 

(VI)  Caleb  ^^’estcott  (2),  son  of  Caleb,  was 
born  Aug.  6,  1800,  in  Scituate,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  work,  remaining  on  the  home  farm  until  after 
he  became  of  age.  He  learned  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist, and  later  engaged  as  a manufacturer  of 
machinery  in  Scituate,  his  partner  being  Robert 
Brayton,  and  the  firm  name  Westcott  & Brayton. 
In  1850  he  located  at  Delavan,  Tazewell  county, 
111.,  in  wdiich  vicinity  some  of  his  relatives  and 
friends  had  settled,  but  in  1853  he  returned  to 
Providence,  and  followed  mechanical  w'ork  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  in  Providence  Jan.  7, 
1873.  He  was  a splendid  mechanic  and  as  a ma- 
chinist had  few  superiors.  He  became  a member 
of  the  Third  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  now  the 
Park  Street  Free  Baptist  Church,  was  a most 
active  member,  and  for  many  years  served  as  dea- 
con. On  Oct.  23,  1827,  Mr.  Westcott  married 
Hannah  Phillips,  born  June  i,  1807.  daughter  of 
John  and  Molly  (Irons)  Phillips,  and  slie  died 
Nov.  9,  1863,  both  she  and  her  husband  being- 
buried  in  the  North  Burying  Ground.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  William  Henry,  born  in  1828, 
died  in  infancy.  (2)  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  28, 
1830,  located  first  at  Delavan,  111.,  where  he  w'as 
engaged  at  farming,  and  later  removed  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  24.  190T.  He  married  Hannah 
Tyler,  a descendant  of  several  Rhode  Island  fami- 
lies, and  they  had  two  sons,  Charles  F.  and  James 
().,  both  residents  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (3)  Andrew 
E.,  born  Jan.  ii,  1833,  died  Jan.  8.  1842.  (4) 

Hannah  E.,  born  IMay  3,  1838.  died  April  12, 

1847.  (5)  Charles  Edwin  was  born  Aug.  13, 

1848. 

(\TI)  Charles  Edwin  Westcott,  son  of  Caleb 
(2),  was  born  in  Providence,  and  received  his 
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education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  in  1863,  he  became  a clerk  in 
the  Phenix  National  Bank,  remaining  there  until 
.September,  1868,  when  he  resigned  to  become  a 
bookkeeper  for  G.  & S.  Owen  & Co.,  manufacturing- 
jewelers.  On  Jan.  i,  1875,  admitted  a part- 

ner in  the  firm,  and  in  March,  1891,  after  the 
death  of  S.  Owen,  wJio  had  passed  away  in  1889, 
and  the  disposing  of  Mr.  G.  (hwen’s  interests  in 
the  business,  i\Ir.  M’estcott  and  the  remaining 
partner,  Mr.  James  P.  Snow,  formed  a partner- 
ship under  the  firm  name  of  .Snow  & Westcott, 
which  has  since  been  the  style  of  the  firm.  They 
manufacture  a line  of  solid  14K  gold  jewelry,  their 
establishment  being  the  oldest  in  the  city,  having 
been  established  by  G.  & S.  Owen  in  1834.  The 
firm  has  an  office  in  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y.,  and 
ranks  among  the  prosperous  and  substantial  houses 
of  the  city. 

iMr.  Westcott  was  married  April  27,  1870,  in 
Providence,  to  Ida  B.  .Stevens,  born  Sept.  17, 
1848,  daughter  of  Alvan  F.  and  Sarah  W.  (Bur- 
gess) Stevens,  and  she  died  Aug.  30,  1884,  the 
mother  of  two  sons : Ellery  Burgess,  born  Nov. 
17,  1873,  who  died  at  Asheville,  N.  C.,  June  i,  1892; 
and  Clinton  Stevens,  born  April  16,  1877.  Mr.  West- 
cott was  married  (second)  to  Genieve  S.  Gates, 
born  in  IMystic,  Conn.,  Aug.  12,  1857,  daughter  of 
Captain  Isaac  D.  and  Prudence  (Gallup)  Gates. 
Mr.  Westcott  is  a Republican  in  political  faith, 
but  takes  no  interest  in  i)olitics  beyond  the  casting 
of  his  ballot.  He  united  with  the  Fourth  Baptist 
Church  in  August,  1866,  and  in  March,  1879, 
transferred  his  membership  to  the  Cranston  Street 
Baptist  Church,  being  one  of  its  prominent  and 
leading  members.  Pie  was  elected  a deacon,  June 
13,  1901,  which  office  he  has  since  held.  Mrs. 
Westcott  is  also  a member  of  this  church,  and  Is 
active  in  church  matters,  and  the  auxiliary  so- 
cieties. 

(VlII)  Dr.  Clinton  Stevens  Westcott, 
son  of  Charles  Edwin,  was  born  in  Providence  and 
attended  the  grammar  schools,  then  spent  two  years 
at  the  New  York  Military  Academy  at  Cornwall 
on  the  Hudson,  and  was  graduated  from  Worcester 
Academy  in  1897.  Fie  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  that  year  at  the  College  of  Physicians  & 
Surgeons,  Columbia  College,  New  York,  and 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  1901. 
After  spending  one  and  one-half  years  at  the 
Rhode  Island  Flospital,  Dr.  Westcott  selected 
Providence  as  his  field  of  practice,  and  is  located  at 
No.  2169  Broad  street,  Pawtuxet.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  Medical  As.sociation,  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  .Society,  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the  Practitioners’  Club  of 
Providence.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cranston 
Street  Baptist  Church. 

ALENANDER  GILBERT,  a leading  citizen 
of  Woonsocket,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a funeral 


director  and  embalmer,  was  born  in  that  city  Sept. 
23,  1854,  son  of  Alexander  Gilbert,  .Sr. 

Alexander  Gilbert,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  and  was  but  seventeen  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  locating  at 
WMonsocket,  where  he  found  emjjloyment  with 
Stephen  Mason,  a soap  manufacturer.  There  he 
worked  for  four  years,  and  then  spent  five  years 
as  a salesman  for  Mr.  iMason.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  started  into  business  for  himself,  peddling 
tinware  in  and  around  Woonsocket.  Later  he 
owned  a tinware  and  hardware  store  on  what  is 
now  iMonument  Square,  and  there  he  continued  in 
business  until  his  death,  iMay  5,  1872,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  where  his  wife. 
Prudence  Proulx,  who  died  Dec.  4,  1871,  was 
also  buried.  Their  children  were : Joseph,  who 
resides  in  Providence ; Alexander ; Emma  J. ; Wil- 
liam H.,  who  resides  in  Woonsocket;  E.  Oscar; 
E.  E.  Rena  ; and  two  who  died  young. 

Alexander  Gilbert  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Woonsocket,  and  worked  in  the  store 
with  his  father.  On  reaching  his  sixteenth  year  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  late  Israel  B.  Phillips, 
who  at  that  time  conducted  an  undertaking  estab- 
lishment, and  here  spent  thirteen  years,  learning 
the  business  in  every  detail.  iMr.  Phillips  estab- 
lished the  business  now  conducted  by  i\Ir.  Gilbert. 
In  1883  he  was  for  a short  time  in  the  employ  of  J. 
G.  Smith  & Co.,  and  then  began  business  on  his 
own  account  on  iMain  street.  About  six  months  later 
he  formed  a partnership  with  Willard  W. 
Beaman,  now  of  Plymouth.  iMass.,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Gilbert  & Beaman,  and  after  one  and  one- 
half  years  this  became  Gilbert  & Wightman,  Mr. 
John  A.  C.  Wightman  being  i\Ir.  Gilbert’s  partner. 
This  business  was  conducted  until  1905,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  the  firm  since  1901  hav- 
ing a branch  at  Providence,  which  was  continued 
until  1906,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  firm  of 
Gilbert  & Drabble.  Since  the  dissolution  of  part- 
nership Mr.  Gilbert  has  continued  the  business 
alone,  on  the  exact  location  where  he  became 
identified  with  the  undertaking  business  in  1870. 
He  is  well  known  throughout  the  State,  and  is 
a member  of  the  L'ndertakers’  Association  of 
Rhode  Island,  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  that 
body.  His  religious  faith  is  that' of  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  ]\Ir.  Gil- 
bert is  a member  of  iMorning  Star  Lodge,  No. 
13,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  5 ; 
and  Woonsocket  Commandery,  K.  T.,  No.  24.  He 
is  also  a member  of  Woonsocket  Lodge,  No.  10, 
1.  O.  O.  E.,  and  Palestine  Encampment,  No.  3. 

On  Oct.  5,  1881,  ]\Ir.  Gilbert  was  married  to 
Harriet  E.  Phillips,  born  in  Johnston,  R.  L,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Israel  B.  and  Abby  G.  (Lapham) 
Phillips,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  five 
children  : Oscar  Bowen,  who  graduated  from  the 
high  school  of  Woonsocket,  later  taking  a medical 
course  at  Dartmouth  College  of  New  Hamp- 
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shire,  class  of  1908;  Leslie  Phillips,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  months ; Amy  Phillips,  who 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1903,  and  is  now 
a student  at  Wellesley  College,  class  of  1908 ; 
Chester  Alexander,  a graduate  of  the  Woonsocket 
high  school  in  1907;  and  Elsie  May,  at  the  same 
school,  class  of  1909. 

PHILLIPS.  The  Phillips  family  in  Rhode 
Island  is  descended  from 

(I)  Michael  Phillips,  wdio  was  of  Newport 
as  early  as  1668,  being  admitted  a freeman  that 
year.  His  wife  was  Barbara.  He  died  before 
1689,  and  she  after  1706.  She  married  (second) 
Edward  Inman.  IMr.  Phillips’  children  were; 
John,  William,  James,  Richard,  Joseph  and  Alice. 

(II)  Joseph  Phillips,  son  of  Michael,  married 
Elizabeth  Malavery,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth, and  they  were  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  ne 
died  Sept.  3,  1719.  Their  children  were:  John, 
Joseph,  David,  Daniel,  Elizabeth,  Phebe  and  Jere- 
miah. 

(III)  David  Phillips,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth, was  born  in  Providence,  R.  L,  and  there  on 
Sept.  29,  1727,  he  married  Ruth  Benson.  They 
made  their  home  in  Smithfield. 

(IV)  Joseph  Phillips,  son  of  David  and  Ruth, 
w’as  born  in  Smithfield,  wdiere  he  grew'  to  manhood. 
He  married  Dec.  7,  1755,  Sarah  Inman,  who  bore 
him  tw'o  children,  Ruth  and  Luke.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  Smithfield,  and  he  married  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  Sarah  Shippie,  Feb.  29,  1768.  To 
this  second  union  four  children  w'ere  born : Jo- 
seph, born  Feb.  7,  1773;  Thankful,  April  26, 
1775;  Mercy,  July  25,  1777;  and  Peregrine,  IMarch 
9,  1780. 

(V)  Luke  Phillips,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah, 
was  born  in  Smithfield.  He  moved  to  Gloccster, 
and  there  became  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land, 
to  which  he  devoted  his  active  years.  A vear  or 
two  before  his  death  he  W'ent  to  Slatersville,  and 
there  made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Sophia, 
until  his  death  in  1835.  He  w'as  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Bow'en  cemetery  at  "Clocester,  R.  I.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  on 
the  pension  rolls  of  1835.  He  w'as  a private  in 
militia  and  State  troops,  and  wdiile  his  first  pension 
was  not  received  until  Nov.  22,  1832,  it  had  l)een 
granted  March  4,  1831,  he  being  then  seventy- 
five  years  old.  On  May  28,  1781,  he  was  married 
by  Zebedee  Hopkins,  justice  of  the  peace,  to 
Martha  Bowen,  daughter  of  George  Bowen,  of 
Glocester.  Their  children  were : Nehemiah,  wdio 
died  in  New  York  State;  Nathan;  Judith,  w'ho 
died  unmarried ; Mercy,  who  married  John  Mc- 
Donald ; and  Sophia,  wdio  died  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
unmarried. 

(\T)  Nathan  Phillips,  son  of  Luke,  was  horn 
in  Glocester,  Nov.  23.  1787.  Farming  became  his 
occupation,  and  for  a time  he  w'as  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  a part  of  the  homestead,  but  after- 


ward moved  to  Foster,  thence  going  to  Scituate. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  spent  his  declining 
years  wdth  his  son  Israel  Bowen,  who  cared  for 
him  until  his  death  in  August,  1861,  at  Centre- 
dale,  R.  I.  Fie  was  a man  wddely  known  and 
highly  respected.  He  married  Amy  F'ord,  born 
June  24,  1790,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Olive 
(Irons)  Ford,  and  she  died  F'eb.  22.  1854.  They 
both  rest  in  the  Ford  cemetery  at  Foster.  Their 
children  were:  Otis,  deceased;  Nelson,  wdio  died 
in  1812;  Arnold,  one  of  the  “forty-niners”  to  Cali- 
fornia, wdio  died  in  San  F'rancisco;  Amy,  wdio 
married  Earl  Colvin,  of  Scituate ; Lewis,  wdio  died 
in  Providence;  Laura,  wddow  of  Squire  B.  Tucker, 
of  North  Scituate;  William,  who  died  aged  two 
years ; Israel  Bow'en ; and  Hollis,  w ho  resides  in 
Paw'tucket. 

(VII)  Israel  Bowen  Phillips,  son  of  Nathan, 
was  born  in  1822  on  tbe  old  homestead  in  Foster, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  Scitu- 
ate Academy.  He  early  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  wdiich  he  followed  for  several  years.  In 
1859,  wdth  others,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  carriages  in  Centredale,  R.  L,  and  later  in  the 
same  place  he  succeeded  Caleb  Waterman  in  the 
undertaking  business.  In  1870  he  removed  to 
Woonsocket,  wdiere  he  successfully  carried  on  the 
same  business  until  1883,  when  he  sold  out  to 
Messrs.  J.  G.  Smith  & Co.,  and  retired  from  active 
business.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Woonsocket,  and  there  died  Jan.  15,  1901.  He 
was  active  in  public  affairs,  a member  of  the  school 
committee  of  North  Providence,  and  for  some  two 
terms  w'as  a member  of  the  Woonsocket  town  coun- 
cil. All  who  knew  him  esteemed  him  for  his 
upright  living  and  for  his  kind  and  charitable 
nature. 

In  1849  Phillips  married  (first)  Harriet 
Peck,  daughter  of  Cyril  Peck,  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 
She  died  in  1855,  and  Mr.  Phillips  married  (sec- 
ond) in  1858  Abby  G.  Laphani,  daughter  of  Mowry 
Lapham,  of  Lincoln,  and  she  became  the  mother 
of  Harriet  F.,  wdfe  of  Alexander  Gilbert.  IMrs. 
Abby  G.  Phillips  died  May  28,  1893. 

ERNEST  ALLEN  MOWRY  is  a member  of  a 
family  well  represented  in  Burrillville,  especially 
by  Ahaz  Allen  Mowry  and  his  three  sons,  two  of 
whom  are  prominent  factors  in  the  industrial  life 
of  the  town,  being  the  proprietors  of  the  Oak  \'al- 
ley  Mills,  founded  by  their  maternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Ifennison  Nichols.  The  latter  was  long 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  D.  Nichols  & 
Sons,  of  whom  extended  mention  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Ahaz  Allen  Mowry  w'as  born  in  1834  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville,  son  of  Silas  and  Lucy  (Phib 
lips)  Mowry,  and  a descendant  of  Roger  Mowry, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  Silas 
Mowry,  a native  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  His  wdfe  was  born 
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in  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years. 

In  early  manhood  Ahaz  A.  ]\Iowry  became  con- 
nected with  the  Oak  X'alley  iNlills,  with  which  he 
was  identitied  for  thirty-four  years,  hecoming-  a 
valuable  factor  in  the  successful  conduct  of  the 
business.  For  thirty-one  years  he  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  hnishing  department,  and  by  his  efficient 
administration  of  the  duties  of  that  position  con- 
tributed not  a little  to  the  success  of  the  mills 
and  the  excellence  of  the  product.  At  one  time 
he  was  also  active  in  the  public  affairs  of  Burrill- 
ville,  twice  serving  on  the  town  council  and_  again 
as  member  of  the  school  committee.  He  has  the 
high  regard  of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  hav- 
ing for  many  years  given  evidence  of  the  sterling- 
qualities  that  go  to  make  a model  citizen.  He 
has  now  retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  and 
is  passing  the  twilight  of  a long  and  successful 
career  surrounded  by  children  and  grandchildren, 
in  comfortable  enjoyment.  In  1855  iMowrv 

married  Olive  Amanda  Nichols,  (laughter  of  Jo- 
seph D.  Nichols,  and  three  children  were  born  to 
them:  Ernest  Allen,  born  Aug.  30,  1857;  Ed- 
mond Eugene,  Dec.  10,  1859,  and  Herl)ert  Elmer, 
July  6,  1862.  The  mother  ])assed  awav  in  |ul\-, 
1890. 

Ernest  Allen  Mowry,  eldest  s(m  of  Ahaz 
and  Olive  A.  (Nichols)  i\Iowry,  was  horn  Aug. 
30.  1857,  town  of  Smitlffield,  at  the  Nichols 

homestead.  During  his  youth  he  attended  the 
district  schools,  was  graduated  from  the  grammar 
sch(X)l,  and  followed  with  a course  at  iMowry  and 
Cloff''s  English  and  Classical  School.  Providence, 
and  one  at  the  .Scholfield  Commercial  College.  He 
graduated  from  both  these  institutions,  from  the 
business  college  in  1876,  after  which  he  became 
the  bookkeeper  for  J.  D.  Nichols  & Sons,  at  Oak 
^ alley,  then  called  Nicholsville.  He  remained 
there  in  that  capacity  for  fifteen  years,  leaving  to 
embark  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Eorestdale,  R.  I., 
where  he  carried  on  a grocery  and  general  mer- 
chandise trade  for  seven  years.  During  that  time 
he  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  establishing 
a post  office  at  that  point,  and  he  served  as  first 
postmaster,  filling  that  incumbency  for  five  years. 

About  the  time  that  bicycles  approached  the 
height  of  their  ])opularity  Hr.  Hcwvry  followed  the 
business  in  H’oonsocket  for  four  years,  during  the 
S])ring  and  summer  months,  and  as  a .salesman  he 
had  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  successful 
ill  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  In  a single  season 
he  sold  more  than  thirty-three  thousand  dollars’ 
worth  of  bicycles  and  supplies.  Following  this, 
he  and  his  brother  Herbert  E.  leased  the  mill  prop- 
erty then  owned  by  the  heirs  of  J.  D.  Nichols, 
and  continued  the  manufacture  of  fancy  cassimeres 
and  woolen  yarns  under  the  firm  name  of  “Oak 
\'alley  Hills,  H.  E.  Howry,  proprietor.’’  They 
turn  out  an  excellent  product,  which  finds  reach’ 
sale  through  their  agents,  chief  among  whom  are 


James  Talcott  & Co.  and  Francis  Holmes  & Co., 
of  New  York.  The  Howry  brothers  are  in  tem- 
perament and  make-up  quite  like  their  grandfather 
and  uncles,  Herbert  E.  iMowry  being  of  a me- 
chanical inclination  and  exceedingly  proficient  in 
that  line,  while  Ernest  A.  (Howry  has  most  suc- 
cessfully manipulated  the  financial  affairs  and 
policy  of  the  concern. 

(\lr.  Howry  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union,  which  occurred  Feb.  19.  1878,  having  been 
to  Clara  I.  Arnold,  daughter  of  Henry  C.  Arnold, 
of  Providence.  She  died  Oct.  ii,  18(93,  mother 
of  the  following  named  children:  Haude  E.,  who 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Burrillville ; Leslie 
A.,  who  has  been  an  invalid  almost  from  birth ; 
Ahaz  A.,  a graduate  of  the  high  school,  of  the 
Woonsocket  business  college  and  of  Possell’s 
Textile  School,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ( 1(904),  and  now 
superintendent  and  designer  for  the  Oak  \’alley 
Hills  (he  married  Hiss  Hary  E.  Baker,  and  re- 
sides at  Pascoag,  R.  I.)  ; and  Ina  A.,  a graduate  of 
Pascoag  high  school  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Com- 
mercial College  of  Providence. 

On  Sejit.  17,  18(96,  (Mr.  (\lowry  married  Flora 
Belle  .Sinclare,  daughter  of  Edmond  Wallace  and 
Hope  (Cage)  Boynton,  the  former  of  (Maine  and 
the  latter  of  Dennis,  Cape  Cod.  Hrs.  (Howry’s 
mother  died  about  one  year  after  her  birth,  and  she 
was  adopted  into  the  family  of  Richard  S.  and 
( )ra  A.  ( Boynton)  Sinclare  (the  latter  her  father’s 
sister),  who  were  childless.  They  reared  her  as 
their  own.  She  was  educated  at  the  schools  of 
Woonsocket,  R.  1.,  and  finished  at  an  academy  ffjr 
the  study  of  languages.  (Mrs.  (Mowry  early  e.x- 
hihited  literarv  ability,  a promise  which  the  work 
of  her  later  years  has  fulfilled.  Her  writings  have 
had  wide  publicity  and  steady  pojuilarity.  For 
some  years  she  was  connected  with  the  Woonsocket 
new.si)apers.  and  her  articles  have  been  accepted 
by  various  high-class  literary  journals,  including 
the  best  magazines  and  woman’s  publications.  ( )f 
recent  vears.  however,  she  has  not  been  particu- 
larly active  in  journalistic  work. 

(Mr.  and  (NIrs.  Howry  have  had  one  child, 
Ernest  Newton  Sinclare.  born  Dec.  28,  1901.  (Mrs. 
(Mowry  and  the  eldest  daughter  are  active  members 
of  the  Episco])al  Church. 

(Mr.  (vlowrv  is  a Republican  in  political  prefer- 
ment. and  while  in  no  sense  a ])ohtician  has  served 
in  minor  official  capacities  in  his  locality  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Republican  town  committee.  He  is 
a thorough  business  man.  and  aside  from  a general 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community  has  shown 
no  inclination  for  jmblic  life.  He  is  a member  of 
Friendship  Lodge.  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  (M.,  of  Che- 
pachet,  and  retired  as  past  master  in  1906,  suc- 
ceeded h\-  his  brother.  Edmond  E.  (Mowry.  (Mr. 
(Mowrv  is  hosjutable  and  genial,  qualities  which  are 
also  characteristic  of  his  wife,  and  friends  and 
visitors  are  numerous  at  their  home,  where  they 
are  always  pleasantly  entertained.  As  a citizen  (Mr. 
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Mowry  ranks  among-  the  most  intelligent  ami  up- 
to-date  in  the  his  town,  and  he  is  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  every  enterprise  that  looks  to 
progress.  He  is  highly  regarded  in  every  relation 
of  life. 

DUNCAN  AlcLEAN,  one  of  Newport’s  repre- 
sentative citizens,  and  one  of  her  leading  contrac- 
tors and  builders,  was  born  Alarch  19,  1850,  in 
Argyll,  Scotland,  a son  of  Donald  and  Catherine 
(Crawford)  AlcLean. 

Donald  AlcLean  died  in  Scotland  in  1864, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  By  trade  a blacksmith, 
he  was  a good  workman  and  an  industrious  man. 
He  married  Catherine  Crawford,  who  died  in 
Scotland  in  1871,  aged  seventy-tw-o  }'ears.  Their 
children  were:  Duncan,  who  died  aged  twenty 
years ; Hugh,  a plater  in  the  ship-huilding  busi- 
ness, who  died  in  Scotland;  John,  wdio  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Hector,  who  was  a calker  and  riveter  and 
died  in  Scotland ; Margaret,  who  married  Duncan 
AlcLaughlin,  and  died  in  Scotland ; Alary,  wdio 
married  Daniel  Alelvin  and  lives  in  Scotland; 
James,  a farmer  in  Scotland;  Katherine,  who  mar- 
ried Alalcolm  Galbraith,  and  lives  in  Canada ; 
Donald,  who  died  in  Scotland,  he  also  being  a 
riveter  in  a ship-building  plant;  John,  who  was 
a plater  and  fitter  in  a similar  plant ; and  Duncan, 
the  eleventh  and  youngest  child. 

Duncan  AlcLean  left  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  and  then  served  his  time  as  carpenter  and 
joiner  for  five  years,  continuing  to  work  at  his 
trade  until  1873,  when  he  came  to  America,  sailing 
from  Glasgow  on  the  .Anchor  Line  steamer  "Vic- 
toria.” After  an  unusually  pleasant  voyage  of 
eleven  days  the  steamer  dropped  anchor  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  Alay  i,  1873.  Arriving  in 
America,  Air.  AlcLean  immediately  came  to  New- 
port, where  he  found  work  for  a year  w-ith  Au- 
gustus Kaull  and  for  another  year  with  George  C. 
Alason,  the  architect,  and  continued  to  work  at 
his  trade  until  1878.  Then  he  went  into  the  con- 
tracting business  with  William  Anderson,  the 
firm  becoming  Anderson  & AlcLean,  and  this  as- 
sociation continued  until  April,  1883,  when  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  John  Alason,  the  firm 
becoming  McLean  & Alason.  This  partnership 
continued  until  1900,  since  which  time  Air.  Alc- 
Lean has  been  engaged  in  the  building  business 
alone.  He  has  filled  many  large  contracts,  among 
these  being  the  building  of  the  Gornelius  Vander- 
bilt stables,  on  Coggeshall  avenue,  the  Gordon  Alc- 
Kay  addition  and  stables,  the  I.  Townsend  Burden 
stables,  the  Acpiidneck  National  Bank  building, 
and  many  others.  The  greater  number  of  his 
patrons  have  been  among  the  millionaire  class  of 
this  noted  city. 

Air.  AlcLean  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity, holding  membership  in  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  master; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  AI. ; DeBlois  Coun- 


cil, No.  5,  R.  & S.  AT,  of  which  he  is  j^ast  thrice 
illustrious  master ; Washington  Commandery,  No. 
4,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is  past  eminent  commander ; 
Palestine  Temple,  Alystic  Shrine,  of  Providence ; 
and  St.  John’s  Alutual  Beneficial  Association  of 
Newport,  being  a trustee  of  the  latter.  He  is  also 
a member  of  St.  Andrew's  .Society,  Scottish 
Clans,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  several 
years;  belongs  to  the  Builders  Association  of  New- 
l)ort,  of  which  he  is  treasurer ; and  is  a member  of 
the  Newport  County  Clul),  of  which  he  is  vice- 
president. 

In  political  sentiment  Air.  AlcLean  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  hoard 
of  commissioners  of  Long  Wharf,  having  been  aj)- 
pointed  by  Alayor  Boyle.  He  is  a jmominent  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Congregational  Church  and  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  Society's  committee. 

On  Alarch  8,  1871,  Air.  AlcLean  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Jane  Arthur,  daughter  of  William 
Arthur,  of  Scotland,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
children  as  follows:  Jessie,  born  in  Scotland,  mar- 
ried Robert  L.  Wilkey,  of  Newport,  a carpenter 
by  trade,  and  they  have  five  children  ; Kittie  died 
young;  Duncan  C.,  who  is  at  home,  unmarried, 
is  a carpenter  by  trade;  William,  also  at  home,  is 
a carpenter;  Alargaret  died  in  infancy;  John  R., 
a bookkeeper,  lives  at  home ; Jennie  died  in  1904, 
aged  eighteen  years;  Alarian  and  Arthur  are  still 
in  school. 

Air.  AlcLean  is  a man  of  genial,  generous  dis- 
position, one  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to  meet.  He 
has  many  business  acquaintances  and  a still  larger 
number  of  personal  friends  in  Newport. 

WESTCOTT.  The  lineage  of  the  Westcott 
family,  line  of  Thomas  Knowlton  Westcott,  is 
traced  from  (1)  Stukeley  Westcott  (or  Westcote), 
who  married  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
Rhode  Island. 

( H ) Jeremiah  Westcott  married  Eleanor  Eng- 
land. 

(HI)  Josiah  Westcott  married  Hannah 
Gardiner. 

( IV’)  Captain  Oliver  Westcott  married  Su- 
sannah Wilkinson. 

(\)  Caleb  Westcott  married  Airs.  Lydia 
(Knowlton)  Borden,  widow  of  Gale  Borden. 

(X’l)  Thomas  Knowltox  Westcott,  son  of 
Caleb,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  the  northwest 
])art  of  the  town  of  Scituate,  Ech.  24,  1787,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farmer  all  his  life. 
With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  years  spent  at 
South  Scituate,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a 
Ijrother,  he  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  farm  wdiere 
he  was  born,  and  there  he  died  July  5,  1852.  He 
was  a memher  of  the  Free  Will  Ba})tist  Church  in 
Scituate,  and  a very  regular  attendant  upon  its 
services.  He  was  a successful  farmer,  reared  a 
most  excellent  family,  and  so  lived  as  to  command 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
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married,  Oct.  26,  1817,  Lydia  W.  Steere,  born 
March  25,  1790,  daughter  of  Deacon  Asa  and 
j\Iary  (Irons)  Steere,  of  Glocester,  the  records  of 
the  Steere  family  l:)eing  found  elsewhere  in  this 
pnhlication.  Mrs.  Westcott  survived  her  hushaml 
until  April  5,  1880,  passing  away  at  her  home  in 
Scituate,  aged  ninety  years  retaining  her  fac- 
ulties to  an  unusual  degree.  The  remains  of  both 
herself  and  her  husband  lie  in  a private  yard  on  the 
farm.  Their  children  were : ( i ) Abhy  Steere, 

horn  Aug.  29,  1818.  was  educated  in  the  Smith- 
ville  Seminary  in  Scituate,  and  for  many  years 
was  a successful  school  teacher.  She  died  un- 
married Oct.  10,  1870.  (2)  Eliza,  born  July  5, 

1820,  died  Oct.  5,  1846.  She  married  John  Wilder, 
who  was  a carpenter  and  farmer,  and  resided  first 
in  Glocester  and  later  in  Scituate.  She  had  t\vo 
sons:  William  R.,  horn  Nov.  ii,  1843,  residing  in 
Johnston;  and  Frank  J.,  born  Feb.  4,  1845,  '^'ho 
enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  Acpiia  Creek, 
^'a.,  Jan.  26,  1863.  (3)  Charles  kl.,  horn  Aug.  7, 

1822,  married  Dec.  12,  1861,  Betsey  Ware.  lie 
was  a carpenter,  and  removed  to  Butler,  111.,  and 
there  died  March  9,  1889.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Thomas  Knowlton,  horn  Sept. 
20.  1862;  Eliza  Ware,  born  Jan.  14,  1864;  Lydia 
Electa,  horn  jnly  22,  1869;  and  Mary  Grace,  horn 
Sept.  6,  1872.  (4)  Mary  Ann,  horn  June  2,  1824, 

married  Nov.  27,  1851,  Dr.  Jacob  Butler  White. 
They  resided  for  some  years  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
later  removing  to  Butler,  111.  His  health  failing, 
they  returned  to  Scituate,  and  there  he  died  March 
8,  1869.  Mrs.  White  died  in  Providence  July  5, 
1901.  (5)  Asa  Augusta,  horn  Aug.  17,  1826,  mar- 

ried Nov.  5,  1850,  Elizabeth  Aldrich,  of  Scituate. 
He  was  a spindle  manufacturer  and  resided  at 
Hopedale,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  served  as 
deacon  for  a number  of  years  previous  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  January,  1905.  His  children 
were:  Augustus  W.,  born  Aug.  29,  1851,  resides 
at  Hopedale,  Mass.,  the  father  of  two  sons;  Wil- 
marth  A.,  born  Dec.  18,  1852,  resides  at  Hopedale, 
and  has  two  children ; Mary  A.,  born  Dec.  19, 
1856,  is  the  wife  of  George  Hopkins,  of  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  and  has  one  son ; Davicl  A.,  born  Oct.  6, 
1862,  resides  at  Hopedale,  and  has  one  son  ; Maria 
P.,  horn  April  7,  1866,  is  unmarried;  and  Frank 
T.,  horn  Aug.  6,  1868,  resides  at  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  has  two  children.  (6)  Lydia  Jane, 
horn  Nov.  23,  1828,  is  the  last  surviving  member 
of  the  family  of  Thomas  Knowlton  Westcott.  She 
received  her  education  at  Smithville  Seminary,  then 
presided  over  by  Hosea  Quimhy.  She  taught  school 
first  at  Chepachet,  and  later  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  her  sister,  Mrs.  White,  was  then  residing. 
The  last  of  her  teaching  was  in  her  native  town, 
Scituate.  After  the  death  of  her  mother  Miss 
Westcott  and  Mrs.  White  removed  from  the  home 
to  Providence,  where  she  has  since  resided,  her 


home  for  a number  of  years  past  being  on  Chapin 
avenue.  She  is  a member  of  the  Pilgrim  Congre- 
gational Church. 

JAIMES  THOMAS  CASWELL,  postmaster 
at  Narragansett  Pier,  R.  L,  was  horn  at  Peace 
Dale,  R.  L,  Dec.  27,  1862,  son  of  James  Dallas 
and  Annie  (Davidson)  Caswell,  and  is  a descend- 
ant in  the  sixth  generation  from  Job  Caswell. 

(I)  Job  Caswell  was  noted  as  a freeman  in 
Newport,  R.  L,  in  1727,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  wife,  Lydia,  died 
in  1760,  and  he  in  November,  1774. 

(II)  John  Caswell,  son  of  Job,  was  horn  in 
March,  1742,  and  died  in  South  Kingstown  in 
1779.  On  Dec.  31,  1761,  he  married  Hannah 
M'est,  who  was  born  in  1740  and  died  Aug.  3, 
1775.  He  lived  at  Newport  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  taking  his  family  in  a 
small  boat  came  across  to  Narragansett,  landing  at 
what  is  known  as  the  lower  pier. 

(III)  John  Caswell  (2),  son  of  John,  died  in 
1812.  Pie  married  Mary  Tefft,  horn  lAb.  4, 
1772,  who  died  Feb.  9,  1819,  daughter  of  Gardner 
Tefft,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

. (IV)  Gardner  Tefift  Caswell,  born  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  L,  resided  in  that  town  all  of  his 
life,  and  a lifelong  farmer.  In  political  faith  he 
was  a W'hig.  He  married  Mary  Stanton  Holley, 
and  to  them  was  horn  a family  of  eight  children, 
namely : Mary  Stanton,  Mrs.  William  G.  Gould ; 
Henry  A. ; Abhy  Ann,  who  married  Reliben 
Taylor;  Susan  Elizabeth,  who  married  George  A. 
Gould;  John  Gardner;  George  Arnold;  James 
LPallas ; and  Sarah  Kenyon,  who  married  John 
Morgan,  and  resides  in  South  Kingstown.  The  two 
last  named  are  the  only  survivors. 

(V)  James  Dallas  Caswell  was  horn  May  22, 
1842,  at  Peace  Dale,  and  when  a boy  began  his 
business  life  as  clerk  in  the  Peace  Dale  store, 
where  he  was  engaged  from  1865  to  1870.  Mean- 
time he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  evenings.  He 
began  a mercantile  business  in  1870  at  Narragan- 
sett Pier,  on  the  present  site  of  the  New  Casino. 
From  1875  to  1888  he  leased  the  John  N.  Hazard 
estate,  serving  as  postmaster  at  the  Pier  for  twen- 
ty-one years,  and  in  1888  he  purchased  the  “Dele- 
van  House,”  sold  a part  of  the  land  to  George  C. 
Robinson,  and  built  a new  business  block  on  the 
corner.  Of  late  years,  since  1892,  he  has  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business,  and  lor  seven  years  was 
the  superintendent  of  the  Providence,  Fall  River 
& Newport  Steamboat  Company.  In  1906  he  was 
made  chief  of  police  of  the  town  of  Narragansett. 
Mr.  Caswell  married  Annie  Davidson,  now  de- 
ceased, a native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  to  them 
were  born  children  as  follows : James  Thomas ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Benjamin  A.  Peabody; 
Agnes,  deceased;  Annie,  wbo  married  Fred  A. 
Harmon,  of  Taunton,  IVIass. ; Frank  Livingstone, 
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who  married  Teresa ; and  r\lary  Gardner. 

In  politics  Mr.  Caswell  is  a Republican.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  three  years  in  Company 
G,  /th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.  He  is  a member  of  Sedg- 
wick Rost,  G.  A.  R. ; Hope  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.; 
the  Knights  Templars,  and  Palestine  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  When  Narragansett  was  still  a 
district  Mr.  Caswell  represented  it  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1888-89. 

(VT)  James  Thomas  Caswell  spent  his  early 
school  days  at  Peace  Dale  and  Narragansett  Pier, 
later  attending  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College 
in  Providence.  From  early  boyhood  he  clerked  in 
his  father’s  store.  For  five  years  he  was  wdth  the 
firm  of  Watts  & Burns,  and  during  the  winter  sea- 
sons engaged  in  carpenter  work.  On  Nov.  16, 
1899^  Mr.  Caswell  succeeded  Frederick  Knowles 
as  assistant  postmaster  under  John  H.  Caswell, 
and  on  Feb.  20,  1903,  was  appointed  postmaster 
by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  Mr.  Caswell  has  served  the  town  as  a 
member  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee,  and 
trustee  of  the  public  schools,  and  while  Narragan- 
sett was  a district  he  served  as  assessor  of  taxes. 
He  is  a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

On  Nov.  17,  1886,  Mr.  Caswell  was  married  at 
Narragansett  Pier  to  Lola  \’erdel  Briggs,  daugh- 
ter of  Lemuel  A.  and  Mary  Adeline  Briggs,  and  to 
this  union  two  sons  have  been  born,  Walter  Tud- 
hope  and  Benjamin  Clarke. 

GEORGE  WALDO  PARROTT,  treasurer  of 
the  Hovey  Lumber  Company,  South  Main  street. 
Providence,  resides  in  North  Providence,  in  which 
town  he  has  been  honored  with  the  highest  public 
offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
is  a young  man  who  has  gained  a position  of 
prominence  and  substantiality  entirely  through  his 
individual  efforts. 

Mr.  Parrott  is  of  English  descent,  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Parrott,  having  been  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1790.  He  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1842,  and  located  at  Providence,  where  he  died 
June  8,  1854.  He  married  in  his  native  country 
Plannah  Smith,  who  was  born  July  10,  1797, 

daughter  of  David  Smith,  and  died  in  Providence, 
Oct.  14,  1855.  Two  children  were  born  to  them; 
Charles,  born  Nov.  16,  1828,  and  Charlotte,  born 
July  22,  1832.  The  latter  married  Capt.  Seth 
Hardin,  a sea  captain,  and  died  in  Providence, 
Sept.  I,  1855. 

Charles  Parrott,  father  of  George  Waldo,  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to 
this  eountry.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
and  became  a skilled  workman  in  his  line,  for  a 
number  of  years  being  employed  in  the  Burnside 
Rifle  Works,  doing  the  fine  work  on  the  small 
parts  of  the  product.  His  health  failing,  he  was 
compelled  to  seek  outdoor  employment,  and  so 
purchased  a farm  in  Rehoboth,  upon  which  he 
operated  until  his  death.  He  died  in  Providence, 


Sept.  8,  1875,  but  was  a resident  of  Rehoboth  at 
the  time,  and  was  buried  iu  the  North  burying 
ground.  Mr.  Parrott  was  married  to  Angenette 
F.  Briggs,  born  June  27,  1835,  in  Coventry,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Joseph  W.  and  Roby  R.  (Stone) 
Briggs,  and  a descendant  on  both  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  of  old  Rhode  Island  families.  Mrs. 
Parrott  subsequently  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
H.  Button  and  resided  in  Providenee,  where  she 
died  Nov.  3,  1893.  was  the  mother  of  one 

ehild,  George  Waldo. 

George  Waldo  Parrott  was  born  Oct.  4,  1868, 
in  Providence,  and  was  a small  boy  when  his 
father  died.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
Doyle  avenue  grammar  school,  and  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Business  College,  where  he  took  a special 
course  in  bookkeeping  and  penmanship.  After  his 
schooling  was  over  he  became  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Household  Sewing  Machine  Company, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years,  leaving  there  to 
become  bookkeeper  for  Fred  E.  Hovey,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  in  that  ca- 
pacity served  seven  years.  In  jMarch,  1896,  Mr. 
Hovey  disposed  of  his  business  to  i\Ir.  Parrott  and 
Herbert  E.  Barney,  and  the  firm  became  the  Hovey 
Lumber  Company.  In  May,  1904,  the  business 
was  incorporated  under  that  name,  Mr.  Parrott 
becoming  treasurer  of  the  company.  They  are 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  soft  lumber,  and 
have  a large  and  ever-increasing  trade.  Mr.  Par- 
rott is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Lumber  Deal- 
ers Association  of  Rhode  Island. 

Since  1897  Mr.  Parrott  has  been  a resident  of 
North  Providence,  eompleting  in  that  year  a 
handsome  residence  on  Fruit  Hill  avenue,  at  the 
junction  of  Smith  street.  During  his  compara- 
tively short  residence  here  Mr.  Parrott  has  taken 
an  exceedingly  prominent  part  in  the  aff'airs  of 
the  town,  being  foremost  in  any  movement  of  bene- 
fit to  the  community  and  ready  at  any  time  to 
assist  in  the  furtherance  thereof.  He  is  a stanch 
Republican  in  political  faith.  His  first  public  of- 
fice was  that  of  member  of  the  town  council,  and 
he  served  as  such  from  June,  1899,  to  November, 
1904,  and  was  president  of  that  body  from  No- 
vember, 1903,  to  November,  1904.  During  the 
years  1903-04  he  also  served  as  tax  assessor,  and  in 
1905  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Senate, 
serving  on  the  committee  on  Elections  and  the  joint 
eommittee  on  Public  Health.  During  his  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs  Mr.  Parrott  brought 
the  same  methods  into  use  as  characterized  the 
conduct  of  his  private  business,  and  the  result  was 
creditable  and  satisfactory. 

On  Sept.  6,  1892,  Mr.  George  ^^'aldo  Parrott 
and  Miss  Lillian  M.  Williams  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Parrott  was  born  in  Smithfield,  R.  I., 
April  23,  1873,  daughter  of  Sayles  A.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Reynolds)  Williams,  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  that  town.  The  Williams  family,  to  which 
]\Irs.  Parrott  belongs,  is  an  old  and  numerous  one 
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ill  'Menclon,  i\Iass..  and  vicinity.  One  child  has 
come  to  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Parrott,  Lillian  R.,  born 
June  27,  1893. 

Mr.  Parrott's  career  is  a good  illustration  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  through  persistence  and 
enterprise.  He  is  very  highly  esteemed  in  his  com- 
mimity,  and  his  honesty  and  integritv  have  never 
been  questioned. 

SISSOX.  The  Sisson  family  of  Rhode  Island, 
repre.sentatives  of  which  are  found  worthy  citizens 
of  Little  Comjiton,  has  long  been  planted  in  this 
State.  The  first  American  settler  of  the  name, 
'Richanl  Sisson,  came  hither  in  the  early  days  of 
the  Colon}',  and  was  made  a freeman  at  Ports- 
month  in  1653.  He  afterward  resided  at  Dart- 
month,  Mass.,  where  he  was  made  a freeman  in 
1655.  That  he  was  active  in  public  affairs  is  shown 
by  the  frequency  with  which  his  name  appears  in 
the  records.  At  one  time  he  owned  a considerable 
interest  in  Conanicnt  and  Dutch  Islands.  Porn  in 
1608,  he  died  in  1684.  The  Christian  name  of 
his  wife  was  Mary,  and  their  children  were; 
(ieorge,  iflizahcth,  James,  John,  Anne  and  Mary. 
Of  the  sons,  all  of  whom  married,  James  lived  in 
Dai't-month,  IMass. ; John  in  Newport,  R.  1. ; and 
(ieorge  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  which  was  the  home 
town  for  generations  of  the  Little  Compton  branch 
of  the  family  here  treated,  (ieorge  Sisson  married 
.Sarah  Lawton.  He  was  (jnite  jirominent  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  town,  serving  respectivelv  as 
constable,  member  of  the  grand  jury,  .several  years 
as  deputy,  and  also  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Lemuel  .Sisson,  of  the  Portsmouth  family, 
was  horn  in  Portsmouth,  R.  ].,  April  21,  1769,  and 
married  .Sept.  19,  1793,  .Susanna  Lake,  who  was 
born  A])ril  28,  1775,  in  Portsmonth,  daughter  of 
David  Lake.  In  1812  i\lr.  .Sisson  and  his  family 
removed  to  Newport,  and  in  1816  to  Sakonnet 
Point,  in  the  town  of  Idttlc  Compton.  Here  Mr. 
.Sisson  became  a tenant  of  the  Roach  estate,  at  the 
time  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  town  ; and  here  in 
this  picturesque  region  and  in  sight  of  the  old  ocean 
the  parents  reared  their  thirteen  children,  d'heir 
home  became  the  mecca  of  the  early  IMethodists. 
'Fhe  hrst  religions  services  held  in  the  town  by 
that  denomination  were  at  the  Lemuel  Sisson 
house,  in  1820.  preaching  by  the  Rev.  IMr.  Dor- 
chester. of  Portsmmith,  R.  f.,  once  in  two  weeks; 
and  it  was  here,  on  July  7,  1821,  Rev.  Daniel  W’ebh, 
of  New])ort,  jireached,  after  which  he  baptized  Job 
Sisson,  Lemuel  -.Sisson  and  wife,  and  his  son  John 
and  danghters  Mary  and  Anna,  and  also  Nlary 
Prownell,  who  later  became  the  wife  of  John  Sis- 
son. Rev.  .Mr.  W'ehb  then  organized  the  first 
.Methodist  cla>s  of  Little  Compton,  and  appointed 
Lemnel  .Sisson  as  class-leader.  A lot  for  a church 
was  purchased  of  .Sylvester  Prownell,  at  the  head 
of  what  is  now  called  "Aleeting  House  Lane,"  and 
on  this  lot  the  hrst  chnrch  w-as  bnilt  in  1825.  On 
his  heantifnl  and  historic  farm  Lemuel  Sisson  re- 


sided the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring 
in  1849.  This  farm  was  the  home  of  Col,  Thomas 
Chnrch,  and,  it  is  said,  had  previously  been  the 
property  of  his  grandfather.  Col.  Penjamin 
Chnrch,  the  noted  Indian  hghter,  the  conqueror  (ff 
King  Philip,  and  whose  fame  and  usefulness  were 
as  broad  as  New  England  ; in  the  general  histories 
of  the  New'  \\  orld  his  deeds  are  always  recognized. 
L'pon  this  farm  stood  for  many  years  before  and 
after  .1800  a large  mill  which  was  operated  by 
w ind  power,  and  which  was  probably  built  by  Wil- 
liam Roach,  To  Lemuel  .Sisson  and  his  wife  .Sus- 
anna (Lake)  were  born;  Mary,  Oct.  i,  1794; 
John,  Jan.  23,  1796;  Eleanor,  Nov.  25,  1797;  Anna, 
Feb.  26,  1799;  Joseph,  Feb.  12,  1801;  David,  Feb. 
14,  1803;  Lemnel,  .May  27,  1805;  Levi  W.,  March 
19,  1807;  .Susanna,  .March  10,  1809;  James  P., 
June  16,  1813;  Sarah  Jan.  4,  1815;  William 

H.  and  Harriet  P.,  twdns,  Jan.  19,  1818. 

John  Sisson,  son  of  Lemuel  and  Susanna 
(Lake)  Sisson,  born  Jan.  23.  1796,  moved  to  Little 
Compton  with  his  parents  in  1816,  and  there  grew' 
to  manhood.  He  engaged  in  farming  on  the  James 
Pailey  farm,  and  there  he  died  in  1879.  He  mar- 
ried Mar}'  Prownell,  wdio  also  died  on  the  farm  in 
Idttlc  Compton,  .\mong  their  children  was  a son, 
Ephraim  Pailey  .Sisson. 

Ephraim  Pailey  Sisson  was  born  in  Little 
Compton  Feb.  4,  1821,  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  what  was  known  as  the  James  L.  Pailey  farm. 
He  attended  the  neighboring  schools  and  as  the 
years  passed  by  learned  from  his  parents  such 
practical  lessons  as  their  judicious  lives  of  correct 
living  imspired.  He  furtliered  his  studies  by  at- 
tendance for  a time  at  a school  in  New  Pedford, 
Mass.,  and  in  time  was  jirepared  for  the  calling  of 
a school  teacher,  a vocation  he,  however,  followed 
but  a brief  time,  teaching  tw'ice  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  tow'ii.  Some  half  dozen  years  after  his 
marriage  he  and  his  wife  became  tenalits  of  the 
homestead  fanh,  and  conducted  its  operations  with 
that  wisdom,  energy  and  good  management  their 
early  training  jirepared  them  for.  Here  for  nearly 
sixty  years  their  lives  were  passed  as  good  neigh- 
bors and  citizens.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1879,  l^isson  inherited  the  Edmund  Prownell 
homestead  jiroperty,  and  thereafter  lived  upon  it. 
Like  his  father  beOre  him  IMr.  Sisson  had  no  lik- 
ing for  the  strife  attendant  upon  political  life  and 
uniformly  declined  to  be  a candidate  for  public 
office.  He  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  in  which 
line  he  was  eminently  practical  and  proficient.  His 
political  affiliations  were  with  the  Republican  jiarty, 
and  his  religious  connections  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  church  he  liberally  en- 
dowed at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  having  been  for 
manv  vears  class-leader  in  tbe  church  at  Little 
Compton.  He  was  a memher  and  had  been  chap- 
lain of  .Sakonnet  Lodge.  No.  39.  I.  ().  C).  F..  at 
Little  Compton.  He  also  filled  the  office  of  high 
])riest  in  the  encampment,  and  was  noble  grand. 
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His  death  occurred  Dec.  27,  lyoO,  and  lie  was 
buried  beside  bis  wife  in  the  New  cemetery  at  the 
Commons.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  be  married 
Harriet  E.,  daughter  of  Jediab  'Sbaw,  who  died 
June  8,  iyo2,  and  was  buried  in  the  New  cemetery 
at  tlie  Commons.  -For  bis  second  wife  be  mar- 
ried Eliza  R.  Robinson,  who  resides  in  New  Bed- 
ford, Hass.  He  left  no  issue. 

Joseph  Sisson,  son  of  Lemuel  and  Susanna 
(Lake)  Sisson,  was  born  Feb.  12,  1801,  in  Ports- 
mouth. He  accompanied  bis  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Little  Compton  in  1816,  and  in  the  local 
schools  accjuired  bis  education.  In  bis  young  man- 
hood be  bought  the  Edmund  Brownell  farm,  a 
tract  of  100  acres,  and  here  be  made  extensive  im- 
provements, in  1849  building  a fine  stone  barn. 
While  farming  was  bis  chief  occupation  be  also 
was  interested  in  stock  raising,  cbiefiy  sheep,  and 
met  with  much  success.  He  died  on  bis  farm  Oct. 
27,  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  was 
buried  in  the  New  cemetery  at  the  Commons.  He 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  AI.  E.  Church,  in 
which  be  held  the  office  of  trustee.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig.'  He  married  (first)  Patience  Wil- 
bour,  who  died  June  14,  1842,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  New  cemetery  at  the  Commons.  He  married 
(second)  Oct.  19,  1843,  Airs.  Harriet  Aden,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Daniel  Webb,  first  pastor  of  tbe  AI.  E. 
Church  at  Little  Compton,  and  widow  of  John 
Allen.  By  her  first  marriage  Airs.  Sisson  had  a 
daughter,  Susan,  who  married  Richmond  Brownell. 
To  Air.  and  Airs.  Sisson  was  born  one  child,  John, 
Oct.  23,  1846.  Airs.  Sisson  died  on  the  home  farm, 
and  was  buried  in  the  New  Bedford  cemetery, 
beside  her  first  husband. 

John  Sisson,  son  of  Joseph  Sisson,  was  born 
in  Little  Compton  Oct.  23,  1846.  His  education 
was  accjuired  in  the  schools  in  the  neighborhood 
of  his  home,  and  in  the  East  Greenwich  Academy. 
He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  rented 
his  uncle  David  Sisson’s  farm  at  Sakonnet  Point, 
and  there  he  farmed  for  four  years,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  and  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm,  so  continuing  until  his  father’s 
death.  He  inherited  the  farm,  and  on  it  has  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  winning  success  through 
his  industry  and  correct  habits.  Besides  farming 
he  was  for  several  years  in  the  meat  business  at 
Brighton,  Alass.  He  is  well  known  for  his  cheer- 
ful disposition,  and  is  verv  popular  with  every 
one  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  has  served  in  the  town  council 
four  years.  In  1868  he  married  Alary  Eudora 
Almy,  daughter  of  John  .S.  Almy,  record  of  the 
Almy  family  appearing  elsewhere  in  these  volumes. 
Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Sisson  attend  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Two  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  (i)  William  N.,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  cultivating  the  farm  which  he  inherited  from 
the  late  Ephraim  B.  Sisson,  married,  Nov.  4,  1899, 
126 


Aliss  Lydora  Louise  Peckham,  born  in  I>ittle 
Compton,  Sept.  2,  1872,  daughter  of  the  late  Al- 
bert Peckham.  They  have  one  chiUl,  Charlotte 
Peckham,  born  June  21,  1902.  (2)  Lydora  Almy 

married  June  15,  1904,  Erederick  Richmond 

Brownell,  a well-known  poultry  farmer  of  Little 
Compton,  and  has  two  children:  Frederick  Rich- 
mond, Jr.,  born  April  30,  1905;  and  Winthrop  Sis- 
son, July  19,  190(5. 

Levi  W.  Sisson,  son  of  Lemuel  and  Susanna 
( Lake)  Sisson,  born  Alarch  19,  1807,  Ports- 
mouth, R.  L,  married  Feb.  2,  1837,  Alary,  daughter 
of  Elnathan  Taber,  of  Fair  Haven,  Alass.  Air. 
Sisson  jiassed  his  youth  in  Newport  and  at  Sakon- 
net Point,  removing  with  the  father's  family  from 
Portsmouth  to  Newport  in  1812,  and  to  Sakonnet 
Point  in  i8r6.  His  father,  a farmer,  reared  his 
sons  to  the  same  vocation,  giving  them  such  school 
privileges  as  the  common  schools  of  the  time  and 
neighborhood  afforded.  Levi  W.  jiassed  his  boy- 
hood assisting  in  the  work  on  the  farm  and  attend- 
ing school.  The  year  after  his  marriage  he  leased 
the  home  farm,  and  from  that  time  on  through  life 
he  remained  practically  a farmer.  He  gave  his  at- 
tention to  the  home  farm  for  some  dozen  years, 
assuming  charge  of  it,  then  owing  to  failing  health 
he  abandoned  active  employment,  but  continued  his 
residence  upon  the  place  until  his  purchase  in  1853; 
of  the  property  which  lies  between  Quicksand  and 
Tunipus  ponds,  and  which  is  still  occupied  by  some 
of  the  family,  upon  which  he  lived  and  continued 
in  his  chosen  occupation  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Of  quiet  disposition,  retiring  in  his  nature.  Air. 
Sisson  had  no  taste  for  the  excitement  akin  to  po- 
litical life,  caring  nothing  at  all  for  public  office. 
He  was  a good  citizen  and  exercised  the  right  of 
franchise  with  interest  for  his  community  and  town, 
never  wavering  to  vote  for  what  measures  appealed 
to  his  judgment  as  for  the  good  of  the  people.  He 
was  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  held  through  life 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
To  Levi  W.  and  Alary  (Taber)  Sisson  came  chil- 
dren as  follows:  William  H.,  born  Dec.  24,  1837; 
Elizabeth  T.,  born  Alay  22,  1839,  who  died  Alarch 
30,  1885,  unmarried:  Rachel  D.,  born  Oct.  30,  1840, 
who  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  unmarried  : Alary 
F.,  born  Sept.  30,  1845.  who  died  .April  27,  1902, 
unmarried:  Lemuel,  born  Feb.  8,  1849;  Levi, 
born  Dec.  9,  1852,  unmarried. 

Levi  W.  Sisson  died  at  his  home  in  Little  Comp- 
ton Nov.  T,  1880.  On  this  occasion  a friend  paid 
the  following  tribute  to  his  memory:  “Air.  Sisson 
had  been  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episco])al 
Church  about  fifty  years.  He  will  be  remembered 
as  an  humble,  trustful,  consistent  Christian.  As  an 
office-bearer  in  the  church,  in  business  life,  in  his 
family,  under  all  circumstances,  he  exemplified  the 
religion  which  he  professed.  Air.  Sisson  had,  ever 
since  his  conversion,  taken  a deep  interest  in  the 
church : he  loved  her  doctrines  and  usages,  and 
enjoyed  with  a deep  relish  the  means  of  grace.  He 
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was  an  affectionate  husl)ancl  and  father,  a genial 
companion  and  a true  friend.  His  last  sickness, 
though  lingering  and  painful,  was  met  with  forti- 
tude and  with  a spirit  of  loving,  trustful  submis- 
sion to  the  will  of  (lod.  He  lived  well,  and  there- 
fore died  well.  A little  before  losing  conscious- 
ness he  said,  with  utmost  assurance,  ‘I  have  no 
fears  for  the  future.'  ” 

Lemuel  Sfssox,  son  of  Levi  \\’.,  was  born  on 
the  homestead  Feb.  8,  1849,  and  he  received  such 
education  as  was  afforded  by  the  district  schools. 
He  worked  on  the  homestead  with  his  father  and 
l)rothers.  and  since  the  father’s  death  he  and  his 
l)rother  Levi  have  been  operating  the  homestead 
and  are  engaged  in  general  farming  and  poultry 
raising.  Lemuel  Sisson  resides  in  a fine  frame 
dwelling  on  the  farm,  while  his  sister  and  brother 
Levi  occupy  the  old  home.  He  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  is  a devout  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Little  Comp- 
ton. In  the  latter  he  has  served  faithfully  and  de- 
votedly as  trustee,  steward,  Sunday-school  teacher 
and  stiperintendent.  He  is  of  cpiiet  and  industrious 
disposition,  and  he  is  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity. On  April  5,  1894,  he  married  Laura  F. 
Feckham,  born  at  \Vestport,  daughter  of  the  late 
-Albert  Peckham.  of  Little  Compton,  a record  of 
the  Peckham  family  being  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Sisson  have  been  born  the 
following  children : Levi  \V.,  born  Jan.  10,  1895, 
who  died  April  23.  1896:  Albert  Peckham,  born 
Feb.  ir,  1897:  Sidney,  born  Feb.  2,  1900;  Alice 
Teele,  born  March  10,  1902:  Ida  Alay,  born  Sept. 
30,  1904;  and  Thomas,  l)orn  Dec.  24.  1906. 

Levi  Sissox,  youngest  of  the  children  born  to 
the  late  Levi  Mb  Sisson,  was  born  Dec.  9,  1852,  on 
the  home  farm.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  schools  and  remained  at  home,  working  on  the 
farm.  As  stated  previously  he  and  his  brother 
Lemuel  are  engaged  in  general  farming,  stock  and 
poultry  raising  on  the  home  place.  Air.  Sisson  is  a 
<phet,  genial,  home-loving  man,  and  while  not  a 
strong  man  physically  he  has  always  been  a hard 
worker.  He  is  of  temperate  habits,  and  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  his  com- 
munity. In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  and 
his  sister  Rachel  D.  occupy  the  old  home.  Miss 
Sisson  is  a charming  woman,  of  refined  taste,  who 
has  many  warm  friends. 

ABRAHAM  LOCKWOOD,  who  is  no\v  living 
retired  after  many  years  of  successful  agricultural 
life  in  the  town  of  AVarwick.  where  he  was  born, 
and  where  he  reared  a family  that  reflects  credit 
on  the  name  they  bear  and  on  the  res])ective  com- 
munities in  which  they  reside,  was  born  Oct.  25, 
1831,  of  an  old  and  prominent  New  England 
family. 

(I)  Robert  Lockwood  came  from  England 
about  1630,  and  settled  in  AA’atertown,  Alass., 
where  six  of  his  ten  ch.ildren  were  born.  The 


Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Susanna.  He  re- 
moved to  Eairfield,  Conn.,  about  1646,  and  there 
he  died  in  1658.  He  was  made  a freeman  of  Con- 
necticut in  1652.  His  children  were:  Jonathan, 
Deborah,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Ephraim,  Gershom,  John, 
Abigail,  Sarah  and  Mary. 

(H)  Gershom  Lockwood,  born  Sept.  6,  1643, 
in  Watertown,  Alass.,  died  Alarch  12,  1718-19,  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.  He  removed  to  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  with  his  father  before  he  was  nine  years 
of  age.  He  became  the  principal  carpenter  and 
builder  in  the  town,  and  filled  many  offices  of  trust 
and  importance.  He  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven 
proprietors  of  Greenwich,  Conn.  He  married  Lady 
Ann  Alillington  from  England,  daughter  of  Lord 
Alillington.  She  came  to  New  England  in  pur- 
suit of  her  lover,  a British  army  officer.  Failing 
to  find  him  she  taught  school,  and  subsecpiently 
married. 

(HI)  Abraham  Lockwood,  son  of  Gershom 
and  Ann  (Alillington),  born  about  1670  at  Green- 
wich, Conn.,  was  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  as  early  as 
1706.  He  married  (first)  Sarah,  born  in  1673, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Deborah  (Stafford)  West- 
cott;  and  (second)  Priscilla,  widow  of  Jeremiah 
Crandall,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Gorton) 
Warner.  Air.  Lockwood,  as  stated,  was  an  in- 
haliitant  of  M'arwick,  as  early  as  1706,  Dec.  27th 
of  which  year  he  and  his  wife  Sarah  sold  prop- 
erty there.  , He  died  in  June,  1747.  His  wife 
Priscilla  passed  away  Feb.  24,  1750.  The  chil- 
dren of  Air.  Lockwood  and  his  wife  Sarah  were: 
-Abraham,  of  Providence  and  Scituate ; Amos, 
born  aliout  1695;  Adam,  of  Warwick;  Deborah; 
and  Sarah. 

(1\')  Adam  Lockwood,  son  of  Abraham  and 
Sarah  (Westcott),  married  Dec.  24,  1734,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Hannah  Straight,  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  1.  Their  children  were : Ann,  born 
Nov.  17,  1735;  Sarah,  Jan.  27,  1737;  Abraham, 
Aug.  27,  1738;  Hannah,  Alay  30,  1740;  Adam, 
Aug.  12,  1742;  Deborah,  Sept.  15,  1745;  Almy, 
Eel).  17,  1747;  Patience,  Alarch  20,  1749;  Adam, 
June  10,  1752;  Abraham,  Oct.  5,  1754;  and  Bena- 
jah,  Nov.  20,  1757. 

{V)  Benajah  Lockwood,  son  of  Adam  and 
Sarah  (Straight),  born  Nov.  20,  1757,  married 
Abby  MTbb.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, a private  in  1776  in  Colonel  Elliott’s  regi- 
ment. 

(AT)  Thomas  Lockwood,  son  of  Benajah, 
was  born  in  AA^arwick  in  1801.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  stone  mason,  and  became  a contractor  and 
builder,  doing  work  in  and  around  AAHrwick, 
Providence  and  other  sections,  and  in  his  younger 
days  worked  in  the  South,  principally  in  Savan- 
nah, Ga.  He  also  did  a great  deal  of  work  for 
the  Spragues  at  their  mills.  Air.  Lockwood  owned 
a tract  of  150  acres  of  land  in  Old  AA'arwick,  where 
he  made  his  home  and  died  in  middle  life,  in  1851. 
He  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  on  the  farm.  He 
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was  a member  of  the  I’.aptist  Church,  and  in  politics 
was  a Whig-.  i\[r.  Lockwood  married  Lucy  Ann 
Lockwood,  and  became  the  father  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren : Alary  AlacKeuzie,  who  married  Albert 
riiillips;  Thomas  IT;  lleuoni.  who  died  in  \\'ar- 
wick ; Ahhy,  who  married  (first)  John  11.  \\Taver, 
and  (second)  John  Searle ; Abraham;  George 
Lewis,  deceased;  Russell,  deceased;  Lucy  Ann, 
who  married  Cai)t.  George  T.  Searle,  of  Appon- 
aug,  R.  I.;  Nancy  Alaria,  who  married  Willard 
Rriggs;  Elisha  P. ; Lydia  Chase,  who  married 
George  Enkers,  and  died  in  New  Jersey;  and 
three  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  died  on 
the  farm  in  1879,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery.  She,  too,  was 
a faithful  meniher  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

(\T1)  Abraham  Lockwood,  son  of  Thomas, 
spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm  in  War- 
wick. and  his  only  opportunity  for  an  education 
was  that  afforded  by  the  district  schools.  On  reach- 
ing manhood  he  started  out  on  his  own  account, 
and  bought  a tract  of  twenty  acres  near  the  home 
farm,  for  which  he  went  in  debt.  He  engaged  in 
market  gardening,  finding  a ready  sale  for  his 
products  in  Providence.  Later  he  bought  other 
land  which  he  devoted  to  the  same  purpose,  finally 
owning  seventy-five  acres,  all  of  which  he  put 
under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  By  close  appli- 
cation and  hard  work  he  has  hewed  out  his  fortune. 
Besides  his  gardening  he  was  for  thirty-five  years 
engaged  also  in  boring  wells  along  Warwick  Neck 
ancl  in  Old  Warwick,  among  his  patrons  being 
Prof.  Bancroft.  Prof.  Clarke,  William  Tiff'any, 
Erank  Carpenter,  Benjamin  Hazard,  Richard 
Comstock  and  a number  of  others  who  have  sum- 
mer homes  along  the  Neck.  In  1889  he  retired 
from  farming  and  sold  his  place  to  the  late  Richard 
Harrison,  who  built  thereon  a fine  summer  home. 
Air.  . Lockwood  built  the  Queen  Anne  cottage  at 
Lockwood  Corners,  where  he  lived  for  seven 
years,  and  also  built  several  other  houses  in  the 
same  locality.  He  still  remains  active,  and  attends 
to  his  real  estate  business,  owning  twenty  acres  of 
land  around  Lockwood  Corners.  In  his  political 
faith  he  was  at  one  time  a Democrat,  hut  now 
gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  Aug.  21,  1850,  Air.  Lockwood  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Ann  Carr,  who  was  born  Nov.  29, 
1830.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were: 
Sarah  Ann,  horn  June  12,  1851,  who  married 
Charles  H.  Waterman;  Abraham  L.,  born  Jan. 
16,  1853,  and  died  June  16,  1853;  Emma  E..  born 
Eeh.  14,  1854,  who  married  \\Tlter  G.  Hartford, 
of  Alontville,  Conn. ; Lawrence  A.,  born  April  18, 
1856,  a well  knowm  manufacturer  of  Pawtucket, 
R.  1. ; Frank  W.,  born  June  ii,  1858,  an  insurance 
man  in  Lakewood,  R.  I. ; Orlando  H.,  horn  July  19, 
1859,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1859;  Alaria  Eugenia, 
born  Dec.  8,  i860,  and  died  April  21,  1861  ; Her- 
bert Burnett,  born  Sept.  19.  1862,  and  engaged  in 
the  cotton  business  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.  The  wife 


and  mother  died  Dec.  20.  1889,  i”  of  the 

Baptist  Church,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Lock- 
wood  cemetery.  Air.  Lockwood  married  (second), 
Alarch  29,  1892,  Alary  .Andrews,  horn  in  Dutton- 
field,  England,  daughter  of  John  Andrews. 

LAB.AN  I'AIRB.ANKS  WATERAI.AN  was 
for  a period  covering  his  long  and  useful  life  a 
well-known  and  respected  citizen  of  Johnston.  He 
was  a descendant  in  paternal  lines  from  Richard 
Waterman  and  Roger  Wdlliams,  the  former  of 
whom  came  from  England  to  New  England  in 
1629  and  for  a time  was  at  Salem,  Alass.,  settling- 
later  in  Providence,  R.  1.,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
twelve  persons  to  whom  Roger  W'illiams  deeded 
land  in  1638. 

From  Richard  Waterman  the  late  Laban  Fair- 
banks Waterman’s  descent  is  through  Resolved  Wa- 
terman and  his  wife  Alercy  (Williams)  (daughter 
of  Roger);  Resolved  Waterman  (2)  and  his  wife 

Alercy  ( );  John  WTterman  andHiis  wife 

Alary  (Whipple)  ; Wdlliam  AVaterman  and  his  wife 
Sarah  (Winsor);  Asahel  AA’aterman  and  his  wife 
AA'ait  (Brown)  ; and  James  W.  W’aterman  and  his 
wife  Waite  Brown  (Smith).  These  generations,  ex- 
cepting the  last  two,  which  appear  below,  are 
given  in  detail  in  the  sketch  of  Edward  Henry 
W'aterman. 

.\sahel  Waterman,  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Winsor)  Waterman,  was  horn  Dec.  19,  1774, 
and  on  May  6,  1798,  married  Wait  Brown,  who 
was  born  Sept.  10,  1775,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Dorcas  Brown,  of  North  Providence.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Amey,  horn  April  4,  1801,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Elisha  Winsor;  Laban,  born 
June  14,  1799;  Alaria,  born  Dec.  7,  1804;  James 
W.,  born  Alay  i,  1806;  and  Waite,  born  April 
15,  1808,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  E.  Wun- 
sor.  The  death  of  Asahel  Waterman  occurred  in 
Johnston  Aug.  16,  1856,  in  his  eighty-second  year, 
and  that  of  his  wife  Wait  on  Sept.  22,  1808,  when 
she  was  in  her  thirty-third  year.  His  wife,  Martha 
Lovell,  died  Alay  30,  1841,  aged  fifty-five.  Air. 
Waterman  was  a farmer,  and  he  was  a well  known 
man  of  his  day,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  de- 
velopment of  his  community. 

James  W.  Waterman,  son  af  Asahel,  was  born 
Alay  I,  1806,  in  Johnston,  and  was  there  reared. 
He  married  Waite  Brown  Smith,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  : Alary  B.  became  the  wife 
of  Emery  Littlefield  and  mother  of  Frederick  Lit- 
tlefield, of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere ; and 
Laban  Fairbanks  is  mentioned  furtber  on.  James 
W.  Waterman,  the  father,  died  in  early  life,  in 
1834. 

Laban  F.  Waterman  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Johnston,  Nov.  7,  1831,  and  was 
reared  to  the  vocation  which  he  followed  through 
life,  that  of  a farmer  and  gardener.  His  educa- 
tion was  received  at  the  country  schools  and  did 
not  extend  to  a finishing  school,  owing  to  the  fact 
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that  tlic  early  demise  of  his  father  rendered  it 
necessary  that  yonng  Laban  shonld  earl\'  assume  the 
management  of  the  farm.  This  he  did  when  but  a 
hoy,  and  his  success  was  marked.  i\lr.  Water- 
man married  Hiss  Amey  J.,  daughter  of  Jra  and 
Lucinda  Blanchard,  of  Johnston,  K.  1.  Hrs.  Wa- 
terman was  born  in  Johnston  March  8,  1833.  To 
them  came  three  children : Eveline  M.,  born  Sept. 
I,  1854;  Louis,  born  July  6,  1856,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  iVnna  Louise,  born  March  12,  1858, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Ira  Cram,  a highly  re- 
.s^jected  citizen  of  Johnston,  and  had  one  child, 
Laban  F.,  who  died  Jan.  12,  1904,  aged  twenty- 
three  years. 

By  intelligent  management,  combined  with  in- 
dustry, and  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  wife, 
Laban  F.  Waterman  greatly  improved  the  old 
homestead,  bringing  it  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  beauty.  The  estate  is  situated  near  Fo- 
casset,  in  Johnston,  and  possesses  an  air  of  thrift 
and  progress.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Watcrma’.:, 
on  Feb.  5,  1904,  Mrs.  Waterman  has  conducted 
the  farm,  and  too  much  credit  cannot  l)e  given  her 
for  her  efficiency  and  business  qualifications.  Her 
daughter.  Miss  Eveline  M.,  resides  with  her  and 
is  an  able  assistant.  i\Ir.  Waterman  was  a man  of 
whom  no  evil  was  ever  spoken.  His  intimate 
friendships  were  few  hnt  lifelong,  and  he  carried 
with  him  to  his  grave  in  the  family  burial  ground 
the  esteem  of  the  entire  commnnity.  This  he 
earned  and  well  deserved.  His  integrity  was  never 
assailed  nor  his  honesty  questioned.  His  was  a 
life  well  lived  and  of  eminent  usefulness. 

BFJ.EC  ALMY  COGGESFIALL.  The  early 
Coggeshall  family  of  Rhode  Island  was  one  of  the 
more  wealthy  and  ])rominent  of  the  families  of  the 
Brovidcncc  Blantati(ms.  John  Coggeshall,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family,  was  born  in  1599,  in  the 
County  of  Essex,  England.  The  family  there  was 
of  Norman  origin  and  possessed  of  large  estates 
in  Ifssex  and  Suffolk,  inchiding  the  Manor  of  Lit- 
tle Coggeshall  and  Codham  Hall,  Wethersfield,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Coggeshall-on-the-Blackwater,  The 
oldest  families  followed  the  usages  of  the  Normans, 
writing  the  name  de  Coggeshall,  as  Thomas  de 
Coggeshall,  who  was  the  owner  of  these  vast  es- 
tates in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen  of  Bloss, 
grandson  of  the  Concjueror,  1135-1154.  Five 
of  the  family,  several  of  whom  were  Knights,  were 
sheriffs  of  Essex,  which,  until  1556,  included  Here- 
fordshire. Coggeshall  Abbey,  the  most  famous  of 
the  Cistercian  order,  was  built  by  King  Stephen, 
1 142,  and  endowed  by  his  Queen  Matilda  of  Bou- 
logne and  his  son  Eustace,  with  their  lands  in 
France. 

(T  ) John  Cogge.shall,  wdio  was  a merchant, 
emigrated  to  New  England  in  1632,  arriving  in 
Boston  on  the  ship  “Lion”  and  bringing  with  him 
his  wife  Mary  and  their  three  children,  John, 
Joshua  and  Ann.  He  and  his  wife  .soon  joined  the 


church  at  Roxbury,  formed  that  year.  He  re- 
moved to  Boston  in  1634,  and  in  April  became  a 
member  of  that  church,  with  which  his  wife  also  be- 
came connected,  and  he  was  soon  chosen  a deacon. 
Fie  was  one  of  the  first  hoard  of  selectmen  of  Bos- 
ton, 1634,  was  also  a deputy  that  year  and  served 
in  the  same  capacity  seven  times.  He  was  one  of 
the  seventy-five  supporters  of  Anne  Hutchinson 
wlio  were  disarmed.  He  was  one  of  sixteen  per- 
sons who  in  1638  went  to  Providence  and  bought 
from  the  Narragansett  Indians  the  island  of 
Aquidneck,  subsequently  called  Rhode  Island.  They 
soon  became  incorporated  in  a body  politic  and  be- 
gan the  settlement  of  IMcasset  (Portsmouth).  Mr. 
Coggeshall  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Ports- 
mouth who  settled  in  Newport  in  1639.  In  1640 
Portsmouth  and  Newport  were  united,  and  IMr. 
Coggeshall  was  chosen  one  of  the  assistants.  He 
had  been  one  of  the  elders  in  Portsmouth,  chosen 
in  1639.  1644  the  several  establishments  were 

united,  becoming  Providence  Plantations,  but  the 
organization  was  not  effected  till  1647.  Mr.  Cogge- 
shall became  president  of  Providence  Plantations- 
and  died  in  office,  Nov.  23,  1647.  His  widow  died 
Dec.  17,  1684. 

Ill)  Joshua  Coggeshall,  born  in  1623,  married 
(first)  Dec.  22,  1652.  Joan  West,  born  in  1631. 
She  died  in  1676,  and  he  married  (second)  June 
2r,  1677,  Rebecca  Russell.  Mr.  Coggeshall  was  of 
Newport  and  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  deputy  much  of 
the  time  from  1664  fo  1672,  and  was  assistant  much 
of  the  time  from  1669  to  1676.  He  died  May  i, 
1688.  Flis  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
were:  Mary,  l)orn  in  1655;  Joshua,  1656;  John, 
1659;  Josiah,  1662;  Daniel,  1665;  Humility,  1671; 
Caleb,  1672:  and  Isaac. 

(HI)  Joshua  Coggeshall  (2),  horn  in  May, 
7656,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  married  (first)  May  15, 
id)8o.  Sarah.  She  died  March  20,  1697,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Aug.  26,  1697,  Sarah.  Mr.  Cogge- 
shall was  a resident  of  that  part  of  Newport  which- 
hecame  (Middletown,  and  was  near  Portsmouth. 
His  children  were : Joshua,  born  May  13,  1681  ; 
John,  Dec.  14,  1683:  Thomas,  (March  29,  1684; 
'Elizabeth,  (March  29,  1686;  Thomas,  June  24,  1688; 
Josiah,  Dec.  12,  i6c;o:  Richard.  Feb.  ii,  1692; 
'Mary,  ^larch  15,  1695:  Caleb,  July  25,  1698;  Sa- 
rah, March  22,  1700:  James,  March  17,  1701;  a 
daughter,  Jan.  15,  1703:  Benjamin,  Jan.  31,  1705; 
Ann.  Nov.  18,  1707:  MTite,  Jan.  ii,  1709:  Comfort, 
April  22,  171T,  and  Benjamin  (2),  Nov.  15.  1714. 

(I\M  Thomas  Coggeshall,  born  June  24,  1688, 
in  Newport,  R.  L.  married,  March  ii.  1708,  Mercy, 
horn  in  1691,  daughter  of  Gideon  Freeborn,  and 
they  resided  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  he  being  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  Jan.  26,  1771,  and  she  passed' 
away  May  26,  1776;  both  are  buried  in  the  Cogge- 
shall burying  ground  in  (Middletown.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Elizabeth,  horn  Aug.  30.  1710;  Com- 
fort, Sept.  17,  1712;  (Mercy,  June  30,  1714;  Sarah,. 
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Aug.  20,  1715;  Wait,  Jan.  4,  1717;  Mary,  March 
27,  1720:  jo.sluia,  iNlarch  ir,  1722;  Mercy,  Feb.  23, 
1724;  Gideon.  April  20,  1726;  Thomas,  Aug.  26, 
1728;  and  Hannah,  May  20,  1731. 

( Joshna  Coggeshall  (3)  was  born  iMarch 
II,  1722,  in  i\l  iddlctown,  R.  I.  He  married  (first) 
Jan.  12,  1743.  Sarah  Bailey,  who  died  Nov.  4,  1750. 
their  chilclren  were:  Thomas,  born  Aug.  30,  1744; 
and  Ruth,  June  26,  1747.  He  married  (second)  Jan. 
2,  1752,  Ann,  daughter  of  Joseph  Dennis,  by  whom 
he  had  children  as  follows : Sarah,  born  Se])t.  26, 
1752:  Joseph,  Aug.  16,  1754;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  14, 
1756;  George,  iMarch  17,  1759  (who  died  Nov.  16, 
1762)  ; iMary,  July  14,  1761  ; Mercy,  Sept.  14.  1762; 
Anne,  June  i,  1764;  and  George  (2),  June  10.  1767. 

( \"'l)  George  Coggeshall  was  born  in  Middle- 
town.  R.  I..  in  1767,  and  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
Aug.  14,  1843.  His  life  was  spent  in  farming,  and 
he  "became  one  of  the  substantial  and  influential 
men  of  the  community,  taking  an  active  part  in  its 
affairs  and  always  giving  stanch  support  to  the 
\\hig  partv.  He  was  a liberal  contributor  to, 
though  not  a member  of.  the  Friends’  Church.  Mr. 
Coggeshall  married  iMiss  Cynthia  Sherman,  of 
Pewtsmouth.  where  she  died.  They  had  but  one 
child,  Peleg.  born  Sept.  26,  1792. 

(VH)  T’eleg  Coggeshall  passed  his  entire  life 
in  Portsmouth,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  26,  1792- 
A hard-working  farmer,  he  was  greatly  respected  in 
the  community  and  was  influential  in  the  conduct 
of*  its'  affairs,  serving  several  years  as  a member 
of  the  town  council.  He  was  always  active  in  local 
matters,  working  as  a loyal  \\  big  till  1856,  after 
Avhich  he  gave  his  support  to  the  Republicans.  He 
attended  the  Friends’  Church.  On  Jan.  14.  1817, 
he  was  united  to  Miss  Bridget  Almy,  daughter  of 
Peleg  Almy,  of  Portsmouth.  She  was  born  Feb.  7, 
1791,  and  died  in  that  town  Aug.  9,  1886,  leaving 
four  children,  viz. : Cynthia,  born  Aug.  20,  1818, 
who  married  William  Chase,  of  Middletown,  where 
thev  both  died;  George,  born  Jan.  8,  1820,  who 
died  June  30,  1828;  Peleg  Almy;  and  George 
B.,  born  June  30,  1828,  a farmer  in  Portsmouth, 
who  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  his  brother. 

(VHI)  Peleg  Almy  Coggeshall,  born  in 
Portsmouth.  Aug.  to,  1822.  son  of  Peleg  and 
Bridget  (Almy),  spent  his  time  until  he  was 
^eighteen  years  old  going  to  school  during  the 
winter  and  helping  his  father  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer.  After  leaving  school  he  passed  ten  years 
at  home,  assuming  most  of  the  responsibilities  of 
running  the  farm,  but  in  the  spring  of  1850  he 
leased  his  grandfather  Coggeshall’s  farm  and  op- 
erated that  for  another  ten  years.  P'pon  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  occurred  May  4,  1857,  the 
homestead  was  bec|ucathed  to  the  sons,  and  he  has 
ever  since  resided  on  it  successfully  engaged  m 
Its  cultivation!  Soon  after  inheriting  the  place  he 
built  the  modern  house  in  which  he  still  lives  and 
it  has  ever  since  been  a center  of  hospitality.  Prob- 
ably no  man  in  the  community  holds  in  a larger 


degree  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. Although  of  a quiet,  unostentatious  nature 
that  would  never  crave  public  office,  Mr.  Cogge- 
shall has  always  manifested  an  interest  in  local 
matters  and  has  been  chosen  for  several  offices  of 
trust,  serving  on  the  school  board  and  as  tax  as- 
sessor. He  is  independent  in  his  own  views,  always 
supporting  the  man  best  fitted  for  the  position. 

For  more  than  half  a century  Mr.  Coggeshall 
has  enjoyed  a most  happy  domestic  life.  He  was 
married  Dec.  3,  1849,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Ailsworth, 
of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Dyer  and  Sarah  (Pierce)  Ailsworth,  and  they  have 
been  blessed  witli  two  children,  a daughter  and 
a son : Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  John  Ireys,  of  New- 
port, by  whom  she  has  had  two  sons,  Volney 
Stamps  and  William  Bailey;  Charles  P.  is  engaged^ 
in  the  brass  foundry  business  in  Boston,  Mass., 
and  married  Miss  Adeline  Frances  Lambert,  of 
that  city.  Mrs.  Coggeshall  is  a devout  member  of 
the  Union  Baptist  Church  of  Portsmouth,  in  which 
she  is  an  active  worker  in  eharitable  and  benevolent 
fields,  and  her  husband  is  a regular  attendant  of 
the  same  church.  After  a long,  useful  and  happy 
life,  they  are  now  enjoying  the  evening  of  their 
days  surrounded  by  friends  and  in  the  ha[)py  con- 
sciousness of  past  years  well  spent. 

WILLI A.M  A.  SWEET.  The  Rhode  Island 
and  New  England  Sweets  descend  from  John  and 
James  Sweet,  sons  of  Isaac  and  Mary,  who  were 
of  \\’elsh  origin.  John  and  James  settled  in  New 
England,  the  latter  being  of  record  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1630,  and  John  in  Providence  in  I632.  The 
various  lines  and  genealogy  are  treated  extensively 
elsewhere  in  this  publication,  it  being  the  design  of 
this  article  to  treat  of  the  late  Philip  Sweet,  for 
years  a resident  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  R.  I., 
of  his  son,  Edwin  Angell,  a lifelong  and  honored 
citizen  of  the  same  town,  and  of  the  latter’s  son, 
William  Allen  Sweet,  prominent  in  business,  social 
and  political  life  in  North  Providence. 

Philip  Sweet  married  (first)  Ruth,  daughter  of 
\A'illiam  Angell,  and  they  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cenfredale,  Allendale,  and  the  locality  known  as 
Pine  Hill.  They  had  the  following  children:  (i) 
Serrel  Sweet  married  and  became  the  father  of 
George,  of  Pawtucket;  Harriet,  who  married  a 
Nichols;  and  probalfiy  others.  By  a^second  mar- 
riage Dec.  II,  1842,  to  Lydia  IMaria,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Ruth  Potter  Irons,  of  Glocester,  he 
had:  Ruth  Emma  and  Cora  Emma.  (2)  William, 
who  married  Ann  Eliza,  daughter  of  Nathan  Irons, 
of  Glocester,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of  Serrel,  had 
two  children,  Ruth  (who  married  a IMadison)  and 
Nelson  (who  lived  at  New  Bedford.  Mass.).  (3) 
Emor  married  \\’aity  iManton,  and  had  a large  fam- 
ily. (4)  Philip  married  Hannah  IMartin,  of  Olney- 
ville.  (5)  \\’elcome  married  iMartha,  daughter  of 
Amasa  Irons  of  Glocester.  R.  I.  Philip,  the  father 
of  the  foregoing  children,  married  for  his  second 
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wife,  ^^’aity  Sweet,  of  Scituatc,  and  Iw  this  union 
had:  Ephraim,  who  married  (first)  iMary  E. 

]’>owen  and  (second  ) Alary  Steere,  and  had  no  chil- 
dren who  lived  to  maturity ; Edwin  Angell ; and 
Emily,  who  married  Calvcry  Alitchel,  of  Glocester, 
and  has  two  sons.  Franklin  P.  and  Fred  A.  After 
a life  of  activity  and  usefulness  Philip  Sweet  died 
at  his  home  on  Pine  Hill  in  Johnston,  Rhode 
Island. 

Edwin  Ang-ell  Sweet  was  born  Fcl).  2,  1828,  in 
Johnston,  and  in  youth  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, and  was  employed  at  that  trade,  assisting 
liis  brothers  in  building  operations.  Later  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming.  In  1848  he  married 
Miss  Alercy  F.  Flarvey,  born  Alarch  i,  1830. 
daughter  of  AA'anton  and  Alary  (Gardner)  Harvey, 
of  North  Kingstown.  R.  T.  Their  children  were : 
Luella,  who  married  Frederick  Groves,  of  Whately, 
Alass. ; Grace,  the  wife  of  Albert  E.  Groves,  of  that 
place:  AVilliam  Allen:  Stephen,  who  married  Al- 
meda  Green,  and  had  two  children,  Lena  (who 
married  Henry  Remington,  and  has  two  sons  and 
two  daughters)  and  Allen  B.,  all  of  whom  reside 
in  Providence:  P>radford  E..  who  died  leaving  no 
descendants:  Nellie  F.,  the  widow  of  Wallace  E. 
Harris,  and  a resident  of  Johnston ; and  Herbert 
H..  wdio  married  Lena  Gurley  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. Irvin  H.,  Henry  E..  and  Alilton  R. 

Air.  Sweet  has  retired  from  active  business  pur- 
suits and  resides  at  his  country  home  in  Johnston, 
near  Centredale.  In  his  active  years  he  took  much 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  community  and  is 
highly  esteemed  and  regarded. 

William  Allen  Sweet,  son  of  Edwin  Angell 
Sweet,  was  born  in  Johnston,  Sept.  24.  1851.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  commu- 
nity, and  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old  was  em- 
ployed on  his  grandfather's  farm.  At  that  age  he 
began  life  on  his  own  account,  and  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship with  Benjamin  Sweet,  learning  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  At  this  he  was  employed  for 
some  sixteen  years,  followed  l)v  two  vears  wdth 
Stanton  Smith,  of  Johnston,  as  a wheelwright,  and 
then  entered  the  employ  of  Fred  Al.  Aldrich,  en- 
gaging in  the  retail  meat  business  at  Centredale. 
After  three  years  as  an  employe,  Air.  Sweet  pur- 
chased the  business,  which  he  removed  to  the  Rail- 
road Hall  building  in  the  same  village.  Here  he 
conducted  a prosperous  business  for  thirteen  years, 
when  he  disposed  of  it,  and  has  since  devoted  him- 
self to  farming,  and  the  duties  involved  in  the 
official  positions  with  which  he  has  been  honored. 
For  a number  of  years  he  has  rendered  satisfactory 
service  as  highway  commissioner  of  the  town  of 
North  Providence,  was  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil in  1885-6.  county  commissioner  of  highways  in 
1895,  and  for  five  years  was  overseer  of  the  poor. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  Temple  Lodge  No.  18.  of  Greenville. 

On  Nov.  28.  1871,  Air.  Sweet  married  Addie 
Susan,  daugh‘:er  of  Elisha  an<l  imey  L.  (Brown) 


AA'insor,  of  North  Smithfield,  and  their  children 
are:  h'rederick  Arnold,  born  Aug.  24,  1872;  Craw- 
ford, born  Oct.  23,  1874;  W'illis  H.,  born  Jan.  18, 
1880:  Ellery,  whose  death  occurred  in  infancy; 
Earl,  born  in  Januar}',  1883;  and  Irving,  born  in 
December,  1886. 

AA'ALTER  SAHTH  HORTON,  a retired  ma- 
chinist of  Ih'ovidence  residing  at  No.  49  Thayer 
street,  is  a descendant  of  the  old  Horton  family  of 
Rehoboth,  Alass.,  which  is  treated  upon  more  fully 
elsewhere. 

Phillip  Horton,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. was  a resident  of  Rehobotb,  Alass.,  where  he 
conducted  a mercantile  business,  and  where  he  died, 
he  being  succeeded  by  his  son  William.  Phillip 
Horton  married  Sallie  Brayton,  and  their  children 
were:  William,  Elisha  P.,  James,  Comfort.  Theo- 
doscia,  Ferdinand,  Sally  Leander  and  Charles. 

Elisha  P.  Horton,  grandfather  of  AA'alter  S., 
was  born  at  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  and  there  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  home  place  until  exchang- 
ing farms  with  his  brother  James  at  Graf- 
ton, N.  H.  He  removed  to  the  latter  place 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  Alay  i. 
1843.  IL  married  Avis  W'heaton  of  Kill- 
ingly.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Resolve  and  So- 
])hia  (Buck)  Wheaton,  and  a descendant  of  Robert 
A\  heaton,  who  was  born  in  Swansea,  AVales,  and, 
on  coming  to  this  country,  sometime  between  1630 
and  1636,  settled  at  Rehoboth,  Alass.  Airs.  Horton 
survived  her  husband  about  forty-seven  years  and 
died  Eeb.  15.  1890.  at  the  home  of  her  daughter.  Airs. 
Enos  Eollansbee.  of  AVest  Enfield,  N.  H.,  aged 
ninety-five  years.  The  children  of  Elisha  P.  and 
Avis  Horton  .were  twelve  in  number,  viz. : Comfort 
married  Alartha  Batty:  Lucius  is  mentioned  below: 
Alary  Ann  married  Samuel  Currier  of  Enfield,  N. 
H. ; Simon  married  (first)  Sally  Purmort,  (sec- 
ond) Delilah  Green  and  (third)  Betsy  Truell,  who 
survives  him  ; Nancy  married  ( first)  Jonas  Bacon, 
( second)  Dana  Aloody,  and  died  in  Enfield,  N.  H. ; 
Sophia  married  John  Stephens  of  Grafton.  N.  H. : 
FTarriet  married  Horace  Dole : Lucy  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years ; Christina  married  Samuel  Enos 
Eollansbee  and  resides  at  AA’est  Enfield,  N.  H. : 
Charles  married  Dicka  Pnrmort ; George  married 
Alary  Switzey  and  resides  in  Grant  county,  Wis. ; 
and  .Susan  died  in  infancy. 

Lucius  Horton,  father  of  Walter  S.,  was 
born  .Sept.  19,  1813,  in  Killinglv,  Windham 
Co..  Conn.,  and  was  but  a .small  boy  when 
his  ])arents  removed  to  Grafton,  N.  H. 
He  received  a somewhat  limited  education, 
and  was  inured  to  the  hard  vcork  of  the 
farm.  Although  he  desired  to  learn  a trade 
he  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  modest  cir- 
cumstances of  the  large  family.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  vears  he  came  to  Providence  where  a 
cousin.  Charles  Horton,  resided,  and  a few  days 
after  his  arrival,  found  employment  in  the  lumber 
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3-ar(l  of  Austin  CSuriic^v.  Here  lie  remained  for  a 
time,  after  whieh  he  returned  to  (irafton,  X.  H.,  and 
resumed  work  on  the  home  place.  Later  he  went 
back  to  Providence  and  eng-aged  in  various  kinds 
of  manual  labor,  and,  being  verv  industrious,  was 
never  out  of  employment.  Although  as  a laborer  his 
wages  were  small,  he  was  very  economical  and 
managed  to  jnit  away  sufficient  capital  to  enable 
him  to  engage  with  success  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. This  enterprise  he  continued  for  eighteen 
years  in  Providence,  being  located  at  No.  34  John 
street.  About  eighteen  years  prior  to  his  death  he 
retired  from  active  life  and  so  spent  the  rest  of  his 
days,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  at  his  home, 
No.  49  Thayer  street.  July  3,  1904.  iMr.  Horton 
was  buried  in  the  North  cemetery. 

Lucius  Horton  was  a man  of  wonderful  nerve 
power,  vitality  and  endurance,  and  although  of  only 
medium  height  and  ordinary  build,  was  capable  of 
doing  an  immense  amount  of  hard  work.  Always 
strictly  temperate  and  regular  in  his  habits,  he  re- 
tained his  activity  past  his  eightieth  year,  after 
which  he  was  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  which  ren- 
dered locomotion  impossible.  His  memory,  how- 
ever. remained  verv  clear,  and  he  possessed  a vast 
fund  of  reminiscences  and  a remarkable  power  of 
speech.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Re])uhlican, 
but  would  never  consent  to  accept  public  office. 
Hr.  Horton  began  life  with  jiractically  nothing, 
and  while  the  amount  he  earned  was  never  more 
than  $1.50  a day,  by  strict  economy  and  aided  by 
his  thrifty  and  industrious  wife,  he  was  enabled  to 
acquire  a competency  and  to  give  each  of  his  chil- 
dren good  educational  advantages.  He  was  a man 
of  strict  integrity,  of  a sociable  and  genial  nature, 
and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

On  Feb.  25,  1838.  Lucius  Horton  married  Sa- 
bra  P)Owen,  daughter  of  John  r)Owen,  of  Killingly, 
Conn.,  and  a descendant  of  Griffith  P)Owen,  who 
brought  his  family  to  America  and  settled  at  r)OS- 
ton,  Hass.,  about  1640. 

i\[rs.  Horton  died  at  Danielson.  Conn.,  Julv  31, 
1890,  aged  seventy-five  A-ears.  The  children  born 
to  this  union  were:  Henry  Albert,  born  Oct.  31, 
1839,  married  Elizabeth  Taylor  Hamilton,  and  for 
a time  was  a bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of  r)rown 
& Sharpe,  later  being  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  on  South  iMain  street  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Cordery  & Llorton.  He  is  now  a resident 
of  Costa  Rica,  Cal.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  ranch- 
ing and  he  had  one  daughter.  Tdllie  Mabell,  who 
died  March  9,  1875,  aged  eight  vears  ; Walter  S., 
born  .Aug.  9.  1841  ; Almira  Melissa,  born  March 
23,  1844.  (ILd  Aug.  22.  1845  • Lydia  Ann  born  July 
18,  1846,  married  ^^’illiam  H.  Williams,  a de- 
scendant of  Roger  \\’illiams,  and  manager  of  the 
Quinebaug  mill.  Danielson,  Conn.,  and  they  have 
two  soils,  Charles  and  Lucius : Elizabeth  Purgess, 
born  Oct.  15,  1857,  married  Hriah  E.  Ross.,  of 
Thompson,  Conn.,  who  died  at  Denver,  Colo.. 


where  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  freight 
department  of  the  Union  I’acific  railroad  (Mrs. 
Ross  is  a resident  of  that  city  ). 

Walter  Smith  llorton  was  born  in  I’rovidence 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  at 
Lyon  & I'rieze's  old  University  School,  corner  Col- 
lege and  Prospect  streets,  and  Potter  & Hammond's 
Commercial  School.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist at  the  factory  of  P)rown  & Sharpe,  and  after 
serving  his  time,  was  employed  there  as  machin- 
ist, subsef|uently  becoming  foreman.  Pie  was  later 
employed  by  the  Providence  Tool  Company,  where 
he  remained  fourteen  years  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  went  to  the  American  Screw  Company, 
with  which  company  he  remained  for  twenty-two 
A'ears,  retiring  from  active  work  in  June,  1902. 
As  a skilled  mechanic  in  his  line  iMr.  Horton  stood 
high,  and  few  if  any  enjoyed  any  better  reputation. 
Since  that  time  i\lr.  Horton  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  management  of  his  real  estate  interests. 
He  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  no  office  seeker. 

On  July  20.  1881,  Walter  S.  Plorton  married 
Adelaide  P'rances  Smith,  of  Providence,  daughter 
of  Plenry  and  Frances  i'dalinda  (Gammons)  Smith. 

EDWARD  DA\TS  JONES  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  Newport's  prosperous  bus- 
iness men.  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
won  added  respect  by  the  efficiency  with  which  he 
discharged  the  onerous  duties  of  jailer  of  the  Xew- 
l)ort  county  jail.  He  himself  was  a native  of  the 
State,  born  in  I’awtucket  in  1810.  Plis  parents, 
however,  were  both  of  English  birth. 

Edward  G.  1.  Jones,  father  of  Edward  D., 
learned  the  trade  of  a cotton-mill  operator  and  fol- 
lowed it  for  some  time  before  leaving  England. 
After  coming  to  this  country  he  settled  in  Paw- 
tucket and  was  employed  for  several  years  in  the 
cotton-mills  of  that  cit\’.  Put  he  met  with  an  ac- 
cident while  thus  engaged  which  necessitated  his 
giving  up  that  line  of  work  and  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  mercantile  life.  He  opened  a dry-goods 
store  and  conducted  it  successfully  from  that  time 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Pawtucket.  His 
wife,  who  was  iMiss  iMary  Patch,  also  died  there. 
Their  children  were  four  in  number,  Sarah,  Em- 
ilv,  iMary  D.  and  Edward  Davis. 

Edward  D.  Jones  remained  at  school  till  he  was 
nine  vears  of  age.  after  which  by  private  studv  he 
began  to  ])repare  himself  for  his  business  career. 
Going  to  Newport  he  became  an  apjwentice  under 
Christopher  Sweet  on  Commerical  \\'harf  to  learn 
ship-blacksmithing.  After  mastering  his  trade  he 
continued  to  follow  it  until  1849  and  then  turned 
to  a new  field  of  activity,  starting  a wind-power 
gristmill  which  he  operated  for  a number  of  years. 
After  a while  he  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  soa]i.  rendering  of  tallow,  etc.,  and  after  his 
gristmill  was  destroyed  bv  fire  the  latter  en- 
terprise became  his  sole  business,  as  he  never 
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rel)uilt  the  mill.  Rv  his  dose  application  to  his 
Avork,  he  met  with  financial  success  and  when  he 
died  was  at  the  head  of  a g'ood  husiness  and  pos- 
sessed of  a considerable  amonnt  of  property.  Dnr- 
ino-  the  last  seventeen  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Jones 
filled  the  ])osition  of  Xew])ort  county  jailer,  suc- 
ceedin': his  father-in-law,  Henry  Tagg'art,  in  that 
])Osition.  He  was  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
])art}‘.  originally  an  old-line  Whig. 

Mr.  Jones  was  twice  married,  first  to  iMiss  ]\Iar- 
tha  I'lnssell  Tillinghast,  of  Newi^ort,  daughter  of 
John  ddllinghast.  She  died  in  1852.  the  mother  of 
eight  children:  The  first  five,  (r)  William, 
(2)  John,  (3)  John  (2).  (4)  Edward  and 
15)  Robert,  all  died  young.  (6)  Mary  Elizabeth 
married  Thomas  S.  Ikirdick,  of  Ne\vport.  (7) 
Ifdward  1)..  Jr.,  married  Angeline  C.  Wood,  of 
Newport,  and  had  two  children,  viz. : William  S., 
who  married  t first)  Kate  ( )man  and  (second)  Ag- 
nes liarker;  and  Martha  Tillinghast.  wife  of  Wal- 
ter D.  F.  Ilrown,  of  Rristol,  R.  I.  (8)  Joseph, 
youngest  child  of  Edw’ard  D.  Jones  by  his  first 
union,  married  Catherine  Reattie.  i\Tr.  Jones's  sec- 
ond marriage  was  solemnized  Dec.  3,  1859,  and  his 
bride  was  Miss  Abhy  Maria  Taggart,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  .\hhy  Hammond  (Stanhope)  Taggart, 
of  Xew])ort.  Mrs.  Jones’s  father  w'as  in  early  life 
a sailor  and  later  followed  fishing.  \Mien  some- 
what along  in  years  he  was  appointed  by  Sherifif 
William  Rider  to  he  jailer  of  the  Newport  county 
jail  and  served  in  that  capacity  till  his  death,  in 
[875. 

The  death  of  Edward  D.  Jones  occurred  Jan. 
13.  1893,  and  he  is  still  survived  by  his  widow.  He 
was  a man  wdiose  interests  centered  almost  wdiolly 
in  his  home  and  his  work,  and  his  life  was  an  unos- 
tentatious one.  marked  by  no  seeking  for  publicity 
of  any  kind.  Rut  his  many  sterling  (|ualities  and 
his  husiness  ability  made  him  resi)ected  by  all,  and 
won  him  many  friends.  Mr.  Jones  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Central  Raptist  ( now'  the  Second 
Raptist)  Church,  of  wdiich  his  wddow  is  also  a mem- 
ber. 

JOSEITI  RCRROWS.  In  the  tracing  of  the 
ancestral  history  of  the  family  of  Rurrows,  from 
its  early  founder,  Robert  Rurrows,  to  the  members 
of  the  eighth  generation,  we  enter  u])on  the  records 
of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  families 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  Robert  Rurrow’s,  it  is  believed,  was  one  of 
the  first  wdio  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  Roston, 
]\lass..  and  settled  at  W'ethersfield,  Conn.  There 
he  married,  prior  to  1642,  M’idow'  IMary  Ireland, 
who,  by  her  first  husband.  Samuel  Ireland,  a man 
of  ])ro])erty,  had  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Martha. 
Near  1643.  Robert  Rurrows,  associated  with  a few' 
others,  made  a ])ermanent  settlement  at  Pequot, 
now  New  London,  Conn.  After  the  due  organiza- 
tion of  New  London,  we  find  a special  grant  of 
land  to  him,  dated  June  2,  1650.  I.ater  on,  April 


3,  1651,  Robert  Rurrows,  John  Packer  and  Robert 
J’ark,  acquired  a grant  of  land  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mystic  river,  in  wdiat  is  now'  the  town  of 
Groton.  Wdth  his  house  lot  in  New  London,  and 
his  estates  at  Poquonnock  and  on  the  Mystic,  he 
was,  in  1664,  the  third  gentleman  in  the  New  Lon- 
don settlement  in  the  amount  of  his  taxable  prop- 
erty. His  wdfe  died  in  Groton,  in  December,  1672, 
and  he  survived  her  but  ten  years.  His  children 
were:  Samuel,  of  w'hom  no  certain  information 
has  been  obtained ; and  John,  born  1642,  wdio  mar- 
ried Hannah  Culver,  Dec.  14,  1670. 

(II)  John  Rurrows,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary, 
born  in  1642,  married  Dec.  14,  1670,  Hannah  Cul- 
ver, and  they  had  issue  as  follows:  John,  born  in 
1671,  at  Groton,  who  married  Lydia  liubbard,  Oct. 
14,  1700;  and  died  at  Groton,  in  1752;  Mary;  Mar- 
garet; Samuel,  married  Mary  Chester,  Nov.  21, 
1706;  Robert;  Jeremiah;  and  Isaac.  In  1704  John 
Rurrow's  w'as  one  of  the  patentees  of  the  Amended 
Charter  of  the  New'  London  Settlement,  that  up 
to  this  date  included  Groton.  Evidently  he  w'as  a 
man  of  large  property  and  honorable  position. 

(IIP)  Jobn  Rurrows,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
Rurrows.  married  Lydia  Hubbaial,  and  they  had  is- 
sue as  follows  : John,  born  at  Groton,  Nov.  14,  1701  ; 
L}dia,  bcn'n  at  Groton,  April  19.  1703,  married 
M’illiam  Pendilton ; IMary,  born  at  Clroton,  Nov. 

4.  1704.  married  Nathan  Fish,  and  died  at  Gro- 
ton, i\lay  IT,  1732;  Hubbard;  Hannah,  born  at 
Groton,  June  23.  1709,  married  Joseph  Denison; 
Silas,  born  at  Groton,  Oct.  4,  1710,  married  Han- 
nah Gore,  and  died  at  Groton,  in  1741  ; Abigail, 
born  at  Groton,  July  19,  1712,  married  a Mr. 
Latham;  and  Amos,  born  at  (Sroton,  Aug.  6,  1714, 
married  Mary  Rathbun. 

( I\')  John  Rurrows.  son  of  John  and  Lydia 
Rurrows.  horn  Nov.  14,  1701,  married  Desire, 

daughter  of  Ca])t.  James  Packer,  and  they  had 
issue  as  follow'S : Mary,  born  at  Groton,  June  17. 
1732,  married  Samuel  Aborn,  and  died  Feb.  10, 
1797;  Lydia,  born  at  Groton,  married  John  An- 
thony Aborn;  Phebe,  born  at  Groton,  married  Wil- 
liam Holdridge,  IMay  27,  1770;  Lucretia,  born  at 
Groton,  married  William  Rurrows,  Nov.  19,  1767; 
Waity.  born  at  Groton,  married  Jabez  Smith ; De- 
sire, born  at  Groton,  married  Joseph  Elliott ; 
Nabbv.  born  at  Groton,  married  PTiah  Wilbur; 
John,  born  at  Groton,  married  Hannah  Wilbur, 
Sept.  13,  1761,  and  died  at  Groton  in  1784;  Na- 
than; I)aniel,  born  at  Groton,  married  (first) 
Keziah  Rhodes,  (second)  Abigail  E.  Park,  and 
died  at  Groton,  Oct.  ii,  1833;  James,  born  at  Gro- 
ton. died  there  young;  and  Thomas,  also  born  at 
Groton,  died  young. 

(\0  Nathan  Rnrrow's.  son  of  John  and  Desire 
Rurrows,  w'as  born  at  Groton  in  1744.  He  married 
(first)  June  2,  1765.  Amy  Williams,  and  (second) 
in  1788,  Sarah  Wdlliams.  He  died  in  Chenango 
County.  N.  Y.,  .\ug.  18.  1808.  To  his  marriage 
with  Amy  Mdlliams  came  the  following  children. 
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all  born  at  Groton:  Joseph;  W'aity,  married  La- 
tham Fitch  and  lived  and  died  at  Groton;  George, 
married  Sarah  I'itch,  and  died  at  Groton  ; lletsey, 
married  Benjamin  Ashhy,  of  Groton;  Amy,  mar- 
ried Mason  Backer,  and  died  at  Groton ; Abigail, 
married  Samuel  Ratlihun,  and  died  at  Groton ; 
James,  married  Polly  Brown,  and  died  in  1811, 
perishing  in  the  great  snowstorm  of  Christmas  of 
that  date;  Nancy,  married  Beriah  Grant,  and  died 
at  Groton;  Experience,  married  John  Woodward, 
June  I,  1806;  Lydia,  died  in  Groton;  Desire,  born 
in  1787,  died  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  19, 
1808.  To  the  union  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  (Wil- 
liams) Burrows  were  born,  all  except  the  youngest, 
at  Groton:  Benjamin,  horn  Oct.  20,  1789,  married 
(first)  Rebecca  Thompson,  March  17,  1808,  (sec- 

'ond)  Lucy  Perkins,  Nov.  10,  1844,  (third)  

Wdlliams,  and  (fourth)  Sarah  R.  Holdridge,  Nov. 
22,  1864;  Jesse,  horu  in  1791;  Nathan,  horn  in 

1793;  Simeon,  married  Elliott;  Betsey; 

Eclward  (i),  died  young  at  Groton;  and  Edward 
(2),  horn  at  Stonington  in  June,  1806,  married 

Elliott.  INIrs.  Sarah  (Williams)  Burrows 

died  i\Ja\-  i,  1820.  During  the  Revolutionary  war 
the  father,  Nathan  Burrows,  made  two  trips  with 
ox  teams  from  Groton,  Conn.,  to  Boston,  Mass., 
conveying  supplies  to  the  patriots. 

(\T)  Joseph  Burrows,  .son  of  Nathan  and  Amy 
Burrows,  was  horn  at  Groton,  July  18,  176C.  He 
was  thrice  married.  (.)n  IMarch  30,  1788,  he  wedded 
Sarah  Rice,  who  was  horn  at  Warwick  March  8, 
1764,  and  who  died  there  in  1803.  On  Sept.  2, 
1803,  Henrietta  Rice,  boVii  at  Warwick  March  6, 
1762,  became  his  wife;  she  died  March  31,  1807. 
His  third  marriage,  which  occurred  Jan.  10,  1808, 
was  to  Erances  I’acker,  who  was  born  at  Groton, 
Conn.,  C)ct.  9,  1769,  and  died  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
April  24,  1868,  aged  ninety-eight  years,  six  months, 
fifteen  days.  Joseph  Burrows  died  at  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  Nov.  28,  1850.  The  children  of  his  first  mar- 
riage were : John  R.,  horn  at  Warwick,  R.  I., 
Jan.  3,  1789,  married,  Feh.  20,  1815,  Mary  Phil- 
lips, and  died  in  Providence,  Oct.  29,  1861;  Wil- 
liam, horn  at  Warwick,  Dec.  31,  1790,  married 
Lvdia  Carev,  and  died  at  W arwick,  Nov.  9,  1848; 
Joseph  (2)’;  Benjamin,  horn  at  Warwick,  Jan.  2, 
1796,  married  Hannah  Arnold;  Amy,  horn  Sept. 
4,  1797,  married  Charles  Chace  and  died  in  War- 
wick, Sept.  30,  1865;  Edward,  horn  Oct.  28,  1800, 
married  Sarah  A.  Gihbs,  Oct.  18,  1825,  and  they 
died,  she  Nov.  27,  1850,  and  he  at  Providence, 
Sept.  16,  1850.  To  the  marriage  of  Joseph  and 
Henrietta  (Rice)  Burrows  was  horn  hut  one  child, 
Sarah,  born  at  W arwick,  Nov.  19,  1804,  who  mar- 
ried Ichahod  Potter,  and  died  Nov.  30,  1847.  The 
third  union  of  Joseph  Burrows  was  blessed  with 
two  children,  namely:  IMary  E.,  horn  at  Warwick, 
June  29,  1809.  who  married  June  23,  1832,  Latham 
h'itch,  and  I'anny,  horn  July  7,  1813. 

(VII)  Fanny  (Burrows)  Hoar,  daughter  of 


Joseph  and  I'rances  Burrows,  was  horu  iu  ^\’ar- 
wick,  July  7,  1813,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1832,  was  mar- 
ried to  Lewis  1’.  1 loar.  Their  children  were : 
Eliza  B.,  horn  March  8,  1834;  Harriet  B.,  Dec.  2t, 
1836;  Lewis  T.,  h'eh.  18,  1839;  fi'anny  B.,  March 
7,  1841  (died  h'eh.  7,  1863)  ; William,  Eel).  10, 
1843;  Mary  B.,  April  6,  1845;  Joseph  B.,  Nov.  21, 
1848;  and  Charles  S.,  May  27,  1856. 

(VII)  Joseph  Burrows  (2),  son  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  Burrows,  was  horn  in  Warwick,  July  14. 
1793.  On  Oct.  15,  1815,  he  married  Maria  Gerauld, 
horn  in  Warwick,  March  19,  1796,  daughter  of 
Caleb  and  Roby  Gerauld,  of  East  Greenwich.  She 
died  in  Providence,  May  8,  1847,  mother  of  the 
following  family : Caleb  G.,  horn  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Alarch  4,  1817,  married  (first)  Oct.  15,  1838, 
Elizabeth  Holmes,  and  (second)  Jan.  27,  1869, 
Maria  L.  Gihson,  who  died  Sept.  5,  1904,  and  he 
died  Nov.  23,  1894;  Henrietta  Rice  was  horn  Nov. 
26,  1818,  in  Providence  ; Jnlia  Ann  Gerauld,  horn  in 
Providence,  April  8,  1822,  married  Nov.  9,  1840, 
George  W.  Hayward,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1891, 
survived  by  Joseph  B.  Hayward  of  Pawtuxet  and 
George  W'.,  of  New  York;  Maria  G.,  horn  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  T.,  July  22,  1824,  married  Oct.  20,  1852, 
John  R.  Tillinghast,  son  of  Phili])  and  Lydia  W’. 
Tillinghast,  and  he  died  Dec.  29,  1873;  Roby,  horn 
in  Providence,  Sept.  3,  1826,  died  in  Providence, 
Dec.  19,  1827;  Almira,  born  in  Providence,  Sept. 
II,  1828,  died  in  Providence,  IMarch  22.  1854;  Jo- 
seph R.,  born  in  Providence,  Nov.  21,  1830,  served 
in  the  loth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  in  the  Civil 
War,  and  died  in  Providence,  Dec.  8,  1862;  Daniel, 
horn  in  Providence,  Feh.  28,  1834,  married  Nov. 
14,  1861,  Mary  A.  Davis,  daughter  of  Asa  W.  and 
IMary  T.  (Plohnes)  Davis,  who  died  June  5,  1903; 
and  George,  horn  in  Providence,  Oct.  30,  1836, 
died  in  Providence,  July  19,  1839.  Joseph  Bur- 
rows (2)  married  (second)  July  19,  1849,  Rhoda 
Knowlton,  and  (third)  ^lay  30,  1866,  Isabella  R. 
H.  Sullivan. 

Joseph  Burrows  (2)  received  but  a limited  edu- 
cation and  at  an  early  age  was  apprenticed  to  a 
carpenter  from  whom  he  learned  his  trade.  While 
still  young  he  went  to  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.,  and  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  John  R.,  carried  on  his 
trade.  Owing  to  a somewhat  small  incident  which 
occurred  in  letting  the  contract  for  the  building  of 
the  bank  in  that  place,  the  whole  course  of  Mr. 
Burrows’  life  was  changed,  for,  on  account  of  that, 
he  resolved  to  renounce  permanently  Pawtuxet  as 
a home  and  remove  to  Providence.  This  he  did 
about  1816  or  1817.  His  first  winter  in  Providence 
was  one  of  privation  and  hardship  for  himself  and 
his  small  family.  V'ork  was  hard  to  obtain,  but 
he  was  one  who,  when  he  had  ])Ut  his  hand  to  the 
plow,  never  turned  backward.  While  he  en- 
countered many  difficulties  he  never  thought  of 
giving  up,  keeping  on  his  search  for  emiiloyment 
in  his  line  if  possible,  if  not.  in  some  other.  Finally 
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he  found  work  at  one  dollar  a day  at  Indian  Point, 
his  wages  to  be  paid  in  a lump  sum  in  the  spring. 
Considering  this  better  than  nothing,  he  accepted, 
and  later  on,  after  he  had  acquired  his  home  at 
what  is  now  No.  205  Broad  street,  where  he  built 
a small  shop  in  the  rear,  he  followed  the  same 
policy,  working  in  the  shoj)  for  twenty-five  cents  a 
day  when  nothing  better  ofifered,  saying  that  this 
was  just  that  much  better  than  being  idle.  Such 
was  the  philosophy  which  permeated  and  ruled  the 
whole  life  of  Joseph  Burrows,  and  made  of  him  one 
of  the  strong,  interesting  characters  of  Providence, 
in  his  time. 

In  1818,  after  many  difficulties,  he  succeeded  in 
building  the  home  in  which  his  daughters  now 
live,  and  in  which  his  daughter  Henrietta  was  the 
first  of  his  children  to  he  born,  and  in  which  she 
has  spent  her  wdiole  life.  In  1836  he  embarked  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Providence,  with  his  son, 
Caleb  (1.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Joseph  Burrows 
N Son,  which  business  he  carried  on  successfully 
until  about  1854,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son  Jo- 
seph R.  Burrows. 

Either  during  this  time  or  prior  to  it,  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Providence, 
] Ic  purchasecl  his  goods  usually  of  a i\[r.  Belcher,  an 
importer,  hut  he  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  could  import  his  own  stock  just  as  cheaply,  and 
he  was  the  first  hardware  merchant  to  prove  it  in 
Providence.  In  politics  he  was  always  a stanch 
Whig,  and  represented  his  ward  in  the  common 
council  during  1844,  1846,  and  he  was 

also  a representative  from  I’rovidence  in  the  (len- 
eral  .Vssembl}-.  He  was  an  active  participant  in 
the  Dorr  war,  and  a strong  supporter  of  law  and 
order.  His  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  he 
was  a man  of  strength  of  purpose  and  strong  con- 
victions. 

It  was  his  pleasure  to  give  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  young  men,  and  he  often  consented  to  go 
on  their  bonds  for  considerable  sums.  I'or  fifty 
years  he  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Central  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Providence,  he  and  his  wife  uniting 
with  that  body  Xov.  21,  1827,  coming  from  the  hdrst 
Baptist  Church.  He  took  a deep  interest  in  religious 
work,  and  was  an  active  sujijiorter  of  the  church’s 
cnter])rises.  Although  not  in  the  general  sense 
widely  read,  he  was  a man  of  unusual  intelligence, 
and  a great  Bible  student.  Among  his  friends  and 
contemporaries  were  such  men  as  William  Sheldon, 
president  of  the  Roger  Williams  Bank ; Duty 
Greene,  the  apothecary ; Whlliam  A.  Howard  and 
Esq.  Knight. 

It  was'  said  of  IMr.  Burrows  by  one  who  knew 
him  well  that  “he  was  a man  of  the  olden  tyj)e, 
hardy,  honest,  brave ; he  knew  not  how  to  resort 
to  the  tricks  of  trade  or  to  enter  into  the  numerous 
devious  i)aths  in  order  to  become  suddenly  rich, 
and  yet  he  was  blessed  with  a competency  of  this 
world's  goods  and  also  with  the  spirit  of  content- 
ment." Horn  as  he  was,  only  about  three  years 


after  Rhode  Island  became  a State,  and  only  about 
four  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Xational  Consti- 
tution,  he  lived  to  see  the  changes  wrought  by  nearlv 
a century  of  progress.  Although  in  his  early  year'f^ 
life  presented  to  him  the  rough  and  seamy  side,  his 
latter  years  were  crowned  with  peace,  contentment 
and  honor.  In  his  reminiscent  moods  it  was  very 
interesting  to  hear  him  recount  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  around  him.  He  saw  Providence 
grow  from  a village  to  a city  of  a hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  he  delighted  to  tell  of  the 
scenes  that  had  been  enacted  there  for  three  quar- 
ters of  a century.  He  died  in  Providence,  Oct.  15, 
1879,  eighty-seventh  year.  His  children  are 

all  much  like  him — kind,  courteous,  pleasant  in 
manner — and  even  the  passing  strailger  leaves 
them  with  the  kindliest  recollections. 

(VIII)  Daniel  Burrows,  son  of  Joseph  (2), 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence, 
completing  his  course  at  the  age  of  seventeen  vears. 
He  then  took  a course  in  bookkeeping  with  A.  G. 
Scholfield,  afterward  becoming  clerk  for  a mercan- 
tile firm  in  Providence,  at  fifty  dollars  a year,  and 
subsequently  accepting  another  position  at  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  a week,  this  being  increased  to 
five  dollars  a week  by  his  next  employer,  George 
A.  Howard,  His  next  position  was  with  Hartwell, 
Dudley  & Co.,  at  three  dollars  more  a week,  and 
with  this  firm  he  remained  for  five  years  or  until 
his  health  failed. 

h'ollowing  the  regaining  of  his  health,  Mr.  Bur- 
rows went  into  the  furniture  business  on  his  own 
account, , forming  a partnership  with  his  cousin. 
Ephraim  A.  Burrows,  the  firm  being  known  as  E. 
A.  & I).  Burrows,  and  located  opposite  the  Boston 
store  on  Westminster  street.  After  a continuance 
in  this  line  for  about  five  years,  he  then  entered 
the  wholesale  clothing  business,  the  firm  being 
Greene  & Burrows.  In  1875  he  gave  up  this  line 
of  business  entirely,  and  became  a public  account- 
ant and  auditor,  giving  especial  attention  to  badly 
tangled  accounts  and  litigated  contests.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  he  has  been  retained  by  a number 
of  the  leading  business  firms  of  the  city  and  vicin- 
ity to  audit  annually  or  semi-annually  their  books. 
i\lr.  Burrows  was  the  first  public  accountant  in 
Providence,  and  in  length  of  time  is  the  oldest  in 
the  State.  In  1878  he  was  appointed  by  the  court 
receiver  of  the  Grocers’  & Producers’  Bank,  which 
seemed  almost  wholly  insolvent,  but  with  his  skill 
in  six  months  all  liabilities  were  paid  to  the  deposi- 
tors with  six  ])er  cent,  interest,  and  within  two 
and  one-half  years  he  was  able  to  pay  eleven  per 
cent,  to  the  stockholders.  He  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  receiver  in  Rhode  Island  who  set- 
tled his  account  in  full,  and  on  the  occasion  the 
Providence  Joitnial  made  congratulatory  comment 
on  the  achievement. 

On  Xov.  14,  1861,  ]\Ir.  Daniel  Burrows  was 
married  to  IMary  A.  Davis,  daughter  of  Asa  W.  and 
IMary  T.  (Holmes)  Davis.  To  this  union  were 
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born  two  children:  Joseph  K..  hen-n  Xov.  30,  1862; 
and  Herbert  L.,  born  A]M-il  8,  1868,  who  died  Alareli 
15,  1902. 

CEORCJ^  HENRY  LINCOLN,  founder  and 
proprietor  of  the  Elmwood  Rox  Company,  of  Prov- 
idence, and  a well  known  resident  of  the  city,  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Hinj^ham,  iMass,,  branch  of  the 
Lincoln  family. 

The  name  of  Lincoln  is  an  old  one  in  New 
Enj^land  history,  and  the  family  a numerous  one, 
and  especially  so  has  this  been  in  and  about  the  old 
town  of  Hino^ham,  Hass,,  the  home  tOAvn  of  a nu- 
merous proj^eny  for  approximately  two  hundred 
and  seventy  years.  Ami  for  more  than  one  hun- 
dred years  before  the  first  comings  of  the  Lincolns 
to  New  England,  the  name  had  been  a common  one 
in  Hin"ham.  County  of  Norfolk,  England.  The 
same  Christian  names  which  appeared  quite  fre- 
quently among  the  baptisms  registered  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  St.  Andrew’s  Church  in  Old  Hingham,  occur 
here,  and  there  is  scarcely  a doubt,  says  one  who 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  genealogy 
of  this  and  other  families  of  Plingham.  Mass.,  that 
the  surname  Idncoln  originated  in  the  County  of 
Norfolk.  England,  and  that  it  is  more,  than  prob- 
able, judgin.g  from  the  recent  examination  of  St. 
.Andrew's  Church  records,  that  the  place  of  their 
abode  prior  to  the  seventeenth  century,  with,  per- 
haps, one  exception,  was  at  Old  Hingham. 

Among  the  earlier  settlers  of  our  New  England 
Hingham  Lincolns  there  were  eight  persons  of  the 
name,  of  whom  mention  is  made  upon  the  records 
of  the  town.  There  were  Daniel  Lincoln,  the  hus- 
bandman, and  his  brothers  Samuel  and  Thomas 
(the  weaver)  : Daniel  T.incoln,  known  as  “the 
young  man”  and  as  “sergeant  and  boatman” ; 
Stephen  Lincoln  and  his  brother  Thomas  (the  hus- 
bandman) ; Thomas  Lincoln,  the  cooper:  and 
Thomas  Idncoln,  the  miller. 

One  of  these,  Samuel  I.incoln,  who  came  from 
the  County  of  Norfolk,  England,  in  1637— prob- 
ably from  the  town  of  Hingham — at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  was  the  ancestor  of  President  Abra- 
ham Tdncoln.  and  also  of  the  Governors  Levi  Tdn- 
coln.  father  and  son,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Enoch 
Lincoln,  Governor  of  IMaine. 

Here  in  this  ancient  ^Massachusetts  town  of 
Hingham  lived  the  forefathers  of  the  Providence 
branch  of  the  Lincolns,  whose  head  was  the  late 
Samuel  Idncoln,  of  Providence,  wdiose  birthplace 
was  in  Hingham.  and  his  father.  Caleb  Lincoln,  of 
that  town.  This  Providence  branch  of  the  iMassa- 
chusetts  Lincolns  became  allied  by  marriage  with 
some  of  the  early  and  prominent  ^Massachusetts 
families,  later  generations  of  which  settled  in  Rhode 
Island,  where  for  generations  some  of  their  de- 
scendants have  been  especiallv  prominent  in  the 
business  and  social,  as  well  as  in  the  public,  life  of 
their  several  communities. 

Caleb  Lincoln,  grandfather  of  George  H.  Lin- 


coln. was  born  in  1780.  Ry  occuj^ation  he  was  a 
millwright,  and  he  did  a great  deal  of  work  in  his 
line  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  He  de- 
voted the  latter  years  of  his  life  to  farming  and 
he  resided  at  Cohasset,  iMass.,  where  he  died  in 
1856.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Nancy  Rick- 
nell,  and  second  to  Lucy  Robbins.  Ry  the  first 
marriage  there  were  four  children,  and  by  the  sec- 
ond there  was  a large  family.  The  children  bv  the 
first  wife  were:  Sarah,  born  Se])t.  7.  1803.  mar- 
ried Caleb  Pratt  and  resided  at  Cohasset : Nancy, 
born  Oct.  7,  1807,  married  Rufus  Dickinson : 

Thomas,  born  Nov.  7,  1809;  and  Samuel,  born  Dec. 
7,  1811,  married  (first)  Hannah  Perry  and  (sec- 
ond) Olive  Cook,  and  for  a time  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Providence,  later  being  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  Thomas  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  soap,  until  his  death,  Dec.  21,  1859. 

Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  George  IT.  and  son 
of  Caleb  and  Nancy  (Ricknell)  Lincoln,  was  born 
Nov.  7,  i8ck).  in  Dorchester,  iMass..  and  when  he 
was  five  years  of  age  his  mother  died.  At  an  early 
age  he  was  placed  in  the  homes  of  families  in  M’a- 
tertown,  aniong  them  the  family  of  James  Rob- 
bins, one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  place,  with 
whom  young  Lincoln  resided  from  1823  until  1830. 
Mr.  Robbins  was  a soap  manufacturer  and  the  boy 
learned  the  trade,  other  apprentices  there  at  the 
time  being  Henry  L.  and  Hiram  Kendall,  who 
were  to  become  in  after  years  well-known  manu- 
facturers in  that  line.  In  1830  Thomas  Lincoln 
went  to  East  Cambridge,  Alass.,  and  was  employed 
in  the  large  soap  factory  of  E.  A.  and  W.  Win- 
chester, continuing  there  until  October,  1836.  at 
which  time  he  located  in  Providence,  and  in  com- 
]:)any  with  S.  R.  J^ickson,  under  the  name  of  S.  R. 
Jackson  & Co.,  began  the  manufacture  of  family 
and  mill  soap,  on  Ryron  street.  i\Ir.  Lincoln  being 
the  practical  soap  maker.  At  this  time  all  of  the 
work  was  done  by  manual  labor,  and  the  amount 
of  work  turned  out  by  the  firm  at  that  time  was 
remarkable.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
i\Iay,  1853,  and  Samuel  Lincoln,  a brother  of 
Thomas,  became  a partner  under  the  firm  name  of 
T.  & S.  Lincoln,  wdiich  continued  until  the  death 
of  Samuel  Lincoln  in  1859.  short  time  later 
Erancis  S.  and  George  H.  Lincoln,  sons  of  Thomas, 
were  admitted  and  the  same  firm  name  of  T.  & S. 
Lincoln  was  continued.  In  1866  Thomas  Lincoln 
withdrew^  from  active  business  and  lived  retired 
until  his  death.  IMarch  17,  1891  : he  was  buried  at 
Swan  Point.  IMr.  Lincoln  was  an  Andrew  Jackson 
Democrat,  and  a member  of  the  common  council 
from  the  Sixth  ward  from  1853  to  1862.  He  was 
a charter  member  of  the  Second  Lhiiver.salist 
Church.  His  residence  at  No.  368  Pine  street  was 
erected  by  him  in  1845.  L-incoln  was  a kind- 

hearted.  old-fashioned  gentleman,  of  an  easy,  for- 
giving nature,  verv  quiet  in  manner  and  tastes, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  had  an  enemy  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 
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.Mr.  Lincoln  was  married  Dec.  3 (Thanksgiving 
Day),  1835,  M'atertown,  Mass.,  to  Lucy 
Coolidge  Stone,  born  in  that  town,  July  8,  1815. 
(laughter  of  A.sa  and  iMary  (Coolidge)  Stone.  Asa 
Stone  was  born  in  Newtown,  IMass.,  and  died  at  Wa- 
tertown in  1862  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and  his 
wife,  born  at  Watertown,  died  in  Providence  in 
1872,  aged  ninety  years.  Mrs.  Lincoln  resides  at 
the  home  on  Pine  street,  remarkably  active  and 
well-]n-eserved  for  her  years.  She  has  a distinct 
recollection  of  seeing  T.aFayette  when  he  visited 
the  United  States  in  1824,  and  was  present  at  the 
laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill  mon- 
ument, being  also  jn-esent  at  the  time  of  its  dedica- 
tion. She  united  with  the  Unitarian  Church  at 
^\'atertown  in  girlhood,  and  is  at  this  time  the  old- 
est living  member,  a distinction  that  akso  belonged 
to  her  mother  at  the  time  of  the  latter’s  death.  The 
children  born  to  iMr.  and  Airs.  luncoln  were:  (t) 
Francis  Stone,  born  .Sept,  tt,  1836,  who  died  Mav 
5.  in  the  soap  manufacturing  business 

first  with  his  father,  later  with  his  brothers  George 
11.  and  Thomas  Al.,  and  finally  under  the  name  of 
the  Lincoln  Alannfactnring  Company.  He  mar- 
ried Alarv  F.  Cottrell,  of  Newport,  R.  L,  who  died 
in  1877.  leaving  two  daughters,  Annie  C..  now  the 
wife  of  Edwin  L.  Barney.  Jr.,  of  Providence  : and 
Alary  E..  a teacher  in  the  Providence  public 
schools.  (2)  George  Henrv  was  born  Nov.  t8, 
(3)  Emma  Bicknell  Avas  born  .Se])t.  tq, 
184T.  (4)  Thomas  Alanson.  born  Dec.  29,  1843, 
was  for  some  years  in  the  soap  manufacturing 
business,  but  is  now  connected  with  the  Elmwood 
Box  Company.  He  married  Augusta  Eugenia 
Prentice,  and  they  have  one  son,  I.ouis  AL,  who 
married  Emeline  Taft,  niece  of  ex-Governor  Taft, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Helen  E.  (5)  Lydia 
Alaria.  born  Sept,  tq,  1846.  married  Herbert 
Al.  Kimball,  of  Providence,  and  they  had  one  son. 
Herbert  Lincoln,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months.  (6)  Richmond  Jackson,  born  Jan.  3, 
1849.  died  Nov.  23.  1906.  (7)  Charles  Edward. 'a 
reporter  for  the  Providence  Journal  and  special 
correspondent  do  the  Boston  Herald,  born  Afarch 
10.  1853.  married  (first)  Julia  Af.  Ross,  and  had 
three  sons,  of  whom  Erank  B.  is  the  onlv  survivor; 
his  second  wife,  Ada,  bore  him  one  daughter, 
Hope  K. 

George  Henry  Lincoln  was  born  in  Providence, 
Nov.  t8.  1838,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
Summer  street  grammar  school  under  Hon.  Amos 
Perry.  On  Eeb.  9.  i860,  he  embarked  in  the  soap 
mannfaetnring  business  with  his  father  and  brother 
Erancis  Al.,  they  continuing  to.gether  until  1866. 
when  the  father  withdrew.  The  brothers  carried 
on  the  business  under  the  name  of  T.  & S.  Lin- 
coln until  1876.  when  George  H.  left  the  firm  to 
engage  in  the  paper  box  manufacturing  business 
under  the  firm  .style  of  Elmwood  Box  Company. 
Since  Jnlv  i.  t88t,  he  has  been  located  at  No.  it8 


Elmwood  avenue,  carrying  on  his  business  with 
much  success. 

On  Nov.  23,  1859,  Air.  Lincoln  was  married  in 
Providence  by  Rev.  Dr.  Waterman,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Henshaw,  to  Clarissa  Emily  Greenwood, 
born  April  15.  1843.  i’”*  Attleboro,  Alass.,  daughter 
of  James  and  Rosina  (Wright)  Greenwood.  James 
Greenwood  was  a native  of  Alanchester,  England, 
where  he  was  married,  and  was  engaged  as  a cotton 
manufacturer  at  Attleboro,  Alass.  In  1847  went 
to  New  AMrk  on  a business  trip,  and  as  he  had  a 
large  amount  of  money  with  him.  it  is  thought  that 
he  met  with  foul  play,  as  no  tidings  were  ever  re- 
ceived from  him  thereafter.  I"onr  children  were 
born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Lincoln,  as  follows:  Henry 
Greenwood,  born  Alay  14,  1861,  and  now  in  the 
employ  of  B.  B.  & R.  Knight,  married  Harriet 
Gardner : Lucy  Coolidge,  born  Nov.  22,  1862,  mar- 
ried A.  Tingley  M'all,  a manufacturer  of  rolled 
gold  plate  and  wire,  of  Providence,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Helen  Lincoln,  Constance  Cole  and 
Ashbel  Tingley:  Alinerva  MTight,  born  Dec,  29, 
i86(y  married  Charles  MTed  North,  superintendent 
of  tlie  National  Ring  Traveler  Company,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Alildred  Brown  and  Howard 
Lincoln  ; and  Howard  Bicknell,  born  Oct.  3,  1871, 
died  Alarch  17.  1872. 

In  political  matters  Air.  Lincoln  is  a Democrat. 

He  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  belonging  as 
a charter  member  and  past  master  to  Orpheus 
Lodge,  No.  36,  A.  E.  & A.  AT,  and  is  a 
member  of  Providence  Chapter,  Providence 
Council,  Calvary  Commandery ; he  has  taken  all  the 
Scottish  Rite  degrees,  having  reached  the  thirty-sec- 
ond. Air.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  original  members 
when  Scottish  Rite  Alasonry  was  introduced  in 
Providence  in  1868.  He  is  a member  of  tbe  Society 
of  Colonial  M’ars,  while  his  daughters  are  connected 
with  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  and  Airs.  North 
is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution. 

Air.  Lincoln  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  having  been  confirmed  on  Whit-Sundav, 
1858,  by  Bishop  Clark.  He  ivas  for  some  years 
treasurer  of  St.  Andrew’s  (now  All  Saints  Alemo- 
rial  ) Episcopal  Church,  was  a charter  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  and  has  served  as 
clerk  and  vestryman  since  its  organization  in  1873. 

Eor  the  past  forty-seven  years  Air.  Lincoln  has 
been  organist  for  dififerent  churches,  and  for  the 
past  seventeen  years  has  been  choirmaster  and  or- 
ganist of  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany.  His  musical 
instruction  was  secured  in  Providence,  one  pf  his 
teachers  being  the  famous  organist.  Dr.  Cutler.  Air. 
Lincoln  was  a member  of  the  Boys’  Choir  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  organized  in  1858,  which  was 
the  second  boys’  choir  organized  in  this  country. 

(3EORGE  OTIS  BLTGH,  a successful  agri^[  ^ 
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eral  generations  resident  in  Rhode  Island.  He  is 
a grandson  of  James  J’ligh,  who  was  one  of  several 
children,  one  of  whom,  Lydia,  married  into  the 
well-known  Angell  family.  James  Bligh  was  the 
father  of  children  as  follows  : Otis  W.  is  mentioned 
below ; Stephen,  wdio  followed  a sea-faring  life, 
it  is  supposed  was  lost  with  a vessel  reported 
captured  by  pirates ; Patience  and  Prudence  were 
twins,  the  former  of  whom  married  Sterry  Watson, 
of  Nayatt  Point,  wdicre  the  old  home,  a stone  house, 
is  still  standing  and  occui)ied  by  their  descendants, 
and  their  children  were:  Shearjashub,  John, 
Henry,  Robert,  IMary,  Charlotte  and  Anna,  of 
whom  John  lives  in  Providence,  and  Robert  at  the 
homestead,  as  did  also  Wary  until  her  death  Feb. 
13,-  190/'  Rrudence  (mentioned  above  as  twin  to 
Patience)  married  Capt.  John  Joyce,  com- 
mander of  a vessel  making  deep  sea  voyages  from 
W'arren,  R.  L.  and  they  left  no  descendants. 

(^tis  Washington  Bligh  was  born  in  August, 
1803,  in  Warren,  where  he  lived  until  about  the  age 
of  fifteen  years.  He  often  related  his  experience 
in  the  great  storm  or  tidal  wave  which  created  such 
great  havoc  in  Rhode  Island  in  1815.  When  but  a 
child  he  was  bound  out  to  a man  wdio  ill  treated  him, 
and  as  soon  as  he  felt  capable  of  doing  so  he  ran 
away.  For  some  years  he  was  located  at  various 
points,  accepting  such  labor  as  he  could  procure. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  for  which  he 
showed  great  aptitude,  and  in  connection  with 
farming  was  employed  at  it  for  some  sixty  or  sev- 
enty years.  In  the  course  of  his  travels  he  visited 
Burrillville,  R.  L.  and  in  1836  he  married  Lydia 
Esten,  born  in  1814.  only  daughter  of  John  and 
Sylvia  (Walling)  Esten,  and  granddaughter  of 
Judge  John  Esten,  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
family.  She  died  Dec.  9,  1889.  She  was  of  an 
exceedingly  industrious  nature,  and  was  a good 
wife  and  mother.  In  1837  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bligh 
located  u])on  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  their 
son,  George  O.,  and  a few  years  later  they  pur- 
chased same.  They  carefully  husbanded  their  re- 
sources, and  they  were  enabled  to  carefully  invest 
their  savings  in  additions  to  the  original  tract,  until 
they  accumulated  seventy-five  acres  of  good  land 
with  substantial  buildin.gs.  Mr.  Bligh  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  community.  He  was  commissioned  major 
in  the  militia,  and  took  a very  prominent  part  in 
the  so-caller  Dorr  war,  being  a strong  partisan  of 
Mr.  Dorr.  He  w'as  frequently  elected  to  official 
position,  and  at  one  time  was  president  of  the  Bur- 
rillville town  council.  He  stood  six  feet  tall,  and 
weighed  more  than  two  hundred  pounds.  He  was 
very  tenacious  of  his  opinion,  and  would  stand  for 
the  right  as  he  believed  it  in  spite  of  all  argument 
or  influence.  He  was,  however,  not  hasty  in  his 
decisions,  and  assumed  no  position  without  deep 
consideration.  He  was  honest  and  fair  in  his  deal- 
ings with  all  men.  and  his  private  life  was  above 
reproach.  He  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty 


3'ears,  two  months,  twelve  days,  entering  into  rest 
Nov.  10,  1883.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bligh  were  born  : 
James  ().,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half 
years;  Stephen  Esten,  born  in  1839,  who  married 
IMary  \\'at.son  and  died  April  22,  1867,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Mary,  living  at  Nayatt  Point,  R.  I. ; James 
Jo3xe,  who  married  Caroline  Berryman,  and  died 
in  1874,  survived  1)3^  his  wife  and  a daughter,  Lil- 
lian ; Sylvia,  who  died  unmarried  in  January,  1870; 
Ldy,  who  died  in  infancy;  George  '().,  horn  Sept, 
ir,  1848;  Julia  Ann,  who  died  in  1866;  and  Marv 
Ellen,  who  died  in  1878. 

George  Otis  Bligh.  born  at  the  homestead  in 
Burrillville. ^ Sept,  ii,  1848,  attended  the  district 
schools  during  the  months  in  which  sessions  were 
held.  His  father  was  of  an  exceedinglv  energetic 
nature,  and  had  begun  the  earnest  toil  of  life  at 
tender  years,  so  he  early  instilled  in  the  mind  of 
George  O.  the  necessity  of  hard  and  continued 
labor,  and  when  the  lad  was  not  yet  six  years  of 
age.  he  had  a specially  made  smah  rake  and  fork, 
and  took  his  place  in  the  hay  field,  ever  after  ren- 
dering good  account.  He  has  remained  on  or  near 
the  homestead  nearly  all  his  life,  though  at  various 
times  he  went  on  fishing  and  coasting-  expeditions, 
the  last  of  which  was  in  1873,  when  at  the  solici- 
tation of  his  parents  ho  settled  down  on  the  home 
place  and  save  when  employed  by  neighbors,  to 
assist  in  their  work,  he  has  confined  his  labors  to 
the  farm. 

On  Oct.  9,  1876,  IMr.  Bligh  married  IMiss  Mar- 
tha A.  Keniston,  born  Aug.  15,  1855,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  Keniston.  of  Upton,  INIass.  She  died 
IMay  T.  1903.  She  was  a lady  of  much  culture  and 
refinement,  and  was  the  able  assistant  of  her  hus- 
band. Five  children  were  born  to  \lr.  and  Mrs. 
Bligh.  namely:  Eldora  E.,  born  Sept.  13,  1877. 
who  married  Ernest  D.  Greene,  and  resides  at  Fox- 
boro,  Mass.,  and  is  an  efficient  professional  nurse, 
a graduate  of  the  Boston  Homeopathic  Hospital : 
John  Otis,  born  April  29.  1879,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Consolidated  Railway  Companv,  residing  in  Provi- 
dence, who  married  IMary  E.  Dean,  and  has  chil- 
dren, Charles  Harold  and'  IMartha  IMay:  Sylvia  G.. 
born  Aug.  28,  1880.  at  home;  Charles  R.,  horn 
Aug.  TO.  1882,  who  died  Jan.  6,  1886;  and  Caroline 
L.,  l)orn  Sept.  t8,  1884,  who  died  Dec.  8,  1884.  In 
September.  1873,  Mr.  Bligh  became  a member  of 
Friendship  Lodge  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Chep- 
achet,  and  was  elected  master  of  the  lodge  in  Sep- 
tember. T902.  serving  one  year.  He  has  filled 
several  of  the  chairs. 

'Sir.  Bligh  is  a Democrat,  hut  has  taken  no  ac- 
tive interest  in  political  matters  other  than  the  cast- 
ing of  his  vote.  He  is  regarded  most  highly  by  all. 
and  ranks  high  as  an  agriculturist,  his  well-kept 
fields  attesting  to  his  intelligently  directed  industry. 

PERRY  GIFFORD  CASE,  for  twenty-five 
3-ears  a member  of  the  building  and  contracting 
firm  of  P.  G.  Case  & Co.,  of  Newport,  had  high 
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standing-  as  a l)usiness  man,  was  for  several  years 
a member  of  the  city  council  and  was  long-  identi- 
fied with  some  of  the  financial  institutions  of  that 
city.  He  was  pronfinent  and  influential  in  the  com- 
munity for  a long  period. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Perry  Gifford  Case 
was  Whlliam  Case,  and  his  grandfather  was  W’an- 
ton  Case,  who  was  born  in  Westport  Point,  Hass., 
where  he  passed  away  aged  ninety-five  years.  He 
was  engaged  in  farming  all  his  active  life.  On 
Nov.  24,  1769,  Wanton  Case  married,  probably  in 
Tiverton,  R.  I.  (as  his  marriage  is  of  record  there), 
Sarah  Wood,  daughter  of  George  Wood,  of  Dart- 
mouth, i\Iass.,  and  to  this  union  were  born  children 
as  follows:  William,  John,  Wanton,  Jr.,  Pardon, 
Restcomb  and  Sarah. 

Pardon  Case,  father  of  Perry  Gifford  Case,  was 
born  in  W'estport  Point,  where  he  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1851,  aged  sixty-one  years.  He  was  a ship- 
builder and  farmer,  following  the  former  calling 
in  New  Bedford  for  many  years.  He  married  Ele- 
phel  Hacomber,  who  died  in  Westport  Point  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  iMacomber.  To  this  union  came  the  fol- 
lowing named  children : Phehe,  wife  of  Joseph 
Lawrence,  died  in  ^\Tstport ; Restcomb,  who  mar- 
ried Almy  iManchester,  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
and  died  in  I'all  River;  Perry  Gifford  is  mentioned 
further  on  ; Leander,  who  was  a carriage  painter 
bv  trade,  died  in  Fall  River,  unmarried;  Sarah 
married  Stephen  Haskins  and  died  in  New  Bed- 
ford ; Charles,  who  married  Rhoda  Smith,  resides 
in  Fall  River,  where  for  niany  years  he  was  master 
mechanic  of  the  Clohe  and  American  Print  Works ; 
]ylary  E.,  the  widow  of  George  Earle,  is  residing 
in  Fall  River  ; Lydia  Ann  married  John  Wilson,  and 
died  in  New  Bedford ; Philip  H.,  who  married 
i\[ary  Ellen  Irons,  was  engaged  in  the  clothing  bus- 
iness in  California  for  several  years,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Newport;  Susan  lives  in  New  Bedford,  the 
widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Nye. 

Perry  Gifford  Case  was  horn  April  6,  1819,  in 
\\’estport  Point,  Mass.,  and,  as  was  the  custom 
among  farmers’  boys  in  those  days,  attended  the 
district  schools  in  winter  and  assisted  with  work  on 
the  home  farm  in  summer.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  came  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  became 
an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  John 
Weeden,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then  worked  for 
Abraham  T.  Peckham  for  a time,  until  he  went  to 
Fall  River,  where  he  folloAved  his  trade  until  1864. 
In  that  year  i\Ir.  Case  returned  to  Newport,  and 
in  company  with  Frederick  A.  Allan,  Sr.,  and  Isaac 
Spooner  engaged  in  the  contracting  and  building 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  P.  G.  Case  & Co. 
This  firm  continued  in  business  successfully  until 
1889,  when  Mr.  Case  retired  from  active  pursuits. 
Fie  was  a n-ian  of  genial  manner,  which  won  for 
him  many  friends.  He  was  fond  of  his  home  and 
much  devoted  to  his  family  and  attended  the  Cen- 


tral Baptist  Church.  In  politics  a stanch  Republi- 
can, he  was  elected  as  such  to  the  city  council  for 
several  years.  Mr.  Case  was  a director  and  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank,  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  vice-president 
of  the  Island  Savings  Bank  of  Newport  for  a num- 
ber of  years. 

In  1843  Case  was  married  (first)  to  Caro- 
line Shaw,  daughter  of  George  Shaw,  of  Newport, 
where  she  died  in  October,  1868.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  viz. : George  Pardon, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months ; Caroline, 
who  died  in  infancy ; and  Philip  Henry,  who  died 
in  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  in  1892,  aged  forty  years. 
The  last  named  graduated  from  Brow-n  University 
in  1874,  and  being  in  poor  health  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  California.  He  married  Helen  Sackett 
Brastow,  daughter  of  Henry  Billings  Brastow,  of 
Ih-ovidence,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  came  two  sons: 
Perry  C.,  horn  Nov.  i,  1880,  who  died  Sept.  19, 
1906,  in  Santa  Barbara.  Cal.,  where  he  was  teller 
in  a bank;  and  Philij)  B..  born  June  21,  1883,  in 
Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  who  graduated  from  the  Rog- 
ers high  school  in  Newport  in  1904,  and  now  re- 
sides in  iMiddletown,  Rhode  Island. 

On  March  28,  1872,  Mr.  Case  married  (second) 
iVIartha  West  Sherman,  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Julia  (White)  Sherman,  of  Newport,  where  Mr. 
Sherman  was  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Case  sur- 
vives her  husband,  who  passed  away  in  Newport 
on  i\Iarch  17,  1904. 

COLLINS  (Westerly,  Hopkinton,  Charles- 
town and  Richmond  families).  The  Collins  name 
has  belonged  to  Rhode  Island  since  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  family,  too,  has  Teen  one  prominent  in  the 
State’s  commercial,  professional  and  public  life. 
Arnold  Collins  was  a resident  of  Newport  as  early 
as  1690;  and  Elizu  Collins,  of  Warwick,  1644. 
Plenry  Collins,  a son  of  Arnold,  \vas  a wealthy  and 
distinguished  merchant  of  Newport,  a man  who 
was  liberally  educated,  having  been  sent  to  Eng- 
land for  that  purpose,  and  he,  a man  of  culture  and 
polish,  is  said  to  have  been  as  liberal  as  he  was  in- 
telligent. Hon.  John  Collins,  another  native  of 
Newport,  was  a most  active  patriot  and  champion 
of  the  cause  of  American  Independence,  was  one 
of  a committee  sent  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
September,  1776,  to  Gen.  \Vashington  to  inform 
him  of  the  condition  of  the  Colony  and  obtain  his 
views  as  to  the  best  method  to  adopt  for  its  defense. 
He.  too,  was  several  times  a Representative  in 
Congress  and  Governor  of  the  State.  Then  there 
were  the  two  fohn  Collinses,  father  and  son,  both 
ministers  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  one,  the 
younger,  distinguished  in  the  calling ; and  from  the 
old  Hopkinton  settlement  came  to  Providence 
George  Lewis  Collins,  also  a Friend,  who  rose  to 
eminence  in  his  profession — the  medical — repre- 
senting the  State  Association  at  the  International 
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Congress  held  at  Paris.  France.  1867:  at  New  Or- 
leans, 1869;  and  at  San  Francisco  in  1871. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  give  only 
and  briefly  something  of  the  family  history  and 
lineage  of  the  special  branch  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Collinses  of  the  territory  of  Westerly  out  of  which 
came  the  several  towns  named  in  the  foregoing. 
A\'hen  Roman  numerals  appear  in  the  following 
matter  generations  are  indicated  from  the  emigrant 
settler. 

( I)  Henry  Collins,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  with  wife 
Anna  and  four  children,  Henry,  John,  iMary  and 
loseph,  all  born  in  England,  the  last  the  year  they 
embarked  for  America,  came  in  the  ship  “Abigail,” 
in  1635.  i\lr.  Collins  was  then  twenty-nine  years 
of  age,  his  wife,  Ann,  thirty,  and  the  eldest  three, 
five,  three  and  two  years,  respectively.  Mr.  Collins 
was  made  a freeman  in  1637.  In  1639  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Salem  Court.  He  was  occupied  as 
a starch  manufacturer  on  Essex  street,  in  Lynn, 
Mass.  He  had  a grant  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
died  in  February,  1687,  leaving  Henry,  John  and 
Joseph. 

(II)  John  Collins,  son  of  Henry,  married  and 
lived  in  Lynn,  and  there  were  born  to  them  chil- 
dren as  follows:  iMary,  born  Nov.  26,  1656;  John, 
born  Dec.  17,  1657;  Samuel,  born  May  19,  1659; 
Abigail,  born  iMarch  23,  i66t  ; John  (2),  born 
Sept.  10.  1662:  Joseph,  horn  June  6,  1664;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  8,  1666:  P)enjamin,  born  Sept.  19, 
1667;  Mary  (2),  born  Feb.  20,  1670;  Daniel,  born 
IMarch  3,  1671;  Nathaniel.  d)orn  April  i,  1672; 
Hannah,  born  April  26,  1674;  Sarah,  born  Dec. 
28,  1675;  Lois,  born  May  12,  1677;  Ali.ce,  born 
April  30,  1678;  and  William,  born  June  28,  1679. 
It  is  said  that  the  fathe»f  and  his  son  John  were 
drowned,  and  that  thereafter  the  mother  called  the 
youngest  child,  who  had  been  named  William, 
John. 

(III)  John  Collins  (2),  son  of  John,  married 
Susanna  Dagget,  and  ten  children  were  born  to 
them ; a record  of  three  is  found  in  the  town  of 
Westerly,  R.  L,  and  is  as  follows : Hezekiah,  born 
Aug.  18,  1707:  Sarah,  born  June  18,  1709;  and 
Jedediah,  born  Nov.  5,  1711.  John  Collins  was  a 
recognized  minister  in  the  Society  of  Friends. 

(IV)  John  Collins  (3),  son  of  John  (2).  born 
Dec.  12,  1716,  in  that  part  of  Westerly  which  be- 
came Charlestown,  married  IMehetabel  Bowen  (or 
Brown)  of  Voluntown,  Conn.,  and  their  children 
of  Charlestown  public  record  were : John,  born 
April  13.  1745;  Susanna,  born  Feb.  16,  1747; 
.Amos,  born  July  27,  1749:  Benjamin,  born  Sept. 
16,  175T ; Samuel,  born  April  24,  1754:  and  Sarah, 
born  Dec.  6,  1756.  John  Collins  was  a minister  in 
the  Society  of  Friends.  His  father  had  given  care 
to  his  education,  especially  in  the  principles  of  the 
Friends,  and  in  1736  the  son  publicly  professed  the 
faith  of  that  Society.  He  became  a distinguished 
preacher  in  that  faith,  and  for  many  years  sat  at 
the  head  of  the  New  England  Yearly  Aleeting. 


He  was  thoroughly  versed  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  Society,  and  he  was  strongly  opposed  to  hu- 
man slavery,  espousing  the  cause  of  the  African 
or  negro  slaves.  His  death  occurred  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  Oct.  I,  1778. 

(V)  Amos  Collins,  son  of  John  (3),  horn  July 
27,  1749,  married  Aug.  10,  1767,  Thankful  Clarke, 
both  then  of  Stonington,  Conn,  (marriage  recorded 
in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.),  and  their  chihlren  w'ere : 
Timothy,  Ahel,  Isaac,  Amos,  Susan,  Ruth,  Hannah 
and  John.  Of  these  Abel  married,  and  among  his 
children  were:  Amos,  the  “Rural  Bard”;  Isaac; 
and  Abel,  of  North  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

(VI)  Isaac  Collins,  horn  Dec.  13,  1771,  son  of 

Amos,  married  March  15,  1792.  iMary  Collins,  who 
was  born  May  i,  1774,  daughter  of  Joseph,  and 
their  children  were:  William,  born  Alay  31,  1793, 
died  Aug.  17,  1832:  Nancy,  born  in  1794,  died  Dec. 
7,  1879:  Thankful,  born  Aug.  31,  1795,  married 
I’eleg  Kenyon  on  March  3.  1814:  Amos,  born 
March  29,  1797,  died  in  December,  1872:  Mary, 
born  March  23.  1799,  died  Alay  9.  1853:  Isaac, 
born  Dec.  20.  1800.  married,  Feb.  13,  1823, 

Rachel  Kenyon,  and  died  Oct.  15.  1880: 

Catherine  Eliza,  born  Jan.  28,  1803,  married,  Oct. 
4,  1827,  John  FI.  Knowles,  and  their  son  is  Dr.  E. 
H.  Knowles,  of  North  Stonington ; Joseph,  born 
Dec.  27,  1805,  died  Aug.  12,  1874:  Ephraim  C., 
born  April  12,  1807,  married  Alary  Foster,  and 
died  April  6,  1836  : Bathsheba  died  Oct.  8,  1847; 
Dr.  Jolm  W.,  born  Aug.  15.  1811,  died  Oct.  5, 
1873;  Charles  Willetts  was  born  Alay  22,  1813; 
Thomas  J.,  born  Alarch  7,  1815,  died  Alay  6,  1896. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  Dec.  3,  1863. 
Isaac  Collins,  the  father,  was  a physician,  and  lived 
in  North  Stonington  till  after  the  hirth  of  his  son 
Isaac.  He  then  moved  into  the  town  of  Richmond, 
R.  I.,  and  after  a residence  there  of  some  eighteen 
years,  removed  to  Hopkinton,  where  he  died.  His 
son  Isaac  lived  for  years  at  Usquepaug  and  was 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  president  of 
the  Richmond  Town  Council,  etc. 

(VH)  Amos  Collins,  son  of  Isaac  and  Alary, 
born  Alarch  29.  1797,  in  North  Stonington,  owned 
property  in  Westerly,  where  his  son  Albert  B.. 
now  is.  He  was  superintendent  for  Babcock  & 
AToss,  of  Westerly,  and  for  John  E.  Weeden,  of 
Niantic.  Some  time  before  the  Civil  war,  he  re- 
tired and  bought  a farm  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  December,  1872.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig,  Free  Soiler  and  Democrat.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Burlingame,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  who 
died  in  Westerly.  Their  children  were : (i)  James 
AL,  a grocer  and  life  insurance  agent  in  Westerly, 
died  Jan.  27,  1897:  his  son,  John  E.,  is_  a 

druggist.  (2)  Amos  R..  a i)hysician,  is  married 
and  has  two  sons,  Edward,  of  Taunton.  Alass. : and 
Amos,  of  Hopedale,  Alass.  (3)  Albert  Burlingame 
was  born  Oct.  2.  1839.  ''d)  Charles  I.,  a druggist, 
died  Dec.  16,  1903,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

(VHI)  Alp.ert  Burltng.vme  Collins,  son  of 
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Amos,  spent  liis  boyhood  days  in  Westerly,  and 
attended  school  there.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  William  Wilhnr,  of  Wes- 
terly, and  spent  three  years  preparing  for  the  drug 
business.  In  i860  he  opened  in  that  line  in  the 
liouse  which  now  stands  at  the  rear  of  his  store 
on  Main  street,  and  there  continued  until  1864, 
when  he  removed  to  the  “Dixon  House,”  where 
he  was  located  for  ten  years.  Since  then  he  has 
been  located  in  his  present  store.  Under  the  laws 
of  Rhode  Island,  in  1902,  the  Albert  Ih  Collins 
Drug  Company  was  incorporated,  with  Albert  B. 
Collins  as  treasurer.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Pharmacy  since  1880.  Since  1882 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  American  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association,  and  he  is  a trustee  of  the  Rhode 
Island  College  of  Pharmacy,  his  term  being  from 
1904  to  1909. 

In  1869  Mr.  Collins  was  married  in  Westerly, 
to  iMiss  Harriet  Porter,  daughter  of  James  Id.  Por- 
ter, of  Westerly,  and  their  two  children  are:  Louis 
Burlingame,  born  [une  27,  1870,  who  married  Nov. 
2,  1896,  Nellie  diamill,  and  has  three  children,  Louis 
II.,  Rieta  and  Doris;  and  Sarah  Porter. 

HON.  DANIEL  WILBOUR,  formerly  State 
senator,  and  an  honored  resident  of  the  town  of 
Little  Compton,  who  has  spent  the  larger  part  of 
his  life  on  the  old  homestead  farm  on  the  West 
Main  road,  near  Seaconnet  Point,  was  born  at  that 
[)lace  April  3,  1838.  He  belongs  to  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  prominent  families  of  Rhode  Island, 
one  which  has  been  identified  with  Little  Comiiton 
for  generations,  the  founder  of  which  was  Sam- 
uel Wildbore,  the  first  of  this  line  in  America,  who 
was  admitted  a freeman  of  Boston  on  March  4, 
1634. 

Daniel  Wilbour,  son  of  William  anti  Esther 
(Burgess)  Wilbour,  was  born  in  Little  Compton, 
Jan.  I,  1729,  and  March  22,  1753,  he  married  Mary 
Southworth,  born  Dec.  30,  1728.  He  died  in  Little 
Compton  in  April,  1803.  His  children  were: 
Joshua,  born  Se])t.  23,  1754;  Lydia,  Sept.  15,  1758; 
Daniel,  Felx  ii,  1761;  Sarah,  Oct.  19,  1763;  iMary, 
May  4,  1766  (died  Oct.  24,  1845)  1 Philip,  Feb. 
5,  1771  (died  h'eb.  22,  1846). 

Daniel  W'ilbour,  son  of  Daniel  and  Marv,  was 
l)orn  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  passed  his  whole  life  as  an  agriculturist, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  On  May  30, 
1790,  he  was  married,  by  Rev.  iMoses  Shepherd,  to 
Deborah  Taylor,  who  died  April  21.  1850.  Their 
children  were:  Sophia,  born  h'eb.  ii.  1791  ; Henry, 
h'eb.  Ti,  1793:  Pbilena,  March  13,  1795;  Peter, 
Aug.  8,  1797  (died  in  Sejitcmber.  1798)  ; Pelcg, 
June  t6,  1799:  Benjamin  Frankdin.  Jan.  30,  1802; 
Daniel,  Se]:)t.  25,  1804:  Roland  Greene,  Oct.  2, 
1809;  Edwin,  Jan.  8,  1815. 

Daniel  M'ilhour,  son  of  Daniel  and  Ldeborah, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  Sept.  25, 
1804.  and  was  educatetl  in  the  district  schools  of 


that  localit}-.  He  spent  his  whole  life  on  the  old 
farm  of  125  acres,  on  which  he  died  Feb.  9,  1881,. 
and  was  buried  in  the  new  W ilbour  cemetery.  In 
political  matters  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican,  but  never  sought  office.  In  his  relig- 
ious belief  he  was  a member  of  the  Society . of 
h'riends,  and  he  was  a good,  honest,  upright  citizen 
and  representative  man.  On  April  i,  1832,  iMiv 
Wilbour  was  married  to  IMaria  Pierce,  daughter  of 
John  Pierce,  and  she  died  Jan.  13,  1852,  aged  forty- 
one  years,  four  months,  twenty-three  days.  Four 
children  were  born  to  them  : .Gnn,  now  deceased,, 
who  married  (first)  Alvah  Clark,  of  Fall  River, 
i\lass.,  and  (second)  David  Utley,  of  New  York 
State;  Daniel;  Josephine,  who  married  George 
W oodman  and  resides  at  Taunton,  Mass. ; and 
William  F.,  who  is  a farmer  of  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island. 

Daniel  Wilbour,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Little  Compton,  April  3,  1838, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  After  his  father's  death  he  took 
charge  of  the  farm  and  has  continued  its  operation 
ever  since,  in  the  meantime  making  many  improve- 
ments. For  a number  of  years  he  was  largely  in- 
terested in  the  cattle  business.  He  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, a leader  in  the  ranks  of  his  party  in  this 
section,  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1897 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  afterward  served  a like 
term  in  the  State  Senate.  He  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  Little  Compton,  as  a member 
of  the  school  committee,  and  was  assessor  of  taxes 
for  six  years.  Genial  and  courteous  in  manner,  he 
is  very  popular  in  his  community,  and  has  many 
warm  friends  who  enjoy  his  business  and  political 
success. 

On  Dec.  20,  1863,  Wilbour  was  married 
to  Phebe  E.  Grinnell,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Lydia  (Wood)  Grinnell,  and  to  this  union  came 
one  daughter,  Eleanor  M'.,  horn  in  1866,  who  mar- 
ried Louis  Pierce,  and  is  now  residing  at  Adams- 
ville,  R.  I.  Mrs.  Phebe  E.  Wilbour  died  April  19, 
1880,  and  was  buried  in  the  new  Wilbour  cemetery. 
i\lr.  Wilbour  was  married  (second)  at  Vineland. 
N.  J.,  Nov.  7,  1882,  to  Hannah  B.  Sowle,  born  at 
Little  Compton,  Dec.  1,  1856,  daughter  of  Jethro 
and  Mary  (Grinnell)  Sowle,  and  there  have  been 
three  children  by  this  marriage : Ethel  May,  born 
May  10,  1889,  who  married  April  19,  1907,  Elliot 
R.  Snell,  of  Little  Compton,  where  they  reside ; 
Theodora  Millicent,  born  Nov.  4,  1895  ; and  Daniel. 
Jr.,  born  Nov.  13,  1898. 

The  .Sowle  F.\mily,  one  of  the  oldest  of  New 
England,  was  founded  in  America  Iw  George 
Sowle,  who  came  to  this  country  on  the  “May- 
flower,” locating  first  in  Plymouth  Colony  and  later 
at  Duxbury,  Mass.  He  married  iMary  Becket,  and 
their  son,  George,  located  as  a young  man  at  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  wdiere  his  life  was  spent.  He  mar- 
ried Deborah,  and  their  son,  William,  married 
Hannah,  and  they  spent  their  lives  at  Dartmouth. 
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William  Sowlc,  son  of  William  and  Hannah, 
born  at  Dartmouth,  spent  most  of  his  life  at  West- 
port,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Tiverton.  He  mar- 
ried Rachel  Allen,  and  their  seven  children  were : 
Joseph,  Jonathan,  James,  David,  Susannah,  Mary 
and  Thankful. 

Joseph  Sowle,  son  of  William  and  Rachel,  was 
born  at  Westport,  Mass.,  in  September,  1738,  and 
died  in  April,  1828.  He  married  Alice  Sisson, 
who  died  in  1812,  aged  sixty-six  years,  the  mother 
of  these  children:  Jethro,  born  in  1763,  died  in 
1797;  David,  born  in  1766,  died  in  March,  1800; 
Susannah,  born  in  1767,  died  at  New  Bedford, 
iMarch  2,  1853;  Benjamin,  born  in  June,  1771,  died 
in  July,  1859;  Mary,  born  in  1774,  died  in  1815; 
Thankful,  born  in  1777,  died  in  1814;  Jonathan 
was  born  July  16,  1782. 

Jonathan  Sowle,  born  July  16,  1782,  married 
May  18,  1803,  Amy  Gifford,  born  June  28,  1782, 
who  died  at  Westport,  March  5,  1862.  He  died 
Jan.  18,  1864.  He  spent  his  life  in  Westport. 

Jethro  Sowle,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Amy,  born 
in  Westport,  married  in  Little  Compton,  Feb.  26, 
1846,  Mary  Grinnell,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Lydia  Grinnell,  of  Little  Compton.  Later  Mr. 
Sowle  removed  to  \'ineland,  N.  J.,  where  he  re- 
mained the  rest  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died  Jan. 
13,  1902.  His  daughter,  Hannah  B.,  married  Hon. 
Daniel  W'ilbour,  of  Little  Compton. 

The  Grinnell  Family,  of  which  Mrs.  Wil- 
bour  is  a descendant  on  her  mother’s  side,  was 
founded  in  New  England  by  Matthew  Grinnell, 
who  died  in  1643,  wife.  Rose,  surviving  until 
1673.  Daniel  Grinnell,  son  of  Matthew  and  Rose, 
was  born  in  1636  and  died  in  1703.  He  married 
JMary  Wodell,  born  in  1640,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary.  They  lived  in  Portsmouth,  whence 
they  came  to  Little  Compton,  Mr.  Grinnell  owning 
a tract  of  land  at  the  latter  place,  where  he  died. 
His  children  were:  Daniel,  born  in  1668;  Jona- 
than, born  in  1670,  and  Richard,  born  in  1675. 

Richard  Grinnell,  born  in  1675,  in  Portsmouth, 
made  his  home  in  Little  Compton,  where  he  owned 
land,  and  there  died  July  i,  1725.  He  was  mar- 
ried May  28,  1704,  to  Patience  Emery,  born  in 
1681,  who  died  March  10,  1749,  and  their  children 
were:  George,  born  Jan.  25,  1705;  William,  March 
19,  1707;  Rebecca,  Dec.  16,  1710:  Elizabeth,  May 
31,  1713;  Patience,  April  24,  1715;  Richard,  March 
8,  1717  (died  March  15,  1789)  ; Ruth,  April  3, 
1719;  Daniel,  April  20,  1721;  and  Sarah,  May  6, 
1723. 

Richard  Grinnell  (2),  son  of  Richard,  born 
IMarch  8,  1717,  died  March  15,  1789.  He  married 
Oct.  22,  1741,  Comfort  (Billings)  Bailey,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Richard  Billings,  and  widow  of  William 
Bailey.  She  was  born  Dec.  2,  1716,  and  died  Feb. 
23,  1802.  Her  children  were:  Alice,  born  Aug. 
4,  1742  (died  Sept.  13,  1743)  ; Comfort,  Feb.  28, 
1744;  Hannah,  Aug.  31,  1745;  Mary,  May  17, 
1747;  Billings,  April  27,  1749;  Betsey,  Oct.  7, 
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1750;  Richard,  Nov.  19,  1751  ; Ruth,  May  7,  1753; 
Royal,  May  3,  1756;  Patience,  June  i,  1757;  Bailey, 
July  7,  1759;  and  Benjamin,  1765. 

Billings  Grinnell,  son  of  Richard  and  Comfort, 
born  in  Little  Compton,  April  27,  1749,  married 
March  2,  1775,  Comfort  Wood,  born  Aug.  20, 
1755,  daughter  of  George  and  Comfort  Wood,  ancl 
to  this  union  were  born:  Molly,  March  3,  1776; 
Walter,  May  17,  1778;  Comfort,  Dec.  15,  1780; 
Cynthia,  Oct.  12,  1783;  Sarah  Billings,  h'eb.  17, 
1786;  Desire,  Oct.  10,  1788;  Richard,  Jan.  16, 
1791  ; Benjamin,  iMay  17,  1793;  Valentine,  Sept. 
22,  1795;  Billings,  Aug.  29,  1798;  and  Lydia,  April 
13,  1802. 

Benjamin  Grinnell,  son  of  Billings,  bcjrn  in 
Little  Compton  May  17,  1793,  married  Jan.  5, 
1823,  Lydia  Head,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows : Phebe  E.,  who  married  Daniel 
Wilbour,  and  died  April  19,  1880,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Eleanor  M.,  who  married  Louis  Pierce 
and  resides  in  Adamsville ; IMary,  born  Feb.  26, 
1846,  married  Jethro  Sowle,  and  their  daughter 
Hannah  B.,  became  the  second  wife  of  Daniel  Wil- 
bour, of  Little  Compton. 

ALONZO  T.  FARNUM,  proprietor  of  the  mar- 
ble and  granite  works  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  Farnum  & Co.,  at  No.  1143  Westminster 
street.  Providence,  is  a descendant  of  the  old  Far- 
num family  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  and  Smithfield, 
R.  T.,  the  more  complete  records  being  given 
elsewhere  in  this  publication.  Air.  Farnum  is  a son 
of  Joseph,  grandson  of  Caleb,  and  great-grandson 
of  Joseph,  who  was  son  of  John,  the  first  of  the 
name  to  settle  in  Smithfield. 

Joseph  Farnum,  father  of  Alonzo  T.,  was  born 
in  Georgiaville,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  stone  mason,  and  was 
known  as  a very  skillful  workman  in  his  line.  His 
services  were  constantly  in  demand,  and  he  could 
always  have  work  when  he  wanted  it.  He  devoted 
his  attention  also  to  farming  and  resided  on  different 
farms  in  Smithfield,  removing  to  Cranston,  and 
later  returning  to  his  native  village.  There  he  re- 
mained until  near  the  close  of  his  life  when  he 
removed  to  Providence  and  resided  with  his  son 
Alonzo  T.,  where  he  died  Sept.  8,  1873,  in  his  six- 
ty-third year.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  Farnum 
cemetery  at  Georgiaville.  He  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Abigail  \\h  Hubbard,  a native 
of  North  Providence,  who  died  April  4,  1843, 
her  thirty-fourth  year.  She  was  the  mother  of  all 
his  children.  The  second  wife  was  Eliza  J.  Thurs- 
ton, who  died  Aug.  26,  1863,  aged  forty-four  years. 
The  children  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Farnum  were : 
Elizabeth  T.,  who  died  in  Providence  July  17,  1852, 
in  her  eighteenth  year;  Alonzo  T.,  born  May  13, 
1837:  and  Joseph  W.,  born  June  24,  1841,  who 
was  a stone  cutter  and  died  in  Providence,  Oct.  16, 
1889,  unmarried. 

Alonzo  T.  Farnum  was  born  May  13,  1837,  in 
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Smithfield,  and  was  but  a very  small  boy  when  his 
mother  died.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  the  village 
of  Georgiaville,  with  his  grandfather  Caleb  Far- 
num,  where  he  attended  the  district  school  until 
the  age  of  fourteeji.  In  October,  1832,  he  came  to 
Providence  to  learn  the  trade  of  a marble  cutter 
under  George  A.  IMumford,  who  was  located  on 
what  was  then  High,  now  Westminster,  street.  He 
was  apprenticed  for  five  years,  his  first  year’s 
wages  being  $25  a year  and  hoard ; each  year  it 
was  increased  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  year 
he  received  $75  and  hoard.  During  this  time  the 
hoy  by  working  overtime,  and  at  odd  jobs,  was  able 
to  pick  up  quite  a little  extra  money,  as  he  w-as 
ever  ready  to  do  any  work  to  make  an  honest 
dollar. 

.After  completing  his  apprenticeship  Air.  Far- 
num  began  work  for  Air.  Alumford  as  a journey- 
man, and  remained  wdth  him  until  he  was  suc- 
ceeded in  business  by  the  Providence  Steam  Alarble 
Company.  From  them  Mr.  Farnum  received  $2 
jjer  day,  which  at  that  time  w'as  the  highest  w'ages 
I^aid  to  any  stone  cutter  in  the  city.  He  became 
foreman  of  the  plant  during  the  Civil  war,  and  re- 
mained in  their  employ  until  they  w^ent  out  of 
business.  Then  in  company  wdth  his  brother  Jo- 
seph he  engaged  in  the  marble  business  on  High 
street,  o|)])Osite  the  Hopkins  Hotel,  under  the  name 
of  A.  T.  Farnum  & Co.  The  husiness  started  off 
w'ell  hut  the  financial  disturbance  caused  by  the 
failure  of  the  Si)ragues  affected  them  as  it  did  a 
number  of  other  firms,  and  they  went  out  of  hus- 
iness. Mr.  Farnum  again  took  up  journeyman 
work  and  so  continued  until  he  accepted  a position 
as  a foreman  for  C.  P.  Lohdell,  wdio  conducted  a 
l)usiness  at  Mr.  Farnum’s  present  location.  He 
remained  in  Air.  Lohdell’s  employ  until  the  latter’s 
death,  after  wdiich  Mr.  Farnum  took  charge  of  the 
plant  for  a time,  and  finally  in  company  with  his 
hrother-in-lawq  Nelson  V.  Stanton,  he  purchased 
the  husiness  and  they  conducted  it  together  under 
the  name  of  Stanton  & Farnum.  His  association 
continued  until  the  death  of  Air.  Stanton,  the  same 
firm  name  being  retained  for  some  years  thereafter. 
The  present  firm  name  has  been  in  existence  for  a 
few  years.  Air.  Farnum  being  sole  owmer  of  the  es- 
tablishment. His  ])lant  is  modern  and  up-to-date, 
and  he  does  a large  husiness  in  his  line. 

On  Oct.  23,  1859,  Alonzo  T.  Farnum  was  mar- 
ried in  Providence,  to  Alary  L.  Stanton,  born  Oct. 
23,  1837,  in  Poland,  Alaine,  daughter  of  John  Em- 
ery and  Elvira  B.  ( Stevens)  Stanton.  Mrs.  Far- 
num came  to  Providence  with  her  parents  when 
quite  young.  She  died  Oct.  6,  1905,  the  mother  of 
two  daughters:  Lizzie  E.  married  (first)  Davis 
N.  Graffam,  Jr.,  and  after  his  death  William  AI. 
Carpenter,  wdio  is  also  deceased.  Airs.  Carpenter 
is  a valued  assistant  to  her  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  husiness.  Elvira  H.  is  the  wdfe  of 
Charles  O.  Alillard.  a native  of  Detroit,  and  thev 
have  one  son,  Forest  Alonzo,  born  Dec.  28,  1898. 


Air.  and  Airs.  Alillard  reside  in  Arlington,  Rhode 
Island. 

In  politics  Air.  I'arnum  is  a Republican,  but 
takes  merely  a voting  interest  in  political  matters. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Eagle  Lodge,  No. 
2,  I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  Oriental  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  of  P., 
in  wliich  he  has  been  through  all  the  chairs.  For 
many  years  after  becoming  of  age  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  Atlantic  Fire  Company,  No.  10,  and  re- 
mained a member  as  long  as  they  had  a hand  en- 
gine. Air.  Farnum  is  a self-made  man,  has  ahvays 
been  a hard  wmrker  from  boyhood,  is  much  es- 
teemed and  respected,  and  enjoys  a reputation  as 
a straightforward  business  man. 

HEBERT.  Among  the  old  and  highly  re- 
spected families  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  is  that  of 
the  Hebert,  wdiich  has  been  identified  with  the 
city  for  over  forty  years,  coming  from  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec.  The  progenitor  of  the  family 
came  from  Erance,  and  for  many  years  the  family 
has  resided  in  St.  Charles,  Riyer  Richelieu,  in  the 
County  of  St.  Flyacinthe,  wdiere  it  is  still  perpet- 
uated. 

Amable  Flebert  was  a natiye  of  St.  Charles, 
Riyer  Richelieu,  and  was  an  agriculturist,  owning 
large  tracts  of  land.  In  the  Rebellion  of  1837-8, 
which  was  undertaken  by  William  Lyon  Alackenzie 
in  Ontario,  and  some  leading  Erench  Canadians 
in  tbe  Proyince  of  Quebec,  Mr,  Amable  Hebert 
wdth  his  brother,  Jean  Baptiste  Hebert,  took  up 
arms  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  During  the  memora- 
ble battle  wdiich  was  fought  at  St.  Charles,  where 
the  British  soldiers  made  a camping  ground,  and 
a stable  for  tbeir  horses  in  the  St.  Charles  Erench 
Church,  they  w^ere  slaughtered  wdth  many  others, 
lieing  betrayed  by  their  own  countrymen,  w’ho  wet 
the  powder  in  the  cannons.  The  Heberts  were 
buried  near  the  church,  wdiere  now’  stands  a mon- 
ument dedicated  to  those  wdio  lost  their  liyes  in  that 
struggle.  The  Heberts,  braye  men  who  neyer 
knew  the  meaning  of  the  word  “surrender,”  are 
named  first  on  the  list.  Amable  Hebert  married 
Adelaide  Loiselle,  and  cleyen  children  w'ere  born 
to  this  union:  Adelaide;  Jean  Baptiste;  Eulalie; 
Amable;  Ephreni ; Odillon,  wdio  still  liyes  in  St. 
Charles ; Louise,  w ho  married  Francis  Brodeur, 
and  died  in  Alanitoba ; Charles  P.,  a prominent  and 
leading  citizen  in  Alontreal,  wdio  died  in  1906;  Her- 
nienegilde,  a prominent  hardware  dealer  in  Alon- 
treal ; Philoniene,  wdio  married  Air.  Collins  Lali- 
berte ; and  Frederic,  w ho  died  young.  The  mother 
of  these  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  born 
after  the  death  of  the  father,  w’as  a worthy  hard- 
working Christian  w’onian.  What  property  had 
been  left  her  by  her  husband  was  taken  from  her 
by  dishonest  acts,  but  at  her  death,  wdien  seyenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  all  of  her  children  w’ere  doing 
well  in  life.  She  was  buried  at  St.  Charles  Church, 
in  w'hich  she  worshipped  all  of  her  life. 

Am.viile  Hebert,  son  of  Amable,  was  born  on 
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the  old  lioniestead  at  St.  Charles,  Oct.  28.  1824, 
and  was  hut  thirteen  years  of  .age  when  his  father 
met  death.  Ileing-  one  of  the  elder  sons,  he  was 
obliged  to  go  to  work  to  help  to  support  the  rest 
of  the  family,  and  his  education  was  therefore 
somewhat  limited.  Learning  the  tanning  business, 
he  continued  that  occupation  during  his  residence 
in  Canada,  and  owned  a tannery  of  his  own  at  Alt. 
St.  Hilaire,  County  of  Rouville.  He  married,  at 
St.  Jean  Baptiste  De  Rouville,  April  30,  1844,  Hed- 
widge  Auger,  born  at  St.  Jean  Baptiste,  and  they 
became  the  ])arents  of  fourteen  children,  namely : 
Zenaide,  who  married  Henry  F.  Proulx,  and  re- 
sides in  Woonsocket ; Arzelie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years ; Afathilde,  who  married  J.  A.  AIo- 
rin,  and  died  in  Woonsocket,  Dec.  31,  1904;  Oc- 
tavie  H. ; Alarie,  who  married  (first)  C.  B.  Bien- 
venue,  and  (second)  Phillip  Ducharmes,  and  re- 
sides in  W'oonsocket ; Dorrilla  P. ; Joseph,  who  died 
young;  Arsinoe,  who  also  died  young;  Phillippe 
L.  and  Eugenie,  twins,  the  latter  deceased ; Jose- 
phine C. ; Jilbert  and  Ezaia,  twins,  who  died  young; 
and  Alary  Louise,  who  died  young  in  Woonsocket. 

The  father,  mother  and  eight  children  came  to 
Woonsocket  in  1864,  after  having  spent  three 
months  at  Southbridge,  Alass.  Air.  Hebert  found 
employment  here  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  bus- 
iness in  the  Globe  District,  where  for  a period  of 
a cpiarter  of  a century  he  conducted  a successful 
store,  being  ably  assisted  by  his  son,  Phillipe  L., 
and  his  daughters.  He  later  sold  out  his  interests 
to  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  J.  A.  Alorin,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death  lived  retired,  making  his  home 
on  Carrington  avenue,  where  he  built  two  fine 
dwellings.  He  also  built  a fine  store  and  house  on 
Hope  street.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  the  management  of  his  real  estate. 

On  April  30,  1894,  the  Golden  Wedding  of 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Hebert  was  celebrated  by  the  chil- 
dren, High  mass  being  celebrated  at  the  Church 
of  the  Precious  Blood,  Rev.  Fr.  Dauray,  Cele- 
brant, Rev.  Fr.  Lessard,  deacon,  and  Rev.  Fr.  La- 
vallee,  sub-deacon.  This  was  attended  by  the 
couple,  their  children  and  grandchildren,  and  their 
friends.  Rev.  Fr.  Deslauriers,  now  of  New  Bed- 
ford, preached  a very  eloquent  sermon. 

An  original  poem  composed  by  one  of  the  sis- 
ters of  Jesus  Alarie,  and  arranged  to  the  music  of 
Gounod’s  “Adore  and  be  Still,”  was  sung  at  the 
offertory  of  the  mass  by  Joseph  U.  Giguere. 

Pour  Un  soieme  De  Mariage. 

Depuis  I’henreux  moment  de  notre  mariage, 

Nous  avons  vu  passer  cinq  fois  dix  ans, 

Et  le  dcstin  me  semble  oublier  son  ouvrage 
Puisque  nous  sommes  encore  avec  nos  chers  enfants. 

Choeur. 

O Dieu  benis  ce  jour  de  fete 
Et  de  nous  tons  les  voeux  ardents, 

Que  notre  voix  soit  I’interprete 
Des  soubaits  dus  aux  vieux  parents, 

Des  soubaits  dus  aux  vieux  parents. 


Cicl ! recois  en  ce  jour  notre  ardente  priere. 

Nous  venous  a tes  pieds  retremper  notre  foi, 

Accorde  a nos  enfants  ])onheur,  et  paix  enticre, 

Qu’ils  vivent  pour  t’aimcr  on  meurent  sous  ta  loi ! 

Two  days  were  given  to  the  celebration.  The 
gifts  to  the  honoretl  couple  were  numerous  and 
costly,  including  money,  silverware,  and  other  val- 
uables. One  gift  worthy  of  special  mention  is 
a great  center-itiece.  a magnificent  work  of  art, 
made  at  the  Convent  of  Jesus  and  Alary,  of  Que- 
bec, and  presented  by  the  daughters.  It  was  an 
emblematic  souvenir  of  the  family,  consisting  of  a 
large  oval  medallion  of  brocaded  silk.  In  the  cen- 
ter is  a lyre  of  delicate  workmanship,  and  made 
from  locks  of  hair  of  the  parents  and  children. 
These  locks  are  beautifully  interwoven  in  the  form 
of  various  kinds  of  flowers,  each  being  labelled  with 
the  names  of  the  children.  The  deceased  children 
are  represented  by  a tiny  dove  with  their  names  on 
a dark  label.  The  gray  locks  of  the  parents  form 
the  base  of  the  lyre.  Upon  the  strings  of  the  lyre 
are  the  figures  “50”  consisting  of  bullion  set  oft* 
with  pearls  and  brilliant  gems.  At  the  center  of 
the  two  upper  ends  of  the  lyre  is  a miniature  paint- 
ing of  the  home  of  the  honored  couple  set  in  a cel- 
luloid frame,  and  at  the  lower  end  of  the  lyre  is 
the  old  homestead  in  St.  Hilaire,  P.  Q.,  Canada, 
where  the  family  was  born.  On  both  sides  of  the 
lyre  are  tiny  flags  bearing  the  inscriptions  “April 
30,  1844,”  and  “April  30,  1894.”  Above  the  lyre 
on  the  brocaded  background  is  the  word  “Sou- 
venir” and  below  the  words  “Des  noces  d’or.”  The 
whole  is  surrounded  by  maroon  plush  inclosed  in 
a gilt  frame. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  home  celebration  was 
the  following  song,  composed  for  the  occasion  by 
“Les  Dames  Jesus  Alarie”  and  sung  by  Miss  Jose- 
phine C.  Hebert  as  soloist,  with  children  and 
grandchildren : 

NOCES  D’OR. 

Le  ciel  soiirit  aux  jours  de  fete 
Et  parfois  il  dore  les  voeux 
Que  I’amour  filial  repete 
Dans  ses  accents  les  plus  joyeux. 

En  ce  beau  jour,  oh!  comnie  il  bribe 
De  ses  reflets  plus  doux  encore ! 

Car  e’est  la  fete  de  famille, 

C’est  le  grand  jour  des  noces  d’or  I 

Choeur. 

Notre  coeur  qui  vous  aime 
Repete  avec  transport : 

Vive  la  cinquantieme ! 

Vivent  les  noces  d’or ! 

Tout  bas  notre  priere 
Dit : “Mon  Dieu  bien  longtemps 
Garde  nous  sur  la  terre 
Grand-papa,  grand’maman  !” 

Pere  cheri,  mere  si  tendre 
Aujourd’hui  laissez  vos  enfants 
Comme  autrefois  vous  faire  entendre 
Leurs  chants  d’amour,  leurs  voeux  ardents. 
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Si,  pour  vous,  ce  jour  rcnouvelle 
Des  jours  ancicns,  le  doux  transport, 

Dans  notre  anie,  elle  est  immortelle 
La  fete  de  vos  noces  d’or. 

Un  concert  de  reconnaissance 
En  acclamant  vos  noces  d’or 
Appelle  sur  votre  existence 
Du  ciel,  le  plus  riche  tresor. 

Puisse  la  douce  Providence 
Aux  anneaux  toujours  plus  brillants 
De  vos  cinquante  ans  d'alliance 
Meier  Tor  et  les  diamants. 

The  jMayor  of  Woonsocket,  Hon.  Aram 
Pothier,  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hebert,  as  did  the 
city  council.  Town  Clerk  Mason,  and  other  promi- 
nent citizens.  IMrs.  Hebert  passed  away  Dec.  5, 
1895,  and  her  husband  followed  her  to  the  grave 
April  30,  1899,  both  being  buried  in  the  beautiftd 
cemetery  of  the  Precious  Blood.  They  were 
worthy  Christian  people,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

The  Misses  Hebert — Octavie  IT,  Dorrilla  P., 
and  Josephine  C. — are  all  ladies  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, and  are  greatly  esteemed  in  Woonsocket. 
They  have  traveled  very  extensively  throughout 
the  United  States,  visiting  all  the  places  of  interest 
from  New  England  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  the  Great  Northwest,  in  Canada. 
In  1907  they  visited  Europe.  They  are  devout 
Catholics,  and  are  members  of  the  Precious  Blood 
])arish.  It  was  at  the  home  of  the  Misses  Hebert 
that  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Hils,  the  well  known 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Woonsocket,  found  his 
first  friends  who  assisted  him  in  his  early  strug- 
gles, and  it  was  from  their  home  that  he  was  taken 
to  his  last  rest. 

Phillippe  L.  Hebert,  the  only  living  son  of  the 
family,  was  engaged  in  business  with  his  father 
until  the  latter’s  retirement,  and  since  that  has  been 
engaged  in  real  estate.  He  married  Cecelia  .St. 
Onge,  and  they  had  four  children  : Phillippe  L., 
who  died  young ; Blanche  Y. ; Ethelbert ; and 
Noella. 

WHEATON  tlOPKINS  LUTtlER.  For  many 
years  there  has  been  identified  with  the  industrial, 
social  and  religious  life  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
town  of  Scituate  and  vicinity  a man  who,  through 
his  long  life,  has  ever  exerted  his  influeilce  for 
the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  good,  ]:)erhaps 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  has  any  other  man  in  that 
region.  Friends  near  and  distant  unite  in  doing 
him  honor  and  homage  and  when  the  remaining 
sands  of  his  life  are  run  there  will  have  passed  to 
the  Great  Beyond  one  who  was  a credit  to  himself, 
his  ancestors,  his  posterity  and  the  community 
wdierein  lay  the  scene  of  his  activity. 

Y'heaton  Ho])kins  Luther  comes  from  an  old 
and  distinguished  family,  concerning  wdiose  early 
settlement  in  Rhode  Island  there  is  mention  else- 
where in  this  publication.  His  grandfather,  Ben- 


jamin Luther,  married  Waity  Sheldon,  and  for 
some  time  lived  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  but  in 
later  life  lived  with  his  son,  Zadock  Luther.  Benja- 
min and  Waity  Luther  had  the  following  children ; 
John,  wdio  lived  to  the  age  of  nearly  ninety-five 
years,  dying  in  the  town  of  Johnston ; .Sheldon ; 
Stephen  ; Abednego ; Zadock ; Jeremiah ; Lydia„ 
grandmother  of  ex-Governor  Kimball;  Waity  and 
Sebra. 

Zadock  Luther,  father  of  the  gentleman  wdiose 
name  heads  this  article,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Johnston,  in  1784.  In  youth  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a cooper,  wdiich  was  considered  an  excellent 
business  in  that  day,  and  later  in  life  he  de- 
voted himself  to  farming.  He  married  Christiana, 
daughter  of  Stukley  Hopkins,  and  she  died  in 
1832.  For  a few^  years  after  their  marriage 
they  continued  to  reside  in  Johnston,  and 
then  removed  to  Jmster  for  a short  time,  dur- 
ing wdiich  time  they  resided  on  the  farm  of  i\Irs. 
Luther’s  father.  They  next  removed  to  the  town  of 
Scituate,  locating  on  what  w-as  then  called  the 
Arnold  farm  and  later  the  Young  farm.  Here, 
associated  wdth  his  brother,  Abednego,  Zadock 
Lutber  carried  on  a carpentering  and  farming  busi- 
ness. Later  he  changed  his  location  somewdiat 
frequently,  following  the  demand  for  his  labor, 
and  w'as  again  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  in  East 
Greenwdch,  where  his  wife  died.  His  next  loca- 
tion was  in  Scituate.  near  the  village  of  Hope,  and 
he  went  thence  to  Simmonsville,  in  Johnston,  and 
finally  to  the  village  of  Richmond,  wdiere  in  1843 
a falling  tree  struck  him,  causing  injuries  from 
which  he  died  two  days  later.  He  was  a man  uni- 
versally popular,  possessed  a great  fund  of  humor 
and  was  especially  fond  of  the  society  of  friends 
and  associates.  He  was  strictly  temperate,  and 
honest  and  just  in  his  dealings,  but  he  w'as  not  es- 
])ecially  provident  in  financial  matters  and  his  ac- 
cidental death  left  his  estate  considerably  incum- 
bered. This  indebtedness  was  fully  liquidated  by 
his  son,  Wheaton  H.,  who  considered  it  not  only 
his  duty,  but  his  pleasure,  to  assume  personal 
responsibility.  The  children  of  Zadock  and  Chris- 
tiana Luther  were:  Phebe.  born  in  1820,  now 
IMrs.  William  Eiske,  residing  at  Ouidnick,  R.  I., 
with  her  daughter  and  son-in-lawq  the  Rev.  John 
.Salisbury:  Wheaton  H. ; Jeremiah,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years ; Alfred,  who  is  residing  at 
Clayville,  R.  I.;  David,  born  in  1831.  who  died  in 
1832:  and  Owen,  born  in  1826,  who  died  in  1829. 
The  father,  mother  and  deceased  children  are- 
huried  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  at  Rockland,  R. 
I.,  Mr.  Wheaton  H.  Luther  having  caused  their  re- 
moval from  their  original  place  of  interment  so- 
that  all  are  together.  A beautiful  monument 
erected  by  him  marks  their  last  resting-place. 

Wheaton  Hopkins  Luther  was  born  Oct.  7,. 
1822,  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  L.  where  the 
family  was  located  for  a brief  interval,  and  attend- 
ance of  an  organized  school  ceased  when  he  hack 
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reached  the  age  of  twelve  years ; his  learning 
previously  had  been  confined  largely  to  the  one 
text-book,  "Webster’s  Speller.”  At  the  tender  age 
•of  nine  years  he  began  work  in  a cotton-mill  at 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  the  age  of  eighteen 
found  him  an  overseer  in  the  spinning  room  of  the 
old  Richmond  milk  at  Richmond,  R.  I.  In  1847 
lie  came  to  Rockland,  where  he  was  first  in  charge 
of  the  mechanical  repairs,  etc.,  next  overseer,  and 
finally  mill  superintendent,  of  the  "Red  Mill," 
then  owned  by  Thomas  P.  and  Peleg  Remington. 
In  1867  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Morgan 
mills  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  then  owned  by  the 
Spragues,  and  after  six  years  he  resigned  to  ac- 
cept a position  in  a like  capacity  in  the  Arkwright 
mills  at  Arkwright,  R.  I.,  owned  by  the  late  Wil- 
liam A.  Howard.  Two  years  later  he  again  occu- 
pied the  superintendency  of  a mill  at  Rockland, 
owned  by  A.  Steere  & Son.  In  1882  he  was  ten- 
dered the  Arctic  mill,  at  Arctic,  R.  I.,  by  his 
friend  ex-Governor  Sprague,  and  for  the  succeed- 
ing seven  years  rendered  efficient  service  there. 
At  the  termination  of  this  period  he  again  took 
up  his  residence  in  Rockland,  practically  retiring 
from  mill  service,  and  there  he  has  since  resided. 

h'rom  boyhood  Mr.  Luther  evinced  an  es- 
pecial adaptability  for  the  business  of  undertak- 
ing and-  embalming.  As  a youth  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  assist  in  or  to  take  charge  of  such 
service  by  neighbors  and  friends,  and  to  such  re- 
quests he  always  acceded,  largely  through  a de- 
sire to  accommodate.  Professionals  in  this  line 
of  business  were  not  so  numerous  in  that  day  as 
now,  and  anyone  who  could  and  would  perform 
such  service  \vas  regarded  as  a friend  indeed. 
During  the  more  active  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Luther 
had  maintained  an  interest  in  and  study  of  this 
business,  which  he  has  successfully  followed  since 
his  retirement  from  mill  life. 

In  1842  Mr.  Luther  married  Amity,  daughter 
of  Deacon  George  Davis,  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  North  Scituate.  She  was  born  in  1821 
and  died  in  1903.  Their  one  child  who  lived  to 
maturity,  Harriet  M.,  was  born  in  1844  and  died 
in  1872.  She  married  Samuel  W.  Patterson,  and 
their  children  were : Cora  L.,  now  Mrs.  George 
W.  Cole,  of  Rockland,  R.  I.,  and  Luther  W.  Pat- 
terson. The  last  named  is  a skilled  and  expert 
undertaker,  in  business  at  Phenix,  R.  L,  who 
learned  the  business  with  his  grandfather,  Mr. 
Luther. 

Mr.  Luther  has  never  taken  sufficient  interest 
in  political  or  public  affairs  to  seek  office,  although 
he  \vas  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Scituate 
for  several  terms.  He  has  taken  a deep  interest, 
however,  in.  the  religious  and  moral  welfare  of  the 
communities  in  which  he  has  resided.  For  more 
than  sixty-seven  years  he  has  had  official  con- 
nection with  churcli  oi'ganizations.  He  first  joined 
the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Church,  a branch  of  the 
old  Cranston  Church.  While  a resident  of  Arctic 


he  was  a member  and  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  on  his  return  to  Rockland,  the  local 
Six  Principle  organization  having  ceased  to  exist, 
he  began  and  has  continued  attendance  at  the 
Christian  Chnrch. 

Mr.  Luther’s  course  through  life  has  not  been 
a pathway  continuously  strewn  with  roses  and 
sunshine.  He  has  met  misfortune,  loss  and  adver- 
sity, and  met  them  with  manly  vigor.  The  loss 
of  his  wife,  in  1903,  his  companion  of  many  years, 
was  a loss  which  he  knows  to  be  but  temporary. 
She  was  a beautiful  Christian  character,  one  whom 
to  know  was  to  love.  Though  Mr.  Luther  is  past 
threescore  and  ten  he  is,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  his  more  vigorous  years’  were  spent  in  the 
severe  and  nerve-testing  discipline  of  the  textile 
mill,  hearty  in  body  and  healthy  in  mind,  well  con- 
ditioned and  well  preserved.  An  old  friend  and 
employee  has  said  of  him : 

"Wheaton  Luther  was  always  a practical,  well- 
balanced,  firm-purposed  man.  He  seldom  lost  his 
self-possession,  had  much  force  of  character,  sa- 
gacity, decision,  logical  acuteness  and  alertness  of 
faculty.  What  he  has  accomplished  he  can  put 
down  to  his  own  credit.  He  has  done  more  than 
his  share  of  good  in  the  world,  has  lived  a clean, 
blameless  Christian  life  and  has  exerted  a great 
infiuence  to  that  end  upon  others.  His  instinctive 
generosity,  enterprising  and  Christian  spirit  will 
live  and  be  cherished  when  he  shall  have  passed 
the  portal  and  the  river." 

BOWEN.  The  Bowen  family  here  treated, 
that  of  the  present  William  Henry  Bowen,  i\l.  D., 
who  for  years  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Providence,  is  a branch  of 
the  Glocester-Scituate  family  of  the  name  which 
sprang  from  the  old  Rehoboth  (Mass.)  Bowen 
family,  one  that  has  dwelt  there  from  generation 
to  generation  since  the  founding  of  that  town  about 
1643. 

Richard  Bowen,  said  to  have  come  from 
Glamorganshire,  Wales,  about  1640,  became  an 
early  settler  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  the  lands  in  that 
town  in  1643,  inhabitant,  the  value  of  his 

allotment  being  £270.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
board  of  selectmen,  chosen  on  the  9th  of  loth 
month  (December),  1644.  His  name  appeared  on 
the  register  as  a land  owner  in  1645,  on  the 
freeman’s  list  of  165  t.  He  was  a large  proprietor 
of  lands  along  the  fresh  water  tributary  of  the 
river  flowing  south  from  Seekonk,  later  known  as 
Runens  river.  Bowen’s  bridge  across  this  stream 
is  referred  to  in  the  records.  Here  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  and  about  Hundred  Acre  Cove  were 
extensive  fresh  and  salt  water'  meadows  which 
were  largely  sought  by  the  early  settlers  of  Reho- 
both to  furnish  food  for  the  cattle  and  horses  in 
the  winter.  His  name  with  others  of  Rehoboth 
and  with  IMyles  Standish,  and  others  representing 
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the  Sowams  lands,  are  associated  together  in  a 
conference  regarding  the  boundary  line  between 
Rehoboth  and  Sowains.  Richard  Bowen  married 
JNlarch  4,  1646,  Esther  Sutton.  He  was  buried 
Feb.  4,  1674,  and  his  widow  in  1675.  In  his  will 
he  bequeathed  to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  children 
AVilliam,  Obadiah,  Richard,  i\lice  Wheaton,  Sarah 
b'uller  and  Ruth  Eeverich. 

From  this  Richard  Bowen  the  lineage  of  Dr. 
William  Henry  Bowen,  of  Providence,  alluded  to 
in  the  foregoing,  is  through  Obadiah,  Joseph, 
Elisha.  Hezekiah,  Asahel,  David  and  Lyman 
Bowen. 

Obadiah  Bowen,  son  of  Richard,  born  about 
1627,  married  Mary  Clifton,  and  their  children  of 
Rehol)oth  town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  were: 
Obadiah.  born  Sept.  18,  1651  : IMary,  Jan.  18,  1633  ; 
Sarah,  Nov.  6,  1654;  Samuel,  July  16,  1659;  Jo- 
seph, June  26,  1662;  Thomas,  Aug.  3.  1664;  Han- 
nah, j\lay  3,  1665:  Lydia,  April  23,  1666;  Mercy, 
March  18,  1672;  and  Isaac,  Sept.  30,  1674.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  in  Swansea,  Mass., 
about  1710.  Tbe  motber,  Mary,  died  Feb.  18,  1697. 

Joseph  Bowen,  son  of  (Jbadiah  and  Mary  (Clif- 
ton) Bowen,  born  June  26,  1662,  married  Eliza- 
beth, and  their  children  of  Rehoboth  town  record, 
according  to  Arnold,  were:  John,  born  Sept.  26, 
1689:  Ruth.  Oct.  15,  1691;  Elisha,  July  6,  1693; 
Obadiah,  July  7,  1695;  Naomi,  Sept.  9,  1697:  Jo- 
seph. Nov.  9,  1699;  Jabish  (or  Jabez),  born  Nov. 
23,  1701;  Elizabeth,  born  June  6,  1704;  and  Mary, 
born  July  i,  1706. 

Of  the  children  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Bowen, 
of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Elisha,  Obadiah  and  Jabish 
( Jabez)  seem  to  have  removed  from  Rehoboth  to 
Glocester,  R.  I.,  since  which  time  the  name  has 
been  a common  one  and  the  family  a numerous  one 
in  that  town. 

Elisha  Bowen,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth, 
born  July  6,  1693,  married  in  September,  1714, 
Susanna  Simons,  both  being  at  the  time  of  Reho- 
both, Mass.,  and  their  children  were:  Hannah,  born 
i\ larch  9.  1716:  Hezekiah,  Jan.  20,  1718;  Elisha, 
.Aug.  18.  1724;  Elisha '(2).. Eeb.  15,  1725;  and  Wil- 
liam and  Jabez  (twins),  the  latter  two  being  born 
in  the  town  of  Glocester,  Rhode  Island. 

Hezekiah  Bowen,  son  of  Elisha  and  Susanna, 
born  Jan.  20,  1718,  married,  had  a family  and  lived 
in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  a farmer.  ( He  may 
have  been  tbe  Hezekiah  who  married  Nov.  12, 
1740,  Mary  Armsby  (Ormsby),  of  Barrington,  R. 
I.,  and  the  “Hezekiah”  who  by  wife  Zerviah  had 
of  Scituate  town  record  Jesse  and  Asa,  born  Nov. 
IT.  1769.)  Among  tbe  children  of  Hezekiah 
Bowen  were  Simeon  and  Asahel. 

Asahel  Bowen,  son  of  Hezekiah,  born  IMarch 
T2,  1760,  married  Levina  Coman,  born  March  14, 
1760.  Mr.  Bowen  was  a farmer  living  in  the  town 
of  Glocester.  R.  I.,  near  the  Scituate  line.  He 
die  1 at  the  age  of  forty.  His  wife  survived  him 


many  years,  dying  March  27,  1837.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  David,  born  Nov.  24,  1780;  Joshua, 
Sept.  24,  1782;  Eber,  Jan.  i,  1786;  Coman,  Sept. 
8,  1788;  Deborah,  May  21,  1791;  Joseph,  March 
23,  1794;  Joseph  (2),  March  3,  1795;  Riley,  Aug. 
29,  1797;  and  Dorcas,  Sept.  27,  1801.  Of  these, 
David,  Joshua,  Eber,  Coman  and  Deborah  mar- 
ried, and  lived  to  advanced  life,  all  having  families 
excepting  Joshua. 

David  Bowen,  son  of  Asahel,  born  Nov.  24, 
1780,  married  Mary  Bussey,  and  lived  in  the  town 
of  Glocester.  In  his  earlier  life  he  was  a house  car- 
penter, but  later  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  died  Sept.  4,  1862,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  iJarch  19th  of  that  same  year;  both  were 
buried  in  the  family  burying-ground  in  Glocester, 
near  the  Scituate  line,  R.  I.  His  children  were: 
Elijah  B.,  Thankful  B.,  David  A.,  Asahel  (all  of 
whom  died  when  young),  Nicholas  (married  Sarah 
Ann  Card),  David  A.  (married  Caroline  Rounds), 
jMary  S.  (married  Daniel  Gorey)  and  Lyman. 

Lyman  Bowen,  son  of  David,  born  July  16, 
1815,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  married  b'eb. 
23,  1840,  Phebe  Ann  Burgess,  born  IMay  8,  1822, 
in  Johnston,  R.  I.  IMr.  Bowen  was  a farmer  of 
Scituate,  Rhode  Island. 

\\  :LLr.\M  Henry  Bowen,  M.  D.,  son  of  Lyman 
and  Phebe  A.  (Burgess)  Bowen,  was  born  and 
reared  on  a farm  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
of  Scituate,  the  eldest  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  were  girls.  At  an  early  age  he  was  put  to 
work  on  a farm  and  sent  to  school  winters.  Despite 
this  disadvantage  he  early  develo]x‘d  a taste  for 
books  and  study,  and  when  not  more  than  twelve 
years  old  he  had  decided  to  become  a doctor.  But 
the  family  was  large  and  money  was  scarce,  and 
not  much  help  could  be  cx])ected  from  his  father ; 
so  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  work  for  a 
neighboring  farmer,  in  order  to  earn  money  for 
his  education.  As  soon  as  he  had  saved  enough 
for  the  pur])ose  he  entered  the  Smithville  Seminar\', 
walking  daily  to  and  from  school,  a distance  of 
four  miles.  In  this  way,  by  working  out  and  after 
a time  by  teaching  school,  he  was  able  in  five  years, 
through  hard  work,  rigid  economy  and  close  appli- 
cation, to  prepare  for  college,  and  also  to  take  extra 
courses  in  chemistry  and  the  French  language. 
Three  of  the  five  years  were  spent  at  East  (jreen- 
wich  Academy.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered 
the  office  of  Dr.  Charles  TI.  Fisher,  in  North  Scit- 
uate. and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine.  After 
the  necessary  preliminary  study  he  entered  Dart- 
mouth College,  graduating  from  that  institution 
as  doctor  of  medicine  Oct.  30,  1863,  when  but 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  The  young  man  im- 
mediately commenced  practice  in  the  village  of 
Clayville.  and  after  remaining  there  four  years 
removed  to  Rockland,  in  the  town  of  Scituate, 
where  he  lived  for  twenty-one  years.  After  prac- 
tising in  the  country  for  twenty-five  years  he  re- 
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moved  in  November,  1888,  to  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, where  he  is  now  actively  engaged  in  an  ex- 
tensive medical  practice. 

Dr.  Bowen  is  a member  of  the  Providence 
Medical  Association  and  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society.  He  is  a Mason,  belonging  to  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  has  been  master  of  Hamilton 
Lodge,  and  high  priest  of  Scituate  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  In  politics  Dr.  Bowen  has  always 
been  independent,  but  notwithstanding  his  inde- 
pendence he  was  elected  to  the  school  committee  of 
the  town  of  Scituate  for  ten  successive  years,  nine 
vears  of  which  he  was  superintendent  of  schools. 

Dr.  Bowen  is  quiet  and  reserved  in  manner,  but 
decided  and  fearless  when  assailed  and  always 
prompt,  active,  straightforward  and  self-reliant. 
He  labors  hard  to  keep  abreast  of  the  best  scienti- 
fic thought  and  advancement  of  the  times,  and 
whatever  measure  of  success  in  life  he  may  have 
achieved  has  been  due  to  his  own  exertions,  per- 
severance and  hard  work. 

On  Feb.  22,  1865,  Dr.  Bowen  was  married  to 
i\liss  Phebe  Smith  Aldrich,  daughter  of  Arthur 
Fenner  Aldrich,  who  for  many  years  was  a leading 
citizen  of  Scituate.  Two  daughters  and  five  sons 
were  born  to  this  union,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Cora  Aldrich,  who  married  Flenry  C. 
Sherman,  professor  of  chemistry,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, N.  Y. ; Plarry  Lyman,  who  married  Anna 
Tuttle,  of  Fall  River,  IMass.,  and  resides  in  Glas- 
gow, Ky. ; William  Henry,  a practicing  physician 
of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  who  married  IMabcl  Snow,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.;  and  Frank  Aldrich  Bowen,  un- 
married. 

WALTER  KIMBALL  JENKS.  The  Jenks 
family  can  trace  as  far  back  as  (I)  Jobn  Jenks,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1632,  son  of  Joseph.  He 
married  Sarah  Alerriam,  and  died  in  1698. 

(II)  Captain  lohn  Jenks,  son  of  John,  married 
(first)  Elizabeth ‘Barry.  He  was  thrice  wedded, 
and  was  the  father  of  nineteen  children. 

(Til)  Captain  Samuel  Jenks,  son  of  Captain 
John,  was  born  in  1732,  married  Mary  Haynes, 
and  died  in  i8ot.  His  children  were:  Samuel 
and  an  infant,  born  at  Port  Shirley.  Sept.  6,  1760, 
died  March  21.  1761:  Mary,  born  A])ril  2,  1762 
married  Jude  Watson,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1803,  aged 
forty-one  vears;  Samuel,  of  Nantucket,  bom  at 
Tiledford.  March  29.  1766.  married  (first)  Mary 
Wav.  and  (second)  Mrs.  Eunice  (\Yeyer)  Swam, 
and  died  Jan.  17,  1833:  Susannah,  born  March  6 
1764.  married  Seth  Ruggles,  of  Poultney,  Vt.,  and 
died  ^larch  23,  1836;  John,  born  May  20.  1768, 
married  Susannah  Little,  and  died  March  t8,  179/ • 
Francis,  born  IMav  6,  1770.  married  Alice  Xye.  and 
died  Aug.  2.  1812;  Henry  Goldthwort,  born  July 
29,  1776,  died  lulv  2.  tSoi  : M illiam.  bom  No\. 
25.  1778,  marri'ed 'Betsey  Russell;  Sarah  married 
John  Ruggles,  of  Fairhaven.  and  a son.  born  Xo\. 


5,  17 — 4,  married  Miss  Abigail  Fuller  Barber,  of 
Newtown. 

(IV)  Samuel  Jenks,  son  of  Captain  Samuel, 
married  Mary  M'ay,  wbo  was  born  in  Pbiladelphia, 
Penn.,  June  2,  lybo,  and  who  died  at  Boston,  in 
Getober,  1806.  They  had  children:  Samuel 
Hayes,  born  Sept.  20.  1789.  died  Sept.  23,  1863,  at 
South  Boston;  Robert  Way,  born  Sept.  21,  1791, 
at  Boston,  died  in  1862  at  Providence;  Mary  Wav, 
born  Nov.  3,  1793,  married  (first)  \Villiam  C. 
Briggs,  and  (second)  Unit  Gardner,  and  died  in 
Nantucket  ; Catherine,  born  Jan.  17.  1796,  married 
Henry  M.  Pinkham.  and  died  Nov.  28,  1835,  at 
Nantucket;  W’illiam  Henry,  born  Nov.  25,  1802, 
died  at  South  Boston,  Oct.  3,  1885. 

(V)  Robert  M'ay  Jenks,  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
ried at  Nantucket  Feb.  6,  1817,  Fanny  Weyer, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Lerraine  W'eyer,  born  at  Nan- 
tucket, Sept.  II,  1797.  and  died  at  Siasconset.  They 
had  these  children : Eliza  Hussey,  born  at  Nan- 
tucket, Feb.  26,  1818.  married  S.  G.  H.  Nellis, 
July  14,  1842,  and  died  in  July,  1897 ! Robert  S., 
iiorn  at  Boston,  April  24.  1819,  died  at  Nantucket, 
Oct.  4,  1819.  Robert  Way  Jenks  married  (second) 
at  Nantucket,  Oct.  27,  1823,  Eunice  Coffin,  born 
at  Nantucket  June  6.  1800,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Peggy  Coffin,  and  she  died  at  Nantucket  March 
8,  1824,  the  mother  of  one  son,  Isaac  Coffin,  born  at 
Boston,  Feb.  29,  1824,  died  in  California.  Robert 
Way  Jenks  married  (third)  at  Chepachet,  May 
10.  1827,  Fidelis  (Kimball)  Bradford,  born  June 
17,  1799,  daughter  of  Amherst  and  Jerusha  Kim- 
ball, and  she  died  Oct.  24,  1874.  Her  children 
were : Samuel  Amherst,  born  at  Providence,  iMarch 
8,  1828;  and  Robert  Way,  Jr.,  born  at  Chepachet, 
July  13,  1830,  died  at  Providence  in  1883. 

(VI)  Robert  Way  Jenks,  son  of  Rolicrt  Way, 
married  Abby  Susan  Dyer,  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  Susan  Dyer,  of  Quidnesset,  R.  I.,  and  she 
died  in  1872.  He  married  (second)  in  1878.  iMary 
Horton.  He  died  in  the  year  1883.  To  his  first 
marriage  was  born  a son,  Walter  Kimball. 

(\TI)  M'alter  Kimball  Jenks,  son  of  Robert 
W'ay  and  Abby  Susan,  born  July  12,  1852.  married 
Nov.  26,  1878.  Lydia  Ann  Harriman,  daughter  of 
George  and  Nancy  Harriman.  of  Rehoboth,  iMass., 
and  she  died  iMay  ii,  1886,  leaving  one  son,  Ed- 
ward Dyer,  born  Sept.  10,  1879.  who  married  June 
30.  I9o'6.  Leila  B.  von  Ache,  and  lives  in  Los 
Angeles.  Cal.  W’alter  K.  Jenks  married  (second) 
April  24.  1888,  Annie  Cottrell  Hazard,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Stanton  and  Hannah  (Stanton)  Hazard,  of 
Providence. 

Walter  Kimball  Jenks  was  born  in  Central 
Falls,  l)ut  he  was  brought  to  Providence  by  his 
father  when  six  iponths  old.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Providence  and  at  Austin 
& Ladd’s  private  school.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  took  up  the  trade  of  engraving,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  with  his  father,  who  had  been 
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an  engraver  with  the  Gorham  Hamifacturing  Com- 
pany,, and  who  established  his  business  in  1862. 
The  business  was  then  in  the  Phoenix  building, 
next  in  the  iiutler  Exchange,  then  at  No.  yo  West- 
minster street,  whence  it  was  removed  in  1898,  to  its 
jjresent  location.  No.  268  Westminster  street.  iMr. 
Jenks  worked  for  his  father  as  a young  man,  until 
his  twentieth  year,  when  in  1872  his  father  gave 
hipi  an  interest  in  the  business.  He  has  been  iden- 
tihed  with  the  business  as  part  owner  and  owner  for 
thirty-five  years.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  ljusiness  houses  in  the  city,  doing  the  best  of 
work  for  the  best  people.  Mr.  Jenks  has  huilt  up  a 
large  business  in  the  last  twenty  years,  being  more 
than  usually  successful. 

Mr.  Jenks  is  interested  in  real  estate,  in  the 
nature  of  tenement  property,  having  about  $30,000 
invested  in  that  line,  in  Providence.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never  taken  an  active 
interest  in  political  matters.  He  is  an  attendant  of 
the  Calvary  Baptist  Church  on  Broad  street.  He 
is  on  the  Roll  of  Honor  of  the  Light  Infantry 
(istj,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  ten  years. 

LOUIS  M.  BATE.MAN.  The  name  Bateman 
is  of  English  origin  and  the  branch  of  the  family 
living  in  East  Greenwich,  represented  by  Louis  M. 
Bateman,  a merchant  of  that  place,  is  descended 
from  Hector,  second  son  of  Lord  Bateman,  of 
Jfngland.  This  Hector  had  three  sons  who  emi- 
grated to  Rhode  Island,  William  settling  in  New- 
port, Thomas  in  Ifast  Greenwich  and  Benjamin  in 
Tiverton. 

Thomas  Bateman  married  Elizabeth  Merrill, 
and  of  their  large  family  one  son  was  iManly,  the 
father  of  Louis  i\l.  Manly  Bateman  was  l)orn 
Aug.  23,  1803,  and  was  educated  in  the  town 
schools  of  his  native  place.  While  still  young  he 
began  his  career  in  the  grocery  business,  his  life- 
long occupation.  He  gave  his  entire  attention  to 
it,  to  the  exclusion  of  puldic  affairs,  and  was  very 
successful.  iMr.  Bateman  was  married  to  iMiss 
Helen  Loranda  Blanchard,  of  Charlton,  Mass.,  and 
an  only  son  w^as  born  to  them,  Louis  M.  i\Irs. 
Bateman  passed  away  in  1878,  Mr.  Bateman  sur- 
viving until  1888. 

Louis  M.  Bateman  was  born  Oct.  28.  1846,  in 
East  Greenwich,  in  the  house  where  his  father  was 
born,  and  where  he  himself  has  always  continued 
to  live.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and  then 
took  a course  at  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  On 
leaving  school  he  went  into  his  father’s  store  where 
he  soon  was  readv  to  share  the  responsibilities  of 
its  management,  and  in  time  he  succeeded  to  its 
entire  control.  He  is  honest,  industrious  and  steady 
going,  and  well  deserves  the  prosperity  which  has 
attended  uj^on  his  efforts. 

iMr.  Bateman’s  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  East 
Greenwich  and  his  wife  was  a resident  of  the  same 
])lacc.  Her  maiden  name  was  iM.  Cornelia  Reeve. 


Air.  Bateman  is  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  E.,  at  East  Greenwich. 

GEORGE  NICHOLS  BROWNING,  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Ocean  Star  Cottage,”  at  Matunuck, 
.South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  was  born  in  Waterford, 
Conn.,  Aug.  24,  185C.  His  grandfather,  Samuel 
Browning,  was  a farmer  all  of  his  life,  and  built 
the  old  part  of  the  house  where  his  grandson, 
George  N.,  now  lives.  He  was  a Quaker. 

George  Eox  Browning,  father  of  George  N., 
was  born  at  what  was  then  called  the  "Back  Side,” 
in  South  Kingstown.  Eor  three  years  he  was  an 
apprentice  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  W’elcome 
Tucker  at  Carolina.  IMr  some  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  lived  at  Waterford,  Conn.,  engaged  in 
farming  and  fishing,  but  in  1866  he  returned  to 
South  Kingstown,  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  Sept.  8,  1885.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican.  He  married  Mary  E.  Nichols, 
who  was  born  on  the  “Taugwonk”  farm,  in  Hop- 
kinton,  R.  L,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browning  hatl 
children  as  follows : Mary  D.,  who  married  E.  R. 
Gould  and  has  two  children,  Jessie  and  Alyrtle ; 
George  Nichols;  and  Willard  Fox. 

George  Nichols  Browning  spent  his  school 
days  at  Cross  Alills  in  Charlestown,  and  at  Perry- 
ville,  R.  1.  Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  re- 
mained at  home,  and  spent  the  five  succeeding 
years  in  the  Life  Saving  Service  at  Narragansett 
Pier.  For  five  years  he  managed  a large  farm  in 
Barrington,  R.  I.,  and  in  1890  located  in  his  present 
home,  at  Matunuck,  rebuilding  the  "Ocean  Star 
Cottage,”  which  can  accommodate  fifty  guests. 
The  cottage  faces  a long  sandy  beach,  with  an  im- 
mense lawn  between  the  house  and  the  ocean.  The 
location  is  beautiful,  commanding  a view  of  all 
vessels  i)assing  around  Point  Judith.  There  are  no 
finer  drives  than  those  from  here  through  South 
Kingstown  and  Charlestown. 

Mr.  Browning  married  Sarah  E.  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  James  R.  Smith,  of  Narragansett  Pier, 
Rhode  Island. 

STEPHEN  WRIGHT  (deceased),  who  dur- 
ing his  life  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of 
Smithfield,  noted  for  his  enterprise  and  industry, 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  lime  manufacturing 
at  Lime  Rock,  now  in  the  town  of  Lincoln.  His 
entire  life  was  spent  there.  Mr.  Wright’s  birth 
occurred  June  24,  1819,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
and  he  was  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent families  of  this  section  of  the  country. 

W hile  the  Wffdght  family  has  never  been  a 
numerous  one  in  Rhode  Island,  there  have  resided 
in  the  various  towns  a number  of  the  name.  One 
Henry  Wright,  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  came  to 
Providence  not  far  from  1643,  purchasing  one  of 
the  original  home  lots,  and  from  the  time  of  his 
coming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  .1676 


s 


k 


I 

i 

i 


RHODE  ISLAND 


202; 


during  King  Philip's  war,  he  was  a neighbor  of 
Roger  Williams,  whose  follower  he  was.  His  pos- 
terity lived  in  ancient  Providence,  out  of  which 
town  were  created  several  towns  now  in  Providence 
county,  and  in  these  towns  some  of  his  descend- 
ants continue  to  reside.  The  name  has  been  per- 
I^etuated  through  his  son,  Samuel  Wright,  whose 
son,  Penjamin  Wright,  lived  and  died  in  the  town 
of  Smithfield. 

An  early  record  in  Providence  is  of  the  family 
of  Stephen  and  Susanna  (Sweeting)  Wright, 
whose  marriage  is  of  record  as  having  occurred 
there  in  1738,  the  children  there  given  to  them  be- 
ing: Amy,  born  July  8,  1739;  Stephen,  born 
j\larch  4,  1741;  Esther,  born  Dec.  20,  1742;  Wil- 
liam C.,  born  June  22,  1745;  Susanna,  born  March 
17,  1747;  and  Mary,  born  June  22,  1748.  The  vital 
records  of  Rhode  Island  are  very  incomplete,  yet 
fragmentary  accounts  of  the  Wrights  show  them 
to  have  been  in  various  towns  of  the  State  through 
the  eighteenth  century. 

In  the  town  of  Smithfield  lived  the  family  of 
Augustus  Wright,  he  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
lime-burning  industry  of  that  section.  Mr.  Wright 
married  Mary  Harris,  of  Lime  Rock,  born  Jan. 
14,  1792,  and'  their  children  \vere : Earl  A.,  born 
i\Iarch  28,  1813;  Selinda,  born  Alarch  20,  1815, 
who  died  Dec.  23,  1819;  Orin,  born  Oct.  20,  1816; 
Stephen,  born  June  24,  1819;  George  W.,  born 
Sept.  13,  1821;  William  E.,  born  July  24,  1823; 
Augustus,  born  Dec.  14,  1831,  who  resides  in 
Providence;  and  Mary,  born  Aug.  23,  1833,  who 
married  Reuben  Wilbur.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  ]\lay  25,  1838,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Wright  cemetery. 

Stephen  Wright  attended  the  district  school  of 
his  native  place,  and  for  a few  months  a select 
school  in  Massachusetts.  Though  but  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  he  succeeded  to 
the  latter’s  business  on  a capital  consisting  only 
of  his  native  energy  and  ability.  He  became  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Sept.  15,  1902,  was 
one  of  the  town’s  oldest  and  most  successful  citi- 
zens. Mr.  Wright  w'as  a self-made  man 
in  every  way.  He  was  for  upward  of  fifty 
years  engaged  in  the  lime  business,  owning  the 
Harris  Lime  Rock,  a large  tract  of  \vood 
land  which  was  used  in  building  the  kilns,  and 
fifty  acres  of  fine  farm  land.  At  one  time  he  w'as 
very  prominent  in  town  affairs,  being  a stancb 
Republican  on  political  questions,  and  though  he 
did  not  care  for  public  office  for  himself  he  w'as 
interested  in  having  capable  men  elected. 

On  April  28,  1842,  IMr.  Wright  was  married  to 
Louise  Draper  Eaton,  born  May  17,  1820,  at  Day- 
ville,  Windham  county.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Arte- 
mus  and  Marion  Eaton,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  children  as  follows : Alice  Caroline,  born 
May  17,  1843,  married  David  Wilbur,  and  died  in 
Lincoln,  ]\Iay  10,  1888;  Joseph  Harris,  born  Sept. 


12,  1845,  died  April  11,  1889,  unmarried;  Henry, 
born  June  27,  1849,  uiarried  Charlotte  Comstock, 
and  died  April  i,  1899;  George  L.,  born  Oct.  28, 
1853,  died  Sept.  9,  1900,  unmarried;  Theodore, 
born  July  17,  185O,  succeeded  to  his  father's  busi- 
ness in  1900  (he  married  Abby  M.  Knowlton j ; 
Helen  Louise,  born  Dec.  16,  1858,  married  Dean 
Nickerson,  and  now  resides  on  the  homestead;  and 
Emma  G.,  born  Oct.  10,  1861,  died  Dec.  12,  1885, 
unmarried.  Mrs.  Wright  died  March  4,  1902,  and 
was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Lime  Rock. 

STONE.  One  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  New  England,  members  of  which  have  been 
prominent  in  political,  business,  religious  and  so- 
cial circles  for  a long  period,  is  that  of  Stone,  rep- 
resented in  Providence  by  Henry  P.  Stone,  an  en- 
terprising young  business  man,  who  is  a descendant 
in  the  ninth  generation  from  the  progenitor. 

(I)  Deacon  Gregory  Stone,  brother  of  Simon, 
and  probably  also  of  the  Rev.  Samuel,  came  over 
from  England  in  about  1635,  being  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  Lydia  (the  widow  Cooper),  six  chil- 
dren— John  (born  about  1619),  Daniel,  David, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Samuel — and  two  children  of 
Mrs.  Stone  by  her  first  husband.  They  settled  in 
Cambridge,  and  Deacon  Stone  became  prominent 
in  both  Church  and  State. 

(II)  David  Stone,  son  of  Deacon  Gregory,  of 
Cambridge,  had  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth : David, 
born  April  16,  1650,  and  by  his  wife,  Dorcas : 
Daniel,  born  about  1651;  Dorcas,  Dec.  18,  1652; 
John,  about  1654;  Samuel,  June  19,  1656;  and  Na- 
thaniel, about  1658. 

(HI)  Daniel  Stone,  son  of  David,  born  about 
1651,  by  his  wife,  Joanna,  had  children:  Daniel, 
David  and  Dorcas.  Of  these,  David  married  IMind- 
well  Priest,  of  Watertown.  Both  brothers  probably 
settled  in  Dorchester. 

(IV)  Daniel  Stone  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born  in 
1678,  married  (first)  Jan.  5,  1711,  Thankful  With- 
ington.  She  died  Oct.  27,  1732,  and  he  married 
(second)  Nov.  23,  1758,  Mrs.  Hannah  Woodcock. 
Mr.  Stone  appears  to  have  settled  in  Dorchester. 
Mass.,  afterward  Stoughton  and  now  Canton,  be- 
tween 1706  and  1711.  His  old  cellar  hole  can  still 
be  seen.  The  lot  is  still  known  as  the  Stone  pas- 
ture. He  received  his  deed  from  the  Indians  in 
1725,  and  was  first  taxed  in  1727.  Some  years 
afterward  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Ponkipog 
and  occupied  the  farm  which  was  some  years  ago 
owned  by  the  poet  T.  B.  Aldrich.  He  died  IMay  2, 
1762,  aged  eighty-four  years,  his  children  being: 
Mary,  born  Oct.  20,  1713;  Thankful;  Joanna,  bap- 
tized Feb.  15,  1718  ; Henry,  baptized  Eeb.  19,  1721  : 
Amity,  baptized  June  9,  1723  ; Ann,  baptized  Jan. 
2,  1727  (all  born  to  the  first  marriage)  ; and 
Hannah. 

(V)  Henry  Stone,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  baptized 
Feb.  19,  1721,  married,  about  1742,  Lydia  Wads- 
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worth.  ]Mr.  Stone’s  name  appears  in  connection 
with  land  matters  a number  of  times  on  the  in- 
dexes of  the  Registry  of  Deeds.  Boston.  iMr.  Stone 
was  an  innholder.  In  connection  with  Edward 
\\'entworth  he  established  at  Milton  the  first  choc- 
olate mill  in  British  North  America.  His  death 

occurred  Jan.  7,  1784,  when  aged  sixty-two  years, 

and  his  widow,  Lydia,  died  Nov.  15,  1797-  Their 
children  were:  Patience,  born  March  23,  1743; 
George,  born  Jan.  23,  1745,  died  Aug.  13,  1770; 

Lydia,  born  July  25,  1747,  died  Dec.  22,  1805; 

M’illiam,  born  Sept.  4,  1749,  died  Dec.  18,  1778; 
Henry,  born  April  5,  1751,  died  unmarried  June 
26,  1777;  Eunice,  born  Jan.  23,  1753,  died  May  8, 
1787;  Lemuel,  born  i\larch  5,  1755;  Chloe,  bap- 
tized Sept.  25,  1757,  died  July  i,  1840;  Lois,  bap- 
tized Oct.  7,  1759;  Daniel,  born  May  9,  1762; 
Mary,  born  March  28,  1765;  Sarah,  born  March  i, 
1767,  died  Oct.  ii,  1769;  and  Sally,  born  Oct.  6, 
D77- 

(\T)  Lemuel  Stone,  son  of  Henry,  born  iNIarch 
5,  1755,  married  March  5,  1778,  Sarah  Smith.  i\Ir. 
Stone  was  lost  at  sea,  probably  about  1785,  and  the 
widow  soon  afterward  married  George  W.  Grover. 
It  is  said  that  Sarah  Smith  and  her  sister  were 
two  of  the  prettiest  girls  of  Stoughton.  The  chil- 
dren of  Lemuel  and  his  wife  Sarah  were:  Avis, 
born  Dec.  23,  1778;  Henry,  Sept.  8 or  9,  1781  ; and 
Lydia,  June  14,  1783. 

(VII)  Henry  Stone  (2),  son  of  Lemuel,  born 
Se])t.  8 or  9,  1781,  married  April  6,  1813,  Lucina 
Winsor,  daughter  of  Augustus  and  Nancy  (Water- 
man) Winsor.  When  about  six  years  of  age  Mr. 
Stone  was  apprenticed  to  a Mr.  Drake,  with  whom 
he  remained  during  his  minority.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Rhode  Island  and  was  for  a time  a clerk 
in  a store  at  Olneyville.  PIc  became  a manufac- 
turer of  cotton  fabrics  at  the  Lhiion  mill,  Olney- 
ville, at  this  mill  being  associated  with  John  W’ater- 
man;  Randall  Mill,  North  Providence;  and  after- 
ward at  the  Central  Mill,  in  Seekonk,  Mass,  (now 
Ifast  Providence,  R.  I.).  Railing  during  the  finan- 
cial panic  of  1837,  he  returned  to  the  Daniel  Win- 
sor estate  in  Smithfield,  near  Greenville,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Ecb. 
15,  i860,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Henry  Stone  was  a man  of  sterling  character, 
and  was  much  esteemed  by  his  neighbors.  He  was 
for  several  years  a member  of  the  town  council  of 
Smithfield.  His  widow,  Avho  had  for  many  years 
borne  patiently  the  afifiction  of  total  blindness,  died 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  12,  1862,  aged  eighty- 
two  vears.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Henry  Au- 
gustus, born  April  14,  1814,  was  for  some  years  in 
early  life  engaged  in  a mercantile  business  in  Provi- 
dence and  Woonsocket,  and  later  became  connected 
with  the  Norfolk  County  Railroad,  hecoming  its 
first  su])erintendent.  Subsequently  he  hecame  gen- 
eral ])assenger  and  freight  agent  of  the  Connecti- 
cut \ alley  Railroad,  and  served  this  until  he  re- 
tired from  business.  He  died  in  M’oonsocket.  March 


30,  1888.  His  first  wife  was  Maria  C.  Brown, 
who  died  in  1844,  and  his  second  wife  Ann -Eliza 
Briggs,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Providence.  (2) 
Julia  Ann,  born  Aug.  10,  1816.  died  Oct.  13,  1817. 
(3)  Sarah  Ann,  born  Eeb.  7,  1818,  married  Mdl- 
liam  Tififany  Ide,  a farmer,  and  resided  at  what  is 
now'  East  Providence,  later  removing  to  Creston, 
Iowa,  wdiere  Mr.  Ide  died  Nov.  3,  1877,  Mrs.  Ide 
returning  to  East  Providence,  where  she  passed 
awxiy  June  3,  1890.  (4)  Lemuel  Morse  Ellis,  born 

Eeb.  24,  1820,  became  a civil  engineer,  and  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  railway  construction  w'ork 
in  New  England,  being  chief  engineer  in  the  con- 
struction of  many  lines  of  railroad  in  the  New  Eng- 
land, Middle  and  some  of  the  Western  States;  w'as 
from  1856  to  1871  superintendent  of  the  Provi- 
dence, Warren  & Bristol  Railroad ; made  the  pre- 
liminary survey  of  the  Providence  & Springfield 
Railroad,  and  was  its  first  superintendent  and 
treasurer.  When  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
Dams  and  Reservoirs  was  created  in  1882,  he 
held  the  office  from  that  time  until  his  death. 
Alarch  14,  1895.  in  North  Providence,  where  he 
served  as  president  of  the  town  council,  and  w^as 
for  a number  of  years  a representative  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  i\lr.  Stone  married  Caroline  L. 
Phetteplace,  who  survives  him.  (5)  Mdnsor  was 
born  Oct.  26,  1822.  (6)  Waterman,  born  Eeb.  8, 

1825,  died  April  28,  1840.  (7)  Mary  Thurber, 

born  iMarch  23.  1829,  died  April  4.  1829. 

(VHT)  M’insor  Stone,  son  of  Henry  (2),  born 
Oct.  26,  1822,  in  North  Providence,  received  a 
limited  common  school  education.  Erom  the  age 
of  eight  years  he  was  identified  with  the  cotton 
manufacturing  business,  which  he  learned  to  a 
large  extent  with  his  father.  About  1855  he  removed 
to  Gohoes,  N.  Y.,  and  became  an  accountant  in  the 
Ogden  iMills,  of  wdiich  Waterman  Smith  was  su- 
jierintendent.  Soon  after  i\lr.  Stone  became  super- 
intendent of  the  Clifton  Mills,  a large  hosiery  man- 
ufacturing concern  at  the  same  place,  remaining 
there  until  1864,  a part  of  which  time  he  w’as  a 
])art  ow'iier  in  the  mill.  In  this  year  he  disposed  of 
his  interest  and  returned  to  Rhode  Island  to  be- 
come superintendent  of  the  new  mill  of  the  Groton 
Manufacturing  Company  in  Providence,  located  on 
the  site  of  the  new'  State  armory,  he  having  full 
charge  of  this  mill  from  the  time  it  w'as  started  un- 
til it  W'as  closed  in  the  fall  of  1883.  He  then  gave 
up  all  business,  his  more  than  ordinary  activity 
and  unusually  close  application  to  business  having 
so  undermined  his  health  that  for  a period  of  one 
vear  prior  to  his  death  he  w'as  an  invalid.  i\Ir. 
Stone  died  in  Providence,  Jan.  18,  1885,  and  was 
buried  in  the  indall  lot  in  the  North  burying 
ground. 


iMr.  Stone  as  successful,  and  made  and  re- 
tained manv  fi,ends.  His  know'ledge  of  human 
nature  was  keen  and  he  possessed  a remarkable 
facultv  for  handling  men,  to  which,  in  addition  to 
his  splendid  business  acumen,  was  due  his  success. 
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He  cared  little  for  politics.  His  father  was  an  old- 
line  Jacksonian  Democrat,  bnt  all  of  his  sons  were 
Republicans,  none  of  them,  however,  displaying 
any  political  aspirations. 

]\Ir.  Stone  was  married  (first)  to  Patience  H. 
Randall,  born  March  4,  1825,  in  RMrth  Providence, 
daughter  of  Shadrach  and  Patience  (Ohiey)  Ran- 
dall, and  she  died  IMay  18,  1859,  the  mother  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (i)  Howard  Winsor,  born  in 
Smithfield,  Feb.  28,  1849,  married  Sarah  E.  Rem- 
ington, and  they  have  had  these  children : Maud, 
deceased,  Howard  W.,  Jr.,  Edith  Randall  and 
IMary  Straight,  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  K.  Kinnecutt. 
]\lr.  Stone  was  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
cotton  manufacturing  industry  of  Providence,  serv- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  the  Merino 
and  White  Stone  mills,  and  is  now  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  and  resides  in  East  Greenwich.  (2) 
Mary  Lucina,  born  at  Watervliet,  N.  Y.,  March  15, 
1858,  died  June  29,  1859.  Winsor  Stone  was  mar- 
ried (second)  Oct.  7,  1868,  to  Susan  S.  Y'illiams, 
born  in  Providence,  Aug.  20,  1839,  daughter  of 
Preston  E.  and  Susan  (Smith)  Williams,  and  a 
descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. Mrs.  Stone  died  Jan.  17,  1894,  the  mother 
of:  Henry  Preston,  born  Eeb.  27,  1870;  Susan 
Smith,  born  Nov.  16,  1871,  married  April  2,  1902, 
Dr.  John  L.  Sprague  of  Providence ; M'illiam 
Earle,  born  Eeb.  9,  1878,  died  Feb.  28,  1880;  and 
Alice  Williams,  born  Dec.  24,  1879,  married  Oct. 
II,  1905,  Hunter  C.  White,  Jr.,  and  their  one 
daughter,  Nancy  Harris,  born  Sept.  27,  1906,  died 
Feb.  5,  1907. 

(IX)  Henry  Preston  Stone,  son  of  Mdnsor, 
was  born  in  Providence,  Feb.  27,  1870,  and  his 
preliminary  education  was  secured  in  the  common 
schools,  this  being  later  supplemented  by  a course 
at  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College,  from 
which  latter  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1888.  He  then  became  a bookkeeper  in  the  employ 
of  the  Diamond  Machine  Company,  where  he  re- 
mained for  five  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business,  establishing  a real  estate,  mortgage, 
loan  and  fire  insurance  office.  Since  that  time  his 
business  has  been  steadily  increasing,  and  he  rep- 
resents some  of  the  largest  companies  of  New 
England. 

On  (3ct.  23,  1902,  Mr.  Stone  was  married  in 
Central  Ealls,  R.  I.,  to  Annie  F.  Anderson,  a native 
of  Pawtucket,  daughter  of  James  L.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Stone  is  very  well  known  and  popular  in  Ma- 
sonic and  other  fraternal  circles,  being  a member  of 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; past 
high  priest  of  Providence  Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  A.  M. ; 
past  master  of  Providence  Council.  No.  i,  R.  & 
S.  AI. ; recorder  of  Calvary  Commandery  No.  13, 
K.  T.,  and  has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
IMasonry,  and  is  also  a member  of  Palestine 
Temple,  A.  A.  ().  N.  IM.  S.  He  is  also  a charter 
member  of  Columbus  Tent  No.  i,  K.  ( ).  T.  IM., 
the  first  Tent  chartered  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 


land, is  past  commander  thereof,  and  now  holds 
the  position  of  record  kee])cr  in  that  organization. 

JAMES  GRAHAM,  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Newport  in  the  building  and  con- 
tracting line,  is  also  well-known  and  respected  as  a 
citizen.  He  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  was 
born  July  10,  1843,  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  a 
son  of  George  and  Janet  (Wilson)  Graham. 

George  Graham,  father  of  James,  died  in  Scot- 
land aged  seventy-three  years.  By  trade  a miller, 
he  operated  a grist-mill  during  many  of  his  vears 
of  activity.  Ble  married  Janet  Wilson,  also  of  Scot- 
land, who  died  aged  eighty-three  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Ruth,  who  resides  in  Scotland,  unmar- 
ried ; Jane,  deceased,  who  was  .the  wife  of  Alexan- 
der Parker;  Joan,  who  is  the  widow  of  James  Beat- 
tie  : Helen,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Queeney : 
Robert,  a carpenter,  living  in  Scotland : James ; and 
Mary  and  Janet,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  mar- 
ried George  Thompson,  and  the  latter  resides  in 
Scotland,  unmarried. 

George  Graham,  grandfather  of  James,  was  a 
miller  by  trade  and  he  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
same  house  in  which  our  subject  was  born,  the  lat- 
ter being  in  the  fourteenth  generation  of  his  family 
born  in  the  same  old  home,  which  belongs  to  the 
estate  of  Haddom  Castle,  in  Dumfriesshire.  The 
greater  number  of  Mr.  Graham's  male  ancestors 
followed  the  peaceful  trade  of  milling. 

James  Graham  was  about  sixteen  years  old 
when  he  left  school,  after  which  he  followed  farm- 
ing for  some  two  years  and  then  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  with  Peter  Parish  for  two  and  a 
half  years.  He  then  went  to  work  at  Castle  IMilk. 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Milk,  and  continued 
working  at  his  trade  until  he  came  to  America. 

On  July  2,  1880,  IMr.  Graham  sailed  from 
Greenock,  Scotland,  in  the  steamer  “Ethiopia,"  and 
landed  in  New  York  July  ii,  1880,  proceeding  on 
to  Boston  that  same  night.  Fie  worked  several 
weeks  there  and  then  went  to  Gould  Island,  where 
he  worked  for  a Boston  firm  of  contractors  about 
five  months  and  then  came  to  Newjiort,  which  he 
reached  in  November,  1880.  He  remained  at  work 
at  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  James  Rudolph  for 
three  months,  and  was  then  employed  by  Anderson 
& McLean  and  later  by  McLean  & IMason,  as  fore- 
man, for  about  five  years.  Then  he  became  fore- 
man for  IM.  A.  IMcCormick,  the  contractor,  with 
whom  he  remained  several  months.  In  1888  Mr. 
Graham  branched  out  in  the  contracting  business 
on  his  own  account,  and  has  continued  the  same 
ever  since  with  satisfactory  results.  Among  some 
of  the  more  pretentious  contracts  which  he  has 
filled  may  be  mentioned  the  additions  to  the  Beak- 
hurst  house  on  Coggeshall  avenue : the  Desfossez 
house  on  Dresser  street,  and  the  John  Y',  Gibson 
house  on  Bliss  roafl. 

IMr.  Graham  was  married  Jan.  8.  1869,  in  Scot- 
land. to  Jane  Johnstone,  daughter  of  David  John- 
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stone,  and  to  tliem  has  been  born  one  daughter, 
Janet,  who  is  at  home,  unmarried. 

i\Ir.  (irabam  is  a member  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
Xo.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Newport;  Court  Wanton, 
No.  9,  Foresters  of  America,  of  which  he  is  past 
chief  ranger ; and  Newport  Conclave,  No.  39, 
Knights  of  Sherwood  Forest,  which  is  the  Third 
degree  of  the  Foresters  of  America.  He  also  holds 
membership  in  Clan  McLeod,  No.  163,  Order  of 
Scottish  Clans,  of  which  he  is  past  chief ; belongs 
also  to  St.  Andrew’s  Society,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  trustee  for  several  years;  to  the  New- 
port Horticultural  Society,  the  Luckina  Club,  the 
lluilders’  Association  and  the  Builders’  and  Mer- 
chants’ Exchange  of  Newport,  and  to  St.  John’s 
jMutual  Beneficial  Association. 

i\Ir.  Graham  is  independent  in  his  political  views 
and  has  always  persisted  in  declining  office.  He 
and  his  family  are  consistent  members  of  the  First 
Fresbyterian  Church,  which  he  has  served  as  dea- 
con since  its  organization,  being  the  first  deacon 
elected.  He  has  also  served  for  several  years  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent  of  Grace  Chapel,  on 
Wellington  avenue,  this  being  a mission  of  the  First 
Fresbyterian  Church. 

BENJAMIN  SHEFFIEId)  ANTHONY,  long 
a member  of  the  Fortsmouth  town  council,  a well 
known  and  successful  agriculturist,  and  a man  of 
sterling  characteristics  and  high  ideals  of  citizen- 
ship, has  been  a life  long  resident  of  Portsmouth. 
He  was  born  on  the  Glen  Farm.  Aug.  29,  1837, 
and  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Rhode  Island,  first  brought  to  New  England  by 
John  Anthony,  who  was  born  in  1607,  near  Lon- 
don, England,  and  who  came  to  New  England  in 
1634.  He  was  the  father  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

(II)  Abraham  Anthony,  youngest  son  of  the 
emigrant,  was  a native  of  Fortsmouth.  He  mar- 
ried Dec.  26,  1671,  Alice  Wodell,  born  Feb.  10, 
1650.  They  made  their  home  in  Portsmouth,  where 
he  was  an  owner  of  land.  He  served  eight  terms 
as  deputy,  and  was  speaker  of  the  House  of  Depu- 
ties, 1709-10.  He  became  the  father  of  thirteen 
children. 

(III)  William  Anthony,  second  son  of  Abra- 
ham, was  born  Oct.  31,  1675,  Portsmouth,  and 
there  he  married  March  14,  1694,  IMary  Cogges- 
hall,  daughter  of  John  Coggeshall.  They  were  resi- 
dents of  Portsmouth  where  their  lives  were  spent. 

(IV  ) Abraham  Anthony,  only  son  of  William, 
was  born  Sept.  26,  1696.  Fie  made  bis  home  in 
Swansea,  Mass.,  for  some  years,  but  later  returned 
to  Portsmouth  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent.  He  married  in  Swansea,  Elizabeth  Gray, 
and  they  became  tbe  parents  of  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  were  born  in  Swansea.  [For  detailed 
account  of  these  early  generations,  see  Vol.  I,  p. 

823.] 

(\  ) Daniel  Anthony,  youngest  son  of  Abraham 


and  Elizabeth  (Gray)  Anthony,  was  born  Sept,  i, 
1738,  in  Portsmouth.  He  made  his  home  in  Mid- 
dletown, and  later  in  Newport.  lie  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  five  by 
the  first  marriage,  and  four  by  the  second. 

(\T)  Abraham  Anthony,  eldest  son  of  Daniel 
by  his  second  marriage,  was  born  July  29,  1790. 
He  made  his  home  in  Portsmouth,  where  he  was  a 
land  owner  and  farmer,  and  where  he  spent  his 
entire  life. 

(VII)  Edward  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  in  Portsmouth  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
making  farming  his  occupation.  He  bought  a tract 
of  no  acres  of  land  on  the  W'est  IMain  Road  in 
Portsmouth,  part  of  which  is  now  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Benjamin  Hall.  He  made  great 
improvements  on  the  farm  and  owned  150  acres 
of  land  during  his  active  life.  He  was  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  market  gardening,  spending 
his  entire  life  on  the  farm.  He  attained  the  ripe  age 
of  eighty-three  years,  and  died  on  his  farm  Aug. 
29,  1893,  and  was  buried  in  the  Eriends’  Cemetery, 
Portsmouth.  In  his  political  ])rinciples  he  was  a 
Republican,  but  cared  nothing  for  the  honors  of 
public  office.  He  was  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 

In  iMiddletown,  R.  I.,  i\Ir.  Anthony  married 
Julia  Sheffield,  born  in  that  town,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Mary  (Barker)  Sheffield.  She  was  a 
faithful  church  woman  and  died  on  the  home  farm, 
and  was  huried  in  the  Friends’  cemetery.  She  was 
the  mother  of  si.x  children : Edward  Franklin, 
born  April  27,  1834,  was  a farmer  in  Portsmouth, 
where  he  died.  Benjamin  Sheffield  was  born  Aug. 
29,  1837.  Ji-fiia  F.,  born  Sept.  19,  1840,  died  young. 
Abby,  born  Aug.  30,  1842,  married  Ca[)t.  William 
R.  Landers,  of  Newport,  and  is  now  a widow  re- 
siding in  Fortsmouth.  Thomas,  born  Sept.  13, 
1845,  connected  with  the  Celluloid  Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  Newark.  N.  J.,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. James  M.,  born  Nov.  i,  1848,  resides  in 
JTovidence,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  tobacco  business.  Mr.  Anthony  married 
for  his  second  wife,  Mary  Barker,  widow  of  Capt. 
William  Barker,  of  Newport,  and  she  died  in 
Portsmouth. 

(\'lll)  Benjamin  Sheffield  Anthony  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  district  and  worked 
at  home  with  his  father  from  early  youth.  Farm- 
ing became  his  occupation,  and  he  owns  and 
operates  a tract  of  ninety  acres  of  the  homestead, 
on  which  he  has  made  extensive  improvements. 
He  has  engaged  in  market  gardening,  stock  raising 
and  dairy  farming,  working  hard  all  his  days.  He 
is  noted  for  his  thrift  and  business^  propensities, 
and  his  absolute  honesty  in  all  transactions.  His 
fine  taste  is  evidenced  in  the  beauty  and  neatness 
of  his  home  and  surroundings. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he  has  long 
l)een  active  in  town  afifairs.  and  for  two  years  was 
a memher  of  the  town  council.  His  political  faith 
is  that  of  a .stanch  Re])ublican.  He  takes  a deep 
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interest  in  the  town,  and  is  a firm  friend  of  good 
schools.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Eureka 
Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  JM.,  Portsmouth;  and 
Aquidneck  Chapter,  No.  9,  K.  A.  i\l.,  also  of  Ports- 
mouth. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Portsmouth,  in  which 
he  has  held  the  office  of  vestryman  and  junior 
warden  and  is  now  senior  warden.  His  love  for 
his  home  and  family  is  a marked  characteristic, 
and  he  is  never  happier  than  when,  surrounded  by 
his  loved  ones,  he  welcomes  his  legion  of  friends 
under  his  hospitable  roof. 

Hr.  Anthony  married  in  Jamestown,  R.  I., 
March  ii,  1874,  Mary  C.  Watson,  born  June  12, 
1848,  daughter  of  Robert  H.  and  Catharine  (Carr) 
Watson.  The  children  of  this  union  are : Julia 
Sheffield,  born  Feb.  12,  1876,  is  at  home;  Eva  B., 
born  Oct.  9,  1878,  died  Aug.  31,  1879;  Oriana  W., 
born  Jan.  25,  1881,  is  at  home;  and  Benjamin 
Earl,  born  May  18,  1883,  proprietor  of  the  Eureka 
Springs,  and  shipper  of  a large  amount  of  this  noted 
.spring  water  to  Providence  and  Newport,  married 
Augusta  Chase,  daughter  of  Isaac  Chase,  of  Ports- 
mouth. 

(VTII)  Edward  Franklin  Anthony,  now  de- 
ceased, eldest  brother  of  Benjamin  Sheffield  An- 
thony, was  born  on  the  homestead,  and  he  received 
his  education  in  the  district  school.  He  worked  at 
farming  with  his  father  until  in  his  young  man- 
hood, when  he  left  the  farm  and  went  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  jeweler  with 
Palmer  & Capron.  This  trade  he  followed  several 
years,  when  ill-health  forced  him  to  return  to  Ports- 
mouth and  seek  out-of-door  work.  Accordingly  he 
rented  a farm  near  his  father’s  home,  and  later 
farmed  a tract  of  forty-four  acres  on  what  is 
known  as  Barker’s  Hill,  \vest  of  the  main  road. 
There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  there 
he  died  March  22,  1902,  and  is  buried  in  'Union 
Cemetery,  Portsmouth.  His  political  principles 
were  those  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  re- 
ligious connection  was  with  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  was  senior  warden.  Fratern- 
ally he  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  i\I.,  and 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

Mr.  Anthony  married  in  Portsmouth,  Nov.  27, 
1856,  Emma  A.  Barker,  born  in  Newport,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  William  S.  and  Mary  Barker,  and 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  Barker.  They  had  one 
child,  Elwyn  Bailey,  born  Oct.  17,  1858,  who  was 
engaged  in  farming  at  Quaker  Hill,  Portsmouth. 
He  died  Sept.  6,  1905,  and  was  buried  in  Union 
Cemetery,  Portsmouth ; he  left  a widow,  Lucy 
Chase,  daughter  of  George  and  Carrie  Chase. 

(YHI)  James  M.  Anthony  was  born  in  Ports- 
mouth on  the  old  homestead,  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  and  the  next  vear  went  into  the  general 
store  of  Young  & Lyon,  as  clerk,  the  store  being 
located  then  on  the  corner  of  College  and  South 


Main  streets.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  went  to 
Wrentham  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  C.  Stone  & 
Son,  and  remained  one  winter,  when  he  came  to 
Providence,  entering  the  tobacco  store  of  Young  & 
Olney,  where  he  was  for  one  year,  thence  going  to 
the  cigar  store  of  Reynolds  & Salisbury  and  remain- 
ing two  years.  The  firm  then  changed  to  Reynolds 
& Parker,  the  latter  buying  out  Mr.  Salisbury,  and 
he  stayed  with  the  new  firm  two  years,  and  in  1875 
he  bought  Mr.  Parker’s  interest,  the  firm  becoming 
Reynolds  & Anthony.  They  did  a wholesale  and 
retail  business,  and  the  partnership  continued  un- 
til 1883,  when  M.  Anthony  bought  jMr.  Reynolds’ 
interest.  He  continued  the  business  in  the  same 
place  until  the  building  was  torn  down  in  1896, 
then  removing  to  his  present  location.  With  per- 
haps one  exception  Mr.  Anthony  is  the  oldest  man 
in  years  in  this  business  in  the  city,  beginning  when 
little  more  than  twenty-one.  He  is  a member  of 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  M.;  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  and  St.  John  Commandery.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Pomham  club  when  it  started,  but 
his  busines's  made  it  neccessary  for  him  to  with- 
draw. He  married  (first)  Orianna  Gorton,  daugh- 
ter of  Dexter  Gorton.  In  1892  he  married  Clara 
Franklin,  daughter  of  Henry  B.  Franklin,  and  they 
have  two  children : Henry  F.,  born  Oct.  23,  1895  ; 
and  Ralph  S.,  born  Jan.  14,  1898. 

SILAS  CARR,  a well  known  retired  resident  of 
Jamestown,  R.  L,  where  he  has  spent  most  of  his 
life,  was  born  March  29,  1839,  on  the  Greene  farm, 
in  Jamestown, and  is  a descendant  of  Governor  Caleb 
Carr,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Newport,  a full  his- 
tory of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
together  with  that  of  his  son  Nicholas  and  grand- 
son Thomas. 

Benjamin  Carr,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  Sept. 
14,  1725.  On  Sept.  5,  1755,  he  married  Alary  Mar- 
tindale,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  follows : Isaac, 
born  May  27,  1757;  Hannah,  Jan.  12,  1761;  Jo- 
seph, Dec.  7,  1762;  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Aug.  21,  1765; 
Alary,  July  20,  1769;  and  Thomas,  July  31,  1771 
(who  was  lost  at  sea). 

Benjamin  Carr,  Jr.,  son  of  Benjamin,  born  Aug. 
21,  1765,  made  his  home  in  Jamestown,  where  he 
followed  boating  and  fishing,  and  also  owned  a 
small  farm.  He  spent  his  life  in  Jamestown,  where 
he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  Friends’  Cemetery. 
He  married  Betsey  Douglas,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Alary  Ah,  born  July 
13,  1789,  died  single;  Abby  D.,  born  Feb.  16,  1791, 
married  Eben  Parlow,  of  New  Bedford,  Alass. ; 
Thomas,  horn  Alarch  10,  1793,  died  single;  Eliza 
Ann,  born  Aug.  20,  1795,  died  single:  Joseph  Mar- 
tin, born  Jan.  ii,  1798,  died  single;  John  Ah,  born 
Feb.  16,  1800,  died  in  Havana,  and  is  survived  by 
two  children,  George  and  Benjamin;  Isaac,  born 
July  8,  1802,  died  in  Jamestown;  Hannah  Fowler, 
born  June  26,  1804,  married  John  Bates,  of  New- 
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port,  and  of  their  four  children,  only  one,  Stephen, 
survives;  George  \\'.  was  born  Feb.  25,  1807;  W'il- 
liain  Pitt,  born  Oct.  9,  1809,  died  in  Jamestown. 

George  Carr,  son  of  Benjamin,  and  father  of 
Silas,  was  born  Feb.  25,  1807,  in  Jamestown, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  making  farming  his 
life  occupation.  He  rented  the  Greene  farm  from 
Joseph  Greene,  a tract  of  140  acres,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  forty  years,  and  later  purchased  a prop- 
erty of  his  own,  on  which  he  made  many  improve- 
ments, there  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
his  death  occurring  July  14,  1882.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  quite  active  in 
meetings,  and  was  buried  in  the  Friends’  cemetery. 
Strictly  temperate  in  habits,  ]\Ir.  Carr  was  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  he  was 
an  upright.  God-fearing  man. 

(3n  April  4,  1838,  George  \\'.  Carr  was  married 
at  Friends  iMeeting  to  Sarah  Foster,  daughter  of 
Othenial  and  Eunice  (Browning)  F'oster,  who  died 
(March  13,  1874,  and  was  buried  in  the  Friends’ 
cemetery.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
(Mr.  and  (Mrs.  Carr:  Silas,  born  (March  29,  1839; 
John  Foster,  born  July  19,  1840,  married  Ann 
Clarke;  George  F'ox,  born  July  26,  1842,  is  a pro- 
duce merchant  of  New  York;  Isaac  Pennington, 
born  Feb.  16,  1844,  niarried  Ella  Crocker,  and  re- 
sides at  Scranton,  Pa. ; Eunice  Browning,  born 
Oct.  24,  1847,  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  Alva  Littlefield, 
and  resides  in  Boston;  and  Stephen,  born  July  24, 
1850,  is  a lumber  merchant  of  New  York  City,  and 
married  Helen  Courts. 

Silas  Carr  attended  the  schools  of  Jamestown 
and  the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  after  returning 
from  which  he  located  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  was 
there  employed  until  his  marriage.  He  then  rented 
the  Benjamin  Bryer  farm,  which  he  operated  for 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  removed 
to  Providence  and  found  employment  in  the  ma- 
chine shops  of  Brown  & Sharpe,  where  he  did  con- 
tract work  for  a period  of  three  years.  On  return- 
ing  to  Jamestown  at  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
(Mr.  Carr  erected  a fine  dwelling,  where  he  and  his 
wife  live  in  the  summer  months,  while  in  the 
winter  they  reside  with  their  niece  in  Providence. 
(Mr.  Carr  has  done  some  farming  since  returning 
to  Jamestown,  but  is  now  living  retired.  He  is  a 
very  well-read  man,  and  is  one  of  the  best  posted  men 
in  the  country  on  minerals,  to  which  he  has  given 
exhaustive  study.  In  his  home  may  be  seen  thou- 
sands of  specimens  of  minerals  of  all  kinds,  gath- 
ered by  (Mr.  Carr  during  his  study  of  the  subject. 
He  is  stanch  in  the  faith  of  the  Eriends’  Church, 
and  like  his  father  is  a great  advocate  of  temper- 
ance. In  political  belief  he  is  a Republican,  but 
like  all  of  the  Carrs  is  independent,  voting  for  the 
man  and  not  the  party.  He  has  served  as  tax 
collector  and  school  trustee. 

On  Oct.  17,  1871,  (Mr.  Carr  was  married  in 
Jamestown,  to  Elizabeth  Watson,  daughter  of 


Daniel  and  (Mary  (Congdon)  Watson,  and  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  Newport  county's  representative  fami- 
lies. (Mr.  and  (Mrs.  Carr  have  no  children.  (Mrs. 
Carr  is  a member  of  St.  (Matthew’s  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Jamestown. 

SLMON  ALDRICH,  deceased.  M'rom  the 
early  Smithfield  branch  of  the  Aldrich  family  was 
descended  the  late  Simon  AFlrich,  who  passed 
away  Jan.  ii,  1879,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Vose,  in  Cumberland,  aged  eighty-five  years. 

Reuben  Aldrich  is  of  record  in  Smithfield  as 
marrying,  Nov.  22,  1744,  Ruth  V'erry,  who  was 
born  Oct.  18,  1728.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Ruth  (Foster)  VYrry,  of  Salem,  and 
Mendon,  (Mass.,  who  moved  from  the  former  to 
the  latter  town  about  1736,  the  date  of  the  sale 
of  their  property  in  Salem. 

Nathan  Aldrich,  son  of  Reuben,  was  born  Aug. 
24,  1762.  He  was  married  Oct.  16,  1785,  to  Phebe 
Appleby,  the  date  of  whose  birth  was  Sept.  30, 
1763.  Their  children  of  Smithfield  town  record 
were:  James,  born  March  29,  1786;  Verry,  March 
27,  1788;  Sayles,  Sept.  20,  1791;  Simon,  Feb.  20, 
1794;  Thomas  A.,  Feb.  29,  1796;  Nathan,  Feb.  23, 
1799;  Scott,  June  6,  1801  ; and  Esther,  Nov.  6, 
1803.  The  mother  died  (May  26,  1824,  aged  sixty 
years,  while  her  husband  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-eight  years,  passing  away  Feb.  26, 
1851.  He  was  a man  of  good  reputation,  much 
esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  Union  Vil- 
lage, now  North  Smithfield.  He  made  his  home 
there  through  life,  and  was  interred  in  the  Aldrich 
cemetery,  Woonsocket. 

Simon  Aldrich,  son  of  Nathan,  grew  up  in 
Union  village,  and  was  sent  to  the  local  schools  of 
that  early  day.  He  learned  the  trade  of  machinist 
in  the  shops  of  Willis  and  Lyman  Cook,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  for  many  years  in  Woon- 
socket. Advancing  age  compelled  him  at  last  to 
give  up  active  work,  and  he  retired.  Going  to  Cum- 
berland Hill,  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there  in 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  (Mrs.  Vose,  and  there 
quietly  breathed  his  last  Jan.  ii,  1879.  He  was 
buried  in  Union  Cemetery.  His  religious  faith  was 
that  of  the  Friends,  and  his  life  and  character  bore 
testimony  to  the  genuineness  of  his  belief,  for  his 
honesty  and  morality  were  never  questioned,  and 
his  home  life  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  He  was 
a Republican  in  politics,  but  no  politician. 

In  Smithfield,  Oct.  6,  1825,  Simon  Aldrich  and 
Anna  Harris  Daniels  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Aldrich,  daughter  of  Joseph  Daniels,  born  in 
V’orcester,  Mass.,  Feb.  10,  1803,  died  July  22,  1874, 
and  was  interred  in  Union  cemetery.  Like  her  hus- 
band she  was  a Friend,  and  a woman  of  beautiful 
Christian  character,  an  ideal  wife  and  mother. 
She  bore  her  husband  seven  children,  namely:  (i) 
Andrew  J.  is  a fruit  grower  in  Florida.  (2) 
Simon  Sayles  died  March  4,  1828.  (3)  Pliny,  born 
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July  25,  1830,  married  Celesta  Johnson,  deceased, 
and  died  iMarch  8,  lyoi,  leaving  two  children,  Ivon 
and  Harriet,  living  in  Nebraska.  (^4)  Lucy  D. 
married  John  B.  Roys,  and  died  March  21,  1904, 
in  Omaha,  Nebr.,  the  mother  of  Viola,  Anna,  Liz- 
zie, Mina,  Carrie  and  Isabelle.  (5)  Phehe  F., 
born  March  20,  1835,  is  Mrs.  Ornando  R.  Vose, 
of  Cumberland  Hill.  (6)  Sullivan,  born  Dec.  29, 
1837,  a farmer  in  iMinnesota,  married  (first)  Alar- 
garet  Mary,  and  (second)  Carrie  Mowry.  His 
children  are : Lucy,  Roscoe,  Laura  and  Howard, 
all  living  in  the  West.  (7)  Anna  Imelda  was  born 
Nov.  5,  1842. 

Miss  Anna  Imelda  Aldrich  was  born  in  what 
is  now  North  Smithfield,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  there,  finishing  the  high  school 
course,  and  then  taking  up  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing. She  was  both  well  prepared  and  of  a tem- 
perament well  adapted . for  her  chosen  work,  and 
she  became  a highly  successful  teacher.  She  was 
in  the  profession  over  thirty  years,  and  no  words 
can  justly  measure  the  extent  of  her  influence  dur- 
ing that  long  .period,  for  she  put  her  whole  heart 
into  the  work,  and  accomplished  much  with  her 
pupils,  both  mentally  and  morally.  She  taught  in 
Cumberland,  Lonsdale  and  Uxbridge,  and  now, 
after  her  years  of  labor,  is  living  quietly  at  her 
home  in  Cumberland  Hill.  She  is  deeply  interested 
in  Church  work,  belongs  to  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Woonsocket,  and  has  for  over  twenty 
years  been  a member  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety, besides  teaching  in  the  Sunday-school  for  a 
considerable  period.  Few  women  have  won  greater 
meed  of  respect  and  affection  than  has  Miss  Al- 
drich by  her  life  of  self-sacrificing  toil  and  en- 
thusiasm. 

The  genealogy  of  Miss  Aldrich  in  the  ma- 
ternal line  follows. 

Daniels.  The  Daniels  family  of  Rhode  Island 
is  descended  from  (I)  Robert  Daniels,  who  is  of 
record  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1636,  in 
which  year  he  was  granted  five  lots,  and  purchased 
thirteen.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  March  14, 
1638,  and  was  a resident  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
in  1651.  He  was  released  from  training  in  April, 
1655,  probably  on  account  of  his  age,  as  he  was  up- 
wards of  sixty.  He  married  (first)  Elizabeth,  who 
died  Oct.  2 (or  8),  1643,  he  married  (sec- 
ond) May  2,  1654,  Reana  (Cyrene)  Andrews. 
Air.  Daniels  died  and  his  widow  remarried, 
marrying  a Frost.  To  his  first  marriage  were 
born  children  as  follows;  Elizabeth,  born  1630, 
died  1722;  Samuel,  born  1633,  hied  1690; 
and  Joseph,  born  1635.  The  children  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage  were:  Alary,  born  Nov.  12,  1657; 
Alargaret,  born  Oct.  27,  1662 ; and  Sarah,  born 
Jan.  18,  1665,  died  Aug.  24,  1691.  (According  to 
Austin,  the  children  of  Robert  Daniels  were  all 
born  of  the  first  marriage,  and  were  as  follows : 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1630;  Samuel,  born  about  1633; 


Joseph,  born  about  1638;  Sarah,  born  about  1640; 
and  Alary,  born  Sept.  2,  1642.  This  would  seem 
likely,  as  date  of  Robert  Daniels’  death  is  given  as 
July  6,  1055). 

(H)  Joseph  Daniels,  son  of  Robert,  born  in 
1635,  married,  Nov.  16,  1665,  Alary  Fairbanks, 
daughter  of  George  and  Alary  (Adams)  Fair- 
banks, of  Sherborne,  born  Dec.  20,  1647.  set- 
tled in  Medford,  at  Boylston  Brook,  and  in  1678 
was  among  those  who  contributed  to  Harvard 
College,  giving  one  bushel  of  grain  and  two  shil- 
lings and  six-pence  in  money.  He  died  June  23, 
1715.  I he  children  born  to  his  first  marriage 
were:  Joseph,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  23,  1667;  Alary,  born 
Alay  24,  1669;  Samuel,  born  Aug.  20,  1671;  Ale- 
hitable,  born  July  10,  1674,  died  June  3,  1686'; 
Eleazar,  born  April  24,  1677,  hied  Jan.  29,  1767; 
Jeremiah,  born  Alarch  17,  1680,  died  June  16, 
1680;  Ebenezer,  born  Alarch  9,  1681,  died  March 
28,  1772.  The  wife  and  mother  died  June  9,  1682. 
Air.  Daniels  married  (second)  in  1683,  Rachel 
Sheffield,  born  Alarch  24,  1660,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Sheffield.  To  this  union  were  born 
two  children;  Jeremiah,  born  Nov.  30,  1684, 

died  Nov.  15,  1771  ; and  Rachel,  born  Oct.  3, 
1686. 

(HI)  Eleazar  Daniels,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
April  24,  1677,  was  married  in  Scituate,  Alass., 
to  Mary  Holbrook,  daughter  of  Samuel  Holbrook, 
and  he  died  Jan.  29,  1767.  Their  children  were; 
David,  born  July  4,  1710;  Alary,  born  July  30, 
1712,  married  Eleazar  Hayward,  and  died  Feb.  16, 
1733;  Aloses,  born  Alay  29,  1714';  Abigail,  born 
Alarch  26,  1718,  married  Ephem  (or  Ephraim) 
Alony ; Rachel,  born  Alarch  23,  1720,  married  Na- 
than Rawson;  Alercy,  born  Alarch  i,  1722,  married 
(first)  David  Pond,  and  (second)  John  Thayer; 
Bethiah,  born  Aug.  28,  1726;  and  Deborah,  born 
Oct.  13,  1728,  married  Hezekiah  FlaU. 

(IV)  David  Daniels,  son  of  y;Eleazar,  born 
July  4,  1710,  married  Hulda  Taft  in  1736.  She 
was  born  June  28,  1718,  and  died  in  1775.  He 
died  Alarch  21,  1776.  Their  children  were:  Ruth, 
born  July  13,  1738,  married  Jonathan  Wheelock, 
(second)  Abraham  Staples,  and  died  Sept.  26, 
1798;  Darius,  born  Nov.  4,  1739;  Alary,  who  mar- 
ried Seth  Kelly;  Eleazar,  who  died  young;  Chloe, 
who  married  Seth  Davenport ; Alathilda,  who  died 
young;  David,  who  married  Olive  Adams;  Hulda, 
who  married  (first)  Silas  Prenneman,  and  (sec- 
ond) Henry  Dearth ; Aloses,  who  married  Abigaif 
Aldrich ; Clotilda,  who  married  Sheretiah  Baker ; 
Alary,  who  married  Ephraim  Williams ; Alabeda, 
who  married  (first)  John  Gould,  and  (second) 
Ichabod  Thayer. 

(V)  Darius  Daniels,  son  of  David,  was  born 
Nov.  4,  1739.  He  married  Ruth  Aldrich,  born 
June  27,  1741,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Preatie)  Aldrich.  She  died  July  14,  1801.  He 
married  (second)  Nancy  Thayer,  who  died  March 
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lo,  1803,  and  he  married  (third)  j\Iary  Arnold 
Taft,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Watie  (Alony)  Ar- 
nold, and  widow  of  Peter  Taft.  Mr.  Daniels  was 
the  father  of  the  following-  children:  Eleazar  (or 
Elizur)  died  young;  Lucy  married  Abner  Trues- 
dale,  of  Richmond,  \’t. ; Rachel  married  Moses 
Farnum;  Nathan  married  Sarah  Hillard;  Joseph; 
Ueanah  married  Wing  Kelly;  Hulda  married  John 
Fowler ; Adolphus  married  Elsie  Fowler ; Watie 
married  George  Bulfum. 

(\Tj  Joseph  Daniels,  son  of  Darius,  was 
born  Feb.  13,  1772,  and  died  in  June,  1842.  His 
wife,  Lucy  Harris,  born  April  22,  1774,  died  April 

O,  1830.  Their  children  were : Ruth,  born  Feb. 

K97)  Aug.  26,  1814;  Abigail,  born 

June  17,  1799;  Anna  Harris,  born  Feb.  10,  1803, 
who  married  Simon  xTldrich;  David  H.,  born  Feb. 
8,  1805  ; Lucy,  born  Feb.  16,  1809,  who  married 
Lewis  Metcalf,  and  has  two  children ; Anna,  a 
resident  of  Providence ; Ellen,  widow  of  Alfred 

P. osworth,  residing  in  Cleveland ; and  AVilliam  P., 
born  Alay  ii,  1815,  who  died  at  Worcester  Sept. 
-M.  1875. 

JOHN  HODGSON,  a progressive  citizen  and 
successful  business  man  of  Newport,  engaged  in 
the  contracting  and  building  line,  comes  of  good 
old  English  stock. 

James  Hodgson,  his  father,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  there  followed  building  and  contracting 
until  1900,  at  which  time  he  retired  and  came  to 
America  to  spend  his  remaining  days  with  his 
son.  Here  he  died,  June  7,  1901,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  He  married  Isabella  Aloore,  of  Cum- 
berland, England,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  in  Birkdale,  Southport,  Lancashire. 
To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children : 
Sarah  Hannah,  who  resides  in  New  York,  unmar- 
ried ; Robert,  a carpenter,  who  resides  in  Newport ; 
John;  James,  who  is  a contractor  and  builder  in 
Alontgomery,  Ala. ; and  Henry,  a butcher,  who 
resides  at  Newport. 

John  Hodgson  was  born  in  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, Dec.  21,  1859,  educated  in  the 

common  schools  of  his  native  place,  which  he  left 
when  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  was  then 
l)ound  out  to  Holbrook  & Wainwright,  contractors 
and  builders  at  Southport,  until  he  reached  his 
majority,  and  he  served  there  seven  years.  He 
then  decided  to  make  his  home  in  America,  and  on 
.March  16.  1881,  set  sail  from  Liver])ool,  on  the 
White  Star  Line  steamer  “City  of  Berlin,”  after 
a pleasant  voyage  of  eight  days  arriving  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York.  I'rom  there  he  went  to 
London,  Gnt.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  lor  sev- 
eral months,  after  which  he  went  to  Detroit,  Alich., 
where  he  remained  for  the  next  six  months.  In  the 
fall  of  1882  he  came  to  Newport  and  for  the  first 
year  was  employed  working  at  his  trade,  with 
Anthony  Maher  and  J.  D.  Johnston.  In  1883  he 


returned  to  England  and  spent  the  following  seven 
years  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  but  in  1890  be 
again  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  a sec- 
ond time  at  Newport.  His  training  had  been  of 
tbe  best  and  he  has  been  everywhere  recognized 
as  a first-class  mechanic,  his  services  being  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  many  of  the  important  build- 
ing put  up  by  Flannegan  Bros.,  of  Boston.  He'* 
was  employed  on  the  building  of  the  Grosvenor 
houses  in  Newport  by  this  firm.  Then  he  became 
foreman  for  G.  H.  Burdick  & Sons,  builders,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  death  of  Gharles  H. 
Burdick,  when  he  took  full  charge  of  the  building 
of  the  large  brick  block  on  Spring  street,  erected 
by  the  late  Joseph  Alayer.  After  the  completion 
of  this  block  Air.  Hodgson,  in  1898,  started  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  he  has  met  Avitli 
marked  success,  employing  on  an  average  some 
twenty  or  thirty  carpenters,  with  mechanics  in 
other  lines  of  construction.  Since  establishing 
himself  in  business.  Air.  Hodgson  has  built  a num- 
ber of  the  handsome  homes  in  Newport.  In  1905 
he  erected  the  large  business  block  on  Washington 
.Square  for  the  Newport  Realty  Gompany,  and  in 
1907  the  J.  K.  Sullivan  business  block  on  Bellevue 
avenue.  Fie  is  a member  of  the  Builders’  and 
Alerchants’  Exchange,  and  of  the  Builders’  As- 
sociation of  Newport,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Citizens’  Association  of  this  city. 

Air.  Hodgson  was  married  in  1881,  in  Eng- 
land, to  Annie  Royle  Taylor.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  they  give  a liberal  support.  Air.  Flodgson 
has  served  several  years  as  a memljer  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Parish  Club  house  and  he  is  an 
active  member  of  this  organization.  He  has  never 
identified  himself  with  either  of  the  great  political 
parties. 

As  a quiet,  industrious  man  of  business,  caring 
little  for  pomp  or  show.  Air.  Hodgson  has  made 
his  way  in  this  city,  each  year  becoming  more 
esteemed  by  those  who  know  him  and  thoroughly 
respected  by  all  who  have  business  relations  with 
him. 

CHARLES  EDWARD  ANGELL,  who  is  en- 
gaged as  a machinist  and  builder  of  engines  in 
Providence,  and  who  is  a well-known  man  in  his 
line,  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Thomas  Angell,  who  came  to  America  with  Roger 
Whlliams  and  was  with  him  at  the  settlement  of 
Providence,  as  mentioned  in  detail  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  The  lineage  of  Charles  Edward  Angell 
is  from  (I)  Thomas  Angell  as  follows: 

(II)  lohn  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Ruth  Field. 

(TIL)  Hope  Angell,  son  of  John,  married 
Lydia  Olney. 

(IV)  Oliver  Angell,  son  of  Hope,  married 
Naoma  Smith. 
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(V)  Col.  Israel  Angcll,  son  of  Oliver,  was  a 
gallant  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Snsannah  Wright. 

(VI)  Luther  Angell,  son  of  Col.  Israel,  mar- 
ried Patience  Smith. 

(\'ll)  Jeremiah  Olney  Angell,  eldest  son  of 
Luther  and  Patience  (Smith)  Angell,  was  born 
in  North  Providence,  July  16,  1820,  and  when 
quite  young  began  boating  on  Narragansett  Bay, 
owning  vessels  carrying  pleasure  parties  up  and 
down  the  coast.  He  was  a genius  in  boat  building, 
and  designed  and  built  nearly  all  of  his  vessels, 
being  also  widely  known  as  a racing  yachtsman, 
winning  many  trophies  which  are  valued  posses- 
sions of  his  son.  One  of  his  best  vessels  was  the 
famous  "North  Star,"  a 48-ft.  sloop,  which  was 
built  in  the  rear  of  his  home  at  the  junction  of 
North  Main  and  (Mill  streets,  and  was  tioated  down 
the  canal.  Air.  Angell  continued  to  engage  ac- 
tively in  his  business  until  his  death,  Aug.  29, 
1869.  He  was  known  along  the  coast  as  the  fore- 
most vesselman  in  New  England,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  shipping  interests,  own- 
ing stock  in  several  coasting  vessels.  He  posses- 
sed the-  confidence  of  his  patrons  to  an  unusual  de- 
gree, and  it  is  said  that  a number  of  them  would 
not  venture  on  a vessel  unless  it  was  sailed  by  him. 
He  made  many  friends  whom  he  ahvays  retained, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  had  a real  enemy. 
Air.  Angell  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
but  never  held  nor  cared  for  public  office. 

Jeremiah  Olney  Angell  married  Alaria  Bur- 
lingame, of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Lyman 
and  Alpha  (Cook)  Burlingame,  the  former  a 
})rominent  citizen  of  Cumberland,  from  wdiicb  town 
he  served  as  a representative  and  Senator.  Airs. 
Angell  survives  her  husband,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. She  has  had  two  children  : Alaria  Louisa, 
born  Alarcb  23,  18C1,  died  Feb.  17,  1873;  and 

Charles  Edward,  born  Alay  4,  1865. 

(VIH)  Charles  Edward  Angell,  son  of  Jere- 
miah Olney,  was  born  in  Providence,  Alay  4,  1865, 
and  his  educatibn  was  received  in  the  public  schools, 
after  leaving  which  he  became  employed  in  the 
machine  shop  of  W’.  O.  Talcott,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  belt  hooks.  Later  the  firm 
became  Talcott  & Budlong,  Air.  Simeon  Budlong 
being  admitted  a member,  and  this  style  continued 
until  Jan.  7,  1885,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Air. 
Angell  became  a partner  under  the  firm  name  of 
Simeon  Budlong  & Co.,  the  business  at  that  time 
being  located  at  No.  3 Vashington  street.  On 
Jan.  I,  1889,  it  was  moved  to  the  Billings  Build- 
ing, No.  21  Eddy  street,  where  it  has  since  been 
located.  At  this  time  Air.  Angell  took  up  machine 
work  in  addition  to^  the  belt  hook  business,  and  the 
machine  business  increased  so  that  he  soon  gave 
almost  his  entire  attention  to  the  new  enterprise, 
although  in  1891  he  bought  out  Air.  Budlong  in 
the  former  industry,  continuing  it  alone  until  1900. 
In  this  vear  it  was  disposed  of.  In  Alarch  of  the 
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same  year  Air.  Angell  purchased  all  of  the  records, 
patterns  and  engine  parts  of  the  Armington  ik 
Sims  Company,  and  the  Eastern  Engine  Company, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  building  of  engines  and 
special  fine  grade  machinery,  having  one  of  the 
best  equipped  shops  in  Providence.  Air.  Angell 
is  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  but  is  not  Ijound 
by  party  ties,  voting  for  the  best  men  and  issues. 
He  is  a member  of  Swarts  Lodge,  No.  18,  1.  O. 
O.  1'.,  and  is  eligible  to  many  of  the  patriotic  so- 
cieties. 

Air.  Angell  was  married  .May  22,  1892,  in 
Worcester,  Alass.,  to  Evelyn  E.  Al unroe,  of  that 
city. 

CHARLES  EDCAR  NICHOLS,  of  the  old 
and  prominent  New  England  family  descending 
from  Thomas  Nichols  (born  in  1642  and  of  record 
in  Newport,  R.  1.,  as  early  as  1664),  is  a son  of 
George  Burdick  Nichols  and  grandson  of  George 
T.  Nichols,  who  was  for  many  years  a prominent 
resident  of  W’ickford,  Rhode  Island. 

Air.  Nichols  was  born  .-Vug.  31,^1848,  in  VV'ick- 
ford,  R.  I.,  and  shortly  after  was  taken  Ijy  his 
parents  to  a new  home  in  Providence,  where  he 
attended  school  and  gained  a substantial  foundation 
for  the  knowledge  later  acquired  by  self  study. 
When  but  a lad  he  accompanied  his  grandfather 
to  Chicago,  and  was  there  employed  by  him  in  the 
grocery  and  meat  business.  I.ater  he  returned  to 
Providence,  and  learned  the  trade  of  book  binder, 
a calling  whicb  he  followed  for  some  five  years. 
In  his  leisure  moments  he  had  developed  a natural 
fondness  for  chemistry,  and  finally  drifted  along 
the  line  of  perfumes,  experimenting  with  the 
blending  of  odors.  He  was  successful  to  a fiat- 
tering  degree,  and  his  native  thrift  and  enterprise 
suggested  that  he  turn  his  results  to  financial  ac- 
count. Accordingly  he,  in  1883,  embarked  in  the 
manufacture  of  perfumes  and  extracts  in  a modest 
way,  both  the  manufacture  and  the  exploitation  of 
his  products  being  done  wholly  by  himself.  His 
establishment  comprised  one  room  in  the  Gilmour 
block  on  Westminster  street.  Providence.  His 
first  success  warranted  the  purchase  of  a horse  and 
wagon,  and  he  thereby  was  enabled  to  extend  the 
field  of  his  operations.  He  attended  to  all  the 
details  of  the  business  himself,  and  soon  his  goods 
and  his  pleasing  personality  became  known 
throughout  a wide  territory,  and  his  progress  be- 
came more  rapid.  Salesmen  were  added,  and  Air. 
Nichols  was  able  to  devote  bis  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  office  and  the  laboratory.  In  1890, 
after  several  enlargements  of  the  original  ([uarters, 
he  located  in  the  building  which  he  now  occu])ies 
,on  West  Friendship  street.  Since  then  his  busi- 
ness has  had  a steadv  growth,  and  his  laboratories 
have  produced  not  only  great  quantities  of  the 
staple  lines,  but  he  has  added  many  specialties 
which  are  gaining  him  renown.  An  annual  busi- 
ness exceeding  $20,000  is  transacted,  an  amount 
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which,  considering-  the  small  beginning,  speaks 
much  to  the  credit  of  its  originator  and  present 
sole  proprietor.  i\lr.  Nichols’s  success  has  been 
solely  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts,  his  self- 
taught  skill  and  his  honorable  business  methods. 
His  wares  have  depended  upon  their  own  merit  for 
recognition,  aiid  the  business  has  not  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  extensive  advertising.  While  devoted 
to  his  business  Hr.  Nichols  has  found  time  to 
make  and  retain  many  warm  friends.  He  has 
onlv  taken  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  public  affairs, 
ami  is  entirely  independent  of  party  in  local  affairs. 
He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Hr.  Nichols  married  Hiss  Ella  J.  Spink,  daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  J.  Spink,  and  the  only  child  of 
this  union,  Edgar  B.,  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years. 

BURLINGAME  ( Pawtucket-Warwick) . 
Through  the  latter  half  of  the  century  just  closed 
there  has  resided  in  Pawtucket  a branch  of  the 
ancient  Burlingame  family,  one  that  has  been 
more  or  less  prominently  identified  with  the  old 
Colony  and  State  history  of  Rhode  Island  since 
the  early  settlement  of  this  region.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  immediate  family  of  Nelson  A.  and 
Hary  (Sherman)  Burlingame,  several  of  whose 
sons  are  now  active  in  the  social  and  business  life 
of  their  respective  communities,  among  them  Hon. 
Joseph  Peleg  Burlingame,  who  for  years  has  been 
at  the  head  of  the  well-known  and  successful  busi- 
ness house  of  Providence  bearing  his  name,  and 
long  prominent  in  public  life,  being  for  several 
terms  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Assembly,  and  at  present  Railroad  Commis- 
sioner; and  his  brother,  Robert  S.  Burlingame,  a 
substantial  man  and  prominent  citizen  of  the  city  of 
Newport. 

(I)  Roger  Burlingame,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Rhode  Island  family  of  the  name  who  belong  to 
the  old  State,  is  of  record  at  Stonington,  Conn., 
in  1654,  at  W’arwick,  R.  I.,  in  1660,  and  at  Provi- 
•<lence  in  1671,  he,  with  others,  being  appointed  in 
the  last  named  year  to  make  a rate  and  levy  an 
assessment  at  Mashantatack.  Pie  was  elected 
deputy  from  Warwick  in  1690,  and  to  the  town 
council  in  1698,  which  facts  give  evidence  of  his 
character  and  position  in  the  old  Colony.  The 
Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Hary,  and  he  died 
in  1718,  and  she  later.  Their  children  were: 
John,  Thomas,  Hary,  Jane,  Alice,  Mercy,  Roger, 
Peter,  Elizabeth  and  Patience. 

(II)  John  Burlingame,  son  of  Roger,  born 
in  1664,  married  ]\Iar}4  daughter  of  Hoses  and 
Hary  (Knowles)  Lippitt,  and  was  of  Providence. 
His  children  were:  John,  Roger,  James,  David, 
Barlingstone,  Benjamin  and  Elisha. 

(III)  Barlingstone  Burlingame,  son  of  John, 
born  June  25,  1698,  died  Dec.  12.  1767.  Among 
his  children  was  a son,  Stephen,  born  March  13, 
J742. 


(IV)  Stephen  Burlingame,  son  of  Barling- 
stone, was  an  ensign  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  had  a family  as  follows : Benedict,  born  Aug. 
30,  1761,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  died  June 
22,  1787,  leaving  two  children,  Ruth  and  Silence; 
David;  Ebenezer ; Reuben  and  Benjamin. 

(V’)  Ebenezer  Burlingame,  son  of  Stephen, 
was  born  June  13,  1767,  became  a farmer  and  died 
in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  in  December,  1843.  In  politics 
he  was  a Whig,  and  held  several  town  offices  at 
Scituate.  Elizabeth  Burlingame  became  his  wife, 
and  passed  aw'ay  shortly  before  his  death,  the 
mother  of  children  as  follows : Stephen,  born  Oct. 
2,  1789,  was  a farmer,  who  married  (first) 

Cynthia  Wilbur,  and  after  her  death  Celia  Fisk, 
and  died  in  Rhode  Island;  Abraham,  born  July  21, 
1791 ; Harris,  born  Nov.  28,  1793,  died  Oct.  5, 
1797;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  7,  1794;  Wayne,  born  Oct. 
22,  1795,  died  Oct.  12,  1797;  Ebenezer,  born  July 
6,  1798,  died  Sept.  30,  1815;  Marcy,  born  April 
8,  1800,  married  Stephen  Fisk,  and  died  in  Scitu- 
ate, R.  I.,  July  19,  1857;  Dilly,  born  April  25,  1803, 
died  young;  Hannah,  born  May  6,  1805,  married 
Joseph  Westcott,  and  died  in  Blackstone,  Mass. ; 
David,  born  Dec.  26,  1807,  died  young. 

(VI)  Joseph  Burlingame,  born  Oct.  7,  1794, 
in  Warwick,  R.  L,  married  Cyrene  Stone,  born  in 
Scituate,  June  4,  1798,  and  their  children  were: 
Alfreda  W.  B.,  born  in  Scituate  March  26,  1818, 
married  George  Chase ; Betsy  S.  B.,  born  in  Scitu- 
ate, Feb.  II,  1820,  married  Harris  Whittaker; 
Nelson  Alonzo,  born  in  Scituate  Jan.  4,  1822; 
Richard  S.,  born  in  Charlton,  Mass.,  Oct.  14,  1823, 
married  Mary  Cole ; Cynthia  G.,  born  in  Foster, 
April  27,  1826,  married  Elisha  Potter;  Owen  A., 
born  in  Foster,  Nov.  4,  1828,  married  Mary  Stan- 
ley; Leander  S.,  born  in  Scituate,  July  8,  1831, 
married  Ellen  Rex^  Albert  O.,  born  in  Warwick, 
Jan.  10,  1834,  went  West;  Charles  M.,  born  in 
Smithfield,  Sept.  10,  1836,  died  in  young  man- 
hood. 

(VII)  Nelson  Alonzo  Burlingame  was  born 
in  Scituate,  Jan.  4,  1822,  and  married  Mary  Sher- 
man, born  in  Exeter,  Dec.  31,  1819,  daughter  of 
Peleg  Brown  Sherman.  She  died  Eeb.  17,  1866. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  were:  -Melissa, 
who  died  in  childhood ; George  N.,  who  married 
Emmfl  Greene,  and  resides  at  Lakewood,  R.  I. ; 
Cyrene,  who  married  Charles  R.  Harvey,  and  re- 
sides in  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ; William  Henry,  who 
died  in  childhood ; Elsie,  who  married  Angell 
Sheldon,  who  died  April  7,  1902,  in  Johnston,  R. 
I.,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  uncle,  Peleg 
Sherman,  in  Lincoln,  R.  I. ; Mary  E.,  who  married 
William  R.  Davis ; Charles  C.,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Keough,  and  resides  at , Lakewood,  R.  I. ; 
Jose]ih  P.,  of  Lakewood;  Frank  A.,  of  Newport, 
who  married  Mary  Richardson ; and  Robert  S.,  of 
Ncw])ort,  who  married  Fanny  Carry.  Nelson  A. 
Burlingame  died  Feb.  9,  1892. 

(VIII)  Joseph  Peleg  Bukling.vme,  son  of  Nel- 
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soil  A.  and  Mary  (Sherman)  Burlingame,  was 
born  Jan.  22,  1858,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  1.,  and  in 
the  public  schools  there  received  his  primary  edu- 
cation. The  conditions  and  circumstances  of  his 
boyhood  were  such  that  his  school  privileges  were 
meager.  At  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  he  be- 
gan experiencing  the  realities  of  life,  for  at  that 
stage  in  his  boyhood  he  entered  the  employ  of 
George  H.  Fuller,  who  was  carrying  on  at  Paw- 
tucket the  business  of  dealing  in  jeweler’s  findings. 
The  "ins  and  outs”  of  this  establishment  for  the  fol- 
lowing twelve  years,  from  the  lowest  round  of  the 
ladder  to  the  head  of  a department,  characterized 
young  Burlingame’s  business  life.  \\’ith  the  year 
1881  began  his  independent  business  career.  As- 
sociated with  Messrs.  McNair  and  Hogg,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  line  of  business  with  which  he 
had  formerly  been  connected,  and  was  most  ad- 
mirably fitted  to  carry  it  to  success.  Mr.  Hogg 
retired  from  the  firm  the  year  following,  and  Mr. 
McNair  in  1892,  since  which  period  Mr.  Bur- 
lingame has  been  sole  proprietor  of  the  business, 
and  through  his  energy,  enterprise  and  ability  has 
established  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade,  and 
won  a high  reputation  in  the  business  world  for 
his  line  of  goods.  Soon  after  the  retirement  from 
the  business  of  Mr.  Hogg,  the  location  of  the  con- 
cern was  removed  to  the  present  situation,  known 
as  No.  226  Eddy  street. 

Since  1888  Mr.  Burlingame  has  been  a resident 
of  Lakewood,  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  R.  I., 
where  he  has  been  a most  active  and  useful  citizen, 
greatly  interested  in  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  place  and  town,  his  fellow  citizens,  ami 
townsmen  repeatedly  honoring  him  with  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  reflected  alike  honor  to 
the  town  and  credit  to  himself.  His  public  career 
began  in  1891,  when  he  was  elected  treasurer  of 
one  of  the  school  districts,  and  he  was  annually 
re-elected  to  this  office  until  the  district  was 
abolished  in  1903.  In  1892  he  was  chosen  first 
moderator  of  the  fourth  and  new  voting  district 
of  the  town,  a relation  he  has  since  sustained  to  the 
public.  In  that  same  year,  1892,  Mr.  Burlingame 
was  elected  to  the  board  of  assessors  of  Warwick, 
serving  until  1899.  He  was  elected  in  this  last 
named  year  a member  from  Warwick  to  the  Lower 
House  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  by  annual  re-elections  until  1905  he  occupied 
a seat  in  that  body,  and  was  Speaker  of  the  House, 
having  been  elected  to  that  position  in  1903,  and 
serving  until  1905.  In  1907  Mr.  Burlingame  was 
elected  by  the  State 'Senate  railroad  commissioner, 
succeeding  the  late  E.  L.  Freeman.  In  his  political 
belief  he  is  a Republican.  In  March,  1904,  he  was 
appointed  Supreme  Commander  of  the  United 
Order  of  the  Golden  Cross,  and  was  re-elected  in 
May,  1905,  and  again  in  May,  1907. 

On  Jan.  19,  1881,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Burlingame 
was  married  to  Julia  A.  Eddy,  daughter  of  Joseph 


and  Clarissa  (Leeds)  Eddy,  of  an  old  Newport 
family,  and  a representative  of  the  ancient  and  dis- 
tinguished Massachusetts-Rhode  Island  family  of 
that  name.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burlingame  there 
have  been  born  three  children,  sons,  as  follows ; 
Herbert  E.,  born  Aug.  24,  1882;  Arthur  S.,  horn 
June  5,  1886;  and  J.  Russell,  born  Jan.  27,  1892. 

PIERRE  J.  FLEURANT,  dealer  in  oils,  var- 
nishes, paints,  etc.,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent 
real  estate  men  of  the  Social  district,  Woonsocket, 
is  one  of  the  city’s  self-made  men.  He  is  a native 
of  Canada,  born  in  St.  Brigide,  County  Iberville, 
Province  of  Quebec,  April  13,  1865. 

Ambel  Fleurant,  father  of  Pierre  J.,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  born  there  on  a farm, 
upon  which  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  married 
Amelia  Dion,  and  they  came  to  Woonsocket  in 
1872,  after  spending  two  years  at  East  Douglass, 
Mass.  Flere  Mr.  Fleurant  engaged  in  the  fish 
business  as  a dealer,  but  in  1877  met  with  great  loss 
by  fire.  Having  saved  a little  money,  he  took 
a business  trip  to  Paris,  France,  where  he  formed 
an  idea  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  “merry-go- 
round,”  from  something  similar  which  he  saw 
there,  and,  returning  to  America,  he  gave  the  first 
exhibition  of  a merry-go-round  at  Social  Corner. 
He  then  took  to  traveling  with  it,  but  on  account 
of  ill  health  sold  out  his  interests  to  different 
parties,  and  returned  to  the  fish  business.  He  also 
engaged  in  dealing  in  real  estate,  building  two 
large  dwelling  houses  on  Rathbun  street.  Mr. 
Fleurant  died  at  his  home  in  September,  1888,  aged 
fifty-seven  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Precious  Blood  cemetery.  His  widow  followed  him 
to  the  grave  in  1894,  being  also  fifty-seven  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Fleurant  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  he  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Precious  Blood.  The  six  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ambel  Fleurant,  three  of  whom  were 
born  in  Woonsocket,  were:  Amelia,  who  married 
Joseph  Bargeon,  and  resides  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec;  John  F.,  a contractor  and  builder  in 
Woonsocket;  Pierre  J. ; Joseph  L.,  a painter  in 
Woonsocket;  George,  a musician,  also  a resident 
of  Woonsocket,  and  Anna,  who  married  Joseph 
Levele,  and  died  March  6,  1906,  leaving  one  child, 
Leo. 

Pierre  J.  Fleurant  was  but  five  years  old  when 
his  parents  crossed  the  line  into  Massachusetts, 
and  there  he  attended  school  for  two  years.  When 
the  family  removed  to  Woonsocket  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  that  place  until  eight  and  one-half 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  to  work  in  the  Lyman 
Mill,  and  there  received  four  dollars  per  week. 
After  two  years,  during  which  time  he  attended 
night  school,  having  a desire  for  a better  education, 
he  was  sent  again  to  the  public  schools.  After 
completing  his  education,  he  once  more  took  up 
work  at  the  mill,  spending  five  years  at  that  work, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became  an  ap- 
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prentice  to  the  painting  business  with  Louis  Plante, 
with  whom  he  spent  two  years.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  F.  S.  \\‘eeks  Company,  but  in 
i8<S8  started  into  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  he  has  continued  therein  until  the  present  time. 
For  the  past  ten  years,  Mr.  Fleurant  has  given 
much  attention  to  real  estate,  and  now  owns  in  the 
Social  district  eighty-seven  tenements  and  five 
stores.  Mr.  Fleurant  owes  his  success  to  his  in- 
dustry and  thrift.  Fie  has  worked  hard  from  early 
boyhood,  and  is  now  rated  among  .the  most  sub- 
stantial men  of  Woonsocket.  A stanch  Republi- 
can in  politics,  he  is  chairman  of  the  Fifth  \\'ard 
Republican  committee,  and  also  a member  of  the 
City  Republican  Committee.  In  1898  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  has 
been  connected  therewith  ever  since.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  building  committee  when  the 
(jeorge  street  school  was  constructed  and  held  a 
like  position  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  So- 
cial street  school.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  parish  of  St.  Louis  de  (lonzague, 
I'rcnch  Catholic  Church,  and  when  the  parish  was 
formed  i\lr.  Fleurant  was  made  chairman  of  the 
building  committee.  He  is  a member  of  St.  Jean 
Baptiste  Society,  Woonsocket,  and  the  Rusiness 
■Men's  Association  of  Woonsocket. 

On  Feb.  20,  1889,  IMr.  Fleurant  was  married 
in  the  l*recious  Flood  Church,  to  Marie  Louise 
Dragon,  and  two  children  were  horn  to  this  union  ; 
.Aram  P.  and  Pierre  J.,  Jr. 

TOLRTELLOT.  It  may  l)e  truthfully  said  that 
this  family  comprises  in  the  list  of  its  members 
men  who  have  been  prominent  in  various  walks 
of  life.  It  can  also  l)e  affirmed  that  the  family  has 
been  an  upright,  honorable  and  industrious  one, 
and  that  the  name  has  rarely  been  dishonored  by 
any  of  those  who  have  had  the  right  to  bear  it. 
.A  special  characteristic  of  the  Tourtellots  has  been 
their  love  of  freedom  and  patriotic  impulses.  In 
the  struggle  for  national  indei)endence  they  rose 
in  defense  of  their  rights,  and  the  Revolutionary 
records  bear  ample  evidence  of  their  alacrity  and 
zeal.  A number  of  Tourtellots  ])erformed  service 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  one  of  them,  Abra- 
ham, having  served  respectively  as  ensign,  lieu- 
tenant and  captain  in  Captain  Plackmar's  company. 
Col.  Daniel  Hitchcock's  regiment,  as  a part  of  the 
Army  of  Observation  from  Providence  in  1775; 
in  Captain  Floppin’s  company.  Colonel  Lii)pittT 
regiment,  in  1776.  Reuben  Tourtellot  was  also 
a member  of  Captain  Hoppin's  company,  in  1776, 
and  of  Colonel  Crary's  regiment  in  that  year,  and 
the  same  name  appears  as  a recruit  from  Provi- 
dence in  1782.  A Joseph  Tourtellot  served  for  a 
time  in  1775  in  a company  commanded  by  Capt. 
Jo.seph  Elliott,  of  Killingly,  Conn.  The  name  of 
William  Tourtellot  also  a])pears  in  Rhode  Island 
as  identified  with  the  service  in  the  Revolution,  as 
do  also  the  names  of  Reuben,  Orono,  and  Lieut. 


Abraham,  who  lived  in  later  years  in  Penobscot, 
Maine,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1820,  aged  seventy-two 
years. 

(I)  Abraham  Tourtellot,  the  first  American 
ancestor  of  this  distinguished  family,  was  a native 
of  Rordeaux,  Erance,  and  came  to  America  in 
the  ship  “Eriendship,"  arriving  in  Roston  in  1687. 
He  was  a widower,  and  with  him  came  his  three 
children,  (i)  Jacques  Thomas,  (2j  Jacquesions 
(3)  Jean.  A brother,  Benjamin,  was  also  with 
the  party  in  starting,  hut  was  lost  at  sea.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  in  America  Abraham  Tourtellot 
married  a daughter  of  Gabriel  and  Esther  (Le- 
Roy)  Rernon.  This  daughter  was  Marie,  and  she 
bore  him  three  children,  viz. ; Gabriel,  born  in 
Roxhury  Sept.  24,  1694,  who  was  lost  at  sea  with 
his  father  in  a vessel  of  which  he  was  master ; 
Esther,  I)orn  June  12,  1696,  who  married  Israel 
Harding,  Jan.  19,  1716;  and  Abraham. 

Gabriel  Rernon,  father  of  Marie  (wife  of  Abra- 
ham Tourtellot),  was  a Protestant  merchant  of 
an  ancient  and  honorable  family  of  Rochelle,. 
Erance,  where  he  M as  born  April  6,  1644,  a son 
of  Andre  Rernon  and  his  Mufe  Susanne  Guille- 
mard.  His  zeal  in  the  Protestant  cause  had  ren- 
dered him  obnoxious  to  the  authorities  for  some 
time  previous  to  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  and  he  was  imprisoned  for  two  years. 
Leaving  his  native  city,  he  took  refuge  in  Eng- 
land. He  came  to  America  soon  after  1687  and  to 
Providence  in  1698,  and  then  removed  into  M'hat 
u as  then  the  .\arragansett  country,  M’here  the  ruins 
of  his  home  Mere  traceal)le  in  recent  years.  Previous, 
to  his  first  arrival  in  Providence  he  had  purchased 
property  in  a part  of  a plantation  at  Oxford, 
A lass.,  M’here  may  still  be  seen  remains  of  a fort 
constructed  by  him  as  a means  of  defense  against 
the  Indians.  To  his  Oxford  residence  the  creek 
M’hich  floM’s  into  the  Quinehaug,  or  Erench  river 
in  Gonnecticut,  is  indebted  for  its  name.  Gabriel 
Rernon's  first  Mufe  Mas  Esther  LeRoy,  daughter 
of  Erancois  LcRoy,  of  Rochelle.  His  second  M’ife 
M’as  Alary  Harris,  M’hom  he  married  at  Providence. 
She  M as  a daughter  of  William  Harris,  mEo  came 
with  Roger  Williams  to  What  Cheer.  The  only 
son  of  Gabriel  Rernon  died  in  youth,  and  he  is 
now  represented  by  the  descendants  of  a numerous 
family  of  daughters.  One  of  the  daughters  by  his 
first  M’ife  married  Renjamin  Whipple,  another  mar- 
ried a Helm,  and  one  by  his  second  Mufe  married 
a CraM’ford,  of  Providence. 

01 ) Abraham  Tourtellot  (2).  of  NeMport,.. 
and  later  of  Glocester.  R.  L.  first  married  Lydia,, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Dorothy  (Herndon)  Ral- 
lard.  She  M’as  horn  Alarch  29,  1700.  To  this  union 
there  Mere  horn:  Alary.  mIio  married  a Alitchell 
Dec.  13,  1741  ; Lydia,  M’ho  married  Thomas 
KnoM’lton ; Esther,  m Iio  married  Samuel  Dunn ; , 
Abraham,  M’ho  married  Phehe  (daughter  of 
Thomas)  Thornton  Oct.  ii,  1747;  Jonathan;  Ren- 
jamin; and  Sarah,  M’ho  married  Capt.  John  Inman. 
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about  1752.  The  second  wife  of  Abraham  Tour-, 
tellot  (2)  was  Hannah  Corps,  widow  of  Jeremiah, 
and  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Stafford) 
Case.  She  was  born  Nov.  6,  1713,  and  her  mar- 
riage to  Air.  Tourtellot  occurred  Jan.  29,  1743. 
To  them  were  born : Stephen,  who  died  in  child- 
hootl ; William,  who  married  i’hebe  Whitman,  of 
Cranston,  R.  1.,  Jan.  17,  17C8,  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Cdocester,  R.  1.,  where  they  reared  eight 
sons  and  four  daughters;  Jesse,  who  settled  in  Con- 
necticut, and  who  married  a Miss  Angell,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children ; and  Daniel,  who  first  married 
L'rania  Reach,  a daughter  of  Stephen  Reach,  of 
(docester,  R.  1.,  a large  posterity  being  descended 
through  their  son  Jesse  and  others.  After  the  death 
of  the  mother  of  the  foregoing  Abraham  Tour- 
tellot (2)  married  for  his  third  wife  Welthian 
Williams,  widow  of  John  Williams,  and  daughter 
of  Xehcmiah  and  Rachel  (Alann)  Sheldon.  To 
this  third  union  of  Air.  Tourtellot  no  children  were 
born.  After  his  death  the  widow  married  Samuel 
Thurber. 

Abraham  Tourtellot  (2)  was  made  a freeman 
of  Rrovidence  in  1722,  and  in  that  year  (Alarch 
23d)  it  is  recorded  that  he  purchased  of  John 
Hopkins  sixty-seven  acres  of  land  in  Providence, 
paying  therefor  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds. 
In  1744  he  was  a resident  of  Glocester,  where  on 
Aug.  28th  of  that  year  he  was  granted  license  to 
■‘keej)  tavern,"  for  which  privilege  he  paid  “the 
sum  of  forty  shillings.”  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a joiner,  and  from  the  numerous  real 
■estate  transactions  of  record  in  various  parts  of 
the  State  it  is  apparent  that  he  was  a man  of  prog- 
ress and  business  ability.  He  was  also  prominent 
in  the  political  affairs  of  his  day,  and  in  1747  he 
was  a de])uty  to  the  Colonial  Court.  His  death 
occurred  Nov.  23,  1762,  and  his  estate  was  valued 
at  £1,385.  which  represented  considerable  wealth 
for  the  period. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Tourtellot,  son  of  Abraham 
(2)  and  Lydia  (Rallard),  was  born  in  Glocester, 
then  a part  of  Providence,  Sei)t.  15,  1728.  On  Jan. 
28,  1752,  he  married  Elizabeth  Williams,  daughter 
of  Roger  Williams  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  Rhode  Island. 
Among  their  children  were : Asa,  who  settled  in 
South  Carolina ; Rebecca,  who  died  unmarried ; 
Roger,  of  whom  more  follows ; Jonathan ; Patience, 
who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  died 
unmarried  April  15,  1846;  and  Java,  who  was  born 
in  October,  1768,  and  married  Alary  AVright,  :i 
daughter  of  Ijcnjamin  (they  became  the  parents 
of  a large  family,  concerning  which  there  is  men- 
tion elsewhere). 

(IV)  Roger  Tourtellot.  son  of  Jonathan, 
grandson  of  Abraham  (2)  and  great-grandson  of 
Abraham,  the  first  settler,  and  descended  from 
Roger  Williams  through  the  latter's  great-grand- 
daughter, Elizabeth  Williams  (who  became  the 
wife  of  Jonathan  Tourtellot),  was  born  in  1756 


and  died  in  1823.  He  married  Elizabeth  Randall, 
and  they  reared  the  following  family:  Olive,  who 
married  Peleg  Luther  ; Esther,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Jonathan  Hammond  and  with  him  removed 
to  Spring-port,  Alich.,  near  the  town  of  Albion, 
where  they  were  pioneers,  making  the  journey 
thither  with  an  ox-team ; Almira  and  Alzada,  who 
died  young;  Stephen,  who  married  Johanna  Cole; 
and  Williams,  the  youngest  son.  Roger  Tourtellot 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  resided  on  the  home- 
stead farm  in  Scituate,  near  Chopmist  Hill,  now 
the  property  of  Stephen  Tourtellot,  his  grandson. 
He  was  much  interested  in  military  affairs,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  organization  of.  the  local 
militia.  He  was  active  in  all  public  matters 
and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  learning  for  the 
period. 

(\  ) Williams  Tourtellot,  son  of  Roger,  was 
born  in  Scituate,  July  12,  1801,  and  was  there 
reared.  He  attended  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood and  in  summer  assisted  with  the  cultivation 
of  his  father's  farm.  When  he  was  a young  man 
of  twenty-two  his  father's  death  occurred  and  his 
plans  were  made  to  engage  in  farming  on  his  own 
account.  He  bought  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
and  continued  on  the  home  place.  Even  at  that 
age,  and  with  little  actual  business  experience,  hi.'i 
credit  was  such  that  he  was  able  to  borrow  funds 
with  which  to  establish  himself  without  indorse- 
ment other  than  his  own  bond.  By  careful,  judici- 
ous and  intelligent  management  he  succeeded,  ably 
assisted  by  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Septem- 
ber, 1826.  She  was  Nancy,  daughter  of  Shubacl 
Alason,  and  descended  from  Samuel  Alason  through 
Shuhael  and  Nancy  (Lewis),  Pelatiah  and  Sarah 
(Allen),  Rev.  John  of  Swansea  and  Zerviah 
(Olmsby),  Pelatiah  and  He])zibeth  (Brooks). 
Their  cdiildren  were : ( i ) Roger  married  Ann 

Angell.  He  became  a .sailor,  and  the  schooner  on 
which  he  sailed  was  lost  off  Alartha's  Adneyard, 
he  and  one  other  being  drowned.  (2)  Elizabeth 
married  Amos  AA'.  Cook,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.  (3) 
Sarah  married  Ezra  Read  and  lives  in  Auburn, 
R.  I.  (4)  Henry  was  the  father  of  Oscar  A.,  Wil- 
son H.  and  Irving  AA'.,  of  whom  record  is  given 
farther  on.  (5)  Stephen  is  mentioned  farther  on. 
(6)  Alzada  became  the  wife  of  Simeon  C.  Arnold, 
and  thev  were  the  j^arents  of  H.  C.  Arnold,  who  is 
mentioned  elsewhere.  (7)  Almira  married  James 
C.  Hopkins.  (8)  Ann  Eliza  married  AA'illiam 
Easton,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  else- 
where. (9)  Herbert  F.  and  (10)  James  L.  are 
more  fully  mentioned  farther  on.  • 

AA'illiams  Tourtellot,  the  father  of  this  family, 
continued  farming  all  of  his  active  life.  He  took 
little  part  in  political  affairs  of  minor  importance, 
though  he  served  iii  various  official  ])Ositions  in 
his  town,  taking  a particularly  keen  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  public  schools.  Air.  Tourtellot  had 
a high  regard  for  education,  and  his  children  were 
reared  in  an  atmosphere  of  refinement,  intelligence 
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and  high  moral  and  Christian  standards.  He  was 
much  given  to  religious  matters  and  was  a strong 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  He  was  an 
earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  one  of  its  chief  supporters.  He  was  a strict 
disciplinarian,  careful,  thoughtful  and  conserva- 
tive, was  a good  manager,  and  might  have  made 
an  able  general.  Such  men  are  never  obtrusive, 
but  are  ever  alert  and  ready  when  called  upon. 
He  died  Oct.  10,  1879,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
July  9,  1887. 

(VI)  Henry  Tourtellot,  son  of  Williams,  was 
born  in  1832.  He  married  Emily  J.,  daughter  of 
Albro  Hopkins,  and  to  them  were  born  four  sons ; 
Oscar  A.,  Irving  W.,  Wilson  H.  and  Warren 
(twins),  the  latter  dying  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Tourtellot  dying  when  the  children 
were  small,  they  were  reared  by  their  grandfather 
Tourtellot. 

(\T)  Stephen  Tourtellot.  In  the  town  of 
Scituate,  within  a short  distance  of  Chopmist  Hill, 
which  is  some  seven  hundred  feet  above  sea  level, 
stands  the  homestead  of  the  Tourtellot  family,  who 
located  there  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Here  Stephen,  son  of  Williams  and  Nancy  (Ma- 
son) Tourtellot,  was  born  July  12,  1835.  He  spent 
his  l)oyhood  and  earlier  manhood  years  on  the  farm 
of  his  father  and  is  familiar  with  rural  life.  While 
working  on  the  farm  he  went  to  the  country 
schools,  and  in  the  line  of  his  aspirations  for  mental 
development  and  discipline  also  attended  the 
Smithville  Seminary,  and  for  a time  a normal 
school  in  Providence,  of  which  Danner  P.  Coleman 
was  instructor.  He  was  now  fortified  with  the 
elementary  equipment  necessary  to  the  young  man 
entering  mercantile  pursuits,  but  nevertheless  re- 
mained some  years  longer  on  the  farm.  He  then 
established  the  business  of  S.  Tourtellot,  and  three 
years  later,  in  1866,  James  L.  Tourtellot  was  taken 
in  the  firm,  which  then  became  S.  Tourtellot  & Co. 
The  business  began  in  a small  way  and  has  pros- 
pered solely  through  the  energy,  industry  and  abso- 
lute integrity  of  its  proprietors.  If  there  be  one 
business  enterprise  which,  more  than  another,  de- 
mands these  requisites,  it  is  the  produce  commission 
business,  for  the  interests  of  many  depend  upon 
the  honesty  and  fair  dealing  of  the  agent  or  broker. 
The  house  of  S.  Tourtellot  & Co.  is  the  oldest — 
in  point  of  continuous  operation  under  the  same 
name — in  its  line  in  the  city  of  Providence,  and 
well  merits  the  confidence,  esteem  and  credit  which 
it  maintains  throughout  the  wide  area  of  its  ac- 
quainta-ffee.  In  1885  Irving  W.  Tourtellot  was  ad- 
mitted a partner  in  the  l)usiness  and  assisted  in 
no  small  measure  in  the  success  of  the  firm,  during 
his  identification  therewith,  which  terminated  only 
with  his  death.  Sept.  30,  1906. 

On  Oct.  3,  1867,  Mr.  Stephen  Tourtellot  mar- 
ried IMiss  Jeanette  Eastdn,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  T, 
who  was  born  June  27,  1840.  in  Scotland,  daugh- 
ter of  M’illiam  and  Jeanette  (Gardner)  Easton. 


To  them  were  born  one  daughter  and  one  son: 
Jennie  Adelaide,  born  June  ii,  1869,  died  March 
16,  1891.  Stephen  Williams  Gardner,  born  July 
31,  1878,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Provi- 
dence; he  married  Emily,  daughter  of  Erank  and 
jMary  (Knight)  Whaley,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Stephen  Whaley,  born  Eeb.  i,  1903. 

Though  Stephen  Tourtellot  has  given  all  his 
energies  to  his  business  interests  for  more  than 
forty  years,  he  retains  to  a large  extent  his  full 
vigor  and  activity.  His  life  channel  has  run 
within  narrow  confines  deeply  bedded  in  the  rocks 
of  temperate,  moral  and  Christian  living.  He  is 
greatly  attached  to  his  home  life,  which  is  ably 
presided  over  by  his  estimable  wife,  and  in  which 
he  is  surrounded  by  evidences  of  comfort,  taste  and 
refinement.  In  addition  to  his  Providence  business 
interests,  he  is  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Scituate,  where  he  conducts  an  extensive 
fruit  orchard,  an  innovation  which  may  one  day 
be  the  occasion  for  the  reclaiming  or  cultivation 
of  much  of  the  land  in  that  vicinity  now  either 
abandoned  or  but  little  cultivated.  He  has  ever 
been  progressive,  abreast  or  in  advance  of  the 
times.  He  commands  the  unqualified  confidence 
of  the  community,  and  deserves  it.  He  is  an  earn- 
est man,  a member  of  the  Cranston  Street  Bap- 
tist Church,  simple  in  his  tastes,  without  a particle 
of  ostentation,  simplicity  emphasizing  every  phase 
of  his  life.  In  his  political  affiliations  his  sym- 
pathy in  State  and  national  matters,  likewise  his 
support,  has  been  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
while  in  local  affairs  his  choice  of  a candidate  is 
more  a question  of  fitness  than  of  political  con- 
viction. 

(\T)  James  L.  Tourtellot,  long  numbered 
among  the  successful  business  men  of  Providence, 
was  a member  of  the  firm  of  S.  Tourtellot  & Co. 
for  forty  years.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Scitu- 
ate. Aug.  19,  1847,  son  of  Williams  Tourtellot, 
and  was  there  reared.  His  youth  was  like  that  of 
the  average  country  boy,  and  he  attended  the 
Scituate  schools,  finishing  at  Lapham  Institute.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to  Providence  and  be- 
came connected  with  his  brother  Stephen  in  the 
wholesale  produce  business.  i\Ir.  Tourtellot  con- 
tributed no  small  share  to  the  success  of  that  pros- 
perous concern,  and  for  many  years  prior  to  his 
retirement  therefrom  bore  a large  ])ortion  of  the 
cares  and  responsibility  of  the  enterprise.  Among 
the  business  men  of  the  city  and  throughout  the 
wide  area  of  their  operations  he  has  always  been 
regarded  as  a thorough  business  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  qualifications,  and  sustains  an  enviable 
reputation  in  the  commercial  world.  His  career 
has  been  emphasized  by  persistent  industry,  strict 
attention  to  business,  unswerving  integrity,  the 
closest  application,  and  an  unusual  degree  of  care, 
prudence  and  promptitude  in  the  disposition  of  re- 
sponsibilities. His  home  and  social  life  has  been 
as  clean  and  moral  as  his  business  life  has  been 
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above  reproach.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Roger  Williams  Free  Baptist  Church,  and 
are  valued  members  of  the  society  of  that  institu- 
tion. In  his  busy  career  he  has  had  neither  time 
nor  desire  to  give  attention  to  political  strife  or 
contention,  and  is  one  of  that  increasing  army  of 
voters  who  hold  aloof  from  party  ties  and  exercise 
their  rights  of  citizenship  in  behalf  of  principles 
and  in  the  support  of  those  individuals  whom  they 
consider  best  suited  to  the  requirements.  In  the 
line  of  business  Mr.  Tourtellot  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively and  possesses  a knowledge  of  conditions 
and  affairs  not  confined  to  his  immediate  surround- 
ings. Personally  he  is  genial,  affable  and  agree- 
able, is  an  entertaining  conversationalist,  and  dis- 
plays mental  faculties  above  the  ordinary.  On 
Oct.  I,  1906,  he  withdrew  from  the  firm  of  S.  Tour- 
tellot & Co.,  and  now  lives  retired. 

Mr.  Tourtellot  married  Oct.  5,  1870,  Miss 

Alice  B.  Hopkins,  a daughter  of  Fenner  Hopkins, 
of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  descended  from  the  old 
Rhode  Island  family  of  that  name.  Mrs.  Tourtel- 
lot died  May  15,  1891.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them : Earle  E.,  born  in  1872,  died  young ; 
Flora  Elizabeth,  born  May  10,  1874,  married  W. 
Whitney  Wood,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Carl,  Helen  and  Earl.  On 
Feb.  24,  1897,  Mr.  Tourtellot  married  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Elisha  E.  Lee,  of  Bennett  Creek,  Va., 
a member  of  the  ancient  and  highly  distinguished 
Lee  family  of  that  State.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Virginia  Lee,  born  March  8,  1899. 

(\T)  Herbert  E.  Tourtellot,  son  of  Williams 
and  Nancy  (Mason)  Tourtellot,  was  born  in  1844, 
in  the  town  of  Scituate.  Like  his  brothers  he  was 
reared  to  farm  work  and  given  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  town  afforded.  He  married 
Cynthia  Hopkins,  of  Eoster,  a descendant  of  the 
ancient  Rhode  Island  family  of  that  name,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children  : Eliza- 
beth Westcott,  now  residing  at  North  Attleboro, 
Mass. ; Mary,  the  wife  of  B.  Howard  Lester,  of 
Providence;  Anthony  M. ; Elorence  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Carleton  Freese;  Eva,  who  died  unmarried; 
and  Alexander  E. 

Mr.  Tourtellot  has  been  engaged  in  numerous 
pursuits  and  has  had  tnany  turns  of  both  good  and 
bad  fortune.  His  specialty  has  been  in  the  fruit 
and  produce  business,  both  in  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing of  those  commodities  and  in  their  culture. 
Through  various  commercial  vicissitudes  he  has 
followed  a straightforward  and  honest  course  and 
has  maintained  the  confidence  and  trust  of  busi- 
ness associates.  As  a salesman  he  has  been  most 
successful  and  doubtless  had  he  been  of  less  ad- 
venturous make-up,  satisfied  with  a more  or  less 
plodding  career,  he  would  now  rank  high  in  com- 
mercial circles.  But  for  the  failure  of  several  ex- 
cellently planned  enterprises,  often  due  to  the  mis- 
takes of  others,  he  would  have  scored  signal  suc- 
cess. He  and  his  wife  and  youngest  son  are  now 
residents  of  North  Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 


(VH)  Anthoxv  M.  Tourtellot,  son  of 
Herbert  P'.,  was  born  Oct.  24,  1874,  in  what  was 
then  the  town  of  Johnston,  on  Plainfield  street, 
Olneyville.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  aiul 
finished  his  education  at  Woodstock  Academy, 
Woodstock,  Conn.,  and  with  a business  course  at 
Bryant  & Stratton’s  Commercial  School,  Provi- 
dence, At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  S.  Tourtellot  & Co.  in  the  wholesale  fruit 
business,  in  which  line  he  had  previously  had  some 
experience  during  his  boyhood,  assisting  his  father, 
who  followed  the  same  industry.  After  five  years, 
in  September,  1897,  he  began  business  on  his  own 
account,  in  association  with  Henry  C.  Arnold, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Arnold  & Tourtellot.  They 
began  in  an  exceedingly  modest  way,  their  first 
quarters  being  in  the  cellar  of  a Canal  street  busi- 
ness block,  but  by  closest  application  and  honest 
and  straightforward  methods,  combined  with  an 
excellent  judgment  of  qualities  and  conditions  and 
a keen  knowledge  of  market  affairs,  the  business 
not  only  grew  into  larger  quarters  but  assumed  a 
position  of  importance  among  commercial  houses 
of  its  kind.  In  time  it  was  removed  to  No.  37 
Canal  street,  where  Arnold  & Tourtellot  continued 
in  business  until  March  22,  1907,  when  Mr.  Tour- 
tellot purchased  his  partner’s  interest.  He  has 
since  conducted  the  business  under  the  name  of 
A.  M.  Tourtellot,  at  the  same  location,  with  a de- 
gree of  success  fully  warranted  by  his  enterprise 
and  close  attention. 

Mr.  Tourtellot  married,  in  1899,  Miss  Edna  C, 
Sampson,  who  was  born  Nov.  i,  1873,  in  Provi- 
dence, daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Ellen  A.  (Pal- 
mer) Sampson.  Her  father,  Charles  A.  Sampson, 
was  a native  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  in  1871  married 
Ellen  A.  Palmer,  of  Southwick,  Mass.,  the  family 
later  moving  to  Providence.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Tour- 
tellot have  had  two  children : Ellen,  born  Sept. 
I,  1901,  and  Clarence  Sampson,  born  June  23, 
1905. 

(VH)  Oscar  A.  Tourtellot,  son  of  Henry, 
is  a well  known  business  man  of  the  Olneyville 
section.  Years  of  ill  health  have  seriously  retarded 
his  progress,  and,  while  he  has  not  achieved  great- 
ness, nor  fame,  nor  riches,  he  has  struggled  on  with 
his  burden,  has  ever  exerted  an  influence  for  good, 
and  has  manifested  at  every  turn  those  sterling 
traits  of  character  which  are  prevalent  in  the  stock 
from  which  he  springs.  At  the  death  of  his  father, 
Henry  Tourtellot,  Oscar  A.  and  his  brothers,  Ir- 
ving W.  and  Wilson  H.,  were  reared  by  their 
grandfather,  Williams  Tourtellot,  and  to  the  some- 
times rigid  guidance  of  that  strong  character  may 
be  credited  some  of  the  characteristics  prominent 
in  the  brothers.  Oscar  A.  Tourtellot  was  reared 
to  farm  work  and  passed  his  youth  in  a manner 
common  to  the  period  and  environment.  His  edu- 
cational advantages  extended  to  several  terms  at 
Lapham  Institute.  At  the  age  of  about  fifteen  he 
was  for  a short  time  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle, 
Stephen  Tourtellot,  of  Providence,  but  soon  after 
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returned  to  the  farm.  Later  he  learned  the  trade 
of  spindle  grinding',  but  owing  to  delicate  health 
was  never  able  to  follow  it.  He  engaged  in  vari- 
ous mercantile  occupations  until  1884,  when  the 
condition  of  his  health  became  such  as  to  render 
a change  of  climate  an  absolute  necessity,  and  he 
located  in  the  State  of  California  for  some  little 
time,  partially  regaining  health.  L'pon  his  return 
to  Rhode  Island  he  again  took  up  farm  work.  C)n 
April  4,  1887,  he  entered  the  employ  of  W.  S. 
J''ifield  & Co.,  as  manager  of  their  (Jlneyville  busi- 
ness. Here  he  has  demonstrated  his  business 
(pialihcations  and  conducted  the  establishment  with 
such  efiiciency  that,  through  the  intervening  years 
down  to  the  present,  he  has  maintained  a high 
standing  with  the  proprietors,  has  been  universally 
])opnlar,  and  well  merited  the  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held. 

Hr.  Tonrtellot  married  in  Glocester,  on  Xov. 
22,  1873,  Lydia  i\l.  Williams,  who  was  born  'ii 
i''oster  in  1857,  daughter  of  Pardon  Williams,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children ; 
(1)  Emil}'  i\l.,  horn  J^'eb.  it),  1876,  married  Irving 
Ci.  Spencer,  Xov.  24,  1869.  They  have  one  son, 
Williaims  Tonrtellot.  horn  April  1,  1900.  (2j 

Henr\  W.,  born  Oct.  27,  1877,  married  Hiss  Er- 
dine  H.  Rounds,  Dec.  25,  1899.  (3)  Lillian  .H., 

bc'rn  jam  20,  1881.  married  Caleb  H.  Scott,  IMay 
31,  1903.  (4)  Oscar  A.,  born  Jan.  19,  1883,  died 

June  16,  1884.  (5)  Harrison  A.,  born  April  13.. 

[88(').  married  Theresa  Rlackmar,  Sept.  9,  1906. 
(6)  h'dith  Almira  was  born  June  23,  1887.  (7) 

Ifthel  Hay  was  born  Eeb.  6,  1895.  The  mother  of 
these  died  Xov.  27,  1904.  She  was  a woman  of 
much  attractiveness  and  her  lovable  character  w'as 
appreciated  by  a wide  acquaintance.  She  was 
companion  as  well  as  mother  to  her  children, 
whom  she  reared  in  ah  atmosphere  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. 

Hr.  Tonrtellot  is  an  independent  Republican 
in  political  affairs,  and  wdhle  interested  in  matters 
jiertaining  thereto  he  has  not  taken  a verv  active 
jiart.  Aside  from  minor  positions,  and  serving  on 
the  Reiniblican  executive  committee,  he  has  lield 
no  offices,  neither  has  he  aspired  to  same.  Hany 
years  ago  he  became  a member  of  the  Free  H ill 
Ikqitist  Church  at  West  Scitnate. 

(\TI)  Ir\  ix{;  W.  Touktellot,  son  of  Henry, 
and  grandson  of  Williams  Tonrtellot,  w'as  born  in 
the  town  of  Foster,  R.  L,  June  2.  1857.  He  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Scitnate  and  both  the  Jencks 
Howry  school  and  the  Lajiham  Institute.  His  early 
ambition  was  for  a commercial  career,  and  his 
training  w'as  tow  ard  that  end.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  entered  the  em])loy  of  his  uncles,  S.  Tonrtellot 
&'  Co.,  and  with  them  learned  the  wholesale  prod- 
uce and  commission  business  most  thoroughly, 
h'rom  the  very  outset  he  was  shown  no  special 
favor,  beginning  in  a most  lowly  position.  His 
])rogress  to  a position  of  confidence  and  responsi- 
))ility  was  rapid,  and  in  1885  he  was  admitted  to 


a partnership  in  the  business,  as  a recognition  of 
his  ability  and  industry.  Eron'i  that  time  he  de- 
voted himself  to  becoming  more  familiar  with 
every  detail  of  the  business,  if  that  were  possible, 
and  for  some  vears  jji'ior  to  his  death  his  position 
in  the  firm  was  a most  active  and  vigorous  one, 
to  him  being  entrusted  a large  share  of  the  out- 
side business  of  the  house,  for  w'hich  he  did  nearlv 
all  the  traveling.  He  w'as  the  first  in  his  line  of 
business  in  Providence  to  visit  the  growing  sec- 
tions to  obtain  green  stuff  and  fruit,  some  being 
purchased  outright  and  some  sold  on  commission. 
All  of  it  formerly  came  through  the  Xew^  York 
commission  houses.  Hr.  Tonrtellot  continued  to 
make  these  trips  until  his  death.  After  a brief 
illness,  terminating  in  an  operation  from  which  he 
did  not  rally,  IMr.  Tonrtellot  passed  away  in  the  very 
l)rime  of  his  life,  on  Sept.  30,  190O.  His  untimely 
end  w as  deplored  by  an  exceedingly  Wide  circle  of 
friends,  relatives  and  acquaintances,  and  it  can 
most  truthfully  be  said  that  Irving  W.  Tonrtellot 
lived  a life  worthy  of  emulation.  He  was  recog- 
nized in  both  business  and  social  circles  as  a moct 
honorable  man.  Ry  the  force  of  his  own  make-up 
he  w'on  success,  and  had  he  lived  would  without 
doubt  have  risen  to  a much  higher  plane.  He  not 
only  advanced  his  position  in  the  business  world, 
but  by  his  straight-forward,  honorable  course  hi 
every  detail  of  his  life  he  left  a record  and  memory 
of  w hich  his  family  may  well  be  itroud.  Hr.  Tour- 
tellot  possessed  a most  pleasing  personality  and 
W'as  widely  knowm  throughout  Xew  England  and 
the  South,  whither  his  business  trips  took  him.  He 
was  social,  affable,  genial,  and  entirely  devoted  to 
his  business  and  family,  though  active  in  his  rela- 
tions with  the  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  he  was  for  years  a member.  The  press 
of  the  city  of  Providence  said  of  i\lr.  Tonrtellot ; 
■-'He  was  an  active  and  energetic  business  man, 
possessing  a deep  regard  for  honesty  and  fairness 
in  all  his  transactions,  and  had  won  the  esteem  of 
all  w ith  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  his  death 
is  the  cause  of  deep  sorrow.” 

IMr.  Tonrtellot  married  Eeb.  4,  1884,  Miss 
Lizzie  A.,  daughter  of  John  C.  Thurston,  of 
Crafton,  Hass.  IMrs.  Tonrtellot  descends  from  a 
very  old,  honored  and  respected  New  England 
family.  P)Orn  to  this  union  were  the  following 
children:  Mabel  \\'.,  born  Feb.  27,  1885,  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Providence,  Wellesley 
College  and  Brown  University ; Carl  Thurston, 
born  Sept.  26,  1886,  is  a graduate  of  the  English 
High  School  of  Providence  and  the  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton business  college  ; Chester  Irving  was  born  June 
18,  1888  ; Alice  was  born  March  19,  1894. 

SHAW.  The  Shaws  have  been  a Rhode  Is- 
land family  for  approximately  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  largely  a Little  Compton  family,  de- 
scendants of  (I  ) Anthony  Shaw,  who  was  at  Bos- 
ton as  early  as  1653,  April  8th  of  which  year  he 
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married  Alice  Stonard.  The  first  three  of  their 
six  children  were  of  Boston  birth.  Mr.  Shaw 
bought  property  in  Portsmouth,  R.  1.,  in  1665.  He 
was  also  of  Little  Compton. 

(II)  Israel  Shaw,  son  of  Anthony,  was  born 
in  Boston  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Rhode 
Island,  where  in  Little  Compton  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  married  a Tallnian. 

(III)  Anthony  Shaw,  son  of  Israel,  was  ac- 
cording to  Little  Compton  record  born  in  1C82. 
He  was  a farmer,  as  is  evident  from  his  will,  exe- 
cuted in  1752,  in  which  he  leaves  land  to  his  son 
Benjamin,  and  all  other  property  to  his  wife  Mary. 

(I\’)  Benjamin  Shaw,  son  of  Anthony,  mar- 
ried Nancy  , and  it  is  more  than  likely  died 

young,'  for  record  is  found  of  the  birth  of  but  one 
child,  Anthony.  Record  is  also  found  in  North 
Kingstown  of  the  marriage  of  Nancy  Shaw,  widow 
of  Benjamin,  to  a John  Stone. 

(V)  Anthony  Shaw,  son  of  Benjamin,  took 
up  his  residence  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  on  July  25, 
1765,  married  Remembrance  Goddard,  as  stated  in 
Newport  records. 

(\T)  Benjamin  Shaw,  .son  of  Anthony  and 
Remembrance,  married  in'  North  Kingstown,  R. 
I.,  Oct.  13,  1793,  Hannah  Congdon,  daughter  of 
James.  Benjamin  Shaw  was  a widely  known  di- 
vine, noted  for  his  elocjuence  and  fervor.  Tra- 
dition describes  him  as  having  almost  supernatural 
power.  The  children  born  to  Benjamin  and  his 
wife  Hannah  were  as  follows;  (i)  Lydia  mar- 
ried Columbia  Tingley,  and  had  children,  viz. : 
John  ; Cyrus ; J.  Ellis ; Lydia,  who  married  Dex- 
ter Clarke;  Hannah,  who  married  William  H. 
Haskell;  Susan,  who  married  Lewis  Haskell;  iMary 
Ann,  who  married  Jason  Newall ; and  Fanny,  who 
died  unmarried.  (2)  Perry  W.  married  Mary  S. 
Perry,  of  North  Kingstown,  and  their  children 
were : Harriet,  who  married  George  Whipple ; 
Susan,  who  married  Willard  Blackington,  of  North 
Attleboro,  Mass.;  and  William  P.,  of  South  Attle- 
boro, Mass.  (3)  Susan  married  Anthony  Davis, 
and  their  children  were : William ; Sylvester ; 
Dexter,  who  died  in  California  ; Edward  P. ; and 
Ada,  who  married  a INlr.  Kooms.  (4)  IMyra  mar-, 
ried  Whipple  W.  Howard,  and  both  are  deceased, 
leaving  no  descendants.  (5)  Dexter  Bates  is  meii- 
tioned  below.  (6)  iMariah  married  Nathan  Pierce, 
and  their  children  were : William  ; Nathan  D. ; 
Lewis;  Charles;  Jane;  and  Ann,  who  married  Ar- 
nold Jilson.  (7)  Hannah  married  (first)  Charles 
Barber  and  (second)  Nathan  Barber.  She  left 
one  daughter,  Harriet,  who  married  John  Howard. 
(8)  Celestine  married  Elisha  Bill. 

(VTI)  Dexter  Bates  Shaw,  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  Aug.  8,  1805.  and  married  (first)  Lucy 
Howard,  and  (second)  Phila  Howard,  a sister  of 
his  first  wife.  They  were  natives  of  Cumberland, 
R.  I.  Mr.  Shaw  died  at  the  age  of  forty^five  years, 
and  his  first  wife  and  mother  of  his  children  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight.  In  youth  iMr.  Shaw  learned 


the  business  of  boat-building,  but  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  conducted  a small  store  in  connection 
with  his  farm  in  the  town  of  Cumberland.  He 
also  devoted  some  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
boxes.  Although  he  died  comparatively  young, 
he  had  gained  most  excellent  repute  anJ  was  re- 
garded as  an  honest,  industrious  citizen.  His  chil- 
dren were ; Arnold  Dexter ; Celestine,  who  mar- 
ried John  Drape,  and  had  one  daughter  (who  mar- 
ried Charles  Kettrel,  of  Itlansfield,  iMass.)  ; Amey 
Ann,  who  died  unmarried ; Sarah  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Charles  Dunn,  and  resides  with  her  son 
Charles  at  East  Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 

(\TH)  Arnold  Dexter  Shaw,  son  of  Dex- 
ter B.,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  1..  (Jet.  4,  1834. 
In  his  youth,  ill-health  prevented  his  taking  much 
advantage  of  the  educational  facilities  which  the 
community  afforded,  and  his  father’s  death,  occur- 
ring when  he  was  but  si.xteen  years  of  age,  left 
the  cares  of  the  family  largely  resting  upon  his 
shoulders.  He,  being  the  only  son,  assumed  the 
resjionsibility  of  the  support  of  his  father's  family, 
and  for  about  nine  years  he  continued  the  small 
business  and  farm  of  twelve  acres  left  by  his 
father.  His  preparation  for  a business  career  was 
slight.  In  an  effort  to  better  his  situation  he  ac- 
cepted employment  in  a grocery  store  in  X'alley 
Falls  in  1861.  With  the  experience  thus  gained 
he  employed  his  savings  and  accumulations  in  se- 
curing a start  in  business  for  himself  in  the  same 
village.  His  business  ability,  honorable  methods, 
and  genial  personality  gained  for  him  a good  pa- 
tronage from  the  beginning.  The  following  year 
he  removed  to  the  location  at  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  Jencks  avenue,  in  Central  h'alls,  where  for 
twenty-one  ye'ars  he  conducted  the  most  extensive 
business  of  its  kind  in  the  locality.  This  business 
he  discontinued  in  1883,  but  in  1885  he  again 
engaged  in  business  (groceries  and  provisions), 
at  another  location.  Again  he  was  successful,  and 
conducted  a thriving  business  until  1894,  when, 
after  thirty  years  of  business  life,  he  retired  that 
he  might  enjoy  a well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a Republican  in  political  prefer-' 
ment,  and  served  for  ten  years  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  public  works.  Other  honors  of  a like 
character  he  declined.  He  became  a member  of 
Good  Samaritan  Lodge.  No.  8,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  1862, 
and  has  for  some  years  been  a member  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men.  Though  quite  beyond 
the  allotted  threescore  and  ten,  Mr.  Shaw  retains 
to  a very  great  degree  his  full  mental  and  physical 
activity.'  He  is  well  and  most  favorably  known 
throughout  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  his 
career  presents  many  features  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. 

C)n  Oct.  II,  1859,  i\Ir.  Shaw  married  Louisa 
Jane,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Bennett) 
Wilkinson.  iMrs.  Shaw  descends  from  a number 
of  Rhode  Island's  oldest  families,  concerning 
whom  extended  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere 
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in  this  publication.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  are  the 
parents  of  Frederick  E.  and  Lula  Bennett.  The 
latter,  a graduate  from  Dean  Academy  in  1883,  is 
well  known  in  her  social  sphere,  and  is  president 
of  the  Commodore  Abraham  Whipple  Society, 
Children  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  Paw- 
tucket. 

(IX)  Frederick  E.  Shaw,  only  son  of  Ar- 
nold Dexter  Shaw,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
Sept.  26,  i860.  He  was  educated  at  the  schools 
of  Valley  Falls,  Mowry  and  Goff’s  English  and 
Classical  School  and  Brown  University,  graduat- 
ing from  the  latter  institution  with  the  class  of 
1882,  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  For  four  years 
after  his  graduation  he  held  a position  in  the  sewer 
department  of  the  Providence  city  engineer's  office, 
and  then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account 
as  a contractor.  He  has  risen  through  the  force 
of  his  own  ability  to  a high  place  in  the  ranks  of 
his  profession.  He  has  been  engaged  extensively 
in  public  work,  such  as  the  building  of  water- 
works, construction  of  sewer  systems,  etc.  He 
has  had  large  contracts  on  the  Boston  subway ; 
Lynn,  iMass.,  waterworks;  and  similar  large  enter- 
prises. 

On  March  4,  1886,  i\Ir.  Shaw  married  Miss 
Emma  L.,  daughter  of  Josiah  i\I.  and  Emily 
(Bangs)  Buzzell,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  Two  sons 
have  been  born  to  them:  Frederick  Arnold,  horn 
July  23,  1887;  and  William  Buzzell,  born  Mav  i, 
1891. 

BENNETT.  The  name  of  Bennett  has  been 
an  honored  one  in  Rhode  Island  for  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  the  family  has  been 
conspicuous  in  various  walks  of  life.  A greater 
portion  of  the  name  in  Rhode  Island  are  descended 
from  Samuel  Bennett,  a settler  of  Providence  as 
early  as  1652,  and  of  the  town  of  East  Green- 
wich in  1673.  Samuel  Bennett  was  commissioner 
in  1657,  deputy  in  1668,  1674  and  1678. 

Reliable  genealogical  data  which  will  connect 
him  with  those  of  the  name  several  generations  later 
are  unobtainable,  but  it  is  assumed  and  contended 
that  he  is  the  ancestor  of  many  branches  of  the 
family. 

Timothy  Bennett  was  born  in  East  Greenwich, 
hut  later  became  a resident  of  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  R.  L,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  his 
numerous  descendants  now  reside.  He  located 
upon  a farm  which  was  obtained  from  the  Cargill 
family  and  which  later  reverted  to  the  same  family, 
and  is,  or  has  been,  known  in  recent  years  as  the 
Darwin  Cargill  farm.  i\Ir.  Bennett  married  Han- 
nah Darling,  daughter  of  Peter  Darling,  at  that 
time  of  Bellingham,  IMass.,  and  descended  from  an 
early  New  England  family.  Their  children  were: 
Levinah,  horn  Aug.  27,  1765.  who  died  Dec.  19, 
1769;  Joseph,  of  whom  more  follows;  Olive,  horn 
Feb.  16,  1770;  Susannah,  horn  IMarch  3.  1772;  Han- 


nah, born  Oct.  12,  1774;  Timothy,  born  June  10, 
1777;  and  Debora,  born  Nov.  16,  1781. 

Joseph  Bennett,  eldest  son  of  Timothy,  was 
born  in  Cumberland  Nov.  6,  1767.  Until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  resided  on  the  home- 
stead farm  where  his  father,  in  addition  to  farm- 
ing, carried  on  the  business  of  barrel  making.  The 
later  was  a man  of  great  physical  bulk,  and  is  said 
to  have  exceeded  325  pounds  in  weight ; he  became 
so  large  in  girth  as  to  render  him  unable  to  work 
longer  as  a cooper,  and  that  business  was  disposed 
of.  Young  Joseph  was  apprenticed  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  this  interest,  much  to  the  former’s  dis- 
satisfaction. He  was  a youth  of  high  spirit  and, 
like  many  others  of  his  day,  had  a longing  for 
a sea  faring'  life.  Accordingly,  he  decided  to  run 
away,  though  he  apprised  his  mother  of  his  in- 
tentions. He  was  without  funds  and  carried  his 
lielongings  in  a small  cloth  bag.  He  had  not  pro- 
ceeded a great  distance  when  he  was  overtaken 
by  his  father,  who  was  unsuccessful  in  his  efforts 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  return  to  his  home,  and  he 
then  gave  him  all  the  money  that  he  had  in  his 
])urse,  the  amount  being  some  forty  cents.  Thus 
equipped  the  youth  proceeded  on  his  way,  which 
was  destined  to  lead  him  to  many  distant  lands  and 
into  strange  adventure.  In  time  he  arrived  in 
Boston  where  he  had  little  trouble  in  becoming  a 
member  of  the  crew  of  a schooner  leaving  on  a 
long  voyage.  They  had  gone  hut  a little  way 
when  they  were  becalmed,  and  on  the  following 
morning  it  was  discovered  that  a British  man-of- 
war,  becalmed,  had  drifted  near  them.  This  oc- 
casioned no  alarm  until  the  schooner  was  boarded 
by  officers  from  the  British  ship  who  selected  three 
men,  one  of  whom  was  Joseph  Bennett,  from  the 
crew  of  the  schooner,  and  took  them  aboard  the 
man-of-war.  For  the  seven  years  which  followed 
he  was  seldom  permitted  to  leave  this  ship  (the 
“Sabines”  or  “Sabinas”)  except  under  guard, 
though  he  made  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
escape.  The  brig  reached  London  on  the  morn- 
ing following  the  sinking  of  the  “Royal  George,” 
wliich  went  down  with  eight  hundred  on  board, 
an  Jncident  which  created  much  excitement 
throughout  England.  Joseph  and  his  companions 
were  taken  on  many  long  voyages,  visiting  many 
countries,  including  the  sailing  to  a point  then 
farthest  north  in  the  Arctic  ocean,  and  also  pene- 
trating unexplored  southern  seas.  Finally,  while 
in  port  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  Joseph  and  one  of 
his  companions  made  the  acquaintance  of  a man 
whose  name  was  Joseph  Bennett.  This  coinci- 
dence led  to  an  exchange  of  confidence,  and  our 
Joseph  related  his  adventures  and  his  desire  to 
escape.  In  this  the  other  Joseph  agreed  to  assist 
them,  and  accordingly,  they  were  hidden  in  a secret 
jiassage  until  the  search  for  them  was  abandoned. 
They  then  made  their  way  to  the  north  of  Scotland, 
where  they  secured  a fishing  smack  in  which  they 
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took  to  sea.  After  much  suffering  from  cold  and 
hunger  they  landed  upon  what  proved  to  be  a 
Russian  possession,  and  for  a time  they  subsisted 
upon  shell  fish.  A Russian,  whom  they  found  oc- 
cupying a hut,  gave  them  shelter  for  two  weeks, 
and  then  assisted  them  to  an  American,  who  did 
all  that  he  could  for  them.  After  a period  of 
wandering,  despairing  of  reaching  America,  and 
constantly  in  fear  of  capture,  Mr.  Bennett  wisely 
concluded  that  the  last  place  that  he  would  be 
sought  for  would  be  that  from  which  he  had  es- 
caped, and  he  enlisted  in  the  British  navy  and 
served  until  given  an  honorable  discharge  at  Chat- 
ham, England,  March  5,  1803.  His  discharge  pa- 
pers are  now  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants. 

Mr.  Bennett  then  shipped  to  New  Orleans  and 
from  there  to  New  York  on  the  “John  Brown,” 
and  from  the  latter  city  to  Providence  on  the 
“John  Brown,  Jr.”  Some  time  after  this  he  was 
induced  by  friends  to  be  one  of  a ship’s  company 
to  Cork,  Ireland,  to  convey  emigrants  to  America. 
He  was  there  recognized  by  the  captain  of  a 
British  cutter,  as  an  escaped  seaman,  and  though 
he  might  have  successfully  resisted  any  effort  to 
return  him  to  the  service,  he  sought  safety  in 
flight  and  was  in  hiding  for  some  time,  finally  mak- 
ing his  way  back  to  America  after  much  interest- 
ing adventure.  He  then  remained  on  the  home- 
stead in  Cumberland  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  about  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  a man 
of  great  strength  and  build,  being  nearly  or  quite 
six  feet  six  inches  in  height,  and  proportioned  ac- 
cordingly. He  possessed  a retentive  memory  and 
took  great  pleasure  in  relating  his  many  adven- 
tures, many  of  which  are  still  repeated  by  his 
posterity.  In  his  latter  years  he  compiled  a manu- 
script containing  a detailed  account  of  his  career, 
and  to  this  forethought  we  are  indebted  for  much 
of  the  data  for  this  article. 

Mr.  Bennett  married  Nancy  Aldrich,  a descend- 
ant of  George  Aldrich  and  member  of  a family 
concerning  whom  there  is  much  mention  elsewhere 
in  this  publication.  To  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Joseph,  Timothy,  Hannah,  Nancy, 
Susan  Ann,  Debora,  Laura,  Whipple  and  William. 

Nancy  Bennett,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy 
(Aldrich)  Bennett,  married  David  Wilkinson,  de- 
scended from  John  Wilkinson  through  William  and 
Christopher.  William  Wilkinson  married  Sarah 
Alverson  and  their  son  Christopher  married  Anne 
Thornton,  daughter  of  Stephen,  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  who  married  Lydia  Waterman,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Waterman  and  his  wife,  who  was 
Ann  Manton,  daughter  of  John  Alanton.  Ben- 
jamin Waterman  was  a descendant  of  Richard 
Waterman.  All  of  the  families  were  among  the 
first  in  Rhode  Island,  and  concerning  them  fur- 
ther mention  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

BUSH.  For  several  generations  the  name  of 
Bush  has  been  identified  with  the  business  interests 


of  Newport,  where  the  family  has  been  resident 
since  the  days  of  the  Revolution.  Several  mem- 
bers of  this  family  have  been  quite  prominent 
among  its  citizens,  and  all  have  been  worthy  repre- 
sentatives of  the  genuine  American  type. 

(I)  Richard  Bush,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  was 
born  in  1713.  He  married  Oct.  4,  1738,  Elizabeth 
Hammett,  daughter  of  John  Hammett,  of  Newport, 
and  four  children  were  bor,n  to  .them,  as  follows : 
John,  in  1740;  Jonathan,  in  1742;  Thomas,  in  1752; 
and  Richard,  in  1754. 

(H)  Richard  Bush,  Jr.,  was  born  in  James- 
town, R.  I.,  Nov.  23,  1754.  He  became  during  his 
earlier  manhood  a butcher,  but  after  the  Revolu- 
tion broke  out  he  went  to  the  war  and  never  after- 
ward resumed  his  former  occupation.  During  the 
war  he  served  under  Lieut.  Archibald  Carry.  At 
the  time  the  British  invaded  Jamestown  his  house 
was  ransacked  and  burned,  and  Mr.  Bush  and  his 
family  fled  to  Newport,  where  he  was  afterward 
engaged  in  carrying  the  mail  and  driving  a stage. 
He  married  Hannah  Hazard,  daughter  of  Oliver 
Hazard,  and  they  had  a large  family,  as  follows : 
John,  born  March  26,  1776,  who  married  Pene- 
lope Cibbs ; Thomas,  born  Sept.  27,  1778;  Hannah, 
born  Dec.  7,  1780,  who  never  married;  Hazard, 
born  Jan.  8,  1783,  wbo  married  Polly  Ingraham; 
George,  born  Oct.  10,  1784,  who  never  married; 
Elizabeth,  born  IMay  24,  1787,  who  married  Capt. 
Wade;  Nancy,  born  March  7,  1789,  who  became 
tbe  wife  of  a Mr.  Champanoise ; Richard,  born  in 
June,  1791,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah,  born  July 
15,  1792,  who  married  Nicholas  Jeffrey;  Cathe- 
rine, born  July  25,  1794,  who  married  a IMr.  Mar- 
ble; Arnold,  born  Nov.  30,  1795,  who  married  a 
Miss  Waldron;  and  Ann,  born  Nov.  18,  1797,  who 
married  Peter  Chase.  After  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Hannah,  Richard  Bush  married  Eunice  Champlin, 
of  Newport,  and  they  had  one  son,  Richard  (3), 
who  married  Caroline  Almy.  Being  again  left  a 
widower,  Mr.  Bush  chose  for  his  third  wife  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Gibbs)  Crandall. 

(HI)  Thomas  Bush  was  born  Sept.  27,  1778, 
in  Jamestown,  but  while  still  in  his  infancy  was 
taken  to  Newport,  at  the  time  of  the  British  in- 
vasion, and  grew  up  in  the  latter  city.  He  became 
a tanner  and  wool  dresser  and  carried  on  quite  an 
extensive  business  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  water 
facilities  were  very  limited,  so  much  so  that  he 
was  accustomed  to  take  his  products  on  horseback 
to  a brook  some  distance  away,  where  there  was 
sufficient  water  for  his  needs,  and  there  wash 
them.  In  1801  he  also  engaged  extensively  in  the 
manufacture  of  chamois  skin  gloves,  all  the  sewing 
on  which  was  done  by  hand  by  the  women  of  the 
vicinity,  to  whom  he  let  out  the  work.  His  estab- 
lishment was  located  on  what  was  then  known  as 
Tanner  street,  now  West  Broadway,  and  he  con- 
tinued his  business  there  till  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1846.  An  old-line  Whig,  'Mr.  Bush  was 
somewhat  active  in  public  affairs  and  for  several 
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years  served  as  tax  collector.  In  the  field  of  re- 
ligion his  views  leaned  toward  those  of  the  Episco- 
palians and  he  was  a regular  attendant  at  Trinity 
Church,  although  not  a member. 

On  Nov.  ly,  1799,  Thomas  Bush  and  INlary 
Wanton  Borden  were  united  in  marriage.  IMrs. 
Bush,  who  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Borden, 
was  born  Sept.  25,  1780,  and  died  Hay  6,  1857. 
'J'heir  children  were  as  follows;  Thomas,  Jr., 
born  Jan.  26.  1801.  was  by  trade  a tanner  in  New- 
port; he  married  Sarah  Ward.  Richard,  born  Jnly 

10,  1802,  married  Elizabeth  Sherman  Holloway; 
he  was  a tanner  in  I'rovidence,  where  he  died. 
Mary  Ann  died  in  infancy.  Elizabeth,  born  Dec. 
20,  1806,  became  the  wife  of  George  Mb  Taylor, 
who  was  Probate  clerk  for  many  years  in  Newport, 
where  they  both  died.  George  Hazard  is  men- 
tioned below.  Mary  Ann  (2),  born  Sept.  21,  1810, 
was  the  wife  of  William  Tew  Tilley,  a rope-maker 
of  Newport,  where  they  both  died.  Augustus, 
born  IMarch  15,  1813,  an  Episcopal  clergyman, 
died  unmarried,  in  Detroit,  IMich.  Edwin  Arnold, 
born  June  4,  1818,  made  his  home  in  Providence. 
John  Topham,  born  Feb.  25,  1817,  was  a tanner 
of  Newport,  where  both  he  and  his  wife,  Emily 
(Lyon)  Bush,  died.  Solon  M'anton,  born  Eeb. 

11,  1819,  a Phiitarian  minister,  married  Theoda 
I'oster,  and  died  in  Boston.  Adeline  Jeff  rev  died 
in  infancy.  iMarcus  A.,  born  in  1823,  was  a jeweler 
in  Providence ; he  married  Abby  Houghton  and 
died  in  IMelrose,  ^Massachusetts. 

(I\")  George  H.vz.vkd  Bush  was  born  in 
Newport  July  24,  1808,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  tannery. 
He  later  engaged  in  the  jewelry  manufacturing 
business  in  Providence  with  his  brother  Marcus 
A.,  in  which  business  he  continued  until  his  death. 
In  1835  he  married  Abby  May,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Catherine  (Metcalf)  Brown,  of  Bristol, 
R.  I.  She  died  in  Newjiort  April  28,  1872,  aged 
sixty-two  years,  and  i\lr.  Bush  died  in  Providence 
IMay  13,  1850.  Children  were  born  to  them  as 
follows ; IMary  Catherine,  who  died  in  Newjiort, 
unmarried;  Abby  Frances,  wdio  died  in  infancy; 
Amelia  Sherman,  who  died  in  Newport,  unmar- 
ried, Sept.  18,  1907;  and  George  Hazard,  Jr.,  who 
died  aged  eight  years.  Aliss  Amelia  S.  Bush,  the 
last  surviving  member  of  this  family,  made  her 
home  in  Newport,  where  she  had  many  friends 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  her  many  fine 
traits  of  character. 

HORACE  E.  BURDICK,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  painting  and  decorating  business,  and  is  also  a 
dealer  in  real  estate  at  ATtch  Hill,  R.  I.,  was  born 
Sept.  4,  1856,  in  the  town  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  son 
of  Amos  Allen  and  Thankful  Amanda  (Gavitt) 
Burdick. 

Amos  Allen  Bnrdick,  father  of  Horace  E.,  was 
born  in  1838.  in  ^\■esterly,  in  the  (3rlando  Smith 
home,  son  of  Charles  and  Rebecca  (Wells)  Bur- 


dick, farming  people  of  that  town.  For  many 
years  he  was  a seafaring  man,  but  his  home  was 
always  in  Westerly.  For  the  last  eighteen  years 
of  his  life  he  assisted  his  son  in  business.  His 
death  occurred  Dec.  18,  1902.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat.  He  attended  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church. 

Amos  Allen  Burdick  married  Thankful 
Amanda  Gavitt,  born  at  the  Light  House  at  Point 
Judith,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Henry  H.  Gavitt,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows;  (i)  Hannah  Louise, 
who  married  Charles  If.  Canfield,  of  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  now  resides  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Edward  W'entworth  and  Maud, 
the  latter  the  wife  of  Henry  Champlin ; (2)  Horace 
Edward;  and  (3)  Leona  j\Iay. 

Horace  E.  Bnrdick  remained  in  Westerly  un- 
til about  eighteen  years  of  age,  securing  a good- 
common-school  education.  He  then  went  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  learned  the  painting  trade  and  re- 
mained with  the  Providence  Machine  Company  for 
eight  years.  He  returned  to  W'esterly,  but  he  very 
soon  went  to  Peace  Dale,  R.  I.,  with  the  Peace 
Dale  Company,  for  Stanton  & Woodburn,  for  two 
years,  then  spent  two  years  in  Bristol,  and  one  sea- 
son in  Boston,  when  he  returned  to  Westerly  where 
he  has  resided  ever  since.  For  the  past  twenty 
years  IMr.  Bnrdick  has  lived  at  Avondale  and  he 
has  many  pleasant  business  as  well  as  social  con- 
nections at  W’atch  Hill. 

Mr.  Bnrdick  was  married  Sept.  8,  1877,  to 
Abbie  E.  J.  Packer,  daughter  of  Henry  H.  Packer, 
the  celebrated  inventor  of  the  ratchet  drill.  They 
have  two  children;  Elsie  Trask,  born  Oct.  12. 
1893;  and  Carl  Amos,  born  May  22,  1897.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burdick  are  members  of  tbe  Pearl  Street 
Baptist  Church  of  Providence.  His  fraternal  con- 
nections are  with  St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  E. 

.A.  M..  Bristol,  R.  1.;  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  27; 
Narragansett  Commandery,  Westerly ; and  Pales- 
tine Temple,  Alystic  Shrine. 

AMOS  AI.  H.AWKINS.  The  Providence  and 
vicinity  Hawkins  family  has  been  a continuous 
one  here  since  1638,  in  which  year  William  Haw- 
kins is  of  record  as  receiving  land,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  thirty-nine  signers  of  an  agreement,  in  1640. 
for  a form  of  government.  The  Christian  name 
of  the  wife  of  Air.  Hawkins  was  Alargarct.  The 
name  has  been  perjietuated  through  the  grandsons, 
John  and  William  Hawkins,  both  of  whom  were 
of  Providence,  sons  of  Hon.  William.  The  latter 
married  in  1678,  Lydia  Gardiner,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Susanna  Ballon.  He  was  Deputy  from 
Providence  in  1678,  and  again  in  1703,  1705  and 
1706.  His  death  occurred  in  1723. 

(Ill)  William  Hawkins,  of  I’rovidence,  son 
of  Hon.  William  and  Lydia,  married  in  1704.  Eliza- 
beth Arnold,  and  their  children  were;  Elijah, 
Uriah.  Joseph.  Ruth  and  Deborah. 

(Ill)  John  I-Iawkins,  of  Providence,  married 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2045 


Mary,  and  tlicir  children  were : Stephen,  Isaiah, 
Jeremiah,  Zephaniah,  Lydia,  Aljigail,  Martha, 
Sarali  and  Alary. 

(1\’)  Isaiah  Hawkins,  son  of  John,  married 
Deborah.  He  was  a memlier  of  the  town  cotmcil 

ill  i754>  1755.  1756,  i757>  i75«  ihkI  i759-  He 

was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  North  Lrovidence, 
and  member  of  the  North  Providence  Town  Coun- 
cil in  1765,  1767,  1768,  1769.  1770,  1771  and  1772. 
He  was  also  Governor’s  deputy.  He  died  in  North 
Providence  in  1792,  his  wife  surviving  him. 

(V)  Joseph  Hawkins,  born  al)ont  1729,  grand- 
son of  \Villiam  or  John,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
married  Abigail,  born  Oct.  25,  1746,  daughter  and 
third  child  of  Commodore  Esek  and  Desire  (Bur- 
ronghs)  Hopkins,  the  former  a distinguishe<l  of- 
ficer of  the  Revolution,  who  was  commissioned 
l)rigadier  in  1775  and  confirmed  by  Congress  Com- 
mander of  the  first  naval  fleet  organized  and 
ecpiipped  by  the  Colonies.  Commodore  Hopkins 
descended  from  Thomas  Hopkins,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, son  of  William  and  Joanna  (Arnold)  Hop- 
kins. Thomas  appears  of  record  at  Providence  in 
1640,  in  which  year  he  was  one  of  the  thirty-nine 
signers  of  an  agreement  to  form  a government. 
He  was  commissioner  for  several  years  beginning- 
in  1652,  was  a number  of  times  deputy  beginning 
in  1665.  and  also  served  in  the  town  council.  Erom 
Thomas  Hopkins  the  Commodore's  descent  is 
through  Major  William  Hopkins  and  William 
Hopkins  (2). 

The  children  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  (Hopkins) 
Hawkins,  of  North  Providence,  were;  Sarah, 
who  married  (first)  Charles  Leonard  and  (second) 
a Wilbur;  Susanna,  who  married  Nehemiah  Shel- 
don; Alary,  who  married  Elhanan  Alartin,  a native 
of  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  but  a resident  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  died  in  Providence,  R.  L,  Aug.  31,  1855,  in 
the  eightieth  year  of  her  age  (issue;  Esek  H., 
Le  Baron,  Abby  A.  and  'Elhanan);  Desire,  who 
died  Aug.  25,  1809;  Henry,  who  married  Oct.  i, 
1804,  Alary  Arnold;  Amey,  who  married  July  12, 
1806,  Peyton  R.  Leonard';  Esek  H. ; Joseph  B., 
who  married  July  2,  1814,  Harriet  Angell ; and 
Harriet.  Joseph  Hawkins  died  Alay  31,  1817,  in 
the  eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  widow- 
passed  away  in  North  Providence,  Alay  2,  1821. 

(VT)  Henry  Hawkins,  son  of  Joseph,  \tas  a 
resident  of  North  Providence.  He  married  (first) 
Oct.  I,  1804,  Alary  Arnold,  who  survived  and  later 
married  a Air.  White,  and  by  the  second  marriage 
became  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  a daughter. 
Henry  HawTins  w^as  the  father  of  two  children, 
as  follows;  John  Henry;  and  Elvira,  who  mar- 
ried John  Eddy,  and  resided  in  North  Providence, 
where  she  died. 

(ATI)  John  Henry  Hawkins,  father  of  Amos 
Ah,  b<n-n  Oct.  6,  1805,  was  a contractor  and  builder 
residing  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  and  there  died 
Aug.  27,  1853,  and  was  buried  in  that  town.  In 
his  earlier  life  he  worked  as  a journeyman,  but 


an  accident,  the  breaking  of  a thigh,  necessitated 
his  giving  up  tlie  hard  work,  and  l)esidcs  doing  an 
extensive  business  for  those  times  in  contracting 
and  building,  he  engaged  in  the  making  of  sashes, 
doors,  etc.,  one  of  his  large  jobs  being  the  finrnish- 
ing  of  the  sashes,  doors,  and  doing  the  glazing  few 
the  mill  and  tenement  i)roperty  of  the  Spragues 
erected  at  Baltic,  Conn.  He  did  much  w'ork  in  this 
line  for  many  of  the  mills  and  tenements  in  Rhode 
Island  factory  villages.  On  Jan.  8,  1825,  he  mar- 
ried Clarissa  AI.  Simmons,  l)orn  Alay  20,  1800, 
in  Scituate,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Zenas  and  Naomi 
(Saunders)  Simmons,  of  that  town,  where  the 
family  has  been  represented  for  many  generation^. 
Airs.  Hawkins  died  Nov.  2,  1833.  Their  children 
were;  Louisa  Elizabeth,  born  Alay  28,  1827,  mar- 
ried (first)  Benjamin  Pinnegar,  (second)  Joseph 
Dawley,  and  resided  first  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  L, 
later  at  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and  there  died;  Henry 
E.,  born  Alay*20,  1829,  and  a blind  maker  residing 
in  Cranston,  married  Susan  AI.  Phillips ; Asahel 
S.,  born  Sept.  15,  1831,  married  (first)  Sarah  Ann 
Blanehard,  (second)  Alary  A.  West,  and  is  a sash 
and  blind  maker  in  Providence;  Amos  Alicajah, 
born  Jan.  7,  1833.  John  H.  Hawkins  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  married  Alary  Hawkins,  who  survived 
him  and  died  Aug.  25,  1889.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children;  Elisha  C.,  born  Alay  14,  1836,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Potter,  and  died  in  Providence;  Alary 
J.,  l)orn  Aug.  18,  1838,  taught  school  for  a time, 
was  married  twice  and  resided  in  Providence,  but 
died  in  Somerville,  Alass. ; Caroline  G.,  born  Oct. 
6.  1841,  was  a school  teacher  and  died  nnmarried  ; 
Charles  E.,  born  July  4,  1844,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  residing  in  Daytoji,  Ohio,  married  Eliza- 
beth Davis;  Sarah  A.,  born  July  31,  1846,  died 
Sept.  9,  1847;  John  A.,  born  Sept.  19,  1850,  en- 
gaged in  the  harness  business  at  Providence,  mar- 
ried Eldora  Teft,  and  died  June  6,  1893 ; and 
Wellington  C.,  born  Dee.  7,  1852,  resides  in  the 
West,  and  served  for  years  in  the  regular  army. 

(\TH)  Amos  Alicajah  Hawkins,  born  Jan.  7, 
1833,  in  Cranston,  in  that  town  spent  his  boyhood 
days.  He  was  among  the  older  children  of  a large 
family,  and,  his  father  being  in  very  modest  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  necessary  that  the  children 
should  go  to  work  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to. 
His  opportunities  for  an  education  were  very 
limited,  indeed,  as  he  attended  school  a few  weeks 
only  during  the  winter  season.  At  the  tender  age  of 
less  than  eight  years  he  began  his  first  work  in  a 
mill ; his  wages,  small  as  they  were — one  dollar 
per  week — went  to  his  father.  He  continued  at 
mill  work  in  different  localities  until  about  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  carpenter  with  his  father,  and  spent  nearly 
four  years  at  it.  His  first  work  as  journeyman 
after  he  had  completed  his  trade,  was  on  what  is 
now  the  old  Quidnick  Alill,  which  is  yet  standing. 
In  January,  1853,  Air.  Hawkins  came  to  Provi- 
dence and  took  up  sash  and  blind  work  in  the  mill 
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of  Strange  & Bromley,  the  firm  later  changing  to 
Strange  & i\lason,  i\lr.  Hawkins  remaining  with 
this  establishment  in  all  about  ten  years,  several 
years  of  which  he  was  a foreman.  He  then  took 
up  carpenter  work  as  a journeyman,  entering  the 
employ  of  French  & IMcKenzie,  a well  known  firm 
of  contractors.  One  year  later,  in  company  with 
Albert  Dailey  and  William  Peirce,  he  engaged  in 
the  manufactuing  of  sash  and  blinds,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Amos  i\I.  Hawkins  & Co.,  the  es- 
tablishment being  located  on  Dyer  street.  About 
si.x  years  later  Albert  Dailey,  Jr.,  succeeded 
Albert  Dailey,  and  William  Peirce  was  succeeded 
by  Albert  Tripp,  as  members  of  the  firm.  The 
business  was  continued  at  its  original  location  un- 
til fire  destroyed  it,  after  which  the  partnership 
was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hawkins  locating  a similar 
business  at  the  corner  of  Dean  and  Washington 
streets,  taking  in  as  a partner  Augustus  W.  Wing. 
After  a time  the  business  was  removed  to  Scott 
street,  Mr.  Hawkins  being  alone  in  business  at  this 
time,  and  still  later  it  was  located  on  Carrington 
avenue,  until  Mr.  Hawkins’s  final  retirement.  For 
a numher  of  years  he  has  not  been  engaged  in 
any  active  work  excepting  the  management  of  his 
real  estate  interests.  He  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Builders  and  Traders  Exchange, 
and  for  some  years  was  a member  of  the  Providence 
Board  of  Trade. 

In  politics  i\Ir.  Hawkins  is  a Republican,  having 
cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  ever 
since  supported  that  party’s  candidates.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  chairs; 
Providence  Chapter ; Providence  Council ; and  St. 
John’s  Commander}-.  In  past  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P.  and  I.  O.  'O.  F.  lodges,  in  both 
of  which  he  was  quite  active.  Pie  is  a member  of 
the  Marine  Artillery,  and  held  the  commission  of 
lieutenant  under  Gov.  Seth  Padelford ; a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  ; a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Historical  Society ; the  Rhode  Island  Horti- 
cultural Society,  and  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor. 

On  Nov.  25,  1852,  Mr.  Hawkins  was  married 
(first)  to  Louisa  J.  Greene,  of  Warwick,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Randall  Greene.  She  died  Feb.  20, 
1886,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  : May  Isabella,  born  May 
4,  1857,  March  ii,  1868;  Ella  F.,  born  Jan. 
I,  1859,  died  Sept.  9,  1859;  Amey  L.,  born  NMv. 
23,  1861,  died  July  17,  1862;  Myra  G.,  born  April 
28,  1864,  died  Aug.  ii,  1864.  Mr.  Hawkins  was 
again  married,  Aug.  19,  1891,  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
iMcCaslin,  a native  of  Providence,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Diana  (Parks)  McCaslin.  Thomas 
McCaslin  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  of  disease  while  in  service.  Mr.  Hawkins 
is  entirely  a self-made  man,  is  well-to-do,  has  a 


wide  acquaintance  and  is  much  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 

GEORGE  NAPOLEON  GIRARD,  paving 
teller  of  the  Producers  National  Bank  at  Woon- 
socket, R.  L,  who  is  interested  in  other  business 
enterprises  in  that  city,  was  born  at  North  Bloom- 
field, Mass.,  Feb.  ii,  1871. 

The  Girard  family  is  of  French  extraction,  the 
original  home  of  the  family  having  been  at  Bor- 
deaux, France.  There  were  four  brothers.  Earlv 
in  the  eighteenth  century  three  of  these  landed 
in  Canada,  while  the  fourth,  Stephen,  remained 
on  the  vessel,  which  went  on  its  way  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  Stephen  Girard  landed  and  where  his 
name  is  one  held  in  high  esteem  to  the  present 
day.  A great  marble  pile,  dedicated  to  philan- 
thropy, commemorates  his  memory  in  that  city. 

One  of  the  brothers,  the  ancestor  of  the  Girard 
family  of  Woonsocket,  Louis  Antoine,  with  his 
wife,  Marie  Anne  Bruneau,  landed  in  Canada  and 
settled  at  Pile  aux  (dies,  with  their  children : 
Louis,  Abraham,  Joachim,  I'rancois  and  Marie. 
Soon  after  they  went  to  Quebec,  where  Francois 
became  well  known.  The  family  afterward  lived  at 
St.  Hyacinthe.  Louis  Antoine  Girard,  the  settler, 
was  born  in  France  in  1741. 

Francois  Xavier  Girard,  son  of  Louis  Antoine, 
was  born  in  1776  and  after  the  family  moved  to 
Quebec  he  became  the  carrier  of  messages  for 
David  Courroy,  agent  for  the  King.  For  his  faith- 
ful services  in  this  capacity,  he  was  given  a grant 
of  land  on  the  Isle  of  Sorel,  and  tradition  states 
that  the  parchment  on  which  this  deed  was  written 
was  accidentally  destroyed  in  an  unusual  way.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  at  that  early  day,  parch- 
ment was  in  general  use  in  place  of  window  glass. 
A sheet  becoming  broken,  the  wife  of  Francois,  in 
searching  to  mend  the  break,  as  became  a good 
and  careful  housewife,  found  one  which  suited  her 
purpose  and  used  it,  not  knowing  that  she  was 
thus  destroying  a very  valuable  legal  document. 
This  resulted  in  her  husband  losing  the  grant  of 
land.  Later  he  moved  with  his  family  to  St. 
Hyacinthe,  where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent. 
He  was  married  to  Marguerite  Lasabloniere  at 
St.  Hyacinthe,  Sept.  29,  1796,  and  they  had  these 
childfen : Francois,  Louis  Antoine,  Joseph,  Jean 
Baptiste,  David,  Marie,  Lisette  and  Clemence. 

Louis  Antoine  Girard,  the  second  son  of  Fran- 
cois Xavier,  was  born  in  1801,  and  attended  the 
parish  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home. 
He  grew  up  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  thus 
spent  a long  and  industrious  life.  He  died  in 
January,  1894,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  He 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
was  a supporter  of  the  Liberal  party  for  many 
years.  His  children  were;  Ulderic,  Louis,  Ma- 
thilde,  Napoleon,  Rosa,  Vitaline,  Joseph  and 
Exilda. 
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Napoleon  Girard,  son  of  Louis  .Vntoine,  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm,  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  remained  in  Canada  until  1868,  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  located  first  at 
Worcester,  Hass.,  but  later  moved  to  North  Brook- 
field, where  he  was  employed  in  a shoe  shop,  for 
the  firm  of  Batchelder  Brothers,  and  there  he  spent 
five  years.  He  then  went  back  to  his  native  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  there  until  the  close  of  his 
life  in  May,  1901.  He  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  political  matters  he 
supported  the  Liberal  party, 

Napoleon  Girard  married  Adeline  Gobeille, 
born  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  daughter  of  Francois  Go- 
beille, and  they  had  these  children : George  N. ; 
Wilfred  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  business  at  San 
Francisco,  Cal.;  Roseline,  who  died  young; 
Stanislas  J.,  also  of  San  Francisco;  and  Corinne, 
a beautiful  young  lady  and  college  graduate,  who 
died  in  young  womanhood. 

George  N.  Girard  was  about  five  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  ‘his  parents  on  their  return 
to  Canada.  There  he  was  educated  at  the  Holy 
Cross  College,  and  remained  at  home  until  1889, 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  Then  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.,  where  he  found  employment  as  a clerk  at 
$4.50  per  week,  and  the  larger  part  of  his  salary 
went  for  board.  After  eight  months  he  started  in 
with  W.  F.  Norton  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  at  which  he  spent  three  and  a half 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Quebec  and  became 
bookkeeper  for  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  but 
he  found  himself  too  much  of  an  American  to  take 
kindly  to  other  ways,  and  shortly  afterward  re- 
turned to  Woonsocket. 

In  the  fall  of  1893  Air.  Girard  accepted  a po- 
sition in  the  Producers  National  Bank,  where  for 
the  past  fourteen  years  he  has  faithfully  performed 
service,  rapidly  being  promoted  until  he  was  made 
paying  teller.  In  July,  1899,  he  started  into  the 
insurance  business,  in  partnership  with  J.  W. 
Trinque,  which  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1903. 
Since  then  Air.  Girard  has  continued  the  business 
alone,  and  represents  some  of  the  most  important 
companies  of  England  and  the  United  States. 
These  are  the  following:  Boston,  of  Boston;  Fire 
Association,  of  Philadelphia;  Fireman’s,  Newark; 
Germania,  New  York;  Girard,  Philadelphia;  Lon- 
don Assurance,  England ; National,  ^Hartford, 
Conn.;  Royal  Exchange,  England;  Traders  & Ale- 
chanics  Alutual,  Lowell;  AVestchester,  New  York; 
Williamsburgh  City,  New  York;  Equitable  Life, 
New  York;  and  Travelers,  Hartford. 

Air.  Girard  was  married  at  Woonsocket,  June 
12,  1895,  to  Rosina  E.  Gobeille,  daughter  of  Au- 
gustin Gobeille,  of  Woonsocket.  They  have  three 
children,  viz. : Leonard,  Blanche  Alice  and  Co- 
rinne. 

Mr.  Girard  was  a close  friend  of  the  laie 
Dr.  Joseph  Hils  and  was  chosen  in  his  will  as  one 


of  his  executors.  He  is  a member,  with  his  wife, 
of  the  Church  of  the  Precious  Blood.  He  belongs 
also  to  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society  and  is  a member 
of  the  Alliance  Nationale,  the  Artisans  Canadiens 
Francais  and  the  Forestiers  Franco-Americain. 

WILLIAAI  BELCHER  SAilTH,  of  Newport, 
who  for  a number  of  years  conducted  a blacksmith 
shop,  was  one  of  the  city’s  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents. 

Gardner  Smith,  his  father,  was  born  in  James- 
town, R.  I.,  and  died  in  Newport,  April  i,  1863, 
aged  seventy-seven  years,  after  a life  spent  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  His  wife,  Sarah  Belcher,  died 
Sept.  25,  1863,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  the  mother 
of  these  children  : George  ; William  Belcher  ; Par- 
don ; Norris;  Sarah  and  Joanna. 

William  Belcher  Smith  was  born  Nov.  15,  1816, 
in  Newport,  and  after  acquiring  his  early  educa- 
tional training,  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
under  the  instruction  of  a Air.  Barney.  After  ac- 
quiring a thorough  knowledge  of  the  business.  Air. 
Smith  opened  a shop  on  his  own  account  in  James- 
town, where  he  remained  several  years.  He  later 
removed  to  Newport,  opening  a shop  on  Farewell 
street,  here  continuing  to  ply  his  trade  success- 
fully until  his  death.  He  was  a very  industrious 
man,  energetic  and  thrifty,  but  was  of  a retiring, 
quiet  nature,  and  never  sought  political  preferment 
of  any  kind. 

On  Oct.  II,  1840,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Harriet  AI.  Simmons,  daughter  of  Henry  Simmons 
of  Newport,  and  she  died  Alay  25,  1858,  aged  forty 
years.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  both 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Air.  Smith  married 
(second)  Sept.  20,  1859,  Alary  Elizabeth  White, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Sarah  (South wick) 
Wdiite,  of  Newport,  who  still  survives  him.  Air. 
Smith  passed  away,  Aug.  3,  1878,  in  Newport, 
aged  sixty-two  years. 

Airs.  Smith  is  a lineal  descendant  of  several  of 
New  England’s  earliest  settled  families,  her  pa- 
ternal American  progenitor  having  been  a passen- 
ger on  the  “Alayflower.” 

FREDERICK  A.  HORTON,  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Providence,  residing  at  No.  56 
Doyle  avenue,  is  a descendant  of  the  old  Horton 
family,  records  of  which  are  given  in  full  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

John  AI.  Horton,  his  father,  was  a native  of  the 
State  of  New'  York,  and  was  one  of  tw'O  children 
born  to  his  parents,  the  other  being  Elizabeth, 
w'ho  married  Henry  Alangles,  and  resided  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  John  AI.  Horton  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1851,  w'hile  yet  a young  man,  and  the 
last  account  that  was  to  be  had  of  him  w.as  that 
he  w^as  seen  going  to  the  diggings  wdth  a load  of 
flour  and  he  w'as  supposed  to  have  had  a large  sum 
of  money  on  his  person.  He  married  Charlotte  Mil- 
ler, of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Joseph  W. 
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and  Charlotte  (llagley)  Aliller,  and  INlrs.  Horton 
died  in  I’awtucket  in  1875.  They  had  one  son, 
I'rederick  .Vugnstns. 

I'rederick  A.  Horton  was  born  I'eb.  27,  1851, 
at  I’awtncket,  and  received  his  education  in  tne 
public  schools  of  that  city,  later  attending  Schol- 
tield's  Commercial  College,  ih'ovidence.  For  six 
\ ears,  1870  to  1876,  he  was  employed  in  the  grocery 
inisincss  in  I’awtucket,  and  on  Jan.  2,  1879,  ‘he 
removed  to  Trovidence  and  locatetl  at  his  present 
residence.  He  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  private  interests.  Hr.  Horton 
is  a member  of  Damon  Lodge,  Xo.  3,  Knights  of 
I’ythias,  of  which  he  is  past  chancellor;  and  What 
Ciieer  Lodge.  Xo.  48,  J.  ().  O.  F.  He  is  a Re- 
pnblican  in  ])olitical  faith,  but  is  not  always  bound 
hv  partv  ties.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
.\sbury  ^Memorial  Hethodist  Church,  in  which  he 
is  serving  as  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

On  IMay  ti,  1875,  IMr.  Horton  was  married  in 
Pawtucket  to  IMiss  Etta  Gibbs,  born  Xov.  it), 
1851,  in  Somerset,  Hass.,  daughter  of  Penjamin 
and  .Susan  A.  (\Tnderhoef)  Gibbs,  and  their  one 
son,  b'rederick  Augustus,  Jr.,  born  ( )ct.  6,  1876, 
graduated  from  the  Goff,  Rice  & .Smith  English 
and  Classical  School,  Providence,  soon  afterward 
becoming  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Silver  Spring 
Pleaching  and  Dyeing  Company,  and  remaining 
there  until  Jan.  i,  1906,  when  he  became  connected 
with  Edgar  H.  Dexter  & Co.,  brokers,  in  a cleri- 
cal capacity,  and  holds  a responsible  position.  He, 
too,  is  a member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  Xo.  48, 
T.  O.  ().  and  Xarragansett  Encamimient,  Xo. 
I,  and  is  Past  Chief  I’atriarch  in  the  latter.  Like 
his  father,  he  is  a Republican ' in  ])olitical  views, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Asbury  Memorial  Metho- 
dist Church.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
.Sunday-school,  and  is  a very  capalile  young  man, 
in  every  way  a credit  to  his  parents. 

COG( iE.SH AI.L.  The  Coggeshall  family  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
Xew  England  States,  and  the  branch  of  the  family 
which  settled  in  Rhode  Island  was  included  among 
the  most  wealthy  and  ])romincnt  of  the  founders 
of  the  Providence  Plantations.  John  Coggeshall, 
the  progenitor  of  this  family  in  America,  was  born 
in  1599  in  tbe  County  of  Essex.  England.  The 
family  was  of  X'orman  origin,  and  was  possessed 
of  large  estates  in  Essex  and  Suffolk,  including 
the  manor  of  Little  Coggeshall  and  Codham  Hall, 
Wethersheld,  in  the  vicinity  of  Coggeshall-on-the- 
Plack water. ' 

(1)  John  Coggeshall,  a merchant,  emigrated 
to  Xew  England  in  1632,  arriving  at  Poston  on  the 
shi|)  “Lion,”  and  bringing  with  him  his  wife, 
IMary,  and  three  children,  John,  Joshua  and  Ann. 
He  and  his  wife  socn  joined  the  church  at  Rox- 
hury,  formed  that  year.  He  removed  to  P)OSton 
in  1634,  and  in  April  became  a member  of  that 
chnrch,  with  which  his  wife  also  became  con- 


nected, and  he  was  soon  chosen  a deacon.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen  of  Poston,  1634, 
was  also  a deputy  that  year,  and  served  in  the  same 
capacity  seven  times.  He  was  one  of  the  seventy- 
five  supporters  of  Anne  Hutchinson  who  were 
disarmed.  He  was  one  of  sixteen  persons  who,  in 
1638,  went  to  Providence  and  bought  from  the 
Xarragansett  Indians  the  island  of  Aquidneck, 
subsequently  called  Rhode  Island.  They  soon  be- 
came incorporated  in  a body  politic  and  began  the 
settlement  of  Pocasset  (Portsmouth).  Mr.  Cog- 
geshall was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Portsmouth 
who  settled  in  Xewport  in  1639.  i’'*  ^*^40  Ports- 

mouth and  Xewport  were  united  and  Mr.  Cogges- 
hall was  chosen  one  of  the  assistants.  He  had  been 
one  of  the  elders  in  Portsmouth  chosen  in  1639. 
In  1644  several  settlements  were  united,  becom- 
ing Providence  idantations,  but  the  organization 
was  not  effected  until  1647.  Coggeshall  be- 

came president  of  Providence  Plantations  and 
died  in  office,  Xov.  23,  1647.  His  widow  died  Dec. 

19,  1684. 

(H)  Joshua  Coggeshall,  horn  in  1623,  mar- 
ried (first)  Dec.  22,  1652,  Joan  West,  born  in 
1631.  She  died  in  1676,  and  he  married  (second) 
June  21,  1677,  Rebecca  Russell.  IMr.  Coggeshall 
was  of  Xewport  and  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends ; was  deputv 
much  of  the  time  from  1664  to  1672,  and  assistant 
much  of  the  time  from  1669  to  1676.  He  died 
Alay  I,  1688.  His  children,  all  born  to  the  first 
marriage,  were  : Alary,  born  in  1655  ; Joshua,  born 
in  1656;  John,  born  in  1659;  Josiah,  born  in  1662; 
Daniel,  born  in  1665 ; Humility,  born  in  1671  ; 
Caleb,  born  in  1672;  and  Isaac. 

(III)  Joshua  Coggeshall  (2),  son  of  Joshua, 
born  in  Alay,  1656,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  mar- 
ried (first)  Alay  13,  1680,  Sarah.  She  died  Alarch 

20,  1697,  and  he  married  (second)  Ang.  26,  1697, 
Sarah.  Air.  Coggeshall  was  a resident  of  that 
part  of  XTwport  which  became  Aliddletown,  and 
near  Portsmouth.  His  children  were : Joshua, 
born  Alay  13,  1681;  John,  born  Dec.  14,  1682; 
Thomas,  born  Alarcli  29,  1684;  Elizabeth,  born 
Alarch  29,  1686;  Thomas,  born  June  24,  1688; 
Josiah,  born  Dec.  12,  1690;  Richard,  born  Feb. 
II,  1692;  Alary,  born  Alarch  15,  1695;  Caleb,  born 
July  25,  1698;  Sarah,  born  JMarch  22,  1700;  James, 
born  March  17,  1701  ; a daughter,  born  Jan.  15, 
1703;  Penjamin,  born  Jan.  31,  1705;  Ann,  born 
Xov.  18,  1707;  Waite,  born  Jan.  ii,  1709;  Comfort, 
born  April  22,  1711  ; and  Penjamin  (2),  born  Xov. 
I5>  DM- 

(IV)  Thomas  Coggeshall,  born  June  24,  1688, 
in  Xewport,  R.  L,  married  Alarch  ii,  1708,  Alercy, 
l)orn  in  1691,  daughter  of  Gideon  Freehorn,  and 
they  resided  in  Aliddletown,  R.  L,  he  being  oc- 
cupied in  farming.  He  died  Jan.  26,  1771,  and 
she  passed  away  Alay  26,  1776;  both  are  buried 
in  the  Coggeshall  burying-ground  in  Aliddletown. 
Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  30, 
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1710;  Comfort,  born  Sept.  17,  1712;  ]\[crcy,  born 
June  30,  1714;  Sarah,  born  Aug'.  20,  1715;  Wait, 
born  Jan.  4,  1717;  Alary,  born  Alarch  27,  1720; 
Joshua,  born  Alarch  ii,  1722;  Alercy,  born  Feb. 
23,  1724;  Gideon,  born  April  20,  1726;  Thomas, 
born  Aug.  26,  1728;  and  Hannah,  born  Alay  20, 

1731- 

(V)  Joshua  Coggeshall  (3),  born  Alarch  ii, 
1722,  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  Jan. 
12,  1743,  Sarah  Bailey.  She  died  Nov.  4,  1750, 
and  he  married  (second)  Jan.  2,  1752,  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Dennis.  Air.  Coggeshall  was  a 
farmer  of  Aliddletown,  R.  1.  He  died  Sept.  24, 
1786.  His  children  were:  Thomas,  born  Aug. 
30,  1744;  Ruth,  born  June  26,  1747;  Sarah,  born 
Sept.  26,  1752;  Joseph,  born  Aug.  16,  1754;  Eliza- 
beth, born  Oct.  14,  1756;  George,  born  Alarch  17, 
17591  Alary,  born  July  14?’  1761;  Alercy,  born 
Sept.  14,  1762;  and  Anne,  born  June  i,  1764. 

(\T)  Joseph  Coggeshall,  son  of  Joshua  and 
Ann,  born  Aug.  16,  1754,  in  Aliddletown,  R.  1., 
married  Elizabeth  Horswell,  of  Little  Compton, 
and  their  children  were;  Noel,  born  Alarch  31, 
1777;  Ruth,  born  Aug.  27,  1780;  Joseph,  born 
June  5,  1783;  Anne,  born  Jan.  28,  1786;  Joshua, 
born  Dec.  26,  1788;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  18,  1791; 
John  P.,  born  April  13,  1794;  and  Abraham  C., 
born  Alarch  15,  1797. 

(Vll)  Abraham  Chatman  Coggeshall,  son  of 
Joseph,  was  born  in  Aliddletown  Alarch  15,  1797, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  town.  He 
owned  land,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  through- 
out his  active  years,  and  he  built  a home  for  him- 
self and  later  several  houses  for  his  sons.  He  died 
Alarch  9,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  Coggeshall  family 
cemetery  on  the  Noel  Coggeshall  place.  Air. 
Coggeshall  was  a \^'hig  in  politics,  and  liberal  in 
his  religious  views.  He  married  Anna  Sisson, 
who  was  born  Feb.  5,  1799,  daughter  of  Pardon 
and  Alary  (Stockton)  Sisson,  and  died  on  the 
homestead  June  15,  1889,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years ; she  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 
They  had  the  following  children : Noel,  born  June 
4,  1818,  who  is  mentioned  below;  Abraham,  born 
Feb.  27,  1820;  Jane  AL,  born  Jan.  16,  1822,  who 
married  William  Chase  and  died  Dec.  16,  1841, 
leaving  one  son,  Abraham,  born  Dec.  16,  1841  ; 
Alary  C.,  born  Oct.  20,  1823,  who  became  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  William  Chase;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  14, 
1826,  who  died  in  January,  1907;  Alartha,  born 
Aug.  7,  1834,  who  married  Aug.  12,  1855,  Wil- 
liam E.  Coggeshall,  and  died  April  21,  1856;  and 
John  Pardon,  born  July  7,  1836. 

(VTII)  Akraham  Coggeshall  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  Aliddletown,  successfully  engaged  in 
farming,  and  was  well  known  and  respected  in  that 
locality  both  for  his  own  worth  and  as  a representa- 
tive of  a family  of  high  standing.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  Feb.  27,  1820,  son  of  Abraham  C. 
Coggeshall,  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  owned 
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thirty-three  acres  of  valuable  land  in  the  town 
of  Aliddletown  which  he  cultivated  prohtably,  rank- 
ing among  the  intelligent  and  progressive  agricul- 
turists of  his  day.  His  home  was  on  the  West 
Alain  road,  near  the  town  clerk’s  office.  There 
his  death  occurred  June  6,  1900,  when  he  was 
eighty  years  old,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Island  cemetery,  Newport.  Air.  Coggeshall  was 
active  to  the  close  of  his  long  life,  taking  an  inter- 
est in  everything^ that  concerned  the  welfare  of 
his  locality,  and  he  was  well  liked  by  all  his  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  He  was  originally  a W’hig  in 
politics,  later  a Republican,  but  did  not  participate 
in  public  affairs  to  the  extent  of  office  holding.  He 
was  fond  of  his  home  and  family,  and  lived  an 
upright  life  in  every  respect,  being  deservedly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

On  Alarch  29,  1848,  Air.  Coggeshall  married 
Sarah  Gibbs  Oman,  daughter  of  John  Waterman 
and  Alary  (Hunt)  Oman,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Kate,  now  the  widow  of  Joseph  Perry  Bailey. 
Airs.  Coggeshall  passed  away  June  30,  1903,  and 
was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  the  Island  ceme- 
tery. She  was  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church  and  a consistent  Christian  woman  in 
all  the  relations  of  life. 

Joseph  Perry  Bailey,  for  a number  of  years 
before  his  death  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
Aliddletown,  was  born  in  that  town  April  8,  1847. 
He  was  a son  of  James  Easton  and  Harriet  Newell 
(Perry)  Bailey,  of  Aliddletown,  and  nephew  of 
William  Bailey,  in  whose  sketch  the  Bailey  family 
is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Joseph  Perry  Bailey  attended  school  during 
his  early  boyhood  in  Aliddletown,  and  later  was  a 
pupil  at  the  Newport  high  school.  He  was  trained 
to  farm  life  and  followed  agriculture  all  his  days 
in  Aliddletown,  making  a success  of  his  work. 
His  death  occurred  before  he  was  forty  years  old, 
on  Alay  9,  1886,  at  his  home,  and  was  caused  by 
diabetes.  Pie  was  buried  in  the  Island  cemetery, 
Newport.  Air.  Bailey  was  not  active  in  public 
affairs  and  never  sought  or  held  office,  devoting 
all  his  time  to  his  family  and  business.  He  was 
a Republican,  but  took  no  part  in  political  affairs. 
His  character  was  irreproachable,  and  no  man 
in  the  community  was  held  in  higher  esteem. 

Air.  Bailey  was  married  Alarch  i,  1870,  at  the 
Abraham  Coggeshall  homestead  in  Middletown,  to 
Kate  Coggeshall,  only  child  of  Abraham  and  Sarah 
Gibbs  (Oman)  Coggeshall,  and  four  children 
came  to  this  union:  (i)  Alton  Howard,  born  April 
23,  1871,  in  Aliddletown,  is  engaged  in  farming 
there;  he  married  Sarah  B.  Sherman,  daughter  of 
Gardner  T.  Sherman,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren, Everett  Alorton,  Anna  Elizabeth  and  Ruth 
Coggeshall  Bailey.  (2)  Herbert,  born  Aug.  18,  1872, 
in  Aliddletown,  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  resides 
in  South  Dartmouth.  Alass.  He  married  Alartha 
Mosher  Queripel,  of  Dartmouth,  and  they  have 
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one  daughter,  Alildred  Louise  Bailey.  (3)  Wal- 
ter Perry,  born  Dec.  27,  1879,  in  Portsmouth,  is  a 
plumber  by  trade,  and  resides  'in  South  Dart- 
mouth, unmarried.  (4)  Percy  Tripp,  born  INlay 
3-,  1881,  in  Portsmouth,  is  living  at  home  with  his 
tnother,  engaged  extensively  in  the  wire  fence 
business.  He  is  unmarried. 

.Mrs.  Bailey  still  makes  her  home  along  the 
West  IMain  road  in  IMiddletown.  She  is  a woman 
of  kind  impulses  and  neighborly  disposition,  and 
especially  interested  in  church  work,  being  one  of 
the  Sunday-school  teachers  at  the  Christian  Union 
Church  of  Portsmouth,  in  which  she  holds  mem- 
bership. 

Noel  Coggesiiall,  the  eldest  son  of 
Abraham  Chatman  Coggeshall,  was  horn  on  the 
homestead  June  4,  1818,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He 'received  a good  district  school  education, 
and  remained  with  his  father  until  1846,  when  he 
settled  on  a part  of  the  original  Coggeshall  estate, 
which  has  been  in  the  family  since  the  first  settle- 
ment of  IMiddletown,  and  which  is  now  occupied 
by  his  two  sons,  Joseph  R.  and  William  S.  This 
farm  came  to  Noel  Coggeshall  through  the  will  of 
a bachelor  uncle,  for  whom  he  had  been  named. 
Here  he  settled  down  to  a quiet  agricultural  life, 
having  125  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  made  ex- 
tensive improvements,  also  adding  comforts  to  the 
old  homestead  which,  in  part,  still  stands,  the  work 
of  centuries  ago.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years  and  was  active  to  the  last.  At  death  he 
was  laid  along  with  the  rest  of  his  family  in  the 
cemetery  on  the  homestead,  where  a beautiful  head- 
stone, erected  by  his  sons  Joseph  R.  and  William  S., 
marks  the  place. 

Noel  Coggeshall  was  quiet,  unassuming,  and  de- 
voted to  his  home  and  family.  He  was  a man 
of  high  moral  character,  was  exemplary  in  conduct 
and  temperate  in  speech,  and  was  generous  in  his 
support  of  all  worthy  enterprises  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. He  was  a worthy  member  and  liberal 
supporter  of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  was  warden  and  vestryman.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  was  a strong  Democrat,  belonging  to  that 
wing  of  the  old  party  which  believed  in  the  prin- 
ciples upheld  by  that  honored  statesman,  Grover 
Cleveland.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  ac- 
cept office,  and  served  as  town  auditor  and  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council. 

On  March  ii,  1846,  Mr.  Coggeshall  married 
Sarah  Rogers,  who  was  horn  July  29,  1821,  on  the 
Blackpoint  farm,  Portsmouth,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Ann  (Manchester)  Rogers.  This  family  is 
well  known.  Mrs.  Coggeshall  died  on  the  farm, 
Dec.  16,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and 
rests  in  the  old  cemetery  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band. She  was  a devoted  wife  and  mother,  a lovely 
Christian  woman,  and  like  her  husband  a member 
of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church. 

The  children  of  Noel  Coggeshall  and  his  wife 
were  five  in  number,  viz. : John  Rogers,  born 


Nov.  23,  1846,  died  June  2,  1863;  Charlotte  Sisson, 
born  Dec.  29,  1847,  wiie  of  James  Anthonv, 

sherift'  of  Newport  county,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Arthur  Rogers  and  Alfred  C.  Anthonv; 
Frances,  horn  Aug.  8,  1849,  married  Edward 
Almy,  of  Portsmouth;  Joseph  Rogers,  born  Jan. 
12.  1855,  and  William  Sisson,  born  March  29, 
1857,  are  both  mentioned  below. 

(IX)  Joseph  Rogers  Coggeshall,  son  of 
Noel  and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Coggeshall,  was  horn 
on  the  homestead,  Jan.  12,  1855,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools.  He  has  always  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  raising  of  good  horses, 
owning  a number  of  fine  animals.  For  a number  of 
years  he  has  been  in  the  poultry  and  egg  producing 
business,  and  with  his  brother,  William  Sisson 
Coggeshall,  has  large  cattle  and  dairy  interests. 

Mr.  Coggeshall  has  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  New  England  States  through  travel,  and 
is  a popular  and  courteous  gentleman.  In  poli- 
tical affairs  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  unmarried,  and  makes  his  home  with 
Ins  brother  William  S.  Coggeshall. 

(IX)  William  Sisson  Coggeshall,  son  of 
Noel  and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Coggeshall,  was  born 
March  29,  1857,  and  has  always  been  a resident  of 
Middletown.  Since  he  completed  his  education,  in 
the  local  schools,  he  has  devoted  his  life  to  farm- 
ing on  the  homestead,  also  engaging  in  dairying 
and  stock  raising.  He  is  much  interested  in  the 
breeding  of  fine  cattle,  mainly  Jersey  stock,  and 
at  present  has  a herd  of  forty  Jersey  cows  on  the 
farm,  which  he  has  raised.  Dairying  is  his  main 
interest  and  he  has  been  eminently  successful. 

In  1880  Mr.  Coggeshall  was  married  (first) 
to  Henrietta  R.  Brown,  born  June  9,  1859,  who 
died  Aug.  28,  1888.  The  following  children  were 
horn  to  this  union;  Anna  R.,  born  May  18,  1881, 
who  married  Willard  Chase,  and  has  one  son,  Wil- 
liam Coggeshall  Chase ; Edith  F.,  born  Nov.  3, 
1882;  and  Mary  P.,  born  May  28,  1884,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  1.  Chase,  Jr.,  and  has  two  children, 
Edith  Coggeshall  and  Joseph  Rogers  Chase. 

Mr.  Coggeshall  was  married  (second)  March 
20,  1902,  to  Hedwig  Langguth,  of  Newport.  They 
have  no  children.  The  family  belongs  to  St.  Mary’s 
Episcopal  Church  of  Portsmouth. 

(VTII)  Thomas  and  William  E.  Coggeshall, 
brothers,  well  known  and  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Middletown,  Newport  county,  R.  I.,  where  their 
entire  lives  have  been  spent  and  where  for  years 
they  have  engaged  in  farming,  are  worthy  repre- 
sentatives of  this  old  New  England  family,  being 
in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Coggeshall, 
the  progenitor. 

(V)  Thomas  Coggeshall  (2),  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mercy  (Freeborn),  born  Aug.  26,  1728,  mar- 
ried July  4,  1750,  Hannah  Cornell,  daughter  of 
William  and  Hannah  Cornell,  of  Newport.  Mr. 
Coggeshall  died  Jan.  27,  1803.  His  children  of 
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IMicUlletown  record  were:  John,  born  IMay  7,  1751  ; 
josiah,  born  Ang-.  13,  1752;  twins,  born  Jnly  10, 
1/55)  i”  infancy;  and  William,  grand- 

father of  Thomas  and  W'illiam  E.  Coggesball. 

(\’I)  William  Coggesball,  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
was  born  in  Middletown  Jan.  7,  1757,  and,  like  bis 
father,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  spent 
bis  entire  life  in  bis  native  town,  where  be  died, 
being  buried  in  the  old  Coggesball  cemetery  in 
Middletown.  He  married  Miss  Horswell,  who  bore 
him  children  as  follows : JMary,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ; Ruth,  who  married  Abraham  Brown,  of 
Middletown;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Hicks  Cor- 
nell ; Thomas ; and  Deborah,  who  married  Abra- 
ham Peckham,  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

(VTI)  Thomas  Coggesball,  the  only  son  of 
William,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools  df  his  native  town. 
Like  his  father  he  followed  farm  labor,  operating 
the  homestead,  where  his  sons  now  reside,  and 
where  he  made  improvements.  His  entire  life 
was  spent  on  that  place,  his  death  occurring  July 
12,  1870,  at  the  age' of  seventy-three  years,  seven 
months,  twenty-one  days,  and  he  was  buried  on 
the  old  Coggesball  homestead.  C)n  political  ciues- 
tions  he  was  originally  a W'hig  and  later  a Repub- 
lican, but  took  no  active  interest  in  such  matters. 
He  attended  the  P’resbyterian  Church.  i\Ir. 
Coggesball  married,  in  Middletown,  Susan  Cornell, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Cornell,  and  she  lived  to  the 
ripe  old  age  of  ninety-eight  years,  three  months, 
dying  on  the  old  homestead  Aug.  22,  1896;  she  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Middletown  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Coggesball  was  a member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Newport.  The  children  of  Thomas  and 
Susan  (Cornell)  Coggesball  were:  Lydia,  born 
Dec.  26,  1820,  married  Carmin  Harrington,  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.;  Thomas,  born  Dec.  21,  1823, 
is  mentioned  farther  on;  John  H.,  born  Ai)ril  25, 
1827,  died  in  West  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  17,  1854, 
and  was  buried  on  the  old  homestead ; Ruth  Ann, 
born  Jan.  8,  1830,  married  James  Sweet,  of  Ports- 
mouth; and  William  E.  was  born  Dec.  17,  1833. 

(Vni)  Thomas  Coggesiiall,  the  eldest  son 
of  Thomas,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
IMiddletown,  and,  like  all  of  the  family,  has  made 
farming  his  life  occupation.  He  now  lives  retired 
from  active  labor,  and  during  the  summer  month.s 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  brother, 
William  E.,  his  winters  being  spent  with  Mrs.  J. 
Alton  Barker,  his  niece.  He  always  took  a deep 
interest  in  public  matters,  having  the  welfare  of 
the  town  and  county  at  heart.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1865,  from 
Middletown,  and  served  in  that  body  for  six  years; 
in  1883  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  in 
which  he  served  two  terms,  during  which  he  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Agriculture.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  supported  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  independent  in  his  actions, 
the  Golden  Rule  being  his  religion,  and  he  is  noted 


for  his  honesty  and  integrity.  Mr.  Coggesball  is 
well  read  and  well  informed,  is  genial  in  his  man- 
ners, and  is  a true  Christian  gentleman  in  every 
relation  of  life.  He  is  unmarried. 

(Vni)  William  E.  Coggesiiall,  brother  of 
Thomas,  also  attended  the  schools  of  Middle- 
town,  and  while  still  in  his  ’teens  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade  with  the  late  Joseph  Coggesball, 
of  Portsmouth.  He  worked  at  this  trade  for  twelve 
years  in  Portsmouth,  Middletown  and  other  places, 
after  which  he  settled  down  to  farming  in  Middle- 
town,  on  the  old  homestead,  operating  it  jointly 
with  his  brother  Thomas  until  the  latter  retirecl. 
W’illiam  E.  has  since  had  complete  control,  and 
now  cultivates  fifty-six  acres. 

W’hen  the  call  for  volunteers  for  the  Civil  war 
came  in  1862  Wdlliam  E.  Coggesball  enlisted  in  the 
three  months’  service,  at  Providence,  joining 
Company  L,  9th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  with  which  he  served  three  months. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Veterans’  Association  of 
the  9th  Rhode  Island  Regiment.  Like  his  brother 
he  is  a Republican  in  his  views  but  independent  in 
action,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
councilmen  of  Middletown  for  seven  years,  and  as 
trustee  for  the  Oliphant  school  district.  He  takes 
great  pride  in  the  town,  in  his  home  and  in  his 
farm.  He  is  liberal  in  his  church  views,  domestic 
in  his  tastes  and  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  is 
greatly  devoted  to  his  home,  wife  and  family. 

Mr.  Coggesball  was  married  (first)  Aug.  12, 
1855,  to  Martha  Coggesball,  daughter  of  Abraham 
■ C.  Coggesball,  and  to  this  union  one  child  was  born, 
Ella  Maria,' who  married  George  Anthony  and  had 
three  children,  Gould,  Wdlliam  Coggesball  and 
George  Anthony.  Mrs.  Martha  Coggesball  died  on 
the  farm,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery. 
On  May  8,  1866,  Mr.  Coggesball  married  (second) 
Susan  Huddy,  who  was  born  in  Newport,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Susan  (Gladding)  Huddy,  and  to 
this  union  three  children  have  been  born : Mabel, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  White,  of  Newport; 
Minnie,  who  married  Jacob  Alton  Barker,  of  New- 
port ; and  William  Thomas,  at  home,  who  married 
Mary  Springer,  and  has  two  children,  Susan  and 
Thomas  Coggesball. 

JOSEPH  D.  WATERMAN,  of  the  town  of 
Johnston,  where  he  has  been  a well  known  farmer 
for  many  years,  is  a descendant  of  some  of  the  old- 
est families  of  Rhode  Island.  His  father,  John 
Smith  Waterman,  was  a son  of  John  Waterman 
(2),  whose  father,  William  Waterman,  was  a son 
of  John  Waterman  (i) — all  of  the  Johnston  branch 
of  this  family. 

John  Waterman  (2),  the  grandfather,  was 
born  Sept.  9,  1784,  and  passed  his  entire  career  as 
a farmer  in  Johnston — the  town  of  his  birth.  He 
married  Marcy  Randall,  daughter  of  Peter  Ran- 
dall, and  to  them  came  the  following  named  chil- 
dren : Mary  A.,  born  May  24,  1806,  died  Aug. 
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23,  i860.  Abby,  born  June  l,  1809,  died  iNIarch 
13,  1810.  John  Smith  is  mentioned  below.  Abby 
Smith,  born  Nov.  2,  1816,  married  Waterman  B. 
Angell.  Calvin  Taft,  born  Nov.  2,  1816,  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere.  Edward  Henry,  born  Sept.  28, 
1820,  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  Jan.  2,  1859,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  July  18,  1867. 

John  Smith  Waterman  was  born  Jan.  30,  1812, 
in  Johnston,  and  there  spent  all  of  his  busy  life. 
He  was  a farmer  and  a successful  one.  The  sim- 
plicity of  his  career,  his  honesty  and  extraordinary 
industry  were  the  chief  characteristics  of  this 
worthy  citizen.  He  married  Emily  Latham,  and 
their  only  child  is  the  subject  of  this  article. 

Joseph  D.  Waterman,  only  child  of  his  parents, 
was  born  April  26,  1836,  at  the  homestead  in  John- 
ston. He  attended  the  public  schools  and  later  the 
well  known  institution  of  learning  conducted  by 
Jenckes  Mowry.  Throughout  his  active  life  he  has 
been  devoted  to  farming,  and  he  has  resided  in 
several  localities  in  the  town  of  Johnston.  Eor 
some  twenty-seven  years,  while  conducting  a farm, 
he  and  his  family  lived  on  Alanton  avenue,  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  city  of  Providence,  and 
Air.  Waterman  then  purchased  his  present  home, 
formerly  owned  by  George  Calef,  one  of  the  most 
imposing  residences  in  the  suburbs,  situated  on 
Greenville  avenue,  in  tbe  town  of  Johnston. 

In  1855  Air.  W'aterman  married  Ruth  B.  Steere, 
who  was  born  Sept.  20,  1836,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  (Sprague)  Steere,  and  a de- 
scendant of  the  emigrant  settler,  John  Steere,  in 
the  seventh  generation.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Waterman ; Emily  Jose- 
phine, who  died  in  youth ; and  Amey  Elizabeth 
and  John  Latham,  who  reside  with  their  parents. 

Air.  Waterman,  following  in  his  father’s  foot- 
steps, has  always  been  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  though  he  is  independent  in  voting, 
particularly  for  local  candidates.  His  son  has  also 
espoused  the  principles  of  that  party.  Neither 
father  nor  son  has  ever  aspired  to  public  position, 
but  they  are  nevertheless  most  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  highest  standing  and  most  respected 
type  in  a community  which  maintains  high 
standards. 

CHARLES  LOUIS  BLANDING,  one  of 
Providence’s  successful,  self-made  business  men, 
comes  of  a family  which  is  closely  related  to  some 
of  the  most  important  and  prominent  men  of  the 
country.  Pie  was  born  Sept.  12,  1850,  in  Augusta, 
Alaine,  in  the  residence  next  to  that  of  the  late  Hon. 
James  G.  Blaine. 

Air.  Blanding  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Blanding, 
born  in  1821,  in  New  Sharon,  Alaine,  who  had 
brothers  William,  Christopher,  Obadiah  and  Sel- 
den,  and  a sister.  Alary.  Samuel  Blanding  was  a 
wholesale  grocer,  ship-builder  and  importer  of 
A\'est  Indian  goods.  He  located  at  Augusta, 


Alaine,  and  established  himself  in  business,  being- 
very  successful  in  his  line,  and  if  he  had  lived 
longer  would  have  no  doubt  accumulated  a hand- 
some competency.  He  married  Hannah  P'air- 
banks  Thomas,  who  died  in  Alay,  1907,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  daughter  of  Cephas  and  El- 
mira Thomas,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Olive  Aletcalf,  and  the  latter,  in 
turn,  being  a Fairbanks,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-six  or  ninety-eight  years  of  age,  and  was  a 
close  relative  to  the  line  of  which  Vice-President 
Fairbanks  is  a descendant.  Air.  and  Airs.  Samuel 
Blanding  had  five  children;  Florence  P'essenden, 
who  married  Hiram  H.  Rich,  resides  at  Boston ; 
Caroline  Susan,  widow  of  George  E.  Weeks,  re- 
sides at  Boston;  Charles  Louis;  Edward  Fuller  re- 
sides at  Boston,  Alass. ; and  Samuel,  Jr.,  died  in  in- 
fancy. This  family  is  also  connected  with  the  Au- 
g:usta  (Alaine)  P'ullers,  of  which  family  Chief  Jus- 
tice I'uller  is  a member. 

Charles  Louis  Blanding  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Augusta,  Alaine,  taking  only  two  terms- 
at  high  school.  Being  the  eldest  son  he  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  school  young  to  go  to  work.  When; 
thirteen  years  of  age  he  became  a clerk  in  a mill 
and  clothing  establishment,  and  at  once  began  to 
study  civil  engineering.  When  about  fifteen  years 
of  age  he  went  as  a surveyor  into  Wisconsin,  go- 
ing first  to  Aladison,  and  then  farther  North  to 
Eau  Claire  and  Chippewa.  He  surveyed  through 
this  country  for  four  winters,  helping  in  the  survey 
work  of  the  Central  railroad  of  Iowa,  the  Yankton 
& Dakota  and  the  Southern  Alinnesota.  During 
the  summer  seasons  Air.  Blanding  made  trips 
through  the  Western  country,  and  in  1870  and 
1871  went  as  far  west  as  Puget  Sound.  There  be- 
ing no  railways  this  trip  was  made  on  horseback,, 
both  going  and  coming,  and  took  five  months  to 
accomplish.  After  coming  from  Puget  Sound  Air. 
Blanding  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  a 
brokerage  business,  dealing  in  wool  and  cereals,, 
and  also  had  an  office  in  St.  Louis.  On  account 
of  ill-health  Air.  Blanding  was  compelled  to  give 
up  his  business  interests,  and  he  located  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  his  family  lived.  After  two  years 
spent  in  recuperation,  he  started  in  the  manufac- 
turing business  in  Alerrimac,  Alass.,  having  an 
interest  in  both  the  mill  and  the  product  there,  and 
in  1882  came  to  Saylesville,  where,  with  the  late 
W.  F.  Sayles,  he  went  into  the  manufacturing 
business.  There  he  remained  until  1888,  when  the 
mill  burned,  and  Mr.  Blanding  located  in  Provi- 
dence, and  leased  the  Elm  street  woolen  mill,  and 
continued  the  business,  importing  and  garneting 
botany  waste.  At  this  time  he  had  a mill  in  South 
Braintree,  Alass.,  and  he  then  purchased  property 
which  he  now  owns,  in  Providence,  and  which  he 
occupies,  the  corner  at  Alanton  avenue  and  Allepo  • 
street,  Olneyville.  This  he  purchased  in  the  year  ■ 
1890,  and  here  he  has  continued  to  operate  very 
successfully  ever  since.  In  1904  the  business  was . 
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incorporated  under  the  name  of  The  C.  L.  Blanding 
Manufacturing'  Company,  Mr.  Blanding  being 
president  since  the  incorporation. 

Mr.  Blanding  is  a self-made  man  and  a suc- 
cessful one.  Starting  in  life  a poor  boy,  he  has 
worked  his  way  to  the  top  through  his  tireless  en- 
ergy and  his  business  ability.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions he  is  a Conservative  Republican  in  National 
affairs,  but  in  local  matters  is  independent,  giving, 
however,  the  Republicans  a preference  where  condi- 
tions are  the  same.  He  is  very  popular  fraternally, 
and  is  a Mason  of  high  rank,  belonging  to  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.;  Providence 
Chapter;  Providence  Counoil;  St.  Johp’s  Com- 
mandery.  No.  i,  Knights  Templar;  Rhode  Island 
Consistory ; to  all  the  Scittish  Rite  bodies,  reach- 
ing the  thirty-second  degree ; and  Palestine  Tem- 
ple, Mystic  Shrine. 

On  Oct.  II,  1874,  IMr.  Blanding  and  Miss  Gert- 
rude Elizabeth  Morrill,  of  Gardiner,  Maine,  were 
united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Blanding  comes  of  the 
same  family  as  does  Senator  Morrill,  of  Maine. 

DURFEE.  One  of  the  old  and  prominent 
Rhode  Island  families  is  that  of  Durfee,  represen- 
tatives of  which  have  gained  eminence  in  business, 
])olitical  and  professional  lines.  This  sketch  is  to 
deal  with  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Wil- 
liam Henry  Durfee,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  where 
he  spent  a long  and  honorable  business  life.  Here- 
Avith  is  given  a short  genealogical  record  of  this 
branch  of  the  Durfee  family : 

(T)  Thomas  Durfee. 

(II)  Thomas  Durfee  (2),  son  of  Thomas. 

(III)  Thomas  Durfee  (3),  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
was  born  June  6,  1706,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and 
died  in  April,  1784,  in  Middletown,  R.  I.  He  mar- 
ried June  15,  1729,  Sarah,  born  in  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  daughter  of  Job  and  Eleanor  Briggs.  She 
died  IMay  2,  1737,  in  Portsmouth.  Their  children 
were:  Sarah,  born  March  30,  1730;  Elizabeth, 
May  II,  1732;  Joseph,  June  29,  1734.  After  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Durfee  Air.  Durfee  married  (sec- 
ond) Alarch  16,  1740,  Alary,  born  Alarch  9,  1711, 
in  Portsmouth,  daughter  of  Abigail  and  Evelyn 
(Wait)  Tripp.  Airs.  Alary  Durfee.  died  Alay  28, 
1789,  in  Aliddletown,  R.  1.  The  children  of  the 
second  marriage  were  born  as  follows : James, 
Jan.  II,  1742;  Benjamin,  Jan.  6,  1744  (died  unmar- 
ried Alarch  27,  1817);  Oliver,  Alarch  19,  1748; 
Oliver  (2},  Feb.  27,  1754 — all  save  the  last  named 
born  in  Bristol  and  he  in  Portsmouth. 

(IV)  James  Durfee,  son  of  Thomas  (3),  born 
Jan.  II,  1742,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  married  Ruth  Slo- 
cum. and  they  resided  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.  Air. 
Durfee  died  Alarch  27,  1817,  in  Portsmouth.  His 
children  were:  Alary,  born  Sept.  21,  1763:  Re- 
becca, Feb.  16,  1765;  Benjamin,  Sept.  20,  1766; 
Elizabeth,  April  21.  1769;  James.  Aug.  ii,  1777. 
Alary  and  Rebecca  died  unmarried  and  were  buried 


in  the  cemetery  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  Alary  dying  in 
1827  and  Rebecca  in  1834. 

(A^)  Benjamin  Durfee,  son  of  James,  was  born 
Sept.  20,  17O6,  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.,  and  married 
there  Aug.  15,  1790,  Elizabeth,  born  Alarch  i, 
1773,  in  Aliddletown,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Beebe.  Air.  Durfee  died  Oct.  16,  1826,  and  Airs. 
Durfee  passed  away  Alay  22,  1849,  i”  New  Bed- 
ford, Aiass.  Their  children  were : Ruth,  born 
Dec.  3,  1791  ; Rebecca,  Sept.  19,  1793;  Lydia  Stan- 
ton, Sept.  19,  1795;  Alary,  Sept.  2,  1797;  Hannah 
Beebe,  Sept.  3,  1799;  Raymond  P.,  Dec.  3,  1801; 
Catherine,  Sept.  30,  1804;  Betsey,  Alay  i,  1806; 
Albert  G.,  Alarch  i,  1808;  William  H.,  Alay  4, 
1810;  Robert  A.,  July  i,  1812;  Betsey  (2),  Dec.  7, 
1813;  Benjamin,  Dec.  5,  1815;  Sarah,  Oct.  21, 
i8ik 

(VI)  V’illiam  H.  Durfee,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Aliddletown,  R.  L,  Alay  4, 
1810,  and  died  in  Newport  July  10,  1881,  after  a 
long  and  active  business  career.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  trade  of  cigar-maker,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  a time,  but  later  learned  paper-hanging, 
an  occupation  in  which  he  engaged  until  his  death. 
He  was  a very  industrious  man,  very  conscientious 
in  all  matters.  He  was  a thoroughly  religious  man, 
and  a strong  advocate  of  temperance,  his  views  on 
the  subject  being  so  strong  that  he  refused  to  do 
any  work  for  those  whose  money  had  been  acquired 
in  the  selling  of  intoxicants.  He  was  a quiet,  un- 
ostentatious man  and  a devoted  member  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  in  which  he  took  a.n  active  part, 
Iieing  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
was  a Republican. 

Air.  Durfee  was  married  Alay  2,  1833,  to  Alary 
Barker,  daughter  of  John  L.  Barker,  of  Newjiort, 
in  which  city  she  passed  away  Alarch  13,  1853. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Susan  Elizabeth,  born  in  1834,  died  in  1837; 
Barker  is  mentioned  further  on ; William  Henry, 
Jr.,  is  mentioned  further  on;  Benjamin  B.,  born 
Aug.  II,  1845,  enlisted  in  Company  L,  9th  R.  1. 
A'ol.  Inf.,  May  26,  1862,  for  three  months’  service, 
was  mustered  out  Sept.  2,  1862,  and  died  at  New- 
port Jan.  I,  1865,  unmarried. 

Air.  William  Henry  Durfee’s  second  marriage, 
on  Feb.  i,  1858,  was  to  Airs.  Elizabeth  D.  Waite, 
a widow,  daughter  of  W’illiam  and  Amey  Gyles. 
She  died  Alarch  7,  1903. 

(VH)  John  Barker  Durfee,  son  of  William 
H.  and  Alary  (Barker)  Durfee,  was  born  in  New- 
port Sept.  21,  1838.  .After  acquiring  a common 
school  education  he  became  apprenticed  to  the 
cabinet-making  trade  under  Augustus  G.  Greene, 
and  upon  serving  his  time  went  to  work  for  Simeon. 
Hazard,  remaining  an  employee  of  the  Hazard  shop 
for  about  fifteen  years.  Air.  Durfee  then  entered 
the  employ  of  George  E.  Wrnon,  with  whom  he 
remained  several  years,  when  he  took  up  the  occu- 
pation of  paper-hanging,  and  in  this  business  he 
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continued  until  his  death,  meeting  with  marked 
and  well  deserved  success.  Mr.  Durfee  had  charge 
of  the  estate  of  John  Carter  Brown,  of  which  he 
took  care  for  over  twenty  years. 

Upon  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  in  i86i  for 
volunteers  to  defend  the  Union,  i\lr.  Durfee  gave 
his  services  to  his  country,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  L,  9th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  under  Col.  John 
Hare  Powel.  He  served  for  three  months,  receiv- 
ing his  honorable  discharge.  i\Ir.  Durfee  was  hon- 
est and  upright  in  all  of  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-citizens, by  whom  he  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem.  For  a number  of  years  he  served  as  a 
director  of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  Newport, 
being  a member  of  the  board  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Jan.  8,  1904.  Mr.  Durfee  held  membership 
in  Charles  E.  Lawton  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  K.,  of 
Newport.  In  political  faith  he  was  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  never  sought,  nor  would  he  accept,  public  office. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Business  Men’s 
Association  for  many  years.  Mr.  Durfee  attended 
the  Channing  iMemorial  Church,  and  for  over 
thirty  years  served  as  secretary  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

On  July  2,  1867,  Mr.  Durfee  was  married  to 
Mary  Catherine  Clarke,  daughter  of  James  Clarke, 
and  a direct  descendant  of  John  Clarke,  of  Suf- 
folk, England,  who  was  buried  there  i\Iarch  3, 
1559,  and  whose  great-grandsons,  Joseph,  John  and 
Thomas,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land, being  among  the  first  settlers  of  Newport. 
Mrs.  Durfee  passed  away  iNIarch  22,  1903, 

in  Newport,  the  mother  of  two  children:  Elizabeth 
Barker,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  Newport; 
and  James  Clarke. 

(Vni)  James  Clarke  Durfee,  son  of  John 
Barker,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1869,  in  Newport,  and 
received  his  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  in  the  Rogers  high 
school.  After  leaving  school  he  took  up  the  occu- 
pation of  paper-hanger,  under  the  instruction  of 
his  father,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  until  the 
latter’s  death.  He  continued  the  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  is  now  engaged  in  that  line. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  i\Ir.  Durfee  is  a stanch 
Republican.  He  is  a member  of  Channing  Memor- 
ial Church,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  served 
as  secretary  and  assistant  librarian  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

On  Dec.  29,  1896,  i\Ir.  Durfee  was  united  in 
marriage  with  i\Iiss  Annie  E.  Briggs,  born  in  Little 
Compton,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Alfred  C.  Briggs,  of 
Little  Compton,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born : 
Harold  Briggs,  born  Aug.  19,  1898;  and  Ida 

Clarke,  born  June  10,  1900.  Mr.  James  Clarke 
Durfee  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  Newport,  and  has  a wide  circle 
of  friends. 

(\'ll)  WiLi.iAM  Hexrv  Durfee.  son  of  M’il- 
liam  Henry  and  i\lary  (Barker)  Durfee,  was  born 


June  6,  1841,  in  Newport,  and  acquired  his  early 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  became  a clerk  in  the  em- 
ploy of  William  G.  Beckham,  a dealer  in  coal  and 
wood,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  one  year, 
the  following  winter  being  spent  in  Georgetown, 
N.  C.,  where  he  was  employed  about  six  months 
as  a clerk  in  a general  store  conducted  by  George 
C.  and  William  J.  Munroe.  Returning  to  Newport 
he  became  apprenticed  to  the  painter's  trade  with 
the  firm  of  Hudson  & Austin,  in  whose  employ  he 
continued  for  three  years. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion i\lr.  Durfee  enlisted,  in  April,  1861, 
in  Company  E,  1st  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  as 
a private  served  for  three  months.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  returned 
to  his  home,  but  very  soon  thereafter  re-enlisted, 
in  Company  C,  5th  R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.  He  entered  the 
service  as  a private,  and  on  Eeb.  19,  1863,  received 
the  commission  of  second  lieutenant.  On  May  5, 
1864,  Lieutenant  Durfee  was  captured  at  Croatan, 
N.  C.,  and  was  held  a prisoner  until  March  i,  1865, 
when  he  was  paroled.  He  was  then  taken  to  Annapo- 
lis, where  he  was  soon  given  a month’s  Jurlough, 
after  which  he  resigned,  receiving  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. During  the  time  that  he  was  a prisoner 
of  the  Confederate  army  he  was  confined  in  every 
prison  in  the  South  with  the  exception  of  Libby. 

Upon  returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Durfee 
again  took  up  the  painting  business  and  for  ten 
years  thereafter  was  successfully  engaged  at  that 
occupation  on  his  own  account,  giving  employment 
to  a large  force  of  men.  Since  that  time  he  has 
given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  paper- 
hanging business,  in  which  he  has  also  prospered. 

Mr.  Durfee  is  an  active  member  of  Gen.  G.  K. 
Warren  Post,  No.  21,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Newport,  of 
which  he  is  commander,  now  serving  his  third 
term  in  that  capacity.  Eraternally  he  is  connected 
with  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; DeBlois  Coun- 
cil, NT.  5,  R.  & S.  M.,  and  Washington  Command- 
ery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  Newport.  In  political  faith 
he  has  ever  been  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  and 
Mrs.  Durfee  are  connected  with  the  United  Con- 
gregational Church,  to  which  they  give  their  liberal 
support.  She  is  a member  of  the  Ladies’  Benevo- 
lent Society  of  the  Church,  and  is  well  known  for 
her  many  charities. 

On  April  i,  1865,  Mr.  Durfee  was  married  to 
Mary  B.  Wyman,  daughter  of  William  Wyman,  of 
Newport,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  two 
children,  Benjamin  and  William  (twins),  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  weeks.  iMrs.  Durfee  passed  away 
i\lay  31,  1896,  in  Newport,  and  Mr.  Durfee  mar- 
ried (second)  Aug.  2.  1898,  Mrs.  Alary  Louise 
(Sheffer)  Lockrow,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Thorn)  Sheffer,  and  widow  of  Richard 
Clarke  Eockrow,  of  Wolcott,  N.  Y.  No  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union.  By  her  first  mar- 
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riage  Mrs.  Durfee  had  three  children:  Harvey  J., 
manager  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany at  Newport;*  Charles  E.,  who  is  shipping 
clerk  at  the  Oswego  Paper  and  Pulp  Mills  at  Ful- 
ton, N.  Y. ; and  Albert  J.,  train  dispatcher  on  the 
New  York  Central  & Hudson  River  Railroad,  lo- 
cated at  Albany,  New  York.  ( 

Mr.  Durfee  is  an  affable,  courteous  gentleman, 
and  enjoys  the  acquaintance  and  esteem  of  a large 
circle  of  friends.  He  has  always  been  foremost 
in  any  movement  having  for  its  object  the  better- 
ment of  Newport. 

ALFRED  K.  POTTER,  one  of  the  well  known 
and  most  successful  of  the  younger  business  men 
and  manufacturers  of  Providence,  is  a representa- 
tive in  the  tenth  generation  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  New  England,  and  one  which  from  the 
earliest  history  of  Rhode  Island  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  aff'airs  of  the  State.  The  line  of  descent 
is  shown  below. 

(I)  Robert  Potter  arrived  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  in 
1630,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  Sept.  3,  1631. 
Removing  soon  after  to  Rhode  Island,  he  was  for 
a time  a resident  of  the  Colony  at  Portsmouth,  but 
was  recorded  as  an  inhabitant  of  Newport  in  July, 
1638.  Three  years  later  he  united  with  Gorton 
in  the  settlement  of  Shawomet,  now  Warwick,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  twelve  purchasers  of  the 
site  of  the  town  from  the  Indian  Miantonomi,  and 
it  appears  that  he  had  his  share  set  off  on  War- 
wick Neck  and  other  places.  He  represented  War- 
wick in  the  Rhode  Island  General  Council  in  1648- 
51-52-55.  The  name  of  Robert  Potter’s  first  wife  is 
not  known.  She  died  in  1643,  mother  of  five 
children,  Anthony,  Ichabod,  Elizabeth,  Deliverance 
and  John.  His  second  wife,  Sarah,  was  living  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1661. 

(II)  John  Potter,  born  in  1639,  married  (first) 
June  2,  1664,  Ruth  Fisher,  daughter  of  Edward, 
and  (second)  Jan.  7,  1684-85,  Sarah  Collins.  His 
children  were : Robert,  Fisher,  John,  William, 
Samuel,  Isabella,  Ruth,  Edward  and  Content.  Mr. 
Potter  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land General  Court.  He  took  his  family  to  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island  and  stayed  there  during  the 
Indian  war.  Soon  after  it  was  ended  he  returned 
to  Warwick,  and  there  died  in  1694. 

(III)  John  Potter  (2),  son  of  John,  born  Nov. 
21,  1669,  was  killed  Feh.  5,  1711,  by  the  falling  of 
a tree.  He  married  Jane  Burlingame,  daughter  of 
Roger  and  Mary  Burlingame.  Their  children  were 
John,  Fisher,  Mary,  William,  Amy  and  Alice. 
After  the  death  of  John  Potter,  his  widow  became 
the  wife  of  his  brother  Edward. 

(lY)  Fisher  Potter,  .son  of  John  (2),  born  in 
Cranston,  R.  I..  Sept.  29,  1706.  died  April  28,  1789. 
He  married  Nov.  to,  1728,  IMary  Winsor,  who  was 
born  in  1707,  and  died  in  1789.  She  was  a great- 
granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams,  through  his 
daughter  Mercy,  who  married  for  her  second  hus- 


band Samuel  Winsor.  Their  son,  Samuel  Winsor, 
Jr.,  married  IMercy  Harding,  and  became  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Potter.  The  children  of  Fisher  and 
Alary  Potter  were  as  follows : Philip,  born  Aug. 
27,  1729;  Samuel,  Jan.  10,  1731;  Alary,  Dec.  23, 
1733;  Fisher,  June  10,  1735;  Jeremiah,  Alarch  3, 
1737;  Phebe,  Alay  20,  1742;  Christopher,  Aug. 
22,  1744;  John,  Nov.  II,  1747;  Winsor,  Jan.  15, 
1749. 

(\  ) Christopher  Potter,  born  Aug.  22,  1744.  in 
Scituate,  R.  L,  died  July  23,  1822.  He  married. 
Sept.  12,  1765,  Elizabeth  Darnley,  who  was  born  in 
1742  and  died  in  1794.  Their  children  all  born  in 
Scituate  were:  M’illiam,  April  5,  1766;  Emor, 
July  13,  1767;  Phebe,  Feb.  i,  1769;  Pardon; 
Charles;  Harden;  Edward;  Isaac  D.,  April  8,  1786; 
James;  Lillis. 

(VI)  Pardon  Potter,  born  in  Cranston,  R. 

I.,  married  (first)  Penelope  Sheldon,  and  their 
children  were:  Cynthia,  born  Oct.  4,  1786,  who 
married  Charles  Wight;  Sarah,  Aug.  6,  1788,  who 
married  a Air.  Holden;  Lydia,  July  7,  1790,  who 
married  Henry  Baker;  Edward,  Alay  19,  1792; 
Olive  Sheldon,  Jan.  18,  1795,  who  married  John 
Tiffany;  Stephen  Sheldon.  Dec.  20,  1797,  who  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Congdon.  The  second  wife  of  I’ar- 
don  Potter  was  Dinah  Knight,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Charles,  born  July  13,  1799,  who  mar- 

ried Betsey  Alott;  Israel  K.,  born  July  28,  1801, 
who  married  Hannah  Young;  James,  born  Dec.  25, 
1804.  Pardon  Potter,  the  father,  died  in  1829. 

(VII)  Edward  Potter,  son  of  Pardon,  was  a 
gifted  man  of  mechanical  ideas.  He  designed  the 
center  lid  scheme  for  holding  the  lids  on  cooking 
stoves,  but  he  never  got  it  patented,  his  idea  being 
taken  up  by  others  who  made  a fortune  out  of  it. 
The  plan  he  devised  is  the  one  still  in  use.  With 
the  exception  of  a few  years  spent  in  Arkwright, 

R.  I.,  he  was  a resident  of  Providence  and  died 

there  Jan.  18,  1856.  He  married  Welthan  Alat- 
teson,  who  was  born  in  1808,  and  who  died  before 
he  did.  Their  children  numbered  six  : ( i ) Darius 

AI. ,  born  in  1826,  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Alfred  S. 

was  born  Feb.  7,  1828.  (3)  Abby  AA,  born  in  1830, 

died  in  1872.  She  married  George  F.  Alartin,  of 
Providence,  who  survives  her.  He  was  for  many 
years  a member  of  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  firm 
of  Alartin  & Potter,  his  partner  being  George  Pot- 
ter. (4)  Narcissa  S.,  born  Dec.  4,  1832,  was  mar- 
ried, July  II,  1855,  to  Franklin  Aletcalf,  and  re- 
sided at  Carolina,  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  R.  I. 
(5)  Cynthia,  born  in  1838,  died  in  infancy.  (6) 
Julia  A.,  born  in  1840,  died  in  i860. 

(\TII)  Alfred  S.  Potter  was  born  in  Arkwright, 
R.  I.,  and  was  quite  young  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  IVovidence.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  and  attended  the 
school  on  Fruit  Hill,  kept  hy  Stanton  Beklon. 
Later  he  was  sent  to  a boarding  school  at  Seekonk, 
Alass.  Soon  after  leaving  school  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  jeweler  under  Samuel  Woodbury,  at 
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Providence,  and  remained  with  that  gentleman  for 
a number  of  years  after  completing  his  apprentice- 
ship. Subsequently  in  company  with  Albert  Baker 
and  Joseph  I'danning,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  in  Providence,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Baker,  Fanning  & Potter,  but  this  partnership  had 
continued  but  a short  time  when  Mr.  Baker  died. 
The  firm  then  became  Fanning  & Potter  and  so 
continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Potter,  which 
occurred  on  Dec.  11,  1888.  Mr.  i’otter  was  a Re- 
l)ublican  in  political  faith,  and  served  as  a member 
of  the  common  council  from  the  Si.xth  ward  from 
1880  to  1887.  Fraternally  he  was  a member  of 
Hope  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; What  Cheer  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Calvary  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar.  He  attended  the  Union  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  a man  of  much  ability,  high  in- 
tegrity and  highly  esteemed. 

Alfred  S.  Potter  married.  May  13,  1851,  Mary 
E.  Anthony,  born  July  12,  1830,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah W.  and  Thankful  B.  (Kelley)  Anthony. 
Mrs.  Potter  survives  him,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. Their  children  were:  Ed\vard  A.,  born 
Jan.  7,  1852;  Helen,  Sept.  5,  1853  (who  died  April 
25,  1856)  ; George  A.,  March  27,  1856  (who  died 
July  22,  1869)  ; Clara  Y.,  March  16,  1859  (who 
died  Dec.  3,  1872)  ; Abby  IM.,  Nov.  28,  1864  (who 
died  Jan.  13.  1888)  ; .Sarah  E.,  Dec.  9,  1868  (who 
resides  in  Providence). 

(IX)  Edward  Anthony  Potter  was  born  in 
Providence  Jan.  7,  1852,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  there  and  at  Lapham  In- 
stitute in  Scituate.  Immediately  after  leaving 
school,  Mr.  I’otter  entered  the  employ  of  his  father, 
being  ])ut  to  work  first  in  the  factory,  later  in  the 
office  and  still  later  as  a traveling  salesman,  prov- 
ing himself  a very  capable  man  in  every  capacity. 
1 le  was  thus  engaged  for  a numlier  of  years.  He 
subsequently  purchased  the  jewelry  manufacturing 
establishment  of  J.  H.  Hodges  & Co.,  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  was  quite  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness there  until  1893  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  A. 
Potter  & Co.,  when  he  moved  to  Providence,  lo- 
cated on  Peck  street  and  was  there  engaged  until 
his  death,  the  firm  name  being  the  same. 

Mr.  Potter  died  very  suddenly.  Sept.  19,  1901, 
and  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery.  He  was 
a Republican  in  political  faith,  but  he  took  no  in- 
terest in  politics  beyond  voting.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a member  of  the  Hope  and  Squantum 
Clubs,  and  at  one  time  was  a member  of  the  Union 
Club.  He  was  an  attendant  and  liberal  contributor 
to  the  support  of  the  Central  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a member,  having 
transferred  her  membership  from  the  Union  Con- 
gregational Church  with  which  .she  united  in  early 
life.  Like  his  father,  IMr.  Potter  was  a very  suc- 
cessful man  in  business,  and  was  one  who  held  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen  to  an  unusual 
degree.  On  Oct.  5.  1875,  IMr.  Potter  was  united 
in  marriage  by  Rev.  Kinsley  Twining,  to  Miss 


Helen  Knight,  who  was  born  Aug.  ii,  1853,  and 
who  died  Nov.  14,  1891,  daughter  of  William 
and  Emeline  (Wood)  Knight."  One  son,  Alfred 
Knight,  was  born  to  them. 

(X)  Alfred  K.  Potter  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, July  27,  1880.  He  attended  Gofif  Rice, 
Smith’s  English  and  Classical  School,  before  en- 
tering Brown  University  with  the  class  of  1902. 
The  death  of  his  father  occurred  while  he  was  in 
his  senior  year  at  Brown  and  for  the  remainder 
of  his  course  the  young  man,  besides  attending 
to  his  studies,  managed  the  business.  This  he  is 
still  carrying  on  with  marked  success,  as  E.  A. 
Potter  & Co.  He  ranks  among  the  capable,  enter- 
prising and  successful  young  business  men  of  the 
city.  Alfred  K.  Potter  is  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versity Club,  and  the  Wannamoisett  Golf  Club, 
and  while  at  Brown  was  a member  of  the  Zeta  Psi 
fraternity. 

WILLIAM  N.  SWEET,  for  years  a successful 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Rhode  Island,  and  partic- 
ularly in  those  of  West  Greenwich,  descends  from 
and  is  connected  with  several  of  the  State's  old 
and  honored  families. 

it  would  seem  from  Updike’s  “History  of  the 
Narragansett  Church’’  and  from  Hazard’s  “Recol- 
lections of  ( )lden  Times,’’  that  the  .Sweets  of  War- 
wick and  Kings  Town  were  of  YTdsh  origin.  The 
progenitor  of  these,  according  to  Austin,  was  John 
.Sweet,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  Providence,  R.  I.  He 
is  of  record  in  this  country  as  early  as  1632,  and 
had  in  1637  ^ grant  of  land  in  Providence.  He 
died  in  that  year,  and  his  widow,  whose  Christian 
name  was  Mary,  married  (second)  Ezekiel  Holli- 
man. After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sweet,  his  widow 
received  a grant  of  land,  she  having  returned  to 
Salem.  The  children  of  John  and  Mary  were: 
John  (2)  ; James,  who  was  of  W’arwick  and  Kings 
Town  ; and  Meribah,  whose  name  was  changed  to 
Renewed  by  Mr.  Holliman  after  his  marriage  to 
Mrs.  Sweet. 

William  N.  Sweet,  of  this  article,  descends 
from  John  Sweet  (2),  through  William,  William 
(2),  Burton,  Caleb  and  Burton.  These  generations 
follow  in  detail. 

(II)  John  .Sweet  (2),  son  of  John,  is  of  record 
as  an  inhabitant  of  W'arwick  in  1648,  a freeman 
in  1655.  He  was  commissioner  in  i6fio.  His 
grist  mill,  etc.,  at  Potowomut  were  burned  by  the 
Indians  in  1675.  In  1677  he  was  living  in  New- 
])ort.  where  his  will  was  made  in  that  year,  and 
in  that  year  his  death  occurred.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth,  and  their  children 
were : John,  Daniel,  James.  Henry,  Richard,  Ben- 
jamin, M'illiam,  Jeremiah  and  a daughter. 

(III)  William  Sweet,  son  of  John,  married 
Thankful  Hamilton,  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
West  Greenwich..  Their  children  were:  Dorcas, 
born  Jan.  4,  1709:  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  14,  1713. 
married  Peter  Wells;  William  (2),  born  Feb.  14, 
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1715,  died  in  1796;  Priscilla,  born  April  12,  1718, 
married  Griffin  Sweet,  for  many  years  prominent 
in  West  Greenwich  affairs ; Rachel,  horn  Hay  29, 
1720;  Alice,  horn  Peh.  18,  1722;  Galeh,  horn  April 
17,  1724;  xMary,  horn  Oct.  23,  1726.  Several  of 
these  children  became  residents  of  New  York,  and 
a number  of  their  descendants  are  there  living.  Wil- 
liam, the  father  of  the  children,  was  a carpenter 
and  quite  successful. 

(1\')  W'illiam  Sweet  (2),  son  of  William,  horn 
Feb.  14,  1715,  married  Nov.  12,  1739,  (first) 
Hartha  Cass,  daughter  of  John  Cass,  and  their 
children  were:  Dorcas,  horn  Sept.  15,  1740,  mar- 
ried Isaac  Peckham ; Benedict,  born  Oct.  30,  1741, 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  after 
which  he  settled  at  Lake  George,  N.  Y. ; Patience, 
horn  jMarch  12,  1743,  married  Caleb  Rogers;  Job, 
horn  Aug.  16,  1744,  became  a sailor;  William,  born 
Dec.  I,  1745;  Martha,  horn  July  i,  1747,  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  King.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren married  (second)  j\lay  3,  1761,  Sarah  (King) 
Rriggs,  a widow,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them;  Burton,  born  in  1762;  and  Thankful,  who 
married  Thomas  INJathewson,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Vermont.  William  Sweet  (2)  died  in  1796,  and 
was  buried  in  West  Greenwich.  He  was  a car- 
penter and  millwright  by  trade,  and  a man  well 
known  and  respected  in  his  day.  He  w’as  noted  for 
his  great  physical  strength,  many  of  his  feats  and 
displaysrof  strength  being  recollected  and  related 
by  succeeding  generations. 

(V)  Burton  Sweet,  son  of  William  (2),  was 
born  in  1762  in  West  Greenwich,  and  was  reared 
a farmer,  which  occupation  he  followed  through 
life.  He  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Josiah  Mat- 
teson,  and  they  were  the  parents  of : William ; 
Caleb,  born  July  14,  1786,  and  died  in  1851; 
Francis,  who  married  Betsy  Tarbox,  of  Washing- 
ton Valley;  Mercy,  who  married  Wanton  Green; 
Sally,  who  married  Phillip  Matteson,  Jr. ; Mary, 
who  married  James  T.  Vaughan,  and  became  the 
mother  of  Clark,  John,  George,  Clara  and  Mary ; 
Roby,  who  married  Jonathan  Andrews;  and 
Thankful,  who  died  unmarried. 

(VI)  Caleb  Sweet,  son  of  Burton,  was  born  in 
West  Greenwich,  and  like  his  father  was  reared 
to  farm  work.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
the  district  schools,  and  was  successful  to  a large 
degree,  notwithstanding  his  ill  health  for  more  than 
thirty  years  preceding  his  death.  He  was  married 
July  28,  1808,  to  Bethana  Andrews,  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Russell  (Matteson)  Andrews,  and 
their  children  were : Amos,  born  April  24,  1809, 
married  Ruth  Brown  and  had  Phebe,  born  Oct.  l. 
1837  (married  James  A.  Whitford,  and  they  had 
a son,  Byron  Andrews).  i\Iary  A.,  born  Aug.  2, 
1839  (married  J.  Ditus  Andrews,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1903).  Abbe,  born  June  3.  1842  (died  in 
June.  1905).  William  P).  (died  in  youth)  ; Burton; 
Phebe,  born  in  May.  1813.  married  George  Dawley, 
and  they  had  a daughter,  Caroline  S.,  who  married 


Samuel  D.  Bowen,  of  Washington,  Rhode  Island. 

(VII)  Burton  Sweet,  son  of  Caleb,  born  Aug. 
17,  1810,  in  West  Greenwich,  was  a very  successful 
farmer  and  a man  of  influence.  He  was  for  years 
a member  of  the  town  council,  and  for  some  time 
was  president  of  that  body.  He  also  held  various 
other  public  offices,  and  in  any  capacity  rendered 
highly  satisfactory  service.  He  was  a man  of  strik- 
ing  physical  proportions,  and  it  is  said  that  his 
industry  and  thrift  were  fully  equal  to  his  great 
strength.  He  was  of  a social,  genial  disposition 
and  made  and  retained  many  friendships,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  any  man  of  his  period  possessed  and 
merited  to  a greater  degree  the  esteem  and  regard 
of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  enjoyed  reading 
and  sought  general  information,  and,  possessing  a 
retentive  memory,  he  was  able  to  discourse  on  the 
topics  of  the  day  with  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
ligence. He  died  July  23,  1870.  He  was  a life- 
long Democrat,  and  a man  interested  in  and  famil- 
iar with  the  affairs  of  his  community. 

In  November,  1832,  IMr.  Sweet  was  married 
to  Eliza  Nichols,  daughter  of  Judge  Jonathan 
Nichols,  for  twenty  years  town  clerk  of  West 
Greenwich,  and  for  a few  years  after  marriage 
they  resided  at  Narragansett  Pier,  where  he  had 
a small  farm  and  dealt  in  live  stock.  They  later 
removed  to  West  Greenwich,  where  the  remaining 
years  qf  their  lives  were  spent.  The  children  of 
Air.  and  Airs.  Sweet  were;  William  N.,  Arnold 
F.,  Caleb  F.,  Charles  B.  and  George  B.,  all  of 
whom,  except  William  N.,  died  in  youth. 

(VHI)  William  N.  Sweet  was  born  in  West 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  June  19,  1833.  His  education 
was  secured  in  the  district  schools,  supplemented 
by  three  terms’  attendance  at  the  East  Greenwich 
xAcademy.  In  young  manhood  he  took  up  the  vo- 
cation of  a teacher,  and  for  many  years  was  a popu- 
lar and  efficient  educator  in  the  schools  of  West 
Greenwich.  In  1861  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of 
his  native  town,  and  again  in  1867  was  chosen  for 
the  same  office.  In  1879  again  honored, 

and  for  the  twenty  succeeding  years  was  annually 
chosen,  without  opposition,  to  the  office  of  town 
clerk,  the  requirements  of  which  he  possessed  to 
an  extraordinary  degree.  The  reedrds,  accounts, 
etc.,  which  he  kejff  during  his  long  term  are  con- 
sidered among  the  best  and  most  accurate  of  the 
State.  In  1899  resigned  his  office  and  de- 
clined further  honor,  since  which  time  he  has  lived 
in  retirement  in  his  home  in  the  village  of  AVash- 
ington,  town  of  Coventry.  As  an  educator  he  is 
remembered  most  kindly  by  the  generations  whose 
education  it  was  his  pleasure  to  direct,  and  he  is 
described  as  ever  patient,  kindly,  efficient  and 
worthy  of  the  confidence  imposetl  in  him  by  pupil 
and  parent. 

On  April  16,  1871,  Mr.  Sweet  was  married  by 
the  Rev.  John  Tillinghast,  to  Aliss  Abbie  x\nn  Gor- 
ton. daughter  of  Benjamin  Tillinghast  aTid  Alma 
(Greene)  Gorton,  an  extensive  article  devoted  to 
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her  lineage  being  found  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  Mrs.  Sweet  was  herself  a capable  and  much 
beloved  teacher  in  the.  schools  of  Rhode  Island. 
vShe  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a lady 
possessed  of  many  virtues,  and  her  demise,  which 
occurred  May  i,  1906,  was  sincerely  mourned  by 
her  many  friends  and  relatives.  One  child,  who 
died  in  youth,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Sweet. 

ANDREW  LINTON,  who  for  many  years  was 
a prominent  manufacturing  jeweler  of  Providence, 
was  for  eighteen  years  a resident  of  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.,  where  he  died  June  13,  1899.  Mr.  Linton 
was  born  in  Ayr,  Scotland,  son  of  Andrew  Lin- 
ton, Sr. 

Andrew  Linton,  Sr.,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  when  an  infant  was  taken  to  Scotland 
by  his  parents.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  fol- 
lowing different  occupations,  and  in  1842  came  to 
America,  locating  at  Providence,  where  he  became 
an  operator  in  the  mills.  At  this  occupation  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  Oct.  18,  1861, 
aged  forty-seven  years.  His  wife,  Catherine  Mc- 
Cann, whom  he  wedded  in  Ireland,  died  Oct.  18, 
1851,  and  both  were  buried  at  the  Catholic  ceme- 
tery. To  Andrew  Linton  and  wife  were  born  a 
family  of  eight  children : One  who  died  in 
infancy;  Andrew;  Thomas  J.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  jewelry  business  in  Providence ; Agnes,  who 
married  Charles  E.  Sheridan,  and  died  in  New 
York;  Philip,  a manufacturing  jeweler  of  Provi- 
dence ; Margaret,  who  died  in  Providence,  unmar- 
ried; Catherine,  who  married  James  E.  Davis,  of 
Providence ; and  Theodore,  a resident  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 

Andrew  Linton,  son  of  Andrew,  Sr.,  born  in 
1826,  was  still  very  young  when  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  his  educational  advantages  were  some- 
what limited.  At  an  early  age  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  Andrews  & Andrews,  of  Provi- 
dence, engravers  of  rolls  for  calico  printing, 
and  with  this  firm  he  continued  until  the 
term  of  his  apprenticeship  had  expired,  when, 
the  work  not  proving  congenial,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  his  brother,  Thomas  J.,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry.  With  him 
iVIr.  Linton  remained  until  1865,  which  year  a 
partnership  was  formed  between  him  and  his 
brother  Philip,  under  the  firm  name  of  P.  & A. 
Linton,  and  in  this  business  ]\Ir.  Linton  continued 
until  his  death,  at  Woonsocket,  to  which  place  he 
had  moved  in  1885.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Charles 
Catholic  Church  cemetery.  Mr.  Linton  was  a 
member  of  the  Jewelers’  Board  of  Trade,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Vincent  De  Paul  So- 
ciety in  Providence,  being  its  president  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  A member  of  the  St.  Charles  Catholic 
Church,  he  had  acted  for  a number  of  years  as 
trustee,  and  was  greatly  interested  in  church  and 
charitable  work.  Temperate  in  his  habits,  domc.stic 
in  his  tastes,  a ])atriotic  and  puldic-spirited  citizen. 


and  a Christian  gentleman.  i\Ir.  Linton  was  a rep- 
resentative man  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Linton  married  (first)  iMary  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, of  IMontreal,  Canada,  who  died  in  Providence, 
July  10,  1881,  aged  fifty-six  years.  He  married 
(second)  in  1885,  Mary  Jane  Wade,  daughter  of 
the  late  James  and  Margaret  Wade,  of  Blackstone, 
Mass.,  and  widow  of  the  late  Charles  Donahoe. 
Charles  Donahoe  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  came 
to  America  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  locating  in 
Whitinsville,  where  he  found  employment  in  the 
mills,  obtaining  his  education,  in  the  meanwhile, 
bv  attending  night  school.  He  later  worked  in 
Waterford,  and  thence  went  to  Woonsocket,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  After 
locating  in  Woonsocket  he  established  himself  in 
the  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  business,  and  this 
occupation  he  followed  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  Jan.  13,  1876,  and  being  buried  at  St. 
Paul’s  cemetery  at  Blackstone. 

James  Wade,  the  father  of  ]\Irs.  Linton,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  America  among  the 
first  Irish  families  in  Blackstone.  He  spent  his  life 
in  and  around  Woonsocket,  and  here  he  died,  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Since  her  hus- 
band’s death,  ]\Irs.  Linton  has  been  engaged  in 
looking  after  her  real  estate  interests,  which  are 
very  large.  She  has  traveled  extensively,  both 
in  the  Lhiited  States  and  Europe.  She  is  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  in  Woonsocket,  where 
her  kind  heart  has  made  her  greatly  beloved. 

PERCY  ALDRICH  AUSTIN,  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Newport  and  one  of  that  city’s  business 
men,  bears  a name  long  known  in  Rhode  Island 
annals,  though  the  public  records  of  the  family 
are  few  and  irregular. 

One  Robert  Austin,  of  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  original  source  of  the  Rhode 
Island  family,  the  few  facts  known  in  his  life  seem- 
ing to  warrant  the  assumption  that  he  was  the 
father  of  Jeremiah,  Edward,  Joseph  and  John.  He 
was  one  of  the  sixty-five  persons  whose  names  ap- 
pear on  a list  of  residents  of  Newport,  Portsmouth 
and  Kingstown,  in  1661,  who  were  to  receive  lots 
in  a new  settlement,  that  became  the  town  of  West- 
erly. Apparently  Mr.  Austin  was  one  of  those 
who  never  cared  to  live  on  the  lots  he  had  drawn, 
and  his  name  is  not  found  in  its  records.  His 
oldest  son,  Jeremiah,  was  an  inhabitant  of  Kings 
Town,  North  Kings  Town  and  Exeter,  though  it 
is  quite  probable  that  he  lived  always  on  the  same 
piece  of  land,  as  in  1722  the  town  was  divided  into 
North  and  South  Kings  Town,  while  later  Exeter 
was  set  off  from  the  former.  Edward  and  Joseph 
lived  in  Kings  Town,  while  John  resided  there  and 
in  both  East  and  West  Greenwich  as  well. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Percy  A.  Austin 
was  Edward  Austin,  who  was  born  in  Newport 
and  died  there.  He  appears  to  be  the  Edward 
Austin  whose  marriage  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Ed- 
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ward  Watson,  of  Newport,  was  published  in  a 
paper  of  the  date  Aug.  18,  1824.  Sarah  Austin 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  her  death  notice 
appearing  in  a paper  of  Aug.  6,  1825,  and  her  hus- 
band afterward  married  Eliza  Ann  Castoff,  of 
Newport.  To  this  latter  union  four  children  were 
born,  namely:  John  and  Edward,  both  of  whom 
were  supposed  to  have  been  lost  at  sea  while  on 
their  way  to  California,  as  they  were  never  heard 
from  afterward ; William  M.,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
and  William  M.  (2),  our  subject’s  father. 

William  M.  Austin  was  born  in  Newport  and 
never  removed  from  his  native  city.  Early  in  life 
he  learned  the  painter's  trade  and  made  it  his  regu- 
lar calling,  carrying  on  a business  of  his  own  for 
many  years  with  conspicuous  success.  Most  of 
this  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  Henry  J. 
Hudson,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hudson  & Aus- 
tin, and  the  volume  of  business  attained  by  them 
was  such  as  to  necessitate  the  employment  regu- 
larly of  a large  number  of  men.  Mr.  Austin  was 
himself  a man  of  the  greatest  industry,  and  his 
method  of  conducting  his  affairs  was  such  as  to 
produce  the  best  results.  A strong  Republican  in 
his  political  faith,  he  served  his  city  in  the  com- 
mon council  for  several  years.  Socially  he  was 
long  an  active  member  of  the  Lawrence  Club,  of 
Newport,  and  he  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Newport  lodge  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Austin  married  Miss  Emily  S.  Nicholai, 
daughter  of  Laurent  Nicholai,  of  Newport.  Both 
are  now  deceased,  Mrs.  Austin  having  departed 
this  life  in  1891,  while  her  husband  died  Oct.  19, 
1897,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  They  had 
a family  of  three  children,  as  follows : Percy  A. ; 
Susan  Moore,  who  died  aged  three  years;  and  Ed- 
ward N.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  painting  business 
in  Newport. 

Percy  A.  Austin  was  born  in  Newport  Feb. 
19,  1858.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
there  in  attendance  upon  the  public  schools,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  work.  Not  attracted 
at  first  by  his  father’s  calling,  he  took  a place  as 
a clerk  in  John  M.  Swan’s  shoe  store,  but  at  the 
end  of  a year  he  gave  that  up  and  began  as  a 
painter  under  his  father’s  instruction.  He  became 
expert  in  the  business  and  continued  to  work  for 
his  father  as  long  as  the  latter  lived,  while  since 
his  death  the  business  has  passed  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  the  son.  Mr.  Austin  does  a general 
painting,  glazing  and  paper-hanging  business,  and 
employs  a force  of  six  or  eight  men  all  through  the 
year.  Mr.  Austin  has  never  been  active  in  politics, 
but  for  twenty  years  he  has  done  public  service  as 
foreman  of  Hose  Company  No.  8,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  company  even  longer.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  Newport  Lodge,  No.  104.  B.  P.  O. 
Elks. 

i\Ir.  Austin  was  married  iMay  19,  1877,  when 
Miss  IMary  Ella  Cornell,  daughter  of  Arnold  F. 
and  Patience  (Tollman)  Cornell,  of  Newport,  be- 


came his  wife.  She  has  borne  her  husband  seven 
children,  namely:  William  A.;  Henry  N.,  who 
lived  only  ten  months;  Emily  C. ; Frank  N.,  who 
married  Aliss  Esther  Damon,  of  Providence; 
Percy  A.,  Jr. ; Ella  May,  and  Raymond  Earle. 

ELISHA  H.  BROWNING.  Elisha  Denison 
Browning  and  Elisha  Henry  Browning,  father  and 
son,  two  of  the  best-known  men  in  the  town  of  Nar- 
ragansett,  are  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  generations 
respectively  from  (1)  Nathaniel  Browning,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  in  this  countrv,  their  line  com- 
ing through  (11)  William,  (HI)'  William,  (IV) 
William,  (V)  Stephen,  and  (VI)  Henry  Knowles, 
to  (VH)  Elisha  Denison  and  (VHI)  Elisha  Henry. 
[For  the  first  five  generations  see  sketch  of  Ste- 
phen T.  Browning.] 

(VI)  Henry  Knowles  Browning  s])ent  half  his 
life  on  the  homestead  in  Charlestown,  later  resided 
on  the  Jenckes  farm,  in  South  Kingstown,  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  passed  the  last  years  of  his  life 
in  Wickford.  He  was  a lifelong  agriculturist.  In 
political  faith  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  he 
served  in  the  Dorr  war.  He  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Tamar  Mott,  of  Block  Island,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Elisha  Denison.  She  is  buried  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Charlestown.  ]\Ir.  Browning’s 
second  wife  was  Ann  E.  Card,  of  Charlestown,  R. 
I.  He  is  buried  in  Riverside  cemetery,  Wakefield, 
Rhode  Island. 

(VH)  Elisha  Denison  Browning  was  born 
April  29,  1834,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Charles- 
town, R.  I.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed  on  Tower 
Hill,  and  on  the  Jenckes  farm  on  Boston  Neck.  He 
began  farming  for  himself  at  Perryville,  subse- 
quently living  on  the  Jenckes  farm  on  Boston  Neck, 
the  Congdon  farm  in  North  Kingstown,  the  Oliver 
Gardner  farm,  in  North  Kingstown,  the  Updike 
farm  on  Boston  Neck,  the  Col.  John  Gardiner  farm, 
and  at  the  “Whaley  House,”  where  “Greene’s  Inn” 
now  stands.  Since  1879  has  lived  on  the  Gov- 
ernor Brown  farm  on  Boston  Neck.  Mr.  Browning 
has  been  active  in  town  affairs,  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  of  South  Kingstown  and 
Narragansett,  assessor  of  taxes,  and  senator  from 
the  town  of  South  Kingstown  and  the  District  of 
Narragansett. 

On  Oct.  19,  1856,  i\Ir.  Browning  married  Ruth 
E.  Gardner,  daughter  of  Oliver  Gardner,  of  North 
Kingstown,  and  they  had  two  children : Emma 
E.,  deceased,  who  was  married  to  J.  C.  Tucker;  and 
Elisha  Henry. 

(VHI)  Elisha  Henry  Browning  was  born  Nov. 
IT,  1874.  He  now  cultivates  the  Governor  Brown 
farm  on  Boston  Neck,  and  is  the  owner  of  the  “At- 
lantic House’’  at  Narragansett  Pier. 

ROBERT  T.  GARDNER,  deceased.  The  namfi 
of  Gardner  is  one  which  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  town  of  Exeter,  where  John  Gardner, 
grandfather  of  Robert  T.,  was  born  and  reared,  and 
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wliere  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was  married 
twice,  his  second  wife  bein"  Frances  Hall,  daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  Hall,  and  to  this  union  were  born  : 
Amy,  who  married  Haden  Hall;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Robert  Card ; Waity,  who  married  \V.  Bray- 
man  ; Dorcas,  who  was  never  married ; Sally,  w’ho 
married  Deacon  Samuel  Sweet ; Ruth,  who  married 
James  Reynolds,  and  Stephen  A.,  father  of  Robert 
T.  Gardner. 

Stephen  A.  Gardner  was  born  April  14,  1810,  in 
Exeter,  and  there  married  Marcy  Gardner,  who 
died  May  2,  1864,  aged  sixty-four.  She  w'as  a 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Nicholas  Gardner, 
and  a great-granddaughter  of  Ezekiel  Gardner,  born 
Dec.  6,  1710,  in  South  Kingstowm,  who  removed  to 
Exeter,  and  reared  his  family  on  the  farm  since 
known  as  the  Gardner  homestead.  His  son,  Zebulon 
Gardner,  like  his  father  became  a thrifty  farmer, 
and  in  the  troublous  days  of  the  Revolution  he  bore 
arms  for  his  country.  He  had  a son,  Robert  Gard- 
ner, who.  after  his  father’s  death,  occupied  the 
homestead  property,  where,  with  his  good  wife, 
Mary  ( Tillinghast) , of  West  Greenwich,  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1845.  His  sturdy 
.good  sense,  and  his  jrosition  as  magistrate  in  the 
local  courts,  are  both  ])reserved  in  the  title  of 
“Jud.ge”  Gardner,  bv  which  he  was  then  known  and 
is  still  remembered.  He  also  represented  the  towm 
of  Exeter  in  the  Legislature.  His  children  w'ere : 
John  T.,  Hannah,  Olive,  Marcv  (who  married  Ste- 
jdien  A.  Gardner),  Zebulon,  Robert,  Dorcas,  Eanny, 
.Mary  A.,  Catherine  and  .'knn 

I'he  children  of  Stephen  .'K.  and  IMarcy  Gardner 
were;  A son,  born  Feb,  25,  1831,  wdio  died  in  in- 
fancy: Robert  T.,  born  May  24,  1832:  John  H., 
born  Sept.  14,  1833:  and  IMary  F.,  born  June  19, 
1833,  who  was  married  June  24.  1858,  to  Thomas 
Hall,  horn  Jan.  31,  1828. 

Robert  T.  Gardner  w'as  born  in  Exeter,  where 
he  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
W hen  he  was  sixteen  his  father  died,  leaving 
him,  at  that  early  age,  all  of  the  responsibility  of 
caring  for  the  farm  and  the  education  of  his- 
younger  brother  and  sister.  He  married  (first) 
Eeh.  20,  1867,  Mary  A.  Bailey,  of  West  Greenwich, 
and  ( second)  IMarch  t,  1874,  Sarah  E.  Sw'eet,  wdio 
was  born  iMay  9,  1847,  dau.ghter  of  Albert  and  Clar- 
issa D.  (\Mughn)  Sweet,  of  Exeter.  Mr.  Gardner 
had  one  child  by  his  first  wife  ; Stephen  B.,  born 
April  24,  1872,  and  one  by  his  second  wife,  Irving 
S.,  horn  July  19,  1879,  who  died  Aug.  14,  1892. 

'Sir.  Gardner  was  well  known  and  respected  in 
his  neighborhood  as  a man  of  strai.ghtforward  and 
honest  methods,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  7,  1906.  was  regarded  as  a distinct  loss  to 
the  town.  Erom  his  boyhood  days  he  had  always 
known  the  meanin.g  of  hard  toil,  and  to  the  close 
of  his  life.  des{)ite  his  age,  he  paid  unceasing  devo- 
tion to  business  and  the  care  of  his  property.  All 
his  life  he  displayed  marked  ability  as  a farmer,  and 
there  was  no  better  example  of  a self-made  man  in 


the  community.  Hb  was  a stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, but  never  an  office-.seeker,  caring  nothing  for 
public  honors.  He  attended  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Gardner  was  buried  in  the  family  burying- 
ground  on  the  farm,  where  his  widow  still  makes 
her  home. 

EDWIN  J.  KNERR,  i\I.  D.,  is  descended  from 
an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  which  has  long  been 
noted  for  its  sturdy  and  vigorous  manhood.  The 
Doctor  was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  near  Allen- 
town, Pa..  June  15,  1870,  one  of  the  family  of  four 
children  of  Wilson  and  Angeline  (Schradin)  Knerr, 
the  others  being;  Morgan  W.,  Richard  R.  and 
Kate  E. 

Dr.  Knerr  received  his  early  literary  training  in 
the  public  schools  of  Lehigh  county,  and  later  went 
to  the  Normal  school  at  Kutztown,  Pa.,  where  he 
fitted  himself  for  teaching,  which  calling,  however, 
he  abandoned  to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine. 
He  entered  the  Starling  IMedical  College  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  in  1892,  graduatin.g  therefrom  in  1895. 
His  first  year  of  active  practice  after  leaving  col- 
lege, he  spent  at  Voluntown,  Conn.,  and  from  there 
went  to  Hope  Valley,  where  he  has  since  been  lo- 
cated. Dr.  Knerr  is  endowed  in  an  unusual  degree 
with  the  cpialities  which  constitute  a good  physician. 
At  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  he  is  calm  and  .self- 
possessed,  and  he  benefits  his  patients  by  his  strong, 
cheerful  spirits.  His  practice  not  being  confined 
to  Hope  Valley  alone,  he  is  often  called  on  long, 
fatiguing  trips,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  man  re- 
.s])onds  more  promptly  or  faithfully  to  the  summons 
of  the  sick  than  he.  His  extensive  practice  well 
illustrates  the  value  of  a deservedly  good  reputa- 
tion. 

The  Doctor  was  married  Sept.  12,  1904,  to 
IMaude  E.  Church,  of  Hopkinton,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam P.  and  Sarah  E.  ( Kenyon)  Church,  and  like  her 
husband,  she  is  a popular  favorite  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  their  community. 

Dr.  Knerr  is  a member  of  IMechanics  Lodge, 
I.  O.  C.  F..  at  Hope  Valley,  and  of  the  Washington 
County  iMedical  Society.  His  political  sympathies 
are  Democratic,  but  on  local  issues  he  is  inde- 
pendent. 

WILLT.VM  HENRY  WALCOTT.  Among  the 
younger  men  who  have  done  much  to  promote  the 
business  interests  of  Newport,  and  who  hold  re- 
sponsible positions  under  the  government,  William 
H.  Walcott,  the  efficient  deputy  collector  of  customs, 
is  entitled  to  a foremost  place,  for  he  has  made  him- 
self invaluable  by  unusual  perseverance  and  close 
ap])lication  to  the  business  affairs  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Walcott’s  father,  Daniel,  spells  the  family 
name  Wolcott.  He  was  horn  in  Eatontown,  N.  J., 
and  is  bv  occupation  a mason  contractor,  a business 
in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  many  years  and 
has  been  very  successful.  A strong  Democrat,  he 
has  been  active  in  city  i)olitics  and  has  filled  various 
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offices,  particularly  in  the  highway  department.  Mr. 
M'olcott  married  j\Iary  A.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Tay- 
lor, of  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  had  two  children, 
viz.:  ^Villiam  H. ; and  Alatilda,  who  married  John 
r.  Conover,  a baker  in  Long  Branch,  and  has  one 
son,  John  P.,  Jr.  The  family  home  for  a number 
of  years  has  been  at  Long  Branch,  N.  J.  Mr.  Wol- 
cott is  a Seventh  Day  Adventist.  Socially  he  be- 
longs to  various  orders  including  the  Knights  of 
Pvthias,  the  Order  of  Ben  Hur,  and  the  Jr.  O.  U. 
A.  .M. 

William  H.  W'alcott  was  l)orn  in  Eatontown,  N. 
J.,  Feb.  6,  1865,  but  during  his  early  childhood  his 
parents  removed  to  Long  Branch,  and  he  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  place.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  he  left  school  to  enter  the 
Long  Branch  office  of  the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, and  in  1881  he  was  transferred  to  the  New 
York  office  of  the  company,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  a clerical  capacity  for  five  years.  He  was  then 
transferred  again,  and  placed  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  New  England  department  of 
the  company,  continuing  there  until  June  26,  1888, 
when  he  was  . promoted  to  the  position  of  general 
agent  of  the  Adams  Company  at  Newport.  Here 
he  remained  till  1901,  completing  a long  record  of 
service  in  various  capacities  with  this  company. 

On  Nov.  13,  1901,  Mr.  Walcott  entered  upon  a 
new  phase  in  his  career,  taking  that  day  the  oath  of 
office  as  deputy  collector  of  customs,  under  the  late 
John  H.  Cozzens.  Upon  the  death  of  the  latter, 
only  five  days  later,  Mr.  Walcott  was  made  acting 
collector  and  custodian,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
till  Tan.  9,  1902,  since  which  date  he  has  continued 
as  deputy  collector.  The  class  of  goods  passing 
through  the  Newport  port  is  quite  dififerent  from 
the  general  run  of  dutiable  articles,  as  they  are 
largely  luxuries  for  Newport’s  summer  residents, 
and  hence  of  a class  very  difficult  to  appraise  prop- 
erly. Mr.  Y'alcott  has  made  a very  careful  study 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  has  acquired  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  imports  and  their  values,  thus  rend- 
ering himself  almost  indispensable  for  his  position. 

IMr.  Walcott  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Mrs.  Nellie  L.  (Bryer)  Moffitt,  daughter 
of  Stafford  Bryer  and  widow  of  William  Moffitt. 
Mrs.  Walcott  died  in  Newport,  Oct.  31,  1892,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Harold  Bradford,  horn  Oct.  3,  1892. 
The  present  Mrs.  Walcott  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Tom- 
linson Eludder,  daughter  of  Alexander  J.  and  Isa- 
bella (Wilks)  Eludder.  Mr.  Walcott  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
they  are  quite  active.  He  has  served  several  times 
as  a member  of  the  delegation  representing  the 
Church  at  State  conventions.  In  politics  he  is  a 
firm  adherent  of  Republicanism.  Fraternally  Mr. 
MYlcott  has  membership  in  various  orders.  He  was 
formerly  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  E.  and  the  K.  of 
P.,  and  at  present  belongs  to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No. 
I,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  having  been  while  in  Boston  a 
member  of  Joseph  Webb  Lodge.  He  also  T)elongs 


to  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
and  in  January,  1906,  was  installed  as  Eminent 
Commander  of  the  Washington  Commandery,  No. 
4,  K.  T.,  of  Newport.  His  name  is  likewise  on  the 
roll  of  Newport  Camp,  No.  7677,  M.  W.  A.,  and  of 
Ocean  Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  O.  U.  W.  IMr.  Walcott  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  iMiantonomi  Club, 
of  Newport,  which  succeeded  the  Business  Men’s 
Association. 

ARTHUR  MOORE  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the 
well-known  and  substantial  citizens  of  Cranston, 
was  born  Aug.  30,  1851,  in  his  present  residence. 
No.  1711  Broad  street,  Edgewood.  He  is  a son 
of  .Stephen  Hawkins  Williams,  born  April  21,  1814, 
in  a house  which  stood  on  the  corner  of  Armington 
and  Broad  streets,  and  grandson  of  Arthur  Wil- 
liams, who  was  also  probably  born  in  Cranston. 

Arthur  Williams  owned  and  lived  upon  the 
farm,  which  was  later  known  as  the  Daniel  Smith 
farm,  in  Edgewood.  He  afterwards  removed  to 
M’oodstock,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and 
S])ent  the  balance  of  his  life.  He  married  Dia- 
demia  Hawkins,  and  their  children  were : Stephen 
Hawkins;  and  Robert,  Harding,  Jane  and  Sarah, 
who  all  lived  in  Woodstock,  Conn.  Robert  was  a 
farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in  Woodstock,  while 
Llarding  engaged  in  manufacturing  in  Woodstock. 

Stephen  Hawkins  Williams  never  went  to  Con- 
necticut with  his  parents,  but  chose  to  remain  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  always  remained  a resident. 
Lie  made  his  home  with  an  uncle,  on  his  mother’s 
side,  in  his  younger  days,  and  attended  a private 
school  which  was  kept  in  the  old  Burgess  homestead 
on  what  is  now  Congress  avenue,  going  a distance 
of  some  two  miles  in  his  daily  attendance.  He  was 
also  for  a time  a student  in  the  academy  at  Paw- 
tuxet.  IMr.  Williams  lived  in  but  three  different 
houses  in  his  entire  life,  and  all  were  within  a few 
rods  of  his  birthplace.  The  second  was  a cottage  on  a 
farm  lying  just  north  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Ar- 
thur IM.,  and  the  other  the  residence  now  owned  by 
the  son.  He  bought  this  latter  place  March  2,  1850. 
it  then  consisting  of  about  thirty  acres,  and  then 
purchased  the  farm  of  Rev.  Seth  Chapin,  a retired 
minister  who  had  already  started  fruit  growing  on 
the  farm.  Mr.  Williams  continued  in  that  line,  and 
added  niuch  to  the  already  existing  acreage.  He 
was  engaged  principally  in  grape  growing,  but  in 
addition  grew  large  quantities  of  apples,  pears,  etc., 
which  found  a ready  market  in  Providence,  and  at 
hiehly  remunerative  prices  in  those  days.  IMr. 
Williams  was  the  pioneer  fruit  grower  of  his  sec- 
tion, and  one  of  the  largest  in  all  respects  in  Crans- 
ton or  in  the  vicinity  of  Providence.  He  was  most 
highly  and  thoroughly  versed  in  the  science  of  fruit 
growing,  and  his  farm  was  a veritable  garden.  IMr. 
Williams  was  very  successful  as  a business  man, 
managing  his  affairs  with  such  sound  judgment  and 
discretion  as  to  enable  him  to  bequeath  to  his  heirs 
a fine  estate.  IMr.  Williams  was  self-made  in  every 
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sense  of  the  word.  When  a boy  he  started  to  make 
his  way  in  the  world  empty-handed,  working  for 
ten  dollars  per  month  to  get  his  start.  iMr.  ^^'illiams 
was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  but  never  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  choosing  rather  to  give  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  business  interests.  He  married  Susan 
Gardiner  iMoore,  born  June  24,  1826,  daughter  of 
George  and  Susannah  (Tillinghast)  Moore,  and 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  Tillinghast,  and  one  son 
was  born  to  this  union : Arthur  Moore.  Mrs. 
Williams  died  Oct.  6,  1895,  and  her  husband  Jan. 
Ti,  1897. 

.\rthur  ]\loore  \\  illiams,  a most  worthy  son  of 
a worthy  father,  was  educated  in  the  grammar 
school  of  Cranston,  and  at  the  Commercial  School 
of  Bryant  & Stratton  in  Providence.  He  finished 
his  schooling  when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
then  became  interested  with  his  father  in  the  grow- 
ing of  fruit  on  the  farm.  From  his  beginning  with 
his  father  their  interests  were  mutual  and  identical, 
the  son  contributing  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
success  of  his  father.  It  may  be  said  without  any 
degree  of  exaggeration  that  the  success  of  Mr. 
Williams  and  his  father  has  been  little  short  of 
phenomenal.  The  records  of  Cranston  testify  to 
the  fact  that  jNIr.  Williams  is  to-day  one  of  the 
largest  taxpayers  in  his  town,  besides  a large  tax 
which  he  pavs  in  Providence.  He  has  evidently 
inherited  from  the  elder  Williams  the  same  habits 
of  thrift,  economy,  industry  and  sound  judgment. 
His  farm,  now  reduced  from  the  original  thirty 
acres  to  eleven  and  one-third  acres,  through  sales 
to  Roger  Williams  Park  and  Norwood  Park,  is 
not  only  noticeable,  but  notable,  for  its  extreme 
neatness.  In  addition  to  his  fruit  business  Mr. 
Williams  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
Providence,  having  about  twenty  tenements  to  look 
after. 

Mr.  M’illiams  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  town  council  for  one  term, 
and  district  highway  commissioner,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  district  school  board  under  the  old  system. 
He  is  a member  of  and  treasurer  of  the  Volunteer 
Fire  Company,  of  Edgewood.  Like  his  father, 
Mr.  Williams  is  a most  progressive  and  representa- 
tive citizen  of  the  town  of  Cranston. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  IMiss  Lucy  E. 
Fones,  born  June  23,  1853,  daughter  of  Joseph  S. 
Fones,  of  East  Greenwich,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children,  as  follows ; Fannie  L,  who 
married  Albert  L.  Greene  and  has  two  children, 
Stephen  Albert  and  Esther  Lucy ; Walter  Edwin, 
a stationary  engineer,  who  married  Abbie  L. 
Sayer;  and  Chester  Arthur,  who  is  associated  with 
his  father,  and  who  married  Estelle  Gardiner,  and 
has  one  son,  Gardiner  Moore. 

CALEB  B.  PARKER,  superintendent  of  the 
Sayles  stock  farm  and  outside  interests,  and  a well- 
known  citizen  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  was  born 
Nov.  12,  1851,  on  the  Parker  Homestead,  in  West 


Greenwich.  He  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Rhode  Island. 

George  Parker,  a carpenter,  born  in  1611,  came 
to  America  in  1634,  then  aged  twenty-three  years, 
in  the  ship  “Elizabeth  and  Ann,”  from  London. 
He  was  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  in  1638  was  ad- 
mitted an  inhabitant  of  the  island  of  Acpiidneck. 
He  died  in  1656.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife 
was  Frances.  Two  of  their  sons  became  residents 
of  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.  John  Parker,  born  at  New- 
port, R.  I.,  assumed  to  have  been  a son  of  George, 
and  a freeman  in  1655,  was  one  of  the  grantees  in 
1677  of  the  territory  to  be  called  East  Greenwich. 
The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Esther,  and 
their  children  were ; John,  Robert,  James  and 
Hannah. 

The  Parkers  were  early  in  the  towns  of  Coven- 
try and  West  Greenwich,  where  the  name  has  con- 
tinued. In  the  former  town  there  is  a record  of 
the  family  of  Thomas  Parker,  who  was  a son  of 
George  Parker  of  M'arwick.  The  record  in  Coven- 
try of  the  children  of  Thomas  begins  with  1725, 
in  which  year  was  born  his  eldest  child.  Contem- 
poraneous with  this  family  is  that  in  West  Green- 
wich of  George  and  Catherine  (Cole)  Parker, 
whose  marriage  occurred  in  South  Kingstown,  Oct. 
18,  1724.  Their  children  given  in  the  Arnold  Vdtal 
Record  were:  William,  born  Dec.  27,  1725;  John, 
born  June  8,  1731;  George,  born  Nov.  14,  1733; 
Mary,  born  Dec.  i,  1736;  David,  born  Feb.  22, 
1738-39  (died  Feb.  7,  1739-40)  ; Catherine,  born 
April  21,  1741;  James,  born  June  2,  1743;  and 
Peter,  born  May  4,  1746. 

John  Parker,  son  of  George  and  Catherine, 
born  June  8,  1731,  married  Oct.  28,  1756,  Hannah 
Jordan,  and  their  children  were:  Stephen;  John, 
born  May  26,  1757;  and  Abel,  born  Aug.  10,  1762. 
John  Parker  made  his  home  in  Greenwich  and  was 
a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  strug- 
gle his  sons  also  took  part.  He  owned  a large 
tract  of  land  in  West  Greenwich,  and  was  a judge, 
having  received  his  commission  under  King 
George.  He  was  a man  well  known  in  his  com- 
munity and  was  honored  and  respected  by  all. 

Stephen  Parker,  son  of  John  and  Hannah,  born 
in  West  Greenwich,  married,  in  1798,  Lydia  Ladd, 
and  their  children  were:  James,  born  March  20, 
1799  (died  March  10,  1801)  ; John,  born  Jan.  17, 
1801;  Rebecca,  born  June  5,  1802;  Julia  Ann; 
Daniel,  born  Jan.  28,  1805 ; Esther ; Calvin  IM. ; 
Sarah;  Noah,  born  Sept.  2,  1814;  and  Mary.  Like 
his  father  Stephen  Parker  was  a man  of  promi- 
nence and  of  action.  He  spent  his  life  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  was  considered  one  of  the  worthy, 
reliable  citizens  of  his  town. 

Mrs.  Lydia  (Ladd)  Parker  was  born  Feb.  10, 
1779,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Barber)  Ladd, 
the  latter  a daughter  of  Agias  and  Eleanor  (Lewis) 
Barber,  of  Exeter,  R.  I.  John  Ladd  was  a son  of 
John  Ladd,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  presumably 
a descendant  of  Joseph  Ladd,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
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who  is  thouglit  to  liave  been  a younger  brother  of 
Daniel  Ladd,  who  came  from  London  in  tlie  “Mary 
and  John’’  in  1633.  John  Ladd,  of  Charlestown, 
R.  I.,  purchased  land  as  early  as  1750  of  John 
Wightman,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1774. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Mary  Lewis,  and 
after  her  death  to  Mrs.  Ann  Arnold  Greene.  His 
children  were:  James,  born  April  22,  1746;  Daniel, 
born  Dec.  7,  1748;  Elizabetb,  born  Dec.  7,  1750; 
Mary,  born  May  27,  1752;  Dorcas,  born  May  27, 
1754;  John,  born  Alay  8,  1756;  and  Lydia,  born 
July  8,  1759. 

Calvin  M.  Parker,  son  of  Stephen,  was  also  a 
land  owner  and  farmer,  although  in  early  life  he 
had  been  a mason  contractor,  building  several  mills 
in  his  town.  The  greater  part  of  his  life,  however, 
was  spent  in  the  town  of  West  Greenwich,  where 
he  w'as  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died 
while  on  a visit  to  the  home  of  his  son,  Caleb  B., 
in  Saylesville,  Jan.  15,  1892,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  plot  in  West  Greenwich.  He  was  a well 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen,  and  a faithful 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  w^as 
leader  of  the  choir  for  many  years,  having  more 
than  a local  reputation  for  his  vocal  ability.  He 
was  very  fond  of  children,  and  gave  many  of  them 
singing  lessons.  In  politics  he  was  an  independent 
Democrat.  Quiet  and  unostentatious  in  manner, 
careful  and  thoughtful  of  others,  and  devoted  to 
home  and  family,  Calvin  M.  Parker  was  one  of 
the  best  citizens  of  his  time,  and  his  death  was 
mourned  by  many  warm  friends.  Air.  Parker  mar- 
ried Phebe  Tillinghast,  who  was  born  in  West 
Greenwich,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Tilling- 
hast, and  to  this  union  there  were  born  children  as 
follows : John,  who  is  in  the  United  States  Cus- 
tom service  at  Providence ; Stephen,  deceased ; 
Mary,  the  widows  of  Merritt  Tillinghast,  matron 
at  the  Central  Police  Station,  Providence ; and 
Caleb  B. 

Caleb  B.  Parker  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  district,  and  until  seventeen  years  of 
age  worked  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  then  went  to 
Warwdck,  wdiere  he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand, 
later  learning  the  trade  of  mason,  wdiich  he  fol- 
low'ed  for  seven  years.  Mr.  Parker  then  went  to 
Hill’s  Grove  and  became  superintendent  of  Thomas 
J.  Hill’s  farm,  continuing  thus  until  1880,  when  he 
located  in  Pawtucket,  in  which  city  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  police  force  for  four  years,  being  rounds- 
man, later  sergeant,  and  finally  chief  of  the  night 
force.  He  then  accepted  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  factory  of  L.  B.  Darling,  but  two 
years  later  went  to  Helena,  Montana,  returning  in 
1890  to  become  superintendent  of  the  farms  and 
yards  of  the  Sayleses,  both  in  Lincoln,  R.  L,  and  in 
the  town  of  Thompson,  Conn.  This  position  he 
has  held  to  the  present  time,  also  carrying  on  the 
official  duties  of  chief  of  police  and  deputy  sherifif 
of  Lincoln.  He  is  connected  with  the  Alasonic 
fraternity,  being  a member  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  28, 


A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  at  Greene,  R.  I.,  and  in  political 
matters  is  a Republican.  In  religious  belief  he 
holds  to  the  Ba])tist  faith,  being  a member  of  the 
West  Greenwich  Baptist  Church,  and  Airs.  Par- 
ker and  the  eldest  daughter  are  members  of  the 
Park  Place  Baptist  Church  at  Pawtucket. 

Air.  Parker  married  Caroline  D.  Wood,  who 
was  born  in  West  Greenwich,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than N.  and  Caroline  A.  (Greene)  Wood.  Jona- 
than N.  Wood,  father  of  Mrs.  Parker,  is  a resi- 
dent of  Hebron,  Conn.  He  is  a son  of  Squire 
Greene  and  Amy  E.  (Nichols)  Wood,  and  grand- 
son of  Alajor  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson) 
Nichols.  Jonathan  Nichols  was  a major  in  the 
Revolutionary  service.  Caleb  Wood,  father  of 
Squire  Greene,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier ; he 
married  Huldah  Greene.  Thomas  Wood,  father 
of  Caleb,  also  a Revolutionary  soldier,  lived  to  be 
over  one  hundred  years  of  age. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Air. 
and  Airs.  Caleb  B.  Parker:  (i)  Lula  P.  was  edu- 
cated in  Coles’  Classical  School  and  Aliss  Bowen’s 
select  school.  (2)  Calvin  AI.  attended  the  Bryant 
& Stratton  Business  College,  spent  two  years  at 
Tufts  College,  and  later  entered  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College,  from  which  latter  institution  he 
graduated  in  1902.  One  year  later  he  located  at 
Valley  Palis,  where  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
practice.  He  married  Aliss  Almina  Louise  Clark, 
daughter  of  John  Clark,  town  clerk  of  Cumberland, 
and  has  one  child,  Shelton  Clark.  (3)  Caroline  D. 
is  attending  the  Aloses  Brown  school,  as  a member 
of  the  class  of  1908. 

CYRUS  H.  PECKHAAI,  who  died  in  New- 
port, Sept.  I,  1906,  was  for  fifty  years  a successful 
contractor  and  builder  in  that  city,  and  he  stood  as 
a brilliant  exponent  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
in  this  country  by  men  who,  lacking  capital,  have 
yet  the  more  valuable  assets  of  ability  and  ambi- 
tion. Air.  Peckham  started  life  dependent  solely 
upon  his  own  efforts,  but  his  industry  and  business 
acumen  brought  him  abundant  reward.  His  ster- 
ling qualities  of  character  were  a direct  inheritance 
from  his  early  ancestors  of  Colonial  days,  for  his 
name  is  one  which  dates  back  to  the  original  set- 
tlement of  Newport. 

(I)  John  Peckham,  the  progenitor  of  the  New- 
port Peckhams,  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  town  in 
1638,  and  was  made  a freeman  in  1641,  and  in 
1648  he  was  one  of  ten  male  members  in  full  com- 
munion of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church.  His  wife. 
Alary  Clark,  is  credited  with  being  a sister  of  Rev. 
John  Clark,  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  Boston, 
Alass.,  and  Newport,  R.  I.,  who  was  intimately 
associated  with  Roger  Williams.  He  was  pastor 
of  the  Eirst  Church  in  1644,  and  subsequentlv  of 
the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  He  was  im- 
prisoned for  his  religious  opinions  and  Baptist 
tenets  in  1651:  was  a deputy,  1664.  1671;  and 
deputy-governor  from  1669-1672.  Air.  Peckham 
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resided  in  that  part  of  Newport  which  afterward 
became  IMiddletown.  He  died  in  1681,  and  his 
wife,  Mary,  died  in  1648.  His  children  were:  John, 
William,  Stephen,  Thomas,  Clement,  James,  Sarah, 
Rebecca,  Deborah,  Phebe  and  Elizabeth. 

(11)  Rev.  William  Peckdiam,  born  in  1647, 
a resident  of  Newport.  He  married  (first)  Sus- 
anna (or  Elizabeth),  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Clarke  and  niece  of  John  Clarke,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren, born  as  follows : Wfilliam,  Aug.  30,  1675 ; 
Samuel;  Mary;  Phoebe;  and  Deborah.  His  sec- 
ond wife,  by  whom  there  were  no  children,  was 
I’hoebe,  daughter  of  William  Weeden.  Mr.  Peck- 
ham  was  chosen  a deputy  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1696  and  1698, 'and  his  name  is  among  those  to 
whom  were  given,  July  17,  1702,  a share  in  the 
proprietors’  land,  his  allotment  being  eighteen 
acres.  He  became  the  fourth  pastor  of  the  First 
Paptist  Church  of  Newport,  and  his  ordination, 
Nov.  15,  1711,  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  in 
that  denomination  on  the  continent.  He  died  in 
1734,  his  will  being  proved  July  3d  of  that  year, 
while  his  widow,  who  died  in  Middletown,  R.  1., 
survived  him  until  1745. 

(HI)  Samuel  Peckham  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Weeden,  and  settled 
in  Middletown,  where  he  died  in  1757.  Their 
children  were  born  as  follows:  Phebe,  born  June 
21,  1715;  Elizabeth,  Eeb.  6,  1717;  Samuel,  Oct.  7, 
1719;  James,  Nov.  13,  1721;  (Mary,  April  13,  1723; 
Ereelove,  Dec.  30,  1725  ; and  William,  1727. 

(I\’)  William  Peckham  \vas  married  Oct.  5, 
1758,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joshua  Peckham. 
They  resided  in  Aliddletown  and  reared  the  fol- 
lowing family:  Joshua,  born  June  18,  1759;  Au- 
gustus, Jan.  6,  1761  ; Felix;  William;  William  (2)  ; 
and  Gideon,  1782. 

(V)  Joshua  Peckham  was  born  in  [Middletown, 
R.  I.,  and  there  passed  his  entire  life,  reaching 
an  advanced  age.  He  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  and  his  wife, 
Rebecca  (Horswell)  Peckham,  had  eleven  children, 
six  boys  and  five  girls — Thomas,  Philip,  Joshua, 
Timothy,  John,  William,  Ruth,  Mary,  Martha,  Re- 
becca and  Sarah. 

( \T)  Philip  Peckham  was  a native  of  Middle- 
town.  He  was  brought  up  on  a farm  and  con- 
tinued to  follow'  the  farmer’s  calling  all  -his  life. 
A man  of  the  most  rugged  health  and  of  tireless 
industry,  it  was  said  of  him  that  in  his  j)rime  he 
could  do  as  much  work  as  five  ordinary  men.  His 
farming  interests  became  very  extensive  and  he 
dirccte(l  them  personally  until  about  five  years  be- 
fore his  death,  when  he  was  stricken  with  numb 
palsy.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  He  never  sought  public  life,  but  was  a 
stanch  Whig.  A member  of  the  Paptist  Church 
for  long  years  he  sang  in  the  choir  of  the  Newport 
Church,  and  rarely,  indeed,  missed  a service.  His 
was  a genial  and  kindly  nature,  and  he  enjoyed  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1846. 


Philip  Peckham’s  wife  was  Patience  Peckham, 
like  him  a native  of  [Middletown.  She  lived  to 
the  .extreme  age  of  ninety-five  years,  dying  in  New'- 
port  in  1877.  Df  their  nine  children,  (i)  William 
died  in  Middletown,  aged  eighty-tw'O.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Ann  Parker  and  made  farming  his 
occupation.  (2)  Cyrus  was  drowned  at  the  age  of 
six.  (3)  Philip,  Jr.,  a farmer,  married  Miss  Sarah 
Mason,  and  died  in  Newport  in  1882,  aged  sixty- 
five.  (4)  Frederick,  a farmer  in  Middletowm,  died 
there.  His  wife  was  Miss  Cynthia  Ann  Parker. 
(5)  Lydia  married  Henry  Parker,  of  Middletown, 
and  she  died  in  Newport  in  1893.  (6)  Margaret 

married  Robert  Coggeshall,  also  of  Middletow'ii, 
where  both  died.  (7)  Harriet  married  Edward 
Thurston,  of  that  same  town.  (8)  Laura,  who  re- 
sides in  Providence,  bright  and  active  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two,  is  the  widow  of  Penjamin  Sayer,  of 
Newport.  (9)  Cyrus  Horswell. 

(VH)  Cyrus  Horswell  Peckham  was  born  Dec. 
5,  1827,  in  Middletown,  and  he  receive-d  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  school  and  going  to  Provi- 
dence served  an  apprenticeship  of  over  two  years 
with  John  Ladd,  a carpenter.  After  leaving  Mr. 
Ladd  he  continued  to  work  at  that  trade  as  a jour- 
neyman for  several  years,  but  in  1853,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  a contractor  and  builder,  and  for  more 
than  fifty  years  had  been  so  engaged  in  Newport. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest  man  in 
the  business  there  both  in  age  and  length  of  service, 
and  many  of  the  beautiful  summer  homes,  as  well 
as  handsome  business  blocks,  attest  the  high  char- 
acter of  his  work.  Mr.  Peckham  practically  retired 
from  an  active  career  several  years  before  his 
death,  and  enjoyed  the  competence  he  had  amassed 
by  his  business  efforts  and  his  successful  invest- 
ments. 

In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  but  had  never 
played  an  active  part  in  public  life. 

In  the  fall  of  1847  Peckham  led  to  the 

altar  Miss  Catherine  Read  Slocum,  daughter  of 
Peter  Slocum,  of  Newport.  Their  forty-five  years 
of  happy  married  life  were  closed  by  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Peckham  in  March,  1892.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children  : ( i ) Alecia  married  Charles 
S.  Williams,  a grocer  at  Newport,  now  deceased. 
She  died  in  March,  1904,  aged  fifty-five,  leaving 
two  children.  (2)  George  B.  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  (3)  Fidelia  is  the  widow  of  Julius  Wells, 
of  Springfield,  [Mass.,  by  whom  she  had  one  son. 
(4)  Carrie  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (5) 
Henrietta  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (6)  Ma- 
tilda married  Richard  H.  Stacy,  of  Springfield, 
[Mass.,  and  has  seven  children. 

CAPT.  JOHN  M.  BROWNELL,  one  of  Ports- 
mouth’s well-known  seafaring  m>?n,  was  born 
along  the  Sakonnet  river  in  that  town  Oct.  22, 
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1853.  The  Brownells  of  Rhode  Island  have  long 
been  residents  here,  and  trace  their  descent  from 

(I)  Thomas  Brownell,  who  was  of  record  at 

I’ortsmouth  as  early  as  March,  1647.  He  was 
made  a freeman  in  1655,  was  commissioner  in  1655, 
1661,  1662  and  1663;  and  deputy  in  1664.  His 
widow  Ann  was  living  in  November,  1665.  H’^’ 

children  were : iNlary,  Sarah,  iMartha,  George, 
W illiam,  Thomas,  Robert  and  Ann. 

(II)  George  Brownell,  son  of  Thomas,  born  in 

1646,  married  Dec.  4,  1673,  Susanna  Pearce,  born 
Nov.  20,  1652,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Susanna 
(Wright)  Pearce,  and  they  were  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  1.  .Mr.  Brownell  was  deputy  in  1699  1/02, 

and  assistant  from  1706  to  1711.  He  died  April 
20,  1718.  Plis  widow  Susanna  died  Dec.  24,  1743. 
Their  children  were:  Susanna,  born  Jan.  25,  1676; 
Sarah,  Jan.  24,  1681  ; Mary,  Dec.  8,  1683;  -Martha, 
h'eb.  18.  1686;  Thomas,  June  i,  1688;  Joseph,  Dec. 
5,  1690;  Wait,  Oct.  3,  1693;  Stephen,  Dec.  3, 
1695. 

(HI)  Joseph  Brownell,  son  of  George,  born 
Dec.  5,  1690,  married  Jan.  5,  1716-17,  Ruth  Cornell, 
and  their  children  were:  George,  born  June  23, 
1718,  died  Jan.  17,  1730;  Joseph,  born  April  26, 
1720;  Thomas,  Oct.  23,  1722;  Wait,  Feb.  6, 
1724-5;  Philadelphia,  Dec.  15,  1726;  Martha, 

March  17,  1728-9;  and  George,  Sept.  27,  1736. 

(1\')  Thomas  Brownell,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Oct.  23,  1722,  married  Abigail,  and  their  children 
of  Portsmouth  town  record  were : Ruth,  born 
June  II,  1745;  Anne,  Aug.  3,  1747;  Joseph,  June 
9>  1750  Joseph  (2),  Feb.  21,  1754;  Ann,  Jan. 
9,  1757;  Benjamin,  April  23,  1759;  and  George, 
Oct.  20,  1761. 

(\')  Benjamin  Brownell,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
April  23,  1759,  married  Abigail,  and  their  children 
of  Portsmouth  town  .record  were:  Jonathan,  born 
May  23.  1786;  Thomas,  July  16,  1788;  John,  Oct. 
9,  1790;  Benjamin,  April  28,-  1793;  Ruth,  April  28, 
1785;  and  Andrea,  Feb.  12,  1798. 

(\T)  Jonathan  Brownell,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
.M3igail.  born  iMay  23,  1786,  was  a seafaring  man, 
and  followed  fishing  along  the  Labrador  coast,  and 
also  to  foreign  countries.  During  the  War  of  1812 
he  was  on  board  of  a privateer  and  was  captured 
at  Dartmouth,  and  was  taken  prisoner  with  other 
members  of  the  crew  by  the  British.  He  died  at 
Portsmouth  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Methoilist  cemetery.  His  wife  was 
a Miss  Doval. 

(\TI)  John  Sanford  Brownell,  son  of  Jona- 
than, was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Sakonnet  river 
in  the  town  of  I’oftsmonth,  and,  like  his  father, 
became  a seafaring  man.  During  his  earlier  years 
he  was  engaged  in  fishing  for  others,  but  later  he 
took  up  the  business  for  himself,  chiefly  menhaden 
fishing  and  the  manufacture  of  oil.  He  also  owned 
fishing  vessels,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  use  traps 
in  the  Sakonnet  river.  He  lived  to  the  ripe  old 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
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Portsmouth,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Methodist 
cemetery.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Methodist  Church  there,  and  was  steward  of  the 
church  for  a number  of  years.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican.  He  married  Susanna  Tallman,  daugh- 
ter of  Thales  Tallman,  and  she  died  on  the  farm, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  with  her  husband.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them : *\lbert  C.,  who  was  ac- 
cidentally shot,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  Evaline,  who  married  William  Gibbs,  and 
both  are  deceased ; Ellery  E.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years ; Cordelia,  who  married  Peter 
Cook,  and  is  deceased ; Wilson  D.,  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  now  deceased;  Almy  M., 
deceased,  who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Gnion  army 
in  the  Civil  war;  Susan,  unmarried;  John  jM. ; 
Albert  C.  (2),  who  is  a fisherman  and  ves.sel  owner 
in  Portsmouth. 

(\TH)  Capt.  John  i\I.  Brownell,  son  of  John 
Sanford,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Oct.  22, 
1853,  and  attended  school  in  Portsmouth,  and  like 
his  father  and  grandfather  answered  the  call  of 
the  sea.  He  went  to  sea  at  the  age  of  ten  years, 
and  began  menhaden  fishing  with  his  father,  a 
business  he  has  followed  for  the  past  forty  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  1875,  he  became 
master  of  the  fishing  smack  “Eunice  Cobb,”  in 
which  he  fished  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  This, 
vessel  was  owned  by  Leonard  Brightman,  of  EalL 
River.  In  1880  he  was  master  of  the  schooner 
"Whynot,”  of  which  he  was  owner,  and  in  1883  he 
was  commander  of  one  of  the  first  steamers  en- 
gaged in  the  fishing  business,  the  “Eearless,” 
owned  by  M’illiam  J.  Brightman  & Co.,  of  Tiver- 
ton, and  for  thirteen  years  he  was  its  commander. 
In  1894  Capt.  Brownell  engaged  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness at  Portsmouth,  and  now  also  deals  in  hay  and 
straw.  He  has  built  a dock  on  the  Sakonnet  river, 
this  dock  being  the  first  passenger  and  freight 
wharf  built  on  the  Portsmouth  side  of  the  Sakon- 
net river,  and  there  he  has  since  been  most  success- 
fully engaged  in  business.  In  1889  Captain 
Brownell  engaged  in  the  fishing  business  on  an 
extensive  scale  for  himself,  purchasing  the  steamer, 
“Spy,”  which  was  owned  by  Gladding  & Co.,  of 
Newport;  in  1896  he  bought  the  steamer,  “Port- 
land,” in  1903  he  purchased  the  steamer,  “Erank 
S.  Willard,”  and  his  vessels  are  now  engaged  in 
fishing  all  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Maine  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.  He  has  been  most  successful  in 
his  undertakings,  and  is  enteqirising  and  progres- 
sive. 

Captain  Brownell  is  a strong  advocate  of  tem- 
perance, and  consistently  votes  the  Prohiliition 
ticket,  having  been  the  candidate  of  that  party  for 
State  Senator  from  Portsmouth.  He  has  served  his 
town  as  special  constable,  and  proved  himself  a 
most  efficient  public  official.  He  is  a consistent  and 
devoted  member  of  the  Eriends’  Society,  and  is  lib- 
eral in  his  support  of  all  charitable  objects.  He  is 
just  and  straightforward  in  all  his  dealings  with 


2o66 


RHODE  ISLAND 


his  fcllo\\meii,  aiul  as  a citizen  enjoys  and  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him  for  his 
manv  sterling  traits  of  character.  In  Captain 
Ih-ownell  the  needv  and  less  fortunate  have  always 
found  a very  kind  and  generous  friend  and  sym- 
pathizer. 

In  1898  Capt.  Brownell  built  his  comfortable 
home  near  his  coal  business,  one  of  the  finest  in  that 
section  of  the  town.  On  Dec.  24,  1874,  he  married 
Elizabeth  IMonroe,  who  was  born  in  Portsmouth, 
Sept.  I,  i860,  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  Mon- 
roe, and  granddaughter  of  David  and  Abby  (Brown- 
ell) Monroe.  Nine  sons  have  blessed  this  union,  as 
follows;  Clarence  E.,  born  April  19,  1877,  married 
\nnie  O'Toole,  and  they  have  one  child,  John  M. 
2(1;  Adolphus  B.,  born  Aug.  19,  1878,  married 
Alary  Brazil  and  they  have  one  daughter  Elizabeth ; 
ionathan  T.,  born  Oct.  6,  1880,  married  Carrie 
Pierce,  and  has  three  children,  Stanton,  Gladys 
and  Clifton;  Herbert  G.,  born  Alarch  24,  1884,  is 
in  the  coal  business  with  his  father ; W illiam  L., 
horn  Alarch  4,  1889,  died  July  25,  1889;  Walter  H., 
born  April  19,  1891,  died  Alay  30,  1897;  Norman 
was  born  Inly  17,  1895;  Percy  Ray,  born  March  9, 
1898;  and  Henry  Hays,  born  June  14,  1900.  Cap- 
tain Brownell’s  three  oldest  sons  are  all  licensed 
pilots,  and  are  engaged  in  the  fishing  business 
with  their  father. 

CHARLES  H.  PARKER  was  born  July  ii, 
1830,  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  son  of  Pardon  and  Fannie 
Parker,  and  early  in  life  came  to  Central  Falls,  be- 
coming roadmaster  on  the  Worcester  division  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad,  be- 
tween Providence  and  Woonsocket,  a position  which 
lie  held  for  a period  covering  twenty-five  years.  He 
then  retired  from  active  life,  and  until  his  death, 
■which  occurred  in  Central  Falls,  Jan.  20,  1896,  was 
not  again  engaged  in  business.  Air.  Parker  was  a 
stanch  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  several  years  served  his  city  as  sewer 
commissioner,  although  he  w-as  not  an  office-seeker 
in  any  sense  of  the  word.  He  was  a member  of 
fenks  Lodge,  No.  24,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  of  Central 
Falls,  and  of  Holv  Sepulchre  Commandery  No.  8, 
Knights  Templar,'  of  Pawtucket,  being  very  popu- 
lar in  fraternal  and  social  organizations.  He  was 
also  identified  with  the  Lincoln  Republican  Associa- 
tion and  with  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  of 
Central  Falls.  His  disposition  was  genial,  his  sunny 
manner  and  kindly  ways  winning  for  him  many 
warm  friends,  which  he  kept  throughout  life.  Al- 
though never  having  any  children  of  his  own,  he 
was  very  fond  of  the  little  ones,  and  was  never  hap- 
pier than  when  in  their  compan}-. 

On  A lay  22,  1879,  Air.  Parker  married  Ellen 
Alaria  Fales,  daughter  of  the  late  James  G.  and 
Alaria  (Aldrich)  Fales,  of  Central  Falls. 

GEORGE  A.  HADLEY  (deceased).  The  late 
George  A.  Hadley,  whose  death  occurred  very  sud- 


denly at  his  home.  No.  520  Elmw'ood  avenue,  Provi 
deuce,  Alarch  22,  1901,  was  one  of  the  well-known 
business  men  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  that 
city. 

John  Hadley,  grandfather  of  the  late  George  A. 
Pladley,  was  born  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  which  then 
was  almost  a wilderness,  and  no  doubt  he  was  a de- 
scendant of  the  old  New  England  family  of  that 
name.  John  Hadley  became  a cabinet  maker,  and 
in  the  course  of  time  located  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
where  he  met  Lucy  Brown,  whom  he  married.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Susannah  (Arnold) 
Brown,  farming  people  and  Quakers  in  religious  be- 
lief. Shortly  after  the  marriage,  owing  to  the  poor 
health  of  his  father-in-law,  John  Hadley  assumed 
the  management  of  the  latter’s  large  farm  in  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.  He  was  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
this  farm  when  he  felt  a desire  to  visit  his  relatives 
in  Y'ork  State,  and  left  home  with  that  intention, 
and  was  never  heard  from  afterward.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  he  met  with  foul  play,  as  did  many  trav- 
elers in  that  period.  His  wife  was  left  with  five 
small  children.  She  died  in  Providence,  Aug.  4, 
1856,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  survived  by  these  chil- 
dren : James  R.,  who  located  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  a successful  business  man ; Char- 
lotte E.,  now  a venerable  widow  in  Providence,  who 
married  Frederick  Tate;  Nicholas  B.,  a very  skilled 
machinist  who  died  in  Providence;  Benjamin  H. ; 
William,  a machinist,  who  died  in  Philadelphia. 

Benjamin  Halsey  Hadley,  father  of  George  A., 
was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  L,  and  was  reared  a 
farmer  boy  and  had  very  limited  opportunities  for 
an  education.  When  only  a child  he  was  obliged 
to  enter  a cotton  mill  in  order  to  assist  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  family  with  his  meager  wages.  Later  he 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  which  he  followed 
for  a number  of  years,  and  then  went  into  business, 
becoming  identified  with  the  Alalleable  Iron  Works 
at  Branford,  Conn.,  and  latterly  was  connected  with 
the  Goodyear  Rubber  Company,  of  New  York  City. 
Still  later  he  engaged  in  association  with  his 
brother,  Nicholas,  in  a manufacturing  business,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  American  Twist  Drill  Company, 
but  the  venture  proved  unsuccessful.  He  then  be- 
came a draughtsman  for  the  American  Screw  Com- 
pany, at  Providence,  until  he  became  associated  wdth 
ins  son,  George  A.,  under  the  name  of  the  Diamond 
Emery  Wheel  Alachine  Company,  and  was  so  en- 
gaged at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec. 
30,  1884,  when  he  was  sixty-four  years  old. 

Benjamin  H.  Hadley  married  Susan  Smith, 
daughter  of  Elisha  Smith,  of  East  Douglass,  Alass. 
Airs.  Hadley  survived  her  husband  until  Dec.  30, 
1890,  dying  aged  sixty-nine  years.  Their  six  chil- 
dren were  : George  Albert ; Sarah  F.,  widow  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Ressegiue,  of  Ossining,  N.  Y. ; Charles  H., 
who  married  Eunice  Brown,  and  died  in  Providence 
in  1891  ; Benajmin  F.,  who  married  Eliza  Brown, 
and  is  a manufacturer  of  agricultural  implements  at 
Columbus,  Ohio ; Emma  S.,  who  married  George  H. 
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Chollar,  and  resides  at  Norwood,  R.  I. ; and  Lucy 
A.,  who  resides  in  Providence. 

The  late  Cleorge  Albert  Pladley  was  born  Sept. 
28,  1845,  in  Providence.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  school,  and  at  a private  school  kept  by 
Samuel  W ebb,  an  Episcopal  clergyman.  At  an 
early  age  he  entered  upon  a four  years  apprentice- 
ship to  the  machinist’s  trade  at  Providence,  and 
after  completing  it  he  joined  his  father  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  Domestic 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  becoming  a traveling 
salesman  for  them.  He  had  exclusive  charge  of  the 
selling  agencies  and  business  offices  of  that  com- 
pany throughout  New  England  and  the  East,  and 
probably  no  other  man  in  this  country  was  better 
or  more  favorably  known  in  sewing  machine  cir- 
cles. He  resigned  his  position  with  that  company 
in  1885,  and  returned  to  Providence  with  his  fa- 
ther and  Uncle  Nicholas  in  the  Diamond  Emery 
Wheel  IMachine  Company.  This  name  was  later 
changed  to  the  Diamond  Machine  Company,  and  the 
])lant  was  located  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Manufacturers  Building  on  Aborn  street.  Some 
time  after  the  death  of  Benjamin  Hadley,  the  plant 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a very  heavy  loss. 
With  characteristic  energy,  however,  he  soon  had 
erected  a fine  new  building  on  Atwells  avenue,  the 
same  now  occupied  by  the  Rogers  Screw  Company, 
and  there  he  built  up  a large  and  profitable  business 
Avhich  he  conducted  with  marked  success  until  1899. 
On  account  of  failing  health  he  disposed  of  his 
business  in  this  year  to  the  Builders  Iron  Eoundry, 
and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  Mr.  Hadley  lived 
retired. 

On  April  27,  1871,  Mr.  Hadley  was  married  to 
Charlotte  A.  Smith,  daughter  of  Truman  B.  Smith, 
of  Ansonia,  Conn.  Two  daughters  were  born  to 
them,  Helen  W’hitney  and  Georgia  Amelia.  Mr. 
Hadley  was  a Republican  in  political  belief,  but  he 
took  very  little  active  interest  in  politics.  He  was  a 
member  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30,  A.  E.  & A. 
M.  He  was  a man  of  quiet  tastes,  and  was  noted 
for  his  devotion  to  friends  and  family.  In  addition 
to  a large  property  he  left  behind  the  priceless  heri- 
tage of  an  unsullied  name  and  the  reputation  of  an 
upright,  Christian  man. 

LEWIS  ALBERT  CHAMPLIN,  chief  of  po- 
lice at  Narragansett  Pier,  R.  L,  from  1891  to  1906, 
was  born  at  Matunuck,  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
Jan.  2,  1854,  and  is  a lineal  descendant  of  Geoffry 
Champlin,  who  was  born  in  1621  and  before  1650 
located  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Samuel  Champlin,  grandfather  of  Lewis  A., 
was  a farmer  and  fisherman  and  lived  to  the  good 
old  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife  was  Prances  Bab- 
cock. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Champlin,  father  of  Lewis  A., 
was  a native  of  Matunuck,  R.  I.,  and  lived  all  his 
life  in  South  Kingstown,  where  he  was  a successful 


farmer  and  cattle  drover  and  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive and  most  ])rogressive  men  of  his  day.  He 
served  the  town  for  several  terms  as  assessor  of 
taxes.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Thomas  Jefferson  Champlin  married  (first)  Caro- 
line Allen,  daughter  of  Horatio  Allen,  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  L,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children: 
Horatio  Allen,  who  died  aged  forty-three  years; 
and  Lewis  Albert.  Mr.  Champlin  married  for  his 
second  wife  Emeline  Clarke,  and  five  children  were 
born  to  this  union : Howard,  teacher  of  drawing 
and  penmanship  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; Eliza  C.,  who 
married  Edward  C.  Champlin,  of  Narragansett 
Pier ; Joshua  G.,  of  South  Kingstown ; Maria,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio ; and  Joseph  G.,  of  South  Kings- 
town. 

Lewis  Albert  Champlin  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  school  days  at  Matunuck,  R.  I.,  and  until 
thirty  years  of  age  engaged  in  farming  and  fishing. 
In  1884  he  entered  the  United  States  Life  Saving 
Service  and  for  six  years  did  active  duty  at  the  sta- 
tion at  Narragansett  Pier.  Erom  1891  to  1906  he 
held  the  responsible  position  of  chief  of  police  at  the 
Pier.  Aside  from  his  official  duties  Mr.  Champlin 
has  always  been  greatly  interested  in  all  that  makes 
for  the  welfare  of  this  beautiful  shore  resort.  He 
is  the  owner  of  the  Rockingham  Bath  House,  and 
in  1903  built  the  new  bath  house  which  bears  his 
name.  Mr.  Champlin  is  endowed  with  the  happy 
faculty  of  not  only  making  friends,  but  of  keeping 
them.  In  social  connection  he  is  a member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

Mr.  Champlin  was  married,  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
to  Erances  Chappell,  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
and  this  union  was  blessed  by  one  daughter,  Maud 
Virginia ; she  is  now  the  wife  of  LeRoy  Palmer,  of 
Wakefield,  R.  I.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lewis  Ben- 
jamin Palmer. 

ALVA  OLNEY  PIKE.  The  Pike  family  in 
America  is  a numerous  one,  and  numbers  among  its 
men  and  women  many  prominent  in  various  walks 
of  life.  In  literature,  in  art,  in  commerce  and  in 
science,  the  name  of  Pike  has  appeared  with  honor. 
The  name  signifies  a kind  of  fish,  and  it  has  existed 
almost  since  the  creation  of  the  world  itself.  It  has 
been  variously  spelled — Spike,  Speak,  Peak  and 
Peake,  being  some  of  its  varied  spellings.  Those 
best  informed  claim  that  the  spelling  Pike  is  cor- 
rect. and  it  has  been  so  considered  by  all  descended 
from  (I)  James  Pike,  who  was  of  Charlestown  and 
Reading,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1640.  Erom  him  are 
descended  members  of  the  family  with  whom  this 
article  deals,  the  line  being  through  (H)  John, 
(HI)  Isaac,  (IV)  Isaac,  and  (V)  Thomas  Olney. 

(HI)  Isaac  Pike  was  either  killed  or  died  from 
other  cause  while  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. His  wife  was  Mary  (or  Molly)  Dixon. 

(IV)  Isaac  Pike,  son  of  Isaac  and  Molly,  was 
born  Jan.  27,  1770,  in  South  Killingly,  Conn.  He 
was  born  a mute,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  car- 
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neuter's  trade,  ^vhich  vocation  lie  followed  in  addi- 
tion to  farinin-.  His  entire  life  was  passed  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  was  born.  He  died  beb.  4, 

He  married  Rebecca  Hriggs.  born  Feb.  28  1791, 
dangbter  of  Robert  Briggs,  of  the  town  of  Foster, 
R.  t.  She  died  in  ^ larch.  1867.  Their  children 
were-  Isaac  W.  H-.  mentioned  elsewhere;  Nathan 
Staples,  born  Atig.  19.  1819.  who  married  Jane  Per- 
kins and  was  a phvsician  in  Killmgly  and  Sterling. 
Conn.,  dying  at  the  latter  place  Feb.  16.  1857; 
'I'bomas  Olney.  mentioned  below:  IMary,  born  April 
T4  1824  who  married  Erastus  Hammett,  of  Dan- 
ielson. Conn.,  and  died  April  14.  1901  : Robert  Nel- 
son. born  Hav  18.  1827.  and  died  July  14.  1828; 
Ezra  born  Feb.  7,  1830.  and  died  Dec.  4,  1820;  and 
Ceorge  W..  born  Aiig.  2.  1832.  who  married  T.atira 
Stone,  and  resided  in  South  Killingly,  Conn.,  wheie 
he  was  a prominent  school  teacher  and  civil  engi- 
neer. and  where  he  died  Aug.  12,  1900. 

(\A  Thomas  Olnev  Pike,  son  of  Isaac,  was 
l)orn  in  Killingly.  Conn..' Nov.  16.  1821.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  he  taught  school  for  several  years.  He 
was  then  located  in  New  ^ ork  for  a time,  and  in 
about  1849  came  to  ( llneyville,  where  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  ]nirstiits.  This  he  continued  for  some 
six  years  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
Some  six  vears  prior  to  his  death  he  suffered  se- 
verely from  a kick  of  a horse,  and  this  injui}  later 
resulted  in  the  disease  which  caused  his  death,  April 

1861.  He  was  tall  and  well  iiroportioned.  and 
was  highly  intelligent,  manifesting  ever  much  inter- 
est in  matters  of  public  policy.  He  was  held  in  high 
esteem.  His  wife  was  Phebe.  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  Harris,  and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Har- 
din Harris.  Their  children  were;  Eliza,  born  Nov. 

1830,  married  Walter  Scott  Colwell,  of  Spring- 
field.  Hass. ; Alva  Olney;  :Mary  Jane,  born  Oct.  24, 
1834.  married  Wdlliam  F.  King;  and  Thomas  is 
mentioned  below.  The  mother  died  July  14.  1903. 
Both  she  and  her  hu.sband  are  buried  in  Pocasset 
cemetery. 

(Vf)  Alva  Olney  Pike  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Johnston  INI  arch  29.  1852.  and  rvas  there  reared, 
b'or  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
about  1893  engaged  in  the  retail  milk  Intsiness.  in 
which  he  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  in 
whicb  he  is  still  engaged.  He  enjoys  an  extensive 
trade,  and  has  the  confidence  of  his  patrons,  sus- 
taining a reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  which 
have  l)een  chief  factors  in  his  success. 

On  Dec.  2.  1883,  IMr.  Pike  was  married  to 
.\daline  E.,  daughter  of  George  Glover  and  Sarah 
T.  Pierce,  and  granddaughter  of  Lemuel  Pierce. 
She  was  born  in  North  Scituate,  R.  T..  Feb.  28, 
1839.  IMr.  Pike  is  a member  of  Nested  Lodge.  No. 
37.  A.  F.  & iM. ; No.  i Chapter.  R.  A.  M. ; No.  i 
Council.  R.  & S.  IM. ; ^Manufacturers  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F. ; King  Philip  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  IM.,  No.  t;  and 
Narragansett  Lodge,  No.  63.  N.  E.  P.  O.  In  bis 
political  preference  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has 


never  aspired  to  nor  been  willing  to  accept  public 
office.  He  is  very  well  known  and  is  liked  by  all 
who  know  him.  Roth  he  and  iMrs.  Pike  are  mem- 
I'.ers  of  the  Pike  Family  .\ssociation. 

f^T)  Tnow.\s  PiKK,  son  of  Thomas  Olney  and 
Phebe'  ("Harris)  Pike,  was  born  in  Johnston.  R.  L, 
Feb.  13.  1839.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  assisting  on  the  home  farm.  Until  t88t  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming  in  Johnston,  and  that 
year  he  engaged  in  the  milk  business,  continuing 
same  for  two  years.  Fie  then  turned  his  energies 
toward  blacksmitbing.  which  he  followed  until  he 
established  his  present  business  in  1895  on  Plainfield 
street. 

On  Nov.  t6.  i88t.  i\Tr.  Pike  tvas  married  to 
IMiss  Sarah  F.  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Edwin  C.  and 
Catherine  ("Lawton)  Reynolds.  She  died  March  13. 
T900.  Tliis  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  fol- 
lows : (t)  Eva  L.,  born  Nov.  22,  1882.  for  the  past 

ten  years  has  been  an  assistant  in  the  office  of  the 
town  clerk  of  Johnston.  (2)  Irving  L..  born  April 
22,  1884,  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Mabel  R.  was  born 
June  29,  1883.  (4)  Lucian  T.  rvas  born  April  t8. 

1890.  (5)  Eunice  B.  was  born  June  3,  1894.  For- 

his  second  wife  IMr.  Pike  married  Jennie  L.  Hale, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Carrie  E.  (Shepherd) 
Hale,  of  North  .Attleboro.  Mass.  Mr.  Pike  is  a Re- 
■pul)lican  in  ])olitics.  and  active  in  party  work.  He 
lias  held  a nnmber  of  minor  offices,  but  is  in  no  sense 
of  the  word  an  office  seeker. 

EDWARD  WILLIAM  OPENSHAW,  an  en- 
terprising and  ])rogressive  young  business  man  of 
Newjtort,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  plumbers  of 
that  city,  was  l)orn  there  March  17,  1863,  son  of 
James  (Ipenshaw. 

James  ()]:)cns!iaw  was  of  English  Ifirth,  born  in 
Cheshire  A])ril  29,  1839,  and  was  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Esther  (Moss)  Openshaw.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  with  his  parents  when  but  a 
year  old,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  whither  his  parents 
had  come.  Leaviiig  school  when  about  fifteen  vears 
of  age,  he  soon  became  ap])renticed  to  the  plumbing 
trade  with  James  W".  Lyon  and  the  late  Joseidi  ^I. 
Lyon,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  for  about  ten 
years.  He  then  went  to  Providence,  where  he  was 
enij^loyed  for  some  time,  and  upon  returning  to 
Xewj^ort  entered  the  employ  of  Nathan  M.  Cbafee, 
who  was  then  engaged  in  the  ])lumbing  business. 
In  the  autumn  of  1863  Air.  Cbafee  sent  him  to 
Charleston,  S.  C..  to  manage  a shop  he  had  opened 
there,  to  sell  lead  pipe,  .sheet  lead.  etc.,  and  do 
plumbing  work.  In  the  meantime,  on  Feb.  10, 
t866,  Samuel  AIcAdam  was  taken  into  partner.ship 
with  Mr.  Cbafee,  under  the  firm  name  of  X.  M. 
Chafee  & Co.,  and  when  Air.  Openshaw  returned 
to  Newport  he  was  employed  by  this  firm.  In 
November,  1867,  Air.  Cbafee  died  and  Air.  AIc- 
Adam  bought  out  bis  late  partner’s  interest  in- 
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the  business,  and  on  h'elx  12,  1868,  took  i\lr.  Open- 
shaw  as  a partner,  the  firm  name  tlien  becoming 
McAdam  & ( )pensha\v.  I'his  firm  continued  suc- 
cessfully in  the  plumbing  business  until  February, 
1886.  wben  Air.  Openshaw  purchased  his  partner's 
interest  and  continued  in  the  business  until  his 
<leath,  his  shop  being  located  on  Alill  street,  near 
the  corner  of  Felham  street. 

Air.  Openshaw  was  an  industrious,  conscien- 
tious, conservative  business  man,  and,  as  the  re- 
sult of  close  application  to  his  interests,  accumu- 
lated a handsome  com])etency.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  belief,  and  served  his  ward  in 
both  branches  of  the  city  government,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  common  council  in  1890-92,  and  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  in  1894-95.  and  while  in  office 
served  as  committeeman  on  Public  Property, 
Streets  and  Highways,  Fire  Department,  Ordi- 
nances and  Water  Supply.  He  was  a member  of 
various  fraternal  and  beneficial  orders,  holding 
membership  in  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  L O. 
().  b'.,  from  1869,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  noble 
grand ; he  also  belonged  to  Aquidneck  Encamp- 
ment and  the  Rebekahs,  having  been  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  latter;  was  a member  of 
Newport  Lodge,  P.  P.  O.  E. ; of  the  Eoresters  of 
America  ; Knights  of  Honor ; Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor ; and  of  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  Sons  of 
St.  George.  In  several  of  these  organizations,  how- 
ever, his  membership  had  been  allowed  to  lapse. 

Air.  Openshaw  was  married  in  i860  to  Alar- 
garet  Kelley,  who  survived  him  until  1905.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  still 
survive:  Edward  William;  Samuel  R. ; Esther  A., 
the  wife  of  William  H.  Crowell,  of  Newport;  Ella 
F'. ; Albert  R.  H.;  James  AT,  and  Sidney  P.  James 
Openshaw  died  Alarch  23,  1902,  at  his  home  on 
Prospect  Hill  street,  Newport,  after  an  illness  ex- 
tending over  a period  of  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  had  been  obliged  to  remain  within  doors. 
He  was  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Edward  William  Openshaw  was  born  in  New- 
port, and  after  attending  the  public  schools  of  the 
city  entered  the  Rogers  high  school,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  for  one  year.  Leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  became  apprenticed 
to  the  plumber’s  trade  in  his  father’s  shop,  and 
after  serving  his  apprenticeship  continued  in  his 
father’s  employ  until  the  latter’s  last  illness,  when 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  business.  There 
he  continued  until  his  father’s  death,  three  years 
later,  and  then  one  year  longer  as  administrator 
of  his  father’s  estate.  In  1903  Air.  Openshaw  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
opening  the  plumbing  establishment  at  No.  26 
Pellevue  avenue,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
conducted,  building  up  a steadily  increasing  busi- 
ness, and  employing  six  first-class  plumbers. 

In  political  matters  Air.  Openshaw  is  a Repub- 
lican, though  neutral  in  town  affairs.  In  1906,  at 
the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter  granted 


the  city  of  Newport,  Air.  Openshaw  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  representative  council  from  the 
b'ourth  ward  for  the  two-year  term.  He  is  a di- 
rector in  the  Newport  Realty  Company,  a director 
in  the  lUiilders’  and  Alerchants’  Exchange,  and  a 
member  of  the  city  board  of  examining  jilumbers. 
Air.  Openshaw  attends  the  Enimanuel  Episcojial 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a member,  and  to 
which  he  gives  liberal  support. 

Air.  Openshaw  was  married  Sept.  26,  1886,  to 
Katherine  Gyer,  daughter  of  Jacob  Gyer,  of  Rich- 
field Springs,  N.  Y.  Air.  Openshaw  is  achieving 
success  in  his  chosen  line  through  strict  adherence 
to  business-like  principles. 

IIURDICK.  The  late  Charles  Henry  Rurdick, 
who  was  one  of  Newport's  leading  and  influential 
citizens,  was  a member  of  the  old  Rhode  Island 
Rurdick  family,  which  has  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  Colony  and  the  Commonwealth,  re- 
spectively, for  250  and  more  years.  * 

Robert  Rurdick.  the  progenitor  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Rurdicks,  is  first  of  record  at  Newport,  when 
baptized  there,  Nov.  19,  1652.  His  marriage  to 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Tacy  (Cooper) 
Hubbard,  occurred  Nov.  2.  1655.  He  became  a 
freeman  of  the  Colony  at  Newport  in  1656,  but 
removed  to  W esterly  before  1661.  His  name  was 
in  a list  of  inhabitants  there  in  1669,  and  he  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1671.  His  service  as  dep- 
ute in  1680,  1683  and  1685  is  an  evidence  of  his 
standing  and  capability.  His  death  occurred  in 
1692,  his  wife  dying  the  year  before.  Their  ten 
children  were  : Robert,  of  Westerly,  married  Dor- 
cas Lewis ; a son,  whose  name  is  unknown,  died  in 
1683;  Hubbard  married  Hannah  Alaxson,  and  was 
of  W'esterly  and  Hopkinton  : Thomas,  of  Westerly, 
married  (first)  Alartha,  and  (second)  I’enelope 
Rhodes;  Naomi  married  Jonathan  Rogers;  Ruth 
married  John  Phillips;  Renjamin,  of  Westerly, 
married  (first)  Alary,  and  (second)  Airs.  Jane 
Shelley,  a widow : Samuel,  of  Westerly,  married 
Alary;  Tacy  married  Joseph  Alaxson;  Deborah 
married  Joseph  Crandall.  The  name  has  been  per- 
jietuated  through  Hubbard,  Renjamin  and  Samuel 
Rurdick.  Of  these, 

Renjamin  Rurdick  was  a deacon  in  the  Seventh 
Day  Raptist  Church,  and  from  the  records  of  the  old 
Rockville  Church  of  that  denomination  it  is  evident 
that  many  of  the  descendants  of  the  settler  contin- 
ued in  the  faith  ; many,  too,  held  membership  in  the 
ancient  and  interesting  old  Sabbatarian  Church.  In 
this  connection  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  from  the 
Hopkinton  branch  of  this  old  Westerly  family  came 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  ])opular  men  in  the  min- 
istry of  his  day  in  Rhode  Island.  Reference  is 
made  to  I^ev.  John  S.  Rurdick,  born  in  that  part  of 
Westerly  that  became  Hopkinton.  in  1732,  son  of 
Samuel  H.  Rurdick.  He  was  chosen  a deacon  in 
the  Sabbatarian  Church  there  in  1774:  became  an 
elder,  and  in  1793  ordained  pastor.  Elder  Rur- 
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dick  has  the  reputation  of  having  been  an  able,  elo- 
cpient,  faithful  minister,  loved  and  venerated  by  his 
people.  He  had  received  into  the  church  in  one 
year  upward  of  two  hundred  people,  and  assisted  in 
Establishing  a number  of  churches. 

A glance  over  the  records  of  the  Colony  and 
State  shows  that  persons  of  the  Burdick  name  have 
from  the  start  to  the  present  been  intrusted  with 
public  offices  of  trust  and  honor  in  their  communi- 
ties and  towns,  and  that  the  name  has  been  con- 
tinually worthily  borne.  In  the  old  town  of  New- 
port, the  first  home  of  the  family,  have  dwelt 
through  the  last  century  in  turn  several  generations 
of  Burdicks  who  have  been  among  that  city’s  rep- 
resentative people,  men  of  position  and  substance. 
In  the  earlier  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  here 
were  the  families  of  James  and  Catherine  Burdick; 
of  Lawton  and  i\Iary  Burdick ; of  Jonathan  and  Su- 
sannah Burdick ; of  Billings  Burdick ; and  those  of 
Jesse  and  wife  Freeborn;  of  Benjamin  and  ]\Iarcy, 
and  of  Rev*  Henry  Burdick — all  of  whom  at  one 
time  or  another  held  a connection  with  the  old  Sab- 
batarian Church,  as  did  also  Clarke  Burdick  and 
wife  Lydia,  and  Daniel  and  Rachel  and  Catherine, 
and  Charles  and  Adam,  and  Enos  and  Polly,  and 
Ichabod,  and  many  others ; while  in  more  recent 
years  at  Newport  were  the  late  Charles  Clarke  and 
Hon.  Charles  Henry  Burdick. 

Charles  Clarke  Burdick  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L, 

. on  the  farm  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Burdick  family  from  Revolutionary  times.  He  was 
known  as  a “jack  of  all  trades,”  being  a carpenter, 
dentist  and  farmer,  and  also,  while  in  Hopkinton, 
conducted  a singing  school,  likewise  serving  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Mr.  Burdick  married  Almira  Coon,  who  also  died 
in  Hopkinton,  and  their  children  were : Almira 
Frances,  who  died  aged  fifteen  years;  Martha  Ann, 
who  married  James  Jefferson  Essex ; Mary  Emma, 
who  married  (first)  Nicholas  W.  Marsh  and  (sec- 
ond) Andrew  J.  Foster,  of  Stonington,  Conn. ; 
Caroline,  who  married  Abram  Thomas,  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass. ; Charles  Henry,  mentioned  further 
on ; Edmund  S.,  who  died  aged  twenty-two  years ; 
and  Albert,  a farmer,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war. 

Charles  Henry  Burdick  was  born  June  29, 
1828,  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  He  attended 
school  in  Westerly  and  later  in  Newport,  to  which 
latter  point  he  removed  when  quite  young.  While 
yet  a lad  he  went  to  Providence  to  learn  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  and,  completing  his  apprenticeship  at  the 
time  when  the  gold  fever  was  at  its  height,  he  joined 
a party  to  California,  where  he  spent  some  time  in 
the  diggings,  suffering  all  of  the  hardships  incident 
to  a miner’s  life.  Returning  to  Newport,  he  re- 
sumed work  at  his  trade  and  formed  a co-partner- 
ship with  the  late  William  S.  Cranston,  of  New- 
port, who  was  of  the  same  age,  and  who  was  a fel- 
low aiiprcntice  with  him.  Ffir  manv  years  Crans- 


ton & Burdick  was  the  leading  firm  of  contractors 
and  builders  here.  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
about  twenty  years  prior  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Bur- 
dick, who  thereafter  carried  on  the  business  alone 
for  a time,  then  associating  with  him  his  two  sons, 
under  the  firm  name  of  C.  H.  Burdick  & Sons. 

(Mr.  Burdick  always  had  a strong  affection  for 
his  adopted  city  and  always  took  a deep  interest  in 
its  affairs. , He  was  a member  of  the  Newport 
school  committee  from  1866  to  1882,  and  one  of 
the  board  of  assessors  of  the  city  from  1868  to  1882, 
being  chairman  of  the  latter  for  three  years.  He 
represented  the  Eifth  ward  on  the  board  of  aider- 
men  from  1888  to  1891,  inclusive,  during  the  two 
last  years  of  that  period  being  president  of  the 
board.  During  his  four  years  as  member  of  the 
city  council  he  served  on  nearly  all  the  important 
committees,  and  was  chairman  on  the  committee  on 
Street  Lights  in  1891.  He  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  in  1891  and  re-elected,  serving  until  1894, 
when  he  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  served  only  one  year  in  the  Lower  House,  being 
in  1895  again  elected  to  the  Senate,  of  which  body  he 
was  a member  at  the  time  of  his  death.  During  his 
membership  in  the  General  Assembly  he  served  on 
many  important  committees,  including  Finance, 
Militia  and  Accounts  and  Claims,  and  on  numer- 
ous commissions,  including  that  which  constructed 
the  State  Armory  in  Newport.  He  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  associates,  both  as  a man  and  as  a 
counselor. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  a member  of  the  Newport 
Business  iMen’s  Association,  and  chairman  of  its 
nominating  committee.  He  was  a past  grand  of 
Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.  The 
“Rhode  Island  Manual,”  1895-96,  says:  “Charles 
H.  Burdick,  Senator  from  Newport,  was  for  eight- 
een years  a member  of  the  school  board,  for  twelve 
years  one  of  the  board  of  assessors,  and  for  four 
years  on  the  board  of  aldermen.” 

Mr.  Burdick  married  Amanda  Wellman,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Wellman,  and 
she  died  in  Newport,  March  16,  1892.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Ella  Erances,  who  married  George 
Henry  Grant,  of  Providence,  has  one  daughter, 
Bessie  Amanda  Grant ; Edmund  S.  is  mentioned 
further  on ; Carrie  Amanda  married  George  W. 
Underwood,  of  Newport,  by  whom  she  has  had 
three  children,  Charles  A.,  LeRoy  W.  and  Gladys  L. 
Underwood ; Emma  Elorence,  who  is  unmarried,  re- 
sides at  home ; Arthur  Goff  is  mentioned  further  on. 

Edmund  Stillman  Burdick,  son  of  the  late 
Charles  H.  Burdick,  was  born  in  Newport  Jan.  13, 
1861,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
city,  supplementing  this  training  by  three  years  at 
the  Rogers  high  school.  Leaving  the  latter  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  Mr.  Burdick  took  up  the 
carpenter’s  trade  with  his  father,  with  whom  he 
continued  until  1890,  when  he  became  a partner  in 
the  firm  of  Charles  H.  Burdick  & Sons.  Since  the 
death  of  his  father  Mr.  Burdick  and  his  brother, 
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Arthur  G.,  have  continued  the  business.  i\Ir.  Cur- 
dick  is  a member  of  several  fraternal  organizations, 
holding-  membership  in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  which  he  has  served  as  senior  deacon; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; DeBlois  Coun- 
cil, No.  5,  R.  & S.  M.;  Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  Knights  Templar,  and  Palestine  Temple,  Or- 
der of  Mystic  Shrine,  Providence.  In  political  faith 
he  is  a Republican. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  married  Oct.  20,  1888,  to  Eva 
Lillian  Wood,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wood,  of  New- 
port. They  have  no  children. 

.Arthur  Goff  Burdick,  son  of  the  late  Charles 
H.  Burdick,  was  born  Nov.  20,  1867,  in  Newport, 
and  received  his  education  in  his  native  city.  Leav- 
ing school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  take  up 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  he  was  ad- 
mitted a member  of  tbe  firm  of  C.  H.  Burdick  & 
Sons  in  1890.  As  before  stated,  he  and  his  brother 
Edmund  S.  are  conducting  the  business  established 
by  tbeir  father.  Arthur  G.  Burdick  is  a member  of 
Weenat  Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men.  In  political  faith  he  is  a Republican.  He 
and  -his  wife  are  members  of  Emmanuel  Episcopal 
Church. 

Arthur  G.  Burdick  was  married  Oct.  27,  1897, 
to  Jennie  Bainbridge  Alderson,  daughter  of  John 
Alderson,  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
lx)rn  two  children : Charles  Alderson  and  Arthur 
Edmund  Burdick. 

JASON  PERRY  HAZARD,  now  living  retired 
at  East  Providence,  was  for  over  a half  century  one 
of  the  leading  and  most  influential  citizens  of  the 
town  of  West  Greenwich,  which  was  his  home  from 
birth  until  December,  1904,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  residence.  Air.  Hazard  is  a descendant  of 
Thomas  Hazard  in  the  eighth  generation,  his  line- 
age being  traced  back  through  Thomas  T.  (1792- 

1874),  John  (1766-1851),  Robert  (1728 ), 

Robert  (1703-1775),  Robert  ( 1718),  Robert 

(1635-1710),  and  Thomas  (1610 ). 

Robert  Hazard,  the  great-grandfather  of  Jason 
P.,  born  Sept.  19,  1728,  was  married  Dec.  13,  1753, 
to  Alice  Thomas.  Their  children  were;  Martha, 
born  Feb.  27,  1755;  Ruth,  Feb.  26,  1759;  Abigail, 
Jan.  4,  1762  (who  married  Jared  Bailey)  ; and 
John,  1766. 

John  Hazard,  born  in  1766,  died  in  1851.  He 
married  and  became  the  father  of  the  following 
children;  Alice,  born  Aug.  2,  1788,  married  Jason 
P.  Stone,  and  died  Alarch  19,  1879;  Robert,  born 
June  26,  1790,  married  Amey,  daughter  of  Gov.  Jef- 
frey Hazard,  and  died  March  21,  1817:  Thomas  Til- 
linghast,  born  Alarch  2.  1792;  Mary,  born  Alay  ir, 
1794.  died  May  3,  1815,  unmarried:  Phebe  Theo- 
dosia, born  Nov.  2,  1796,  married  Easton  Lewis, 
and  resided  in  Coventry. 

Hon.  Thomas  Tillinghast  Hazard,  father  of  Ja- 
son P..  was  one  of  the  well  known  and  leading  men 
of  Rhode  Island  in  his  dav.  He  was  born  Alarch 


2,  1792,  and  received  practically  no  educational  ad- 
vantages, but  he  was. a man  of  a great  deal  of  na- 
tive alnlity  and  by  study  and  observation  became 
very  well  informed.  After  marriage  Mr.  Hazard 
located  on  the  farm  in  the  extreme  western  portion 
of  the  town  of  M'est  Greenwich,  and  there  resided 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock  dealer,  in  which  lines  he  became  cpiite 
successful.  He  used  to  go  into  Eastern  Connecti- 
cut to  purchase  sheep  and  cattle,  bring  them  to  his 
farm  and  there  dispose  of  them.  He  also  operated 
a saw  and  grist  mill  in  addition  to  his  other  busi- 
ness, and  the  locality.  Hazard’s  Mills,  derived  its 
name  from  the  location  of  his  mills  there.  He  was 
continually  adding  to  his  acreage,  so  that  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  largest  land 
holders  of  Kent  county.  He  remained  active  until 
a short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug. 
2,  1874,  and  he  was  buried  in  a private  cemetery 
on  Escoheag  Hill,  near  his  late  home. 

In  politics  Thomas  T.  Hazard  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  was  one  of  the  most  influential  men 
in  the  workings  of  the  party  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  chosen  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  General 
Assembly  for  thirty-two  consecutive  terms,  and  also 
held  a few  of  the  minor  offices  in  West  Greenwich. 
He  several  times  declined  the  Democratic  nomina- 
tion for  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  also  the 
nomination  for  Congressman,  because  he  felt  he 
was  not  fitted  by  education  to  accept  them.  Physically 
he  was  a man  of  about  six  feet  in  height,  weighed 
about  180  pounds  and  possessed  great  strength.  He 
was  gifted  with  a strong  force  of  character  that 
brought  him  success  in  almost  anything  he  under- 
took. He  was  strictly  honest,  and  he  despised  un- 
derhanded methods  of  any  kind.  Plain  and  out- 
spoken his  position  or  views  on  any  question  were 
easily  understood.  He  became  a member  of  the 
West  Greenwich  Baptist  Church,  and  was  one  of 
its  most  liberal  contributors  and  leading  members. 

On  Dec.  8.  1818.  Air.  Hazard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Esther  Lynda  Tillinghast,  born 
Dec.  II,  1798,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alary  (or 
Polly)  (Ca.sey)  Tillinghast.  Airs.  Hazard  died  on 
Nov.  5.  1865.  The  children  born  to  them  numbered 
three:  (i)  Jason  Perry  was  born  Feb.  21,  1823. 
(2)  Robert  Jeremiah,  born  Aug.  i,  1826,  went  to 
California  when  a young  man,  and  later  to  Austra- 
lia, finally  returning  to  California.  He  resides  in 
San  Luis  Obispo  county,  where  he  is  a successful 
farmer  and  fruit  grower.  He  married  a California 
lady,  now  deceased,  and  has  five  children.  (3)  Al- 
exander Stewart,  born  Jan.  25,  1836,  has  been  a 
resident  of  California  since  early  manhood.  He 
lives  in  San  Luis  Obispo  county,  and  is  a wealthy 
stock  dealer  and  raiser.  He  married  Elizabeth 
York,  and  they  had  six  children. 

Jason  Perry  Hazard  was  born  on  the  homestead 
above  mentioned,  and  was  reared  to  the  hard  work 
of  the  farm.  He  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  at  a private  school  kept  at  Kansas 
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Cit\-  in  the  town  of  Plainfield.  Conn.,  presided  over 
l)v  Andrew  Cutler.  Soon  after  leaving-  school  he 
assumed  charge  of  the  mills  on  his  father's  farm 
and  later,  as  his  father  grew  older,  he  took  the  en- 
tire management  of  the  farm  and  mills.  In  his  saw 
mill  he  intr(xluced  the  first  circular  saw  in  Western 
Rhode  Island. 

lason  P.  Hazard  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
])urchased  the  interests  of  his  brothers  in  the  farm 
and  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  bought  a tract  of  land  and  cleared  it  ofif, 
getting  out  ship  timber,  shingles  and  nail  keg  staves. 
In  this  wav  he  became  the  owner  of  more  land  so 
that  at  this  time  he  owns  about  2.000  acres  located 
in  Rhode  Island  and  the  adjoining  State  of  Con- 
necticut. Hr.  Hazard  also  manufactured  a great 
deal  of  excelsior.  He  resided  on  the  farm  where 
he  was  born  until  December,  1904,  when,  because 
of  advancing  age.  he  rented  his  mills  and  a j^art  of 
his  farm,  and  removed  to  Xo.  332  Taunton  avenue. 
Past  Providence,  R.  T..  and  now  lives  retired. 

Mr.  Hazard  is  a strong  Democrat.  He  served 
two  years  as  a representative  to  the  CeneraPAs- 
semblv.  and  another  two  vears  as  jmesident  of  the 
town  council  of  West  Creenwich.  In  1869  he  be- 
came a member  of  Charity  Lodge,  Xo.  23,  A.  1'.  & A. 
i\l..  at  Hoj)e  X'alley.  His  first  church  affiliations  were 
with  the  Paptist  Church  at  West  Creenwich  but 
later  he  became  a member  of  the  Advent  Church. 
Plr.  Hazard  during  his  residence  at  West  Greenwich 
was  a very  influential  man,  and  was  always  fore- 
most m every  movement  to  further  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  town. 

( )n  March  15,  1847,  Jason  P.  Hazard  was  united 
in  marriage  with  i\liss  Petsey  M.  Lewis,  born  June 
27.  1822.  a native  of  Lxeter,  R.  L,  and  a flaughter 
of  loses  and  M'ealthy  ( Tillinghast)  I.ewis.  Six 
children  have  been  l)orn  to  them  : (T  ) Thomas  T., 
horn  May  12.  1848,  died  Aug.  19,  1871.  (2)  Duty  J., 
])orn  June  23,  1850.  died  Aug.  6,  1857.  (3)  Ste])hen 
A.,  born  ( )ct.  20,  1852,  is  a clerk  in  the  employ  of 
the  Xew  York.  Xew  Haven  & Hartford  Rail- 
road. He  was  married  Dec.  ii,  1879,  to  INliss  Per- 
tha  Sprague,  and  they  have  had  chilclren : Alice  M., 
George  J.  (a  civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
government).  IMarv  L.,  and  John  C.  (who  died  in 
infancy).  (4)  Alice,  born  .Sept.  29,  1854,  married 
Amos  Sprague,  and  died  Xov.  7,  t878.  (5) 

Charles  .S..  born  Jan.  12,  1860,  occupies  a respon- 
sible position  in  Cla])p's  Ammonia  Works  at 
Pawtucket.  He  was  married  Sept.  14.  1886.  to 
Lucy  R.,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  E. 
Maine,  of  \Mhmtown.  Conn.  She  died  Dec.  22, 
1906,  in  her  forty-second  year,  the  mother  of  Pyron 
L.,  Pessie  M.,  Lois  E.  (who  died  in  infancy),  S. 
Gertrude,  Charles  M.  and  Robert  J.  (6)  Cleorge 
P..  horn  ( )ct.  14.  1861,  was  married  to  Hattie  M. 
.\lhro.  and  has  one  daughter,  ^'irginia  Yk  He  is 
the  well  known  confectioner  at  Providence,  owning 
the  .Anderson  stores  in  the  Arcade  and  on  W'est- 
minster  street. 


The  married  life  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Jason  P.  Haz- 
ard covers  a period  of  over  sixty  years.  They  are 
a remarkably  well  preserved  couple,  retaining  every 
faculty  to  a marked  degree.  Surrounded  as  they 
are  by  their  children  and  grandchildren  they  are 
most  pleasantly  spending  the  evening  of  their  lives, 
universally  esteemed  and  enjoying  a wide  circle  of 
warm  friends. 

ROUNDS.  The  old  Alassachusetts  town  of 
Rehoboth  and  its  vicinity  has  been  the  home  for 
])erhaps  two  hundred  years  of  the  Round  or 
Rounds  family,  the  vital"  statistics  of  that  town  be- 
ginning with  the  family  of  Richard  and  Ann 
Round,  which  comprised  children  as  follows : Amv, 
born  June  10,  1702;  Anne,  I'eb.  6,  1704-05;  Rich- 
ard, Alarch  2,  1706-07;  Hannah,  Jan.  29,  1710-11; 
Joanna.  April  23.  1713;  and  Thomas,  July  10, 
1720. 

In  A lay,  1757,  John  Round,  an  inhabitant  of 
Scituate,  R.  1.,  and  in  Alay,  lytxD,  Robert  Round, 
an  inhabitant  of  Providence,  were  admitted  free- 
men of  the  Colony,  and  the  vital  records  of  the 
family  begin  a])proximately  at  this  time  in  the  town 
of  Scituate.  Elder  Richard  Round  of  Rehoboth 
married  Alarch  29,  1757,  Rosamond  Salisbury  of 
.Scituate,  and  a few  years  later  the  marriages  of 
James  and  George  Round  are  of  Scituate  town 
record.  Then  still  later  was  married  in  that  town, 
in  1781,  Levi  Round,  son  of  Peleg,  to  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Philemon  Hines;  and  in  the  adjoining- 
town  of  Poster  were  married,  in  1781  and  1782, 
John  and  .Simton  Round,  also  .sons  of  Peleg,  to 
-Alice  or  Alee,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Hopkins,  and 
Nancy,  daughter  of  Constant  Weaver,  respectively. 

.Simeon  Rounds  was  born  Xov.  19,  1763.  He 
resided  in  the  town  of  Poster,  where  and  in  the 
town  of  Scituate  earlier  members  of  the  Rounds 
family  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  Simeon  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Xanev 
Weaver,  who  was  born  Oct.  16,  1761,  and  died 
.April  9,  1851.  He  died  .April  8.  1840.  They  had 
at  least  two  sons,  Peleg  and  Constant,  to  whom 
his  proi)erty  descended. 

Constant  Rounds,  son  of  Simeon,  was  born 
Alarch  26,  1785,  and  his  wife  Alary,  daughter  of 
.Stephen  Davis,  of  Poster,  was  Ix^rn  Dec.  6,  1784. 
d'heir  children  were  born  as  follows : William,  Oct. 
17,  1805  (died  unmarried)  ; Robert,  X^ov.  9,  1807 
(married  Alargaret  Whii)ple)  ; .Alvah,  N^ov.  20, 
i8o(j  (married  Alary  .Arnold)  ; Polly,  Xov.  i,  1811 
(married  Joshua  .Angell  ) : Pet.sey,  Oct.  3,  1813 
(married  .Anthony  Potter);  Nancy,  Leb.  12.  1815 
(married  Ray  Prayton)  ; Rebecca,  Dec.  28,  1817 
(died  young)  ; Simeon,  Jan.  20.  1819  (died 

young)  ; Alahala,  Leh.  15,  1820  (died  young)  ; 
George.  Alay  3.  1823;  .Abhy,  Alay  17,  1827  (died 
young)  ; James.  .Aug.  20.  1829;  Caroline,  .April  to, 
1833  (married  David  Powen). 

Peleg  Rounds,  brother  of  Constant,  born  X’ov. 
9,  1797,  in  I'oster,  R.  I.,  married  Dorcas  Davis, 
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sister  of  the  wife  of  his  brother  Constant.  She 
was  born  July  25,  1798.  Their  children  were: 
Cyrus,  of  whom  mention  is  made  farther  on ; 
Vashti,  who  became  the  wife  of  Elder  Nelson 
Luther;  Phebe,  who  married  (first)  Alpheus  Wat- 
son and  (second)  I.  N.  Kibhey ; Julia,  who  married 
Julward  Stone  and  was  the  mother  of  Charles 
Stone,  of  Foster,  R.  I. ; Celinda,  who  married 
Lewis  A.  Rounds,  son  of  Ceorge,  and  was  the 
mother  of  John  (a  resident  of  Clayville,  R.  1.), 
Salvina  (iMrs.  George  Armstrong,  of  Providence), 
William  (of  Clayville),  Cieorge  (of  h'oster,  R.  1.), 
and  Sissimon  (of  Rockland.  R.  I.)  ; Lewis,  who 
married  ]Mary  Olney ; Armanda,  who  married 
Henry  Rounds,  son  of  William,  and  had  one  child 
that  is  living,  Wrs.  George  Kennedy,  of  Richmond, 
R.  I.;  Amy,  who  married  Hugh  Pray  (they  had  no 
children)  ; and  Albert,  who  died  young. 

The  brothers  Constant  and  Peleg  Rounds  were 
exact  opposites  in  temperament  and  physical  charac- 
teristics— Constant  cjuiet.  unassuming,  retiring, 
modest,  and  Peleg  active,  bold,  outspoken,  zealous 
and  of  inflammable  temper.  Both,  however,  were 
highly  industrious,  provident,  good  farmers,  good 
neighbors,  and  held  in  high  esteem.  Peleg  Rounds 
died  Jan.  20.  1862.  Constant  Rounds  on  Oct.  7, 
1860.  Their  wive.s..  sisters,  were  also  exact  oi)po- 
sites  in  temperament,  Dorcas,  the  wife  of  Peleg, 
being  quiet  and  sunny-tempered,  while  iMary,  wife 
of  Constant,  though  in  no  res])ect  quarrelsome, 
made  amends  by  her  aggressiveness,  independence, 
enterprise  and  quickness  of  thought  and  action 
for  whatever  her  husband  may  have  lacked  of  these 
<jualities. 

James  Rounds,  son  of  Constant,  was  horn  in 
the  town  of  h'oster  Aug.  20,  1829.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  and  fol- 
lowed them  in  adopting  the  vocation  of  farmer. 
However,  he  also  devoted  some  time  and  attention 
to  stone  masonry  and  wall  building.  His  educa- 
tion was  such  as  was  common  in  his  community, 
and  though  he  enjoyed  no  superior  advantages  he 
had  an  active  and  intelligent  mind,  became  well  read 
and  familiar  with  the  topics  of  the  day,  and  by  his 
([uick  and  retentive  memory  acquired  a substantial 
store  of  general  information.  He  was  preposses.s- 
ing  in  physical  appearance,  being  of  athletic  build 
and  quite  muscular — a little  less  than  six  feet  in 
height  and  in  his  prime  weighing  175  pounds.  His 
temperament  was  cjuiet,  yet  warm  and  genial,  and 
he  was  fond  of  his  numerous  friends  and  associates. 

man  of  deej)  religious  convictions,  he  took  an 
active  part  in  church  matters  and  was  for  some 
years  a deacon  in  the  Union  Church  at  Foster.  In 
])olitical  matters  he  held  himself  an  independent 
Democrat,  and  he  declined  to  permit  the  use  of  his 
name  in  connection  with  candidacy  for  any  office. 
He  well  merited  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
was  always  held,  and  did  not  have  an  enemy.  He 
died  March  21,  1896,  and  was  interred  in  the  family 
burying-ground  at  the  homestead. 


(9n  Jan.  3,  1855,  James  Rounds  married  .Miss 
Caroline  F.  Place,  who  was  horn  in  1836,  daughter 
of  Caleb  T.  and  .Vmey  1).  ( Hattey)  Place,  of  Scit- 
uate.  Caleb  T.  Place  was  an  old-time  blacksmith 
in  the  day  when  the  making  of  farm  tools  and  im- 
plements by  hand  was  a ])art  of  the  trade,  and  he 
was  particularly  expert  in  the  making  of  edge-tools, 
many  pieces  of  his  handicraft  being  still  in  nse  in 
various  parts  of  New  England,  where  he  jilied  his 
calling.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Pattey,  of  the  old  and  prominent  Scituate 
family.  Mrs.  Rounds  still  resides  on  the  homestead 
with  her  son  and  daughter,  occasionally  visiting  in 
Providence  and  at  other  points,  where  because  of 
her  i)leasing  personality  she  is  a welcome  guest. 
She  is  a lady  of  much  progressiveness  and  of 
strong  intellectual  power.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Rounds:  ( i)  P.yron  Fl- 
ward  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Myra  Eliza,  born 
March  4,  1867,  married  Frederick  M.  Smith  June 
23,  1896,  and  they  occupy  a part  of  the  Rounds 
homestead.  They  have  one  daughter.  Pearl  Caro- 
line, born  March  7,  1898.  (3)  Leslie  Everett, 

born  Nov.  19,  1871,  diecl  in  infancy. 

Byron  Elw.\ri)  Rou.nds  was  born  May  22. 
i8rx),  in  Scituate.  where  his  parents  were  making 
their  home  for  a brief  period.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  completed  his  education  at  Lap- 
ham  Institute,  after  which  he  became  a successful 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Foster.  Scituate  and  in  the 
State  of  ^Massachusetts.  For  some  years  iMr. 
Rounds  has  devoted  much  attention  to  general 
mechanical  repairing,  being  justly  considered  a 
mechanical  genius.  He  has  accpiired  a varied  fund 
of  learning  in  that  line,  and  possesses  much  skill, 
vvdiich  he  turns  to  good  account.  Indeed,  it  is  gen- 
erally conceded  that  had  he  enjoyed  proper  advant- 
ages of  environment  and  devoted  himself  to  his 
natural  bent  he  would  undoubtedly  have  scored 
great  success  in  the  invention  of  mechanical  de- 
vices. However,  he  has  been  afflicted  from  boy- 
hood with  uncertain  health,  having  suffered  a 
severe  shock  when  he  was  only  five  years  old  by 
coming  suddenly  in  contact  with  cold  water,  which 
■SO  affected  the  nerves  and  spinal  cords  as  to  cripple 
him  for  life.  Despite  his  affliction  Mr.  Rounds 
])ossesses  a genial,  affable  temperament,  and  being 
a man  of  more  than  average  intelligence  he  is  a 
])leasing  and  impressive  conversationalist. 

On  June  28,  1898,  Mr.  Rounds  married  Emily 
A.  Simmons,  daughter  of  Russell  A.  Simmons,  of 
Foster,  R.  T.  They  have  had  one  daughter.  Amey 
Esther,  born  Dec.  30,  1899. 

Alvaii  Rounds,  son  of  Constant,  was  born 
Nov.  20,  1809.  in  h'oster.  R.  I..  and  was  there 
reared  on  the  paternal  farm.  He  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  life,  and  was  an  earnest  worker 
and  progressive  in  his  methods.  He  married  Mary 
Arnold,  and  they  reared  a family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  was  Richard  B. 
Rounds. 
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Richard  E.  Rounds^  wlio  has  for  many  years 
been  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Scitnate,  particu- 
larly in  the  vicinity  of  Rockdand,  in  which  village 
he  was  long  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  is  iden- 
tified with  various  industrial  enterprises.  He  was 
born  July  30,  1844,  in  Scitnate,  on  a farm  near 
Rockland,  and  received  his  education  in  the  country 
schools.  Soon  after  his  father  s death  he  removed 
to  Rockland  and  for  several  years  worked  in  the 
Remington  iMills  as  a s])eeder.  For  the  next  few 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  Ashland  Mills,  later 
temoving  with  his  mother,  he  and  a brother  farm- 
ing the  home  place  for  three  years,  during  which 
time  Richard  attendefi  school  in  winter.  He  and 
his  Imother  provided  and  cared  for  their  mother 
with  filial  devotion. 

W hen  a young  man  Mr.  Royinds  went  to  learn 
the  trade  of  tinsmith  with  James  Smith,  of  Rock- 
land, and  during  the  last  three  years  of  his  appren- 
ticeship was  employed  by  David  Bowen.  He  then 
went  to  a village  near  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
found  work  in  a factory,  making  ax-handles,  and 
on  returning  to  Rockland  he  again  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Bowen.  Saving  his  money  during 
these  years  he  was  in  time  enabled  to  buy  out  i\Ir. 
Bowen,  and  he  conducted  a tinsmith  business  at 
Rockland  for  fifteen  years,  also  establishing  himself 
in  the  same  line  in  Providence,  on  Dean  street. 
Selling  out  both  establishments,  he  bought  a farm 
in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  engaging  in  the  milk  and  gen- 
eral dairy  business.  After  a short  time,  however, 
he  disposed  of  this  property,  and  again  went  to 
reside  in  Rockland,  where  for  a year  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  .Steere  & Luther,  general  merchants. 
He  then  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Steere,  he  and 
Mr.  Luther,  under  the  firm  name  of  Luther  & 
Rounds,  continuing  the  business  for  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Rounds  purchased  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Luther  and  for  eighteen  years  car- 
ried pn  the  business  himself,  at  the  same  time  deal- 
ing in  wood,  coal  and  ice,  conducting  a farm,  a 
gristmill  and  other  enterprises.  In  1900  he  sold 
his  store  to  Coe  & Seamons,  who  now  run  the  busi- 
ness, but  he  still  manages  the  wood  business,  the 
mill  and  his  agricultural  interests.  For  many  years 
he  was  postmaster  at  Rockland. 

In  1867  Rounds  married  Mary  J Esten 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Maria  A.  (Andrews) 
Esten,  of  Burrillville,  and  a member  of  an  old  fam- 
ily inentioned  elsewhere.  They  have  had  one  child, 
Alice  M.,  born  in  1870,  who'  is  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  W.  Seamons,  of  the  firm  of  Coe  & Seamons. 
Mr.  Rounds  is  a member  of  the  Rockland  Christian 
Church,  and  he  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
principles.^  He  is  a kind  neighbor,  a good  friend, 
and  a praiseworthy  citizen,  and  is  highly  regarded 
not  only  for  the  substantial  position  he  has  attained 
hut  for  his  affable  and  kindly  spirit,  which  has 
made  him  a host  of  friends. 

CvRu.s  Rounds,  long  identified  with  the  textile 
mills  of  Rhode  Island,  was  horn  June  8,  1820, 


eldest  son  of  Peleg  and  Dorcas  (Davis)  Rounds. 
Mr.  Rounds  remained  in  Foster,  his  native  place, 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  when  he  set  out  to 
earn  his  own  living.  His  first  employment  was  on 
the  farm  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Smith,  in  the  town  of 
Scitnate,  but  he  did  not  long  remain  at  agricultural 
work,  after  a few  months  entering  the  employ  of 
Deacon  Stone,  of  Foster,  and  leaving  him  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a machinist,  with  Caleb  Westcott,  of 
Scitnate.  Ble  was  with  Mr.  M'estcott  for  a few 
months  over  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  period 
becoming  an  employe  of  the  Franklin  Foundry  & 
^Machine  Company,  on  Charles  street.  Providence, 
with  whom  he  remained,  as  a regular  machinist,  for 
fifteen  years.  In  an  effort  to  better  himself  he 
severed  this  connection  and  took  a position  with 
a smaller  concern  on  Pine  street,  in  the  same  city, 
a few  months  later  changing  to  the  New  Bedford 
Machine  Company,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  by 
whom  he  was  engaged  to  assist  in  installing  and 
starting  the  machinery  in  the  Waumasette  mill, 
the  first  cotton  mill  in  New  Bedford.  He  remained 
there  for  five  years,  and  then  for  eighteen  months 
was  with  the  I'ilean  Machine  iManufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Taunton,  Mass.  His  next  venture  was 
the  manufacture  of  cigars,  in  association  with  a 
jiartner,  in  Taunton,  but  within  a short  time  Mr. 
Rounds  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  for  the  next 
seven  years  he  went  back  to  his  boyhood  pursuit, 
agriculture,  in  his  old  home  town,  Fo.ster,  R.  I. 
But  mill  life  still  retained  its  interest  for  him,  and 
accordingly  he  engaged  as  chief  machinist  in  the 
mill  at  Clayville,  R.  I.,  after  four  years  in.  that 
establishment  engaging,  in  a like  capacity,  with  an 
establishment  at  Putnam,  Conn.  After  another 
few  years’  residence  at  the  homestead  in  Foster  he 
was  at  Williamsville,  Conn.,  for  several  years,  and 
from  there  went  to  Lonsdale,  R.  I.  But  again  he 
was  anxious  to  try  some  other  line,  and  he  opened 
a retail  meat  market  in  Providence,  later  giving 
same  to  one  of  his  sons,  who  carried  it  on  until 
his  death.  iMr.  Rounds  next  went  to  the  village 
of  Washington,  R.  I.,  where  he  looked  after  the 
machinery  in  a large  mill  for  two  years,  until  he 
engaged  with  I.  N.  Kibbey  in  a mill  at  Valley  Falls, 
continuing  there  for  a period  of  ten  years.  During 
the  next  ten  years  he  was  employed  by  the  Chase 
interests,  in  their  mills  at  Albion,  after  which  he 
lived  in  retirement.  He  spent  several  years  in 
Providence  with  his  son,  and  after  the  latter’s 
death  went  to  live  with  his  son  Israel,  whose  home 
is  in  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Rounds  was,  in  all,  engaged 
as  a machinist  in  various  mills  for  sixty-two  years 
— more  than  the  lifetime  of  an  average  man.  It  is 
doubted  if  this  record  has  ever  been  exceeded. 

In  1838  Mr.  Rounds  was  married,  by  Elder 
Allen,  in  the  town  of  Scitnate,  to  Waity  Ann  Kim- 
ball, a niece  of  Noah  Kimball,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them:  (i)  Alpheus. 
( 2)  Mary  married  ( first ) Daniel  Whitman  and 
(second)  Henry  Rounds.  She  has  two  children 
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living-,  Rena  and  James,  both  in  Providence.  (3) 
Fayette  A.  died  leaving  six  children,  all  of  wliom 
are  living,  in  Boston  and  Providence.  (4)  Georgi- 
anna  married  Janies  Buckley,  and  is  now  deceased. 
Of  her  two  children  one  resides  in  Boston  and  the 
other  in  Hartford,  Conn.  (5)  Sarah  married 
Maurice  Colwell,  and  resides  in  Providence.  Men- 
tion of  her  family  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
publication.  (6)  Rosa  resides  in  Providence.  (7) 
Israel  P.  is  mentioned  farther  on. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  at 
Albion,  R.  I.,  Cyrus  Rounds  resided  with  his  sons. 
Though  he  spent  so  many  years  at  arduous  employ- 
ment in  the  mills  he  was  until  the  last  year  of  his 
life  one  of  the  most  remarkably  preserved  men  in 
New  England.  He  was  tall  and  straight  as  an 
arrow,  though  he  carried  the  weight  of  almost 
ninety  years,  and  his  faculties  were  as  keen  as 
when  he  was  in  his  prime.  His  memory  was  truly 
wonderful,  and  he  was  a fluent  and  pleasing  con- 
versationalist, as  active  mentally  as  he  was  phy- 
sically. He  attributed  his  long  life  and  perfect 
health  to  lifelong  habits  of  temperance  and  sane 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  he  had  for  his  own 
happiness  and  that  of  others.  He  never  aspired 
to  public  honors,  though  he  was  a stanch  member 
of  the  Republican  party  and  as  a public-spirited 
citizen  filled  various  offices.  He  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  Rhode  Island, 
having  joined  Eagle  Lodge,  No.  2,  Providence, 
in  1842.  Later  his  membership  was  transferred  to 
Anthony  Lodge,  Washington.  R.  I.  Mr.  Rounds 
was  formerly  a Baptist  in  religious  connection,  but 
later  became  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
In  speaking  of  him  an  old  friend  once  said:  “He 
has  always  been  enterprising  and  zealous,  asso- 
ciating himself  at  all  times  with  the  best  interests  of 
his  community.  He  is  social,  genial  and  possessed 
of  an  almost  inexhaustible  revenue  of  spirit  and 
humor.  His  friendships  are  fimi  and  lasting  when 
once  made.  He  has  many  friends.  I doubt  that  he 
has  an  enemy.”  i\Ir.  Cyrus  Rounds  died  in  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  June  8,  1907. 

IsR.VEL  P.  Rounds,  only  living  son  of  Cyrus 
Rounds,  was  born  Dec.  20,  1859.  He  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Providence;  and  finished  with  a 
course  of  business  training  at  the  Scholfield  Com- 
mercial College  of  that  city,  finally  adopting  civil 
engineering  as  a profession  and  successfully  fol- 
lowing it  for  five  or  six  years.  He  then  accepted  a 
clerical  position  with  the  Chases,  at  their  Albion 
mill,  where  he  remained  for  sixteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  became  superintendent  of  the  mill. 
Failing  health  caused  him  to  give  up  the  position, 
and  he  subsequently  spent  some  time  in  travel,  in 
the  effort  to  regain  his  health.  This  accomplished, 
he  assumed  his  present  position,  that  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Naushon  Company  mills  at  Valley 
Falls,  owned  and  operated  by  a stock  company  in 
which  Mr.  Rounds  holds  an  interest. 


i\Ir.  Israel  P.  Rounds  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  fra- 
ternities, and  is  popular  alike  in  business  and  social 
circles.  He  has  a high  standing  in  the  commer- 
cial world,  gained  in  many  years  of  successful  busi- 
ness life.  He  is  married  to  Abbie  Graves,  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mildred. 

STAFFORD  MOWRY,  who  during  his  life  was 
a well  known  citizen  of  Woonsocket,  served  in  the 
Civil  war  as  quartermaster  of  the  Third  Rhode  Is- 
land Cavalry.  He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Barney 
Mowry,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
April  I,  1834,  descending  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  Providence  Plantations. 

Roger  Mowry,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the 
New  World,  was  made  freeman  of  the  Colony,  May 
8,  1631.  He  was  a member  of  the  Church  at  Sa- 
lem in  1636,  and  the  following  year  was  granted 
fifty  acres  of  land,  the  family  at  that  time  compris- 
ing five  persons.  He  removed  to  Providence  about 
1643,  ^”<1  was  made  freeman  of  the  Colony  in  1655, 
serving  as  commissioner  in  1658.  There  is  a tra- 
dition in  the  family  that  Roger  Williams  and  Mr. 
Mowry  were  kinsmen.  His  children’were  : Roger; 
Jonathan,  born  in  1637;  Bethiah,  born  in  1638; 
Mary,  born  in  1640;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1643;  Na- 
thaniel, born  in  1644 ; John  ; Mehetable ; Joseph, 
born  in  1647;  Benjamin,  born  in  1649;  Thomas, 
born  in  1652;  and  Hannah,  born  in  1656. 

Nathaniel  Mowry,  son  of  Roger,  born  in  1644, 
died  in  1718.  He  married  Johannah  Inman. 

Henry  Mowry,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born  in  1670, 
died  in  1759.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Bull,  and 
(second)  Hannah  Packard,  widow  of  John  Mowry. 

Uriah  Mowry,  son  of  Henry,  born  in  1705,  died 
in  1792.  He  married  (first)  Urania  Paine,  and 
(second)  Mrs.  Hannah  (Whipple),  widow  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold. 

Jonathan  Mowry,  son  of  Uriah,  born  March  10, 
1742,  was  a medical  practitioner  and  was  noted  for 
his  skill.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  was  a noted  preacher  therein,  as  was 
also  his  wife.  In  1769  he  married  Deborah,  daugh- 
ter of  Jabez  and  IMary  Wing.  He  died  March  25, 
1814. 

Caleb  Mowry,  son  of  Dr.  Jonatban,  was  born 
iMarch  5,  1771,  and  married  in  1795,  Nancy  Mowry, 
daughter  of  David.  She  was  born  Oct.  29,  1775, 
and  died  in  1818,  and  he  passed  away  March  31, 
1814. 

Barney  IMowry,  son  of  Caleb,  was  born  in 
Smithfield,  May  3,  1804,  the  youngest  of  his  father’s 
family.  He  married  (first)  May  3,  1828,  Phila 
iMowry,  who  was  born  in  1806,  daughter  of  Amasa 
and  Ann  (Hamilton)  Mowry  of  Smithfield:  she 
died  Nov.  25,  1839.  The  children  of  Barney  Mowry 
bv  this  union  were : Orrin  Pratt,  born  May  24, 
1829.  died  Aug.  r,  1895,  married  Hannah  T. 
Smith;  Albert,  born  IMarch  9,  1831,  married 
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.Mary  .Vrnokl,  and  died  .\pril  3.  1893;  .A.rlon, 

born  Eel).  23,  1833,  died  March  8.  1905 ; 

Stafford;  Atwell,  born  Nov.  18,  1836,  mar- 

ried Hannah  Eddy,  and  died  Sejtt.  i,  1882. 
llarncv  Mowry  was  married  (second)  to  Urania 
Steere,  born  Jnly  29,  1821,  daughter  of  Paoli 

and  klartha  Steere,  of  Smithfield.  She  died 
July  21.  1865.  the  mother  of  one  child:  Erwin  Ar- 
i.sta,  born  Dec.  8,  1847,  who  married  .\nne  Clark, 
and  resides  at  kit.  Carroll,  111.  Barney  klowry 
died  in  Woonsocket,  Nov.  12,  1891.  He  was  a well 
known  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  was  much 
esteemed  by  all. 

Stafford  klowry's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 
the  home  farm,  and  he  attended  the  district  schools 
of  his  locality,  as  well  as  a school  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  then  taught  school  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
held  for  several  vears,  later  becoming  interested  in 
the  grocery  business,  hrst  with  his  brother  Orrin 
B.  and  still  later  with  his  brother  Atwell,  the  bus- 
iness being  conducted  in  Woonsocket.  In  1863  he 
enlisted  in  the  3d  R.  I.  Cav.,  and  was  made  quarter- 
master. After  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  for  some  time  at  Troy.  N.  V.,  but 
on  account  of  ill  health  was  compelled  to  give  np 
his  business  and  go  South,  and  his  death  occurred 
at  Hampton,  \’a.,  klarch  29,  1889.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  .\.  I'.  & A.  kl..  the  K.  T..  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  C.  R.  He  was  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  while  in  Smithheld  was  assessor  of 
ta.xes. 

( )n  -kug.  It,  1857,  kir.  klowry  was  married  at 
Ashford,  Conn.,  to  klaria  Harris  Brown,  born  at 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Calista 
(Creene  ) Brown.  These  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  (i)  Ermina  B.,  born  klay  12,  1858,  was 
educated  in  the  public  .schools  of  M’oonsocket  and 
the  high  school,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in 
1875.  She  taught  in  the  public  grammar  and  high 
schools  at  M'oonsocket  for  eight  years,  and  then 
married  ^^'illiam  Kennon  West,  of  Toledo,  Ohio, 
who  died  k larch  (y  1896.  She  married  (second) 
Sei)t.  1.  1903.  Batd  August  Philipi)s,  of  Toledo,  by 
whom  she  has  had  two  children.  Henry  and  klira. 

(2)  Lenette,  l)orn  Eeb.  6.  i860,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  W'oonsocket  and  the  Normal 
school  of  I’rovidence,  and  is  princijial  of  the  Fair- 
mount  public  school.  She  is  a memlier  of  the  D.  A. 
R..  M’oonsocket  Chapter,  of  which  she  is  secretary. 

(3)  klertella  Brown,  born  Aug.  23,  1861,  attended 
the  ])ublic  schools,  the  high  school  and  the  B’rovi- 
dence  Normal  school,  and  is  a teacher  in  the  Prov- 
idence street  school.  Woonsocket.  She.  too,  is  a 
member  of  the  Woonsocket  Chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R. 
The  family  attend  the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church. 

JAklES  STARK  COMT.ES,  for  many  yejirs 
one  of  the  well-known  gardeners  of  Newport,  is 
now  living  there  retired  in  his  pleasant  home  op 
Bateman  avenue. 


The  Cowles  family  is  of  English  stock  and  kir. 
Cowles'  grandfather,  John  Cowles,  was  a farmer  in 
England,  living  there  to  a very  advanced  age.  His 
son,  John,  followed  the  same  occupation  and  became 
quite  well-to-do.  He  died  in  1901.  aged  about 
eighty,  while  his  wife,  Caroline  Harvcr  Cowles, 
also  lived  ti)  a .good  old  a.ge.  They  had  a large 
family,  as  follows : Charlotte  and  klartha,  who 
are  married  and  living  in  England ; Robert  and 
Daniel,  who  died  in  that  country  ; James  S. ; George, 
who  died  in  Eiygland  ; and  Caroline,  wdio  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  England. 

James  S.  Cowles  was  the  only  member  of  his 
family  to  leave  England.  He  was  born  in  Attle- 
boro. Norfolk,  Oct.  3,  1849.  He  received  very  lit- 
tle education  as  a boy,  becouse  he  was  obliged  to 
.go  to  work  when  only  eight  years  old,  being  em- 
jiloyed  as  a farmer’s  boy  until  he  was  sixteen.  He 
then  began  to  learn  gardenin.g,  gettin.g  his  first  in- 
struction on  the  estate  of  Sir  William  Bagge,  in 
Norfolk.  He  worked  there  two  years,  spent  four 
more  in  Suffolk  on  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of  Strad- 
brook.  and  then  went  to  London.  He  was  there 
only  a few  months,  engaged  in  nurseries,  and  the 
following  year  crossed  to  Ireland,  and  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Earl  of  Ansley,  in  County  Down, 
b'rom  there  he  went  to  the  estate  of  Ambrose  Bas- 
sett, Esq.,  as  a foreman,  and  a year  later  took  his 
last  position  in  England,  on  the  estate  of  the  klar- 
(|uis  of  W’aterford,  a member  of  the  noted  Beres- 
ford  family. 

In  1874  kir.  Cowles  determined  to  emigrate, 
and  en.ga.ged  passage  on  the  “’Oceanic,”  from  Liver- 
pool. He  proceeiled  from  New  York  directly  to 
Newport,  and  secured  employment  under  Gardner 
Brewster,  whose  .grounds  were  in  his  char.ge  a 
year,  k leantime  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
late  George  Hardwick,  who  later  became  his  father- 
in-law.  and  in  1875  he  gave  iq)  his  position  with 
kir.  Brewster  to  .go  into  partnership  with  kir.  Hard- 
wick as  a fiorist.  This  connection  lasted  only  a 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  kir.  Cowles  resumed 
.gardenin.g,  taking  a position  on  the  estate  of  the 
late  Earman  Rogers,  where  he  remained  in  charge 
of  the  fiowcrs  and  grounds  for  the  long  period  of 
twenty-one  years.  While  now  practically  retired 
from  business  kir.  Cowles  is  still  the  owner  of  a 
steam  roller,  which  he  uses  in  fillin.g  contracts  for 
the  care  of  lawns,  having  held  the  contract'  for  roll- 
ing the  lawn  of  the  Newport  Casino  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  He  has  been  uniformly  success- 
ful and  now  in  his  advanciiyg  vears  has  a comfort- 
able residence  on  Bateman  avenue,  surrounded  by 
several  acres  of  ground,  the  cultivation  of  which 
is  merely  a recreation  for  kir.  Cowles. 

kir.  Cowles  was  married  Oct.  20.  1875.  to  Geor- 
giana,  datighter  of  George  and  klartha  (Stoakes) 
Hardwick,  of  Newjiort.  Eleven  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are:  Charles  We.ston  married  Sarah  klere- 
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ditli,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  one  danj^liter,  Lou- 
ise Howland;  Edith  Caroline  married  John  Pear- 
son, Jr.,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Edith  Spencer ; Blanche  Augusta  is  a teacher  in  the 
Newport  schools;  Grace  I’otter  married  Robert 
George  Biesel,  of  Newport;  Harry  Lee;  Jessie  Hil- 
ler ; and  Roger  James. 

Hr.  Cowles  belongs  to  Emmanuel  Episcopal 
Churcb,  of  Newport,  and  in  bis  political  views  is  a 
Republican.  He  holds  membership  in  two  frater- 
nal organizations,  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  I. 
().  ().  E.,  and  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Ar- 
canum, of  Newport.  Hospitable  and' social  in  his 
nature.  i\lr.  Cowles  has  many  friends,  and  is  held 
in  much  consideration  by  his  associates  in  Newport. 

BARBER.  The  history  of  the  Barber  family 
of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  reads  as  follows ; 

— (I)  Hoses  Barber,  born  in  1652,  died  in  1733, 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  these  chil- 
dren; Sarah,  born  Harch  25,  1682,  died  June  29, 
1779;  William,  born  Jan.  5,  t6 — , died  in  1748; 
and  IHoses,  born  168- — . Eor  his  second  wife  he 
wedded  Susannah  Waite,  and  by  her  he  had  : Di- 
nah. born  Jan.  5,  1693;  Lydia,  born  Feb.  24,  1694; 
Samuel,  born  Nov.  8,  1695,  died  in  1760;  Susannah, 
l)orn  Oct.  23.  1697,  diecl  in  1748;  Thomas,  born 
Oct.  19,  1699,  died  in  1762;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  16, 
1701,  died  in  1799;  Hartha,  born  Nov.  30,  1703; 
Ruth,  born  Jan.  23,  1705;  Benjamin,  born  IHarch 
10,  1707,  died  in  1792;  IMercy,  born  IMarch  13, 
1709;  Ezekiel,  born  Harch  6,  1710 ;.  Abigail,  born 
Jan.  6,  1713;  Daniel,  born  April  22.  1715.  died  in 
1805;  Ann,  born  Oct.  8,  1717. 

(IT)  Sarah  Barber  married  June  24.  1706. 
David  Greene,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (An- 
thony) Greene,  born  June  24,  1677,  and  died  Jan. 
29.  1761,  and  their  children  were:  IMary,  born  in 
1707;  Sarah,  born  in  1709;  Elizabeth,  born  in  171T  ; 
Susannah,  born  in  1713;  Abigail,  l)orn  in  1715; 
Wait,  born  in  1716  ; Bathsheba,  born  in  1720;  Jona- 
than, born  in  1722;  Joseph,  born  in  1724  ; Patience, 
born  in  1726. 

( II)  William  Barber,  born  Jan.  5,  tC — , died  in 
1748,  married  (first)  March  22.  1710.  Mercy 
Smith,  and  (second)  May  i.  1720,  Sarah  )vlun- 
ford,  daughter  of  Peleg  Munford.  His  children 
were:  Moses;  Mercy;  Joseph;  Sarah;  Samuel; 
Elizabeth ; James  and  Mary. 

(II)  Moses  Barber  married  (first)  ]\Iay  23. 
1705,  Elizabeth  Eldred.  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Susannah  (Cole)  Eldred,  and  (second)  April  9, 
T729,  Mary  Larkin.  His  children  were;  Moses, 
born  Eel).  25,  1706;  M’illiam,  born  Sept.  4.  1707; 
John,  l)orn  April  19,  1709:  Elizabeth,  1)orn  March 
t8,  T711  : Nicholas,  born  Dec.  23.  1713,  and  Bridget, 
born  Jan!  23.  1716. 

(II)  Dinah  Barber  married  June  4.  1716,  Ed- 
ward Wilcox,  a son  of  Edward  M'ilcox  (whose  wife 
was  a Hazard),  and  their  children  were;  Mary, 
born  Oct.  4,  1717  ; Hannah,  born  Oct.  29,  1720  ; Ly- 


dia, born  April  6,  1725;  Susannah,  horn  Oct.  4, 
1727;  Joseph,  born  Aug.  27,  1730. 

(11)  Lydia  Barber  married  a Mowry. 

(II)  Samuel  Barber  married  in  1719,  Anne 
Cory,  and  his  children  were:  Sarah,  born  Nov.  28. 
1719;  Mary,  born  Jan.  12,  1721;  Benjamin,  born 
May  30,  1723;  Caleb:  Susannah,  born  Dec.  19, 
1727;  Edward,  born  Nov.  17,  1731;  Moses,  born 
April  10,  1734;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  7,  1737;  Anne, 
born  July  24,  1739  ; Amie,  born  Nov.  28,  1742;  and 
Meribah,  born  Nov.  24,  1747. 

(H)  Susannah  Barher  married  Oct.  ti,  1727, 
Benjamin  Perry,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  ( Free- 
man) Perry,  and  their  children  were;  Benjamin, 
born  Nov.  7,  1729;  Edward,  born  March  28,  1731  ; 
h'reeman,  born  Jan.  23,  1733;  IMary,  born  Nov.  19, 
1735,  and  Susannah,  born  Nov.  19,  1735.  Susannah 
( Barber)  Perry  was  the  great-grandmother  of 
Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 

(II)  Thomas  Barber  married  April  18,  1723, 
Avis  Tanner,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Tibbitts)  Tanner,  and  their  children  were:  [Mar- 
tha, born  Oct.  9,  1726;  Dinah,  born  May  3,  1729; 
Thomas,  born  June  5,  1731  ; (Mary,  born  Aug.  18, 
1733;  Zel)ulon,  born  Jan.  22,  1736;  and  Avis, 
Thankful  and  Susannah,  who  are  entered  on  the 
Richmond  Records  by  certificate. 

( H ) Joseph  Barber  married,  Feb.  4,  1722,  Re- 
becca I’otter,  and  their  four  children  were  : Nathan- 
iel : two  daughters ; and  Susannah,  who  died  in 
i7()5. 

(H)  Martha  Barber  married  Oct.  3,  1727, 

Thomas  Potter. 

(II)  Ruth  Barber  married,  [March  4,  1724, 
George  Bentley. 

(H)  Benjamiji  Barber  married  (first)  Jan.  ii. 
1729,  .Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Joanna 
(Sprague)  Tefift,  and  (second),  Aug.  20,  1783, 
.Mary  Perry,  born  Nov.  19,  1735,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Susannah  ( Barber)  Perry.  His  children 
by  his  first  wife  were:  Lydia,  born  .\pril  6,  1730, 
married  Daniel  Rogers;  Nathan,  born  in  1732,  mar- 
ried Thankful  [Maxson ; Mercy  married  Harper 
Rogers:  Mary  married  Timothy  Peckham ; Ruth 
married  Robert  Kenyon : Joanna  married  Peleg 
Kenyon.  But  one  child  was  born  to  the  second 
marriage:  Benjamin  Perry,  born  Jan.  29,  1785-, 
who  married,  [March  13,  1806,  Hannah  Mariott. 

(H)  [Mercy  Barber  married,  Oct.  i,  1727,  Sam- 
uel Tefift,  and  had  children ; .\bigail.  born  Dec. 
24,  1730;  Mary,  born  Jan.  28,  1732;  and  Mercey, 
born  .\pril  24.  1753. 

(11)  Ezekiel  ^Barber  married,  Nov.  28.  1736, 
Hannaji  Webster,  and  tbeir  children  were : Joshua, 
born  Dec.  6,  1*739:  Ezekiel,  born  Oct.  22,  1742; 
Hannah,  born  Sept-  9,  1747:  Desire,  born  March 
20,  1745;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  13.  1751  ; Benjamin, 
h'eb.  7,  1755  ; Susannah,  born  Aug.  15,  1758,  and 
Mary,  born  June  28,  1761. 

( H)  .-Vbigail  Barber  died  young. 

(IT)  Daniel  Barber  married  Deliverance  Tefift. 
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burn  Aug-.  19.  1722,  died  April  22,  1799.  (laughter 
of  )ohn,  jr..  and  iNlary  ( Reynolds)  Teft't.  Their 
children  were:  Josiah,  born  in  1739;  ^lary,  born 
in  1743;  Jonathan,  born  in  17451  Daniel,  Jr.,  born 
in  1748:  Deliverance,  born  in  1751  ; Reynolds,  born 
:\larch  29,  1754.  died  April  14,  1837;  IMeriam,  born 
Nov.  13,  1757;  Smith,  born  Oct.  5,  1760,  died  April 
12.  1849;  Susannah,  born  March  30,  1764,  died 
April  4,  1845. 

(II)  Ann  Barber  married  Sylvester  Kenyon. 

(III)  Reynolds  Barber,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 

in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  .March  29,  1754,  and  died  there, 
April  14,  1837.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade  and 
made  a success  of  his  work.  By  his  first  wife,  Ruth 
Crandall,  he  had  no  children.  His  second  wife  was 
Alced  Dawley,  born  in  1760,  daughter  of  IMichael 
and  Mary  (Aloore)  Dawley;  she  died  June  23, 
1830.  The  children  of  this  union  were;  Ruth, 
born  May  27,  1777.  died  June  i,  1842;  Alcea,  born 
in  1779,  died  in  1828;  Eason,  born  in  1782,  died 

fuly  25,  1871  ; Ellery,  born  March  i,  1783,  died 

Nov.  23.  1877:  INIary,  born  July  19,  1785,  married 
^lajor  John  Wilcox,  and  died  Oct.  3,  1886;  Gardi- 
ner Jjorn  Dec.  10,  1788,  died  Jan.  10,  1864;  George, 
born  in  1789,  died  in  1801;  Susan,  born  in  1791, 

died  July  26,  1871  ; and  John,  born  in  1793,  died 

Sept.  14,  3847. 

(IV)  Ellerv  Barber,  born  March  i,  1783,  died 
Nov.  23,  1877. 'married  (first)  Oct.  19,  1805,  Esther 
Eewis,  born  Eel).  12,  1788,  daughter  of  James  and 
Thankful  (Barber)  Lewis;  she  died  March  13, 
i860.  The  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Maria  Nye.  By 
his  first  wife,  Ellery  Barber  had  children  as  follows : 
George,  born  June  12,  1806,  died  March  24,  1810; 
Abby,  born  July  24,  1809,  died  Oct.  25,  1838; 
George,  born  Dec.  27,  1810,  died  Feb.  12,  1859; 
Eason,  born  June  12,  1812,  died  Aug.  8,  1878;  John, 
born  Feb.  20,  1823,  died  Aug.  23,  1825.  When  El- 
lery Barber  died,  he  was  interred  upon  his  old 
homestead,  where  during  life  he  had  conducted  a 
farm  and  sawmill. 

(V)  Abby  Barber  in  1829,  married  Roswell 
Palmer,  and  their  children  were:  Esther,  born  July 
18,  1830;  George,  who  went  to  California  in  1849; 
James  Ellery,  born  in  1833,  died  May  2,  1896; 
Charles,  born  in  1835,  died  in  January,  1838;  Wil- 
liam, born  in  October,  1838,  died  in  October,  1838. 

(V)  George  Barber  married  Hannah  Merris, 
born  Aug.  15,  1812,  daughter  of  William  Merris; 
she  died  April  2,  1889.  Their  children  were:  Rox- 
anna,  born  Sept,  i,  1834;  Abby  E.,  born  Aug.  8, 
1836;  George  Frank,  born  April  3,  1838;  Elizabeth, 
born  Sept.  6,  1839;  Amy  M.,  born  Feb.  16,  1842, 
died  in  1903;  William  Ellery,  born  Aug.  30,  1844; 
Hannah  Jane,  born  Sept.  26,  1845 : Charles  Ed- 
ward, born  April  14,  1848;  Albert  T.,  born  March 
22,  1850:  Gardiner  R.,  born  Nov.  30,  1852;  Phebe 
Ann,  born  April  18,  1857. 

(V)  Eason  Barber,  born  June  12,  1812,  in  Exe- 
ter, R.  I.,  died  Aug.  8,  1878,  at  Carolina,  R.  I.  By 
trade  he  was  a wheelwright,  and  located  in  Carolina, 


R.  ].,  when  that  now  flourishing  place  was  in  its 
infanc}-.  He  married,  Oct.  28,  1845,  Rachel  Pol- 
lard, born  Nov.  10,  1826,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and 
died  at  Carolina,  R.  T,  Aug.  27,  1899.  Their  chil- 
dren were;  Edwin,  born  Sept.  28,  1846,  died  Oct. 
28,  1846;  Susan  Catherine,  born  Oct.  5,  1847, 

Dec.  24,  1847:  Albert  Taylor,  born  Nov.  10,  1849, 
died  IMarch  16,  1850;  Mary  Catherine,  born  Dec. 
31,  1850,  died  March  9,  1873;  Abby  E.  Esflier,  born 
April  16,  1853,  died  Feb.  24,  1898;  Byron,  born 
Jan.  25,  1857,  died  July  i,  1857;  Herbert  Lincoln, 
born  April  24,  1858;  Susan  ' Richmond,  born  July 

10,  1861,  died  Aug.  25,  1863  ; an  infant,  born  Jan. 
9,  1864,  died  April  26,  1864;  Albert  Ellery,  born 
Jan.  9,  1864;  Oscar  Elmond,  born  April  10,  1865; 
and  Grant  Colfax,  born  July  26,  1867. 

(\T)  Albert  Ellery  Barber,  a resident  of 
Westerly,  married  Jan.  18,  1887,  Hattie  I.  Place, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Rachel  (Cady)  Place. 
The  only  child  of  this  union  is  Ethel  May,  born  Dec. 

11.  1887.  Mr.  Barber  was  connected  with  the  Ran- 
dolph, Bentley  Co.  from  1888  to  1901,  and  from  1901 
to  the  present  time  has  been  with  H.  T.  Kenyon  & 
Co.  Pie  is  prominent  fraternally,  belonging  to 
Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  of  which 
he  was  Worshipful  Master  two  years  and  since  its 
secretary;  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  28,  R.  A.  M. ; Nar- 
ragansett  Commandery,  No.  27,  K.  T. ; and  Pal- 
estine Temple,  IMystic  Shrine. 

SHIRLEY  A.  ELSBREE,  president  of  the  Els- 
bree  & \Mlleau  Company,  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  old  firm  of  Elsbree  & Valleau,  proprietors 
of  the  leading  men’s  furnishings  establishment  in 
Providence,  which  distinction  the  present  firm  also 
enjoys,  is  one  of  the  oldest  active  business  men  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Elsbree  has  reached  his  present  high 
standing  through  force  of  merit  and  personal  worth. 
He  comes  of  a family  that  has  had  long  standing  in 
New  England.  A number  of  the  name  from  Free- 
town, Mass.,  are  on  the  rolls  as  having  performed 
service  in  the  Revolution.  That  w^as  the  early  home 
of  this  branch  of  the  family.  Fall  River,  which  un- 
til about  a century  ago  was  a part  of  the  town  of 
Freetown,  having  been  the  birthplace  of  Mr.  Els- 
bree’s  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather. 

Ephraim  Elsbree,  great-grandfather  of  Shirley 
A.  Elsbree,  was  born  Jan.  25,  1745,  and  resided  at 
Fall  River,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farmer.  He  owned  land  which  is  now  a part  of 
the  city,  and  the  site  of  the  cemetery  where  he 
was  buried  is  now  covered  by  a factory  building. 
He  married  Hannah  Luther,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  a 
descendant  of  Elder  Samuel  Luther,  wdio  came  to 
America  in  1636  and  settled  at  Swansea,  where  he 
was  pastor  of  the  church  for  over  thirty  years. 

Ephraim  Elsbree,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Fall  River 
and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  at  farming. 
He  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Matthew  Boomer, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows;  Bradford  was 
a manufacturer  of  cotton  goods  and  resided  at 
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"J'honulike,  ^lass.  Isaac  was  a merchant  and  re- 
sided at  Woonsocket.  Julius,  a seafaring  man, 
spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  at  the  home  of  his 
nephew,  William  Elshree,  in  Cranston,  and  there 
died.  Louis,  a machinist,  removed  to  Connecticut. 
William  is  mentioned  further  on.  Harriet  married 
lames  Johnston  and  resided  at  Bristol. 

William  Elshree  was  born  March  13,  1802,  at 
Eall  River.  In  his  early  life  he  learned  mnle  spin- 
ning, and  when  a young  man  in  his  twenties  he 
left  Eall  River  and  went  to  Blackstone,  Mass., 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  mills.  Later  he  re- 
sided at  Globe  village,  Woonsocket  and  Albion,  be- 
ing overseer  of  nude  spinning  at  the  last-named 
place.  Subsequently  he  located  at  Valley  Falls, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  livery  business  and  did 
some  contract  work  in  the  construction  of  the  Prov- 
idence & Worcester  railroad.  In  the  year  1861  he 
located  at  Pawtucket  and  embarked  in  the  livery 
business  on  an  extensive  scale,  so  continuing  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  5,  1864,  as  the  re- 
sult of  injuries  received  in  a runaway  accident. 

Mr.  Elshree  married  Lavina  Place,  of  Glocester, 
who  was  born  April  i,  1804,  one  of  the  eleven  chil- 
dren of  Reuben  and  Sarah  (Steere)  Place,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  a Revolutionary  soldier  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Mrs.  Elshree  survived 
her  husband  until  Nov.  20,  1867,  dying  at  the  home 
of  her  son  William,  in  Cranston,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  She  was  buried  beside  her  husband 
at  Swan  Point.  They  had  children  as  follows:  (i) 
William,  born  Dec.  12,  1823,  died  Dec.  17,  1879. 
He  married  Hannah  P.  Cudworth,  and  resided  in 
Cranston,  where  he  was  a very  prominent  citizen. 
He  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (2)  Charles  H.,  horn 
Oct.  3,  1825,  died  young.  (3)  Hiram  Wilmarth, 
born  March  25,  1828,  married  Arathusa  Vinton  and 
resided  in  Providence,  where  he  died  May  13,  1867. 
(4)  Shirley  Anon  was  horn  Oct.  5,  1829.  (5)  Har- 

riet A.,  born  Aug.  12,  1831,  married  Samuel  Ed- 
wards, and  died  at  Valley  Falls  in  1853.  (6)  Ruth 

Ann,  born  April  i,  1834,  is  the  widow  of  William 
L.  Roberts  and  resides  in  Providence.  (7)  Sarah 
E.,  born  Oct.  18,  1835,  is  unmarried  and  resides 
in  Providence. 

Shirley  A.  Elshree  was  horn  Oct.  5,  1829,  in 
Globe  village,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  North 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  was  but  a small  boy  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Albion.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited,  as  he  began  work  in  a cotton 
mill  when  only  ten  years  old,  working  even  at  that 
tender  age  an  average  of  fifteen  hours  a day  and  re- 
ceiving wages  of  $1.25  per  week,  all  of  which  went 
to  his  parents.  He  continued  to  go  and  come  at 
the  ring  of  the  factory  hell  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  became  a clerk  in 
the  village  store  at  Albion.  Later  he  was  similarly 
employed  at  Valley  Falls.  In  1848,  having  accumu- 
lated a little  capital,  he  started  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  establishing  a grocery  at  Valiev  Falls. 
However,  he  was  there  only  a short  time  when  he 


contracted  the  “gold  fever,’’  and  in  February,  1849, 
he  sold  his  l)usiness,  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month 
sailing  from  Boston  in  the  “Velasco,”  bound  for 
San  Francisco,  which  they  reached  Oct.  7,  after  a 
voyage  of  over  230  days.  After  remaining  in  Cal- 
ifornia for  three  years,  prospecting  in  Calaveras 
county  and  vicinity,  he  returned  to  Rhode  Island 
by  way  of  Central  America  and  Lake  Nicaragua, 
experiencing  many  hardships  and  interesting  adven- 
tures en  route.  Soon  after  his  return  he  became  a 
clerk  for  George  Whipple,  the  well-known  old- 
time  hatter  and  men’s  furnisher,  whose  place  of 
business  was  located  on  the  site  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Hospital  Trust  Company.  Remaining  as  a 
clerk  with  Mr.  Whipple  for  several  years,  until 
1863,  he  then  formed  a partnership  with  Henry  Val- 
leau,  another  clerk  in  the  same  place,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Elshree  & Valleau,  a relation  which  con- 
tinued unbroken  until  the  death  of  IMr.  Valleau,  in 
March,  1903.  The  house  enjoyed  prosperity  from 
the  start,  and  by  upright  and  honorable  dealings 
became  the  leading  concern  of  the  kind  in  the  city. 
The  relations  between  the  partners  were  unusually 
friendly,  and  both  were  regarded  as  men  of  higli 
business  standing  and  substantial  in  every  way. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Valleau  Mr.  Elsbree  pur- 
chased his  interest  and  was  sole  owner  until  the 
year  1906,  when  the  business  was  incorporated  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Elshree  & Valleau  Company, 
of  which  Shirley  A.  Elshree  became  president ; his 
son,  Eugene  V.,  treasurer ; and  Richard  Macomb, 
a former  clerk,  secretary. 

On  Jan.  26,  1857,  Mr.  Elsbree  was  married  to 
Sarah  Ann  Pitcher,  who  was  born  May  12,  1834, 
daughter  of  Welcome  W.  and  Caroline  f Burgess) 
Pitcher,  and  died  Sept.  14,  1901.  Six  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  viz. : (i)  Shirley  A.,  born  Nov. 

14,  i860,  died  Aug.  31,  t86i.  (2)  Annie  C,  born 

June  29,  1862,  was  married  Nov.  7,  1888,  to  Albert 
M.  Briggs,  and  resides  in  Providence,  Mr.  Briggs 
being  connected  with  the  Franklin  Machine  Com- 
pany. They  have  one  daughter,  Gertrude  M.,  born 
Nov.  25,  1890.  (3)  Minnie  L.,  horn  May  23,  1864, 

died  Dec.  7,  1869.  (4)  Eugene  Valleau,  born  Oct. 

7,  1867,  graduated  from  the  Providence  high  school 
and  immediately  afterward  became  identified  with 
the  firm  of  Elsbree  & Valleau.  As  previously 
stated,  he  is  treasurer  of  the  corporation.  On  Nov. 
7,  1900,  he  married  IMary  A.  Sweet,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Hope,  born  Oct.  9,  1901,  and  Shir- 
ley S.,  born  Feb.  2,  1903.  (5)  Elizabeth  C.  was 

horn  Feb.  28,  1871.  (6)  Gertrude  P.,  born  March 

25,  1874,  died  Nov.  18,  of  the  same  year. 

IMr.  Elsbree  resides  at  No.  23  Somerset  street, 
which  place  has  been  his  residence  for  the  past 
thirtv  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Society  of 
California  Pioneers  of  New  England  and  the  Fortv- 
Nine  Club,  both  organizations  admitting  to  mem- 
bership only  those  who  went  to  California  in  1849. 
Mr.  Elsbree  takes  little  or  no  interest  in  political 
matters. 
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KAl'LL.  The  Kaull  family  is  of  record  in 
kliode  Island  as  early  as  the  Revolutionary  period, 
while  for  perhaps  a century  the  name  has  been  iden- 
tified with  Xewi)ort  and  that  vicinity,  where  W d- 
liam  Ranll  settled.  I'or  several  generations  his  de- 
,-cendants  have  been  among  the  city's  substantial 
men  and  women,  and  are  allied  by  marriage  to  some 
of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families  of  Newport 
countv.  including  the  Rarker.  .Vnthonv.  lUtrdick  and 
(iifford  families. 

At  some  time  ])rior  to  the  Revolution  one  John 
Kaiill.  born  in  Ciermany  about  1750,  found  his  way 
to  the  Colonies,  and  when  the  struggle  for  inde- 
])emlence  came  espoused  the  Patriot  cause.  He 
fought  under  Rochambeau  and  later  received  a pen- 
sion for  his  services.  He  died  in  the  town  of  Pris- 
tol,  R.  I.,  iMarch  31.  1839.  aged  eighty-nine  years. 

( )ne  of  his  .sons.  Hiram,  died  in  Newport  Oct.  28, 
1824.  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Another  of  the  name, 
a William  Kaull.  Jr.,  is  recorded  as  serving  as  en- 
sign and  then  lieutenant  in  a Newport  company  of 
the  State  militia  from  1836  to  1839.  inclusive.  ■ 

\\’illiam  Kaull  was  born  on  New]:)ort 'Island,  and 
(bed  in  the  city  of  Newport.  A man  of  rugged 
constitution  and  great  strength,  he  followed  the 
calling  of  a blacksmith,  at  which  he  continued  to 
work  till  greatly  advanced  in  years.  Originally  es- 
tablished in  Middletown,  he  later  moved  his  shop 
to  Newport,  where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent. 
In  character  he  was  industrious  and  thrifty,  with 
<|uiet  and  unassuming  demeanor,  and  his  life  was 
one  consistent  with  the  professions  of  a member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church.  On  May  26.  1815.  he 
married  Betsey  (or  Elizabeth)  Cox,  of  Newport, 
and  they  had  several  children,  among  them  George 
C.  and  Thomas  F. 

George  C.  Kaull  was  born  in  New])ort  Feb.  4, 
1816.  and  for  nearly  ei.ghty-two  years  was  a resi- 
dent of  that  city,  passing  to  the  Ix'tter  world  Dec. 
20.  1897.  Like  his  father  he  was  a blacksmith  all 
his  life,  beginning'  at  an  early  age  under  his  father 
and  in  later  years  having  a shop  of  his  own  in  New- 
])ort.  He  married.  Aug.  i,  1836,  Mary  ^1..  daugh- 
ter of  Paul  Barker,  of  Middletown,  R.  F.  and  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union  as  follows : George 
C..  June  r.  i8t8.  who  married  iMary  Huddy.  and 
resides  in  Newport,  engaged  in  the  fish  industry; 
John  A..  March  8,  1841,  a grocer  in  Newport,  now 
deceased,  who  married  Harriet  Peckham  : Thomas 
F.,  Jan.  23.  1843.  who  died  in  infanev : i\lary  F.. 
.\pril  16.  1843.  who  also  died  in  infancy:  James  T., 
Jan.  22.  184B;  and  William  H..  i\lay  i.  1849,  a car- 
penter by  trade,  who  married  Louisa  Frasch  and 
lives  in  Newport. 

J.\.MKs  Turner  K.vull  was  born  Jan.  22,  1846. 
.\fter  completing  his  course  in  the  ])ul)lic  schools  he 
was  employed  as  a clerk  by  Phili])  Sherman  in  his 
meat  market,  and  worked  for  him  several  years. 
He  was  ne.xt  engaged  in  a similar  cajtacitv  in  the 
market  and  grocery  conducted  by  his  brothers 
George  C.  and  John  and  remained  there  for  a 


consideraltle  period.  But  in  1872  he  decided  to  go 
into  business  for  himself  and  so  engaged  in  team- 
ing, a venture  which  proved  profitable  and  which 
he  continued  successfully  till  1896.  One  of  the  im- 
portant contracts  which  he  secured  was  for  hauling 
the  stone  used  in  building  sea-walls  around  New- 
port barbor,  and  another,  held  for  about  ten  years, 
was  for  watering  the  city  streets.  In  1896  he 
opened  a livery  stable,  which  he  carried  on  for 
about  si.x  years,  enjoying  a very  large  patronage, 
but  in  1902  he  retired  from  this  business,  purchased 
a farm  iu  iMiddletown,  and  planned  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  its  management,  with  special  atten- 
tion to  poultry  raising.  He  made  many  improve- 
ments on  the  place  and  was  just  getting  everything 
well  started  when  his  life  was  brought  suddenly  to 
a close,  on  May  18,  1903. 

Mr.  Kaull  never  mingled  much  cither  in  public 
affairs  or  with  organizations  of  a .social  nature,  for 
he  was  cpiiet  and  simple  in  his  tastes,  devoted  to  his 
home  and  family  and  much  absorbed  in  his  private 
business.  The  only  organization  in  which  he  held 
membership  was  the  Imjmoved '( )rder  of  Red  Men. 
In  political  faith  he  was  a Republican. 

Mr.  Kaull  is  survived  by  a widow  and  two  chil- 
dren. i\lrs.  Kaull,  to  whom  he  was  united  iMay  8. 
1873,  was  i\liss  Amanda  P'.  Gifford,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Lydia  (Dawley)  Gifford,  of  Newport. 
Their  union  was  an  unusually  happy  one  and  was 
blessed  with  a daughter  and  a son.  namely : Lena 
May,  born  Sept.  22,  1876,  a kindergartner  in  the 
!\lill  street  school:  and  James  T.,  Jr.,  born  May  22, 
1883.  a clerk  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  office 
of  William  Iv.  Brightman,  of  Newport. 

Mr.  Kaull  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  First 
iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served 
on  the  beard  of  trustees  many  years.  He  left  be- 
hind him  the  name  of  a capable  and  honorable  bus- 
iness man,  and  his  death  was  regretted  not  only  by 
his  family  and  associates,  but  by  many  needy  ones 
\vho  had  received  from  him  a ready  charity  of  much 
greater  scope  than  was  ever  known. 

DOM’NES.  The  Providence  Downes  family, 
at  the  head  of  which  for  fifty  and  more  years  here 
has  been  resident  Lewis  Thomas  Downes,  formerly 
of  the  What  Cheer  and  Hope  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Companies,  is  a branch  of  the  Connecticut 
family,  a family  of  250  years  standing  in  that 
State. 

(I)  John  Downes,  the  progenitor  of  the  family, 
is  of  record  in  the  Colony  of  New  Haven  as  early 
as  Sept.  16,  1646,  and  in  1659  the  birth  of  his  first 
child  occurred.  The  Downes  family  is  an  ancient 
one  in  England,  having,  it  is  said,  an  authentic 
])edigree  from  1243.  Here  in  New  England,  in 
Connecticut,  the  early  home  of  the  family,  the 
records  evidence  the  patriotism  of  the  stock  as 
])artici])ants  in  the  Colonial  wars,  including  also  the 
struggle  for  independence. 

( H ) Ebenezer  Downes,  fourth  child  of  John. 
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born  in  1667,  married  Mary  Umberficld  in  1694. 
He  died  Alarch  20,  1711. 

(Ill)  Seth  Downes,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born 
in  1704.  He  married  Mary  Sperry,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn. ; she  was  a member  of  the  family  which  har- 
bored the  regicides. 

(I\')  Seth  Downes  (2),  son  of  Seth,  was  born 
in  1730,  and  in  1751  he  married  Sarah  Wilmot, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Wilmot. 

(V)  David  Downes,  son  of  Seth  (2),  was  born 
in  1760.  He  spent  his  earlier  life  in  New  Haven 
and  there  all  his  children  were  born.  He  made  his 
home  in  about  1800  some  four  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  now  city  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  at  what  was 
called  the  Bucks  Hill  School  District,  and  there 
purchased  a farm  with  his  eldest  son.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  near  what  is  now  Waterville  (then  Pine 
Hole  School  District).  Referring  to  the  village  of 
Waterville,  formerly  known  as  the  Pine  Hole 
School  District,  which  was  the  home  of  Air. 
Downes,  the  historian  of  that  section  writes ; “At 
the  sawmill  at  the  upper  end  of  Sheffield  street 
was  the  home  of  David  Downes,  father  of  Anson 
Downes.  It  was  in  the  house  that  the  Alethodist 
Church  in  Waterbury,  now  so  large  and  prosper- 
ous, seems  to  have  had  its  beginning.”  This  saw- 
mill had  been  established  on  Hancock  Brook  about 
1750  by  one  Scott.  It  was  owned  for  many  years 
by  David  Downes,  then  by  John  and  Anson 
Downes,  and  later  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Joseph  Welton.  The  Alethodist  class  was  estab- 
lished in  the  home  referred  to  in  1815,  it  then  being 
occupied  by  Joseph  Wheeler,  Jr.  Mr.  Downes  pur- 
chased the  home  in  1816,  and  the  locality  was  long 
known  as  Downes  Mill.  In  1782  Air.  Downes  mar- 
ried Alary  Chatterton,  and  their  children  were : 
John,  born  July  28,  1783,  married  in  1805  Harriet 
Tolies;  Patty,  born  Sept.  25,  1785,  married  Alicah 
Sperry;  Ephraim,  born  Dec.  20,  1787,  married 
Chloe  Painter;  Polly,  born  Sept.  9,  1790,  married 

Hubbard  ; Susan,  born  Jan.  7,  1793,  married 

Jesse  Scott;  Delia  Alaria,  born  June  2,  1795,  mar- 
ried Prindle  Root;  Anson,  born  Jan.  29,  1797,  died 
Nov.  II,  1878;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  28,  1799,  mar- 
ried   Alcott;  and  Anna,  born  Alarch  5,  1802, 

married  David  Sprague. 

(VI)  Anson  Downes,  son  of  David  and  father 
of  Lewis  T.,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1797,  and  on 
Oct.  26,  1823,  was  married  to  Eveline  Welton,  who 
was  born  Jan.  23,  1800,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wel- 
ton. Air.  Downes  passed  his  early  business  life  in 
the  town  of  Plymouth  and  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  asso- 
ciated with  Silas  Hoadley  in  the  manufacture  of 
clocks,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  line.  He 
returned  to  Waterville  and  lived  many  years  at  the 
corner  of  Sheffield  street.  He  was  a man  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected  in  his  community.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Lewis  Thomas,  born  July  9,  1824;  El- 
more A.,  born  Oct.  18,  1826:  Alary  E.,  born  Nov. 
30,  1829,  who  is  deceased  ; AVilliam  Wallace,  born 


Jan.  25,  1835,  who  is  deceased;  John  E.,  born  June 
26,  1837;  and  Dwight  Al.,  born  July  23,  1839. 

(VH)  Lewis  Thomas  Downes,  son  of  Anson 
and  Eveline  (Welton)  Downes,  was  born  July  9, 
1824,  in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  at- 
tended the  academies  at  Cheshire,  AVaterbury  and 
Newtown,  all  Connecticut  institutions  of  high 
standing.  Subsequently  he  furthered  his  education 
in  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1848  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.;  in  1851 
that  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
A.  AI.  After  his  graduation  he  became  a law 
student  in  the  office  of  Judge  Erancis  Parsons,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.  Coming  to  Providence  in  1855, 
Air.  Downes  has  since  been  one  of  the  active  and 
prominent  business  men  of  the  community  and  of 
the  State.  Soon  after  locating  here  he  became  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  Air.  Royal  Chapin,  wool  dealer 
and  manufacturer,  and  in  1861  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  Air.  George  W.  Chapin  in  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods,  the  firm  soon  after  build- 
ing the  Riverside  Alills,  Air.  Downes  doing  all  the 
work.  Previous  to  this  he  had  spent  some  time 
in  Europe  studying  the  methods  and  processes  of 
the  woolen  manufacturers  in  England,  Erance,  Bel- 
gium, Germany  and  Austria.  This  resulted  in 
his  introducing  into  the  country  several  machines 
and  processes  of  manufacture  of  woolen  goods, 
not  before  known  in  the  United  States.  Among 
these  may  be  mentioned  the  Bollette  First  Braker 
Card  Feeder,  the  first  self-operating  woolen  mules, 
the  Houget  double-cylinder  gigs,  now  generally 
known  as  the  Downes  gigs,  as  well  as  several  other 
woolen  finishing  machines.  The  goods,  first  of  the 
kind  produced  in  this  country,  of  the  Riverside 
mills  were  wool  and  mohair  astrakhans,  also  wor- 
sted coatings  and  Austrian  cloakings  in  great 
variety.  These  manufacturers  were  the  first  success- 
ful makers  of  what  were  known  as  chinchilla  goods, 
making,  the  most  costly  turned  out  in  the  country. 
They  received  as  high  as  fifteen  dollars  a yard  for 
the  mohair  astrakhans. 

In  1872  Air.  Downes  severed  his  connection 
with  the  Riverside  Alills,  and  in  the  year  following, 
associated  with  Air.  Elisha  Harris,  organized  the 
What  Cheer  Alutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and 
in  1875  he  organized  the  Hope  Alutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  which  have  reached  the  front  rank 
of  New  England  mutual  factory  insurance  com- 
panies. Of  both  of  these  companies  Air.  Downes 
was  chief  executive  officer  for  twenty-nine  years. 

As  a part  of  his  early  education  Air.  Downes 
received  careful  musical  training  under  some  of  the 
most  noted  masters  of  the  organ  and  voice.  This 
taste  he  has  cultivated  in  several  trips  abroad  by 
careful  study  of  music  in  the  most  famous  cathed- 
rals and  churches  in  Europe,  hence  for  much  of  his 
life  he  has  been  known  far  and  wide  as  a church 
musician  and  organist,  and  he  has  done  much 
toward  raising  the  standard  of  church  music  in 
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this  country,  particularly  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 
l\Ir.  Downes  was  for  several  years  a member  of  the 
school  committee  in  Providence,  and  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  music. 

In  his  political  affiliations  ]\Ir.  Downes  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Churchmen’s  Club  since  its  organization;  and  is 
also  a member  of  the  Advance  Club,  and  has  served 
as  its  executive  committeeman,  and  has  been  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  municipal  reform. 

In  1857  i\Ir.  Downes  was  married  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Royal  and  IMaria  T.  Chapin,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Ellen  ]\I.,  Herbert  C.,  Emma  W'. 
and  Lewis  W.,  the  last  named  being  the  only  sur- 
vivor. Lewis  \V.  Downes  is  the  inventor  of  the 
D.  & W’.  fuse  which  has  come  into  use  in  the  Sub- 
way in  New  York  and  many  other  lines  in  New 
York.  These  fuses  are  being  shipped  to  all  parts 
of  the  world.  He  married  Mary  Louise  Seagrave, 
daughter  of  G.  A.  Seagrave  and  wife. 

CHAHPLIX.  The  history  of  the  Champlin 
family  of  Rhode  Island  is  as  follows : 

(I)  Geoffrey,  Jeaffrey  or  Jeffrey  Champlin,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Champlins  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, appears  of  record  in  1628.  He  married,  and 
his  children  were : Jeffrey  was  born  at  Newport 
in  1650:  William,  born  in  1654,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  James  Babcock : Christopher,  born  in 
1656,  and  died  at  Westerly,  April  2,  1732,  was 
twice  married,  the  name  of  his  first  wife  not  being 
known,  and  his  second  was  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
William  Davel. 

(II)  Jeffrey  Champlin,  horn  at  Newport,  R. 
I.,  in  1650,  died  at  Kingstown,  in  1715.  He  married 
and  his  children  were:  Jeffrey,  born  in  1670:  and 
William, 

(III)  Jeffrey  Champlin,  born  in  1670,  married 

(first)  Susannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susan- 
nah (Cole)  Eldred,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 
Emblin,  born  Jan.  30,  170T  ; Jeffrey,  born  Feb.  2, 
1703.  His  second  wife,  Hannah,  bore  him  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Thomas,  born  Sept,  2,  1708; 

Stephen,  born  Feb.  2,  1709;  and  William,  iDorn 
March  3,  1712.  For  his  third  wife,  he  married  Sus- 
annah, and  their  children  were : Hannah,  born 
Ian.  Ti.  1714:  and  John,  born  Feb.  12,  1716.  Jef- 
frey Champlin  died  in  1717,  and  his  will,  dated 
Feb.  14,  1717.  was  proved  March  10,  1718. 

(IV)  Jeffrey  Champlin,  born  Feb.  2,  1703,  died 
Aug.  6,  1773.  He  married  Sept.  26,  1725,  Mary 
Northrop,  daughter  of  Henry  and  IMary  Northrop, 
of  Kingstown.  He  resided  in  North  Kingstown, 
where  he  was  made  a freeman.  May  4,  1725,  and  of 
Exeter  in  1742  or  1743.  His  children  were:  Jef- 
frey. born  Oct.  4.  1726;  Thomas.  Sept.  17,  1728; 
Susanna,  Jan.  15.  1730;  IMary,  Jan.  12,  1732-3; 
Emblin,  Jan.  31.  1734-5’.  Elizabeth.  June  20,  1737; 
Christopher,  Oct.  13,  1739;  Benjamin.  Oct.  19, 
1741  ; Daniel,  June  i.  1744;  and  Hannah  (?), 


(AO  Benjamin  Champlin,  born  Oct.  19,  1741, 
married  Feb.  8,  1763.  Elizabeth  Gardiner,  born  Dec. 
21,  1743,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Champ- 
lin) Gardiner. 

(VI)  Daniel  Champlin,  born  (dct.  3,  1769,  died 
in  North  Kingstown,  April  3,  1832.  He  married, 
Dec.  22,  1788,  Penelope  Allen,  daughter  of  i\Iat- 
thew  and  Hannah  (Dyer)  Allen.  She  died  Nov. 
29,  1843. 

(VII)  Daniel  Gardiner  Champlin,  born  Nov. 
17,  1796.  died  May  29,  1831.  On  Dec.  22,  1814, 
he  married  Lucy  Arnold,  daughter  of  Oliver  Ar- 
nold, born  IMay  14,  1790,  died  April  27,  1866.  Their 
children  were:  Hannah  R.,  born  Sept.  27,  1815, 
died  Oct.  8,  1896;  Benjamin,  born  April  13,  1817: 
Penelope  A.,  born  Sept.  12,  1819,  died  April  4, 
1886 ; Lucy  A.,  born  Jan.  9,  1822,  died  Dec.  5,  1839 ; 
Daniel  G.,  born  April  ii,  1824,  died  March  25  (?), 
1893;  Edwin  H.,  horn  i\Iay  28,  1826,  died  June  ii, 
i860;  Philetus  H.,  born  May  28,  1826,  died  June 
20,  1826. 

(VIII)  Benjamin  Champlin,  born  April  13, 
1817,  in  North  Kingstown,  died  June  30,  1872.  On 
Sept.  28,  1837,  he  married  Amy  Ann  Pierce,  daugh- 
ter-of  Elisha  and  Amey  (Gardiner)  Pierce,  born 
Dec.  24,  1820,  died  Oct.  6,  1898.  They  became  the 
parents  of : Eliza  B.,  born  IMay  27,  1840,  died  Aug. 
15.  1840;  Benjamin,  Jr.,  born  June  7,  1844,  died 
Oct.  9,  1845  ! Charles  Gardiner. 

(IX)  Charles  Gardiner  Champlin.  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  Nov.  30.  1848,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  near  Saunderstown,  and  married  in 
South  Kingstown,  Jan.  i,  1879,  Mary  P.  Knowles, 
born  Aug.  28,  1848,  and  their  daughter,  Alabel 
Florence,  was  born  July  3,  1880. 

Through  her  mother  Mabel  F.  Champlin  is  de- 
scended from : 

(I)  Henry  Knowles,  born  in  1609.  died  in  1679. 
His  children  were:  John  died  unmarried:  William, 
born  in  1645.  married -Alice  Fish: 

IMary  married  Closes  Lippitt : Martha  married  Sam- 
uel Eldred;  Henry,  born  in  1654,  died  in  1726,  un- 
married. 

(IP)  William  Knowles,  born  1645,  ^7-7- 

He  married  Alice  Fish,  and  had  children : Henry, 
born  Sept.  29,  1675.  died  IMay  l,  1740.  the  father 
of  Mary  Case  and  Susannah  Boss ; William  mar- 
ried Hannah  Browning;  Daniel  married  Hannah 
Hazard  ; Robert  married  Ann  Hill ; John  married 
Elizabeth  Warner ; Alice ; IMartha  married  Samuel 
Sherman : IMary  married  Eber  Case ; Margaret 
married  William  A’^iaco ; and  Rose  married  John 
AVilson. 

(Ill)  John  Knowles  died  in  1772.  On  May  22, 
1718,  he  married  Elizabeth  AA'arner,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Coggeshall)  AVarner,  and  to 
this  union  were  born:  John,  horn  Alay  25.  1720, 
died  Feb.  9,  1793,  married  Aug.  20,  1748,  Sus- 
annah AA'ilcox : Daniel : Robert  married  Hannah 
Pope  : Samuel : a daughter ; and  Ezekiel. 

(lA^)  Daniel  Knowles  moved  to  Newport  in 
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1761,  and  was  married  on  iMarch  24,  1774,  to  Deb- 
orah Carpenter.  They  I)ecame  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Robert,  horn  Sept.  7,  1777; 
Mary,  born  May  30,  1779,  died  April  10,  1805; 
Sarah,  born  Nov.  10,  1781,  died  July  6,  1856;  Abby, 
born  April  23.  1784,  died  Jan.  16,  1856;  Ruth  and 
John  Potter  (twins),  born  in  August  1786;  Wil- 
liam, born  July  13,  179T,  died  Oct.  25,  1791  ; Sarah, 
born  May  12,  1793,  died  Oct.  28,  1851 ; William, 
born  May  i,  1796. 

(V)  Robert  Knowles,  born  Sept.  7,  1777,  died 
July  7,  1847.  His  wife  was  Bathsheba,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Afary  (Carpenter)  Knowles.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  Joseph  R.,  born  June  10, 
1811;  and  i\Iary,  born  July  2,  1813,  died  March 
19,  1833,  who  married  Sept.  20,  1831,  John  W. 
Watson. 

(VT)  Joseph  R.  Knowles,  born  June  10,  1811, 
died  Sept.  12,  1876.  He  married  Feb.  14,  1839, 
Phebe  Ann  Browning  Tefft,  who  was  born  Aug. 
31,  1813,  and  who  died  Oct.  17,  1848.  On  Jan.  19, 
1859,  he  married  Sarah  S.  Stanton,  born  July  9, 
i8ir,  and  died  July  2,  1898.  His  children  by  his 
first  marriage  were:  John  R.,  born  Feb.  15,  1840, 
died  Oct.  16,  1842 ; Charles,  born  Feb.  5,  1842,  was 
drowned  in  the  river  while  bathing,  July  ii,  1858; 
John  W.,  born  June  7,  1844;  and  Mary  P.,  born 
Aug.  28,  1848. 

(VII)  Mary  P.  Knowles,  born  Aug.  28,  1848, 
was  married  Jan.  i,  1879,  1°  Charles  G.  Champlin. 
They  had  one  child,  Mabel  Florence,  born  July  3, 
1880. 

PERRY  GROSVENOR  SWEET,  a retired 
business  man  of  Providence,  and  long  one  of  the 
city’s  well-known  residents,  is  a son  of  Deacon  Mat- 
thew, a grandson  of  Daniel,  and  a descendant  of 
James  Sweet,  of  Prudence  Island,  the  ancestor  of 
this  numerous  family  in  Rhode  Island. 

Matthew  Sweet,  son  of  Daniel  and  Cynthia,  and 
the  father  .of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born 
Nov.  22,  1788,  and  married  in  1807  Elizabeth  Col- 
vin, born  May  15,  1781,  daughter  of  Curnell  J.  and 
Ruth  (Potter)  Colvin.  Their  children  were : (i) 

Zattu,  born  March  16,  1809,  married  March  22, 
1832,  Betsey  Knight,  daughter  of  Elder  Richard 
and  Rebecca  Knight,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.  He  was 
a farmer  gf  Scituate  and  later  removed  to  New 
York  State,  but  returned  to  Rhode  Island  and  lived 
in  or  near  Providence.  Their  children  were : Mary 
Eliza,  the  only  one  to  reach  adult  age,  who  married 
Albert  Briggs,  and  resides  at  New  Britain,  Conn. ; 
Jane  Frances,  born  Aug.  7,  1834,  who  died  in  York 
State;  Emeline,  born  July  25,  1837;  Clara  Jane, 
born  June  21,  1844;  Ellen,  born  Nov.  18,  1840;  and 
Albert  Leroy,  born  March  7,  1846.  (2)  John  P., 
second  child  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth,  was  born 
April  4,  1811,  and  married  Feb.  2.  1834,  Sarah 
Brayton,  born  March  7,  1811,  daughter  of  Stephen. 
He  was  a machinist  in  Scituate,  Cranston  and  also 
in  Coventry,  R.  1.  For  a time  he  was  engaged  in 


the  jewelry  business  in  Providence,  where  he  died. 
]\lrs.  Sweet  died  April  21,  1866.  Their  children 
were:  Anne  E.,  born  Jan.  24,  1835,  married  Sept. 
5,  1853,  Loomis  Wright,  and  their  children  were 
John  F.,  Walter  E.,  Loomis  B.  and  Clara  (who 
married  W'illiam  E.  Arnold)  ; Sarah  J.,  born  Alay 
28,  1841,  married  Oct.  3,  1863,  Prelott  Rounds,  of 
Foster,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were  Charles  E. 
and  Lizzie  A.  (who  married  Herbert  Henry).  (3) 
Silas  A.,  born  x\ug.  4,  1814,  married  in  the  fall  of 
1836,  Lucinda  Snell,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cyn- 
thia Snell,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  re- 
moved to  Providence,  where  he  was  long  established 
and  commanded  the  universal  respect  of  a wide  ac- 
quaintance. W'hen  a young  man  he  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Scituate,  and  for  a time  was  or- 
ganist in  the  church  at  Providence.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1837,  and  also  their  only  child.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  Feb.  7,  1839,  Susan  Pierce,  born 
Jan.  8,  1817,  daug'hter  of  Caleb  and  Susanna,  and 
their  children  were  Julianna  (born  Oct.  7,  1840, 
died  in  1847),  and  William  P.  (born  April  16,  1845, 
died  in  1880,  leaving  a widow  and  one  child).  (4) 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  Sweet, 
was  born  Nov.  29,  1816,  and  married  Sept.  2,  1839, 
Lodowick  Brayton,  of  Cranston.  They  resided  in 
Providence,  ilr.  Brayton  operated  a foundry  and 
machine  shop  in  the  town  of  Warwdck,  though  he 
lived  in  Providence.  [More  extended  mention  of 
him  appears  in  the  Brayton  family  sketch.]  Mrs. 
Brayton  died  in  March,  1859.  (5)  William  B.,  son 

of  iMatthew,  born  IHay  24,  1820,  married  Dec.  31, 
1845,  Waity  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Dor- 
cas Reynolds.  i\Ir.  Sweet  was  also  a blacksmith 
and  was  long  in  business  in  Providence,  where  he 
is  well  remembered  by  the  older  business  men.  He 
was  regarded  as  a man  of  sterling  integrity.  His 
children  were:  Maria  D.,  born  Dec.  25,  1847,  who 
married  Dec.  25,  1873,  James  E.  Johnson ; Walter 
B.,  born  Feb.  26,  1855  ; and  William  F..  born  Oct. 
I,  1864.  who  died  April  3,  1886.  (6)  Curnell,  born 

Aug.  20,  1823,  died  in  1826. 

iMrs.  Elizabeth  (Colvin)  Sweet,  wife  of  Mat- 
thew, and  mother  of  the  foregoing  children,  died 
IMarch  i,  1826,  and  Deacon  Sweet  on  July  30,  1829, 
married  Emma  Grosvenor,  daughter  of  Rev.  Rich- 
ard and  Rebecca  Brayton  Knight,  of  Cranston.  To 
this  union  were  born  five  children:  (i)  Perrv 

Grosvenor  is  mentioned  further  on.  (2)  Frederick 
Emerson,  born  March  28,  1834,  died  unmar- 
ried Jan.  5,  1868.  (3)  Emma  Louise,  born  Sept. 

10.  1840,  married  John  R.  Pearce.  She  died 
in  September,  1896,  leaving  children — Frederick  L. 
and  Matthew  E.  (4)  Cynthia  Rebecca,  widow  of 
Richmond  Spencer,  resides  in  Providence.  (5) 
Albert  Dwight,  born  April  ii,  1850,  resides  in 
Providence. 

Deacon  Matthew  Sweet  was  well  known  in  his 
generation  among  Rhode  Island  business  men.  He 
first  purchased  the  Paul  Mumford  estate  and  fol- 
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lowed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1840,  when  with 
his  sons  Perrv  G.  and  Frederick  E.  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  what  was  called  the  Rhode 
Island  settlement.”  In  1858  he  returned  to  the 
State  of  his  nativity  and  leased  the  Stephen  Bur- 
lino-aine  farm  in  Cranston.  In  1859  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  ^lansfield,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  which  he 
dispo-^ed  of  some  five  vears  later,  and  then  became 
a resident  of  Arctic  village  for  a short  time,  soon 
afterward  purchasing  the  Douglas  Matthewson 
farm,  in  Cranston.  He  died  Nov.  23,  1867,  and  his 
wife  in  October,  1868.  Both  were  buried  in  the 
North  burying-ground  at  Providence.  Deacon  Sweet 
was  for  many  years  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  prominent  in  its  affairs.  He  was 
ever  regarded  as  a man  of  most  sterling  worth,  one 
whose  truth  and  integrity  were  never  questioned. 
He  was  successful  in  life  to  a large  degree,  entirely 
as  the  results  of  his  own  efforts  and  the  intelligent 
management  of  his  affairs.  He  was  a man  of  av- 
erage height  and  \veight,  a great  worker,  and  thor- 
oughly progressive.  His  interest  in  politics  was 
confined  entirely  to  the  regular  casting  of  his  vote, 
in  the  support  of  the  Whig  and  later  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

Perry  G.  Sweet  was  born  in  Scituate,  R.  1., 
Tune  26^,  1831.  In  his  youth  he  was  the  recipient 
of  such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  by 
the  various  communities  in  wdiich  the  family  re- 
sided. At  the  age  of  nine  years  he,  with  the  family, 
made  the  trip  by  wagon  to  New  York  State,  where 
his  father  had  purchased  some  four  hundred  acres 
of  land.  He  subsequently  remained  with  and  ac- 
companied his  father  in  the  latter’s  movements. 
From  1859  to  1864  he  conducted  the  Paul  Mumford 
farm,  which  had  been  purchased  ’soon  after  the 
family  returned  from  “the  west.”  In  1865  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Earl  Carpenter  & Son,  of  Prov- 
idence, where  he  remained  until  January,  1875.  He 
then  accepted  a position  with  the  Narragansett  Ice 
Company,  and  after  two  years,  in  1877,  he  pur- 
chased the  business.  In  this  Mr.  Sweet  exhibited 
the  keen  foresight  and  excellent  business  qualifica- 
tions of  which  he  is  possessed,  and  from  an  exceed- 
ingly small  beginning  he  built  up  a business  of 
much  magnitude.  Six'horses  and  four  wagons  were 
about  all  that  the  establishment  consisted  of  when 
i\Ir.  Sweet  gained  control,  and  when  he  retired,  in 
1898,  the  business  was  one  of  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  State.  After  an  extended  period  of 
business  activity  Mr.  Sweet  devotes  his  attention 
to  farming  in  a small  way,  more  as  a diversion  than 
as  an  occupation,  and  is  closely  attached  to  his  home 
and  family. 

]\Ir.  Sweet  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  Mrs. 
Sweet  being  Miss  Altha  D.,  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Olive  Bentiy,  of  Lincoln,  N.  Y.,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  the  following  children:  (i)  Brayton 
DeWavne,  born  Feb.  25.  1853,  married  Elizabeth 
Brown,  daughter  of  Charles  Brown,  of  North 


Kingstown,  and  they  reside  in  Providence,  where 
Mr.  Sweet  has  a responsible  position  with  the 
Rhode  Island  Company.  (2)  Emerson  Dever,  born 
Aug.  16,  1854,  married  Sarah  Atkinson,  daughter 
of  Edwin,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Edwin 
C.  (deceased)  and  Altha  Louisa  (born  April  26, 
1880).  Mr.  Sweet  is  connected  with  the  Provi- 
dence Ice  Company.  (3)  Edward  Clayton,  born 
Eeb.  24,  1858,  married  Clara  Rose,  widow  of  R.  L. 
Rose.  They  reside  in  Newport,  R.  I.  Mr.  Sweet 
is  general  manager  of  the  Providence  Ice  Company. 
The  mother  of  the  foregoing  died  Aug.  9,  1863. 
Mr.  Sweet  married  (second)  Dec.  16,  1866,  in 
Centreville,  R.  I.,  Miss  Louise  M.  Spencer,  daugh- 
ter of  Virnum  and  Elizabeth  Spencer,  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  to  them  have  come  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (i)  Fred  Perry,  born  June  i, 
1868,  married  Dora  E.,  daughter  of  Sayles  and 
Maria  Clark,  and  they  have  one  child.  Evert  S., 
born  June  19,  1904.  Mr.  Sweet  is  a machinist  and 
is  connected  with  the  Rhode  Island  Company.  (2) 
Frank  Evert,  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.. 
Perry  G.  Sweet,  born  June  29,  1874,  married  Eva 
M.  Callas,  and  resides  in  Providence.  Mrs.  Perry 
G.  Sweet  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  of  Rhode 
Island  families,  the  Spencers,  of  whom  an  extended 
account  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

The  long  active  career  of  Perry  Grosvenor 
Sweet  was  one  of  continuous  labor,  industry  and 
honest  endeavor,  and  to  these  traits,  combined  with 
his  excellent  business  ability,  may  be  credited  his 
success  in  life.  He  is  an  unpretentious,  unassum- 
ing, genial  and  kindly  gentleman,  of  unblemished 
moral  character,  despising  hypocrisy  and  pretense, 
a true  friend  where  merited  confidence  is  reposed. 
He  is  a member  of  Elmwood  Lodge,  No.  16, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  been  a trustee  of  that 
lodge  since  soon  after  he  joined  it.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  btiilding  committee  when  the  Elmwood 
Lodge  (Knights  of  Pythias)  building  was  erected, 
this  being  the  only  lodge  building  in  the  State 
owned  by  a Knights  of  Pythias  lodge. 

DEACON  ALBERT  J.  MOWRY,  one  of  the 
leading  and  valuable  citizens  of  Smithfield,  R.  I., 
in  which  town  he  has  long  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  community’s  civil  and  religious  af- 
fairs, is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  that  old  town,  tracing  his  ancestry  to  (I)  Roger 
Mowry,  who  is  spoken  of  fully  elsewhere. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Mowry,  son  of  Roger,  was 
born  in  1644  in  England,  emigrated  in  manhood 
to  New  England,  and  with  his  brother  John  was 
made  a freeman  in  Providence  in  1672.  He  was  a 
large  landholder  in  what  is  now  Smithfield  and 
North  Smithfield,  and  must  have  been  a man  of 
influence  in  the  community.  In  1666  he  married 
Johannah,  daughter  of  Edward  Inman,  and  he 
died  March  24,  1717-18,  leaving  these  children: 
Nathaniel,  John,  Henry,  Joseph,  Martha,  Sarah,. 
Johannah,  Patience,  Mercy  and  Experience. 
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(III)  Capt.  Joseph  Mowry,  son  of  Nathaniel, 
was  born  in  1675,  and  was  married  June  3,  1695, 
to  Alice  Whipple.  He  was  a farmer  of  Smith- 
held,  and  the  father  of  these  children : Daniel, 
born  Sept.  6,  1696;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  26,  1698; 
Oliver,  born  Sept.  26,  1699;  Alice,  born  Jan.  6, 
1712;  and  Waite,  born  June  6,  1716. 

(IV)  Oliver  Mowry,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph, 
was  born  Sept.  26,  1699,  was  a farmer,  and  resided 
in  Smithfield.  He  married  Dec.  18,  1727,  Dorcas 
Whipple.  Their  children  were:  Job,  James, 
Silence,  Abigail,  Anne  and  Marcy. 

(V)  Job  Mowry,  son  of  Oliver,  born  Oct.  30, 
1739,  lived  in  Smithfield.  He  was  captain  of  a 
train  band  and  saw  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  On  March  20,  1760,  he  married  Zilpah 
Sayles,  born  March  22,  1743,  who  died  Jan.  26, 
1826.  Job  Mowry  died  March  25,  1822.  Their 
children  were:  Oliver,  born  April  28,  1761,  died 
Aug.  28,  1770;  Esek,  born  Dec.  20,  1762,  died  in 
July,  1782;  Lucina,  born  Jan.  13,  1765,  died  June 
28,  1810;  George,  born  Sept.  7,  1766,  died  Sept. 
22,  1784;  Joab,  born  May  9,  1768,  died  Jan.  10, 
1834;  Lydia  was  born  Sept.  13,  1770;  Martha, 
June  10,  1772;  Ziba,  Oct.  27,  1774;  Wait  and  Elce, 
twins,  Nov.  3,  1776;  and  Job,  March  3,  1781  (died 
Oct.  15,  1813). 

(VI)  Ziba  Mowry,  born  Oct.  27,  1774,  was  a 
farmer  and  also  worked  at  the  coopering  business. 
He  was  a thrifty  and  substantial  citizen,  and  re- 
sided all  his  life  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Albert  J.  Mowry,  where  he  died  Feb.  i, 
1865,  aged  over  ninety  years;  he  was  buried  in  a 
private  lot  on  his  own  farm.  He  married  Lucy 
Burlingame,  who  died  Sept.  14,  1858,  in  her 
eighty-fourth  year.  Their  children  were : Polly, 
who  married  Jehu  Evans,  a wheelwright  and 
farmer,  died  in  Smithfield  Aug.  28,  1859,  aged 
fifty-two  years;  Waite,  who  married  Gideon  Aid- 
rich,  lived  first  in  Providence  and  later  in  Smith- 
field,  where  she  died ; Ziba  is  mentioned  below ; 
Amy,  who  married  William  Armstrong,  lived  on 
a farm  at  Chepachet;  Christopher,  who  married 
Harriet  Brown,  was  a carpenter,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence ; Lucy,  who  married  William  Bartlett,  died 
in  North  Scituate ; Esther  married  Rufus  Blanch- 
ard, who  was  a cabinetmaker  in  Providence. 

(VII)  Ziba  Mowry,  son  of  Ziba  and  father  of 

Albert  J.,  was  born  Nov.  29,  1803,  home- 

stead in  Smithfield,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life. 
When  a young  man  he  was  apprenticed  to  Harris 
Steere,  of  Smithfield,  with  whom  he  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  and  this  work  he  followed  in 
connection  with  operating  the  home  farm.  With- 
out instruction  he  picked  up  the  trade  of  mason, 
and  as  he  was  of  a mathematical  turn  of  mind  he 
became  an  excellent  workman  and  was  in  great 
demand  as  a stone  fence  builder,  constructing  miles 
and  miles  of  this  kind  of  inclosure.  He  was  a man 
of  great  industry  and  enjoyed  work,  but  his  career 
was  terminated  by  an  accidental  fall  from  a roof. 


his  death  resulting  from  this  Sept.  23,  1868.  He 
left  behind  him  a reputation  as  a man  of  industry 
and  upright  character. 

Ziba  Mowry  married  Evelina  Smith,  born  July 
19,  1810,  in  Smithfield,  daughter  of  Hendrick  and 
Hannah  (Harrington)  Smith.  Mrs.  Mowry  sur- 
vived her  husband  many  years,  passing  away  Nov. 
8,  1903.  Her  father,  Hendrick  Smith,  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812,  and  her  grandfather.  Re- 
solved Smith,  was  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
The  children  born  to  Ziba  and  Evelina  Mowry 
were : Crawford  F.,  Simon  K.,  Gilbert  A.,  Mary 
H.,  Rasselas  S.,  Josephine,  Albert  J.,  and  Emma. 

(VHI)  Crawford  F.  Mowry  married  Sarah 
Clarke,  and  resides  near  Georgiaville,  engaged  in 
farming.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  two  years 
in  the  United  States  navy.  He  has  one  daughter, 
Luella. 

Simon  K.  iMowry  was  a mill  operative 
at  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  June  13,  1896. 
He  married  Mary  Crossman,  and  was  the  father  of 
two  sons,  Charles  and  Gilbert,  who,  with  their 
mother,  reside  in  Seattle.,  Washington. 

Gilbert  A.  Mowry  married  Caroline  Evans, 
and  resides  on  the  homestead.  He  is  a car- 
penter by  trade.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served 
nine  months  in  the  nth  R.  I.  Vol.  Infantry. 

Alary  H.  Alowry  died  aged  five  months. 

Rasselas  S.  Alowry  married  Alice  U.  Eddy, 
and  resides  in  Providence.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Durward  R.,  Hannah  and  Arthur  S.  By 
profession  he  is  a civil  engineer.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  ist 
Alinn.  Regiment,  for  three  years,  and  later  re- 
enlisted in  Company  I,  ist  Alass.  Heavy  Artillery, 
serving  eleven  months. 

Josephine  Alowry  died  aged  eleven  months. 

Emma  Alowry  died  in  her  ninth  year. 

Albert  J.  Alowry,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  Dec.  6,  1845,  in  the 
house  in  which  he  resides,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  Lapham  Institute,  North  Scituate. 
After  leaving  school  he  returned  to  the  home  farm 
and  took  charge  of  it  for  his  father,  and  after  the 
latter’s  death  he  assumed  full  charge.  He  carried 
on  general  farming  and  fruit  growing,  making 
a specialty  of  the  latter,  and  has  become  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  prosperous  fruit  growers  in  the 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  venture 
into  peach  culture,  in  fact  he  was  the  pioneer  in 
that  line  of  fruit  culture  in  his  section.  He  owns 
about  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  town,  fifty 
of  which  are  in  the  home  farm. 

In  his  political  faith  Air.  Alowry  is  a Republi- 
can. In  1876  he  was  elected  a representative  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  again  in  1880.  For  several 
years  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, and  he  has  been  assessor  of  taxes,  collector  of 
taxes  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  His  duties  in 
public  life  have  always  been  performed  as  becomes 
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a good  citizen  and  an  honorable  man.  In  1867  he 
united  with  the  Free  Baptist  Church  at  Greenville 
and  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  one  of  the 
deacons  of  that  congregation.  He  has  always  taken 
a deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school. 

i\lr.  iMowry  occupies  land  which  has  never  been 
out  of  the  family  name  since  it  was  acquired  by 
Oliver  Mowry,  his  great-great-grandfather,  and  he 
is  the  fifth  generation  in  succession  to  own  the 
farm. 

LYHAX  KENYON.  On  Oct.  9,  1848,  in  a 
room  presumably  the  best  in  the  home  occupied 
by  Rev.  A.  G.  Palmer,  were  three  couples  anxi- 
ously waiting.  They  were  strangers  in  the  lively 
seaport  town  of  Stonington,  and  w'ere  evidently 
inlanders  from  Rhode  Island.  In  fact,  they  had 
driven  twenty  miles,  more  or  less,  eager  to  see  the 
celebrated  Baptist  preacher  whose  fame  had 
reached  many  miles,  but  they  were  probably  still 
more  interested  in  the  object  for  which  all  had 
come — to  get  married.  It  was  a party  of  congenial 
friends  who  had  attended  the  local  parties  and 
country  dances  together,  and  when  the  time  came 
for  them  to  begin  domestic  life,  tliey  decided  to 
start  out  together. 

Fifty  years  later,  Oct.  8,  1898,  one  of  these 
couples,  Lyman  Kenyon  and  Irene  D.  Ennis,  cele- 
brated their  Golden  Wedding,  at  Providence,  and 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  9,  1898,  the  second  couple, 
Joseph  F.  Stillman  and  Lorinda  Maria  Greene, 
held  a quiet  family  reunion  at  their  home  in  Y'es- 
terly.  The  third  couple,  Dennison  Wells  and 
Theresa  Greene,  had  passed  away  at  their  home  in 
Ashaway,  R.  L The  good  old  pastor  had  been 
gathered  to  his  fathers  for  many  years. 

After  their  marriage,  Lyman  Kenyon  and  Irene 
D.  Ennis  returned  to  Potter  Hill,  and  this  happy 
union  remained  unbroken  until  the  death  of  ]\Irs. 
Kenyon,  Sept.  4,  1899.  i\Ir.'  Kenyon’s  death  fol- 
lowed June  9,  1900. 

At  the  time  of  marriage  i\Ir.  Kenyon  was  about 
thirty  years  old,  and  his  wife  was  six  years  his 
junior.  He  ke])t  a country  store  at  Potter  Hill,  a 
small  mill  village.  Soon  afterward  he  removed 
to  Fisherville,  Conn.,  now  North  Grosvenordale, 
and  there  he  kept  the  Union  store.  While  residing 
here  he  was  one  of  the  town’s  officials  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  duties  of  his  office  Avere  well  at- 
tended to.  He  then  moved  to  Providence,  R.  I., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  a few  years, 
afterward  going  to  Richmond,  again  entering  a 
general  store  business,  and  still  later  he  carried  on 
a similar  line  at  Ashaway.  Y’hile  still  retaining 
his  home  in  this  village,  in  1868  he  embarked  in 
business  in  Y’esterly,  closing  his  store  on  Satur- 
day according  to  his  religious  convictions,  and 
spending  the  day  with  his  family,  but  in  1870  he 
removed  the  family  to  Westerly. 

Another  move  took  the  family  to  Charlestown, 
but  several  years  later  they  returned  to  Westerly 


where  they  lived  many  years.  ]\Ir.  Kenyon  was 
associated  in  business  with  Nathan  W.  Browm,  in 
what  was  known  as  the  “barracks,”  on  iMain 
street,  and  the  building  stands  with  Mr.  Ken- 
yon’s name  still  on  the  door,  but  within  his  genial 
face  is  no  longer  seen,  a presence  missed  by  the 
older  residents  in  particular.  In  September,  1898, 
he  sold  out  his  business  and  removed  with  his  wife 
to  Providence  to  make  their  home  with  their  three 
daughters.  Of  their  ten  children  the  survivors  are : 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Ennis,  of  Providence;  Mrs. 
Loanza  A.  Rowe,  of  Lawrence,  Alass. ; Herbert 
T.,  of  Westerly;  and  Misses  Carrie  and  Hattie,  of 
Providence. 

i\Ir.  Kenyon  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Prohibition  party  in  Westerly,  a Prohibitionist  from 
principle,  and  he  was  tireless  in  his  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  that  party. 

Herbert  Thomas  Kenyon  was  born  Oct.  6, 
1856,  in  South  Grosvenordale,  Conn.  His  school 
days  were  mainly  spent  in  Ashaway,  R.  I.,  and  he 
was  employed  in  a mill  at  Westerly  soon  after  leav- 
ing his  books.  In  1875  he  learned  the  builder's 
trade  with  C.  Maxson  & Co.,  of  Westerly,  and 
subsequently  was  associated  with  Randolph,  Bent- 
ley & Co.,  of  Westerly,  for  nineteen  years,  a large 
part  of  the  time  being  their  foreman.  In  August, 
1900,  he  became  associated  with  Gurdon  B.  His- 
cox  in  a partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  T. 
Kenyon  & Co.,  contractors  and  builders  and  deal- 
ers in  all  kinds  of  building  materials,  with  office  at 
No.  57  iMain  street.  Westerly.  This  firm  has  built 
many  of  the  cottages  at  Watch  Hill,  among  them 
that  of  Daniel  Sully,  the  Fenner  cottage  and  the 
Barney  cottage,  first  class  examples  of  architectural 
effects.  In  1904  they  rebuilt  the  Brown  Building, 
one  of  the  principal  business  blocks  of  Westerly, 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year. 

Mr.  Kenyon  was  married  at  Adams  Center, 
N.  Y.,  to  Eliza  L.  Gardiner,  and  they  have  four 
daughters : Marion,  Leona,  Laura  and  Geneva. 
Like  his  fore-fathers,  Mr.  Kenyon  is  a member  of 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 

ROBERT  FRAME,  one  of  Newport’s  repre- 
sentative citizens,  and  an  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive business  man  of  that  city,  comes  of  sturdy 
Scotch  ancestry.  He  was  born  June  15,  1858,  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  son  of  James  and  Agnes 
(Garraway)  Erame. 

Robert  Erame,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a newspaper  man,  and  came  to  America  at  the 
same  time  as  did  James  Gordon  Bennett’s  father. 
He  remained  but  a short  time,  returning  to  Scot- 
land, where  he  wrote  a book  of  his  travels  in 
America.  He  married  (first)  Janet  Pettigrew,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  our  subject’s  father 
being  the  only  son.  Robert  Frame  started  the  first 
omnibus  business  in  Glasgow,  and  was  the  father 
of  good  roads  in  that  country  in  1840,  and  on  that 
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account  prominent  men  of  Scotland  are  now  talk- 
ing of  erecting  a memorial  to  his  memory.  He 
was  also  the  first  to  start  an  illustrated  paper  in 
Scotland,  and  gave  up  that  business  to  engage  in 
the  omnibus  business. 

James  Frame,  son  of  Robert,  is  now  living  in 
Canterbury,  N.  H.  He  came  to  America  in  1868. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier  in  his 
native  country,  which  he  followed  there  for  a time, 
and  after  locating  in  this  country  followed  that 
occupation  for  some  time.  A stanch  Republican, 
he  has  taken  a great  interest  in  politics,  and  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Republican  executive  com- 
mittee, and  held  a number  of  other  offices  in  New 
Hampshire.  He  was  a member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  which  adopted  biennial  elections 
in  New  Hampshire.  In  his  religious  belief  he  is 
a Universalist.  He  married  Agnes  Garraway,  who 
died  in  Scotland,  when  their  only  son,  Robert,  was 
but  four  or  five  years  old,  and  Mr.  Frame  married 
(second)  Jeanie  Paterson,  who  still  survives.  To 
]\lr.  Frame  and  his  second  wife  were  born : Susan 
H.,  who  married  George  W.  Hardy,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Janet  P.,  unmarried;  and  Jeanie,  who 
died  young. 

Robert  Frame’s  education  began  in  Scotland, 
where  he  attended  private  schools.  After  coming 
to  this  country  his  father  settled  at  Sunapee,  N. 
H.,  and  Robert  continued  his  schooling  in  the 
public  and  private  schools  at  Manchester  and 
Franklin.  He  fitted  himself  for  college  at  An- 
dover Academy,  N.  H.,  and  entered  Dartmouth 
in  1878,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1882, 
with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  He  then  read  law  with 
the  late  Hon.  John  M.  Shirley,  of  Andover,  and  the 
late  Hon.  William  G.  Copeland,  of  the  firm  of 
Copeland  & Dodge,  Manchester.  Going  to  \yis- 
consin,  Mr.  Frame  accepted  a position  as  civil 
engineer  on  the  Green  Bay  & Ontonagon  rail- 
road, working  at  construction  for  one  season.  He 
then  went  to  Buffalo  as  division  engineer,  under 
the  late  Col.  George  E.  Waring,  on  the  Buffalo 
trunk  sewer  for  one  year.  He  then  taught  the 
“Penacook”  school  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  joined  the  engineering  force 
of  the  Old  Colony  railroad,  with  quarters  at  South 
Braintree,  Mass.,  and  with  this  railroad  company 
he  remained  about  one  year.  From  there  he  came 
to  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  again  engaged  with  the 
late  Colonel  Waring  as  an  assistant  on  special  work 
for  about  one  year.  In  December,  1898,  Mr. 
Frame  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Newport 
Foundry  & ?\lachine  Company,  which  concern  con- 
sisted of  our  subject,  the  late  J.  J.  Blakeley  and 
the  late  William  R.  Saulpaugh,  doing  all  kinds 
of  machine  work,  especially  that  connected  with 
marine  engines  and  automobiles.  F'pon  the  death 
of  ]\Ir.  Blakeley,  the  other  members  of  the  firm 
continued  the  business  until  1905,  when  the  con- 
cern was  incorporated  under  the  same  name,  and 
Mr.  Frame  was  elected  treasurer  and  general 


manager,  which  positions  he  has  since  held. 

Since  becoming  a resident  of  Newport,  Mr. 
Frame  has  ever  taken  an  activ'e  i)art  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  the  city’s  inter- 
ests. He  is  a member  of  the  Builders’  and  IMcr- 
chants’  Exchange,  of  which  he  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  several  years ; is  treasurer  of  ilie 
Newport  Realty  Company,  and  of  the  Citizen’s 
Business  Association.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Newport  Board  of  Health,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent and  secretary  for  several  years,  and  is  ex- 
president of  the  Tuberculosis  Society,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  founders.  iMr.  Frame  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membership 
in  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; in 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; Deblois  Coun- 
cil, No.  5,  R.  & S.  IM. ; and  Washington  Com- 
mandery.  No.  4,  Knights  Templar,  of  Newport. 
He  is  a charter  member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  No. 
49,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a member  of  Coronet  Coun- 
cil, No.  63,  Royal  /\rcanum.  He  is  connected  with  St. 
Andrew’s  Society,  of  which  he  is  an  ex-president ; 
and  the  Newport  Fish  and  Game  Club,  being  vice- 
president  of  the  same.  Mr.  Frame  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Newport  Pure  Food  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  secretary,  this  company  be- 
ing engaged  among  other  things  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  iMuenchinger’s  Welsh  Rabbit.  Fle  is  also 
treasurer  of  the  Johnston-Graham  Mining  Com- 
pany, which  company  is  operating  the  largest  gold 
mining  properties  in  California.  IMr.  Frame  at- 
tends the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Newport, 
of  which  his  family  are  members.  In  politics  he 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  for  a num- 
ber of  years  as  a member  of  the  Republican  City 
Committee.  In  1906,  at  the  first  election  held 
under  the  new  charter  granted  the  City  of  New- 
port, Air.  Frame  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Representative  Council  from  the  Second  ward  for 
the  two  year  term. 

Air.  Frame  was  married  July  8,  1883,  to  Aliss 
Minnie  F.  Gale,  daughter  of  'Eliphal'et  Gale,  of 
Canterbury,  N.  H.,  and  to  this  union  two  children 
have  been  born : Edna,  now  aged  twenty  years ; 
and  James,  aged  eighteen  years. 

EAIERY  PECKHAAI  SWEET,  AI.  D.,  a 
well-known  and  successful  practitioner  of  Provi- 
dence, belongs  to  an  old  and  numerous  family  of 
Rhode  Island,  being  a descendant  of  James  Sweet, 
of  Prudence  Island,  the  ancestor  of  most  of  the 
family  in  this  State. 

John  Sweet,  the  father  of  James,  settled  at 
Salem,  Alass.,  and  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers 
of  land  at  Providence.  Prom  him  descend  most 
of  the  name  in  America,  whether  Rhode  Island 
families  of  the  name  or  those  found  elsewhere  in 
New  England.  Isaac  Sweet  was  the  father  of 
John,  and  from  him  Dr.  Emery  Peckham  Sweet 
is  in  the  ninth  generation,  as  follows : 

(I)  Isaac  Sweet  lived  and  died  in  England. 
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(II)  John  Sweet,  whose  wife  was  iMary,  set- 
tled at  Salem,  ^Massachusetts. 

(III)  James  Sweet,  born  about  1622,  in  Eng- 
land or  Wales,  died  in  1695.  He  married  in 
America  Alary  Green,  born  in  1633,  daughter  of 
John  and  Alary  (Tattersall)  Green.  James  Sweet 
was  of  Warwick  and  Kings  Town,  and  was  re- 
corded as  an  inhabitant  in  1648.  He  was  a com- 
missioner in  1653,  1658  and  1659;  was  a free- 
man in  1655 ; was  of  Kings  Town  in  1686,  and 
deeded  40  his  son  Philip,  of  Prudence  Island,  lands 
in  Providence,  where  his  father,  John,  had  been 
one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  land.  His  children 
were:  Philip,  born  July  15,  1655;  James,  Alay  28, 
1657;  Alary,  Feb.  16,  1660;  Benoni,  Alarch  28, 
1663  ( died  July  19,  1751)  ; A’alentine,  Feb.  17, 
1665;  Samuel,  Nov.  i,  1667;  Jeremiah,  Jan.  6, 
1669;  Renewed,  July  16,  1671;  and  Sylvester, 
Alarch  l,  1674. 

(I\')  James  Sweet,  son  of  James,  w'as  mar- 
ried Dec.  14,  1722,  by  Daniel  Pence,  justice,  to 
Sarah  Stephenson,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah, 
of  Prudence  Island.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Hannah,  born  Sept.  22,  1723;  Sylvester, 
Jan.  5,  1725;  Sarah,  May  10,  1727;  Freelove,  July, 
13,  1729;  and  Samuel,  Nov.  22,  1736. 

(V)  Sylvester  Sweet,  born  Jan.  5,  1725,  son 

of  James,  was  married,  by  Robert  Lawton,  Justice, 
Oct.  7,  1748,  to  Wait  Brown,  of  Providence  (or 
I’rudence  Island?).  Sylvester  Sweet  lived  in  Ports- 
mouth and  East  Greenwich,  in  which  towns  his 
children  are  of  record.  They  were : By  the  first 
marriage — Lydia,  born  in  1749;  Amey  (or  Almy), 
Oct.  9,  1751  ; and  James,  April  7,  1753. 

For  his  second  wife  Sylvester  Sweet  was 
married  by  Thomas  Shippe,  justice,  Aug.  14, 
W57.'  to  Alary  Johnson,  who  bore  him  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Wait,  born  Aug.  29,  1758; 
Samuel,  Jan.  9,  1761;  Sylvester,  Oct.  7,  1762; 

Thomas,  Sept.  2,  1764;  Sarah,  Oct.  17,  1766;  Su- 
sanna. July  20,  1768  (married  Charles  Slade,  of 
Somerset)  ; Elisha,  Jan.  26,  1775 ; and  Mary  and 
Tabitha,  Nov.  2,  1778  (the  latter  married  Albert 
Weaver,  of  South  Woodstock,  Connecticut). 

(VI)  Elisha  Sweet,  son  of  Sylvester,  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1775,  and  on  Jan.  31,  1796,  was  married, 
by  Elder  Phillip  (?)  Slead,  to  Sarah  Wilbur,  of 
Somerset.  Alass.  Their  children  were : Lydia,  born 
Jan.  8 (?),  1797;  Content,  Jan.  24,  1799;  Alary 
J.,  Sept.  25,  1801  ; Nancy  (or  Anna  Thomas), 
Alarch  12,  1804;  Elisha  Williur,  Alay  14,  1806; 
John  Brayton,  July  6,  1808:  Hiram,  Oct.  10,  1810; 
Nancy  T.,  July  31,  1812.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  Nov.  22,  1836. 

fVH)  Elisha  Wilbur  Sweet  was  born  Alay  14, 
1806,  at  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  son  of  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Wilbur) 
Sweet.  He  early  displayed  the  family  gift  of  bone- 
setting. He  resided  in  several  dififerent  towns,  in- 
cluding a number  of  years  in  Providence,  and  his 
services  in  healing  were  sought  far  and  near.  His 


skill  was  remarkable,  and  he  enjoyed  a high  repu- 
tation in  his  profession.  On  Oct.  30,  1828,  he 
married  Sarah  Nicholson,  and  their  children  were: 
Sarah  Ann,  born  Jan.  27,  1830;  Susan  Alaria, 
Alay  25,  1833;  Thomas,  June  6,  1834;  Ansel  L., 
Alay  II,  1836;  Sarah  A.,  Nov.  25,  1838;  Sarah 
C.,  Oct.  25,  1840;  and  Elisha  Wilbur,  Aug.  23. 
1844. 

(Vni)  Dr.  Thomas  Sweet,  eldest  son  of 
Elisha  Wilbur  Sweet,  was  born  June  6,  1834,  in 
what  was  then  Valley  Falls,  Mass,  (now  R.  I.j, 
where  his  parents  resided  for  a short  time.  Dr. 
Thomas  Sweet  received  a good  common  school 
education,  and  early  took  up  the  profession  of  bone- 
setting. He  seemed  naturally  endowed  with  the 
skill  of  his  father  in  this  branch  of  surgery,  which 
he  practiced  with  remarkable  success.  He  was 
well  known  throughout  Rhode  Island  as  especially 
gifted  in  the  art  of  bone-setting,  and  was  fre- 
quently called  to  various  part  of  the  State,  as  well 
as  Massachusetts,  in  the  practice  of  this  art.  The 
latter  years  of  his  life  Dr.  Sweet  resided  in  Bar- 
rington, where  he  died  Oct.  24,  1886.  He  main- 
tained an  office  in  Providence  many  years.  Dr. 
Sweet  was  a man  of  sincere  kindness  of  heart,  and 
often  performed  difficult  operations,  which  involved 
much  anxious  care,  for  those  who  were  unable  to 
remunerate  him.  His  demise  was  a great  loss  to 
the  community. 

Dr.  Sweet  was  married  Jan.  13,  1859,  in  Provi- 
dence, by  the  Rev.  George  Taft,  of  Pawtucket,  to 
Jane  A.  AIcCoy,  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  McCoy, 
of  Goshen,  N.  Y.  They  became  the  parents  of 
children  as  follows:  Frank  H.,  born  Oct.  30. 
1859,  married  in  Providence,  Jan.  23,  1884,  Louise 
A.  Johnston,  and  their  daughter,  Louise  H.,  born 
Aug.  31,  1885,  married  Archie  Utter,  of  Detroit, 
Alich.,  where  she  died ; Emery  Peckham  was  born 
Nov.  6,  1864;  William  Thomas,  born  Sept.  18,  1866, 
died  in  infancy ; Jennie  Newell,  born  July  8,  1870, 
married  Herbert  E.  Hathaway,  of  Detroit;  Thomas 
Walter,  born  Oct.  2,  1875,  died  Sept.  9,  1895. 

(IX)  Emery  Peckham  Sweet,  M.  D.,  was  born 
Nov.  6,  1864,  in  Providence,  and  was  there  reared. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  the  city  and  in  1889 
was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  the  Aledical  Department  of 
Columbia  University,  receiving  the  degree  of  AI. 
D.  He  at  once  began  practice  in  Providence  and 
has  built  up  a lucrative  and  desirable  patronage. 
He  married  Oct.  7,  1891,  at  “Stoneleigh,”  Bridg- 
ton,  Alaine,  Lura  Bishop,  daughter  of  Charles  D. 
and  Deborah  Fowler  (Bishop)  Rogers,  of  Provi- 
dence, the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Harbutt. 

Dr.  Sweet  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree. 

ANDREW  S.  AIEIKLE,  one  of  the  leading 
gardeners  of  Newport,  where  he  is  held  in  high 
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esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  is  of  Scottish  de- 
scent, and  comes  from  a family  of  gardeners,  his 
grandfather,  father  and  several  brothers  being  all 
of  that  same  occupation. 

John  Meikle,  the  grandfather,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Scotland,  dying  there  at  an  advanced  age. 
His  son,  John  Meikle,  Jr.,  after  passing  most  of 
his  life  in  Scotland,  emigrated  in  1896  to  America, 
and  is  now  living  in  Newport.  He  married  Annie 
Shields,  daughter  of  Andrew  Shields,  of  Scotland, 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Miss 
Jessie,  living  in  Newport;  Margaret,  Mrs.  James 
B.  Edwards,  of  Newport;  Robert,  a carpenter  by 
trade,  who  died  in  Scotland  aged  twenty-six;  An- 
drew S. ; Annie,  who  married  Thomas  Brown,  of 
Scotland,  where  they  reside ; John  S.,  a gardener 
at  Newport;  James,  a bricklayer  at  Newport;  and 
Hugh,  a gardener  at  Newport. 

Andrew  Shields  Meikle  was  born  in  Strathaven, 
Scotland,  Feb.  28,  1864.  He  attended  school  in 
his  native  city  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age. 
For  a couple  of  years  thereafter  he  worked  on  a 
farm,  and  then  having  attained  a proper  age  to 
begin  his  apprenticeship  at  gardening,  he  began 
to  learn  that  trade  under  his  father’s  instruction, 
continuing  to  work  under  him  until  his  departure 
for  America.  He  arrived  in  this  country  in  May, 
1883,  and  secured  a position  in  Natick,  Mass., 
as  assistant  gardener  on  the  estate  of  E.  M.  Woods, 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  country.  Mr.  Meikle  re- 
mained there  three  years,  and  in  1886  removed  to 
Newport,  where  for  three  years  more  he  was  en- 
gaged by  the  late  J.  M.  Hodgson,  as  a florist.  His 
next  position,  which  he  took  in  1889,  was  as  gar- 
dener for  W.  Storrs  Wells,  who  had  shortly  be- 
fore purchased  property  on  Bellevue  avenue.  Here 
Mr.  Meikle  laid  out  and  superintended  the  entire 
improvements,  built  the  greenhouses,  planted  the 
shrubberies  and  gardens,  etc.,  and  produced  an 
effect  surpassed  on  few  private  estates.  His  ar- 
tistic tastes  combined  with  his  untiring  attention 
to  his  work,  his  energy  and  progressive  ideas, 
have  made  his  services  to  Mr.  Wells  invaluable, 
and  he  still  remains  in  charge  "of  this  large  and 
beautiful  estate. 

Mr.  Meikle  was  married,  Jan.  25,  1892,  to  IMiss 
Harriet  Gill,  of  Newport,  daughter  of  Vincent 
Gill,  and  she  has  borne  her  husband  two  daughters, 
Elaine  and  Irene.  Mr.  Meikle  is  a member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Newport,  where  he 
is  active  in  its  work,  and  for  several  years  has 
served  on  the  board  of  trustees.  In  politics  he 
gives  unwavering  support  to  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  has  never  sought  office  nor  taken  any  active 
part  in  politics,  preferring  to  give  his  whole  at- 
tention to  his  work.  Fraternally  he  is  an  enthusi- 
astic Mason,  and  holds  membership  in  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  steward ; Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R. 
A.  M. ; De  Blois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M.; 
Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  New- 


port; and  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Providence.  He  also  belongs  to  St.  Andrew’s  So- 
ciety, to  the  Newport  Horticultural  Society,  and  to 
the  Newport  County  Club.  Mr.  Meikle  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  Newport  fire  department, 
having  become  a member  of  Hose  Co.  No.  3,  upon 
its  organization.  His  social  and  genial  manners 
make  him  a welcome  addition  to  any  company, 
while  fine  qualities  and  great  talent  in  his  chosen 
calling  command  the  respect  of  all. 

WILLIAMS.  For  a period  of  forty  and  more 
years  among  the  substantial  and  prominent  fami- 
lies of  Bristol  have  been  those  bearing  the  name 
of  Williams — two  families,  those  of  the  late  Hon. 
Isaac  Frazee  Williams  and  of  the  late  Fielding 
Lewis  Williams.  The  latter  married  into  one  of 
the  town’s  old  families  and  during  much  of  the 
time  since  in  the  fifties  made  that  point  his  home, 
his  widow  and  perhaps  one  or  more  of  their  chil- 
dren still  residing  there.  The  late  Hon.  Isaac 
Frazee  Williams,  the  head  of  the  other  Bristol 
family  of  the  name,  and  who  took  an  active  and 
leading  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town,  is 
still  represented  in  the  community  by  a son,  Lieut. 
William  Frederick  Williams,  ]\I.  D.,  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  town  and  at  present  its 
representative  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  State 
Assembly. 

This  Isaac  Frazee  Williams  family  comes  of 
the  Roxbury  (Mass.)  Williams  stock — whose  first 
American  progenitor  was  Robert  Williams — which 
gave  to  New  England  so  many  eminent  divines,  ci- 
vilians and  warriors,  not  the  least  of  whom  were 
Rev.  Elisha  Williams,  president  of  Yale  College 
(1725-1731);  Rev.  Solomon  Williams,  D.  D.,  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  whose  son,  Hon.  William  Williams, 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence ; and  Col.  Ephraim  Williams,  the  founder 
of  Williams  College. 

This  article,  however,  is  to  treat  only  and 
briefly  of  the  Bristol  (R.  I.)  families  and  of  their 
lineage.  The  late  Isaac  Frazee  Williams,  of 
Bristol,  descended  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Robert  Williams,  his  lineage  being  through  Isaac, 
Ephraim,  Josiah,  Ebenezer,  David  and  Isaac  Fra- 
zee Williams.  These  generations  in  detail  and  in 
the  order  named  follow. 

(I)  Robert  Williams,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Margaret  (Cook)  Williams,  born  in  159^) 
baptized  in  Great  Yarmouth,  "England,  Dec.  ii, 
1608,  married  Elizabeth  Stratton  (or  Stratham ) , 
born  in  1594,  and  there  were  born  to  them  in  Eng- 
land: Elizabeth,  Deborah,  John  and  Samuel.  i\Ir. 
Williams  came  to  America  in  1635  in  the  ship 
“Rose.”  He  became  a resident  at  Roxbury,  where 
children — Isaac,  Stephen,  and  Thomas— were  born 
to  them.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  July  28,  1674, 
aged  eighty  vears.  He  died  at  Roxbury,  iMass., 
Sept.  I,  1693. 

(H)  Isaac  Williams,  born  Sept,  i,  1638,  died 
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Feb.  II,  1707.  In  1680  he  married  (second)  Ju- 
dith (Hunt)  Cooper,  who  died  at  Newton,  iMass., 
in  1724,  aged  seventy-six  years.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Hunt  (son  of  Enoch  Hunt),  who  mar- 
ried Dec.  10,  1645,  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Judith  (Stanton)  Smith. 

(ill)  Ephraim  Williams,  son  of  Isaac,  was 
born  at  Newton,  iSIass.,  Oct.  21,  1691,  and  died  at 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  Aug.  ii,  1754.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  on  April  i,  1713,  to  Elizabeth  Jack- 
son,  and  second  to  Abigail  Jones. 

(I\0  Josiah  Williams,  son  of  Ephraim,  born 
at  Newton,  Mass.,  Feb.  6,  1723,  died  March  31, 
1780,  at  Westfield,  N.  J.  He  married  Feb.  17, 
1746,  Theoda  Sargeant. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Williams,  son  of  Josiah,  was 
born  Aug.  9,  1748,  at  Westfield,  N.  J.,  and  died 
there  June  9,  1793.  He  was  married  Jan.  16,  1771, 
to  Sarah  Aiarsh,  who  was  born  June  28,  1752,  at 
Westfield,  and  died  there  Sept.  23,  1826. 

(\'I)  David  Williams,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
Dec.  29,  1777,  at  Westfield,  N.  J.,  died  at  Somer- 
ville, Ohio,  Dec.  19,  1819.  On  June  21,  1799,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Frazee,  who  was  born  May  14, 
1784,  at  W'estfield,  N.  J.,  and  died  April  5,  i860, 
at  iMason,  Ohio. 

(\’H)  Isaac  Frazee  Williams,  son  of  David, 
born  Dec.  26,  1800,  in  W'estfield,  N.  J.,  died  IMay 
2,  1836,  in  New  York  City.  He  was  married  Nov. 
4,  1830,  to  Martha  Garrison,  who  was  born  Nov. 
19,  1809,  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  died  March 
22,  1891,  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

(VHI)  Isaac  Frazee  Williams  (2),  son  of 
Isaac  Frazee,  was  born  iMay  21,  1833,  in  New 
York  City,  and  died  Nov.  12,  1892,  at  his  home  in 
Bristol.  On  June  15,  1854,  he  married  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Weed,  who  was  born  March  29,  1833,  daugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah  (Everett)  WYed,  of 
New  York  City,  and  passed  away  April  7,  1890, 
at  Bristol,  R.  I.  Three  children  blessed  this 
union,  born  in  New  York  City,  as  follows:  Min- 
nie Evelyn,  Jan.  16,  1858;  William  Frederick, 
Dec.  23,  1859;  Isaac  Frazee,  Jr.,  j\Iay  20,  1862. 

Mr.  Williams  in  1848  removed  from  New 
York  City  to  Somerville,  Ohio.  Two  years  later 
he  went  to  Harlem,  N.  Y.,  accepting  a position  in 
an  India  rubber  factory  there,  and  by  applying 
himself  to  the  art  of  rubber  manufacturing  he  be- 
came so  proficient  in  a few  years  that  his  services 
were  wanted  elsewhere  in  a wider  field.  He  was 
placed  in  charge  of  a rubber  factory  in  the  town 
of  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  where  he  developed  such 
knowledge  of  the  business  that  after  about  six 
years’  service  there  he  was  tendered,  in  1864, 
when  the  present  extensive  rubber  plant  was  es- 
tablished in  Bristol,  R.  L,  and  accepted  with  the 
concern,  the  position  of  superintendent.  This  re- 
lation he  sustained  to  that  concern  and  its  suc- 
cessors the  rest  of  his  lifetime — a period  of  nearly 
thirty  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  one  of  the  oldest  India  rubber  manu- 


facturers in  this  country  and  he  was  credited  with 
being  one  of  the  most  skillful  men  in  the  business. 
One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines  to  judge 
of  the  worth  of  such  a man  to  so  extensive  a plant 
as  that  at  Bristol  in  such  a position  for  so  long  a 
term  of  years. 

iMr.  \\’illiams’s  citizenship  in  Bristol  was  one 
of  usefulness.  Especially  active  was  he  in  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  the  town.  He  was  a member  of  the 
town  council  from  1869  to  1872  and  also  from 
1882  to  1884.  He  was  State  senator  from  the 
town  in  1870  and  1871,  and  a representative  in 
the  Lower  Flouse  of  the  Assembly  in  1875.  He 
was  a member  of  the  town  school  committee  for 
approximately  twenty  years.  He  served  his  party 
effectively  as  member  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee  and  was  in  such  position  at  the 
time  of  his  death ; he  served  as  chairman  of  same 
for  one  year,  and  was  one  of  the  best  knowa  men 
in  the  Republican  party  in  the  State.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank  from 
the  time  it  was  started  until  his  death,  and  was  one 
of  the  original  trustees. 

i\Ir.  Y'illiams  was  interested  in  and  identified 
with  a number  of  fraternal  organizations.  He  was 
a member  and  past  master  of  St.  Alban’s  Lodge, 
No.  6,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; a member  of  Alount  Hope 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  of  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery,  K.  'T.,  of  Providence ; of  United 
Brothers  Lodge,  No.  13,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  \Vain- 
panoag  Encampment,  No.  9,  Odd  Fellows,  and  for 
one  year  was  grand  master  of  the  order  in  Rhode 
Island. 

jMr.  Williams  died  at  his  home  in  Bristol  Nov. 
12,  1892,  and  out  of  respect  to  his  memory  the 
rubber  works  in  that  town  with  which  he  had 
been  so  long  identified  was  closed  on  the  day  of  his 
funeral,  which  was  attended  by  a large  concourse 
of  people.  He  was  widely  lamented,  being  a man 
who  had  strong  friends  everywhere,  for  though 
he  had  a forceful  character,  and  was  especially 
noted  for  firmness  and  persistence,  he  was  kind- 
hearted  and  generous  to  a fault,  and  absolutely 
just  in  his  treatment  of  his  men.  His  generosity 
in  time  of  need  is  remembered  by  many  recipi- 
ents. 

(IX)  W’lLLiAM  Frederick  Williams,  M.  D., 
born  Dec.  23,  1859,  in  New  York  City,  married  Jan. 
20,  1891,  Miss  Mildred  Lewis  Williams,  daughter 
of  the  late  Fielding  Lewis  and  Abby  Louisa  (Mil- 
ler) Williams,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.  They  have  had 
one  child,  William  Frederick,  Jr.,  born  April  3, 
1896. 

Dr.  Williams  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  school  of  Mowry  & Goff,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  then  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1883,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  A.  B.  In  a year  or  two 
thereafter  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
after  a year's  preparation  entered  Harvard  Medi- 
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cal  School;  in  1886,  and  in  1889  graduated 
therefrom  with  the  degree  of  INI.  D.  He  located  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York  City, 
but  family  considerations  led  him  soon  to  return 
to  his  home  town — Bristol,  R.  I. — where  he  has 
since  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in 
practice  and  earned  the  reputation  of  being  a care^ 
ful  and  conservative  physician  and  one  abreast  with 
the  times  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  Williams  has  been  medical  examiner  for 
the  Second  district — Bristol  county — since  1892. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Providence  Medical  As- 
sociation, of  the  Brown  University  Association,  of 
the  Harvard  Medical  Alumni  Association,  of  the 
Boylston  INledical  Society  of  Harvard,  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medico-Legal  Society,  and  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Bristol  Yacht  Club  (of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  originators),  the  Harvard  Club  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  various  other  organizations  and  socie- 
ties. He  is  a member  of  Mount  Hope  Council, 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  was  regent  in  1903.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  first  naval 
company  in  the  State,  from  1891  to  1894  was  en- 
sign in  the  Naval  Reserve  Torpedo  Company  at 
Bristol,  now  the  ist  Division,  Naval  Battalion,  and 
was  lieutenant,  junior  grade,  in  1895-96,  and  lieu- 
tenant in  command  from  1896  to  1899.  His  re- 
ligious connections  are  with  St.  Michael’s  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Bristol,  of  which  he  is  a vestryman. 
He  is  and  has  been  since  1894  a member  of  the 
town  school  committee,  and  as  a Republican  he 
was  in  1902  elected  a member  from  Bristol  to  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Assembly  for  1903, 
being  re-elected  in  1904,  1905  and  1906.  He  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  trustee  of  the  Bristol  County 
Savings  Bank,  and  upon  the  absorption  of  the  four 
banks  of  Bristol  by  the  Industrial  Trust  Com- 
pany, he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  hoard  of 
managers  for  the  local  branch,  composed  of  four 
from  each  bank. 

Fielding  Lewis  Williams,  late  of  Bristol  and 
New  York,  dying  at  the  latter  point  April  20,  1898, 
where  he  had  for  a decade  or  more  lived  in  winter, 
was  a native  of  Lynchburg,  \'a.,  born  Dec.  10, 
1832,  a son  of  Fielding  Lewis  and  Frances  P. 
(Boyd)  Williams,  the  latter  of  Lynchburg,  Ya. 
The  career  of  Mr.  Williams  was  mainly  passed  in 
the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Bristol, 
R.  I.  His  boyhood  was  passed  in  Brownsville, 
Tenn.,  where  he  lived  with  his  grandmother,  his 
own  mother  having  died  when  he  was  an  infant. 
His  father  took  a second  wife  in  about  1837,  and  in 
the  meantime  had  removed  to  Clarksville,  Tenn., 
from  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  here  Fielding  L.  Wil- 
liams went  to  live,  and  remained  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age.  He  then  moved  to  New  York, 
and  having  an  uncle  there  who  was  his  guardian 
he  was  sent  by  him  to  the  private  school  of  Marl- 
boro Churchill,  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  He  spent 
about  four  years  in  this  school,  and  then  entered 


his  uncle’s  office  in  New  York  City  for  a short 
time.  In  about  1854  or  1855  he  came  to  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  and  became  associated  as  a shipping  clerk 
with  the  firm  of  Camp,  Brunsen  & Sherry,  the  oper- 
ators of  a sugar  refinery  in  the  town,  filling  that 
position  with  this  firm  during  his  entire  connection 
therewith.  In  1861  he  and  Leonidas  Pope  Wil- 
liams bought  a sugar  refinery  in  Philadelphia,  tak- 
ing as  a partner  a Mr.  Ficken,  who  was  a practical 
sugar  maker,  and  the  firm  became  known  as  Ficken 
& Williams.  They  continued  in  business  from 
1861  to  1874,  when  the  business  was  closed  out. 
It  had  had  a most  prosperous  existence  during 
this  time,  and  stood  among  the  highest  in  the 
commercial  world  for  credit  and  business  in- 
tegrity. 

Mr.  Y’illiams  was  president  of  the  Penn  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia  for  some  time, 
finally  resigning  from  this  office.  He  never  en- 
gaged in  business  after  this,  spending  the  bal- 
ance of  his  days  in  retirement.  He  was  a most 
capable  business  man  and  a successful  one,  and 
throughout  his  active  career  was  ranked  among 
the  prominent  business  men  in  Bristol.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  but  took  no  active  part  in 
public  affairs  at  any  time.  He  was  a very  social, 
genial  man,  and  one  who  was  most  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him.  While  a resident  of  Phila- 
delphia he  was  a member  of  the  Philadelphia  Club. 
Mr.  Williams  was  the  soul  of  honor  in  business 
as  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  was  generous 
and  charitable  almost  to  a fault.  While  not  a mem- 
ber he  was  an  attendant  on  the  services  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

On  Feb.  17,  1863,  in  Bristol,  Mr.  Williams  was 
married  to  Miss  Abby  Louisa  Miller,  a daughter 
of  the  late  Capt.  Augustus  Nelson  and  Harriet 
Jones  (Waldron)  Aliller.  Four  children  blessed 
this  union,  namely:  Fielding  Lewis  Williams,  Jr., 
Louise  Aliller  Williams  (who  married  Air.  John 
Taylor  Lewis  and  died  Sept.  4,  1901),  Alildred 
Lewis  Wdlliams  (who  married  Lieut.  William 
Frederick  Williams,  AI.  D.,  of  Bristol),  and  Howell 
Lewis  Williams. 

The  remains  of  Air.  Williams  were  brought  to 
Bristol,  where  they  rest  in  the  beautiful  Juniper 
Hill  cemetery. 

Of  Air.  Williams's  ancestry  it  has  been  stated 
already  that  he  was  a son  of  Fielding  Lewis  and 
Frances  P.  (Boyd)  Williams.  He  was  a grand- 
son on  the  paternal  side  of  William  Williams,  who 
married  Alary  Lewis,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Lewis)  Lewis,  the  former  a son  of  Charles  and 
Alary  (Howell)  Lewis  and  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Robert  and  Jane  (Alerry weather)  Lewis.  Robert 
and  Charles  Lewis  were  brothers,  and  sons  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Warner)  Lewis.  This  John 
Lewis  was  a son  of  John  and  Isabella  (Warner) 
Lewis.  Robert  and  Charles  Lewis  had  an  elder 
brother,  John,  whose  son.  Col.  Fielding  Lewis, 
married  (first)  Catherine,  a cousin  of  Gen.  Wash- 
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ington,  and  (second)  Betty,  the  sister  of  Gen. 
W ashington.  Frances  P.  Boyd,  mother  of  Field- 
ing Lewis  Williams,  was  a descendant  of  Alex- 
ander Boyd,  a Scotchman  and  a successful  mer- 
chant in  Boydton,  \'a.,  after  whom  the  place  was 
named. 

DR.  SAMUEL  AI.  BEALE,  one  of  the  younger 
physicians  of  Hope  Valley,  traces  his  descent  from 
John  Beale,  the  progenitor  of  the  large  family 
bearing  his  name. 

John  Beale,  who  resided  in  Hingham,  Cohasset, 
Weymouth  and  Abington,  came  from  the  parish  of 
Hingham,  County  of  Norfolk,  England.  He  came 
over  in  the  vessel  named  the  “Diligente,”  and 
landed  in  Boston,  Aug.  10,  1638.  Old  records 
say  that  he  brought  with  him  his  wife,  five  sons, 
three  daughters  and  two  servants.  Not  long  after 
settling  here  he  became  a land  owner,  and  on  the 
13th  day  of  March  succeeding  his  arrival,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  freedom  of  the  Alassachusetts  Colony.  • 
In  1649,  company  with  Nicholas  Jacob,  he  rep- 
resented the  town  of  Hingham  in  the  General  Court 
of  the  Colony.  His  wife,  Nazareth,  died  Sept. 
23,  1658,  and  on  the  loth  of  the  following  Alarch 
he  married  Mary,  the  widow  of  his  old  friend, 
Nicholas  Jacob,  who  had  died  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1657.  Ly  his  second  wife  he  had  no  children, 
and  she  died  Alay  15,  1681.  The  first  wife  of 
John  Beale,  who  was  the  mother  of  his  children, 
was  born  in  England,  about  1600,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Alargaret  (Dewey)  Ho- 
hart.  Air.  Beale  lived  to  a good  old  age,  dying 
when  about  one  hundred  years  old.  The  children 
of  John  and  Nazareth,  born  in  England  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  youngest,  were : Alartha,  born 
about  1620,  married  (first)  Alarch  16,  1640,  Wil- 
liam Ealloway,  of  Plymouth,  and  (second)  June 

29,  1649,  Samuel  Dunham,  of  Plymouth,  and  she 
died  April  26,  1690;  Alary,  born  1622,  married  Dec. 

30,  1647,  James  Whiton,  of  Hingham,  and  died 
Dec.  12,  1696;  Sarah,  born  1625,  married  (first) 
Alarch  22,  1648,  Thomas  Alarsh,  and  (second) 
Sept.  5,  1662,  Edmund  Sheffield,  of  Braintree,  and 
she  died  Nov.  9,  1710;  John,  born  1627,  married 
(first)  Jan.  6,  1658,  and  his  wife  dying  Feh.  i, 
1659,  he  married  (second  Nov.  14,  1660,  Alary 
Gill,  who  died  June  27,  1701,  he  passing  away 
Sept.  12,  1694;  Nathaniel,  born  1629,  married 
Alartha,  who  died  Alay  10,  1692,  and  he  died  Dec. 
20,  1708;  Jeremiah,  born  1631,  married  Nov.  18, 
1652,  Sarah  Ripley,  who  died  June  29,  1715,  and 
he  died  Aug.  10,  1716;  Joshua,  born  1633,  married 
(first)  in  1^0,  Elizabeth,  who  died  Jan.  12,  1688, 
and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  10,  1689,  Alary 
Stowell,  who  died  Oct.  24,  1708,  and  he  died  in 
1718;  Caleb,  born  1636,  married  Dec.  30,  1664, 
Elizabeth  Huet.  born  Alarch  3,  1644,  died  Dec. 

31,  1721,  and  he  died  Jan.  18,  1716;  Jacob,  born 
Oct.  13.  1642.  married  Jan.  15,  1678,  Alary  Bis- 
bee,  born  in  1649,  died  Jan.  13,  1717,  and  he  died 


Jan.  7,  1717;  and  Rebecca,  born  in  Eebruary,  1640, 
died  Dec.  13,  1686. 

The  children  of  Jeremiah  and  Sarah  (Ripley) 
Beale  were:  Jeremiah,  born  Alay  13,  1655,  married 
Alay  22,  1677,  Hannah  Lane,  and  died  April  21, 
1703 ; John,  born  Alarch  8,  1656,  married  about 
1686,  Hannah,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1735  ; Sarah,  born 
July  3,  1659,  married  Jan.  21,  1679,  Jolm  Lane, 
who  died  Alarch  12,  1729,  and  she  died  Dec.  13, 
1693;  Lazarus,  born  Sept.  7,  1661,  married  Eeb. 
18,  1698,  Susannah  Lewis,  who  died  Sept.  28, 
1748,  and  he  died  Aug.  18,  1723;  Phpebe,  born 
Alarch  2,  1663,  died  July  12,  1665;  Alary,  born 
Alay  6,  1666,  married  Dec.  23,  1702,  John  Or- 
cutt,  and  died  Alay  22,  1719;  Elizabeth,  born  Alay 
16,  1669,  married  Dec.  29,  1708,  Ephraim  Lane, 
who  died  Dec.  i,  1715,  and  she  died  July  30,  1716. 

The  children  of  Jeremiah  and  Hannah  (Lane) 
Beale  were:  Jeremiah,  born  Alay  2,  1678,  married 
Jan.  2,  1700,  Ester  Earrow,  born  June  28,  1675; 
Sarah,  born  March  5,  1679,  married  Feb.  3,  1707, 
Christopher  Wheaton,  born  in  1676,  and  died  June 
8,  1718;  Hannah,  born  Dec.  31,  1681,  died  un- 
married Alay  9,  1750;  jael,  born  Nov.  21,  1683, 
married  Feb.  23,  1723,  John  Pratt,  born  Alarch 

4,  1693 ; Andrew,  born  Jan.  27,  1685,  married 
Rachel  Bates,  Dec.  14,  1715,  who  was  born  July 
14,  1696,  and  he  died  Jan.  10,  1762;  Je^lediah, 
born  Nov.  4,  1688,  married  Dec.  2,  1714,  Alary 
Whiton,  born  Nov.  i,  1692,  died  Nov.  7,  1733, 
and  he  died  Alay  i,  1766;  Abraham,  born  Oct.  26, 
1690,  married  Deborah  Shaw,  in  xApril,  1714,  and 
died  in  1749;  Bathsheba,  born^Feb.  19,  1692,  mar- 
ried April  8,  1724,  Samuel  French,  who  died  Jan. 
20,  1772,  and  she  died  Alay  28,  1759;  Rebecca, 
born  April  8,  1695  ; Benjamin,  born  April  8,  1697, 
died  Oct.  14,  1723;  Abigail,  born  Dec.  13,  1699, 
married  Nov.  24,  1720,  Robert  Townsend.. 

The  children  of  Andrew  and  Rachel  (Bates) 
Beale,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Rachel 
(Tanner)  Bates,  were:  Benjamin,  born  Sept.  19, 
1716,  married  Oct.  13,  1742,  Alartha  Hudson, 
born  Oct.  14,  1717;  Rachel,  born  Aug.  25,  1719, 
married  Oct.  25,  1739,  Isaac  Kent,  born  July  6, 
1719;  Joshua,  born  Eept.  29,  1722,  married  Jan. 

5,  1743,' Priscilla  Paine,  who -died  April  22,  1807, 
and  he  died  Feh.  9,  1804;  Adam,  born  Aug.  20. 
1725,  married  Nov.  25,  1745,  Jael  Warwick,  born 
Alay  20,  1725;  Hannah,  born  Aug.  20,  1727,  mar- 
ried Oct.  29,  1746,  Benjamin  Barnes,  born  July 

6,  1726,  and  died  July  13,  1803,  and  she  died  July 
18,  1783;  Ahel,  born  Oct.  20,  1733,  married  (first) 
Alarch  ii,  1755,  Deborah  Lambert,  and  (second) 
Feb.  6,  1789,  Susan  Humphrey  ; and  Rel>ecca,  born 
April  26,  1737,  married  Oct.  19,  1757,  Seth  Albey. 

The  children  of  Joshua  and  Priscilla  (Paine) 
Beale  were:  Hannah,  born  Nov.  30,  1744,  married 
Dec.  17,  1767,  Hairy  Lambert,  and  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1837:  Priscilla,  born  Nov.  21,  1746,  mar- 
ried Knight  Brown;  Joshua,  born  Aug.  19,  1748. 
died  Dec.  i,  1748;  Andrew,  born  July  3,  1750,  mar- 
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ried  Priscilla  Studley ; Welcome  married  Susan 
Brown,  and  died  Oct.  ii,  1802;  Elijah  married 
Mrs.  jMilcah  (Stoddcr)  Bryant,  and  was  lost  at 
sea  in  1783;  Betsy,  born  June  29,  1755,  married 
William  Pincin ; Delight,  born  May  14,  1758,  mar- 
ried June  13,  1777,  Elisha  Litchfield;  Rebecca,  born 
Oct.  26,  1760,  married  Dec.  12,  1785,  Noah  Stod- 
dard, born  May  19,  1755,  died  Nov.  5,  1794,  and 
she  died  Dec.  8,  1804;  Daniel,  born  Jan.  15,  1762, 
married  Celia  Beal,  Feb.  8,  1780;  Elisha,  born 
;May  II,  1766;  Joshua;  and  Catherine  married 
Joshua  Morse,  April  27,  1800. 

Daniel  Beale,  son  of  Joshua  and  Priscilla,  was 
a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  him  and 
his  wife,  Celia  (Beal)  Beale,  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Christopher,  born  March  13,  1781,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Lambert';  Cakb,  born  Aug.  3,  1783, 
married  (first)  May  4,  1805,  Sally  Lambert,  who 
died  Sept,  ii,  1845,  and  he  married  (second) 
Betsy,  who  died  Feb.  26,  1877,  and  he  died  May 

17,  1874. 

The  children  of  Caleb  Beale  were:  Sarah, 
born  March  ii,  1806,  married  in  May,  1825,  a 
]ilr.  Stowers,  born  Nov.  25,  1803;  Caleb,  Jr.,  born 
Sept.  13,  1807,  married  April  12,  1829,  Martha 
L.  Burrell,  born  June  16,  1810;  Samu'el,  born  Jan. 

26,  1809,  married  Jan.  21,  1835,  Elizabeth  Souther, 
born  Sept.  4,  1817,  and  he  died  March  9,  1856; 
Solomon,  born  Dec.  i,  1810,  married  (first)  Lucy 
Loring,  born  Sept.  14,  1814,  died  March  20,  1848, 
and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  25,  1849,  Irene  W. 
Warwick,  born  Dec.  23,  1825,  and  died  Oct.  27, 
1872,  and  he  died  Feb.  9,  1892;  Janres,  born  June 

27,  1812,  married  (first)  Nov.  5,  1838,  Mary  F. 
Smith,  born  in  1814,  died  Sept.  29,  1863,  and  he 
married  (second)  Hannah  Wilder,  who  died  Jan. 

18,  1887,  and  he  died  Oct.  20,  1883 ! Zaclkus  L., 
born  March  6,  1814,  married  Sept.  4,  1836,  Harriett 

5.  Barnes,  born  March  16,  1818,  and  died  April 

6,  1898,  and  he  died  Dec.  15,  1861 ; Mer«y,  born 
Feb.  9,  1816,  married  Nathan  Beal,  born  Oct. 
25,  1812,  died  Aug.  22,  1863,  and  she  died  Jan. 
3,  1857;  Orin,  born  Nov.  6,  1817,  married  Oct. 
15,  1838,  Betsey  Beal,  born  July  5,  1819,  died  Oct. 

19,  1875,  and  he  died  March  30,  1900;  Lydia  G., 
born  Nov.  26,  1819,  married  Dec.  18,  1842,  Seth 
Phinney,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  5,  1818,  died  May  28,  1891, 
and  she  died  Oct.  8,  1876;  and  Mary,  born  July 
25,  1825,  married  Dec.  14,  1845,  James  Barnes, 
born  Aug.  2,  1820,  and  died  Nov.  27,  1884. 

The  children  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Souther)  Beale  were:  William  F.,  born  Nov.  22, 
1835,  married  (first)  Jan.  30,  1862,  Amelia  F. 
Newcomb,  born'  Aug.  10,  1840,  died  March  25, 
1863,  and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  23,  1865, 

i\Iary  B.  Potter,  born  Aug.  22,  1841 ; Samuel  M., 
born  Oct.  23,  1839,  niarried  Dec.  25,  1873,  Nancy 
T.  Magoun,  born  Jan.  28,  1846;  Arthur,  born 
July  8,  1845,  niarried  Feb.  9,  1871,  Adelia  S.  Oak- 
man ; Horace  Mann,  born  June  26,  1850,  died  Jan. 


23>  1873;  and  Sarah  Lizzie,  born  Feb.  20,  1853, 
died  July  17,  1855. 

Of  this  family  Samuel  Marsden  Beale  married, 
Dec.  25,  1873,  Nancy  T.  Magoun.  He  became  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  well 
known  along  the  coast  for  his  broad  mind  and  great 
power  of  speech.  He  is  now  located  at  Moosup, 
Conn.  Air.  Beale  has  the  following  children: 
Harriet  AI.,  born  Oct.  22,  1874;  Samuel  AI.,  Jr., 
our  subject,  born  Jan.  28,  1876;  Horace  AI.,  born 
July  21,  1877,  died  July  27,  1877;  Edgar  S.,  born 
Aug.  23,  1878,  married  Sept.  3,  1899,  Eleanor 
Alay  Green,  daughter  of  Frank  Green,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  has  one  child,  Esther  Alae  B. ; Esther 
S.,  born  July  7,  1880;  Luther  AI.,  born  Dec.  30, 
1884;  Allan  S.,  born  Sept.  25,  1886,  and  Alice  E., 
born  Ocf.  25,  1888. 

After  receiving  the  benefits  of  a preparatory 
school,  at  East  Greenwich  Academy,  Samuel  AL 
Beale,  Jr.,  entered  Brown  University,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  honors  in  1899,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences.  While  at  Brown 
he  paid  special  attention  to  the  study  of  biology, 
and  shortly  afterward  entered  Jefferson  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  received 
his  diploma  in  Alay,  1902.  After  this  he  was  for 
about  one  year  connected  with  Rhode  Island  State 
institutions  as  interne.  He  removed  to  Hope  Val- 
ley in  1903,  and  has  built  up  a practice  in  Hopkin- 
ton  and  Richmond  far  surpassing  many  of  those 
towns’  older  doctors.  He  has  not  only  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  but  he  has  also 
their  confidence  in  his  professional  ability.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Aledical  Society,  and  also  of  the  Washington 
County  Aledical  Society. 

On  Sept.  7,  1905,  Dr.  Beale  married  Bernice 
W.  Grififeth,  daughter  of  Wallace  and  Alary 
(Hathaway)  Grififeth.  In  his  political  faith  he  is 
a Republican.  He  is  a member  of  Charity  Lodge. 
No.  23,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  Hope  Valley;  and  also  of 
Franklin  Chapter,  No.  7,  R.  A.  AI.,  at  Hope 
Valley. 

HERBERT  LEON  HOXIE,  one  of  the  best 
known  employes  of  the  C.  B.  Cottrell  & Sons 
Company,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  of  which 
early  records  are  contained  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

David  Hoxie,  grandfather  of  Herbert  L.  Hoxie, 
was  a resident  of  Richmond,  Rhode  Island. 

Daniel  Hoxie,  father  of  Herbert  L.,  was  born 
in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  spent  his  school  days  there. 
He  was  married  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  by  Rev. 
A.  G.  Palmer,  to  Susan  A.  Bufifum,  a native  of 
Vermont,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Shannock, 
R.  I.  He  worked  for  Elijah  Kenyon  and  C.  B. 
Coon  in  the  mill  at  Kenyon,  and  at  Shannock,  R.  I. 
He  enlisted  at  Kenyon  and  served  from  1861  to 
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1865.  He  was  wounded  and  was  in  the  hospital 
for  a time.  Returning  to  Shannock,  for  some  years 
he  worked  in  a mill,  and  then  engaged  in  farming 
in  Charlestown  and  later  in  Richmond,  where  he 
died.  He  was  a Republican  in  political  sentiment. 
He  and  his  wife  had  two  children:  Franklin  LeRoy, 
of  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  born  in  Charlestown,  June  15, 
1856,  a carpenter  by  trade,  married  Sarah  North- 
rop (th^y  fi^ive  no  children)  ; and  Herbert  Leon. 

Herbert  L.  Hoxie,  born  Aug.  26,  1857,  in 
Charlestown,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native 
town  and  in  Richmond,  and  until  1880  engaged  in 
farming.  He  worked  for  Welcome  C.  Tucker,  of 
Carolina,  at  blacksmithing  for  three  months,  and 
then  came  to  y\’esterly,  and  began  to  learn  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade  with  Cottrell  & Babcock,  with  whom 
he  has  ever  since  remained. 

Mr.  Hoxie  was  married  in  Charlestown,  R.  I., 
to  Annie  Frances,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Tucker 
and  Frances  Taylor,  and  they  have  had  one  child, 
Carroll  Walter,  born  June  24,  1897.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Pawcatuck  Lodge,  No.  90,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

WILLIAyi  SHEPLEY,  one  of  Newport’s 
leading  and  progressive  citizens,  as  well  as  a rep- 
resentative and  enterprising  business  man,  is  a 
native  of  the  place.  He  has  served  his  city  in  vari- 
ous positions  of  trust  and  honor. 

Robert  Shepley,  his  father,  was  born  Sept.  12, 
1814,  in  Chester,  near  Manchester,  England.  In 
his  native  country  he  learned  the  trade  of  mule- 
spinner,  which  occupation  he  followed  there  until 
1842,  when  he  came  to  America,  locating  first  in 
Cahoes  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
for  about  one  year,  coming  to  Newport  in  1843. 
Here  he  continued  to  follow  this  occupation,  being 
employed  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  “Old 
IMill.”  ]\[r.  Shepley  died  at  Newport  July  12, 
1865.  In  1835  he  married  Ann  Brierley,  of  Fails- 
worth,  England,  \vho  died  in  Newport  Nov.  18, 
1887,  aged  seventy-three  years.  To  this  union 
were  born  the  following  children  : Joseph  ; Ann  ; 
Benjamin  and  two  others  who  died  in  their  native 
England;  James,  horn  in  England,  now  a retired 
machinist  residing  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  who  married 
IMartha  Y'ilkinson,  a widow;  John,  who  was  a 
painter  by  trade,  and  died  in  Newport  in  IMarch, 
1904,  unmarried;  Benjamin  (2),  a carpenter  by 
trade,  who  died  in  Newport,  and  who  married 
Elizabeth  Hodges ; Sarah  Jane,  the  widow  of  John 
Gash,  a painter  of  Newport,  where  he  died  June  5, 
1896;  Y’illiam ; Thomas,  a carpenter  by  trade,  re- 
siding at  Newport,  wdio  married  Ella  Tibbetts; 
Robert,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Richmond,  a 
painter  by  trade,  who  married  Susan  Goddard,  and 
died  in  December,  1904,  in  Newport. 

William  Shepley  was  born  in  Newport  July  ii, 
1852,  and  received  his  education  in  his  native  city, 
attending  the  common  schools  until  ten  years  of 
age.  For  the  next  three  years  he  was  engaged 


in  farming  on  the  “King  farm,”  at  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  near  the  stone  bridge,  being  in  the  employ 
of  Joseph  P.  Peckham.  yir.  Shepley  then  returned 
to  Newport  and  became  apprenticed  to  the  tin- 
smith’s trade  with  Clark  & \'aughan,  on  Thames 
street,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  fifteen 
years.  For  several  months  he  was  engaged  in  the 
fruit  and  fish  business  in  partnership  with  Philip 
Stevens,  at  the  corner  of  North  Baptist  and 
Thames  streets,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  partner 
and  engaged  with  \\k  K.  Coveil  & Co.,  and  later 
with  A.  C.  Titus  & Co.,  at  tinsmithing.  In  1882 
Air.  Shepley  engaged  in  the  business  on  his  own 
account  on  W’anton  street,  remaining  at  that  lo- 
cation for  about  one  year,  when  he  removed  to  the 
corner  of  Branch  and  Broadway,  where  he  was 
located  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time 
he  erected  his  present  place  of  business,  at  No.  7 
Oak  street,  and  here  he  has  since  continued.  On 
Jan.  I,  1905,  Air.  Shepley  purchased  the  tinsmith 
business  of  the  late  Joseph  S.  Allan,  and,  in  part- 
nership with  his  son,  James  Irving  Shepley,  is  also 
conducting  this  business.  Air.  Shepley  has  en- 
gaged extensively  in  the  real  estate  business 
as  a matter  of  speculation,  and  has  been  eminently 
successful. 

Air.  Shepley  was  one  of  the  original  incorpora- 
tors of  the  Newport  Compressed  Brick  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Rhode 
Island  with  a capital  stock  of  $100,000,  and  of 
which  he  is  vice-president.  This  company  was 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  cement 
brick,  dealing  in  crushed  stone,  gravel,  etc.,  own- 
ing a large,  well-equipped  plant  at  Diamond  Hill, 
Rhode  Island. 

Socially  Air.  Shepley  is  connected  with  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  AT;  Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  AI. ; DeBlois  Council,  No. 
5,  R.  & S.  AI. ; and  Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  K.  T. ; he  is  also  a member  of  Newport 
Lodge,  No.  104,  B.  P.  O.  Elks;  the  Order  of 
Eagles;  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum; 
the  Newport  County  Club;  the  Lawrence  Club; 
the  Citizens’  Club,  which  he  is  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee;  the  Progres- 
sive Club,  of  which  he  is  president;  and  the  Edwin 
Forrest  Club  of  Boston,  in  which  he  is  a member 
of  the  executive  committee.  In  political  opinion 
Air.  Shepley  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  takes 
a neutral  stand  in  city  affairs.  He  has  ever  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  native  city. 
In  1901  he  was  appointed  president  of  the  board 
of  park  commissioners  for  a term  of  three  years, 
and  was  re-appointed  to  that  office  in  1904  for  a 
five-year  term.  He  also  served  one  year  as  a 
memher  of  the  common  council  of  Newport,  and 
for  three  years  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen,  during  which  time  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Streets  and  Highways,  Public 
Property  and  Burial  Grounds.  In  1900  Air. 
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Sheplev  represented  Newport  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State,  during  which  session  he  served 
on  several  committees  of  importance.  In  1906, 
at  the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter 
granted  to  the  city  of  Newport,  INlr.  Shepley  was 
elected  a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  from 
the  Second  ward  by  a large  majority,  and  in  1907 
he  was  re-elected  to  that  board. 

Mr.  Shepley  was  first  married  to  Ellen  I. 
Steele,  daughter  of  George  I.  Steele,  of  Newport, 
where  she  passed  away,  leaving  two  children : ( i ) 
James  Irving,  born  Alarch  ii,  1879,  was  married 
April  25,  1900,  to  Dorcas  Coggeshall,  daughter 
of  Abner  Coggeshall,  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union 
has  been  born  one  son,  William  Irving.  (2) 
Annie  Ray  is  at  home,  unmarried. 

i\Ir.  Shepley ’s  second  marriage  was  to  Annie 
Elizabeth  Steele,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  she 
died  in  Newport  in  1904,  without  issue.  Mr. 
Shepley  was  married  a third  time,  on  Nov.  8, 
1906,  to  Mrs.  Isabel  McDonald,  of  Newport. 

i\Ir.  Shepley  is  a self-made  man,  and  his  suc- 
cess in  life  is  due  to  his  energy,  thrift  and  business 
acumen.  He  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Newport,  and  his  generous  and 
cordial  manner  has  won  for  him  many  stanch 
friendships  among  all  classes.  As  a citizen  he  en- 
joys the  respect  of  the  community  in  which  his  life 
has  been  spent. 

WILLIAM  B.  FRANKLIN,  proprietor  of  the 
Franklin  Bakery,  of  Newport,  is  one  of  that  city’s 
substantial  and  representative  as  well  as  honored 
and  respected  citizens.  He  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  Newport  county’s  old  families. 

(I)  Abel  Franklin,  born  in  1690,  was  a mar- 
iner of  Newport  in  1721.  He  became  a freeman  of 
Jamestown,  R.  I.,  in  1723,  was  a man  of  consider- 
able property,  and  owned  the  ferry  on  the  west  side 
of  Jamestown  Island  and  the  old  South  Ferry  in 
South  Kingstown.  In  1735,  according  to  the  town 
records,  he  sold  a tanyard,  etc.,  for  iiio.  From 
1744  to  1748  he  was  a member  of  the  town  council 
of  Jamestown  ; in  1743  he  was  a deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  Jamestown.  In  his  will,  which 
was  probated  March  10,  1758,  be  gave  the  South 
Kingtown  ferry  to  his  son  John,  and  the  Jamestown 
ferry  to  his  son  George.  About  1713  he  married 
Sarah,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows; 
Stephen,  born  in  1715:  Hannah,  1717;  Abel,  Jr., 
1719;  George,  1723;  Sarah,  1725;  John,  1727;  and 
Penelope,  1730.  Abel  Franklin  died  aged  sixty- 
eight  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Friends’ 
cemetery,  Jamestown.  His  widow  survived  until 
Dec.  TO,  1778,  when  she  passed  away  aged  ninety- 
one  years. 

(II)  John  Franklin,  son  of  Abel  and  Sarah, 
was  born  in  1727  in  Jamestown.  He  was  a mariner 
of  Newport,  and  in  1754  bought  of  Joshua  Bill,  the 
ferry  property  in  South  Kingstown.  In  March, 


1758,  he  received  the  South  Ferry  by  will  of  his  fa- 
ther. In  April,  1785,  with  his  family  he  removed 
from  Jamestown  to  Newport,  where  he  kept  a tav- 
ern, for  which  he  paid  forty-eight  shillings  as  li- 
cense. On  Aug.  28,  1750,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Mitchell,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  IMitch- 
ell,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  [Mitchell,  who 
was  a freeman  of  New  Sl'ioreham,  R.  I.,  in  1678. 
She  died  May  25,  1768,  aged  thirty-eight-years.  His 
second  wife  was  named  Hannah.  John  Franklin 
died  in  Wickford,  R.  I.,'Aug.  16,  1806.  His  chil- 
dren, all  horn  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Peter, 
born  at  Jamestown  April  20,  1752;  Ann,  born  in 
New'port  in  1754;  Sarah,  born  in  South  Kingstown 
May  5,  1756;  Mary,  born  in  South  Kingstown  Oct. 
^9’  1758;  Frances,  born  in  South  Kingstown  Jan. 
IT,  1761  ; William,  horn  in  South  Kingstown  [March 
14,  1763;  and  Robert  M.,  born  in  South  Kingstown 
Sept.  26,  1765. 

(III)  Robert  Maynard  Franklin,  son  of  Jobn 
and  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
Sept.  26,  1765,  and  died  in  Newport  Oct.  18,  1850. 
He  married  Olivia  Tillinghast  Osborne.  In  early 
life  he  carried  on  a trucking  business,  and  was  later 
engaged  in  farming.  He  had  these  children : 
Thomas  T. ; Sarah ; Eliza,  who  married  James  C. 
Easton;  Robert  Maynard;  and  Frances,  who  mar- 
ried John  Easton. 

(IV)  Thomas  Tillinghast  Franklin,  son  of 
Robert  M.  and  Olivia  T.,  was  born  in  Newport 
Sept.  14,  1806.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  baking  business  with  his  brother,  and 
when  they  dissolved  partnership  Thomas  T.  retired 
from  active  business.  He  died  in  Newport  Nov.  ii, 
1879.  Le  married  Jane  Stewart,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Stewart,  and  she  survived  him,  dying  Dec.  12, 
1892,  in  Newport.  To  their  marriage  was  born  one 
daughter.  Amanda,  who  on  April  19.  1858,  married 
Eugene  Wbster  Atkinson,  of  Newport ; she  has  one 
daughter,  Jennie  Franklin,  now  the  wife  of  George 
H.  Carr,  of  Newport,  and  the  mother  of  one  son. 
Chester  Franklin  Carr. 

(IV)  Robert  [Maynard  Franklin,  Jr.,  son  of 
Robert  M.  and  Olivia  T.  Franklin,  was  born  Nov. 
8,  1808,  in  Newport.  He  married  Ruth  Melville 
Barker,  daughter  of  David  and  Abigail  (Melville) 
Barker.  Her  maternal  ancestor,  Thomas  Melville, 
built  the  old  State-house  in  Newport,  as  well  as  the 
steeple  on  old  Trinity  Church.  Mr.  Franklin  was 
a baker  by  trade,  and  in  1830  established  the  Frank- 
lin Bakery,  which  is  still  being  conducted  by  his 
son,  William  B.  He  was  a man  of  quiet,  unassum- 
ing nature,  and  devoted  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business,  which  he  conducted  with  success  until 
his  death,  on  April  25,  1867,  in  Newport.  He  had 
two  children:  Robert  S.,  born  Aug.  4.  1836,  in 
Newport,  who  married  Susan  A.  Waver,  daughter 
of  Clarke  Weaver,  of  Newport ; and  William  Bar- 
ker Franklin. 

(V)  William  Barker  Franklin,  son  of  the  late 
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Robert  M.  Franklin  and  his  wife  Ruth  Melville 
(Barker),  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Nov.  23, 
1840.  Fiis  early  educational  training  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  city.  Leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  to  enter  the 
employ  of  his  father  in  the  bakery  business,  Mr. 
I'ranklin  continued  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s 
death,  which  occurred  in  1867,  at  which  time,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Robert  S.  Franklin,  he 
took  up”  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  & 
W.  Franklin.  This  partnership  continued  until 
1895,  when  William  B.  Franklin  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  brother  in  the  business,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted  on  his  own  account. 
The  present  large  and  substantial  two-story  brick 
business  block  at  the  corner  of  Spring  and  Mary 
streets  was  built  by  the  brothers  in  1876,  and  therein 
the  business  has  since  been  conducted,  being  still 
known  as  the  Franklin  Bakery,  as  established  by 
iMr.  Franklin’s  father  in  1830. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Franklin  is  a stanch  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
with  Prohibition  inclinations.  He  has  never  cared 
for  public  office,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  his  business.  However,  he  served  as 
commissioner  of  the  Newport  Asylum  for  several 
vears,  and  in  1906,  at  the  first  election  held  under 
the  new  charter  granted  the  city  of  Newport,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  representative  council  from 
the  Third  ward  for  the  one-year  term.  In  1907  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  representative  council 
from  the  Third  ward  for  a term  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Franklin  and  his  family  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Central  Baptist  (now  the  Second  Bap- 
tist) Church,  in  which  he  has  been  an  active  worker 
for  many  years,  and  of  which  for  several  years  he 
has  been  a deacon. 

William  B.  Franklin  was  united  in  marriage,  on 
March  21,  1864.  to  Mary  Adeline  Braley,  who  was 
born  July  31,  1843,  South  Dartmouth,  Mass., 
daughter  of  John  Swift  and  Susan  Adeline  (Ba- 
ker") Braley,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  To  Mr.  and 
iMrs.  Franklin  have  been  born  two  children,  Susan 
Braley  and  William  Barker,  Jr.,  the  latter  dying 
when  four  months  old.  Miss  Susan  Braley  Frank- 
lin is  a graduate  and  Ph.  D.  of  Bryn  Mawr  College, 
class  of  1889,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, having  been  thus  engaged  in  Vassar  College  for 
some  time,  and  now  as  principal  of  the  Classical 
Department  in  the  Ethical  Culture  School  of  New 
York  City. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Franklin  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Coddington  Sav- 
ings Bank,  of  Newport.  He  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Association  for  some  years,  and  is  now 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors ; he  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Branch  of  the  or- 
ganization in  Newport,  and  is  a zealous  supporter 
of  the  work  of  these  organizations.  As  a citizen 
iMr.  Franklin  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 


entire  community  in  which  all  his  life  has  been 
spent. 


AUGUSTUS  L.  AlOWRY.  A striking  ex- 
ample of  the  self-made  man  is  afforded  in  Augus- 
tus L.  Mowry,  one  of  the  enterprising, 
thrifty,  representative  farmers  of  Smithfield. 
In  early  childhood  circumstances  forced  upon 
him  the  lessons  of  industry,  frugality  and 
persistence,  and  entirely  through  his  own  ef- 
forts he  has  attained  to  his  present  position  among 
the  successful  men  of  his  town.  He  is  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  numerous  fami- 
lies of  Smithfield,  the  early  records  of  which  may 
be  found  on  other  pages  of  this  publication. 

Dan  ]\lpwry,  his  grandfather,  was  a resident 
of  what  is  now  Smithfield,  and  was  a farmer  and 

merchant.  He  died  there,  and  was  interred  in  a 

private  cemetery  about  two  miles  west  of  where 
he  died,  and  along  the  Douglass  pike.  He  mar- 
ried Betsey  Jeffers,  and  their  son,  Augustus 
Lamed,  became  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

-Augustus  Lamed  Mowry  was  born  Oct.  28, 
1828,  at  the  homestead  place  in  Smithfield.  He 
assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm 
and  the  conduct  of  the  store,  and  later  succeeded 
him  in  the  latter,  adding  a meat  business  at  a 

later  date.  He  died  Sept.  '14,  1864.  On  Jan.  3, 

1851,  he  married  Adeline  Frances  • Ballou,  born 
Nov.  13,  1832,  who  died  July  27,  1905,  in  her 
seventy-third  year.  She  was  a daughter  of  Dennis 
and  Hannah  (Barnes-Walling)  Ballouqf’aTnd  a de- 
scendant of  Alaturin  Ballou,  who  wasAlne  of  the 
co-proprietors  of  the  Providence  Plantations  in 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  her  lineage  being 
through  James  and  wife  Susanna  (Whitman),  of 
Providence;  Obadiah  and  wife  Damaris  (Bart- 
lett), of  Providence  and  Wrentham,  Mass.;  Oba- 
diah (2)  and  wife  Alary  Ann  (Fairfield),  of  Cum- 
berland, R.  L,  and  Wrentham,  Alass.,  which  be- 
came Cumberland,  later  Glocester  and  Burrill- 
ville;  and  Dennis  and  his  wife  Hannah  (Barnes- 
Walling),  of  Glocester,  Burrillville  and  Smith- 
field. 

Dennis  Ballou’s  homestead  was  in  that  part  of 
Smithfield  which  became  North  Smithfield,  a mile 
or  more  from  Slatersville.  He  was  a poor  boy, 
bound  out  to  service,  but  he  was  freed  at  the  age 
of  sixteen.  He  acquired  possession  of  a pair  of 
steers,  worked  out  for  wages  until  twenty-one, 
married,  and  purchased  the  farm  of  his  father-in- 
law,  and  in  the  course  of  time  became  a compara- 
tively rich  man.  He  was  successful  in  the  raising 
of  stock.  He  died  Oct.  25,  1851,  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  to  his  heirs  a home- 
stead of  200  acres,  well  improved.  His  widow, 
Hannah,  died  Dec.  i,  1878,  in  the  eighty-fourth 
year  of  her  age. 

i'^he  following  children  were  born  to  Augustus 
L’arned  Alowry  and  his  wife : Barton,  born  Jan. 
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4,  1852,  married  I’hebe  Dexter,  and  resides  In 
Smithfield,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a farmer ; 
Mercy,  horn  Jan.  21,  1853,  is  nnmarried ; Betsey 
J.,  horn  Jan.  11,  1854,  married  (first)  Joseph  Les- 
ter, and  (second)  John  Blair,  and  resided  in  North 
Smithfield  until  after  the  death  of  her  hushand, 
when  she  removed  to  Boston  and  there  died;  Han- 
nah F.,  born  Feb.  20,  1856,  was. married  June  22, 
1878,  to  Charles  Smith,  of  North  Smithfield; 
Nancy,  horn  Aug.  21,  1857,  died  young;  Dan,  born 
April  17,  1859,  ^ carpenter,  who  lives  at  Millville, 
jNlass.,  married  Effie  Fletcher;  Emma,  horn  Jan. 
II,  1862,  died  unmarried;  Augustus  L.,  born  Oct. 
22,  1863,  died  young;  Augustus  L.  (2)  w'as  horn 
June  2,  1864;  Nellie  died  young. 

Augustus  Lamed  Mow'ry  w'as  horn  in  Smith- 
field  and  was  hut  an  infant  when  his  father  died. 
The  family  were  in  straitened  circumstances  at  the 
time  and  the  baby  was  placed  at  the  towm  poor  farm 
in  Smithfield,  where  he  remained  until  the  age  of 
eight  years.V  His  opportunities  for  an  education 
were  very  limited,  all  told,  being  comprised  in  a 
few  weeks’  attendance  each  winter  in  the  district 
school.  When  a child  of  eight  years  he  was  taken 
by  Samuel  Browm,  a farmer  of  Smithfield,  and  re- 
mained working  for  him  four  years,  receiving  only 
his  board  and  clothes.  The  very  first  money  he 
possessed  that  he  could  really  call  his  owm  was  the' 
sum  of  two  dollars  and  ten  cents  which  he  earned 
at  odd  times  picking  huckleberries.  It  is  interesting 
to  know  what  the  child  did  wdth  the  first  money  that 
came  into  his  unaccustomed  hands.  He  placed  it 
to  his  credit  in  the  Smithfield  Savings  Bank  at 
Greenville,  and  it  is  with  justifiable  pride  that  he 
can  say  that  it  has  never  been  removed.  From 
Samuel  Brown  he  w'ent  to  William  Wheaton,  of 
Glocester,  for  two  years,  w'here  he  also  received 
but  his  board  and  clothing,  and  he  left  there  to 
make  his  home  with  Alonzo  Evans,  of  Smithfield, 
on  the  same  terms.  He  w^as  a strong,  rugged  boy, 
and  at  this,  time  was  a very  desirable  helper,  as  he 
could  do  a man’s  work.  When  he  was  fifteen  years 
old  he  was  employed  by  Lamech  C.  Mowry,  of 
Smithfield,  from  whom  he  received  his  first  wages 
in  cash.  He  then  passed  one  season  with  Simon 
Smith,  after  which  he  was  made  foreman  on  the 
Smithfield  farm  owned  by  George  Earl  Hicks,  of 
Providence,  where  he  remained  a year. 

After  two  seasons  in  the  employ  of  Sidney  H. 
Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  and  two  years  with  John 
O.  Winsor,  of  Johnston,  he  went  to  IMillville, 
i\lass.,  and  for  one  year  was  engaged  in  carpenter 
and  farm  work.  He  then  returned  to  Smithfield 
and  to  Simon  Smith,  remaining  there  until  his 
marriage,  when  he  went  back  to  Millville,  Mass., 
and  was  engaged  there  four  years  in  the  capacity 
of  clerk  in  a grocery  store.  Again  returning  to 
his  native  place,  he  rented  the  Arnold  Mowry  farm 
in  North  Smithfield  for  four  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  farm  of  Miss  Hannah  Smith,  in  the 
west  part  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  for  three 
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years.  On  May  14,  1897,  he  came  to  his  present 
location,  the  farm  of  John  Mowry,  father  of  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Caprqn,  of  Stillwater.  Mr.  Mowry  con- 
ducts a large  dairy  business,  dealing  in  milk  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  and  keeping  on  an  average 
forty  cows.  He  attends  to  all  the  various  details 
of  his  business  himself,  and  thus  insures  the  quality 
of  his  products. 

\Air.  Mowry  was  married  in  Smithfield,  in  1886, 
to  Nettie  L.  Smith,  who  was  born  Sept.  10,  1863, 
daughter  of  Simon  and  IMary  P.  (Enches)  Smith. 
Simon  Smith  was  born  in  1828,  was  a farmer  in 
Smithfield,  and  died  May  31,  1905.  His  children 
are : Phebe  L.,  wife  of  Ernest  R.  Sayles ; Nettie 
L.,  Mrs.  Mowry;  and  Etta  A.,  IMrs.  Gharles  C. 
Clark,  of  Lincoln. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Alowry  have  two  children : 
Zilla  S.,  born  Jan.  27,  1887,  and  Alarcella  A.,  born 
Eeb.  2,  1904.  The  family  belong  to  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  politics  Air.  Alowry  is  a Republican, 
but  he  takes  only  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  public 
matters.  He  is  known  everywhere  as  an  honest, 
reliable,  industrious  man,  and  the  prosperity  ( he 
enjoys  he  has  fairly  won. 

JAAIES  LEE  PHILLIPS,  Al.  D.,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  is  a descendant  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  John  Phillips,  the  pioneer  progenitor  of  the 
family,  his  line  coming  through  David,  Joseph, 
Alathew,  and  Harley  A.  and  \\'aity  Ann  (Cole) 
Phillips,  who  were  prominent  in  Foster  and  Scitu- 
ate. 

Harley  A.  Phillips  was  born  in  Foster,  R.  1., 
and  to  him  and  his  wife,  Waity  Ann  (Cole),  were 
born  two  children : James  Lee ; and  Emma,  who 
married  William  Henry,  and  had  children,  Arthur 
P.,  Aland  E.,  Edwin,  Walter  and  Preston. 

Dr.  James  Lee  Phillips  was  born  Aug.  24,  1864, 
in  Poster,  and  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  old  James 
Phillips  homestead.  His  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Foster,  the  Providence 
high  school  and  East  Greenwich  Academy,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1889  he  entered  Harvard  Aledical 
School.  During  the  vacation  of  June  and  July, 
i8gi,  he  served  as  externe  in  the  Boston  Lying-In 
Hospital,  taking  a course  of  lectures  untler  Dr. 
C.  Al.  Greene,  and  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Al.  D.,  in  the  class  of  1892.  In  July  of 
that  year  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Poster  Centre  with  Dr.  Henry  Arnold,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  physcians  of  that  section,  and  with 
him  remained  fifteen  months,  becoming  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  hardships  of  a country  prac- 
tice. In  October,  1893,  Dr.  Phillij)s  came  to  Provi- 
dence, and  opened  an  office  at  NO.  31 1 Cranston 
street,  subsequently  entering  into  partnership  with 
Dr.  P.  Erancis  Walker.  He  removed  his  office 
to  No.  382  Cranston  street,  continuing  there  eleven 
years,  but  since  October,  1905,  he  has  been  at  No. 
437.  Dr.  Phillips  is  a member  of  Flamilton 
Lodge,  No.  15,  A.  F.  & A.  Al. ; Clayville  Royal 
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Arch  Chapter,  Scituate ; and  St.  John’s  Com- 
inandery,  rrovidcnce.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  ^^’est  Side  Club,  while  his  profession 
identifies  him  with  the  Providence  iMedical  So- 
cietv,  the  Rhode  Island  iNIedical  Society,  and  the 
American  iMedical  Association.  Dr.  Phillips 
served  his  native  town  of  Poster  as  Senator  in  the 
State  Legislature  from  1904  to  1906,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  committees  on  Charities  and  Corrections 
and  Real  Estate. 

(i)n  Oct.  18,  1899,  Dr.  Phillips  was  married 
at  Harris,  R.  I.,  to  Cora  Pell  ^^’ood,  daughter 
of  Alton  P).  Wood,  and  to  them  a daughter  was 
horn,  May  8,  1903.  Elberta  iMay. 

WILLIA.M  PAYNE  LEWIS,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  honored  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, is  a native  of  Block  Island,  born  on  the 
homestead  farm  April  18.  1822.  He  is  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  earliest  settled  families  in 
Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Lewis,  of  Westerly,  signed  certain 
articles  relative  to  iMisquamicut  lands.  He  was 
made  a freeman.  Westerly,  in  1668.  His  name  was 
in  a list  of  inhabitants  in  1669.  His  children  were: 
Jonathan,  John,  Daniel,  James,  David,  Israel, 
Samuel  and  Dorcas. 

(II)  Israel  Lewis,  son  of  John,  born  in  1669, 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Brown) 
P)abcock,  and  they  lived  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  Their 
children  were:  Israel,  born  June  22,  1695;  Ben- 
jamin, June  8,  1697;  Jane,  May  21,  1700;  Ann, 
July  13.  1704;  ami  Nathaniel.  March  23,  1706. 
The  father  of  these  married  (second)  iMarch  27, 
1718,  Mary  Marsh,  and  their  children  were: 
Elisha,  born  Feb.  4,  1718-19;  and  five  others. 

(III)  Israel  Lewis  (2),  born  June  22,  1695, 
married  June  30,  1720,  Bathsheba,  and  their  only 
child.  Westerly  town  record,  was  Enoch,  born  Oct. 
13,  1720. 

(IV)  Enoch  Lewis,  son  of  Israel  (2),  born 
Oct.  13,  1720,  married,  Eeb.  27,  1742,  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Kenyon,  both  being  at  this  time 
of  Charlestown,  R.  I.  Their  children,  all  of  Rich- 
mond town  record,  were:  Tacy,  born  Sept.  29, 
1743;  Mary,  born  IMarch  26,  1745;  John,  May  15, 
1747;  Israel,  March  28,  1750;  Bathsheba,  Jan. 
24,  1752;  Enoch,  Feb.  19,  1754;  Elizabeth,  March 
31,  1757;  Benedict,  July  ii,  1759;  and  Joshua, 
Sept.  24,  1762. 

(Y)  Enoch  Lewis  (2),  son  of  Enoch,  born 
h'eb.  19,  1754.  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,, 
a private  in  Rhode  Island  troops  and  credited  to 
Washington  county.  He  was  placed  on  the  United 
States  pension  roll  Aug.  16,  1833,  his  age  being 
given  as  eighty-one  years  in  1835.  He  was  alive 
and  was  a resident  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  in 
1840.  aged  eighty-seven  years.  Fie  lived  for  a time 
on  Block  Island  where  his  son  Jesse  made  his 
home,  hut  later  returned  to  his  native  town,  and 
there  j^assed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 


(\T)  Jesse  Lewis,  son  of  Enoch  (2).  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  Washington  county, 
R.  I.,  June  6,  1782.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  in  1806  he  came  to  Block  Island,  and  was 
then  accompanied  by  his  father  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  He  bought  a tract  of  250  acres 
from  William  Payne,  on  the  southw^est  shore  of 
the  Island.  Here,  he  settled  down  to  farming,  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  land  was  all 
unimproved,  and  he  had  the  assistance  of  his  sons 
in  cultivating  and  improving  it.  He  died  Oct.  19, 
1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  four  months, 
thirteen  days,  and  was  buried  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Central  cemetery.  Block  Island.  He  was  a 
Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  faith,  and  a member 
of  the  Eree  Will  Baptist  Church.  On  Dec.  6, 
1809,  on  Block  Island,  he  married  Susan  Payne, 
born  on  the  Island,  daughter  of  William  Payne. 
Their  children  were : Rowland,  born  iMay  10, 
1811,  died  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.;  Thomas  P.,  born 
Eeb.  16,  1813;  Robert  M.,  born  FYb.  15,  1816, 
died  in  Texas;  John  R.,  born  July  17,  1819,  died  in 
Texas;  William  Payne,  born  April  18,  1822; 

Samuel,  born  Feb.  10,  1824,  died  in  New  Jersey; 
and  Susan  Payne,  born  Jan.  23,  1825,  married 
Henry  Slenard,  and  died  in  Westbrook,  Connecti- 
cut. 

(VII)  William  Payne  Lewis,  son  of  Jesse, 
born  April  18,  1822,  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  were  afforded  by  the  district  school 
during  the  winter  term.  His  first  teacher  was  Mrs. 
Hannah  Dodge,  and  the  school  was  held  in  a one- 
story  house  owned  by  Robert  Dodge.  iMr.  Lewises 
father,  with  several  others,  built  the  first  school 
house  on  Block  Island.  Among  the  pupils  in  the 
school  then  were  such  men  as  the  Hon.  W.  P. 
Sheffield,  of  Newport,  the  Hon.  George  M.  Wright, 
who  became  treasurer  of  New  Jersey,  Anderson 
C.  Rose,  who  was  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State, 
and  a number  of  others  who  distinguished  them- 
selves in  their  respective  walks  of  life.  Air.  Lewis 
worked  hard  from  early  boyhood  on  the  farm,  as 
the  place  was  not  entirely  paid  for,  and  he  the 
only  boy  at  home.  He  remained  with  his  parents, 
and  as  they  grew  old  cared  for  them,  relieving 
them  in  every  way  he  could.  By  untiring  industry 
he  managed  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness  on  the 
farm,  ancl  later  built  a dw'elling  house  and  other 
buildings,  and  made  his  property  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved places  on  the  Island.  He  bought  other  land 
until  he  is  the  largest  individual  land  owner  there. 
In  the  early  sixties  he  was  one  of  a company 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  saving  lives  and  prop- 
erty, as  at  that  time  a number  of  vessels  were 
wrecked  along  the  shore.  The  company  was  in- 
corporated, and  for  many  years  it  was  successful 
in  its  mission,  saving  many  vessels  with  valuable 
cargoes  and  a number  of  lives.  Among  the  vessels 
saved  were  five  ships,  six  brigs,  forty  schooners, 
and  one  sloop,  all  of  which  had  been  cast  ashore 
on  Block  Island  and  Point  Judith. 
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Mr.  I.ewis  is  not  a ])olitician  in  any  sense  of  the 
Avorci,  always  acting-  independently.  In  1852  he 
was  elected  third  warden  of  the  Island,  or  local 
justice,  and  performed  the  duties  of  that  office 
with  an  even  hand.  He  was  later  elected  second 
warden,  which  made  him  vice-president  of  the 
town  council,  and  later  he  became  first  warden,  or 
president  of  the  council.  Pie  held  these  offices  for 
above  a quarter  of  a century,  and  also  at  various 
times  filled  the  offices  of  collector  of  taxes,  auc- 
tioneer and  assessor,  as  well  as  notary  public  and 
wreck  commissioner.  Mr.  Lewis  has  lived  to  see 
vast  improvements  on  the  Island,  the  old  and  new 
harbor  breakwaters,  the  large  hotels  for  summer 
guests  and  many  other  changes  marking  the  trans- 
formation from  the  practically  wild  condition 
familiar  to  him  in  his  youth.  While  now  eighty- 
six  vears  of  age  he  is  active  in  mind  and  body. 
In  1906  he  wrote  a sketch  of  his  life,  giving  in 
detail  many  of  the  more  important  events,  and 
this  was  published  for  his  family.  He  is  a man 
of  sterling  character,  and  of  pleasing  personality, 
and  his  honorable  and  useful  life  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise  and  emulation. 

Mr.  Lewis  received  his  early  religious  training 
from  his  mother  and  in  .1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
he  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Eleazer  Macumber, 
a minister  of  the  First  Kaptist  Church  of  Block 
Island,  and  for  seventy  years  he  has  faithfully 
held  to  his  membership  there. 

On  Jan.  8,  1-850,  in  Block  Island,  Mr.  Lewis 
was  married  to  Wealthy  Dodge,  born  in  1828, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Gideon  and  Cordelia  Dodge. 
Like  her  husband  she  is  still  active,  and  their  fifty- 
eight  years  of  happy  wedded  life  have  served  to 
bring  them  closer  and  closer  in  the  bonds  of  af- 
fection. Five  children  blessed  their  marriage : 
John  R.,  born  Jan.  17,  1851,  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead with  his  parents;  Cordelia  J.,  born  Jan.  28, 
1853,  married  Hiram  Ball,  of  Block  Island ; Alice 
O.,  born  Oct.  5,  1854,  married,  June  6,  1876, 

Cassius  C.  Ball,  of  Block  Island,  and  she  died 
Sept.  13,  1885,  leaving  one  son,  Nicholas,  born 
Feb.  22,  1880;  Ray  G.  was  born  in  1857;  and  Jesse, 
born  June  7,  1868,  married  Nelly  May  Ball. 

(VIII)  R.\y  G.  Lewis,  son  of  William  Payne, 
was  born  on  the  homestead  in  1857,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  local  school  and  at  a private  school.  He 
worked  from  early  youth  on  the  farm,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  he  started  to  teach  one  of  the  Is- 
land’s schools,  and  for  a period  of  six  years  he 
followed  that  profession.  In  the  meantime  Block 
Island  had  become  popular  as  a summer  resort, 
and  Mr.  Lewis  determined  to  enter  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, catering  to  those  who  came  to  enjoy  the  cool 
breezes  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  Au- 
gust. In  1887  he  built  what  was  then  the  “Na- 
tional Hotel,”  and  kept  enlarging  it  from  time  to 
time  to  accommodate  his  fast  increasing  business 
until  1902,  in  which  year  the  hotel  with  all  its, 
contents  was  destroyed  by  fire.  This  was  a great 


loss  to  its  owner,  but  he  was  undaunted  and  a new 
building  rose  on  the  ashes  of  the  old.  This  was  on 
a much  larger  scale,  and  was  fitted  with  all  the 
up-to-date-  improvements  that  mark  the  first  class 
modern  hotel.  It  was  built  to  accommodate  two 
hundred  guests.  Mr.  Lewis  is  possessed  of  a 
genial,  afifable  manner,  is  naturally  courteous  and 
gentlemanly,  and  he  makes  an  ideal  and  very  popu- 
lar host.  He  is  interested  in  farming  and  several 
other  lines,  and  is  a thoroughly  enterprising  busi- 
ness man. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lewis  is  independent.  He  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  tax  assessors 
for  four  years,  moderator  for  two  years,  and  super- 
intendent of  the  public  schools  for  the  past  eighteen 
years.  In  1897  he  was  elected  a representative  to 
the  State  Legislature,  and  re-elected  until  1904, 
during  which  time  he  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mittees on  Corporations  and  Fisheries.  In  1907  he 
was  again  elected  on  the  independent  ticket,  and 
continues  to  serve  on  the  above  committees.  He 
is  a member  of  Atlantic  Lodge,  A.  F.  & x\.  M., 
of  Block  Island ; and  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  New- 
port. 

On  Nov.  15,  1883,  iMr.  Lewis  married  Addie 
E.  Conley,  daughter  of  Capt.  George  W.  Conley, 
a well  known  citizen  of  Block  Island.  They  have 
two  children;  Arabella  C.,  born  Aug.  15,  1884, 
who  died  in  March,  1885;  and  William,  born  Oct. 
5,  1889. 

PARDON  S.  PECKHAIM,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
great  manufacturing  interests  of  the  State,  par- 
ticularly the  woolen  industry,  descends  from  a 
family  which  is  not  only  one  of  the  oldest  in  Rhode 
Island  but  one  ancient  and  honorable  in  England. 
His  line  of  descent  from  the  English  stock,  of 
which  an  extensive  account  appears  elsewhere,  is 
as  follows ; 

(I)  John  Peckham. 

(II)  Thomas  Peckham. 

(III)  Daniel  Peckham. 

(IV)  Daniel  Peckham  (2). 

(V)  Daniel  Peckham  (3). 

(VI)  Judge  Samuel  Peckham  resided  in 
Charlestown,  Washington  county,  R.  I.,  where  he 
cultivated  a farm  and  also  followed  his  trade,  that 
of  cooper.  He  married  Hannah  Stanton,  of  the 
same  county,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren. 

(VII)  Daniel  Peckham,  youngest  of  the  family 
of  Judge  Samuel  Peckham  who  grew  to  mature 
years,  was  born  Sept.  10,  1796)  ^ud  died  in  April, 
1861.  He  was  a farmer  and  a boat-builder,  and 
occasionally  engaged  in  carpentering,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  active  men  of  the 
locality  in  his  time.  He  was  much  interested  in 
local  military  afifairs,  and  attained  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  militia,  being  familiarly  known 
among  his  friends  as  Capt.  Daniel.  He  married 
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Olive,  daughter  of  Pardon  Kenyon,  of  Hopkinton, 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children : Pardon 
Stanton,  born  Oct.  2,  1821;  Samuel,  born  iNlarch 
6,  1828;  Thomas  C.,  December,  1836;.  John  j., 
1840;  and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  The  father 
married  for  his  second  wife  Betsey  Clarke  Ennis, 
a widow,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Leander  W.  and 
Luther,  concerning  whom  will  be  found  extended 
mention  elsewhere. 

(\1II)  Pardon  S.  Peckham,  the  eldest  son 
of  his  father's  first  union,  was  born  Oct.  2,  1821, 
in  Charlestown,  R.  L,  whence  when  twelve  years 
old  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Westerly.  His 
education  was  obtained  under  difficulties,  as  he 
had  only  the  winter  months  to  devote  to  study  at 
the  nearest  school,  located  nearly  two  miles  distant 
and  requiring  a tedious  walk  to  and  from  his  home 
each  day.  Such,  however,  was  his  determination 
that  he  soon  obtained  a thorough  knowledge  oi 
the  English  branches  and  a mastery  of  elementary 
mathematics  that  contributed  greatly  to  his  success 
as  a business  man.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  re- 
moved to  Warwick,  Kent  county,  and  was  em- 
ployed to  tend  woolen  cards  in  a mill  near  Paw-, 
tuxet.  His  skill  and  fidelity  to  the  work  assigned 
to  him  soon  placed  him  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment, where  he  remained  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  mill  ceased  operations.  Re- 
moving to  xTpponaug,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
I'estus  L.  Thompson,  as  superintendent  of  the 
carding  rooms,  and  later  assumed  the  management 
of  the  mill,  which  he  purchased  in  1846  in  partner- 
ship with  E.  S.  Peckham,  under  the  firm  name  of 
E.  S.  & P.  S.  Peckham.  This  business  associa- 
tion lasted  two  years.  The  product  of  the  mill 
was  woolen  stocking  yarns,  which  found  a ready 
sale  and  soon  established  a reputation  for  the 
“Peckham  Yarns,”  which  were  the  most  popular 
and  desirable  on  the  market.  Selling  his  interest 
in  1848  Mr.  Peckham  removed  to  Coventry  Cen- 
ter, where  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Peckham  & Spencer.  The  junior  partner,  i\Ir. 
Spencer,  was  obliged  to  retire  a year  later  by  rea- 
son of  illness,  and  the  firm  then  became  Peck- 
ham & Card,  who  did  business  for  four  years, 
making  a specialty  of  woolen  yarns.  In  1853  the 
senior  partner  purchased  his  associate’s  interest, 
and  continued  to  run  the  mill  alone  until  1861, 
when  his  brother,  Thomas  C.  Peckham,  was  ad- 
mitted to  a quarter  interest.  This  relation  only 
existed  for  a brief  time,  when  Pardon  S.  Peckham 
again  became  sole  owner,  purchasing  in  addition 
a cotton  mill  which  underwent  material  changes, 
being  converted  into  a manufactory  for  woolen 
yarns.  At  this  time  Mr.  Peckham's  selling  agents 
were  Harley  Ridge  & Co.  and  Tafift  & Co.,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

In  the  year  1865  a corporation  was  formed 
under  the  name  of  Peckham  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, who  operated  the  two  mills  mentioned  and 


a third  located  at  Spring  Lake,  in  the  town  of 
Coventry.  In  1870  Mr.  Peckham  became  the  sole 
owner  of  the  Spring  Lake  property,  a year  later 
dissolving  his  connection  with  the  Peckham  Manu- 
facturing Company.  In  1881  he  admitted  his  two 
sons,  Samuel  D.  and  Pardon  S.,  Jr.,  to  partnership, 
the  firm  name  becoming  P.  S.  Peckham  & Co.  To 
the  younger  men  is  attributable  in  a large  degree  the 
success  of  the  establishment,  the  senior  partner 
giving  it  little  attention  aside  from  a general 
supervision  of  the  business.  In  1884  a new  and 
commodious  mill  was  erected  on  adjacent  ground. 
Mr.  Peckham  was  formerly  a director  in  the  Cov- 
entry Savings  Bank.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical views  and  a firm  believer  in  free  trade  prin- 
ciples. He  has  been  actively  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education  and  the  local  welfare  generally, 
for  a long  time  held  the  office  of  school  trustee, 
and  for  four  years  w'as  a member  of  the 
town  council,  of  which  he  served  as  president  in 
1899  and  1900.  Pie  first  united  with  the  P'ree  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Warwick,  and  has  since  es- 
poused the  belief  of  the  Second  Adventists. 

In  1841  Mr.  Peckham  married  Hannah  E. 
Gortoiq  daughter  of  Gardner  Gorton,  of  Appon- 
aug,  and  she  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1847.  In 
the  following  year  Mr.  Peckham  married  Sarah 
J.,  daughter  of  George  W.  Bates,  of  Warwick,, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  named  chil- 
dren : Samuel  D. ; Ellen  I".,  wife  of  George  H. 
Tyler,  who  has  two  children ; Mary  Jane,  de- 
ceased, wife  of  George  E.  Rounds;  P’ardon  S., 
Jr.,  now  deceased;  Olive  D.,  wdio  married  Mason 
DeWitt,  and  has  five  children ; Sarah  G.,  wife  of 
N.  B.  \'ars,  Jr.,  wdio  has  two  children;  William 
H.;  Charles  II.,  deceased;  Eva  A.,  who  married 
Henry  Chapman;  Emily  B.,  wife  of  John  Rishton;. 
and  Walter  W.,  who  married  Mary  Griffin  and 
has  three  sons,  this  family  residing  in  East  Provi- 
dence. Mrs.  Peckham,  wdio  was  a woman  of  many 
endearing  virtues,  passed  away  March  27,  igo6,, 
and  is  buried  in  Washington  county.  Mr.  Peckham 
married  (third)  Aug.  27,  1906,  Susan  A.  Lilli- 
bridge,  wddow'  of  Jesse  B.  Champlin,  and  daughter 
of  Capt.  Reynolds  Lillibridge. 

JOHN  KENNEDY,  the  owner  of  the  largest 
retail  baking  business  in  the  city  of  Providence, 
is  a self-made  man.  He  is  a native  of  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  son  of  Gavin  and  Elizabeth 
(Gillon)  Kennedy. 

Gavin  Kennetly  was  a prosperous  business  man 
in  Glasgow^  wdiere  he  conducted  a wholesale  and 
retail  baking  business,  and  he  died  in  that  city. 
His  wddow^  is  yet  living.  Thirteen  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  wdiom  six  came  to  the  United 
States,  viz.:  John,  Robert,  James  and  Gavin,  who- 
all  reside  in  Providence,  as  does  also  Susan,  the- 
w'ife  of  William  Robertson ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Thomas  Lambie,  of  Denver,  Colorado. 
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John  Kennedy  was  born  June  i8,  1855,  and  re- 
ceived a coniinon-school  education  in  Glasgow. 
When  he  was  a small  boy  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a baker,  being  at  the  time  so  young  that 
he  had  to  stand  on  a stool  to  do  the  work.  As 
was  customary  in  Scotland,  only  one  branch  of 
the  business  was  taught  at  a time,  and  he  began 
to  learn  first  fancy  pastry  baking-,  and  later  mas- 
tered every  branch  of  the  trade.  He  was  for  a 
time  employed  as  a journeyman,  and  later  engaged 
in  business  for  himself,  but  met  with  reverses  and 
so  decided  to  come  to  the  United  States. 

jMr.  Kennedy  made  the  voyage  to  America 
iibout  1877,  and  for  nearly  ten  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a journeyman  in  Boston  and  vicinity, 
much  of  this  time  being  a foreman  in  large  baking- 
shops.  Among  them  were  Knights  & Son,  Bos- 
ton; Davis  Bros.,  of  Brighton;  and  Dill,  of  Mel- 
rose. During  this  time,  after  being  in  this  country 
for  five  years,  he  made  a visit  to  his  native  coun- 
try. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Daniel  Seymour  of  Providence,  a 
well  known  baker,  who  had  an  establishment  on 
West  Friendship  street,  went  to  Boston  seeking 
a foreman  for  his  shop,  and  as  Mr.  Kennedy  was 
recommended  to  him,  Mr.  Seymour  hired  him,  and 
for  two  and  a half  years  employed  him  as  foreman. 
Mr.  Kennedy  then  severed  his  connection  with 
Mr.  Seymour,  and  with  capital,  part  of  which  was 
borrowed  from  his  fellow  workers,  who  recpiested 
no  security  other  than  his  promise  to  repay,  he 
purchased  a baking  business  at  his  present  lo- 
cation, No.  1065  Westminster  street.  At  that 
time  he  did  all  his  own  baking,  being  assisted  by 
only  a boy. 

Mr.  Kennedy  worked  hard  day  and  night  to  get 
his  business  on  a profitable  footing,  but  he  was 
rewarded  with  the  fullest  success,  and  the  busi- 
ness has  ever  since  enjoyed  a steady  and  prosper- 
ous growth,  until  at  present,  as  before  stated,  it 
is  the  largest  retail  establishment  in  the  city,  giv- 
ing employment  to  about  thirty  people  and  keep- 
ing nine  delivery  wagons  going  continuously.  His 
trade  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  city  of 
I’rovidence. 

Mr.  Kennedy  in  his  political  views  is  in  local 
matters  independent,  voting  for  the  men  he  believes 
best  fitted  for  the  office.  On  national  issues  he 
votes  the  Republican  ticket.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No.  3,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  Pomham  and  West  Side  Clubs. 

Mrs.  Kennedy  was  formerly  Miss  Lena  Mc- 
Donald, of  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia.  She  has  borne 
her  husband  one  daughter,  Isabelle,  born  March 
2,  1900.-  Mr.  Kennedy  is  a liberal,  free-hearted 
man,  who  is  very  fond  of  out  door  life,  automobil- 
ing,  hunting  and  fishing,  and  each  year  he  makes 
one  or  more  fishing  and  hunting  trips  to  the  Maine 
woods.  Mr.  Kennedy  has  a wide  acquaintance 
and  his  companionable  nature  makes  him  many 


warm  friends,  while  his  sturdy  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence secure  their  high  esteem. 

A N D R E W S-WATERM AN  ( 1 ’rovidence 
family).  The  children  of  the  late  Erancis  An- 
drews, several  of  whom  are  now  active  in  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  Providence,  represent  one  of  the 
first  families  of  the  Old  Colony  of  Rhode  Island — 
one  among  the  earliest  coming  from  Old  Englaml 
to  New  England.  Col.  Richard  Waterman,  the 
forerunner  here  of  the  name  and  the  founder  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Waterman  family,  a man  of 
singular  firmness  and  strength  of  character,  oc- 
cupied a large  place  in  the  history  of  Colonial 
times.  Col.  Waterman  came  to  the  vicinity  of 
Boston  in  1629.  Sympathizing  with  the  religious 
teachings  of  Roger  Williams,  after  a few  years’ 
residence  at  Salem,  he  followed  the  “Apostle  of 
Liberty”  to  Providence  in  1638.  His  name  stands 
twelfth  among  the  grantees  of  the  estate  of  Roger 
Williams.  Mr.  W’aterman  was  one  of  the  eleven 
baptized  by  Williams  in  1638  or  1639,  and  one  of 
the  twelve  original  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  1639.  He  was  one  of  the  thirty-nine  who 
signed  an  agreement  in  1640  for  a form  of  gov- 
ernment. He  was  made  a freeman  in  1655, 
was  for  several  years  commissioner  (including  that 
year).  Several  of  his  sons  became  leading  citizens 
of  the  Colony,  representing  their  communities  in 
the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  serving  in  other  im- 
portant official  positions.  One  of  his  sons,  Re- 
solved Waterman,  is  mentioned  below ; while  the 
other  children,  all  by  his  wife  Bethia,  were:  Me- 
hetabel.  Wait  and  Nathaniel. 

Resolved  Waterman,  son  of  Richard,  born  in 
1638,  married  in  1659,  Mercy  Williams,  born  in 
1640,  daughter  of  Roger  Williams  and  Mary,  and 
they  were  of  Providence.  Mr.  W'aterman  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1667.  He  died  in 
1670.  His  widow  remarried  and  died  in  1705- 
Flis  children  were;  Richard,  born  in  January, 
1660;  Mercy,  1663;  John,  1666;  and  Resolved, 
1667. 

John  Waterman,  born  in  1666,  also  called 
“Ensign  John,”  married  Anne,  born  Jan.  13,  1668, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (IMarsh)  Olney. 
Mr.  Waterman  inherited  one-half  of  the  real  estate 
belonging  to  his  grandfather  in  Old  Warwick. 
He  settled  on  this  property  about  1690,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  W'aterman  family  to  make  that 
town  a permanent  residence.  Mr.  W aterman  died 
Aug.  26,  1728,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Oct. 
26,  1745.  Their  children  were;  Elizabeth,  born 
April  18,  1692;  Alercy,  Jan.  27,  1694;  Anne,  IMay 
20,  1696;  John,  Feb.  5,  1698;  Benoni,  IMay  25, 
1701;  Resolved,  Oct.  13,  1703;  Phebe ; and  Pati- 
ence. 

Col.  Benoni  Waterman,  born  IMay  25,  1701, 
married  Feb.  ii,  1724,  Sarah,  born  in  1699,  daugh- 
ter of  Wdlliam  Wicks.  Col.  Waterman  lived  on 
the  old  WMterman  place  in  W'arwick,  inherited 
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from  his  grandfather.  He  died  Nov.  3.  1787.  His 
wife  passed  away  Nov.  11,  1786.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  iNlay  6,  1726;  John,  Ang.  25, 
1730;  and  Benjamin,  iMay  22,  1732. 

Col.  John  Waterman,  born  Aug.  25,  1730,  mar- 
ried June  13,  1754,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col.  John 
Potter.  Col.  Waterman  inherited  the  estate  of 
his  father.  He  defended  Old  W'arwick  from  an 
invasion  by  the  British  in  the  Revolution  at  the 
time  when  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  New- 
port, and  was  in  command  of  a regiment  which 
drove  the  British  from  the  Island  of  Prudence 
at  the  time  A'allace  landed  and  burnt  the  houses 
on  the  Island.  He  was  colonel  of  militia,  for 
many  years  president  of  the  town  council,  and 
member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  held  other 
responsible  positions.  His  chiklren  were : Ben- 
jamin, born  July  15,  1755;  ]\Iercy,  Nov.  3,  1756; 
John,  Sept.  12,  1758  (died  iMarch  7,  1759)  ; John 
(2),  Dec.  19,  1759;  Mary,  May  22,  1761  ; William, 
May  5,  1763;  and  Sarah,  born  Sept.  30,  1764. 
John,  Benjamin  and  \\'illiam  were  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution. 

Col.  William  W'aterman,  son  of  Col.  John, 
born  May  5,  1763,  made  his  home  in  the  town  of 
Coventry,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
received  a pension  from  the  government.  He  was 
a captain  and  later  a colonel  in  the  militia.  His 
death  occurred  in  Coventry,  Nov.  8,  1848.  On 
June  9,  1793,  he  married  Hannah  Corton,  widow 
of  Benjamin  Gorton  and  daughter  of  Capt.  Oliyer 
Gardner.  They  had  three  sons : William,  born 
1794,  died  in  1838,  leaving  four  children,  Han- 
nah, Caroline,  Henry  and  Horace:  Oliver  Gardner, 
born  July  9,  1797;  and  Horatio  N.,  born  Feb.  23, 
1806,  was  for  many  years  general  foreman  for  the 
Spragues  and  a wealthy  man,  and  he  died  June 
16,  1891. 

Oliver  Gardner  WMterman,  son  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam, was  born  July  9,  1797,  in  the  town  of  Cov- 
entry, Kent  county,  R.  I.,  where  his  life  was  spent. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  school  of 
his  native  town,  where  he  had  such  advantages  as 
were  enjoyed  by  the  country  boy  of  the  time,  alter- 
nating his  attendance  at  school  in  the  winter  witn 
work  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  summer.  He 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Summit,  also 
in  cultivating  a small  farm  nearby.  In  his  more 
active  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  not  only  of  Coventry,  but  of  that  section  of 
the  State,  and  for  several  years  represented  Cov- 
icntry  in  ■ the  State  Legislature  (both  branches). 
He  was  commissioner  of  the  Stonington  railroad, 
and  also  of  the  Fishkill  & Hartford  railroad,  and 
for  the  building  of  the  old  State  Prison  at  Provi- 
dence. He  married  (first)  Harriet  M'eeks,  who 
died  Feb.  19,  1833,  aged  twenty-nine  years,  and 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Potter,  married  Francis  M. 
.Andrews.  His  second  wife,  Cynthia  .Ann  Aladi- 
son,  bore  him  si.x  children : Charles  Edwin ; 


Harriet,  unmarried,  a well  known  dentist  of  Paw- 
tucket ; Susan  W.,  who  married  William  A.  Fisk ; 
Hannah  G.,  who  married  (first)  Capt.  William 
Salsbury,  and  (second)  Edward  Love;  Almira 
F.,  who  died  young;  and  Helen  R.,  who  married 
Duncan  Beaton.  Air.  Waterman  died  at  Summit, 
R.  I.,  March  16,  1886.  His  wife  died  Dec.  28, 
1884.  . 

Fr.\ncis  Al.  Andrews,  of  Providence,  whom 
it  is  especially  desired  to  note  in  this  article,  while 
not  of  Rhode  Island  birth,  was  through  a long,  ac- 
tive and  busy  life  fully  identified  with  the  State’s 
history  and  business  interests.  Air.  Andrews  was 
born  Aug.  15,  1821,  in  the  village  of  Alanchester, 
A'ermont,  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Andrews,  and 
his  early  scholastic  training  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  boyhood  home.  Furthering 
liis  studies  at  Burr  Seminary  in  his  native  State, 
he  was  graduated  therefrom,  after  which  he  taught 
school  for  a short  time,  and  in  1847,  of 

twenty-si.x  years,  he  located  in  Summit,  R.  I., 
where  he  met  his  future  wife.  For  some  ten  years 
Air.  Andrews  was  associated  with  his  father-in- 
law  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Summit,  R.  I. 
In  about  1857  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, and  became  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store 
of  Perry  & Bainard,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
after  which  he  formed  a partnership  with  Air. 
Frederick  A.  Brown,  and  purchased  the  brig  “New 
England,"  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  in  busi- 
ness. The  craft  was  removed  to  a point  in  Provi- 
dence river  near  Alarket  Square,  and  on  her  the 
firm  conducted  for  a number  of  years  an  e.xtensive 
wholesale  salt  and  pickled  fish  business.  On  the 
building  of  the  bridge  later  it  became  necessary  to 
move  their  quarters,  and  the  “New  England’’  was 
sold.  On  disposing  of  the  vessel  the  firm  of  An- 
drews & Brown  was  dissolved.  Air.  Andrews  be- 
coming sole  proprietor,  he  continued  business  on 
Ganal  street,  dealing  largely  in  butter,  eggs  and 
cheese.  Thus  he  continued  active  in  the  harness 
until  1 888,  when  owing  to  failing  health  he  re- 
tired, and  thereafter  passed  the  time  quietly  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  home  until  called  to  his  re- 
ward. 

Air.  Andrews  was  a man  of  quiet  manners  and 
disposition,  of  a retiring  nature,  caring  little  for 
exciting  life,  but  wedded  to  home  and  family, 
therefore  not  indulging  to  any  extent  in  club  and 
social  life.  Other  than  being  identified  through  a 
])eriod  of  forty  years  with  the  I.  ( ).  O.  E.,  being 
a member  of  Canonicus  Lodge  at  Providence,  he 
belonged  to  and  took  no  part  in  club  or  fraternal 
organizations.  For  years  he  served  as  a trustee 
of  the  Church  of  the  Alediator.  His  life  was  so 
lived  that  he  commanded  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him. 

For  some  time  after  giving  uj)  his  business  Air. 
Andrews  was  troubled  with  his  eyes,  and  this  con- 
tinued until  he  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes,  becoming 
totally  blind  suddenly  Nov.  19,  1899.  He  died  at 
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his  home  on  Atlantic  avenue,  Rrovidence,  June 
14,  1904. 

On  July  16,  1848,  Hr.  Andrews  married,  as 
above  stated.  Miss  Sarah  Potter  Waterman,  and 
three  children  came  to  bless  their  union,  namely : 
Frank  Waterman,  Georg^e  iMorton  and  Ida  P.  Mrs. 
Andrews  died  at  her  home,  No.  27  Atlantic  avenue, 
Feb.  19,  1906,  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  hus- 
band in  the  Waterman  cemetery,  at  Summit,  Rhode 
Island. 

Fr.\nk  Waterman  Andrews,  eldest  son 
of  the  late  Francis  M.  Andrews,  has  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  the  city  of  Providence,  where 
he  was  born  Jnne  26,  i860.  He  received  all  his  ed- 
ucation in  his  native  city,  where  he  also  learned  the 
trade  of  jeweler,  the  occupation  he  has  followed  all 
his  life.  He  is  a man  of  quiet  but  pronounced 
tastes,  and  takes  a particularly  deep  interest  in  the 
cultivation  of  dowers,  of  which  he  is  a great  lover. 
He  makes  a specialty  of  the  raising  of  dahlias  of 
different  varieties,  the  seeds  of  which  he  imports 
from  England  and  Holland.-  i\Ir.  Andrews  makes 
his  home  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Whitlock,  on  Atlantic 
avenue.  In  political  matters  he  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

George  IMorton  Andrews,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  Francis  M.  Andrews,  was  born  Aug.  3,  1864. 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  where  he  also  received 
his  education.  In  early  manhood  he  became  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  and  retail  merchandise  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  and  when  the  latter  retired  the 
son,  George  M.,  became  interested  in  places  of 
amusement,  in  which  line  he  was  successful.  For 
some  time  he  was  treasurer  of  the  old  Starr  The- 
atre, and  he  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Scenic  Temple 
of  Amusement  in  Providence,  which  under  the 
])resent  management  has  been  a popular  and  paying 
amusement  resort. 

Mrs.  Ida  Pearl  (Andrews)  Whitlock,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Francis  M.  xA.ndrews,  was  born 
in  the  old  Waterman  homestead,  in  the  town  of 
Coventry,  Kent  Co.,  R.  I.,  and  was  quite  young 
when  her  parents  moved  to  Providence,  where  she 
received  her  education.  Special  attention  was  given 
to  her  musical  training,  and  she  taught  music  for 
several  years,  and  was  also  a member  of  the  choir 
of  the  Church  of  the  iMediator  for  several  years. 
After  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Frederic  O.  Smith,  she 
became  absorbingly  interested  in  his  musical  and 
dramatic  talent,  and  its  high  development  was  due 
in  large  measure  to  her  unflagging  help  and  en- 
couragement. After  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith  she 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Lewis  L.  Wdiitlock.  Mrs. 
Whitlock  is  not  only  a woman  of  studious  nature 
and  a deep  thinker,  but  she  has  the  energy  and  re- 
source to  put  her  ideas  into  practical  execution,  and 
after  a number  of  years  devoted  to  investigating 
the  truths  of  spiritualism  she  developed  a taste  for 
public  speaking  which  has  brought  her  fame  and 
success.  Her  first  lecture  on  that  subject  was  given 
in  1887.  at  the  camp  meeting  at  Onset,  Mass.,  and 


for  many  years  she  was  engaged  to  lecture  all  over 
New  h'ngland,  New  York,  the  middle  west  and 
southern  States,  having  among  her  audiences  some 
of  the  brightest  minds  of  the  day,  as  well  as  many 
of  the  greatest  students  of  spiritualism.  She  has 
also  written  much  on  the  subject,  her  contributions 
to  the  public  press  being  well  received.  Mrs.  Whit- 
lock has  also  taken  deep  interest  in  many  other  liv- 
ing questions  of  the  day.  principally  the  subject  of 
temperance,  and  woman’s  suffrage,  and  has  deliv- 
ered many  lectures  on  those  subjects  on  the  public 
l)latform  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  She  is  a 
stanch  admirer  of  such  eminent  exponents  of  those 
causes  as  the  late  Kate  Stanton  and  Susan  B.  An- 
thony, Julia  Y’ard  Howe,  and  other  women  of  note, 
who  have  for  years  been  championing  the  rights  of 
women.  Besides  attending  to  her  pulilic  work,  ]\lrs. 
Whitlock  has  given  much  time  to  business,  having 
for  several  years  been  connected  with  the  brokerage 
house  of  The  George  F.  Bradstreet  Company,  of 
Boston.  During  the  past  few  years  iMrs.  Whitlock 
gave  up  all  public  lecturing  in  order  to  devote  her 
time  to  the  care  of  her  aged  parents,  who  have  since 
jiassed  away.  Mrs.  Whitlock  is  a woman  of  strong 
character,  of  refined  taste  and  of  charming  person- 
ality. She  is  not  only  an  earnest  student,  but  also  a 
keen  observer,  and  her  faculties  have  been  broad- 
ened and  developed  by  extensive  travel  in  foreign 
lands.  In  her  travels  she  has  been  accompanied  by 
her  daughter,  to  whom  she  is  much  devoted.  iMrs. 
^Vhitlock  is  quite  active  in  all  church  work,  attend- 
ing the  Church  of  the  ^Mediator,  of  which  Dr.  Sel- 
leck  is  pastor,  and  of  which  church  her  mother  was 
a devoted  member. 

FREDERIC  O.  S^HTH  was  a native  of  Rhode 
Island,  born  at  Natick,  in  the  town  of  Warwick, 
Kent  county,  and  there  he  attended  the  .public 
school.  As  he  was  but  a boy  when  his  father,  Orrin 
Smith,  died,  his  opportunities  for  an  education  were 
limited  to  the  home  district,  but  he  was  a man  of 
ambition,  and  by  careful  reading  he  became  well 
educated,  especially  in  history.  In  his  younger 
davs  he  followed  for  some  time  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness, but  later  gave  it  u])  that  he  might  develop  his 
natural  talents  along  musical  and  dramatic  lines,  in 
both  of  which  he  became  an  artist  of  much  merit. 
Fie  was  a well-known  star  on  the  American  stage 
under  the  name  of  Frederic  Bryton,  and  his  death 
occurred  at  the  close  of  a performance  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  April  13,  1898.  He  left  his  widow  and  one 
daughter,  Fannie  Pearl  Smith,  born  in  Providence 
Aug.  25.  1875. 

i\liss  Fannie  Pearl  Smith  attended  the  public 
schools  until  she  was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  she 
became  a pupil  in  the  private  school  of  iMiss  Ida 
Gardner,  on  the  West  side,  and  under  whom  she 
was  graduated  in  i8()3.  She  was  gifted  with  great 
musical  talent,  and  had  studied  under  local  teach- 
ers. After  graduating  from  i\liss  Gardner's  school 
she  went  to  Warren,  111.,  and  took  charge  of  the 
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^Musical  Department  of  the  \\'arren  Academy,  un- 
der the  princii)alship  of-  2\liss  Gardner,  and  there 
she  spent  one  year.  Returning  to  Providence  she 
continued  her  musical  studies  under  Miss  Fannie 
Cliff  Barry,  of  Providence,  and  IMiss  O'Brion  of 
Boston.  In  1899  she  went  to  X'ienna,  Austria,  and 
there  entered  the  studio  of  the  renowned  pianist, 
j’rof.  Leschetitzky.  She  was  married  at  Philadel- 
])hia.  Pa.,  in  1900,  to  _Mr.  Williams  Sprague,  of 
London,  England,  and  ’they  made  their  home  in 
\'ienna  until  the  summer  of  1906,  when  they  came 
to  New  York,  where  they  now  reside. 
Mrs.  Sprague,  however,  is  still  continuing  her  mu- 
sical studies,  and  has  won  recognition  for  her  ex- 
(piisite  artistic  interpretation.  She  is  also  a linguist, 
speaking  fluently  German,  French  and  Italian,  be- 
sides having  a thorough  knowledge  of  Latin.  She 
is  a woman  of  rare  beauty  and  intellect,  and  is  very 
devoted  to  her  mother. 

LORING  DOW  RICHMOND,  long  connected 
with  the  ice  business,  and  a prominent  member  of 
tbe  IMasonic  fraternity,  was  l^orn  in  Exeter,  Nov. 
12,  1842,  son  of  Josejib  and  Sarah  Richmond  (the 
latter  a daughter  of  Joseph  ),  whose  only  other  child 
was  a daughter,  Cordelia,  who  married  M’illiam  E. 
Baton,  of  Lowell,  .Mas.sachusetts. 

Mr.  Richmond  passed  his  early  school  days  in 
Exeter,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  lie  left  home,  and 
located  in  Westerly,  working  for  a farmer.  Before 
the  war  he  worked  in  tlie  Stillmanville  mill.  In 
1861  he  eidisted  for  three  months  in  Company  I, 
1st  R.  I.  \M1.  Inf.,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  en- 
listment he  was  honorably  discharged. 

.\fter  his  return  to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  he 
again  worked  in  the  Stillmanville  Mill  for  a time 
until  he  was  alile  to  buv  a wood  lot.  where  he  spent 
a year  in  the  wood  liusiness,  furnishing  timber  for 
tbe  Greenmail  yard.  He  next  engaged  in  farming 
in  M’esterlv,  and  for  two  vears  was  on  I'isher's  Is- 
land, acting  as  foreman  in  agricultural  work  for 
Tvobert  R.  I’ox.  His  next  work  was  on  tbe  INIa- 
sonic  Temple  in  New  York  City,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  setting  and  finishing  in  connection 
with  the  stone  work.  Seeing  an  o])ening  in  the  ice 
business,  he  bought  out  Capt.  Bliven's  ice  house 
and  pond  on  IMechanic  street,  Stonington.  He  built 
an  ice  house  at  Downerville.  bought  an  ice  house 
and  leased  land  at  YYod  River  Junction,  later  buy- 
ing tbe  land  outrigbt,  and  built  a 10,000  ton  ice 
house.  The  latter  was  burned  Jan.  12,  1890,  and 
the  new  one  that  was  at  once  erected  was  burned 
in  1892.  After  a few  years  devoted  exclusively  to 
the  ice  business,  he  added  a hay  and  grain  business 
which  he  carried  on  for  about  five  years,  when  he 
sokl  to  John  B.  Eaton,  still  retaining  the  ice  busi- 
ness. In  the  fall  of  1892  IMr.  Richmond  sold  out  to 
the  Westerly  & Watch  Hill  Ice  Company,  and  be- 
came their  superintendent,  and  as  such  he  has  since 
served.  The  confidence  of  the  citizens  in  his  abilitv 
has  been  shown  1j\'  his  selection  for  superintendent 


of  highway  repairs  and  construction  in  Westerly. 
He  is  a stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party. 

Air.  Richmond  has  long  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  belongs  to  Franklin  Lodge, 
A.  E.  & A.  M. ; Palmer  Chapter;  Narragansett 
Commandery  ; and  Palestine  Temple,  IMystic  Shrine. 
He  also  belongs  to  Budlong  Post,  C.  A.  R.,  and  to 
the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  Eeb.  25,  1863,  INlr.  Richmond  was  married 
in  Stonington,  Conn.,  to  Sarah  J.  (Chapman) 
Lewis,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Johnson) 
Chapman,  of  Westerly.  This  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children ; Bertha  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Robert  D.  Bard,  of  W esterly,  and  has  one  son, 
Robert  Franklin  Lorenzo ; and  Inez  G.,  who  married 
William  E.  Steadman,  of  Westerly,  and  has  a son, 
William  E.,  Jr.  Mr.  Richmond  stands  high  as  a 
citizen  and  as  a man,  and  he  has  many  warm  per- 
sonal friends.  He  built  bis  jileasant  borne  at  No.  9 
Prospect  street,  where  he  resides. 

WILLIAM  BATTY  KIMBALL,  one  of  the 
most  venerable  and  highly  considered  residents  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  can  claim  a long  and  honorable  an- 
cestry, its  early  members  being  among  the  first 
successful  settlers  in  various  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

Richard  Kimball,  the  first  of  whom  we  have 
authentic  record,  came  from  Ratsden,  England, 
and  settled  at  Boston,  j\Iass.,  in  April,  1634.  Later 
he  removed  to  Ipswich  where  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried Drusilla  Scott,  and  was  the  father  of  eleven 
children.  He  was  made  a freeman,  and  by  occu- 
])ation  was  a wheelwright,  spending  what  was 
doubtless  a busy  and  useful  life'.  The  succeeding 
generations  \vere : Richard,  Stephen,  Joseph,  John, 
Dean,  Amos,  Amos  (2)  and  W’illiam  Batty. 

Amos  Kimball  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade, 
and  became  a contractor  and  builder,  making  his 
home  in  East  Greenwich.  He  built  the  Governor 
West  house  on  the  old  Stage  Road  to  Danielson- 
ville,  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  town.  He 
was  considered  a wealthy  man  for  the  times.  On 
June  29,  1769,  he  married  Mary  Batty,  of  War- 
wick. Rhode  Island. 

M'illiam  Batty  Kimball  was  born  in  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  Oct.  II,  1810,  on  Natick  Hill,  about  a mile 
from  the  village  of  Natick,  a son  of  Amos  K.  and 
Elannah  (Edmonds)  Kimball.  At  the  age  of  four 
years  he  reinoved  with  his  parents  into  the  village 
of  Natick,  and  he  remembers  the  terrific  Sep- 
tember gale  of  1815,  when  tbe  roof  of  a mill  that 
was  building  for  C.  & W.  Rhodes  was  blown  off, 
as  well  as  other  happenings  of  that  vicinity  during 
that  noted  and  unusually  violent  period  of  wind. 
]\Ir.  Kimball’s  father  died  in  1822,  and  his  mother 
two  years  later,  and  thus  the  bringing  up  of  the 
family  fell  to  the  care  of  his  older  sister.  He  at- 
tended such  schools  as  the  times  and  the  locality 
afforded  for  a short  while,  but  very  early  was 
obliged  to  become  a wage  earner,  going  into  the 
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mill  to  work.  In  the  spring  of  1828,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  displayed  such  i)roticiency  in  his 
work  that  he  was  appointed  overseer  of  the  carding 
and  spinning  rooms  in  the  mill  of  Brown,  Knowles 
& Tanner,  at  Arnolds  Mills.  In  1829  during  the 
])anic  which  then  fell  upon  the  business  interests  of 
the  country,  the  mill  industry  was  at  a very  low 
ebb,  and  many  business  failures  took  place.  The 
mill  with  which  Mr.  Kimball  was  connected  avoided 
such  disaster  by  shutting  down,  and  the  youthful 
superintendent,  then  nineteen  years  old,  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  chance  to  return  to  school. 

Shortly  after,  however,  Mr.  Kimball  accepted 
a position  as  overseer  of  the  spinning  and  weaving 
departments  of  the  Sprague  mill  at  Natick.  In 
1832,  in  company  with  a man  named  Knowles  he 
went  to  West  Greenwich  where  he  was  engaged  in 
business  for  two  years,  and  then  moved  to  South 
Scituate  to  become  superintendent  of  the  Rock- 
land mill,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  for  eight 
years,  in  the  meantime  also  running  the  mill  store 
and  furnishing  supplies.  In  1844  the  mill  was  sold, 
and  he  removed  to  North  Scituate  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  and  also  entered  into  politics. 

In  1847  Kimball  was  elected  senator  from 
Scituate,  and  served  one  year  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. For  two  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
town  council,  his  public  services  all  being  of  a 
character  to  add  to  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
already  held.  In  the  fall  of  1849  went  to  South 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  to  take  the  agency  of  two 
cotton  mills  of  the  Hartford  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, which  manufactured  ginghams.  He  re- 
mained there  nearly  three  years,  or  until  Decem- 
ber, 1851,  when  he  went  to  the  Poquonock  paper 
mill  at  Windsor,  Conn.  There  he  assumed  the 
agency  of  those  mills,  purchasing  stock  and  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  paper  making  with  William  H. 
Imly.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he  came  back  to 
North  Scituate,  and  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self, remaining  until  1855  when  he  came  to  Bris- 
tol. Mr.  Kimball  came  here  in  the  position  of  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Pokanoket  Steam  Cotton  mill.  In 
February,  1856,  the  mill  was  burned,  and  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  bought  out  a stock  of  groceries 
and  provisions  and  went  into  business  at  the  corner 
of  Hope  and  Church  streets,  Bristol.  There  he 
remained  for  fourteen  years,  retiring  in  1870. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  Kimball  has  lived  quietly  at 
his  home  with  his  beloved  wife,  enjoying  local 
happenings,  family  visits,  the  treasures  of  a good 
library  and  the  cultivation  of  a beautiful  garden 
of  flowers.  He  was  a member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee from  1873  to  1875. 

In  1842,  at  North  Scituate,  Mr.  Kimball  was 
united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Maria  Rounds,  born 
Aug.  31,  1820,  daughter  of  the  late  Parley  Rounds. 
Of  their  children  but  one  is  living,  Charles 
Edmonds ; William  E..  who  was  a student  in  Brown 
F’niversity  for  one  year,  and  was  able  to  speak 


several  languages,  became  a lawyer  in  New  York 
City. 

Charles  Edmonds  Kimball  is  a graduate  of 
Brown  Cniversity,  class  of  1877.  In  August  of  the 
following  year,  then  but  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  went  to  N>w  York  and  entered  the  em{)loy  of 
Fisk  & Hatch,  bankers  and  brokers,  I’cmaining 
some  ten  months,  going  then  to  Clark,  Post  & Mar- 
tin, importers  of  scrap  iron  and  rails,  who  were 
also  in  the  railroad  business,  in  the  way  of  supply- 
ing rolling  stock  and  looking  into  back  mortgages. 
Mr.  Kimball  was  with  this  firm  for  ten  years,  but 
had  not  been  with  them  over  three  when  he  was 
made  receiver  and  acting  president  of  several  roads 
under  this  firm.  Then,  in  association  with  a Mr. 
Carmichael,  he  became  connected  with  the  English 
firm  of  Dent  Palmer  Company,  and  when  Mr. 
Carmichael  recommended  him,  he  was  made  re- 
ceiver for  the  Chicago,  Peoria  & St.  Louis  Com- 
pany, for  the  English  bondholders.  Erom  the  re- 
ceivership he  became  president,  and  has  held  this 
position  for  some  six  years.  His  offices  are  at 
No.  52  Williams  street.  New  York.  In  1900  iNlr. 
Kimball  was  made  receiver  of  the  Hecker  Jones 
■Milling  Co.,  and  his  management  of  the  affairs  of 
this  organization  was  so  masterly  that  he  was 
complimented  by  the  chancellor,  who  pronounced 
it  the  most  successful  on  record.  He  was  also 
made  receiver  of  the  United  Engine  Company  and 
the  United  States  Round  Bale  Company. 

Mr.  Kimball  married  a Miss  Bennett,  of  New 
York,  daughter  of  an  English  gentleman  who 
married  a Providence  lady.  They  have  three  sons, 
namely:  William  Geoffrey,  born  Sept.  8,  1888; 
Charles  Edmonds,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  21,  1891;  and 
Alden,  born  Jan.  ii,  1894. 

Although  William  Batty  Kimball  is  not  a native 
of  Bristol,  his  long  association  with  all  her  inter- 
ests for  so  many  years  gives  the  community  a strong 
claim  upon  him.  He  has  lived  to  see  many  wonder- 
ful changes  not  only  in  the  immediate  sections  where 
his  efforts  have  been  directed,  but  marvels  of 
science  which  are  to-day  recognized  necessities  of 
life ; governments  have  arisen  and  fallen ; trans- 
portation has  been  developed  from  almost  primi- 
tive conditions — these  and  many  more  changes 
have  occurred  within  the  period  covered  by  his 
honored  years.  It  is  not  given  to  every  man  to 
see  and  realize  so  much,  nor  does  every  one  ap- 
proach life’s  close  so  universally  respected  and  es- 
teemed. 

THOiMAS  S.  LAWTON  is  descended  from 

(I)  Thomas  Lawton,  who  was  at  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  as  early  as  April,  1639,  in  which  month  and 
}ear  he  was  one  of  twenty-nine  who  signed  a com- 
pact acknowledging  themselves  legal  subjects  of 
King  Charles,  and  in  his  name  bound  themselves 
into  a civil  body  politic.  Mr.  Lawton  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1655,  was  commissioner  that  same  year. 
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and  in  1656,  1658  and  1661.  He  bought  and  sold 
land  previously  and  also  subsequently.  He  was  a 
deputy  in  1666.  He  was  twice  married,  marrying 
(second)  i\Irs.  (Irace,  widow  of  William  Bailey, 
and  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Parsons. 
They  died — .Mr.  Lawton  in  1681,  and  i\Irs.  Lawton 
after  1677.  His  children,  all  horn  to  the  first  mar- 
riage. were:  Elizabeth.  Daniel,  Ann,  Sarah  and 
Isaac. 

(II)  Daniel  Lawton,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Rebecca,  and  they  lived  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He 
was  deputy  in  1674.  Plis  death  occurred  June  28, 
1719.  and  that  of  his  wife  previously.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin;  Joseph:  Thomas,  born 
March  2,  1666:  Daniel,  horn  Oct.  28,  1667;  Re- 
becca, horn  Eeh.  24,  1669:  Jeremiah,  born  Dec.  21, 
1670;  Adam,  born  Jan.  5,  1672;  Elizabeth,  born 
March  12.  1674:  Mary,  born  Aug.  31,  1675;  Isaac; 
Sarah  : and  Jonathan. 

(HI)  Joseph  Lawton,  son  of  Daniel,  born 
about  1664.  married  in  May,  1704,  IMary,  daughter 
of  William  and  Jane  Burrington.  She  died  Sept. 
4,  1711  (and  perhaps  he  married  (second)  Jan.  4, 
1 7 14- 1 5.  Content,  daughter  of  John  Irish  of  Little 
Compton).  The  children  born  to  the  first  marriage 
were:  Joseph,  born  Dec.  27,  1705  ; Sarah,  April  20, 
1707;  and  Mary,  July  10,  1710;  and  the  children 
born  to  Joseph  and  Content  of  Portsmouth  town 
record  were:  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  19,  1715:  David, 
March  21.  1718:  Priscilla.  A])ril  10,  1721  : Elizabeth, 
Aug.  4,  1723:  and  John,  Eeh. '28,  1725-26. 

(I\’)  Joseph  Eawton  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Dec.  27.  1705,  married  July  20,  1725,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Richmond,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  grand- 
daughter of  Edward  and  great-granddaughter  of 
John  Richmond,  who  was  born  in  1594  and  came 
to  America  from  Ashton  Keynes,  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land, probably  leaving  England  about  1635,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  Taunton,  Mass., 
in  1637. 

(AO  Joseph  Lawton  (3),  son  of  Jose])h  (2), 
born  Aug.  10,  1730.  married  March  14,  1749  ( prob- 
ably in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  where  the  marriage  is  re- 
corded), he  being  then  of  Westerly,  Abigail  Eoster, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Eoster,  of  Richmond,  R.  I. 
He  died  Xov.  10,  1810. 

(\  I)  Edward  Lawton,  son  of  Joseph  (3),  born 

W53"  married  Ann  Green,  born  in  1752,  and  of 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  they  died,  he  IMarch  27,  1823,  and 
she  Oct.  30.  1824. 

(\  II)  Thomas  Green  Lawton,  son  of  Edward, 
born  March  30.  1792.  married  Ruth  Lawton  Bar- 
ker. born  Sept.  3.  1787.  daughter  of  Peleg  and 
Mary  (Ward)  Barker,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.  i\Ir. 
Lawton  was  a farmer,  and  owned  large  landed  in- 
terests in  that  section  of  the  Island  known  as  Cod- 
dington  Point.  He  died  May  22,  1875. 

(\HI)  I'rederick  .Augustus  Lawton,  son  of 
Thomas  G..  was  born  Xov.  23,  1828,  and  married 
Sarah  Hall  Peckham,  daughter  of  .Abner  Peckham, 
of  Middletown.  He  was  also  engaged  in  farming 


during  his  active  life.  He  died  in  Aliddletown,  R. 
I.,  in  May,  1898.  His  wife  passed  away  Alarch  28. 
1891.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons,  namely: 
.Abner  Peckham.  who  was  a florist  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  where  he  died ; and  Thomas  S. 

( IX)  Thomas  S.  Lawton,  son  of  the  late  Ered- 
erick  .Augustus  Lawton,  was  born  on  the  home  farm 
at  Coddington  Point,  N^ewport,  and  has  all  his  life 
been  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  one  of  the  largest 
poultry  raisers  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  is 
thoroughly  up-to-date  in  his  farming  operations. 
He  is  unmarried,  and  resides  on  the  East  Alain 
Road,  Aliddletown. 

CUSHIXG  (Providence  and  vicinity).  The 
Cushings,  in  the  region  of  country  indicated,  spring 
from  Benjamin  Cushing,  who  settled  in  Providence 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  Alatthew  and 
Josiah  Cushing,  who  located,  perhaps,  some  years 
earlier  in  Rehoboth,  Alass.  These  men  were  all  de- 
scended in  the  fourth  generation  from  the  American 
ancestor  of  the  familv,  Alatthew  Cushing  of  Boston. 
1638.  one  of  the  founders  of  Hingham,  Alass.,  and 
the  progenitor  of  the  X^ew  England  Cushings,  a 
family  rendered  famous  in  .American  history  as  the 
“family  of  Judges."  The  Superior  Court  of  Alas- 
sachusetts  from  its  foundation.  1692,  until  its  over- 
throw by  the  Revolution  had  thirty-three  justices, 
the  Bench  consisting  of  five  members.  .Among  these 
thirty-three  were  PI  on.  John  Cushing,  1728,  his  son, 
Hon.  John.  Jr.,  and  his  grandson.  Hon.  William 
Cushing.  .Among  other  conspicuous  men  of  this 
family  was  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  LL.  D.,  of  Bos- 
ton, who  succeeded  his  father  as  Speaker  of  the 
Lower  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts, 
and  was  a friend  of  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams, 
a member  of  the  United  States  Congress  and 
founder  of  the  .American  .Academy  of  Fine  Arts : 
Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  lawyer  and  statesman,  who  for 
many  years  along  with  Hon.  Rufus  Choate  was 
considered  at  the  head  of  the  famous  Esse.x  Bar. 
.Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  etc. ; Jona- 
than Peter  Cushing,  the  seventh  President  of 
Hampden-Sidney  College ; and  William  Barker 
Cushing,  L^.  S.  X".,  who  distinguished  himself  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war. 

This  article  is  to  refer  briefly  to  the  families  and 
lineage  of  the  Cushings  of  the  locality  above  indi- 
cated, the  genealogy  following  appearing  in  chron- 
ological order  beginning  with  the  American  ances- 
tor. 

( I)  Alatthew  Cushing,  son  of  Peter  and  Susan 
(Hawes),  baptized  A larch  2,  1589  (Peter  being  a 
descendant  of  Thomas  Cushing,  who  lived  in  Har- 
dingham.  County  of  Xorfolk,  England,  where  he 
possessed  large  estates,  through  William  Cushing  of 
Hingham,  John  Cushing  of  Hardingham,  and 
Thomas  Cushing,  also  of  Hardingham).  married 
.Aug.  5,  1613,  Xazareth,  daughter  of  Henry  Pitcher, 
with  whom  and  his  children  he  embarked  in  the  ship 
“Diligent,"  of  Ipswich,  and  sailed  from  Gravesend. 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2107 


April  26,  1638.  arrivinj?  at  Boston  Aiig.  loth  of  that 
vear.  Hr.  Cushing  and  his  fellow  passengers  that 
same  year  commenced  the  settlement  of  llingham, 
iMass.  iMr.  Cushing  was  given  a house  lot  of  five 
acres  at  a town  meeting,  1638,  which  as  late  as  1877 
was  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  in  di- 
rect line.  Hr.  Cushing  became  a deacon  in  the 
church  there.  He  died  Sept.  30,  1660.  His  widow 
passed  away  Jan.  i,  1681.  Their  children  were: 
Daniel,  baptized  April  20.  1619 ; Jeremiah,  baptized 
July  21,  1621;  ^Matthew,  baptized  April  5,  1823; 
Deborah,  baptized  Feb.  17,  1625  ; and  John,  baptized 
in  1627. 

(II)  John  Cushing,  son  of  IHatthew,  baptized 
in  1627,  married  Jan.  20.  1658,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Hawke.  iHr.  Cushing  in  1662  moved  to 
Scituate,  where  he  purchased  a farm  on  Belle  House 
Neck.  He  was  for  many  years  deputy  to  the  Col- 
ony Court,  first  in  1674.  He  was  assistant  to  the 
old  colony  government  in  1689.  1690  and  1691.  He 
was  selectman  and  representative  to  the  General 
Court  at  Boston  in  1692  ( the  first  year  after  the  col- 
onies— Plymouth  and  Massachusetts — were  united), 
and  for  several  successive  years.  i\Irs.  Cushing 
died  in  1678,  aged  thirty-eight  years,  and  Hr. 
Cushing  passed  away  March  31,  1708,  aged  eighty- 
one.  Their  children  were : John,  born  April  28, 
1660:  Thomas,  Dec.  26.  1663;  Matthew,  Feb.  23, 
1665;  Jeremiah,  July  13.  1666;  James,  Jan.  27, 
1668:  Joshua,  Aug.  27,  1670;  Sarah,  Aug.  26,  1671  ; 
Caleb,  Jan.  6,  1673  ; Deborah,  Sept.  14,  1674:  ]Mary, 
in  September.  1676:  Joseph,  Sept.  23,  1677;.  and 
Benjamin,  Feb.  4,  1679. 

(III)  Hon.  John  Cushing,  son  of  John,  horn 
April  28.  1660.  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  married  !May  20, 
1687,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Loring.  She 
died  June  9.  1713.  and  he  married  (second)  in 
1714,  Widow  Sarah  Holmes,  two  of  his  children 
being  born  to  the  last  marriage.  Mr.  Cushing  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1692.  Fie  was  chief 
justice  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Plymouth  from  1702 
to  1710.  He  was  a representative  member  from 
^Massachusetts  of  the  Governor’s  Council  from  1710 
to  1725,  and  Judge  of  his  ?\Iajesty’s  Superior  Court 
of  Judicature  of  ^Massachusetts  from  1728  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  1723  Mr.  Cushing  was  lieu- 
tenant-colonel  of  the  Plymouth  Regiment,  which  at 
the  time  probably  embraced  all  the  local  militia  of 
the  county.  Judge  Cushing  died  Jan.  19,  1738.  His 
children  were:  Sarah,  born  Jan.  8,  1689:  a son 
that  died  in  infancy:  Deborah,  born  April  4,  1693: 
John,  July  17,  1695:  Elijah.  March  7,  1698;  IMary, 
Nov.  24,  1700;  Nazareth,  Sept,  ii,  1703:  Benjamin, 
April  17,  1706;  Nathaniel,  July  9,  1709;  Josiah.  Jan. 
29,  1713;  and  iMary,  Oct.  24,  1716. 

(lY)  Benjamin  Cushing,  son  of  Hon.  John, 
born  April  17.  1706,  married  (first)  June  16, 
T734,  Elizabeth  Antrim.  She  died  in  1761,  and 
he  married  (second)  Abigail  Richmond,  who 
died  Aug.  27,  1789.  ]Mr.  Cushing  early  re- 
moved to  Providence,  R.  L,  and  as  early  as  1741 


was  well  established  in  business  as  a furrier  and 
hatter.  F'rom  1750  to  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution  he  was  engaged  in  sending  furs  to  Eng- 
land. Some  time  ])reviou.s  and  during  the  Revolu- 
tion he,  with  two  others,  owned  a vessel  which  they 
chartered  to  parties  as  a coaster ; it  made  several 
trips  to  Nantucket.  His  children  were:  Benjamin, 
born  Sept.  28,  1736;  Abigail,  born  July  17,  1737. 
and  died  July  29th  of  that  same  year ; Ann,  horn 
Jan.  19,  1739,  married  Dr.  Elliott  Rawson,  and  died 
Nov.  II,  1776;  Nathaniel,  born  June  24.  1766,  died 
April  17,  1805:  Abigail,  born  Jan.  3,  1769,  married 
Stephen  Harris. 

(V)  Benjamin  Cushing  (2).  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  Sept.  28,  1736,  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Governor  Nicholas  Cooke,  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
there  were  born  to  them  children  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth. born  July  10,  1768,  who  married  Capt.  John 
Jenckes ; Joseph  Cooke,  born  in  1772,  and  died  in 

'1793;  Nicholas  Cooke,  born  Aug.  22,  1776;  Benja- 
min; George  W..  who  died  in  1804:  and  Daniel 
Cooke,  horn  F'eb.  21,  1783. 

(VI)  Daniel  Cooke  Cushing,  youngest  son  of 
Benjamin  (2),  born  F'eb.  21,  1783,  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Providence,  a branch  of  his 
business  being  trade  in  the  East  Indies.  He  died 
very  suddenly  Sept.  22,  1830.  He  married  Susan 
Barrett  Jarvis,  born  in  Boston,  IMass.,  Eeb.  14,  1786, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  and  Susannah  (Bar- 
rett) Jarvis,  and  a descendant  of  Richard  Warren 
of  the  ‘Alayfiower."  The  Jarvis  family  is  an  old 
and  prominent  one  in  Boston,  where  Col.  Leonard 
Jarvis,  her  grandfather,  was  a prominent  merchant 
and  served  as  colonel  of  the  Eirst  Independent  Ca- 
dets. Capt.  Nathaniel  Jarvis,  his  son.  was  a ser- 
geant in  the  organization  of  which  his  father  was 
colonel,  and  from  Eeb.  i,  1777,  to  Oct.  27,  1788.  was 
captain  in  Col.  Henry  Jackson’s  Sixteenth  Continen- 
tals. He  died  Sept.  7,  1801.  Mrs.  Cushing  was 
also  a descendant  of  Capt.  Church,  of  King  Philip’s 
war  fame.  IMrs.  Cushing  survived  her  husband  for 
many  years  and  died  Jan.  26.  1862.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  (i)  George  W.,  born  Dec.  10, 
1809,  married  Sarah  S.  Cooke,  and  died  June  14. 
1882.  He  was  a merchant  and  manufacturer  and 
during  the  Civil  war  held  commission  as  quarter- 
master, with  rank  of  captain.  He  was  father  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  the 
only  surviving  member  being  Miss  Anne  Cooke 
Cushing,  of  Providence.  Two  of  the  sons,  Samuel 
T.  and  Harry  C.,  were  graduates  of  West  Point 
and  became  gallant  officers  in  the  L’^nited  States 
army.  (2)  Samuel  B.  married  IMary  Olney  and 
died  in  Providence  July  17,  1873.  The  Providence 
Journal  of  July  18.  1873,  in  an  editorial  commenting 
upon  the  death  of  Samuel  B.  Cushing  stated : 
“Samuel  B.  Cushing,  the  well-known  surveyor  and 
engineer,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  yesterday 
morning.  He  had  been  ailing  for  a short  time,  but 
was  not  supposed  to  be  in  a dangerous  condition. 
]Mr.  Cushing  was  a highly  esteemed  citizen,  of  great 
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skill  in  his  profession,  and  possessed  the  confidence 
of  the  community  in  an  unusual  degree,  a confidence 
which  he  fully  deserved  and  never  abused.  He  was 
largelv  employed  in  surveying  and  estimating  water 
power,  a very  delicate  and  difificult  business  in  a 
manufacturing  community,  and  his  decisions  w’ere 
always  accepted  with  entire  trust,  for  their  ac- 
curacy and  for  the  honesty  with  which  they  were 
rendered.  Probably  more  information  concerning 
the  water  courses  and  manufacturing  streams  of 
Rhode  Island  died  with  Mr.  Cushing  than  exists  in 
the  memory  of  any  living  man.  Few  men  could  be 
taken  from  us,  leaving  bebind  as  good  a name  and 
so  many  friends  to  re.spect  it.”  Samuel  Pj.  Cushing 
was  the  father  of  four  sons : William  Edward,  an 
architect;  Samuel  lb,  Jr.,  a civil  engineer;  David 
lb;  and  W'alter  J..  a civil  engineer.  (3)  Daniel  C. 
died  in  early  maidiood  unmarried.  (4)  Charles  J. 
died  unmarried.  (5)  P)enjamin  F.  died  of  smallpox 
at  sea,  unmarried.  (6)  Frank  removed  to  Illinois. 
He  married  Sarah  P)reed,  of  that  State,  and  died 
leaving  a large  family.  (8)  Edward  Jarvis.  (9) 
William  J.  died  young.  ( 10)  Susan  J.  is  the  widow 
of  Frank  Cheney,  of  South  Manchester,  Conn.  ]\Ir. 
Chenev  was  a member  of  the  famous  family  of  silk 
manufacturers  of  that  place. 

(\’ir)  Edward  Jarvis  Cushing,  son  of  Daniel 
Cooke  Cushing,  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of  North  Providence,  and  a man  cxceeclinglv  well 
informed.  He  was  born  March  31,  1824,  in  the 
old  Cushing  home,  still  standing  on  the  corner  of 
Cushing  and  Congdon  streets,  Providence.  “Mr. 
Cushing’s  father  died  when  he  was  a small  boy, 
and  his  family  went  to  Illinois  for  a few  years,  re- 
turning and  taking  up  residence  in  Providence, 
where  i\lr.  Cushing  attended  the  public  schools 
and  secured  the  basis  of  an  education  afterward 
broadened  by  extensive  reading  and  amplified  by 
a mind  of  unusual  acuteness,  so  that  he  became  one 
of  the  best  informed  men  of  his  time.  Upon  fin- 
ishing his  schooling  Mr.  Cushing  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Zachariah  Allen,  a man  noted  in  those 
days  for  his  extensive  manufacturing  interests  and 
public  spirit.  As  confidential  clerk  and  agent  IMr. 
Cushing  remained  in  Mr.  Allen’s  emjdo}'  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  afterward  took  up  manufac- 
turing on  his  own  account,  being  for  a time  with 
his  father-in-law'.  Dr.  Wild,  proprietor  of  the 
Creystone  Mill  in  North  Providence.  Later  his 
distinctly  literary  turn  of  mind  led  him  to  take  up 
newspaper  work  and  he  was  for  many  years  cor- 
respondent from  North  Providence  and  special 
writer  for  the  Providence  Journal,  his  work  in  this 
line  being  known  for  brilliant  wit  and  happy  set- 
ting forth  of  his  subjects.  He  was  also  editor  of  a 
Providence  daily  paper  for  a time  and  after  his 
retirement  from  active  life  articles  of  the  signature 
‘E.  J.  C.’  often  appeared  and  were  read  with 
keen  interest  both  by  i\Ir.  Cushing’s  contempor- 
aries and  the  later  generation.  The,  deceased  was. 
in  former  years,  much  interested  in  public  affairs 


of  his  town  and  State,  and  was  several  times  elected 
to  the  school  committee  of  North  Providence,  and 
was  also  superintendent  of  schools  in  that  town. 
He  was  an  admirable  public  speaker  in  spite  of  the 
deafness  with  which  he  was  affiicted,  and  had  al- 
ways a stock  of  witty  stories  and  a fund  of  sly 
humor  upon  which  he  drew  with  such  ease  and  ap- 
plicability that  friend  and  opponent  alike  were  pro- 
voked to  laughter  and  to  acknowledgment  of  the 
speaker’s  acuteness  of  mind  and  the  keenness  of  his 
wit.”  Since  1870  i\Ir.  Cushing  had  been  a resident 
of  North  Providence,  the  house  in  which  he  lived 
and  where  he  died  being  known  among  the  older 
residents  of  North  Providence  as  the  Dr.  Wild 
place — one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest,  in  the 
town.  Mr.  Cushing  died  on  June  2,  1905.  On 
May  22,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Heath 
Wild,  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Charles  M’ild,  a noted  physician  in  and  around 
Brookline.  Mrs.  Cushing  died  on  Nov.  16,  1903. 
Their  children  were;  (i)  Mary  M ild,  born  March 
21,  1851,  married  George  S.  Bullock,  and  resides 
in  Warren,  R.  I.  Their  children  are ; George 
Saunders,  born  Nov.  13,  1874,  is  a civil  engineer; 
Edward  Jarvis,  born  May  20,  1877,  is  a resident  of 
New  York ; and  Elizabeth  Saunders,  born  July  10, 
1879.  (2)  Charles  Wild  and  (3)  Edward  Allen, 

twins,  born  Oct.  3,  1854,  were  both  residents  of 
North  Providence  and  both  died  unmarried.  (4) 
Daniel  Jarvis,  horn  April  18,  1858,  is  unmarriecl. 
(5)  Henry  Walter,  born  July  4,  1864,  died  June 
12,  1865.  Arthur  was  born  Oct.  15,  1867.  In 
maternal  lines  Mrs.  Mary  Heath  (Wild)  Cushing 
was  the  granddaughter  of  M’illiam  N.  Rhodes,  for 
many  years  town  clerk  of  North  Providence,  and 
a man  of  much  prominence.  In  his  later  days  Dr. 
\\  ild  gave  up  his  extensive  practice  at  Brookline, 
and  went  to  North  Providence,  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence on  the  Rhodes  farm,  which  had  become  his 
wife’s  property  by  inheritance.  The  i)lace  is  one 
of  the  original  settlements  of  the  town,  the  house 
l)eing  nearly  two  hundred  years  old,  and  it  was 
there  that  Mrs.  Cushing  lived  nearly  all  her  life. 
She  died  Nov.  16,  1903.  In  an  obituary  published 
at  the  time  of  her  death,  appears  the  following; 
‘Airs.  Cushing  was  a woman  of  marked  character, 
ready  wit  and  unfailing  courtesy  of  the  quality  of 
older  times.  She  was,  besides,  a woman  thoroughly 
devoted  to  her  family,  but  with  a hearty  interest, 
also,  in  public  affairs  of  the  higher  sort,  having 
been  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church  on  Benefit  street,  known  among  the 
older  people  as  Dr.  Hall’s  Church.  Mrs.  Cushing 
was  also  keenly  interested  in  temperance  work, 
and  was  for  many  years  a prominent  member  of  the 
organization  for  the  promotion  of  temperance  agi- 
tation in  her  home  town.” 

(\TII)  Arthur  Cushing,  son  of  Edward 
larvis,  and  a successful  attorney  of  Piovidence, 
was  born  in  that  city,  and  was  about  three  years 
old  when  his  parents  located  at  North  Providence. 
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His  education  was  received  in  the  school  at  Wood- 
ville,  and  Jencks  Mowry's  private  school  at  >\lt. 
Pleasant,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1885.  En- 
tering Prown  University  that  same  year,  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1889.  He  then  spent  one 
vear  at  the  Harvard  Law  School,  after  which  he 
became  a student  in  the  office  of  Wilson  & Jenckes, 
attorneys  at  i’rovidence,  and  in  July,  1891,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar.  Mr.  Cushing 
continued  the  practice  of  law  alone  until  1898, 
when  he  became  a member  of  the  law  firm  of  Page 
& Page  & Cushing. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cushing  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
1893-4  he  was  recording  clerk  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land House  of  Representatives.  In  1894-5  he  was 
representative  from  North  Providence;  in  1903 
Probate  Judge;  senator  in  1904;  and  a member  of 
the  school  committee  from  1902  to  1906.  While  at 
Brown  University  Mr.  Cushing  was  a member  of 
the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity. 

On  Jan.  16,  1895,  Mr.,  Cushing  was  married 
to  i\liss  Nettie  Douglas  Arnold,  a native  of  North 
Kingstown,  R.  U,  daughter  of  Barton  and  Susan 
(Reed)  Arnold.  Their  children  are:  Elsie  Wild, 
born  Nov.  12,  1895;  Hope  Arnold,  Sept.  8,  1898; 
and  Susan  Jarvis,  Dec.  26,  1903. 


(HI)  Matthew  Cushing  (2),  son  of  John, 
born  Eeb.  23,  1665,  in  Scituate,  married  in  Hing- 
ham,  Dec.  27,  1694,  Deborah  Jacob,  born  in  Hing- 
ham.  May  8,  1677,  daughter  of  John  and  Alary 
(Russell)  Jacob.  Mr.  Cushing  was  brought  up  by 
his  uncle  Alatthew  Cushing,  a man  of  means  and 
of  infiuence  who  was  active  and  prominent  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  town,  and  the  nephew  suc- 
ceeded to  his  occupation — that  of  a wheelwright — 
and  inherited  a portion  of  his  estate,  as  he  left  no 
issue.  The  younger  Alatthew  was  selectman  in 
1703,  1704,  1708,  1713  and  1714.  He  resided  at 
Hingham  Center.  He  died  Alay  18,  1715.  His 
children,  all  born  in  Hingham,  were:  Jacob,  born 
Alarch  17,  1696;  Alatthew,  Alay  22,  1698 ; Deborah, 
Dec.  9,  1700  (married  Thomas  Allen,  of  Rehoboth, 
Alass.)  ; Hezekiah,  Alarch  14,  1702-03;  Rachel, 
May  3,  1705;  Josiah,  in  August,  1707;  Sarah,  Sept. 
5,  1711;  and  Noah,  Oct.  18,  1714- 

(IV)  Matthew  Cushing  (3),  son  of  Alatthew^ 
(2),  born  Alay  22,  1698,  married  in  the  fall  of 
1717  (intentions  published  Sept.  28),  Alary,  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  Leavitt,  and  removed  to  the  town  of 
Rehoboth,  Alass.,  where  his  children  of  town  rec- 
ord were:  Alary,  born  July  19,  1718;  Deborah, 
Aug.  I,  1721;  Rachel,  Oct.  18,  1724;  Margaret, 
July  29,  1726;  Sarah,  Nov.  16,  1728;  Alatthew,  July 
29,  1730;  Lovet  (or  Leavitt)  (a  son),  Oct.  i, 
1734;  Ruth,  July  10,  1739;  and  Samuel,  June  i, 
1742. 

(V)  Lovet  (or  Leavitt)  Cushing,  son  of 
Alatthew  and  Alary  (Leavitt)  Cushing,  born  Oct. 

I,  1734,  married  (first)  Silence  and 

(second)  in  July,  1791,  Deborah  Carpenter.  To 


the  first  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Silence,  born  Sept.  23,  1762;  Charles,  Alay  23, 
1764;  Isaac,  April  20,  1766;  Leavitt,  Alay  23, 
1768;  Alary,  Aug.  23,  1770;  Leavitt  (2),  Marcli 
13)  17731  William,  Oct.  25,  177O.  To  the  sec- 
ond marriage  came  one  child,  Bela,  born  Alarch  6, 
1794. 

(VT)  Charles  Cushing,  born  Alay  23,  1764, 
son  of  Leavitt  and  Silence  Cushing,  married  Oct. 
12,  1788,  Chloe  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel  Carpenter,  born  July  3, 
1789;  Chancey  C.,  born  April  26,  1791;  Charles 
C.,  born  in  1797;  Christopher  Columbus;  and 
Caleb. 

(VII)  Capt.  Charles  C.  Cushing,  born  in  1797, 
son  of  Charles  and  Chloe  (Carpenter)  Cushing, 
married  (first)  Jan.  18,  1818,  Betsey  Alartin,  and 
they  were  both  of  Seekonk.  He  married  (second) 
Alarch  4,  1821,  Alary  Barney,  of  Seekonk.  To 
the  first  marriage  came  but  one  child,  Betsey  Alar- 
tin, born  Feb.  19,  1819.  To  the  second  were  born 
the  following:  Perry  Barney,  born  Jan.  15,  1824; 
Abba  Ann,  April  27,  1828;  Susan  Carpenter,  Eeb. 
6,  1831;  Andrew  Jackson,  Alarch  29,  1833;  Eze- 
kiel Carpenter,  Nov.  15,  1835;  Leavitt,  Aug.  17, 
1838;  and  Emily,  Nov.  ii,  1840. 

(VHI)  Ezekiel  Carpenter  Cushing,  born  Nov. 
15,  1835,  of  Charles  C.  and  Alary  (Barney) 
Cushing,  married  Nov.  21,  1861,  Harriet  P.  Blais- 
dell,  who  was  born  in  Charlestown,  daughter  of 
Hezekiah  and  Avis  Blaisdell.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children : Herbert  Everett, 
born  Sept.  17,  1863  ; Fred  A.,  Oct.  12,  1872;  and 
Jessie  Ina,  Alav  17,  1879.  Ezekiel  C.  Cushing  died 
May  15,  1887.^ 

(IX)  Herbert  E.  Cushing,  son  of  Ezekiel  C. 
and  Harriet  P.  (Blaisdell)  Cushing,  born  Sept.  17. 
1863,  married  Aug.  20,  1890,  Grace  C.  Blake,  born 
in  Bloomfield,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Eliza  A.  Blake,  and  their  children  are : Harold 
Leavitt,  born  Dec.  16,  1893  ; and  Elizabeth  Louise, 
born  June  22,  1904. 

Herbert  E.  Cushing  was  born  on  the  Cushing 
homestead  in  Seekonk,  it  being  the  place  which  his 
grandfather,  Capt.  Charles  C.,  bought,  and  which 
his  father  and  uncle  afterward  owned.  He  himself 
now  owns  the  homestead  and  additional  land  which 
he  has  since  purchased,  making  his  farm  about  275 
acres.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  near 
his  home,  at  the  Union  Grammar  school  in  East 
Providence,  which  he  attended  for  three  years,  and 
then  for  one  year  in  the  Classical  Department  of 
the  Alowry  & Goff  English  and  Classical  School  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  He  also  took  the  full  course  in 
the  Commercial  school  of  Bryant  & Stratton.  Leav- 
ing school  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill  health  of  his  father,  he  found  it  nec- 
essary to  go  home  and  take  up  the  work  of  the 
farm.  At  this  early  age  the  entire  responsibility 
of  the  farm  fell  upon  his  shoulders,  and  the  super- 
vision and  handling  of  a large  force  of  men,  but  in 


21  lO 


RHODE  ISLAND 


his  work  i\lr.  Cushing  has  been  successful.  Since 
1903  he  has  engaged  in  Iniilding  concrete  and  maca- 
dam State  roads  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Is- 
land. i\Ir.  Cushing  keejjs  in  his  employ  during  the 
summer  season  from  twenty-hve  to  thirty  men.  He 
was  for  a time  engaged  in  the  ice  business  in  Paw- 
tucket with  Mr.  W'.  E.  Bowen,  of  East  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Cushing  has  been,  and  is,  independent  in 
politics,  believing  that  it  is  the  duty  of  true  citizen- 
ship to  vote  for  the  best  man,  rather  than  to  adhere 
strictly  to  party.  This  is  his  attitude  in  national. 
State  and  local  politics.  In  1891  and  1892,  he  was 
a member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  and  assessors. 
In  1896  he  was  elected  road  commissioner  for 
three  years,  and  again  in  1899  and  again  in  1901- 
02-03  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  selectmen, 
and  since  1904  has  again  been  road  commissioner. 
Mr.  Cushing  and  family  are  members  of  the  New- 
man Congregational  Church  of  East  Providence. 
He  is  a popular  self-made  man,  one  of  the  best  of 
representatives  of  progressive  business  men  and 
farmers  of  New  England,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that  he  would  have  been  a successful  man  in 
almost  any  undertaking,  because  of  his  marked 
ability  and  sterling  integrity. 

(IX)  Eked  A.  Cushing,  son  of  Ezekiel  C., 
born  Oct.  12.  1872,  married  Eva  A.  Henderson. 
They  have  no  children. 

(IX)  Jessie  In.v  Cushing,  only  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  C.,  liorn  May  17,  1879,  niarried  John  H. 
Hill,  and  their  children  are:  Irving  Cushing,  born 
Dec.  5,  1902:  Ciladys  E.,  IMarch  17,  1904;  and 
Robert,  in  1907. 

HORACE  E.  HORTON,  one  of  the  best-known 
successful  real  estate  agents  at  Providence,  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

Several  authorities  on  the  first  settlers  of  New 
England  refer  to  immigrants  of  this  name  ( which 
in  the  early  records  is  spelled  without  the  “H”) 
as  here  as  early  as  1640,  among  them  Barnabas  of 
Plampton,  1640,  thence  to  Southold,  L.  I.,  1662; 
Benjamin  and  Caleb,  of  the  same  places  and  time; 
and  Joseph,  of  Southold,  1662,  all  of  whom,  says 
Savage,  perhaps  were  brothers.  The  published 
lineage  of  the  Massachusetts  Horton  family  sets 
forth  that : 

(I)  John  Horton  with  two  brothers  came  from 
England  as  early  as  1640,  John  settling  in  Reho- 
both.  Mass.,  where  he  married  Mehetable  Gamzey. 
Their  children  were  eight  in  number,  the  five  sons 
being:  John,  Jotham,  Nathaniel,  Jonathan  and 
David. 

(II)  Jotham  Horton,  son  of  John,  married 
(first)  Hannah  IMartin  and  (second)  Penelope 
Rounds,  and  his  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were:  IMercy,  born  May  5,  1730;  N^athan,  born 
in  October,  1733;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  ii,  1735,  and 
Hannah,  born  Dec.  19,  1738.  The  children  of  the 


second  marriage  were  ':  James,  born  July  10,  1741  ; 
Barnet,  born  IMay  6,  1744;  Rhode,  born  July  10, 
1747,  and  Jotham,  born  July  30,  1753. 

(III)  Lieut.  James  Horton,  son  of  Jotham, 
married  Freelove  Pierce,  born  Nov.  8,  1742,  who 
died  Feb.  13,  1809.  Janies  Horton  was  commis- 
sioned in  IMarch,  1776,  a first  lieutenant  in  Capt. 
Stephen  Bullock’s  6th  Company,  Col.  Thomas 
Carpenter's  ist  Bristol  Company  Regiment,  of 
Massachusetts  IMilitia.  He  was  later  first  lieutenant 
in  Captain  Carpenter's  Company,  Col.  Simeon 
Crary’s  Regiment,  Gen.  John  Fellow's  Brigade,  and 
was  in  the  list  of  men  stationed  at  New  York  for 
five  months,  participating  in  the  evacuation  of  New 
York  and  the  battle  of  White  Plains.  Later  he 
was  transferred  to  Captain  Hix’s  Company,  Col. 
John  Daggett’s  Regiment.  Lieutenant  Horton  w'as 
in  command  of  a company  in  Col.  Thomas  Car- 
penter’s regiment  for  eight  days,  Aug.  i,  1780,  to 
Aug.  8,  1780,  when  the  company  marched  to  Tiver- 
ton, R.  I.,  on  an  alarm.  Lieutenant  Horton  was  a 
very  vigorous  and  active  man,  and  lived  to  be 
ninety-two  years  of  age,  dying  in  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
Aug.  10,  1833.  He  was  first  buried  in  a neglected 
cemetery  in  Rehoboth,  but  later,  through  the 
efforts  and  expense  of  his  great-grandsons,  Major 
Everett  S.  Horton,  of  Attleboro,  and  Horace  F. 
Horton,  the  subject  proper  of  this  article,  his  re- 
mains and  those  of  his  son  Cromwell  and  family 
were  taken  up  and  removed  to  the  cemetery  at 
Rehoboth  Center.  The  children  of  Lieut.  James 
Horton  were:  Nathan,  born  Aug.  30,  1764;  Mercy, 
Nov.  20,  1766;  Lydia,  X^ov.  24,  1768;  Freelove, 
Feb.  26,  1773;  Cromwell,  Feb.  23,  1777;  Rhode, 
July  27,  1779;  Jarvis,  Sept.  9,  1781;  and  Phebe, 
June  II,  1785. 

(IV)  Cromwell  Horton,  grandfather  of  Horace 
F.,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1777,  and  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farmer  in  Rehoboth,  where  he  died  in 
February,  1861.  He  was  twice  married,  but  all 
of  his  children  were  by  his  first  wife,  Pearcy  Mar- 
tin, who  was  born  Oct.  28,  1781,  and  whom  he 
married  in  September,  1801.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  (Pearse  or  Peirce)  Mar- 
tin, granddaughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Hannah  Mar- 
tin, and  great-granddaughter  of  John  and  Mercy 
(Billington)  JNiartin.  The  children  of  Cromwell 
Horton  were:  (i)  Ellis,  born  April  7,  1802,  is 
mentioned  below.  (2)  Gideon  Martin,  born  May  4, 
1804,  married  Nov.  4,  1832,  Mary  Smith,  and  his 
second  wife  was  Mrs.  Julia  Jackson,  of  Middle- 
boro,  Mass.  He  died  in  Attleboro.  Mass.,  March  7, 
1861.  A more  complete  sketch  of  his  life  appears 
elsewhere.  (3)  Mary  (or  Polly),  born  April  15, 
1808,  died  young.  (4)  Freelove,  born  Feb.  5,  1810, 
married  Feb.  25,  1834,  Hon.  Lyman  Pierce,  of 
Providence,  and  died  June  22,  1874.  An  extended 
sketch  of  Mr.  Pierce’s  life  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
Their  children  were : Adeline  F.,  who  married 
James  Tiffany,  of  Providence;  Sarah  J.,  who  is 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  M.  Burr,  of  East  Providence;  Free- 
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love  A.,  who  is  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Williams,  of 
i’rovidence ; and  N'ienna  B.,  i\]rs.  John  M.  Plnm- 
iner,  of  Providence.  (5)  Percy  P.,  horn  April  28, 
1812,  died  young.  (6)  Belinda,  born  in  January, 
1814.  died  in  Providence  IMarch  18,  1872,  nnniar- 
ried.  (7)  James  A.,  born  March  26,  1815,  was  a 
mason  by  trade,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
brother,  Ellis,  at  Rehoboth,  unmarried.  The  second 
wife  of  Cromwell  Horton  was  Lydia  M'est,  whom 
he  married  Feb.  i8,  1836. 

(V)  Ellis  Horton  was  born  April  7,  1802,  in 
Rehoboth,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Some  time  before  his  marriage  he  went  to  Savoy, 
Mass.,  where  he  met  the  lady  who  later  became  his 
wife.  He  resided  at  Savoy  for  a number  of  years 
after  his  marriage,  and  there  several  of  his  chil- 
dren were  born.  Later  he  located  at  Attleboro, 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  grocery  store  of  his 
brother,  Gideon  AT,  being  thus  engaged  until  his 
death,  Feb.  16,  1849.  He  was  interred  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Rehoboth  Center,  Mass.  iNIr.  Horton  was 
an  upright,  honorable,  Christian  man,  of  many 
virtues.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  for  many  years,  until  his  death, 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  at  Dodge- 
ville.  He  married,  at  Savoy,  Mass.,  Mary  Eliza 
Craw,  who  survived  her  husband,  dying  in  Norton, 
]\]ass.,  Nov.  6,  1857,  aged  fifty-two  years.  Their 
children  were : George  E.,  a cigar  manufacturer, 
who  resided  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Feb. 
28,  1905  ; James  G.,  a farmer,  who  also  resided  in 
Taunton,  where  he  died;  John  S.,  of  Providence; 
Charles  H.,  who  resided  in  Taunton,  and  there 
died ; Horace  F. ; Mary  E.,  who  married  Comfort 
Horton,  and  died  in  Providence ; Albert  P.,  resid- 
ing in  Taunton ; and  William  F.,  who  died  in  Reho- 
both June  17,  1867.  in  early  manhood. 

(VI)  Horace  Francis  Horton  was  born  in  Re- 
hoboth,  Mass.,  Jan.  2,  1838,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  school  of  his  native  town  and 
at  Scholfield’s  Commercial  College,  at  Providence. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  soon  after  leaving 
school,  he  started  to  learn  the  jeweler’s  trade  in 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  worked  at  that  trade  for 
several  years.  He  began  his  business  career  in 
the  grocery  line,  in  company  with  his  cousin, 
IMajor  Everett  Southworth  Horton,  now  a resident 
of  Attleboro,  remaining  with  him  from  1859  to 
1861,  and  from  1864.  to  1872  with  Henry  J.  An- 
thony, on  Smith  street,  between  Canal  and  North 
Main  streets.  Providence.  In  1873  he  opened  an 
office  for  the  transaction  of  a real  estate,  mort- 
gage and  insurance  business,  which  he  carried  on 
alone,  his  first  office  being  in  the  Butler  Exchange. 
Later  he  was  in  the  Wilcox  building,  on  Weybos- 
set  street,  and  thence  moved  to  No.  103  Westmin- 
ster street,  where  he  remained  until  1900.  in  that 
year  locating  in  his  present  offices,  at  No.  87  Wey- 
bosset  street.  He  has  developed  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. His  most  important  undertaking  was  the  de- 


velopment of  the  Arnold  farm  i)lat  in  Edgewood, 
located  in  the  town  of  Cranston,  ben-dering  on  the 
city  of  Providence.  Thi.s  tract  of  land  was  a mere 
pasture  of  forty-three  acres  when  ]\lr.  Horton  took 
hold  of  it  in  1891.  He  immediately  set  to  work 
laying  out  the  streets  sufficiently  wide  for  suburban 
homes,  set  good  curbing,  provided  street  lights 
and  water,  and  in  every  way  brought  the  plat  to 
all  the  requirements  of  first-class  city  property. 
The  result  of  his  labors  has  been  to  attract  the 
most  energetic  representatives  of  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers  and  professional  men  of  the 
city  of  Providence  to  the  locality,  where  they  have 
erected  elegant  residences  on  large  lots,  bringing 
the  valuation  of  the  property  up  to  over  half  a mil- 
lion dollars,  and  thereby  doing  a great  work  for 
the  town  of  Cranston  and  the  city  of  Providence. 
This  may  truthfully  be  said  to  be  the  most  attrac- 
tive and  popular  plant  in  the  State — overlooking 
Narragansett  Bay,  and  in  favorable  proximity  to 
Roger  Williams  park.  Mr.  Horton  has  also  been 
interested  in  the  development  of  land  in  Paw- 
tucket, known  as  the  Oakland  Park  plat,  where  a 
branch  office  is  maintained.  He  has  aided  in  de- 
veloping the  plat  known  as  Pawtucket-by-the-Sea 
in  \Varwick,  a part  of  the  Country  Club  grounds, 
and  the  Fairmount  plat,  in  the  north  end  of  the  city 
of  Providence,  is  another  tract  that  has  received 
his  attention.  Few  real  estate  men  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  have  done  as  much  in  the  develop- 
ment of  property  as  Mr.  Horton.  In  1898  iMr. 
Horton  took  his  two  sons,  Henry  F.  and  Fred  E., 
into  the  business  as  partners,  the  style  then  being 
changed  to  its  present  form,  Horace  F.  Horton  & 
Sons. 

Mr.  Horton  represented  the  town  of  Cranston 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  from  1900  to  Jan- 
uary, 1902,  and  in  1902-03-04-05-06  he  represented 
the  town  in  the  Senate.  In  1904  he  served  on  the 
committees  on  Finance,  State  Properties  and  Char- 
ities and  Corrections.  In  1905  he  was  a member 
of  the  Finance  and  Charities  and  Corrections  com- 
mittees. He  was  elected  chairman  of  the  committee 
representing  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  at  the  re- 
interment of  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene  at  Savannah, 
Ga.,  in  November,  1902.  Mr.  Horton  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Society,  and 
was  for  twenty-three  years  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  Jefferson  Street  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Convention  in  1878  and 
1879,  and  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bap- 
tist Social  Union  in  1893.  He  is  a director  in  the 
executive  board  of  the  Rhode  Island  Baptist  State 
Convention.  Mr.  Horton  is  a member  of  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Pawtuxet ; of 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  i,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  of  Providence  Council,  No.  i.  Royal  and 
Select  Masters. 

On  Jan.  15,  1862,  Mr.  Horton  was  married  to 
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Hiss  Susan  H.  Anthony,  of  Foxboro,  ]\Iass., 
daughter  of  James  B.  and  Ann  iMercy  (Johnson) 
Anthony,  and  they  had  six  children,  as  follows:  (i) 
Henry  F.,  born  IMarch  17,  1865,  graduated  from 
the  J’rovidence  high  school,  and  soon  thereafter 
became  employed  in  the  office  of  the  H.  \\d  Ladd 
Company,  of  which  ex-Governor  Ladd  was  presi- 
dent. There  he  remained  for  seven  years,  and  then 
took  up  the  real  estate  business  with  his  father, 
being  so  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  21, 
1899.  Henry  V.  Florton  was  a man  of  much  ability, 
high  character  and  sterling  worth.  Fie  had  a wide 
circle  of  personal  friends,  to  whom  his  death 
seemed  a personal  loss.  He  was  never  married. 
(2)  Annie  ]\L,  born  Dec.  i,  1866,  married  Arthur 
J.  Llewellyn,  and  resided  at  LaGrange,  111.,  where 
she  died  in  1901,  leaving  children,  Katheryn,  Don- 
ald and  Gwendolyn.  (3)  Clarence  H.,  born  June 
12,  1869,  is  a member  of  the  Hopkins  Transfer 
Company,  of  Providence.  He  married  Lillies  Piper. 
(4)  Fred  E.,  born  Jan.  4,  1873,  completed  his  edu- 
cation at  Brown  University,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1895 ; he  was  a member  of  the  Phi  Delta 
Theta  fraternity.  As  soon  as  he  left  college  he  be- 
came associated  with  his  father  and  for  a time  was 
in  charge  of  the  Pawtucket  office.  He  married 
Carrie  E.  Sampson,  daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Susan  E.  (Quint)  Sampson,  of  Providence  and 
their  four  children  are:  Helen,  (Marjorie,  Ellis, 
and  Horace  F.  ( 2).  Fred  E.  Horton  is  a member 
of  Harmony  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  H.,  of  Pawtuxet, 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Providence  Coun- 
cil, R.  & S.  (M.,  and  St.  John's  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar.  He  has  an  honorable  discharge  from  the 
3d  Division,  Rhode  Island  Naval  Militia,  received 
after  three  years  service.  He  has  been  active  in 
various  relations  of  life,  from  1903  to  1907  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board  of  the  town  of 
Cranston,  and  for  six  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  Jefferson  Street  Baptist  Sabbath-school.  (5) 
Marion  L..  fifth  child  of  Horace  F.  Horton,  born 
April  22,  1877,  is  now  (Mrs.  Charles  (M.  Miller,  of 
Barrington,  R.  1.  (6)  Laura  E.,  born  Dec.  7,  1879, 

is  teacher  of  Art  and  Drawing  at  Vermont  Acad- 
emy, Saxton’s  River,  Vermont. 

(Mr.  Horace  F.  Horton  is  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  citizens  of  the  town  of  which  he  is 
a resident,  and  his  business  connections  with  the 
city  of  Providence  have  made  him  one  of  the  most 
useful  of  her  business  men.  He  is  a shrewd,  far- 
sighted man,  and  is  self-made,  as  he  began  life  a 
])oor  boy.  He  lost  his  father  when  he  was  but 
eleven  years  old.  and  his  boyhood  davs  were  spent 
in  hard  lal)or.  He  is  one  of  the  best  real  estate 
judges  in  the  city,  and  is  a man  well  known,  highly 
respected,  influential  and  very  popular.  He  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Rhode  Island. 

OLIVER  CROMWELL  ARNOLD,  who  dur- 
ing his  lifetime  was  a well  known  agriculturist  of 


the  Pawtuxet  valley,  owning  land  near  what  is 
now  Centreville,  was  born  on  the  old  home  farm 
near  that  place,  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  Jan.  2,. 

The  Arnold  famiK,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  Rhode  Island,  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded 
by  William  Arnold,  whose  son,  Stephen,  made 
his  home  near  Providence.  Stephen  Arnold  (2), 
son  of  Stephen,  made  his  home  in  the  Pawtuxet 
valley,  where  he  was  a land  owner  and  farmer. 

Philip  Arnold,  son  of  Stephen  (2),  followed 
farming  and  was  a land  owner  in  the  town  of 
Warwick,  near  where  Centreville  now  is,  and  there 
he  died.  On  June  10,  1714,  he  married  Susanna 
Greene,  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Greene,  and 
their  children  were:  Susannah,  born  July  23, 
1716;  Mary,  Feb.  6,  1720;  Benjamin,  Nov.  i, 
1722;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  23,  1724;  Philip,  June  (g 
1726;  Thomas,  June  22,  1730;  and  Stephen,  Sept. 
2,  1732. 

Judge  Stephen  Arnold,  son  of  Philip,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  married,  June  26,  1751, 
Ann  Haynes,  daughter  of  Capt.  Josiah  Haynes. 
Their  children  were : Edward,  born  March  cy 
1752;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  30,  1753;  Benedict,  (March 
14,  1756;  and  Anthony,  j\Iarch  16,  1758.  The 
father  of  the  above  children  was  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  the  homestead,  where  he  spent  his 
life. 

Anthony  Arnold,  son  of  Judge  Stephen,  fol- 
lowed farming  on  the  homestead,  upon  which  he 
built  the  house  which  still  stands,  and  there  spent 
his  life,  dying  in  1837.  He  married  Eunice  An- 
drews, who  died  in  1838,  and  their  children  were: 
Sally  Ann,  born  July  14,  1787;  Whipple,  June '2, 
1789;  Oliver  Cromwell,  Jan.  2,  1794;  Russell 

Greene,  March  16,  1796;  Arteliza,  March  19,  1797'; 
and  Mary  Crawford,  Alarch  7,  1800.  Anthony 
Arnold  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
serving  his  country  faithfully,  and  was  well  known 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  homestead  as  a man  of  many 
sterling  traits  of  character. 

Oliver  Cromwell  Arnold,  son  of  Anthony,  was 
born  in  Warwick,  on  the  homestead,  Jan.  2,  1794- 
and  w'as'  educated  in  his  native  district.  He  grew 
up  on  the  homestead  farm,  and  after  his  marriage 
removed  to  the  house  which  he  had  erected  a few 
years  previously,  and  which  was  on  a part  of  the 
homestead  farm.  There  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life,  making  farming  his  chief  occupation.  He 
made  many  improvements  on  his  property,  and  like 
his  father  was  a well-known  man,  being  noted  for 
his  strictly  upright  and  temperate  life.  He  died 
on  the  farm  Dec.  12,  1870,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  family  plot,  but  a short  time  ago  his  remains, 
together  with  those  of  his  wife,  were  removed  by 
their  daughter,  Mary  C.,  and  reinterred  in  the 
Woodland  cemetery,  at  Anthony,  R.  1.  Mr.  Ar- 
nold was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  he  was  never 
an  office  seeker.  In  his  early  manhood  his  as- 
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sociates  and  neighbors  were  mostly  Friends,  and  he  a member  of  the  Scituate  Congregational  Church, 
was  much  inclined  to  their  belief,  but  never  be-  lie  married  Feb.  4,  1810,  Lydia  Winsor,  who 
came  a member  of  the  Society.  was  born  Feb.  22,  1788,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1872. 

Mr.  Arnold  married.  May  29,  1831,  Elizabeth'  She  was  a daughter  of  Augustus  Winsor,  and  a 
Tiffany,  who  was  born  in  Warwick,  March  13,  descendant  of  the  first  Joshua  Winsor,  the  line  of 
1798,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Card)  her  descent  from  him  being  through  (11)  Samuel, 
Tiffany,  and  died  July  12,  1876.  Two  children  (HI)  Rev.  Joshua,  (IV)  Abraham  and  (V)  Au- 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold : James  An-  gustus.  Andrew  and  Lydia  Winsor  had  a large 
thony,  born  April  9,  1832,  who  died  in  infancy;  family,  as  follows:  (i)  Augustus  W.,  born  Dec. 
and  Mary  Crawford,  who  still  resides  on  the  farm  18,  1810,  was  a carpenter  and  farmer,  and  died 
where  she  was  born,  and  has  always  lived,  part  of  in  Providence  Dec.  28,  1883.  On  July  3,  1835,  he 
which  has  been  sold  for  building  purposes  since  married  Almira  Pettis.  (2)  Henry,  born  May  16, 
her  parents  died.  She  was  educated  in  the  local\  1813,  was  a farmer,  and  resided  near  Berea,  Cuya- 
schools,  and  during  the  latter  years  of  her  parents’ \hoga  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  June,  1896. 
life  took  affectionate  care  of  them.  She  is  well  On  May  26,  1836,  he  was  married  to  Martha 


known  in  her  locality  as  a friendly  and  obliging 
neighbor  and  true  Christian  woman. 

WINSOR.  The  members  of  this  family,  one 
of  the  very  oldest  in  Rhode  Island,  dating  from  the 
time  of  the  coming  of  Roger  Williams,  have  ever 
been  among  the  substantial  element  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  name  is  synonymous  with  good 
citizenship. 

The  early  records  of  the  family  being  set  forth 
at  length  elsewhere  in  this  publication,  it  is  the 
object  of  this  article  to  treat  of  that  branch  to 
which  belonged  the  late  Daniel  Winsor,  of  Johns- 
ton and  Providence,  a native  of  the  former  town 
and  for  a half  century  one  of  its  foremost  and 
successful  citizens,  and  his  son,  the  late  Andrew 
Williams  Winsor,  a worthy  son  of  a worthy  father, 
a man  well  meriting  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held.  The  last  surviving  member  of  the  family 
of  Daniel  Winsor  is  Elizabeth  Manton,  wife  of 
William  D.  Elagg,  of  Providence,  with  whom  re- 
sides at  an  advanced  age,  her  mother,  the  widow 
of  Daniel  Winsor. 

The  lineage  from  (I)  Joshua  Winsor  (or 
Windsor),  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America, 
is  through  his  son  (H)  Samuel,  (HI)  Rev. 
Samuel,  (IV)  Rev.  Samuel  (2),  (V)  James,  and 
(VI)  Andrew,  who  was  the  father  of  Daniel,  be- 
_^fore  mentioned.  The  first  four  generations  are  given 
elsewhere  in  full,  the  fifth  being  as  follows ; W 

(V)  James  Winsor,  son  of  Rev.  (Elder) 
Samuel  (2)  and  Anne  Winsor,  was  born  March 
28,  1760,  and  resided  in  Johnston,  where  he  was 
engaged  at  farming.  There  he  died  Dec.  12,  1801. 
He  married  Betsey  Randall,  who  was  born  March 
30,  1761,  and  died  May  19,  1829.  Their  children 
were:  Jeremiah,  born  May  10,  1782;  Augustus, 
Oct.  25,  1783;  Andrew,  Eeb.  5,  1786;  Huldah,  Jan. 
21,  1789;  Zephaniah,  June  21,  1791  ; James,  May  7, 
1796; ‘Hiram,  Aug.  24,  1798. 

(VI)  Andrew  Winsor,  son  of  James,  was  born 
Feb.  5,  1786,  in  Johnston,  and  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farmer,  residing  at  different  periods  in 
the  towns  of  Johnston,  Scituate  and  Smithfield. 
He  removed  to  the  latter  town  a few  years  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  30,  1854.  He  was 
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Cahoon,  who  was  born  Sept.  5,  1814,  and  who 
died  June  30,  1885.  (3)  Daniel  was  born  May  6, 

1815.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  May  4,  1817,  was  mar- 

ried in  December,  1835,  to  George  Battey,  a 
farmer,  and  resided  at  North  Scituate,  where  she 
died  March  8,  1837.  (5)  Andrew,  born  Nov.  i, 

1818,  was  a lumber  dealer,  and  died  in  Providence 
March  ii,  1883.  He  was  married  Dec.  25,  1844, 
to  Mary  J.  Brown.  (6)  Tillinghast,  born  Sept.  3, 
1820,  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  Johnston  in  No- 
vember, 1894.  He  was  married  March  2,  1843, 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Asa  Winsor.  (7)  Lydia, 
born  Aug.  3,  1822,  married  Henry  Ide,  a farmer, 
and  resided  at  Seekonk,  Mass.,  dying  there  May 
2,  1843.  (8)  James,  born  Aug.  23,  1824,  was  a 

farmer,  and  resided  near  Greenville,  in  the  town  of 
Smithfield,  dying  Jan.  31,  1903.  On  Nov.  30, 
1854,  he  married  (first)  Mary  IM.  Sweet,  and  his 
second  wife  was  IMaria  King,  whom  he  married 
Jan.  28,  1869.  (9)  Nancy  W.,  born  May  10, 
1826,  was  first  married  to  Plenry  Ide,  and  later, 
on  Eeb.  22,  1882,  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  Chris- 
tian Eieldsted.  She  resided  in  San  Jose,  Cal., 
but  died  in  Providence  Aug.  26,  1902,  while  visit- 
ing. (10)  Huldah,  born  jMay  26,  1828,  was 
married  Aug.  14,  1851,  to  Eranklin  E.  Peaslee, 
and  resides  in  Oakland,  Cal.  (ii)  William  W., 
born  May  6,  1830,  enlisted  in  Battery  C,  Rhode  Is- 
land Volunteers,  was  taken  prisoner  Aug.  25,  1864, 
at  Ream’s  Station,  Va.,  and  was  confined  first  on 
Belle  Isle  and  later  removed  to  the  Salisbury 
(N.  C.)  prison.  He  died  Feb.  22,  1865,  on  the 
train,  en  route  for  home,  of  illness  brought  on  by 
the  prison  confinement,  and  was  buried  at  Dan- 
ville, Va.  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Amanda 
Ballou,  and  for  his  second  Josephine  A.  Battey. 
(12)  Julia  A.,  born  May  ii,  1832,  was  married  May 
20,  1857,  to  Henry  T.  Brown,  a farmer,  and  died 
in  Glocester,  R.  L,  May  12,  1892. 

(VH)  Daniel  Winsor,  son  of  Andrew,  was 
born  May  6,  1815,  in  Johnston,  and  his  education 
was  received  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  reared 
to  the  hard  work  of  the-farm,  and  resided  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  settled  on  a 
farm  owned  by  his  father,  located  in  the  western 
part  of  the  town.  Remaining  there  until  1846,  he 
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removed  to  the  farm  near  Olneyville  now  occupied 
by  the  family  of  his  son,  the  late  Andrew  \V. 
\Vinsor,  and  there  he  lived  for  forty  years,  during 
which  time  he  made  many  improvements  on  the 
place.  In  his  active  years  he  was  a very  hard- 
working man,  and  he  was  quite  successful  in  his 
farming  operations,  for  many  years,  in  addition 
to  general  agricultural  work,  carrying  on  a retail 
milk  business.  He  was  progressive,  always  keep- 
ing abreast  of  the  times,  and  was  generally  re- 
garded as  a man  of  splendid  business  judgment 
and  the  highest  integrity,  being  esteemed  accord- 
ingly. He  was  much  interested  in  blooded^  stock, 
giving  particular  attention  to  Ayrshire  cattle. 

In  his  old  age,  retiring  from  active  business, 
Mr.  M’insor  removed  to  Providence,  his  residence 
being  at  No.  i66  Harrison  street,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  on  Nov.  13.  188.6.  He  was  buried 
in  the  Pocasset  cemetery.  i\lr.  Winsor  was 
originally  a Whig  in  political  sentiment,  later  a 
Republican,  but  though  he  took  a great  interest 
in  politics  he  cared  nothing  for  public  life  or  the 
honors  of  office,  and  never  could  be  persuaded  to 
^accept  official  responsibility. 

On  Feb.  10,  1836.  Mr.  M’insor  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Ann  IManton,  who  was  born  April  10, 
1817,  in  Johnston,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Angell)  ]\lanton,  and  granddaughter  of  Col. 
Daniel  i\lanton  and  of  Nedabiah  Angell.  IMrs. 
Winsor  resides  at  the  old  house  in  Providence  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Flagg,  and  though  advanced 
in  years  retains  all  her  faculties  and  is  spry  and 
active.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Winsor:  (i)  Daniel  Manton,  born  Dec.  14,  1838, 
was  a farmer,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1862,  at  the 
homestead.  He  never  married.  (2)  Andrew  Wil- 
liams is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Elizabeth  IManton, 
born  Sept.  23,  1843,  married  April  4,  1872,  to 
William  D.  Flagg,  manager  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Rug  M’orks,  and  they  have  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth  IManton,  born  Jan.  7,  1873,  died 
Sept.  7,  1881  ; Daniel  IManton  Winsor,  born  Feb. 
21,  1875,  is  associated  with  his  father  ; Evange- 
line Kilburn,  born  Jan.  20,  1877.  married  Nov.  21. 
1899,  Arthur  r>.  Stafford,  a real  estate  man  of 
Providence,  and  they  have  three  children — Eliza^ 
beth  Thatcher  (born  April  25,  1902),  Stuart  Win- 
sor (Jan.  16.  1904)  and  Flarvey  Chase  (Jan.  6, 
1906)  ; Charles  William,  born  March  22,  1879, 
died  Sept.  4,  1881  : Caralyne  Davis,  horn  Sept. 
6.  1882,  graduated  from  the  Providence  high 
school  and  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Provi- 
dence, and  is  now  a teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  city;  and  Gertrude  Williams,  horn  Sept. 
4,  1885,  died  March  18,  1888. 

(\TII)  Andrew  Willi.vms  Winsor,  born  Jan. 
17,  1841,  at  the  homestead  in  Johnston,  near  the 
Scituate  line,  was  employed  during  his  early  years 
at  such  work  as  was  common  to  farmer  boys  of  that 
period.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in  winter, 
making  progress  in  study  and  books,  and  laid  the 


foundation  stones  upon  which  his  life  structure 
rested.  Later  he  went  to  that  well-known  academv 
for  so  many  years  conducted  by  Jencks  Alowry. 

To  the  training  of  these  earlier  years,  under  tlie 
tutelage  of  a father  and  mother  whose  chief  am- 
hition  was  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  their 
children  such  principles  as  would  make  possible 
lives  of  usefulness  and  honor,  3Ir.  Winsor,  like 
myriads  of  others,  was  indebted  for  that  probity 
of  character  and  those  justifiable  aspirations  that 
prominently  characterized  him  as  a citizen  in  all 
the  relations  of  life.  He  was  a sincere  friend  of 
education;  was  fond  of  books,  though  his  busv 
career  did  not  admit  his  devoting  as  mucll  time 
to  them  as  he  would  have  liked ; was  for  twenty 
years  one  of  the  school  trustees  of  Johnston,  the 
excellent  school  system  of  that  town  being  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  him  and  his  infiuence.  For 
sonie  time  he  was  also  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  his  • 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  that  position  of 
trust  was  regarded  as  the  best  possible,  innovations 
of  his  creation  in  that  office  being  in  use  to-day  and 
regarded  as  fixtures.  He  was  a Republican  in 
political  preference,  but  in  no  sense  a politician 
or  seeker  of  office.  The  positions  occupied  by 
him  of  a political  nature  were  unsought,  and  it 
was  indeed  an  instance  of  the  office  seeking  the 
man.  His  natural  inclination  toward  matters  per- 
taining to  education  fitted  him  for  his  duties  as 
school  trustee,  and  his  ability  as  a business  man 
and  ever  kindly  interest  in  his  fellow  beings 
prompted  his  selection  as  overseer  of  the  poor. 

He  was  thoroughly  enterprising,  ever  readv  to 
assist  in  any  worthy  undertaking  tending  toward  , 
advancement.  He  died  Nov.  18,  1902,  and  was  ' 
buried  in  Pocasset  cemetery. 

Mr.  Winsor  was  married.  Nov.  22,  1865,  by 
Rev.  George  T.  Day,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Barnes, 
a daughter  of  Tilmeric  Barnes  and  granddaughter  - 
of  Enoch  Barnes.  Extended  mention  of  the  Barnes  I 
family,  including  this  branch,  will  be  found  else-  ’• 
where.  Air.  and  Airs.  Winsor  resided  for  a time  / 
at  the  home  of  his  father,  and  in  1868  they  erected  , 
the  present  home  of  his  widow  and  daughters  on  ^ 
Hartford  avenue.  The  following  children  were  .jj 
horn  to  them ; ( i ) Theodore  Alanton  was  born  i' 

Feb.  17,  1868.  (2)  Louis  Olney  was  born  Oct. 

2,  1870.  (3)  Ruth  Barnes  was  born  Alay  27, 

1874.  (4)  Eleanor  J.,  born  Dec.  17,  1876,  is  a 

teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence.  ( 5 ) 
Sarah  Josephine,  born  July  25.  1883.  is  a popular 
teacher  in  the  Johnston  schools. 

(IX)  Louis  Olney  Winsor  is  in  point  of 
enterprise,  industry  and  honorable  methods  a / 
worthy  successor  to  his  father  and  grandfather.  ^ 
He  married  Anna  E.  Burnett,  of  Providence,  and  ^ 
they  have  had  two  children : Andrew  B.,  born  ^ 
July  24,  1895  ; and  Cathleen,  born  Alay  28,  1905.  f 
Mr.  Winsor  and  his  family  occupy  the  old  home-  ' 
stead,  where  he  conducts  a general  farming  and  ' 
dairy  business. 
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J01>  BELKNAP,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens 
and  most  • successful  farmers  of  Johnston,  Provi- 
dence county,  descends  from  an  old  and  honored 
New  England  family.  Here  in  Rhode  Island  the 
Belknaps  are  not  so  numerous  as  many  other  fami- 
lies, but  those  of  the  name  in  every  generation 
have  been  respectable  and  creditable  members  of 
the  community. 

(I)  Abraham  Belknap,  the  earliest  known  an- 
cestor of  the  family  in  America,  was  of  record  at 
Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1637,  later  locating  at  Salem, 
where  he  died  in  1643.  Tradition  says  he  came 
from  Lancashire,  England.  His  children  were ; 
Jenny,  Joseph,  Samuel  and  Hannah  (who  married 
Christopher  Osgood). 

(II)  Joseph  Belknap,  born  probably  in  Eng- 
land about  1630,  came  from  Salem  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  made  a freeman  in  1665, 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Third  or  Old 
South  Church  in  1668.  In  1682  he  removed  to 
Hatfield,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  until  1696, 
when  he  returned  to  Boston.  There  he  died  Nov. 
14,  1712,  and  was  buried  in  the  Old  South  Bury- 
ing Ground,  adjoining  the  King’s  Chapel.  He  was 

married  first  to  Ruth  ; second  to  Lydia 

, and  third  to  Hannah  iMackins.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  the  first  marriage  were : Joseph, 
born  Jan.  26,  1658;  Mary,  Sept.  25,  1660;  Na- 
thaniel, Aug.  13,  1663 ; and  Elizabeth  B.,  born 
July  I,  1665.  By  the  second  marriage  there  was 
one  child,  Ruth  B.,  who  died  young ; and  by  the 
third  wife  there  were:  Thomas,  born  June  29, 
1670;  John,  June  i,  1672;  Hannah,  Jan.  8,  1675; 
Ruth,  March  17,  1677;  Abigail,  June  27,  1679  ; and 
Abraham,  April  26,  1682. 

(III)  Thomas  Belknap,  born  June  29,  1670, 
married  March  6,  1694,  Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cheney,  of  Cambridge.  Thomas  Belknap  resided 
at  Cambridge  for  a time,  later,  in  1698,  purchas- 
ing land  in  Woburn,  and  there  he  died  Oct.  15, 
1755.  His  children  were;  Thomas;  Jane;  Ben- 
jamin, born  May  3,  1702;  Samuel,  IMay  24,  1707  ; 
and  Hannah,  born  March  18,  1709. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Belknap,  born  iMay  3,  1702, 
removed  to  Providence  and  bought  land  near  the 
Presbyterian  Meeting  House,  at  the  head  of 
Rossmary  Lane,  with  a dwelling  house  thereon. 
This  he  sold  to  his  son  Isaac  in  1753,  and  re- 
bought in  1757.  He  owned  land  in  that  part  of 
Providence  afterward  set  apart  as  the  town  of 
Johnston.  He  married  Hannah  Richardson,  and 
their  children  were:  Abraham,  born  1728;  Ruth, 
born  Nov.  6,  1729,  died  Nov.  8,  1750;  Hannah, 
born  about  1733,  married  Solomon  Owens ; Isaac 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier  and  died  while  com- 
ing home;  Jeduthari  located  in  the  State  of  New 
York;  Olive,  born  Feb.  17,  1739,  died  April  26, 
1750;  Sarah,  born  1740,  married  William  Haw- 
kins; Benjamin,  born  March  27,  1742;  Jeremiah, 
born  June  26,  1746;  and  Jacob,  born  Dec.  20, 
1744. 


(V)  Abraham  Belknap,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  in  1728.  died  in  1810.  By  his  first  wife, 
}^Iartha,  he  had  children  born  as  follows ; Patience, 
Dec.  27,  1758;  Sarah,  Oct.  12.  1760;  Olive,  Nov. 
19,  1762;  Abraham,  Jr.,  July  21,  1764;  Martha, 
Aug.  12,  1766. 

(\T)  Abraham  Belknap,  Jr.,  born  July  21, 
1764,  died  *March  15,  1820.  He  was  twice  maVried, 
first  Oct.  10,  1784,  to  Frances  Wescott,  who  died 
July  17,  1791.  By  this  marriage  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  28, 
1786,  died  Sept.  16,  1839;  Stephen,  born  March 
5,  1787,  died  Aug.  20,  1850;  Cyrus,  born  1789, 
died  April  3,  1819  ; Sarah,  born  April  27,  1791,  mar- 
ried Stephen  Hawkins,  and  died  Feb.  8,  1841.  Abra- 
ham Belknap,  Jr.,  for  his  second  wife  married 
iMercy,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Oluey) 
Brown.  The  children  born  to  them  were : Emor, 
born  Jan.  2,  1793;  Elisha,  1795  (died  July  23, 
1827)  ; IMartha,  April  14,  1797  (married  a i\Ir. 
Thurber,  and  died  March  3,  1879)  ; Abigail,  Oct. 
5,  1799  (married  Edwin  IMussey,  and  died  Feb. 
12,  1828)  ; IMercy,  1802  (died  young)  ; Isaac,  May 
II,  1814  (was  killed  in  the  mill  at  Enfield,  R.  I., 
Sept.  8,  1831)  ;.and  xAbraham,  June  30,  1806  (the 
third  of  that  name  in  direct  line,  removed  to  \’er- 
mont,  where  many  of  his  descendants  are  honored 
citizens). 

(Vllj  Emor  Belknap  was  born  Jan.  2,  1793. 
in  Johnston,  and  there  passed  his  entire  life.  He 
was  a man  of  great  physical  strength,  tall  and 
splendidly  proportioned,  and  was  noted  for  that 
reason  and  because  of  his  exceptionally  fine  voice, 
which  had  great  depth  of  tone.  His  father  had 
been  an  extensive  landowner,  and  part  of  his  ex- 
tensive land  holdings  descended  to  his  son  Emor, 
but  the  land  was  difficult  to  cultivate  and  Emor 
Belknap  was  not  remarkable  for  his  good  manage- 
ment in  financial  matters.  Consequently  when  he 
died,  Jan.  26,  1845,  widow  was  left  with  the 
home  acres  in  sadly  neglected  condition.  But  she 
was  a woman  of  energy  and  resource,  and  she 
struggled  nobly  to  sujiport  her  family  until  such 
time  as  her  son  could  help  her  and  take  care  of 
himself.  They  did  more  than  this,  attaining  a 
degree  of  prosperity  which  would  have  seemed  im- 
possible to  any  of  less  resolute  and  hopeful  tem- 
perament. and  the  closing  years  of  her  long  life 
were  made  bright  and  comfortable  by  the  results 
of  her  early  years  of  toil.  iMrs.  Belknap's  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Lyon,  and  she  was  born  in  1806, 
daughter  of  Aldania  and  Esther  (Jackson)  Lyon, 
of  Connecticut.  Her  parents  were  in  good  circum- 
stances at  one  time,  her  father  having  been  a 
very  successful  cattle  dealer  and  drover,  but  became 
quite  reduced  financially  through  the  failure  of 
others.  Both  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Lyon  are  interred  in 
the  family  burying-ground  on  the  farm  of  their 
grandson.  Job  Belknap.  Mrs.  Lyon  was  a woman 
of  wonderful  energy,  and  though  she  lived  to  be 
over  eightv  years  of  age  was  until  within  a short 
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time  before  her  death  exceptionally  active,  per- 
forming her  full  share  of  the  work  on  the  Belknap 
farm,  for  she  lived  with  her  daughter  and  grand- 
son. 

Hr.  and  iNIrs.  Belknap  were  married  April  lo, 
1836.  Two  children  were  born  to  them.  Job  and 
Esther,  the  latter  becoming  the  wife  of  Edward 
H.  AN’aterman,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  iNIrs. 
Belknap  reached  her  eightieth  year,  dying  in  1886, 
and  was  buried  in  the  old  family  burying  ground 
on  “The  Plains,”  which  was  formerly  a part  of 
the  old  Belknap  homestead. 

(Vni)  Job  Belknap  was  born  Jan.  20,  1837, 
in  the  same  house  where  he  now  lives,  and  has 
passed  all  his  life  on  his  present  farm.  He  had 
little  opportunity  for  education  in  his  youth, 
though  he  did  manage  to  attend  during  the  winter 
terms  of  the  country  schools,  making  the  moH 
of  such  advantages.  Perhaps  the  privations  of  his 
early  years  made  him  the  more  appreciative,  for 
he  'was  a youth  of  mental  as  well  as  physical 
activity,  and  the  practical  problems  of  his  boy- 
hood made  it  necessary  for  him  to  turn  every- 
thing to  immediate  use.  W hen  he  was  only  four- 
teen he  assumed  the  burden  of  the  management 
of  the  home  farm,  beginning  agricultural  pursuits 
upon  as  large  a scale  as  his  tender  years  and  the 
slender  resources  of  the  family  would  permit. 
With  the  trying  experience  of  a farmer  laboring 
to  clear  his  land  of  incumbrances  his  motto  from 
the  start  was  “no  debts,”  and  he  has  found  it  just 
as  good  to-day  as  he  did  years  ago.  The  neigh- 
bors were  frie'ndly  and  willing  to  extend  credit  to 
voung  Belknap,  to  provide  him  with  suitable  equip- 
ment for  his  farming  operations,  but  he  declined, 
working  the  best  he  could  with  the  one  old  horse 
and  such  tools  as  he  had  until  able  to  buy  what 
he  wanted.  His  mother  and  grandmother  were 
equally  industrious  and  indefatigable,  and  between 
them  they  gradually  got  things  into  shape.  The 
buildings' were  repaired,  the  land  was  cleared  up, 
suitable  machinery,  etc.,  was  purchased,  and  in 
time  the  property  'was  converted  from  its  neglected 
condition  into  one  of  the  best  and  most  desirable 
farms  in  the  town  of  Johnston.  Hr.  Belknap  gives 
his  mother  and  grandmother  full  credit  for  their 
share  in  the  redemption  of  the  place  and  his  early 
success,  but  he  truly  deserves  to  be  called  a self- 
made  man.  He  was  left  with  the  homestead,  it 
is  true,  but  he  also  inherited  obligations  which 
retarded  and  did  not  accelerate  his  early  progress. 
His  earnest  toil  and  scrupulous  honesty  gained  him 
the  respect  and  good-will  of  his  fellowmen  from 
the  beginning,  and  he  has  kept  their  confidence 
through  his  later  years  as  well.  His  excellent 
management  and  sound  judgment  have  been  a 
foundation  for  solid  prosperity,  and  he  has  made 
a name  and  standing  among  the  most  substantial 
citizens  of  the  community. 

i\Ir.  Belknap’s  industrious  career  has  not  made 
him  insensible  to  the  ordinary  pleasures  and  social 


intercourse  of  life,  for  he  is  a man  of  benevolent 
and  cordial  disposition,  kindly  to  all,  and  full  of 
good  humor,  which  has  made  him  popular  among 
his  neighbors  and  friends  and  held  in  universal 
esteem.  In  spite  of  his  early  disadvantages  he  is 
intelligent  and  well  informed,  interested  in  matters 
of  general  welfare  and  abreast  of  the  times  on 
subjects  of  general  interest.  He  is  a member  of 
Temple  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

Air.  Belknap  was  married  to  Anna  M.  Water- 
man, daughter  of  Calvin  J.  Waterman,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  elsewhere,  and  to  this  marriage 
came  the  following  children:  Frederick  W.,  born 
Jan.  31,  1862;  Abbie  E.,  born  Sept.  17,  1864,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Evert  Eddy  and  resides  in 
Attleboro,  Alass. ; Emery  P.,  born  Alarch  5,  1873, 
who  resides  in  Providence,  and  has  one  son,  Walter 
S. ; Josephine,  born  Jan.  20,  1867,  ''’ho  died  April 
10,  1867;  and  Emor,  born  Alarch  22,  1870,  who 
died  Jan.  7,  1872.  The  mother  of  this  family,  who 
was  a devoted  helpmate  to  Air.  Belknap  all  her 
days,  died  Dec.  29,  1889.  On  April  i,  1897,  Air. 
Belknap  married  Airs.  Almeda  H.  (Green)  Sweet, 
who  by  her  former  marriage  has  two  children, 
Lena  Frances,  who  married  Henry  Rhodes  Rem- 
ington, of  Alanton,  and  has  four  children ; and 
Allen  Bowen,  who  married  Helena  Alaude  Saun- 
ders, and  resides  in  Providence. 

Hr.  Belknap's  son  Frederick  lives  on  the  home 
farm  with  his  father,  and  is  a well  and  favorably 
known  young  business  man  of  the  vicinity.  He 
embarked  in  business  as  a retail  milk  dealer  at  the 
early  age  of  nineteen,  and  has  excellent  standing 
in  the  community.  He  has  three  children,  Jessie 
L.,  Anna  Josephine  and  Amey  Brown.  Both  father 
and  son  are  stanch  Republicans  and  have  held  of- 
fices of  trust  in  their  locality.  Air.  Job  Belknap  . 
having  been  highway  commissioner  of  the  town  of 
Johnston  for  a period  of  twenty  years. 

CAPT.  EDWARD  ALONZO  SWIFT  (de- 
ceased) was  born  July  6,  1812,  in  the  town  of 
Rochester,  Plymouth  county,  Alass.,  and  died  Sept. 
29,  1895,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He  was  a son 
of  James  H.  and  Hannah  X.  Swift. 

In  the  death  of  Captain  Swift  the  community  of 
H’arren,  R.  I.,  lost  not  only  a representative  ship- 
master of  the  old  school  but  a business  man  emi- 
nently fitted  for  the  important  trusts  which,  in  his 
later  years,  he  accepted  on  shore.  Uniting  great 
firmness  and  decision  of  character  with  a calm  and 
considerate  intelligence,  he  must,  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  have  presented  the  very  ideal  of  an 
efficient  commander ; and  we  can  easily  imagine 
the  respect  with  which  he  could  hardly  have  failed 
to  be  regarded  by  the  men  under  his  control.  Pos- 
sessing the  requisite  qualities  for  command,  he  was 
for  this  very  reason  seldom  obliged  to  exercise 
severity.  His  character  was  so  pronounced  and  his 
life  so  active  and  so  varied  that  there  is  a satis- 
faction in  sketching  his  career. 
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Born  as  noted,  at  Rochester,  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  neig'hboring  town  of  Fairhaven  he  gathered 
so  much  of  a common-school  education  as  his 
opportunities  would  permit,  hut  these  must  have 
been  brief,  as  at  the  age  of  twelve  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  father,  who  was  a cabinetmaker,  and 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  or  until  he 
was  fifteen.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that 
in  a mind  naturally  thoughtful  the  early  disad- 
vantages were,  in  a great  measure,  compensated 
for  by  study  and  reading,  and  undoubtedly  the 
latter  was  in  the  line  of  research  and  adventure. 
At  that  period,  and  in  that  locality,  the  early  as- 
pirations of  almost  all  boys  were  very  naturally 
directed  to  the  sea.  This  was  the  rule,  and  the 
case  of  young  Edward  A.  Swift  was  no  excep- 
tion. 

In  1827,  when  just  fifteen  years  of  age,  he 
started  out  on  his  fijst  voyage,  on  a whaling  ship 
named  the  “Grand  Turk,”  belonging  to  New  Bed- 
ford and  commanded  by  Capt.  Robert  Tabor.  She 
sailed  in  July  of  that  year  and  completed  her  voy- 
age in  eleven  months.  After  a stay  at  home  of  one 
month,  his  enthusiasm  having  been  rather  stimulated 
than  lessened,  the  young  sailor  embarked  for  a sec- 
ond voyage,  also  out  of  New  Bedford,  on  the  “Sally 
Ann,”  with  Captain  Almy  in  command,  and  the 
ship  returned  in  eleven  months.  These  two  voy- 
ages brought  the  time  up  to  1829,  in  October  of 
which  year  he  entered  on  board  the  ship  “William 
Thompson,”  under  Capt.  Stephen  Fryer  Potter, 
as  boat  steerer.  This  ship  was  bound  on  a sperm 
whaling  voyage  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and,  after  an 
absence  of  three  years  and  eight  months,  again 
weighed  anchor  in  home  waters,  in  1833. 

Mr.  Swift  made  his  next  venture  on  the  ship 
“Magnolia,”  of  New  Bedford,  Captain  Barnard, 
commander.  This  ship  was  bound  for  the  Pacific 
and  the  voyage  was  of  four  years’  duration.  In 
October,  1841,  still  in  the  capacity  of  chief  officer, 
he  sailed  in  the  ship  “Amethyst,”  under  Captain 
Reynard,  on  a rfght  whaling  voyage  to  the  north- 
west coast  of  America,  being  absent  about  eighteen 
months,  and  returning  with  a full  cargo,  amount- 
ing to  twenty-seven  hundred  barrels.  This  was  one 
of  the  shortest  voyages  of  its  kind  ever  made  to  that 
region. 

Now  a successful  navigator  and  possessing 
considerable  capital,  the  young  chief  officer  was 
married  March  10,  1844,  to  Miss  Harriet  Meader, 
daughter  of  Capt.  George  Meader,  of  Nantucket, 
and  remained  on  shore  until  the  following  Oc- 
tober, when  he  sailed  as  commander  of  the  bark 
“Richmond,”  bound  to  the  North  Pacific,  arriving 
home  in  i\lay,  1847,  3.800  barrels  of  oil.  In 

August  of  the  same,  year  he  sailed  a second  time 
in  command  of  the  same  vessel  and  arrived  home  in 
1850  with  3,400  barrels  of  oil. 

His  employers  were  now  so  satisfied  with  his 
ability  that  they  bought  a vessel  for  him,  calling 
it  the  “Ocean,”  and  in  this  he  sailed  for  the  North 


Pacific  and  the  Arctic,  accompanied  by  his  wife.  On 
this  voyage,  the  first  season  in  the  Arctic  resulted 
in  a poor  catch,  only  1,200  barrels  of  oil  being 
realized.  The  second  season,  however,  was  very 
successful,  and  in  this  voyage  Captain  Swift  took 
3,400  barrels  of  oil  and  54,000  pounds  of  bone — 
the  largest  receipts  of  bone  and  oil  ever  taken  out 
of  the  Arctic  ocean  by  any  one  ship  in  a single 
season,  the  catch  of  two  seasons  amounting  to  the 
remarkable  figures  of  4,600  barrels  of  oil  and  66,- 
000  pounds  of  bone. 

In  December,  1853,  Captain  Swift  sailed  as 
master  of  the  ship  "Brutus,”  for  the  Pacific,  and 
after  two  seasons  north  returned  in  May,  1856, 
having  taken  3,600  barrels  of  oil.  This  was  one 
of  Captain  Swift’s  most  trying  voyages,  and  the 
difficulties  which  he  encountered  and  overcame 
illustrated  both  his  resourcefulness  and  also  his 
sense  of  responsibility  while  in  command  of  a ship. 
He  now  retired  from  the  whaling  business,  after 
having  been  engaged  in  it  for  twenty-nine  years 
consecutively,  during  twelve  of  which  he  had  been 
in  command.  During  this  time  he  had  taken  and 
gauged  out  at  home  14,800  barrels  of  oil,  nearly  all 
from  the  North  Pacific  ocean,  without,  as  he  him- 
self remarked,  meeting  with  any  accident  or  dis- 
comforture  but  such  as  could  be  repaired  as  he 
went  along. 

Although  done  with  whaling.  Captain  Swift 
had  not  retired  from  a seafaring  life,  but  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health  he  remained  inactive  from 
1856  until  1859.  In  the  latter  year,  however,  he 
assumed  command  of  the  ship  “Golden  Eagle,” 
of  New  York,  a fine  example  of  the  clipper-boat 
of  the  period.  In  this  vessel  he  made  the  round 
trip  to  San  Francisco  and  back.  The  ship  was 
chartered  by  the  United  States  Government  as  a 
transport,  later,  to  accompany  General  Sherman’s 
expedition  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  on  which  occasion 
Captain  Swift  witnessed  the  capture  of  the  two 
forts  by  Commodore  Dupont,  Nov.  7,  1861.  The 
Government  charter  having  expired,  his  next  voy- 
age in  this  vessel  was  to  San  Francisco,  thence  to 
Howland  Island,  a mere  speck  in  the  Western 
Pacific  ocean,  and,  after  loading  with  guano,  he 
sailed  for  Queenstown,  Ireland,  for  orders.  Y'hen 
only  a few  days  from  her  port  of  destination  the 
ship  was  captured  by  the  Confederate  cruiser 
“Alabama,”  set  on  fire  and  destroyed.  Captain 
Swift  and  his  crew  were  kept  prisoners  for  eight 
days  and  then  were  landed  at  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wdght, 
whence  they  were  sent  to  London  by  the  Ameri- 
can vice-consul  and  soon  after  took  passage  for 
home. 

In  the  summer  of  1864  Captain  Swift  took 
charge  of  the  “Argosy,”  a new  ship  built  at  War- 
ren by  that  excellent  shipwright,  Jesse  Davis,  but 
owned  by  Providence  parties.  In  her  he  sailed 
with  a cargo  of  general  merchandise,  for  San 
Francisco,  and  remained  from  home  until  the  sjum- 
mer  of  1868.  In  September.  1870,  he  again  sailed. 
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going  to  X'alparaiso,  South  America,  and  arrived 
home  in  the  summer  of  1871,  tvhen  he  disposed  of 
his  ship  interests  and  bade  adieu  to  the  sea  which 
had  claimed  so  many  years  of  his  life.  A period 
of  forty-four  years  had  been  covered  from  his 
first  voyage  until  his  last,  and  deducting  the  few 
years  on  shore  it  will  be  seen  that  he  actually  spent 
at  sea  some  forty-one  years,  during  twenty-five  of 
which  he  sailed  as  master,  twelve  in  the  whaling 
and  thirteen  in  the  merchant  service. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  sea  Captain 
Swift  held  a number  of  responsible  positions.  On 
Jan.  II,  1870,  he  was  elected  a director  of  the 
National  Warren  Lank,  and  on  i\Iay  30,  1872,  he 
became  its  president,  an  office  which  he  retained 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  On  Jan.  14, 
1873,  he  was  made  a director  of  the  National  Eagle 
Bank,  of  Providence.  On  July  5,  1881,  he  was 
elected  trustee  of  the  W'arren  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, in  place  of  George  T.  Gardiner,  deceased,  and 
on  Aug.  2,  1888,  was  made  president  of  the  institu- 
tion to  take  the  place  of  George  Barton,  deceased. 
To  those  who  knew  him  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
that  these  evidences  of  public  confidence  were  not 
misplaced. 

Captain  Edward  Alonzo  Swift  was  a man  of 
more  than  ordinary  capacity.  He  had  the  strong, 
commanding  presence  which  well  indicated  his 
character.  His  ingenuity  in  attempting  and  in 
succeeding  in  setting  the  broken  jaw  of  one  of 
his  crew,  while  on  a voyage,  was  but  one  indica- 
tion of  the  resourcefulness  of  the  man.  The 
operation  was  pronounced  later,  by  a skilled  sur- 
geon, as  well  and  scientifically  done,  and  the  suf- 
ferer was  as  well  ojif  as  if  he  had  had  regular  medi- 
cal attendance.  A hundred  such  incidents  might 
be  enumerated,  if  space  permitted,  to  show  how 
completely  Captain  Swift  was  equii)ped  for  the  life 
he  led  for  so  long  a time.  In  those  rough  situa- 
tions, where  brutality  was  so  often  the  rule,  his 
attitude  to  his  men,  while  firm  and  unyielding,  was, 
as  above  shown,  that  also  of  a reasonable  com- 
mander and  a sympathetic  leader. 

One  after  another  the  sturdy  shipmasters  of 
other  years  and  conditions  are  lost  to  human  view, 
passing  out  of  port  on  their  last  long  voyage,  and 
with  each  of  them  passes  away  some  fragment  of 
maritime  history,  something  which  no  other  can 
relate,  and  a pity  it  seems  that  these  thrilling  recol- 
lections can  not  be  fittingly  preserved  for  the  de- 
lectation and  instruction  of  those  who  come  after, 
to  whom,  under  changed  conditions,  such  experi- 
ences will  never  come.  At  it  is,  for  each  detail 
remembered  there  remain  a hundred  forgotten. 
It  may  be  said  with  truth  that  Captain  Swift  held 
no  position  on  sea  or  land  which  he  did  not  fill 
with  honor  to  himself  and  advantage  to  his  em- 
ployers. 

Captain  Swift  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
has  lieen  previously  mentioned.  After  her  death 
he  married,  in  1885,  Dora  Alartin,  a daughter  of 


Capt.  Joseph  iMartin,  formerly  a well  known  ship- 
master of  Warren,  R.  I.  They  had  one  daughter, 
Dora  Bigelow  Swift,  born  in  April,  1890. 

Captain  Swift  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Washington  Lodge,  A.  E. 
& A.  M.  He  was  a regular  attendant  of  St.  Mark’s 
Episcopal  Church  at  Warren. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Warren  Institution  for  Savings,  held  Oct.  i, 
1895,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

‘‘Resolved : That  in  our  late  president,  Capt. 
Edward  A.  Swift,  his  associates  are  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  officer  whose  strict  in- 
tegrity and  unvarHng  fidelity  to  the  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him,  together  with  untiring  zeal  and 
earnest  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  institution 
which  he  served,  won  for  him  their  highest  esteem 
and  fullest  confidence ; and  the  knowledge  that 
his  presence  has  gone  forth  from  them  forever, 
fills  them  with  the  most  profound  regret.”  This 
document  bears  the  signatures  of  the  officials  of 
the  institution,  and  represented  the  individual 
sentiments  of  the  whole  directing  board.  Similar 
resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  National  Warren  Bank. 

WILKINSON.  The  name  of  Wilkinson  has 
been  of  record  in  America  since  the  earliest  Colon- 
ial days.  The  first  of  the  family  in  the  New  World 
was 

( I ) Lieut.  Lawrance  Whlkinson,  son  of  Wil- 
liam, and  grandson  of  Lawrance  Wilkinson,  of 
Lanchester,  County  Durham,  England,  who  took 
early  service  as  a lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Army, 
fighting  on  the  side  of  Charles  I.  against  Cromwell. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  fall  of  Newcastle, 
his  estates  being  sequestered  by  Parliament.  He 
then  embarked  for  New  England,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  child,  locating  at  Providence,  where  in 
1657  received  a grant  of  land.  Thrift  and  energy 
soon  won  for  him  a large  estate,*  and  the  marked 
qualities  of  his  character  in  due  time  brought  him 
into  prominence.  In  1659  he  was  chosen  commis- 
sioner, and  he  filled  that  office  again  in  1667.  He 
was  deputy  in  1667  and  in  1673.  He  heartily  sym- 
pathized with  his  friend  Roger  Williams  in  his 
doctrine  of  ‘‘Soul  Liberty.”  He  is  represented  as 
having  been  a man  of  great  firmness  and  decision 
of  character.  In  the  Indian  wars  he  is  said  to  have 
been  a fearless  soldier.  After  a long  and  useful 
life  he  died  Aug.  9,  1692.  His  second  wife 
was  Susannah  Smith,  and  his  children  were:  Sus- 
annah, born  March  9,  1652;  John,  Alarch  2,  1654; 
Joanna,  iMarch  2,  1657;  and  Josiah  and  Susannah, 
in  Eebruary,  1662. 

(H ) John  Wilkinson,  son  of  Lieut.  Lawrance, 
born  i\ larch  2,  1654,  married  April  16.  1689,  Deb- 
orah Whipple,  who  was  born  Aug.  i,  1670.  and 
died  June  24.  1748.  Mr.  Wilkinson  lived  in  Provi- 
dence where  he  was  made  a freeman  in  1681.  He 
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was  deputy  in  1700  and  1706.  His  death  occurred 
April  10,  1708.  His  children  were:  John,  born 
March  16,  1690;  i\Iercy,  June  30,  1694;  Sarah, 
June '22,  1696;  Freelove,  June  26,  1701;  Daniel, 
june  8,  1702,  and  Jeremiah,  June  4,  1707. 

(III)  Jeremiah  Wilkinson,  son  of  John,  born 

June  4,  1707,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  was  married 
about  1738,  to  Elizabeth  Amy  Whipple.  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson early  removed  to  the  towm  of  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  and  there  took  up  land.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a man  of  strong  mind,  and  rather  stubborn 
disposition.  He  was  a birthright  member  of  the 
Societv  of  Friends,  attended  their  meetings  and 
died  in  their  faith.  His  children  were : William, 
born  July  31,  1739;  Jeremiah,  July  6,  1741; 

Simeon,  Sept.  24,  1743;  Benjamin,  Nov.  i,  1745; 
Patience  and  Amy,  March  20,  1747;  Marcy,  Aug. 
14,  1750;  Jemima,  Nov.  29,  1752;  Stephen,  Jan. 
29,  1755;  Jeptha,  April  3,  1757;  Elizabeth,  Dec. 
6,  1760;  and  Deborah,  Aug.  28,  1764. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Wilkinson  (2),  son  of  Jere- 
miah, born  July  6,  1741,  married  (first)  Hope 
IMosier,  and  after  her  death  he  married  (second) 
Elizabeth  Southwick.  He  lived  on  the  old  \\  il- 
kinson  place  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.  From  a boy  he 
exhibited  great  skill  and  ingenuity  in  making  any 
article  his  fancy  suggested.  A forge  had  been 
established  by  his  grandfather,  and  furnished  a 
part  of  the  employment  of  his  ancestors  for  two  or 
three  generations'  He  not  only  \vrought  in  iron 
and  steel,  but  also  in  gold  and  silver,  melting  and 
making  silver  coins  into  spoons,  the  first  of  the  kind 
made  in  that  vicinity.  He  made  hand  cards  for 
carding  wool,  and  invented  a machine  for  cutting 
and  bending  the  wire  of  which  the  teeth  were 
made  at  the  same  movement.  He  drew  his  own 
wire  by  horse-power,  and  it  is  believed  he  drew 
the  first  wire  that  was  drawn  in  the  Colony  or 
in  America,  but  his  reputation  was  made  in  the 
cutting  of  nails  from  cold  iron.  “Wishing  some 
nails  for  the  house  he  was  building  at  Smithfield 
during  the  Revolution,  and  not  being  able  to  ob- 
tain them,  he  directed  some  Spanish  hoops  to  be 
cut  in  the  form  of  nails  and  used  them  in  the 
erection  of  his  dwelling.”  He  made  card  tacks 
from  cold  iron,  and  from  time  to  time  he  improved 
machines  for  cutting  nails.  It  is  believed  he  is 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  first  man  in 
starting  these  three  very  important  branches  of 
American  industry — drawing  wire,  card  making, 
nail  cutting — and  of  being  the  inventor  of  the 
original  machines  by  which  the  work  was  done. 
He  was  also  a good  farmer  and  horticulturist  as 
well.  He' died  Jan.  29,  1831,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninetv.  His  children  were:  Anna,  born  March 
10,  1768;  Garner,  iMay  28,  1769:  Jeremiah,  Jan. 
25»  1771:  Jonathan,  Feb.  22.  1772;  Job,  Jan.  21, 
1774  (all  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Ruth,  born  Feb. 
26,  1779:  Elizabeth.  March  8,  1781;  Daniel.  Jan. 
3,  1783  ; Judith,  May  29,  1785;  Lydia,  Sept.  27, 


1786;  and  James,  Oct.  8,  1788  (to  the  second  mar- 
riage). 

(\')  James  Wilkinson,  son  of  Jeremiah  (2), 
born  Oct.  8,  1788,  married  Nov.  4,  1813,  Rowena 
Aldrich.  i\Ir.  \\  ilkinson  was  a very  ingenious 
man.  His  great  mechanical  skill  is  exhibited  not 
only  in  the  articles  he  made,  but  also  in  the  fact  that 
he  made  the  tools  with  which  to  manufacture  the 
articles.  Specimens  of  wire  drawn  by  him  so  fine 
that  the  orifice  would  not  admit  the  light  are  still 
preserved,  and  a sample  shown  at  the  great  wire 
works  in  \\'orcester.  Mass.,  was  pronounced  to  be 
the  production  of  master  w'orkman.  Mr.  Wilkinson 
was  an  excellent  mathematician,  and  exceedingly 
skillful  with  the  i)en  and  surveying  instruments.  As 
a designer  he  had  few  equals,  and  had  he  made  this 
his  business,  and  put  himself  in  the  way  of  em- 
ployment, he  could  have  amassed  a fortune.  The 
works  he  has  left  behind  him  are  exceedingly  curi- 
ous. A little  steel  trap  to  catch  flies,  perfect  in 
all  of  its  parts,  chain,  spring,  jaws,  teeth,  etc.,  and 
so  small  that  when  opened  it  was  no  larger  than  a 
small  pea,  was  one  of  his  most  ingenious  inven- 
tions. But  he  was  not  only  great  in  little  things, 
for  all  his  works  were  eminently  useful.  He  died 
July  19,  1862.  His  children  were:  Alcy  A.,  born 
June  4,  1815;  James  A.,  June  4,  1817;  Jeremiah 
A.,  April  II,  1819;  Arnold  A.,  April  25,  1823; 
Rowena  A.,  Dec.  4,  1825  ; and  Jane  E.,  Dec.  26, 
1831. 

(VI)  Arnold  Aldrich  Vhlkinson,  son  of 
James,  w^as  born  April  25,  1823,  in  Cumberland, 
R.  L,  and  there  his  early  life  was  spent.  When 
a young  man  he  came  to  Providence,  and  for  some 
time  was  employed  in  the  mechanical  department 
of  the  Providence  iMachine  Company,  and  later 
spent  several  years  in  New  York,  being  connected 
w’ith  a large  provision  establishment.  Returning 
to  Providence  he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  coal  business,  and  continued  there  un- 
til he  disposed  of  his  business  interests  to  become 
superintendent  of  the  American  Multiple  Fabric 
Company,  and  so  continued  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Providence,  Dec.  12,  1881.  He  mar- 
ried Emeline  Hill,  born  in  Slatersville,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Allen  and  Ruth  Howland 
(Slade)  Hill,  and  she  died  Jan.  23,  1892,  aged 
sixty-seven  years.  Their  children  were : Wil- 
liam Arnold,  born  March  10,  1850;  Charles  Allen, 
iMarch  3,  1852;  Edward  DeForest,  Jan.  17,  1856; 
Ro.wena  Alida,  June  20,  1859  (married  (first) 
Edwin  L.  Peck,  and  (second)  Lloyd  A.  Brayton, 
and  resides  in  Providence)  ; and  Arnold  A.,  May 
I,  1862  (is  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Multiple  Fabric  Company,  of  Providence). 

(\TI)  Wir.LLVM  Arxoi-d  Wilkinson,  son  of 
Arnold  A.,  was  born  iMarch  10,  1850,  in  Provi- 
dence, and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  later  graduating  from  a business  college. 
After  leaving  the  latter  he  entered  the  employ 
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of  the  S.  AV.  Baker  Manufacturing  Company,  as 
a clerk,  was  later  appointed  agent,  and  when  the 
firm  was  changed  to  the  American  Multiple  Fabric 
Company,  a corporation,  he  became  agent  and 
treasurer.  He  held  these  two  positions  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  but  was  later  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
Arnold  A.,  as  agent,  still,  however,  retaining  the 
offices  of  president  and  treasurer.  The  company 
manufactures  multiple  woven  goods,  including 
dryer  felts,  calico  printers'  blankets,  drawing  and 
preparing  aprons  for  worsted,  webbing,  file  hose, 
etc.  It  is  one  of  the  very  prosperous  concerns  of 
the  city,  and  much  of  its  success  is  due  to  the 
enterprise  and  energy  of  i\Ir.  AAjlkinson. 

Air.  Wilkinson  is  also  president  of  the  E.  DeF. 
Wilkinson  Company,  importers  and  manufacturers 
of  calico  printers’  and  engravers’  supplies,  and  is 
also  connected  with  various  other  manufacturing 
concerns  in  Providence  and  Fall  River.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank.  In  politics 
Air.  Wilkinson  is  a Republican,  but  he  takes  but 
a good  citizen’s  interest  in  public  matters.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade, 
the  Squantum  Association  and  the  Wannamoisett 
Golf  Club. 

(Jn  Feb.  13,  1873,  Air.  AA’ilkinson  married  in 
Providence,  Jessie  B.  A’alentine,  born  Feb.  13. 
1854,  in  Fall  River,  Alass.,  daughter  of  William 
and  Alartha  \Mlentine,  and  she  died  June  10,  1885, 
the  mother  of  three  children;  Jessie  Alaude,  born 
June  21,  1874;  Walter  E.,  born  Dec.  27,  1880, 
who  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  Alilitary 
Academy  at  Chester,  Pa.,  and  now  residing  in 
Providence  ( he  married  Grace  Ryder,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  they  have  one  son,  Walter  E..  Jr.)  ; and 
Effie  A.,  horn  June  2,  1885. 

(ATI)  Ch.\rles  Allen  AATlkixson,  son  of 
Arnold  A.,  was  born  Alarch  3,  1853,  in  Eall  River, 
Alass.,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  Scholfield’s  Business  College,  graduat- 
ing from  the  commercial  department.  After  leaving 
school  he  was  connected  with  the  Allendale  Com- 
pany, as  bookkeeper  for  about  two  years,  and  then 
entered  the  old  Union  Bank  as  a bookkeeper,  re- 
maining there  for  about  fourteen  years.  He  next 
became  associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  AAA  S. 
Hough,  Jr.,  and  Dutee  AATlcox,  in  the  jewelry 
manufacturing  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
AAA  S.  Hough,  Jr.,  & Co.,  the  factory  being  located 
at  Providence.  Air.  AA’ilkinson  was  in  charge  of 
the  New  York  office,  his  residence  being  in  Brook- 
lyn. This  partnership  continued  for  about  ten 
years,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Air.  AA'ilkinson 
and  Air.  AVilcox  formed  a partnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  C.  A.  AA’ilkinson  & Co.,  to  engage 
in  the  manufacture  of  optical  goods. 

Air.  AA'dkinson  was  married,  Oct.  28,  1874,  to 
Eliza  Rohbins  Hough,  born  Oct.  18,  1854,  daugh- 
ter of  AA’alter  S.  and  Sarah  E.  (Burroughs) 
Plough,  a record  of  which  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Three  children  have  been 


born  to  this  union,  namely : Howard  Hough,  born 
Dec.  20,  1876,  educated  in  the  Brooklyn  high  school 
and  Brown  FTiversity,  married  Harriet  L.  Hues- 
tis,  of  Providence;  Frederick  Charles,  born  Feb. 

16,  1879;  and  Ralph  Allen,  born  June  ii,  1883. 
All  of  Air.  AA’ilkinson’s  sons  are  identified  with  the 
firm  of  C.  A.  AA^ilkinson  & Co. 

Air.  AA'ilkinson  in  early  manhood  united  with 
the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church,  and  after 
returning  to  Providence  from  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  be- 
came a member  of  the  All  Saints  Alemorial 
Church,  in  which  he  is  a member  of  the  vestry, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  Churchmen’s  Club  of 
Rhode  Island.  Airs.  AATlkinson  is  also  identified 
with  the  same  church. 

(VTI)  Edward  DeForest  AATlkinson,  son 
of  Arnold  A.,  was  born  in  Fall  River,  Alass.,  Jan. 

17,  1856,  and  practically  his  whole  life  was  spent 
m Providence.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
and  later  graduated  from  a business  a:ollege.  In 
business  life  his  early  training  was  in  the  manu- 
facturing jewelry  trade,  but  for  ten  years  prior  to 
his  death  he  had  been  a successful  importer  and 
dealer  in  calico  printers’  and  engravers’  supplie.s, 
with  an  office  on  Exchange  Place.  Air.  Wilkinson 
in  addition  to  being  a well  known  man  in  business 
circles  was  equally  as  prominent  in  social  and  fra- 
ternal circles.  He  was  a member  of  the  Squantum 
Association ; the  AA’annamoisett  Golf  Club ; the 
Providence  Board  of  Trade;  the  Jewelers’  League 
of  Providence;  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F. 
& A.  AT,  Providence  Chapter,  Providence  Coun- 
cil, St.  John’s  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and 
all  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree ; and  of  Palestine  Temple,  Alystic 
Shrine.  He  died  Alarch  16,  1900. 

On  June  13,  1883,  Air.  AATlkinson  was  married 
to  Helen  Louise,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Harriet 
F.  (Blake)  Stone,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  daughters:  Hazel  S..  born  Alarch  25,  1884, 
who  died  Alay  25,  1898 ; Nina  A.,  born  Nov.  25, 
1885  ; and  Helen  DeF.,  born  Sept.  10,  1894. 

JENKS,  JENCKS  or  JENCKES.  For  two 
hundred  and  sixty  and  more  years  this  name  has 
been  in  New  England,  and  for  a little  less  has  been 
a continuous  one  in  Rhode  Island,  where  through 
that  long  period  it  has  been  conspicuously  connected 
with  the  annals  of  the  Old  Colony  and  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  was  the  privilege  of  this  family’s 
progenitor  to  be  the  first  worker  in  iron  and  brass 
in  America — the  forerunner,  as  it  were,  of  a branch 
of  trade,  manufacturing,  which  has  been  the 
.State’s  chief  source  of  wealth  and  made  her  famous 
the  world  around ; and  from  that  beginning  there 
has  probably  not  been  a generation  up  to  tbe  pres- 
ent time  when  the  name  of  Jenks  has  not  been  at  the 
head  of  some  manufacturing  concern  in  the  State, 
and,  perhaps,  in  some  lines  the  most  extensive. 
Such  names,  in  this  connection,  as  Alvin  Jenks, 
and  his  sons,  Alvin  F.  and  Stephen  A.  Jenks,  presi- 
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dent  and  treasurer  respectively  of  the  Rales  .& 
Jenks  Machine  Company,  of  Pawtucket;  the  late 
Job  Jenks,  and  his  sons,  among  whom  were  George 
and  Nelson,  the  fathers,  respectively,  of  Edwin 
Jenks,  the  present  president  of  the  E.  Jenks  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  Pawtucket,  and  of  the  late 
Hon.  Horace  A.  Jenks;  Hon.  Henry  E.  Jenks,  now 
at  the  head  of  another  of  the  large  industries  of 
that  busy  manufacturing  city  of  which  Joseph 
Jenckes,  one  of  the  Colonial  members  of  the  family, 
was  the  founder;  .and  the  brothers  John  J.  and 
Charles  W.  Jenks,  of  Providence,  extensive  manu- 
facturers of  paper  boxes.  All  have  secure  standing 
in  the  history  of  the  State’s  industrial  life. 

The  name  of  Jenckes,  too,  was  most  prominent 
in  the  public  life  of  Rhode  Island’s  Colonial  period, 
and  has  been  since  in  the  history  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  in  its  professional  life.  Hon.  Joseph 
Jenckes  was  several  times  a deputy  to  the  General 
Court,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  assistant,  and 
his  son,  who  bore  the  father’s  name,  was  many 
times  a deputy  to  the  General  Court,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Deputies,  assistant,  deputy  governor 
and  governor.  Major  Nathaniel  Jenckes,  a brother 
of  the  Governor,  was  also  prominent  in  public 
life,  and  in  the  military,  and  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Jenckes,  another  brother  of  the  Governor,  was  for 
years  pastor  of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  of  Provi- 
dence. Hon.  Daniel  Jenckes,  son  of  Rev.  Ebenezer, 
was  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  in  Providence, 
and  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  his  day,  who  for 
some  forty  years  was  a member  of  the  State  As- 
sembly, and  for  nearly  thirty  years  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Providence  County  Court.  Hon.  John 
Jenckes,  long  a representative  in  the  State  As- 
sembly, figured  prominently  in  connection  with  the 
business  affairs  of  the  Colony,  in  the  Revolution, 
and  was  himself  a soldier  and  patriot,  a member 
of  the  Council  of  War.  A direct  descendant  in 
this  line  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  was  the  late  Daniel 
Cushing  Jenckes,  long  a leading  merchant  of  Provi- 
dence, whose  son,  Hon.  John  Jenckes,  of  Barring- 
ton, which  town  he  has  represented  in  both 
branches  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly,  is  still  in  ac- 
tive life.  Then  in  the  line  of  Major  Nathaniel  Jenckes 
came  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Allen  Jenckes,  one 
of  the  eminent  lawyers  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar, 
long  a member  of  the  United  States  Congress — 
the  founder  of  civil  service  reform,  in  whose  career 
the  State  has  taken  a just  pride,  and  whose  son, 
Thomas  Jenckes  (2),  is  worthily  perpetuating  the 
father’s  name,  at  this  time  a distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  Bar.  And  through  another 
line  came  Prof.  John  M’hipple  Jenks,  of  Brown 
University  connection  and  note,  at  one  time  pro- 
fessor of  Agricultural  Zoology  and  Curator  of 
the  University  iMuseum,  one  of  whose  children, 
Elisha  Tucker  Jenks,  is  a machinist  and  inventor, 
and  another,  IMiss  Sada  B.  Jenks,  is  known  as  a 
scholar,  teacher,  lecturer  and  Christian  laborer. 
These  and  others  bearing  the  name  are  worthy  a 


place  in  the  annals  of  the  old  families  of  Rhode 
Island. 

(I)  Josei)h  Jenckes  was  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  as 
early  as  1645.  came  to  America,  says  family 
tradition,  a widower,  from  Hammersmith,  or 
Hounslow,  County  of  JMiddlesex,  or  Colebrook,  in 
the  edge  of  Bucks,  near  London.  The  family 
there  is  descended  from  the  Welsh  or  ancient 
Britons,  and  the  name  is  of  distinctively  Welsh 
origin,  being  formerly  written  Jenk-yn,  meaning 
“the  man  with  the  short  arm.”  Robert  Jenckes 
was  of  Wolverton  (manor),  parish  of  Eaton- 
Underwood,  Shropshire,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
HI.  One  Herbert  Jenks,  Esq.,  possessed  Wolver- 
ton about  1640,  and  his  estate  fell  to  his  heirs 
by  a daughter. 

Joseph  Jenckes,  of  Lynn,  it  is  said,  was  a “very 
ingenious  man,”  and  was  induced  by  the  second 
Gov.  Winthrop  to  establish  the  “iron  and  steel 
works”  in  Lynn,  about  1642,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
was  the  first  worker  in  iron  and  brass  in  America. 
He  had  a son,  Joseph,  born  in  England,  and  per- 
haps another  son,  who  may  have  gone  south,_  and 
become  the  progenitor  of  the  name  in  South  Caro- 
lina ; and  by  a second  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  July,  1679,  had,  probably,  Sarah,  certainly 
Samuel,  born  at  Lynn  in  1654;  Deborah,  born 
June  II,  1658;  John,  born  July  27,  1660;  and 

Daniel,  born  April  19,  1663. 

(H)  Joseph  Jenckes  (2),  born  in  1632,  in  Eng- 
land,  married  Esther,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Ballard.  On  coming  to  x^merica  i\lr. 
Jenckes  resided  for  a short  time  in  Concord,  then 
at  Warwick,  and  later  at  Providence.  He  was 
given  land  in  1669  on  either  side  of  the  Pawtucket 
for  the  employ  of  his  sawmill.  In  1661  he  bought 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Providence,  which  was  near 
Pawtucket  Falls.  Here  he  established  his  forge, 
sawmill,  etc.,  practically  founding  the  city  of  Paw- 
tucket. In  1676,  during  King  Philip’s  war,  his 
forge  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians.  He  became 
a freeman  in  1677,  was  deputy  in  1679-80-81,  was 
assistant  much  of  the  time  from  1680  to  1698,  and 
also  sustained  other  important  relations  to  the  Col- 
ony. Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1717-  Their 
children  were:  Joseph,  born  in  1656;  Elizabeth, 
in  1658;  Sarah,  in  1660;  Nathaniel,  Jan.  29,  1662; 
Esther-,  in  1664;  Ebenezer,  in  1669;  Joanna,  in 
1672;  -Abigail,  in  16 — ; and  William,  in  1675. 

(Ill)  Joseph  Jenckes  (3),  born  in  1656, mar- 
ried (first)  Martha  Brown,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Holmes)  Brown,  and  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  Chad  Brown,  a co-laborer  with  Roger  \\’il- 
liafns.  He  married  (second)  Feb.  3,  1727,  -Alice 
Dexter,  widow  of  John,  and  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Whipple)  Smith.  ]\Ir.  Jenckes  was  a resi- 
dent of  Providence,  and  became  prominent  in  the 
public  affairs  of  the  Colony.  He  was  made  a free- 
man in  1681,  was  deputy  in  1691-98-99-1700  and 
to  1708,  inclusive;  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Deputies  in  1698-99-1707-08;  major  of  the 
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main  in  1707-08-09-10-1 1 ; assistant  in 
1708-09-10-1 1-12 : deputy  governor  from  1715 
to  1727,  inclusive;  and  governor  from  1727 
to  1732,  inclusive.  He  died  June  15,  1740. 
His  wife,  Alice,  died  Feb.  19,  1736.  His  children 
were:  Josei^h,  Obadiah,  Catherine,  Nathaniel, 

iMartha,  Lydia,  John,  IMary  and  Esther,  all  horn  to 
the  first  marriage. 

(I\')  Nathaniel  Jenckes,  son  of  Gov.  Joseph, 
married  Nov.  i,  1718,  Katherine  Scott,  a lineal 
descendant  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  and  Phillipa 
(Ferrers)  Cireene,  of  Houghton  and  Greenes  Nor- 
ton. To  the  marriage  came  the  following  children : 
Anna,  who  married  Jonathan  Foster;  IMartha,  who 
married  David  Harris;  John;  Katherine,  who  mar- 
ried John  Olney;  and  Joseph. 

(III)  i\Iajor  Nathaniel  Jenckes,  son  of  Joseph 
Jenckes  (2),  horn  Jan.  29,  1662,  married  Nov.  4, 
1686,  Flannah  Bosworth,  and  was  a resident  of 
Providence.  He  was  made  a -freeman  in  1690, 
served  in  1700  as  captain  of  the  militia,  and  later 
held  the  office  of  major.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  jnihlic  affairs,  serving  as  deputy  in  1709-10  and 
1713.  On  Hay  2,  1711,  he  and  his  brother,  Joseph, 
were  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  build 
a bridge  at  Pawtucket.  He  was  a member  of  the 
town  council  from  1719  to  1723,  inclusive.  Major 
Jenckes  died  Aug.  ii,  1723,  and  his  wife,  Hannah, 
passed  away  in  the  same  year.  Their  children 
were:  Jonathan,  horn  in  1688;  Nathaniel,  horn 
Jan.  4,  1702-03;  Hannah,  who  died  in  1739;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Owen. 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Jenckes  (2),  son  of  Major 

Nathaniel,  horn  Jan.  4,  1702-03,  married,  Feb.  28, 
1722-23,  Lydia  Arnold,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Smith)  Arnold,  and  their  children  were: 
Martha,  born  March  14,  1723,  married  (first) 

AhraTn  Scott  and  (second)  Josiah  Jenks;  Stephen, 
born  IMay  8,  I/26,  married  Sarah  Hawkins,  daiggh- 
ter  of  Elijah  Hawkins;  and  Lydia,  horn  Sept.  3, 
1728,  married  Christopher  Brown.  For  his  second 
wife  ]\Ir.  Jenckes  married  Bridget  Blake,  and  they 
had  four  children:  Johanna,  horn  June  18,  1730; 
Ichabod,  horn  Jan.  2,  1731-32;  and  James  and 
Jemima,  twins,  born  Oct.  13,  1733,  the  former  of 
whom  married  Margaret  Bayley. 

(\’)  Capt.  Stephen  Jenckes,  son  of  Nathaniel 
(2),  born  ]\Jay  3 (or  8),  1726,  married  S'arah  Haw- 
kins, daughter  of  Elijah,  and  their  children  were: 
Eleazer,  born  iMarch  3,  1747  (died  in  1822)  ; Na- 
thaniel, June  3,  1749  (died  in  1830)  ; Moses,  Sept. 
14,  1751;  Stephen,  March  31,  1756;  Benjamin, 
Sept.  2,  1758;  and  Jerahmeel,  July  18,  1762.  The 
eldest  two  were  horn  in  Smithfield,  and  the  others 
in  Providence. 

(\T)  Stephen  Jenckes  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Ste- 
phen. horn  March  31,  1756,  married  (first)  Nov. 
19,  1775,  3Iarcy,  horn  June  23,  1757,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Amy  Arnold,  of  Smithfield,  and  their 
children  were:  Arnold,  horn  April  5,  1776;  Sarah, 


in  1778  (died  Oct.  23,  1796)  ; Stephen,  April  8, 
1780  (died  in  1785)  ; David,  Dec.  5,  1782  (died  in 
1859)  i George,  Oct.  19,  1785  (died  in  1825)  ; 
Sahra,  June  3,  1788  (died  in  i\lay,  1827)  ; Nathan^ 
Jan.  24,  1791  (died  in  1801)  ; Lydia,  3Iay  13,  1793 
(died  Dec.  16,  1826)  ; Lyndon,  Jan.  7,  1796  (died 
Dec.  2,  1848)  ; Alvin,  July  24,  1798  (died  Jan.  15, 
1856)  ; and  Jerahmeel,'  Nov.  3,  1800  (died  Dec. 
15,  1853).  The  first  child  was  born  in  Smithfield, 
the  second,  third  and  fourth  in  Spencer,  3Iass., 
and  the  others  in  North  Providence.  Stephen 
Jenckes  married  for  his  second  wife  Ruth  Arnold,, 
sister  of  his  first  wife. 

(VH)  Alvin  Jenks,  son  of  Stephen  (2),  horn 
July  24,  1798,  in  the  village  of  Pawtucket,  married 
(first)  Abigail  Comstock,  (second)  Elsie  Briggs, 
and  (third)  Sally  Fales.  Two  children  were  horn 
to  the  first  union,  Nathan  C.  and  Alonzo  Leland ; 
the  former,  born  Nov.  23,  1821,  died  Jan.  19,  1902. 
One  child  who  died  in  infancy  was  born  to  the 
second  marriage,  and  eight  children  came  to  the 
third,  four  of  them  dying  when  young ; the  others 
were:  Alvin  F..  horn  Aug.  23,  1828:  Stephen  A., 
horn  Dec.  24,  1833 ; Sarah  A.,  horn  Nov.  18,  1836 
(who  married  John  R.  Jerauld)  ; and  Ida  E.,  horn 
Feb.  8,  1845  (^Ls.  Beede). 

Mr.  Jenks,  in  1830,  in  company  with  David  G. 
Fales,  his  brother-in-law,  began  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  machinery  in  Central  Falls,  the  firm  name 
being  Fales  & Jenks,  which  has  given  the  name  to 
one  of  the  most  fiourishing  corporations  of  Paw- 
tucket. Their  business  was  started  in  a rented 
shop,  and  the  first  piece  of  work  they  made  was  a 
spooler  for  a firm  in  Richmond,  W.  In  1833  they 
began  the  manufacture  of  Hubbard’s  patent  rotary 
pump.  The  patent  had  long  since  expired,  but  they 
added  many  improvements  to  the  old  original  de- 
sign, and  so  perfected  the  machine  as  to  gain  al- 
most a monopoly  of  the  manufacture  of  such 
pumps.  In  1845  they  began  to  make  ring  spinning 
frames,  and  in  1846  made  ring  twisters,  which 
were  among  the  first  of  such  machines  in  the 
country.  In  the  course  of  time  Mr.  John  R.  Fales, 
son  of  David  G.,  and  Alvin  F.  and  Stephen  A. 
Jenks,  sons  of  Alvin  Jenks,  were  admitted  to  the 
firm ; and  as  death  removed  the  elder  IMr.  Jenks 
and  Air.  David  G.  Fales  retired,  they  constituted 
the  company  and  retained  the  old  name.  In  1859 
they  built  a furnace  for  castings,  and  two  years 
afterward  they  enlarged  their  operations  to  a con- 
siderable extent.  In  1865  they  purchased  several 
acres  of  land  in  Pawtucket,  and  reared  their  ex- 
tensive machine  shops  and  large  foundry  on  Dex- 
ter street,  in  that  city.  In  1876  they  obtained  an 
act  of  incorporation  under  the  name  of  Fales  & 
Jenks  ATachine  Company. 

(\TH)  Alvix  F.  Jenks,  son  of  Alvin  and  Sally 
(Fales)  Jenks,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Central 
I'alls,  R.  I..  Aug.  23.  1828.  His  early  education 
was  acquired  in  a private  school  which  was  con- 
ducted on  Alill  street  at  that  time,  and  later  he  at- 
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tended  the  old  Jones  school,  in  Pawtucket,  complet- 
ing his  education  in  East  Greenwich  Academy.  At 
the  conclusion  of  his  school  days  he  at  once  entered 
the  machine  shop  of  Kales  & Jenks,  which  at  that 
time  was  located  on  Mill  street.  Central  Kails,  and 
was  conducted  by  his  grandfather,  Stephen,  and  an 
uncle  of  Mr.  Jenks.  these  being  founders  of  the 
business  now  carried  on  by  the  Kales  & Jenks  Ma- 
chine Company.  As  a young  man  he  worked  his 
way  through  the  various  departments,  giving  care- 
ful study  to  the  different  branches  in  order  that  he 
might  acquire  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  work  which  the  concern  turned  out. 
After  several  years  in  the  shop  he  was  taken  into 
partnership,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to  Kales 
& Jenks  Sons.  The  business  was  conducted  under 
this  caption  for  some  time,  but  several  years  ago 
was  changed  back  again  to  the  old  name  of  the 
Kales  & Jenks  Machine  Company,  Alvin  K.  Jenks 
being  elected  president  of  the  corporation.  In 
addition  to  his  interest  in  the  machine  business  Mr. 
Jenks  was  a stockholder  of  the  Lnited  States  Cot- 
ton Company,  being  also  president  of  that  corpora- 
tion. He  was  a director  in  the  Pawtucket  Manu- 
facturing Company  and  the  E.  Jenks  Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

i\lr.  Jenks  was  known  as  a generous-hearted 
friend,  a good  companion,  and  a public-spirited 
citizen.  In  about  1888  he  presented  to  the  Central 
Palls  Eire  District  of  the  town  of  Lincoln  a tract 
of  land  which  he  improved  for  a public  park,  and 
the  result  was  one  of  the  finest  and  prettiest  small 
parks  in  Rhode  Island,  known  as  the  Jenks  Park  in 
honor  of  the  donor. 

]\Ir.  Jenks  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  for  many  years  been  a 
member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  P.  & A.  M., 
Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  Holy  Sepul- 
chre Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  all  of  the  city 
of  Pawtucket,  and  the  Scottish  Rite  iNIasons  and 
Aleppo  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Boston.  He 
passed  away  Aug.  5,  1900. 

On  Sept.  9,  l849^Alvin  K.  Jenks  married  Eliza 
Whitford,  who  was  born  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  Aug. 
23,  1829,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Sherman)  Whitford,  of  Exeter.  i\Irs.  Jenks  died 
Oct.  5,  1863,  and  he  married  (second)  Emma 
Bray.  There  were  four  children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage, namely:  (i)  Sarah  E.,  born  Aug.  18,  1854, 
married  (first)  July  27,  1881,  A.  Llewellyn  Ellis, 
who  was  born  Oct.  3,  1854,  and  died  June  3,  1887. 
She  subsequently  married  Thomas  Holgate.  One 
daughter  came  to  the  first  marriage,  Elorence 
Jenks  Ellis,  born  March  3,  1884,  who  married 
Sept.  23,  1904,  Clifford  W'endell  Chapman,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  (2)  Jane,  born  Feb.  23,  185(4 
married  Dr.  Frank  L.  Southen,  of  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Jennie  Jenks.  (3) 
Albert  Alvin,  born  Nov.  i,  1859,  married  Anna 
Rice,  and  has  two  sons.  (4)  Stephen  Whitford, 
born  Oct.  31,  1862,  lives  in  Barrington,  R.  I.  B> 


his  second  marriage  i\Ir.  Jenks  had  one  daughter, 
Edith  J.,  born  Aug.  ii,  1879,  who' married  Am- 
brose Gains,  and  has  one  daughter,  iMargaret,  born 
Sept.  17,  1903. 

(V)  Ichabod  Jenks,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2),  born 
Jan.  2,  1731-32,  married,  and  among  his  large  fam- 
ily of  children  were : Levi,  David,  Abner,  Samuel, 
Ichabod  and  Israel.  Of  these  David  and  Abner 
removed  to  Massachusetts. 

(VI)  Levi  Jenks,  son  of  Ichabod,  married  Ruth 
Bowers,  and  among  their  children  were  four  sons : 
Thomas,  Levi,  Sylvester  and  Edward.  Of  these 
Sylvester  and  Edward  died  unmarried. 

(VII)  Levi  Jenks  (2),  son  of  Levi,  married 
Ruth  Harding,  and  their  children  were : David, 
Minerva  (married  Henry  Childs),  Alfred  B., 
Charles  and  Thomas. 

(Vni)  Alfred  B.  Jenks,  son  of  Levi  (2),  born 
Nov.  II,  1829,  in  Pawtucket,  married  Hannah 
Jackson,  and  their  children  were : John,  Amelia 
Alelissa  and  Charles  H. 

(IX)  Charles  H.  Jexks,  son  of  Alfred  B., 
born  Jan.  13,  1857,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  married  in 
-0876  Susan  E.  Baker,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  C.  and  Susan  M.  (Arming- 
ton)  Baker,  and  three  children  blessed  the  union, 
namely:  Hannah  May,  born  Sept.  10,  1877,  died 
Dec.  1 1,  1879;  Gertrude  A.,  born  March  10,  1881, 
married  Dewight  C.  Matteson,  and  died  Dec.  13, 
1903,  leaving  one  child,  Clinton  Jenks,  born  May 
30,  1903;  and  Henry  Irving,  born  Oct.  i,  1887, 
was  educated  in  the  Pawtucket  public  and  high 
schools,  and  after  working  for  a time  in  a drug 
store  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pawtucket  Times 
Publishing  Company,  where  he  now^  is. 

Mr.  Jenks  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  Then  be- 
gan with  him  the  practical  side  of  life,  as  an  employe 
of  the  R.  Bliss  [Manufacturing  Company.  Here 
through  his  aptness,  energy  and  perseverance  he 
learned  the  business  thoroughly,  and  step  by  step 
rose  to  the  head  of  the  finishing  department  of  the 
extensive  business  of  that  corporation.  He  was 
with  the  R.  Bliss  Company  from  1872  until  1899, 
and  for  ten  years  was  at  the  head  of  the  finishing 
department  of  that  corporation,  having  a number 
of  men  under  him.  In  1900  he  was  appointed  to 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  sewer  department 
of  the  city,  and  held  the  position  until  1907,  when 
he  moved  to  the  town  of  Cumberland  and  became 
engaged  in  the  poultry  raising  business,  and  there 
he  is  now  located. 

[Mr.  Jenks  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  has 
several  times  served  his  city  as  a member  of  its 
common  council,  being  elected  to  that  body  for 
the  terms  1894  and  1895  and  1896  and  1897.  He 
was  president  of  the  council  for  the  last  three  years 
of  that  time.  During  Mayor  Brown’s  administra- 
tion he  was  a member  of  the  license  hoard.  He  is 
identified  with  several  fraternal  orders,  as  a Mason 
being  a member  of  Lhiion  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
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I’awtucket  Chapter  and  Council,  Holy  Sepulchre 
Conimandery,  and  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  he  has  taken  an  active  part 
and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  up  to  grand  vice  dic- 
tator of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
His  religious  connections  are  with  St.  Paul’s  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Pawtucket. 

(III)  Rev.  Ebenezer  Jenckes,  son  of  Joseph 
Jenckes  (2),  born  in  1669,  married  May  4,  1695, 
Mary  Butterworth,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
Butterworth.  Mr.  Jenckes  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Providence  in  1719,  and 
continued  in  such  relations  with  it  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Aug.  14,  1726.  His  widow  died 
in  the  same  year.  Their  children  were:  Sarah, 
born  Dec.  26,  1695;  Elrenezer,  Sept.  17,  1699  (mar- 
ried Experience  Alartin)  ; Daniel,  Oct.  18,  1701 ; 
Phebe,  Jan.  16,  1703;  Rufus,  Dec.  18,  1704;  Rachel, 
Dec.  I,  1706;  Alary,  Oct.  17,  1708;  Joseph,  Jan. 
25,  1711;  Alercy,  Aug.  26,  1712;  Benjamin,  NMv. 
3,  1714;  Ereelove,  Sept.  13,  1717;  Noah,  Sept.  13, 
1717;  and  Josiah,  April  2,  1720. 

(IV)  Daniel  Jenckes,  son  of  Rev.  Ebenezer, 
born  Oct.  18  (or  8),  1701,  married  Alay  10,  1724, 
Joanna  Scott,  who  was  born  Dec.  ii,  1703,  and  died 
Alarch  13,  1796.  She  was  a descendant  of  Richard 
Scott,  who  came  to  America  in  1638,  and  was  one  of 
the  thirteen  original  proprietors  of  Providence. 
Their  children  were  : Alary  married  David  Harris ; 
Sarah  married  (first)  Christopher  Hopkins  and 
(second)  Ambrose  Page;  John  is  mentioned  below; 
Khoda  married  Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.,  the  eldest  of 
the  “Four  Brothers,”  and  father  of  the  Hon. 
Nicholas  Brown,  from  whom  Brown  University 
takes  its  name;  Joanna  married  Nicholas  Tilling- 
hast. 

Air.  Jenckes  became  a prominent  and  wealthy 
merchant  of  Providence,  and  as  well  distinguished 
in  public  life.  He  was  chosen  a member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  in  early  life,  and 
represented  his  town  most  efficiently  in  that  body 
for  some  forty  years.  He  was  for  nearly  thirty 
years  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Court.  His  ser- 
vices in  the  Assembly  covered  the  important  and 
stirring  times  just  before  the  Revolution.  At  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  in  1764,  to  take 
action  with  reference  to  the  “sugar”  and  “stamp” 
acts,  he  was  one  of  a committee  to  remonstrate 
with  the  English  government  against  those  acts. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
authorized  to  announce  to  the  mother  country  that 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island  meant  “to  assert  their 
rights  and  privileges  with  becoming  freedom  and 
spirit.” 

The  father  of  Air.  Jenckes  was  pastor  from  1719 
to  1726  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Providence, 
and  his  son  early  became  and  remained,  for  forty- 
eight  years,  an  active  member  of  the  church.  He 
was  a liberal  contributor  toward  the  erection  of  the 


meeting-house.  From  the  very  beginning  Air, 
Jenckes  was  mainly  interested  in  establishing  the 
new  college  in  Rhode  Island.  He  was  present  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  held  in  New- 
port, in  September,  1764,  where  he,  with  twenty- 
three  others,  qualified  himself  by  taking  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  charter,  and  subsequently  was 
active  in  its  interest.  He  was  trustee  of  the  col- 
lege from  1764  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1774.  He  gave  liberally  toward  the 
erection  of  “University  Hall.” 

(V)  John  Jenckes,  son  of  Judge  Daniel,  born 
Nov.  4,  1730,  married  (perhaps  first)  Dec.  3,  1751, 
Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Cory,  of  Newport, 
R.  I.;  (second)  May  27,  1759,  Ereelove  Crawford, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Susannah;  and  (third) 
Abigail  Bowers.  One  child,  Hannah  J.,  born  Oct. 
15,  1757  (died  in  1758),  is  of  town  record  to  the 
first  marriage,  and  the  following  came  to  the  sec- 
ond: Rufus,  born  Dec.  13,  1759,  married  Anna 
Whipple,  and  died  in  1780;  Daniel,  born  Alarch  14, 

1761,  married  Mr.  Dolbear ; Joanna,  born  Sept.  6, 

1762,  married  (first)  Joseph  Russell  and  (second) 
D.  S.  Barnes,  and  died  July  4,  i8;^5  ; Joseph,  born 
Feb.  II,  1764,  married  Alary  Bowers  in  1788; 
Crawford,  born  Oct.  14,  1765,  died  in  1789;  Scott, 
born  Sept,  i,  1767,  married  Sarah  Updyke  in  1790, 
and  died  in  1823 ; John,  born  Alarch  10,  1769,  died 
in  1849;  AA  illUui,  born  Sept.  14,  1770,  married 
Elizabeth  Brown  in  1790,  and  died  in  1792;  Susa, 
born  Feb.  29,  1772,  died  in  1774;  Ebenezer,  born 
Nov.  14,  1773,  married  Alary  Throop  Nightingale 
in  1795,  and  died  in  the  year  1799;  Polly,  born 
Dec.  9,  1775,  married  (first)  Benjamin  Cushing  in 
1794  and  (second)  AVilliam  N.  Rhodes,  and  died 
in  1859;  Amos  Throop,  born  in  1778,  married  Re- 
becca Carter,  and  died  in  1809. 

Air.  Jenckes  took  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town  and  State,  just 
before,  during  and  after  the  Revolution.  He  was 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Provi- 
dence in  1772-73-74-75,  from  North  Providence  in 
1779-80-81-82-83,  and  again  from  Providence  in 
1785-86-88-89.  In  January,  1774,  he  was  one  of 
the  committee  to  correspond  with  the  neighboring 
towns  on  all  matters  thought  to  affect  the  liberties 
of  America.  In  December,  1774,  he  was  one  of  a 
committee  to  purchase  powder,  lead  and  flints,  and 
in  October,  1775,  he  was  one  of  a committee  to 
act  during  the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  upon  any 
sudden  emergency,  with  full  power  to  act  for  the 
safety  of  the  Colony.  In  February,  1776,  he  was 
one  of  a committee  to  erect  a powder  mill,  and  in 
July  of  that  same  year  he  was  appointed  a commit- 
tee. with  the  Governor,  to  fit  out  a vessel  to  pro- 
cure powder,  arms  and  warlike  stores.  His  name 
a])pears  on  similar  important  committees  all  through 
the  war.  In  Alay,  1779.  he  was  chosen  a member 
of  the  Council  of  AVar,  and  again  in  1780.  He 
was  one  of  a committee,  chosen  in  October.  1784, 
to  present  the  address  of  welcome  of  the  General 
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Assembly  to  the  INlarquis  de  La  Fayette.  He  died 
Jan.  2,  1791. 

(VI)  John  Jenckes  (2),  son  of  John,  born 

i\Iarch  10,  1769,  died  in  1849.  He  married  (first) 
Oct.  22,  1793,  Elizabeth  Cushing,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Cushing,  and  (second)  Jan.  19,  1837,  Deb- 
orah Hill,  of  Smithfield,  now  Lincoln.  His  children, 
all  by  the  first  marriage,  were:  (i)  John  Craw- 
ford, born  Aug.  4,  1794,  died  near  Oquawka,  111., 
Jan.  18,  1846.  (2)  Benjamin  Cushing,  born  Nov. 

4,  1795,  died  in  Oquawka,  111.,  Dec.  3,  1868.  (3) 

Ann  Eliza,  born  April  5,  1797,  died  Sept.  28,  1825. 
(4)  Rufus  J.,  born  Oct.  8,  1798,  died  in  Smithfield 
April  14,  1820.  (5)  Freelove  C.,  born  Sept,  i, 

1800,  died  Dec.  27,  1831.  (6)  George  W.  C.,  born 

Dec.  28,  1801,  died  in  Woonsocket,  Sunday,  April 
25,  1875.  (7)  Caroline,  born  Aug.  24,  1803,  died 

in  Warren  Sept.  25,  1881.  (8)  Hannah  Cushing, 

born  ^lay  2,  1806,  died  in  Putnam,  Conn.,  June  3, 
1875.  (9)  Daniel  Cushing,  born  July  10,  1808, 

died  in  Barrington,  R.  L,  Feb.  20,  1885.  (10) 

:\Iary  was  born  Oct.  8,  1810.  The  first  three  of 
this  family  were  born  in  Providence,  and  the  others 
in  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island. 

(VII)  Daniel  Cushing  Jenckes,  son  of  John 
(2),  born  July  10,  1808,  died  on  Friday,  Feb.  20, 
1885,  in  Barrington,  R.  I.  He  married  Elizabeth 
D.  Randall,  daughter  of  Dexter  and  Eliza  (Thur- 
ber)  Randall,  and  one  son,  John,  was  born  to  them 
Aug.  30,  1848. 

Mr.  Jenckes  was  quite  young  when  he  went  to 
Delavan,  III,  with  an  older  brother,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  business,  remaining  one  year.  Returning 
to  Rhode  Island,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Ed- 
ward Harris,  of  Woonsocket,  and  from  there  went 
to  Lime  Rock,  R.  I.,  and  became  the  agent  of  the 
Harris  Lime  Company  at  Smithfield,  at  which  place 
he  continued  until  1844.  In  that  year  he  removed 
to  Providence  and  established  himself  in  business 
on  South  Water  Street,  also  acting  as  the  agent  of 
the  Harris  Lime  Company  for  many  years  after 
his  removal  to  this  city.  The  year  of  his  removal 
hither,  in  1844,  he  founded  the  commercial  house 
carried  on  under  his  own  name — and  in  which  later 
his  son  became  an  associate — for  some  forty  and 
more  years.  They  dealt  in  commercial  fertilizers 
and  masons’  materials.  IMr.  Jenckes  was  a success- 
ful business  man,  and  was  widely  known  and  of 
high  standing  in  business  circles  in  Providence. 
He  was  a director  of  the  Lime  Rock  Bank  for  many 
years,  until  his  death  in  1885 ; was  interested  in  the 
Dexter  Lime  Company,  and  was  its  treasurer  for 
many  years ; and  was  also  interested  in  the  Harris 
Lime  Company.  He  was  a man  of  the  mo.st  hon- 
orable and  upright  character,  and  possessed  of 
more  than  usual  business  acumen.  Perhaps  his 
dominant  characteristics  in  business  as  well  as  in 
all  other  walks  of  life  were  his  firmness  in  what  he 
believed  to  be  right  and  his  perseverance  under  all 
difficulties.  He  loved  the  good,  despised  evil,  shams, 
and  hypocrisy  in  all  its  forms.  IMr.  Jenckes  was  a 


regular  attendant  and  supporter  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Providence  all  his  life. 

He  was  a man  of  fine  physique,  being  nearly 
six  feet  tall  and  weighing  about  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  in  his  younger  days  was  noted  for  his 
strength.  He  was  connected  with  the  militia,  hold- 
ing the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  probably 
served  as  such  during  the  Dorr  rebellion,  in  which 
he  had  a hand.  Such  was  his  character  that  no  man 
in  the  community  held  a higher  place  in  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  his  daily  associates,  or  won  deeper 
affection  ffom  his  friends. 

(VHI)  John  Jenckes  (3),  only  child  of  Dan- 
iel Cushing  Jenckes,  was  born  Aug.  30,  1848,  in 
Providence.  He  married  June  15,  1875,  Ida, 
daughter  of  Acting  Master  R.  L.  Kelly,  U.  S.  N., 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Port  Hudson,  Miss., 
in  1863,  during  the  Civil  war.  To  i\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Jenckes  have  come  two  children,  Alice  and  A. 
Catherine. 

In  boyhood  Mr.  Jenckes  attended  the  Wood- 
stock  (Conn.)  Academy  and  the  Providence  high 
school.  He  was  trained  for  business,  and  in  time 
became  an  associate  with  his  father,  a prominent  and 
successful  merchant  of  Providence.  Father  and  son, 
alone,  together,  or  in  turn,  for  some  forty  and  more 
years,  were  among  the  successful  business  men  of 
Providence,  and  as  a result  retired  with  a com- 
petence.  Removing  to  the  suburban  town  of  Bar- 
rington, R.  L,  in  1870,  Mr.  Jenckes  became  actively 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  that  town.  In  1893  he 
was  honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen  with  a seat 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  in  1894,  re-elected  in  1895 
and  1896,  and  served  with  efficiency  and  ability. 
His  political  affiliations  have  been  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Providence 
Athletic  Association  and  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Yacht  Club.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  American 
Revolution.  In  private  and  public  life,  in  business 
and  social  relations,  and  in  all  that  goes  to  make 
good  citizenship,  Hon.  John  Jencks  and  his  father 
furnish  most  excellent  examples  of  the  best  type 
of  New  England  life. 

EDGAR  KENDALL  HORTON,  proprietor  of 
the  Horton  Studio,  No.  256  Westminster  street. 
Providence,  and  one  of  the  leading  photographers 
of  the  State,  is  a descendant  of  the  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  branch  of  this  old  family,  the  early  records 
of  which  are  given  in  another  part  of  this  publi- 
cation. 

Manly  Padleford  Horton,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  June  17,  i8ir,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  son 
of  Ambrose  Horton.  When  a young  man  he  went 
to  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  where  he  practiced  dentistry, 
and  later  settled  in  Westmoreland,  Cheshire 
county,  N.  H..  continuing  his  practice  there  for 
many  years.  When  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness he  located  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  died 
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April  2,  1891.  His  remains  were  taken  to  West- 
moreland, X.  H.,  for  interment.  He  was  an  ex- 
emplary man.  of  splendid  character  and  habits, 
and  was  very  successful  in  business.  In  1833 
he  was  married  (first)  to  \’esta  Slocomb,  a native 
of  Bellingham,  IMass.,  who  died  in  1838,  leaving 
one  son,  Lewis  Slocomb,  a physician  of  New  York. 
Dr.  Horton  married  (second)  IMary  Ann  Kendall, 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Susan  Kendall,  and  a 
native  of  Stafiford,  \'t.  i\Irs.  Horton  died  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  22,  1882,  aged  sixty-seven 
years.  She  was  a woman  of  refined  nature,  loving, 
devoted  and  self-sacrificing  to  her  children.  Her 
children  were:  Frank  H.,  a bookkeeper  of  Provi- 
dence; IMary  Ann.  who  died  aged  sixteen  years; 
Edgar  Kendall ; Egbert  Chamberlain,  a i)hoto- 
grapher  of  Providence ; Susan  \'esta,  wife  of 
David  B.  Hall,  proprietor  of  the  “Narragansett 
Hotel,”  at  Providence;  Charles  S.,  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  millinery  business  in  Providence ; Ahby 
Eliza,  wife  of  Abin  Alexander,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. ; and  Frederick,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Edgar  Kendall  Horton  was  born  Jan.  8,  1847, 
in  Westmoreland,  X.  H.,  and  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  an  academy  there. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  employed  as  a sales- 
man in  a mercantile  establishment  at  Keene,  X.  H., 
where  he  remained  five  years,  and  then  went  into 
a wholesale  house  in  New  York.  His  health  failed, 
however,  and  he  resigned  his  position,  and  returned 
to  New  Hampshire,  remaining  for  the  next  two 
years.  Coming  to  Providence  he  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  millinery  business  for  eleven  years,  and 
then  became  associated  with  his  brother,  Egbert 
C.,  in  1880,  in  the  photograph  business,  the  firm 
becoming  Horton  _Bros.  The  business  continued 
and  prospered  under  this  name,  until  March,  1903, 
when  Edgar  K.  purchased  his  brother’s  interest, 
and  retained  the  original  location,  the  concern 
being  known  under  the  name  of  Edgar  K.  Horton 
Company.  Mr.  Horton  has  obtained  an  enviable 
reputation  in  his  line,  and  his  patrons  are  distinctly 
of  the  better  class,  many  of  them  being  among  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  of  the  State.  On  June 
15,  1881,  Mr.  Horton  was  married  in  Providence 
to  Rachel  Amanda  Dexter,  who  was  born  in  this 
city,  and  is  a daughter  of  Paul  Dexter ; her  mother’s 
maiden  name  was  Armington. 

DANIEL  WARD  WELL  GLADDING.  The 
Gladding  and  Alger  families,  from  whom  Daniel 
W.  Gladding  has  descended,  are  old  and  repre- 
sentative ones  of  New  England.  Daniel  Gladding, 
baptized  Dec.  20,  1747,  married  Susan  Wardwell, 
Aug.  2,  1769,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
the  Rev.  John  Burt.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
were:  Nancy,  born  Dec.  24,  1770;  Nathaniel,  Aug. 
4>  1777;  Susannah,  Phoebe,  Peter,  Sarah  and 
Martha,  all  baptized  between  1775  and  1796;  and 
Daniel,  Jr. 

Daniel  Gladding,  Jr.,  married  Sarah  Alger,  of 


Warren,  their  intentions  being  published  Oct.  16, 
1803.  Their  children  were:  Peter,  Daniel,  Dolly, 
Henry  White,  Joseph  A.,  Sally,  HGirietta  and 
John  O.  The  Algers,  the  maternal  grandparents 
of  the  above  named  children,  were  noted  for  their 
generous  liberality,  their  home  obtaining  the 
significant  sobriquet,  “The  Pilgrim's  Tavern." 
This  family  were  pioneer  IMethodists.  Daniel 
Gladding,  Jr.,  was  apprenticed  to  the  sail-making 
trade  with  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Alger,  and  estab- 
lished a sail-making  business  in  Bristol,  which  he 
continued  throughout  his'life. 

Henry  White  Gladding,  son  of  Daniel  Glad- 
ding, Jr.,  was  born  IMay  8,  1815,  and  was  married 
Jan.  5,  1841,  by  the.  Rev.  Ephraim  Scott,  to  Abby 
B.  Munro,  born  in  Bristol,  Oct.  9,  1822,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Spooner)  Munro,  and 
she  died  April  10,  1897. 

Henry  Y'.  Gladding  was  a resident  of  Bristol, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Warren  in  April. 
1844.  He  was  a sailmaker  by  occupation,  and 
fitted  many  of  the  vessels  which  formerly  sailed 
from  Warren.  He  was  for  several  years  surveyor 
of  the  port  and  held  that  position  at  the  time  of 
the  abolition  of  the  office.  He  was  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity of  character,  was  possessed  of  great  firm- 
ness and  decision  of  mind,  and  was  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  of  his  acquaintances.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  a member  of  Y’ashington  Lodge  of 
Masons.  He  was  collector  of  the  port  for  about 
eight  or  ten  years,  was  a stanch  Republican,  and 
active  in  Masonry.  Radical  in  his  views,  he  was 
liberal  in  his  support  of  all  church  affairs.  His 
children  were:  (i)  -Mary  A.,  born  Nov.  23,  1841, 
married  in  Bristol,  Jerome  Willard,  and  had  chil- 
dren, Hezekiah  (who  married  Nettie  Carpenter, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Carpenter),  Grace  (who  mar- 
ried John  Newman,  and  has  two  children,  Charles 
Harold  and  Willard  Gladding),  Jerome  (who  mar- 
ried Sadie  Smith,  and  has  two  children,  Herbert 
and  Dorothy)  and  Henry  Gladding.  (2)  Henri- 
etta was  born  in  Bristol,  Oct.  14,  1843.  (3) 
Sarah  E.,  born  in  \Yarren,  IMay  7,  1845,  niarriecl 
Edward  B.  Bosworth,  born  Dec.  15,  1870,  and  had 
children,  IMary  Richmond,  Charles  E.  and  Florence 
E.  (4)  Ellen  Spooner,  born  in  Warren,  Dec.  27, 
1846,  died  [March  30,  1880.  (5)  Daniel  W.,  born 

in  Warren,  [May  15,  1850,  married  Jan.  14,  1873, 
Rosa  E.  Child,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  Child. 

Daniel  \Yardwell  Gladding  was  educated  in  the 
Warren  public  schools.  In  1869  went  to  Provi- 
dence as  an  entry  clerk,  and  became  a bookkeeper 
and  accountant,  which  calling  he  followed  for 
thirty-five  years.  He  has  taken  a very  active  part 
in  I.  O.  O.  E.  matters  in  this  section  for  a number 
of  years.  He  passed  through  the  chairs  of  Amity 
Lodge,  No.  6,  and  has  been  treasurer  for  twenty- 
five  years.  He  has  been  through  the  chairs  in  the 
Encampment,  and  is  now.  and  has  been  for  seven- 
teen years,  high  priest  in  his  order.  He  has  been 
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captain  of  the  Canton  Sowainset,  No.  2,  of  the 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  since  1885.  and  was  grand  patriarcli 
of  the  Encampment  in  1885.  He  was  adjutant  of 
the  Warren  Artillery  from  1892  to  1901,  and  col- 
onel in  1902,  1903  and  1904.  Mr.  Gladdin^  is 
steward,  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  i\I.  E.  Church,  and  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school,  a position  he  has  held 
since  about  1895.  He  has  been  active  in  local 
politics,  and,  like  his  father,  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can. 

Mr.  Gladding  has  had  two  children:  Howard 
Nelson,  born  Dec.  6,  1875,  who  died  Oct.  23,  1878; 
and  Ellen  Spooner,  born  Aug.  2,  1882. 

SANFORD  (Portsmouth  family).  The  San- 
fords  of  Rhode  Island  are  as  old  as  the  Con.imon- 
wealth  and  the  Colonies  from  which  it  came.  The 
founder  of  the  family  here  was  one  of  those,  who, 
through  religious  belief,  was  driven  from  church 
privileges  about  Boston,  sought  freedom  in  Rhode 
Island  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Ports- 
mouth. Conspicuous  himself  in  the  infancy  of 
Portsmouth  and  Newport,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent, and  officially  prominent  in  public  matters  gen- 
erally, he  reared'  a son,  Hon.  Peleg  Sanford,  of 
Newport,  to  fill  the  most  exalted  stations  in  the 
Colony,  serving  as  captain  and  major  in  the 
militia,  assistant  and  deputy,  general  treasurer  and 
governor.  And  in  turn  Governor  Sanford  reared 
a son,  Hon.  William  Sanford,  of  Newport,  who 
was  graduated  from  Harvard  to  become  a man 
of  usefulness.  \\'illiam  Sanford  was  not  only  the 
son  of  a governor  but  the  grandson  of  two  gov- 
ernors, his  mother  being  a daughter  of  Gov.  Wil- 
liam Brenton.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  family, 
as  engraved  on  the  tombstones  at  the  grave  of 
William  Sanford,  with  his  epitaph,  is  in  the 
“Heraldic  Journal.'’ 

Representatives  of  this  ancient  and  honorable 
Rhode  Island  family  continue  in  and  about  the  old 
home  town,  and  are  among  the  locality’s  most 
substantial  men  and  women.  Reference  is  made  to 
some  of  the  descendants  of  the  late  Samuel  San- 
ford, of  Dedham,  Mass.,  among  them  William  H. 
Sanford,  now  deceased.  The  lineage  of  this 
branch  of  the  Portsmouth  Sanfords,  with  some 
family  and  personal  history,  follows : 

(I)  John  Sanford,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ellenor, 
of  Alford,  Lincolnshire,  England,  came  to  the 
American  colonies  in  1631,  in  the  ship  “Lion,”  ar- 
riving at  Boston  on  Nov.  3d  of  that  year.  He  be- 
came a member  of  the  church  in  that  same  year, 
and  was  made  a freeman  in  1632.  Being  a sup- 
porter of  Wheelright  and  Hutchinson,  he  was 
one  of  the  fifty-eight  disarmed  church  members 
in  1637,  in  1638  came  to  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  one  of  the  signers  at  Portsmouth  in  that  year 
of  the  civil  compact  for  the  settlement  of  Aquid- 
neck,  now  the  island  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was 


constable  in  1640;  freeman,  1641  ; lieutenant,  1644; 
assistant,  1647  1649;  president  of  Ports- 

mouth and  Newport,  in  1653,  dying  in  that  year. 
Mr.  Sanford  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Wood,  and 
(second)  Bridget  Hutchinson.  His  children  by 
the  first  marriage  were:  John,  born  June  4,  1633; 
and  Samuel,  July  14,  1635,  both  in  Boston.  Those 
born  to  the  second  marriage  were : Eliphalet, 
Dec.  9,  1637;  RHeg,  May  10,  1639;  in  Portsmouth; 
Encome,  Feb.  23,  1640;  Restcome,  Jan.  29,  1642; 
\\’illiam,  March  4,  1644;  Esbon,  Jan.  25,  1646; 
Frances,  Jan.  9,  1648;  Elisha,  Dec.  28,  1650;  and 
Anne,  March  12,  1652,  who  died  in  1654. 

(II)  John  Sanford  (2),  born  June  4,  1633, 

in  Boston,  married  (first)  Aug.  8,  1654,  Elizabeth 
Spatchurst.  She  died  Dec.  6,  1661,  and  he  married 
(second)  April  17,  1663,  Mary  Gorton-Greene, 

widow  of  Peter  Greene,  and  daughter  of  Samuel 
Gorton.  Mr.  Sanford  lived  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
where  he  was  a freeman  in  1653.  He  was  general 
treasurer  from  1655  to  1664;  commissioner  from 
1656  to  1663,  excepting  the  year  1661  ; was  general 
recorder  the  most  of  the  time  between  1656  and 
1676;  attorney-general,  1663,  1664,  1670  and  1671  : 
and  assistant,  1664,  1665  and  1680.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1687.  His  children  were:  Elizabeth, 
born  July  ir,  1655;  Mary,  Aug.  18,  1656;  Susanna, 
July  31,  1658;  Rebecca,  July  23,  1660  (all  to  the 
first  marriage)  ; Mary,  March  30,  1664  ; Eliphalet, 
Feb.  20,  1666;  John,  June  18,  1672;  and  Samuel, 
Oct.  5,  1677. 

(III)  Samuel  Sanford,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
Oct.  5,  1677,  married  Deborah,  and  resided  m 
Tiverton.  Their  children  were : Restcome,  born 
July  27,  1704;  Peleg,  March  8,  1708:  Mary,  May 
7,  1710;  Samuel,  Nov.  21,  1716;  and  Eliphal,  May 
12,  1714. 

(IV)  Restcome  Sanford,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
July  27,  1704,  married  (first),  Dec.  9,  1724,  Eliza- 
beth Lake,  a resident  of  Tiverton.  She  died  May 
6,  1749,  and  he  married  (second)  Content.  They 
were  residents  of  Tiverton.  His  children  were : 
William,  born  June  17,  1725;  Restcome,  June  18, 
1727;  Abigail,  Feb.  19,  1729,  who  died  Dec.  6, 
1733;  David,  Sept.  28,  1730,  who  died  Nov.  27. 
1736;  Mary,  Sept.  24,  1735;  Samuel,  Oct.  ii,  1737; 
Deborah,  Dec.  23,  1739;  Sarah,  Nov.  7,  1741  (all 
born  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Elizabeth,  Feb.  18, 
1748;  George,  Oct.  17,  1750;  and  Ephraim,  May 
28,  1752. 

(V)  William  Sanford,  son  of  Restcome,  born 
June  17,  1725,  married  Mary,  and  their  children 
were:  Joseph,  born  June  15,  1746;  Abigail,  Nov. 
23,  1748;  Peleg,  Oct.  23,  1751;  Eliphal,  April  22. 
1755;  William,  Sept.  27,  1757;  and  Thomas,  June 
30,  1761. 

(VI)  Peleg  Sanford,  son  of  William,  born 
Oct.  23,  1751.  married  in  October,  1774,  Lilias, 
daughter  of  Cuthbert  Wilcox,  and  their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  IMarch  22,  1776;  Samuel,  May 
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26,  17/7;  Restcome,  Sept.  26,  1779;  and  Stephen, 
Uct.  26,  1781. 

(\'ll)  Samuel  Sanford,  son  of  Peleg,  was 
born  Alay  26,  1777,  in  Tiverton.  After  reaching 
manhood  he  became  a prominent  merchant  at 
Boston,  Hass.,  where  he  continued  for  a number 
of  years.  He  died  at  Fall  River,  Mass.  He  mar- 
ried Susan  Bodge,  and  their  children  were : Su- 
san, who  died  in  infancy;  Frances,  who  married  Dr. 
Elisha  Payne ; Samuel ; Mary  Ann,  who  married 
Sidney  B.  IMorse ; Harriet,  who  married  John  Fos- 
ter; \\'illiam  H. ; Lilias,  who  become  the  wife  of 
Flon.  M'illiam  P.  Sheffield,  Sr.,  of  Newport; 
Thomas  \V.;  and  Susan  (2). 

(\TH)  William  H.  Sanfokd  was  born  in 
Dedham,  Mass.,  Oct.  14,  1821.  He  was  sent  first 
to  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  com- 
pleted the  course  of  study  offered  in  the  Chauncey 
Hall  School,  Boston.  After  finishing  his  education 
he  at  first  went  into  the  real  estate  business  in 
Boston  with  his  father,  and  worked  in  that  line 
for  a number  of  years,  but  in  1861,  he  moved  to 
Rhode  Island  and  settled  in  Newport,  where  his 
brother-in-law,  the  late  William  P.  Sheffield,  made 
his  home.  Air.  Sanford  soon  bought  a tract  of  land 
in  Aliddletown,  and,  preferring  an  out-of-door 
life,  settled  down  to  farming.  His  property  com- 
prised 100  acres,  situated  at  the  intersection  of 
the  East  Alain  and  Wyatt  roads,  which  prior  to 
his  purchase  was  known  as  the  Bryer  farm.  He 
remained  there  until  1872,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  There  he  bought  a 
smaller  place,  about  twenty-six  acres  of  the  Judge 
Childs  estate,  on  the  Sakonnet  river,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death.  He  Vvas  continually  adding  im- 
provements to  it,  and  made  it  a beautiful  home. 

Air.  Sanford  was  married  in  West  Townsend, 
Alass.,  April  2,  1861,  to  Alary  Frances  Cobleigh, 
daughter  of  Asa  and  Alary  Byrd  (Shattuck)  Cob- 
leigh. Their  oldest  son,  Samuel,  was  born  Aug. 
5,  1865,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
Aliddletown  schools  and  the  Rogers  high  school 
in  Newport.  Later  he  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard with  the  class  of  1890,  became  a mining  en- 
gineer and  is  now  connected  with  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey.  Frances,  the  second  child, 
died  Nov.  29,  1870.  Alary  Alorse  is  the  widow  of 
George  F.  Dittmer,  and  resides  in  Florida.  Har- 
riet Frances  is  at  home.  Sidnia  Alorse  married 
Walter  Burrill,  of  Tiverton.  William  is  the  dra- 
matic editor  of  the  Fall  River  Herald.  The  father 
of  this  family  passed  away  on  Ash  Wednesday, 
1895,  and  his  remains  were  taken  to  Boston  for 
interment  in  Forest  Hill  cemetery.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 
in  Portsmouth.  Air.  Sanford  was  a member  of 
the  Alasonic  Order,  affiliated  with  a Boston  lodge. 
In  politics  he  was  a good  Democrat,  but  no  office 
seeker.  Fie  held  a high  reputation  among  his  fel- 
low citizens  and  his  death  was  felt  to  be  a distinct 
loss  to  the  community.  Airs.  Sanford,  who  still 


occupies  the  old  home  in  Portsmouth,  is  a cul- 
tured woman,  of  fine  character,  and  has  many 
friends. 

HENRY  HAIGH  GREEN,  while  neither  a 
Rhode  Islander,  nor  yet  a New  Englander  by 
birth  and  education,  was  one  by  adoption,  and  he 
became  one  valuable  to  this  industrial  section  and 
was  for  many  years  closely  identified  with  its  com- 
mercial and  industrial  life. 

Born  Feb.  ii,  1839,  at  Alilns  Bridge,  Hudders- 
field, England,  Air.  Green  was  the  only  child  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Ellen  Green.  After  receiving  a 
common  school  education  he  entered  the  emplo}- 
of  Samuel  Smith  at  Bradford,  England,  where 
he  learned  the  dyer’s  trade,  in  which  he  proved  an 
expert.  At  the  close  of  his  term  of  apprentice- 
ship with  Air.  Smith  he  entered  the  employ  of 
George  Armitage  at  Bradford,  England.  Some 
years  later,  discontinuing  his  services  with  Air. 
Armitage  he  came,  in  i860,  to  this  country  under 
an  arrangement  with-  the  Atlantic  Delaine  Alills 
Company,  of  Ohieyville,  this  State,  as  a dyer.  On 
his  arrival  here  the  Atlantic  Delaine  Alills  were 
not  completed,  and  it  was  nearly  a year  latej-  that 
he  began  work  in  them  which,  however,  was  not 
of  long  continuance  as  he  began  the  business  of 
dyeing  on  his  own  account,  the  location  of  his  dye 
house  being  at  what  was  then  Dry  Brook,  which 
subsequently  became  Flughesdale,  R.  I.  Here  he 
was  occupied  for  some  years  in  making  and  dyeing 
yarn  for  a large  mill  in  Providence.  Owing  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Providence  Alill  a few  years 
later,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  the  only  mill  in  this 
section  using  the  Green  yarn.  Air.  Green  was 
obliged  on  the  mill’s  destruction  to  discontinue  his 
business.  At  this  time  he  returned  to  England, 
and  after  a stay  of  some  months  again  came  to 
America,  and  to  Pawtucket,  this  State,  in  1867. 
Here  in  the  same  year  he  entered  into  a business 
partnership  with  Air.  Richard  Reynolds,  their  busi- 
ness being  carried  on  in  a mill  on  the  corner  of 
Blackstone  avenue  and  Front  street.  Mr.  Reynolds 
furnished  the  money  and  Air.  Green  the  knowledge 
and  experience  in  mechanical  lines.  Later,  the 
two  not  agreeing.  Air.  Green  withdrew  from  the 
partnership,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Richard 
Harrison,  who  was  then  carrying  on  a dye-house  on 
Front  street,  Pawtucket. 

Subsequently  Air.  Green  left  Pawtucket  to 
enter  the  Everett  Alills  at  Lawrence,  Alass.  His 
next  field  of  operation  was  in  the  State  of  Alaine, 
where,  in  the  Bates  Alill  at  Lewiston,  an  oppor- 
tunity was  presented  of  bettering  his  condition. 
Afterward  returning  to  Lawrence,  he  there  worked 
again  for  a short  time.  By  this  time  his  repu- 
tation as  a dyer  and  finisher  of  yarn  had  not  only 
extended  over  New  England  but  had  reached  the 
South,  and  he  became  superintendent  for  Mr. 
Philip  C.  Garrett,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1875.  He 
continued  such  relations  with  the  parties  operating 
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the  dye  works  cited  for  some  two  years.  From 
1877  to  1883  he  was  employed  by  Thomas  Dolan, 
as  superintendent  of  the  Quaker  City  Dye  Works 
at  Philadelphia.  Coming  to  Pawtucket  in  1883 
he  became  associated  in  business  with  his  son, 
Joseph  L.  Green,  the  location  of  their  dye  house 
being  on  the  corner  of  Front  street  and  Blackstone 
a\enue,  Pawtucket.  The  younger  Green  in  time 
was  succeeded  in  the  business  by  a Mr.  John 
p'irth,  the  firm  name  then  assuming  the  style  of 
Green  & Firth.  Subsequently  Mr.  Firth’s  interest 
in  the  establishment  was  sold  to  ]\Ir.  Edwin  Pierce, 
of  Providence,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Dunnell.  This 
relation  was  continued,  the  new  corporation 
doing  a large  business  in  their  line  until  the  de- 
struction of  the  plant  by  fire  in  the  winter  of  1887. 
With  the  burning  of  the  works  Mr.  Green  retired 
from  active  business. 

Through  tw'enty  and  more  years  of  Mr.  Green’s 
active  business  life  in  this  country,  much  of  which 
was  passed  in  Rhode  Island,  he  became  widely 
known,  as  an  expert  dyer  and  finisher  of  yarn,  and 
did  much  tow'ard  the  advancement  of  this  art  in 
connection  with  the  industrial  life  of  this  section. 
Some  two  or  three  years  prior  to  his  death,  owing 
to  a bronchial  affection,  he  went  to  Denver,  Colo  , 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  in  1898  was  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  extracting  gold  and  silver 
from  the  ore  by  a new  process.  He,  however,  re- 
turned to  IMwtucket,  in  June,  1899,  and  here  lived 
until  the  close  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Green  was  a great  lover  of  nature  and 
loved  to  be  out  in  the  open.  He  was  a thorough 
sportsman,  an<l  took  great  pleasure  in  hunting  ex- 
peditions, and  was  considered  one  of  the  best  shots 
with  a gun  in  his  vicinity.  While  a resident  of 
Philadelphia  Mr.  Green  became  a member  of  the 
IMasonic  order,  and  later  of  Calvary  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  of  Providence.  He  was  a char- 
ter member  of  Pawtucket  Lodge,  No.  i, 
A.  O.  U.  W. 

Mr.  Green  was  twice  married,  first  to  Eliza- 
beth Liversidge,  of  Bradford,  England.  She  died 
April  25,  1885,  and  in  December  following  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Clara  E.  Caine,  of  Lewiston,  Maine. 
His  children,  both  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : 
Joseph  Liversidge ; and  Lucy  E.,  who  married 
George  G.  Emery,  and  resides  in  Sanford,  Maine. 
i\Ir.  Green  was  one  of  the  good  substantial  citizens 
of  Pawtucket,  and  in  spite  of  his  close  attention 
to  his  private  affairs,  he  was  always  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  his  town  and  State.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Green  died  Dec.  16,  1899,  at  his  home  on 
Clay  street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in  his  sixty-first  year. 
The  funeral  took  place  at  his  late  residence  on 
Sunday  afternoon  following  his  decease,  and  was 
attended  by  many  relatives  and  friends,  including 
many  business  men  of  the  city,  as  well  as  from 
Providence  and  other  parts  of  NTw  England.  The 
I.t4 


services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Asaph  S. 
Wicks,  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shep- 
herd, and  the  burial  took  place  in  Swan  Point 
cemetery. 

Joseph  Liversidge  Green,  only  son  of  the 
late  Henry  Haigh  Green,  was  born  at  Bradford, 
England,  near  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Dec. 
9,  i860.  He  attended  the  parish  school  of  his 
native  place,  and  was  still  quite  young  when  he 
accompanied  his  father  and  other  members  of  the 
family  to  America.  After  coming  here  he  finished 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Olneyville, 
Lewiston,  Maine,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  Pawtucket,  R. 
I.,  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  last  named  city  he 
began  to  learn  the  dye  business  under  his  father’s 
direction,  with  the  firm  of  P.  C.  Garrett.  He 
learned  all  the  details  of  his  trade,  and  when  the 
family  returned  to  Rhode  Island  he  was  able  to 
take  hold  of  the  work  as  an  expert.  In  1883  he 
formed  a partnership  with  his  father,  which  con- 
nection continued  for  some  fifteen  months.  Dur- 
ing this  time  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Green  became  boss 
dyer  at  the  Riverside  Mill,  and  as  this  required 
most  of  his  attention  he  withdrew  from  the  firm, 
and  continued  at  the  Riverside  Mill  until  Eeb.  7, 
1888,  when  he  went  to  England.  After  a year  and 
a half  in  business  there,  he  returned  to  Pawtucket 
and  became  boss  dyer  for  the  late  Charles  Fletcher 
of  Providence,  at  what  is  now  the  National  & Prov- 
idence Worsted  Mills.  Here  for  the  last  twenty 
years  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  dyeing  depart- 
ment, which  responsible  position  he  fills  with  abil- 
ity and  credit.  In  his  politics  he  is  strictly  inde- 
pendent, and  in  his  religious  views  is  liberal. 

On  Feb.  12,  1890,  Mr.  Green  was  married  in 
Pawtucket  to  INIiss  Grace  E.  Follette,  wdio  was  born 
in  1868,  one  of  twins  born  to  Eerdinand  A.  and 
Susan  (Quimby)  Eollette,  and  granddaughter  of 
Joseph  Quimby.  Eour  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage,  namely : Mildred ; Helen  and  Henry 
Joseph,  who  both  died  young;  and  Doris  Luella. 

HAWKINS  (family  of  Stephen  of  Glocester 
and  Providence).  Stephen  Hawkins,  born  in 
Glocester,  R.  I.,  June  30,  1792,  was  the  youngest 
of  the  children  of  Stephen  Hawkins,  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  a descendant  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  William  Hawkins,  the  emigrant,  his 
lineage  being  traced  through  Stephen,  Uriah,  Wil- 
liam (3),  William  (2),  and  William.  The  more 
complete  records  of  this  old  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere. 

Stephen  Hawkins,  our  subject,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  residing  in  Glocester  in  early  life, 
and  finally  locating  at  Providence,  where  he  lived 
retired  for  many  years  previous  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  16,  1887.  He  was  buried  in  the 
North  Burying  Ground.  He  w'as  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Veteran  Citizens’  Historical  Associa- 
tion. On  April  19,  1819,  Mr.  Haw'kins  married 
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Abby  Walden,  daughter  of  Captain  George  and 
Sarah  (Stoddard)  Walden.  ^Irs.  Hawkins  was 
born  June  23,  1800,  and  died  ]^larch  8,  1891. 

She  united,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  with  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Newport,  later  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  Fourth  Baptist  Church  of  Providence, 
then  of  the  Second  Baptist,  and  lastly  of  the  Cen- 
tral Baptist  Church,  where  she  worshipped  until 
her  death.  The  married  life  of  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Hawkins  covered  a period  of  nearly  sixty-eight 
years.  Each  retained  their  faculties  to  a remark- 
able degree,  ^Ir.  Hawkins  never  requiring  the  use 
of  glasses. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Stephen 
Hawkins  were;  (i)  Abby  Caroline,  born  Feb.  24, 
1820,  died  ^larch  18,  1836.  (2)  George  W.,  born 

Sept.  21,  1821,  was  a hatter  by  occupation,  and  re- 
moved to  San  Jose,  Cal.,  where  he  died  June  16, 
1885.  Fie  married  Sarah  Kenyon,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  they  had  one  son,  George  C.,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  is  now  deceased.  (3)  Ed- 
ward H.,  born  April  4,  1824,  died  Oct.  16,  1825. 
(4)  Stephen,  born  Oct.  16,  1825,  died  Sept.  9, 
1826.  (5)  William  G.,  born  Dec.  15,  1827,  married 

Mercy  M.  Wilcox,  and  died  at  Geneseo,  111.,  July 
23,  1890,  leaving  no  children.  He  was  a farmer 
and  dealer  in  agricultural  implements,  and  was 
very  successful.  (6)  Mary  W.  was  born  Eeb.  8, 
1830.  (7)  Sarah  E.,  born  July  ii,  1832,  died 

April  17,  1833.  (8)  Ann  W.,  born  Oct.  26,  1834, 

died  Oct.  29,  1834.  (9)  Sarah  A.,  born  Dec.  10, 

1837,  married,  Dec.  30,  1.869,  Isaac  Coffin  Coleman, 
an  architect,  who  was  born  at  Nantucket,  Mass., 
May  I,  1834,  and  they  reside  at  Jacksonville,  111. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows : 
Horace  Ashley,  born  April  15,  1871,  married,  Dec. 
28,  18,98,  Jessie  Arenz,  born  Feb.  9,  1872,  and  has 
four  children,  Harriet  Corinne  (born  Nov.  i, 
1899),  Horace  Rutledge  (Aug.  22,  1901),  Martha 
Abigail  (IMarch  i,  1904)  and  Sarah  Eleanor  (Aug. 
22,  1906)  ; George  Walden,  born  Aug.  17,  1872, 
died  Nov.  17,  1872;  Erederick  Coffin  was  born 
Aug.  16,  1879.  00)  Abby  Eunice,  born  July  ii, 

1840,  married  (first),  Feb.  24,  1859,  Edwin ^W. 
Butts,  born  Oct.  17.  1836,  who  died  m the  Civil 
war,  Aug.  17,  1864,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.  She  mar- 
ried (second),  ^lav  27,  1873,  John  W.  Goltra,  born 
IMay  26,  1813,  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  now  deceased, 
and  she  resides  at  Jacksonville,  111.  She  had  one 
child  by  her  first  marriage,  Stella  Wentworth,  born 
April  15,  1861,  died  Aug.  18,  1861  ; and  by  her 
second  marriage  there  were  two  daughters : Mabel 
Hall,  born  Aug.  28,  1874;  and  Corinne,  born 
IMarch  22,  1877,  who  died  in  July,  1896.  (11)  Ste- 

lihen,  born  Aug.  31,  1843,  served  in  the  Civil  war  in 
an  Illinois  regiment,  and  now  resides  at  Chillicothe, 
Mo.  He  is  a thirty-third  degree  INIason,  and  when 
a resident  of  Dakota  was  Grand  Commander  of 
Dakota  Territory.  Fie  married  Sept.  18,  1866, 

h'annie  Cornell  Clem,  born  Jan.  7,  1851,  and  their 
children  are  three  in  number;  Nellie  Alercie,  born 


July  24,  1867,  was  married  July  15,  1884,  to  IMarc 
Mentor,  and  they  have  one  child,  Cosette,  born 
Dec.  25,  1885,  who  married  Feb.  7,  1906,  Leslie  C.. 
McKinley;  William  \'an,  born  Sept.  19,  1870,  was 
married  Nov.  27,  1898,  to  Aland  Elizabeth  Master- 
man,  and  they  have  one  son,  Dudley  Lloyd,  born 
Eeb.  20,  1901;  and  Stephen  Emerson,  born  Sept, 
6,  1884,  married  Sept.  16,  1903,  Anna  Leila  Sturges, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Dorothy  Abigail,  born 
Aug.  28,  1904. 

Mary  Walden  Hawkins,  the  sixth  child  and 
second  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Abby  (Walden) 
Hawkins,  and  the  only  member  of  her  father’s 
family  residing  in  the  native  State,  was  marrietl 
(first)  June  26,  1850,  to  Bingham  Stewart,  born 
May  31,  1817,  in  Salisbury,  Litchfield  countv. 
Conn.,  son  of  Philip  and  Martha  Bement  Stewart. 
Bingham  Stewart  was  in  early  life  a school  teacher, 
but  for  some  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred July  4,  1857,  connected  with  A.  C. 
Barstow  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  stoves.  Airs. 
Stewart  was  married  (second)  Alay  14,  1877, 
Frederick  P.  Pearce,  born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Dec. 
26,  1820,  son  of  Daniel  and  Susan  (Pierce)  Pearce. 
Air.  Pearce  was  a well  known  citizen  of  Provi- 
dence, being  engaged  in  the  carriage  manufacturing 
business,  on  Wickenden  street,  under  the  firm  name 
of  F.  P.  Pearce  & Co.  He  retired  from  active 
business  several  years  previous  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  Alay  i,  1905.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Stewart 
were  born  three  children,  namely ; Alary  Ella  was 
born  Alay  16,  1852;  Bingham  C.,  born  Alarch  18, 
1854,  married  Viola  N.  Codding,  of  Providence. 
R.  I.,  and  is  foreman  of  the  pattern  shop  of  the 
American  and  British  Alanufacturing  Company  at 
Providence;  and  Martha  Abby,  born  Dec.  13,  1856, 
died  Alarch  30,  1858.  Airs.  Pearce  and  her  daugh- 
ter, Aliss  Alary  Ella  Stewart,  reside  on  Arlington 
avenue.  Providence,  and  both  are  members  of  the 
Hope  Street  AI.  E.  Church. 

THOAIAS  J.  BANNON,  wholesale  and  retail 
druggist  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  a man  of  recog- 
nized probity  of  character  and  high  business  stand- 
ing, was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Alay  22,  1859, 
son  of  William  and  Ann  Bannon. 

William  Bannon  was  a native  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Providence  when  a young  man,  and  prob- 
ably there  married.  His  occupation  was  that  of 
a machinist,  and  he  became  quite  successful.  His 
death  occurred  in  his  adopted  home.  His  children 
were ; Alary,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  married  Joseph 
Brennam ; Katherine,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  married 
Terrence  Donnelly;  Sarah,  of  Providence,  married 
George  Udell ; Thomas  J. ; William  G.  is  a miner 
of  Idaho ; Alartha  resides  at  Pawtucket. 

Thomas  J.  Bannon  was  educated  at  Providence, 
and  later  went  into  the  drug  store  of  Harvey  I. 
Leith,  of  Providence,  when  he  was  yet  a boy.  Later 
he  was  employed  by  AA'illiam  R.  Wattles,  and  while 
with  him,  he  became,  in  the  fall  of  1879,  a licensed 
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pharmacist.  Having  completed  his  course,  ]\Ir. 
Bannon  purchased  the  drug  store  of  i\lr.  Wattles 
. on  Douglas  avenue,  and  for  five  years  conducted 
it  very  successfully,  but  at  that  time,  he  sold  his 
store, 'and  removed  to  Westerly,  in  1887,  entering 
the  drug  store  of  Walter  Price.  A year  later  he 
became  the  partner  of  ]Mr.  Price,  and  in  1897,  he 
purchased  the  entire  business,  and  is  now  conven- 
iently located  at  Nos.  26-28-30  Main  street  and 
Watch  Hill,  where  he  carries  on  business  as  a man- 
ufacturing chemist  and  wholesale  and  retail  drug- 
gist. His  business  is  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind 
in  Westerly,  and  is  conducted  upon  thoroughly 
modern  methods. 

In  July,  1881,  Mr.  Bannon  was  married  at 
Providence,  R.  I.,  to  Miss  Rose  C.  Bush,  of  the 
same  city,  and  their  children  are:  William  J., 
born  at  Providence;  Thomas  E.,  born  at  Provi- 
dence; Rose,  born  at  Westerly,  R.  I.  The  eldest 
son  attended  school  at  Providence  and  Westerly, 
and  then  entered  the  drug  establishment  of  his 
father,  where  he  learned  the  drug  business  at  the 
M'atch  Hill  Pharmacy ; he  is  a graduate  of  the  Pat- 
rick School  of  Pharmacy  of  Boston,  and  is  a 
licensed  pharmacist,  but  is  now  attending  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  New  York 
City. 

Mr.  Bannon  is  thoroughly  interested  in  his 
business,  and  keeps  abreast  of  the  times.*  He  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Association  of  Retail 
Druggists;  and  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Heptasophs,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 
In  religious  connection  he  is  a member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

CAPT.  CORNELIUS  BRANSFIELD,  chief 
of  ixilice  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  for  two  years  the 
crack  rifle  and  revolver  shot  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, was  born  at  Old  Mystic,  Conn.,  Dec.  13,  1856, 
son  of  Morris  and  Catherine  (Horagen)  Brans- 
field. 

Morris  Bransfield  was  born  m Ireland,  but 
came  to  America  when  a boy.  His  mother  con- 
ducted a boarding  house  in  the  Blackstone  Valley, 
and  young  Bransfield  located  in  Pawcatuck  on  his 
way  to  Middletown,  stopping  with  Oliver  Denni- 
son for  five  years.  He  was  a resident  of  Stoning- 
ton  for  a number  of  years,  later  removing  to  Old 
Mystic,  where  he  farmed  until  1869,  in  this  year 
locating  in  Westerly,  where  he  worked  in  the 
quarry.  He  was  married  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
to  Catherine  Horagen,  and  to  this  union  were  born : 
Cornelius,  born  Dec.  13,  1856;  Peter,  a resident  of 
Philadelphia;  Morris,  a stone  cutter  of  Westerly; 
John,  of  Philadelphia;  William,  of  Trenton,  N.  J. 
Morris  Bransfield  died  in  Westerly  in  1898,  at 
which  place  his  wife  also  passed  away. 

Cornelius  Bransfield  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
3d  Conn.  N.  G.,  in  April,  1878,  serving  as  corporal, 
second  lieutenant,  first  lieutenant  and  captain. 
Upon  his  first  regimental  shoot  in  1890  his  score 


was  thirty-two  out  of  a possible  thirty-five  at  200 
yards.  His  work  before  the  target  is  best  shown 
by  a description  of  the  badges  held  by  him.  The 
first  badge  contains  five  bars,  one  bar  having  been 
added  each  year  for  having  obtained  50  per  cent,  or 
over,  thus  qualifying  him  as  a marksman.  The  last 
three  bars  are  sharpshooter’s  bars.  The  next  badge 
is  the  State  Decoration  for  a record  of  80  per- 
cent., and  a sharpshooter  badge  obtained  in  1892 
is  attached  to  this.  A badge  obtained  in  1891  at 
Willimantic,  for  making  twenty-two  out  of  a pos- 
sible twenty-five  at  200  yards,  is  also  attached.  In 
1893  Captain  Bransfield  was  awarded  the  gold 
badge  for  fifteen  years’  continuous  service,  and  in 
1898  the  twenty  years’  badge.  His  score  for  1891 
was : Twenty-six  out  of  a possible  thirty-five  at 
two  hundred  yards ; thirty  out  of  a possible  thirty- 
five,  at  five  hundred  yards ; fifty-six  out  of  a pos- 
sible seventy,  at  two  hundred  and  five  hundred 
yards.  The  same  score  was  made  by  him  in  1892. 
In  1893  his  score  was : Twenty-seven  out  of  a 
possible  thirty-five,  at  two  hundred  yards ; thirty- 
four  out  of  a possible  thirty-five,  at  five  hundred 
yards ; sixty-one  out  of  a possible  seventy,  at  two 
hundred  and  five  hundred  yards ; and  twenty-four 
out  of  a possible  twenty-five,  at  two  hundred 
yards,  at  New  London. 

At  the  brigade  shoot,  with  a Colt’s  revolver. 
Captain  Bransfield  made  the  exceptionally  fine 
score  of  seventeen  out  of  twenty-five  at  fifty  paces, 
one  inch  bull’s-eye.  On  Aug.  16,  1897,  Captain 
Bransfield  was  waylaid  at  Camp  Cooke,  Niantic, 
and  presented  a gold  watch  and  chain,  the  in- 
scription on  the  case  of  the  watch  explaining  that 
it  was  “Presented  to  Captain  Cornelius  Bransfield 
by  the  members  of  Co.  B,  3rd  Reg.,  C.  N.  G.,  Aug. 
16,  1897.”  In  1898  Captain  Bransfield  was  pre- 
sented a revolver  by  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Captain  Cornelius 
Bransfield  in  May,  1899,  the  Westerly  Situ  said : 
“Captain  Cornelius  Bransfield,  of  Co.  B,  3rd  Regi- 
ment, after  twenty-one  years  continuous  service 
in  the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  from  private 
to  captain,  has  sent  in  his  resignation.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  service  in  the  State  Guard  he  has  only 
recently  returned  with  the  Third  Conn.  Vols.,  from 
active  service  in  the  South.  Captain  Bransfield 
has  held  every  office  in  the  company,  has  been 
conceded  to  be  one  of  the  crack  shots  of  the  State 
Guard,  and  retires  with  an  enviable  soldier’s  record. 
As  a result  of  his  service  he  has  a wide  acquaint- 
ance with  military  men.  * * 'ppg  State  will 

regret  to  hear  of  his  resignation.”  He  organized 
and  was  captain  of  Company  B,  3rd  Connecticut, 
loi  men,  in  the  -Spanish-American  War. 

On  Aug.  7,  1899,  Captain  Bransfield  was  elected 
chief  of  the  police  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  has  served  in  that  po- 
sition since.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  the  A.  O.  H.,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Red  Men.  For  several 
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\ears  he  was  instructor  in  guard  duty  in  the  Con- 
necticut National  Guard. 

Captain  ilransfield  was  first  married  m Ston- 
ington,  Conn.,  to  a Miss  Glavin,  by  whom  he  had 
oiie  cliild,  Catherine,  who  died  in  infancy.  His 
second  marriage  occurred  in  Westerly,  to  iNIiss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Dowd,  by  whom  he  has  had  the 
following  children:  Annie,  Catherine,  Cornelius 
J.  and  Mary  Warren. 

HENRY  C.  BROWN,  one  of  the  well  known 
and  substantial  citizens  of  the  town  of  Glocester, 
is  a descendant  of  Rev.  Chad  Brown,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  distinguished  family  of  that  name  so 
well  known  in  the  annals  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was 
born  about  the  year  1600,  and  came  to  America 
in  the  ship  ‘kMartiiv’  in  July,  1638,  going  to  Provi- 
dence with  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  little  family  not 
long  after  Roger  Williams  settled  there.  Mr. 
JEown  was  a man  of  prominence  in  the  community, 
and  in  1642  was  formally  ordained  as  one  of  the 
pastors  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  con- 
tinuing in  the  ministry  from  that  time  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  about  1665. 

The  line  of  descent  from  Rev.  Chad  Brown  to 
Henrv  C.  Brown  is  through  Daniel,  son  of  Rev. 
Chad.  Hosanna,  Othniel,  Obadiah,  Nicholas,  and 
John  Bicknell  Brown. 

Hosanna  Brown,  grandson  of  Rev.  Chad  and 
son  of  Daniel,  settled  on  the  farm  in  Glocester 
now  occupied  by  iMason  N.  Ballou,  some  time  about 
the  year  1700.  He  died  in  1767,  aged  eighty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  the 
farm.  His  wife  was  a iMiss  Hawkins,  of  Johnston, 
and  they  had  several  children. 

Othiiiel  Brown,  son  of  Hosanna,  had  two  sons, 
Chad  and  Obadiah,  and  several  daughters. _ Chad 
was  a very  prominent  man  in  the  community  and 
resided  011  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Sidney  H. 
Winsor,  a descendant. 

Obadiah  Brown  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Jonah  and  Lydia  (Whipple)  Steere.  He  was  killed 
bv  his  ox  team  on  Evans  Hill  about  1798.  The 
children  of  Obadiah  and  Hannah  (Steere)  Brown 
were:  Rhoda,  who  married  Stephen  Evans,  and 
resided  in  Smithfield ; Nicholas:  Levi,  who  resided 
on  the  homestead,  and  married  Sahra  Mowry. 

Nicholas  Brown,  grandfather  of  Henry  C.,  was 
born  (March  15,  1768,  in  Glocester,  and  in  early 
life  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  cabinet 
maker.  He  resided  in  Providence  for  several  years 
after  his  marriage,  erecting  and  occupying  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Sterry  Baker  house  on  West- 
minster street,  near  the  Hoyle  Tavern.  He  removed 
from  Providence  to  Thompson,  Conn.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade,  going  from  that  place  to  Glo- 
cester. In  the  latter  town  he  purchased  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Henry 
C.  Brown,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  Oct. 
25,  1850.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  made  the  trip  to 
Niagara  Palls  and  back  home  on  foot  through  a wild 


and  unsettled  country,  meeting  many  Indians  en 
route.  He  was  married  in  May,  1812,  to  Charlotte 
Bicknell,  born  Dec.  4,  1775,  daughter  of  Peter 
Bicknell,  of  Rehoboth,  (Mass.  She  died  Oct.  6, 

1861.  Their  children  w^ere : Henry  Francis,  born 
Sept.  17,  1813,  died  Eeb.  19,  1820;  Caroline,  born 
Jan.  27,  1816,  married  Dec.  26,  1836,  Caleb  Far- 
num,  Jr.,  of  Smithfield’,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1888,  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Charlotte  B.,  born  Jan. 
13,  1838  (who  married  William  Barker,  and  resides 
in  Providence)  ; and  John  Bicknell,  born  Feb.  2, 
1825. 

John  Bicknell  Brown  was  born  in  Glocester  and 
for  some  years  before  and  after  his  marriage  fol- 
lowed mechanical  work,  being  employed  in  the  Cor- 
liss Engine  Works  at  Providence.  On  Oct.  2, 

1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  12th  Rhode  Is- 

land Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  into  service 
eleven  days  later.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  the  first  important  engagement 
in  which  his  regiment  participated,  was  confined 
in  the  hospital,  and  saw  no  further  service.  He  was 
mustered  out  July  29,  1863.  After  his  return  from 
the  war  he  engaged  at  farming  and  teaming,  do- 
ing an  extensive  business  in  the  latter  line,  operat- 
ing several  teams.  He  was  injured  while  engaged 
in  his  work  at  Centredale  and  died  a few  hours 
later  on  Feb.  28,  1870.  His  remains  were  placed 
in  a [)riva-te  yard,  but  were  later  moved  to  Acotes 
Hill  at  Chepachet.  On  Aug.  9,  1842,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  (Maria  Ann  Ballou,  born  July  21,  1822,  and 
died  Jan.  28,  1890.  (Mrs.  Brown  was  a woman  of 
strong  force  of  character  and  rare  business  quali- 
fications. For  many  years  she  managed  the  busi- 
ness established  by  her  husband  with  much  skill 
and  success.  She  was  energetic  and  a hard-work- 
ing w'oman.  She  was  a mother  in  every  sense  that 
the  word  implies  and  her  memory  is  revered  by 
her  children  and  acquaintances.  The  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  (Mrs.  Brown  were:  (i)  Eugene  Delos,, 
born  July  28,  1846,  in  early  life  followed  teaming, 
but  later  was  a merchant  and  woolen  manufacturer. 
He  is  now  retired  and  resides  at  Providence.  On 
Aug.  24,  1875,  married  Hattie  F.  Spaulding,, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Walter  Spaulding,  who 
married  Bertha  Carter.  (2)  Ella  Maria,  born 
Feb.  21,  1850,  married  Dec.  i,  1872,  Richard  W. 
Clemence,  and  resides  at  Greenville.  (3)  Henry 
Clarence  was  born  Jan.  22,  1853.  (4)  Oscar 

Rodolph,  born  Sept.  8.  1854,  died  (March  15,  1874. 

(5)  Louis  Delmont,  born  Dec.  8,  1856,  married 
(first)  Emma  W.  Winsor  and  (second)  Ellen  Dol- 
lard. He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Providence  & 
Worcester  Railroad  as  a trainman  and  was  killed 
by  the  cars  at  Blackstone,  (Mass.,  Dec.  i,  1897. 

(6)  Carrie  Belle,  born  (March  6,  1859,  married 
April  5,  1887,  Benjamin  A.  Winsor,  a farmer,  and 
resides  in  Glocester.  (7)  William  Nicholas,  born 
July  22,  1861,  married  Sept.  18,  1889,  (Mary  Jack- 
son,  and  they  have  four  children,  Anna  (M.,  Gert- 
rude J.,  Elizabeth  H.  and  Nicholas  B.  William  N.. 
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Brown  is  a bookkeeper  and  resides  at  Pawtucket. 

Henry  Clarence  Brown  was  born  Jan.  22,  1853, 
in  a house  that  stood  on  the  site  of  his  present 
residence,  and  attended  the  district  schools.  He 
early  began  to  assist  his  mother  in  the  farming  and 
teaming  operations,  always  remaining  on  the  farm. 
At  the  death  of  his  mother  he  acquired  the  interests 
of  the  other  heirs  and  came  into  full  possession  of 
it.  He  is  engaged  at  general  farming,  dealing  in 
wood  and  produce  and  for  many  years  has  kept 
a stock  of  groceries  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
neighbors.  His  fine  farm  residence  was  erected 
previous  to  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  is  a most 
neat  and  pleasantly  situated  homestead. 

On  June  6,  1891,  Mr.  Brown  was  married,  in 
Woonsocket,  to  Anna  Lavinia  Greene,  born  Dec. 
9,  1867,  in  South  Manchester,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Martha  (Gaines)  Greene,  he  a native 
of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  and  she  of  Litchfield  county. 
Conn.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Brown 
was  Jonas  Greene.  In  early  life  Mr.  Brown  was 
a Democrat,  but  now  is  an  independent,  voting  for 
the  man  he  thinks  is  best  fitted  for  the  office. 
He  has  served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  has  a large  number  of  friends,  and  is 
a man  much  esteemed  for  his  fine  personal 
qualities. 

CLARKE.  The  Clarke  family  in  America  is 
descended  from  (I)  Joseph  Clarke,  who  was  born 
at  Westhorpe,  England,  Dec.  9,  1618,  and  was 
baptized  Dec.  16,  1618.  It  is  judged  that  he  must 
have  left  England  about  1637,  and  immediately 
settled  in  Rhode  Island,  for  he  was  admitted  an 
inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  Aquidneck  at  New- 
port, in  1638.  He  became  a freeman  in  1641,  and 
in  1644  was  made  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Newport.  In  1648  he 
became  a member  of  the  General  Court  of  Trials, 
and  in  1655  was  made  a freeman  of  the  Colony ; 
acted  as  a commissioner  in  1655-57-58  and  1659; 
was  assistant  in  1658-63-64-65-78-80  and  1690; 
was  made  a freeman  at  Westerly  in  1668,  and  was 
Deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1668-69-70-71- 
72  and  1690.  In  1677  he  was  a member  of  the 
Court  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  attend  to  matters 
of  the  injurious  and  illegal  acts  of  the  Connecti- 
cut colony.  He  and  wife  Margaret  appear  of  New- 
port record  in  1680.  He  was  twice  married,  the  first 
wife  dying  at  Newport  in  1694.  His  children 
were:  Joseph,  William,  Mary,  Sarah,  John, 

Samuel,  Joshua,  Thomas,  Cary  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  William  Clarke,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
in  1676,  at  Newport,  and  he  died  in  Richmond, 
Feb.  2,  1767.  He  married  Hannah  Knight,  and 
owned  a large  tract  of  land,  all  of  which  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  his  posterity. 

(III)  William  Clarke  (2),  son  of  William, 

born  Aug.  26,  1701,  married  Sept.  4.  1731,  Re- 
becca Wells,  born  Dec.  3,  1710,  and  they  had 
■children:  fames,  born  Aug.  3,  1732,  married 


Elizabeth  Kenyon;  Ann,  born  Ecb.  15,  1734,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Coon;  Hannah,  born  Feb.  15,  1734, 
married  John  Tefft ; W'illiam,  born  Feb.  19,  1737. 
married  Mary  Teft't ; Gideon,  born  Oct.  15,  1738; 
Ruth,  born  Jan.  22,  1742,  married  Thomas  Rath- 
bone;  Peter,  born  April  18,  1745;  and  Joshua, 
born  Feb.  19,  1749,  married  Elizabeth  Dodge. 

(IV)  Gideon  Clarke,  son  of  William  (2), 
born  Oct.  15,  1738,  died  April  4,  1817.  He  mar- 
ried Eunice  Browning,  daughter  of  John  Brown- 
ing,-born  in  1740,  and  died  Nov.  30,  1829.  Their 
children  were;  Gideon,  born  July  2,  1763,  died  in 
1840;  Silas,  born  Nov.  10,  1764;  Rebecca;  and 
John  Gideon. 

(V)  John  Gideon  Clarke,  son  of  Gideon,  was 
born  May  10,  1777,  and  died  May  16,  1868.  He 
married  Almira  D.  Hull,  daughter  of  Latham  and 
Desire  (Williams)  Hull,  and  widow  of  Isaac  Page. 
John  Gideon  Clarke  was  a farmer  and  lived  all  his 
life  in  South  Kingstown,  during  the  most  of  the 
time  on  the  family  estate  with  the  exception  of  a few 
years  when  he  resided  at  Kingston  Hill  in  order 
to  give  his  children  academical  advantages.  Al- 
though a Quaker  in  religious  belief  he  was  very 
active  in  politics. 

'(\T)  John  Gideon  Clarke  (2),  son  of  John 
Gideon,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  July  4,  1824,  and  died  there 
Dec.  7,  1891.  On  Sept.  8,  1869,  he  married  Harriet 
Maria  Hazard,  daughter  of  William  Hazard,  and 
a descendant  of  Thomas  Hazard,  through  Robert. 
Thomas,  George,  Thomas  and  Thomas  G.  She 
was  born  Jan.  16,  18 — , and  died  July  27,  1891. • 
To  John  Clideon  Clarke  (2)  and  wife  were  born; 
Mary,  born  Sept.  13,  1870,  died  March  23,  1884; 
Almira  Hull,  born  April  24.  1872,  married  Frank 
O.  Lynch  (deceased)  and  had  children,  Norman 
Clarke  and  Frances ; Harriet  Brenton  was  born  Oct. 
5.  1874;  John  Gideon  was  born  Dec.  23,  1876;  Wil- 
liam Hazard,  born  Aug.  i,  1878,  attended  the  high 
school  and  Kingston  College  ( he  is  a Mason,  be- 
longing to  Hope  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  the  Chapter 
and  St.  John's  Commandery)  ; Latham,  born  Dec. 
27,  1881,  attended  the  high  school,  graduated 
from  Kingston  College,  Brown  University  and 
Harvard  (Ph.  D.),  class  of  1905,  and  is  now  as- 
sociate Professor  of  Chemistry  at  Harvard. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  John  Gideon  Clarke  (2) 
was  one  of  the  most  widely  known  men  in  Wash- 
ington county.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Kingston  Academy.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  returned  to  the  home  farm  where 
he  continued  to  live  through  life.  He  held  many 
offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  South  Kingstown ; 
was  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  iMay.  1865. 
to  May.  1883,  and  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1875-1877,  and  again  from  1881  to 
1883.  One  of  his  last  acts  in  the  Legislature  was 
the  procuring  of  the  purcha.se  of  a site  for  the 
court-house  at  West  Kingston.  A strong  advo- 
cate of  the  cause  of  education,  be  willingly  gave  his 
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time  for  years  to  service  on  the  school  committee, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  South  Kingstown  high  school. 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  had 
been  prominently  connected  with  the  Washington 
County  Agricultural  Society,  having  been  one  of 
the  leading  spirits  in  its  establishment.  After  the 
first  two  years  he  was  elected  secretary,  which 
office  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  much 
of  the  success  of  the  annual  fair  was  due  to  his 
labors.  He  was  a director  in  the  National  Land- 
holders Bank  at  Kingston,  and  was  a member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  Air.  Clarke  was 
a very  busy  man,  a thorough  farmer  and  a man  of 
broad  ideas,  always  living  up  to  his  convictions 
and  never  fearing  to  defend  the  right  as  he  saw  it. 

(VII)  John  Gideon  Clarke  (3),  son  of  John 
Gideon  (2),  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in 
South  Kingstown,  Dec.  23,  1876,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  Kingston  College.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  active  of  the  younger  generation 
in  the  councils  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  State, 
and  in  June,  1903,  he  was  made  secretary  of  the 
State  Board  of  Agriculture,  from  which  position  he 
resigned  in  A'lay,  1906.  He  is  prominent  in  Ala- 
sonry,  a member  of  Hope  Lodge  at  Wakefield. 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  J.  G.  Glarke, 
Sr.,  in  October,  1859:  “This  farm  [his  homestead 
farm]  previous  to  1715  was  in  what  was  called 
Hall’s  purchase — Job  Babcock  and  Peter  Wells 
were  among  the  original  purchasers.  [One  hun- 
dred acres  were  allotted  to  Peter  Wells,  Sr. — See 
E.  R.  Potter,  “Early  History  of  Narragansett.”] 
The  eastern  part  of  the  farm  on  which  the 
home  stands  was  allotted  to  Peter  Wells  and 
the  western  part  on  which  the  fort  stood 
to  Job  Babcock.  The  next  owner  of  the 
eastern  part  was  James  Wells,  son  of  Peter,  who, 
i*”*  sold  to  John  Whitman  of  Newport,  who 

purchased  200  acres  of  the  Babcock  land  adjoin- 
ing and  added  to  it.  He  remained  on  the  farm  and 
enlarged  the  house  to  its  present  size.  The  part  of 
the  house  that  you  were  in  was  built  by  Peter  Wells, 
and  was  one  and  one-half  stories  high.  Whitman 
mortgaged  the  farm  to  his  son-in-law,  H.  G.  Over- 
ing,  of  Newport,  and  soon  after  Whitman  died,  and 
Overing  took  possession  and  sold  to  my  father.  Ov- 
ering’s  house  in  Newport  was  the  headquarters  of 
General  Prescott,  and  it  was  there  that  he  was  sur- 
prised by  Golonel  Barton  and  made  a prisoner. 
Overing  was  a Royalist,  and  left  Rhode  Island  with 
the  British. 

“When  my  father  moved  here  the  swamp  was 
all  a forest.  Where  the  fort  stood  was  the  first 
clearing  ^ my  father  made.  I remember  stuinps 
stood  thick  on  it,  mostly  white  oak,  from  one  foot 
to  one  and  one-half  in  diameter  and  there  were 
some  very  large  survivors  [i.  e.,  trees]  of  the  battle. 
The  interval  west  of  our  land  must  have 
been  previously  cleared  as  there  were  no 


stumps  on  it  since  my  remembrance  [Mr. 
Glarke  was  born  in  1777],  but  all  southeast  and 
north  was  covered  with  heavy  timber  such  as  pine, 
maple,  hornbeam  and  other  swamp  wood.  You 
recollect  noticing  an  old  barn  to  the  westward  of 
where  we  stopped  that  is  the  nearest  upland,  and 
we  are  no  doubt  correctly  informed  by  tradition 
that  the  Indian  path  went  from  there  on  to  the  fort 
and  that  the  English  entered  it  in  the  same  way. 
It  is  probably  100  rods  from  the  fort.  Bones  were 
ploughed  up  in  several  places.  I remember  a skull 
bone  that  one  of  our  work  folks  brought  home  and 
hung  on  a stake  in  the  road  fence  where  it  remained 
until  some  one  carried  'it  off. 

“When  the  land  was  first  cleared  it  was  sown 
with  rye  one  or  two  years  and  produced  a very 
heavy  crop.  It  was  then  planted  with  corn  two 
or  three  years,  and  then  sowed  down,  has  never 
been  ploughed  since.  It  produced  a large  crop  of 
grass  for  a few  years,  but  as  all  its  produce  was 
brought  home  and  no  manure  carried  there  it 
soon  became  reduced.  I remember  being  there 
when  it  was  in  corn  hills  and  picking  up  bullets  after 
a rain.  They  were  covered  with  a white  rust. 
Some  of  them  were  round  but  most  of  them  were 
flattened  more  or  less.  I believe  I told  you 
that  some  were  found  in  the  large  trees  on  splitting 
them. 

“Various  stone  and  iron  utensils — hoes,  axes, 
hatchets,  S hooks,  pieces  of  chain,  soap  stones 
supposed  to  have  been  used  for  culinary  purposes 
from  the  shape  of  the  pieces — found  but 
no  coins.  It  is  said  that  they  had  a blacksmith 
with  them.  It  is  supposed  that  this  place  was  se- 
lected by  them  during  the  war  as  a place  of  retreat 
where  they  might  easily  protect  themselves.  There 
is  no  Indian  burying-ground  known  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ; it  may  have  been  the  winter  residence 
of  some  of  them,  as  game  and  feed  were  plenty. 
The  remains  of  the  tribe  are  still  in  Gharlestown, 
five  or  six  miles  southwest  of  the  fort,  but  their 
number  is  less  than  100,  and  are  mixed  with 
African  and  Yankee  blood.  It  is  said  that  one  or 
two  full  bloods  are  left  there  still  on  a considerable 
tract  of  land,  some  owned  by  the  tribe  and  some 
by  individuals.  They  are  permitted  to  sell  when 
they  want  to  remove.  One  hundred  dollars  a year 
is  offered  by  the  State  to  support  [possibly  sustain ; 
word  indistinct].  A number  of  them  have  gone 
to  Green  Bay  in  Wisconsin.  One  of  them  was 
postmaster  there  a few  years  ago  and  probably 
is  yet. 

“It  should  always  be  remembered  that  Rhode 
Island  had  no  hand  in  this  most  cruel  and  wicked 
war.  The  pretext  was  that  they  had  given  shelter 
to  some  women  and  children  of  the  Wampanoags, 
a tribe  that  Alassachusetts  was  at  war  with ; and 
that  some  of  the  Narragansettes  had  rejoiced  at 
the  success  of  the  Indians  on  Gonnecticut  river. 
Roger  Y’illiams  and  his  followers  never  had  any 
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difficulty  with  them.  The  Government  of  Rhode 
Island  purchased  their  land  and  paid  them  to  their 
satisfaction.  Connecticut  at  that  time  claimed  the 
jurisdiction  of  Narragansett,  although  it  was 
clearly  within  the  bounds  of  our  charter  which  had 
been  granted  twelve  years  previous.  I never 
knew,  nor  have  I been  able  to  ascertain,  that  any 
persons  of  your  line  resided  anywhere  in  this 
region.  * * * 

“To  your  question  respecting  town  records,  I 
can  say  that  Kingston  was  incorporated  in  1675  ; 
was  divided  into  North  and  South  Kingston  in 
1722.  Powell  Helme  is  town  clerk  of  South  Kings- 
ton and  Pierce  of  Wickford  [North  Kingston], 
and  that  the  old  records  are  in  the  N.  K.  clerk’s 
office.  [A  transcript  of  the  old  records  is  in  S.  K.] 

“As  you  have  given  me  a sketch  of  the  genea- 
logy of  your  family  I will  give  you  one  of  mine, 
beginning  with  myself.  I shall  bring  the  line  up 
as  high  as  I can  without  stopping  to  notice  the  off- 
shoots. 

“I  was  born  on  the  loth  of  May,  1777,  not  in 
this  house  which  was  at  that  time  filled  by  several 
families  from  Newport,  who  left  on  account  of  the 
war,  but  in  a house  that  stood  on  the  Babcock 
part  of  the  farm.  My  father,  Gideon  Clarke,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  about  three  miles  west  from  here, 
on  the  15th  of  October,  1738,  and  died  in  this  house 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1817.  He  was  a member  of 
a Troop  of  Horse  who  by  turns  guarded  the  shore 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  enlist  men  to  keep  our  quota  of  troops 
full.  After  the  war  he  was  elected  a State  Senator, 
or,  as  they  were  then  called,  assistants,  which  of- 
fice he  held  until  the  Paper  Money  party  made  their 
paper  which  they  issued  in  great  quantities,  a law- 
ful tender  in  payment  of  debt,  when  one  silver 
dollar  would  bring  12  or  15  of  it,  and  every  dis- 
honest man  paid  his  debts  with  this  paper.  My 
father  could  not  stand  that  and  of  course  was  left 
out.  He  took  a decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Paper  iMoney  or  Anti-Federal 
party,  as  they  were  called,  opposed  it  and  pre- 
vented its  adoption  in  the  State  until  '91.  After 
that  my  father  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  this  county,  which 
office  he  held  until  his  age  and  infirmities  induced 
him  to  resign.  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  county  was 
more  used  as  an  arbitrator  or  referee  than  he  was. 
It  was  said  that  any  man  who  was  unwilling  to 
leave  his  case  to  Gideon  Clarke  must  have  a bad 
one. 

“My  grandfather,  William  Clarke,  was  born  at 
Newport  1702  and  died  at  Richmond,  March  20, 
1789.  He  was  appointed  town  clerk  when  the  town 
organized.  He  married  Rebecca  Wells,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Wells,  who  was  first  settled 
where  I now  live,  so  that  this  farm  is  now  owned 
by  one  of  his  descendants. 

“My  great-grandfather,  William  Clarke,  was 


born  at  Newport  1676,  and  died  at  Richmond,  Feb. 
2,  1767,  aged  ninety-one.  * * * He  owned  a 

large  tract  of  land  all  of  which  is  still  owned  by  his 
posterity,  and  many  of  his  own  name. 

“i\Iy  great-great-grandfather,  Joseph  Clarke, 
was  born  in  Bedfordshire,  England,  on  the  9th  and 
baptized  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1618. 

“My  great-great-great-grandfather,  Thomas 
Clarke,  born  All  Saints  Day,  baptized  Nov.  i,  1570, 
died  Jan.  29,  1627. 

“My  great-great-great-great-grandfather,  John 
Clarke,  baptized  Feb.  12,  1541,  buried  April 

7.  1598- 

Aly  great-great-great-great-great-grandfather, 
John  Clarke,  was  buried  Alarch  3,  1559. 

“This  was  collected  by  i\I.  Edmund  Clarke  of 
Providence,  from  old  records  and  family  Bibles. 
This  gentleman’s  line  is:  Jeremiah  i,  Latham  2, 
William  3,  Gideon  4,  John  Gideon  5,  born  1777, 
John  G..  Jr.,  his  son  6. 

“A  few  years  ago  John  Gideon  Clarke,  Jr.,  of 
the  sixth  generation,  pulled  down  the  old  house,  a 
fascinating  structure  with  parlor  at  least,  I should 
think,  over  twenty  feet  square  and  built  a fine  stone 
house  on  the  site.  All  the  timber  and  wood  used 
was  cut  from  his  own  wood  lands,  also  the  stone 
all  taken  from  his  own  land.  The  wood  was 
thoroughly  seasoned  for  three  years  before  using. 
I am  told  (have  not  seen  it)  that  there  is  an  in- 
scription in  the  house  saying  that  the  land  had  never 
been  sold,  but  had  come  down  from  father  to  son 
for  six  generations,  etc.  So  much  for  family  tra- 
ditions ? I do  not  tell  this  for  a fact ; was  merely 
told  so.” 

[No  attempt  has  been  made  to  adjust  discrep- 
ancies in  dates,  etc.,  between  the  record  first  given 
and  this  letter,  which  is  printed  verbatim. — Ed.] 

OLNEY.  The  North  Providence  branch  of 
the  Olney  family,  to  which  belonged  the  late  Heze- 
kiah  Olney,  of  that  town,  and  now  represented  in 
his  generation  only  by  his  younger  sister,  i\Irs. 
Phebe  S.  Alexander,  widow  of  Elias  Alexander, 
is  descended  from  Thomas  Olney,  who  came  to 
Providence  with  Roger  Williams,  the  line  being 
through  Thomas  (2),  Thomas  (3),  Thomas  (4), 
Joseph,  Flezekiah  and  Smith.  The  first  four  gen- 
erations of  this  family  being  treated  upon  else- 
where. this  record  will  begin  with  Joseph  Olney,  of 
the  fifth  generation,  son  of  Thomas  Olney  (4)  and 
Sarah  Smith. 

(V)  Joseph  Olney,  born  Dec.  12,  1724,  resided 
at  the  ancestral  home  in  North  Providence.  He 
bore  the  title  of  Major,  received  presumably  by 
his  being  an  officer  in  the  local  militia  previous  to 
the  Revolution.  During  that  war  he  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Rhode  Island  as  a skirmisher.  He 
died  July  6,  1779.  His  wife  was  iMartha  Hawkins, 
and  their  children  were:  Abigail,  born  in  1752; 
Stephen,  born  Oct.  12.  1755.  a captain  in  the 
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Revolution;  iMartha,  born  June  20,  1758; 

Ilezekiah,  born  in  iMarch,  1761  ; Eve,  born  iNlarch 
3,  1763:  and  James,  who  died  in  infanc_\. 

(\'l)  Hczekiah  Olney  was  born  in  iMarch,  1761, 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer,  residing  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  his  granddaughter.  Airs. 
Alexander,  situated  about  one-half  mile  east  of 
\\’oodville,  on  Alineral  Spring  avenue.  He  died 
Nov.  28,  1820.  lie  married  Phebe  Smith,  who  sur- 
vived him  and  died  in  North  Providence,  Oct.  30, 
1832,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Their  children  were: 
Ethan,  born  Feb.  22,  1789  ; and  Smith,  born  in 
^799- 

f\ll)  Ethan  Olney  resided  in  North  Provi- 
dence, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Sweet,  and  had  these  children : 
Eliza,  who  married  Henry  J.  Angell  and  died  in 
Providence  ; Phebe,  who  married  Henry  Treadwell, 
and  resided  in  Providence  until  after  his  death, 
and  then  removed  to  A'ienna,  \ a.,  where  she  died, 
leaving  two  children,  Jane  (who  is  Airs.  David  P. 
Hamblin,  of  Vienna,  W.)  and  Ida  (who  is  Airs. 
Prank  Thurston,  of  Washington,  D.  (3.)  ; and  John 
S.,  who  resides  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  and  is  the  father 
of  four  sons,  Henry,  Louis,  Albert  and  Alartin. 

( \ H)  Smith  Olney  was  born  in  Providence, 
on  the  farm  above  mentioned,  and  was  reared  after 
the  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  that  period,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  district  schools.  For  six 
years  after  his  marriage  he  resided  on  the  farm  of 
ids  father-in-law,  in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  managing 
the  farm  for  that  gentleman,  who  was  advanced 
in  years.  He  soon  afterward  settled  on  the  home 
farm  and  erected  a sawmill,  which  he  operated  in 
conjunction  with  farming.  He  died  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-four  years,  Alay  29,  1833,  and  was 
buried  first  in  a private  yard  near  the  home  farm, 
but  some  years  later  his  remains  were  removed  to 
Swan  Point  cemetery.  Air.  Olney  married  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.,  Lydia  Gallup,  daughter  of  John  and 
Lydia  (Clark)  Gallup.  John  Gallup  was  a well- 
to-do  farmer  in  Plainfield,  and  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  a descendant  of  John  Gallop 
(or  Gallup)  who  came  from  Alosterne,  Dorset- 
shire, England,  in  the  ship  “Alary  and  John,”  in 
1630,  and  settling  at  Boston  died  there  in  1650.  His 
son  John  Gallup  (2)  served  in  the  Pequot  war, 
and  for  his  services  received  a grant  of  land ; he 
removed  to  New  London  about  1650,  and  later  be- 
came an  early  settler  at  Stonington,  Conn.  From 
him  descended  the  Gallup  family  of  eastern  Con- 
necticut, which  has  furnished  that  State  with  many 
useful  men  and  women. 

Airs.  Olney  survived  her  husband  many  years, 
and  died  in  North  Providence  in  1857.  Thev  had 
these  children:  (i)  Hezekiah,  born  June  17, 

1823,  went  to  California  in  1849,  remained  in 
that  country  for  about  sixteen  years,  returning  to 
Providence  to  settle  on  a jiart  of  the  home  farm, 
and  there  was  successfully  engaged  at  farming 
until  his  death,  in  Alay,  1891.  He  never  married. 


(2)  Phebe  S.  was  born  June  22,  1826.  (3)  Fannv, 

born  in  1827,  died  in  1831.  (4)  Jane  C.,  born 

Alarch  21,  1830,  married  Edward  W.  Olney,  and 
died  in  North  Providence,  Alay  28,  1865.  ( 5) 

John  Gallup,  born  Alay  10,  1831,  died  in  1832.  (6) 
Lydia  C.,  born  Aug.  3,  1833,  died  Jan.  5,  1850. 

(ATI!)  Phebe  S.  Olney,  daughter  of  Smith 
and  Lydia,  was  married  Dec.  10,  1862,  to  Elias 
Alexander,  born  in  Blackstone,  Alass.,  in  1823,  and 
died  in  Providence,  in  November,  1870.  In  earlv 
life  he  was  engaged  as  a manufacturer  of  boots  and 
shoes,  later  being  in  a grocery  business  in  Provi- 
dence, which  he  disposed  of  on  account  of  poor 
health  a few  years  prior  to  his  death.  He  was 
an  uncle  of  the  Alessrs.  Alexander  of  the  firm  of 
Alexander  Bros.,  wholesale  grocers  at  Providence. 
One  daughter,  Jennie  Florence,  was  born  to  Air. 
and  Airs.  Alexander,  April  17,  1866,  in  Providence, 
and  she  died  Nov.  21,  1893,  in  Thomasville,  Ga.. 
whither  she  had  gone  for  her  health. 

HON'  GEORGE  BRADFORD  CARPEN- 
TER, moderator  of  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  1., 
was.  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Nov.  8,  1842.  His 
father  was  killed  in  the  winter  of  1847,  in  taking 
down  the  frame  of  the  Potter  Hill  mill,  which  had 
burned,  and  the  young  boy  was  taken  into  the  home 
of  the  Potter  family,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  Potter  Hill. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  with  ten  class- 
mates, he  left  the  academy,  and  responding  to  the 
call  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  volunteers,  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  4th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  \"olun- 
teers.  Of  these  ten  it  is  known  Rev.  Horace  Still- 
man, Alfred  B.  Berry,  Thomas  A.  Barber,  Warren 
J.  Moore,  and  George  B.  Carpenter  are  still  living. 
Mr.  Carpenter  participated  in  the  following  en- 
gagements: Roanoke  Island,  Feb.  8,  1862;  New- 
bern,  Alarch  14,  1862;  Fort  Alacon,  April  25,  1862; 
South  Alountain,  Sept.  14,  1862;  Antietam,  Sept. 
17,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  1862.  In  1863 
he  took  part  in  many  skirmishes.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  at  the  explosion  of  the 
mines,  July  30,  1864,  and  was  sent  to  the  field  hos- 
pital for  two  nights,  where  his  right  arm  was  ampu- 
tated, thence  to  Campbell’s  Hospital  at  Washing- 
ton. D.  C.  Later,  through  assisting  in  the  dressing 
of  the  wound  of  a comrade  in  the  hospital,  he  con- 
tracted gangrene,  and  nearly  lost  his  life.  In  No- 
vember, 1864,  desiring  to  go  home,  in  order  to  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Lincoln,  although  he  had  not  as 
yet  sat  up,  and  had  no  suitable  clothes  in  which 
to  travel,  he  was  allowed  to  go  dressed  in  a red  and 
black  dressing  gown. 

On  Sept.  26,  1861,  before  departing  for  the 
front  with  his  regiment.  Air.  Carpenter  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Aliss  Alary  Elizabeth  Covey,  in 
Ashaway,  R.  I.,  and  the  anxious  days  of  waiting 
for  the  return  of  the  young  soldier-husband  can 
better  be  imagined  than  described.  The  winter 
after  his  return  from  the  army.  Air.  Car- 
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penter  enoaged  in  the  g'eneral  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Ashaway,  in  which  he  continued  until  1869. 
From  1866  until  1872  he  was  postmaster  at  Ash- 
away, and  in  the  latter  year  went  to  Philadelphia 
to  represent  some  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 
woolen  manufacturers  in  a commission  house,  and 
until  1880  engaged  in  the  woolen  waste  business. 
From  1880  to  1902  he  was  treasurer  and  manager 
of  the  Ashaway  Line  & Twine  Company,  and  still 
retains  a financial  interest  in  that  company. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  moder- 
ator of  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  overseer  of  the  poor.  He  has  served  on  the 
town  council  and  the  board  of  assessors,  and  from 
1878  to  1884  was  the  representative  of  his  town 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  is  a member  of  John 
A.  Logan  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  26,  of  which  he  is 
commander.  In  1857  he  joined  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  president.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Missionary  Society.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  president  of  the  Ashaway 
Free  Library  and  Reading  Room  Association. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  have  been  born 
children  as  follows : Harriett  Wells,  born  Sept. 
24,  1865,  educated  at  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  married  July 
19,  1898,  Rev.  Theodore  J.  VanHorn  of  Albion, 
Wis.,  and  has  one  child,  Amey  Doris,  born  Oct.  23, 
1899;  Edwin  Grant,  born  Feb.  9,  1869,  educated 
at  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  married  Aug.  7,  1894,  Elizabeth 
Ann  Bassett,  and  resides  in  Elizabethton,  Tenn., 
where  he  is  superintendent  of  the  Tennessee  Line 
& Twine  Company;  Erances  Adelle,  born  April  30, 
1874,  educated  at  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  married  June  23, 
1897,  Curtis  Eitz  Randolph,  treasurer  of  the  Ash- 
away Line  and  Twine  Co.,  and  has  children, 
Jeanette  (born  May  17,  1901)  and  Ruth  (born  July 
7,  1904)  ; Ruth  Marion,  born  Oct.  5,  1885,  also 
attended  Alfred  University,  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  being  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1908. 

GARDNER  M.  YOUNGMAN.  Among  those 
prominent  in  manufacturing  and  industrial  circles 
in  the  town  of  Hopkinton  none  is  more  conspicu- 
ous than  Gardner  M.  Youngman,  who,  in  less  than 
a year,  converted  an  idle  mill  into  a profitable  en- 
terprise. No  better  illustration  can  be  given  of 
what  a young  man  may  accomplish  in  a short  time 
by  indomitable  will  and  untiring  efforts. 

Gardner  M.  Youngman  is  a young  man.  He  was 
born  at  Antesfort,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  16, 
1879,  son  of  G.  W.  and  Margaret  (Mahaffey) 
Youngsman,  and  is  one  of  a family  of  five,  the  other 
children  being:  jMay,  Reynolds,  Ralph  and  Charley. 
His  boyhood  was  passed  in  his  native  town  and  he 
received  private  instruction  from  a governess  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  at  which  age  he  entered  the 
public  schools,  and  later  the  High  school  at  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa.  After  this  he  attended  for  three 
terms  the  Textile  School  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  to 
prepare  himself  thoroughly  for  the  business  he 


contemplated  entering.  Upon  com])leting  his  tex- 
tile course,  Mr.  Youngman  was  employed  for  three 
years  with  the  Taylor  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Hope  \Tlley,  and  in  August,  1905,  he  purchased 
the  property  owned  by  the  late  Amos  G.  Nichols, 
which  had  been  constructed  for  a cotton  mill,  and 
converted  it  into  a woolen  factory.  Mr.  Young- 
man believes  that  a man  should  have  a practical  as 
well  as  a technical  knowledge  of  whatever  he 
undertakes,  and  it  can  be  said  that  for  thorough 
and  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  business 
in  which  he  is  engaged  is  unsurpassed.  He  is 
known  far  and  wide  as  a good  citizen,  and  his  hon- 
esty and  integrity  have  never  been  questioned. 

JOHN  W.  LUTHER,  a well  known  and  sub- 
stantial citizen  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  is  a descendant 
of  one  of  New  England’s  oldest  families,  the  rec- 
ords of  which  are  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

John  W.  Luther  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  North  Scituate,  R.  I.,  July  7,  1842,  son  of 
Harley  and  Abby  (Bowen)  Luther.  He  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  obtained  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  the  Rhode  Island  Semi- 
nary, the  latter  of  which  later  became  known  as 
Lapham  Institute,  and  was  located  in  Scituate.  In 
March,  1859,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Attleboro,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
employed  by  his  brother,  Henry  C.,  a leading  lapi- 
dary of  that  place.  Later,  after  Henry  C.  had  di.s- 
posed  of  his  business,  our  subject  was  employed  by 
ins  cousin,  Edward  A.  Lutber,  at  North  Attleboro, 
he  also  carrying  on  a lapidary  business.  In  1863 
John  W.  Luther  became  associated  with  a cousin, 
William  H.  Luther,  of  Providence,  in  the  lapidary 
business,  a partnership  which  lasted  about  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  John  W.  Luther 
purchased  his  brother  Henry  C.’s  interest  in  the 
business  at  Attleboro,  and  in  company  with  another 
brother,  James  W.,  founded  the  firm  of  James  W. 
Luther  & Co.  The  partnership  continued  under 
that  name  for  forty  years,  and  in  1905  it  was  the 
oldest  firm  name  in  the  city.  Until  the  latter 
eighties  the  partners  gave  their  attention  to  the 
lapidary  business  exclusively,  when,  because  of  the 
increasing  demand  and  the  prospects  of  a new 
field  for  the  articles,  they  began  the  manufacture 
of  pearl  goods  for  jewelers,  and,  since  about  1890, 
have  been  manufacturing  these  goods  entirely. 
Under  the  brothers’  skillful  management,  the  firm 
has  had  an  uninterrupted  career  of  prosperity. 

In  politics  Mr.  Luther  is  a Republican,  but 
beyond  doing  his  duty  as  a good  citizen,  takes  no 
interest  in  political  matters.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Ezekiel  Bates  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  IM.,  in  which 
he  has  held  offices ; King  Hiram  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter ; Attleboro  Council ; and  Bristol  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar. 

Mr.  Luther  has  been  twice  married.  On  Nov, 
16,  1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  IMiss 
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Abby  R.  Curtis,  who  died  i\lay  15,  1874,  leaving 
two  children : Lewis  Curtis,  who  married  Ada 
Crosby,  is  connected  with  the  firm  of  J.  \V.  Luther 
«&  Co. ; Etfie  Hay  died  Feb.  4,  1898,  aged  twenty- 
six  years.  For  his  second  wife.  Hr.  Luther,  on 
Xov.  28,  1877,  married  i\liss  Jennie  Blossom. 

THOHAS  HOLDEN  ANGELL,  for  the  past 
quarter-century  town  clerk  of  North  Providence, 
and  one  of  that  town’s  most  highly  respected  citi- 
zens, is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Rhode  Island,  tracing  his  ancestry  to 

0)  Thomas  Angell,  born  about  1618,  who  came 
to  this  country  as  an  apprentice  to  Roger  Williams, 
they  arriving  at  Boston  in  the  ship  “Lion,”  in  1631. 
After  a residence  of  two  months  in  Boston  they 
removed  to  Salem,  where  they  continued  together 
until  1636,  during  what  was  called  the  Period  of 
\\'illiams'  Persecution.  Roger  Williams  being 
banished  from  the  Colony  in  the  winter  of  1636, 
he  was  joined  the  following  spring  by  five  com2:)an- 
ions,  among  whom  was  Thomas  Angell,  who  had 
spent  the  winter  with  him  at  Seekonk,  and  these, 
with  Williams,  composed  the  first  settlers  of  Provi- 
dence. Thomas  Angell  at  this  time  was  a minor, 
and  his  name  does  not  appear  very  frequently  on 
the  records  until  after  he  had  reached  his  majority. 
On  Aug.  20,  1637,  or  a little  later,  the  compact  to 
form  a town  fellowship  was  signed,  Thomas  Angell 
being  one  of  the  signers.  He  was  one  who  shared 
in  the  celebrated  deed  of  Roger  Williams’,  who 
gave  a six-acre  house  lot  to  each  of  the  settlers 
with  him  at  that  time,  although  being  a minor  his 
name  was  not  mentioned,  but  nevertheless  he.  re- 
ceived the  land.  Thomas  Angell  took  an  active  part 
in  the  subsequent  affairs  of  the  settlement,  being 
elected  first,  in  1652,  with  five  other  commissioners 
from  Providence,  to  make  laws  for  the  Colony,  and 
in  1653  he  held  the  same  office  by  re-election.  In 
1655  he  is  reported  as  a farmer  and  constable, 
holding  the  latter  office  for  many  years ; was  town 
clerk  from  1658  to  1675,  and  was  often  appointed 
to  places  of  trust  and  honor.  He  became  a large 
property  holder,  and  it  is  said,  reached  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  his  will  being  proven  by  the  town 
council  in  1694.  His  widow,  Alice,  survived  him 
about  one  year.  They  had  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: John  married  Ruth  Field;  Anphillis  mar- 
ried Edward  Smith;  Mary  married  Richard  Ar- 
nold ; Deborah  married  Stephen  Sabeere ; Alice 
married  Eleazer  Whipple;  James  married  Abigail 
Dexter ; Hope  died  unmarried ; and  Margaret  mar- 
ried Jonathan  M’hipple. 

(II)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Providence,  and  in  1669  was  married  to  Ruth, 
daughter  of  William  Field.  John  Angell  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  of  the  town  of  Providence.  Oct. 
16.  1670.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  for 
a time  cultivated  a farm  five  miles  from  Provi- 
dence, on  the  way  to  Lime  Rock,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Providence,  and  there  died,  July  27, 


1720.  His  children  were:  Thomas  married  Sarah 
Brown ; John ; Daniel  married  Hannah  Winsor ; 
Hope  married  Lydia  Olney;  and  James  married 
Susannah  Wilkinson. 

(HI)  Daniel  Angell,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Providence,  IMay  2,  1680,  and  died  there  June 
16,  1750.  He  was  married  in  Providence,  May  2, 
1702,  to  Hannah  Winsor.  Daniel  Angell  was  a 
man  of  considerable  means,  and  so  enjoyed  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  that 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  was  a man  of  large  frame  and 
possessed  of  great  physical  strength,  and  w^as  the 
father  of  ten  children : Samuel,  John,  Nedabiah, 
Joshua,  Mary,  Job,  Daniel,  Ezekiel,  Waite  and 
Mercy. 

(IV)  Job  Angell,  born  Jan.  i,  1718,  died  in 
1786.  He  was  a cattle  dealer  and  butcher,  resid- 
ing in  Providence,  and  by  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness he  managed  to  accumulate  considerable  prop- 
erty. He  married  (first)  Ruth  Fenner,  and  (sec- 
ond) Ruth  IMowry.  The  .children,  all  born  to  the 
first  marriage,  were:  Joseph;  Fenner;  John;  Job; 
Daniel;  Zelotta  married  Benjamin  Winsor;  Mercy 
married  Nathan  Cargill ; Abigail  married  Richard 
Lee ; and  Lydia  married  Darling  Medbury. 

(V)  Fenner  Angell,  the  grandfather  of  Thomas 
PL,  was  born  June  25,  1755,  and  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  from  Smithfield,  R.  L, 
first  in  Captain  Andrew  Waterman’s  company.  Col- 
onel Babcock’s  regiment,  serving  for  sixty-six 
days.  In  the  spring  of  1777  he  served  two  months 
under  Captain  Eddy  and  Colonel  Chad  Brown, 
and  served  one  month  under  Captain  Eddy  and 
Colonel  Barton.  In  August,  1778,  he  served  one 
month  under  Captain  Trask  and  Colonel  Chad 
Brown,  and  in  the  winter  of  1778-9  was  for  one 
month  under  Captain  Sprague,  Col.  Chad  Brown. 
In  July,  1780,  he  served  twenty  days  under  Cap- 
tain IMowry,  Colonel  Chad  Brown.  Fenner  Angell 
was  in  Spencer’s  and  Sullivan’s  expeditions.  For 
many  years  he  conducted  a tavern  in  Providence, 
the  house  being  located  on  what  is  now  the  corner 
of  Orms  street  and  Douglas  avenue^. This  tavern 
was  a famous  one  in  its  day,  and  Fenner  Angell 
was  known  as  a generous,  kind  and  social  landlord. 
He  also  dealt  in  cattle,  being  a butcher,  and  was 
successful  in  his  business  undertakings.  He  was  a 
very  active  man  in  business  and  handled  consider- 
able money,  with  which  he  was  very  liberal  toward 
his  less  successful  neighbors  and  friends.  He  was 
a man  of  strong  sympathies,  and  by  his  success  in 
business  was  able  on  many  occasions  to  gratify  his 
desire  to  help  others  who  stood  in  need  of  his  aid. 
He  died  in  what  is  now  East  Providence,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four  years. 

Fenner  Angell  was  married  (first)  to  Sarah 
Sprague,  daughter  of  Joseph  Sprague,  and  she 
died  Jan.  17,  1820,  aged  fifty  years.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  IMrs.  Amy  Johnson,  who  survived 
him  for  many  years  and  drew  a pension.  His 
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children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  were  as  follows : 
Nicholas,  born  Jan.  ii,  1783,  married  Sally  Rich- 
mond, and  followed  mercantile  pursuits  ; * Nancy 
Jane,  born  in  June,  1784,  married  Asa  Newell,  a 
merchant,  and  resided  in  Providence;  William, 
born  Sept.  19,  1788;  Sally,  born  May  17,  1791, 
married  Aaron  Pierce,  a merchant  of  New  York 
City;  Mary,  born  Dec.  21,  1793,  married  Morris 
Child,  and  resided  in  Providence;  Joseph,  born 
March  12,  1796)  married  Hope  Hawkins,  and  re- 
sided in  Providence;  Job,  born  Sept.  27,  1797, 
married  Sarah  Cleveland,  and  removed  to  New 
York ; Phebe,  born  Dec.  25,  1799,  became  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  Morris  Child,  and  died  April  4,  1856; 
and  Deborah,  born  IMarch  5,  1804,  married  George 
Cleveland,  and  resided  in  Providence,  where  she 
died. 

(VI)  William  Angell,  of  the  above  family,  born 
Sept.  19,  1788,  in  Providence,  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business,  being  located  for  many  years  in 
the  basement  of  what  is  now  the  Board  of  Trade 
building,  on  Market  Square.  Later  he  had  a stall 
in  the  old  Market  on  Canal  street,  being,  in  fact, 
the  first  to  occupy  space  in  the  building,  and  his 
last  place  of  business  was  on  the  corner  of  North 
Main  and  Smith  streets.  He  was  very  successful 
in  his  business,  and  accumulated  a large  amount  of 
property  for  the  time.  He  was  a liberal,  free- 
hearted and  public-spirited  man,  and  was  deeply 
interested  in  all  movements  for  the  progress  of  the 
community.  He  was  a director  in  the  old  State 
National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  ranked  among 
the  substantial  men  of  the  city.  In  political  faith 
he  was  an  old  time  Democrat  but  never  held  public 
office.  He  died  in  Providence,  Sept.  29,  1849,  and 
was  buried  in  the  North  Burying  Ground.  He  was 
married  to  Sydney  Smith,  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Knowles)  Smith,  and  she  died  at  the  home 
of  her  son,  Thomas  H.  Angell,  at  North  Provi- 
dence, aged  ninety-one  years.  The  children  of 
William  and  Sydney  Angell  were : ( i ) Eliza, 

born  in  1812,  married  Thomas  R.  Holdeh,  and  re- 
sided in  Providence,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a 
tailor ; they  had  two  children : Henrietta,  who  mar- 
ried Stephen  Wardwell,  and  is  now  deceased ; and 
Ellen  S.,  who  married  George  M.  Daniels,  and  re- 
sides in  Providence.  (2)  William,  born  in  1814, 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  (3)  Theodore  S., 
born  in  1816,  located  in  California,  and  there  died. 
(4)  Nancy  N.,  born  in  1819,  is  the  widow  of  Clark 
W.  Capwell,  and  resides  at  North  Providence. 
She  has  had  four  children : Emma  C.,  who  married 
John  S.  Kellogg;  Ella  M.,  who  married  William 
AT  Carpenter;  Henrietta  F.,  who  married  Ernest 
Bent;  and  William  A.  (5)  Augustus,  born  in 
1822,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (6)  Charles, 
born  in  1824,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 
(7)  William  P.  married  Vashti  AV.  Randall,  and 
was  engaged  in  business  in  Providence,  where  he 
died  Jan.  31,  1870,  a more  complete  record  of  his 


life  and  family  being  found  elsewhere.  (8) 
Thomas  Plolden  was  born  Aug.  26,  1832. 

(VII)  Thomas  Holden  Angell  was  born  Aug. 
26,  1832,  in  Providence.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  Providence  High  school 
on  Benefit  street,  one  of  his  teachers  being  Albert 
Harkness.  After  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  Mr.  Angell  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  with  his  brother,  William  P.,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Angell  Bros.,  the  store  being  located 
on  the  corner  of  North  Main  and  Star  streets.  This 
partnership  continued  for  one  year,  when  Thomas 
H.  bought  out  his  brother’s  interest,  and  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  until  1865,  in  this  year 
disposing  of  the  store  and  removing  to  North 
Providence.  There  he  purchased  the  Burr  place 
at  Centredale,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1880,  when  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  and  he  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Angell  has  ever  been  a stanch  Republican, 
his  first  public  office  being  that  which  he  now  holds, 
and  to  his  election  there  was  no  opposition.  He 
was  elected  tax  collector  in  1880,  and  held  that 
office  until  1898,  when  he  declined  a re-nomination. 
He  has  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  now 
a notary  public,  but  has  declined  other  offices.  Mr. 
Artgell  is  a very  careful,  painstaking  and  methodi- 
cal official,  and  is  a man  who  possesses  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  to  an  un- 
usual degree. 

On  Oct.  18,  1852,  Thomas  Holden  Angell  and 
Patience  J.  Appleby  were  united  in  marriage.  Airs. 
Angell  was  born  June  23,  1825,  in  Smithfield,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  John  S.  and  Patience  (Harris)  Ap- 
pleby, and  she  died  Oct.  6,  1901.  Ndne  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  four  of  whom  reached 
maturity,  as  follows : Walter  L.,  a farmer  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  has  been  twice  married,  and  is  the 
father  of  three  children  by  his  second  wife ; Abbie 
E. ; Lillian  is  Mrs.  Easton  Inman,  of  Providence ; 
and  Alice  P.  married  Louis  A.  Sweet,  and  resides 
at  North  Providence.  The  family  is  well  known 
throughout  this  community. 

ALBERT  E.  HENRY  and  ROBERT  DOW 
are  the  owners  and  operators  of  the  Solway  Alills, 
which  constitute  one  of  the  very  important  indus- 
tries of  Westerly.  In  March,  190T,  they  established 
these  mills,  locating  at  the  property  formerly  known 
as  the  Stillman  Alills,  which  was  occupied  until 
1899  by  Campbell,  Henault  & Co.,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods.  Here  Air.  Henry  and  Mr. 
Dow  manufacture  fancy  colored  cotton  goods,  con- 
sisting of  fine  madras,  shirtings  and  dress  goods, 
such  as  zephyrs,  tissues,  wash  silks,  fancy  organdies 
and  embroidered  lawns.  These  goods  come  into 
competition  with  the  finer  grades  of  foreign  fabrics, 
which  have  hitherto  had  a monopoly  of  the  Amer- 
ican market.  Two  hundred  and  eighty  looms  are 
operated  and  about  two  hundred  hands  employed. 
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making-  a most  enterprising  manufacturing  concern 
for  the  town  of  Westerly.  The  power  for  the  ])lant 
is  supplied  by  a 250-horse  power  engine,  and  a water 
])rivilege  on  the  Pawcatuck  river  supplies  power 
for  two  turbines  and  two  overshot  water  wheels. 

Albert  E.  Henry  was  born  in  Lawrence,  iMass., 
Dec.  31,  1869,  and  his  father,  a native  of  England, 
now  lives  in  Pawtucket,  while  his  only  brother 
Samuel  is  with  the  Lorraine  Company,  and  is  mar- 
ried to  a i\Iiss  Batty.  Albert  E.  Henry  learned  the 
textile  manufacturing  business  at  tbe  works  of  the 
Lorraine  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Pawtucket, 
where  he  was  employed  for  eighteen  years,  and  as 
Treasurer  MacColl's  assistant  during  the  last  five 
years. 

i\lr.  Henry  was  married  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
to  i\liss  iMargaret  Creelman,  daughter  of  James 
Creelman,  of  that  city.  To  this  union  have  been 
born : Elizabeth  iMillicent,  Harold  Edward,  Lester 
Creelman  and  Margaret  Sterne,  all  born  in  Paw- 
tucket ; and  Elorence  Halliwell,  born  in  Westerly, 
R.  I.  i\lr.  Henry  is  a member  of  Eranklin  Lodge, 
No.  28,  A.  E.  & A.  M. ; Paucatuck  Chapter;  Narra- 
gansett  Commandery ; and  Palestine  Temple,  Mys- 
tic Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  IMisquamicut  Tribe 
of  Red  iMen  and  to  the  New  England  Cotton  Man- 
ufacturers Association,  now  the  National  Associa- 
tion. He  was  a member  of  tbe  town  council  of 
Westerly,  from  his  election  in  June,  1904,  until 
June,  1905.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

Robert  Dow  was  born  at  his  parents’  native 
home,  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Feb.  8,  1864,  son  of 
James  and  Catherine  (Williamson)  Dow.  He  mar- 
ried iMarion  Tart  Boyd,  daughter  of  John  Boyd, 
of  Paisley,  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  in  1893. 
He  has  had  a long  experience  in  designing  all 
kinds  of  fancy  goods,  holding  the  Queen's  Medal 
and  the  Owen  Jones  Medal  for  textile  design.  He 
was  formerly  connected  with  A.  Wythlaw  & Sons 
and  Caldwell,  Young  & Co.,  of  Glasgow,  and  for 
seven  years  was  head  designer  for  the  Lorraine 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Is- 
land. Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Dow  have  one  daughter, 
Lillian  Catherine,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Paw- 
tucket. 

SILAS  P.  TEFET.  For  several  generations 
the  name  of  Tefift  has  been  typical  of  stnrdv  man- 
hood and  good  citizenship. 

Silas  Tefift,  grandfather  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  married  Esther 
Kenyon,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Triphenia,  who  never  married;  Pardon  K., 
born  iMarch  28,  1820;  Esther,  who  married  (first) 
Mnlliam  Bignall,  and  (second)  Joseph  Hoxsie ; 
Mary,  who  married  Nicholas  Vincent ; Thomas,  who 
married  Abbie  Lowe;  Sarah,  who  married  Crandall 
Barber;  Emery,  who  never  married;  Welcome,  of 
Thompson,  Conn. ; and  David,  who  married  Caro- 
line Collins. 

Pardon  K.  Tefift,  father  of  Silas  P.,  was 


one  of  the  substantial  citizens  and  promi- 
nent manufacturers  of  Hopkinton,  and  for 
a number  of  years,  with  John  Tefift  and  John  " 
Godfrey,  operated  a factory  in  Hope  \Mlley.  He 
was  a Democrat,  but  was  never  active  in  political 
work.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  1885.  On  July  4.  1847,  married  Desire  N. 
Barber,  born  Sept.  10,  1819,  daughter  of  John  and 
jMercy  (Moore)  Barber,  and  they  had  the  follow- 
ing children;  Silas  P.,  born  April  ii,  1849;  John  J 
F.,  born  Sept.  25,  1853,  died  in  boyhood;  and  Wil- 
liam E.,  born  June  30,  i860,  married  Emmeline 
Hubbard.  • 

Silas  P.  Tefift  was  born  and  reared  in  the  town  1 

of  Hopkinton,  where  he  received  the  benefits  of  J 

the  country  school.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  ' 

carpenter’s  trade  at  which  he  has  worked  ofif  and  i 

on  all  his  life.  In  1874  he  married  Melissa  Alathi- 
son,  and  one  daughter  was  born  to  them,  Anna  [• 

Evelyn,  who  married  a Mr.  Potter  of  Warwick,  , 

and  has  two  daughters.  Mr.  Tefift  takes  no  inter-  j 

est  whatever  in  politics,  .and  after  many  years  of  ( 

hard  and  honorable  labor  he  has  put  away  all  , 

cares  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  though  | 

still  to  some  extent  carrving  on  farming.  ^ 

WILLIAM  WATERMAN  STEERE.  an  in-  \ 
dnstrious,  thrifty  and  much-respected  citizen,  re-  ’ 
siding  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Glocester, 

*is  a descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  John 
Steere,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  as  indicated  by  the 
following  record ; 

(I)  John  Steere.  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  1634  in  England.  He 
is  of  record  in  Providence  in  1660,  on  May  9th  of  • 
which  year  he  was  granted  land  for  a home.  In 
1 660  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam  Wickenden,  his  intention  of  marriage  being  ) 
published  Oct.  27th  of  that  year.  He  was  accepted  j 
as  a townsman  Feb.  18,  1661,  was  town  sergeant  in  a 
1663  and  made  freeman  in  1672.  He  died  Aug.  | 
27,  1724,  and  his  wife  later  than  1705.  Their  chil-  i 
dren  were;  John,  Sarah,  Dinah,  Thomas,  James,  f 
Ruth,  Vdlliam,  Ann  and  Samuel. 

(H)  Lieut.  John  Steere,  eldest  son  of  the  first  ^ 
John,  was  born  in  Providence  between  1660  and 
1661,  and  married  before  1700,  Esther,  daughter  » 
of  \"alentine  and  Mary  Whitman,  of  Providence.  ! 
He  resided  in  that  part  of  Providence  which  was  J 
afterward  embraced  in  Smithfield.  Lieut.  Steere  f 
died  Jan.  5.  1727.  and  his  widow  Aug.  21,  1748,  in  J 
Smithfield.  Their  children  were ; John,  Hosea. 
Hezekiah,  Wickenden  and  Esther. 

(HI)  Hosea  Steere,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  was  j 
born  about  1702.  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Glo-  | 
cester,  where  he  was  a farmer.  He  was  made  a t 
freeman  of  the  town  in  1724.  He  married  Sarah.  I 
and  died  some  time  after  1772.  His  children  were: 
Enoch.  Noah  and  John.  J 

(DQ  Noah  Steere.  son  of  Hosea,  was  a farmer  j 
and  resided  in  the  town  of  Smithfield.  his  farm  be- 
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iiig  located  very  near  the  Glocester  town  line,  where 
he  died  April  4,  1810.  He  was  married  three  times, 
and  by  his  first  wife  had  one  son,  Levi.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  Sally  Cady,  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  who 
bore  him  children  as  follows : Hosea,  who  mar- 
ried Clara  Tinkham,  and  resided  in  Clocester, 
where  he  died ; Noah,  who  married  Sally  Wiggen, 
and  removed  to  Rome,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died ; John 
and  Barney,  who  died  at  sea ; and  Phebe,  who  mar- 
ried Olney  Eddy.  Mr.  Steere  married  (third) 
Ruth  Wilbnr,  of  Scitnate,  and  the  two  children  of 
this  marriage  were : Benedict ; and  Mary  Ann,  who 
married  Jason  Phillips,  a farmer,  and  resided  in 
Smithfield. 

(V)  Benedict  Steere,  youngest  son  of  Noah, 
was  born  on  the  homestead  farm,  Aug.  19,  1803. 
He  received  a district  school  education,  and  in  his 
early  life  taught  school  for  a number  of  years  in 
the  towns  of  Smithfield  and  Clocester.  He  subse- 
quently purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  homestead  farm,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life,  there  dying 
IMarch  10,  1873,  and  being  buried  in  a private 
yard  on  his  farm.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political 
faith,  but  never  cared  for  office.  He  attended  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Steere  married  (first)  Sally 
Browm,  who  died  leaving  no  children.  His  sec- 
ond marriage,  which  occurred  Oct.  4,  1849,  to 
Charlotte  Sheldon,  born  Sept.  2,  1820,  daughter 
of  Angell  Sheldon,  of  Johnston.  Mrs.  Steere  for 
several  years  previous  to  her  marriage  was  a school 
teacher.  She  survives  her  husband  and  resides  at 
Summit,  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  R.  1.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows : Ruth  Victoria,  born  Feb. 
3,  1850,  died  'March  18,  1880;  Esther  Mowry, 
born  Oct.  16,  1852,  died  Dec.  9,  1874;  William 
Waterman,  born  Aug.  ii,  1856;  Benedict  Eldores, 
born  June  23,  1858,  was  drowned  May  19,  1876,  at 
what  is  known  as  Bakers  Sawmill  pond ; Otis 
Webster,  born  March  7,  1861,  married  Emma 
Thayer,  and  died  at  Pascoag,  Dec.  6,  1894,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Ethel  May,  born  March  30,  1881  ; 
and  Roscoe  Sheldon,  born  Eeb.  8,  1864,  and  resid- 
ing in  Providence,  married  Coi'a  Inman,  and  has 
four  children,  Ruth,  Esther,  Howard  and 
Charles  B. 

(VI)  William  Waterman  Steere,  son  of  Bene- 
dict, was  born  Aug.  ii,  1856,  on  the  homestead 
farm,  and  received  a district  scliool  education.  He 
lived  at  home  until  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when 
he  came  to  the  farm  he  now  owns,  and  for  five 
years  was  in  the  employ  of  William  N.  Place,  who 
then  owned  it.  After  three  years  on  the  home  farm 
he  purchased  the  farm  of  Mr.  Place  in  1884,  and 
has  been  successfully  engaged  at  general  farming 
and  dairying  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Steere  was  married,  (first)  in  November, 
1883,  to  Ida  Dorcas  Paine,  born  in  Clocester, 
daughter  of  Squire  Mowry  and  Phebe  (Cooke) 
Paine;  she  died  March  12,  1901,  aged  forty-one 
years,  two  months,  twelve  days,  leaving  two  chil- 


dren: Etta  Louise,  born  Dec.  14,  1896;  and  Ida 
Dorcas,  born  March  4,  1901,  who  died  March  30, 

1901.  ]\lr.  Steere  was  married  (second)  Oct.  23, 

1902,  in  Ceorgiaville,  to  Janette  Eliza  Mowrv, 
born  Sept.  19,  1851,  in  wbat  is  now  North  Smith- 
field,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Waitey  Ann  (Har- 
ris) Mowry,  and  a descendant  of  Roger  Mowrv, 
the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America.  Mr.  Steere 
is  a Republican,  but  takes  little  interest  in  public 
matters. 

PETTIS.  The  Pettis  family,  which  for  manv 
years  has  been  identified  with  the  progress,  de- 
velopment and  growth  of  Providence,  R.  1.,  par- 
ticularly that  section  known  as  Olney ville,  is  now 
represented  by  James  L.  Pettis,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial men  of  that  section,  and  IMrs.  Edna  Bradford, 
equally  well  known,  son  and  daughter  of  the  late 
James  M.  Pettis,  a highly  esteemed  and  well- 
remembered  business  man. 

John  Petty,  as  the  name  was  then  spelled,  was 
born  at  Hebron  Woods,  near  Dartmouth,  Mass., 
Nov.  II,  1732,  l)Ut  early  in  his  manhood  he  came 
to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  married  Rachel,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Benjamin  Aliller  of  Warwick, 
in  I755-. 

Daniel  Pettis,  son  of  John  and  Rachel,  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  captured  and  con- 
fined in  the  old  prison  ship  “Jersey”  at  New  York. 
Being  a cooper  by  trade  he  was  employed  at  this 
occupation  on  shipboard,  but  as  yellow'  fever  and 
other  diseases  were  raging  on  board,  he,  with  an- 
other workman,  decided  to  try  to  escape,  believing 
that  it  was  as  bad  to  die  of  the  fever  as  to  be  hung 
from  the  yard-arm  if  captured.  In  a rowboat  at 
night  they  made  their  escape,  but  were  soon  pur- 
sued by  three  armed  soldiers  from  the  ship  who 
overtook  the  fugitives.  In  the  struggle  which  fol- 
lowed the  boat  of  the  soldiers  was  capsized,  and, 
although  they  tried  to  hold  on  to  the  one  in  which 
w'ere  Mr.  Pettis  and  his  companion,  they  w’ere 
beaten  off,  and  the  patriots  made  good  their  escape. 

J.VMEs  M.  Pettis,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  Jan. 
22,  1783,  on  what  is  now  Westminster  street,  then 
High  street.  Providence,  and  when  a boy  hunted 
game  and  set  traps  in  the  then  comparative  wilder- 
ness, now'  a thickly  settled  community.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder, 
and  erected  many  houses  in  Olneyville,  some  of 
which  are  now  standing,  but  in  1803  entered  the 
employ  of  his  uncle,  Samuel  Harrington,  who  con- 
ducted a general  store.  Not  liking  this  business, 
however,  Mr.  Pettis  soon  returned  to  his  trade  of 
builder,  at  w'hich  he  w'as  occupied  until  a short 
time  prior  to  his  death,  Eeb.  16,  1871.  Mr.  Pettis 
was  a highly  valued  citizen,  and  he  always  exerted 
a pow'erful  infiuence  for  good  in  his  community, 
giving  freely  of  his  time  and  means  to  any  project 
tending  to  the  advancement  of  the  city,  county  or 
State.  Through  his  children  the  name  has  been 
further  honored,  and  has  been  connected  with  a 
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number  of  enterprises  in  wliich  the  best  interests 
of  society  have  been  associated. 

i\lr.  Pettis  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be- 
ing Phebe  Alverson,  whom  he  married  Dec.  4, 
1809,  and  bv  wliom  he  had  several  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  Hr.  Pettis  was  married 
(secon^l)  Jan.  14,  1836,  to  Mary  Hunnewell,  and 
to  this  union  there  were  born:  James  L.,  born  No\. 
" 1838  is  a resident  of  Olneyville ; W alter  H., 

born  .March  26,  1842,  died  Aug.  4,  1843 ; and  Edna 
blastings,  born  Jan.  ii,  1846,  is  the  widow  of 
Edward  F.  Bradford,  who  died  Jan.  3,  1887.  The 
mother  of  these  children,  a woman  of  many  virtues, 
died  April  8,  1889. 

ALBERTUS  MERYIN  GOLVIN  was  born 
:\Iav  28,  1866,  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I., 
son'of  Samuel  Alfred  Colvin  and  grandson  of  Hol- 
den Colvin,  wdio  married  Sally  Taylor.  Samuel  A. 
Colvin  married  ^lariah  Hopkins,  daughter  of 
I ewis  Hopkins,  of  Hopkinton,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Edmund  Erlo,  who  died  when  twenty- 
four  years  of  age ; Alvin  Sylvanus,  who  died  when 
seven  years  of  age ; and  Albertus  YIervin. 

Albertus  IMervin  Colvin  was  schooled  in  Hop- 
kinton until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  upon  the  re- 
moval of  his  father  to  Scituate  he  was  put  into 
the  schools  there.  He  began  work  early  in  life 
and  before  his  twelfth  year  had  spent  one  year  in 
the  Rockville  ^lanufacturing  Company’s  mill.  In 
Scituate  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  during  the  winter  months. 
After  completing  his  education,  such  as  it  was,  he 
still  continued  working  with  his  father  until  after 
his  marriage.  He  then  took  a position  in  W arwick 
as  a common  laborer  on  the  Stephen  Harris  farm, 
where  after  one  year  he  was  made  superintendent, 
and  there  he  continued  another  year  in  that  capac- 
ity. In  October,  1890,  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Colvin  renaoved 
to  Cranston,  and  took  up  their  residence  on  the  place 
which  they  now  own  and  occupy  (then  the  home 
of  the  foster  parents  of  IMrs.  Colvin,  Hr.  and  Airs. 
Edward  Gladding.)  Not  only  is  this  place  the 
property  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Colvin,  but  they  also 
purchased  the  James  Angell  farm  of  115  acres, 
and  about  100  acres  of  wood  land  besides.  Air. 
Colvin  is  engaged  in  farming,  lumbering  and  the 
retail  milk  business,  having  begun  the  latter  busi- 
ness with  only  six  cow's,  and  now  having  up- 
wards of  eightv  cows,  producing  aboyt  700  quarts 
of  milk  daily.  In  his  lumbering,  farming  and  wood 
business  Air.  Colvin  keeps  nine  horses  at  work. 
One  of  the  evidences  of  thrift  and  progressiveness 
seen  on  Air.  Colvin’s  farm  is  his  magnificent  hay 
and  cattle  barn,  60x80  feet,  perhaps  the  finest  barn 
in  that  section  of  the  county.  In  1907  he  completed 
his  home,  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  that  section, 
and  fitted  with  all  modern  improvements.  In  Airs. 
Colvin  Air.  Colvin  has  a faithful  and  sympathetic 
helpmate,  and  they  have  worked  together  for  their 
present  well  deserved  success.  Air.  Colvin  is  a 


Republican  in  politics,  with  strong  independent 
proclivities,  and  in  local  matters  always  votes  for 
w'hat  he  considers  the  best  man  for  the  office.  The 
family  attend  the  Baptist  Church. 

Air.  Colvin  was  married  Dec.  24,  1887,  to  Julia 
Alariah  Whitman,  daughter  of  Alfred  Young  and 
Sylvania  (Colvin)  Whitman,  the  latter  a daughter 
of  Benoni  and  Celia  (Collins)  Colvin.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Albertus  AI.  Colvin  are: 
Adabel  Alariah,  born  Nov.  21,  1890;  Erlo  Alvin, 
Alay  6,  1892;  Clarence  E.,  April  2,  1893;  and  El- 
mer Everett,  Alarch  25,  1897. 

WARREN  W.  LOGEE,  a well-known  citizen 
of  Pascoag,  postmaster,  and  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  insurance  business,  is  a descendant  of  the  old 
Huguenot  family  of  Loge,  Loja,  etc.,  the  name 
being  variously  spelled,  and  a great-great-grand- 
son of  Philip  Logee,  of  Smithfield,  who  was  admit- 
ted a freeman  of  the  colony  at  the  Alay  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  1741. 

Philip  Logee,  it  is  said,  came  from  England  and 
settled  first  at  Boston,  later  at  Wrentham  and 
finally  in  Glocester,  now  Burrillville.  He  mar- 
ried in  Smithfield,  July  4,  1754,  Gomfort  Chace, 
and  two  children  are  of  Smithfield  record  as  born 
to  them,  namely:  Caleb,  born  July  19,  1756;  and 
Aaron,  born  Feb.  16,  1759. 

Caleb  Logee,  son  of  Philip,  was  a farmer  and 
resident  of  what  is  known  as  the  “Logee  Dis- 
trict,” in  the  north  part  of  Burrillville,  where  he 
died  Sept.  23,  1825.  Both  Caleb  and  Aaron  Logee 
were  officers  in  the  old  militia,  the  former’s  ser- 
vice, of  record,  beginning  as  lieutenant  of  the 
Fourth  Company  of  Glocester  in  1795,  and  Aaron’s 
in  1800.  Caleb  and  Rachel  Logee  were  parents 
of  the  following  children : Comfort  C.,  born  Feb. 
23.  1777.  died  Feb.  20,  1844;  Cyrus,  born  Oct. 
12,  1778,  died  in  Woonsocket,  Alarch  i,  1853; 
Daniel,  born  July  25,  1780,  removed  to  Douglass, 
Mass.;  Darling,  born  Alay  12,  1782,  died  Alay  12, 
1816;  Dorphin  (or  Dauphin),  born  Feb.  26,  1785, 
was  a farmer  on  the  homestead,  and  died  Jan. 
14,  1853;  Rhobe,  born  Jan.  18,  1792,  died  Feb. 
6,  1792;  Caleb,  born  Alarch  23,  1796,  died  Alay  5, 
1878;  and  Burrill  was  born  Jan.  21,  1800. 

Burrill  Logee,  son  of  Caleb  and  grandfather 
of  Warren  W.,  was  born  in  what  is  now  Burrill- 
ville, and  when  a young  man  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Round  Top,  remaining  in 
that  locality  for  about  twenty  years,  when  he  lo- 
cated at  Pascoag,  and  for  a number  of  years  was 
engaged  in  the  same  business  there.  He  then 
formed  a partnership  with  a Air.  Pickup,  and  under 
the  name  of  Logee  & Picku]:)  they  were  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  woolens  in  a stone  building 
which  stood  on  the  Emerson  privilege,  now  the  site 
of  the  Hawthorne  Alills  at  Pascoag.  The  partner- 
ship continued  until  1856,  when  Mr.  Logee  sold 
out  and  located  at  Putnam,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  same  business,  but,  meeting  with 
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financial  reverses  in  the  panic  of  1857,  returned 
to  iiurrillville,  that  place  Ijeing  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  Graniteville,  May  12, 
1873,  his  remains  being  interred  at  Pascoag.  i\Ir. 
Logee  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  at  one 
time  represented  Burrillville  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Mr.  Logee  married  Martha  Steere,  born  July 
15,  1805,  daughter  of  Adin  and  Rhoda  (Cook) 
Steere,  and  she  died  Jan.  5,  1879.  Adin  Steere, 
her  father,  was  a son  of  Simeon  and  Mary  (Wal- 
ker) Steere,  grandson  of  Jonah  and  Lydia  (Whip- 
ple), great-grandson  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Field),  and  great-great-grandson  of  John  Steere, 
who  came  from  England  and  was  ancestor  of  the 
Steere  family  in  Rhode  Island.  Two  children 
were  born  to  Burrill  Logee  and  his  wife,  as  fol- 
lows: Norris  James  was  born  Jan.  5,  1828;  and 
iMartha  Sophia,  born  May  8,  1838,  is  the  wife  of 
Jerome  A.  Salisbury,  and  resides  at  Edgewood. 

Norris  James  Logee,  son  of  Burrill,  was  born 
in  Burrillville,  and  for  some  years  resided  in  his 
native  town,  but  later  located  at  Woonsocket, 
Providence  and  New  York.  He  returned  to  Bur- 
rillville, where  he  died  Aug.  20,  1891.  In  June, 
1847,  Woonsocket,  Mr.  Logee  was  married  to 
Eliza  Jane  Jillson,  born  iMay  12,  1828,  daughter  of 
Shubael  W.  and  Fanny  (Whipple)  Jillson,  and 
she  died  at  Westfield.  N.  J.,  May  2,  1897,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
are  buried  at  Pascoag.  Their  four  children  were : 
(i)  Ella  L.,  born  June  23,  1848,  married  Edward 
M.  Yought,  a traveling  salesman,  and  they  re- 
sided in  New  York.  Fie  died  July  23,  1907,  and 
was  buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  They  had  children : Carrie  Eliza,  born  Oct. 
18,  1870,  married  March  18,  1891,  John  Hunter 
Tennant;  Joseph  Wallace  was  born  Jan.  13,  1875; 
Jessie,  born  July  29,  1877,  married  July  29,  1895, 
John  Herbert  Norris,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Dorothy  Frances  (born  May  17,  1896)  and 
Kathryne  Vought  (born  Nov.  7,  1898)  ; Edward, 
born  Oct.  13,  1879,  married  Edith  Medora  Perrin, 
Aug.  28,  1906;  and  Samuel  Walter,  born  May  15, 
1882,  was  married  March  29,  1905,  to  Sarah 
Louise  Lobley,  and  they  have  one  son,  Samuel 
Edward  (born  Jan.  2,  1906).  (2)  George  Steere, 

born  Aug.  15,  1857,  resided  in  New  York,  where 
he  died  unmarried  April  29,  1899.  (3)  Warren 

Wood  was  born  Jan.  ii,  1859.  (4)  Walter  P., 

born  May  28,  1861,  died  Nov.  27th  of  the  same 
year. 

Warren  Wood  Logee  was  born  in  Providence, 
and  was  about  one  year  old  when  his  father  re- 
moved to  New  York,  which  city  was  his  home  un- 
til his  sixteenth  year.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  New  York,  and  also  spent 
one  year  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
In  1^5  he  located  at  Harrisville,  and  after  being 
• employed  at  various  kinds  of  work  became  a book- 
keeper for  the  firm  of  Tinkham  & Far  well  in  that 


village,  remaining  there  until  1880.  At  this  time 
he  became  station  agent  for  the  Providence  & 
Springfield  railroad,  at  Harrisville.  but  in  1882 
resigned  this  position  to  become  bookkeeper  for 
William  A.  Inman,  the  woolen  manufacturer  at 
Graniteville,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  until 
the  fall  of  1883.  He  then  became  freight  agent 
for  the  Providence  & Springfield  railroad,  at 
Providence,  and  held  that  position  for  about  four 
and  one-half  years.  Returning  to  Graniteville,  he 
again  became  bookkeeper  for  Mr.  Inman,  but  in 
1889  purchased  the  drug  store  of  Byron  E.  Dewey, 
at  Pascoag,  which  he  conducted  until  February, 
1902,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  devote  his  attention 
to  his  rapidly  increasing  insurance  business,  he 
having  succeeded  to  the  business  formerly  con- 
ducted by  William  J.  Tracey  and  Philip  O.  Haw- 
kins. Mr.  Logee  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in 
September,  1898,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Pas- 
coag, a position  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  the 
present  time.  He  is  a member  of  Granite  Lodge, 
No.  26,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Harrisville;  Scituate 
Chapter,  No.  8,  R.  A.  ^I. ; Woonsocket  Com- 
mandery.  No.  24,  Knights  Templar ; Rhode  Is- 
land Consistory,  reaching  the  Thirty-second  de- 
gree, and  is  also  a member  of  Palestine  Temple, 
(Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  prominent  in  political,  so- 
cial and  business  circles  of  Pascoag,  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  com- 
munity. 

On  (March  24,  i88r,  Mr.  Logee  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Irene  Isabel  Inman,  born  in  Bur- 
rillville, daughter  of  the  late  Oliver  A.  and  Matilda 
E.  (Beckwith)  Inman. 

CHARLES  TILLINGHA.ST  NICHOLS,  in 
his  lifetime  a highly  respected  citizen,  farmer  and 
a member  of  an  early  settled  family,  was  born 
in  West  Greenwich,  June  6,  1799,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Amy  Nichols. 

Joseph  Nichols,  son  of  Joseph,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  Aug.  27,  1765,  and 
there  married  his  wife  Amy,  born  Feb.  i,  1774. 
Their  children  were:  Hannah,  born  July  31,  1790; 
Hannah,  May  13,  1792;  Alice,  Aug.  28,  1794;  Jo- 
seph, Dec.  26,  1796;  Charles,  June  6,  1799;' Allen, 
March,  1801 ; and  Ambrose,  NMv.  25,  1803. 

Charles  Tillinghast  Nichols,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Amy,  born  June  6,  1799,  in  West  Greenwich,  was 
there  reared,  and  he  passed  all  of  his  life  in  his 
native  town.  He  married  Phebe  Ann  Money, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Elenor  Money,  and  to 
them  came  the  following  children : Amy  Elenor, 
born  July  31,  1836,  died  Jan.  25,  1853;  Phebe  Ann, 
born  April  2,  1838,  died  Jan.  2,  1843  ; Joseph,  born 
April  27,  1840,  died  Aug.  31,  1841  : Mary  Eliza, 
born  Jan.  2,  1842,  married  the  late  Silas  Bradford 
\y  hit  ford,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1907;  Charles  M.  was 
born  (May  2,  1846;  and  Phebe  M.,  born  March  10, 
1848,  died  Jan.  25,  1853.  Of  these  Charles  M.  is 
the  only  survivor. 
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Mr.  Nichols,  the  father,  settled  upon  one  of 
the  homestead  farms  of  his  father,  and  passed  a 
life  of  useful  activity  as  a farmer.  He  was  a 
man  of  quiet  tastes  and  disposition  who,  by  his 
industry  and  intelligence,  secured  a fair  share  of 
success.  He  was  much  attached  to  his  home 
circle,  and  took  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  his  community.  His  early  years 
were  attended  by  some  measure  of  ill  health, 
though  he  later  acquired  a robust  physique,  and 
was  "well  known  for  his  ability  and  endurance  in 
the  hard  labor  of  the  farm.  His  moral  character 
was  without  stain  or  blemish.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  death  occurred  Jan. 
17,  1868,  and  he  was  buried  at  Noose  Neck  Ceme- 
tery. in  the  vicinity  of  which  he  had  passed  his 
life.  As  a husband  and  father  he  was  kind  and 
indulgent,  and  as  a neighbor  and  friend  he  was 
much  esteemed. 

BROWN.  The  Brown  family  of  Middletown, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  all  this  section 
of  the  State,  has  had,  and  still  has,  many  worthy 
bearers  of  the  name,  especially  in  the  persons  of 
the  late  William  C.  Brown,  of  White  Hall,  IMiddle- 
town,  his  son  Abram  A.  Brown,  the  present  owner 
of  the  White  Hall  farm,  and  the  late  George  Arm- 
strong Brown,  the  well  known  surveyor,  and  his 
family. 

(I)  Nicholas  Brown  appears  early  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  island 
of  Aquidneck  in  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
nine  signers  of  the  compact  of  1639  for  a body 
politic.  Pie  became  a freeman  in  1655.  He  was 
twice  married,  marrying  (second)  Frances,  widow 
of  George  Parker.  His  will  was  proved  in  Decem- 
ber, 1694,  his  grandson,  Tobias  Brown,  being  ex- 
ecutor. The  children  of  Nicholas  Brown  were: 
Nicholas,  Abraham,  Jane  and  William. 

(II)  William  Brown,  son  of  Nicholas,  was 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  married  and  had  chil- 
dren : IMartha,  Jane  and  Tobias. 

(HI)  Tobias  Brown,  son  of  William,  married 
Alice  Burrington,  and  their  children  of  Little 
Compton  town  record  were:  John,  born  in  1705; 
Abrabam,  born  in  1707:  \\’illiam,  born  in  1709; 
Nicholas,  l)orn  in  1710;  Alice,  born  in  1711  ; Sarah, 
born  in  1717;  and  Robert,  born  in  1720.  Tol^ias 
Brown  was  a large  landowner  in  (Middletown, 
Little  Compton  and  Tiverton.  To  his  son  William 
he  willed,  April  i,  1734,  his  farm  in  Middletown; 
to  John  and  Abraham  he  gave  his  farm  in  Tiver- 
ton ; and  to  Nicholas  and  Robert  he  gave  his  Little 
Compton  property.  Toluas  Brown  died  in  the 
summer  of  1734. 

(I\’)  William  Brown,  son  of  Tobias  and  Alice 
(Burrington)  Brown,  born  in  1709,  likely  in  Little 
Compton,  married  in  October,  1742,  Judith  Palmer, 
of  Little  Compton,  born  (March  28,  1719,  and  their 
children  of  (\Iiddletown  town  record  were:  Wil- 
liam, born  July  i,  1743;  Priscilla,  Aug.  24,  1744; 


Gideon,  Sept.  18,  1745;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  25,  1746; 
Ruth,  June  6,  1748;  Sarah,  (March  26,  1752;  Par- 
don, Nov.  18,  1754;  Peleg,  April  28,  1757;  Lydia, 
Feb.  23,  1759;  James,  Jan.  5,  1761;  and  Palmer, 
July  9,  1762. 

(V)  Gideon  Brown,  son  of  William  and  Judith 
(Palmer)  Brown,  born  Sept.  18,  1745,  likely  in 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  married  Sarah,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  Aliddletown  town  record  were : Mary, 
born  June  8,  1768;  Ruth,  Nov.  4,  1769;  Gideon, 
Sept.  15,  1771  ; Elizabeth,  May  15,  1773. 

(\T)  Gideon  Brown  (2),  son  of  Gideon  and 
Sarah  Brown,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1771,  and  married 
Sarah  Anthony,  of  Middletown,  where  he  settled, 
engaged  in  farming.  To  Mr.  and  (Mrs.  Brown 
were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  only  five  grew  to 
maturity,  namely : Sarah,  Mary,  Sallie,  Abraham 
and  Samuel. 

(\TI)  Abraham  Brown,  son  of  Gideon  (2), 
married  Ruth  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Coggeshall,  and  their  children  were : Lydia,  born 
Jan.  8,  1814,  married  Rowland  Lewis  (deceased), 
and  she  died  in  Middletown  Oct.  29,  1907,  in  the 
ninety-fourth  year  of  her  age ; William  C.,  born 
July  4,  1818  ; Deborah,  born  April  1 1,  1824,  died  aged 
two  years;  Maria,  born  Aug.  18,  1826,  married 
Daniel  Smith,  and  died  in  (Middletowm  ; and  Peleg, 
born  (May  30,  1829,  died  young.  Abraham  Brown 
became  the  owner  of  the  Bishop  Berkeley  estate, 
known  as  the  White  Hall  farm,  and  there  he  made 
his  home  and  died.  He  w'as  highly  esteemed  in 
the  community.  His  family  all  helonged  to  the 
Baptist  Church,  at  New'port. 

(\TII)  William  C.  Brown,  son  of  Abraham  and 
Ruth  (Coggeshall)  Brown,  was  born  on  the  White 
Hall  farm,  P^ortsmouth,  July  4,  1818,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  making  farming  his  life  work. 
Pie  became  the  owner  of  one-third  of  the  estate 
including  the  old  mansion,  which  is  now'  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  of  New- 
port. He  built  a fine  dw'elling  house,  barns,  etc., 
and  made  many  extensive  and  modern  improve- 
ments on  the  place,  also  adding  other  land,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  having  sixty-eight  acres  of  well- 
cultivated  fields.  He  was  naturally  industrious, 
and  he  took  great  pride  in  the  neat  appearance  of 
his  farm.  His  political  sympathies  were  wdth  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  cared  little  for  politics. 
His  death  occurred  Feb.  9,  1885,  when  he  was 
sixty-six  years,  seven  months  and  five  days,  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  Middletown  cemetery.  He 
married  Plunice  Barker,  born  (May  16,  1820,  daugh- 
ter of  Arnold  Barker;  she  died  Feb.  21,  1895, 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  (Mrs.  \Vard.  on  Hony- 
man  Hill,  Middletowm.  Their  children  were : 
Abram  Arnold;  Nathan  Barker,  a farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Middletowm  ; William  C.,  who  died  in 
his  tw'enty-fourth  year ; Annie,  wdio  married  Abner 
Herbert  Ward,  of  (Middletowm  ; Esther,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Noel  Coggeshall,  w'ho  died  young; 
Clara  Etta,  who  died  in  California,  the  wife  of 
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James  IM.  Miller,  a civil  engineer  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

(IX)  Abram  Arnold  Brown,  eldest  son  of 
^\’illiam  C.  Brown,  was  born  at  White  Hall,  Ports- 
mouth, Oct.  29,  1846,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Middletown,  the  Newport  high  school 
and  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  After  leaving 
school  he  returned  home  and  worked  for  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  began  farming  for 
himself,  spending  six  years  on  the  Malbone  farm, 
and  eighteen  years  on  the  Samuel  Allen  farm, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  In  1894  he  moved  back  to  the  home  at 
White  Hall,  and  there  he  has  since  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  and  dairying.  He  keeps 
a large  stock  of  fine  Jersey  cattle,  selling  the  prod- 
uct to  Newport.  Besides  the  White  Hall  estate 
he  owns  other  land,  now  operating  about  150  acres 
in  IMiddletown ; much  of  it,  however,  he  uses  for 
pasturage.  He  has  prospered  greatly,  and  the  sur- 
roundings of  his  home  speak  well  for  his  thrift 
and  good  taste.  His  dairy  is  a model  of  neatness, 
and  his  stock  shows  the  best  of  care.  Mr.  Brown 
is  an  independent  Republican,  and  has  always  been 
interested  in  his  town’s  welfare.  For  two  terms  he 
represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  serv- 
ing there  on  the  committee  on  Education.  In 
1906  Air.  Brown  was  also  a candidate  for  State 
Senator  from  Middletown,  but  was  defeated  by 
several  votes.  In  1907,  as  the  candidate  of  the 
Citizens’  Association  of  Middletown,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  that  town  in  the  State  Senate.  He 
has  always  worked  in  behalf  of  the  public  schools, 
and  has  done  good  service  on  the  school  committee 
in  District  No.  5,  which  he  has  served  as  trustee. 
The  Middletown  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
found  in  him  and  his  family  active  members  and 
willing  supporters,  and  he  has  performed  faithfully 
and  well  the  duties  of  steward  and  trustee  of  the 
church,  also  serving  as  treasurer  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Josephine  L.  Barker,  daughter  of  the  late 
Job  Barker,  died  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren : Lillian  IMaria,  who  married  Herbert  A. 
Smith,  of  Middletown,  and  they  are  now  living  in 
Attleboro,  Alass.,  the  parents  of  one  son,  Dalton 
E. ; James  William,  who  married  Lottie  AIcDonald, 
of  Newport,  and  resides  in  Providence.  Mr.  Brown 
married  (second)  Nov.  10,  1875,  Maria  Elizabeth 
Cory,  who  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  daughter  of 
the  late  Andrew  J.  and  Lucy  Maria  (Almy)  Cory, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  children  as 
follows:  Albert  Cory  is  located  in  New  York; 
Abram  Arnold,  Jr.,  who  married  Julia  Sherman, 
and  has  two  children,  Wilfred  and  Clara,  resides 
in  Newport;  (deorge  Andrew  is  located  in 
the  State  of  Washington ; David  Almy  is  en- 
gaged at  home  with  his  father ; and  Gladys,  who 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  her  native 
town,  the  Rogers  high  school  at  Newport,  and 


the  Normal  School  in  Providence,  is  now  engaged 
in  teaching,  and  is  also  assistant  organist  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Middletown. 

(V’)  Peleg  Brown,  son  of  William  and  Judith 
(Palmer)  Brown,  born  April  28,  1757,  married 
July  9,  1778,  IMary,  born  July  14,  1761,  daughter 
of  Joshua  Coggeshall,  and  their  children  of  Mid- 
dletown record  were:  Thomas,  born  Jan.  8,  1779; 
A'lercy,  born  Nov.  5,  1780;  Joseph,  born  Sept.  7, 
1782;  Judith,  born  May  21,  1784;  Peleg,  born 
March  3,  1786;  Palmer,  born  Dec.  8,  1787;  Anne, 
born  May  3,  1790;  William  Coggeshall,  born  April 
II,  1792;  James  Hale,  born  July  31,  1794;  George 
Coggeshall,  born  Dec.  2,  1798;  Pardon,  born  Dec. 
24,  1801 ; Joshua  Coggeshall,  twin  of  Pardon,  born 
Dec.  24,  1801  ; and  Robert  Dennis,  born  March  22, 
1805.  Peleg  Brown,  the  father,  died  at  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Nov.  26,  1831. 

(\T)  Pardon  Brown,  son  of  Peleg  and  Mary 
(Coggeshall)  Brown,  was  born  Dec.  24,  1801,  in 
Middletown,  and  there  in  the  public  schools  re- 
ceived his  education.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
spent  some  time  in  Narragansett,  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  passed  in  Middletown,  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  an  extensive  land  owner  in 
what  was  knowm  as  Brown’s  Lane,  having  about 
200  acres  besides  what  he  owned  in  South  Kings- 
town and  on  Gould  Island.  He  was  public-spirited 
and  very  progressive,  and  his  reputation  for  honesty 
was  untarnished.  He  died  on  his  farm  March 
24,  1881,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Brown  family 
cemetery,  where  a headstone  marks  his  -last  resting 
place.  In  his  youth  he  joined  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Newport,  but  later  in  life  he  became 
affiliated  with  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  Narra- 
gansett, R.  I.,  he  married  Lucy  Armstrong,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Nathaniel  and  Lucy  (Champlin)  Arm- 
strong, born  Nov.  14,  1804;  she  died  May  20,  1830, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Brown  cemetery.  To 
this  union  were  born : George  Armstrong,  born 
Oct.  4,  1822;  Pardon,  born  July  5,  1825,  died  April 
13,  1830;  Mary  Ann,  born  Aug.  19,  1826,  married 
George  C.  Coggeshall,  of  IMiddletown ; Joshua 
Coggeshall,  born  Feb.  24,  1828;  and  Nathaniel 
Armstrong,  born  May  20,  1830,  married  Sarah 
Carr,  of  Portsmouth.  For  his  second  wife  Pardon 
Brown  married,  June  19,  1831,  Sarah  .Sanford, 
born  Aug.  13,  1810,  died  Aug.  3,  1891,  who  is 
buried  in  the  Brown  cemetery.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  were:  Lucy  IMaria,  born  IN  larch  6, 
1834,  married  James  A.  Brown,  of  North  Stoning- 
ton.  Conn. ; Peleg,  born  July  14,  1836,  married  in 
the  West,  and  died  at  Reno,  Nevada,  in  1877; 
Lydia  Briggs,  born  Dec.  16,  1839,  married  John 
Sanford,  of  Middleboro,  Mass.;  and  Pardon,  born 
April  25,  1845,  and  residing  in  Modoc  county, 
California,  married  (first)  Sarah  Elizabeth  Stod- 
dard, and  (second)  a woman  from  the  West. 

(\TI)  (deorge  Armstrong  Brown,  son  of  Pardon 
and  Lucy  (Armstrong)  Brown,  was  born  in  Mid- 
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dletown  Oct.  4,  1822,  and  in  the  district  schools 
received  the  foundation  of  the  good  education  he 
acquired  in  after  years  through  his  own  reading 
and  studv.  He  settled  down  to  farming  on  the 
homestead,  of  which  he  owned  sixty-four  acres. 
Resides  his  farming  he  was  for  many  years  engaged 
in  civil  engineering,  surveying,  etc.,  in  iMiddletowm 
and  vicinity.  He  "laid  out  the  route  for  the  New- 
])ort  Water  Works,  and  so  capably  performed 
several  like  tasks  that  he  was  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  first  in  his  profession.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a A’hig  and  later  a Republican,  and  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  assessors  of  IMiddle- 
town  for  several  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  a member  of  the  Home  Guards,  holding  the 
commission  of  lieutenant,  an  appointment  received 
from  Gov.  Sprague.  In  early  life  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport, 
and  in  1867  he  joined  the  iMethodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  iMiddletown,  and  continued  a faithful 
member  of  the  latter  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
local  preacher,  steward,  trustee,  and  \vas  teacher 
and  superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school.  He  died 
Jan.  6,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  was 
buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Middletown.  He 
was  twice  married : First,  in  iMiddletown  he  wed- 
ded Sarah  Wood  Anthony,  daughter  of  Philip 
Anthony.  She  died  Dec.  24,  1847,  ^g^d  twenty- 
seven,  and  was  buried  in  the  Brown  cemeterv. 
On  Nov.  30,  1849,  married  Elizabeth  Coggeshall 
Anthony,  born  April  i,  1825,  died  Nov.  28,  1887, 
a sister'  of  his  first  wife.  To  this  marriage  \vere 
1)orn  children  as  follows : Sarah  Wood  Anthony, 
born  Oct.  i,  1850;  Arthur  Wellington,  born  May 
29,  1852;  i\Iary  Julia,  born  July  29.  1854;  Philip 
Anthony,  born  April  19,  1857 ; Lucy  Armstrong, 
born  Aug.  21,  1859,  married  Frederick  A.  Smith, 
of  Middletown ; Anne  Anthony,  born  Sept.  28, 
1861,  married  Arthur  W.  Chase,  of  Middletown; 
George  A.,  born  Aug.  18.  1866,  married  Ida  May 
Peckham,  and  he  died  Aug.  4,  1892 ; and  William 
L.,  born  ]\Iay  28,  1870,  married  Melinda  Grace 
Peckham,  of  Middletown,'  Rhode  Island. 

(VTII)  Philip  Anthony  Brown,  son  of 
George  Armstrong,  born  April  19,  1857,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  the  Rhode  Island 
State  Normal,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1877. 
He  taught  school  in  ^^liddletown,  Portsmouth,  Prov- 
idence, South  Kingstown,  Perryville,  proving  him- 
self an  able  instructor.  In  1879  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  for  two  years  he  was  bookkeeper  for 
a lumber  manufacturer.  Returning  then  to  Rhode 
Island,  he  operated  a grist  mill  in  Jamestown  for 
some  time,  but  later  settled  down  to  farming  on  the 
old  homestead  where  he  has  since  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying.  On  March  16,  1887, 
in  Newport,  INlr.  Brown  married  Emeline  Rosa- 
mond De  Blois,  who  was  born  in  IMiddletown, 
daughter  of  George  and  Emeline  (Allen)  De 
Blois,  and  they  have  children : Elizabeth 

Anthony,  born  Nov.  ii,  1892;  Emeline  Rosamond, 


born  Sept.  6,  1896;  George  Armstrong,  born  Jan. 
31,  ICOI. 

Miss  Sar.vh  Wood  Anthony  Brown  received 
a good  education  in  the  district  schools  and  fitted 
herself  for  the  profession  of  teaching,  attending 
the  State  Normal  School,  from  which  she  gradu- 
ated in  1875.  She  taught  school  in  Little  Compton, 
Portsmouth  and  Auburn,  R.  I.,  and  gained  a high 
reputation  as  an  instructress  of  marked  ability  and 
erudition.  She  has  now  retired  and  is  making  her 
home  on  the  homestead. 

xVrthur  Wellington  Brown,  eldest  son  of 
George  Armstrong  Brown,  was  born  May  29,  1852, 
and  in  1872  was  graduated  from  the  State  Normal 
school.  On  leaving  school  he  taught  for  some  time  in 
South  Kingstown,  and  although  he  has  given  up 
teaching  he  still  gives  his  attention  to  literary  pur- 
suits, and  was  for  several  years  connected  with  the 
publication  of  “Success.”  His  business  is  in  Provi- 
dence, while  he  makes'  his  home  in  South  Kingstown. 
In  November,  1877,  he  married  Rozella  Champlin, 
daughter  of  James  Champlin,  of  South  Kingstown, 
and  they  have  had  six  children,  namely : Clarence 
Champlin,  Howard  Earle,  Lester  Freeman,  Cora, 
Clifford  Armstrong  and  Oscar  Brown.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  Sept.  5,  1906,  at 
South  Kingstown. 

WILLIAM  HUNTOON.  The  late  William 
Huntoon,  of  Providence,  for  a third  of  a century 
one  of  that  city’s  well  known  business  men,  was 
a descendant  of  a family  that,  while  not  an  old 
one  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  an  early  set- 
tled one  in  Northern  New  England.  The  Hun- 
toon and  Hunton  families  are  the  same,  although 
the  name  in  early  records  appears  more  frequently 
as  Hunton.  The  Arms  of  the  family  of  Hunton 
(or  Huntoon)  found  in  Wiltshire,  England,  are 
described  as  follows : Sable  on  a chevron,  ermine 
between  three  talbots  passant,  argent ; crest,  a 
demi-talbot  rampant  and  erased  argent.  Granted 

1578. 

( I ) Philip  Hunton,  the  accredited  ancestor  of 
all  the  Huntoons  or  Huntons  in  New  England, 
came  to  this  country  when  a boy.  Traditions  in 
regard  to  the  place  from  which  he  came  vary. 
One  is,  that  upon  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  a family  bearing  the  name  of  Hunton  fled 
from  France  and  sought  refuge  in  the  Island  of 
Jersey,  whence  came  Philip  to  America.  Another 
tradition,  of  less  authenticity,  is,  that  he  was  the 
youngest  son  of  an  English  gentleman,  and  feeling 
deeply  wronged  at  the  manner  in  which  his 
father's  property  was  divided,  resolved  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  America.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
country  he  was  employed  by  a man  at  Exeter,  N. 
H.,  named  Hall.  With  the  daughter  of  this  man 
he  fell  in  love,  and  subsequently  married  her.  He 
resided  in  Exeter  until  about  1703,  and  then  set- 
tled in  Kingston,  N.  H..  because  of  the  danger 
from  the  Indians  in  the  former  place. 
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The  danger  was  not  averted,  however,  and  (ulv 
22,  1710,  while  Philip  Hunton  and  his  eldest'son 
Samuel  were  ploughing^  in  a field  near  his  house, 
they  were  surrounded  by  Indians  who  fired  upon 
them  and  killed  the  son.  Philip  and  a neighbor 
named  Jacob  Gilman  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
were  cruelly  tormentetl  by  their  captors.  They 
were  taken  to  Canada  where  they  arrived  in  an 
exhausted  and  half  starved  condition,  and  were 
sold  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  French.  They  were 
ofifered  their  freedom  by  the  latter  if  they  would 
teach  them  to  saw  lumber  after  the  'English 
method.  This  they  did,  and  returned  to  their 
homes  in  New  Hampshire,  after  an  absence  of  two 
}ears.  The  saw  mill  they  erected  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  first  for  sawing  lumber  ever  erected 
in  Canada,  but  it  is  said  the  French  could  never 
make  it  run.  Philip  died  at  an  advanced  age,  Mav 
10,  1752. 

Philip  Hunton  married  about  1687,  Betsey  Hall, 
of  Exeter,  N.  H.,  who  died  leaving  six  children, 
Samuel,  Philip,  John,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 
His  second  wife,  who  was  named  Hannah,  died 
Dec.  22,  1741. 

(II)  John  Hunton,  born  about  1696,  married 
IMary  Rundlett.  He  was  a corporal  in  Captain 
Ladd's  company,  and  went  marching  after  the 
enemy  in  1724.  He  was  selectman  of  Kingston 
in  1740,  and  his  name  appears  on  public  records 
between  1730  s^nd  1750-  His  children  were  named 
Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Charles,  Lydia,  John,  Josiah, 
Daniel,  Mary,  Mary  (2),  Daniel  (2),  Joseph  and 
Benjamin. 

(III)  Nathaniel  Hunton  (or  Huntoon),  born 
in  1721,  died  shortly  before  1793.  He  enlisted  in 
Capt.  Ladd's  company  for  scout  duty  July  16,  1746, 
and  was  dicharged  Oct.  30.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  grantees  of  Salisbury,  N.  H.,  in  1749, 
but  it  is  not  'understood  that  he  lived  there.  In 
1759  he  was  captain  of  a company,  and  was  with 
Wolfe  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham.  He  also  com- 
manded a company  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revo- 
lution. He  removed  to  Unity  as  early  as  1772. 
He  married  first  Anna  Dearborn,  iMay  22,  1742, 
who  was  mother  of  all  his  children,  namely : 
Sarah,  Caleb,  Philip,  Mary,  Hannah  and  Mary. 
His  second  marriage  Aug.  26,  1789,  was  to  Martha 
Judkins,  of  Kingston. 

(IV)  Philip  Hunton,  born  June  18,  1749,  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  married  Polly 
Willard,  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.  Their  children 
were:  Nathaniel,  Willard,  Hilton,  Susanna.  Anna, 
Hannah  and  Eliza. 

(V)  Willard  Huntoon  married  Rhode  Buck- 
ley,  and  their  children  were:  Willard,  William 
Simeon,  Warren,  Washington,  Wilson,  Eliza  and 
Sally.  He  adopted  the  present  form  of  the  name 
Huntoon. 

(VI)  William  Simeon  Huntoon,  father  of 
William,  was  born  in  January,  1812,  in  Rutland, 
Vt.  He  left  home  when  a young  man  and  went 


to  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  began  life,  and 
where  he  resided  for  a number  of  years,  finally 
engaging  in  the  manufacturing  of  whips  in  West- 
field,  Mass.  He  remained  there  until  1845,  when 
he  disposed  of  his  business,  came  to  Providence 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  cigars  in  a small 
way.  The  business  grew  from  the  start,  and  in 
time  he  had  the  largest  cigar  factory  in  New  Eng- 
land. He  continued  the  manufacture  of  cigars, 
with  his  son  William,  as  a partner,  estab- 
lishing the  firm  of  William  S.  Huntoon  & 
Son,  wholesalers  and  retailers  of  cigars.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Samuel  Gorham,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed as  clerk,  was  admitted  to  partnership, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Huntoon  & Gorham,  which 
firm  name  was  continued  (even  after  the  death  of 
William  S.  Huntoon)  for  thirty-two  years,  when 
Mr.  William  Huntoon  purchased  the  interest  of 
Air.  Gorham. 

William  S.  Huntoon  was  married  in  Spring- 
field,  Alass.,  to  Martha  Pease,  of  that  city.  She 
survived  him  and  died  in  Providence  Jan.  5,  1894, 
aged  eighty-two.  They  had  one  child,  William. 
Air.  Huntoon  suffered  from  poor  health  for  a num- 
ber of  years  before  his  death,  so  that  his  extensive 
business  affairs  were  looked  after  and  managed 
by  his  son.  He  died  Aug.  14,  1876,  and  was 
buried  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery. 

(VII)  William  Huntoon  was  born  in  Spring- 
field,  Alass.,  July  29,  1834.  He  received  his  earlier 
schooling  in  the  public  schools  at  Westfield  and 
Providence,  and  completed  his  studies  at  a private 
school  in  Springfield.  He  was  about  eleven  years 
old  when  the  family  came  to  Providence.  After 
leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  father, 
and  in  time  was  taken  into  partnership  as  before 
mentioned.  Air.  Huntoon  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1895  after  a successful  career,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  sons,  Harrison  B.  and  William  C. 
Huntoon,  who  have  very  efficiently  carried  on  the 
business,  which  they  incorporated  in  1901  under 
the  firm  name  of  The  Huntoon  and  Gorham  Com- 
pany, confining  themselves  to  the  manufacture  of 
cigars. 

Air.  Huntoon  married  in  Providence,  June  25, 
1868,  Aliss  Rebecca  S.  Barrows,  a native  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Evelyn  (Alor- 
ris)  Barrows.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them: 
(I)  Harrison  Barrows,  born  Alay  i,  18(59, 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Provi- 
dence, and  after  leaving  school  became  connected 
with  the  business,  and  incorporated  the  present 
firm — The  Huntoon  & Gorham  Company — of 
which  he  is  now  the  treasurer.  He  married  Aliss 
Florence  Carj^enter,  who  died  Alarch  ii,  1907, 
leaving  two  children,  Alaxwell  Carpenter  and  Har- 
rison Barrows,  Jr.  (2)  William  Caswell,  born 
Sept.  13,  1871,  completed  his  education  at  Brown 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894. 
He  then  connected  himself  with  The  Huntoon  & 
Gorham  Company,  of  which  he  is  president.  He 
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married  ]\liss  ^Mary  Comstock,  who  died  Feb.  12, 
1905,  leaving  two  children,  Louis  Hall  Comstock 
and  William  Caswell,  Jr.  .Mr.  Huntoon  married 
(second)  Grace  Mae  Spalding. 

William  Huntoon  was  much  interested  in  Ala- 
sonry  and  was  one  of  the  best  known  members  of 
the  craft  in  the  city.  On  May  8,  i860,  he  be- 
came a member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21, 
A.  F.  & A.  i\L ; of  Providence  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  Oct.  24,  1872;  of  Providence  Council,  No. 
I,  R.  & S.  M.,  a short  time  later,  and  Nov.  26, 
1872,  he  became  a member  of  Calvary  Com- 
mandery,  No.  13,  Knights  Templar;  he  also  be- 
longed to  all  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  reaching  the 
thirty-second  degree. 

Although  Mr.  Huntoon  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  a number  of  years,  his  death  finally  came  quite 
suddenly.  Sept.  15,  1903.  He  was  buried  in  Swan 
j’oint  Cemetery.  Mr.  Huntoon  had  a wide  ac- 
quaintance, and  he  stood  high  as  a business  man 
as  well  as  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowmen. 

LEONARD  PEARCE  BOSWORTFI,  pro- 
prietor of  the  flourishing  granary  and  general 
store  at  Barrington,  R.  L,  and  successor  to  his 
father  as  founder  of  the  oldest  business  in  the  town, 
is  descended  from  an  old  English  family,  his  first 
American  ancestors  settling  in  Hingham,  iMass., 
about  1635,  and  'later  ones  in  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
and  Barrington.  His  direct  line  is  traced  through 
ILlward  and  Nathaniel  (born  in  England),  Joseph, 
Joseph  (2),  Joseph  (3),  Samuel,  Pearce  and  Leon- 
ard Smith. 

(I)  Edward  Bosworth  and  his  wife.  IMary, 
embarked  for  New  England  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth 
and  Dorcas"  in  1634.  IMr.  Bosworth  died  as  the 
ship  was  nearing  port,  and  his  remains  were  buried 
in  Boston.  His  widow  and  the  children  next  ap- 
])ear  in  the  records  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  as  early 
as  1635,  and  there  ]\Irs.  Edward  Bosworth  died 
iMay  18,  1648.  Their  children,  all  probably  born 
in  England,  were  as  follows : Edward  Jonathan, 
horn  1611:  Benjamin,  1613;  iMary,  1614;  and  Na- 
thaniel, 1617. 

(H)  Nathaniel  liosworth,  son  of  Edward  and 
Mary,  came  to  New  England  with  his  parents  in 
1634.  His  children  were : Nathaniel,  baptize<l 
July  29,  1647;  Jeremey,  twin  to  Nathaniel;  Han- 
nah, baptized  July  16,  1650,  married  Joseph  Jacob; 
loseph.  l)aptizcd  [une  6.  1652;  IRllamy,  liaptized 
Nov.  20,  1654:  John,  baptized  in  1656  ; Mary,  bap- 
tized Oct.  4,  1657:  Edward,  baptized  May  29,  1659; 
and  Bridget,  baptized  Aug.  19.  1660. 

(HI)  Joseph  Bosworth,  son  of  Nathaniel,  bap- 
tized June  6,  1652,  married  Eeb.  10,  1680,  Esther 
Smith  (probably  the  one  of  record  in  Rehoboth 
as  Hester),  born  Feb.  7,  1661,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Smith.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born 
Nov.  17.  i68r  ; Joseph,  Sept.  27  (12),  1683;  Esther, 
Jan.  10.  1685  ; and  Judith,  Feb.  12,  1689-90. 

(IV)  Joseph  Bosworth  (2),  son  of  Joseph, 


born  Sept.  12,  1683,  married  Aug.  23,  1715,  Lydia 
Kent.  Their  children  were : Lydia,  born  Oct. 
29,  1716;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  22,  1717-18;  Esther,  born 
Jan.  22,  1719;  Joseph,  Dec.  8,  1721;  Judith,  Jan.. 
2,  1723-24;  Lydia  (2),  Dec.  18,  1725;  Mary,  Oct. 
9,  1732;  and  Jabez,  Feb.  8,  1734-35- 

(V)  Joseph  Bosworth  (3),  son  of  Joseph  (2),, 
born  Dec.  8,  1721,  married  Dec.  10,  1743,  Anne 
Low,  of  Barrington.  Their  children  were:  Sam- 
uel, born  May  19,  1744;  Louise,  Dec.  26,  1745-46;. 
and  Joseph,  Dec.  10,  1747. 

(VT)  Capt.  Samuel  Bosworth,  born  May  19,. 
1744,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  Elizabeth  Joy. 
Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  June  3,  1771; 
Samuel,  wSept.  20,  1773;  Pearce;  Mary,  Oct.  30,. 
1779;  Lydia;  Pearce  (2)  ; Elizabeth,  May  13,  1782;. 
and  Anne,  born  Oct.  12,  1787  (?). 

Capt.  Bosworth  w’as  a cooper  by  occupation,, 
and  lived  at  the  Ferry.  During  the  Revolution 
he  was  an  active  patriot.  He  was  lieutenant  of 
a Barrington  company  in  1775  ; was  appointed  by 
the  town  Feb.  12,  1776,  captain  of  an  artillery  com- 
pany of  two  guns.  He  appeared  with  several  of  his 
men  on  the  alarm  at  Bristol,  April  i,  1776.  On 
Thursday,  June  5,  1777,  he  was  ordered  by  Col. 
Nathan  Miller  to  keep  a guard  of  eight  men  on 
Rumstick  for  fifteen  days.  His  company  was  called 
into  action  at  Warren  and  Bristol,  and  presumably 
on  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  battle  of  1778. 
Capt.  Bosworth  was  a “gentleman  soldier  of  the 
senior  class,”  in  1781.  He  died  March  4,  1824, 
aged  eighty  years.  “His  descendants,”  says  Dr. 
Bicknell,  “have  been  among  the  most  useful  citi- 
zens of  the  town  (Barrington),  and  are  the  best 
evidences  of  a worthy  ancestor.” 

(VH)  Pearce  Bosworth,  the  son  of  Capt.  Sam- 
uel, born  Oct.  12,  1787,  married  Sept.  27,  1812,. 
Celinda  Ingraham,  born  April  27,  1791,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Alma  (Humphrey)  Ingra- 
ham, of  Barrington.  Their  children  w^ere : 
Eliza  Ann,  born  Oct.  24,  1813;  Richard  Tay- 
lor, Aug.  14,  1815;  James  Ingraham,  March  30, 
1819;  Leonard  S.,  June  20,  1821;  Mary  Pearce, 
Sept.  5,  1823;  Nancy  Ingraham,  July  i,  1825;  and 
Caroline  S.,  April  4,  1830. 

(VHI)  Leonard  Smith  Bosworth,  son  of 
Pearce,  born  June  20,  1821,  married  Aug.  10,  1848, 
Laura  Dunn,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Rachel. 
(Goldthwait)  Dunn,  of  Northbridge,  Mass.,  and 
to  them  were  born  children  as  follow's : Caroline 
S.,  born  IMay  21,  1852,  married  Charles  K.  Reed, 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  became  the  mother  of  four 
children,  Bertha  W.,  Chester  A.,  Ralph  W.  and 
Mona  A.,  Leonard  P.  was  born  Nov.  7,  1856. 

Mr.  Bosworth  received  only  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  common  schools  of  his  day  and 
neighborhood  afforded.  He  established  himself  in 
business  as  a lumber  and  coal  merchant,  and  his 
success  was  secured  by  strictly  honest  dealing, 
genial  manners  and  a Christian  character.  De- 
scending on  both  sides  of  old  Plymouth  stock,  he 
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Avas  a thorough  going  z\merican.  Mr.  Bosworth 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
interested  in  all  its  home  and  missionary  work. 
His  active  mind  gained  strength  and  discipline 
throughout  his  busy  and  useful  life.  In  town 
affairs  he  was  always  true  to  principles  and  convic- 
tions, and  was  honored  by  election  to  the  school 
committee  and  the  town  council.  He  was  also 
collector  of  the  town  taxes  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Bosworth  died  March  15,  i888.  Says  L)r.  Bicknell, 
in  his  history  of  Barrington,  “Mr.  Bosworth  was 
one  of  the  best  representatives  of  the  New  Eng- 
land type  ■ of  character  that  Barrington  has  pro- 
duced.” 

(IX)  Leonard  Pearce  Bosworth,  son  of  Leon- 
ard Smith  and  Laura  (Dunn)  Bosworth,  was  born 
Nov.  7,  1856,  at  the  Ferry,  in  Barrington.  His 
modest  schooling  was  obtained  in  his  native  town, 
he  being  for  a time  a student  at  the  private  insti- 
tution in  charge  of  Prof.  Cady.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen, he  commenced  work  in  his  father’s  store  at 
the  Ferry.  In  1881  he  and  his  father  purchased  a 
lot  at  Barrington  Center,  and  built  a small  store 
and  granary  which  the  son  operated  for  four  years, 
the  combined  business  being  conducted  as  L.  S. 
Bosworth  & Son.  In  1885  the  firm  completed  the 
present  store,  residence  and  carriage  hou^  at  Bar- 
rington Center,  the  business  being  continued  until 
June,  1902,  under  the  name  of  L.  S.  Bosworth  & 
Son.  It  then  became  known  as  at  present — L.  P. 
Bosworth — although  the  senior  member  had  been 
dead  since  1888.  The  business  is  not  only  the  old- 
est in  town  hut  among  the  most  important,  giving 
constant  employment  to  seven  or  eight  men. 

Leonard  P.  Bosworth  has  always  been  a Re- 
publican, and  has  served  for  one  year  in  the  coun- 
cil. He  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Barrington,  a good  citizen,  a substantial  and 
shrewd  business  man,  and  a credit  to  his  native 
town  and  county.  His  wife,  formerly  Evelyn  Max- 
well Peck,  was  a daughter  of  Albert  and  Susan  R. 
(Smith)  Peck,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children : jMiriam  Louise,  born  Sept.  3,  1889,  and 
Albert  Leonard,  born  April  23,  1892. 

\AIANCHFSTER.  Through  nearly  two  cen- 
turies has  the  name  of  Manchester  figured  in  the 
history  of  the  ancient  town  of  Bristol — a town  of 
the  old  Plymouth  Colony — and  for  fifty  years 
earlier  the  name  was  identified  with  Portsmouth 
and  adjacent  settlements.  hrom  Benjamin  and 
Martha  (Seahury)  Manchester,  a record  of  whom 
is  in  both  Little  Compton  and  in  Bristol,  descends 
the  Bristol  branch  of  the  family,  which  is  perpetu- 
ated in  main  through  the  children  of  John  and 
Rebecca  (Christopher)  Manchester.  Among  these 
representatives  have  been  J.  Howard  and  the  late 
lames  Cook  ^Manchester  (sons  of  the  late  William 
Cox  .Alanchester),  long  substantial  business  men 
and  citizens  of  the  town,  their  sons,  and  also  some 


of  the  children  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Alanchester, 
Albert,  John  and  Philip. 

This  Bristol  branch  of  the  Manchester  family, 
too,  is  of  Revolutionary  stock,  and  eligible  to  the 
Societies  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  some  of  them  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  privilege  of  honor  and  distinc- 
tion, notably  J.  Howard  and  the  late  James  Cook 
Alanchester  and  the  former’s  sons,  Charles  H.  and 
William  L.,  who  are  identified  with  the  Bristol 
Chapter  of  the  S.  A.  R.  J.  Howard  and  the  late 
James  Cook  Manchester  are  directly  descended  in 
the  fifth  generation  from  Benjamin  Manchester, 
whose  family  were  the  forerunners  of  the  name  in 
Bristol  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  Ben- 
jamin was  most  likely  a direct  descendant  of 
Thomas  Manchester,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  as  early 
as  1655,  and  who  married  Mary  Wood  and  left  a 
numerous  posterity  in  that  section.  From  Ben- 
jamin Manchester  the  lineage  of  the  Alanchester 
brothers — J.  Howard  and  James  Cook — is  through 
Nathaniel  (of  the  Revolution),  John  and  AVilliam 
Cox  Manchester.  These  generations  in  detail  as 
far  as  known  and  in  the  order  named  follow. 

— (I)  Benjamin  Manchester  married  Aug.  16, 
1723,  Martha  Seabury,  born  Feb.  7,  1704.  daughter 
of  Joseph  Seabury,  who  married  Airs.  Phebe 
(Fobes)  Smith.  Joseph  Seabury  was  born  June 
8,  1677,  his  wife  in  1679,  and  they  died,  respec- 
tively, Aug.  22,  1755,  and  April  21,  1755.  The 
children  of  Benjamin  and  Alartha  Alanchester 
were:  Ruth,  born  Jan.  15,  1726-27;  Rachel,  born 
Oct.  14,  1729;  Seabury,  born  Alarch  30,  1732  (died 
in  that  same  year)  ; Alary,  born  April  2,  I733i 
William,  born  Feb.  12,  1735-36  (died  Aug.  22. 
1757,  on  the  coast  of  Africa)  ; Seabury  (2),  born 
Aug.  27,  1740;  Nathaniel,  born  April  2,  1743-44. 

-^(II)  Nathaniel  Alanchester,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  April  2,  1743-44,  married  June  8,  1769,  Eliza- 
beth Cox,  born  in  1750,  and  their  children  were: 
Richard,  who  died  Dec.  9,  1770;  Alary,  baptized 
Sept.  29,  1771,  who  married  Peter  Trinn;  John, 
born  July  20,  1774;  Nathaniel,  born  Alarch  4, 
1777:  Elizabeth,  born  June  8,  1779;  Fanny  P.., 
born  in  1788;  and  Lydia  P.,  born  in  January,  1790. 
Nathaniel  Alanchester  served  as  a private  from 
Bristol  in  the  Continental  troops  in  the  Revolution. 
He  was  made  a United  States  pensioner  in  1832, 
and  died  April  8,  1833. 

-—(Ill)  John  Alanchester,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born 
July  20,  1774,  was  collector  of  the  port  of  Bristol 
for  some  years.  He  married  Jan.  5,  1798,  Re- 
becca Christopher,  and  their  children  were:  (i) 
William  Cox,  born  Feb.  18,  1799,  was  baptized 
Oct.  5,  1800.  (2)  Fanny,  born  in  September,  1802, 

died  in  February,  1879.  (3)  Nathaniel,  born  July 

24,  1804,  baptized  Nov.  5,  1804,  was  married  Dec. 
14,  1835,  to  Eunice  Gladding  Coit,  who  was  horn 
Alarch  31,  1813,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eunice 
(Gladding)  Coit,  and  their  daughters  were  Anna 
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r,.  and  Eunice  B.  ^lanchester.  (4)  John,  born  Oct. 
18,  1806,  was  baptized  June  7,  1807.  (5)  Albert 

was  born  April  ii,  1808.  (6)  Philip  was  born 

Aug.  I,  1811.  (7)  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  12,  1813, 

was  baptized  June  26,  1814.  (8)  Jeremiah,  born 

Sept.  II,  1815,  was  baptized  .May  24,  1816.  (9) 

George,  born  Sept.  12,  1817,  baptized  June  19, 
1818,  died  June  30,  1850.  All  were  baptized  in  St. 
iMicbael's  Church. 

(1\')  W illiam  Cox  iMancbester,  son  of  John, 
born  Feb.  18.  1799,  married  June  20,  1820,  iMartba 
James  Gladding,  born  Sept.  7,  1806,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  William  Allen,  born  Sept.  24,  1832; 
Charlotte  Gladding,  Aug.  7,  1835 ; Frederick  H., 
July  30,  1838;  John  Howard,  March  24,  1842; 
and  James  Cook  and  Thomas  Shepard  (twins), 
iMarch  20,  1848. 

William  C.  iMancbester  was  a respected  and 
esteemed  citizen  of  Bristol,  where  bis  life  was 
j)assed.  He  received  bis  schooling  there,  and  while 
in  the  employ  of  Joseph  Coit  learned  the  trade  of 
ship  carpenter,  though  he  served  no  regular  ap- 
prenticeship. He  did  work  in  that  line  for  the 
Crandalls  of  Bristol  for  some  time,  and  also  for 
James  De  Wolf,  and  while  in  the  latter's  employ 
was  engaged  in  making  repairs  on  the  old  vessels 
‘‘Remittance,’’  “Balance,"  “Gen.  Jackson,”  “Leon- 
idas,'’ and  “Ganges,’’  and  on  the  bark  “W'dnthrop.” 
He  also  built  a number  of  yachts  in  the  earlier 
days  of  that  industry  in  Bristol,  before  the  town 
had  attained  world-wide  fame  for  craft  of  that 
kind.  Before  the  Herreshoffs  commenced  building 
for  themselves  he  constructed  small  sailing  craft 
for  them,  under  their  supervision,  building  all  hut 
two  of  the  boats  which  the  father  of  the  present 
Herreshoft’s  owned.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  at  work  on  the  “Sprite"  for  John  B.  Herres- 
hoff.  Some  time  in  the  thirties  he  built  for  Daniel 
Chase,  of  Prudence  Island,  the  “Harvest,”  one 
of  the  fastest  boats  in  its  class,  and  which  was  not 
beaten  for  thirty  years.  It  went  to  pieces  in  the 
Sak'onnet  river  during  the  great  gale  of  1868. 
In  1848  he  built  a yacht  for  Jacob  Babbett,  at  the 
time  of  the  birth  of  his  twin  sons,  James  and 
Thomas,  and  when  she  was  ready  for  launching 
iMajor  Babbett  insisted  upon  calling  her  the  “Two 
Boys.”  Mr.  ^Manchester  was  also  a builder  of 
whale  boats  at  one  time,  and  a model  of  a whale 
boat  which  he  made  in  1828  is  as  good  as  ever 
to-day ; it  is  an  exact  model  in  every  respect,  having 
just  the  same  number  of  pieces  as  the  larger  boat. 
He  also  helped  to  build  all  the  boats  constructed  in 
Bristol  for  the  government  for  the  Mexican  war. 

In  about  1850  Mr.  .Manchester  left  what  was 
virtually  his  life  work  to  enter  the  employ  of  Cajit. 
Joseph  L.  Gardner,  who  came  to  Bristol' and  built 
a large  sawmill  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town, 
near  where  the  woolen  mill  now  stands.  He  as- 
sumed the  superintendency  of  this  mill,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  position  until  his  eyesight  was  de- 
sin.yed  by  a sjdint  from  a circular  saw.  in  1856 


or  1857.  He  was  a very  ingenious  man,  and  a 
leader  in  his  line  for  many  years.  In  fact,  so  highly 
was  he  thought  of  as  a mechanic  that  a man  from 
Warren  who  desired  his  valuable  services  said 
that  if  he  would  pick  out  a house  he  would  buy 
it  and  give  it  to  him.  Mr.  Manchester  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  but  he  was  never 
active  in  party  affairs.  He  was  a member  of  St. 
iMicbael’s  Ghurch,  having  been  confirmed  late  in 
life.  His  sudden  death,  from  heart  disease,  oc- 
curred Nov.  10,  1859,  and  iMrs.  Mancheker  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  iMay  29,  1882. 

(V)  John  Howard  Manchester  was  born 
[March  24,  1842,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Bristol.  He  passed  through  the  grammar 
school,  attending  until  about  fifteen,  when  he  com- 
menced to  work  at  carpentering,  at  which  he  con- 
tinued for  three  or  four  years,  though  he  did  not 
serve  a regular  apprenticeship.  For  two  years  he 
was  engaged  in  work  on  St.  Michael’s  church.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1861  he  began  to  w'ork  for 
Charles  A.  Green,  who  conducted  a tin  and  sheet 
iron  business,  and  whom  he  bought  out  in  1862. 
He  has  continued  the  business  ever  since,  adding 
plumbing  to  the  original  lines,  and  for  over  forty 
years  has  been  the  recognized  leader  in  his  branch 
in  and  around  Bristol.  The  establishment  is  the 
oldest  of  its  kind  in  Bristol,  and  one  of  the  old- 
est business  houses  of  any  kind  in  the  town.  It 
was  originally  located  on  Water  street,  and  thence 
moved  to  the  small  building  immediately  north 
of  the  present  location,  which  had  been  formerly 
occupied  by  the  post  office  for  a number  of  years. 
Since  the  present  building,  known  as  the  Man- 
chester building,  was  erected  in  1873,  the  business 
has  been  conducted  from  this  stand.  [Mr.  Man- 
chester has  not  only  been  successful  in  building 
up  the  business  which  was  his  first  important 
undertaking,  but  he  has  also  been  active  in  the 
meantime  in  other  enterprises  affecting  at  once 
the  progress  and  the  commercial  standing  of  the 
community.  He  served  five  years  as  superintend- 
ent, treasurer  and  secretary  of  both  the  Bristol 
Gas  Light  Company  and  the  Willimantic  Gas 
Light  Company,  in  both  of  which  he  was  interested 
as  a stockholder,  and  as  the  full  direction  of  affairs 
was  left  in  his  hands  the  credit  for  their  success 
may  be  justly  given  to  his  able  management.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  a director  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  until  it  was  merged  into  the  In- 
dustrial Trust  Company,  of  which  he  has  ever  since 
been  a director.  He  was  trustee  and  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Bristol  Institution  for  Savings 
for  some  years.  The  proper  administration  of 
public  affairs  has  also  claimed  his  attention,  and 
he  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  various  ca- 
pacities, but  with  unvarying  fidelity  and  efficiency. 
He  was  collector  of  the  port  of  Bristol  and  Warren 
and  custodian  of  public  buildings  during  Presi- 
dent Cleveland’s  first  term,  and  has  served  twenty 
years  as  member  of  the  school  committee,  of  which 
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he  was  chairman  one  year,  and  several  years  as 
member  of  the  town  council.  As  may  he  inferred, 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  ])olitical  sentiment, 
and  until  the  past  few  years  took  an  active  part  in 
the  workings  of  the  party.  He  is  ranked  among 
the  most  successful  men  of  Bristol,  and  has  at- 
tained his  present  high  standing  on  merit  alone, 
and  by  his  own  exertions.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
prominent  Freemason,  a member  of  St.  Alban's 
Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Bristol  (of  which 
he  has  been  master  for  some  years),  and  of  Hope 
Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  H.,  also  of  Bristol  (of 
which  he  has  been  high  priest).  He  was  district 
deputy  grand  master  of  the  State,  taking  a par- 
ticularly active  part  in  the  work  for  six  years. 

Mr.  Manchester  married  Emily  F.  Greene, 
daughter  of  Col.  Charles  A.  Greene,  and  they  have 
two  sons:  Charles  Howard,  born  Jan.  22,  1865, 
and  William  Leonard,  born  Nov.  8,  1870. 

(VI)  Charles  Howard  IManchester,  eld- 
est .son  of  John  Howard,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I., 
Jan.  22,  1865,  and  was  educated  in  the  high  school 
of  his  native  town.  In  1881  he  began  his  career 
as  a banker  by  becoming  clerk  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Bristol.  Later  he  held  the  positions  of 
assistant  cashier  of  that  bank  and  assistant  treas- 
urer of  the  Bristol  Institution  for  Savings;  di- 
rector of  the  First  National  Bank ; trustee  of  the 
Bristol  Institution  for  Sayings ; cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  and  trustee  of  the  Bristol 
Institution  for  Savings  until  they  were  absorbed 
by  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  when  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Industrial  Trust  Company,  and  manager  of  its 
Bristol  branch.  He  is  the  manager  of  the  IMe- 
chanics  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company 
in  Providence.  On  Jan.  21,  1908,  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  of 
Providence.  His  advancement  has  been  due  to 
his  close  application  to  the  duties  of  the  positions 
of  trust  with  which  he  has  been  honored  and  to 
which  he  has  been  an  honor.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
prominent  Freemason,  a member  of  St.  Alban’s 
Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Hope  Chapter,  No. 
6,  R.  A.  M. ; and  St.  John’s  Commandery. 

On  April  7,  1886,  Mr.  ^Manchester  was  mar- 
ried in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  to  Lois  Burnham,  daughter 
of  Anson  B.  Burnham,  and  to  this  union  was  born 
a son,  Howard  Norcott,  Jan.  8,  1887,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Bristol  and  at  St.  John’s 
School  at  Manlius,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  clerk  in  the 
Industrial  Trust  Company  in  Providence. 

(\T)  William  Leonard  IManche.ster,  young- 
est son  of  John  Howard,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  Nov.  8,  1870.  He  is  now  secretary  of  the  Ward- 
well  Lumber  Company,  of  Bristol.  He  has  been 
active  in  town  affairs,  serving  as  member  of  the 
school  committee  from  1902  to  1906,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Sinking  Fund  committee  of  the 
town.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  being 
a member  of  St.  x-\lban’s  Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  h.  & 


A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a past  master ; Hope  Chap- 
ter, No.  6,  R.  A.  M.;  and  Webb  Council. 

On  Dec.  14.  1892,  Mr.  IManchester  married 
Genevieve  Lincoln  Day,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children;  Emily  Genevieve,  Dec.  24,  1893; 
Elsie,  Jan.  22,  1897;  and  John,  July  30,  1906. 

(V)  James  Cook  Manchester,  born  March 
20,  1848,  was  educated  in  Bristol,  completing 

the  grammar  school  course.  His  father  d\ing 
when  he  was  quite  young , he  was  obliged  to 
leave  school  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  his  first 
work  was  on  a farm,  his  wages  being  four  dollars 
a month  and  board.  Then  he  worked  a year  for 
Capt.  Gbediah  D.  De  \'al  in  a grain  store,  and 
afterward  for  his  brother,  J.  H.,  in  the  tin  busi- 
ness. Fie  was  with  him  until  the  spring  of  1865, 
when  he  went  to  work  for  Camp,  Brunsen  & 
Sherry,  there  learning  to  make  sugar  barrels.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  he  went  to  Minnesota  (Minneapo- 
lis), where  he  worked  for  Washburn  Bros.,  mak- 
ing flour  barrels.  ^Minneapolis  then  had  a 'popu- 
lation of  not  more  than  three  or  four  thousand, 
and  he  saw  the  towm  burn  in  one  night.  After 
fourteen  months  there  he  came  back  and  worked 
at  the  sugar  refinery  for  a time,  and  was  then 
employed  for  a wdiile  in  the  Roger  W’illiams  flour 
mill,  in  Providence.  Next  he  went  to  East  Boston, 
and  w’orked  for  Hill  & Wright,  making  sugar  bar- 
rels, and  afterw'ard  he  came  back  to  Bristol.  About 
this  time  he  married  May  Jane  Keating,  of  Bris- 
tol, daughter  of  Robert  Keating.  In  December, 
1872.  he  went  to  w^ork  for  the  National  India 
Rubber  Company,  continuing  in  the  hoot  and  shoe 
pattern  department  until  1883,  when  the  foreman 
of  this  department  died  and  he  took  charge  of  it, 
doing  all  the  designing  and  drafting.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1888,  w'hen  the  firm  failed. 

iMr.  iManchester  next  had  a call  from  the  Ly-^ 
coming  Rubber  Company,  of  Williamsport,  Pa., 
to  take  charge  of  the  boot  and  shoe  department. 
He  was  there  until  about  1892,  and  then  returning 
to  Bristol  again  w'ent  to  w'ork  for  the  National 
India  Rubber  Company  (the  old  company  reor- 
ganized), taking  charge  of  the  shoe  and  pattern 
department.  This  position  he  held'  until  January, 
1905,  having  some  eight  hundred  hands  under 
his  supervision.  i\lr.  ^Manchester  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  line  of  work,  attaining  an  honorable 
position  in  life  by  steady  perseverance  and  unceas- 
ing industry.  He  died  July  7,  1906. 

]Mr.  Manchester  was  always  a Flepublican, 
but  he  took  no  active  part  in  political  mat- 
ters. F'raternally  he  was  a member  of  the  Royal 
.\rcanum,  and  socially  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  of  Bristol  and  Providence. 

iMr.  ^Manchester  married  Mary  Jane  Keating, 
and  fourteen  children  w-ere  born  to  them  : Cieorge 
H.,  born  Oct.  22.  1871.  died  July  5,  1878; 

Charlotte  J.,  born  Feb.  19.  1873.  died  July  31, 
1873:  James  T..  born  April  26.  1874.  was  formerly 
foreman  of  the  .shoe  room  of  the  National  India 
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Rubber  Company  (he  married,  Aug.  30,  1899, 

Susie  E.  Hoar)  ; Alary  E.  was  born  Alay  16,  1875  ; 
iVnnie  H.  was  born  Alay  15,  1876;  twins,  born 
Jul\'  17,  1877,  died  unnamed;  jcremiali  D.,  born 
Sej)t.  30,  1878,  died  in  June,  1879;  George  Hamil- 
ton, born  Jan.  30,  1880,  is  a clerk  in  the  Alerchants 
National  Bank;  Alartha  James  was  born  Feb.  26, 
1883;  Nathaniel,  born  July  6,  1885,  died  April  24, 
188O;  Eunice  Gladding  was  born  Jan.  28,  1888 — ■ 
all  born  in  Bristol;  Jennie  Lycoming  was  born  Nov. 
3,  1889;  William  Cox  was  born  Alarch  7,  1891. 

(\')  Thomas  S.  AIaxchester,  son  of  Wil- 
liam Co.x  Alanchester,  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  calling  in  Bristol,  Fall  River  and 
I’rovidence,  during  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  of 
his  life  working  for  the  Herreshoffs,  who  con- 
sidered him  one  of  their  most  capable  men. 

Gladding.  In  the  maternal  line  the  Man- 
chester brothers — J.  Howard  and  James  Cook — 
come  of  the  old  Gladding  family  of  Bristol,  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  that  ancient  town,  the  fore- 
runner coming  to  the  settlement  in  time  to  attend 
the  lirst  town  meeting,  held  in  September,  1681, 
at  which  the  name  Bristol  was  given  it  and  at 
which  its  first  inhabitants  were  admitted  to  citizen- 
ship. John  Gladding  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  and  his  posterity,  now  among  the  most 
substantial  men  and  women  of  the  communitv, 
have  since  in  turn  through  the  intervening  genera- 
tions sustained  a worthy  and  honorable  connection 
with  the  town  annals.  The  family,  too,  has  allied 
itself  with  some  of  the  first  families  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

(I)  John  Gladding,  so  far  as  known  the  first 
American  ancestor  of  this  Bristol  family,  is  of 
record  in  Newbury,  Alass.,  in  1666  (married 
.Iflizabeth  Rogers).  From  this  John,  whose  son 
John  it  was  who  settled  in  Bristol,  the  line- 
age of  the  Alanchester  brothers  referred  to  pre- 
viously is  through  John  (2),  John  (3),  John  (4), 
John  (5),  Capt.  Samuel  and  Alartha  James  (Glad- 
ding)  Alanchester.  These  generations  in  brief 
follow,  appearing  in  detail  elsewhere  in  the  work. 

(II)  John' Gladding  (2)  (1670)  married  Alice 
Wardwell  (1663-1720). 

(III)  John  Gladding  (3),  born  Sept.  18,  1694, 
married  Alartha  Smith  July  12,  1716. 

(IV)  Capt.  John  Gladding  (4)  (1717-1785) 
married  Alary  Down  (1719-1759). 

(V)  John  Gladding  (5)  (1739-1820)  married 
Lucretia  Smith  (1743-1813). 

(VI)  Capt.  Samuel  Gladding  (1768-1813) 
married  Charlotte  Ingraham  (1767-1836).  He  wms 
a ship  owner  and  merchant  in  Bristol,  prospered 
in  his  business,  and  was  greatly  respected  and 
highly  esteemed.  He  was  a good  citizen,  an  up- 
right and  conscientious  man.  His  house  in  its  day 
was  one  of  the  better  of  the  old  Colonial  houses 
of  Bristol.  It  stood  at  the  foot  of  Constitution 
street,  fronting  Thames,  the  principal  street  of  the 


village,  and  was  built  by  Joshua  Ingraham  (Sept. 
4,  1747),  Air.  Ingraham  being  a grandson  of  Wdl- 
liam  Ingraham,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  original  pur- 
chasers of  the  Alount  hlope  lands  and  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  "Grand  Articles'’  iit  1680,  whereby 
he  came  into  possession  of  a thirty-second  part  of 
the  lands.  Capt.  Cladding's  wife  Charlotte  was  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Alary  (Richmond)  Ingra- 
ham, and  on  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  he 
purchased  the  homestead  (in  1813),  which  for 
fifty  and  more  years  was  known  as  the  old  Glad- 
ding house.  It  was  torn  down  in  1896. 

(VH)  Martha  James  Gladding,  born  Sept.  7, 
1806,  married  William  Cox  Alanchester. 

JAAIES  WILLIAAI  PRICHARD,  who  passed 
away  Alay  14,  1907,  was  a well-known  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Slatersville,  where  he  had  lived 
retired  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  born  on 
North  Main  street,  Slatersville,  North  Smithfield, 
in  September,  1836,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  early 
settled  families  of  Alassachusetts. 

The  Prichard  or  Pritchard  family  is  an  old  one 
in  New  England,  at  different  points  in  Alassachu- 
setts and  the  State  of  Connecticut.  One  Roger 
Prichard,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  as  early  as  1640, 
was  at  Springfield,  Alass.,  in  1643,  early  as 

the  latter  part  of  1653  had  located  at  Alilford, 
Conn.,  in  which  region  of  country  his  posterity 
continue.  Another  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  name 
was  William  Prichard,  of  Lynn  as  early  as  1645, 
of  Ipswich,  1648-1668,  and  later  a settler  at  Brook- 
field. 

The  earliest  of  the  family  of  vital  record  in  the 
town  of  Marblehead  were  Benjamin  and  Charity 
(Dodd)  Prichard,  whose  marriage  occurred  there 
Dec.  15,  1737,  and  whose  children  were:  John, 
baptized  Alay  17,  1741;  John  (2),  Alarch  6,  1742; 
Charity  and  AVilliam,  twins,  Alay  4,  1746;  Joseph, 
Oct.  21,  1750;  and  Sarah,  June  29,  1755. 

Joseph  Prichard,  son  of  Benjamin,  baptized 
Oct.  21,  1750,  married  Dec.  28,  1773,  Elizabeth 
Gould,  and  their  children  were;  Benjamin,  baptized 
Dec.  18,  1774;  Hannah,  March  2,  1783;  Elizabeth, 
in  January,  1785;  Asa  Gould,  Nov.  18,  1787;  John, 
Oct.  3,  1790;  and  Hubbard,  Dec.  30,  1792. 

Benjamin  Prichard,  son  of  Joseph,  baptized 
Dec.  18,  1774,  married  Feb.  6,  1798,  Alary  Alartin, 
and  their  children  were':  Benjamin,  baptized  Nov. 
24,  1799;  Benjamin  ( 2),  baptized  Feb.  21,  1802; 
Alary  Brooks,  Oct.  28,  1804;  Hannah  W.,  in  De- 
cember, 1806,  and  John  Alartin,  Sept.  24,  1809. 

The  town  of  Marblehead,  Alass.,  was  settled 
about  1629,  the  indications  being  that  its  settlers 
were  natives  of  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey, 
in  the  English  Channel ; later  settlers  were  from  the 
west  of  England.  The  early  New  England  Prich- 
ards are  believed  to  be  of  Welsh  origin. 

Benjamin  Prichard  was  born  at  Alarblehead, 
and  was  there  a fisherman  by  occupation.  He  later 
removed  to  Blackstone,  Alass.,  where  he  found  em- 
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ployment  in  the  cotton  mills  and  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Benjamin  F.  Prichard,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  at  Marblehead,  Mass.,  baptized  Feb.  21,  1802, 
and  removed  to  Blackstone  with  his  parents.  After 
growing  to  manhood  he  removed  to  Slatersville, 
where  he  found  employment  in  the  carding  depart- 
ment of  the  Slater  mills.  He  later  worked  at  Ux- 
bridge, Mendon,  and  other  manufacturing  villages 
in  jMassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  spent  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  at  Allendale,  where  he  died. 
He  was  buried  at  Slatersville.  In  his  early  years 
a Democrat,  Mr.  Prichard  became  a Republican 
after  the  Civil  war,  and  held  to  his  new  belief  until 
his  death.  He  was  quite  active  in  church  matters, 
being  a Free  Will  Baptist,  and  was  a Sunday- 
school  teacher  and  superintendent.  Mr.  Prichard 
was  married  Sept.  8,  1826,  to  Lillis  Bowen,  who 
was  born  at  Foster,  R.  I.,  April  18,  1802,  and  died 
at  Georgiaville ; she  was  buried  in  Slatersville 
cemetery.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prichard:  (i)  Mary  Ann,  born 
.May  18,  1828,  died- young.  (2)  Mary  Eliza,  born 
March  12,  1831,  died  in  June,  1905,  unmarried. 

(3)  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  20,  1833,  died  in  Port- 
land, Maine.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Celia 
Handall,  who  bore  him  one  daughter,  Harriet  E., 
who  married  Ernest  W.  Arnold  and  died  at  Arling- 
ton, R.  I.,  leaving  two  children,  Ralph  E.  and  Celia 
M.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  one  son,  Harold. 

(4)  James  W.  was  born  in  September,  1836. 

James  W.  Prichard  was  still  a lad  when  his 

parents  removed  from  Slatersville,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  secured  in  the  district  schools  of  Allen- 
dale and  Centredale  high  school.  His  chances  for 
an  education  were  limited,  however,  as  he  went  to 
work  at  an  early  age,  beginning  in  the  mills  at 
Allendale,  where  he  worked  at  frame  spinning. 
His  tireless  energy  and  faithfulness  won  him  pro- 
motion to  the  position  of  overseer.  On  removing 
to  Georgiaville  he  became  clerk  in  a grocery  store, 
and  there  spent  but  a short  time,  removing  to  what 
is  now  Harrisville  in  1858.  At  that  place  he  worked 
in  the  company  store  of  Steere  & Tinkham  for  about 
two  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  becoming  clerk  in  the  Slatersville  store 
owned  by  George  Johnson.  When  James  Sim- 
mons succeeded  Mr.  Johnson  Mr.  Prichard  con- 
tinued with  the  new  proprietor  for  seven  and  a 
half  years,  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Simmons.  At 
this  time  Mr.  H.  W.  Parkis  purohased  the  store, 
and  j\lr.  Prichard  continued  with  the  latter  gentle- 
man until  1893,  when  he  retired.  After  that  time 
he  led  a quiet  life,  looking  after  his  real  estate  and 
other  property,  and  attending  to  public  duties. 
Prior  to  the  war  Mr.  Prichard  was  a Democrat, 
but  he  became  a stanch  Republican.  For  seven 
years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  as- 
sessors of  North  Smithfield,  and  from  1905  until  his 
death  was  a member  of  the  town  council.  He  was 
a director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Smithfield, 


at  Slatersville,  and  served  as  vice-president  thereof 
for  a number  of  years,  until  his  death.  He  was 
also  a director  in  the  Slatersville  Cemetery  Asso- 
ciation. He  was  buried  at  Slatersville. 

Mr.  Prichard  was  married  (first)  June  8,  1862, 
to  Clarissa  Studley,  who  died  in  1882 ; she  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Byron  Beecher,  who  died 
Sept.  17,  1864.  Mr.  Prichard  was  married  May 
14,  1883,  at  VVdlkinsonville,  Mass.,  to  Hannah  Al. 
Abbott,  daughter  of  George  W.  Abbott. 

UAVHIPPLE.  This  branch  of  the  old  Whipple 
family  of  North  Providence,  R.  L,  is  represented 
in  that  town,  as  heads  of  families,  in  the  persons 
of  Emor  B.  and  William  11.  Whipple,  highly  re- 
spected and  substantial  citizens,  sons  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Whipple,  and  grandsons  of  Captain 
Emor  Whipple,  who  ranked  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  his  community.  The  lineage  is  traced  to 

(I)  Captain  John  \Vhipple,Mjorn  about  1617, 
is  first  found  recorded  in  this  country  at  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  where  he  was,  as  early  as  1632, 
in  the  service  of  Israel  Stoughton.  John  Whipple 
was  a carpenter  by  occupation.  In  1637  he  re- 
ceived a grant  of  land  in  Providence,  and  in  1659 
was  received  as  a purchaser  of  lands  in  that  place. 
In  1639  married  Sarali^  who  was  born  about 
1624,  and  both  united  with  the  church  in  1641. 
He  was  a Deputy  in  1666-69-70-72-76  and  1677. 
His  death  occurred  Alay  16,  1685.  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1666,  their  remains  being  first 
buried  on  his  own  land,  and  afterward  removed  to 
the  North  Burying  ground.  Their  children  were: 
John,  born  in  1640;  Sarah,  1642  ; Samuel,  1644; 
Eleanor,  1646;  Mary,  1648;  William,  1652  Ben- 
jamin, 1654;  David,  1656;  Abigail,  1659;  Joseph, 
1662;  and  ^Jonathan,  1664. 

(H)  Benjamin  Whipple,  born  in  ,1654,  mar- 
ried April  I,  1686,‘^Ruth,  daughter  of' James  and 

■Hannah  (Field)  Alatthewson,  and  was  a resident  of 
Providence.  He  died  March  ii,  1704,  and  his 
widow  pass^  away  after  that  year.  Their  chil- 
dren were : ^^enjamin,  born  Nov.  ir,  1688; 'Ruth, 
May  12,  1691,'  Mary,  March  3,  1694  ,-^Josiah,  July 
29,  i697;Jjohn,  Feb.  25,  1700;  and 'Abigail,  June 
12,  1703. 

(HI)  'Benjamin  Whipple  (2),  born  Nov.  ii. 
1688,  in  Providence,  removed  to  North  Provi- 
dence anti  located  on  a farm  given  him  by  his 
father.  He  was  also  a tanner  and  currier,  and  his 
death  occurred  April  27,  1788  [year  is  given  I78t): 
date  of  birth  possibly  1686],  in  the  one  hun- 
dredth year  of  his  age.  On  Nov.  ii,  1722,  he  mar- 
ried (first)  ^Sarah,  daughter  of  Gabriel  Bernon, 
a French  Huguenot  who  came  to  America  on  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  a wealthy 
man  who  greatly  aided  the  Colonies.  The  second 
wife  of  Benjamin  Whipple  wasRsther  Aliller.  His 
children  born  to  his  first  marriage  were : ^ndred, 
born  Feb.  3,  1724;  Benjamin,  Jan.  5,  1725-26; 

' Content,  Aug.  30,  1727;  Daniel,  September,  1728; 
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Ephraim,  Nov.  7,  1729;  and  Esther,  i\Iay  28,  1732. 
To  the  second  marriag^e  were  born : - Beneger, 
June  17,  1734;  Stephen,  Jnly  24,  1735;  and  Jo- 
sei)h.  Jan.  1,  1737. 

(IV)  Ephraim  Whipple,  born  Nov.  7,  1729, 
was  a farmer  and  resided  on  Emit  Hill  in  North 
Providence.  He  was  one  of  the  (leading  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a man  noted  for  his 
piety  and  sound  judgment.  He  married  Wlarv 
Hawkins,  and  their  children  were:  Emor,  and 
Benjamin  and  Ephraim,  twins. 

(\')  Captain  Emor  Whipple,  born  about  1772, 
was  a farmer  and  resided  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson,  William  H.  Whipple,  in 
North  Providence.  Captain  Whipple  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  for  the  time,  and  a man  quite  well- 
to-do.  He  was  at  one  time  a captain  in  the  local 
company  of  militia,  and  in  that  way  acquired  his 
title.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  and 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Emit  Hill  Baptist  Clmrch, 
and  was  a liberal  contributor  to  its  support,  and  a 
man  who  took  a deep  interest  in  religious  matters. 
He  died  July  31,  1849.  buried  in  a ceme- 

tery near  his  home.  He  married  CA.bigail  Brown, 
who  died  Dec.  15.  1838,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year 
of  her  age.  They  had  these  children  : ' Amasa,  a 
farmer  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Emor  B.  Whipple,  there  married *^Susan  Olney, 
and  died ; Ephraim,  a farmer  and  wheelwright, 
married  'Susan  barnqm,  and  died  in  Smithheld, 
K.  I.pMary  married  Josiah  Crooker,  a merchant 
of  Providence  Dorcas  married'  Charles  Gilbert, 
who  for  many  years  kept  the  store  at  Allendale; 
Sarah  died  young;  and  "Benjamin. 

(\I)  Benjamin  Whipple,  the  youngest  of  the 
above  family,  was  born  Eeb.  9,  "t8ii,  in  North 
Providence,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer 
all  of  his  life.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
and  assisted  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death, 
after  which  he  came  into  possession  of  the  farm, 
added  other  land  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  23,  1897,  and  he  was  buried 
m the  burial  ground  before  mentioned.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Democrat,  but  always  declined  pub- 
lic office.  He  was  a member  of  the  Emit  Hill 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  a good  business  man, 
industrious,  and  was  most  highly  esteemed  and 
respected.  He  was  married,  in  1834,  to^’-  lMary  Al- 
len, horn  in  \\  oodstock,  W indham  county. 
Conn.,  daughter  of  P Consider  Allen,  and  slie 
died  in  North  Providence,  Feb.  20,  1895, 
in  her  eighty-sixth  year.  They  had  chil- 
dren: Emor  R..  born  Harch  6,  1835  Benjamin 
E..  born  Way  3.  1838.  married  Wrs.  Katherine 
(Steere)  Davis,  and  resided  in  Providence,  where 
he  conducted  the  •'Hopkins  Hotel,"  and  there  died; 
and  W illiam  H.,  born  Jan.  12, "1849. 

(^TI)  E^rou  B.  Wmi’PLE,  eldest  .son  of  Ben- 
jamin W hi])ple,  and  a well-known  citizen  residing 
on  Olney  avenue.  North  Providence,  was  born  on 


the  old  home  farm  in  North  Providence,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  school.  He  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  his 
present  property,  formerly  owned  by  his  uncle. 
vAmasa  Whipple,  where  he  has  since  resided.  I'or 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  dairying  in  connec- 
tion with  general  farming,  and  he  met  with  great 
success.  A few  years  ago,  owing  to  poor  health, 
he  gave  up  active  farm  work,  and  is  now  living 
retired. 

Mr.  Wdiipple  was  married,  in  Providence,  to 
•Sarah  B.  Whipple,  who  was  born  in  North  Provi- 
dence, daughter  of  P)enoni  and  Eliza  (IManton) 
W' hippie,  of  that  town.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  children  as  follows : K^harles  A.,  who  is 
connected  with  the  public  market,  at  Providence : 
ancPAlice  B.,  an  accomplished  young  lady,  who  is 
now  engaged  as  a stenographer.  In  politics  Mr. 
Whipple  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  on  the 
town  council,  as  assessor  of  taxes,  and  as  highway 
surveyor. 

(VH)  AVilli.wi  H.  Whipple,  the  youngest 
son  otHlenjamin  Whipple,  was  born  in  the  house 
which  he  now  occupies,  which  house  has  sheltered 
several  generations  of  the  family,  and  which  stands 
on  land  which  has  never  been  outside  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family  since  the  Whipples  first  ac- 
quired it.  Mr.  W’hijiple  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended 
winters,  working  on  the  home  farm  in  the  sum- 
mer months.  He  remained  at  home,  and  came  into 
possession  of  the  home  farm  before  the  death  of 
ins  father.  He  is  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  addition  to  his  extensive  farming  inter- 
ests, and  has  built  several  tenements  on  his  prop- 
erty. 

On  Nov.  25,  1868,  Air.  William  H.  Whipple 
and'  Miss  Almira  E.  Collins  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Whipple  was  born  in  Providence, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  LVlmira  (Sweet)  Col- 
lins. Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  union  : 
Fannie  Allen,  born  iMarch  18.  1876,  who  died  May 
29,  1892:  IMary  Francis,  born  May  27,  1880; 

and'  Frank  Brown,  born  Nov.  25,  1883.  Mr. 

Whipple  is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  partisan,  voting 
for  those  whom  he  considers  the  be.st  men  for 
the  offices.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  ^ 

C.\SWELL  (Newport  family).  Caswell  was 
not  a common  name  among  the  early  emigrants  to 
New  England,  nor  has  it  been  here  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. Thomas  Caswell,  of  Taunton,  apparently 
was  the  only  one  of  whom  the  early  writers  gave 
any  account.  He  was  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  of 
sufficient  age  to  bear  arms  in  1643. 
of  the  original  purchasers  of  what  is  called  the 
North  Purchase,  June  6.  1668,  a tract  of  land 
which  is  now  Ea.ston,  with  parts  of  Mansfield  and 
Norton.  iMass.  He  had  eleven  children,  six  being 
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sons.  One  of  these,  John,  settled  in  what  is  now 
iNlansfield,  and  it  was  through  him  that  descended 
the  late  distinguished  Alexis  Caswell,  D.  D.,  the 
sixth  president  of  llrown  University.  The  most 
of  the  proprietors  and  householders  of  Taunton, 
if  not  all,  were  from  Somersetshire,  England. 

Here  in  Rhode  Island,  and  of  Xewi)ort,  was 
admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony  in  i\lay,  1727, 
one  Job  Caswell,  and  in  1746  Jared  Caswell  of 
Newport,  and  ten  years  later,  in  May,  1756,  Wil- 
liam Caswell,  of  North  Kingstown,  were  admitted 
freemen.  The  Christian  name  of  Job’s  wife  was 
Lydia,  and  their  children,  as  baptized  in  the  Sec- 
ond Congregational!  Church  at  Newport,  were: 
iNlary,  horn  April  20,  1729;  Philip,  Feb.  28,  1730; 
Joseph,  Jan.  21,  1732-33;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  28,  1736; 
Elizabeth  (2),  June  4,  1738;  Job,  Aug.  5,  1739; 
Job  (2),  Oct.  26,  1740;  John,  March  7,  1742; 
Job  (3),  Oct.  16,  1743;  Abigail,  Dec.  9,  1744. 

There  was  born  according  to  family  tradition 
in  Narragansett,  R.  I.,  William  Caswell,  who  died 
in  Newport,  Aug.  ii,  1852,  aged  eighty-seven 
years,  one  month,  twenty-nine  days,  which  would 
make  him  born  June  12,  1765.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, (first)  June  i,  1788,  to  Mercy  Buloid,  who 
died  at  Newport,  July  20,  1816,  aged  forty-nine 
years.  His  second  wife,  who  was  formerly  Mary 
Spencer,  died  Jan.  5,  1849,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  The  first  Mrs.  Caswell  was  probably  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  Buloid,  an  imperfect  recorcl  of 
whose  children  is  of  Newport  church  record. 

This  couple  were  the  parents  of  Robert  and 
grandparents  of  the  present  John  Caswell,  of  New- 
port. Robert  Caswell  was  born  in  Newport  in 
1796,  and  died  in  IMiddletown,  R.  I.,  aged  about 
seventy-six  years.  He  was  a shoemaker  in  his 
younger  days,  later  becoming  a farmer,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  in  good  circumstances.  He 
was  an  attendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  an  old-line  Democrat. 
i\Ir.  Caswell  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Southwick, 
daughter  of  David  Southwick  of  Newport,  and 
she  died  in  1868,  in  Middletown,  aged  about 
sixty-three  years.  They  had  children : John ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Stanhope  Bachel- 
ler,  of  Newport;  Charles,  who  married  , Hannah 
Carter,  of  IMiddletown,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  that  place,  where  he  died ; and  Mercy,  who 
married  David  C.  Smith,  of  Middletown,  where 
they  reside, 

John  Caswell  was  born  March  16,  1833,  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  was  taken  to  Newport  in 
infancy  by  his  parents,  in  which  city  he  received 
his  schooling,  this  being  later  supplemented  by 
a course  in  the  schools  of  IMiddletown,  whither 
his  parents  removed.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  took  up  farming  on  the  home 
farm,  remaining  with  his  father  until  his  marriage 
in  1855,  when  he  engaged  in  carpentering  for  sev^ 
eral  years.  He  then  removed  to  Newport,  open- 
ing a bakerv  on  W’alnut  street,  which  he  con- 


ducted about  twelve  years,  during  this  time  meet- 
ing with  success.  IMr.  Caswell  ‘retired  from  the 
bakery  business  in  1895,  since  which  time  he  has 
lived  retired  on  X'ernon  avenue,  in  his  pleasant 
home,  which  he  erected  in  1894.  Mr.  Caswell 
attends  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  i)olitics  is  a Republican. 

On  Dec.  9,  1855,  Mr.  Caswell  married  Sarah 
H.  Bacheller,  daughter  of  William  Stanhope  and 
Ann  (Barrett)  Bacheller,  of  Newport,  and  she 
died  June  9,  1902,  in  that  city,  the  mother  of  these 
children : William  B.,  a carriage  painter  of  New- 
port, married  (first)  IMinnie  Brewer,  of  Boston, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children — William,  ^tlarian 
and  Ethel  G. — and  (second)  iMary  Carr,  of  New- 
port ; Ann  Elizabeth,  who  died  aged  five  years ; 
Henry  L.,  who  died  aged  three  years ; Ann  Eliza- 
beth, a school  teacher  at  the  First  Grammar 
school.  Newport;  John  Henry,  who  died  when  six- 
teen years  of  age ; and  Arthur  G.,  unmarried,  and 
residing  in  Newport. 

ARNOLD  (W’oonsocket  family,  line  of  Cyrus 
Arnold).  As  will  be  noted  elsewhere  in  this  work 
the  Arnold  family  here  in  Rhode  Island  has  been 
one  of  long  and  honorable  standing,  as  it  was 
formerly  across  the  ocean  in  old  England.  Back 
in  the  early  Colonial  period  the  family  was  es- 
pecially conspicuous  in  public  affairs,  and  through 
the  long  period  of  the  Commonwealth’s  history 
it  has  well  sustained  its  early  record.  But  this 
article  is  especially  directed  to  one  branch  of  the 
numerous  Arnolds  of  the  vicinity  of  Woonsocket, 
some  of  the  descendants  and  the  lineage  of  the  late 
Cyrus  Arnold,  of  the  town  and  later  city  of  Woon- 
socket, a former  manufacturer  and  banker,  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  that  section  of  the  State 
and  prominent  in  public  life. 

In  what  follows  the  genealogy  and  family  his- 
tory is  arranged  in  chronological  order,  beginning 
with  the  emigrant  ancestor. 

(I)  Thomas  Arnold. 

(II)  Richard  Arnold. 

(III)  Richard  Arnold  (2),  born  in  1672,  mar- 
ried (first)  IMary  Woodward,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Pray)  Woodward,  and  (second)  Nov. 
14,  1715,  Dinah,  daughter  of  John  and  Dinah 
(Steere)  Thornton,  and  was  a resident  of  Provi- 
dence and  the  town  of  Smithfield.  R.  I..  respec- 
tively. His  death  occurred  in  June,  1745.  His 
.children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were:  Thomas, 
Richard,  Joseph,  Woodward  and  Edmund ; and 
those  born  to  the  second  were : Josiah,  Naomi, 
Dinah  and  Hannah. 

(IV)  Richard  Arnold  (3)  married.  IMay  19. 
1722,  Ruth  Aldrich.  They  resided  on  what  was  at 
one  time  called  the  “Abraham  Arnold  place.”  IMr. 
Arnold  was  a verv  ingenious  man.  His  children 
were : Ruth,  Jane,  Richard,  Stephen  and  Samuel. 

(V)  Stephen  Arnold,  born  April  23,  1728, 
married  IMay  27,  1749,  Rachel  Arnold,  born  Dec.  19, 
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1730,  (laug^litcr  of  Daniel  and  Latlisheba  (Ballon) 
Arnold.  Air.  Arnold  lived  on  the  homestead.  He 
died  in  the  spring  of  1796.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
a man  of  line  intellect,  benevolent  in  character. 
He  was  frequently  appointed  to  offices  of  trust  by 
his  townsmen  and  the  State ; for  upward  of  thirty 
vears  he  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  His 
children  were;  Alpha,  born  Alarch  2,  1750' 

Elijah,  born  Dec.  15,  1751;  Joanna,  born  March 
8.  1755;  Mercy,  born  Aug.  4,  1757;  Dianna,  born 
Nov.  *^5,  1762;  Bathsheba,  born  Oct.  24,  1764; 

Rachel,  born  Eeb.,  9,  1770;  and  Cyrus,  born  Sept. 
E 1774- 

(\  1)  CvKUs  Arnold,  born  Sept,  i,  1774,  mar- 
ried Ruth  Arnold,  who  was  born  March  7,  1777' 
daughter  of  Rufus  and  Ruth  (Eddy)  Arnold,  and 
their  children  were:  Alpha,  born  April  28,  1799; 
Stephen,  born  Oct.  2,  1801;  Phebe,  born  June  ii, 
1804;  an  infant,  born  Nov.  7,  1806;  Abram,  born 
June  I,  1809;  Alvin,  born  June  2,  1812;  Cyrus, 
])orn  Sept.  7,  1815;  and  Daniel,  who  died  June  7, 
1852. 

( \ 11)  Cyrus  Arnold,  son  of  Cyrus,  was  born 
Sept.  7,  1815,  on  wdiat  is  known  as  Woonsocket 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  R.  1.  He  w'as 
married  Aug.  30,  1846,  to  Celia  Ann  Ballou,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  in  New'  York,  whither 
the  young  couple  went  for  that  purpose,  as  w'as 
customary  at  the  time.  Mrs.  Arnold  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1825,  in  that  part  of  Cumberland  now 
included  in  \Voonsocket,  daughter  of  Hon.  George 
Colburn  and  Ruth  Eliza  (Aldrich)  Ballou.  Her 
father  was  a descendant  of  Maturin  Ballou,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Providence  Plantations,  his 
lineage  being  through  James,  Nathaniel,  Noah  and 
Oliver  Ballou. 

C}rus  Arnold  acquired  such  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  locality  of  his  boyhood  as 
it  was  customary  to  give  the  average  boy  of  that 
day.  In  1842,  when  yet  but  a few  years  past  his 
majority,  he  located  in  the  then  sparsely  settled 
village  of  Woonsocket,  where  his  long,  useful  and 
honorable  career  was  passed.  His  first  business 
venture  here  was  in  the  conduct  of  a general 
country  store,  in  which  as  a partner  he  was  as- 
sociated with  the  late  Thomas  A.  Paine,  and  later 
with  the  late  Alartin  Cary.  Eollowing  this  ex- 
perience, in  1847,  he  became  identified  wdth  the 
business  interests  of  his  father-in-lawq  the  late 
Hon.  George  C.  Ballou,  a prominent  business  man 
and  manufacturer  of  Woonsocket,  and  for  thirty 
years  thereafter  was  superintendent  of  his  mill 
])lant,  known  as  the  “White  Mill,”  and  in  the 
meantime  he  himself  became  a man  of  prominence 
in  that  community,  largely  identified  wdth  the 
manufacturing  and  banking  interests  of  the  towm 
and  city.  He  was  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
American  Worsted  Company,  a director  of  the 
A\'oonsocket  Alachine  & Press  Company,  and  for 
many  years  was  a part  owmer  of  the  Henry  Jeffrey 


Eoom  Harness  Company.  He  was  also  interested 
in  other  enterprises. 

Mr.  Arnold,  as  may  be  inferred,  became  one 
of  the  best  known  men  of  Woonsocket,  one  univer- 
sally respected  and  esteemed  for  his  worth  as  a 
man  and  a citizen,  and  as  well  for  his  ability.  He 
had  watched  the  little  village  of  Woonsocket  grow' 
from  a mere  hamlet  to  a bustling  busy  manufac- 
turing city  of  thousands  of  people,  and  had  him- 
self taken  part  in  its  development.  His  banking 
experiences  there  covered  a long  period  of  years, 
reaching  back  to  the  days  of  the  old  Woonsocket 
P'alls  Bank,  which  later  became  the  Woonsocket 
National  Bank,  and  still  later  w'as  merged  into  the 
Industrial  Trust  Company.  He  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  a director  of  (at  one  time  vice-president) 
the  Citizens  National  Bank.  He  served  his  com- 
munity, whether  iiV  the  old  towm  of  Smithfield,  the 
towm  of  Woonsocket,  or  city,  in  various  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  He  was  a member  of  the  Low'er 
House  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  in  1870,  1871, 
1872,  1873,  1874,  1880  and  1882.  He  was  for  ffve 
terms  a member  of  the  towm  council,  serving  at  one 
time  as  its  president. 

Not  long  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Arnold  built 
the  handsome  mansion  on  South  Main  street  in 
which  he  and  his  wife  and  their  family  lived  so 
long,  in  which  was  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding, and  in  wdiich  he  died.  This  stands  as  a monu- 
ment to  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  He  was  a 
member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  A.  E.  & 
A.  M.,  and  at  one  time  served  as  past  master  of  it. 
Tlirough  his  long  life  of  eighty-seven  years  he  met 
with  varied  experiences,  and  being  a close  observer 
he  possessed  a veritable  storehouse  of  information, 
which  made  him  a good  conversationalist  and  en- 
tertainer. His  disposition  was  a sunny  one,  and 
his  genial  manner  and  generous  heart  gave  many 
a young  man  a “lift”  as  he  started  out  in  life  and 
inspired  him  to  hope  and  confidence. 

During  the  Dorr  trouble  in  1842  Mr.  Arnold 
took  an  active  part  in  the  stirring  events  wdiich 
the  people  of  the  State  had  to  face.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Law  and  Order  party  at  that 
day. 

Air.  Arnold  died  at  his  home  in  Woonsocket 
May  29,  1903,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  Airs.  Ar- 
nold, w ho  passed  away  at  the  home.  No.  409  South 
Alain  Street,  on  Sept.  21,  1906,  was  one  of  the  best 
known  residents  of  Woonsocket  and  held  a high 
position  in  the  regard  of  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Until  she  retired  from  active 
life  because  of  advancing  age  she  was  prominent 
in  social  affairs,  and  was  for  a number  of  years 
president  of  the  Woonsocket  Fortnightly  Club  and 
of  the  Woonsocket  Round  Table  Cluli.  She  was  a 
member  of  Woonsocket  Chapter.  I).  A.  R.  In- 
telligent and  energetic  beyond  the  ordinary,  she 
tvas  interested  in  matters  affecting  the  general  wel- 
fare. and  for  a number  of  years  served  as  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  board  of  visitors  to  State  institutions, 
in  which  she  was  deeply  interested.  She  joined 
the  Baptist  Church  in  young  womanhood,  but  dur- 
ing her  latter  years  she  supported  the  Globe  Con- 
gregational Church,  which  she  attended,  near  her 
home.  Though  not  robust  during  the  last  few 
years  of  her  long  life  she  was  active  until  within  a 
few  days  of  her  decease,  which  was  caused  by  a 
stroke  of  paralysis.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak 
Hill  cemetery. 

Four  children  were  born  to  iSIr.  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
nold, namely:  (i)  George  Ballou,  born  July  14, 
1847,  deceased,  married  Ella  Maria  Walling, 
and  left  four  children:  George,  of  Seattle,  Wash., 
Harry,  who  resides  in  Virginia ; Lawrance,  prac- 
ticing law  in  Seattle ; and  Florence,  now  Mrs. 
Borden,  of  Freehold,  N.  J.  (2)  Florence  Eliza, 
born  Nov.  26,  1849,  married  George  Edward  Sea- 
grave,  and  died  leaving  a son,  Arnold.  (3)  Abby 
Virginia,  born  March  16,  1857,  died  Jan.  8,  1862. 
(4)  Lillian  Alpha,  born  Nov.  25,  1864,  married 
William  E.  Williams,  an  insurance  agent  of  Provi- 
dence, and  died  Dec.  21,  1906,  leaving  a daughter, 
Ruth  Virginia. 

George  Culjjukn  Ballou  filled  a long  life  with 
remarkable  enterprise,  usefulness  and  moral  worth. 
He  accomplished  large  undertakings  with  no  show 
or  display  and  left  a life  record  replete  with  chari- 
table deeds.  He  began  life  a poor  boy  on  a rocky 
farm  in  the  highlands  of  the  town  of  Cumberland, 
and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his 
father.  In  1826  he  and  his  brother,  Hosea  Ballou, 
began  making  .satinet  warps  in  the  village  of  Water- 
ford, on  the  Blackstone  river.  He  was  next  at  Woon- 
socket, engaged  in  spinning  and  dressing  yarn, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1839  he  was  able  to  buy  a 
small  mill  property  there.  As  the  years  came  and 
went  he  grew  in  experience  and  kept  abreast  of 
the  time  in  enterprise  until  he  had  a palatial  stone 
mill  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  “Globe  prem- 
ises,” of  the  Manville  Company,  and  his  mill  posses- 
sions also  included  the  White  Mill,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  Rhode  Island  Dyeing  & Finishing 
Company,  near  Market  Square.  Meantime  he  had 
acquired  a large  interest  in  the  Clinton  Manufac- 
turing Company,  was  president  of  the  American 
Worsted  Company,  and  of  the  Ballou  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  and  was  principal  owner  qf  the 
American  Braid  Works,  his  wealth  amounting  to 
perhaps  a million  dollars.  His  immense  landed 
holdings  extended  ten  miles  beyond  the  limits  of 
Woonsocket,  and  at  that  time  were  covered  prin- 
cipally with  primeval  forests.  “Uncle  George,”  as 
he  was  familiarly  called,  was  of  plain  and  simple 
habits  and  a kind  and  generous  nature.  He  had 
no  taste  or  fondness  for  political  distinction,  and 
only  reluctantly  consented  to  represent  his  town 
in  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly.  He 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
25,  1876,  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  one  of  the  oldest 
Freemasons  in  Rhode  Island.  David  Ballou,  of 


Providence,  is  the  last  surviving  member  of  his 
family. 

JOHN  E.  POTTER  (deceased),  who  for 
nearly  a quarter  of  a century  was  one  of  the 
best  known  druggists  of  Providence,  and  a man 
much  esteemed  and  respected,  was  a descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Nathaniel  Potter, 
the  ancestor  of  the  branch  of  the  family  in 
America. 

(1)  Nathaniel  Potter,  born  in  England,  was 
admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  island  of  Aquid- 
neck,  April  30,  1639,  one  of  the  twenty- 

nine  signers  of  a compact  for  government.  He 
died  before  1644,  the  father  of  two  sons,  Na- 
thaniel and  Ichabod.  Flis  wife,  Dorothy,  was  born 
in  1617,  and  died  in  1696.  After  Mr.  Potter’s 
death,  she  married  (second)  J.  Albro. 

(H)  Nathaniel  Potter  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel, 
was  born  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1637,  and  died 
Oct.  20,  1704,  at  Dartmouth,  Mass.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Stokes,  who  survived  him,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Stokes,  Jol]n,  William,  Benjamin, 
Samuel,  Ichabod,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth, 
Katharine  and  Ruth. 

(HI)  Ichabod  Potter,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2), 
married  Eleanor,  and  their  children,  born  at  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  were:  Rebecca,  George,  Jona- 
than, Elizabeth,  Stokes,  Ichabod  and  Sarah. 

(IV)  Ichabod  I’otter  (2),  son  of  Ichabod, 

born  FVb.  9,  1722,  married  Hope  Thurston, 

of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  were : 
Thurston,  Barney,  Edward  and  Ichabod. 

(V)  Edward  Potter,  son  of  Ichabod  (2),  was 

born  in  Westport,  ]\Iass.,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farmer  and  died  there  April  26,  1845. 
He  w^as  married  in  1797  to  Betsey  S.  Potter,  of 
Taunton,  Mass.,  and  their  children  were:  Hope, 
born  July  18,  1798;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  19,  1800; 

Oliver,  Oct.  12,  1802;  Benjamin,  Oct.  13,  1804; 
Ichabod,  Nov.  2,  1806;  Lydia,  March  15,  1809; 
Edward,  March  ii,  1811;  James  H.,  Aug.  15, 
1813;  Arvilla,  Dec.  9,  1814;  Sarah  S.,  March  14, 
1817;  Amanda  B.,  Feb.  23,  1819;  Edward  T.,  Oct. 
8,  1821 ; and  Esther  B.,  Dec.  13,  1823. 

(VI)  Ichabod  Potter,  son  of  Edward,  was 
born  Nov.  2,  1806,  and  in  early  married  life  re- 
sided in  Tiverton,  R.  I.  About  the  year  1829  he 
removed  to  Westford,  Mass;  in  about  1836 
he  located  at  North  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  and  there 
died  in  July,  1845.  Throughout  his  life,  Mr.  Pot- 
ter followed  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1827  he  was 
married  to  Mercy  Dennis,  born  in  1805,  daughter 
of  John  and  Roby  Dennis,  of  Tiverton ; she  died  at 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  in  1873.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Potter  were  born : Daniel  D..  born  in  1828,  at 
Tiverton,  R.  L,  married  Harriet  Chappell,  and  oc- 
cupied the  homestead  at  North  Dartmouth,  where 
he  died  March  19,  1879;  Hope  G.,  born  in  1829, 
married  a Mr.  Gift'ord,  and  is  now  a widow,  re- 
siding in  Florida;  Juliet,  born  in  1832,  died  un- 
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married  in  1874;  Amanda  M.,  born  in  1833.  mar- 
ried Pardon  Gifford,  and  resided  in  \'ineland,  X. 
J.,  and  there  died;  i\lary  iNL,  born  in  1835,  mar- 
ried William  C.  X.  Sanford,  and  died  in  New  Bed- 
ford in  i860;  Ruth  O.,  born  in  1836,  married 
(first)  John  P.  Caswell,  and  (second)  John  K. 
Cushing’,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  Mass. ; Lizzie 
.Al.,  born  in  1838,  died  in  1861;  William,  born 
in  1839,  died  in  1845 ; John  E.  was  born  in  1845. 

(\'II)  John  E.  I’otter,  son  of  Ichabod,  was 
born  at  North  Dartmouth,  Alass.,  April  10,  1845, 
and  when  his  father  died  he  was  still  an  infant. 
His  mother  moved  to  New  Bedford  when  he  was 
quite  young,  and  at  that  place  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  his  education  there  and  graduating 
from  the  high  school.  Soon  after  leaving  school 
he  entered  Chisholm’s  drug  store,  learning  the 
business  of  a druggist,  remaining  with  this  gentle- 
man until  June  9,  1873,  when  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence. AVhile  Air.  Potter  was  in  the  New  Bedford 
store  the  proprietor.  Air.  Chisholm,  was  greatly  iden- 
tified with  public  matters,  which  deman-ded  much  of 
his  time,  and  he  was  therefore  compelled  to  leave  the 
Inisiness  largely  in  the  hands  of  his  young  as- 
sistant, who  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  charge 
entrusted  to  him,  and  at  the  same  time  gained 
much  practical  business  knowledge.  Acting  on  the 
advice  of  friends  Air.  Potter  came  to  Providence, 
opening  a drug  store  in  a newly  completed  build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Cranston  and  Gilmore  streets, 
and  by  his  general  popularity,  and  business  in- 
tegrity, he  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  trade, 
continuing  in  business  there  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Pie  also  established  a store  at  the  corner 
of  Pilmwood  avenue  and  West  Friendship  street, 
and  for  about  ten  years  carried  on  both  stores, 
disposing  of  the  latter,  however,  about  one  year 
before  his  death.  He  died  Alarch  5,  1897,  after 
a decline  in  health  covering  a period  of  about  two 
months,  and  was  interred  in  the  North  Burying 
Ground.  Air.  Potter  was  for  some  years  interested 
in  the  spring  water  business,  being  the  first  to 
engage  in  that  business  in  Providence,  opening 
and  operating  the  Crystal  spring  in  Cranston.  In 
early  life  Air.  Potter  was  a Republican,  but  after 
coming  to  Providence  he  became  a Democrat,  be- 
ing one  of  the  best  known  and  most  active  party 
men  in  the  city.  He  was  no  office-seeker,  how- 
ever, but  in  1890  he  allowed  himself  to  be  in- 
duced to  become  a candidate  for  the  General  As- 
sembly, was  elected  and  served  from  Alay  of  that 
year  until  Alay,  1891,  and  from  Alay,  1892,  until 
Alay,  1893.  deeply  interested  in  Ala- 

sonry,  being  raised  to  the  degree  of  Alaster  Alason 
in  Star  of  the  East  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  at 
New  Bedford.  He  was  also  a member  of  Adoni- 
ram  Chapter  and  Sutton  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  at  New  Bedford,  but  after  coming  to 
Providence  affiliated  with  Nestell  Lodge  and  St. 
John’s  Commandery.  He  united  with  the  Univer- 


salist  Church  at  New  Bedford,  never  transferring 
his  membership,  but  worshipped  in  ITovidence  at 
the  Church  of  the  Alediator.  In  1875  he  com- 
pleted the  house  at  what  is  now  No.  45  Arch  street, 
where  he  died. 

On  Aug.  15,  1864,  Air.  Potter  was  married  to 
Plelen  F.  Parker,  at  New  Bedford,  daughter  of 
Sylvanus  and  Sarah  Fuller  Pollard  Parker,  and 
the  one  son  of  this  union,  Theodore  Winthrop, 
born  Nov.  24,  1865,  for  years  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  latter's  business  enterprises,  and 
now  resides  at  the  homestead  in  Providence.  On 
Sept.  19,  1896,  he  was  married  to  Catherine  A. 
Kelliher,  a native  of  Colchester,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Timothy  Kelliher,  and  one  child  was  born  to 
this  union,  Edwin  John,  June  17,  1900.  Theo- 
dore \AA  Potter  is  a member  of  Crescent  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Airs.  John  E.  Potter  comes  of  “Alayflower” 
stock  through  her  mother,  a descendant  of  Jabez 
Fuller.  She  is  a member  of  Providence  Chapter, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  in  which  she  has  held 
numerous  offices,  and  is  very  popular  with  all. 
Her  late  husband,  John  E.  Potter,  was  a thorough 
business  man,  and  particularly  adapted  to  the  busi- 
ness in  which  he  was  engaged.  As  a druggist 
he  had  few  equals  and  no  superiors.  He  conse- 
quently became  very  successful.  A most  kind- 
hearted  man,  of  quiet  tastes  and  manners,  he  was 
much  devoted  to  his  home  and  family.  His 
memory  is  cherished  by  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

STEERE  (Line  of  Clovis  and  Clovis  W.). 

(I)  John  Steere,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  England,  in  1634, 
and  is  of  record  in  Providence  May  9,  1660,  when 
he  was  granted  land  for  a house.  In  1660  he  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Wicken- 
den,  his  intention  of  marriage  being  published  Oct. 
27th  of  that  year.  He  was  accepted  as  a towns- 
man, Feb.  18,  1661,  was  town  sergeant  in  1663, 
and  was  made  freeman  in  1672.  He  died  Aug. 
27,  1724,  and  his  wife  later  than  1705.  Their  chil- 
dren were : John,  Sarah,  Dinah,  Thomas,  James, 
Ruth,  William,  Anne  and  Samuel. 

(II)  Thomas  Steere,  son  of  John,  was  a 
farmer  and  also  owned  a sawmill  and  a grist  mill. 
He  was  made  a freeman  in  1701,  and  resided  in 
what  is  now  Smithfield.  In  1715  he  was  deputy 
or  representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  was 
a member  of  the  first  council  held  to  represent  the 
new  town  of  Smithfield,  Alarch  17,  1731.  He  died 
Aug.  27,  1735.  Thomas  Steere  married  (first) 
Alary,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Angell) 
Arnold,  and  married  (second)  Alehifable,  widow 
of  Samuel  Plummer.  All  of  his  children  were 
born  to  the  first  marriage,  as  follows : Phebe, 
born  in  1698,  married  Daniel  Alathewson ; Elisha, 
born  in  1700,  died  unmarried;  Alary,  born  in  1702, 
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married  Daniel  Mowry;  Thomas,  horn  in  1704, 
married  (first)  Katherine  Comstock,  and  (second) 
iMercy  Aldrich ; and  Richard. 

(HI)  Richard  Steere,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
June  3,  1707,  was  taken  early  to  Glocester  where 
his  father,  on  June  5,  1732,  deeded  him  land  in 
the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  which  land  has 
ever  since  been  in  the  family  name,  being  known 
as  the  William  Steere  estate.  Richard  Steere  was 
a very  able  and  prominent  man,  and  was  quite 
active  in  public  affairs.  He  represented  the  town 
of  Glocester  in  the  General  Assembly  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  from  1736  to  1776;  was  a jus- 
tice for  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county 
of  Providence  for  thirty-four  years,  and  was  chief 
justice  of  this  court  from  1782-84.  His 
most  important  services,  however,  were  ren- 
dered to  the  town  of  Glocester.  For  about 
forty  years  Richard  Steere  was  president  of 
the  town  council,  and  filled,  in  a most  acceptable 
manner,  the  position  of  town  clerk  for  sixty  years, 
holding  this  important  position  from  June,  1737, 
to  the  day  of  his  death.  His  records,  kept  for  so 
many  years,  are  models  of  neatness  and  care,  pre- 
senting a remarkably  regular  and  beautiful  appear- 
ance for  writings  of  that  early  period.  “He  was 
a very  respectable  and  highly  useful  citizen,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  various  offices  com- 
mitted to  him  with  great  ability  and  the  most  in- 
flexible integrity  on  all  occasions.” 

Richard  Steere  married  (first)  April  25,  1730, 
Anna  Comstock,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Com- 
stock. She  died  Dec.  25,  1731,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond) April  27,  1735,  Jane  Aldrich,  who  died  Jan. 
21,  1763,  and  he  died  Oct.  16,  1797.  To  the  first 
marriage  was  born  one  daughter,  Anne,  born  Dec. 

6,  1731,  who  married  Daniel  Aldrich.  To  the  sec- 
ond marriage  the  following  children  were  born : 
Stephen,  born  Nov.  10,  1736;  Thomas,  born  Nov. 

7,  1738,  died  Oct.  31,  1743;  Jane,  born  July  24, 
1739,  died  March  7,  1747;  William,  born  NMv.  30, 
1745,  died  Sept.  2,  1752;  Mary,  born  April  ii, 
1747,  died  Aug.  28,  1752;  Priscilla,  born  Sept.  6, 
1750,  died  Sept.  2,  1752;  and  Thankful,  born  Dec. 
3,  1756,  married  Hon.  Timothy  Wilmarth,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas. 

(IV)  Hon.  Stephen  Steere,  son  of  Richard, 
was  born  Nov.  10,  1736.  He  resided  in  Glocester, 
where  he  was  a deputy  in  1784.  Later  he  removed 
to  Norwich,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  owned 
a large  property,  including  all  of  the  east  side  of 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Norwich.  His  wife  was 
Rizpah  Smith,  of  Smithfield,  and  they  both  died 
at  Norwich.  Their  children  were:  William,  born 
Feb.  6,  1765;  Richard,  born  Nov.  24,  1766,  married 
Lydia  Arnold;  Jane,  born  Aug.  13,  1768,  married 
Eleazer  Ballou;  Mark,  born  Aug.  ii,  1770,  mar- 
ried Betsey  Eddy;  Roxanna,  born  June  7,  1772, 
died  young;  Lucinda,  born  March  2,  1774,  died 
young;  Thomas,  born  Feb.  4,  1776,  died  young; 


Stephen,  born  April  14,  1777,  died  unmarried,  at 
Norwich,  N.  Y.,  aged  ninety-two;  Asel,  born 
March  5,  1780,  married  Sally  Kimball;  Timothy, 
born  March  22,  1782,  married  Cyrena  Smith; 
Simon,  born  Nov.  12,  1784,  married  Belinda  Green; 
Thomas,  born  May  3,  1787,  married  Mary  Brown; 
Rizpah,  born  Jan.  24,  1792,  married  James  Bird- 
sail;  and  Smith,  born  Alarch  i r,  1794,  married 
I’hebe  McLane. 

(V)  William  Steere,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born 

Feb.  6,  1765,  and  resided  in  Glocester,  on  the  farm 
previously  mentioned.  He  became  a member  of 
h'riendship  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Chepachet, 
in  1805.  On  Jan.  8,  1786,  he  married  Esther, 
daughter  of  Simon  Smith,  and  their  children  were : 
Alary  Ann,  horn  Aug.  27,  1786,  died  Alay  8,  1848; 
xTmasa,  born  Dec.  30,  1787,  was  twice  married; 
Betsey,  born  Sept.  29,  1790,  married  Jeremiah 
Alowry,  Jr.;  William,  born  Dec.  21,  1792,  a farmer, 
resided  on  the  homestead  in  Glocester,  was  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  a member  of  Friendship 
Lodge,  which  he  joined  in  1815,  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1881  ; Ray,  born  Oct.  4,  1794,  died  in 
Montreal,  Canada;  Rizpah,  born  Sept.  7,  1796, 
married  Daniel  Evans,  of  Glocester ; Clovis,  born 
July  21,  1798;  Esther,  born  Sept.  5,  1800, 

taught  school  in  the  home  district  and  died  un- 
married ; and  Hannah  married  James  Latham. 

(VI)  Clovis  Steere,  son  of  William,  was  born 
Julv  21,  1798,  at  Glocester.  W'hen  a young  man  he 
attended  school  at  Union  Milage,  walking  to  and 
from  his  home  daily,  a distance  of  seven  miles.  In 
early  life  he  kept  a store  at  Providence,  but  later 
removed  to  Hartwick,  (dtsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  sub- 
sequently returning  to  Glocester  and  living  with 
his  son  tlovis  W.  Later  in  life  he  made  his  home 
with  his  son  Irving  at  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
there  March  ir,  1874,  and  was  buried  at  the  village 
of  Hartwick,  N.  Y.,  by  the  side  of  his  wife. 

On  May  24,  1823,  Clovis  Steere  was  married 
to  Mary  Steere,  born  May  8,  1799,  and  died  June 
21,  1867,  in  Hartwick,  N.  Y.,  and  there  she  was 
buried.  She  was  a daughter  of  Wanton  Steere  and 
a granddaughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Colwell) 
Steere.  The  children  of  Clovis  Steere  were : Cor- 
nelia Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  10,  1824,  died  Alarch  5, 
1826;  Clovis  Wanton,  born  Oct.  10.  1828;  Edwin 
Burgess,  born  Dec.  31,  1830,  died  Feb.  25, 

1833  ; and  Irving,  born  Aug.  6,  1836,  married  Dec. 
23,  1864,  Pauline  Pattingill,  of  New  Lisbon,  N.  Y., 
a relative  of  the  late  President  Grover  Cleveland, 
and  they  had  four  sons,  viz. : Charles,  deceased, 
William'  F.,  Irving  C.  and  Edward  R.  Irving  C. 
Steere  was  first  a merchant  and  later  a farmer  at 
Oneonta.  N.  Y.,  but  subsequently  moved  to  North 
Springfield,  Mo.,  where  he  died. 

(VhI)  Clovis  Wanton  Steere,  son  of  Clovis, 
was  born  Oct.  10,  1828,  in  a house  that  stood  op- 
posite the  Round  Top  (Beneficent)  Congregational 
Church,  at  Providence,  and  was  a small  boy  when 
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his  father  located  at  Hartwick,  N.  Y.  At  the 
seminary  at  that  place  he  completed  his  education, 
l)ut  he  was  not  a student  for  many  years.  In  his 
voimg  manhood  he  began  to  study  for  the  ministry, 
but  was  not  able  to  continue  his  studies  on  account 
of  failing  health.  He  was  reared  to  work  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  cooper  shop,  and  he  continued  to 
live  on  the  farm  at  Hartwick  until  1868,  when,  at 
the  solicitation  of  his  uncle,  Wdlliam  Steere,  who 
was  unmarried  and  well  along  in  years,  he  came 
to  Glocester  and  settled  on  the  latter’s  farm,  long 
known  as  the  William  Steere  homestead.  He  con- 
tinued to  give  hlial  care  to  his  uncle  as  long  as 
the  latter  lived,  inheriting  the  farm  at  his  death. 
This  caused  him  to  continue  to  live  at  Glocester 
all  the  balance  of  his  life,  and  there  he  died  Aug. 
4,  1888,  and  he  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on 
his  farm.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Repub- 
lican, but  had  hlled  no  public  offices  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  clerk  of  the 
district  school.  He  was  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 

l\lr.  Steere  was  a man  of  studious  turn  of  mind, 
very  fond  of  reading,  a strong  believer  in  tem- 
perance and  was  a stanch  supporter  of  education. 
He  was  more  of  a student  than  a farmer,  his  favor- 
ite branches  of  study  being  mathematics  and  physi- 
ology. He  united  with  the  Gongregational  Ghurch 
at  Hartwick,  and  sang  in  the  choir,  as  did  Mrs. 
Steere,  who  was  also  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

G)n  June  14,  1854,  Mr.  Steere  was  married  in 
A'estville,  Otsego  Go.,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary  A.  Norton, 
born  March  11,  1832,  in  the  town  of  Westford, 
Otsego  county,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Margaret 
( Houghtaling)  Norton.  The  mother  of  Joel  Nor- 
ton was  a member  of  the  famous  Adams  family  of 
Massachusetts.  His  father  had  a brother  John  who 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  Joel  Norton  in  boy- 
hood was  a schoolmate  at  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  of 
the  distinguished  Cyrus  Field,  who  laid  the  Atlantic 
cable. 

After  the.  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Steere 
continued  the  management  of  his  large  estate  with 
success  and  profit,  and  in  a manner  that  stamped 
her  as  a woman  of  business  enterprise 'and  capacity. 
She  still  resides  at  Glocester,  and  is  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  her.  Two  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steere,  viz. : Myrtilla  Elizabeth, 
born  May  8,  1856;  and  Edwin  Irving,  born  Nov. 
23,  1861,  died  March  14,  1863. 

(\TH)  Myrtilla  Elizabeth  Steere,  daughter  of 
Clovis  \V.,  was  born  J\lay  8,  1856,  at  Hartwick, 
N.  Y..  and  completed  her  education  at  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Providence,  and  prior  to  her 
marriage  she  taught  school.  C)n  June  2.  1878,  she 
married  Franklin  P.  Alitchell,  of  Glocester,  son 
of  Calvary  and  Emily  A.  (Sweet)  Mitchell,  and 
their  children  are:  (i)  Elma  Esther,  born  in 


Burrillville,  IMay  28,  1881,  was  educated  at  the 
Friends  School  at  Providence.  She  married  Al- 
fred Hinchliffe  and  resides  at  Harrisville.  (2) 
Emily  Annabel,  born  in  Burrillville,  Sept,  ii,  1883, 
graduated  from  the  Burrillville  High  School  ancl 
the  State  Normal  School  and  has  taught  school. 
(3)  Clovis  William,  born  Aug.  30,  1885,  in  Glo- 
cester, graduated  from  the  Burrillville  High 
School,  and  is  a student  at  the  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege of  Agriculture.  (4)  Mary  Steere,  born  in 
Glocester,  May  6,  1888,  died  on  the  same  day. 
(5)  Irving  Calvary,  born  Jan.  24,  1891,  graduated 
from  the  district  school  in  Glocester,  and  is  now 
a student  at  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

JACOB  ARNOLD  LOCKWOOD,  contractor 
and  builder  of  Warwick,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  and  well  known  in  business  and  official 
circles,  not  alone  in  Kent  county,  but  throughout 
the  State,  was  born  near  Lockwood  Corners,  town 
of  Warwick,  Sept.  3,  1849,  ^ descendant  of  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  New  England. 

(I)  Robert  Lockwood  came  from  England 
aljout  1630,  and  settled  in  Watertown,  Mass., 
where  six  of  his  ten  children  were  born.  The  Chris- 
tian name  of  his  wife  was  Susanna.  He  removed 
to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  about  1646,  and  there  he  died 
in  1658.  He  was  made  a freeman  of  Connecticut 
in  1652.  His  children  were : Jonathan,  Deborah, 
Joseph,  Daniel,  Ephraim,  Gershom,  John,  Abigail, 
Sarah  and  Mary. 

(II)  Gershom  Lockwmod,  born  Sept.  6,  1643. 
in  Watertown,  Mass.,  died  March  12,  1718-19,  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.  He  removed  to  Greenwich. 
Conn.,  with  his  father  before  he  was  nine  3'ears  of 
age.  He  became  the  principal  carpenter  and 
builder  in  the  towm,  and  filled  many  offices  of  trust 
and  importance.  He  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven 
proprietors  of  Greenwich,  Conn.  He  married  Lady 
Ann  Millington  from  England,  daughter  of  Lord 
Millington.  She  came  to  New  England  in  pursuit 
of  her  lover,  a British  army  officer.  Failing  to 
find  him  she  taught  school,  and  subsequently  mar- 
ried. 

(ITT)  Abraham  Lockwood,  son  of  Gershom 
and  Ann  (Millington),  born  about  1670,  at  Green- 
wich, Conn.,  Avas  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,.^s  early  as 
1706.  He  married  (first)  Sarah,  born  in  1673, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Deborah  (Stafford)  West- 
cott;  and  (second)  Priscilla,  widow  of  Jeremiah 
Crandall,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Gorton) 
Warner.  Mr.  Lockwood,  as  stated,  was  an  in- 
habitant of  Y'arwick,  as  early  as  1706,  Dec.  27th 
of  which  year  he  and  his  wife  Sarah  sold  property 
there.  He  died  in  June,  1747.  His  wife  Priscilla 
passed  away  Feb.  24,  1750.  The  children  of  Mr. 
Lockwood  and  his  wife  Sarah  were:  Abraham, 
of  Providence  and  Scituate ; Amos,  born  about 
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1695;  Adam,  of  W'arwick ; Dcl)orah ; and  Sarah. 

(IV)  Amos  Lockwood,  son  of  Abraliam,  horn 
about  1695,  married  Dec.  23,  1725,  Sarah,  born 
Aug'.  I,  1707,  daughter  of  William  and  Anne 
(Stone)  Utter.  They  lived  in  Warwick,  R.  1.  Mr. 
Lockwood  was  made  a freeman  in  1723;  in  1749  he 
was  deputy,  and  at  this  time  was  called  captain. 
He  died  March  11,  1772.  His  wife  passed  away 
Jan.  4,  1781.  Their  children  were:  Amos,  born 
April  25,  1727;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  26,  1728;  Ann, 
born  Dec.  28,  1730;  Benoni,  born  Nov.  26,  1733; 
Alice,  born  Oct.  10,  1735;  Marcy,  born  Nov.  26, 
1737;  Ruth,  born  about  1739;  Wait,  born  Sept.  2, 
1742;  Bbebe,  born  June  20,  1744;  Barbara,  born 
April  24,  1747;  Abraham,,  born  Dec.  26,  174^; 
Millicent,  born  April  25,  1750. 

(V)  Capt.  Abraham  Lockwood,  son  of  Amos, 
born  Dec.  26,  1748,  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  married  Dec. 
24,  1775,  Patience  Greene,  born  March  21,  1753, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  and  Patience  (Water- 
man) Greene,  of  Warwick,  and  a descendant  of 
John  Greene,  surgeon,  who  came  from  England 
and  became  a prominent  settler  in  W'arwick,  R.  I., 
from  whom  her  lineage  is  through  James,  James 
(2),  Pones  and  James  Greene  (3).  The  children 
born  to  Capt.  Abraham  and  Patience  (Greene) 
Lockwood  were:  Thomas,  born  Oct.  5,  1776;  and 
Amos,  born  Aug.  9,  1780.  Capt.  Abraham  Lock- 
wood  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony  in 
1734.  He  was  a member  of  tbe  First  Company 
Train-band  of  Warwick  in  1775,  and  in  1776  was 
a member  of  Capt.  Fenner's  Company  and  Col. 
Elliott's  regiment. 

(VI)  Amos  Lockwood,  son  of  Capt.  Abraham, 
born  Aug.  9,  1780,  in  Warwick,  married  Nancy  or 
Ann  Westcott,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Lydia 
(Arnold)  Westcott,  and  (second)  Asenath 
Spencer.  His  children  were : Albert,  born  Dec. 
27,  1806;  Amos,  Dec.  12,  1808;  Nathan  W estcott, 
July  4,  1811  (all  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Abraham, 
April  6,  1817;  and  Ann  Westcott,  Aug.  21,  1819 
(married  Capt.  Obadiah  Spencer,  and  resides  at 
East  Greenwich).  Amos  Lockwood,  the  father, 
in  early  life  w*as  a house  carpenter  and  builder,  and 
he  mide  his  home  at  Lockwood  Corners  in  War- 
wick. He  also  owned  in  company  with  Thomas 
Lockwood,  a saw  mill,  and  in  his  later  life  followed 
farming.  His  death  occurred  on  his  farm,  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  on  the  homestead. 

(\'II)  Nathan  W'estcott  Lockwood,  son  of  Amos, 
born  Julv  4,  1811,  received  a good  common-school 
education.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years,  principally  in 
Warwick  and  Providence.  In  earlier  life  he  worked 
as  a journeyman  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  St.  Louis, 
i\Io.,  and  New  Orleans,  La.  Returning  to  W ar- 
wick, he  resumed  his  work  at  his  trade,  and  for 
some  years  was  associated  with  his  son,  Jacob  A., 
as  contractor  and  builder,  making  his  home  on  the 
old  farm  at  Lockwood  Corners.  He  made  many 
136 


improvements  here.  At  one  time  he  was  a manu- 
facturer of  tin  coj)  tubes  on  I’oint  street.  Provi- 
dence, and  in  this  line  he  continued  for  several 
years.  Subsequently  he  conducted  the  same  busi- 
ness at  Warwick  for  fifteen  years,  meeting  with 
good  success.  Shortly  after  he  abandoned  the  man- 
ufacturing business,  he  retired  from  active  work 
entirely,  and  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  in  com- 
fort on  his  farm.  He  died  May  21,  1905,  at  a ripe 
old  age,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Lockwood 
cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  at  first 
but  became  a war  Republican.  He  served  at  one 
time  as  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Warwick, 
and  made  a very  popular  public  official. 

On  Sept.  I,  1840,  Mr.  Lockwood  married 
(first)  Amey  Perkins,  daughter  of  Jacob  Perkins. 
She  died  July  21,  1858,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery.  He 
married  (second)  April  3,  1859,  Rfiebe  Eliza  Per- 
kins, a sister  of  his  first  wife.  She  died  March  26, 
1888,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Nathan  Thomas,  born  Jan.  31,  i860,  who  re- 
sides on  the  homestead.  The  children  born  to 
Nathan  W.  Lockwood  by  his  first  marriage  were: 
Amey  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  4,  1842,  at  home;  Re- 
becca D.,  born  Dec.  23,  1844,  who  married  George 
H.  Arnold,  of  Pawtuxet,  and  has  had  four  children, 
Herbert  H.,  Caroline  (who  married  Lewis  Tilling- 
hast,  of  Pawtuxet),  William  E.  (who  died  young) 
and  Arthur  (who  died  in  infancy);  and  Jacob 
Arnold,  born  Sept.  3,  1849. 

(VIII)  Jacob  Arnold  Lockwood,  son  of  Na- 
than Westcott,  born  Sept.  3,  1849,  attended  the 
public  schools  in  Providence  and  the  old  Warwick 
district  schools.  As  a boy  he  worked  on  the  home- 
stead, and  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
Providence  under  French,  iMcKenzie  & Co.,  con- 
tractors and  Iniilders.  This  occupation  he  followed 
for  five  years  as  a journeyman,  four  of  which  he 
was  foreman,  in  their  employ,  and  then  he  be- 
came associated  with  his  father  in  the  contracting 
business  in  Warwick,  and  later,  when  his  father  re- 
tired, he  continued  the  business  alone  as  a contrac- 
tor and  builder  in  both  stone  and  wood  work.  This 
he  has  made  his  business  ever  since  in  and  around 
Warwick,  and  he  has  been  very  successful,  his 
honest  methods  and  first-class  work  easily  placing 
him  at  the  head  in  his  line.  He  built  a fine  home 
for  himself  near  Warwick  Station.  In  his  political 
faith  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  assessors  in  1899,  and  is  still 
a member,  for  the  past  three  years  being  chairman 
of  the  board.  He  is  the  only  original  member  of 
the  board  who  has  been  retained  in  office  during 
the  large  undertaking  of  making  the  complete  as- 
sessors’ ])lats  of  the  town,  a task  entailing  a great 
deal  of  labor  and  which  will  be  of  inestimable  value 
in  the  future.  Mr.  Lockwood  was  administrator 
of  his  father's  estate,  and  settled  up  the  affairs  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
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IMr.  Lockwood  married  iMiss  Flora  E.  Lock- 
wood,  daughter  of  Benoiii  T.  and  Aiargaret  (Sea- 
man) Lockwood. 

WHIPPLE.  This  family  has  been  a continu- 
ous one  in  Rhode  Island  since  the  early  settlement 
of  the  State.  The  branch  of  the  family  under  con- 
sideration here  is  that  to  which  belongs  Byron  S. 
Whipple,  a well  known  and  substantial  citizen  of 
North  Providence.  The  generations  follow  m 
order. 

(I)  Capt.  John  Whipple,  born  about  1617,  was 
of  Dorchester  as  early  as  1632  in  the  service  of 
Israel  Stoughton.  He  was  a carpenter.  He  had 
received  a grant  of  land  in  1637,  and  he  was  re- 
ceived as  a purchaser  of  lands  in  Providence  in 
1659.  About  1639  married ‘'Sarah,  who  was 
born  about  1624.  Both  united  with  the  church  in 
1641.  He  was  Deputy  in  1666,  1669,  1670,  1672, 
1674,  1676  and  1677.  ^His  death  occurred  May  16, 
1685,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1666,  and  their 
remains  were  first  buried  on  his  own  land,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  the  North  Burying  Ground. 
Their  children  were:  John,  horn  in  1640;  Sarah, 
born  in  1642;  Samuel,  born  in  1644;  Eleanor,  born 
in  1646;  Mary,  born  in  1648;  William,  born  in 
1652;  Benjamin,  born  in  1654;  David,  born  in 
1656;  Abigail,  born  in  1659;  Joseph,  born  in  1662; 
and-  Jonathan,  born  in  1664. 

(II)  Benjamin  Whipple,  born  in  1654?  niar- 
ried,  April  i,  1686,  Ruth,  daughter  of  James  and 
Hannah  (Field)  Alatthewson,  and  was  a resident 
of  Providence,  R.  1.  He  died  March  ii,  1704,  and 
his  widow  passed  away  after  that  year.  Their 
children  were:  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  ii,  .1688; 
Ruth,  born  Alay  12,  1691 ; Mary,  born  Marcli  3, 
1694 i^Josiah,  born  July  29,  1697;  John,  born  heb. 
25,  1700;  and- Abigail,  born  June  12,  1703. 

(HI)  .Benjamin  Wdiipple  (2),  born  Nov.  ii, 
1688,  in  I’rovidence,  R.  1.,  was  a farmer  in  North 
Providence,  residing  on  a farm  given  him  by  his 
father.  He  was  also  a tanner  and  currier.  His 
death  occurred  April  27,  1788  [year  of  death  is 
given  as  1786;  date  of  birth  may  possibly  be  1686J, 
in  the  looth  year  of  his  age.  On  Nov.  ii,  1722, 
he  married  (first)  Sarah,  daughter  of  Gabriel  Ber- 
non,  a French  Huguenot,  who  came  to  America  on 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  a wealthy 
man  who  greatly  aided  the  Colonies.  He  married 
(second)  Esther  Miller.  His  children  born  to  the 
first  marriage  were:  Andrew,  born  Feb.  3,  1724; 
Benjamin,  born  Jan.  5,  1725-26 f Content,  born  Aug. 
30,  1727;  Daniel,  born  Sept.  7,  1728  Ephraim, 
born  Nov.  7,  1729;  and- Esther,  horn  May  28,  1732. 
To  the  second  marriage  were  horn:  Beneger, 

born  June  I7)  1734  S' Stephen,  hoin  Jul)  24,  1735  > 
and  Joseph,  born  Jan.  i,  1737. 

(IV) ’'Daniel  Whipple,  born  Sept.  7,  1728,  was 
a farmer  and  lived  near  Fruit  Hill  in  North  Provi- 
dence. He  married  Feb.  12,  1757,  ^Vbigail,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Coman,  of  North  Providence.  He 


died  July  6,  1799,  and  Mrs.  Abigail  Whipple 
passed  away^luly  4,  1779,  aged  forty-three  years. 
Their  children  were  :t-Ezekiel,  born  Alay  15,  1759; 

/Earah,  born  Jan.  24,  1762 Richard,  horn  June  12, 
1765;  and  Daniel,  born  July  31,  1769. 

(Vy^aniel  Whipple  (2),  born  July  31,  1769, 
marriedk^ydia  Olney,  born  May  14,  1774,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Zerviah  (Olney)  Olney.  Daniel 
Whipple  was  a physician,  and  lived  near  Fruit  Flill 
in  NMrth  Providence.  He  died  in  1798,  aged 
twenty-nine  years.  His  children  were  Susan, 
born  July  6,  1793,  died  unmarried  at  an  advanced 
age;  andAVilliam  O.,  born  May  17,  1797. 

(VI)iWTlliam  O.  Wdiipple,  born  May  17,  1797, 
lived  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Fruit  Hill  Bap- 
tist Church  in  North  Providence,  on  a farm,  part 
of  which  is  now  owned  by  Byron  S.  Whipple, 
where  he  successfully  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  North  Providence  at  an 
old  age.  He  married^  Martia  Allen,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  : Daniel  A.,  born  May  10,  1827,  resided 
in  Johnston,  R.  L,  and  there  died  leaving  no  chil- 
dren: ^Weston  F.,  born  April  16,  i83o;MiIary  F., 
born  May  12,  1833,  niarriedL^ichard  Morgan,  and 
resided  at  East  Providence,  where  she  died  leaving 
one  son, 'AVilliam  W.  Morgan  William  B.,  born 
Aug.  13,  1840,  died  in  infancy. 

(VH)6Weston  F.  Whipple  was  born  April  16, 
1830,  on  the  homestead  farm  in  North  Providence, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  When  a 
young  man  he  became  associated  with  his  brother 
Daniel  in  conducting  the  stage  line  between  Provi- 
dence, Georgiaville  and  Pascoag,  a business  which 
they  conducted  for  a number  of  years,  continuing 
the  latter  line  until  the  railroad  was  built  through 
Georgiaville.  He  also  conducted  a livery  business 
in  Georgiaville,  which  place  was  his  home  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Whipple  was  a well  known 
horse  and  cattle  dealer,  handling  in  the  course  of  his 
career  a great  many  head  of  stock.  After  disposing 
of  his  interests  in  Georgiaville,  Mr.  Whipple  lo- 
cated in  North  Providence,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  a few  years  before  his  death,  when, 
retiring  from  business,  he  removed  to  Johnston, 
and  there  died  Aug.  ,5,  1896.  He  was  buried  in  a 
family  lot  in  North  Providence  near  his  former 
home.  In  his  early  life  Mr.  Whipple  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  in  later  years  he  inclined  toward 
the  Republican  party.  His  wife,idVIary  A.  Watson, 
was  born  in  Slatersville,  Mass.,  March  20,  1835, 
daughter  of^  Bowen  and 'Mary  Elizabeth  (White) 
Watson,  but  was  a resident  of  Smithfield  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  She  survived  her  husband 
a few  years,  dying  on  March  30,  1901,  in  North 
Providence.  Their  children,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  four,  were  born  in  North  Providence,  the 
others  in  Smithfield,  namely : -VByron  Sharpe ; 
Walter  Wilson,  founder  and  president  of  the^  W. 
W.  Whipple  Company,  Providenc^  married^^ary 
E.  Tanner  ;LFrances  married  Winery  E.  Thur- 
ber,  of  Providence  ; kvila  Annette  married  k^ank 
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E.  Comey,  of  North  Providence ; ‘^H^ttie  P>. 
married^^Warren  Earwell,  of  Providence  ;'  \\'illiani 
Dell  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  /H^lora  May 
lives  in  North  Providence  IMary  Elizabeth  is  the 
widow  ofPGeorge  A.  Cozzens,  of  North  Provi- 
dence ;/^Frederick  W.,  who  married  ^Lottie  M. 
Hutchinson,  is  secretary  of  the  \V.  W.  Whipple 
Company  ;CFannie  A.  married'^anford  E.  Kinne- 
com,  of  North  Providence ;^lice  is/Mrs.  Fred  A. 
Sweet,  of  North  Providence;  aiuP Lottie  Aline  is 
l^vs.  Warren  Goodale,  of  Loeminster,  Massachu- 
setts. 

(VIII)^YRON  Sharpe  Whipple  was  born  in 
Georgiaville,  town  of  Smithfield,  Nov.  22,  1856, 
and  was  about  nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
located  in  North  Providence.  He  was  brought  up 
to  farm  work  and  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  located  on  his  present  place,  which 
he  purchased  a short  time  later,  and  where  he  has 
since  resided.  For  a short  time  after  his  location 
there  he  was  engaged  at  farm  work  exclusively, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  coal,  wood,  hay  and  grain 
business  in  Providence.  A short  time  later  Henry 
A.  Burlingame  was  admitted  as  a partner,  the  firm 
name  becoming  Burlingame  & \Vhipple.  They 
located  at  Nos.  290-292  Smith  street,  the  location  of 
the  business  after  it  was  established  until  Novem- 
ber, 1905,  when  the  firm  went  out  of  business. 

Mr.  Whipple,  at  one  time,  was  engaged  in  the 
growing  of  fruit,  mainly  peaches,  and  had  one  of 
the  best  orchards  in  New  England,  comprising 
over  4,000  trees.  The  successive  damage  caused 
by  severe  climate  conditions  has,  however,  caused 
him  to  abandon  the  fruit  business.  Some  of  the 
land  owned  by  him  has  not  been  out  of  the  family 
name  since  it  was  acquired  from  the  Indians.  He 
was  the  prime  mover  in  the  construction  of  the 
Fruit  Hill  Green  Houses,  in  North  Providence, 
and  was  one  of  the  four  original  owners.  From 
the  inception  of  the  plant,  and  through  all  stages 
of  its  construction,  it  was  under  Mr.  Whipple’s  su- 
pervision and  it  remained  so  until  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  business. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Whipple  is  a Republi- 
can, but  he  has  never  cared  for  nor  would  he  accept 
public  office.  He  marriedKlda  Ellen  Farwell,  of 
Johnston,  daughter  of  Francis  W.  an(DdliIary  J. 
(Hastings)  Farwell.  Three  children  were  born 
to  them ; 'William  O.,  a resident  of  North  Provi- 
dence, who  married  ^label  Rogers,  aiM  had  one 
son, Poland  R.,  who  died  in  infancy ;"^lsie  Edna; 
andl'Harold  Elmer.  yC^ 

DAVID  ALBRO,  who  died  Jan.  29,  1906,  on 
his  farm  on  Mitchell’s  Lane,  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
was  one  of  the  honored  and  respected  citizens  of 
that  locality.  Although  in  his  eighty-first  year  he 
was  active  mentally  until  his  death,  and  would  have 
been  in  his  usual  vigorous  health  physically  were 
it  not  that  he  had  been  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
a broken  hip,  caused  by  a fall.  He  was  a native  of 


the  town  of  Portsmouth,  where  he  was  born  Nov. 
4,  1825,  and  was  descended  from  one  of  Rhode 
Island’s  historic  families. 

The  Albro  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  forerunner  accompanied  William 
Freeborn  thither  in  1638,  having  come  from  Eng- 
land under  the  care  of  Freeborn  four  years  earlier ; 
and  not  only  did  iMajor  Albro  rise  to  a position  of 
distinction  in  the  Colony,  and  marry  into  one  of  the 
first  families,  but  also  reared  a family  of  children 
whose  posterity  have  reflected  honor  on  the  family 
name.  One  of  his  sons,  Samuel  Albro,  settled  in 
North  Kingstown,  where  his  descendants  have,  es- 
pecially in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  been 
numerous;  and  the  other  son,  John,  located  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  where  the  name  has  been  a 
continuous  one,  and  from  this  son  John  sprang  the 
Middletown  and  Portsmouth  branch  of  the  family 
under  consideration. 

There  follows  the  genealogy  of  this  Ports- 
mouth-Middletown  family  in  chronological  order 
from  the  emigrant  settler. 

(I)  John  Albro,  aged  about  fourteen  years 
came  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  1634,  in  the  ship 
"Francis,”  under  the  care  of  William  Freeborn, 
and  accompanied  the  latter  to  Rhode  Island  in 
1638,  locating  in  Portsmouth,  where  he  became  a 
prominent  man  in  the  public  afifairs  of  the  town 
and  colony.  He  was  corporal  in  1644,  and  rose 
successively  in  after  years  to  lieutenant,  captain 
and  major.  He  was  clerk  of  weights  and  measures 
in  1649,  soon  after  served  in  the  town  council  and 
frequently  was  moderator  of  town  meetings.  He 
was  commissioner  in  1660  and  1661.  He  was  for 
many  years  assistant  between  1671  and  1686.  Major 
Albro  married  Dorothy,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Pot- 
ter, and  they  died,  he  in  1712,  and  she  in  1696. 
Their  children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1644;  Eliz- 
abeth ; Mary ; John  and  Susanna. 

(II)  John  Albro  (2),  son  of  John,  married 
April  27,  1693,*  Mary  Stokes,  and  they  resided  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Mr.  Albro  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal proprietors  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  died 
in  1724.  His  children  were;  John,  born  Aug.  23, 
1694;  Mary;  Sarah;  and  Samuel,  born  June  16, 
1701. 

(III)  Samuel  Albro,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
June  16,  1701,  married  Nov.  25,  1725,  Ruth  Law- 
ton,  and  they  lived  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Mr.  Albro 
was  made  a freeman  in  1722.  He  died  Oct.  5, 
1766.  His  children  were:  Samuel,  born  Feb.  10, 
1727;  Mary,  Aug.  31,  1728;  John,  Jan.  30,  1730: 
Daniel,  Jan.  17,  1731;  Jonathan,  Jan.  2,  1734; 
David,  April  i,  1736;  James;  Ruth;  Elizabeth; 
Josias ; and  Sarah. 

(IV)  David  Albro,  son  of  Samuel,  born  April 
I,  1736,  married  Nov.  19,  1761,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Coggeshall,  and  their  children  of  Ports- 
mouth town  record  were:  Martin,  born  Dec.  12, 
1762;  Giles,  June  22,  1764;  Mehetabel,  Feb.  12, 
1766;  Elizabeth,  June  5,  1768;  David,  Oct.  12, 
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1770;  Hannah,  June  29,  1775;  and  Sarah,  Oct.  i, 
1778. 

(\')  David  Albro  (2),  son  of  David,  born  Oct. 
12,  1770,  married  Oct.  13,  1796,  Phebe,  daughtei 
of  George  Sisson,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  they 
were  residents  of  .Middletown,  R.  I.  Their  chd- 
dren,  of  Middletown  town  record,  were;  Alice, 
born  Aug.  7,  1797;  l^^c.  6,  1799;  Lydia, 

Nov.  26,  1802;  .Mehetabel,  April  26,  1804;  Ld- 
niund,  April  16,  1806;  Stephen,  Aiay  5,  1809;  Free- 
born, Oct.  20,  1811;  and  Arnold,  Jan.  31,  1814. 

0 0 I’cdeg  Albro,  son  of  David  (2),  born  Dec. 
6,  1799,  in  Middletown,  R.  L,  married  March  17, 
1822,  Eliza  Manchester,  born  Oct.  17,  1800,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Aianchester,  and  their  children  were : 
Samuel  Manchester,  born  Jan.  19,  1823,  died  Nov. 
16,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years;  David,  born 
Nov.  4.  1825;  and  Isaac,  born  Jan.  19,  1828,  died 
in  1904.  Like  his  father  Peleg  Albro  engaged  m 
farming,  which  was  his  lifelong  occupation.  It 
not  only  occupied  the  working  years  of  his  life, 
but  be  made  a striking  success.  Having  achieved 
a substantial  standing  through  persistent  and  un- 
aided exertions,  he  was  naturally  independent  m 
thought,  especially  in  the  expression  of  his  politi- 
cal convictions,  so  that  his  votes  were  invarialily 
cast  with  as  much  reference  to  personal  fttness  as 
to  partv  principles.  Aiorally  he  was  noted  foi  his 
sterling-  honesty,  his  religious  affiliations  being  with 
the  Society  of  Friends.  Peleg  Albro  died  March 
5,  1889,  passing  away  while  still  on  the  old  family 
homestead,  having  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-nine  years  and  three  months.  His  remains 
rest  "in  the  family  cemetery  in  iMitchell's  Lane. 
His  devoted  wife,  "and  mother  of  his  three  children, 
had  preceded  him  by  eleven  years,  dying  Feb.  22, 
1878.  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  four 
months.  She  also  was  buried  in  the  family  bury- 
ing  ground,  and  like  her  husband  was  a devoted 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

(\TI)  David  Albro,  second  sow  of  Peleg  and 
Eliza,  received  his  primary  education  both  in  the 
IMiddletown  and  Portsmouth  district  schools.  From 
an  early  age  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  family 
homestead,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  In  1852  he 
removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  rented  and  op- 
erated the  farm  of  his  uncle,  Samuel  Manchester., 
After  the  latter's  death,  two  years  later,  iNlr.  Albro 
returned  to  the  homestead,  and  farmed  his  father’s 
land  for  one  year,  when  he  settled  on  the  jilace 
owned  bv  his  grandfather.  David  Albro.  This 
tract  consisted  of  about  forty  acres  of  land,  and 
upon  it  he  conducted  general  farming  operations 
and  the  raising  of  live  stock.  He  continued  this 
venture,  with  the  assistance  of  his  son,  Charles, 
until  the  year  1891,  and  it  proved  to  be  the  founda- 
tion of  his  prosperity.  In  the  year  named  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  in  South  Portsmouth, 
Mitchell’s  Lane,  where  he  afterward  resided,  his 


latter  years  having  been  jiassed  in  retirement  froin 
active  work.  In  March,  1905,  while  walking  in  his 
yard,  he  fell  upon  the  ice  and  broke  his  hip.  As 
stated  he  suffered  from  the  fracture  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Mr.  Albro  was  among  the  largest  landowners- 
in  Poi'tsmouth  and  Middletown,  being  the  pro- 
prietor, with  his  three  sons,  of  240  acres  of  valu- 
able land  in  that  locality.  After  coming  into  pos- 
session •of  his  various  properties  he  had  greatly 
improved  them  and  added  to  their  value,  but  only 
at  the  expense  of  hard  and  persistent  work  and 
strict  attention  to  details.  Even  in  his  comparative 
retirement,  he  was  a practical,  keen  manager,  al- 
though younger  hands  were  bearing  the  burdens 
of  the  active  labors. 

Mr.  Albro  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  de- 
velopment of  his  material  interests  at  the  expense 
of  his  higher  nature,  for  he  was  well-read,  intelli- 
gent on  general  topics  and  liberal  in  his  religious- 
views,  making  the  Golden  Rule  the  motto  of  his 
life.  He  was  a strong  sui:)porter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  served  for  many  years  as  collector  of 
taxes  of  Aliddletown. 

At  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Nov.  13,  1851,  David 
Albro  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Anthony,  who  died 
Nov.  30,  1859,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  age,, 
leaving  four  children : Charles,  who  now  operates 
the  homestead  farm,  married  Miss  Maria  Anthony, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Anthony,  of  Middletown,. 
R.  L;  Elizabeth  is  deceased;  George  Herbert,  a 
farmer  of  Middletown,  married  Catherine  Dodge, 
daughter  of  Dudley  Jdodge;  and  William  Gilbert,, 
a farmer  of  South  Portsmouth,  married  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Hazard,  daughter  of  George  Hazard.  In 
1865,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  David  Albro  married 
(second)  Airs.  Alary  (Pall)  Dodge,  w’idow  of 
Dudley  Dodge,  and  l)y  her  he  had  three  children, 
namely : Isaac,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years ; Lucinda,  who  died  when  seven  years 
old ; and  Sadie,  who  married  Isaac  Gray,  of  Ports- 
mouth, Rhode  Island. 

CxARR  (Warren  family).  The  vital  records  of 
Warren  show  that  the  family  of  Caleb  and  Ruth 
(Miller)  Carr  is  the  first  of  this  name  of  record 
there,  and  on  investigation  that  these  parents  were 
of  the  old  Portsmouth-Newport  stock.  A little 
later  are  of  record  in  Warren  the  births  and  deaths 
of  the  family  of  Robert  and  Lydia  (Turner)  Carr. 
Beginning  in  this  territory  in  the  first  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  it  was  yet  a part  of  Swan- 
sea, Alass.,  the  name  has  .since  been  continuous  in 
the  town  of  W'arren  and  refiected  credit  and  honor 
upon  the  town,  as  had  the  earlier  generations  upon 
the  settlements  of  what  became  the  county  of  New- 
I)ort,  where  figured  conspicuously  the  colonial  gov- 
ernor. Hon.  Caleb  Carr,  a brother  of  the  progenitor 
of  the  Warren  Carrs,  in  name  Robert  Carr,  whose 
family  in  England,  says  tradition,  reaches  back 
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to  the  time  of  Whlliam  the  Conqueror.  This  W'ar- 
ren  line  of  Carrs  in  the  earlier  settlements,  too,  allied 
itself  to  one  of  the  most  disting-nished  of  Rhode 
Island  I'amilies — that  of  the  Creenes  of  Warwick. 
I'Tom  the  Warren  family  have  come  such  men  as 
Major  Caleb  Carr,  and  his  two  sons,  Ca])t.  Caleb 
.and  Alajor  Turner  Carr,  men  of  maritime  and 
ship-building-  note;  Capt.  \\’illiam  Carr  and  son. 
who  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  elder,  bore  his 
Christian  name  and  title,  and,  of  still  a voung-er 
generation,  the  late  George  ^^'ashington  and 
\\'illiam  Carr,  both  long  substantial  men  and  useful 
citizens  of  W'arren.  Then  from  this  \\'arrcn  stock 
also  came  the  distinguished  George  Wheaton  Carr, 
M.  1).,  still  active  in  professional  life  in  Providence. 

There  follows  a sketch  of  the  hves  of  some  of 
the  Warren  Carrs  and  as  well  their  lineage.  The 
Roman  characters  designate  the  remoteness  of  each 
generation  from  the  first  American  ancestor — Rob- 
ert Carr. 

(I)  Robert  and  Caleb  Carr,  brothers,  sons  of 
Renjamin  Carr,  of  London,  England,  horn  respec- 
tively in  1614  and  1616,  came  to  Xew  England 
on  the  ship  “Elizabeth  Ann,”  which  sailed  from 
London.  England,  Alay  9,  1635.  After  residing  a 
short  time  at  Bristol  they  removed  to  Newport, 
R.  I.,  where  they  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty. Robert  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers 
of  the  Island  of  Conanicut  in  Xarragansett  bay, 
which  contained  about  six  thousand  acres.  Pie 
was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  Portsmouth  in  1639. 
In  1681  Robert  Carr  made  his  will  and  died  in  that 
same  year.  The  brother,  Caleb  Carr,  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Colony,  assistant  and  governor,  succeed- 
ing to  the  latter  office  Gov.  John  Easton.  He  was 
a P'riend  in  religious  belief.  The  children  of  Rob- 
ert Carr  were:  Caleb,  Elizabeth,  Alary.  Robert, 
Ifsek  and  Alargaret. 

(II)  Caleb  Carr  inherited  from  his  father  the 

latter's  land  in  Conanicut,  alias  Jamestown.  He 
married  I’hillis  Greene,  born  Oct.  7,  1658,  in  A\’ar- 
wick,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Alajor  John  and  grand- 
daughter of  Surgeon  John  Greene,  who  came  to 
Boston  in  1635  in  the  ship  “James,”  settled  at 
Salem,  where  he  was  associated  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams, and  later,  in  1636.  joined  A\dlliams  at  Provi- 
dence, and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  distinguished 
Greene  family  of  Rhode  Island.  Caleb  Carr  and 
his  wife  settled  on  the  estate  above  named,  where 
he  died  in  Their  children  were:  Robert, 

born  Jan.  2,  1678;  Caleb,  born  Alarch  26,  1679: 
A\'illiam,  born  Oct.  16.  1681  : Robert  (2).  born  June 
7,  1683:  Job.  born  in  1685;  Alary;  and  Phillis, 
horn  Dec.  8,  1688. 

(HI)  Robert  Carr  (2),  born  June  7,  11)83,  in 
Jamestown,  R.  L,  married  Oct.  21.  1708.  Hannah 
Hale,  born  Alay  8,  1690,  in  Swansea.  Alass.,  and 
after  their  marriage  they  settled  in  the  latter  town. 
Air.  Carr  died  there  Oct.  12,  1722.  Airs.  Carr  died 
in  Warren,  R.  L,  Alay  31.  1771.  Their  children 
were:  Alary,  born  Alarch  2.  1710;  Robert,  July 
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2,  1715;  Hannah,  Sept.  18.  1717;  and  Caleb,  June 

3,  i/iy- 

(IV)  Caleb  Carr  (2),  son  of  Robert  (2), 
born  June  3,  1719.  iu  .Xewi)ort,  R.  I.,  married  Jan. 

4,  1740,  Ruth  Miller,  and  their  children,  all  of  town 
record  in  Warren.  R.  I.,  were:  Robert,  born  Alay 

5,  1741  ; Caleb,  born  Sei)t.  4,  1743,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution;  John,  born  Jan.  12, 
1746;  Samuel,  born  Dec.  8,  1748;  Jonathan,  born 
Alarch  8,  1751;  Hannah,  born  in  April,  1753: 
Alary,  born  June  19,  1755;  Nathan,  born  A])ril 
3,  1757,  who  was  killed  in  the  Revolution;  Idiilip, 
born  June  4.  1759,  who  was  lost  at  sea;  Ruth,  born 
Aug.  15,  1761;  and  William,  born  Nov.  ii,  1764. 

(V)  Capt.  William  Carr  (“son  of  Caleb  and 

Ruth”)  married  Alarch  16,  1788  (Bristol  record), 
Iflizabeth  (“Betsey”)  Hoar,  and  (second)  Aug. 
3,  1794  (Warren  record),  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Phillips.  Two  children  came  to 
the  first  marriage:  Betsey,  born  in  Alarch,  1789. 
who  died  Alay  17,  1790;  and  William,  born  April 
14,  1790.  The  following  named  were  born  to  the 
second:  Nathan,  born  Alarch  24,  1796;  Betsey, 
born  Alarch  22,  1798;  Harry  Idnllii)s,  born  Nov. 
5,  1799,  who  died  June  17.  1816,  at  St.  Lucas; 
Rebecca,  born  Jan.  17,  1802;  Lydia  Aliller, 

born  June  21.  1805;  George  Washington,  born 
April  18,  1808;  Abigail  Phillips,  born  Dec.  20. 
1810;  Charles,  born  Sei>t.  3,  1813,  who  died  July 
10,  1835,  at  Havana;  Alary  Phillips,  born  July  4, 
1815;  and  Harry  Pfiiillips  (2),  born  I'eb.  t6,  1821, 
who  -was  captain  of  a transport  during  the  Civil 
war  and  died  at  Beaufort,  South  Carolina. 

(VI)  Capt.  William  Carr  (2),  born  Ai)ril  14, 
1790,  married  Sept.  3.  1820.  Temperance  Smith, 
horn  P>b.  14.  1799,  (laughter  of  Joseph  and  Han- 
nah. and  to  this  marriage  came  children  as  follows: 
William,  born  July  9,  1821  ; Betsey,  born  in  April, 
.1824  (died  Jan.  8.  1846);  Seraphine,  born  Oct. 
29,  1836  (married  June  6,  1859,  W'illiam  I’enn 
Hvde,  of  Palo  Alto,  Cal.,  who  was  born  in  Stoning- 
ton.  Conn.,  Eeb.  15,  1828)  ; and  Josephine,  born 
Jan.  8,  1839. 

(\’I)  George  W.\siiixgtox  C.\rr  was  born 
in  W'arren  April  18.  1808,  iwobably  in  the  house 
in  which  his  daughter  now  lives,  at  the  south  end 
of  Water  street,  this  dwelling  having  been  budt 
in  1800.  He  received  his  schooling  there,  and  went 
to  sea  quite  early,  following  the  water  for  several 
vears,  at  first  before  the  mast,  and  making  a final 
vovage  as  captain  between  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Orleans  in  the  spring  of  1835.  At  the  .solicitation 
of  his  mother  he  gave  up  sailing,  and  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1835  he  entered  the  Warren  Bank,  now  the 
National  Warren  Bank,  as  cashier,  holding  that 
position  for  almost  thirty  years,  until  September, 
1863.  when  failing  health  obliged  him  to  resign. 
Air.  Carr  was  a born  accountant  and  had  the  repu- 
tation of  being  one  of  tbe  most  correct  in  this 
section  in  his  day.  Eurthermore,  he  took  the  deep- 
est interest  in  his  work,  and  was  ever  conscientious 
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in  its  performance.  Outside  of  the  bank  he  had 
interests  in  the  merchant  marine,  and  he  was  a di- 
rector in  the  W'arien  ^Manufacturing  Company. 
He  was  a man  of  very  genial  disposition,  fond  of 
his  friends  and  especially  of  his  home,  for  his 
tastes  were  very  domestic.  He  was  decidedly  mu- 
sical, and  he  found  his  greatest  recreation  after 
banking  hours  in  playing  on  his  flute.  His  daugh- 
ter’s earliest  recollections  of  singing  are  associated 
with  her  father,  for  when  a mere  child  she  sang 
all  the  popular  melodies  of  the  day  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  her  father’s  flute.  ]\Ir.  Carr  was  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  but  like  his  father  was 
a regular  attendant  at  St.  Mark’s  Church,  and 
served  as  vestryman  for  ten  years.  His  political 
principles  were  those  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  public-spirited,  and  served  as  a member  of 
the  town  council  and  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Campbell  fund,  a bequest  of  Nicholas  Campbell 
for  the  establishment  of  a school  for  poor  children. 
He  died  Dec.  2,  1869,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
Jan.  25,  1886. 

Mr.  Carr  married  Elizabeth  Read,  daughter  of 
Preserved  Read,  and  to  the  union  came  two  chil- 
dren: (i)  Clarence  Lyndon,  born  July  18,  1842, 

died  May  4,  1879,  at  Napa,  Cal. ; he  married  Ce- 
celia Schiller,  of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  they  had 
two  children,  George  S.  and  Charles  Read.  (2) 
Alice  Elizabeth  was  born  Sept.  12,  1845. 

WESTCOTT.  For  many  generations  the  name 
of  M'estcott  has  been  a prominent  one  in  Rhode 
Island  and  extended  account  of  the  family  is  given 
elsewhere,  but  few  if  any  of  the  name  have  had  a 
more  varied  and  interesting  career  than  Fernando 
Gorton  Westcott,  of  Scituate,  of  whom  this  article 
principally  treats.  His  line  of  descent  from  Stuke- 
ley  \Vestcott,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  is  herewith 
given. 

(I)  Stukeley  W’estcott,  born  in  1592,  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Salem,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1636,  when 
he  became  a freeman  and  was  received  as  an  in- 
habitant. He  was  a follower  of  Roger  Williams, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  excommunicated  from 
the  church  in  1639.  They  had  previously  gone  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  in  1638  he  was  one  of 
twelve,  and  the  first  named  on  the  list,  who  received 
a deed  from  Williams  to  land  the  latter  had  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve 
original  members  of  the  First  Paptist  Church  or- 
ganized in  Providence  in  1639.  He  was  one  of  the 
thirty-nine  signers  of  Providence  in  1640  of  an 
agreement  for  their  civil  government.  He  was 
recorded  as  an  inhabitant  of  Warwick  in  1648. 
He  held  several  important  offices,  among  them 
commissioner,  surveyor  of  highways,  assistant  and 
deputy.  He  died  Jan.  12,  1677.  Lis  children  were: 
Damaris,  Robert,  Amos,  IMercy  and  Jeremiah. 

('ll)  Jeremiah  Westcott,  son  of  Stukeley,  mar- 
ried July  27,  1665.  Eleanor,  daughter  of  M'illiam 
and  Idizabeth  England,  and  they  were  residents  of 


M'arwick,  R.  I.,  of  which  i\Ir.  Westcotfwas  a free- 
man in  1672.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1686. 
Their  children  were:  Jeremiah,  Eleanor,  Persis, 
Stukeley,  Josiah,  Samuel,  William  and  Benjamin. 
Through  one  of  these  sons,  says  the  compiler  of 
the  Westcott  Genealogy,  descended  Amos  West- 
cott, the  ancestor  of  the  Scituate,  R.  I.,  family  of 
the  name  treated  in  this  article. 

(IV)  Amos  Westcott,  a grandson  of  Jeremiah 
and  Eleanor,  born  as  early  as  1730,  owned  land  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  as  early  as  1752.  He  was  subse- 
quently in  Johnston  and  Cranston,  R.  I.  The  Chris- 
tian name  of  his  wife  was  Mary. 

(V)  Reuben  Westcott,  son  of  Amos  and  Mary, 
married  Feb.  21,  1773,  Hannah  Greene.  They  lived 
for  a time  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  thence  removed  to 
the  town  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  ^ still  later  to 
Sterling,  in  that  same  State,  where  Air.  Westcott 
died  about  1820.  Airs.  Westcott  died  in  Plainfield. 
H is  children  were:  Gorton,  born  Sept.  3,  1773, 
married  (first)  Wait  Knight,  of  Cranston,  and 
(second)  Eliza  Hull;  Mary  C.,  born  in  1775,  mar- 
ried Job  Gorton;  Reuben,  born  Feb.  8,  1777,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Hull;  Dexter,  born  April  22,  1779,  is 
next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing;  James,  born  Dec. 
10,  1782,  married  Feb.  24,  1801,  Sally  Wilbur; 
Cynthia  and  Suky  (twins)  were  born  Feb.  19, 
1784;  Abigail,  born  Feb.  5,  1786,  married  Samuel 
Wilbur;  Mary  or  Polly,  born  Feb.  i,  1788,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Vvilbur;  Penelope,  born  Aug.  20,  1790, 
married  Elisha  Avery;  Alarcena  was  born  June  3, 
1794;  Suky  (2)  was  born  Alay  29,  1797;  and  Ar- 
thur G.,  born  March  8,  1811,  married  Eunice  Herd, 
of  Sterling,  Connecticut. 

(VI)  Dexter  Westcott,  son  of  Reuben,  was 
born  April  22,  1779,  and  lived  to  be  past  three  score 
years  and  ten,  dying  July  17,  1852.  On  Dec.  21, 
1800,  he  married  Miss  Cynthia  Chard,  who  was 
born  Aug.  30,  1791,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1836.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  (i)  John  C.  was  a su- 
perintendent of  weaving  and  was  employed  in 
various  mills  throughout  Rhode  Island  and  per- 
haps Connecticut.  He  lived  for  some  years  at 
Georgiaville,  R.  I.,  where  he  died.  He  married 
Phebe  Arnold,  and  among  their  children  were 
Sarah,  who  married  a Air.  Whipple  and  resided  at 
North  Adams,  Mass.,  John  Henry,  and  Nathaniel, 
who  lived  at  Carolina  Alills,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed. (2)  Daniel  was  a stove  founder  and  a 
resident  of  Providence,  where  he  was  a well-known 
citizen  in  the  earlier  days.  He  spent  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  in  Smithfield,  where  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Shaw  and  had  a daughter  Almira,, 
who  married  George  Bailey,  a man  of  wide  ac- 
quaintance. (3)  David  W.  was  also  prominent 
in  the  mill  life  of  Rhode  Island  and  lived  at  Natick,, 
where  he  was  superintendent  of  weaving  for  many 
years.  He  was  also  superintendent  of  mills  at 
Lewiston,  Alaine,  for  many  years.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  California,  where  he  died,  and  where 
three  of  his  four  children  removed  and  continued  to- 
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reside.  He  married  Tahitlia  Rounds.  The  chil- 
dren were  all  living  some  years  ago.  One,  Eliza, 
married  Lieut.  Porter,  who  was  with  General  Cus- 
ter at  the  massacre,  and  whose  name  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  that  event.  (4)  Dexter 
Green  was  of  a roving  disposition  and  one  of  those 
great-hearted  fellows  who  do  more  for  others  than 
for  themselves.  He  took  to  the  sea  and  led  an 
adventurous  career,  and  as  he  was  of  jovial,  hearty 
disposition  many  enjoyed  his  tales  of  the  sea  and 
travel.  He  died  in  Cranston,  unmarried.  (5) 
Gorton  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (6)  Cynthia  mar- 
ried Edward  Evans,  formerly  a well-known  and  re- 
spected farmer  of  Smithfield,  and  died  in  young 
womanhood,  leaving  one  son,  Benjamin,  who  is 
now  deceased.  (7)  Sarah  M.  married  William  T. 
Noyes,  of  Scituate,  and  lived  at  Natick,  where 
Mr.  Noyes  was  an  overseer  of  weaving.  They  had 
children ; Mary,  who  married  John  Sweet ; Hattie, 
who  married  George  Breen ; Cynthia,  who  did  not 
marry;  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Northup. 

(VH)  Gorton  Westcott  was  perhaps  born  in 
Connecticut,  where  the  family  lived  for  some  years 
at  the  old  stone  mill  in  Killingly.  He  worked  in 
the  mills,  and  from  his  earnings  managed  to  save 
enough  to  enable  him  to  attend  the  Bolton  Acad- 
emy for  one  year,  and  this  training,  supplemented 
by  such  knowledge  as  could  be  gathered  from  the 
few  books  of  his  community,  was  all  he  had  in  the 
way  of  education.  In  time  he  with  the  others  of 
the  family  located  in  Rhode  Island,  where  he  be- 
came the  overseer  of  spinning  in  the  mill  at  Pone- 
gansett,  then  called  Beatty ville.  In  1862  he  ac- 
quired the  farm  in  Scituate  called  the  George  Peck- 
ham  farm,  and  the  one  upon  which  his  only  son, 
Fernando  G.,  now  resides.  There  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life  as  a farmer,  and  was  quite 
successful.  He  was  a man  of  large  build,  rugged 
and  of  great  strength.  He  was  very  highly  re- 
garded as  a citizen,  and  his  chief  characteristics 
were  his  great  industry  and  absolute  honesty  in 
every  dealing.  He  was  much  given  to  the  society 
of  his  home,  and  was  not  greatly  interested  in  the 
political  affairs  of  his  day  and  community.  Mr. 
Westcott  died  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  in  1902, 
preceded  by  his  wife,  Eliza  (Rounds),  in  1901,  at 
about  the  same  age.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
he  rather  depended  on  his  son  and  only  child,  who 
tenderly  cared  for  both  the  parents  in  their  declin- 
ing years.  Both  were  of  deep  Christian  tempera- 
ment, and  a very  ancient  Bible  was  frequently 
used  and  perused  in  the  home. 

(Mil)  Fernando  Gorton  Westcott  was  born 
]\Iay  15,  1840,  at  Beattyville  or  Ponegansett.  in  the 
town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  attended  the  schools  of 
the  vicinity  and  also  Lapham  Institute,  at  North 
Scituate.  In  quite  early  youth  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Mdlliam  Tinkham,  to  learn  the  trade  of  tinner. 
When  he  was  seventeen  a desire  for  adventure  and 
to  see  more  of  the  world  consumed  him,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly shipped  on  the  old  bark  “Caroline,"  a 


whaling  vessel  of  Greenport,  L.  I.  The  voyage  took 
him  all  through  the  Pacific,  up  and  down  the  Cali- 
fornia coast,  off  the  coast  of  Alaska  years  before  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  the  Klondike  region,  along  the 
coast  of  Australia,  and  to  the  Philippines.  At 
Honolulu  the  old  bark  was  condemned  and  the 
crew  forced  to  get  back  to  the  home  port  as  best 
they  could.  Mr.  Westcott  together  with  two  others 
shipped  on  the  vessel  “Eliza  Miller,”  for  Hong 
Kong.  For  this  they  were  paid  forty  dollars.  This 
vessel  was  from  Kennebunk  Port.  Maine,  and  un- 
der Captain  Granite.  Arriving  at  Hong  Kong  they 
sought  a home-going  ship  and  found  the  “Flora 
Temple,”  loaded  with  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
coolies  bound  for  Havana,  Cuba.  After  a few  days 
at  sea  the  vessel  encountered  a coral  reef  and  was 
wrecked.  All  the  coolies  were  drowned  and  the 
crew  put  to  sea  in  an  open  life  boat.  For  fifteen 
days  they  were  adrift  and  subsisted  upon  very 
short  allowances  of  food  and  water,  but  they  were 
finally  picked  up  and  taken  back  to  Hong  Kong, 
by  the  French,  at  Tulon,  China.  Here  they  appliecl 
to  the  American  consul,  and  were  soon  cnroute  to 
New  York  in  the  bark  “Cossack,”  landing  Feb.  22, 
i860.  Young  Westcott  had  by  this  time  seen  quite 
enough  to  satisfy  his  longing  for  adventure,  and 
he  decided  to  return  to  his  home.  After  a short 
visit  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  were  living 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  there  in  1861  he 
married  Miss  Jane  Elizabeth  Whitman,  daughter 
of  Charles  Henry  Whitman,  theiT  of  Dundaff,  Pa., 
but  formerly  of  Rhode  Island,  and  member  of  the 
old  Whitman  family  of  New  England.  After  their 
marriage  they  came  to  the  home  of  his  parents, 
where  Mr.  Westcott  assisted  with  the  work  of  the 
farm  of  which  he  is  now  the  owner.  Two  sons 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westcott:  Frank,  who 
resides  at  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  and  Charles,  who  remains 
with  his  father.  For  years  Mrs.  Westcott  was  a 
woman  of  remarkable  industr}'  and  thrift,  assisting 
greatly  with  the  work  of  the  farm,  but  in  1895  a 
stroke  of  paralysis  left  her  a complete  invalid.  She 
recovered  in  every  way  except  muscularly,  and  for 
eleven  years  her  every  want  and  her  care  was 
attended  to  by  Mr.  WYstcott,  who  was  her  con- 
stant attendant.  She  died  in  May,  1906,  and  is 
buried  at  Scituate. 

IMr.  Westcott  continues  on  the  home  farm  and 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  regarded  citizens  of  Scit- 
uate. Like  his  father  he  is  much  given  to  looking 
after  his  own  affairs,  though  his  friendships  are 
wide  and  valued,  among  his  friends  being  some  of 
the  best  known  and  most  substantial  men  of  the 
State.  For  a brief  time  he  was  a resident  of  the 
city  of  Providence,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known. 

ALFRED  ZIBA  HORTON,  who  iiassed  away 
at  his  home.  No.  82  Chapin  avenue.  Providence, 
Tuly  2,  1900,  was  a highh'  esteemed  citizen,  and  a 
man  who.se  career  in  life  deserved  only  commenda- 


2i68 


RHODE  ISLAND 


tion.  He  was  born  ,Alay  15.  1829,  in  Ossipee. 
X.  M.,  and  as  he  lost  his  father  when  (piite  small, 
he  was  brought  up  in  the  home  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Reuljen  Hobbs.  Air.  Hol)bs  was  a 
farmer  at  Ossipee.  X.  H..  a son  of  Captain  Xa- 
thaniel  Hobbs,  a Revolutionary  soldier. 

.Alfred  Z.  Horton  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  of  Ossipee  and  at  Tamworth.  X.  H. 
When  he  was  seventeen  years  old  he  left  home  to 
begin  life  for  hiimself,  and  came  to  Providence, 
rvhere  an  aunt  was  residing.  He  was  two  days 
in  making  the  journey  from  Tamworth  to  Provi- 
dence, for  some  of  the  way  he  had  to  come  by 
stage  coach.  He  found  employment  in  Providence 
almost  immediately  after  his  arrival,  being  em- 
])loved  in  the  plow  works  of  Amos  b idler,  anti  in 
time  he  became  so  exjicrt  that  he  was  one  of  the 
most  skilled  plow-makers  in  the  State,  h'or  some 
time  after  beginning  work  in  the  factory,  he  at- 
tended a night  school  and  in  that  way  completed 
his  education.  Fie  remainetl  with  Air.  louder  for 
a number  of  years,  finally  becoming  foreman  of  the 
shop.  His  health  at  last  began  to  fail,  so  that  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  the  continuous  work  in 
the  factory,  and  he  removed  to  lAover,  N.  'H., 
where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  but  his  health 
became  better,  and  he  was  able  to  helj)  Air.  Fiddler 
in  the  shop  for  several  winters  during  this  time. 
Not  long  after  the  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  Air.  F-'uller  sent  for  Air.  Horton  to  assist  him 
in  starting  again,  this  time  the  factory  being  lo- 
cated on  Purgess  street,  and  in  this  shoj)  Air.  Hor- 
ton was  emploved  for  two  years. 

I’p  to  this  time  Air.  Horton  had  worked  ver} 
hard,  and  by  the  e.xercise  of  economy  had  accu- 
mulated enough  to  begin  the  contracting  and  build- 
ing business,  which  he  did  in  a small  way,  by 
erecting  a house  and  selling  it.  He  was  successful 
from  the  start  .so  that  the  business  grew  accord- 
ingly. He  built  over  too  houses  in  the  city,  for 
himself  and  other  people.  Alany  of  these  were  in 
the  viciidty  of  his  own  home,  seven  of  them  being 
on  Chapin  avenue.  Air.  Horton  drew  most  of  his 
»own  plans.  He  was  very  energetic  and  hard  work- 
ing, and  had  full  knowledge  of  every  detail  of  his 
work.  His  contracts  were  very  faithfully  carried 
out  and  even  when  on  a losing  job  he  fulfilled  the 
contract  to  the  letter.  He  was  strictly  honest  in  all 
bis  dealings,  and  he  jiossessed  the  confidence  of  his 
])atrons  to  an  unusual  degree.  Air.  Hoiton  became 
the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate,  and  starting 
as  a poor  boy  he  became  a successful  man,  entirely 
self-made.  lie  remained  active  in  his  work  until 
about  six  months  before  his  death,  when  he  was 
compelled  to  give  it  up  Iiecause  of  poor  health.  He 
was  buried  in  Swan  I^oint  cemetery. 

On  July  9.  1857.  Alfred  Z.  Horton  was  married 
in  Effingham,  X.  H..  by  the  Rev.  Air.  Proadbent, 
to  Aliss  Alarv  A.  Goodwin,  born  Xov.  23,  1835.  a 
native  of  Ossipee.  X.  H..  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Jlarriet  (Frost)  Goodwin.  Airs.  Horton  was  an 


infant  when  her  parents  removed  to  Xewfield, 
Alaine,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood,  and  she 
was  a resident  of  that  jilace  when  she  was  married. 
She  survives  her  husband  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. A I licit  of  Air.  Horton's  success  can  be  at- 
tributed to  the  faithful  co-operation  of  his 
wife,  who  has  ever  been  thrifty  and  pro- 
vident. They  were  the  parents  of  five  children ; 
(O  Clara  E.  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  E.  Alaine,  of 
ITovidencc.  'I'hey  had  one  child,  Pertha,  who 
died  in  infancy.  (2)  Herbert  S.  married  I.usina 
Aloulton,  and  died  three  months  before  his  father. 
He  left  one  son.  Ifrle  AF.  (3)  Delmore  A.  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  (4)„ Jennie  Iv.  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  ( 5)  AFinnie  A.  married 
Thomas  H.  I.uther,  of  Providence,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Eliot  Horton. 

In  jiolitics  Air.  Horton  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
but  while  he  took  a deep  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters he  never  would  be  induced  to  accept  office.  He 
was  a member  of  no  secret  societies,  buk  before  his 
marriage  he  was  a member  of  the  old  volunteer 
fire  de])artment.  Fie  became  a member  of  the  Cran- 
ston Street  Paptist  Church  during  the  pastorate  of 
Dr.  Pixby,  and  was  a regular  attendant  u])on 
church  services,  taking  a dee|)  interest  in  religious 
matters.  Airs.  Horton  united  with  the  Paiitist 
Church  in  Effingham,  X.  IT.  and  when  she  re- 
moved to  Providence  transferred  her  member- 
shi]r  to  the  F-'riendship  Street  Paptist  Church  ami 
was  a member  there  until  the  organization  of  the 
Cranston  Street  Church,  of  that  same  denomina- 
tion. when  she  became  a constituent  member  of  that 
congregation. 

HOX.  WIITJAAF  WASHINGTON  CONG- 
DOX,  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  busi- 
ness and  ])olitical  life  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
was  born  I'eb.  22,  1831,  on  the  Hammond  farm  in 
the  south  part  of  North  Kingstown,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Wickford,  R.  I.,  Aug.  23,  1905.  He 
was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
North  Ixingstown,  and  was  much  respected  by 
his  native  townsmen,  who  for  over  a decade  elected 
him  as  their  representative  in  the  I^egislature. 

Daniel  Congdon,  grandfather  of  William  Wash- 
ington, was  a farmer  and  lived  near  the  village  of 
Hamilton.  To  him  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Stanton, 
were  born  nine  children:  Renjamin,  Daniel,  John, 
William,  Stanton  W.,  Abby,  Alary  Ann,  Sarah  and 
Gideon. 

Stanton  AAA  Congdon,  father  of  Senator  Cong-^ 
don.  was  born  in  North  Kingstown,  and  during  the 
early  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming,  but  later 
he  kept  the  hotel  at  AAEckford  and  also  one  at 
Natick.  R.  I.  He  was  a member  of  the  Paptist 
Church,  and  in  political  faith  was  a AAPiig.  He 
married  (first)  Izitt  Hammond,  and  to  them  were 
born  : AA’illiam  AA'ashington  ; Daniel,  deceased,  who 
married  Ruth  Gardiner,  and  had  one  son,  AA^alter 
P. ; and  Izitt  Frances,  deceased,  who  married  Cas- 
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Sander  Thomas,  and  had  one  son,  William  W. 
Stanton  W.  Congdon  married  (second)  Lucy 
Burlingame,  and  their  children  were;  Zachariah, 
Henry  S.,  Laura  and  Annie. 

Senator  William  W.  Congdon  spent  his  school 
<lays  in  Wickford,  R.  L,  and  ui)on  leaving  home 
went  to  Providence  and  served  for  two  years  as  an 
apprentice  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but,  in  1854, 
because  of  his  father's  illness,  returned  to  Wick- 
ford and  bought  out  the  latter’s  livery  business, 
in  connection  with  which  he  established  a line  of 
coaches  from  Wickford  Junction  to  Wickford, 
which  was  maintained  until  the  opening  of  the 
Newport  and  Wickford  branch  railway,  upon  which 
Mr.  Congdon  was  conductor  for  fifteen  years.  He 
was  elected  representative  to  the  Legislature  in 

1894,  and  served  until  1898,  when  he  was  elected 
senator,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  1903,  when, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  declined  to  serve  an- 
other term.  For  a number  of  years  i\Ir.  Congdon 
was  a member  of  the  town  council,  and  was  a life- 
long Republican.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  i\Ir.  Congdon  was  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Wickford  Savings  Bank,  and 
a director  of  the  Wickford  National  Bank  up  to  the 
time  of  its  transfer  to  the  Industrial  Trust  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Congdon  was  a member  of  Beacon 
Lodge,  No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  was  past 
grand,  and  he  was  greatly  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Order. 

i\Ir.  Congdon  was  married  to  Frances  Ann, 
daughter  of  George  Gardner,  and  she  died  about 

1895.  The  only  child  of  this  union,  Grace,  died  in 
infancy. 

[Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Abbie  P. 
Gardner,  niece  of  Senator  Congdon,  we  are  en- 
abled to  present  herewith  an  e.xcellent  portrait  of 
him.] 

\\"ATERM.AN.  Prominent  in  the  history  of 
Rhode  Island  has  been  the  name  of  Waterman, 
and  through  each  generation  from  Richard  Water- 
man, the  co-worker  with  Roger  Williams,  to  the 
present  day  the  name  has  been  an  honored  one 
and  its  bearers  identified  with  the  material  advance- 
ment and  growth  of  the  Commonwealth.  Else- 
where will  be  found  extended  mention  of  the 
earlier  generations,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this 
article  to  treat  of  the  line  of  William  Albert  W'ater- 
man,  for  many  years  identified  with  the  commercial 
life  of  the  city  of  Providence,  and  William  E. 
\\'aterman,  a contractor  of  that  city.  They  descend 
from  (I)  Richard  Waterman  through  the  latter’s 
son  (II)  Resolved.  (Ill)  Resolved  (2).  (IV)  John, 
(V)  Job  and  (\T)  Job  (2),  who  was  their  grand- 
father. 

(Ill)  Re.solved  Waterman  (2),  of  the  third 
generation  from  Richard  Waterman,  was  born  in 
1667  and  first  married  Anne  Harris,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Mary  (Tew)  Harris;  she  was  born 
Nov.  12,  1673.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 


Mercy,  who  after  the  death  of  Mr.  \\'atcrman.  Jan. 
13.  1719,  remarried,  and  died  in  1750.  Mr.  Water- 
man’s children  by  the  first  marriage  were:  Resolved. 
Mercy,  and  Josei)h  ; and  those  by  the  second  were: 
^\'ait,  John  and  Hannah.  Mr.  Waterman  was  prom- 
ii:ent  in  the  early  days  in  Providence. 

(IV)  John  Waterman,  son  of  Resolved  and 
iMercy,  was  born  in  Providence  in  1715  and  died 
b'eb.  12,  1799.  On  June  17,  1739,  he  married  Mar\- 
Whipple,  daughter  of  Job  Whi])])le,  tbe  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Thomas  Sayles,  in  Burrill- 
villc,  R.  I.  Mary  Whij^ple  was  a wcmaii  of  ex- 
ceeding brilliancy  of  intellect  and  of  extraordinary 
personal  charm.  John  Waterman  became  a large 
land  owner  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  owning  an 
extensive  tract  which  is  now  a part  of  the  (_)lney- 
ville  annexed  * district  of  Providence.  Pie  had 
several  children,  among  whom  were  Job  and  Gai)t. 
Laban.  The  last  named  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  later  active  in  the  State  militia 
of  the  town  of  Johnston,  where  he  received  the  title 
of  captain.  He  was  born  in  1745,  and  died  in  1795. 
On  Jan.  22,  1786,  he  married  Esther  Eddy,  and 
they  had  three  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Resolved  and  Betsey  lived  to  perpetuate 
this  line,  and  mention  of  the  former’s  descendants 
will  be  found  elsewhere.  Betsey  married  Earle 
Knight,  and  their  only  living  descendant  is  Mrs. 
Ezra  Gallup,  whO'  resides  in  Connecticut. 

(\")  Job  Waterman,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Johnston  (possibly  Burrillville) , R.  I.,  and  be- 
came a large  farmer  in  that  town.  He  married 
Margaret  Saunders,  and  their  children  were:  Re- 
solved, Elisha,  Cynthia  (who  married  Judge  James 
Randall,  of  Johnston),  Lydia,  Phebe  and  Job. 

(\T)  Job  Waterman  (2),  son  of  Job,  was  born 
in  Johnston,  at  Pocasset,  on  the  family  homestead. 
He  was  a cooper  by  trade,  and  followed  that  call- 
ing in  addition  to  farming  throughout  his  active 
career.  His  great  energy  and  tireless  industry 
were  proverbial  in  the  community,  and  incidents 
regarding  his  physical  achievements  are  related 
by  his  posterity.  He  was  a man  of  medium  height 
and  ordinary  build,  but  exceedingly  muscular  and 
well  developed.  In  his  habits  and  moral  bearing 
he  was  clean  and  irreproachable,  and  he  was  ver}- 
outspoken  with  all  his  views,  especially  in  con- 
demnation of  wrong  and  injustice.  In  political 
preferment  he  was  first  a W hig  and  later  a P.epub- 
lican.  He  is  buried  in  the  old  Luther  burying- 
ground  in  Johnston,  where  also  rest  his  wife  and 
one  of  his  daughters. 

Job  Waterman  married  (first)  Hannah  Harris, 
and  by  her  had  children  as  follows;  James,  who 
went  to  Ohio  and  there  died  ; Royal,  of  whom  more 
follows;  Rebecca,  who  died  in  1854;  Haley  R.. 
who  married  (first)  Stephen  Howland,  of  Plym- 
outh. Plass.,  in  1827,  had  two  children,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  (second)  Abraham  Atwood,  and 
she  died  leaving  no  children;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried a i\Ir.  Fenner;  Samuel,  who  married  (first) 
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Esther  Barney  and  (second)  Betsey  Barney,  and 
died  in  Rehoboth,  Hass.,  leaving  no  descendants ; 
and  Elisha,  who  died  young.  The  mother  of  these 
died,  and  Hr.  H'aterman  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
(Stone)  Pratt,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Albert  and  Harw  The  former  is  mentioned  more 
fnlly  farther  on.  Hary  married  Calvin  Luther, 
and  they  had  children  : Amey,  who  married  Henry 
Fenner ; Nathan,  who  married  Melissa  Hdlmarth ; 
Asaph  C.,  who  removed  to  and  resided  in  the  HTst ; 
and  James. 

(\TI)  Royal  H’aterman,  son  of  Job  (2)  and 
Hannah,  was  born  Hay  2,  1814,  in  Johnston,  and 
in  his  youth  attended  the  schools  of  that  commun- 
ity. When  old  enough  to  begin  work  he  found  em- 
plo3'ment  in  the  mills  situated  in  the  locality,  con- 
tinuing thus  until  his  marriage.  About  the  time 
of  the  Dorr  trouble,  in  1842,  he  removed  to  a farm 
in  Burrillville,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
March  6,  1897.  Mr.  Waterman  was  an  intelligent, 
industrious,  hard-working  farmer,  distinguished 
for  his  earnestness  in  all  good  works  and  his  purity 
of  life  and  integrity  of  conduct. 

Mr.  Waterman  was  twice  married,  and  all  his 
children  were  born  to  the  first  union,  with  Mary 
Darling  Mathewson,  who  was  born  Nov.  22,  1814, 
daughter,  of  Ai  and  Lydia  (Darling)  Mathewson, 
and  a descendant  of  old  and  distinguished  Rhode 
Island  families.  Both  the  Darlings  and  Mathew- 
sons  are  mentioned  elsewhere.  James  IMathewson, 
the  first  ancestor  of  this  family  in  America,  married 
Hannah  Field,  and  from  them  ]\Irs.  Waterman 
traced  her  line  through  James,  Daniel,  Othniel 
(who  married  Hannah  Winsor),  Joshua  (who 
married  Mary  Ross),  and  Ai  (who  married  Lydia 
Darling).  Mrs.  Waterman  died  Dec.  27,  1876, 
and  is  buried  with  her  husband  at  Pascoag,  R.  I. 
Mr.  Waterman’s  second  wife,  who  was  Mrs.  Emily 
Steere  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  survives  him 
and  resides  in  Providence.  His  children  were:  (i) 
Emery  Harrison,  born  Aug.  25,  1841,  died  (Jet. 
15,  1872.  (2)  William  Albert  is  mentioned  below. 

(3)  George  Howland,  born  Feb.  21,  1846,  removed 
to  the  West  and  still  resides  there.  He  married 
Lorinda  Turner,  Dec.  24,  1867,  ^”<1  she  died  July 
23,  1900,  leaving  one  son,  Harry  R.,  born  at  Law- 
renceburg,  Ind.,  Dec.  8,  1868,  and  married  Nov. 
29,  1895,  to  Rose  Smith.  . {4)  Anna  Maxia,  born 
Jan.  24,  1849,  niarried  William  B.  Richardson,  and 
resides  at  Uxbridge,  Mass.  (5)  Ella  Evelyn,  born 
April  21,  1851,  married  Charles  Chandler  Brown, 
of  Putnam,  Conn.  (6)  Stephen  V.,  born  Oct.  9, 
1853,  married  Eliza  Dunn  and  resides  at  Pascoag, 
R.  I.  They  have  three  children,  John  H.,  Mary  E. 
and  Stephen  P.  (7)  Warren  James,  born  Dec.  9, 
1855,  died  in  infancy. 

(JTH)  WiLLT.\?ir  Alhert  eldest 

survivor  of  the  family  of  Royal  Waterman,  was 
born  Jan.  26,  T844,  in  the  town  of  P)Urrillville.  He 
was  early  introduced  to  the  hard  work  of  the  farm 
and  to  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  district 


schools.  In  1862  he  came  to  the  city  of  Providence, 
where  he  found  employment  with  George  H.  Cor- 
liss, machinist,  following  that  business  for  some 
years.  He  later  engaged  in  the  general  grocery 
business.  In  1886  he  established  his  present  flour- 
ishing business  on  Camp  street.  Providence,  where 
he  has  ever  since  guided  its  substantial  growth, 
at  present  having  one  of  the  best  equipped  gro- 
ceries in  his  neighborhood.  He  is  highly  regarded 
in  commercial  circles,  bearing  the  reputation  of 
being  a safe,  conservative  dealer,  of  unquestioned 
integrity,  high  moral  character  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  with  a pleasing  personality  which  wins 
him  many  friends  among  his  associates.  He  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  politics  or  public  life,  but 
he  is  a stanch  Republican  in  political  opinion.  In 
fraternal  matters  he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

On  Dec.  8,  1880,  Air.  M'aterman  married  Helen 
M.  Sutherland,  who  was  born  in  Providence, 
daughter  of  William  and  Isabella  Sutherland  and 
granddaughter  of  David  Brody  and  Blelen  (Done) 
Sutherland  ; the  parents  and  grandparents  were  all 
natives  of  Wick,  Scotland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Water- 
man have  two  children,  both  still  residing  at  home : 
Royal  Sutherland,  born  Jan.  13,  1882,  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  automobile  business  in  Providence ; 
and  Jessie  Mathewson,  born  Sept.  6,  1886. 

(VH)  Albert  Waterman,  son  of  Job  (2)  and 
Nancy,  was  born  in  Johnston  Feb.  27,  1824,  and 
was  there  reared,  in  young  manhood  learning  the 
trade  of  mason.  For  many  years  he  followed  that 
calling,  and  was  employed  on  many  of  the  principal 
l)uildings  erected  during  the  period  of  his  activity. 
Later  in  life  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  at  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  Nov. 
9,  1904.  Pie  was  industrious,  provident  and  suc- 
cessful, and  though  he  began  with  nothing  but 
health  and  strength  he  succeeded,  living  a clean, 
honorable  and  upright  life,  and  prospering  b\'  well 
directed  efforts,  which  were  supplemented  by  the 
assistance  of  his  wife,  whose  wise  counsel  and 
cheerful,  untiring  energy  made  her  a valuable  help- 
mate. Her  maiden  name  was  Ardelia  Luther,  and 
she  was  a daughter  of  Calvin  Luther,  of  Johnston. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Water- 
man: Daniel,  born  Dec.  7,  1849,  who  died  in  his 
sixteenth  year;  William  E. ; and  James,  .who  died 
young.  For  many  years  this  family  lived  on  the 
liomestead  at  Simmonsville,  in  Johnston,  where  Mr. 
Waterman  died  as  previously  noted,  Mrs.  Water- 
man preceding  him  to  the  grave  Jan.  7,  1902.  Both 
are  buried  in  Pocasset  cemetery. 

(VHI)  WiLLi.\M  E.  W.\TERMAN  was  boHi  at 
the  homestead  in  Johnston  Aug.  17,  1852.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  district  schools,  the 
private  school  conducted  by  Jencks  Mowry,  and 
the  Scholfield  Commercial  School.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  mason  and  builder  with  William  Andrews, 
of  Providence,  for  some  years  thereafter  working 
for  others  in  that  line.  Then  he  began  taking  sub- 
contracts on  large  buildings,  and  in  1888  embarked 
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in  business  as  a contractor  on  his  own  account. 
He  has  since  continued  in  that  business,  and  has 
built  or  assisted  in  building  many  of  the  principal 
structures  in  the  city,  particularly  in  the  Olneyville 
district.  Among  them  are  the  Roosevelt  street 
school,  the  Putnam  street  fire  station,  the  Brit- 
ish Hosiery  JMills  (remodeling),  and  many  dwell- 
ings and  buildings  of  other  kinds.  He  is  one  of  the 
oldest  active  masons  and  builders  in  the  city,  hav- 
ing been  identified  with  the  trade  in  Providence 
since  about  1876.  During  all  these  years  he  has 
earned  and  sustained  a reputation  for  ability,  effici- 
ency, thoroughness,  and  skillful  and  conscientious 
workmanship,  of  which  he  may  well  he  proud.  He 
is  a public-spirited  citizen,  interested  in  matters 
affecting  the  general  welfare,  and  though  in  no 
manner  an  office-seeker  he  served  as  a member  of 
the  town  council  of  Johnston,  from  a sense  of  his 
obligation  as  a citizen  and  without  looking  for 
favors  from  his  party  or  his  fellow  men  generally. 
In  political  matters  he  is  usually  in  sympathy  with 
the  Republicans. 

On  Nov.  27,  1877,  Mr.  Waterman  married  Jane 
Walch,  a native  of  North  Providence,  whose 
parents,  William  and  Ellen  (Turner)  Walch,  were 
born  in  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W'aterman  have 
had  one  child,  Ellen  Sefton,  born  Sept.  6,  1880, 
who  is  married  to  Ernest  V.  Page,  and  has  one 
child,  Althea,  born  April  2,  1906.  Mr.  Page  is  a 
member  of  an  old  Rhode  Island  family  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  these  pages,  is  a graduate  of  Brown 
University  (class  of  1896),  received  his  degree 
of  A.  M.  in  1905,  and  is  at  present  (1907)  an  in- 
structor in  one  of  the  high  schools  of  Boston. 

Aside  from  business  acquaintances  Mr.  Water- 
man is  well  known  over  a wide  territory,  and  es- 
pecially in  fraternal  circles,  being  a member  of 
Manufacturers  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  E. ; the  New  Eng- 
land Order  of  Protection ; Nested  Lodge,  No.  37, 
A.  E.  & A.  M. ; Providence  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons ; Providence  Council.  R.  & S.  M. ; and  St. 
John’s  Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar. 

RICHARD  P.  BOUCHER,  M.  D.,  a successful 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  engaged 
in  a lucrative  practice,  is  located  at  No.  116  Acad- 
emy avenue.  His  birth  occurred  April  9,  1870,  in 
East  Windsor,  Hartford  Co.,  Connecticut. 

The  Boucher  family  is  of  Erench  origin,  but 
the  progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in 
America,  John  M.  Boucher,  was  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  came  to  America.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  November,  1905,  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  tobacco  growing  in  East  Windsor.  In  1857 
he  was  married  at  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  to  jMiss 
Mary  Halloran,  also  a native  of  County  Cork,  and 
.she  died  in  1889.  Their  children  were:  Ellen, 
who  married  John  Smyth,  of  Enfield,  Conn.;  Jo- 
anna L. ; Thomas  Erancis,  who  died  in  April, 


1896;  John  Bernard,  M.  D.,  residing  in  Hartford, 
Conn.;  Richard  P. ; William  Edward,  1).  D.  S.,  of 
Hartford;  James  Joseph,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford;  and 
Erancis,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Meriden,  Conn.  It  will  be 
seen  that  of  the  five  sons  who  grew  to  maturity, 
three  have  become  physicians  and  two  dentists. 

Richard  P.  Boucher  spent  his  school  - days  in 
East  Windsor  and  at  the  Broad  Brook  high  school. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  engaged  in  rail- 
roading with  the  New  York  & New  England  road, 
and  learned  the  art  of  telegraphy  in  the  office  at 
East  Windsor.  He  served  as  ticket  and  station 
agent  at  IManchester,  Conn.,  and  was  later  em- 
ployed by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 
Railroad,  at  Pier  No.  50,  East  River,  N.  Y.  Desir- 
ing to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine,  in  the  spring 
of  1893  1''^  entered  the  Baltimore  iMedical  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1896.  During  the  summer  and  winter  of  1895  he 
studied  at  the  Maryland  General  Hospital,  and 
upon  graduation  in  1896  came  to  Providence,  hav- 
ing for  a year  and  a half  an  office  at  No.  654 
Cranston  street,  removing  thence  to  his  present 
location.  No.  116  Academy  avenue,  where  he  built 
in  1901  his  residence  and  office. 

Dr.  Boucher  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society,  the  Providence  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Baltimore 
Medical  College.  In  July,  1899,  he  became  as- 
sistant surgeon  of  the  ist  Reg.,  Rhode  Island 
Militia,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  in 
1901  became  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  major.  He 
is  surgeon  of  Eather  Simmons’  branch,  I.  C.  B.  U. 

On  July  17,  1901,  Dr.  Boucher  was  Tnarried 
in  Providence,  to  Mary  F.  C.  Padien,  daughter  of 
Thomas  H.  Padien,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children;  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy;  IMarie 
Louise,  and  Catherine  Ingoldsby. 

ATWOOD  (Scituate  family).  The  Atwood 
family  in  New  England  is  an  old  one,  but  it  has 
not  been  a very  ancient  nor  a numerous  one  in 
Rhode  Island.  Here  several  of  the  name  were 
admitted  freemen  of  the  Colony  at  different  times 
prior  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
among  whom  were  Joseph,  of  Newport  in  I729> 
and  Charles,  of  Providence  in  1741.  The  family 
was  represented  in  the  Revolution  and  in  the  com- 
mercial life  of  this  section  it  has  been  active  and 
prominent.  Reference  in  this  line  is  especially 
here  made  to  a branch  of  the  Scituate  family,  which 
for  several  generations  has  been  identified  with 
manufacturing  interests,  perhaps  mostly  in 
eastern  Connecticut.  A branch,  too,  of  this  Scit- 
uate familv — some  of  the  descendants  of  one  x\bra- 
ham  Atwood  of  that  town— has  stood  for  several 
generations  there  for  all  that  good  citizenship  im- 
])lies.  Among  these  have  been  the  late  Silas  M’il- 
liam  and  George  A.  Atwood,  the  latter  for  years 
president  of  the  Scituate  National  Bank  and  for 
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perhaps  more  than  a third  of  a eentury  deput\- 
sheriff  of  the  town.  Tliere  follows  a brief  account 
of  this  Scitnate  family. 

Abraham  Atwood,  of  Scitnate,  R.  1.,  was  a mill- 
A\' right. 

W illiam  Atwood,  of  Scitnate,  son  of  Abraham, 
aiul  also  a millwright,  married  Esther  Aldrich,  and 
among  their  twelve  children  were;  Silas  W'illiam, 
George  A.,  W'illiam  K.  (has  sketch  elsewhere), 
John  R.,  Abbie  A.  (who  married  Ira  Smith),  Han- 
nah (who  married  Richard  W’insor),  James  and 
Elizabeth  (who  married  William  R.  Colwell). 

George  A.  Atwood,  son  of  William  and  Esther 
(Aldrich)  Atwood,  born  i\lay  ii,  1820,  in  the  town 
of  Scitnate,  R.  L,  married  Harriet  IMonroe,  who 
died  in  1888,  without  issue.  i\lr.  Atwood  was 
reared  in  his  native  town  in  a manner  not  unlike 
the  general  boy  of  a rural  community  of  his  day, 
assisting  with  the  farm  work  in  season  and  attend- 
ing the  neighborhood  school  in  winter.  In  the 
course  of  time  he  engaged  in  mercantile  lines, 
keeping  in  his  earlier  years  a country  store.  He 
inherited  some  means  which  he  used  judiciouslv, 
and,  being  a man  careful  in  the  management  of  his 
business  affairs,  industrious  and  economical,  in 
time  he  accumulated  a considerable  fortune.  He 
became' pecuniarily  interested  in  the  Scitnate  Na- 
tional Lank  in  North  Scitnate,  and  for  over  a 
dozen  years  served  as  its  chief  e.xecutive  officer.  He 
also  had  an  intere.st  in  a general  store  in  Scitnate. 

(Mr.  Atwood  was  very  methodical  in  all  of  his 
habits,  a man  of  high  sense  of  honor,  honorable  in 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow  man,  and  lived  and 
died  esteemed  and  respected  by  the  community  in 
which  he  had  passed  his  life.  For  u])wards  of  thirty 
years  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff.  He  attended  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Scitnate  during  its  ex- 
istence there.  About  a dozen  or  more  years  be- 
fore his  death  he  manifested  his  enterprise  and 
})ublic  spirit  in  the  building  of  a nice  home.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  (Mr.  Atwood  made  his  home 
with  his  nephew.  Stephen  Ik  Atwood,  at  Scitnate, 
where  he  died. 

Silas  ^\■illiam  Atwood,  son  of  William  and 
Esther  (Aldrich)  Atwood,  was  born  in  Scitnate 
in  1818  and  was  there  reared.  He  married  Sarah 
A.  Loss,  a daughter  of  Stephen  Boss,  and  to  them 
Avere  born  the  following  named  children  who  grew 
to  maturity:  Stephen  Ik,  W,illiam  A.  and 

Charles  A.  The  parents  died  in  1899  1S78, 

respectively,  and  are  buried  in  Smithfield  cemeterv 
with  their  children  who  died  in  vouth. 

Silas  W.  Atwood  was  a weaver  and  farmer, 
and  in  his  earlier  years  was  employed  in  the  mills 
of  his  community.  In  later  years  he  became  a 
farmer  in  Scitnate.  He  Avas  quite  successful,  and 
gained  a competency  entirely  and  solely  tbrough 
his  OAvn  efforts,  guided  by  a high  order  of  intelli- 
gence. coupled  Avith  frugal  and  industrious  hahits. 
He  was  of  a jovial  and  sunny  temperament,  and 
found  great  enjoyment  in  his  Avide  circle  of  friends. 


He  held  some  fcAV  minor  offices,  but  had  no  inclina- 
tion for  politics,  and  Avould  accept  no  advancement 
in  the  Avay  of  official  preferment.  Home  and  fam- 
ily Avere  the  chief  attractions  in  his  existence,  and 
to  them  he  Avas  devoted.  His  death,  coming  after 
a life  of  utility  and  creditable  achievement,  Avas 
deplored  not  only  by  the  immediate  familv  but 
throughout  the  community. 

Stephen  Boss  Atwoou,  son  of  Silas  W.,  Avas 
born  in  Scitnate  Sept,  i,  1848.  In  his  youth  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  finished  at  Lap- 
ham  Institute,  then  under  the  charge  of  B.  F.  Hayes. 
When  eighteen  he  became  a clerk  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  store  of  his  uncle,  \\'illiam  K.  AtAVOod, 
in  Providence,  Avhere  he  later  became  bookkeeper 
and  Avas  employed  for  some  five  or  six  years.  He 
next  engaged  in  carpentry  and  in  the  contracting 
line  as  bookkeeper  for  several  years,  after  Avhich  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  (Multiple  Fabric  Com- 
pany at  Olneyville,  Avhere  he  remained  for  thirteen 
years  continuously.  In  1889  removed  to  Scitu- 
ate,  and  in  1895  tlie  pleasant  home  Avhich  he 

noAv  occupies  in  that  village. 

Mr.  AtAvood  married,  Nov.  25,  i86f),  Mercy  A. 
Bates,  a daughter  of  Daniel  ( ).  and  Ruth  Bates. 
They  have  no  children  living.  (Mr.  AtAvood  is  a 
member  of  Crescent  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  Avhich 
he  has  been  epute  prominent  and  active.  Both 
he  and  his  Avife  are  members  of  the  Plainfield  Bap- 
tist Church.  Providence.  They  are  identified  Avith 
the  social  life  of  Scitnate  and . are  citizens  highly 
esteemed  and  respected. 

CLARENCE  S.  ANGELL,  president  of  the 
I’nion  HardAvare  & Electric  Supply  Company,  one 
of  the  highly  prosperous  and  enterprising  business 
establishments  of  Providence,  a concern  of  Avhich 
he  Avas  the  prime  organizer,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  city,  an<l  through  his  able  and 
skillful  management  has  placed  the  business  in  the 
front  rank  of  mercantile  establishments  of  Rhode 
Island.  (Mr.  Angell  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  the  State,  tracing  his  ancestry  to 
( ] ) Thomas  Angell,  Avho  came  to  America  Avith 
Roger  Williams  in  the  ship  ‘‘Lioiv’  in  1631,  he  then 
being  thirteen  years  of  age  and  an  apprentice  to 
Williams.  A more  complete  record  of  Thomas 
Angell’s  life  Avill  he  found  elscAvliere  in  this  Avork. 

(H)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  Avas  born  in 
Providence,  and  tliere  died  July  27.  1720.  He  mar- 
ried Ruth  Field,  and  their  children  Avere : Thomas. 
John,  Daniel.  Hope  and  James. 

(HI)  Thomas  Angell , son  of  John,  born  in 
Providence  (March  25,  1672,  resided  there  until 
1710.  Avhen  he  built  a tavern  house  in  Scitnate 
Avhich  Avas  occupied  as  a jiublic  house  by  several 
successive  generations  of  the  family.  He  died  in 
Scitnate  in  the  year  1714.  His  Avife  Avas  Sarah 
BroAvn.  and  their  children  Avere : (Martha.  Isaiah. 
Jeremiah.  Jonathan,  Sarah,  Nehemiah  and  Thomas. 

( I\’)  Nehemiah  Angell,  son  of  Thomas.  Avas  a 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2173 


farmer  and  resided  in  Scilnate  abont  one-half  mile 
north  of  the  Angell  tavern,  and  there  died.  He 
married  Wary,  sister  to  Elder  Renhen  Hopkins, 
and  their  children  were:  Pardon,  Nehemiah, 
Abraham,  Zilpha,  Martha,  Mercy  and  Mercy  (2). 

(V)  Pardon  Angell,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was 
horn  in  1750,  and  resided  in  Scitnate,  where  he 
was  engaged  at  farming.  He  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier  and  drew  a pension,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1838.  He  was  married  (first)  to  Anna 
Angell,  horn  in  1759,  and  died  Dec.  24,  1806.^  His 
second  wife  was  Susannah  Wells,  horn  Ang.  7, 
1780,  and  died  Ang.  14,  1857.  His  children,  all 
born  to  the  first  marriage,  were:  Nehemiah,  horn 
in  1780;  Solomon,  in  1781;  Lncy,  in  1784;  i\Iehit- 
ahle,  in  1785;  Emor,  in  1788;  Mary,  in  1789;  Par- 
don. in  1792;  John,  in  1794;  and  Nancy,  in  1796. 

(\T)  Emor  Angell,  son  of  Pardon,  was  a 
farmer  in  Scitnate,  and  there  died  in  1871.  He 
married  (first)  Rachel  Salisbury,  horn  Dec.  24, 
1790,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1839.  His  second  wife  was 
Celia  Codding.  All  of  his  children  were  horn  to 
the  first  marriage.  They  were : Eliza,  horn  Nov. 
25,  1811,  became  the  third  wife  of  Judge  Eli  Ayles- 
worth,  of  Providence ; Harley  Pardon,  horn  IMay 
30,  1815;  (i)strando,  born  April  21,  1822,  died  Oct. 
17,  1839;  and  Amey  Ann,  horn  June  ii,  1826,  mar- 
ried Abner  Angell. 

(VH)  Harley  Pardon  Angell,  son  of  Emor, 
was  horn  IMay  30,  1815,  in  Scitnate,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  work.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to 
Danielson,  Conn.,  where,  however,  he  remained 
hut  a short  time.  He  returned  to  the  home  farm  in 
Scitnate.  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  suc- 
ceeded the  latter  as  owner  of  the  place,  hut  moved 
to  Providence  in  1874,  there  continuing  until  his 
death,  April  22,  1893.  He  was  buried  in  North 
Scitnate.  From  1874  until  his  death  he  was  en- 
gaged in  an  extensive  -mercantile  business  at  Provi- 
dence. i\Ir.  Angell,  during  his  residence  in  Scitu- 
ate,  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  holding  the  office  of  deacon  for  a number 
of  years. 

Mr.  Angell  was  married  in  Scitnate.  March  6, 
1845,  K'"  Elder  Reuben  Allen,  to  Waity  C.  Smith, 
born  March  20,  1822,  in  Scitnate,  daughter  of  ^^dl- 
liam  Smith.  She  died  May  31,  1907,  at  Providence, 
and  was  buried  at  North  Scitnate.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell  were  as  follows : 
( ).strander,  horn  April  3,  1848,  died  Sept.  22,  1849; 
Newton  E..  born  Jan.  9,  1850,  married  Jane 
Knight,  and  was  connected  with  the  hardware 
business  in  Providence,  where  he  died  larch  4, 
1902;  William  H.,  born  Jan.  25,  1853.  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Union  ffardware  & Electric 
Supply  Company,  married  Charlotte  W ilbur, 
and  resides  at  Touisset,  Mass.;  Charles  h., 
born  Oct.  21,  1856,  is  connected  with  the 
Providence  Steel  and  Iron  Company,  and  resides 
in  Providence,  unmarried  ; \\Tlter  P..  the  proprie- 


tor of  a* popular  hotel  at  Sharon,  Mass.,  married 
Bessie  Child ; and  Clarence  S. 

(VHl)  Clarence  Smith  Angell,  son  of  Harley 
Pardon,  was  born  Aug.  31,  i8()7,  in  Scitnate, 

and  was  a small  boy  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Providence.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Providence,  and  after  comi)leting  his  education 
entered  the  employ  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Belcher 
& Loomis,  beginning  as  an  errand  boy,  and  tbrough 
force  of  merit  being  advanced  from  time  to  time 
until  1893,  when  he  became  ebief  clerk,  a position 
he  held  until  December,  1900,  when  he  resigned  to 
organize  the  Union  Hardware  & Electric  Supply 
Company,  a corporation  which  began  business  in 
1901.  i\lr.  Angell  has  been  president  of  the  firm 
since  its  inception,  and  has  given  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  his  business.  He  is  a member  of  the  I’rovi- 
dence  Central  Club,  but  of  no  fraternal  societies.  He 
resides  in  Providence. 

On  June  30,  1892,  Mr.  Angell  was  married  to 
Ida  May  "Curren,  a native  of  New  York,  daughter 
of  William  and  Alary  Curren,  and  to  this  union  has 
been  born  Ang.  31,  1893,  a daughter,  Dorothy. 

HON.  CxEORGE  JENCKS  HENDRICK, 
who,  during  a long  and  useful  life,  was  one  of  the 
best-known  men  of  North  Smithfield,  which  had 
been  his  home  from  early  infancy,  was  born  In 
Cumberland,  Sept.  19,  1836,  coming  of  an  old  and 
prominent  family  of  New  England. 

For  several  generations  there  have  lived  in 
northern  Rhode  Island  members  of  the  old  Alassa- 
chusetts  Hendrick  family.  One  Daniel  Hendrick, 
planter,  appeared  at  Haverhill,  Alass.,  a proprietor 
in  1645.  Le  sold  land  in  Hampton  in  1649, 
town  ofificer,  etc.  He  married  (first)  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  John  Pike,  and  (second)  Alary  Stock- 
bridge,  and  his  children  were : Daniel,  Hannah, 
John,  Jonathan,  Jabez,  Israel,  Dorothy,  of  the  first 
marriage ; and  Sarah,  Abraham  and  Deborah,  of 
the  second. 

From  this  source  have  come  many  of  the  name  in 
western  and  southeastern  Alassachusetts,  the  name 
especially  occurring  through  the  towns  of  Hampden 
and  Hampshire  Counties.  From  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, the  earlier  home  of  the  Rhode  Island  branch 
of  the  family,  where  lived  the  immediate  fore- 
fathers of  the  old  Smithfield  family,  Joseph  Hen- 
drick and  Joseph,  Jr.,  father  and  son,  and  perhaps 
still  more  remote  ancestors,  came  the  family  under 
consideration.  There  went  from  Greenwich  into 
the  Revolution,  the  Joseph  Hendrick  referred  to, 
who  served  his  country  long  and  well  through  the 
struggle  at  various  times  and  in  different  organ- 
izations. He  was  a sergeant  for  a time  in  1776  in 
Capt.  Joseph  Hooker’s  company.  Col.  Wood- 
■ bridge’s  regiment;  served  also  under  Maj.-Gen. 
Gales  in  the  Northern  department ; for  a period 
was  a lieutenant  of  the  Sixth  company.  Fifth 
Hampshire  County  regiment.  Alassachusetts 
Alilitia;  and  he  was  commissioned  June  16,  1778,  as 
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lieutenant  in  Capt.  Samuel  Fairfield's  company, 
Col.  Nathan  Sparhawk’s  regiment,  and  was  en- 
gaged at  Dorchester  in  November,  1778. 

F'rom  this  same  family  of  Hendrick  came  Israel 
Hendrick,  who,  about  1774  located  at  Easthampton, 
INIass.,  becoming  the  first  settler  in  the  southeastern 
])art  of  the  town. 

Stephen  Hendrick,  of  Greenwich,  Mass.,  son  of 
Joseph  (2j  and  grandson  of  Joseph  Hendrick, 
married  June  13,  1773,  Content,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Wing,  of  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  Hendrick,  son  of  Stephen,. married  Sept. 
5,  1793,  Ruth  Capron,  born  Aug.  5,  1778,  and  their 
children  were:  Anne,  born  Feb.  8,  1794;  Willard, 
born  Jan.  16,  1796;  Anne  (2),  Ruth,  Daniel,  Abby, 
Thomas  W.,  Otis,  Whipple  and  William.  Mrs. 
Ruth  (Capron)  Hendrick,  the  mother  of  these 
children,  was  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sally  (Ar- 
nold) Capron,  he  being  a patriot  of  the  Revolution. 
?ilrs.  Hendrick  died  May  7,  1816. 

Daniel  Hendrick,  son  of  Stephen  and  Content, 
father  of  the  late  George  J.  Hendrick,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Cumberland,  Aug.  25,  1798,  where  he 
lived  prior  to  1836,  when  he  came  to  NMrth  Smith- 
field  and  settled  on  the  Chase  farm,  a tract  of  200 
acres,  and  there  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  was  a successful  man  in  his  material 
concerns  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  those  who  knew 
him  for  his  exemplary  character.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat.  He  married  Phebe  Browning  and  their 
children  Were  as  follows Horace,  born  Sept. 
8,  1822;  Almaria,  born  Feb.  18,  1826,  married 
David  S.  Wilkinson;  William,  born  Oct.  3,  1828, 
died  May  30,  1866;  Daniel,  born  Nov.  7,  1829, 
died  Feb.  18,  1832;  Ruth  C.,  born  Oct.  10,  1832, 
died  Feb.  22,  1905,  unmarried;  Albert  G.,  born 
Dec.  20,  1834,  died  April  21,  1897;  George  Jencks; 
Mary  J.,  born  Dec.  26,  1838,  married  Jefferson  Al- 
drich; and  Abby  W'.,  born  Jan.  30,  1842,  died  April 
20,  1873.  iMrs.  Hendrick  was  laid  to  rest  by  the 
side  of  her  husband  in  Union  cemetery,  WMon- 
socket. 

George  Jencks  Hendrick  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  and  in  the  Woonsocket  public 
schools,  and  he  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  under 
his  father’s  training,  becoming  skilled  in  all  agri- 
cultural acquirements.  He  carried  on  extensive 
farming  operations,  and  also  did  a large  dairying 
business.  His  interest  in  his  home  and  surround- 
ings was  constantly  shown  by  his  various  substan- 
tial improvements,  and  it  is  remembered  how  early 
was  his  recognition  of  the  value  of  improved 
machinery  and  improved  methods  of  farming.  He 
also  built  up  a large  wood  and  coal  business  at 
Manville,  which  is  still  carried  on  by  his  son,  Wil- 
liam B.  When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out 
he  took  up  arms  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  and 
served  with  credit  and  ability  in  the  9th  R.  I.  Vol. 
militia,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  an  honored 
member  of  iSmith  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

Early  inMife,  Mr.  Hendrick  was  acknowledged 


as  a political  leader,  and  his  sensible  advice  was 
often  sought  and  acted  upon  by  his  Democratic 
friends.  He  was,  however,  a man  of  such  liberal 
views  and  broad-mindedness  that  he  was  popular 
also  with  the  Republicans.  After  holding  a number 
of  the  minor  political  offices,  in  1885  he  was  elected 
first  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  and  was 
successively  re-elected  until  in  April,  1893,  when  he 
Avas  elected  to  the  Senate. 

In  his  long  period  of  public  service,  j\Ir.  Hen- 
drick was  always  in  favor  of  those  laws  which 
favored  no  special  class,  but  in  their  operation 
would  benefit  the  people  as  a whole.  His  manly, 
upright,  courageous  stand  brought  him  the  univer- 
sal esteem  of  all  but  the  most  narrow-minded  of 
partisans.  Flis  death,  following  but  a few  days 
after  his  election  to  the  Senate,  had  many  features 
peculiarly  sad,  and  brought  grief  not  only  to  his 
immediate  family  and  his  wide  circle  of  friends, 
but  to  the  people  at  large  who  had  learned  to  ad- 
mire and  trust  him.  His  death  occurred  suddenly 
on  April  13,  1893,  and  he  was  laid  by  the  side  of 
his  parents  in  Union  cemetery,  Woonsocket.  In 
his  early  manhood  he  had  become  identified  with 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
which  he  had  been  treasurer  for  many  years.  In 
liis  religious  views  he  was  liberal,  binding  himself, 
however,  by  no  creed,  but  living  as  becomes  a 
courageous,  faithful,  honest  man,  with  a heart  of 
sympathy  for  all  in  trouble  and  a hand  of  help  for 
those  who  needed  it. 

The  high  esteem  in  which  Air.  Hendrick  was 
held  by  an  extensive  acquaintance,  which  included 
prominent  men  in  public  and  business  life  from 
all  over  the  State,  was  evidenced  not  only  during 
his  lifetime,  but  on  the  day  of  his  funeral  as  well. 
On  this  occasion  there  assembled  to  pay  their  last  re- 
spects to  a departed  friend  probably  as  large  and  as 
representative  a gathering  of  men  as  ever  attended 
a funeral  in  the  town.  It  was  estimated  that  1,200 
persons  were  present.  A beautiful  and  appro- 
priate funeral  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
C.  J.  White  and  addresses  were  made  by  a number 
of  the  visitors,  among  these  being:  Mayor  Daniel 
B.  Pond,  Gov.  D.  Russell  Brown,  Speaker  Adin 
B,  Capion,  Gen.  Oltje^^rnold  and  ex-Gov.  Davis. 
The  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered  by 
all  who  participated,  and  its  influence  must  be  last- 
ing for  it  means  something  when  such  a gathering 
of  representative  men  come,  with  one  accord,  to 
mourn  together  over  the  bier  of  a comrade.  His 
life  has  impressed  them  and  his  existence  has  not 
been  in  vain.  At  the  subsequent  gathering  of  the 
Legislature  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

January  Session — 1893. 

RESOLUTION 

Upon  the  death  of  Honorable  George  Hendrick: 

Whereas,  The  House  has  heard  with  deep  regret  and 
profound  sorrow  of  the  death  of  the  Honorable  George  J. 
Hendrick,  late  Representative  from  the  town  of  North 
Smithfield, 
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Resolved,  '1  hat  the  IIonoral)Ie  Speaker,  Adin  B.  Cap- 
ron  of  Smithfield  and  Representatives  Joseph  L.  Brown 
of  Woonsocket,  William  C.  Baker  of  Providence,  Martin 
G.  Parks  of  Richmond,  Wheaton  Cole  of  Pawtuxet  and 
Jeremiah  W.  Horton  of  Newport,  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  His  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor, D.  Russell  Brown,  of  Providence,  and  Senators  Rich- 
ard B.  Comstock  of  Providence,  Edward  L.  Freeman  of 
Lincoln.  Joshua  Wilbur  of  Bristol  and  Ira  H.  Parkis  of 
North  Smithfield,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a committee 
from  this  General  Assembly  to  attend  the  funeral  cere- 
monies of  Representative  Hendrick,  and  said  committee  is 
authorized  and  directed  to  make  suitable  and  proper  ar- 
rangements for  the  attendance  of  the  General  Officers  of 
the  State  and  such  members  and  officers  of  the  General 
Assembly  as  may  desire  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 
And  also  that  this  Resolution  be  spread  upon  the  records 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  that  the  clerk  be 
directed  to  transmit  a copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  the 
family  of  the  Honorable  George  J.  Hendrick  and 

Resolved,  That  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Representative  from  North  Smith- 
field,  the  House  of  Representatives  does  now  adjourn. 

Thomas  Z.  Lee, 

Clerk,  House  of  Representatives. 

A true  copy  of  the  records. 

Attest:  Raymond  G.  Mowry, 

Recording  Clerk.  House  of  Representatives. 

George  J.  Hendrick  was  married  in  North 
Smithfield  to  Jane  E.  Smith,  born  in  New  York 
City,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Catherine  (Shurte) 
Smith.  Mrs.  Hendrick  still  survives  and  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  with  her  daughter  Phebe  S. 
Hendrick,  a lady  m^  highly  esteemed  by  a wide 
circle.  Three  children  'were  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
Hendrick,  namely:  William, B.,  born  Oct.  9,  1870; 
Anne,  born  March  5,  1873, 
and  Phebe  Smith,  born  Dec.  30,  1874. 

William  B.  Hendrick,  only  son  of  the  late 
George 'j.  Hendrick,  was  born  on  the  homestead 
farm.  After  completing  the  district  school  course 
he  took  a commercial  course  at  the  Bryant  and 
Stratton  Business  College  at  Providence.  He  has 
always  remained  at  home,  and  since  the  death  of 
his  father  has  had  entire  charge  of  both  the  agri- 
cultural operations  and  the  coal  and  wood  busi- 
ness mentioned  previously.  He  still  keeps  the 
large  estate  of  200  acres  intact,  and  has  continued 
to  add  to  its  value.  One  improvement  was  the 
building  of  a residence  for  himself.  He  was  mar- 
ried Sept.  II,  1895,  to  I'iose  Vandall,  a lady  of 
amiable  disposition  and  refined  and  cultured  tastes. 
They  have  four  children,  Percival  A.,  born  Aug. 
2,  1896;  Ruth  Jane,  April  5,  1898;  Dorothy,  Dec. 
8,  1902;  and  Fred  Horace,  Aug.  25,  1^6.  Air. 
Hendrick  is  a Democrat  in  political  principle. 

Miss  Phebe  Smith  Hendrick,  only  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  George  J.  Hendrick,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Woonsocket  public  schools  and  Miss 
Abbott’s  private  school.  Providence.  For  nine 
years  she  was  a teacher  in  Manville,  in  the  town  of 
Lincoln.  She  is  a talented  musician  and  a student 
of  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  and 
now  devotes  her  leisure  time  to  teaching  this  ac- 
complishment. She  is  a member  of  the  Woon- 


socket Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Perhaps,  in  closing  this  but  too  brief  sketch 
of  one  of  North  Smithfield’s  most  honored  and 
beloved  men,  Hon.  George  J.  Hendrick,  we  may 
be  ])ermitted  to  append  an  article  published  in  a 
local  paper  as  best  showing  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  was  held  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 

“All  over  Rhode  Island  are  those  who  will 
feel  the  death  of  George  J.  Hendrick  of  North 
Smithfield  as  a personal  affliction  of  the  severest 
character.  Everywhere  he  was  recognized  as  a 
man  who  was  absorbingly  interested  in  politics 
for  the  welfare  of  the  State^  and  not  for  personal  or 
political  advancement.  It  followed  tha't  neither  his 
Democratic  allies  or  Republican  opponents  could 
always  agree  with  him,  but  they  never  failed  to 
respect  his  opinions  and  admire  the  man.  It  fol- 
lowed, too,  that  his  energetic  aid  was  welcomed 
by  either  party  when  he  espoused  any  particular 
cause.  There  was  that  in  his  disposition  that  made 
him  friends  in  whatever  circle  he  moved.  The 
word  genial,  often  misapplied  to  character,  was 
truly  descriptive  of  the  warmth  of  his  friendliness, 
which  was  coupled  with  ready  wit  and  perfect 
frankness.  George  J.  Hendrick  was  a whole  man, 
whose  departure  TreJm  earthly  activity  will  long 
be  mourned.” 

NOEL  L.  ANTHONY,  of  the  well  known 
business  house  of  Anthony  & Cowell  Company, 
and  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  in  the  city 
_of  Providence,  was  born  in  Newport,  Jan.  4,  1849, 
son  of  Caleb  W.  Anthony. 

Caleb  W’.  Antiiony  was  born  in  Somerset, 
Mass.,  Alay  18,  1811.  He  married  (first)  July  3, 
1836,  Mary  Thurston,  born  in  Newport,  Aug.  29, 
1815  ; she  died  April  10,  1866.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  were:  James  Thurston,  born  in  Bristol, 
Alay  24,  1837,  March  6,  1868;  Julia  Alaria, 

born  in  Newport,  Nov.  Ti,  1838,  married  George 
A.  Gorton;  Alary  Wilbur,  born  Sept.  14,  1840, 
married  Hollis  A.  Phillips ; Susan  Patience,  born 
Jan.  10,  1843 ; Noel  Lawrence,  born  Jan.  4, 
1849,  Newport.  Caleb  W.  Anthony  married 
(second)  Abby  L.  Johnson,  born  at  Farmington, 
Maine,  July  9,  1830,  and  one  son  was  born  to  this 
union : Arthur  Wilbur,  in  Providence,  Alay  26, 
1870.  Caleb  W.  Anthony  died  April  9,  1876.  In 
Newport,  Air.  Anthony  was  an  expressman,  but 
on  coming  to  Providence  in  1856  he  engaged  in  a 
grocery  business  for  nineteen  years.  He  had  also 
been  a trader  in  the  South,  where  a portion  of 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  was  spent.  In  his  po- 
litical faith  he  was  a Republican,  but  never  took 
an  active  part  in  public  matters. 

Noel  Lawrence  Anthony  received  his  education 
principally  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence, 
and  went  through  the  first  term  at  high  school. 
He  then  became  bookkeeper  and  clerk  for  A.  J. 
Alagoon  & Co.,  general  house  furnishing  goods, 
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whose  establishniciit  was  located  opposite  the  "City 
Hotel,”  and  there  he  continued  for  six  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time,  with  a fellow  clerk,  Air. 
John  A.  Cowell,  and  Air.  Richard  Lowe,  he  em- 
barked in  the  same  business,  organizing  the  tirm 
of  Lowe,  Anthony  & Cowell,  in  September,  1872. 
The  firm  located  opposite  Richmond  on  W'eybosset 
(then  Ih-oad)  street,  where  the  Household  Lurni- 
tnre  Companv  is  now  located,  and  was  caridetl 
on  there  until  1877,  when  they  moved  across  the 
street,  continuing  there  until  the  building  on  W'ey- 
bosset street  was  erected.  This  building  was  oc- 
cni)ied  l)y  the  firm  in  1878,  and  was  originally  four 
stories  high  and  60x65  feet.  After  the  firm  pur- 
chased the  property  they  added  stories  and  erected 
a building  between  the  Snow  street  building  and 
the  W'eybosset  street  Iniilding,  now  having  six 
stories  in  height,  with  basement,  and  a floor  space 
of  150,000  scjuare  feet.  This  is  the  largest  estab- 
lishment of  its  kind  in  New  England.  Air.  Lowe 
retired  from  the  firm  in  the  early  part  of  1877, 
and  it  then  became  Anthony,  Cowell  & Co.,  the 
companv  being  Henry  bry,  until  five  years  later, 
when  the  firm  purchased  Air.  Fry’s  interest,  dhey 
continued  under  the  same  firm  name  until  1893,  in 
which  vear  they  incorporated  under  the  firm  name 
of  the  Anthony  & Cowell  Company,  which  has 
since  been  the  style.  They  employ  about  100  peo- 
ple, and  the  annual  sales  amount  to  approximately 

8500.000,  as  compared  with  875>ooo  the  first  year. 
They  handle  the  medium  and  finer  class  of  goods, 
and  on  account  of  the  strict  business  integrity  of 
the  partners,  and  their  fair  dealing,  they  enjoy  the 
confidence  and  patronage  of  some  of  i’rovidence's 
best  people. 

Air.  Anthony  is  a Re[)ul)lican  in  politics,  but 
has  taken  no  active  part  in  public  matters.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  the  1.  O.  U.  F.,  al- 
though not  affiliated.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Washington  Rark  Alcthodist  Fpiscoj^al  Church, 
although  for  twenty-eight  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Rroadway  Al.  E.  Church,  was  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  for  nine  years,  and  church 
treasurer  for  seven  years.  He  is  now  treasurer 
of  the  Ijoard  of  trustees  of  the  Washington  Lark 
Church. 

Air.  Anthony  was  married  to  Hattie  A.  Knox, 
daughter  of  Robert  Andrew  Knox,  of  Phenix,  R. 

1.,  and  two  children  were  l)orn  to  this  union: 
Robert  Lawrence,  born  April  3,  1878,  and  now  a 
member  of  the  corporation  of  Anthony  & Cowell 
Com])any,  married  Aliss  Eliza  S.  Stevens,  of  Fall 
River,  and  their  onR-  child,  Esther  Stevens,  l)oru 
A])!'!!  26,  ]yo5,  died  April  t6,  1906;  and  Louise 

5.,  born  June  20.  1886,  died  Alarch  20,  lyor. 

PiCRClfSS  (Providence  family,  line  (jf  Al- 
])heus).  The  old  Purgess  family  of  Alassachusetts 
is  almost  as  old  as  the  first  settlement  there — the 
forernnner  arriving  api)roximately  but  a decade 
after  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  themselves,  and  through 


the  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  years  that  have 
since  intervened  successive  generations  have  given 
a good  account  of  themselves;  many  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  progenitor,  and  especially  the 
earliest  of  the  several  Providence  branches  of  the 
family,  a number  of  whom  were  graduates  of 
Prown  University,  men  of  letters,  have  highly 
honored  their  Alma  Alater,  themselves  and  their 
State  in  the  learned  professions,  Ijecoming  men  of 
distinction,  and  of  national  reputation.  Elsewhere 
in  this  work  is  an  article  on  the  earlier  Provi- 
dence branch,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  to  treat 
briefly  of  some  of  the  descendants  and  lineage  of 
the  late  Capt.  Alpheus  Burgess,  who  established 
in  Providence  in  1835  the  well-known  and  success- 
ful firm  of  A.  Burgess  & Son,  which  through  three 
successive  generations  has  continued  and  won  for 
the  family  name  high  reputation  in  manufacturing 
and  business  circles  for  a high  type  of  honorable 
manhood  in  business  and  social  life  and  useful 
citizenship.  Reference  is  made  to  the  late  Capt. 
*\.lpheus  Burgess,  his  son  Alexander  and  the  latter'.; 
son  Edwin  A.  Burgess,  and,  it  may  be  appropri- 
ately added,  to  Airs.  Aiarion  Al.  Burgess,  the 
widow  of  Edw'in  .A.,  who  since  the  death  of  her 
Imsband  has  so  well  continued  and  managed  the 
business. 

In  the  genealogy  that  follows  the  order  is 
chronological. 

(Ij  Thomas  Burgess  appears  to  have  arrived, 
with  a young  family,  in  Salem,  Aiass.,  not  far  from 
1630,  and  to  have  lodged  for  a time  at  Lynn.  Land 
was  assigned  to  him  in  that  part  of  Plymouth 
called  Duxbury,  July  3,  1637,  but  on  his  removal 
to  Sandwich  in  the  same  year,  it  was  forfeited. 
He  was  the  leading  man  in  the  settlement  of  Sand- 
wich, and  was  an  original  member  of  the  church 
instituted  thei'e  in  1638.  In  time  he  became  a 
large  landholder,  and  with  advancing  age  he  was 
called  Goodman  Burgess.  He  served  the  town  in 
every  office,  humble  or  honorable,  from  road-sur- 
ve}or  to  deputy  to  the  Court  at  Plymouth,  for 
several  successive  years.  His  wife  was  Dorothy, 
and  they  died,  he  Feb.  13,  1685,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  and  she  Feb.  27,  1687.  Their  children  were; 
Thomas,  John,  Elizabeth,  Jacob  and  Joseph. 

(II)  John  Burgess,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Sept.  8,  1657,  Alary,  daughter  of  Peter  Worden, 
and  they  early  removed  to  Yarmouth.  He  W'as 
made  a freeman  in  1657,  served  as  grand  juror 
in  1661,  and  was  deputy  from  Yarmouth  to  the 
Court  at  I’lymouth  in  1680.  He  died  in  1701, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  in  1723.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Jacob, 
Alartha,  Patience,  Alercy,  Alary  and  Sarah. 

(III)  Samuel  Burgess,  son  of  John,  married 
Elizabeth,  and  they  resided  in  Yarmouth.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  Dec.  9,  1704;  Pa- 
tience, Sept.  16,  1706;  Elizabeth,  Alarch  30,  1708; 
.Abigail,  Sept.  5,  1710;  Jacob,  Oct.  10,  1712;  Re- 
member, June  23,  1714;  Thomas,  June  7,  1721; 
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:\lartha,  Sept.  23,  1723;  and  Keziah,  Xov.  12, 
1727. 

(1\’)  Samuel  JUirgess  (2),  son  of  Samuel, 
born  Dec.  y,  1704,  married  Sept.  25,  1730,  Hercy 
Covill,  and  they  resided  in  Yarmouth.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel,  Jacob,  Jedediah,  i’eter, 

Ephraim,  Elizabeth  and  Mercy. 

(\')  jedediah  Burgess,  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
ried March  4,  1779,  Tamsiu  Baker,  and  they  re- 
sided in  Harwich,  removing  thence  to  Lauesboro, 
and  he  finally  died  in  Dennis,  Mass.,  Jan.  13,  1833, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  Sept.  7,  1820.  Their 
children  were:  Judah,  born  Dec.  10,  17791 
pheus,  July  13,  1782;  Nathan,  Jan.  13,  1785;  Jona- 
than, Jan.  27,  1787;  and  Tamsin,  July  22,  1789. 

(\T)  Alpheus  Burgess,  son  of  Jedediah,  born 
July  13,  1782,  in  Tolland,  Conn.,  married  in  1806, 
Charity  Baxter.  jMr.  Burgess  subsequently  moved 
to  I’rovidence,  where  for  a perioil  he  w£ls  identi- 
fied with  the  service  of  the  old  Providence  and 
Worcester  canal  as  captain  of  boats,  in  1835  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  leather  belts,  his  son 
Alexander,  perhaps  at  that  time  or  a little  later, 
joining  him  in  the  enterprise  under  the  firm  name 
of  A.  Burgess  & Sou.  This  w'as  the  pioneer  in- 
dustry of  its  kind  in  Rhode  Island,  and  from  father 
to  son  through  three  successive  generations  de- 
veloped into  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business. 
Capt.  Alpheus  Burgess  died  Dec.  13,  1861,  and 
his  wife  died  Aug.  iC,  1839,  aged  fifty  four  years. 
To  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Alexander,  born  Jan.  14,  1810;  Love, 
Sept.  29,  1811;  Lavinia,  Oct.  14,  1813;  Alpheub, 
Nov.  22,  1815;  Benjamin,  Eeb.  22,  1817;  idiilinda, 
June  16,  1820;  Sylvanus,  June  15,  1823;  and  Wil- 
son, in  1826. 

(VHj  Alexander  Burgess,  son  of  Capt.  Al- 
pheus, born  Jan.  14,  1810,  in  \\  est  Dennis,  Mass., 
married  (first)  Thankful  iaylor.  She  died  Nov. 
10,  1833,  aged  twenty-two  years,  and  he  married 
(second)  Sept.  10,  1835,  Caroline  M.  Simpson.  In 
the  early  childhood  of  Mr.  Burgess  his  father  s 
family  moved  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  while  Alex- 
ander was  yet  a lad  he  was  employed  as  a deck- 
hand on  one  of  the  boats  of  the  Providence  and 
Worcester  Canal  Company,  of  which  his  father  at 
that  time  was  commander.  Later  he  was  employed 
in,  and  became  overseer  of,  a cotton-mill  which 
stood  in  the  vicinity  of  what  in  more  recent  yeats 
was  the  plant  of  Aden  Pratt,  owned  and  operated 
by  the  I'nited  iManufacturing  Company,  of  which 
the  late  Dexter  Thurher  was  an  active  member. 
Suhsequentlv,  in  1835,  or  a little  later,  he  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of 
leather  belts,  the  style  of  firm  being  A.  LUirgess 
& Son.  ddiis  was  the  pioneer  enterprise  of  its  kind 
in  the  State.  Previous  to  this  time  the  cotton  nulls 
of  this  region  each  supplied  its  own  belts,  which 
consisted  of  strips  of  suitable  width  cut  fiom  the 
ordinary  "sides"  of  leather  roughly  sewed  to- 


gether. Through  the  fifty  and  more  years  Mr. 
Burgess  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Burgess 
& Son,  he,  with  the  aid  of  his  father  before 
his  death  and  after  his  death  with  the  aid  of 
his  son,-  Edwin  A.,  developed  an  extensive  and 
successful  business.  At  all  periods  as  the  years 
came  and  went  he  ke])t  fully  abreast  of  the  times, 
availing  himself  of  all  modern  improvement>  and 
the  product  of  the  i)lant  maintained  a high  reputa- 
tion in  the  markets  of  this  countrv  and  of  the 
world.  It  was  from  this  establishment  that  went 
to  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia,  in  1876,  one  of 
the  two  main  belts  required  by  the  great  Corliss 
engine  to  keep  in  motion  the  vast  machinerv  of 
that  exposition. 

Through  his  long  active  business  career  Mr. 
Burgess  was  careful  to  meet  promptly  all  of  his 
business  obligations.  He  was  a man  of  the  high- 
est integrity  and  very  conscientious.  He  was  of  a 
generous  disposition,  of  a kind  and  .sympathetic 
heart,  and  he  gave  liberally  to  the  church  and 
kindred  societies,  and  to  those  less  fortunate  than 
himself.  He  was  for  more  than  fifty  years  an 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Eourth  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Providence ; for,  perhaps,  twenty 
years  treasurer  of  the  society  and  later  its  presi- 
dent. He  was  a very  modest  and  unassuming 
man,  never  seeking  notoriety  or  public  office,  hut 
in  1869  he  consented  to  serve  if  elected  in  the 
capacity  of  alderman  from  his  ward,  a position  he 
filled  with  great  acceptance.  .Yt  one  time  he  was 
a director  in  the  Slater  Cotton  Company.  He  died 
at  his  home  in  Providence,  May  11,  1887,  aged  sev- 
enty-seven years.  His  children,  all  born  to  the 
second  marriage  excepting  one,  were:  Mary,  born 
(Jet.  28,  1833;  William  S.,  born  June  14,  1837; 
Edwin  A.,  l)orn  July  30,  1841;  Alexander,  born  in 
1843,  ’"I  1844;  Alexander  (2),  born  May 

19,  1845;  d'homas  A.,  born  July  10,  1848,  who 
died  in  ( detoher  of  that  same  year. 

(\TH)  Edwin  A.  Burgess,  son  of  Alexander, 
born  July  30,  1841,  married  Sept.  7,  1865,  Marion 
M.  Walling,  daughter  of  Sayles  and  Lamanda 
(iMarsh)  Walling. 

Ylr.  Burgess  in  boyhood  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  Lhiiversity  Grammar  .School  at 
ITovidence.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
though  yet  in  his  minority,  he  hearkened  unto  his 
country's  call  and  went  to  the  front,  enlisting  as 
a (irivate  soldier  in  Company  A,  ist  Rhode  Island 
N'oEmteer  Infantry,  and  with  his  command  partici- 
pated in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  X'irginia.  in 
|ulv,  1861.  Returning  to  Providence  after  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  became  as- 
sociated with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of 
leather  belts  and  pickers.  Young  and  ambitious 
he  put  new  energy  and  enthusiasm  in  the  business, 
which  had  for  two  generations  before  been  so  well 
established  and  successfully  conducted,  and  carried 
it  to  still  greater  success.  To  this  business  on 
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his  father's  death  in  1887  he  succeeded,  conducting 
it  successfully  until  the  sudden  close  of  his  own 
business  career  nearly  a decade  and  a half  later, 
He  maintained  the  high  standard  and  reputation 
of  the  establishment  made  by  his  forefathers,  and 
as  a business  man,  neighbor  and  citizen  bore  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was 
a very  capable  business  man,  careful  and  conserva- 
tive. At  times  he  was  both  a director  in  some  of 
the  banks — the  Phenix  National  for  one — and  in- 
surance companies  of  the  city,  and  interested 
in  other  enterprises,  among  them  in  the  corporation 
of  William  Coupe  & Co.,  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Idke  his  father  before  him  he  was  a modest,  unas- 
suming man  of  a quiet  disposition.  He  had  no 
taste  or  desire  for  political  preferment,  always  de- 
clining any  solicitation  in  that  direction.  Notwith- 
standing this  position  he  was  ever  interested  and 
active  in  all  public  matters  and  faithful  in  the  per- 
formance of  all  the  duties  good  citizenship  implies. 

A man  of  sympathetic  and  kind  heart  Mr.  Bur- 
gess was  of  a nature  to  do  much  good  in  his  com- 
munity. He  was  a loyal  friend,  a genial  companion 
and  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  good  quali- 
ties and  his  useful  and  helpful  citizenship.  He 
died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  at  his  home  on 
I’rospect  street.  Providence,  R.  I.,  Feh.  12,  1900, 
and  his  loss  was  deeply  mourned. 

i\Ir.  Burgess  was  a member  of  Prescott  Post, 
(k  A.  R.,  at  Providence,  and  was  Aid-de-camp  to 
the  Commander  of  Rhode  Island  Department,  G. 
A.  R.  He  also  Ijelonged  to  the  Pomham  Club 
and  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  He  was 
a regular  attendant  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
but  not  a member. 

To  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  were  born  children 
as  follows;  Stella  Marion,  born  Sept.  15,  1866; 
and  Edith  Sayles,  born  Feb.  i,  1879.  Mrs.  Burgess 
died  April  27,  1902. 

JOSEPH  DENNISON  NICHOLS  (deceased) 
Fas  left  a permanent  impression  on  the  industrial 
life  and  citizenship  of  Burrillville,  where  a number 
of  his  descendants  still  reside  and  maintain  the 
commercial  and  moral  prestige  of  the  name. 

William  G.  Nichols,  grandfather  of  Joseph 
Dennison,  was  born  in  1769,  in  Coventry,  R.  I., 
and  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer.  For  a 
short  time  in  his  early  manhood  he  lived  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to  what 
is  now  North  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  wdiere  he  died  in 
1850.  He  married  Lois  Ann  Allen,  daughter  of 
William  and  Ruth  (Taylor)  Allen,  of  the  Cov- 
entry-Warwick  family,  and  their  children  were; 
(i)  William  removed  to  Indiana,  wdiere  he  reared 
a large  family,  many  of  whom  became  men  and 
women  of  much  prominence,  and  several  became 
quite  w'ealthy.  (2)  Gardiner  became  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Nichols  & Langworthy, 
manufacturers  of  machinery  at  Hope  \ alley,  R.  1. 
He  had  two  sons,  of  whom  Henry  C.  is  still  (1907) 


living.  (3)  Silas  died  in  young  manhood,  leaving 
a family  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living; 
Mary,  wife  of  Leonard  MMtrous,  of  Hope  \Hlley ; 
Silas,  Jr.,  of  Hope  X'alley ; and  Louisa,  widow'  of 
John  Adams,  of  Harrisville,  R.  1.  (4)  Alexander 

had  a family,  of  wdiom  George  resides  at  Hope 
Valley ; John  and  Charles  are  deceased ; Caroline 
is  the  w'ife  of  George  Lewis,  of  Providence.  (5) 
Dianna  married  (first)  William  Bicknell,  by  whom 
she  had  four  children,  Albert,  William,  Emeline 
and  Louisa,  all  now'  deceased;  she  married  (sec- 
ond) Benjamin  Tanner,  and  had  tw'o  daughters, 
Lucy  (who  married  Thomas  Greene,  and  died  at 
Hope  Valley)  and  Harriet  (wdio  is  now  living  at 
Hope  Valley).  (6)  Sarah  (or  Sally)  became  the 
wfife  of  Mark  Aldrich,  of  North  Smithfield,  R.  1. ; 
she  had  tw^o  daughters ; Lois  Ann,  who  married 
Benjamin  F.  Bennett  and  resides  at  Worcester, 
Mass. ; and  Mercy,  widow  of  Daniel  S.  Fuller,  who 
died  in  Woonsocket,  and  she  lives  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.  (7)  Ruth  Taylor  married  William  Steere 
and  had  children ; Charles,  now  deceased ; Fran- 
ces, wdfe  of  Henry  Randall,  living  at  Harmony ; 
and  Emma,  who  is  Mrs.  Ira  Steere,  now  living 
on  Cape  Cod.  (8)  Albert  married  Marcena  Ken- 
yon, and  had  two  children ; Emogene,  who  is 
now  residing  at  Pawtucket ; and  Charles  D.,  a 
liveryman,  who  died  in  Pawtucket. 

Joseph  Dennison  Nichols  was  born  Sept.  29, 
1813,  and  was  reared  by  his  grandfather,  William  G. 
Nichols,  of  w'hose  family  w'e  have  just  spoken.  He 
had  little  chance  for  schooling,  learning  principally 
in  the  hard  school  of  experience,  for  he  early  be- 
gan to  acquire  a knowledge  of  the  cotton  and 
woolen  manufacturing  business.  For  a number  of 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  mills  of  Warwick, 
Coventry,  and  vicinity,  in  1840  locating  in  Burrill- 
ville. He  was  first  at  VIohegan,  whence  he  soon 
moved  to  Nasonville,  at  both  of  which  places  he 
manufactured  w'oolen  goods,  for  which  he  was  paid 
by  the  yard  by  the  mill  owners.  In  the  year  1842 
he  was  for  a short  time  at  Milford,  Mass.,  and  after 
a residence  of  about  a year  in  Smithfield,  being 
employed  in  the  Mohegan  Mill,  he  later  removed 
to  that  village,  and  resided  there  until  about  1845, 
wdien  he  rented  the  mill  of  Lewis  Thompson  and 
founded  the  Oak  Valley  Mills,  the  village  in  which 
they  w'ere  situated  being  known  as  Nicholsville ; 
it  is  now  Oak  Valley.  For  a short  time  Mr.  Nichols 
had  a partner,  Gershom  Keith,  but  he  soon  pur- 
chased the  entire  control  of  the  industry,  to  wdiich 
he  devoted  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 

There  is  presented  in  the  career  of  Joseph  D. 
Nichols  many  a feature  out  of  the  ordinary  emi- 
nently worthy  to  be  chronicled  and  still  more 
w'orthy  of  emulation.  He  began  as  a poor  boy 
unprepared  by  education,  business  training  or 
financial  backing  for  the  struggles  of  commercial 
competition,  realizing  from  the  very  outset  that 
whatever  success  he  might  gain  must  come  from 
the  qualities  within  himself.  In  the  face  of  poverty, 
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adversity  and  dire  disaster  he  made  his  way 
steadily,  and  ended  his  career  with  an  unstained 
reputation  for  honesty  and  uprightness  exceeded 
hy  that  of  none  who  ever  lived  in  his  comniunrty. 
He  made  industry  and  frugality  his  first  stepping- 
stones.  Whatever  assistance  he  needed  at  first 
came  from  his  immediate  family  circle,  and  his 
early  successes  were  accomplished  with  the  help 
and  encouragement  of  his  young  wife,  who  after 
attending  to  her  household  tasks  gave  her  time- 
day  and  night — at  his  mill,  sorting  the  woolen  rags 
which  went  into  the  manufacture  of  the  product. 
^\’ith  her  young  children  playing  hy  her  side  she 
passed  many  long  and  weary  hours  in  this  way, 
cheering  and  inspiring  her  husband  by  her  pres- 
ence as  well  as  by  material  aid.  Later,  as  the  chil- 
dren grew  up  and  took  their  places  by  the  side 
of  father  and  mother,  each  contributed  his  or  her 
share  to  the  family  welfare,  and  to  them  all  is  due 
much  credit  for  the  thriving  state  in  which  the 
factory  was  maintained.  Each  of  the  three  sons 
seemed  fitted  for  special  duties,  and  thus  few  mis- 
takes were  made.  For  some  years  the  business 
was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  D.  Nichols 
& Sons,  and  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  the 
father  left  all  the  management  to  the  sons,  while 
he  reviewed  the  results  of  his  life  of  toil  and 
Christian  living  with  satisfaction  and  the  realiza- 
tion of  duty  well  done.  Though  the  woolen  manu- 
facturing business  was  of  course  bis  principal  life 
work  he  did  not  give  all  his  time  to  it,  being  a man 
of  afifairs  in  numerous  ways.  He  was  interested 
in  and  had  official  connection  with  the  financial 
institutions  of  Woonsocket,  where  he  was  a large 
property  owner  and  a prominent  factor  in  various 
enterprises,  being  one  of  the  organizers  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Enterprise  Mill,  and  for  a quarter  cen- 
tury a director  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank.  On 
March  15,  1872,  he  met  with  an  eventful  loss  in  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  work  of  a lifetime — the 
mill  property  being  worth  nearly  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  not  insured.  To  recuperate  from  this  great 
misfortune  strained  the  family  resources  to  the  ut- 
most, and  the  remarkable  ability  and  talent  of  his 
son  Henry  was  completely  demonstrated.  That 
they  did  fully  recover  shows  that  the  enterprise  and 
determination  of  all  the  members  of  this  family 
had  not  been  weakened  by  years  of  prosperfty. 

On  Feb.  2,  1836,  Mr.  Nichols  married  Harriet 
Stafford,  who  was  born  Aug.  16,  1811,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Olive  (Whitman)  Stafford,  and  died 
Aug.  24,  1882.  Mr.  Nichols  died  Jan.  27,  1879, 
and  they  rest  in  the  family  burying-ground  on  the 
farm.  We  give  a record  of  the  children  born  to  this 
union ; 

(i)  Olive  Amanda  Nichols,  born  Nov.  29, 
1836,  in  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.,  married  Ahaz  Allen 
Mowry,  and  died  July  31,  1890.  Her  sons,  Ernest 
Allen,  Edmund  Eugene  and  Herbert  Elmer,  are 
all  men  of  high  standing  in  Burrillville,  the  first 
and  last  mentioned  being  the  present  proprietors  of 


the  business  established  bv  their  grandfather,  the 
Oak  Valley  Mills. 

(2)  Henry  Stafford  Nichols,  born  March  19, 
1838,  in  Burrillville,  grew  to  manhood  there.  He 
assisted  his  father  in  the  mill  as  soon  as  able  to  be 
of  use,  and  early  displayed  a marked  aptitude  for 
mechanics.  V’hen  the  mill  property  was  entirely 
wiped  out  by  fire  in  the  year  1872  he  at  once  took 
iq)  the  burden  of  rebuilding,  and  within  ten  days 
every  contract  was  given  out  according  to  plans 
and  specifications  made  by  him.  So  great  was  his 
executive  ability  that  the  entire  plant,  much  en- 
larged and  with  improved  equipment  of  new  mod- 
ern machinery,  was  running  full  time  within  five 
months,  or  in  August,  1872.  Mr.  Nichols  continued 
at  the  head  of  the  mechanical  department  for  some 
years,  and  later,  becoming  interested  in  scientific 
agriculture,  devoted  himself  to  that  line.  A man 
of  affairs  on  an  extensive  scale,  he  was  esteemed 
and  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  everywhere,  for 
his  public  spirit  as  well  as  for  his  business  achieve- 
ments. He  died  April  21,  1902.  Mr.  Nichols  was 
twice  married,  first  in  1861  to  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Isaac  Walling;  she  died  in  1863.  He  married 
(second)  Amanda  M.,  daughter  of  Jason  and 
Rachel  (Bellows)  Olney.  One  daughter,  Harriet 
M.,  was  born  to  the  first  marriage.  She  married 
William  E.  Horton,  a grocer,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence, Feb.  13,  1907,  in  her  forty-fifth  year,  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Henry  Nichols.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  second  union ; Marion 
Amanda,  born  June  9,  1866,  died  July  13,  1872; 
and  Jason  Olney,  born  Aug.  ii,  1868,  died  June 
25,  1888.  Mrs.  Nichols  continues  to  reside  in  Bur- 
rillville. 

(3)  Albert  Nichols,  born  Nov.  22,  1840,  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  Oct.  15,  1848. 

(4)  Ruth  Taylor  Nichols,  born  Nov.  9,  1842, 
at  Alilford,  Mass.,  where  her  father  was  employed 
in  the  woolen  mills  for  a short  time,  married  on 
Dec.  24,  1863,  Oscar  Fitzerland  Cook.  Mr.  Cook, 
born  May  13,  1835,  is  a descendant  of  the  well 
known  Cook  family  of  Rhode  Island,  being  a son 
of  Hammond  and  Martha  (Wood)  Cook.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  have  had  the  following  children  : 
Mabel  Gertrude,  born  Oct.  4,  1867,  rnarried,  Oct. 
4,  1889,  Walter  H.  Tabor,  a public  school  prin- 
cipal in  Providence,  and  has  children,  Ruth 
Bowen  (March  28,  1892,  died  in  infancy),  Henry 
Cook  (May  2,  1894),  Helen  Louise  (March  2, 
1900),  and  Caroline  Frances*  (September,  1902)  ; 
Albert  Oscar,  born  Jan.  12,  1873,  who  resides  at 
Glendale,  R.  I.,  married  July  15,  1896,  Cora  M. 
White  and  has  two  children,  Ruth  Newell  (born 
July  7,  1898)  and  Marion  Louise  (born  Dec.  28, 
1900)  ; and  Florence  Ruth,  born  Oct.  23,  1887,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Burrillville  high  school.  The 
family  reside  at  the  old  Nichols  homestead, 
where  Air.  Cook  is  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. 

(5)  David  Dennison  Nichols  was  born  Nov.  15, 
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1845,  in  lUn-rillville.  in  18O5  he  was  admitted  to 
])artnership  in  the  hrm  of  J.  1).  Nichols  & Sons, 
consisting  of  J.  i).  Nichols,  Sr.,  Henry  S.  Nichols 
and  Davul  1).  Nichols.  Upon  the  last  named  de- 
volved the  tinancial  management  of  the  firm,  all 
the  buying,  selling,  contracting,  etc.,  being  done 
under  his  supervision.  Lor  many  years  he  con- 
tinued in  that  capacity  with  marked  success,  dis- 
plaving  an  aptitude  for  this  branch  of  the  work 
which  inatched  the  mechanical  ability  of  his  brother 
Hcnrv.  He  has  now  retired  from  active  business. 
He  has  one  daughter,  Clara  E. 

(6)  josEPti  Dannkk  Nichols,  born  Nov.  3. 
1848,  in  I’urrillville,  was  educated  at  the  schools  of 
that  place  and  at  Smithville  Seminary,  North  Sci- 
tuate,  under  the  instruction  of  Thomas  Angell. 
Wlien  but  a young  man  the  care  and  management  of 
the  family's  farming,  teaming  and  real  estate  inter- 
ests became  his  especial  duty,  and  he  was  as  ef- 
fective in  these  branches  as  his  brothers  were  in 
the  mill  business,  contributing  equally  as  much  to 
the  building  up  of  the  family  fortunes.  He  saw 
that  the  raw  material  for  the  mill  was  lirought  from 
Providence,  and  the  finished  product  in  turn  con- 
veyed to  the  shipping  point,  and  this  work,  which 
was  an  imiiortant  factor  in  the  steady  and  smooth 
running  of  the  factory,  had  to  be  performed  under 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  weather  and  road.  Mr. 
Nichols  did  not  become  a member  of  the  firm  of 
1.  1).  Nichols  & .Sons,  conducting  his  work  as  a 
separate  enterprise.  Jlis  particular  forte,  how- 
ever, was  the  management  of  property.  His  father 
bought  much  land  upon  which  a considerable 
amount  of  timber  was  standing,  and  this  Joseph 
cut  and  removed.  In  this  work  his  knowledge  of 
woodcraft,  for  which  he  had  a special  fondness, 
liecame  really  profound,  and  he  is  now  regarded 
as  the  best  judge  of  wood  lands  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  (liven  a view  of  a wood  lot,  great  or 
small,  he  can  make  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
feet  of  timber  on  it  that  is  almost  phenomenally 
accurate.  A tract  of  land  containing  millions  of 
feet  will  be  estimated  by  him  within  a few  hundred 
feet  of  the  actual  yield,  together  with  the  cost  of 
removing  and  probable  net  result  to  the  owner. 
Idle  New  York,  New  Plaven  &:  Hartford  Rail- 
way Company,  recognizing  his  marked  ability,  se- 
cured his  services  as  claim  agent  to  investigate 
losses  sustained  by  fire  along  its  lines,  and  he  has 
given  satisfaction  both  to  his  employers  and  to 
claimants. 

In  addition  to  the  enterprises  already  men- 
tioned. klr.  Nichols  has  conducted  both  ])ortablc 
and  stationarv  sawmills,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  use  of  both  steam  and  water  power.  He 
freciuently  contracts  for  standing  timher,  cutting 
and  removing  it,  has  been  exceptionally  successful, 
and  has  proliably  cut  more  timber  than  any  other 
individual  in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Nichols  has  not 
onlv  shown  remarkable  ability  in  the  lines  re- 
ferred to,  but  has  been  cijually  intelligent  and 


worthy  of  confidence  in  every  undertaking,  and  he 
is  everywhere  honored  and  respected  for  his  ster- 
ling honesty.  His  lifelong  friends  and  even  casual 
acquaintances  realize  that  he  is  a valuable  man  in 
the  community.  Peyond  doubt  he  has  lieen  a 
benefactor  to  many,  and  his  good  judgment  and 
honorable  methods  have  saved  people  in  con- 
tention loss  through  delay  and  litigation.  At  the 
time  of  the  burning  of  his  father’s  mill  he  was  of 
great  and  valuable  assistance  in  the  work  of  re- 
building. as  he  selected,  cut  and  hauled  the  timber, 
and  prepared  each  piece  for  its  particular  place. 

IMr.  Nichols  resides  on  the  okl  Uranah  Smith 
homestead,  which  was  a part  of  his  father's  estate,, 
and  to  this  he  has  made  many  additions  as  well  as. 
improvements,  both  of  land  and  buildings.  He  is 
very  domestic  in  his  tastes,  devoted  to  his  home 
and  family.  A genial,  affable  man,  safe  in  busi- 
ness and  sound  in  morals,  he  is  a credit  to  his  day 
and  generation.  He  has  found  no  time  in  his  busy 
career  to  become  involved  in  political  strife,  but  he 
is  interested  in  aff'airs  of  local  imiiort,  and  supports 
the  candidates  he  considers  best  fitted  for  office,, 
regardless  of  party  ties. 

On  April  25.  1876,  Mr.  Nichols  was  married 
to  Henrietta  Leroy  Smith,  born  Jan.  y,  1849, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Keith)  Smith,  and 
their  children  are:  Hattie  Irene,  born  Aug.  28, 
1883;  (iertrude  IMarion,  born  July  23,  1886;  ami 
Joseph  1).,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  i,  1890.  The  son  gives 
promise  of  the  intelligence  and  the  industrious 
(jualifications  which  have  characterized  his  father, 
whom  he  is  sustaining  ably,  apparently  taking 
naturally  to  the  same  lines. 

h'rom  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that 
Jo.se])h  Dennison  N’ichols  and  all  his  family  have 
been  individuals  of  ability,  and  have  done  no  little 
for  the  benefit  of  their  community.  They  have 
been  honest,  industrious  and  capable,  and,  with 
true  unselfishness,  have  seen  to  it  that  those  less 
fortunate  have  had  a liberal  share  of  the  prosperity 
wdiich  has  crowned  their  eff’orts. 

JOHN  WELCOME  S.VUNDERS,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  best-known  physicians  of  .Southwestern 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton 
June  3,  1863. 

William  Ik  .Saunders,  his  grandfather,  a native 
of  Hopkinton,  years  ago  removed  to  Waterville, 
N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Illinois,  where  he  died.  His 
wdiole  life  was  devoted  to  farming.  To  him  and 
his  wife,  .Sophia  Witter,  were  born  seven  children, 
five  sons  and  tw'o  daughters:  Rev.  Joel  G.,  An- 
<lrew'  J..  Milton  P.,  Michael,  Henry,  Mary  and 
Jennie. 

Milton  P.  Saunders,  the  Doctor's  father,  wxis 
born  in  M’aterville,  N.  Y.  Having  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  wdth  Charles  IMaxson,  of  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  he  w'as  foreman  of  his  shop  for  tw'elve  years 
and  then  engaged  in  the  building  business  for  him- 
self in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  i\ larch  27, 


I 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2i8r 


1888.  In  politics  a stanch  Re]ni])lican,  lie  was 
active  in  town  affairs,  and  served  as  town  sergeant. 
In  chnrch  affairs  he  was  a Seventh  Day  Ilaptist. 
He  married  Ahby  A.  Prosser,  daughter  of  \\'el- 
•come  Prosser,  of  Richmond.  She  died  Dec.  25, 
1904,  on  the  Prosser  homestead  where  she  was 
horn  and  had  always  lived.  IMrs.  Saunders  was 
naturally  strong  and  energetic,  and  had  seemed 
in  her  usual  health  until,  two  days  previous  to 
her  death,  she  was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  acute 
gastritis,  which  was  followed  by  jineumonia,  of 
which  she  died.  For  many  years  she  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Paptist  Church.  She 
was  kind  and  sympathetic,  and  helpful  in  minister- 
ing to  the  sick  and  in  assisting  the  unfortunate, 
and  she  left  behind  her  many  kind  remembrances 
•of  faithful  and  efficient  service  to  the  needy.  Her 
own  family  was  especially  dear  to  her,  she  rejoiced 
at  their  prosperity,  and  was  saddened  by  their  sor- 
row. and  was  always  ready  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
•others.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children : 
Mary  L..  who  married  William  H.  Cranston,  de- 
ceased; John  A’elcome,  IM.  1).;  and  Charles  iMil- 
ton. 

Dr.  John  Welcome  Saunders  received  his  early 
•education  in  the  Woodville  district  school  in  Hop- 
kinton,  R.  I.,  later  attended  East  Greenwich 
Academy,  and  received  private  instruction  under  a 
tutor.  For  eight  years  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
from  1884  to  1887  being  principal  of  the  Wake- 
field schools,  also  teaching  one  year  in  Narra- 
gansett  Pier,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  in  rural 
districts.  Settling  upon  the  medical  ])rofession  as 
his  life  work,  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Jeff'erson 
..Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  graduating  May  9, 
1894.  He  has  since  studied  for  two  years  under 
Prof.  Adinel  Hudson,  and  has  graduated  from  the 
hdiiladelphia  Lying-in  Charity  Hospital,  hrom  1894 
to  1898  he  practiced  in  Alton,'  R.  I.,  and  in  April 
of  the  latter  vear  removed  to  Shannock,  R.  1..  his 
present  location. 

Aside  from  being  noted  as  a careful,  skillful 
physician  and  surgeon,  the  Doctor  has  also  been 
active  in  public  affairs.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  town  council,  coroner  and  health  officer.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  delegates,  and  the  only  physi- 
cian. ap])ointed  from  Rhode  Island  by  Governor 
Ltter  to  the  National  Civic  Federation  which  con- 
vened at  Madison  Square  Garden.  New  York,  in 
December,  1905.  Idiis  was  the  first  representation 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  had  in  that  body.  On 
Oct.  15.  1897,  Dr.  Saunders  was  appointed,  by 
Gov.  Elisha  Dyer,  State  medical  examiner,  and 
Jan.  28,  1903,  was  again  appointed  to  that  office, 
by  Governor  Garvin.  He  belongs  to  the  Washing- 
ton County  Medical  Society.  In  fraternal  con- 
nection he  is  a member  of  • Friendship  Lodge,  No. 
16,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has  been 
councilor  of  Pawcatuck  Council.  Junior  Order  of 
American  ^Mechanics. 


PALIMER.  The  .\mcrican  ancestor  of  the 
Palmer  family  in  America  was  John  Palmer,  Ijorn 
at  Church  Rank,  in  the  townshij)  of  ( tswaldtwistle, 
Lancashire,  England,  in  January.  1801.  His  father 
was  John  Palmer,  who  was  educated  for  the  min- 
istry of  the  English  Church,  and,  tradition  says, 
went  to  India,  where  he  became  a high  official  »)f 
the  church.  He  was  also  in  his  younger  da\'s 
a designer,  and  worked  for  the  Peels,  the  well- 
known  English  family. 

John  Palmer,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  married 
Jane  Ogden,  born  in  Westburton,  Yorkshire,  Jan. 
^7>  1 799-  Their  children  born  in  England  were; 
Alartha,  born  Dec.  8,  1820,  married ^John  Whitaker; 
iMary,  born  i\Iay  12,  1822,  married  (first)  ^ohn 
Heap,  (second)  a Mr.  Wdiiteley,  and  (third)  a 
IMr.  Holden,  and  she  died  Aug.  16,  1906;  Robert, 
born  March  14,  1824;  Henry,  born  March  27, 
1826;  ^ohn,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  25,  1829,  died  m 
Oregon;  and  Hilary,  born  Jan.  25,  1830.  The  chil- 
dren born  in  America  were;  Margaret  Jane,  born 
June  14,  1833,  married  ^J^mes  Peckham  Pierce; 
WVTlliam,  l:)orn  in  Fall  River,  IMass..  May  20,  1835  ; 
and  George  Washington,  born  in  Crompton.  R.  1.. 
Dec.  14.  1836,  is  living  on  Park  avenue,  Cranston, 
Rhode  Island. 

Henry  Palmer,  son  of  John,  boru  iMarch  27, 
1826,  married  ^RTTclget  Tighe,  and  their  children, 
all  born  in  Cranston.  R.  I.,  were;  ‘John,  born  Dec. 
5,  1849,  deceased;  Wdlliam  Henry,  born  Aug.  25, 
1851;  Robert,  born  Dec.  10,  1853,  deceased ; 'T7(F 
ward,  born  Jan.  5,  1856,  deceased;  George  Edwin, 
born  Aug.  20,  i857;hMartha  Jane,  born  March  24. 
1859,  and  married  toJfoTm  iMcGill  ;''lNrary  E..  born 
IMay  24.  1861,  aixF'Sarah  Ann,  born  March  15. 
1863,  deceased.  Henry  Palmer,  the  father  of  this 
family,  was  a Idock  printer  by  trade,  and  in  his 
younger  days  followed  that  occupation. 

Judge  John  Palmer,  son  of  Henry,  was 
known  as  a deep  student  of  the  law.  It  was  his 
aim  to  arbitrate  all  legal  differences  between 
litigants  as  far  as  possible,  and  thus  get  settlements 
out  of  court.  Judge  Palmer  was  a Catholic  in  re- 
ligious belief,  and  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  America,  being  also  connectetl  with  the 
Order  of  Foresters,  of  which,  for  a time,  he  was 
chief  ranger.  We  quote  from  an  obituary  printecl 
in  one  of  the  local  papers  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Oct.  24,  1904;  “John  Palmer,  who  had  been 
Judge  of  Probate  in  Cranston  almost  ever  since 
the  enactment  of  a statute  giving  the  Town  Coun- 
cil power  to  appoint  such  an  officer,  and  had  served 
the  town  in  other  capacities,  died  shortly  before 
nine  o’clock  last  evening  at  his  home  on  Cranston 
street,  after  an  illness  lasting  almost  a year.  '''  “ 

Judge  Palmer  was  fifty-four  years  old  Dec.  5th 
last.  He  was  born  in  a house  on  Cranston  street 
near  the  one  in  which  he  died,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  town.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Holy  Cross  College  with  the  class  of 
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1871,  the  Albany  Law  School  in  1874  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  Rhode  Island  courts  soon 
after  leaving  that  institution.  His  practice  was 
along  general  lines. 

“Although  a Democrat  in  political  beliefs  Judge 
Palmer  was  honored  with  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens  in  many  elections  in  a Republican 
town.  He  was  twice  sent  to  the  Assembly  as 
representative  from  Cranston  in  1884  and  1885, 
and  sat  in  the  Town  Council  in  those  years.  In 
addition  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate,  he  had 
for  some  time,  up  to  his  death,  held  that  of  Town 
Solicitor,  and  he  was  recognized  generally  by  those 
who  knew  him  as  a man  of  probity  and  independ- 
ence. He  was  Justice  of  Cranston  before  the 
District  Court  was  established.  ^ 

In  1883  Palmer  married  Winifred  Dodd, 

daughter  of  Henry  and  Bridget  (White)  Dodd. 
To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children : 
Henry  Joseph,  Mary  Eleanor,  John  Raymond, 
Winifred  Augusta,  Jenny  Martha,  Catherine 
Amelia  and  Ruth  Cecelia. 

WiLLi.VM  Henry  Palmer,  son  of  Henry  and 
Bridget  (Tighe)  Palmer,  born  x-\ug.  25,  1851,  mar- 
ried in  1872,  Catherine  McGill,  daughter  of  John 
AIcGill,  then  a resident  of  Cranston,  but  a native 
of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  The  children  were : Henry 
Augustine,  Irene  L.,  Clarence,  Eva  J.,  Raymond 
V.  and  Walter  L. 

'■Judge  Henry  Augustine  Palmer,  son  of 
William  Henry,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.. 
Xov.  II,  1874.  His  preliminary  education  he 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
finishing  in  the  English  and  Classical  high  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  He  subse- 
quently entered  Columbia  Law  school  in  1893,  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1896.  Upon  his  re- 
turn home  he  served  a,clerkship  of  six  months,  and 
then  applied  for  and  received  admittance  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Bar,  March  17,  1897.  He  im- 

mediately commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Providence,  starting  with  his  uncle.  Judge  John 
Palmer,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some  time, 
later  beginning  the  practice  of  law  alone.  Judge 
Palmer  was  clerk  of  the  Judicial  District  Court 
(Eighth),  from  1898  until  1903,  and  was  elected 
judge  thereof  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  fill 
an  unexpired  term,  March  27,  1903,  succeeding 
Judge  Clarke  H.  Johnson.  On  Jan.  ii,  1905,  he 
was  re-elected  to  this  position,  for  a term  of  three 
years,  being  the  youngest  man  to  ever  occupy  the 
judgeship  of  any  Judicial  District  Court  in  the 
State.  Judge  Palmer  was  elected  representative  to 
the  General  Assembly  from  Cranston  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  in  1901,  and  has  been  re-elected 
to  this  position  annually  since  that  time.  He  has 
always  been  a strong  Republican,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  his  native  State. 
His  work  as  a campaign  speaker  has  won  him 
justly  a reputation  as  a most  forceful,  logical  and 
j)opular  advocate  of  Re])ublican  doctrines,  both 


State  and  National.  Throughout  the  State  the 
Judge  is  known  as  “The  Boy  Orator  of  the  Po- 
casset.” 

In  the  Assembly  Judge  Palmer  was  a member 
of  the  committee  on  Special  Legislation  in  his  first 
term,  and  has  since  been  a member  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Corporations.  He  is  connected  with  the 
West  Side  Social  Club  of  Providence,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Local  Volunteer  Eire  Company,  of 
Cranston.  Judge  Palmer  is  a man  of  pleasing 
personality  and  address,  and  his  career  thus  far 
gives  promise  of  a life  of  prominence  and  use- 
fulness. 

STEPHEN  B.  WATERklAN,  a substantial 
citizen  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  where  he  was  born 
Nov.  17,  1850,  is  a son  of  the  late  Calvin  Tait 
Waterman,  long  known  and  honored  in  his  com- 
munity. He  traces  his  paternal  lineage  to  Richard 
Waterman,  who  came  from  England  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1629  and  for  a time  was  at  Salem,  klass., 
settling  later  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  twelve  persons  to  whom  Roger  Williams 
deeded  land  in  1638.  Mr.  Waterman  also  traces 
his  descent  from  Roger  Wdlliams. 

From  Richard  Waterman  Stephen  B.  Water- 
man’s lineage  is  through  Resolved  Waterman  and 
his  wife  Mercy  (Williams)  (daughter  of  Roger)  ; 
Resolved  Waterman  (2)  and  his  wife  Mercy 

( ) ; John  Waterman  and  his  wife  Mary 

(Wdiipple)  ; William  Waterman  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Winsor)  ; John  Waterman  (2)  and  his  wife 
Marcy  (Randall)  ; and  Calvin  Taft  Waterman  and 
his  wife  Amey  Brown  (Belknap).  These  genera- 
tions, excepting  the  last,  which  appears  below,  are 
given  in  detail  in  the  sketch  of  Edward  Henry 
Waterman. 

Calvin  Taft  Waterman,  son  of  John  and  Marcy 
(Randall)  Waterman,  was  born  Nov.  2,  1816,  in 
Johnston,  R.  I.  His  early  years  were  spent  in  at- 
tending the  schools  of  the  town,  and  in  assisting 
in  the  work  on  the  home  farm.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage,  when  he  built  the  home 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  Stephen  B.,  and  there 
he  continued  to  reside  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  Sept.  26,  1903. 
In  1840  he  married  Amey  Brown  Belknap,  wdio 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1816,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Marcy  (Sweet)  Belknap,  of  Johnston,  and  died 
July  2,  1900.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are 
buried  on  the  homestead  where  they  passed  their 
married  lives.  Their  children  were : Anna,  born 
June  7,  1843 ; Stephen  B. Hannah  i\I.,  deceased 
wife  of  Job  Belknap ; Amey  J.,  born  May  6,  1853, 
who  died  Jan.  6,  1855 ; and  Abbey  Smith,  born 
Nov.  12,  1857,  who  died  April  13,  1858.  Mr. 
Waterman  lives  in  the  memory  of  his  friends  as 
a man  who  was  absolutely  fearless.  His  strength 
of  character  was  as  great  as  his  physical  strength, 
and  both  were  w'ell  known.  He  was  industrious 
and  frugal,  and  he  left  nothing  for  the  morrow 
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that  might  be  accomplislied  to-day.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican, 
but  he  took  no  active  part  in  politics.  It  was  said 
of  him  that  “he  was  faithful  to  every  trust ; a good 
parent,  neighbor  and  friend,  and  a quiet,  unassum- 
ing citizen  of  the  highest  type.” 

Stephen  B.  Waterman,  son  of  Calvin  T.  and 
Amey  Brown  (Belknap)  W'aterman,  was  born  in 
the  house  he  now  occupies  in  Johnston.  He  at- 
tended the  country  schools  until  he  had  acquired 
sufficient  education  for  his  needs,  and  he  has  in 
every  way  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father. 
On  Jan.  7,  1872,  he  married  Miss  jMary  Anna 
Evans,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Diana  (Colwell) 
Evans,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  the  fallowing  children : Calvin 
Evans,  born  Sept.  4,  1873,  married  (first)  Ella 
Heath,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  Grace  Har- 
riett, born  May  10,  1897 ; he  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Miss  Mary  INIcCauley.  Edith  M.,  born 
Jan.  24,  1879,  married  Charles  E.  Coffin,  and  has 
had  two  children,  Gladys  Irene,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Harold  Edwin.  Stephen  B.,  Jr.,  born 
May  24,  1888,  assists  his  father  at  home. 

In  political  principle  Mr.  \\’aterman  is  a Re- 
publican, but  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  favors, 
although  he  has  held  a few  of  the  minor  town 
offices,  and  in  such  capacity  has  rendered  satis- 
factory service.  He  and  his  wife  are  highly  re- 
spected by  the  entire  community. 

CHRISTOPHER  RHODES  NICHOLS  was 
long  a resident  of  Providence,  and  to  his  circle 
of  friends  was  a man  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed. He  belonged  to  the  well-known  Nichols 
family  which  has  given  to  Rhode  Island  many  men 
of  whom  their  posterity  may  be  proud.  His  line 
of  ancestry  from  the  original  settler,  Thomas 
Nichols,  is  (I)  Thomas  and  Hannah,  (H)  Thomas 
and  Mercy  Reynolds,  (HI)  Benjamin  and  Han- 
nah Forman,  (IV)  William,  (V)  Capt.  William. 

(V)  Captain  William  Nichols  was  born  in 
Coventry,  and  married  Sarah  Capwell.  He  was 
engaged  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  char- 
coal burning,  in  which  occupation  he  was  as- 
sisted by  his  children.  He  was  also  an  extensive 
landowner  and  farmer. 

(VI)  Christopher  Rhodes  Nichols  was  born 
Sept.  17,  1820,  and  in  his  youth  he  assisted  his 
father,  attending  school  in  the  winter  months.  The 
Nichols  family  were  noted  spellers,  and  that  trait 
was  well  upheld  by  our  subject  who  is  remembered 
by  his  school  mates  and  early  associates  for  his 
proficiency  in  that  line.  He  gained  a fair  edu- 
cation, and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  the 
pursuit  of  that  calling  he  went  to  Fall  River 
soon  after  the  destructive  fire  which  devas- 
tated nearlv  all  of  that  city.  He  was  at  that 
time  a widower,  and  the  father  of  one  daughter 
(deceased).  At  Fall  River  he  met  and  married 
Ann  Griffiths,  and  not  long  after  he  removed  to 


Providence,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  continued  for  many  years  as  a carpenter, 
and  was  known  as  an  expert  workman  in  the  most 
difficult  branches  of  that  calling.  He  went  tc; 
California,  during  the  gold  fever  in  1849, 
mained  a short  time.  In  disposition  he  was  quiet 
and  domestic,  and  much  attached  to  his  home. 
He  was  frugal  and  industrious,  and  his  later  years 
were  passed  without  event.  He  died  Aug.  10, 
1873.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Anna  Frances,  widow  of  Henry 
Holmes;  Joseph  B.,  deceased;  I.eandcr  R.,  who 
removed  to  California,  conducted  a fruit  farm,  and 
there  married,  had  three  children,  Ralph  (who 
died  in  young  manhood),  Harold  and  Effie,  and 
now  resides  at  Corona,  in  Southern  California. 

Mrs.  Ann  (Griffiths)  Nichols  had  a most  inter- 
esting career,  and  was  one  of  the  best  known  ladies 
in  Providence,  where  she  numbered  among  her 
friends  the  leading  women  of  the  State.  She  was 
born  in  Manchester,  England,  July  27,  1824,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mary  Griffiths,  also  natives  of 
Manchester.  Her  brother  James  had  emigrated  to 
America  and  was  located  at  Fall  River,  Mass. ; 
he  was  quite  anxious  to  have  his  sister  join  him, 
and  he  wrote  her  so  enthusiastic  an  account  of  a 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  that  after  much  dis- 
cussion and  many  preparations  she  determined  to 
cross  the  ocean.  She  set  sail  alone  from  Liverpool 
in  July,  1841,  but  off  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land the  vessel  was  wrecked.  All  passengers  were 
safely  removed  from  the  sinking  vessel,  though  all 
baggage  was  lost.  The  rescuing  vessel  was  too 
small  to  carry  all  of  the  rescued  to  a port  of  entry, 
and  the  younger  ones  were  landed  on  the  rocks, 
and  were  obliged  to  walk  some  twenty  miles  across 
a wild  and,  of  course,  unfamiliar  country  to  where 
a larger  vessel  might  be  procured.  For  sixteen 
days  the  young  girl  remained  in  Newfoundland 
the  guest  of  friends  which  she  had  cultivated  by 
her  winning  manner.  In  England  she  had  been 
a member  of  the  Hnitarian  Church,  and  even  as  a 
child  had  been  noted  as  a singer.  The  friends 
she  found  in  Newfoundland  were  quite  musical, 
and  had  almost  prevailed  upon  her  to  remain  with 
them  or  to  return  to  England.  However,  she 
finally  decided  to  continue  her  journey,  and  soon 
landed  in  New  York,  from  which  point  she  came 
to  Providence  by  boat.  On  her  arrival  at  Fox 
Point,  she  found  there  would  be  no  boat  for  Fall 
River  until  the  next  day — a situation  which  was 
quite  alarming  to  her  as  she  was  without  friends 
or  funds.  An  elderly  gentleman  noted  her  dismay, 
and  took  her  to  his  home  on  Pine  street,  where  she 
was  cared  for  until  time  for  the  Fall  River  boat 
the  following  day.  This  gentleman  later  became 
a great  friend  of  her  and  her  husband,  and  was 
most  kindly  remembered  by  Mrs.  Nichols.  At 
Fall  River  she  had  some  difficulty  in  locating  her 
brother,  as  he,  having  heard  nothing  from  her,  had 
given  her  up  as  lost  or  as  having  returned  to  Eng- 
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land.  She  remained  with  her  brother  for  a time, 
and  her  e.xcellent  voice  soon  gained  her  a place 
in  the  I’nitarian  choir.  She  was  married  to  IMr. 
Nichols  June  2.  i<S45,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  Hr.  Livermore.  On  their 
removal  to  Providence  Hrs.  Nichols  entered  the 
choir  of  the  Cranston  Street  Lniversalist  Church, 
of  which  led  ward  Hiller,  later  the  great  piano 
mannfactnrer.  was  organist.  She  sang  at  this 
church  for  many  years,  and  not  alone  hy  her  really 
wonderful  voice, 'bnt  by  her  delightful  womanly 
manner,  her  many  virtues,  gained  friends  from 
everv  walk  of  life.  In  18S8  she  became  a member 
of  tiie  Rhode  Island  WHman's  Club,  and  formed 
a glee  clnb  of  which  she  was  solo  member.  She 
was  faithfnl  in  her  attendance  at  the  meetings  for 
man\  }ears,  and  contributed  no  small  share  to  the 
entertainment.  ( )n  her  eightieth  birthday,  the 
ladies  of  the  club  jn-esented  her  with  a beautiful 
jeweled  brooch  as  a token  of  their  love  and  ap- 
])reciation  of  her.  She  was  fre(]ucntly  the  recipi- 
ent of  dowers  in  great  profusion  from  her  many 
friends,  and  though  advanced  in  years  she  pos- 
sessed all  her  faculties,  and  was  a gracious,  kindly 
little  woman  whom  it  was  a pleasure  to  meet.  She 
died  i\larch  18,  ipoy,  and  was  hnried  in  Locust 
drove  cemetery  at  the  side  of  her  husband. 

ALLEN  FARRIS  IIRAY,  in  his  lifetime  one 
of  the  representative  hnsiness  men  and  a foremost 
citizen  of  Pawtucket  and  Central  h'alls,  descended 
from  an  old  New  England  family.  The  Rhode 
Island  Prays  are  an  offshoot  from  the  famiL-  in 
^Massachusetts,  where  the  name  ap])ears  before  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  As  earl_\  as 
1647  there  is  record  in  Gloucester  of  Thomas 
Pray,  a ship  carpenter,  born  in  1614.  who,  besides 
other  grants  of  land,  received  six  acres  in  that 
town.  This  original  grant  was  located  at  the  head 
of  Little  river  and  in  1651  he  also  had  a quarter  of 
an  acre  given  him  in  the  bottom,  on  the  north 
side  of  Cow  Island  marsh,  "for  a house  to  be  set 
on.”  He  probablv  settled  in  this  part  of  the  town, 
where  his  descendants  have  continued  ever  since. 

Thomas  Pray  married  IMay  3,  1646.  Harv  \\’il- 
son.  who  died  Harch  27.  1707.  and  his  death  oc- 
curred Nov.  30.  1691.  d'heir  children  were;  IMary, 
born  in  1647;  Thomas,  born  in  1653:  John,  born 
in  1654  (married  in  1679  iHargaret  Lambert  and 
died  without  issue)  ; Nathaniel,  l)orn  in  1656  (mar- 
ried in  1864  IMartha  Wadin  and  died  in  1728, 
leaving  a son  who  married  in  1714  and  had  Isaac. 
.\ndrew  and  Nathaniel);  Hannah,  born  in  1662; 
Esther,  horn  in  1664;  and  Sarah. 

'Hie  second  Thomas  Pray  had  a wife  IMary, 
who  bore  him  a familv  including  hve  sons,  viz. ; 
Thomas;  John,  who  married  Susanna  H'oodbnry  ; 
Nathaniel,  who  married  Sarah  Haskell;  IHoses. 
wh.o  married  IMary;  and  Aaron,  who  married  (first) 
Elizabeth  Davis  and  (second)  Ruth  Winter.  This 


Gloucester  branch  had  many  representatives  in  the 
Revolution. 

.Vnother  branch  of  the  Pray  family  comes  from 
Robert,  of  Salem,  of  record  in  i0()8,  whose  wife 
was  named  Hannah.  Robert  Pray  bought  land 
in  Salem  in  1669.  He  was  captain  of  a ketch  and 
was  lost  at  sea  in  1692.  with  his  vessel  and  all  on 
board. 

For  generations  there  has  resided  on  Cape  Cod 
a branch  of  the  Hassachusetts  family  whose  mem- 
bers have  been  largely  sailors,  ship-builders  and 
sea  captains.  Freeman,  in  his  work  on  Cape  Cod, 
mentions  the  death  of  a Thomas  Pray,  which  oc- 
curred at  Yarmouth,  Nov.  25,  1743,  while  later  in 
the  work  appears  the  name  of  Edmund  Pray,  of 
that  same  town,  who  is  the  direct  progenitor  of  the 
Central  Falls  branch.  He  married  Daty  Crowell. 
Edmund  Pray  was'  one  who  figured  in  the  stirring 
incidents  connected  with  the  attempt  to  enforce  a 
tax  on  tea,  being  one  of  the  committee  appointetl 
Nov.  I,  1774,  in  Yarmouth,  to  see  that  no  tea  was 
conveved  into  that  town. 

Edmund  Pray  had  a son  Reuben,  who  was  born 
Aug.  22,  1778,  and  died  Feb.  18,  1844.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  IHiss  Hannah  Hedge  and  (second) 
Hiss  Harv  Hall.  Reuben  Pray  was  a sea  captain 
by  profession. 

Ivenben  Pray  (2)  was  born  in  Yarmouth  June 
24,  1812,  and  followed  the  sea  all  his  life.  While 
still  a young  man  he  rose  to  be  master  of  merchant 
vessels  and  ran  from  Poston  to  foreign  ports.-  He 
died  in  his  native  town  Nov.  18,  1869.  His  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  Jan.  28,  1835,  was  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Penjamin  Homer,  of  Yarmouth. 
She  outlived  her  husband  many  years  and  passed 
away  in  Pawtucket  Jan.  6,  1896,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years.  They  had  children  as  follows ; Han- 
nah, who  lived  only  three  years;  Asa  H.,  of  Kings- 
ton, Hass.,  a seafaring  man ; Isaac  W'.,  who  was  a 
^ea  captain  and  died  in  Pawtucket;  Hannah  (2), 
who  died  in  Pawtucket,  unmarried ; Reuben  W., 
a sea  captain,  who  died  in  South  Yarmouth ; Allen 
1'.,  deceased ; Melville,  a silver  manufacturer  of 
Poston,  who  died  in  Central  Falls,  unmarried ; 
Elizabeth  W.,  of  Pawtucket ; and  Ferdinand. 

Allen  I'arris  Pray,  a member  of  the  extensive 
hardware  firm  in  Pawtucket  of  A.  F.  & F.  Bray, 
was  born  IMay  ii,  1848,  and  attended  school  till 
he  was  fourteen.  At  that  age  his  business  career 
began,  and  from  that  time  till  the  death  of  his 
father  he  was  a clerk  in  a store,  first  at  Yarmouth 
and  then  at  Prewster,  IMass.  In  1869 
oljliged  to  return  home  in  order  to  settle  his  father’.-; 
estate  and  spent  the  better  part  of  a year  doing  so. 
When  free  again  to  resume  his  l)usiness  life  he 
decided  upon  Central  Falls,  and  from  1870  to  1877 
was  in  the  employ  of  Isaac  F.  Crocker,  a hardware 
merchant  of  that  city.  In  the  latter  year  began 
Hr.  Prav's  independent  career.  He  bought  the 
hardware  store  and  stock  of  George  A.  IHumford, 
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located  in  Pawtucket  at  No.  25  North  Alain  street, 
in  the  AJanchester  block,  and  was  so  successful  in 
the  enter[)rise  that  two  years  later  he  also  pur- 
chased the  business  of  the  Charles  Al.  Read  Com- 
pany, at  No.  80  Alain  street,  h'or  some  years  he 
conducted  the  two  establishments  separately,  but 
in  1883  he  combined  them  in  the  Read  store  and  re- 
mained at  that  location  till  i88(j,  when  he  removed 
to  more  si)acious  quarters  in  the  P)enedict  House 
building,  at  No.  305  Alain  street,  and  No. 
10  Proad  street.  He  moved  again  to  No. 
250  Alain  'Street,  where  the  business  has 
ever  since  been  carried  on.  When  Air.  Pray 
])urchased  the  second  business  he  admitted 
his  brother  Ferdinand  to  partnership,  under  the 
firm  name  of  A.  F.  &.  P'.  Pray,  and  the  junior  part- 
ner still  conducts  the  business.  The  firm  dealt  in 
.general  hardware  lines,  mechanics’  tools,  farming 
implements,  firearms,  ammunition,  fishing  tackle, 
etc.,  and  has  from  the  beginning  done  an  unusually 
successful  business.  The  founder  of  this  house 
died  April  15,  1904,  and  is  buried  in  River  Side 
cemetery. 

Allen  F.  Pray  was  married  Alay  28,  1885,  to 
Aliss  Etta  Louise  Standing,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  E.  (Whitefield)  Standing,  of  Eall  River. 
Of  the  three  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Pray, 
Homer,  born  Alay  29,  1886,  died  in  October,  1904; 
Louise  W’hitefield  was  horn  Sept.  19,  1889;  and 
Allen  Earris,  Jr.,  Nov.  29,  1893.  Air.  Pray  was 
a most  devoted  husband  and  father  and  spent  all 
his  leisure  time  with  his  family,  preferring  this 
relaxation  to  any  gained  in  clubs  or  fraternal  so- 
cieties. The  Pawtucket  Pusiness  Alen’s  xNssocia- 
tion  was  the  only  organization,  aside  from  his 
church,  with  which  he  was  connected.  In  religious 
work  Air.  Pray  was  active  and  in  the  Central  Tails 
Congregational  Church  was  a Sunday-school 
teacher  for  many  years,  was  treasurer  of  the  so- 
ciety, and  acted  as  deacon  for  a long  period  prior 
to  his  death.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  Young 
Alen's  Christian  Association,  serving  as  its  treas- 
urer. In  political  matters  he  was  a Republican. 
Air.  Pray  always  maintained  in  his  business  rela- 
tions a dignified  though  courteous  demeanor,  but 
in  private  life  he  gave  his  genial,  social  nature  free 
lay  and  had  numbers  of  devoted  friends. 

CLINTON  OWEN  REAHNGTON,  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  man,  residing  at 
Oakland,  town  of  Purrillville,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  livery,  real  estate  and  lumber  business, 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  John  Remington,  who 
came  from  England  and  settled  at  Haverhill,  Alass., 
removing  from  there  to  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  where  his 
name  ap])ears  of  record  iii  1669.  In  1677 
forty-seven  others  had  5,000  acres  granted  them  at 
East  Greenwich,  to  which  place  he  removed,  but  he 
later  settled  in  Warwick. 

Joseph  Remington,  son  of  John,  was  father  of  a 


son  John,  who  married  Abigail 
170(9,  Ic^iving  a son  riiomas. 

d'homas  Remington,  son  of  John  and  Abigail, 
married  Abigail  Eldred,  and  they  became  parents 
of  I'homas,  horn  in  1747. 

Thomas  Remington  (2),  horn  in  1747,  married 
Alareia  Pray  ton,  and  died  Aug.  (),  1817. 

John  Remington,  son  of  Thomas  and  Alareia, 
and  great-grandfather  of  Clinton  ( ).,  was  born 
Aug.  25,  1775,  in  Coventry,  R.  P,  and  died  Alay 
26.  1814.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  town 
clerk  of  Coventry,  having  held  the  office  for  seven 
years.  He  was  a Alason,  belonging  to  Alan- 
chester  Lodge  at  Coventry.  He  married  Alay  25, 
1797,  Alary  Holden,  who  died  A])rU  20.  1817. 

They  were,  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  died  under  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  two 
under  the  age  of  thirty,  the  remaining  child  being 
DeWitt  Clinton,  the  grandfather  of  Clinton  Owen. 

DeY’itt  Clinton  Remington,  born  Jan.  7,  1813, 
in  A\’ashington,  town  of  Coventrv,  was  a babe 
when  his  father  died,  and  Imt  four  years  of  age 
when  he  lost  his  mother.  He  was  reared  by  an 
aunt.  Airs.  Ruth  Lowe,  in  Coventry,  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  school,  and  was  twelve  years 
old  when  she  removed  to  Natick,  where  he  at  once 
found  employment  in  a mill.  Here  he  remained  for 
one  year,  when  his  aunt  removed  to  Phenix,  and 
he  there  attended  school  for  a short  time,  finally 
going  to  Providence,  where  he  was  clerk  in  a store. 
He  subsequently  returned  to  Phenix.  and  for  two 
or  three  years  was  employed  in  the  mill  there,  and 
also  at  Crompton,  and  for  a time  worked  in  a store 
at  the  former  |)lace.  Air.  Remington  then  became 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  Rice  A.  llrown  & Co.,  at 
Pontiac,  where  he  received  thirty-six  dollars  per 
vear  and  board.  Erom  there  he  went  to  Hopkinton, 
and  was  employed  in  a mill,  o])erate(l  by  a cousin. 
Removing  to  Fiskeville  he  was  a clerk  in  a store, 
and  then  went  to  Crompton,  where  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a store  at  a salary  of  $2.00  per  week,  of 
which  he  paid  $1.50  for  hoard.  After  being  em- 
ployed at  mill  work  at  Natick,  he  for  a time  oper- 
ated a store  at  Pontiac,  but  feeling  the  need  of  a 
better  education,  he  attended  school  at  Phenix 
under  Peter  D.  Healey,  and  himself  taught  school 
in  the  evinter  of  1833  at  that  ])lace.  Locating  at 
Richmond,  town  of  Scituate,  Air.  Remington  was 
emi)loye(l  first  in  a store  and  later  in  a mill,  and 
became  superintendent  of  a mill  in  1837.  Ry  thi'- 
time  he  had  $2,000,  and  this  he  invested  in  a manu- 
facturing enterprise,  which  turned  out  disastrously, 
he  losing  all  of  his  money.  Nothing  discouraged. 
Air.  Remington  accepted  a position  as  hookkee])er 
in  a mill  at  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  while  there  mar- 
ried his  first  wife.  In  the  fall  of  1841  he  became 
superintendent  of  a mill  in  P)Urrillville.  conducted 
by  Gilbert  Eddy,  and  July  18.  1842,  he  formed 
a partnershi])  with  the  late  John  T.  hiske  in  the 
manufacture  of  cloth  at  Harrisville.  Air.  Rcming- 
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ton  later  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  for  a short  time.  In 
1847  became  associated  with  his  brother-in-law, 
James  Colby,  aiul  operated  the  mill  at  Harrisdale, 
town  of  Scituate,  but  returning  to  Burrillville,  in 

1851,  he  operated  the  mill  at  Plainville.  In  1852 
he  removed  to  Harrisville,  and  in  1855  operated  a 
store  at  Clraniteville.  In  1856  i\Ir.  Remington  lo- 
cated at  Clayville,  town  of  Scituate,  and  removed 
from  there  to  Mapleville  in  1857,  and  to  North 
Scituate  in  1858,  returning  to  Graniteville  in  1859, 
where  he  again  conducted  a store.  In  1865  he  re- 
moved to  Scituate  and  purchased  the  mill  at  Saun- 
dersville,  continuing  there  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  again  located  at  Harrisville. 
In  1871  he  bought  a farm  in  Scituate,  which  town 
he  made  his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
there  April  18,  1903. 

jMr.  Remington  was  a stanch  Republican,  ami 
in  1862  represented  Burrillville  in  the  General 
Assembly,  being  again  chosen  in  1870.  He  served 
hve  years  as  quartermaster-general  from  1864,  and 
in  1874  and  1875  was  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil of  Scituate,  being  appointed  town  clerk  in  the 
latter  year,  and  he  was  re-elected  the  three  years 
following.  His  eyesight  failing,  Mr.  Remington 
declined  a renomination.  He  was  buried  at  Acotes 
Hill  cemeter}',  at  Chepachet,  beside  his  first  wife. 
He  was  a meml)er  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  7,  A. 
F.  & A.  ]M.,  at  Chepachet.  ]\lr.  Remington  was  a 
man  of  fixed  purpose  and  strong  convictions. 

Mr.  Remington  was  married  (first)  in  Thomp- 
son, Conn.,  to  Rosanna  Colby,  who  died  in  Bur- 
rillville, the  mother  of  three  children : George 
Thomas,  a resident  of  Scituate ; DeWitt  C. ; and 
Rosella,  who  died  young.  The  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Remington  was  Ada  jMowry  Harris,  born  July 
31,  1827,  daughter  of  Daniel  A.  Harris,  and  a 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Gideon  Harris,  the 
first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  Scituate.  Mrs.  Rem- 
ington died  April  17,  1905,  at  Harrisville.  Her 
children  were:  Clarence  Sydney,  born  Sept,  i, 

1852,  married  Susan  Brooks,  and  lost  his  life  on 
the  ill-fated  “Narragansett”  in  1880;  Daniel  Harris, 
born  Sept.  16,  1854,  resides  in  Scituate ; Edgar 
died  young;  and  Mary  Clinton,  born  Nov.  24, 
1863,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Salisbury,  an  attorney, 
and  resides  at  North  Scituate. 

DeWitt  Clinton  Remington,  son  of  DeWitt  C. 
and  Rosanna  (Colby)  Remington,  was  born  April 
30,  1842,  in  Burrillville.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  the  Smithville  Seminary 
at  North  Scituate,  presided  over  by  Hosea  Quimby. 
He  early  began  work  in  his  father’s  store,  subse- 
quently i)urchasing  the  business,  and  afterward 
conducted  the  same.  He  had,  during  that  period, 
at  various  times  been  associated  with  others,  but 
from  1899  until  his  death  conducted  the  business 
alone.  He  at  one  time  operated  alone  or  with  part- 
ners five  dilterent  stores  in  Burrillville,  and  was 


also  at  one  time  engaged  at  woolen  manufacturing 
in  Burrillville.  Mr.  Remington  was  a Republi- 
can, but  was  no  office  seeker.  He  was  a well 
known  citizen  of  the  town  and  inherited  many  of 
his  father’s  well-known  characteristics.  His  late 
home  on  IMain  street,  Harrisville,  was  completed  in 
1876.  He  died  suddenly  Jan.  5,  1908,  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year. 

In  1862  Mr.  Remington  was  married  to  Emma 
R.  Harris,  daughter  of  Andrew  F.  and  Charlotte 
(Owen)  Harris,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born 
these  children : Lottie  R.,  born  in  1864,  married. 
Edward  T.  ]\Iann,  of  Providence,  and  has  one 
son,  Caleb  S. ; Annie  M.,  born  in  1866,  is  the  wife 
of  William  R.  Whittaker,  and  resides  in  Florida ; 
Clinton  O. ; and  Marion  L.,  born  in  1870,  married 
Gilbert  F.  Whipple,  of  Pascoag,  and  has  one  son, 
Charles  H. 

Clinton  Owen  Remington  was  born  April  15, 
1868,  at  Harrisville,  and  secured  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  place  and  Mowry  & Gofif’s 
English  and  Classical  School  at  Providence,  gradu- 
ating from  the  latter  in  1888.  He  then  entered 
his  father's  store  at  Harrisville  as  a clerk,  remain- 
ing there  until  January,  1891,  when  he  purchased 
the  grocery  store  at  (Dakland,  conducted  by  Rem- 
ington & Burbank,  his  father  being  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm.  Clinton  O.  Remington  conducted 
the  business  alone  and  with  marked  success  until  in 
July,  1904,  when,  because  of  the  pressure  of  his 
other  growing  business  interests,  he  disposed  of  it. 
He  held  the  office  of  postmaster  during  the  time 
of  his  ownership  of  the  store.  In  the  fall  of  1897 
i\Ir.  Remington  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  and 
has  now  built  up  a large  trade,  at  this  writing  keep- 
ing about  twenty  horses,  and  he  also  does  a pros- 
perous teaming  business.  For  some  time  he  oper- 
ated a sawmill,  and  later  added  lumber  and  coal 
to  his  business.  He  is  a well-known  dealer  in 
horses  and  cattle.  In  the  summer  of  1906,  Mr. 
Remington  opened  a fine  tract  of  real  estate  at 
Oakland,  known  as  Salisbury  Park,  which  he  has 
divided  into  house  lots.  He  has  in  past  years  built 
many  houses,  which  he  afterward  disposed  of,  he 
in  this  way  having  erected  every  house  but  one  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  street,  between  the  depots 
at  Oakland.  His  residence  is  the  former  home- 
stead of  David  S.  Salisbury,  and  in  early  years  was 
a tavern  stand. 

On  June  19,  1890,  Clinton  Owen  Remington 
was  married  at  Enfield,  to  Helen  Parker  Smith, 
born  June  i,  1867,  daughter  of  Henry  E.  and 
iMercy  J.  (Steere)  Smith,  a record  of  whose  life 
and  family  will  be  found  elsewhere.  To  this  mar- 
riage there  were  born:  IMartha  Smith,  July  15, 
1891;  Harold  Clinton,  Oct.  23,  1892;  Charlotte 
Owen,  March  23,  1894;  Louise,  Oct.  14,  1897 
(died  Sept.  3,  1898)  ; Helen  Rebecca,  born  Jan. 
3,  1902;  Alice  Mercy,  June  13,  1904;  and  Clinton 
Owen.  Jr.,  May  22,  1906.  Mr.  Remington  is  a 
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Republican  in  his  political  views,  but  takes  no 
interest  in  public  matters.  He  is  a member  of  no 
organizations  of  any  kind.  i\Ir.  Remington  is  a 
thorough  representative  of  the  energetic,  thrifty 
and  progressive  business  man. 

CADY.  The  Cady  family  of  New  England  is 
an  old  as  well  as  a distinguished  one,  the  first 
of  whom,  (I)  Nicholas  Cady,  appears  at  Watertown, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1645.  He  married  Judith, 
daughter  of  William  and  Priscilla  Knapp,  of 
W'atertown,  and  soon  thereafter  removed  to  Gro- 
ton, where  there  is  record  of  him  in  1668,  and 
where  he  was  a man  of  distinction  and  promi- 
nence, having  much  to  do  with  the  early  affairs  of 
that  community.  His  children  were : John,  born 
Jan.  15,  1650;  Judith,  Sept.  2,  1653;  James,  Aug. 
28,  1655;  Nicholas,  Aug.  2,  1657;  Daniel,  Nov. 

27,  1659;  Ezekiel,  June  14,  1662;  Nicholas  (2), 
Feb.  20,  1664;  Joseph,  May  28,  1666;  and  Aaron, 
in  1668. 

(II)  Joseph  Cady,  son  of  Nicholas,  born  May 

28,  1666,  married  Sarah,  and  their  children  of 
Massachusetts  birth  were;  Joseph,  born  in  Groton, 
Oct.  3,  1690;  Abigail,  June  22,  1695;  Isaac,  Jan. 
17,  1697;  James,  Nov.  22,  1699;  Stephen,  born 
June  16,  1701.  After  the  birth  of  his  fifth  child, 
Mr.  Cady  removed  to  the  Plantation  of  Connecti- 
cut, known  as  Killingly,  whence  nearly  all  of  his 
brothers  had  removed.  The  eldest,  John,  settled 
in  Canterbury,  in  1701,  as  did  Daniel,  who  bought 
land  there  in  1714,  and  died  in  1736,  and  Joseph, 
although  he  lived  in  Killingly,  also  owned  land  in 
that  place. 

(III)  Capt.  Jonathan  Cady  (probably  a son 
of  Joseph,  born  after  the  removal  to  Connecti- 
cut), of  the  town  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  was  made 
lieutenant  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Cady, 
of  the  nth  Conn.  Reg.,  on  May  18,  1774,  and  be- 
came a captain  in  Col.  Conant’s  regiment.  May 
25.  1779-  He  marched  with  his  company  to  West- 
chester, in  September,  1776,  and  was  pensioned  as 
a soldier  of  the  Revolution. 

(IV)  David  Cady,  son  of  Captain  Jonathan,  mar- 
ried Catherine,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Anstis 
(Holden)  Lippitt,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  and  Kill- 
ingly, Conn.  Moses  Lippitt  was  a soldier  and 
officer  of  the  Revolution  himself,  and  a brother  of 
the  distinguished  Christopher  Lippitt  of  Cranston, 
who  was  in  command  of  a regiment  in  the  Revo- 
lution and  later  commanded  a brigade  in  Rhode 
Island  when  the  French  troops  under  Rochambeau 
were  stationed  at  Newport.  Of  the  children  of 
David,  there  was  a son,  David,  who  married  Sarah 
Baker,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ann  W.  (Baker) 
Henshaw,  he  a son  of  John  Henshaw,  of  Newport, 
who  was  a second  lieutenant  in  Capt.  John  W ar- 
ner’s  company.  Col.  Robert  Elliott’s  regiment  of 
artillery,  serving  two  years  from  iMarch  16,  1779. 

(Ill)  David  Cady,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 


in  Connecticut  in  about  September,  1703,  and  in 
1723-24  married  Hannah  Whitmore,  and  their  chil- 
dren were : Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  Culler ; 
Hannah,  who  married  Ebenezer  Gay;  Joseph,  who 
married  Zerriah  Hosmer ; Bridget,  who  married 
John  Arnold,  of  Mansfield,  Conn.;  Alice,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  Allen ; Isaac,  who  married  Sabra 
Green;  David;  Jerusha,  who  married  Cornelius 
Adams;  Mary  (Molly),  who  married  Asa  Culler; 
Thankful,  who  never  married ; and  Jonathan,  who 
married  Rebecca  Cady,  daughter  of  Benjamin. 

(IV)  David  Cady  (2),  son  of  David,  was  born 
Feb.  10,  1743,  and  married  when  about  twenty- 
one  years  old,  Mary  Sprague.  Their  children 
were : Zadoc,  who  married  Lucy  Little,  of  Kill- 
ingly, and  had  sons,  Artemus  and  Isaac ; Jona- 
than, who  married  Jerusha  Messinger,  and  had 
children,  Harriet,  David  and  Edwin.  David  Cady 
(2)  married  (second),  Jan.  5,  1769,  Lois  Cleve- 
land, daughter  of  Deacon  Josiah  Cleveland,  of 
Canterbury. 

Deacon  Josiah  Cleveland  was  the  father  of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  by  his  first  mar- 
riage, and  three  children  by  his  second.  He  was  a 
man  of  much  prominence  and  had  a fine  farm  near 
Canterbury.  His  physical  bearing  was  striking,  as 
he  was  tall,  erect  and  dignified.  He  was  widely 
known  for  his  great  opposition  to  the  controversy 
then  (in  the  i8th  century)  existing  between  Church 
and  State.  His  sons  were : Meres,  who  became  a 
resident  of  Virginia,  where  he  left  descendants  ; and 
Josiah,  who  was  a colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  died  while  attending  a celebration  at 
Bunker  Hill  monument  in  1843. 

The  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  David 
and  Lois  (Cleveland)  Cady  were:  (i)  Jo- 
seph married  Lucy  Hutchins,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Silas,  of  Killingly,  and  had  children,  Cleveland, 
David,  Knight,  Henry,  John  C.,  Horace,  Chauncey 
and  Lucy;  by  a second  marriage  Joseph  had  one 
daughter,  Julia.  (2)  Mary  (Polly)  married 
Zadoc  Spaulding,  of  Killingly,  and  had  seven  sons 
and  five  daughters.  (3)  Josiah  married  Chloe 
Hutchins,  daughter  of  Isaac  Hutchins,  of  Killingly, 
and  had  these  children;  JMary,  Francis,  Clarissa, 
Isaac,  Lois  and  Mary.  (4)  David  (3)  is  men- 
tioned below.  (5)  James  Hervey  married  Sarah 
Howard,  and  had  these  children : Howard  Cleve- 
land, who  became  prominent  in  New  VYrk  City; 
and  James  Hervey,  Jr.,  who  died  in  infancy.  (6) 
Sally  married  Royal  Martin,  of  Hampton,  Conn., 
and  had  two  children,  James  Hervey  and  Emily  L. 
Lois  (Cleveland)  Cady,  mother  of  the  foregoing 
children,  died  May  20,  1790.  She  was  a lady  of 
superior  intellect,  and  in  an  article  written  during 
her  life  it  is  said  of  her:  “She  is  a woman  truly 
intellectual  and  a woman  of  thought  : of  keen  and 
penetrating  perception,  and  of  much  knowledge  of 
human  nature.”  She  w^as  above  medium  height 
and  had  dark  hair  and  eyes.  Soon  after  her  mar- 
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riage  she  became  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  South  Killingly,  and  possessed  "spiritual 
gifts  of  a high  order." 

David  Cad)  was  married 

dia  Young,  who  bore  him  the  tollowmg 
children : Dois,  who  married  Edmond  Rotter,  of 
Scituate,  R.  L,  and  had  one  son,  David;  Lydia,  who 
married  Elisha  Rotter,  brother  of  Edmond,  and 
had  two  daughters  and  one  son ; Katherine,  who 
married  \\  ilham  Rotter,  of  Roster,  R.  1.,  and  had 
SIX  children;  and  ^iyra,  who  married  John 
\\  heeler  Hill,  and  became  a resident  of  New 
York.  David  Cady  (2J  was  a man  of  unusual 
stability  and  character.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
mason  and  was  employed  in  that  line  in  addition 
to  farming.  He  was  of  medium  stature,  heavily 
built,  of  splendid  physical  development,  and  there 
are  many  trauitions  extant  concerning  his  great 
strength  and  endurance.  His  obituary  notices  be- 
speak him  a man  of  much  religious  fervor.  He 
was  quick  to  commend  a service,  and  equally  so  to 
resent  a wrong.  His  charities  and  pnilanthropy 
were  widespread,  and  he  did  nuicli  lor  the  poor 
and  afflicted.  He  died  suddenly,  April  ly,  1807. 

(\')  David  Cady  (3),  son  of  David  {2),  and 
grandson  of  David  (ij,  was  born  Nov.  y,  1778, 
and  died  April  8,  1840.  Un  Aug.  14,  1800,  he 
married  Roxanna,  born  Eeb.  y,  1783,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Shubael  ilutchins ; she  died  Eeb.  13,  1821. 
Their  children  were;  Shubael  Hutchins;  Caro- 
line Ruhamah,  born  Alarch  13,  1808,  died  in  1873; 
David  Cleveland,  born  Oct.  2y,  i8oy,  died  in  18OO, 
removed  in  early  manhood  to  Texas,  where  he  was 
captain  of  militia  and  a man  of  prominence  and 
where  he  remained  until  his  death;  Roxanna 
Louise,  born  Dec.  30,  1810,  died  April  30,  1811; 
Avis  Maria,  born  yiay  7,  1812,  died  June  lO,  1812; 
yiary  Ann  Hutchins,  born  Dec.  i,  1814,  died  Nov. 
2,  1832;  Trances  Adeline,  born  April  17,  i8iy, 
died  Eeb.  10,  1825;  and  Roxanna  H.  died  in 
youth.  David  Cady  (3)  was  largely  engaged  in 
the  M est  Indian  trade  and  was  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Cady  & Rrown.  He  was  a man  of 
(luiet  disposition  and  of  many  sterling  qualities. 

Shubael  Hutchins,  father  of  Roxanna,  was  a 
descendant  of  Nicholas  Hutchins,  the  first  of  the 
family  in  America,  who  came  in  1670  from  Gro- 
ton, England,  the  line  being  through  John,  son  of 
Nicholas,  and  Ezra,  the  father  of  Shubael.  Shu- 
bael Hutchins  was  born  July  22,  I75y,  and  mar- 
ried yiay  ly,  1782,  Avis,  daughter  of  William 
Rorden,  a sea  captain,  she  born  yiarch  25,  1763. 
do  them  were  born:  Roxanna,  born  Eeb.  y,  1783; 
Clarissa  IT,  Jan.  10,  1785;  Nabby,  Jan.  4,  1786; 
Avis,  Jan.  28,  1788  (married  Roswell  Whitmore, 
of  Killingly.  Conn.);  Ruhamah,  Jan.  ly,  lyyo; 
I’olly,  Dec.  18.  I7y2;  Shubael,  June  17,  I7y6;  Ruth, 
Aug.  6,  1798:  William  Ik  and  Rreserved,  Feb. 
8,  1802:  and  Mariah  L.,  March  28,  1803. 

(\  I)  Shubael  Hutchins  Cady,  son  of  David 
(3),  was  born  Feb.  3.  1806,  at  Killingly,  Conn. 


His  mother  dying  when  he  was  a youth,  he  soon 
thereafter  came  to  Rrovidence,  R.  T,  where  he  at- 
tended school  for  a time.  When  al)out  fourteen 
years  of  age  he,  like  many  other  youths  of  that 
day,  sought  a seafaring  life.  This  became  his  life 
work,  and  he  arose  to  the  position  of  captain  and 
part  owner  of  ocean  vessels.  He  was  a man  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  of  vast  industry 
and  strict  integrity.  He  was  the  founder  of  the 
Squantum  Club  and  for  many  years  its  president 
and  treasurer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
June,  1883,  the  Providence  Journal,  of  June  4, 
1883,  said  editorially;  "Capt.  Shubael  Cady,  one 
of  our  venerable  citizens,  and  widely  known  as 
‘King’  of  the  Squantum  Clulq  died  yesterday,  aged 
seventy-seven  yOars.’’ 

The  following  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Cap- 
tain Cady  were  passed  by  the  officers  of  the  Home 
for  Agecl  iMen,  at  their  monthlv  meeting,  held  lime 

4M883: 

"I^esolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Capt.  Shubael 
H.  Cady,  the  trustees  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Men 
are  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  earnest,  devoted 
and  useful  friend  of  this  institution. 

“Resolved,  That  this  board  will  ever  hold  in 
precious  memory  the  faithful  services  and  wise 
counsels  of  the  deceased,  during  the  years  in 
which,  as  an  associate,  he  discharged  the  duties 
assigned  him. 

“Resolved,  That  this  board  desires  to  express 
to  the  bereaved  family  of  Captain  Cady  their  heart- 
felt sympathy  in  this  their  great  sorrow,  and  to 
commend  to  them  the  consolations  to  be  drawn 
from  the  example  of  a worthy  life  and  the  hopes 
of  the  immortal  future. 

• “Resolved,  That  as  a token  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  departed  associate  this  board  will 
attend  his  funeral. 

“I'icsolved,  That  the  secretary  is  hereby  directed 
to  transmit  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  that  the  same  be 
placed  on  the  records  of  the  board." 

Shubael  Hutchins  Cady  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, Aug.  24,  1835,  to  Sarah  R>.  Hamlin,  born 
Fell.  6.  1812,  daughter  of  M’illiam  and  Eliza 
(R.owcn)  Hamlin,  and  to  this  union  there  were 
born  children  as  follows;  M’illiam  Ik,  born  July 
14.  1836.  died  Oct.  31,  1839:  John  Hamlin,  born 
Feb.  y.  1838;  Charles  David,  born  in  iNIarch.  1840. 
died  April  10.  1873  ; and  Walter  blutchins,  born 
i\lay  6.  1845.  ‘^^'0(1  Dec.  12.  1870. 

(\TI)  JoHX  Ha.mlix  Cadv.  only  living  child 
of  Capt.  Shubael  H.  and  Sarali  Ik  ( biamlin ) Cady, 
was  liorn  Feb.  9.  1838.  in  Rrovidence.  R.  I.,  and 
received  his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  city,  finishing  his  education  at  high 
school.  For  some  years  he  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  latter's  enterprise,  but  later  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  grocery  Inisiness,  which  he 
continued  with  much  success  until  his  retirement 
in  1880.  since  which  time  he  has  given  his  entire 
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attention  to  looking-  after  his  extensive  private 
interests. 

On  Feb.  17,  1H74,  i\lr.  John  Hamlin  Cady  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Hiss  Alary  Tal)hitha 
Eddy,  danghter  of  Captain  Daniel  l’>.  Eddy,  of 
Somerset,  Mass.  To  this  union  there  have  been 
horn  three  children,  Walter  Guyton,  William 
Hamlin  and  John  Hutchins. 

(X'lII)  \Valtkr  Guytox  C-M)V  was  born  Dec. 
10,  1874,  and  after  attending-  the  schools  of  his 
native  city,  entered  Brown  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated,  ancl  later  he  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  Berlin,  Germany.  He  was  married  July 

3,  1903.  to  Katherin  Olive  Aliller,  daughter  of  Dr. 
\\'illoughby  D.  Miller,  of  Berlin,  Germany,  and 
they  have  one  son,  W'illoughby  Aliller,  born  Jan. 

4,  1907.  Dr.  Cady  is  a resident  of  Aliddletown, 
Conn.,  and  is  a member  of  the  faculty  of  Wesleyan 
University. 

(\'III)  W'lLLi.VM  Havilin  C.vdy,  the  second  son, 
was  born  July  8,  1877,  and  \vas  graduated  from 
Brown  in  1898.  He  is  a chemist,  and  is  in  business 
in  I’rovidence. 

(\’I1I)  John  Hutchins  Cady,  the  third  son, 
born  Jan.  17,  1881,  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  with  the  class  of  1903,  and  is 
now  (1908)  completing  his  education  in  Paris, 
Erance. 

SAAl  WARREN  LEWIS,  late  proprietor  of 
Beechwood  Farm,  at  Apponaug,  town  of  Warwick, 
died  Oct.  i,  1907.  He  had  devoted  thirty-five 
years  of  his  life  to  the  nursery  business,  and  was 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  that  line  in  the 
State.  He  was  a native  of  Washington  county, 
R.  L,  born  at  Pine  Hill,  town  of  Exeter,  April  22, 

1844- 

(I)  John  Lewis  is  credited  with  having  come 
from  England  in  company  with  his  four  brothers 
in  the  early  settlement  of  this  country,  locating  in 
what  is  now  W'esterly,  R.  I. ; his  brothers  are  said 
to  have  located  near  P>oston.  John  is  of  record  in 
Westerly  in  1661,  and  was  made  a freeman  of  the 
town  in  1668.  He  died  in  1690  in  Pawcatuck,  and 
was  buried  just  below  the  village  of  Westerly,  near 
the  road  leading  to  Watch  Hill.  His  children  were: 
Jonathan,  John,  Daniel,  James,  David,  Lsrael, 
Samuel  and  Dorcas,  several  of  whom  remained 
with  their  father. 

(II)  Daniel  Lewis,  son  of  John,  became  the 
first  settler  in  that  part  of  Westerly  which  be- 
came Hopkinton,  about  1704,  purchasing  thirty 
acres  of  land  July  14th  of  that  year.  He  married 
Alarv  Alaxson,  daughter  of  John  and  Alary 
(A tosher)  Alaxson.  He  was  a fuller  by  trade,  and 
carried  on  his  business,  where  in  1876  stood  the 
Laurel  Glenn  Alill,  or  very  near  there.  He  built 
the  first  dam  at  that  point,  and  for  many  years 
carried  on  a thriving  I)usiness  for  the  times.  He 
was  a straightforward,  firm  and  energetic  man ; 
was  a member  of  the  hirst  Seventh  Day  Baptist 


Church  in  Hopkinton.  He  was  deputy  in  1711 
and  1714.  He  died  in  1718,  and  his  widow  passed 
away  in  1721.  Their  children  were:  J(din,  Jona- 
than, Mary,  Dorcas,  Daniel  and  Hannah. 

(Ill)  Jonathan  Lewis,  son  of  Daniel  and 

Alar}-  (Ala.xson),  married  Sarah  , and  their 

chiklren  of  Exeter  town  record  were:  Daniel, 
born  July  12,  1745;  John,  born  Xov.  10,  174L; 
Jean,  born  Aug.  29,  1748;  Jonathan,  born  Aug. 

15,  1752;  Benjamin,  born  April  9.  1755;  and 
Joseph,  horn  April  7.  1750.  The  eldest  two  were 
born  in  Richmond,  and  the  others  in  Ifxeter,  Rhode 
Island. 

( I\’)  Daniel  Lewis,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  in 
1745,  married  (first)  Alarch  2T,  1770,  Lydia  Bar- 
ber, their  marriage  I)eing  of  Exeter  town  record, 
and  (second)  Jan.  12,  1780,  Alary  Hamilton,  of 
East  or  West  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  their  marriage 
being  of  West  Greenwich  town  record.  The  chil- 
dren of  Daniel  and  Lydia  were:  Isaiah,  horn  Oct. 

16,  1772;  Aloses,  h'eh.  12,  1774:  Simon,  June  21. 
1776;  and  Anna,  Alarch  10,  1777.  Those  born  of 
the  second  marriage  were:  Lydia,  horn  Oct.  19, 
1780;  Alary,  Aug.  2,  1782;  Freeborn,  Aug.  6,  1784; 
and  Daniel,  Ai>ril  4,  1785. 

(A")  Simon  Lewis,  son  of  Daniel  and  Lydia, 
born  June  21,  1776.  was  a rake  maker  by  occupa- 
tion. He  also  owned  and  operated  land  in  the 
town  of  Richmond  where  the  later  years  of  his 
life  were  .spent,  and  where  he  and  his  wife  died. 
On  Sept.  30,  1798,  he  married  Rhoda,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Wood,  and  their  children  were:  Warren 
Gardner,  .Azieh  Lydia,  Thomas,  Rhoda  A.,  Jo- 
sei)h  \W,  Eleanm',  Alary  and  Simon. 

(VT)  A\'arrcn  Gardner  Lewis,  son  of  Simon 
and  Rhoda,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ifxeter.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  ]dace,  worked  on 
the  home  farm  for  some  time,  and  then  came  to 
Warwick,  renting  a house  near  Oakland  Beach, 
and  opening  a store.  He  later  kejit  a store  in 
the  village  of  Crompton,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Exeter,  where  he  settled  on  the  farm  owned  by 
Samuel  Reynolds,  his  father-in-law,  in  Willow 
A'alley.  This  was  a tract  of  forty  acres,  and  on  it 
he  S])cnt  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  toll- 
gate  kee])er  on  the  New  London  turn]iike  for  fortv 
Years.  He  died  in  t888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
vears.  He  was  a stanch  supporter  of  Dorr,  and 
was  a Democrat  all  his  life.  He  held  a number  of 
local  offices,  among  them  justice  of  the  peace,  mem- 
ber of  the  town  council,  etc.  By  his  first  wife, 
Clarissa  Ellis,  Air.  Lewis  had  two  children: 
Jacob:  and  Lucinda,  who  married  Godfrey  Aloffett. 
a manufacturer  at  Newport.  Both  arc  deceased. 
I'or  his  second  wife  Air.  Lewis  married  Amy  Rey- 
nolds, daughter  of  Samuel  and  Deborah  (Lilli- 
bridge)  Reynolds,  and  she  died  and  was  buried 
in  AA’ood  River  cemetery.  To  this  marriage  were 
born : Esther  C.,  who  married  Samuel  S.  L.  Eng- 
land. of  Richmond,  R.  I.:  Simon,  who  died  young: 
Sam  AA'arren ; AA'illiam  A.,  who  resides  in  Rich- 
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111011(1;  Tolin  C..  a farmer  in  Warwick;  Amy  D., 
of  Lancaster,  N.  H. ; and  two  that  died  in  ni- 
fanev. 

(VII)  Sam  Warren  Lewis,  son  of  Warren 
Gardner,  attended  tlie  district  schools  in  Exeter 
and  Richmond,  and  remained  at  home  assisting  his 
father  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He 
then  became  foreman  on  the  farm  of  Judge  Charles 
S.  Rradley,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  now  Lincoln, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  Accepting  a 
position  with  Da\dd  and  Silas  Moore,  nurserymen 
of  Rrovidence.  he  began  a line  which  he  continued 
as  long  as  he  lived,  and  in  which  he  met  with  much 
success.  He  remained  with  Messrs.  Aloore  seven 
vears,  three  of  which  he  was  foreman.  In  1876 
lie  began  business  on  his  own  account,  on  Hait- 
ford  avenue,  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  now  in  the 
annexed  district  of  Providence,  and  there  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  years  he  carried  on  the  nursery 
business,  building  it  up  through  his  industry  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  work,  and  he  became 
one  of  the  leading  nursery  men  in  the  State,  ship- 
ping large  quantities  of  stock  to  England,  Japan, 
Canada,  and  as  far  over  the  United  States  as  the 
Pacific  coast.  In  1902,  because  of  poor  health,  he 
sold  out  his  business  at  Olneyville,  and  bought  the 
Peechwood  Farm  near  Apponaug,  a tract  of  forty 
acres  formerly  owned  by  the  Hall  family,  and  here 
he  continued  in  the  growing  of  fruit  and  in  the 
nursery  business.  He  planted  over  1,000  fruit  trees, 
and  made  improvements  in  the  place  in  the  way  of 
buildings,  etc.  He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Horticultural  Society. 

In  politics  Air.  Lewis  was  a Democrat,  but 
cared  little  or  nothing  about  his  personal  participa- 
tion in  public  affairs.  In  1869  he  married  (first) 
Alary  R.  Lillibridge,  who  was  born  in  Exeter, 
daughter  of  Lyman  R.  and  Anna  G.  Lillibridge. 
d'o  this  union  came  one  child,  Sam  N.,  who  died 
in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Adr. 
Lewis  welded  Anna  AI.  Lewis,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Alary  C.  Sweet,  and  widow  of  Gideon 
H.  Lewis.  Air.  Lewis  was  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  in  the  community  in  which  he  resided. 

CHARLES  A.  WILSON,  United  States  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  Rhode  Island,  is  one  of  the 
]n-ominent  successful  practitioners  in  the  Federal 
and  State  Courts  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  many 
years  has  occupied  a leading  position  at  the  Rhode 
island  Bar  as  an  advocate  and  counselor.  General 
Wilson  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Alexico,  Oxford 
county,  Alaine,  and  the  son  of  Philander  Salisbury 
and  Janette  Ayers  (Fairbanks)  Wilson. 

His  father  was  a farmer  and  a poor  man  of 
large  family,  and  Air.  Wilson’s  life  as  a boy  was 
uneventful,  like  that  of  the  majority  of  farmer  boys 
in  remote  rural  communities.  At  school  he  was  a 
scholar  of  marked  distinction,  and  he  completed 
his  studies  and  graduated  at  the  high  school  in  the 
town  of  Dixfield.  Determining  upon  the  legal  pro- 


fession as  his  life  work,  he  studied  law  with  Hon. 
Isaac  Randall,  of  Dixfield,  and  after  a short  stay 
among  relatives  of  his  mother  in  Vermont,  he 
came  to  Rhode  Island,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Bar  in  1875.  He  came  to  Provi- 
dence a stranger  and  poor,  and  started  out  to  make 
friends  and  find  enough  business  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together.  Business  came  slowl}',  and  the 
young  man  had  plenty  of  time  to  perfect  himself 
in  the  few  law  books  that  stood  in  a little  old  book- 
case which  he  had  purchased  in  a second  hand 
bookstore  for  six  dollars. 

General  Wilson  fully  appreciates  and  acknowl- 
edges the  helpful  friendship  of  Hugh  Hammell, 
long  since  deceased,  who  was  the  janitor  of  Butler 
Exchange,  and  who,  taking  a great  interest  in  the 
young  man,  brought  to  his  office  many  clients  with 
small  cases.  General  Wilson  takes  great  pleasure, 
also,  in  acknowledging  the  helpful  friendship  of 
James  A!.  Ripley,  Esq.,  of  the  Providence  Bar.  He 
says,  “I  regard  Air.  Ripley  as  the  most  helpful 
friend  of  my  business  life.”  Air.  Ripley  had  be- 
come very  much  impressed  by  Air.  Wilson’s  con- 
duct of  a number  of  minor  cases,  and  associated 
him  with  Thurston  & Ripley  in  one  of  the  most 
important  will  cases  that  had  for  many  years  been 
tried  in  Rhode  Island — the  “Swartz  Will  Case.” 
The  contestants,  for  whom  Air.  Wilson  appeared, 
were  successful,  and  he  won  his  first  substantial 
fee  and  made  many  friends  and  clients.  From  this 
point  in  his  career  his  clientele  constantly  in- 
creased, and  after  waiting  nearly  ten  years,  many 
of  these  filled  with  discouragements,  he  found  him- 
self established  in  a good  practice  in  all  the  courts 
of  the  State.  Later  on  he  associated  himself  with 
Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  Esq.,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilson  & Jenckes,  and  for  years  they  were  con- 
cerned in  much  important  litigation,  remaining  to- 
gether until  January,  1898,  when  General  Wilson 
assumed  the  duties  of  United  States  District  At- 
torney for  Rhode  Island.  He  by  no  means  con- 
fined himself  to  criminal  practice,  yet  in  that  branch 
of  his  profession  he  defended  many  notable  cases 
and  was  singularly  successful. 

It  is  probable  that  no  other  lawyer  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar  has  been  engaged  in  the  defense  of  so 
many  capital  cases.  These  include  State  vs.  Brown 
for  murder ; State  vs.  Goyette ; the  defense  of 
Dora  Avery,  charged  with  willfully  poisoning  all 
the  inmates  of  a house  of  prostitution ; State  vs. 
Skuse ; and  the  defense  of  State  vs.  Amos  D.  Pal- 
mer for  the  murder  of  his  wife.  This  last  case 
is  ])robably  one  of  the  most  notable  criminal  cases 
that  has  been  tried  in  New  England  in  many  years. 
Air.  Wilson  was  also  interested  in  the  defense  of 
many  other  cases  almost  as  prominent  as  those  just 
mentioned  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  in 
which  he  appeared  as  senior  counsel.  Although 
he  has  achieved  distinction  for  his  capable  handling 
of  this  class  of  cases,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  his 
practice  has  been  in  the  civil  branches  of  his  pro- 
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fcssion,  and  herein  his  snccessfnl  qualities  as  a 
lawyer  are  no  less  marked. 

It  is  proper  in  this  connection  to  make  a 
quotation  from  a memorandum  heretofore  jiub- 
lished  with  regard  to  General  Wilson.  “His  civil 
practice  in  Rhode  Island  has  been  extensive,  and 
be  has  been  identified  with  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant cases  in  the  history  of  the  litigation  of  the 
State  since  his  admission  to  the  Bar.  For  many 
years  he  was  counsel  for  the  Republican  party 
and  argued  a greater  part  of  the  cases  growing 
out  of  election  disputes  and  controversy  over 
the  election  laws.  Constitutional  questions  were 
frequently  involved,  notably  the  case  to  test  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Newport  Police  Commis- 
sion Act,  a piece  of  legislation  similar  to  that 
under  which  the  Providence  Police  Commission 
was  appointed.  In  his  practice  he  has  been  emi- 
nently successful.” 

General  Wilson  is  serving  his  third  term  as 
United  States  District  Attorney.  The  office  came 
to  him  unsought,  and  while  for  years  it  was  re- 
garded as  a sinecure,  it  must  now  be  taken  out  of 
that  category.  The  business  in  every  department 
of  the  Government  has  increased  and  the  work  of 
the  District  Attorney’s  office  has  now  become 
large  and  important.  Gen.  Wilson  is  a powerful 
and  effective  speaker,  with  a habit  of  expression 
original  and  striking.  In  the  judgment  of  human 
character  he  has  always  shown  himself  a master, 
and  his  examination  of  witnesses  shows  how 
quickly  and  keenly  he  reads  character.  He  writes 
with  terseness  and  his  style  is  vigorous.  He  is 
possessed  of  a fine  literary  library.  He  is  do- 
mestic in  his  habits  and  enjoys  books.  Since  bis 
appointment  by  President  McKinley  as  United 
States  Attorney,  in  1898,  he  has  often  done  the 
work  of  two  men,  and  apparently  carries  his  great 
responsibility  with  ease.  He  is  a painstaking  law- 
yer in  the  preparation  Of  his  cases,  and  his  conduct 
of  a case  in  court  is  marked  by  skill  that  shows 
singular  ability  of  concentration  and  a shrewd  fore- 
casting of  possibilities.  He  has  a rare  gift  of 
orderly  and  concise  arrangement  in  an  argument 
so  essential  to  the  success  of  a lawyer.  General 
Wilson  is  one  of  the  most  genial  companions  and 
has  a host  of  friends  in  all  circles  of  social,  legal 
and  political  life.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  he  is  proud  of  this  fact — and  he  has 
never  found  it  necessary  to  desert  the  party  of 
Lincoln,  Grant,  Garfield  and  McKinley,  in  order 
to  assist  in  its  reformation.  He  served  for  sev- 
eral years  as  a member  of  the  city  council  of 
Providence,  and  as  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. He  was  a colonel  on  the  staff  of  Gov. 
George  Peabody  Wetmore;  was  Judge  Advocate- 
General  of  the  State  for  eleven  years,  resigning 
that  office  to  become  United  States  District  At- 
torney. He  was  selected  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Commissioners  to  preside  on  Rhode  Island  day  at 
the  Pan-American  Exposition  in  Buffalo.  Fra- 


ternally he  is  a Mason  and  affiliated  with  Doric 
Lodge. 

General  Wilson  is  married  but  has  no  children. 
He  resides  with  his  wife  in  a lovely  home  in  that 
beautiful  suburban  district  known  as  Warwick 
Neck.  He  is  a direct  descendant  on  his  mother's 
side  from  Jonathan  Fairbanks,  whose  historic  home 
still  stands  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  the  propertv  of  the 
Fairbanks  Association,  consequently  he  is  a not 
remote  relative  of  Charles  W.  Fairbanks,  the  pres- 
ent \hce-President  of  the  United  States.  . 

ANTHONY.  The  Anthony  family  of  which 
George  Anthony  and  Robert  Wilcox  Antbony,  and 
the  latter’s  brother,  William  Wilcox  Anthony,  of 
I’ortsmouth,  are  descendants,  is  one  of  the  early 
settled  families  of  the  State,  and  its  records  show 
a long  list  of  honorable  and  useful  citizens. 

(I)  John  Anthony,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of 
the  American  branch  of  the  family,  was  born  near  ’ 
London,  England,  in  1607,  and  came  to  the  New 
World  on  the  barque  “Hercules’’  in  1634;  located 
in  Portsmouth  in  1640;  at  what  is  known  as  Wad- 
ing River  in  1644.  His  death  occurred  in  1675. 
He  was  the  father  of  four  children. 

(H)  Abraham  Anthony,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Portsmouth.  On  Dec.  26,  1671,  he  married  Alice 
Wodell,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Wodell, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children. 
He  died  Oct.  10,  1727,  and  she  passed  away  in 
1734.  He  held  many  offices  of  trust  in  Ports- 
mouth. 

(HI)  Mhlliam  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  Oct.  31,  1675,  and  on  March  14,  1694-95, 
married  Mary  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  John 
Coggeshall. 

(IV)  Abraham  Anthony,  son  of  William,  was 
born  Sept.  26,  1696.  In  Swansea,  Mass.,  Feb.  7, 
1716-17,  he  married  Elizabeth  Gray,  and  some  of 
their  children  were  born  in  Swansea  and  some  in 
Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 

(V)  Jonathan  Anthony,  son  of  Abraham  and 
Elizabeth  (Gray)  Anthony,  was  born  Jan.  12,  1733, 
in  Portsmouth.  He  married  Elizabeth  Gould,  and 
they  became  residents  of  Middletown,  where  he 
died  in  1774.  His  widow  survived  until  Dec.  13, 
1812,  when  she  was  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Gould.  To  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  Anthony  were 
born  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

(VI)  Gould  Anthony,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Gould)  Anthony,  was  born  in  Middle- 
town  Sept.  30,  1759,  and  was  twice  married.  On 
March  10,  1785,  he  wedded  Abigail  Headly,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Headly,  of  Portsmouth.  To  this  mar- 
riage came  one  child.  Jonathan,  born  in  IMiddle- 
town,  Dec.  26,  1785.  He  married  (second)  March 
16,  1794,  Bathsheba  Chadwick,  of  Newport,  and 
they  had  one  son,  Jacob  Gould,  born  iMarch  6.  1797. 

(VH)  Jonathan  Anthony,  son  of  Gould  and 
Abigail  (Headly)  Anthony,  was  born  Dec.  26. 
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178^,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town  of 
Hid'dletown.  He  made  farming  his  life  occupa- 
tion. and  owned  and  operated  a tract  in  South 
Portsmouth,  where  he  spent  his  active  years,  and 
where  he  died  and  was  l)uried.  He  was  a man 
well-known  and  much  esteemed,  taking  an  active 
part  in  town  and  county  aftairs,  and  always  look- 
ing to  the  progress  and  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munitx'.  irle  tlied  Dec.  18,  1870.  In  the  J)a])tist 
Church,  at  Newport,  he  was  married  by  the  Rev. 
.Michael  Iwldy,  CX't.  27,  1805.  to  Rachel  Church, 
born  .\pril  i.  1782.  in  Little  Compton.  R.  1..  daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  Church,  of  Little  Compton.  They  had 
seven  children:  Reuben,  born  Feb.  y,  1808;  Peter, 
born  Feb.  0,  1810;  Caleb,  born  .\pril  8,  1812; 
.Martha,  born  .March  12,  1814;  .\bby,  born  Feb.  26, 
1816;  Could,  born  .March  16.  1819;  and  Joseph, 
born  lulv  15.  1823. 

(\'Hi)  Could  .\nthony,  son  of  Jonathan,  born 
at  Portsmouth  iMarch  16,  18  ly.  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town.  In  his  early  life 
he  followed  farming,  but  feeling  that  he  was  called 
upon  to  work  in  the  Masters  cause,  he  enteied  the 
ministrv  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  the  preaching  of  the  Cospel. 
He  had  charges  in  several  towns  in  Connecticut, 
chietiv  in  Scotlaiul  and  Windham,  and  also  in 
Westport,  Mass.,  where  his  latter  life  was  spent. 
He  did  great  work  for  his  Church,  and  was  an 
■especiallv  strong  advocate  of  temperance.  His 
death  occurred  Nov.  ly,  iy02,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years,  eight  months  and  three  days,  and 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Cnion  cemetery  in  L’orts- 
month.  He  commanded  the  respect  of  all  men,  be- 
cause like  Chaucer's  good  man  of  religion  "he 
preached  but  first  he  practised  it  himself.  On 
Ian.  I,  1844.  he  married  .\nnie  E.  Chace,  who  was 
born  in  Middletown,  daughter  of  Capt.  James 
Chace.  She  died  .April  26,  1855,  aged  forty-two 
vears,  and  he  married  (second)  Rhoda  Porden,  of 
\\  estport,  where  she  died.  I'  cnir  children  were 
born  to  his  first  marriage;  James  and  .Ann  Eliza- 
beth, who  both  died  in  infancy;  Edward  Edmunds, 
of  Newport;  and  George. 

(IX)  George  .Vnthoxv,  youngest  son  of  Rev. 
Gould  .Anthony,  was  born  .April  17,  1855.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  ])ublic  schools  of 
Portsmouth,  and  at  an  early  age  lie  began  work  at 
farming  with  his  father,  and  later  with  Robert 
Wilco.x.  of  Portsmouth,  and  with  the  latter  he  con- 
tinued until  he  started  out  for  himself.  His  life 
work  has  been  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
and  dairying  on  one  of  the  oldest  farms  in  South 
Portsmouth.  He  has  made  many  improvemeuts, 
and  by  hard  work  and  strict  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness. he  has  won  a well-merited  prosperit}-.  The 
house  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town,  and  the  only 
one  that  has  fire  chimneys  in  it.  He  is  very  do- 
me.'^tic  Jn-  his  tastes  and  has  taken  great  pride  in 
educating  his  children.  Like  his  father  he  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  tem})erance,  and  he  always  sup- 


ports the  Prohibition  party.  For  over  seventeen 
years  he  has  been  a deacon  in  the  Christian  Church 
of  Portsmouth,  and  for  a long  time  has  been  the 
teacher  of  the  Ifible  class.  In  .Middletown,  he  mar- 
ried (first)  Lucy  Coggeshall.  born  in  Middletown, 
daughter  of  the  late  George  C.  Coggeshall,  and  the 
one  child  of  this  union  was  Mary,  who  married 
I'rank  W’.  Wheeler,  a merchant  at  Rristol  b'erry, 
Portsmouth.  Airs.  .Anthony  died  Oct.  6,  1883.  in 
the  twenty-ninth  year  of  her  age,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Cnion  cemetery  at  Portsmouth.  He  married 
(second)  Dec.  23.  1885,  Fllie  .Maria  Coggeshall, 
born  in  Portsmouth,  daughter  of  M'illiam  E.  and 
Alartha  Coggeshall.  To  this  union  have  come 
children  as  follows;  Gould,  at  home,  who  attended 
the  Industrial  School  at  Newport ; William  Cogge- 
shall, who  graduated  from  the  Rogers  high  school, 
of  Newport,  and  is' now  a student  at  Rrown  ; and 
( ieorge,  a student  in  the  grammar  school  at  New- 
I^ort. 

( \TH)  Joseph  .Anthony,  youngest  son  of  Jona- 
than, born  at  Portsmouth  July  15,  1823,  was  edu 
cated  in  his  native  town,  and  he  made  farming  his 
chief  occupation  through  life.  In  the  early  sixties 
he  opened  a store  near  his  farm  in  South  L’orts- 
mouth,  and  for  several  years  carried  on  a mercan- 
tile business  successfully.  He  was  appointed,  in 
1866,  lyv  President  Johnson  postmaster  of  South 
Portsmouth,  succeeding  William  Henry  Gifford, 
and  this  office  he  held  fourteen  years  to  the  gen- 
eral satisfaction  of  the  pul)lic.  .After  giving  up  the 
mercantile  business  he  continued,  to  operate  hi.'- 
fifty-acre  tract,  which  has  been  in  the  family  name 
over  one  hundred  years,  and  which  it  was  his 
pride  to  keep  in  perfect  condition.  He  s]ient  his 
latter  years  all  in  farming,  and  he  died  Oct.  29. 
1886,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Union  cemetery.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  (|uite  active  in  its 
work.  He  was  always  a consistent  Republican, 
and  he  served  as  trustee  of  school  district  No.  i. 
and  was  also  assessor  for  damages  done  by  dogs 
in  Portsmouth.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
Oakland  Lodge,  No.  32,  I.  O.  C).  F.,  of  Ports- 
mouth. In  New4)ort  he  married  Caroline  Wilcox, 
born  in  Newport,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Hannah 
(Slocum)  Wilco.x.  of  Portsmouth:  she  died  Jul_\- 
27,  lyoT,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  w-as  buried 
in  Union  cemetery.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them;  (T)  Robert  M'ilcox,  mentioned  below;  (2) 
A\’illiam  M’ilcox,  who  resides  on  the  homestead,  and 
who  married  Sarah  .A.  Durfee.  of  I’ortsmouth.  and 
had  children,  Caroline  Durfee  (at  home).  Josephine 
Alorton  (who  married  Charles  G.  Clark,  of  Ports- 
mouth), Sarah  Cranston  (at  home),  Kate  Lillian 
(died  .April  15,  1904),  Jonathan  (died  .8ept.  25. 
1893),  and  Charles  AA'illiam  (at  home)  ; and  ( 3) 
.Annie  Chase,  who  married  John  H.  Frown,  a gold 
and  silver  refiner  in  Providence. 

(IX)  Rop.ert  Wilco.x  .Anthony,  eldest  son  of 
Jose])h,  was  born  upon  the  farm  in  South  Ports- 
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nioutli  Sept.  27,  1847,  he  received  the  educa- 
tion afforded  b}-  the  district  schools.  He  learned 
good  business  methods  and  principles  under  his 
father,  and  for  a long  time  was  assistant  post- 
master, beginning  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  After 
his  father  gave  up  the  store,  the  son  took  it  and 
conducted  it  most  successfully!  i-iidil  1902.  He 
succeeded  his  father  also  as  postmaster,  holding  that 
office  for  fourteen  years.  In  1902  he  sold  out  his 
business.  In  1901  the  Union  cemetery  was  formed 
into  a corporation,  of  which  he  is  a stockholder, 
and  he  has  been  secretary  and  superintendent  since 
he  retired  from  the  mercantile  business.  The 
cemetery  reflects  great  credit  upon  his  skill  and 
taste,  and  certainly  is  a most  beautiful  City  of  the 
Dead.  In  sentiment  he  is  a Republican,  but  cares 
little  about  politics.  He  served  as  trustee  of  school 
district  No.  i for  five  years.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
Portsmouth ; and  was  formerly  a member  of  Oak- 
land Lodge,  No.  32,  I.  O.  O.  h'.,  of  which  he  was 
secretary  for  several  years.  He  has  been  a vestry- 
man in  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church  for  several 
years.  Every  one  who  knows  him  holds  him  in 
high  esteem.  He  is  unmarried,  and  makes  his 
home  with  his  brother,  William  W.,  in  the  house 
where  his  grandfather,  Jonathan  Anthony,  went  to 
housekeeping  when  he  was  first  married. 

(IX)  William  Wilcox  Anthony,  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  brother  of  Robert  Wilcox  Anthony,  is 
also  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  held  various 
town  offices,  having  been  trustee  of  School  District 
No.  i for  several  years,  as  w'ell  as  having  been 
surveyor  of  highways  for  a period  of  years,  and  has 
also  served  as  appraiser  of  damages  done  by  dogs, 
succeeding  his  father  in  tnat  office. 

NELSON  READ  HALL,  M.  D.  Among  the 
leading  medical  men  of  W’arren,  R.  I.,  Dr.  Nelson 
Read  Hall  occupies  a jirominent  position,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  sixteen  years  he  has  built  up  a large 
practice  in  medicine  and  surgery  and  established  a 
jirivate  hospital  necessary  for  the  accommodation 
and  comfort  of  his  surgical  jiatients.  Dr.  Hall  was 
born  March  31,  1868,  in  W’arren,  son  of  John 
Chamjilin  Hall,  one  of  the  old  and  substantial  citi- 
zens of  this  place. 

(I)  The  original  name  of  these  Halls  was 
Hoar,  and  the  oldest  authentic  papers  give  William 
and  Sarah  Hoar  as  the  first  generation  in  America. 

(II)  William  Hoar,  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
Hoar,  was  born  in  Pristol,  R.  1..  in  1710,  and  is 
probably  the  same  William  who  married,  in  No- 
vember, 1734,  Susanna  Bragg,  born  July  28,  1712. 

(HI)  William  Hoar,  son  of  William  and 
Susanna,  married.  May  31.  1764,  Phebe  Cary. 

(IV)  Allen  Hoar,  baptized  Aug.  14,  1768, 
married,  March  14,  1790,  Hannah  Saunders,  and 
thed  Oct.  18,  1837.  Their  children  were:  Phebe. 
who  married  Timothy  George  ; Hojie.  who  married 
Joseph  Sherman;  David;  Joseph;  and  Allen  Carv. 
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(\  ) Allen,  Cary  Hoar,  son  oi  Allen  and  Han- 
nah, born  Oct.  8,  1793,  died  March  25,  1876.  He 
married,  I\Iarch  21,  1817,  Mary  Champlin,  bcjm 
.March  14,  1798,  died  July  23,  1855.  They  had  chil- 
dren: John  Champlin;  Charles,  who  was  a cooper 
by  trade,  and  lost  his  life  at  sea;  and  Alary  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  unmarried. 

(VI)  John  Champlin  Hall  (the  spelling  of 
the  name  being  changed  in  this  generation  by  act 
of  Legislature),  son  of  Allen  Cary  Hoar,  was  born 
Alarch  31,  1818.  He  married  (first)  Sept.  1 1, 
1842,  Laura  Bowen,  born  Sept.  14,  1818,  daugh- 
ter of  Haile  Bowen,  of  Warren.  She  died  Eeb.  5, 
1863,  and  he  married  (second)  Alay  2,  1867,  Sa- 
rah Wdieaton  Read,  born  Nov.  20,  1828,  daughter 
of  Cyril  and  Sally  Short  (Wheaton)  Read,  of 
South  Seekonk.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage 
were : David  Allen,  born  June  23,  1843,  Captain 
U.  S.  R.  C.  S,  retired,  who  married  Sarah  Peck- 
ham,  daughter  of  Jonathan;  Clara  Tyler,  born  June 
24,  1846;  xVnnie  Palmer,  born  Alarch  6,  1853,  who 
married  Edward  S.  Burgess,  had  one  son,  John 
Elton,  and  died  April  14,  1906.  The  children  of  the 
second  marriage  were:  Nelson  Read,  born  Alarch 
31,  1868;  and  John  Cyril,  born  June  18,  1871,  died 
Jan.  2,  1894. 

John  Champlin  Hall,  now  in  his  ninety-first 
year,  was  born  in  Warren,  and  for  more  than  half 
a century  has  been  one  of  its  substantial  and  most 
respected  citizens.  As  a boy  he  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years,  during  this  time  being  paid  a salary  of  $30 
per  year.  During  many  years  of  his  active  life  he 
carried  on  the  business  of  builder  and  contractor 
in  and  around  the  village  of  Warren,  constructing- 
many  of  the  handsome  residences  in  that  beautiful 
New  England  village.  His  whole  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  home  on  the  corner  where  he  still 
resides.  He  is  one  of  the  landmark  characters  of 
the  place,  and  when  the  town  misses  his  familiar 
appearance,  grief  will  be  felt  almost  universally. 

(VH)  Dr.  Nelson  Read  Hall,  son  of  John 
Champlin,  was  educated  in  the  Warren  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  1887.  In  the  following  year  he  taught  physics, 
chemistry  and  botany  in  the  high  school,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1888  he  entered  Johns  ijopkins  University 
as  a special  student  in  biology,  histology  and  zoo- 
logy. In  the  fall  of  1889  he  entered  the  Long  Is- 
land College  Hospital  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  there 
graduated  March  23,  1892,  receiving  his  degree  of 
M.  D.  AVhile  in  college  he  was  assistant  to  Prof. 
\'an  Cott.  in  histology  and  pathology.  Thus  fully 
eipiipped  for  his  noble  profession  he  came  directly 
to  his  home  in  Warren  and  entered  upon  a prac- 
tice which  has  closely  absorbed  him  ever  since.  On 
the  first  day  he  opened  his  office  he  had  a patient 
apply  for  treatment,  and  this  was  but  indicative  of 
the  future,  and  he  has  been  engaged  here  now  for 
the  past  si.xteen  years.  He  gives  especial  atten- 
tion to  surgical  cases,  and  has  met  with  more  than 
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usual  success  in  treating  them.  In  1905  he  opened 
a private  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  all  diseases, 
but  especially  for  surgical  cases,  and  he  has  been 
successful  from  the  beginning. 

Dr.  Hall  is  a member  of  both  the  Rhode  Island 
iMedical  and  the  Providence  Medical  societies,  and 
is  also  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medico- 
Legal  Society.  For  a number  of  years  he  has  been 
associated  with  iMasonry,  and  belongs  to  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  3,  A.  F.  & A.  ^I.,  Temple 
Chapter,  No.  3,  and  WAbb  Council,  No.  3,  all  of 
W arren,  and  he  is  past  master  of  Washington 
Lodge  and  WAbb  Council,  and  past  high  priest  of 
Temple  Chapter,  and  also  past  grand  high  priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State.  He  also  be- 
longs to  Kickemuet  Grange.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  connection  a member 
of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church.  For  the  past 
twelve  years  he  has  been  medical  examiner  for  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  District  No.  i ; medical 
examiner  for  the  State  Sanatorium  for  Tubercu- 
losis since  its  opening ; for  fifteen  years  has  been 
an  officer  in  the  WArren  artillery  and  was  surgeon 
for  sixteen  years,  and  is  medical  and  surgical  ad- 
viser of  St.  Andrew's  Industrial  School.  _ He  is 
also  a member  and  surgeon  of  the  Society  of 
Colonial  WArs.  He  has  been  a very  prominent 
man  in  the  public  life  of  his  native  town,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  for  several  years, 
and  chairman  one  year. 

Dr.  Hall  was  married  Oct.  4,  1893,  to  Edith 
Wheaton,  daughter  of  James  Maxwell  and  Julia 
A.  S.  Wdieaton,  of  Boston.  ]\Iass.  They  have  a 
delightful  home  here  and  have  been  blessed  with 
two  children,  namely:  John  Robert  WTeaton,  born 
Dec.  20,  1894;  and  Alice  Wheaton,  born  Feb.  9, 
1897.  Personally  Dr.  Hall  is  affable,  and  pos- 
sesses qualities  which  make  him  popular  in  social, 
))usiness,  public  and  professional  life. 

To  trace  the  cliftArent  lines  of  Dr.  Hall’s  an- 
cestry, it  is  necessary  to  mention  many  of  the  old 
and  influential  families  of  New  England,  marriages 
and  intermarriages  having  made  kindred  of  them 
all  in  more  or  less  degree. 

Hannah  (Saunders)  Hoar,  wife  of  (I\^)  Al- 
len Hoar  and  the  paternal  great-grandmother  of 
Dr.  Hall,  was  born  July  24,  1768,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Saunders,  who  was  born  about  1734,  and  who 
died  Jan.  2,  1783;  he  married  Aug.  10,  1766,  Hope- 
still  Luther. 

Joseph  Saunders  was  a son  of  Jacob  Saunders 
(born  in  1711,  died  April  6.  1792)  and  his  wife 
.\nne  Barney.  The  latter  was  born  iMay  5,  1713, 
and  died  before  1749. 

.\.nnc  Barney  was  a daughter  of  Joseph,  and 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  Barney.  Jacob  Barney, 

jjorn  ^ ^ , died  Feb.  12,  1692,  emigrated  from 

Swansea.  South  WAales.  in  1670,  and  settled  at 
Newport.  He  married  (second)  May  26,  1660. 
y\nne  Witt,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Witt,  of  Lynn 


and  Salem,  Mass.;  she  died  March  17,  1701-2,  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island.  He  had  two  sons,  Jacob, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Newport;  and  Joseph. 

Joseph  Barney,  son  of  Jacob  and  father  of 
Anne,  born  March  9,  1673,  died  Feb.  5,  1731.  He 
went  to  Rehoboth  in  1670,  and  located  on  a 640- 
acre  tract  of  land.  He  married  (first)  in  169—, 
Constance  Davis,  who  died  before  1730.  Their 
children  were:  Elizabeth,  Daniel,  Joseph,  John, 
Ann  (born  April  3,  1705),  Esther,  Sarah  and  Anne 
(born  May  5,  1713). 

Hopestill  (Luther)  Saunders  was  a daughter  of 
Job  Luther  (born  Feb.  14,  1716,  died  before  1749), 
and  his  wife,  Hannah  Harding  (who  married 
(second)  in  1749,  Benjamin  Cole). 

Job  Luther  (born  Feb.  14,  1716)  was  a son 
of  Nathaniel  Luther  (born  April  7,  1692),  who 
married  June  4,  1715,  Mercy  Boomer. 

Nathaniel  Luther  (born  April  7,  1692)  was  a 
son  of  John  Luther  (born  in  1663,  April  14, 
1697),  who  married,  Jan.  25,  1687,  Hapestill  But- 
terworth,  born  in  March,  1665,  daughter  of  Dea- 
con John  Butterworth.  She  married  (second) 
John  Eddy. 

John  Luther  (born  in  1663,  died  April  14, 
1697)  was  a son  of  Hezekiah  Luther.  [More  ex- 
tended mention  of  the  Luther  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere.] 

Mary  (Champlin)  Hoar,  wife  of  (V)  Allen 
Cary  Hoar  and  the  paternal  grandmother  of  Dr. 
Hall,  was  born  March  14,  1798,  and  died  July  23, 
1855.  She  was  a daughter  of  John  Champlin 
(born  IMarch  i,  1769,  died  March  24,  1810)  and 
Elizabeth  Carr  (born  June  29,  1772,  died  Jan.  13, 
1847). 

John  Chamijlin  (born  March  i,  1769)  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  Champlin  (born  about  1735,  died 
Feb.  II,  1800)  and  Phebe  Throop  (born  Nov.  18, 
1740,  died  Sept.  14,  1778). 

Phebe  Throop  (born  Nov.  18,  1740)  was  a 

daughter  of  John  Throop  (born  May  27,  1716) 
and  I’hebe  Haile  (born  May  9,  1722,  died  Dec. 
18,  1740)  and  granddaughter  of  Deacon  John 
Throop  (born  in  1676,  died  Jan.  25,  1772)  and  Re- 
becca Smith  (born  about  1680,  died  Dec.  19,  1731), 
and  great-granddaughter  of  William  Throop  (born 
about  1638,  died  Dec.  4,  1706)  and  Mary  Chap- 
man (born  Oct.  31,  1643). 

Mary  Chapman  (born  Oct.  31,  1643)  ''’^.s  a 
daughter  of  Ralph  Chapman  (born  in  1615,  died  in 
1671),  who  came  from  London  in  the  ship  “Eliza- 
beth,” and  who  married  Lydia  Wells,  probably 
daughter  of  Isaac  WAlls. 

Phebe  Haile  (horn  May  9,  1722),  wife  of  John 
Throop,  was  a daughter  of  Barnard  Haile  (born 
in  1687,  died  April  16,  1754)  and  Elizabeth  Slade 
(born  Dec.  2,  1695,  married  (second)  John  Cole), 
and  a granddaughter  of  Richard  Haile  and  wife, 
IMary  Bullock. 

Elizabeth  Slade  (born  Dec.  2,  1695),  wife  of 
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Barnard  Haile,  was  a daughter  of  William  Slade 
(born  about  1663,  died  iMarcb  30,  1729)  and  Sa- 
rah Holmes  (born  1665,  died  Sej)!.  10,  1761). 

William  Slade  (born  about  1663)  was  a son  of 
Edward  Slade. 

Sarah  Holmes  was  a daughter  of  Jonathan 
Holmes  (born  Nov.  2,  16 — ) and  Sarah  Borden 
(born  in  -May,  1644.  died  after  1705),  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  Obediah  Holmes  (born  in  1607, 
died  Oct.  15,  1682). 

Sarah  Borden  (born  in  May,  1644)  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Borden  (born  in  i6or.  died 
]Mav  25,  1671)  and  wife,  Joan  (born  in  1604,  died 
Julv  15,  1688). 

Elizabeth  Carr  (born  June  29,  1772),  wife  of 
John  Champlin.  was  a daughter  of  Jonathan  Carr 
(born  ^larch  8,  1751,  died  Jan.  23,  1823)  and 
Elizabeth  Hill  (born  July  2,  1750,  died  July  16, 
1826). 

lonathan  Carr  (born  March  8,  1751)  was  a son 
of  Caleb  Carr  (born  June  3,  1719.  ^i^d  May  27, 
1767)  and  Ruth  Miller  (born  Dec.  22,  1725,  died 
1794)  and  a grandson  of  Robert  Carr  (born  about 
1683,  died  Oct.  19,  1722)  and  Hannah  Haile 
(born  ]\lay  8,  1690),  and  a great-grandson  of  Caleb 
Carr  (died  in  1690),  and  a great-great-grandson 
of  Robert  Carr,  who  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
‘‘Elizabeth  and  Ann”  from  London  in  16351  settled 
at  Newport,  and  died  in  1681. 

Hannah  Haile  (born  May  8,  1690)  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Haile  (born  about  1640,  died 
Sept.  29,  1720)  and  Mary  Bullock  (born  Feb.  t6, 
1652,  died  Feb.  15,  1729)- 

Ruth  Miller  (born  Dec.  22,  1725),  wife  of 
Caleb  Carr,  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Miller  (born 
Feb.  17,  1693-4,  died  April  6,  1748)  and  Ruth  Cur- 
tis (born  1691,  died  April  20,  1742),  a grand- 
daughter of  Robert  Miller  (born  June  12,  1666, 
died  Aug.  17,  1710)  and  Charity  Thurber  (born 
in  1664,  died  Aug.  27,  1741),  a great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Robert  Miller  (born  1642,  died  March  16, 
1699)  and  Elizabeth  Sabin,  and  a great-great- 
granddaughter  of  John  IMiller,  of  Rehoboth,  and 
wife  Elizabeth  (died  April  18,  1680). 

Ruth  Curtis  (born  1691),  wife  of  Samuel  Mil- 
ler, was  a daughter  of  Solomon  Curtis  (born  June 
8.  ’1643,  died  April  20.  1711)  and  wife  Prudence 
(born  1651,  died  Nov.  10,  1727)  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Deodatus  Curtis,  of  Braintree,  Massachu- 
setts. X -r  r 

Elizabeth  Hill  (born  July  2,  1750),  wife  of 
Jonathan  Carr,  was  a daughter  of  William  Hill 
and  Elizabeth  Easterbrooks  (born  Jan.  18,  1731, 
died  April  i,  1767)- 

Elizabeth  Easterbrooks  (born  Jan.  18,  1731) 
was  a daughter  of  John  Easterbrooks  (born  Oct. 
26.  1707,  died  May  ii,  1795)  ^^id  Patience  Child 
(born  1712.  died  before  July,  1734),  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Easterbrooks  (born  Oct.  18. 
1670)  and  Elizabeth  Thurber  (born  Aug.  24,  1678, 
<lied  about  1757)- 


Thonias  Easterbrooks  (born  Oct.  18,  1670) 
was  a son  ofM'homas  Easterbrooks  (born  in  1(^29, 
died  April  ii,  1713)  and  Sarah  Woodcock,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Woodcock  (died  Oct.  20,  1701)  and 
Sarah  (died  in  1676). 

Elizabeth  Thurber  (born  Aug.  24, '1678),  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Thurber  (born  about  1650,  died 
Nov.  24,  1717)  and  Mary — (born  about  1645,  died 
Nov.  25,  1718).  — — 

John  Thurber  (born  in  1650)  was  a son  of 
John  and  Priscilla  Thurber. 

Patience  Child  (born  1712),  wife  of  John  East- 
erbrooks, was  a daughter  of  John  Child  (born 
about  1672,  died  Jan.  16,  1739)  and  Margery  Hay- 
wood (born  Sept.  10,  1673,  died  Sept.  12,  1726) 
and  a granddaughter  of  Jeremiah  Child  and  Mar- 
tha Hayward  (daughter  of  William  Hayward). 

William  Hayward  (died  Dec.  17,  1717)  mar- 
ried Sarah  Butterworth  (born  May  28,  1653,  died 
before  1708).  He  was  a son  of  William  and  Mar- 
gery Hayward,  of  Braintree,  Massachusetts. 

Sarah  Butterwortli  (born  May  28,  1653)  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  and  Sarah  Butterworth. 

Read.  _ On  his  mother’s  side  Dr.  Hall’s  an- 
cestry follows  other  lines  of  influential  New  Eng- 
land families.  The  first  of  the  Read  family  to  set- 
tle in  America  were  John  and  William  Read,  sons 
of  William  and  Lucy  Henage  Read,  of  England. 
They  came  to  Salem  in  1630.  Some  time  later  both 
went  to  Weymouth,  where  William  subsequently 
settled. 

(I)  John  Read,  born  1598,  ancestor  of  Dr. 

Nelson  Read  Hall,  probably  accompanied  Elder 
Newman  to  Rehoboth  about  the  year  1642-3,  as  he 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  Seekonk 
Colony  (afterward  Rehoboth,  and  now  Seekonk 
Center),  to  whom  one  of  the  sixty  house-lots  was 
ceded  at  the  first  division  of  the  land.  At  least  seven 
of  these  founders  of  Elder  Newman’s  colony  were 
ancestors  of  Dr.  Hall,  namely:  John  Read,  Rob- 
ert Wheaton,  Richard  Bowen,  William  Sabin,  Wil- 
liam Carpenter,  Obadiah  Holmes  and  Richard  Bul- 
lock. John  Read  married  Sarah  , who 

gave  birth  to  thirteen  children.  His  grave  is 
marked  by  a small  stone  bearing  the  inscription : 

I R.  A G 87 
Dec.  1685 

(II)  John  Read,  fourth  son  of  John  and  Sa- 
rah, was  born  Aug.  29,  1640.  He  married  Rachel 

, who  had  four  children.  He  was  killed  by 

the  Indians  in  Pierce’s  fight  March  26,  1676. 

(III)  Thomas  Read,  fourth  child  of  John  and 
Rachel,  was  born  Aug.  23,  1672.  He  married 
(first)  June  21,  1692,  Sarah  Butterworth;  (sec- 
ond) Martha  ^ — , who  bore  him  six  children. 

(IV)  Noah  Read,  third  child  of  Thomas  and 
Rachel,  was  born  Dec.  26,  1717.  He  married  Ann 
Hunt,  and  had  eleven  children.  He  died  Oct.  14, 

^”(V)  Perez  Read,  son  of  Noah  and  Ann,  born 
Aug.  4,  1748,  married  (first)  Mary  Paine,  who 
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bore  him  three  children;  (second)  Cynthia  Car- 
j)enter,  wlio  bore  him  one  son  and  four  daughters, 
three  of  whom  died  young. 

(VI)  Cyril  Read,  son  of  Perez  and  Cynthia, 
born  Xov.  30,  1802,  married  in  February,  1823. 
Sally  Short  Wheaton,  and  had  thirteen  children. 
He  died  Oct.  15,  1870. 

(\’1[)  Sarah  Wheaton  Read,  daughter  of 
Cyril  and  Sally  Short  (Wheaton)  Read,  married 
John  Champlin  Hall,  and  became  the  mother  of  Dr. 
Nelson  Read  Hall. 

Wheaton.  (1)  Robert  Wheaton,  from  whom 
Sally  Short  Wheaton  was  a lineal  descendant,  was 
the 'first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  America.  He 
was  born  in  England  in  1606,  and  arrived  at  Salem 
in  1636,  where  by  his  independence  of  thought  and 
speech  lie  soon  made  enemies  who  eventually  drove 
him  from  that  place,  as  a man  to  be  feared,  to-wit : 
“A  pestilential  fellow.’’  From  Salem  he  made  his 
way  to  Weymouth  sometime  previous  to  1642,  as 
he  was  also  one  of  the  original  members  of  Elder 
Newman’s  Colony.  He  married  Alys,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Ann  Bowen,  who  bore  him  ten  chil- 
dren. He  died  in  1696. 

(II)  Ephraim  Wheaton,  ninth  child  of  Rob- 
ert and  Alys.  was  an  ancestor  of  both  Dr.  Hall  and 
his  wife,  lulith  A heaton  Hall.  He  was  born  Oct. 
20,  1657,  and  he  married,  Jan.  7,  1684,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Sampson  and  IMary  ( Butterworth ) 
Mason.  She  died  Nov.  16,  i727>  ^”<1  passed 
away  April  26,  1734.  He  was  a Baptist  minister. 
Of  his  nine  children,  Robert  is  the  third  in  line, 
and  ancestor  of  Dr.  Flail,  and  the  seventh,  Daniel, 
that  of  IMrs.  Edith  (M’heaton)  Hall.  The  follow- 
ing inscriptions  appear  on  the  stones  marking  the 
graves  of  Ephraim  Wheaton  and  Mary,  his  wife; 

Here  lieth  Buryed  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Wheaton 
Elder  of  ye  first  Church  in  Swanzey  who  having  Faith- 
fully served  God  & his  generation  in  ye  gospel  for  ye 
space  of  Thirty  Years  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  with  a sure  & 
certain  hope  of  a glorious  Resurrection  to  Immortal  life  on 
.\pril  25th,  1734,  in  ye  75  year  of  his  age.  21  John,  17. — 
14  Revel.  13. 

Here  lieth  ye  body  of  Mary  ye  wife  of  Ephraim 
Whetten  Died  Novemr.  ye  i6th,  1727  in  ye  67  year  of 
her  age. 

(III)  Robert  Wheaton,  .son  of  Ephraim 
and  *Mary.  was  born  Eeb.  i,  1686.  He  married, 
Dec.  25  (or  Oct.  it),  1712,  Susannah  Salisbury, 
daughter  of  W illiam  and  Ann  (Cole)  Salisbury, 
and  died  Nov.  22,  1780. 

(IV’')  Andrew  Wheaton,  son  of  Robert  and 
Susannah,  born  Aug.  15,  1721,  married  Dec.  29, 
1745.  Lydia  Carpenter,  daughter  of  Job  Carpenter. 

(V)  Lucas  Wheaton,  son  of  Andrew  and  Ly- 
dia, born  Sejtt.  25,  1749,  married  Elizabeth  Short, 
daughter  of  James  and  Vlargaret  (Peck)  Short, 
and  died  May  7,  1833. 

(VI)  Sally  Short  Wheaton,  daughter  of  Lu- 


cas and  Elizabeth,  born  April  16,  1702,  married  in 
l^'ebruary,  1823,  Cyril  Read. 

A part  of  Mrs.  Hall’s  line  is  as  follows:  Abi- 
gail Viiller  (born  Dec.  26,  1766)  married  Sept. 
26,  1784,  Charles  Wheaton,  and  died  April  27,. 
1847.  daughter  of  Gen.  Nathan  Miller 

(born  Alay  20,  1743,  died  May  20,  1790)  and  Re- 
becca Barton  (born  in  1743,  died  Aug.  21,  1817),  a 
granddaughter  of  Nathan  Miller  (born  Aug.  21,. 
1717,  died  Vlay  0,  1762)  and  Patience  Turner 
(who  married  (second)  Cromwell  Child — see  Tur- 
ner Family)  and  a great-granddaughter  of  Samuel 
Miller  (born  Feb.  17,  1693,  died  April  6,  1748) 
and  Ruth  Curtis  (born  in  iGgi,  died  April  20,. 
1742). 

EDWARD  HENRY  WATERAIAN,  for  many 
years  a well-known  farmer  and  one  of  the  valued 
citizens  of  Johnston,  was  a son  of  John  Waterman. 
(2)  and  a descendant  of  Richard  Waterman,  from 
whom  his  lineage  is  through  Resolved,  Resolved 
(2),  John,  William  and  John  (2).  These  genera- 
tions in  detail  follow  in  chronological  order. 

(1)  Richard  Waterman  came  from  England 
to  New  England  in  1629,  and  for  a time  was  at 
Salem,  Mass.  Later  he  settled  in  Providence,  R. 
T,  where  he  was  one  of  the  twelve  persons  to- 
whom  Roger  Williams  deeded  land  Oct.  8,  1638.. 
He  was  one  of  the  twelve  original  members  of  the 
Eirst  Baptist  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  thirty- 
nine  signers  of  an  agreement  for  a form  of  govern- 
ment in  1640.  He  was  one  of  the  eleven  purchas- 
ers in  1653  of  Shawomet  (Warwick).  He  was 
taxed  in  Providence  in  1650.  He  was  a freeman, 
in  1655,  and  held  several  public  offices  thereafter. 
He  died  Oct.  26,  1673.  The  Christian  name  of  his. 
wife  was  Bethia.  She  died  Dec.  3,  1680.  Their 
children  were : Mehetabel  marriecl  Arthur  Fen- 
ner; Wait  married  Henry  Brown;  Nathaniel  mar- 
ried Susanna  Carder ; and  Resolved  married  Mercy 
W’illiams. 

( H)  Resolved  Waterman,  born  in  1638,  mar- 
ried Mercy,  daughter  of  Roger  Williams,  and  lived 
in  l^rovidence.  Mr.  Waterman  was  deputy  in 
1667.  Of  his  sons,  Richard,  born  in  i6(T),  married. 
.Vnn  Waterman  and  lived  in  Providence ; John, 
born  in  1666,  married  Anne  Olney  and  lived  in 
Warwick,  R.  I. ; and  Resolved  is  the  next  in  the 
line  we  are  tracing. 

(HI)  Resolved  Waterman  (2)  married  (first). 
Anne  Harris,  and  (second)  Mercy,  and  lived  in 
the  town  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He  was  constable, 
deputy  and  ensign.  His  children  were:  Mercy,. 
Jose])h  (born  to  the  first  marriage).  Wait,  John 
and  Hannah. 

(IV)  John  W’aterman,  born  in  1715.  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  f.,  married  June  17,  1739,  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Job  M’hipple.  Vlrs.  Waterman  is  said  to* 
have  been  a woman  of  exceeding  brilliancy  of  in- 
tellect and  of  extraordinary  personal  charm.  Mr.. 
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A\'aternian  became  a large  land  owner  in  the  town 
of  Johnston,  R.  1.,  owning  a large  tract  in  what  is 
now  a part  of  the  Olneyville  annexed  district  of 
the  city  of  Providence.  Among  his  children  were : 
W illiam,  job  and  Laban,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
.a  soldier  of  the  Revolntion.  John  Waterman  died 
h'eb.  12,  1799,  and  in  his  will,  which  was  made 
IMarch  3,  1798,  and  probated  March  9,  1799, 
quests  were  made  to  his  son  William,  to  his  grand- 
son Resolved  (son  of  Laban,  deceased)  and  to  his 
.son  Job. 

(V)  William  Waterman,  born  in  1748  or 
1749,  married  Sept.  26,  1773,  Sarah  Winsor, 

slaughter  of  Abraham  Wdnsor,  of  Smithheld,  R.  I. 
l\lr.  Waterman  died  Jan.  23,  1831,  aged  eighty- 
two  years  and  eight  months,  and  in  his  will,  which 
was  made  Ang.  5,  1825,  bequests  were  made  to  his 
sons  Ashahel,  William  and  John,  and  to  his 
grandson,  John  S.  W'aterman.  Mrs.  Waterman 
died  Oct.  9,  1811,  aged  .fifty-fonr  years  and  seven- 
teen days. 

(Yl)  John  W'aterman  (2)  was  born  Sept.  9. 
1784,  in  Johnston,  and  married  Oct.  24,  1805, 

IMarcy,  daughter  of  Peter  Randall.  She  was  born 
in  1786.  Tlieir  children  were:  Mary  Ann,  born 
]\iay  24,  1806;  Abbey,  born  June  9,  1809,  who  died 
]\ larch  13,  1810;  John  Smith,  born  Jan.  30,  1812; 
Abby  Smith,  born  Nov.  2,  1816,  who  married  Wa- 
terman Angell,  and  died  April  15,  1856;  Calvin 
Taft,  born  Nov.  2,  1816;  and  Edward  Henry,  born 
Sept.  28,  1820.  The  father  of  these  died  Jan.  2, 
1859,  i”  seventy-fifth  year,  and  the  mother  died 
July  18.  1867,  aged  seventy-nine.  John  Water- 
man (2)  was  a man  of  many  good  qualities,  and 
was  highly  regarded  for  his  great  industry  and 
general  progressiveness.  He  was  a man  of  quiet 
and  unobtrusive  demeanor  and  much  given  to 
home  attachments.  He  was  perhaps  a little  above 
the  average  in  height,  weight  and  physical  devel- 
opment. 

(VII)  Edward  Henry  Waterman,  the  young- 
•est  son  of  John  (2)  and  IMarcy,  was  born  at  the 
homestead  in  Johnston  Sept.  28,  1820.  His  youth 
was  passed  on  the  farm  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life,  and  his  educational  advantages  were  such  as 
could  be  obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  community. 
Like  his  ancestors  he  -took  up  farming  as  his  vo- 
cation and  continued  upon  the  home  farm.  He 
did  much  to  bring  it  to  a perfect  state  of  culti- 
vation and  made  many  valuable  improvements.  He 
was  a gentleman  of  intelligence  and  thought,  and 
was  well  informed  upon  the  topics  of  his  day.  He 
took  no  active  interest  in  political  matters,  though 
he  was  a Republican  and  exercised  his  rights  of 
citizenship.  His  temperament  was  genial,  cordial, 
and  his  disposition  was  to  see  the  bright  side  of 
life.  He  enjoyed  the  company  of  his  friends,  of 
which  he  had  many,  and  none  knew  him  but  to  ad- 
mire and  res])ect. 

Mr.  Waterman's  first  marriage  was  to  Marcy 
Belknap,  and  to  them  one  son,  James  H.,  was  born. 


Both  the  mother  and  son  are  deceased,  the  former 
dying  in  1847.  ^L'-  Waterman  married  for  his 

second  wife  Laura  j.  Throwbridge,  by  whom 
there  was  no  issue,  and  his  third  marriage  was  to 
Esther  Belknap,  who  bore  him  ope  .son,  John  E., 
now  deceased.  Sarah  Belknap  became  the  next 
wife  of  Mr.  Waterman  and  l)y  this  union  he  had  one 
daughter,  Mary,  who  married,  June  2r,  1893,  Ur. 
Wilbur  E.  W.  Worth.  Mr.  Waterman  died  at  his 
home  in  Johnston  Uec.  i,  1904,  and  is  survived  by 
bis  widow  and  daughter,  who  occupy  the  home, 
where  they  are  surrounded  l>y  every  evidence  of 
comfort  and  refinement.  They  are  held  in  high 
esteem  by  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

James  H.  Waterman,  aliove-mentioned  son  of 
Edward  H.,  married  Susan  D.  Evans,  and  two  of 
their  four  children  grew  to  maturity,  namely : 
James  E.  and  WTlliam  X.,  both  of  Johnston. 
James  E.  married  Louisa  Brown,  and  WTlliam  N. 
married  Hrace  Bishop.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Emma  Susan. 

IMrs.  Edward  H.  Waterman  is  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Belknap  and  his  wife  IMary  ( Brown), 
daughter  of  Charles  Brown.  They  had  a family  of 
nine  children,  as  follows : Charles,  h'rances,  Wil- 
liam, Mary,  Martha,  Phebe,  John,  Nancy  and  Sa- 
rah (Mrs.  Waterman).  Her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Al)raham,  son  of  Abraham,  and  his  wife 
Erances  Wescott.  Their  family  was  a large  one 
and  consisted  of  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  23,  1785; 
Stephen,  born  March  5,  1787;  Silas,  born  June, 
1789;  Sarah,  born  April  27.  1791;  Emor.  born 

Jan.  2,  1793;  Elisha,  born  Eeb.  17,  1795;  Martha, 
born  Oct.  i,  1799;  Marcy,  born  in  1802;  Isaac,  born 
May  II.  1804;  and  Abraham,  born  Jan.  30,  1806. 

HERBERT  S.  JOSUNT  The  New  England 
Joslin  family  is  an  old  and  honored  one,  and  its 
history  is  elsewhere  given  at  length.  In  commer- 
cial, professional  or  mechanical  ])ursuits.  in  which 
they  have  displayed  their  abilities  and  talents,  its 
representatives  have  proven  honorable  and  suc- 
cessful men  and  women,  a credit  to  tbeir  genera- 
tion and  to  tbe  various  communities  in  which  they 
have  resided.  The  late  Dr.  Benjamin  Joslin,  and 
his  son,  Herbert  Smith  Joslin,  proved  no  exception 
to  this  rule. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Joslin  was  born  Dlarch  3,  1821, 
in  Thompson,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared  and 
where  he  received  his  earlier  training.  Possessing 
a studious  and  retentive  mental  equipment  he  pur- 
sued the  study  of  medicine,  and  while  yet  a young 
man  located  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  first 
at  the  village  of  Pascoag,  later  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence on  his  farm  in  the  same  town.  Here  he 
remained  honored  and  respected  all  of  his  days. 
It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  a skilled  and  success- 
ful practitioner ; an  excellent  and  indefatigable 
worker,  and  that  he  would  respond  to  a call  from 
the  poor  and  needy  and  extend  to  them  the  same 
skill,  concern  and  faithful  attendance,  as  to  the 
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more  wealthy  patient.  He  was  a man  of  clear 
judgment,  positive  opinions,  yet  extremely  cau- 
tious in  his  conclusions  at  the  bed  of  sickness. 
Aside  from  his  profession  he  was  most  deeply  at- 
tached to  his  home  and  domestic  relations.  In 
his  later  years  liis  spare  moments  were  employed 
in  directing  the  affairs  of  his  farm.  Dr.  Joslin  died 
Dec.  23,  1884,  at  Uxbridge,  INIass.,  and  by  his  death 
there  was  removed  a man  genuinely  and  sincerely 
beloved  and  respected. 

Dr.  Joslin  hrst  married  Cynthia  Steere,  who 
lived  but  a short  time.  His  second  wife  was  Emily 
S.  Arnold,  who  died  in  Burrillville,  Nov.  22,  1859. 
To  this  union  were  born  Dr.  Joslin’s  only  children, 
Herbert  S.,  of  whom  more  follows;  and  Marcella 
A.,  now  Mrs.  George  W.  Smith,  of  Uxbridge, 
Mass.  Dr.  Joslin  next  married  Sophia  L.,  daugh- 
ter of  Elisha  Bartlett,  who  died  July  19,  1865, 
aged  thirty-one  years.  The  widow  of  Dr.  Joslin, 
who  survives  him  and  continues  a resident  of  Bur- 
rillville, was  Miss  Caroline  H.  Olney,  daughter  of 
Jason  and  Rachel  (Bellows)  Olney,  and  a sister  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Sweet  and  i\Irs.  Henry  S.  Nich- 
ols, also  of  Burrillville. 

Herbert  Smith  Joslin  was  born  June  6,  1856,  in 
Burrillville.  He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools, 
Lapham  Institute,  and  at  Willow  Park  Seminary, 
the  latter  a private  school.  For  some  time  he  con- 
ducted the  home  farm,  and  for  five  or  six  years  he 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  conducting  a 
grocery  and  general  store  at  Mohegan,  R.  I.  He 
then  had  charge  of  the  farm  and  outside  interests 
of  the  John  W.  Slater  estate  for  seven  years.  In 
May,  1904,  he  purchased  his  present  business  at 
Woonsocket,  where  he  produces  the  various  prod- 
ucts peculiar  to  the  grist  mill.  The  mill  itself  is 
a very  old  one,  and  for  years  has  been  known  as 
“Mowrys  Mill,"  it  having  been  the  property  of  that 
family  for  many  years.  Under  the  progressive 
methods  of  Mr.  Joslin  it  is  a highly  successful  in- 
dustry, and  its  proprietor  is  recognized  as  a com- 
petent and  worthy  business  man.  ]\Ir.  Joslin  also 
continues  his  farming  interests  in  Burrillvile, 
where  he  resides.  In  political  matters  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  been  active  in  his  partisanship. 
He  has  been  honored  with  numerous  offices  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust,  representing  his  town  as  its 
Senator  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  as  president 
of  the  town  council.  He  is  a member  of  but  one 
fraternal  organization,  the  United  Workmen  of 
America,  holding  membership  in  the  Slatersville 
lodge. 

On  March  24,  1884,  IMr.  Joslin  married  Aliss 
Olney,  of  MMrcester,  IMass.,  and  they  have  two 
children;  Florence  A.,  born  Feb.  13,  1887,  and 
Earle  P.,  born  April  29,  1889.  The  former  after 
finishing  in  the  llurrillville  schools  is  attending 
Bradford  Academy,  and  the  latter  is  a student  at 
Woonsocket  high  school.  ^Irs.  Joslin  is  a daugh- 
ter of  ( ieorge  ( )lney.  and  descends  from  Rev. 
Thomas  ( )lney.  the  fore-runner  of  the  family  of 


that  name  and  concerning  whom  further  mention 
is  made  elsewhere. 

A^IBROSE  NICHOLS,  for  years  a well- 
known  business  man  of  Providence,  was  born 
March  14,  1836,  in  West  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Penelope  Nichols,  and  a descendant  in 
the  fifth  generation  of  Thomas  Nichols,  the  first  of 
the  line  in  America,  of  whom  more  will  be  found 
elsewhere.  The  line  from  (I)  Thomas  and  his 
wife  Hannah  is  through  (H)  John  and  Hannah 
(Forman),  (HI)  Joseph  and  Amey  and  (IV) 
Joseph  and  Penelope. 

(IV)  Joseph  Nichols  was  born  Dec.  25,  1797, 
and  his  wife  Penelope  was  born  Jan.  5,  1802.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  named  children : 
Benjamin  W.,  born  Feb.  26,  1820,  died  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  March  27,  1880;  Albert  was  born  Aug.  23, 
1822;  Eliza,  born  July  19,  1824,  died  aged  nine 
years;  Amey,  born  July  29,  1826,  married  William 
R.  Taylor,  and  both  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.]  George 
D.,  born  May  19,  1829,  married  Josephine  Sisson 
Moore,  and  resides  in  Providence ; Rhodes  A.,  born 
Jan.  31,  1832,  is  a resident  of  California;  Alary  E., 
born  Aug.  3,  1834,  married  Frank  G.  Fralick,  and 
resided  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  their  son  Walter 
F.  lives;  Ambrose,  born  Alarch  14,  1836,  died  Dec. 
6,  1896;  Joseph  was  born  March  10,  1839. 

(V)  Ambrose  Nichols  was  reared  at  his  na- 
tive place,  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
East  Greenwich  Academy,  but  he  was  a youth  of 
bright  mind  and  more  than  usually  apt  in  learning, 
So  that  he  acquired  as  much  as  was  possible  under 
the  circumstances.  In  early  manhood  he  taught  a 
number  of  terms  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  in  Coventry,  R.  I.  After  residing  at  various 
points  for  a few  years  he  finally  located  in  Provi- 
dence and  established  himself  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness on  Eddy  street,  and  being  frugal,  progressive 
and  strictly  attentive  to  business  succeeded.  He  was 
a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  fond  of 
reading  and  well  informed  on  general  topics,  and 
having  a genial,  cordial  and  companionable  dis- 
position is  most  kindly  remembered  by  his  many 
acquaintances.  His  home  life  was  ideal,  and  in  it 
he  found  his  greatest  pleasure.  He  had  a high 
sense  of  his  duty  as  a citizen,  and  the  various  pub- 
lic positions  he  filled  in  the  locality  were  those 
that  carried  no  compensation  and  which  he  felt 
under  obligations  to  administer  as  a man  of  public 
spirit.  He  was  a Republican  in  political  sentiment. 
Mr.  Nichols  died  Dec.  6,  1897. 

On  Oct.  19,  1863,  Nichols  was  married, 

in  Boston,  to  Miss  Anna  P.  Trask,  daughter  of 
John  W.  Trask,  and  they  had  but  one  child.  Wal- 
ter G.,  who  was  born  Aug.  15.  1865.  Airs.  Nichols 
occupies  the  home  in  the  building  in  which  her  hus- 
band was  in  business  for  so  many  years.  She  is  a 
woman  of  intelligence  and  pleasant  to  meet,  and  is 
thoroughly  enter])rising.  taking  interest  in  any  pro- 
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ject  of  a worthy  nature  which  she  can  aid  with  her 
means  or  influence. 

(VI)  Walter  G.  Nichols,  only  child  of  the 
late  Ambrose  Nichols,  was  born  in  Providence 
Aug.  15,  1865,  and  there  he  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  in  Lowry  & Goth’s  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  School.  When  a young  man  he 
became  interested  in  the  livery,  hack  and  teaming 
business,  and  also  dealing  in  horses,  which  he  has 
followed  all  his  life,  his  stable  being  located  on 
the  corner  of  Eddy  and  Public  streets.  He  is  a 
man  of  domestic  tastes  and  makes  his  home  on 
Eddy  street  with  his  wife  and  mother,  to  whom 
he  is  much  devoted.  He  married  in  Providence 
June  I,  1896,  JMiss  IMamie  (May)  C.  Herrick,  born 
in  Providence,  daughter  of  the  late  George  L.  Her- 
rick, the  well-known  leader  and  owner  of  the  Her- 
rick Band  of  Providence  for  many  years.  i\Irs. 
Nichols  was  educated  in  Providence,  where  she 
was  also  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  mu- 
sic, having  for  her  instructors  such  men  as  Jules 
Jordan  and  Victor  Hammerel.  Eollowing  this  she 
entered  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music 
at  Boston,  where  she  completed  her  musical  educa- 
tion and  for  several  years  taught  voice  culture  and 
piano-forte.  She  is  a fine  vocalist,  possessing  a 
rich  voice,  and  for  some  time  was  a member  of 
the  choir  of  the  Church  of  the  ^Mediator,  and  she 
has  also  taken  prominent  part  in  many  concerts 
and  entertainments  in  the  city.  For  the  past  eight 
seasons  she  has  been  pianist  at  the  “gymnasium” 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  Provi- 
dence. Mrs.  Nichols  is  a lady  of  artistic  taste  and 
possesses  many  accomplishments.  She  is  much  de- 
voted to  her  home  and  husband. 

Ebenezer  Trask,  great-grandfather  of  i\Irs. 
Anna  P.  (Trask)  Nichols,  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  enlisting  from  ^Massachusetts. 
He  removed  to  Maine,  where  most  of  his  children 
were  born,  including  Ebenezer  (2),  the  grandfa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Nichols. 

Ebenezer  Trask  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Nichols,  was  a farmer  and  a 
man  most  highly  regarded  in  his  community.  He 
married  Anna  Pierce,  who  survived  him,  Mr. 
Trask  dying  in  1843,  Mrs.  Trask  in  1847.  Both 
attained  a good  old  age,  and  they  are  buried  in 
Maine.  They  had  children  as  follows  ; xMvin  ; Asa, 
who  married  Rebecca  Swift ; William,  who  mar- 
ried Emmeline  Austin ; Ebenezer-,  who  married 
Naomie  Abbott ; John  Vh ; Betsey,  who  married 
Ich^od  Pitts ; Hannah,  who  died  unmarried ; and 
Mary  A.,  who  married  Stejihen  Robinson. 

John  W.  Trask  was  born  in  Maine  Nov.  i, 
1801,  and  first  attended  school  at  the  homes  of 
neighbors,  there  being  no  public  school  during  his 
early  childhood.  The  master  or  teacher  went  from 
home  to  home,  and  held  classes  as  convenient.  De- 
spite these  limited  opportunities  for  instruction 
young  Trask,  by  his  keen  perception  and  active 
mentality,  became  thoroughly  well  informed  and  a 


credit  to  himself  and  his  time  in  achievement.  His 
parents  being  less  favored  than  many  others,  it 
early  devolved  upon  him  to  look  after  his  own 
maintenance,  and  after  some  travel  he  located  in 
Providence,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  New 
England  Butt  Company.  He  was  enterprising,  and 
a man  valuable  in  any  capacity.  Of  a frugal  and 
saving  disposition,  kind  and  considerate  in  tem- 
perament, of  high  morality,  he  was  highly  re- 
garded by  a multitude  of  friends.  He  died  Jan.  28, 
1866. 

Mr.  Trask  married  Lucrctia  ]\lills,  and  their 
children  were:  Augusta  Mills,  born  Dec.  19,  1834, 
who  married  Henry  E.  Eishcr,  and  died  in  1857; 
Anna  Pierce,  born  in  iMaine  Dec.  15,  1838,  who  mar- 
ried Ambrose  Nichols;  and  Ruel,  born  in  1840,  who 
married  Adelaide  Joslin  and  resides  in  Providence. 
Both  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Trask  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  originally  a Whig  in 
politics,  later  becoming  a Democrat.  ]\Irs.  Trask  sur- 
vived her  husband  some  years,  dying  Eeb.  5,  1871. 

HON.  HENRY  DARLING  HEYDON, 
broker,  former  legislator.  State  Senator,  etc.,  Cen- 
treville,  R.  I.,  while  not  of  Rhode  Island  anteced- 
ents is  himself  a full-fledged  Rhode  Islander  whose 
career  has  reflected  credit  upon  the  State.  He  de- 
scends, however,  from  an  ancient  and  honorable 
family  of  the  neighboring  Commonwealth  of  Con- 
necticut— the  Heydons  or  Haydens  for  generations 
being  inhabitants  of  the  historic  Connecticut  \'al- 
ley.  Erom  William  Hayden,  the  American  ances- 
tor of  the  family,  Henry  I).  Heydon's  descent  is 
through  Daniel,  Ebenezer,  Daviil,  David  (2),  Da- 
vid (3)  and  David  Heydon  (4).  These  generations 
in  detail  follow  in  the  order  named.  Heydon  is 
the  English  spelling  of  this  family  name. 

(I)  Lieut.  William  Hayden,  probably  of  a 
Somerset  or  Devonshire  family  in  England,  came 
to  New  England  in  the  “Mary  and  John,’’  locat- 
ing at  Dorchester,  Alass.,  in  1630 ; was  made  a 
freeman  at  Dorchester  in  1634.  He  first  appears  in 
Connecticut  at  Hartford,  where  he  received  land 
in  the  first  distribution,  1639.  He  served  under 
Capt.  Mason  (whose  life  he  saved)  at  the  Pecpiot 
Eight,  1637,  for  which  he  was  granted  a lot  on  the 
Soldier’s  Field  of  Hartford.  He  settled  at  Wind- 
sor probably  not  far  from  1643.  His  wife  died  in 
1664,  and  in  1665  he  removed  with  the  first  set- 
tlers to  Homonoscott  (Clinton,  Conn.),  about  which 
time  he  married  (second)  Margaret,  widow  of 
William  Wilcockson,  of  Stratford,  Conn.  In  1667 
he  was  one  of  the  deputies  from  the  town  of  Kenil- 
worth (Killingworth,  Conn.)  ; was  one  of  the 
three -petitioners  for  authority  to  organize  a church 
there.  He  died  Sept.  27,  1669.  His  children  were: 
Daniel.  Nathaniel  and  IMary. 

(H)  Lieut.  Daniel  Hayden,  born  Sept.  2, 
1640.  married  iMarch  17,  1664.  Hannah,  daughter 
of  William  and  ^largaret  Ydlcockson,  of  Strat- 
ford, Conn.  iMr.  Hayden  retained  the  Hayden 
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homestead  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  worked  the  old 
"Stone  I ’it"  (|uarrv  of  the  town;  served  as  select- 
man, commissioner  and  lieutenant  of  trainband, 
etc.  He  was  engaged  in  Ring  Phili[)'s  war.  He 
settled  his  sons  around  him  in  Windsor.  He  died 
March  22,  1712.  His  widow  died  April  19,  1722. 
Their  children  were:  Daniel,  Hannah,  Nathaniel, 
William,  William  (2),  Samuel,  Ehenezer  and  iMary, 

(HI)  Ehenezer  Hayden,  born  Dec.  14,  1O81, 
married  Jan.  12,  1708-09,  Mindwell  (probably  a 
daughter  of  Edward  Criswold).  He  resided  in 
Windsor  and  inherited  from  his  father  a part  of 
the  original  homestead.  He  removed  later  in  life 
to  Harwinton.  Conn.,  and  there  died.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Ehenezer,  iMindwell,  Jedediah  and 
Idavid. 

(I\’)  David  Hayden,  horn  Jan.  21,  1715-16,  mar- 
ried Jan.  19,  1737-38.  Dorothy  Allen,  of  W'indsor. 
He  removed  to  Harwinton,  Conn.,  about  1752,  and 
died  in  September,  1772.  aged  fifty-six  years.  His 
children  were:  David,  Elijah.  Dorothy,  Lucy,  Al- 
len. Mindwell,  Jerusha,  Eleanor  and  Pollv. 

(V)  David  Hayden  (2),  horn  Oct.  8,  1738. 
married  iMarch  ii,  1761,  Jemima  Ellsworth,  who 
died  at  Angelica.  N.  Y.,  I'eh.  13,  1828,  aged  eighty- 
five  years.  iMr.  Hayden  died  there  Eeh.  3.  1813. 
aged  seventy-four  years.  Their  children,  probably 
horn  at  Harwinton,  Conn.,  were : David,  Jemima, 
Newell.  Peletiah,  Oliver,  Ahijah,  Lyman  and  ()live. 

(\’J)  David  Heydon  (3),  horn  Dec.  20,  lyhi. 
in  Harwinton,  Conn.,  removed  to  Creenhush,  N. 
’’4'.,  where  he  died  in  1835.  He  was  twice  married 
and  he  had  children  as  follows:  iManta,  Miles  L.. 
]’>ateman  E..  Julia,  William  H.,  Ann  J.  and  David. 

(\T1)  David  Heydon  (4),  born  iMarch  2, 
1822.  in  Creenhush,  N.  Y.,  married  in  1849, 
mima  C.  Johnson.  They  lived  for  a time  in  the 
town  of  Coventry.  Their  only  child  was  Henry 
Darling.  David  Heydon  (4)  was  educated  in  his 
native  town,  and  from  an  early  age  worked  in  a 
cotton  mill  in  New  York  State.  In  his  young  man- 
hood he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  locating  at  Phenix, 
whence  after  some  time  spent  in  the  mills  he  went 
to  Woonsocket,  and  became  foreman  in  the  Purn- 
ham  mills,  in  the  spinning  department.  After  some 
years  there  he  went  to  Providence  and  engaged  in 
the  hoot  and  shoe  business  on  Main  street,  meeting 
with  considerable  success.  IMoving  then  to  Con- 
necticut, he  became  superintendent  of  the  mill  at 
Killingly,  retiring  at  the  end  of  a few  years.  He 
now  resides  in  East  Killingly.  retired  from  active 
work,  though  hale  and  hearty,  in  full  possession  of 
all  his  faculties  in  spite  of  his  eighty-five  years.  In 
])olitics  he  is  a Re])ublican,  and  in  religion  a Bap- 
tist. His  good  wife  died  in  1903,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Crom])ton. 

(\'H1  ) Henry  Darling  Heydon  was  born  on 
Christmas  Day,  1851,  in  the  town  of  Coventry, 
R.  1..  only  .son  of  David  and  Remima.  His  in- 
fancy and  childhood  were  passed  in  his  native 
town,  btit  his  youth  he  spent  in  Woonsocket  and 


Providence,  his  parents  removing  to  Y'oonsocket 
when  Henry  was  nine  years  old.  He  supplemented 
his  early  school  training  in  Mount  Pleasant  Acad- 
emy, Providence,  and  in  that  city  began  his  prep- 
aration for  business  as  a clerk  in  a store.  Later  he 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  dry  goods  business 
at  Olneyville,  R.  1.  Subsequently  he  was  the  man- 
ager at  that  point  of  an  established  business  for 
some  three  years.  An  opportunity  presented  itself 
in  1874  for  him  to  assume  charge  of  a business  at 
Crompton  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  this  Common- 
wealth, which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  its  credi- 
tors : and  this  ])roved  a wise  acceptance,  for  it  led 
to  permanent  and  honored  citizenship,  to  position 
and  influence,  and  to  that  success  in  business  all 
strive  to  attain.  In  less  than  a year  from  his  lo- 
cation at  Crompton  he  formed  a business  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Daniel  W.  Batchelder  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  business  of  wdiich  he  had  been  in 
charge,  the  two  continuing  together  until  1904. 
when  the  business  was  disj^osed  of.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  a brokerage  business. 

iMr.  Heydon  had  not  been  long  at  Crompton 
ere  he  became  a full  Hedged  citizen  -of  the  village, 
interested  and  active  in  lines  looking  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  both  village  and  town,  and  his  fel- 
low citizens  found  in  him  a man  well  fitted  for 
leadership,  and  they  elected  him  to  this  office  and 
to  that,  the  duties  of  which,  with  their  responsi- 
bilities and  cares,  he  efficiently  discharged  in  a man-  ‘ 
ner  characteristic  of  the  man.  He  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  W'arwick  in  1883, 
and  has  continued  such  relations  through  all  of  the 
years  that  have  come  and  gone,  and  for  several 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  board.  Eor  some 
five  3-ears  or  more  he  served  Warwick  as  town  au- 
ditor : this  was  along  in  the  late  eighties  or  early 
nineties.  Erom  1883  to  1887  or  1889  he  was  post- 
master at  Crompton.  He  was  a member  of  the 
official  staff  of  Governors  Taft  and  Ladd,  with  the 
rank  of  Colonel.  He  has  a number  of  times  rep- 
resented his  town  in  both  branches  of  the  State 
Assembly.  He  was  elected  to  the  House  in  1879 
and  in  t888,  and  served  continuousl}^  in  that  body 
until  ]\lay,  1899.  He  was  a member  of  the  Einance 
committee,  one  of  the  most  important  committees 
in  the  House,  and  after  a few  years  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  committee,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  six  years,  the  remainder  of  his  term  in 
that  body.  He  was  elected  to  the  Senate  in  April. 
1900,  and  again  served  as  a member. of  the  Finance 
committee.  He  also  served  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Unfinished  Business  and  the  commit- 
tee on  Pulfiic  Institutions.  He  was  a member  of 
the  committee  on  the  purchase  of  a permanent 
cam])  ground  for  the  State  Militia,  and  also  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  procure  a site  for  the 
new  armory  in  Providence.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber and  secretary  of  the  board  of  examiners  of  the 
State  Normal  school.  He  is  a director  in  the 
Ihiited  National  Bank,  the  Central  Tru.st  Company 
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and  the  Central  Real  Estate  Coinpany  at  Provi- 
dence. He  is  a meinl)er  and  past  master  of  Man- 
chester Lodge,  No.  12,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Cov- 
entry, R.  I.  He  is  a member  of  Landmark  Cliap- 
ter,  No.  lo,  R.  A.  M.,  Warwick,  and  for  three 
years  was  high  priest  ; a member  of  St.  John's 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar ; of  Manufacturers 
I.odge,  No.  15,  1.  ().  O.  F.,  at  Olneyville ; and  of 
Franklin  Lyceum,  Providence.  He  also  belongs 
to  Kent  Club,  Warwick. 

On  March  16,  1881,  Col.  Heydon  was  married 
to  Charlotte  A.  Booth,  daughter  of  Wright  and 
jane  C.  (Bradley)  Booth,  of  Crompton,  R.  I.,  and 
two  children  have  blessed  the  union,  Ilow’ard  Ray- 
mond and  Wright  David.  Both  Col.  Heydon  and 
his  wdfe  belong  to  St.  Philip’s  Episcopal  Church,  iu 
which  he  is  a vestryman.  Airs.  Heydon  is  very  ac- 
tive in  all  church  work,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Girls’  Friendly  Society.  She  is  also  a member  of 
the  Coventry  Woman’s  Club. 

(IX)  Howard  Raymond  Heydon  was  born 
Jan.  23,  1882,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Crompton  and  graduated  from  the  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  high  school  of  Providence,  after 
wdiich  he  entered  Brown  P'niversity,  graduating  in 
1905.  During  his  term  at  Brown  he  visited  Europe, 
])rincipally  Germany,  where  he  continued  his  mu- 
sical studies  at  Hanover,  spending  some  fourteen 
months  in  diligent  study,  chiefly  of  string  instru- 
ments, under  the  able  teachers  there.  He  also  has 
done  considerable  w'ork  as  a composer.  Since 
leaving  school  he  has  became  identified  wdth  the 
National  Rubber  Company  of  Bristol,  at  this  time 
being  a sales  agent.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 
In  the  Alasonic  fraternity  he  is  affiliated  with  Alan- 
chester  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  and  Landmark 
Chapter,  R.  A.  Al.  In  November,  1906,  he  mar- 
ried Elsa  Sw’ats,  daughter  of  Charles  Swats,  of  St. 
Louis. 

(IX)  Wright  David  Heydon  was  born 
Alarch  3,  1890,  and  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  Crompton  schools,  later  attending  the 
Hope  high  school  in  Providence  two  years,  and  the 
Warwick  high’^  school,  and  in  1907  graduated 
from  the  Worcester  Academy,  Worcester,  Alassa- 
chusetts. 

ORRIN  SAYLES,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
April  6,  1908,  the  oldest  representative  of  the 
Sayles  family  in  Rhode  Island,  resided  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  was  born,  at  Sayles  Hill,  North 
Smithfield.  He  bore  lightly  the  weight  of  his  well- 
spent  ninety-two  years.  He  was  born  Jan.  17, 
1816,  and  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  the  Providence  Plantations. 

(I)  John  Sayles  married  about  1650.  Alary  Wil- 
liams, daughter  of  Roger  and  Alary  Williams.  They 
were  residents  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  Air. 
Sayles  was  of  record  as  early  as  1651,  on  Jan.  27th 
of  which  year  he  bought  property.  He  became  a man 
of  prominence  and  usefulness.  He  was  assistant  in 


1653,  1655,  1657,  1658  and  1659;  was  commis- 
sioner in  1655  and  1659;  town  clerk  in  1659  and 
1660;  warden  in  1658;  town  treasurer  in  1659  and 
1660;  deputy  in  1O69,  1O70,  1671,  1674.  1676,  it)77 
and  1678;  was  a member  of  the  town  council  in 
1670  and  1671.  He  died  in  1681,  as  did  also  his 
wife.  Their  children  were:  Alary,  horn  July  11, 
1652;  John,  born  Aug.  17,  1654;  Isabel;  Phebe ; 
Eleanor ; and  Catherine. 

(11)  John  Sayles  (2),  horn  Aug.  17,  1654, 
married  Elizabeth  Olney,  born  Jan.  30,  164O, 
daughter  of  Thomas  (2)  and  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Olney,  a native  of  1 lertfordshire,  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  New  England  in  the  sliij) 
‘‘Planter’’  in  1635,  and  became  an  original  pro- 
prietor of  Providence.  Air.  Sayles  was  a resident 
of  Providence.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1681, 
was  grand  juror  in  1688,  and  deputy  in  1694  and 
1706.  In  1694  he  had  laid  out  to  him  thirty-five 
acres  of  land,  coming  to  him  from  his  grandfather, 
Roger  Williams.  He  died  Aug.  2,  1727,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  Nov.  2,  1699.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  Alay  30,  1689;  John,  born  Jan. 
13,  1692;  Richard,  born  Oct.  24,  1695;  Daniel, 
born  Dec.  13,  1697;  and  Thomas,  born  Feb.  9, 
1699. 

(Hlj  Richard  Sayles,  horn  Oct.  24,  1695,  in 
Smithfield,  was  married  Nov.  24,  1720,  to  Alarcy 
Phillips,  daughter  of  Richard  Phillips,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Alichael  Phillips.  On  the  day  of  his 
marriage  Air.  Sayles  located  at  Sayles  Hill,  where 
he  owned  a tract  of  land.  On  this  land  was  a 
dwelling  house  erected  in  1688,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing in  a good  state  of  preservation,  and  is  now 
owned  by  Richard  Sayles’  great-great-granddaugh- 
ter, Aliss  Sally  W.  Alathewson.  This  house  is 
supposed  to  be  the  oldest  in  North  Smithfield ; it 
has  a large  fireplace  nine  feet  wide,  with  an  old 
fashioned  chimney.  When  the  town  of  Smithfield 
was  formed  Air.  Sayles  was  chosen  the  first  town 
clerk,  an  office  he  continued  to  hold  for  many 
years.  He  attained  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years, 
passing  away  on  his  farm  in  1775,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  Sayles  family  burying 
ground.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  His  children  were:  Daniel,  born  Feb.  7, 
1721;  Richard,  Aug.  5,  1723;  Israel,  Alarch  17, 
1725;  Elisha,  April  15,  1728;  Jonathan,  May  12. 
1730:  and  Gideon,  Alay  30,  1732. 

(I\')  Jonathan  Sayles  was  born  on  the  Sayles 
Hill  farm  Alay  12,  1730,  and  he  made  farming  his 
life  occupation,  owning  the  old  homestead  and  also 
several  other  tracts  in  and  around  Sayles  Hill.  He 
died  on  his  farm,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
burying  ground  there.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Paine, 
was  born  Aju-il  27,  1738,  one  of  the  twenty-eight 
children  of  Benjamin  IMine.  Twelve  children  were 
born  to  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  Sayles,  namely: 
Alice,  born  Feb.  5,  1755;  Amy,  Oct.  29,  1757; 
Rachel,  Jan.  27,  1760;  Benjamin;  Alary;  Gideon, 
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Nov.  23,  1765;  Elizabeth,  iNIarch  6,  1768;  David, 
Dec.  6,  1769;  Jonathan,  Nov.  29,  1772;  Hannah, 
July  16,  1775;  Israel,  Aug.  22,  1776;  and  Wel- 
come, April  4,  1779. 

(VO  ^^’elcolne  Sayles,  youngest  in  the  family 
of  Jonathan,  was  horn  on  the  old  home  farm  April 
4,  1779,  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  his  youth 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  a short  time,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  which  he  carried  on  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  bought  a tract  of  fifty  acres  from 
his  brother,  David,  and  on  it  made  some  improve- 
ments, the  farm  now  being  the  property  of  his  son 
Orrin.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a strong  Demo- 
crat, and  in  his  religious  belief  he  followed  the 
faith  of  his  fathers,  and  attended  Friends  Meet- 
ing. He  died  on  his  farm  Sept.  22,  1866,  in  his 
eighty-eighth  year,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  fam- 
ily cemetery.  In  Smithfield,  he  married  Aurelia 
VIowry,  who  was  horn  Dec.  12,  1782,  and  who 
died  April  2,  1867,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  To 
this  union  were  horn  the  following  children : Is- 
rael, born  May  3,  1806,  married  Sarah  Sprague, 
and  lived  in  the  town  of  Lincoln  until  his  death  in 
1888;  Jonathan,  horn  j\Iay  18,  1808,  died  April  10, 
1814;  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  17,  1810,  died  July  30, 
1815:  Elsie,  horn  in  1813,  married  James  Pitts, 
and  died  about  1842;  Orrin,  born  Jan.  17,  1816; 
Louise,  born  June  3,  1819,  died  l\lay  24,  1899; 
and  Charles,  born  Sept.  29,  1829  (?),  died  April  2, 
1838. 

(VI)  Orrin  Sayles  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  1835-36  attended  the 
Friends  School  at  Fryville,  Mass.  After  leaving 
school  he  worked  at  home  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  1839,  in  that  year  beginning  work  for 
himself.  He  went  to  Waterford,  Mass.,  and  there 
found  employment  in  the  first  mill  that  was  built 
there.  At  the  end  of  five  3-ears  he  returned  to 
Smithfield,  and  as  his  health  was  not  good  he  spent 
some  time  with  his  brother  Israel.  In  1851  he  ac- 
cepted a position  at  the  Rhode  Island  State  Prison, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  renting  a farm  at  Dexter  Limerock,  which  he 
operated  three  years,  and  then  he  bought  a tract 
of  fifty  acres  at  Harris  Limerock,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1867,  when  he  sold  out  to  Dr.  Ar- 
nold, of  Providence,  and  came  to  the  old  home- 
stead, on  Sayles  Hill,  and  built  his  late  home.  For 
forty  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  during 
which  time  he  accumulated  large  tracts  of  land,  at 
the  last  owning  180  acres,  fully  half  of  which  was 
under  cultivation,  the  rest  being  woodland.  He 
was  living  retired  from  active  labor  when  his 
death  occurred  at  Manville,  R.  L,  April  6,  1908. 
His  life  had  been  a temperate  one,  as  he  had  never 
used  strong  drink  nor  tobacco.  In  politics  he  was 
always  a Democrat,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  in  1840,  and  his  last  in  1904  for  Judge  Alton 
P..  Parker. 

Mr.  Sayles  had  in  his  possession  some  relics  be- 


longing to  his  great-grandfather,  Richard  Sayles, 
viz. : Plis  walking  stick,  and  an  ink  bottle  that  is 
over  180  3'ears  of  age. 

In  1853  Mr.  Sayles  married  IMaria  B.  Eaton, 
who  was  born  in  Killingl}',  Conn.,  and  who  died 
Dec.  12,  1866,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  3'ears,  ana 
was  buried  in  the  Sayles  cemetery.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union ; Louisa  Augusta, 
who  married  Orville  M.  Mowry,  of  Manville,  and 
has  three  children — Maria  Louise,  Alice  Sayles  and 
Orville  Milton;  and  Anna  kl.,  who  married  Fred- 
erick kliller,  and  lives  in  Providence,  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Helen  and  Lawrence. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Sayles  played  a good  citi- 
zen's part,  and  while  never  seeking  office,  never 
shirked  the  responsibility  when  thrust  upon  him. 
He  served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil of  North  Smithfield.  Although  past  fourscore  and 
ten  years,  Mr.  Sayles  had  an  elastic  step,  a clear 
mind  and  a vigorous  body.  He  managed  his  ex- 
tensive business  interests  to  the  last  in  the  prompt, 
systematic  and  methodical  manner  that  character- 
ized his  methods  a half  century  ago.  Quietly  and 
unostentatiously  he  pursued  his  course.  The  visitor 
found  in  him  an  interesting  gentleman  with  a vast 
fund  of  information  and  reminiscences.  He  had 
ever  been  a strict  temperance  man  and  liberal  in 
his  religious  views.  Uncommonly  successful  in  his 
business  relations  he  accumulated  a comfortable 
estate  and  ever  retained  a reputation  for  integrity 
and  fair  dealings. 

JOSHUA  PERKINS.  The  late  Joshua  Per- 
kins, of  Burrillville,  one  of  that  town’s  prominent, 
successful  and  valued  citizens,  was  a man  who 
reached  the  front  rank  of  the  substantial  men  of 
his  town,  and  one  whose  death  was  a distinct  loss 
to  the  community.  His  birth  occurred  March  17, 
1842,  in  Wiltshire,  England,  and  he  descended 
from  a family  which  is  an  old  and  numerous  one  in 
that  region  of  country. 

Joshua  Perkins,  grandfather  of  Joshua,  was  a 
IMethodist  minister  and  a native  of  Trowbridge, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  d3’ing  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  He  had  a family  of  four  daughters 
and  three  sons,  among  the  latter  being  Joshua  (2), 
father  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch. 

Joshua  Perkins  (2)  was  a shoemaker  by  occu- 
pation, and  resided  in  Trowbridge,  where  his  death 
occurred  Sept.  24,  1890,  when  he  was  seventy-four 
years  old.  He  married  Ruth  Harris,  whose  ancestors 
resided  at  Bristol,  England,  and  from  whom  came 
the  forefathers  of  many  of  the  Harrises  in  the 
L^nited  States.  Mrs.  Perkins  survived  her  husband 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years  in  Trow- 
bridge. To  Joshua  (2)  and  Ruth  (Harris)  were 
born  : Lydia,  born  in  1838,  died  in  young  woman- 
hood, unmarried;  Anna,  born  in  1840,  also  died 
unmarried;  Joshua,  bern  in  1842;  Stephen,  born  in 
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1844,  married  Selina  Whatley,  and  resided  in  Bur- 
rillville  for  a period,  later  locating  at  Providence, 
where  he  now  resides  engaged  in  shoe  dealing; 
Joseph,  born  in  1846,  who  married  Emily  Hill, 
is  a resident  of  Burrillville,  and  a sketch  of  his  life 
appears  elsewhere ; Plelen,  born  in  1848,  died  in 
infancy;  Emma,  born  in  1850,  married  (first)  Al- 
bert Bricker,  and  (second)  James  Cary,  and  re- 
sides in  Providence;  and  Frank,  born  in  1854,  mar- 
ried Isabella  Stone,  and  was  for  a time  engaged  as 
a merchant  in  Burrillville  and  later  in  Providence, 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Indian  Orchard,  iMass., 
being  employed  as  an  overseer  of  finishing. 

Joshua  Perkins,  son  of  Joshua  (2),  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  passed  his  early  boyhood  in  his 
native  place,  where  his  educational  opportunities 
were  very  limited.  He  never  attended  day  school 
after  the  age  of  eight  years,  his  subsequent  studies 
being  gained  in  the  night  school.  He  also  learned 
much  in  the  way  of  reading  at  Sunday-school.  Mr. 
Perkins  worked  in  his  father’s  shop  until  ten  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  work  in  a woolen  mill,  and 
continued  at  that  occupation  as  long  as  he  re- 
mained in  his  native  country.  Realizing  that  his 
only  capital  was  his  labor,  Mr.  Perkins’  thoughts 
turned  toward  this  country,  where,  he  was  in- 
formed, the  munificent  sum  of  one  dollar  was  ac- 
tually paid  as  daily  wages  to  a common  laborer,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  found  himself  pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  funds  to  make  the  ocean  voy- 
age. He  embarked  March  16,  1859,  01^  “West- 
ern Empire”  at  Liverpool  for  the  United  States, 
landing  in  Boston  after  a forty-five  days’  sail.  With 
little  money  in  his  pocket,  Mr.  Perkins  immediately 
set  out  for  Pascoag,  where  he  had  an  uncle  and 
aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Pierce,  Mrs.  Pierce  be- 
ing a sister  of  young  Joshua’s  father.  The  boy  at 
once  found  work  in  the  mill  of  James  O.  Inman 
as  a common  hand,  his  wages  being  sixteen  dollars 
per  month,  out  of  which  he  had  to  pay  his  board. 
Young  Perkins  was  so  apt  and  so  capable  that  dur- 
ing the  following  year  he  was  advanced  by  bis  em- 
ployer and  his  wages  correspondingly  increased, 
he  being  made  overseer  of  the  finishinig  room,  a 
position  he  held  while  he  remained  in  Mr.  Inman's 
employ.  In  1862  Mr.  Perkins  became  overseer  of  the 
Granite  Mills  then  operated  by  J.  T.  Seagrave  & 
Co.,  where  he  remained  three  years,  in  1865  being 
employed  by  James  Legg  & Co.,  successors  to 
Whitehead  & Legg,  as  overseer  of  their  two  mills 
at  Mapleville.  Here  he  remained  until  1871,  in 
which  year  he  went  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  for 
nine  months  he  was  overseer  of  finishing  in  the 
mill  of  LaFayette  Reynolds,  this  being  the  only 
period  that  ]\Ir.  Perkins  resided  elsewhere  than 
Burrillville  after  coming  to  this  country.  After 
returning  to  Burrillville  Mr.  Perkins  became  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  shoddy  in  the  Mohe- 
gan  Mills  for  i\lr.  Reynolds,  but  soon  returned  to 
IMapleville  to  serve  in  his  former  capacity,  contin- 
uing there  until  about  1877.  In  the  meantime,  with 


the  savings  of  himself  and  wife,  who  for  some 
years  previous  and  after  her  marriage  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mill,  he  established  a store  in  Nason- 
ville,  where  for  some  years  his  son,  Fred  W.,  was 
associated  with  him,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  Per- 
kins & Son.  In  1886,  in  com])any  with  Eli  Gilboa, 
Mr.  Perkins  leased  tlie  mill,  which  -had  been  idle 
for  a few  months,  and  which  had  previously  been 
operated  by  various  parties  with  indifferent  suc- 
cess, and  this  firm,  operating  under  the  name  of 
Perkins  & Gilboa,  began  tbe  manufacture  of  fancy 
cassimeres  and  worsteds  in  a four-set  mill  of  twenty 
broad  looms.  The  business  was  a success  from  its 
very  inception,  the  capacity  of  the  mill  being  in- 
creased rapidly  until  the  structure  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  In  1890  Mr.  Perkins  purchased  the  proj)- 
erty  of  William  Nichols,  at  Bridgeton,  and  com- 
pleted the  fine  house  then  in  course  of  construction, 
which  place  was  his  home  until  1898,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  it  to  remove  to  Sayles  avenue.  Here  he 
resided  until  his  death,  his  widow  now  making  this 
residence  her  home.  In  August,  1890,  i\Ir.  Perkins, 
in  company  with  his  son,  Fred  \V.,  and  brother, 
Joseph,  leased  the  White  Mill  at  Bridgeton,  op- 
erating it  for  two  years  under  the  name  of  the  Per- 
kins Manufacturing  Company,  Joseph  Perkins, 
however,  remaining  in  the  company  but  one  year. 
In  Jantiary,  1898,  the  Maple  Woolen  Company  v as 
formed,  Mr.  Perkins  being  president  of  the  com- 
pany, and  he  operated  the  Mapleville  IMill  for  about 
a year  and  one-half,  but  from  that  time  until  his 
death  Mr.  Perkins  enjoyed  rest,  although  interested 
in  several  enterprises.  He  was  a director  of  the 
Samuel  Fitch  & Sons  corporation,  of  Rockville, 
Conn.,  with  mills  in  Thornton,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Perkins  made  a trip  to  Europe  in  1885,  and 
visited  his  parents.  In  1900  he  was  making  prep- 
arations for  himself  and  wife  to  take  an  extended 
trip  through  England  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  was 
in  Rockville,  Conn.,  on  a business  trip,  wdien, 
while  apparently  in  the  best  of  health,  he  died 
very  suddenly  of  heart  trouble,  Jan.  31,  1900.  His 
remains  were  brought  to  Pascoag  and  interred  with 
Masonic  honors. 

Mr.  Perkins  w'as  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party,  be- 
ing very  prominent  in  town  affairs.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council  for  many  years,  serv- 
ing also  as  a member  of  both  branches  of  the  Leg- 
islature, always  receiving  large  majorities  when  a 
candidate.  He  served  as  postmaster  at  Xasonville 
from  1889  to  1896,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of 
his  store  business  to  his  brother,  Frank.  In  1866 
Mr.  Perkins  was  raised  to  the  degree  of  iMaster 
Mason  in  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Chepachet,  for  several  years  serving  as  secre- 
tary of  the  lodge;  and  was  a member  of  the  i\ la- 
sonic  A’eterans'  Association,  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  twenty-five  years’  standing.  He  was  so- 
cially connected  with  the  Pomham  Club.  Mr.  Per- 
kins attended  the  Laurel  Hill  iMethodist  Episcojial 
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Church,  serving'  as  trustee  when  the  present  struc- 
ture was  erected,  and  was  a most  liberal  contribu- 
tor to  its  support.  Mrs.  Perkins  is  also  connected 
with  that  religious  hcdy. 

On  Fell.  7,  1863,  Joshua  Perkins  was  married 
m Purrillville,  by  Rev.  Charles  IMorse,  to  Emily  j. 
(lulick,  born  April  ii,  1839,  i”  I’l'ume,  Somerset- 
shire, England,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann 
(Ihuld)  Gulick.  William  Oulick  brought  his  fam- 
ily to  this  country  when  IMrs.  Perkins  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  He  settled  in  Burrillville,  being 
overseer  of  finishing  in  various  mills  of  the  towm, 
and  later  purchased  a farm  near  Hopkinton  Cit} , 
town  of  Hci)kinton,  R.  I.,  there  spending  the  rest 
of  his  life.  Two  children  were  horn  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joshua  Perkins,  namely;  Fred  W.,  born 
April  25,  1869;  and  Ruth  E.,  born  April  30,  1874, 
died  IMay  24,  1889,  her  death  being  a most  severe 
blow  to  her  parents. 

Air.  Perkins  was  a man  of  high  integrity  and  of 
a particularly  genial  disposition,  ever  ready  to 
lend  a helping  hand  to  the  needy.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  the  Pascoag  Herald  re- 
ferred to  him  editorially  as  follows:  “In 
the  death  of  Joshua  Perkins,  Burrillville 
loses  one  of  the  most  kindly  and  generous  of 
her  many  manufacturers.  Mr.  Perkins  came  to  our 
town  from  England  as  a lad  of  seventeen  years, 
and  without  funds  began  by  strict  attention  to  bus- 
iness, and  by  a noble  heart,  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a successful  business  career.  As  his  funds  in- 
creased he  laid  aside  an  ample  store  for  his  fam- 
ily, while  he  opened  his  purse-strings  to  give,  with- 
out ostentation,  a helping  hand  to  those  about  him. 
He  was  honored  by  election  to  the  choicest  offices 
within  the  gift  of  the  town,  and  was  respected  for 
his  broad  liberality  of  thought  and  thorough  bus- 
iness methods,  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  family 
have  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  community  in  their 
great  bereavement.” 

While  Air.  Perkins  was  a successful  and  self- 
made  man,  he  ever  had  the  assistance  and  counsel 
of  an  industrious  and  thrifty  wife,  who  ahvays 
worked  hand  in  hand  with  him,  and  no  little  share 
of  his  success  can  be  attributed  to  her  help  and  co- 
operation. 

I'RED  \\  . Perkins,  the  only  son  of  Joshua  and 
F.mily  J.  (Gulick)  Perkins,  was  horn  in  Burrill- 
ville, April  25,  1869,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  ])ublic  schools  of  his  native  town,  this  be- 
ing supplemented  by  a course  at  Scholfield’s  Bus- 
iness College,  Providence.  After  leaving  school  he 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  Nasonville,  finally  becoming  sole 
owner  of  the  business.  In  1886  he  entered  the 
mill  of  his  father  at  Nasonville,  to  learn  the  man- 
ufacturing business,  and  remained  there  until  1890, 
in  which  year  he  became  a partner  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  mill  of  the  Perkins  Alanufacturing 
Company  at  Bridgeton.  In  this  capacity  he  con- 
tinued until  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire.  A 


short  time  later  Air.  Perkins  became  superintendent 
of  the  Pocasset  Warp  Company,  at  Thornton,  leav- 
ing there  to  become  a partner  with  Fred  F.  Ar- 
nold, under  the  firm  name  of  Arnold  & Perkins 
Alanufacturing  Company,  they  operating  the  mill 
at  Bridgeton  until  1895,  when  Air.  Perkins  became 
superintendent  of  the  Alaple  Woolen  Company,  at 
Alapleville.  After  about  one  and  one-half  years 
in  this  position  he  became  treasurer  and  general 
manager  of  the  Samuel  P'itch  Alanufacturing  Com- 
pany, at  Thornton,  R.  I.,  remaining  there  until  Jan. 
1,  1905,  since  which  time  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  Hope  Land  Company,  as  assistant  man- 
ager and  director  operating  Crescent  Park  and  the 
development  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  He  is  a 
member  of  Granite,  Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F.  & A.  Al., 
at  Harrisville,  and  of  the  Pomham  Club. 

Air.  Perkins  married  Sophia  Louisa  Bartlett, 
born  Nov.  14,  1868,  in  Burrillville,  daughter  of 
Fayette  E.  and  Harriet  F.  (Reynolds)  Bartlett, 
and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  son : PTed 
Bartlett,  Feb.  16,  1897. 

CHARLES  V.  NICHOLS.  It  is  not  the  men 
most  opulently  endowed  by  nature  with  brilliant 
intellects,  nor  the  genius  of  oratory,  that  in  the 
rounded  space  of  human  life  achieve  the  greatest 
good.  The  history  of  the  world  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  present  time  has  emblazoned  upon  its 
roll  of  honor  the  deeds  and  doings  of  an  illustrious 
army  of  plodding  faithful  toilers  and  zealous  men, 
with  whom  nature  was  not  especially  prodigal  of 
her  gifts,  and  who  never  sought  the  martyrdom 
of  fame.  With  this  class  of  enthusiasts  seek- 
ing the  useful,  advancing  the  right,  tenderly  con- 
templating the  past,  we  associate  the  men  and  wo- 
men of  the  Rhode  Island  Nichols  family,  and  more 
particularly  the  late  Charles  Nichols,  for  many 
years  a well  known  and  universally  respected  cit- 
izen of  the  city  of  Providence,  and  his  son,  Charles 
F.  Nichols,  of  the  same  city.  They  descend  from 
Thomas  Nichols,  the  forerunner  of  the  family  in 
America,  through  his  son  Thomas,  his  son  Benja- 
min, his  son  Joseph,  his  son  William  and  his  son 
Judge  Jonathan. 

Charles  Nichols,  son  of  Judge  Jonathan,  was 
born  Alay  28,  1816,  in  West  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and 
was  there,  reared.  In  youth  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  though  he  was  not  particularly 
studious,  was  of  (piick  perception  and  bright  mind. 
In  early  manhood  he  became  a teacher  in  the  local 
schools  for  a short  time.  His  father’s  family  had 
been  a large  one,  and  while  he  was  a man  of  some 
means,  his  ambition  lay  in  a higher  and  more  noble 
direction  than  the  mere  accumulation  of  money, 
therefore  young  Charles  was  early  obliged  to  as- 
sume his  own  support.  His  first  employment  was 
in  a cotton  mill  at  Lippitt,  and  his  comjiensation 
was  reckoned  at  three  and  six-pence  per  day.  He 
was  ])rovident  and  saving,  and  after  a time  had 
accumulated  one  hundred  dollars.  This  he  loaned 
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to  his  employer,  and  was  never  repaid,  as  the  latter 
soon  after  failed  in  business.  Discouraged  hut  un- 
daunted he  started  anew,  and  found  employment 
at  various  places,  among  which  was  \hdley  Falls, 
where  he  was  employed  for  some  time.  In  about 
1840  he  located  in  Providence,  where  he  established 
himself  in  the  grocery  business  on  Charles  street. 
His  beginning  was  in  a small  and  modest 
way,  but  as  his  acquaintance  widened  and 
his  pleasing  personal  qualifications  and  hon- 
orable business  methods  became  recognized, 
his  business  grew  to  most  prosperous  pro- 
])ortions.  His  business  acumen  was  sufficient 
to  have  enabled  him  to  have  accumulated  great 
wealth,  but  his  kind  and  generous  disposition  would 
not  permit  such  result.  Though  his  demise  oc- 
curred many  years  since,  he  is  still  kindly  remem- 
bered and  spoken  of  by  many  of  those  whom  he 
befriended  in  their  hour  of  need.  His  charities 
and  beneficence  were  not  of  the  spectacular,  but 
were  wdiolly  without  ostentation,  and  in  extending 
a kindness,  befriending  one  less  fortunate,  it  was  in 
the  true  si)irit  of  generosity  and  not  in  a manner 
calculated  to  impress  the  recipient  with  the  fact  of 
his  obligation.  He  had  fought  his  own  battle  and 
knew  well  the  sting  of  adversity.  He  had  trodden 
the  path  leading  to  success,  step  by  step,  attained 
it,  but  had  a thought,  a care  and  a compassion  for 
those  still  struggling.  Plis  business  life  was  a pros- 
perous one,  and  his  investments  in  real  estate  were, 
for  the  greater  part,  wise,  and  his  widow  and  son 
who  survived  him  at  death,  which  occurrexl  Sept. 
15,  1877,  were  comfortably  provided  for.  He  was 
a man  of  genial  disposition  and  found  much  in  life 
to  enjoy.  He  was  much  attached  to  his  home, 
which  was,  indeed,  his  kingdom,  and  of  which  his 
good  wife  was  the  queen.  His  intimate  friendships 
and  close  attachments  were  few  but  everlasting. 
In  his  latter  years  his  health  failed  and  it  became 
necessary  that  his  son,  Charles  F.,  should  abandon 
plans  for  his  own  career  and  assume  management 
of  his  father  business,  and  this  he  continued  to  do 
for  some  time  after  the  founder’s  death.  Mr. 
Nichols  married  Marcelia,  daughter  of  Cyril  and 
Sarah  (Shrieve)  Simmons.  She  was  born  Jan.  28, 
1821,  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  more  than 
eighty-one  years,  dying  June  21,  1902.  Mrs. 
Nichols  came  from  sturdy  stock,  and  descended 
from  Moses  Simmons,  the  founder  of  the  Ameri- 
can branch  of  the  family,  who  came  in  the  ship 
“Friendship”  in  1621,  and  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  Pilgrims.  Mrs.  Nichols  was  her  husband’s 
chief  counsel,  and  to  her  a measure  of  his  success 
is  due.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols 
were:  William  Arnold,  Mary  and  Charles  Frank, 
the  first  two  dying  in  youth. 

Charles  Frank  Nichols  was  born  Oct.  14,  1855, 
in  the  city  of  Providence.  His  education  began  in 
the  city  schools,  and  was  completed  with  a busi- 
ness course  at  a well  known  commercial  college. 
He  had  definite  plans  for  his  own  future,  and  was 


progressing  along  those  lines  when  his  father's 
health  necessitated  their  abandonment.  .Nfter  the 
death  of  his  father  he  conducted  the  business  for 
several  years,  and  when  it  was  disposed  of  Mr. 
Nichols  embarked  in  other  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Providence,  which  he  continued  until  his  property 
interests  demanded  all  of  his  attention.  Mrs. 
Nichols  was  Estella  Taft,  daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Delotia  (Sweet)  Taft,  of  Providence.  They  were 
married  May  3,  1874,  and  their  son,  Charles  Taft, 
was  born  Nov.  7,  1875.  IMr.  Nichols  resembles  his 
father  in  many  ways,  but  is  slightly  taller.  Socially 
he  is  genial,  gracious  and  cordial.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  though  in  no  sense  of  the  word 
a politician,  he  has  served  in  the  State  Legislature. 
In  early  manhood  he  became  a member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  being  a charter  memher  of  What  Cheer 
Lodge,  and  in  Masonry  he  has  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  being  a member  of  What  Cheer 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Providence  Chapter,  Prov- 
idence Council,  Calvary  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and 
all  the  .Scottish  Rite  bodies  to  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree, akso  belonging  to  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine. 

Charles  Taft  Nichols  was  born  Nov.  7,  1875. 
and  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  public  schools 
of  Providence,  and  in  what  was  then  the  Friends’ 
School.  He  next  took  a course  at  Dickinson  Semi- 
nary, Williamsport,  Pa.,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Technology  (which 
was  subsequently  consolidated  with  Tufts  Col- 
lege), taking  up  mechanical  engineering.  This  was 
followed  by  a jmactical  course  at  the  American 
Screw  Company  in  Providence.  Failing  eyesight 
necessitated  his  giving  up  that  kind  of  work,  and 
for  several  years  he  has  been  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness and  also  in  the  hotel  business.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Providence  Lodge,  No.  14,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Charles  Taft  Nichols  was  married  Nov.  14, 
1901,  to  Miss  Lois  \Vaite  Ripley,  of  Providence, 
and  one  daughter,  Lois  Deborah,  was  born  to  them, 
Aug.  8,  1903. 

WALTER  F.  FONTAINE,  one  of  the  best 
known  architects  of  the  State,  and  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Fontaine  & Kinnicutt,  Woonsocket, 
is  a native  of  that  city,  born  Jan.  12,  1871.  The 
Fontaine  family  are  of  .Scotch  origin,  but  for  many 
generations  they  made  their  home  in  the  Province 
of  Quebec. 

Charles  Fontaine,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  pari.sh  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  County 
St.  Hyacinthe,  where  he  was  a land  owner  and 
farmer,  and  where  he  spent  his  active  life.  He 
came  to  Woonsocket  in  his  declining  years,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  son,  with  whom  he  died, 
being  l)uried  in  .St.  Paul’s'  cemetery.  He  married 
.Sophie  Tinleine.  and  among  their  children  was 
John  Baptiste  F'ontaine. 

John  B.  Fontaine  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Hyacinthe,  Quebec,  in  1836,  and  was  there  edu- 


2206 


RHODE  ISLAND 


cated,  working-  on  the  fanii  until  of  age,  when  he 
came’to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Woonsocket, 
in  1857.  He  worked  for  the  late  Edward  Harris 
on  the  Pri\'ilege  mills,  after  which  he  became  fore- 
man for  the  late  Nathaniel  Elliott,  contractor  and 
builder,  and  during  his  employment  by  the  latter 
gentleman  he  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
Benedict  House  at  Pawtucket,  a large  jewelry  fac- 
tory at  Attleboro,  Hass.,  the  Riverside  Hotel  at 
Riverside,  the  INIonument  Plouse  and  High  school, 
Woonsocket.  He  afterward  started  in  business  for 
himself  and  built  the  Linton  Block,  St.  Ann  s 
Church,  convent,  rectory  and  gymnasium,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  best  work  ever  accomplished  by  him. 
His  last  contract  was  the  grammar  school.  High 
street,  but  he  died  before  its  completion.  His  death 
occurred  ^lay  26,  1895,  when  he  was  aged  fifty- 
nine  years,  and  he  was  Iniried  in  the  Precious  Blood 
cemetery. 

.Alr."^  Eontaine  was  a Republican,  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Woonsocket, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Board  of 
License  commissioners,  and  also  was  a member  of 
the  Park  commissioners.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  his  party,  serving  as  a member  of 
the  Fifth  ward  Republican  committee  and  on  the 
Citv  Republican  Committee.  He  was  a charter 
member  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society  of  Woon- 
socket, was  popular  with  all,  and  took  a great  in- 
terest in  the  town  and  its  development.  He  was 
a member  of  St.  Ann’s  pari.sh,  and  one  of  tbe 
founders  thereof. 

Hr.  Fontaine  was  married  in  Woonsocket  to 
Ella  ^I.  Prairie,  who  is  still  living,  and  resides  on 
Elm  street.  WHonsocket,  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren ; Charles,  a resident  of  Woonsocket ; Mabel, 
who  died  young;  Walter  F. ; Victor,  who  died 
voung ; Grace  E.,  a milliner  of  W oonsocket ; LeRo} 
N..  a clerk  in  the  postoffice,  Woonsocket;  and 
Clara,  at  home. 

Walter  F.  Fontaine  attended  the  public  and 
grammar  schools  of  Woonsocket,  and  desiring  to 
follow  a professional  career  entered  the  office  of  Mr. 
Willard  Kent,  architect  and  civil  engineer,  of 
W’oonsocket.  He  spent  five  years  with  Mr.  Kent, 
after  which  with  twenty  other  architects  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  United  States  (among  whom 
were  Albert  Kelsey,  who  has  been  delegate  a num- 
ber of  times  to  the  Architects’  Convention  in  Bel- 
gium; and  Joseph  Pennell,  a well  known  pen  and 
ink  artist)  he  visited  France  and  studied  architec- 
ture at  the  Chateaux  of  northern  France.  He  then 
entered  the  offices  of  Stone,  Carpenter  & Wilson,  ar- 
chitects of  Providence,  and  there  for  eleven  years 
he  was  engaged  as  an  architect,  during  which  time 
he  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Providence 
Public  Tfibrary,  the  Union  Trust  and  other  build- 
ings. In  1901  he  returned  to  Woonsocket,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account,  his  first 
work  being  the  Commercial  Building,  Main  street, 
and  the  police  station  on  Front  street.  He  also 


drew  plans  for  the  St.  Louis  de  Gonzague  Church, 
and  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Family  on  South  Main 
street,  WHonsocket;  St.  Mary's  French  Catholic 
Church,  Willimantic,  Conn. ; St.  IMathew’s  Cath- 
olic Church.  Central  I'alls,  R.  I. ; St.  Jacques’ 
French  Catholic  Church,  Taunton,  Mass. ; St.  Jo- 
seph’s French  Catholic  Church,  Attleboro,  Mass.; 
and  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Rhode  Island  School 
for  the  Deaf,  Providence.  In  1903,  Mr.  Fontaine 
took  into  partnership  Mr.  E.  H.  Kinnicutt,  since 
which  time  the  firm  has  been  known  as  Fontaine 
& Kinnicutt.  In  1906  Mr.  Fontaine  was  selected 
by  prominent  French  manufacturers,  Phiberghien 
Freres,  to  draw  plans  for  a large  mill  to  be  erected 
in  WHonsocket,  and  Mr.  Fontaine  made  a trip  to 
I*aris,  to  submit  the  plans.  While  there  he  made 
a trip  to  Havre,  and  visited  the  American  Consul 
there,  a personal  friend  of  Mr.  Fontaine's,  Hon. 
Alphonse  Gaulin,  Jr. 

Mr.  Fontaine  easily  stands  among  the  first  ar- 
chitects of  the  State.  His  ability  has  won  the  con- 
fidence of  a fine  list  of  customers,  and  his  genial 
and  courteous  manner  has  won  the  popularity  of 
all  classes.  He  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  council  five 
years,  two  years  as  councilman  and  three  years  as 
an  alderman,  being  chairman  of  the  commission 
that  constructed  the  Globe  bridge,  and  of  the  board 
that  paved  itiain  and  Clinton  streets.  He  served  on 
the  committees  on  Police,  Insurance,  Railroad  and 
Education.  He  is  a member  of  St.  Ann’s  parish. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  K.  of  C.,  and 
the  Business  Men's  Association.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  C.  N.  D.,  and  of  the  St.  Jean  Baptiste  So- 
ciety. 

Mr.  Fontaine  was  married  in  Nashaway,  N. 
H.,  to  Miss  Obbine  Lucier,  and  three  children  have 
been  born  to  the  union : John  Raymond,  Oliver 
Walter  and  Paul  Nelson. 

GEORGE  W.  RITCHIE,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  the  harness-making  and  carriage-re- 
pairing  business  in  Newport,  is  one  of  that  city's 
progressive  and  representative  citizens,  and  has 
served  the  city  for  several  years  as  a member  of  the 
common  council  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen.  He 
was  born  April  17,  1867,  in  Inverness,  Scotland, 
son  of  James  R.  Ritchie. 

James  R.  Ritchie  is  still  living  in  Scotland, 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  spent,  and  dur- 
ing his  active  business  career  was  a slater  by  trade. 
He  is  now  enjoying  a well-earned  rest,  living  re- 
tired, at  the  age  of  over  seventy  years,  after  a num- 
ber of  years  of  activity  in  the  business  world.  He 
married  Wilhelmina  Ross,  who  is  also  still  living 
in  her  native  country,  aged  sixty-five  years.  To 
Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Ritchie  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren ; Jessie  M.,  wife  of  John  Gammell  Dennis,  of 
Newport;  George  W. : and  Lillias,  wdfe  of  Patrick 
J.  Boyle,  of  Newport. 

George  W.  Ritchie,  as  stated  above,  was  born 
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April  17,  1867,  in  Scotland.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  land  until  he  was  eleven 
years  of  age,  when,  in  1878,  with  his  mother,  who 
came  to  America  on  a visit,  he  sailed  from  Glas- 
gow on  the  Anchor  Line  S.  S.  “Devonia,”  and, 
after  a voyage  of  sixteen  days,  arrived  in  New 
York.  Young  Ritchie  remained  in  this  country, 
and  in  1880  enlisted  as  an  apprentice  in  the  United 
States  navy  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  during  his  ser- 
vices in  the  same,  which  continued  for  a period  of 
about  five  years,  his  educational  training  was  con- 
tinued. In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1884,  while 
serving  on  the  U.  S.  S.  “Hartford,”  which  vessel 
was  at  the  time  the  flagship  of  the  South  Pacific 
Squadron,  stationed  off  the  coast  of  Peru,  he  met 
with  a very  severe  accident,  which  incapacitated 
him  from  further  service  in  the  navy.  After  par- 
tially recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  accident 
Mr.  Ritchie  was  sent  home  from  Callao,  Peru,  at 
which  place  the  “Hartford”  was  then  lying,  by 
way  of  California  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  in  June, 
1885.  He  again  settled  in  Newport,  and  there  took 
up  the  trade  of  carriage  trimmer  with  James  A. 
Easterbrooks,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  be- 
tween three  and  four  years,  during  which  time  he 
acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
that  business,  and  in  1889,  he  established  himself 
in  the  same  line.  He  not  only  does  harness  making 
and  carriage  repairing,  but  also  carries  a general 
stock  of  harness  and  carriage  supplies,  and  in  his 
business  has  met  w'ith  the  success  which  he  so 
richly  deserves. 

Socially  Mr.  Ritchie  is  connected  with  Weenat 
Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
of  which  he  is  a past  sachem:  Newport  Lodge,  No. 
104,  B.  P.  O.  of  E. ; Malhone  Lodge,  No.  93,  New 
England  Order  of  Protection ; and  the  Newport 
Yacht  Club,  in  all  of  which  he  is  an  active  and 
valued  member. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ritchie  is  a stanch  Republican 
and  a stahvart  adherent  to  the  principles  of  that 
party,  having  served  as  a member  of  the  Republi- 
can city  committee  from  the  Second  ward  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  in  1906  became  chairman  of  that 
committee,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since  contin- 
ued. He  has  also  served  efficiently  for  several 
terms  as  a member  of  the  common  council,  and  as 
a member  of  the  hoard  of  aldermen  from  the  Sec- 
ond ward. 

On  April  24,  1902,  Mr.  Ritchie  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Josephine  Blot,  of  New  York  City, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  the  following 
children : Edward  Cecil,  Sidney  Ross  and  Jame.'? 
Leslie. 

CALEB  SMITH  MANN,  for  many  years 
prominent  as  the  proprietor  of  a large  teaming 
business,  was  well  known  in  this  section,  and  in 
his  death,  which  occurred  June  19,  1896,  the  city 
lost  one  of  its  most  substantial  citizens. 


The  name  iMann,  spelled  Man  in  the  early  rec- 
ords, is  one  early  here  in  New  England  and  very 
old  in  England,  being  found  in  Domesday  Book 
as  early  as  1086.  W illiam  Mann,  said  to  have 
come  from  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  settled 
at  Cambridge,  and  his  name  was  perpetuated 
through  his  son,  Rev.  Samuel  Mann,  a graduate 
of  Harvard.  WYentham,  iMass.,  was  the  home  of 
the  early  family,  some  of  Samuel’s  descendants  set- 
tling in  Rhode  Island.  Erom  this  ancestor  came 
the  distinguished  Horace  Mann,  LL.  D.,  the 
statesman  and  educational  philosopher.  Another 
early  New  England  Mann  was  James,  of  Newport, 
who  was  a freeman  in  1653,  and  who  had  likely 
been  previously  at  Rehoboth,  where  his  son, 
1 homas,  was  a land  holder  in  1676,  removing  to 
Providence  in  1692,  and  all  of  whose  children  save 
the  youngest  were  born  in  Rehoboth.  Descendants 
of  this  family  are  all  through  this  region  of  coun- 
try, including,  of  course,  Rhode  Island.  Still  an- 
other early  New  England  iMann  was  Richard,  of 
Scituate.  Mass.,  who  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  in 
1644,  and  through  him  came  a numerous  posterity. 
These  were  among  the  forerunners  in  New  Eng- 
land of  a numerous  family  throughout  the  country. 

Benoni  Mann,  father  of  Caleb  Smith  Mann,  re- 
sided for  some  time  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
later  locating  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  his  occupation 
throughout  life  being  that  of  an  agriculturist.  He 
died  April  10,  1854,  aged  seventy-two  years.  His 
second  wife,  Elsie  Kenney,  who  bore  him  several 
children,  died  in  Pawtucket  Jan.  21,  1877,  aged 
seventy  years,  and  was  buried  beside  him  in  the 
Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Chepachet. 

Caleb  Smith  Mann  was  born  June  14,  1831, 
near  what  is  now  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  .was 
about  three  years  of  age  when  his  family  located 
at  Glocester.  He  was  the  eldest  child  born  to  his 
father’s  second  marriage,  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
able  was  put  to  work,  his  early  life  being  spent  in 
hard  labor.  His  schooling  amounted  to  only  a 
few  months  at  the  district  school,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  came  to  Providence,  at  this  time 
his  cash  capital  amounting  to  fifty  cents.  He  was, 
however,  ready  to  undertake  any  kind  of  labor  to 
earn  an  honest  dollar,  and  he  soon  found  employ- 
ment driving  a coal  wagon  for  the  A.  & \V. 
Sprague  Manufacturing  Company,  subsequently 
being  employed  by  other  firms.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  Mr.  Mann  had  saved  enough 
out  of  It^s  scant  wages  to  invest  in  a horse  and  wa- 
gon, and  establish  himself  in  the  teaming  business, 
wdth  headquarters  at  the  corner  of  “Pond  and 
Spring  streets  and  an  office  down  town.  Through 
his  reliability  and 'honorable  dealings  the  business 
prospered  from  the  start,  and  he  built  up  the  larg- 
est business  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  continuing  ac- 
tive in  its  management  until  his  last  sickness,  at 
which  time  he  was  using  over  thirty  horses  in  the 
business.  ]\Ir.  Mann  died  June  19,  1896,  and  was 
buried  at  Swan  Point. 
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111  politics  3ilr.  iManii  was  a Democrat,  but  he 
took  little  or  no  interest  in  public  matters.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Pomham  and  ^^'est  Side 
Clubs,  and  a pew-holder  in  the  Union  Congrega- 
tional Church.  IMr.  jMann  accumulated  a handsome 
competency  and  was  a large  holder  of  real  estate. 
He  was  a man  of  marked  peculiarities,  and  the 
principal  features  of  his  character  were  revealed 
by  his  deeds.  He  had  a powerful  and  retentive 
memory,  excellent  judgment  and  sound  common 
sense.  ' He  was  intense,  courageous,  strong  in  his 
convictions,  and  a fearless  defender  of  the  truth 
as  he  saw  it.  Quietly  and  unostentatiously  he  aided 
and  encouraged  many  people  hy  advice,  co-opera- 
tion and  manifold  forms  of  assistance.  He  was 
warm-hearted,  a kind  and  sympathetic  neighhor,. 
and  had  endeared  himself  to  a wide  circle  of 
friends. 

Hr.  Alann  was  married  (hrst)  to  Eliza  Ship- 
pee,  to  which  union  there  was  born  one  son  who 
died  in  infancy.  After  Airs.  AlaniVs  death  Air. 
Alann  married  (second)  Jan.  8,  1862,  Huldah  Tur- 
ner, a native  of  Cranston,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Huldah  (Colwell)  Turner  of  that  town.  ^Airs. 
Alann  survives  her  husband  and  resides  at  No.  77 
Alelrose  street.  To  them  were  born  these  children : 
Alaria  Louise,  who  tlied  young;  Edward  lurner; 
h'lorence  Bowen,  the  wife  of  Albert  E.  Stevens,  of 
Providence,  and  mother  of  one  son,  Clarence 
Alann;  Harry  Caleb,  who  died  June  30,  1904,  aged 
thirty-six  years ; and  W illiam,  who  died  young. 

Euwaru  Tukxek  AIanx,  who  is  now  the  owner 
of  the  business  established  by  his  father,  and  which 
is  now  conducted  under  the  hrm  name  of  Caleb  S. 
Alann’s  Son,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec. 
7,  1.864.  Lie  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  began  to  assist  his  father  while  yet 
in  school,  later  relieving  him  of  the  more  active 
management  of  the  business.  Subsequently  he  and 
his  brother,  Harry  C.,  became  partners  with  their 
father,  and  they  continued  until  Jan.  26,  1898, 
wdien  Edward  T.  purchased  his  brother's  interest, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  sole  owner.  He  in- 
herits much  of  his  father's  business  acumen  and 
some  of  his  characteristics,  and  like  him  has  at- 
tracted to  himself  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances 
and  warm  friends. 

On  Nov.  7,  1888,  Edward  Turner  Alann  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Charlotte  R.  Rem- 
ington. born  in  Harrisville,  town  of  Burrillville, 
daughter  of  the  late  DeWitt  C.  and  E^mna  R. 
(Harris)  Remington,  the  former  for  many  years 
a substantial  merchant  at  Harrisville.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Adann, 
namely;  Arthur,  born  h'eb.  i,  1890.  who  died  Eeb. 
5th  of  the  .same  year;  and  Caleb  Smith,  born  July  3, 
1891.  Air.  Edward  T.  Alann  is  fraternally  con- 
nected with  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A. 
AL.  at  Pawtuxet.  and  is  also  a member  of  the  West 
Side  Club,  Providence. 


JOSEPH  PERKINS,  a well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Burrillville,  now  living  retired, 
is  a native  of  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire,  England,  and 
son  of  Joshua  and  Ruth  (Harris)  Perkins,  and 
younger  brother  to  the  late  Joshua  Perkins  of  Bur- 
rillville, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 

Joseph  Perkins  was  born  Jan.  3,  1846,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
liegan  work  in  a woolen  mill  early  in  his  teens, 
and  was  employed  in  his  native  town,  also  spend- 
ing one  year  in  Wales.  In  1865,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  be- 
ing fourteen-  da3-s  en  route  on  the  steamer,  and 
thereon  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  John 
North,  now  a prominent  citizen  of  Woonsocket, 
who  was  about  the  same  age  as  Air.  Perkins.  These 
boys  became  favorites  with  the  ship's  officers,  who 
permitted  them  to  occupy  the  stewards’  quarters 
instead  of  the  ordinary  emigrant  accommodations. 
Joseph  Perkins,  on  landing  in  this  country,  came 
direct  to  Burrillville,  where  his  brother  Joshua  was 
then  located,  and  was  immediately  given  work  in 
the  mill  at  Uraniteville.  He  remained  there  one 
year  and  then  went  to  Amesbury,  Alass..  where  he 
spent  one  year.  Returning  to  Burrillville,  he  wa.s 
given  a position  in  the  mill  of  H’hitehead  & Legg, 
at  Alapleville.  There  Joshua  Perkins  was  boss  fin- 
isher, and  it  was  under  him  that  Joseph  Perkins 
acquired  his  knowledge  of  the  finishing  business. 
In  1869  he  became  overseer  of  the  finishing  room 
of  F.  R.  White  & Co.,  at  Chepachet,  and  held  that 
position  until  1890,  during  which  time  the  capacity 
of  the  mill  was  increased  from  ten  looms 
to  150  looms.  In  August,  1890,  he  became 
associated  with  his  brother  Joshua  and  Ali- 
chael  Donohue,  now  of  Baltic,  Conn.,  in  the 
operation  of  the  H’hite  Alill.  under  the  name 
of  the  Perkins  Alanufacturing  Company,  Jo- 
seph Perkins  retiring  from  the  firm  one 
year  later.  He  then  became  overseer  of  finishing- 
in  the  mill  of  Fred  L.  Sayles  & Co.,  at  Pascoag. 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years,  then  re- 
turning to  Chejiachet  to  take  the  position  of  over- 
seer of  finishing  in  the  mill  of  H.  C.  White  & Co. 
Later  he  acted  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  mill  of 
the  Oakland  H'orsted  Com];)any,  at  Oakland,  where 
he  continued  until  Alarch,  1903,  at  which  time  he 
resigned  his  position,  and  has  since  lived  retired. 
During  his  active  life  Air.  Perkins  has  been  a 
steadv.  hard-working  man.  careful  and  saving,  and 
he  has  ac([uired  a modest  competency. 

Air.  Perkins  was  married  in  Burrillville  to  Em- 
ily Hill,  born  in  Trow-bridge,  England,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Lawrence)  Hill.  Sam- 
uel Hill  and  his  familv  came  to  this  country  in 
1859.  and  .settled  in  Burrillville.  which  place  has 
since  been  their  home.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Perkins : Emma  Louise, 
born  Alarch  6,  1868,  married  Henry  A.  Sayles, 
of  Chepachet,  and  has  one  son,  Leonard  Perkins, 
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born  ^lay  i6,  1904;  I'rancis  W illiam,  born  Nov. 

17,  1869,  married  Lillian  Hill,  and  has  one  son, 
Joseph  Hill,  born  April  24,  1900;  and  Elizabeth 
Malvina,  born  Nov.  20,  1877,  married  Roscoe  E. 
Vallet,  a letter-carrier,  and  resides  in  Providence. 
Erancis  W’.  Perkins  acquired  his  knowledge  of  the 
woolen  business  by  workings  in  the  mills  with  his 
father,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  in 
1898,  he  became  overseer  of  finishing  in  the  Mohe- 
gan  Mill  of  the  W'ansknck  Company,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  since  held. 

Joseph  Perkins  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  for 
two  years  was  a member  of  the  town  conncil  of 
Pnrrillville,  serving  as  ])resident  of  the  body  in 

1904.  He  has  also  served  one  year  as  treasurer  of 
the  Pascoag  Eire  District.  He  was  made  a Master 
Mason  in  Eriendship  Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  E.  & A.  M., 
at  Chepachet.  in  1873.  ancl  served  as  master  in  1884 
and  1885.  He  is  also  connected  with  Che])achet 
Lodge  No.  II,  A.  O.  U.  WC,  in  which  he  has  been 
through  all  the  chairs.  He  and  his  wdfe  and  daugh- 
ters are  members  of  the  Calvary  Episcopal  Church 
at  Pascoag.  he  having  served  two  years,  1904  and 

1905,  on  the  executive  committee.  He  is  a man 
of  honorable  character,  ever  faithful  to  his  trusts, 
and  he  and  his  family  merit  the  high  regard  in 
which  they  are  held  by  all. 

E\’ERETT  EARNS,  paying  teller  of  the 
Washington  Trust  Company,  is  a descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Isaac  Barns,  the  line 
of  his  descent  being  as  follows ; 

(I)  Isaac  Barns,  born  in  1675,  died  at  Amagan- 
sett,  L.  L.  Aug.  20,  1769. 

(H)  Isaac  Barns,  born  at  Amagansett,  L.  L. 
Jan.  29.  1704.  died  April  22.  1772. 

(HI)  Nathaniel  Barns,  born  iMarch  18,  1740, 
died  in  June,  1796. 

(I\')  Nathaniel  Barns  was  born  Sept.  12,  iy6g. 
at  Amagansett,  and  died  Oct.  15,  1819.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Nathaniel,  born  in  1792,  died  Nov. 
26.  1811;  Cecors.  born  May  13,  1794.  died  Nov. 

18.  1862;  Benjamin,  born  July  8,  1796,  died  June 

24,'  1873;  Amos,  born  Eeb.  13.  1799:  Catherine, 
born  Dec.  25.  1800.  died  Oct.  4.  1863 ; Betsey,  born 
April  23,  1803,  died  March  23,  1884;  Sally,  born 
Nov.  24.  1805,  4^  1^91  • Lydia  P., 

born  Jan.  27.  1810,  died  March  4.  1884. 

(\')  Amos  Barns  was  born  at  Westerly,  R.  I., 
Eeb.  13,  1799.  He  settled  in  Westmoreland.  N. 
Y..  where  he  died  aged  ninety-five  years,  six 
months.  On  Jan.  13.  1822,  he  married  iMargaret 
Dickens,  born  in  Westerly,  who  died  at  W'estmore- 
land,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  27,  1872.  Their  children  were: 
(i)  Sylvester,  born  Eeb.  22.  1823,  died  at  White- 
water,  Whs.,  Oct.  28.  1900.  On  Oct.  7,  1847. 
married  Cornelia  Parker,  who  died  Dec.  28,  1893. 
Their  children  were:  Lillie  Antoinette,  born  March 
I.  1853  (died  Eeb.  13,  1855)  ; Carrie  Parker,  born 
Jan.  13.  1858  (married  iNIay  5,  1889,  Judson  J. 
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Rogers)  ; and  Margaret  Dickens,  born  Sept.  29, 
1863  (married  May  5,  1889,  George  O.  Kellogg, 
and  had  one  son,  Amos  Barns).  (2)  Matthew, 
born  Eeb.  19,  1825,  died  at  Westerly,  K.  I.,  Sept. 
18,  1903.  He  is  mentioned  in  full  below.  (3) 
Susan,  born  Sept.  12.  1827,  died  at  We.stmoreland, 
Jan  18,  1907.  (4)  Eranidin,  born  Oct.  30,  1829, 

died  CJct.  5,  1903.  He  married  (first)  Oct.  30, 
1866,  Kate  G.  Tarr,  who  died  July  12,  1887,  ami 
he  married  (second)  in  April,  1893,  Emma  Ker- 
win.  (5)  Arthur,  born  Nov.  3,  1831,  died  at  West- 
moreland May  5.  1880.  In  Ajirii,  1859,  he  mar- 
ried iMaria  Enos,  and  had  three  children : Lizzie, 
born  in  June,  i860;  Arthur  Courtland,  born  Oct. 
26,  1862,  who  married,  in  November,  1890,  Ida 
May  Carr,  and  had  children : Everett  Arthur 

(born  Sejit.  16,  1891),  John  Archibald  (May  31, 
1893)  and  Erederick  Carr  ( Jan.  16,  1897);  and 
Ralph  Ames,  born  Nov.  4,  1866.  (6)  Margaret 

was  born  Jan.  6,  1834.  (7)  Lydia,  born  Sept.  23, 

1835,  married  Nov.  4,  1857,  B.  Erank  WMters,  and 
had  two  children:  Edward  Herbert,  born  July  29, 
1858;  and  Claribelle,  born  July  17,  1862.  (Jf  these 
children,  Edward  Herbert  Waters  married, 
Oct.  26,  1881,  Nettie  Risley,  and  has  one  son,  Leslie 
Amos,  born  Nov.  22,  1891.  Claribelle  Waters  mar- 
ried, Oct.  17,  1888,  Eugene  K.  Kershner,  and  has 
children:  Helen  ^Marguerite,  born  Sept,  i,  1889; 
W'illiam  and  W'arren,  Jan.  13,  1892:  Willis  Eugene, 
Eeb.  8,  1893  : h'rank  Waters,  May  8,  1895  ; Dorothy 
Antoinette,  Aug.  27,  1897:  Harry  Vincent,  Jan. 
14.  1900;  and  Frederick  Herbert,  in  1902.  (8) 

Sarah,  born  July  21,  1837,  died  Aug.  23,  1839. 
(9)  Harriet,  born  Sept.  16,  1839.  died  April  28. 
1853.  (10)  Caroline,  born  Aug.  23.  1841,  married 

Dec.  2,  1869,  John  A.  Mankletow.  ( ii  ) Henry  D., 
born  Jan.  ii,  1844,  married  April  2,  1874,  Anna 
M.  Dodge. 

( VI ) Matthew  Barns,  son  of  Amos,  was  born  in 
Stonington,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Pawcatuck 
river,  nearly  opposite  Avondale,  or  as  it  was  then 
called,  the  Lottery,  Feb.  19,  1825,  and  he  died  at 
the  residence  of  his  son  and  only  child.  Everett, 
at  No.  54  Elm  street.  Westerly,  Sept.  18.  1903. 
He  was  descended  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines  from  sea-faring  men.  Mr.  Barns  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  at  Rome,  N.  Y..  and  soon  after 
came  to  Westerly  where  he  worked  for  a number 
of  years  for  C.  Maxson  & Co.,  and  also  as  a pat- 
tern maker  for  Cottrell  & Babcock.  He  was  a 
forty-niner,  having  been  one  of  a crew  who  went 
from  Westerly  to  California  to  seek  gold.  With 
him  were  Nicholas  Ball.  “Judge”  W.  H.  Cottrell, 
Clarke  Saunders  and  others.  It  is  believed  that  he 
was  the  last  survivor  of  the  party.  He  was  for  some 
time  in  the  fish  trade,  a pioneer  in  that  line  in  Wes- 
terly. having  a market  between  Main  street  and  the 
river.  In  this  venture  he  was  successful. 

Matthew  Barns  was  married  three  times.  On 
Sei)t.  4,  1848,  he  married  Martha  Burdick,  who 
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died  Dec.  i6,  1849.  He  married  (second)  Lydia 
Ann  Smith  (Helius),  who  died  Jan.  28,  1857,  the 
mother  of  one  child:  Eva,  born  Dec.  10,  1854, 
died  Jan.  11,  1857.  He  married  (third)  Oct.  4, 
1858,  Susan  Cole  Taylor,  who  died  Nov.  20,  1898, 
leavinj^  one  son,  Everett,  born  Dec.  30,  1859. 

Darns  was  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  liked  by  those 
who  knew  him,  and  loved  h,y  those  who  knew  him 
best.  Honest  and  upright,  he  was  a workman  of 
the  old  school,  whose  work  was  done  upon  honor. 

(\1I)  Everett  Barns  of  the  Washington 
Trust  Company  is  one  of  the  most  popular  public 
men  in  W'csterly.  He  has  not  changed  in  this  re- 
spect since  his  early  labors  were  devoted  to  steam 
trading  and  sailing  vessels.  Erom  the  pilot  house 
he  went  into  the  Westerly  postoffice  as  clerk,  Jan. 
16.  1882.  There  were  no  letter  carriers  in  those 
(lavs  and  the  corridor  in  No.  6,  Dixon  House, 
where  the  office  was  then  loca:ted,  was  the  most 
central  place  in  town.  When  the  Westerly  Wa- 
ter Works  Company  organized,  the  stockholders 
decided  that  Hr.  Barns  was  the  man  most  suited 
for  superintendent,  and  June  19,  1886,  he  gave  up 
his  position  as  assistant  postmaster,  and  two  days 
later  began  work  in  the  new  position.  Largeh^ 
through  his  constant  efforts,  the  new  enterprise 
soon  (developed  into  a paying  institution.  His  in- 
terest in  the  work  made  him  a valuable  man  and 
every  stockholder  spoke  words  of  praise  for  his 
unstinted  work  for  eleven  years. 

On  Jan.  4,  1892,  i\lr.  Barns  entered  the  Wash- 
ington National  Bank,  and  by  special  arrangement 
divided  his  time  between  the  water  works  company 
and  the  bank.  Since  the  transfer  of  the  water 
works  to  the  town  j\Ir.  Barns  has  devoted  all  of 
his  time  to  the  bank.  Hr.  Barns  is  now  paying 
teller  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company,  and 
the  representative  for  the  Hutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  of  New  AHrk,  which  last  position  he  has 
held  for  something  like  nine  years.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a rare  collection  of  old  prints  of  side- 
wheel  steamboats  of  Long  Island  Sound  and  the 
Hudson  river,  which  he  values  highly.  Hr.  Barns 
is  a Baptist  and  is  clerk  of  Calvary  Church  of  Wes- 
terly. 

On  Nov.  25,  1884,  Hr.  Everett  Barns  married 
Lilia  E.  Andrews,  and  they  have  two  children: 
^darion  Estelle,  born  Nov.  9,  1885;  and  Eva,  born 
Aug.  23,  1887. 

COLIN  ROBERTSON,  who  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  head  gardener  on  the  beautiful  estate  of 
iMrs.  RoHrt  Goelet,  in  Newport,  is  of  Scotch  birth 
and  ancestry.  Robert  Robertson,  his  grandfather, 
was  a lifelong  farmer  and  teamster  in  Scotland, 
and  there,  too,  his  father,  James  Robertson,  spent 
his  whole  life. 

James  Robertson  followed  his  father's  occupa- 
tion, that  of  a farmer.  He  passed  away  in  1896, 
at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  his  widow  Bettie 
(Leckie)  Robertson,  who  passed  away  in  Scotland 


in  November,  1905.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows : iMary,  who  is  married  and  living  in  Scot- 
land ; I’eter,  a farmer  in  Scotland,  where  he  died ; 
James,  gardener  for  Hrs.  T.  O.  Richardson,  of 
Newport;  Thomas,  who  died  in  Scotland;  David, 
a gardener  in  England ; Jessie,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Scotland;  Colin;  Jane,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Scotland ; Betsey,  at  home ; and  Wil- 
liam, engaged  in  tea  planting  in  India. 

Colin  Robertson  was  born  Harch  15,  1869, 
Forfarshire,  Scotland’  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  of  his  native  town,  attending  same 
until  he  was  nearly  fourteen  years  old.  Then  be- 
gan his  continuous  service  as  a gardener,  his  ap- 
prenticeship of  four  and  a half  years  being  spent 
partly  at  “Turin  House,”  partlv  at  “Belmont  Cas- 
tle,” and  finished  at  “Airthrey  Castle,”  all  in  Scot- 
land. Thus  equipped  with  training  and  experience, 
the  young  man  went  to  Edinburgh,  and  secured 
employment  for  several  months  in  Downey’s  nur- 
series. For  another  period  of  ten  months  he  was 
assistant  gardener  on  the  Jackson  estate  in  York- 
shire, and  then  .spent  a short  time  in  the  Dixon  nur- 
series in  Chester,  England.  His  last  two  positions 
before  coming  to  America  were  at  “Storton  Hall,” 
Lincolnshire,  England,  where  he  stayed  eight 
months ; and  on  the  Richie  estate  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  where  he  was  assistant  gardener  for  a 
year. 

In  1890  Hr.  Robertson  left  the  Old  World  for 
the  New,  embarking  at  Edinburgh  on  the  Cunarder 
“Scythia,”  for  Boston,  Hass.  Very  soon  after  his 
arrival  he  .secured  a position  as  assistant  gardener 
for  F.  L.  Ames,  near  North  Easton,  Hass.,  but  he 
gave  up  this  place  after  a few  months  to  go  to 
Newport,  R.  L,  where  he  was  employed  for  a time 
on  the  estate  of  Louis  Lorillard  and  also  at  Perry 
Belmont's  place  “By  the  Sea.”  From  Newport 
]\Ir.  Robertson  was  called  to  Staten  Island  to  be- 
come head  gardener  for  Louis  Houquin,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  two  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Newport  and  spent  the  same  length  of  time  as  as- 
sistant on  the  places  of  W.  Storrs  Wells,  Hon. 
Perry  Belmont  and  iMrs.  William  Astor,  and  two 
years  as  gardener  for  George  F.  Tyler.  Then  fol- 
lowed a period  of  eight  months  as  assistant  at  “The 
Breakers,”  and  another  of  a year  on  the  estate  of 
H.  jMcK.  Twombly.  On  Nov.  i,  1898,  Mr.  Rob- 
ert.son  became  head  gardener  for  Mrs.  Robert  Goe- 
let, and  has  remained  in  her  employ  ever  since, 
having  several  assistants  under  him. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  united  in  marriage  Feb. 
19,  1893,  to  Miss  Kathleen  Doyle,  daughter  of  John 
Doyle,  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Robertson  attends 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Newport,  while 
in  his  political  stand  he  is  an  independent  voter. 

HERBERT  BRADFORD  HORTON,  M.  D., 
physician  and  surgeon  at  East  Greenwich,  where 
lie  has  been  located  since  May  i,  1907,  is  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession  in  Kent  county. 
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but  is  one  wliose  success  is  assured.  He  is  a de- 
scendant of  the  old  Rehoboth,  IMass.,  family  of  that 
name,  which  has  many  and  distinguished  repre- 
sentatives all  through  New  England. 

Sylvanus  Horton,  great-grandfather  of  Dr. 
Herbert  IJ.  Horton,  was  born  Sept.  20,  1782,  son 
of  Daniel  and  IMary  (Goft)  Horton,  a complete 
record  of  this  family  a])pearing  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Sylvanus  Horton  married  Hannah  Slade, 
and  they  had  two  children : Henry  Slade,  horn 
Nov.  19,  1809;  and  Danforth  Gardiner,  born 
March  21,  1813,  who  married  Mary  S.  Simmons, 
a sister  of  his  brother’s  wife,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren : Sylvanus  Danforth,  Charles  Albert,  Mary 
Elizabeth  and  Frances  Amelia. 

Henry  Slade  Horton,  son  of  Sylvanus,  was 
born  Nov.  19,  1809,  i^i  Rehoboth,  and  followed 
farming  all  of  his  life.  For  a short  period  in  his 
earlv  married  life  he  resided  at  Dighton,  Mass., 
but  later  returned  to  Rehoboth,  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  James  Bliss,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
his  death  which  occurred  June  25,  1858.  He  also 
followed  the  business  of  auctioneer,  and  was  well 
and  favorably  known  in  that  capacity.  At  various 
times  he  held  town  offices  in  Rehoboth,  one  of  these 
being  membership  on  the  board  of  selectmen.  Mr. 
Horton  married  Arabella  Simmons,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1809,  daughter  of  Constant  Simmons,  of 
Dighton.  She  died  in  East  Providence,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  a leading  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  there.  Their  children  were : Nathan 

Bradford,  born  May  18,  1835  ; Albert  S.,  born  May 
9,  1837,  is  a farmer  at  Mansfield,  Mass. ; Lydia  J., 
born  July  15,  1838,  married  Nathan  M.  West,  of 
East  Providence,  where  they  lived  until  her  death ; 
Harriet  A.,  born  May  7,  1840,  died  unmarried; 
Hannah  S.  married  John  M.  Fisher,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.;  George  H.,  born  July  12,  1844,  is  a farmer 
and  butclier  at  Seekonk,  Mass. ; Angeline  E.,  born 
Dec.  30,  1845,  married  Daniel  Waldron,  and  died 
at  Dighton,  IMass. ; Constant  S.,  born  Jan.  7,  1848," 
is  Chief  Inspector  of  Detectives  at  Providence ; 
and  John  O.,  born  Nov.  28,  1850,  is  a dairyman  at 
Taunton,  Massachusetts. 

Nathan  Bradford  Horton,  born  May  18,  1835, 
at  Rehoboth,  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and, 
until  he  was  eighteen  }^ears  old,  each  winter  for  a 
few  weeks  he  attended  the  district  school.  He  then 
went  to  Taunton,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  carpenter,  under  Nicholas 
Crapo,  who  was  a well-known  contractor  and 
builder  of  that  place.  After  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship, he  worked  as  a journeyman  for  some 
time  in  Taunton  and  vicinity,  but  after  his  marriage 
he  resided  in  Rehoboth  for  about  two  years,  and 
then  went  to  Seekonk.  At  the  latter  place  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  five  years,  but  in  July,  1868, 
removed  to  East  Providence  Centre,  where  he 
erected  two  houses,  disposing  of  one  and  occu- 
pying the  one  in  which  his  daughter,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Curtis,  now  resides,  and  there  he  died,  June  22, 


1888.  His  death  was  caused  by  blood-i)oisoning,  re- 
sulting from  a cut  received  while  at  work,  which 
caused  his  decease  after  an  illness  of  but  one  week. 
He  was  then  but  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  and  his 
business  opportunities  and  outlook  were  most  prom- 
ising. In  politics  he  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat, 
but  in  local  matters  he  voted  for  the  man  he  con- 
sidered best^  fitted  for  the  office.  He  held  sev- 
eral local  offices,  being  a constable  during  his  res- 
idence at  Seekonk,  and  a school  trustee  in  East 
Providence.  He  is  remembered  as  a man  of  fine 
appearance,  and  possessed  of  much  strength.  He 
was  a member  of  Enterprise  Lodge,  No.  22,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  lived  closely  to  the  demands  of  the  Or- 
der. 

On  Dec.  7,  1861,  Mr.  Horton  married,  in  Nor- 
ton, Mass.,  Mary  Emmeline  Carj^enter  Martin,  born 
April  3,  1838,  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Ed- 
win AI.  and  Sybil  F.  (Haskins)  Alartin.  Mrs. 
Horton  was  a member  of  the  Newman  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  East  Providence.  After  several 
years  of  invalidism  her  death  occurred  April  22, 
1888,  two  months  prior  to  that  of  her  husband. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  Mary  Isabelle,  born 
March  4,  1863,  was  married  Sept.  5,  1883,  to 
George  Henry  Curtis,  a member  of  the  office  force 
of  the  Rumford  Chemical  Company.  He  is  a son 
of  George  E.  and  Elizabeth  S.  (Horton)  Curtis,  and 
a grandson  of  Shubael  and  Alatilda  (Buffington) 
Horton.  Mrs.  George  H.  Curtis  is  a member  of 
the  Newman  Congregational  Church,  and  is  very 
active  in  church  and  Sunday  school  work.  (2) 
Edward  Henry,  born  Nov.  27,  1864,  married  Nellie 
R.  Cunningham,  Nov.  27,  1888,  and  resides  in  East 
Providence,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a carpenter, 
having  learned  his  trade  with  his  father.  He  has 
two  children,  Edna  Alay  and  Edward  Elmer.  (3) 
Anna  Bradford,  born  Dec.  24,  1868,  died  Sept.  20, 
1869.  (4)  Alice  Harriet,  born  Alay  10,  1870,  is 

a successful  teacher.  (5)  Herbert  Bradford  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Dr.  Herbert  Bradford  Horton  was  born  Jan. 
25,  1873,  at  East  Providence  Centre,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the 
East  Providence  High  school  in  1892.  In  the  same 
year  he  entered  Brown  University,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1896,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He 
was  a member-  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  fraternity 
at  Brown.  Dr.  Horton  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  for  a time  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  East  Providence  Water  Company, 
and  for  six  months  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Union  Railway  Company,  now  the  Rhode  Island 
Company.  In  1897  he  entered  the  Aledical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  MicJiigan,  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor, and  in  1901  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  AI.  D.  While  at  the  latter  University  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Phi  Rho  Sigma  fraternity. 
He  immediately  located  at  Dollar  Bay,  Houghton 
Co.,  Mich.,  with  a contract  physician  in  the  cop- 
per territory.  Dr.  Horton  going  there  for  the  ex- 
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pericnce.  Later  he  practiced  at  Laurium,  Hich., 
and  in  .May,  1903,  he  removed  to  East  Providence, 
where  he  remained  until  :March,  1904,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Lonsdale,  R.  1.  He  came  to  Providence 
in  the  same  year,  and  in  May,  1907,  located  for 
practice  in  East  Greenwich. 

His  fraternal  associations  include  membership  in 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  at  East  Provi- 
dence, Laurium  Lodge,  K.  P.,  the  Modern  W ood- 
men of  America,  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Eoresters.  Prom  Jan.  i,  1906,  to  Eeb.  i,  1907,  Dr. 
Horton  was  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
East  Providence. 

NATHAN  RRADEURD  HORTON,  who  for 
twenty-one  years  was  a faithful  engineer  on  the 
I’rovidence  & Stonington  Railroad,  which  is  now 
a part  of  the  Shore  Line  Division  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  a successful  business  man  at  Prov- 
idence, is  now  living  retired  from  business  activity, 
and  is  a highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Edge  wood.  Mr. 
Horton  is  a descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  numerous  families  in  the 
town  of  Rehcboth,  .Mass.,  and  one  that  has  many 
descendants  among  the  representative  citizens  of 
Rhode  Island. 

( I ) John  Horton,  it  is  claimed,  with  two  broth- 
ers, came  from  England  to  New  England  as  early 
as  1640,  John  settling  in  Rehoboth,  soon  after  this 
year.  He  married  IMehitable  Gamzey,  and  they 
had  eight  children,  the  five  sons  being;  John,  Jo- 
tham,  Nathaniel,  Jonathan  and  David. 

pll)  Jotham  Horton,  second  son  of  John,  mar- 
ried (first)  Hannah  Martin,  and  (second)  Pene- 
lope Rounds.  His  children  by  his  first  marriage 
were:  IMercy,  Nathan.  Sarah  and  Hannah.  Those 
of  his  second  marriage  were:  Lieutenant  James, 
a Revolutionary  soldier ; Rarnett,  also  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier;  Rhoda,  and  Jotham. 

(HI)  Nathan  Horton,  son  of  Jotham.  born  Oct. 
I,  1733.  married  March  20,  1785.  Rhoda  Rounds, 
and  their  children  were:  Mercy,  .Ariel  Ik,  Lydia, 
James  Otis,  .Nathan  and  George. 

(I\'')  .Ariel  13.  Horton,  son  of  Nathan,  born 
.Aug.  II,  1 788,  was  a mason  by  trade  and  resided 
in  the  soutli  part  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  where 
he  owned  a small  farm,  to  which  he  devoted  the 
latter  ])art  of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  very 
suddenly  Alarch  27,  1852. 

On  Ian.  7,  1810,  'Sir.  Horton  was  married  at 
Rehoboth.  to  Freelove  Pearse,  who  survived  him, 
dving  at  Rehoboth.  and  both  were  buried  in  the 
private  cemetery  on  the  home  farm.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  ]\lercy.  who  married  Josei)h  Horton, 
a mason  and  farmer,  resided  in  Rehoboth ; 
Hiram,  a contractor  in  Rehoboth,  married  Eliza 
Dwellev:  .Averv  M..  a mason,  who  died  in  Provi- 
dence. married  Lucy  Hatch ; Ariel,  a mason  by 
trade,  married  Eliza  Hulin,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence; .Almira  became  the  wife  of  William  Rounds, 


of  Rehoboth ; Horace  deLaEayette ; and  Gilbert, 
who  married  Sarah  Pierce,  was  a farmer  and 
butcher,  and  resided  until  his  death  on  the  home 
farm  in  Rehoboth. 

(Y)  Horace  D.  Horton,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Jan.  11,  1825,  at  Rehoboth,  and  at  an 
early  age  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,, 
which  he  was  compelled  to  give  because  of  its  ar- 
duous character.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of 
mason  with  his  father,  and  worked  at  this  in  Re- 
hoboth and  vicinity  until  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  became  a foreman  in  the  employ  of 
Ellery  .Millard,  a well  known  contractor  of  Provi- 
dence. He  was  employed  here  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  2d  R. 
1.  \k  L,  and  served  nearly  three  years.  He  was 
taken  a prisoner,  and  for  some  time  was  confined 
in  Libby  Prison,  but  later  was  exchanged,  and  was. 
finally  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  at  Provi- 
dence. .After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the 
service  he  took  his  old  position  with  i\Ir.  Alillard,. 
and  remained  in  his  employ  until  the  latter’s  death, 
after  which  he  practically  retired  from  active  work, 
and  so  lived  until  his  own  death,  which  occurred 
Alay  3,  1894.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
Ujiper  Swansea,  IMass.  Air.  Horton  was  a patri- 
otic citizen,  and  an  industrious,  conscientious  man. 
and  his  exem])lary  life  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  him. 

Air.  Horton  was  married  in  Rehoboth,  to  Alar- 
tha  G.  M'est,  Iiorn  Alarch  7,  1824,  at  Bristol,, 
daughter  of  Steven  and  Alary  (Case)  West.  Airs. 
Horton  now  resides  on  Chalkstone  avenue.  Provi- 
dence, a lady  well-preserved  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  many  pleasant  social  connections.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  .Nathan  Bradford;  .Alphonso,  a ma- 
son by  trade,  died  in  Providence,  aged  thirty-three 
years:  Alartha  Emma  married  Erank  Young,  and' 
died  in  Providence;  Phoebe  A.  married  (first) 
Warren  Holden,  had  three  children,  George  W. 
(who  married  Nellie  Pierce,  lives  in  Rehoboth  and' 
has  one  child,  Warren  L.),  Alabel  C.  (who  mar- 
ried George  Bosworth.  of  IVovidence,  and  has  two 
children.  Afildred  and  Roland)  and  William  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years),  and  she  mar- 
ried (second)  John  Kay,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence ; Preston  W.,  a mason  at  Providence,  mar- 
ried Alarv  Siiooner,  and  they  have  si.x  children,. 
.Arthur  W..  Julius  E.,  George  F.,  Ethel  E.,  Charles 
and  Florence  T. ; Horace  G.  died  aged  fourteen- 
years ; James  H.  died  aged  eleven  months;  and 
Alary  Eva  died  aged  five  months. 

(AT)  Nathan  Bradford  Horton  was  born  Dec. 
23,  1844.  at  Rehoboth,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years  went  to  make  his  home  with  an  uncle,  Gil- 
bert Horton,  who  was  a farmer  and  butcher  of  Re- 
hoboth. with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  fif- 
teen years  old.  He  had  but , limited  educational 
oiiportunities.  enjoying  but  a few  winters  in  the 
district  school.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  came- 
to  Providence,  and  soon  after  was  employed  on  the- 
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estate  of  Closes  Goddard,  at  Potowoniut,  and  that 
j^entleman  took  more  than  an  ordinary  interest  in 
the  hoy,  who  was  a faithful  and  industrious  worker. 
He  remained  with  him  some  years,  but  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  became  a fireman  on  the  old  Provi- 
dence & Stonington  Railroad,  and  ten  months  later 
was  made  an  engineer,  securing  a passenger  run  al- 
most immediately,  which  was  very  unusual. 
Within  a few  years  he  was  given  the  run  on  the 
steamboat  train  from  Providence  to  Stonington, 
and  continued  in  that  capacity  for  seventeen  years, 
or  until  his  retirement  from  the  service. 

While  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad,  iMr.  Hor- 
ton established  a grocery  and  market  business,  on 
Atwells  avenue,  beginning  in  a small  way,  and  de- 
voting such  personal  attention  to  it  as  he  could 
when  not  on  the  road,  his  wife  looking  after  the 
business  during  his  absence.  Through  the  personal 
popularity  of  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Horton,  and  their 
square  and  honest  business  efforts,  they  built  up 
an  extensive  business  which  they  continued  for  fif- 
teen years,  during  the  last  seven  of  which  Mr.  Hor- 
ton devoted  his  entire  attention  to  it.  Feeling  the 
eff’ect  of  a long  period  of  hard  work, ’such  as  he 
had  endured  from  early  boyhood,  iMr.  Horton  knew 
he  needed  rest,  and  in  1893  he  disposed  of  his 
business  and  has  since  lived  retired.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  suburb 
of  Edgewood,  where  he  owns  valuable  property, 
as  he  does  also  in  Providence. 

Mr.  Horton  was  married  in  East  Greenwich, 
R.  L,  March  30,  1871,  to  Harriet  C.  Arnold,  born 
May  13,  1847,  daughter  of  Joshua  anfTXucy  A. 
(Lovell)  Arnold,  the  former  a well  known  and 
successful  business  man  of  that  place.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  iMrs.  Horton,  all 
of  whom  have  been  given  educational  advantages 
of  a high  order.  These  are ; Orrin  B.,  born  Dec. 
6,  1872;  Lelia  A.,  Feb.  23,  1882;  Harry  H.,  Feb. 
4,  1887;  and  Harriet  E.,  Feb.  15,  1889. 

Air.  Horton  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  always 
declined  the  public  offices  which  his  fellow  citi- 
zens have  tendered  him.  He  is  a man  of  domestic 
tastes,  and  one  who  well  enjoys  the  healthy  out- 
door diversions.  In  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word 
he  is  a self-made  man.  In  his  efforts  since  his  mar- 
riage, he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  his  estimable 
wife,  whose  industry  and  thrift  are  only  equaled 
by  her  many  pleasant  ])ersonal  characteristics.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Horton  have  reared  a fine  family  that 
ranks  among  the  most  highly  esteemed  in  their 
community. 

JOSEPH  ADOLPHUS  PAGE,  who  during 
his  active  life  was  a well-known  contractor  and 
builder  of  Woonsocket  and  later  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  was  a native  of  Canada,  born  in  Riviere  du 
Loup,  Province  of  Quebec,  Dec.  15-  1827. 

The  earliest  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  Page 
family  of  whom  we  have  record  is  (I)  Robert 
Page,  born  in  1643,  ^on  of  Raymond  Page,  of  Que- 


bec. He  married  Alarguerite  Gaudin,  daughter  of 
Bartheline  Gaudin;  she  was  born  in  1657,  and  died 
Alarch  10,  1717,  at  La  Pte.  Au.x  Trembles,  Que- 
bec. They  had  five  children,  born  as  follows: 
Guillaume,  1671;  Alartin,  Sept.  29,  1O75  ; Jacques, 
Alarch  24,  1683  (died  Alarch  30,  1683)  ; Anne, 
June  16,  1685  (died  Alarch  4,  1736)  ; Pierre,  Xov. 
8,  1690. 

(11)  Guillaume  Page,  eldest  son  of  Robert,  was 
born  in  1671.  On  Xov.  19,  1692,  he  married  Isa- 
belle Teller,  who  was  born  in  1667,  daughter  of 
Etienne  Teller,  and  died  Alarch  25,  1711.  They 
had  four  children,  viz.:  Joseph,  born  June  5,  1697; 
Francois,  born  Xov.  7,  1700:  Etienne,  born  Jan.  l, 
1704;'  and  Antone,  born  April  27,  1710. 

(HI)  Etienne  Page,  son  of  Guillaume,  was 
born  Jan.  i,  1704,  and  on  April  17,  1730,  married 
Elizabeth  Alercure,  who  was  born  in  1713,  daugh- 
ter of  Erancois  Alercure,  of  Cap  Sante,  Quebec. 
They  had  a family  of  ten  children,  born  as  follows ; 
Francois,  June  10,  1731  (died  June  14,  1731); 
Alaria  Joseph,  Jan.  8,  1733  (married  Francois  de 
Sales  Alarcot  in  1756)  ; Joseph,  Alarch  14,  1734 
(died  June  21,  1734)  ; Joseph  (2),  Feb.  17,  1736; 
Etienne,  Dec.  15,  1737;  Alarie  Angelique,  July  13, 
1739;  Alaria  Elizabeth,  Alay  ii,  1745;  Augustine, 
Oct.  I.  1748;  Pierre,  Xov.  2.  1751  ; Guillaume.  Xov. 
20,  1752  (died  Dec.  4,  1752). 

(IV)  Pierre  Page,  son  of  Etienne,  was  born 
Xov.  2,  1751,  and  was  a navigator  by  calling.  On 
Oct.  25,  1784,  he  married  Elizabeth  Duperon,  who 
was  horn  in  1748,  daughter  of  Charles  Xicholas 
Duperon,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1788.  One  son,  Jo- 
seph, was  born  to  this  union.  On  Jan.  12,  1790, 
Pierre  Page  married  (second)  Genevieve  Damiere, 
daughter  of  Jacques  Damiere. 

(\Q  Joseph  Page,  son  of  Pierre,  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  two  sons,  George 
and  Henry.  His  second  wife.  Alarie,  also  bore  him 
two  sons,  Eugene  (who  died  in  youth)  and 
Etienne. 

(\T)  Etienne  Page,  son  of  Joseph,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Quebec  and  there  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  which  he  followed  throughout  his  ac- 
tive life.  He  married  Aliss  Dube,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  namely : George, 
who  died  in  Canada  : Henry,  also  deceased  : Olive 
who  died  in  Canada:  Adeline,  who  married  and 
moved  to  the  West : and  Joseph  Adol]dius. 

(VH)  Joseph  Adolphus  Page  attended  the 
.schools  of  his  native  place,  but  he  was  only  twelve 
years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  aifd 
located  at  Woonsocket.  R.  I.,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment, making  his  home  with  friends.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  continued  in 
that  line  all  his  life,  making  a great  success  as  a 
contractor  and  huilder.  Eor  a number  of  years  his 
business  headquarters  were  at  Woonsocket,  and  he 
was  known  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  his  line 
in  that  section  of  the  State,  being  not  only  a builder, 
but  an  architect  of  acknowledged  ability.  Among 
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the  buildings  which  he  erected  in  and  near  Woon- 
socket should  be  mentioned  St.  Charles  Catholic 
Church,  Woonsocket;  the  Church  of  the  Precious 
Blood  (French  Catholic)  ; St.  Joseph’s  Catholic 
Church,  at  Pawtucket,  and  the  Catholic  church  at 
Bowenvillc.  ]\lass.  In  the  year  1880  iMr.  Page 
moved  his  home  and  business  to  Providence,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  continued 
his  work  as  a contractor  and  builder  with  steady 
success  throughout  his  active  years,  and  was  highly 
respected  as  a man  of  substantial  worth  in  the  bus- 
iness world  and  in  private  life.  He  died  Aug.  20, 
1904,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Charles  Catholic  cem- 
etery, at  Woonsocket.  Mr.  Page  was  a member 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  a consistent  Christian 
in  all  his  relations,  devoted  to  his  home  and  family, 
and  honorable  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Page’s  first  marriage  was  to  Sarah  Lusi- 
gran,  and  by  that  union  he  had  one  child,  now  de- 
ceased. i\lrs.  Page  died,  and  in  August,  1853,  INIr. 
Page  married  Eliza  Simpson,  daughter  of  Peter 
Simpson,  of  St.  Ours,  Canada ; she  was  of  English 
descent.  Mrs.  Page  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  a hue  Christian  woman  and  an 
intelligent,  devoted  mother,  and  her  memory  is 
cherished  in  the  family  circle  and  among  the 
friends  who  knew  and  loved  her.  She  passed  away 
April  8,  1898,  and  is  buried  with  her  husband  in 
St.  Charles  cemetery,  Woonsocket.  To  Joseph 
Adolphus  and  Eliza  (Simpson)  Page  came  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Eliza,  born  Oct.  8,  1854  (died 
in  November,  1875);  Adolphus,  July  30,  1856; 
George  Henry,  July  10,  1858;  Erank,  June  22, 
i860;  Annie  M.,  Aug.  12,  1864;  Eredejick  E.,  Aug. 
8,  1866;  Isabelle,  Oct.  8,  1868;  Arthur  A.,  Sept. 
25,  1870;  J.  Edmund,  April  23,  1873;  Waldo  A.. 
Jan.  20,  1876;  Elorence.  iMay  19,  1879;  and 
Grace,  June  10,  1882  (died  in  infancy). 

(VIII)  George  IIenry  Page,  son  of  Joseph 
Adolphus  Page,  and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Page 
& Page,  architects,  Providence,  was  born  July  10, 
1858,  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  there  began  his 
education.  Later  he  attended  Three  Rivers  Col- 
lege, at  Three  Rivers,  Quebec,  where  he  finished 
his  .school  training,  and  on  returning  to  his  home 
in  Rhode  Island  began  working  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  under  his  father.  He  continued  to  he  as- 
sociated with  him  in  that  line  for  a period  of  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  study  of  architecture  as  much  as  possible,  his 
practical  knowledge  aiding  him  greatly  in  this  pur- 
suit. In  1894  he  established  himself  as  an  archi- 
tect in  an  office  at  Pawtucket,  and  there  he  re- 
mained until  he  formed  a partnership  with  his 
brother,  Erederick  E.  Page,  in  Eebruary,  1906. 
The  brothers  took  the  name  of  Page  & Page,  and 
opened  an  office  on  Weybosset  street,  in  Provi- 
dence, where  they  have  won  deserved  recognition, 
Mr.  George  H.  Page  has  labored  faithfully  both 
at  Pawtucket  and  in  Providence,  and  liis  brother 
has  been  at  tlie  latter  place  for  the  greater  ]:)art  of 


his  career  as  an  architect.  They  are  considered 
worthy  of  a leading  position  among  the  members 
of  their  profession  in  the  State,  and  have  gained 
the  high  standing  they  enjoy  by  the  application  of 
their  abilities  in  the  most  intelligent  manner.  They 
have  spared  neither  time  nor  strength  to  build  up 
a patronage  worthy  of  their  best  efforts,  and  their 
work  is  a credit  to  the  profession,  leaving  a per- 
manent impress  upon  the  building  up  of  the  city 
in  a material  sense. 

In  1888  Mr.  Page  married  Miss  Bella  E.  Nor- 
mand,  of  Providence,  who  passed  away  in  July, 
1907,  leaving  a family  of  six  children,  viz. ; George 
H.,  Waldo  E.,  Raymond  J.,  Ernest  L.,  Blanche  C. 
and  Irene  B.  This  family  all  belong  to  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 

(VIII)  Erederick  E.  Page,  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Page  & Page,  was  born  in  Woonsocket 
Aug.  8,  1866.  He  received  his  education  there, 
in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
took  up  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  learned  un- 
der the  able  direction  of  his  father,  continuing 
with  him  for  a number  of  years.  Meantime  he 
began  the  s’tudy  of  architecture,  which  he  intended 
to  adopt  for  his  life  work,  and  for  a short  time  he 
was  associated  with  his  brother  in  Pawtucket.  But 
in  1892  he  opened  an  office  in  Providence,  and  in 
February,  1906,  formed  the  partnership  with  his 
brother  already  referred  to.  The  reputation  of  the 
firm  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  talent  these  broth- 
ers have  for  their  chosen  line  of  work,  and  the  con- 
fidence they  enjoy  among  the  most  substantial  bus- 
iness men  of  the  city  and  State  is  the  best  evidence 
of  their  high  personal  character. 

In  1889  Mr.  Frederick  E.  Page  married  Alica 
V.  Blake,  who  was  born  at  St.  Stephen,  New 
Brunswick,  Canada,  and  to  this  union  have  come 
four  children,  born  as  follows:  Edmund  E.,  Sep- 
tember, 1891;  Eeon  L.,  in  1893;  Alica,  1895;  and 
Erederick,  1897. 

(VIII)  Adolphus  Page,  son  of  Joseph  Adol- 
phus Page,  born  in  Woonsocket,  July  30,  1856, 
died  in  1898.  He  married  Ella  Hull,  and  they  had 
four  children : Bertha,  Anna,  Grace  and  Arthur. 

(VIII)  Annie  M.  Page,  eldest  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Adolphus  Page,  was 
born  Aug.  12,  1864,  in  Woonsocket,  and  married 
Sept.  20,  1887,  Dr.  Erancois  A.  Payan,  who  was 
born  at  St.  Louis,  Quebec,  July  26,  1853,  and  was 
a well-known  physician  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He 
died  Jan.  30,  1906,  leaving  a widow  and  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Annie  E.,  born  July  21,  1888; 
Erank  J.,  Jan.  i,  1890  ; Cecilia  J.,  Oct.  6,  1891  ; and 
Herbert  E.,  July  26,  1893. 

(\T1I)  Arthur  A.  Page,  son  of  Joseph  Adol- 
phus Page,  was  born  at  Woonsocket  Sept.  25,  1870, 
and  married  June  i,  1893,  Emma  Erances  Smith, 
of  Providence.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  auto- 
mobile business  in  that  city. 

IWII)  Waldo  A.  Page,  son  of  Joseph  Adol- 
phus Page,  was  born  in  Woonsocket  Jan.  20,  1876, 
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and  married  Helen  Nolan,  of  Providence,  by  whom 
he  has  two  children,  Waldo  A.  and  Helen.  He  re- 
sides in  New  York  City,  where  he  is  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Hapgoods. 

(VIII)  Florence  Page,  the  youngest  living 
member  of  the  family  of  Joseph  Adolphus  Page, 
was  born  May  19,  1879,  Woonsocket,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Arthur  J.  Sulton,  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Woonsocket  Teaming  Company,  of 
Woonsocket. 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  ALDRICH,  for  a 
number  of  years  one  of  the  best  and  most  favor- 
ably known  business  men  of  the  town  of  Scituate, 
and  later  well  known  in  commercial  and  real  es- 
tate circles  in  the  city  of  Providence,  was  a resi- 
dent of  the  latter  city  for  ten  years  preceding  his 
death,  which  occurred  Aug.  21,  1904.  i\Ir.  Aldrich 
descended  from  old  and  honored  Rhode  Island 
families,  concerning  whom  extended  mention  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

George  Erederick  Aldrich  was  born  Aug.  2, 
1838,  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  son  of  George  and  Alee 
(Angell)  Aldrich,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  town.  He  was  a young  man  of  ability, 
industry  and  thrift,  and  in  his  early  manhood  en- 
gaged in  such  ])ursuits  as  opportunity  afforded, 
eventually  engaging  for  a few  years  in  a general 
merchandise  business  at  the  village  of  North 
Scituate.  During  his  experience  there  he  built  up 
a most  prosperous  business  in  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing of  horses,  and  he  sustained  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  thorough  honesty  and  fair  dealing.  This 
business  necessitated  his  traveling  to  a considerable 
extent,  he  making  frequent  trips  to  Canada  and 
the  West,  where  his  early  rural  training  and  excel- 
lent native  judgment  served  him  to  good  purpose 
in  selecting  his  stock  purchases  for  the  market.  He 
was  more  or  less  actively  engaged  in  this  pursuit 
until  his  death.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  became  extensively  interested  in 
real  estate  dealings. 

Air.  Aldrich  was  a Union  man  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  participated  in  all  the  movements 
of  his  regiment,  the  loth  R.  I.  V.  I.  He  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  active  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  and  had  much  to  do  with  its  success,  and 
with  the  selection  and  election  of  its  local  candi- 
dates. He  was  several  times  elected  to  the  town 
council,  but  had  no  personal  political  aspirations 
in  the  line  of  office  holding.  Aside  from  the  G.  A. 
R.,  he  was  not  a member  of  fraternal  organiza- 
tions, but  was  most  popular  and  beloved,  possess- 
ing the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a great  number  of 
friends.  A lifelong  acquaintance  says  of  him : 
“He  was  a man  of  nerve  and  force ; was  warm- 
hearted and  liberal  when  justified  in  it.  He  lived 
close  to  the  Golden  Rule,  was  an  honest  man  and 
an  incorruptible  citizen.” 

On  Oct.  22,  1868,  Air.  Aldrich  married  Alary 
E.,  daughter  of  Tillinghast  Winsor,  and  she  sur- 


vives him  and  resides  at  the  commodious  residence 
rebuilt  and  remodeled  by  Air.  Aldrich,  on  Laurel 
Hill  avenue.  Elsewhere  there  appear  the  geneal- 
ogical and  historical  data  of  the  Winsor  family 
from  the  origin  of  the  family  in  America  to  the 
present  generation. 

Tillinghast  Winsor,  son  of  Andrew  and  Lydia 
(Waterman)  Winsor,  and  father  of  Airs.  Aldrich, 
was  born  Sept.  3,  1820,  upon  the  homestead  of  his 
father,  Andrew  Winsor,  of  whom  a monument  of 
his  erection  exists  in  the  old  Central  Pike,  which 
was  built  under  his  supervision.  The  community 
was  not  then  thickly  settled  and  jio  school  existed 
in  the  vicinity.  Andrew  Winsor  provided  a room' 
in  his  home  where  the  children  of  some  ten  families 
of  the  vicinity  received  instruction  in  the  primary 
branches  from  a teacher  employed  by  the  parents. 
These  educational  advantages  were  all  that  Til- 
linghast Winsor  received.  However,  he  was  a 
man  of  much  native  intelligence  and  force  of  char- 
acter, which,  combined  with  his  great  industry  and 
thrift,  accounts  for  his  success  in  life  and  the  ])rom- 
inent  position  he  occupied  in  the  affairs  of  his 
community. 

On  April  ro,  1843,  Gros- 

venor.  Air.  Winsor  was  married  to  Alary  Wdnsor, 
born  July  4,  1815,  daughter  of  Duty  and  Alee 
( Alitchelf)  Winsor,  of  Greenville,  R.  I.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Harrison  Tillinghast,  born  Aug.  i, 
1845;  Alary  Ellen,  born  Alay  2,  1849;  William 
Henry,  born  Alarch  4,  1851;  Emma  Erances,  who 
died  Jan.  3,  1859,  aged  five  years,  one  month, 
eleven  days ; and  Anna  Amelia,  born  April  27, 
1855,  who  married  W^aldo  E.  Earnum. 

DOUGLAS  (Exeter-WTsterly  families).  The 
Douglas  families  of  Southern  Rhode  Island  are  a 
branch  of  the  AUluntown,  Conn.,  Douglases. 
Among  the  first  settlers  of  that  town  were  a num- 
ber of  thrifty  Scotch-Irish,  of  whom  large  num- 
bers emigrated  to  New  England  and  Pennsylvania 
early  in  the  eighteenth  .century.  The  greater  part 
of  those  who  settled  in  Voluntown  were  from  Ul- 
ster. the  extreme  northern  province  of  Ireland,  and 
separated  from  Argyllshire,  Scotland,  by  the  nar- 
row North  Channel.  They  formed  so  large  a pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitants  of  Voluntown  that  they 
organized  a Presbyterian  Church,  the  first  and  for 
many  years  the  only  one  of  the  denomination  in 
Connecticut,  and  called  to  be  their  pastor  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Dorrance,  himself  lately  arrived  from  Ire- 
land, but  a graduate  of  Glasgow  University  in 
Scotland.  Erom  these  old  Scotch-Irish  families, 
the  Campbells,  Dixons,  Douglases,  Edmunds,  Gib- 
sons, and  others,  have  descended  many  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Connecticut.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  this  article  to  refer  especially  to  the  lives  and 
families  of  the  late  Joseph  Allen,  Daniel  Stanton 
and  the  late  Henry  Erancis  Douglas,  sons  of  the 
late  Daniel  AI.  Douglas,  to  their  Douglas  lineage, 
and  to  some  of  their  posterity,  among  whom  yet 
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in  active  life  are  Charles  Henry  James  Douglas, 
A.  Ih,  A.  M..  son  of  Henry  Francis  Douglas,  and 
Amos  S.  Douglas,  son  of  lianiel  S.  These  men  in 
turn  have  been  residents  of  Westerly  since  prac- 
tically the  close  of  the  first  ciuarter  of  the  century 
only  recently  closed,  and  for  the  past  fifty  years 
among  the  most  substantial  men,  as  well  as  useful 
citizens,  of  their  community,  as  their  forefathers 
had  been  of  \'oluntown  for  a hundred  years  be- 
fore them.  The  following  family  history  and  gene- 
alogy is  arranged  chronologically,  beginning  with 
the  emigrant  settler,  the  Roman  numerals  indicat- 
ing generations. 

(1)  James  Douglas,  born  in  1697,  probably  in 
I’lster.  but  without  doubt  in  the  northern 
l)art  of  Ireland,  and  almost  certainly  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  Douglas,  married  in  Ireland  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  and  with  his  wife  Janet  and  son 
Wdlliam,  emigrated  to  Connecticut  in  the  summer 
of  1729,  and  soon  after  settled  in  \'oluntown, 
where  a colony  of  his  countrymen  were  already 
located.  Itlr.  and  IMrs.  Douglas  brought  with  them 
the  letters  of  dismissal  from  the  church  of  which 
they  were  members  before  leaving  Ireland,  and 
they  were  received  into  the  Church  of  Voluntown 
through  these  Xov.  30,  1729.  Four  years  later 
l\lr.  Douglas  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  \’olun- 
town.  in  the  deed  he  being  styled  of  Stonington. 
This  farm  was  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Ekonk 
Hill.  Here  he  erected  a forge  and  followed  his 
trade  of  blacksmith.  He  was  the  first  and  for 
many  years  the  only  blacksmith  in  the  town,  and 
in  the  newly  settled  community,  composed  entirely 
of  farmers,  who  depended  upon  him  to  keej)  their 
cattle  and  horses  shod  and  farming  tods  in  repair, 
he  assumed  a position  of  importance  second  only  to 
that  of  the  minister.  IMr.  Douglas  is  remembered 
as  a man  of  magnificent  ])hysique,  a true  type  of 
the  stalwart  and  sturdy  Scotch-Irish.  He  was  con- 
stant and  faithful  in  his  church  relations,  having  his 
children  baptized  in  infancy,  and  bringing  them 
up  strictly  in  the  faith  of  their  fathers.  Ily  his  in- 
dustry on  the  farm  and  his  forge  he  accumulated 
a property  larger  than  most  of  his  neighbors  could 
boast  of.  and  he  passed  the  later  years  of  his  life 
as  a country  gentleman,  in  such  style  as  the  limited 
settlement  could  afford.  He  died  Jan.  15,  1770, 
in  his  seventy-third  year,  and  was  buried  in  the 
])arish  burial  ground.  His  wife,  Janet,  survived 
him,  and  died  Feb.  8.  1779.  Their  children  were: 
William,  born  Feb.  15,  1728,  in  Ireland;  Samuel, 
born  Dec.  22,  1729:  Elizabeth,  born  Alay  ii,  1732; 
James,  born  July  28,  1736;  Margaret,  born  Nov. 
9,  1738:  John,  born  June  9,  1741;  and  Janet,  born 
June  II,  1743. 

(H)  William  Douglas,  son  of  James,  born  Feb. 
15,  1728.  in  Ireland,  came  with  his  jrarents  to  Con- 
necticut in  1729,  and  was  brought  up  on  the  farm 
in  X'oluntown,  where  they  first  settled.  This  land 
\\  illiam  Douglas  inherited  from  his  father,  and 
upon  it  about  1758  built  a farm  house,  in  which  all 


of  his  children  were  born.  Xlr.  Douglas  was  a 
man  of  sterling  qualities  and  jiossessed  an  earnest 
Christian  character.  He  brought  up  his  children 
to  habits  of  industry  and  frugality,  and  accumu- 
lated a property  which  in  those  times  was  consid- 
ered ample.  His  estate  he  beciueathed,  after  the  cus- 
tom of  his  ancestors,  almost  wholly  to  his  eldest 
son,  James.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life  he 
suffered  much  from  his  eyes,  and  he  finally  became 
nearly  blind.  He  died  at  his  home  July  7,  1800. 
IMr.  Douglas -married  (first)  May  i,  1760,  Mary 
Pettis,  wdio  died  Dec.  29,  1779,  aged  forty-nine 
years.  He  married  (second)  Dec.  13,  1781,  Mar- 
tha Adams,  of  Richmond.  R.  1.  He  and  his  first 
wife,  Xlary,  were  buried  in  the  old  Douglas  burial- 
ground  near  the  western  shore  of  P)each  Pond,  in 
X'oluntown.  INIartha  Adams  was  a woman  of  great 
energy  and  ability,  keen  and  intelligent,  and  pos- 
sessed of  an  admirable  faculty  for  governing  the 
large  family  of  children  who  had  been  left  orphans 
by  the  death  of  their  mother,  whose  place  she 
filled  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  her  to  do. 
She  had  no  children  of  her  own.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Douglas  she  married  John  Richmond,  of 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  whither  she  removed,  and  where  she 
died  about  1822.  The  children  of  Mr.  Douglas, 
born  in  X’oluntown,  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
8,  1761;  James,  born  IMay  i,  1762;  XX'illiam,  born 
Aug.  23,  1763:  Mary,  born  March  23,  1765;  Jo- 
seph, born  Sept.  2,  1766;  Desire,  born  March  21. 
1769;  Ruth,  born  June  10,  1771;  Hannah,  born 
April  20,  1773;  and  Stephen,  born  July  9,  1777. 

(HI)  Joseph  Douglas,  son  of  XXdlliam,  born 
Sept.  2,  1766,  in  X'oluntown.  Conn.,  married  (first) 
Aug.  II,  1791,  Mary,  born  July  8,  1763,  in  Groton, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Lieut.  James  Campbell  and  his 
wife,  Dinah  Macmain,  and  granddaughter  of  Dr. 
John  Campbell,  the  first  physician  of  X'oluntown. 
She  died  May  3,  1837,  and  he  married  (second) 
about  1842,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  XX'ait  Reynolds, 
of  X’oluntown.  Xlr.  Douglas  purchased  a farm  in 
Voluntown,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  lake  called 
by  the  Indians  “Pancamack,”  and  now  known  as 
Peach  Pond.  Here  he  erected  a substantial  farm- 
house. on  a hill  overlooking  the  lake,  and  com- 
manding an  extensive  and  beautiful  view’  of  the 
surrounding  country.  In  this  house,  he  says  in  a 
memorandum  still  preserved,  “we  went  to  keeping 
house  h'eb.  15th  day,  1792.”  Upon  the  south  side 
of  the  great  stone  chimney,  may  still  be  seen,  in 
quaint,  old-fasbioned  characters,  the  inscription. 
“J.  1).  1791.”  Joseph  Douglas,  himself  a man  of 
unwearied  industry,  brouglrt  up  his  children  to 
habits  of  strict  economy,  but  gave  them  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  education  in  his  ])Ower,  and  was  care- 
ful that  they  should  obtain  the  benefit  of  whatever 
social  life  there  was  at  that  time  in  the  rather 
sparsely  .settled  region.  His  home  was  one  of  the 
centers  of  social  life  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr. 
Douglas  had  a sound  education.  For  his  times, 
his  culture  was  broad  in  extent  and  excellent  in 
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character.  His  proficiency  in  what  were  then  the 
higlier  branches  of  mathematics  qualified  him  to  act 
largely  as  a practical  surveyor  in  the  town ; and 
many  are  the  metes  and  hounds  of  farms  and  high- 
ways and  lots  of  land  that  now  testify  to  his  skill. 
He  was  educated  in  an  economical  family,  and  in 
economical  times,  and  he  was  a true  economist. 
He  accei)ted  the  golden  rules  of  duty  and  thrift 
found  in  the  Bible.  Mr.  Douglas  died  Aug.  8, 
1847.  His  widow  married  again  soon  after  his 
death,  and  removed  to  Exeter,  R.  I.  His  children, 
all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Dinah  and 
i\lary,  born  Dec.  20,  1792;  Mary,  born  Aug.  8, 
1794;  Joseph,  born  June  4,  1795;  Allen  C.,  born 
iMarch  5.  1797:  Daniel  iNlacmain,  born  June  15, 
1798;  Esther,  born  iMarch  7,  1800;  Tbomas  W’., 
born  Jan.  10,  1801  ; Henry  \V.,  born  May  24,  1803; 
and  John  W.,  born  June  i,  1806. 

(I\D  Daniel  Macmain  Douglas,  son  of  Jo- 
seph, born  June  15.  1798,  in  \*oluntown.  Conn., 
married  Aug.  18,  1822,  Mary  Stanton,  of  Preston, 
Conn.  In  1822  in  company  with  his  brother,  Al- 
len, he  purchased  a farm  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  built 
upon  it  the  house  which  in  1878  was  occupied  by 
his  nephew,  Allen  S.  Douglas.  He  was  an  active 
and  industrious  farmer.  Orderly  and  methodical 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  wisely  taught  in  the 
school  of  experience,  yet  quick  to  perceive  any  ad- 
vantage in  new  methods  proposed,  he  wasted  no 
material  in  making  doubtful  experiments  in  farm- 
ing. and  was  never  behind  his  neighbor  in  adopting 
real  improvements ; so  that  his  farm  was  always  a 
model  of  thrift  and  comfort.  He  died  July  21, 
1834,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six  years,  in  the 
midst  of  usefulness.  After  his  death  his  widow  re- 
moved with  her  six  children,  to  Rockville,  but  she 
survived  him  only  four  years,  dying  Oct.  4.  1838. 
aged  forty  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
Palmer  Stanton  and  Catherine  Fanning  Roth,  and 
was  born  in  Preston,  Conn.,  Dec.  14,  1798,  and 
was  a direct  descendant  of  Capt.  Thomas  Stanton, 
the  famous  Indian  interpreter,  who  came  from 
London  to  Virginia  in  1635,  afterward  removed  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  finally  settled  in  Stonington 
in  1658.  Mrs.  Douglas  was  possessed  of  a most 
amiable  disposition,  combined  with  great  personal 
beauty,  and  her  sweetness  of  spirit  endeared  her 
to  all  who  knew  her.  Their  children,  born  in 
Exeter.  R.  ]..  were:  Joseph  Allen,  born  June  22, 
1823;  Daniel  Stanton,  born  Oct.  27,  1824;  Henry 
Francis,  born  April  29,  1826;  Mary,  born  April  17, 
1831  ; Lucy  and  Lucinda,  born  March  28,  1834, 
the  latter  marrying  Walter  Havens,  and  residing 
on  Oak  street.  Westerly. 

(V)  Joseph  Allen  Douglas,  son  of  Daniel  M., 
born  June  22,  1823,  in  Exeter,  R.  I..  married,  June 
3.  1844.  Lucy  Emeline,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Abigail  (Main)  Thompson,  of  North  Stonington, 
Conn.,  where  she  was  born  Oct.  6,  1818.  At  the 
age  of  ten  years  Mr.  Douglas  began  in  the  spin- 
ning-room of  a cotton  mill,  and  from  then  un- 


til 1868,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  which  he 
spent  at  winter  schools,  where  he  received  a good 
English  education,  he  was  nearly  all  the  time  em- 
ployed in  cotton  mills,  rising  through  the  various 
grades  of  the  work,  until  he  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  cotton  mills  of  Dr.  John  E.  Weeden,  of  Nian- 
tic.  Having  held  this  position  several  years  he  re- 
signed it  in  1868,  on  the  death  of  his  son,  Henry, 
and  resumed  the  management  of  his  farm  near  the 
village,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Having  united 
with  the  Baptist  Church  in  X'oluntown,  Conn.,  in 
1843,  lie  transferred  his  meml)ership  to  the  Niantic 
Baptist  Church  in  September,  1854.  He  was 
elected  clerk  in  1859,  and  again  in  1865,  and  held 
that  position  for  many  years.  He  was  for  many 
years  an  active  Sunday-school  worker,  having  been 
connected  with  the  Sunday-school  in  Niantic  after 
its  organization  in  1848,  first  as  teacher  and  sec- 
retary, then  for  a deca(le  or  more  as  superintendent, 
during  which  time  the  school  enjoyed  great  pros- 
perity. He  took  great  interest  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  town,  and  served  as  trustee  and  treasurer  in 
his  district  for  many  years.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  for  several  years  a director  of  the 
Hopkinton  Bank.  He  was  elected  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  i860,  and  was  several  times  appointed 
guardian  and  administrator  of  a number  of  estates, 
and,  in  1873,  he  served  as  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  Wood  River  Railroad.  In  1877  he  was 
nominated  as  first  representative  from  Westerly  to 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
his  opponent  being  the  Hon.  Nathan  F.  Dixon, 
former  member  of  Congress  from  Rhode  Island. 
iNJr.  Douglas  consented  that  his  name  should  be 
used,  not  with  the  expectation  that  his  ticket  would 
be  elected,  for  Westerly  had  always  been  over- 
whelmingly Republican.  Mr.  Dixon  was  elected, 
though  the  Democratic  ticket  received  a larger 
vote  than  it  had  for  many  years. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas 
were:  (i)  Henry  Dixon,  born  Nov.  6,  1845,  mar- 
ried July  3,  1867,  Mary,  daughter  of  Gen.  John  B. 
and  Mrs.  Martha  (Green)  Steadman,  of  Westerly. 
iMr.  Douglas  was  a young  man  of  great  promise. 
He  died  April  22,  1868.  (2)  Mary  Frances,  born 

July  29,  1848,  in  Westerly,  married,  Dec.  31,  1873. 
Benjamin  Hazard  Barber,  of  Niantic.  (3)  Ella 
Thompson,  born  May  29,  1859.  in  Westerly,  mar- 
ried Hazard  Burdick,  and  has  three  children,  Lucy 
Joanna,  iMary  Ella  and  Helen  N. 

(V)  Daniel  Stanton  Douglas,  son  of  Daniel 
iMacmain,  born  Oct.  27,  1824,  in  Exeter.  R.  L. 
married,  iMarch  23,  1845,  Catherine  Perry 

Champlin,  of  Perry ville,  but  then  living  in  Dorr- 
ville,  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  Sept.  27.  1825, 
daughter  of  Elijah  and  Susannah  (Carpenter) 
Champlin,  and  one  of  a family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren. all  but  one  of  whom,  the  youngest,  lived  to 
mature  age.  When  Daniel  S.  Douglas  was  in  his 
tenth  year  his  father  died  after  a few  days’  ill- 
ness, leaving  his  estate  in  an  unsettled  condition. 
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At  the  end  of  two  years  his  mother,  finding  it  im- 
possible to  manage  the  farm  while  the  children 
were  so  small,  rented  it  and  removed  to  Rockville, 
R.  I.,  where,  in  about  one  year,  she  died,  after  a 
brief  illness,  with  typhoid  fever.  The  family  being- 
then  broken  up,  Daniel  S.  spent  a part  of  the  time 
till  he  was  twenty  in  the  employ  of  William  Ar- 
nold, in  the  village  of  Dorrville  (now  Niantic)  in 
the  town  of  Westerly,  where  he  attended  school 
during  the  winter  months.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage i\Ir.  Douglas  removed  to  the  village  of  Wes- 
terly, where  in  1849  he  opened  a livery  stable  on 
Alain  street,  opposite  the  old  stone  mill.  In  1853 
he  formed  a co-partnership  with  his  brother,  Henry 
F.,  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  S.  & H.  F.  Douglas, 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  United  States 
mail  between  Westerly  and  Newport,  and  carrying 
on  the  livery  business.  They  secured  the  mail 
contract  from  the  government,  and  for  four  years 
continued  to  carry  the  mails.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  the  partnership  was  dissolved  by  mutual  con- 
sent, Daniel  S.  continuing  to  look  after  the  mail  and 
Henry  F.  taking  charge  of  the  stable.  At  the  end  of 
the  four  years  for  which  the  contract  had  been 
awarded,  a new  contract  was  made  with  dififerent 
parties,  and  Air.  Douglas  opened  a grocery  store  on 
Alain  street  near  the  old  place  of  business.  In  1859 
he  purchased  the  steam  gristmill  on  Canal  strek, 
near  its  junction  with  High,  and  fitted  it  up  as  a liv- 
ery stable.  In  1861  he  was  awarded  the  government 
contract  for  conveying  the  mails  between  Wes- 
terlv  and  Hopkinton.  Having  carried  them  the  full 
terni  of  four  years,  he  was  again  awarded  the 
same  contract  in  1865.  In  1869]  in  company  with 
Henry  L.  Aliner,  of  Westerly,  he  purchased  a part 
of  the  Hammond  estate  on  High  street.’  The  old 
buildings  were  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  lot  and  the 
present  Douglas  & Aliner’s  block  erected  on  the 
street.  This  block  is  three  stories  high  in  addition 
to  the  basement,  and  contains  three  stores  and  a 
number  of  offices,  besides  a large  hall  in  the  upper 
story. 

By  habits  of  industry  and  thrift  Air.  Douglas 
has  accumulated  a handsome  property,  and  for 
many  years  has  not  devoted  himself  closely  to  busi- 
ness, relinquishing  it  in  part  to  his  son  Amos.  Dur- 
ing the  third  of  a century  and  more  he  was  in  ac- 
tive business  in  Westerly  he  acquired  a well- 
merited  reputation  for  fairness  and  honorable  deal- 
ing, and  he  has  long  been  a well-known  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  the  town.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Wes- 
terly. In  1874  a portion  of  the  large  estate  of  the 
late  Hon.  Rowse  Babcock,  lying  in  the  heart  of  the 
thriving  village  of  Westerly,  was  laid  out 
in  building  lots,  avenues  were  opened,  and  the 
property  thrown  into  market.  Air.  Douglas  at 
once  purchased  two  of  the  largest  and  most  desir- 
able lots  in  the  estate,  situated  at  the  junction  of 
BTigh  street  with  the  newly  opened  Grove  avenue, 
and  Ijcgan  grading  the  ground  preparatory  to  the 


erection  of  a house.  During  the  following  year  he 
completed  an  elegant  residence,  and  in  April,  1876, 
removed  to  his  new  home.  This  he  has  made  his 
permanent  residence.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  loca- 
tions in  the  village,  and  the  ample  grounds  and 
trees  and  the  modern  improvements  make  it  one 
of  the  beautiful  homes  of  Westerly. 

Air.  Douglas's  children  were:  (i)  Lucy  Ann, 
born  Oct.  15,  1847,  educated  in  Westerly  Institute, 
was  married  Sept.  24,  1877,  to  Edmund,  son  of  Dr. 
Samuel  and  Airs.  Esther  (Arnold)  Arnold,  born  in 
North  Kingstown,  April  15,  1842.  They  reside  in 
Westerly,  R.  I.  (2)  Amos  Stanton,  born  June  21, 
1850,  was  educated  in  Westerly  Institute.  (3) 
George  Hazard,  born  June  15,  1852,  died  July  2, 
1853. ^ 

(V ) Henry  Francis  Douglas,  son  of  Daniel 
AF,  born  April  29,  1826,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  married, 
Sept.  10,  1849,  Lydia  Lillibridge,  of  Griswold, 
Conn.,  born  Alarcli  22,  1828,  in  Exeter,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Clark  and  Phebe  (Bates)  Lillibridge. 
She  is  a direct  descendant  through  her  grandfa- 
ther, Jonathan  Lillibridge,  and  her  great-grandfa- 
ther, Benjamin,  of  Thomas  Lillibridge,  who  settled 
in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1699;  and  through  her  great- 
grandmother, Amy  (Sherman),  wife  of  Benjamin 
Lillibridge,  from  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  who  came 
from  Dedham,  England,  and  was  the  first  secretary 
of  Rhode  Island,  under  Gov.  A’illiam  Coddington, 
in  1639.  One  child,  Charles  Henry  James  Doug- 
las, of  Westerly,  was  born  to  the  marriage,  Alay 
13,  1856. 

When  he  was  eight  years  old  young  Henry 
Francis  Douglas’s  father  died  after  a brief  illness 
and  the  whole  care  of  six  children  devolved  upon 
the  mother  and  his  eldest  brother.  The  next  year 
of  his  boyhood  was  passed  in  the  family  of  his 
grandfather,  Joseph  Douglas,  a man  of  sterling 
qualities.  Three  years  later,  by  the  death  of  his 
mother,  caused  by  added  trials  and  a constitution 
naturally  delicate,  the  doubly  orphaned  children  be- 
came scattered  into  different  families.  Henry  F. 
lived  for  about  three  years  in  the  family  of  Oliver 
D.  Wells,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  attended  school 
at  the  old  academy  on  Union  hill,  since  widely 
known  as  the  Westerly  Institute.  Having  obtained 
the  foundation  of  a good  English  education,  in 
1845  he  began  peddling  dry  goods,  a business 
which  he  followed  for  five  years.  In  1850,  having 
married,  he  settled  in  Baltic,  Conn.,  and  opened  a 
store.  In  1851  he  determined  to  go  to  California, 
which  was  then  attracting  great  numbers  of  set- 
tlers, on  account  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in  that 
State  two  years  previous.  At  that  date,  although  a 
comparatively  short  time  ago,  the  journey  was  one 
of  weeks  and  sometimes  months,  instead  of  days, 
and  had  to  be  accomplished  in  emigrant  trains  over 
the  ])rairies,  or,  by  water,  around  Cape  Horn  or 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  chose  the  lat- 
ter route,  and  embarking  at  New  York  on  the 
steamer  “Georgia,”  June  ir,  1851,  after  a voyage  of 
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thirty-nine  clays,  stopping  on  the  way  at  Havana, 
Cuba,  he  arrived  at  San  Francisco.  He  minglecl 
with  the  throng  which  was  pouring  into  California 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  at  once  entered 
upon  work.  He  remained  in  California  two  years, 
working  hard,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  himself 
with  the  theory  and  practice  of  gold  mining.  At 
tlie  end  of  this  time,  feeling  anxious  to  be  at  home 
once  more,  and  to  obtain  relief  from  the  care  and 
anxiety  inseparable  from  an  active  life  among  such 
conflicting  elements,  he  sailed  from  San  Francisco, 
by  the  same  route,  Feb.  25,  1853,  and  after  a some- 
what shorter  voyage  than  the  first  reached  New 
York  on  the  25th  of  March. 

After  his  return  from  California,  Mr.  Douglas 
was  by  no  means  idle.  For  the  greater  part  of  a 
third  or  more  of  a century  he  was  in  the  active 
service  of  the  government,  taking  contracts  to 
carry  the  mails  in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
much  of  the  time  combining  with  this  ^vork  the 
conduct  of  a livery  stable.  In  1853,  i*"* 
company  with  his  brother,  Daniel  S.,  he 
opened  a livery  stable  on  Main  street.  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  having  secured  the  contract  for  carrying  the 
United  States  mails,  between  Westerly  and  New- 
port. At  the  end  of  two  years  the  work  was  di- 
vided, Daniel  continuing  to  carry  the  mail  and 
Henry  taking  charge  of  the  stable.  In  1861  he  was 
awarded  the  contract  for  carrying  the  mails  be- 
tween Westerly  and  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  at  the 
next  term,  in  1865,  between  Westerly  and  New- 
port, and  also  between  Norwich  and  Colchester, 
Conn.  In  1869,  'O’’*  completion  of  the  “Dixon 
House,”  then  the  largest  hotel  in  New  England 
outside  of  Boston,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  pro- 
prietors, IMessrs.  Babcock  & Moss,  there  being  at 
that  time  no  stable  in  town  suitable  for  running  in 
connection  with  the  hotel,  he  erected  in  Coggswell 
street  the  largest  stable  in  the  village  and  opened 
a strictly  first  class  establishment.  At  this  time 
the  first  barouche  for  public  use  was  brought  to 
town.  Previously  there  had  been  no  similar  public 
carriage  in  the  village,  and  but  one  or  two  private 
ones ; and  the  opening  of  this  stable  marked  a great 
improvement  in  the  livery  business  in  Westerly.  In 
1866-67,  hG  built  for  himself  a residence  in  one  of 
the  most  desirable  locations  in  the  village.  In  De- 
cember, 1872,  he  disposed  of  the  livery  business  to 
Avery  Hoxie,  and  in  July,  1873,  again  received  the 
contract  for  carrying  the  mails  between  Westerly 
and  Newport.  During  the  summer  of  1875,  he 
again  visited  the  West,  this  time  going  by  a north- 
ern route  by  way  of  the  suspension  bridge  and 
Canada,  and  returning  through  the  Southern 
States  and  Washington.  In  March,  1876,  he  de- 
moved  to  the  City  of  Providence,  to  have  a care 
over  his  son,  who  had  entered  Brown  University 
the  previous  fall.  He  thereafter  resided  in  Provi- 
dence. 

Years  ago  Mr.  Douglas  began  a modest  col- 
lection of  books,  illustrating  New  England  history, 


mostly  biographies,  genealogies  and  books  of  a 
kindred  nature,  which  he  gradually  enlarged  by 
the  addition,  from  time  to  time,  of  works  of  real 
worth,  until  the  collection  became  valuable.  It 
includes  a number  of  local  histories,  of  which  but 
small  editions  were  published  at  the  time  of  issuing, 
and  which  soon  were  out  of  print.  In  the  depart- 
ment of  genealogy  of  New  Ifngland  families  it  is 
unusually  full ; and  probably  very  few  private  li- 
braries in  New  England  can  excel  it  in  this  par- 
ticular hranch  of  history.  With  a natural  taste  for 
historical  study  Mr.  Douglas  improved  such  op- 
portunities as  he  possessed  for  local  investigation. 
He  was  elected  a member  of  the  Worcester 
(Mass.)  Society  of  Antiquity,  June  5,  1877,  and  of 
the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
of  Boston,  March  6,  1878.  He  contributed  several 
historical  papers  of  value  to  the  New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register  (quarterly),  one 
of  which  on  “Robert  Campbell,  and  his  Descend- 
ants,” was  reprinted  from  the  Register  for  juiy, 
1878,  for  private  distribution.  He  was  also  an 
occasional  contributor  to  other  periodicals.  A 
quick  insight  and  sound  judgment,  l3y  which  he  in- 
tuitively selected  the  most  advantageous  course, 
enabled  him  to  turn  to  good  account  circumstances 
in  themselves  adverse.  His  intercourse  with  many 
different  classes  of  society  and  the  various  kinds  of 
business  to  which  he  turned  his  attention  afforded 
him  unusual  advantages  for  the  study  of  human  na- 
ture in  its  many  phases.  ^ 

(VH)  Charles  Henry  James  Douglas,  x-\.  B., 
A.  M.,  son  of  Henry  Erancis,  born  IMay  13,  1856, 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  married  Annie  S.  Sholes. 

Mr.  Douglas  enjoyed  the  best  schools  of  his  na- 
tive village,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  graded  public 
schools  of  the  town,  in  the  fall  of  1869,  he  entered 
the  second  grammar  school.  At  an  early  age  he 
showed  a taste  for  music,  and  was  placed  under  a 
competent  instructor.  He  continued  the  study  of 
music  with  the  best  teachers,  such  as  Dr.  Eben 
Tourgee,  B.  J.  Lang  and  Carl  Zerrahn,  teaching 
much  of  the  time,  until  the  demands  of  his  regular 
studies  obliged  him  to  relinquish  it,  in  1874.  Dur- 
ing a great  part  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  Westerly 
high  school  he  acted  as  local  correspondent  of  va- 
rious newspapers.  In  May,  1873,  he  became  con- 
nected, as  regular  correspondent,  with  the  Nor- 
wich Daily  Advertiser,  which  relation  he  continued 
until  he  accepted  a more  advantageous  offer  from 
the  Norwich  Daily  Bulletin,  with  which  paper  he 
remained  until  a change  was  made  in  the  manage- 
ment. He  was  editor,  for  the  class  of  1875,  of  the 
school  paper,  the  “Elm  Leaf.”  He  was  also  elected 
salutatorian  of  his  class,  but  declined  the  honor. 
He  graduated  from  the  Westerly  high  school  in 
June,  1875,  on  which  occasion  he  received  the  sec- 
ond Martha  C.  Babcock  Memorial  prize,  for  an 
essay  on  “Novels;  their  bane  and  benefit.”  After 
studying  further  with  the  Rev.  James  Paterson 
(Edinburgh  L'niversity)  and  with  Dr.  John  W. 
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Cicrhain  (Harvard  Lniversity),  lie  entered,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1875.  the  freshman  class  of  Brown  Uni- 
\ersitv  in  tlie  regular  course  for  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Brown  Chapter  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Alpha  fra- 
ternity *March  24.  1876;  secretary,  June  8,  1877; 
])resi(ient,  Dec.  14,  1878.  He  was  elected  a member 
of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  So- 
ciety May  2,  1877,  and  of  the  Worcester  Society 
of  Antiqinty,  June  9,  1877.  At  the  annual  decla- 
mation of  the  sophomore  class  for  the  Carpenter 
prizes  in  elocution,  in  June,  1877,  he  received  the 
second  prize.  He  was  appointed  a speaker  at  the 
junior  exhibition,  April,  1878.  In  June,  1878,  he 
was  elected  a senior  editor  of  the  college  paper, 
the  “Brunonian.”  In  October,  1878,  he  became  col- 
lege organist.  During  the  last  two  years  of  his 
college  course,  he  occupied  the  position  of  instruc- 
tor in  elocution  in  the  University  Grammar  School. 
During  the  winter  of  1878-79,  he  also  taught  in  the 
city  evening  schools.  These  duties,  together  with 
the  regular  college  work  and  the  collection  of  ma- 
terials for  and  publication  of  the  Douglas  Gene- 
alogy (1879)  fully  occupied  his  time  through  the 
entire  four  years  of  his  college  course. 


Bex  JAM  IX  H.vzakd  Barijer  was  horn  June  19, 
1849,  Benjamin  INlax.son  and  Martha  A. 

(Burdick)  Barber,  and  grandson  of  Deacon  Wel- 
den  and  Hannah  (Lewis)  Barber.  Deacon  Welden 
Barber  was  a farmer  in  the  southeast  part  of  Ho])- 
kinton,  and  was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Ghurch. 
His  children  were:  Benjamin  IMaxson,  James, 
John  L.  and  Welden. 

Benjamin  Maxson  Barber  (horn  in  Hopkinton, 
Eeh.  13.  1823,  died  in  Westerly,  Oct.  12,  1868) 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Niantic,  and  at  one  time  was  in  the  same 
business  in  Slatersville  and  Burrillville.  He  was 
a Whig  in  early  life,  later  becoming  a Republican. 
In  August,  1844,  he  married  Martha  A.  Burdick 
(horn  Nov.  5,  1821,  died  Jan.  17,  1878),  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Burdick,  and  their  children  were: 
Nathan  Maxson,  Benjamin  Hazard,  Elizabeth  Ann 
and  Mary  Hoxie  (who  married  Ered  S.  Gardner, 
of  Providence,  and  has  a son,  .Arthur).  Of  these, 
Nathan  Alaxson  Barber,  who  is  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Niantic,  married  Martha  Esther 
( iavitt,  and  has  children  : Phenella  ( who  married 
L.  B.  Kenyon,  of  Niantic,  and  has  a son,  Ray), 
Albert  G.  and  Jennie  Louise  (who  married  V.  S. 
Greene,  of  Gharlestown,  R.  I.,  and  has  a son, 
I'red) . 

Benjamin  Blazard  Barber  was  for  more  than 
thirty  years  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Niantic.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  that  faith  he  died  Sept.  6,  1906.  By  his 
marriage  with  Mary  J 'ranees  Douglas  he  be- 
came the  father  of  the  following  children : El- 
nora  D..  born  June  20,  1877,  married,  June  17, 
1901,  Charles  J.  Evarts,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  ; 


IaUu  G.,  born  Aug.  20,  1881,  died  Dec.  25,  1887; 
Berdie  C.  C.,  born  IMarch  29,  1886;  Lona  AL,  born 
May  27,  1889,  died  April  19,  1890;  and  Willis  R., 
born  Aug.  29,  1891. 

CAPT.  EZRA  GIFEORD.  Instances  are  in- 
deed rare  wherein  a man  “born  of  the  sea,”  and 
following  a seafaring  career  until  far  past  middle 
life,  has  retired  to  the  shore,  taken  up  his  abode 
in  a community  so  well  equipped  in  intelligent  citi- 
zenship and  progressive  men  as  is  Johnston,  R.  I., 
and  attained  such  prominence  as  did  the  subject  of 
this  memoir ; but  Capt.  Ezra  Gifford  descended 
from  men  of  worth  and  achievement  as  well  as  early 
settlement  in  New  England. 

(I)  \\dlliam  Giff'ord  appears  in  Sandwich,  Mass., 
as  early  as  1650,  and  by  the  genealogist  of  the  Gif- 
ford family  he  is  believed  to  have  been  the  same 
man  that  was  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  in  1647.  He 
was  a Quaker,  and  owned  land  in  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  at  Sandwich,  Ealmouth  and  Dart- 
mouth, Alass.  From  1650  until  the  time  of  his 
death  he  lived  at  Sandwich,  except  from  1665  to 
1670,  during  which  period  he  was  a proprietor  and 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Alonmouth,  N.  J.  He 
gave  by  will  to  his  sons  Jonathan  and  James  lands 
in  Ealmouth,  and  to  his  sons  Robert  and  Chris- 
topher lands  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  both  erecting 
homesteads  upon  their  estates.  Robert  continued 
to  live  in  Dartmouth,  while  Christopher  later  re- 
moved to  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and  both  have 
many  descendants  in  southern  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. 

(II)  Christopher  Gifford,  son  of  William, 
was  born  in  July,  1668,  and  married  (first)  Meri- 
bah,  and  (second)  Deborah,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Alary  (Freeman)  Perry,  who  was  born  in 
165,  and  was  of  Sandwich,  Dartmouth,  Alass.,  and 
Little  Compton,  R.  I.  Christopher  Gifford  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  died  Nov. 
22,  1748,  and  his  wife  Deborah,  died  in  1724. 
Their  children  were : Aleribah,  Christopher,  Au- 
dry,  Enos,  Alary,  Christopher  (2),  Deborah  and 
John. 

(III)  Enos  Gifford,  son  of  Christopher,  was 
born  I'eb.  6,  1693.  married  Phillis  Allen,  of 
Little  Compton,  R.  I.  He  died  in  Alay,  1769.  His 
children  were:  Deborah,  born  Ai)ril  2,  1725;  Ra- 
chel, l)orn  Alarch  3,  1727;  Elijah,  born  July  22, 
1729;  Canaan,  born  Alay  15.  1731;  Phillis,  born 
Alay  3.  1734;  Dorcas,  born  Aug.  13,  1736;  Enos, 
born  Alarch  22,  1740;  and  Joseph,  born  Jan.  2, 
1742. 

(I\')  Canaan  Gifford,  son  of  Enos  and  Phil- 
lis, was  born  as  above  recorded,  Alav  15,  I73i> 
and  married,  June  20.  1751.  Abigail  Salisbury,  who 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1733.  He  inherited,  by  will  of 
his  father,  the  southern  i^art  of  the  homestead  farm 
and,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  Elijah,  a cedar 
swam])  in  Dartmouth,  Alass.  He  died  June  25. 
1786.  His  children  hy  his  first  marriage  were: 
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Hercules.  l)orn  Jan.  9,  1752;  Rutli.  l)()rn  June  29, 
1756;  Noah,  born  Feb.  8,  1758;  and  Cbdeon,  l)orn 
May  5,  1760.  The  fatlier  married  (second)  July 
II,  1765,  Martha  Wilbur,  who  was  boru  March 
II,  1725,  and  to  them  was  born  Canaan,  on  June  12, 
1766. 

(V)  Noah  Gifford,  son  of  Canaan  and  Abigail, 
married  Martha  Hathaway,  and  their  children 
were:  Nathaniel,  born  April  26,  1798;  Clother, 
born  Jan.  25,  1800;  Esther,  born  Jan.  25,  1.80 1 ; 
Elizabeth,  born  April  20,  1802;  Noah,  born  Sept. 
8,  1804;  Abby,  born  in  1807;  Lydia,  born  March 
6,  1810;  Gideon,  born  in  February,  1813;  and 
Judith  C. 

(\T)  Clother  Gifford,  son  of  Noah  and  i\lar- 
tha  (Hathaway),  born  Jan.  25,  1800,  married, 
March  31,  1825,  Priscilla,  daughter  of  Elijah  Gif- 
ford (2),  and  their  children  w-ere : Ezra;  William 
Wilbur,  born  July  13,  1831;  Deborah,  born  Jan. 
26,  1838;  and  Elijah,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(\TI)  Ezra  Gifford,  son  of  Clother  and  Pris- 
cilla, was  born  in  Little  Compton,  R.  L,  June  23, 
182(3,  and  there  passed  his  boyhood.  Being  the 
eldest  of  his  parents'  cliildren,  not  a little  of  the 
family  cares  fell  upon  his  young  shoulders.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  began  his  career  on  the  seas,  and 
his  youth  and  young  manhood  knew  naught  of 
those  tender  ministrations  which  attend  the  aver- 
age youth  of  today.  His  was  a youth  of  labor,  a 
boyhood  among  men,  men  who  answered  “the  call 
of  the  wave,’’  brave,  fearless  men,  but  whose  stand- 
ard of  morality,  whose  Christian  temperament,  was 
not  always  of  the  character  calculated  to  promote 
an  ideal  manhood.  Yet  while  yet  a young  man 
Ezra  Gifford  had,  by  dint  of  hard,  painstaking, 
faithful  performance  of  duty,  become  a vessel  mas- 
ter, and  as  such  he  followed  his  calling  for  many 
years.  So  much  a master  was  he  that,  when  he 
wished  to  retire  that  he  might  attain  further 
companionship  with  his  many  friends  and  relatives 
on  shore,  and  that  he  and  his  family  might  find  a 
calm  port  wherein  might  be  passed  his  remaining 
years  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  such  association, 
vessel  owners,  recognizing  his  worth,  his  ability, 
his  vast  knowledge,  and,  above  all,  his  absolute  in- 
tegrity, tried  to  induce  him  to  make  voyages,  but 
remaining  firm  in  his  intention  to  retire  he  de- 
clined the  offers.  His  cruises  were  long  in  time 
and  distance,  for  his  was  a whaling  craft,  and  in 
recognition  of  his  sterling  (pialifications  the  owners 
permitted  him  to  have  his  family  with  him  on  the 
long  voyages,  though  a rigid  rule  was  usually  en- 
forced to  the  contrary.  So  with  him  went  all  that 
was  dear  to  him,  sharing  his  fortunes  whether  in 
calm  or  storm.  With  one  exception  his  children 
were  all  born  in  far  distant  sections  of  the  globe. 
Edwin  was  born  June  15,  . i860,  in  Payta,  Peru. 
Priscilla  was  born  at  Norfolk  Islands,  in  the  Pa- 
cific, Dec.  20,  1862,  and  died  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  May  28,  1870.  Emma  C.  was  born  Aug.  14, 


1866,  at  Eayal,  in  the  Azores.  Ada  Elizabeth,  born 
Dec.  5,  1868,  at  Norfolk  Islands,  died  Jan.  9,  1873. 
Ezra  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1870,  in  Johnston,  R.  1., 
and  was  the  only  child  of  this  true  American  born 
on  American  soil;  he  married  Mary  A.  Gurry,  and 
resides  in  Newton,  Mass.,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Martha  Elizabeth. 

Miss  Emma  G.  Gifford  resides  at  the  family 
home  on  Whittier  avenue,  in  Providence.  She  is 
prominently  identified  with  church  and  Sundav- 
school  work  and  is  esteemed  by  all  who  enjoy  her 
accpiaintance.  She  has  made  several  trips  to 
Egypt,  Palestine  and  the  Holy  Land.  On  one  oc- 
casion she  passed  the  islands  of  her  birth,  but  by 
reason  of  the  density  of  fog  was  unable  to  sight 
them.  However,  during  a trip  abroad  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1906,  the  vessel  was  in  plain  view  of  the 
islands. 

When  at  last  Captain  Gifford  retinred  from  the 
seas  he  took  up  his  residence  in  what  is  now 
Providence,  where  his  ability,  his  qualifications,  his 
sound  business  acumen  were  speedily  recognized, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  was  the  town  treas- 
urer of  Johnston,  and,  always  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters,  served  as  trustee  of  the  .school  board. 
In  these  and  various  other  positions  of  trust  his 
services  reflected  credit  and  honor  on  himself.  In 
his  political  opinions  he  was  a Republican.  In  his 
whaling  days  he  was  trusted,  relied  ujion,  and 
found  ever  faithful  and  loyal  by  his  employers.  To 
the  men  of  his  command  he  was  more  and  less  than 
“master.”  His  commands  were  their  law,  yet  he 
was  ever  their  friend,  their  companion,  their  con- 
fidant. When  he  settled  on  land  and  his  scope  of 
acquaintance  widened,  he  commanded  the  respect 
and  possessed  the  reverence  of  all,  the  rich  or  the 
poor,  the  high  or  the  low,  and  when  he  died,  June 
14.  1895,  his  family  lost  a father  in  all  that  the  term 
implies,  and  the  community  an  honest,  capable  and 
industrious  man,  a courteous,  affable  gentleman. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Pocasset  cemetery.  In  his 
latter  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church,  and  served  as  treasurer  of  same  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  reared  in  the  Friends’  faith. 

DAVID  L.  ALDRICH,  long  prominent  in  the 
manufacturing  world  in  Rhode  Island,  died  Oct. 
23,  1888. 

Noah  Aldrich,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a 
resident  of  Scituate,  Providence  Co.,  R.  I.,  married 
Hulda  Whittaker,  who  died  in  her  one  hundredth 
year.  They  reared  a large  family  of  sons  and 
daughters,  among  whom  was  a son  named  David. 

David  Aldrich,  son  of  Noah,  was  born  in  1770. 
in  Scituate,  where  his  life  was  spent  as  a farmer. 
A public-spirited  and  influential  citizen,  he  was  for 
many  years  a member  of  the  town  council,  director 
of  the  Citizens’  Union  Bank,  and  a liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  Smithville  Seminary,  now  the  Lap- 
ham  Institute  of  Scituate.  He  married  Hope  Law, 
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of  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  their  children  were: 
George,  William,  John  and  David  Law.  IMis.  Al- 
drich died  in  1853. 

David  Law  Aldrich  was  born  in  Scituate,  R. 

I. ,  April  27,  1822,  and  was  educated  at  the  Smith- 
vi’lle  Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1845. 
Removing  to  Providence  he  entered  upon  a mer- 
cantile career  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Aldrich  & 
Bean,  continuing  this  business  relation  until  1851, 
when  he  removed  to  Hopkinton,  where,  in  com- 
pany with  Barber  Reynolds,  he  leased  the  Godfrey 
Arnold  cotton  mill,  and  two  years  later  purchased 
the  property.  At  the  expiration  of  the  seventh 
vear  of  this  partnership,  the  firm  was  dissolved. 
i\Ir.  Aldrich  continuing  the  business.  In  1863  he 
erected  a woolen  mill  at  Plainville  (now  Alton), 
which,  in  1880,  was  sold  to  Whlliam  H.  Walton. 
Mr.  Aldrich,  in  company  with  Edwin  Milner,  then 
purchased  the  IMoosup  mill  at  IMposup,  Conn.  In 
1865  he  became  the  owner  of  the  cotton  mills  at 
Arcadia,  in  which  print  cloths  were  manufactured. 
Mr.  Aldrich’s  large  business  interests  did  not  pre- 
clude his  participation  in  affairs  connected  with  his 
town.  He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Rich- 
mond Bank,  afterward  merged  into  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Hopkinton,  of  which  he  was  a di- 
rector and  also  president.  He  was  also  prominently 
identified  with  the  construction  of  the  Wood  River 
Branch  Railroad,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1888.  A Republican  and  a 
strong  Protectionist  in  his  political  sentiments,  he 
was  a delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Conven- 
tion in  Chicago  in  1880.  He  was  a self-made  man 
in  the  fullest  sense. 

j\Ir.  Aldrich  was  twice  married.  On  May  12, 
1846,  he  was  united  with  Susan  W.  Sheldon, 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Sheldon  of  Cranston, 
R.  i.,  and  to  this  union  these  children  were  born : 
Joseph  S.,  who  died  Feb.  14,  1874.  aged  twenty- 
four  years;  Laura,  who  died  in  1856,  aged  five 
years,  and  David  L..  Jr.,  who  died  in  1883,  aged 
twenty-four  years.  Mrs.  Aldrich  died  in  1870.  On 
June  5,  1872,  IMr.  Aldrich  married  Mary  M.  Gray, 
widow  of  Ephraim  Carpenter,  of  Providence ; she 
died  in  1886,  leaving  two  children;  William  S.. 
born  Feb.  16,  1873 ; and  Miss  Mary  L.,  born  Dec. 

II,  1875. 

M’illiam  S.  Aldrich  was  born  at  Hope  Val- 
ley, R.  I.,  and  there  he  spent  his  boyhood  days. 
He  attended  the  iMystic  Valley  Institute  for  three 
vears  and  the  next  year  was  spent  at  Kingston  Ex- 
perimental College,  and  the  following  winter  in 
Massachusetts.  He  then  returned  to  the  Experi- 
mental College  for  one  year,  after  which  he  went 
back  to  the  farm  in  Hope  Valley,  upon  which  he 
remained  two  years,  working  the  farm  for  the  es- 
tate. In  the  fall  of  1889  he  attended  the  Kingston 
Agricultural  College,  and  again  in  1891. 

On  Sept.  25,  1894,  Mr.  Aldrich  was  married, 
at  Rockville,  R.  I.,  to  Alary  Etta  Palmer,  daughter 
of  Gideon  and  Eliza  (Kenyon)  Palmer.  After 


marriage  he  returned  to  the  farm  in  Hope  Valley, 
where  he  remained  until  1899.  In  this  year  he  pur- 
chased the  Rogers  place,  just  over  the  line  in  North 
Stonington,  and  changed  the  name  to  the  Bashaw 
Stock  Farm.  Here  he  has  devoted  his  time 
to  the  raising  of  trotting  horses,  and  is  the  owner 
of  some  such  well  known  trotters  as  Hot  Stuff, 
with  a mark  of  16;  Lassie,  23  1-4;  pacer  Fred  G., 
19  1-4,  and  Ora  B..  23  1-4.  He  owns  forty-six  rac- 
ing' horses,  forty-one  of  which  are  trotters.  Mr. 
Aldrich  is  a great  sportsman,  and  is  fond  of  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  He  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E., 
at  Westerly,  Lodge  No.  678,  of  which  he  was  a 
charter  member. 

While  not  a ■ politician,  or  taking  much  inter- 
terest  in  political  matters,  his  sympathies  are  with 
the  Republican  party,  in  support  of  whose  principles 
he  casts  his  ballot. 

EDWIN  FRANKLIN  HAWKINS,  who  for 
over  a third  of  a century,  until  his  death,  Nov.  6, 
1906,  resided  on  Smithfield  avenue,  in  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  was  a man  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected. He  was  a native  of  that  section,  born  in 
what  was  then  North  Providence  (now  Paw- 
tucket), Sept.  9,  1832,  a descendant  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  of  New  England. 

Nathaniel  Hawkins,  grandfather  of  Edwin  F., 
was  a native  of  Smithfield.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  resided  for  a time  in  Smithfield, 
but  later  located  near  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  whence  he 
finally  returned  to  Smithfield,  where  his  latter  years 
were  spent,  and  there  died.  His  remains  rest  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Alpha  Draper  cemetery.  Mr. 
Hawkins  married  Rebecca  Smith,  and  theiP'children 
were:  Job  A.,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Lincoln;  Sa- 
rah, who  married  Alaturin  Ballou,  and  became  the 
mother  of  Smith  AT.  and  Nelson  J.  Ballou,  of  Lin- 
coln : Nathaniel ; Jonathan ; Alary,  who  married 
George  W.  Bucklin,  and  resided  in  Indiana,  but  la- 
ter returned  to  Lincoln  and  there  died ; William ; 
Nelson;  and  Am_\4  who  married  Henry  Chace,  of 
Providence. 

^^'illiam  Hawkins  was  born  in  Smithfield,  now 
the  town  of  Lincoln,  and  in  boyhood  removed  to 
Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  then 
loeating  in  Leicester,  ATass.,  a few  years  being  spent 
there.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence, engaging  here  in  the  express  business,  after 
retiring  from  which  he  went  to  live  with  his  son, 
Edwin  F.,  at  whose  home  he  died  Dec.  4,  1887.  He 
was  buried  in  the  AToshas.suck  cemetery.  Central 
Falls.  The  Golden  Rule  was  his  religious  guide 
throughout  life.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 
Air.  Hawkins  married  Abby  Bucklin,  of  Lincoln, 
R.  L,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born : Albert, 
a resident  of  Pocasset,  ATass.;  Edwin  Franklin; 
Grin,  who  died  in  Vermont  wdiile  young;  Julia  El- 
len, who  married  Edward  Taft,  of  Pawtucket ; and 
four  children  who  died  in  infancy. 

Edwin  Franklin  Hawkins  was  quite  young 
when  he  removed  to  A^ermont  with  his  parents, 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2223 


and  there  attended  school.  When  still  in  his  teens 
he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Lincoln  worked  out  among  the  farmers,  la- 
ter moving  to  Providence,  where  two  years  were 
spent  as  a stationary  engineer.  In  1854  he  went 
A\'est  to  Indiana  and  later  to  Illinois,  'working  in 
saw  and  grain  mills  and  also  for  a time  following 
blacksmithing.  After  six  years  he  returned  to 
Rhode  Island  and  in  Smithfield  followed  the  same 
occupation  for  two  years,  then  accepting  a position 
with  the  Sayleses  at  Saylesville,  with  which  firm  he 
continued  for  twenty-seven  years,  having  charge 
of  their  steam  engines.  In  1871  he  bought  a tract 
of  land  in  what  is  now  Lincoln,  consisting  of  a lit- 
tle over  five  acres,  later  adding  other  land  and  here 
he  continued  until  his  death,  successfully  operating 
an  extensive  dairy.  He  kept  as  many  as  thirty-five 
cows,  and  found  a ready  market  for  his  dairy  prod- 
uct in  Pawtucket,  Central  Falls  and  other  places. 
Although  for  some  time  JMr.  Hawkins’  sons  had 
the  active  management  of  the  business,  Mr.  Haw- 
kins superintended  the  work  thereof.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  political  belief,  and  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lincoln  town  council  for  several  years, 
and  as  a trustee  of  school  district  No.  10,  for  many 
years.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Saylesville,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers,  served  as  a deacon  from  its  organ- 
ization until  about  a year  before  his  death,  resign- 
ing his  office  because  of  his  health,  and  he  was  also 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school,  of  which 
he  was  at  one  time  superintendent. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  married  Jan.  28,  1850,  in 
Providence,  to  Elizabeth  Hawkins,  born  at  Smith- 
field,  Sept.  27,  1834,  daughter  of  Job  and  Amy 
(Aldrich)  Hawkins,  and  to  this  union  there  have 
been  born  six  children : (i)  Benjamin,  foreman 

of  the  dye  house  at  Saylesville,  resides  at  home ; he 
married  (first)  Arabella  Mitchell,  daughter  of 
John  Mitchell,  and  after  her  death  married  (second) 
Emma  D.  Kelley.  (2)  Ida  A.  is  at  home.  (3) 
Edwin  B.,  an  engineer  at  Pawtucket,  married  Jen- 
nie Smith.  (4)  Samuel  F.,  an  engineer  at  Paw- 
tucket, married  Louie  Walker.  (5)  William  J.,  at 
home,  married  Charlotte  Brig.gs.  (6)  George  S.  is 
at  home.  Mr.  Edwin  F.  Hawkins  had  a standing 
in  his  community  as  a man  of  honor  and  integrity, 
and  as  one  of  the  first-class  citizens  of  his  town. 

JOHN  PHTLLIP.S,  for  many  years  a well- 
known  and  familiar  figure  in  the  Olneyville  dis- 
trict and  the  town  of  Johnston,  was  of  Irish  de- 
scent, his  grandfather,  John  Phillips,  having  been 
a native  of  County  Sligo,  Ireland.  He  was  a black- 
smith by  trade,  a maker  of  spades.  Among  his 
children  was  Peter  Phillips,  father  of  John  Phil- 
lips. 

Peter  Phillips  was  born  about  1793,  learned  the 
tailor’s  trade,  and  followed  it  for  many  years.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  family,  locating  in  1853 
at  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  to  some  extent.  But  he  was  thrifty  and  pro- 


vident, and  was  thus  enabled  to  ])ass  his  closing 
years  in  retirement.  He  married  Mary  O’Garrah, 
and  among  their  children  were  Catherine,  John, 
Patrick,  Elizabeth,  and  Walter,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family  died  at 
Olneyville,  and  the  mother  survived  him  a few 
years ; both  are  buried  in  St.  Francis  cemetery. 

John  Phillips  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1836.  Dur- 
ing his  youth  he  was  given  few  or  no  educational 
advantages,  and  he  early  learned  the  trade  of  tailor, 
though  he  also  worked  at  any  other  honest  em- 
ployment he  could  find.  On  coming  to  America 
with  his  parents  he  entered  the  employ  of  William 
R.  Greene.  Though  unaccustomed  to  the  ways 
and  manners  of  his  new  environments,  his  keen  per- 
ception and  quick  wit  enabled  him  to  adapt  him- 
self easily  and  he  gave  satisfaction,  remaining  with 
his  first  employer  for  some  years.  Leaving  Mr. 
Greene  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  of  L.  M.  Phil- 
lips, his  term  of  service  with  this  gentleman  begin- 
ning the  day  his  employer  purchased  the  farm  and 
terminating  on  the  day  of  its  sale — a period  of 
seven  years.  So  faithfully  and  capably  did  he  meet 
every  requirement  on  the  Phillips  place  that  by 
this  time  he  was  much  in  demand  among  owners 
of  country  estates,  and  for  a number  of  years  he 
was  with  the  Spragues,  having  complete  charge  of 
their  Cranston  properties.  Then  for  thirteen  years, 
up  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Perry  Davis,  he 
had  absolute  charge  of  that  gentleman’s  estate,  and 
following  this  he  rented  a tract  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Johnston,  near  the  present  city  line.  Two  years 
later  he  bought  the  place,  upon  which  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  in  1906.  By  the  most  ex- 
acting and  long  continued  labor,  combined  with 
rigid  economy  and  by  reason  of  judicious  invest- 
ment of  his  savings,  he  gained  a competency.  In 
religious  faith  ]\Ir.  Phillips  was  a Roman  Catholic. 

In  Olneyville  Mr.  Phillips  married  Margaret 
Lynch,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  named 
children : Katherine,  Walter,  Mary  A.,  Joseph, 
John  and  George. 

DROWN.  (I)  Leonard  Drowne  came  from 
the  west  of  England  soon  after  the  accession  of 
Charles  IL,  and  settled  in  Kittery,  Maine,  where 
he  carried  on  the  industry  of  shipbuilding.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  Indian  wars,  in  1692,  Mr.  Drowne 
removed  his  family  and  business  to  Boston.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  first  church  in  Kit- 
tery, in  1682.  He  married  Elizabeth  Abbott,  per- 
haps, says  Savage,  daughter  of  Richard  Abbott,  of 
Portsmoutb.  She  died  in  1704,  and  Mr.  Drowne 
remarried,  but  no  children  came  to  the  second  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Drowne  died  in  Boston  Oct.  31,  1729. 
aged  eighty-three  years,  and  his  remains  rest  in 
the  old  Copp’s  Flill  burving-ground.  His  children 
were : Solomon,  Samuel,  Simeon,  Shem,  Susannah 
and  Mary. 

(H)  Solomon  Drowne,  born  Jan.  23,  1682, 
marriecl  Nov.  8,  1705,  Esther  Bosworth,  and  they 
died  Oct.  9,  1730,  and  July  26,  1744,  respectively. 
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.Mr.  Drowiie  located  in  liristol,  R.  I.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  business  of  shiphnilding.  The  chil- 
dren of  Solomon  Drowne  and  his  wife  were : Solo- 
mon, horn  Oct.  4,  1706;  Esther,  Oct.  26,  1708: 
Elizabeth.  Sept.  8,  1710:  Joseph,  Feh.  8,  1712; 
ilathsheha,  June  10,  1715:  llenjamin,  June  9,  1717: 
.Mar}-.  June  7,  1719:  .Samuel.  July  31,  1721  ; Sarah, 
July  23,  1723;  Jonathan,  July  29,  1725:  and  Shem, 
June  13,  1728. 

(Ill)  Ilcnjamin  Drowne,  horn  June  9,  1717, 
married.  July  (or  Xov.)  24,  1738,  Hannah  Kent, 
and  to  the  union  came  children  as  follows:  Lydia, 
horn  h'eh.  1.  1739-40;  Solomon.  IMarch  i.  1742; 
Hannah.  Jan.  24,  1745:  Ilenjamin,  Xov.  25,  1747; 
Daniel.  Jan.  5.  1750;  Caleb,  .March  4,  1753:  Simeon, 
.March  15.  1754:  Hetty.  July  16,  1755.  The  father 
married  for  his  .second  wife  Hannah  Jencks.  and 
they  had  Jonathan  Jcncks,  horn  .\ng.  30,  1760. 

The  five  sons  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
lienjamin  was  a cor]X)ral  in  Ca])t.  Thomas  .-Mlin's 
Comjiany  in  .Kugust.  1775:  appeared  on  the  alarm 
at  llristol  in  1776.  and  in  1780  he  was  a sergeant  in 
Capt.  \'iall  .Tllin's  Com])any.  He  died  June  12, 
1826.  Daniel  also  .served  in  Capt.  .\llin’s  Company 
in  1775;  appeared  in  the  alarm  at  Bristol  in  1776. 
and  served  in  Capt.  X'iall  Allin's  Company  in  1780. 
He  was  a Revolutionary  pensioner,  and  died  (May 
14,  1837.  Caleb  served  in  Capt.  Thomas  Allin’s 
Company  in  1773:  was  in  the  Colonial  service  in 
1777,  and  a member  of  Capt.  .Tllin's  Com])any,  Col. 
Crary's  Regiment,  in  1779.  Simeon  was  in  the 
war  from  Xov.  i.  1778.  to  .March  19,  1780.  a mem- 
ber of  the  Colonial  service  in  Capt.  John  Carr's 
Comjianv  and  Col.  d'o])ham's  Regiment.  Jonathan 
Jencks  receipted  for  arms  for  service  in  1776:  en- 
listed in  the  Colonial  service  June  4.  1777.  in  Capt. 
d'homas  .Mlin’s  Company.  Col.  Crary's  Regiment : 
and  in  1780  was  a member  of  Capt.  X'iall  .Xllin’s 
Company.  He  was  a Revolutionary  pensioner  and 
died  June  6.  1842. 

( IX^)  Benjamin  Drowne,  horn  Xov.  25,  1747, 
married,  Jan.  10.  1773.  Rachel  Scott.  As  stated  in 
the  foregoing  he  was  a ])atriot  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  both  as  cor]X)ral  and  sergeant.  He  died 
June  12,  1826.  Their  children  were:  Chloe.  horn 
Dec.  8.  1773;  Jeremiah  .Scott,  .X])ril  21,  1775:  Ben- 
jamin, .Xug.  9.  1777:  Samuel,  June  23,  1779;  Lydia, 
.\l)ril  5,  1781  : .Sarah,  Xov.  28.  1783:  and  Rachel, 
Dec.  27,  1784. 

(X^J  Jeremiah  Scott  Drowne,  born  .\pril  21, 
1775,  married,  March  17,  1796,  Betsey  Grant,  and 
to  the  marriage  came  children  as  follows:  .Alfred, 
horn  .Aug.  7.  1797:  Hiram  1)..  Dec.  13,  1798;  Eliza, 
.Aug.  t8.  1800:  Sally.  I'eh.  23.  1802;  Xlary  .Ann, 
Sept.  ().  1803;  Candace.  July  20,  1805:  Jeremiah. 
Sept.  24.  1808;  .Xathaniel,  Sept.  28.  1810:  Julia 

Raw.son,  Dec.  23.  1812.  Jeremiah  S.  Drowne  was 
one  of  the  jn'orninent  men  of  his  town,  and  he  was 
a representative  from  Barrington  in  the  General 
.\ssemhl\-  of  Rhode  Island  in  1821-22-23-24-23-26- 
28-29-40-41.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  a man 


of  few  words,  but  sound  judgment.  His  wife  passed 
away  at  Tyler's  Point. 

(X’l)  .Xlfred  Drown,  born  -Aug.  7,  1797,  mar- 
ried Xov.  8,  1818,  Frances  Humphrey,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Bullock)  Humphrey,  and 
there  came  to  the  union  the  following  children ; 
Almira  Scott,  born  April  12,  1819;  Benjamin 

Franklin,  .Xlarch  20,  1822:  I'rances  Elizabeth,  Mav 
7,  1824  (who  married  Gilbert  Ashley,  of  Connec- 
ticut) ; Julia  .Ann,  Dec.  14,  1828  (who  married 
George  Glaslding)  ; Alary  Jane,  June  14,  1831; 
Sarah  Alaria,  .April  20.  1836:  Helen  .Almira,  Oct. 
16.  1827;  and  XX'illiam  Henry,  Jan.  3,  1840  (died 
June  29.  1841). 

Air.  .Alfred  Drown  owned  and  lived  on  a farm 
which  was  a part  of  the  old  Drowne  estate,  at 
Drown ville.  Through  his  industrious  habits  and 
the  aid  of  his  good  wife,  he  was  enabled  hv  careful 
mana,gement  to  accumulate  a competence.  He  was 
an  upri,ght  and  honest  man  and  commanded  the  es- 
teem and  respect  of  his  community  and  all  who 
knew  him,  served  as  assessor  of  taxes,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  school  committee.  Airs.  Drown  was 
a noble  woman.  Both  were  members  of  the  Con- 
,gregational  Church  in  Barrington. 

(XT)  Hiram  Drew  Drown,  son  of  Jeremiah 
Scott,  and  a brother  of  .Alfred,  born  Dec.  13.  1798. 
married.  B)ec.  31,  T828,  Emeline  Drown,  and  there 
came  to  bless  this  marriage  children  as  follows : 
.Samuel  Alarvin,  horn  Jan.  i,  1831  ; .Ann  Frances. 
Dec.  T2,  1832:  Charles  Ellery,  Jan.  14.  1836:  .Ade- 
line Eliza,  June  18,  1837;  ancl  'XX’illiam  .A.,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  gave  uj)  his  young  life  for  his  coun- 
try in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  enrolled  as  a private 
Alarch  24.  1864,  in  Comi)any  H,  3d  R.  I.  Cav.,  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  .April  15. 
1864,  and  on  the  3d  of  December,  following,  died 
of  disease  at  Donaldsonville. 

Hiram  D.  Drown  was  occupied  as  a farmer, 
and  was  a good  citizen,  honest  and  upright.  He 
died  in  Barrington.  R.  T.,  Xov.  27,  1866. 

( \’T  ) X'athaniel  Drown,  born  Sept.  28,  i8ro. 
married.  Xov.  23,  1838,  Alary  N^ewell  Burr,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Xathan  Al.  Burr,  and  their  children 
were:  .Albert  Xewell,  horn  Dec.  9,  T839:  Frank 
.Scott.  Xov.  5.  1842:  XVilliam  Burr.  Feb.  15,  1845 
( served  in  the  Civil  war.  Company  I.  9th  R.  I.  X'. 
T.,  for  three  months,  and  died  Aug.  23.  1867)  ; 
Eliza  Aleriman,  Dec.  4,  1849  (Bied  .Aug.  6.  1831). 

(X^H)  Benjamin  F.  Drown,  son  of  .Alfred  and 
Frances,  horn  Alarch  20,  1822,  married  .Amey  .Ann 
.Allin,  dau.ghter  of  Thomas -and  Sarah.  Air.  Drown 
was  a c|uiet.  unostentatious  man.  led  an  exemplary 
life,  and  was  respected  and  esteemed.  He  was  a 
representative  from  Barrington  in  the  .State  .As- 
sembly, in  1862-63  and  1864.  He  died  in  February, 
1894. 

Gl.\ddixg.  George  .A.  Gladding,  wdio  married 
Julia  .Ann  Drown,  was  born  .Aug.  6,  1822,  and  was 
descended  from  Charles  Gladdin.g,  born  June  to. 
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1719  (son  of  John  Gladding  (2)),  who  by  his  wife 
Judith  had  these  children : Lydia,  born  Oct.  2,  1745  ; 
Sarah,  June  3,  1747;  Charles,  Dec.  4,  1748;  George, 
Sept.  10,  1750;  Joseph,  Nov.  8,  1752;  and  Judith, 
July  28,  1756. 

Joseph  Gladding  (born  Nov.  8,  1752)  married 
Anna  iMartin,  daughter  of  Col.  Nathaniel  and  Su- 
sannah Martin,  ancl  their  children  were:  William, 
horn  Oct.  19,  1779.  who  died  in  1800;  Judith,  Sept. 
10,  1781,  who  died  April  9,  1846;  George,  Nov.  25, 
1783;  Nancy,  Jan.  9,  1786;  Joseph  and  Nancy  (2), 
July  28,  1788,  of  whom  Joseph  died  May  20,  1791 ; 
■and  Joseph  (2),  Nov.  2,  1790. 

George  Gladding  (born  Nov.  25,  1783)  married 
Nancy  Martin,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Elizabeth 
Martin,  and  they  had  children:  George,  born  July 
26,  1814,  who  died  Nov.  21,  1821  ; and  George  A., 
born  Aug.  6,  1822. 

Joseph  Gladding  (born  Nov  2,  1790)  married, 
in  1814,  Marcy  Bullock,  and  their  children  were: 
Joseph  B.,  born  Feb.  20,  1815;  Emeline  I.,  Sept.  15, 
1818,  married  E.  P.  Shaw,  Aug.  27,  1845  J Joseph 
U.,' Aug.  30,  1821;  George  U.,  July  14,  1823.  died 
June  27,  1828  ; Allen,  Sept.  21,  1825  ; William  Penn, 
Aug.  20,  1828;  Charles  E.,  Aug.  2,  1833;  and  Jer- 
usha  B.,  who  married  James.  B.  Edsell,  April  20, 
184—. 

George  Anthony  Gladding,  born  Aug.  6,  1822, 
married,  Eeb.  12,  1852,  Julia  Ann,  daughter  of  Al- 
fred Drown,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (i)  Charlotte  Maria,  born  Feb. 
14,  1854,  is  at  home.  (2)  Elizabeth  Humphrey, 
born  Sept.  22,  1855,  died  Sept.  17,  1856.  (3)  Al- 

verin  iNlason,  born  March  r,  1858,  is  a carpenter  by 
trade.  He  married  (first)  Grace  K.  Richardson 
(born  Feb.  18,  1863,  ^^’od  Feb.  18,  1893)  and  (sec- 
ond) Sept.  19,  1906.  Ada  Inez  Monroe.  (4) 
George  Drown,  born  Sept.  9,  i860,  lives  in  Provi- 
dence and  is  a grain  dealer.  He  married,  July  20, 
1886,  Josephine  C.  Flagg,  who  died  March  9,  1891. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife,  Ardelia  C.  Dew- 
ing. Nov.  19,  1895.  He  has  one  daughter,  Hope 
Mehldau.  horn  June  14,  1889.  (5)  Charles  For- 

rest. born  Oct.  2.  1863.  married,  Oct.  8,  1889,  Car- 
rie F.  Place,  and  has  one  son,  Howard  Edward, 
born  Dec.  30,  1892.  (6)  Henry  Drown,  born  Dec. 

25,  1865.  died  July  15,  1867.  (7)  Fannie  Drown, 

born  July  28,  1869,  married  Edward  I.  Brownell, 
of  Bristol,  and  has  two  .sons : Charles  DeWolf, 
born  Jan.  15.  1899:  and  Henry  Knowlton,  Aug.  25, 
1904. 

Mr.  Gladding  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  calling  for  many  years,  carrying  on  his 
trade  in  Barrington.  He  came  to  be  well  known  as 
a carpenter  and  builder  for  many  years,  during 
which  time  he  designed  and  built  his  own  house, 
the  Manchester  house,  “The  Gables,’’  and  the 
•A.  C.  Alatheson  hou.se.  He  was  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Fisher  in  this  work.  Mr.  Gladding  was 
not  active  in  public  matters  and  was  retiring  in 
his  disposition.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  was  for  many  years  treas- 
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urer  of  the  horrest  Chapel  Cemetery,  where  he  is 
huried.  He  died  Dec.  28,  1893. 

CHARLES  HENRY  YOUNG,  long  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business  in  the  Pawtuxct  Valley 
and  a well-known  citizen  of  River  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  Kent  county,  R.  T.,  is  a native 
of  Providence  county,  born  near  Herring  Pond, 
ill  the  town  of  Burrillville,  April  i,  1836.  The 
\oung  family  to  which  he  belongs  is  an  old  and 
highly  respected  one  in  Alassachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  members  of  it  served  all  through  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Othniel  Young,  great-grandfather  of  Charles 
H.,  made  his  home  in  that  section  of  Rhode  Island 
which  borders  on  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Burrillville.  He  served 
as  a private  in  a Providence  company  in  1776,  and 
was  drawing  a pension  from  the  government  Alarch 
4,  1831,  being  then  seventy-six  years  of  age.  He 
made  his  home  with  his  son  Alpheus  in  the  town 
of  Burrillville,  with  whom  he  was  living  in  1840, 
being  then  about  eighty-three  years  old.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Peleg,  Israel,  Zekial,  Andrew,  Emor, 
Alpheus,  Othniel  and  Zebeda  were  the  sons ; and 
Rhoda  (who  married  Jeremiah  Harris)  and  Mary 
(wife  of  James  Steere,  of  Burrillville)  were  the 
daughters. 

Zebeda  Young,  son  of  Othniel,  was  born  April 
30,  1780,  and  made  his  home  in  Burrillville,  where 
he  was  a farmer  and  land  owner.  Later  he  made 
his  home  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  near  the  village  of 
Blackstone,  where  he  followed  basket  making  until 
his  death,  Dec.  15,  1872.  He  was  buried  at  Alen- 
don.  He  married  Phila  Alby,  who  died  Alay  15, 
1867,  in  Mendon,  and  is  buried  there.  Their 
children  were:  Daniel,  horn  July  5,  1807; 
Phebe,  April  16,  1809 ; WTrren,  Aug.  2, 

1812;  Stacey,  Alarch  21,  1814:  Hannah, 
March  4,  1816;  M’illington,  July  10,  1819; 

Zebeda,  July  23,  1820:  Joseph,  June  10,  1823;  Sa- 
bin, Sept.  23,  1825;  Emor,  Dec.  8,  1827;  Mowry, 
Nov.  12.  1829  (still  living  at  Blackstone,  Alass.)  ; 
Phebe,  April  23.  1831  ; and  Lydia  Ann,  Nov.  19, 
1832. 

Daniel  Young,  eldest  child  of  Zebeda,  was  born 
July  5,  1807,  and  made  his  home  in  Burrillville 
during  his  early  manhood  and  in  middle  life,  fol- 
lowing farming.  In  1(^32.  with  his  famih%  he 
moved  to  Kent  county,  and  found  employment  in 
the  Pawtuxet  valley  in  the  mill  owned  by  Benedict 
Lapham  at  Centreville.  He  later  moved  to  Cov- 
entry. and  worked  in  the  mills  there  for  some  time, 
afterward  going  to  West  Greenwich  and  there 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  dying  Feb. 
21,  1886,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year,  and  he  was 
buried  in  Greenwood  cemeter}-,  town  of  Coventry. 
He  married  Mercy  Keech,  who  was  born  in  Bur- 
rillville, daughter  of  Rice  Keech.  She  is  still  living 
in  full  possession  of  all  her  faculties,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son,  Charles  H.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  Daniel  Young  and  wife,  namely:  Charles 
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Ilenrv;  Daniel  H. ; Warren,  of  Cranston;  Ellis  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  now  deceased ; Phila,  who 
married  Powell  Phillips,  of  Hope.  R.  I. ; Zebeda 
and  Sarah,  who  died  youn" ; and  illiam  Allen,  a 
fanner  of  Scituate. 

Charles  Henrv  Young  attended  the  schools  ot 
his  native  town,  and  came  to  the  Pawtuxet  valley 
with  his  parents.  He  worked  in  the  Lapham  mills 
at  Centreville.  where  he  received  four  and  one- 
half  dollars  per  week  in  the  carding  department. 
After  one  and  one-half  vears  here  he  went  to  work 
in  the  Lippitt  mills,  where  he  also  worked  in  the 
carding  room,  remaining  there  for  one  year,  when 
he  went 'to  the  Shannock  mills,  owned  by  the 
Creenes.  and  there. spent  two  years,  after  which  he 
worked  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  for  iMr.  Doty  at  stone 
cutting.  He  continued  at  that  work  but  six  months, 
when  he  went  to  Coventry,  and  there  War 

was  in  the  weave  shoji  for  Peleg  and  Bradford 
Wilbur  In  the  fall  of  1856  he  located  at  River 
I 'oint  and  there  he  worked  in  the  weaving  depart- 
ment of  what  is  now  the  Royal  null  for  one  year, 
and  in  1857  returned  to  the  null  of  Bradford  \\  il- 
hur  in  Coventrv  and  accepted  the  position  of  fore- 
man of  the  weaving  department.  This  positim  he 
held  but  a short  time,  and  then  returned  to  River 
Point,  where  he  became  foreman  in  the  weaving 
room  of  what  is  now  the  Queen  of  the  Valley  Mill. 
Here  he  remained  twelve  years,  and  had  under  ms 
direct  charge  some  forty  workmen.  _ From  the  null 
he  took  up  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
some  time,  and  then  spent  two  years  selling  patent 
rights  on  a cotton  loom,  traveling  over  Ne\v  Eng- 
land. Returning  to  River  Point  he  resumed  work 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  after  two  years  began 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  real  estate  business.  In 
1877  he  bought  a tract  of  land,  and  opened  up  a 
street,  now  known  as  Young’s  avenue,  where  he 
erected  a number  of  houses,  and  he  has  siiice  given 
his  time  and  attention  wholly  to  that  line.  He 
owns  over  thirtv  houses  and  stores,  and  has  made  a 
<vreat  success  of  this  work.  He  has  always  been  in- 
dustrious, and  never  for  a minute  hesitated  to  take 
the  first  kind  of  work  offering  when  he  was  out  of 
cnuilovinent.  He  is  public-spirited  and  progressive, 
and  is  keenly  interested  in  anything  that  looks  to 
the  betterment  of  the  town  or  community.  He  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  for  nine  years  was  a mem- 
her  of  the  school  committee.  He  was  once  the  can- 
didate of  his  party  for  representative  in  the  St^e 
Legislature,  hut  his  party  is  in  the  nunority._  He 
served  one  term  as  highway  surveyor  of  District 
No.  2,  town  of  Warwick,  and  has  been  auctioneer 
and  police  constable. 

On  Julv  3.  1859,  IMr.  Young  was  married  to 
liilia  \ Westcott,  who  was  born  in  Johnston.  R.  I.; 
daughter  of  Samuel  J.  and  Abby  (Burgess)  \yest- 
cott  both  of  whom  died  at  River  Point,  and  are 
buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  them,  Charles  Willington,  born  Jan  24. 
i860  who  learned  the  molder’s  trade,  and  resides  at 


\\’oonsocket,  R.  I.;  he  married  (first)  Mary  Bar- 
ber. and  (second)  Hattie  Ingram.  He  has  one 
child  by  his  first  marriage,  Charles  Henry.  With 
]\lr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Henry  Young  resides  his 
aged  mother,  who  is  tenderly  cared  for  by  her  de- 
voted daughter-in-law.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young 
are  members  of  Fiskeville  Grange,  No.  35. 

ESTEN  ( Burrillville  family).  This  name  is  of 
P'rench  origin,  being  known  in  France  as  DeEstine. 
The  family'  being  Huguenots,  they  were  driven 
from  France  in  1562,  and  crossed  over  to  England, 
settling  near  Manchester.  Three  branches  of  the 
family  came  to  this  country,  one  settling  in  Rhode 
Island,  another  in  North  Carolina,  and  the  remain- 
ing one  in  South  Carolina.  This  article  is  to  deal 
with  the  Rhode  Island  family,  and  herewith  is  given 
briefly,  in  chronological  order,  the  line  of  descent 
from  Thomas  Esten,  the  progenitor. 

(I)  Thomas  Esten,  born  in  July,  1612,  married 
April  23,  1640.  Ann  (surname  not  given).  Accord- 
ing to  the  family  account,  Mr.  Esten  came  to  Amer- 
ica Oct.  2,  1665,  from  Hertfordshire,  England,  his 
name  being  variously  spelled  in  the  early  records. 
He  became  an  inhabitant  of  Providence,  where  his 
name  is  of  record  in  land  descriptions,  purchases 
and  sales  from  1668  to  1691.  His  children  were: 
Joanna,  born  June  i,  1645;  Thomas,  Feb.  17, 
1647;  Henry,  Jan.  ii,  1651. 

(II)  Henry  Esten,  son  of  Thomas,  born  Jan. 
II,  1651.  married  (first)  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Shadrach  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Manton,  and  (sec- 
ond) Sarah  Harding,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Bridget  Harding.  They  lived  in  Providence,  R.  I. 
IMr.  Esten  died  March  23,  1711,  and  his  widow 
Sarah  died  Aug.  20,  1731.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were:  Elizabeth,  born  April  8,  1683; 
and  Amey,  born  June  i,  1685.  The  children  of  the 
second  marriage  were : Rebecca,  born  May  9, 
1695  : Henry,  Aug.  29,  1697,  and  Cornelius,  March 
9,  i6q9. 

(HI)  Henry  Esten  (2),  son  of  Henry,  born 
Aug.  29.  1697,  was  married  Feb.  6,  1724,  to  Jemima 
Salisbury,  born  Sept.  23,  1700,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Jemima  (Martin)  Salisbury.  They  lived  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  Mr.  Esten  died  April  30, 
1730.  His  widow  married  (second)  Nov.  3,  1735- 
Elijah  Hawkins.  The  children  of  Henry  Esten  and 
wife  were:  HenrV,  born  Jan.  25,  1726;  John,  Oct. 
29,  1727;  and  Jemima,  Aug.  21,  1729. 

(IV)  John  Esten.  son  of  Henry  (2),  was  bom 
Oct.  29,  1727.  He  married,  Aug.  24,  1749,  Lydia 
Colwell,  and  they  resided  in  Glocester,  R.  L,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  vears.  Their  children  were : Abi,  born  May 
20,  1750  ( died  Sept.  22d  of  the  same  year)  ; Joseph, 
Dec.  2,  1751:  Joanna,  Jan.  ii,  1755;  Martha,  June 
22,  1736:  Rmima,  ^larch  15,  1759;  John,  Oct.  i, 
1761  : Henry,  born  May  i,  1764;  Lydia,  Iwrii  Aug. 
I,  1766;  Samuel.  June  9,  1769;  Marcy,  April  15. 
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1771  : Salome,  June  5.  1774;  Amey,  Nov.  12,  i77(^. 

(\')  Judge  John  Esten,  of  the  above  family, 
was  born  Oct.  i.  1761,  and  resided  in  the  eastern 
part  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  lEirrillville.  He 
was  the  owner  of  a good-sized  farm  which  in  time 
he  turned  over  to  the  management  of  his  sons,  his 
public  duties  requiring  all  of  his  attention.  Judge 
Esten  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  State 
in  his  day.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty 
years,  member  of  the  court  of  Probate  for  thirty- 
four  years,  representative  in  the  General  Assem- 
blv  six  vears,  and  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  years.  He  was  for  forty  years  a member 
of  the  Erce  Will  Baptist  Church.  During  his  offi- 
cial life  he  married  137  couples.  He  saw  service 
in  the  war  of  1812,  serving  at  the  defense  of  New> 
port,  drawing  a pension  for  many  years.  He  died 
Sept.  I,  1851,  and  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on 
his  farm. 

Tudge  John  Esten  was  twice  married,  (first) 
Tan'  5,  1783,  to  Betty  Bufifum,  born  Eeb.  7,  1763, 
‘in  Smithfield,  who  died  Oct.  26,  1837.  The  Judge’s 
second  wife  was  Mrs.  Hannah  (Cornell)  Ballou, 
whom  he  survived.  The  children  of  Judge  Esten, 
all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Stephen,  who 
married  Polly  Darling,  and  resided  in  Burrillville, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  farming;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Richard  Bufifum,  a boss  dyer,  and  died  in 
Burrillville;  John,  who  married  (first)  Sylvia  Wall- 
ing and  (second)  Lovinia  Thayer,  and  was  a black- 
smith and  scvthe-maker  and  later  a farmer  of  Bur- 
rillville. where  he  died;  Hannah,  who  married 
(first)  Calvin  Mitchell,  and  (second)  Joel  Thomp- 
son, and  resided  in  Burrillville;  Benjamin,  born 
Dec.  16,  1794,  who  married  Martha  Darling,  and 
followed  farming  in  Burrillville ; Bufifum,  who  mar- 
ried Rachel  Brown,  was  a farmer  and  died  in  Bur- 
rillville; Amasa,  who  married  (first)  Olive  Stone, 
and  (second)  Lois,  sister  of  his  first  wife,_and  was 
a farmer  in  Burrillville ; Mary,  who  died  in  young 
womanhood;  W’illard,  who  married  Rachel  Wal- 
ling, and  resided  at  Providence,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business ; George  W. ; and 
Lydia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Arad  Lapham,  of 
Burrillville. 

(\T)  George  W.  Esten,  son  of  Judge  John, 
was  born  in  July,  1807,  on  the  homestead,  and  in 
his  early  life  was  associated  with  his  brother,  \\  il- 
lard,  in'  conducting  a sawmill,  they  also  being  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  Sub- 
sequentlv  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and 
about  the  vear  1845  located  at  Pascoag,  soon  there- 
after purchasing  the  Lower  Mill  property  of  Phny 
Sayles,  which  he  remodeled,  disposing  of  it  in  1847 
to  John  T.  Eiske.  This  property  burned  down  m 
1858,  but  was  rebuilt  the  following  year.  George 
Mb  Esten  did  a large  business  in  contracting  and 
building,  erecting  many  of  the  buildings  in  Pas- 
coag, where  he  was  very  well-known  in  his  line. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a 
few  years.  He  organized  and  promoted  the  Pas- 


coag Cemetery  .\s.sociation  and  from  its  organiza- 
tion until  his  death  he  devoted  his  attention  to  that 
organization,  holding  tlie  offices  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  as  well  as  having  the  management  thereof. 
Mr.  Esten  was  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  but 
never  cared  for  nor  sought  public  office.  He  did, 
however,  consent  to  serve  as  a member  of  the  town 
council. 

George  W'.  Esten  married  Abigail  Walling,  a 
native  of  Burrillville,  daughter  of  Area  and  Lovica 
(Paine)  Walling.  She  was  born  June  i,  1809,  and 
died  Eeb.  13,  1879,  ^ member  of  the  Eree  Baptist 
Church.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esten  were; 
Lovica  P.,  who  died  July  19,  1851,  in  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  her  age  ; Area  a carpenter  of  Pas- 
coag, where  he  died  Eeb.  ti,  1857,  ^S^d  twenty- 
six  years,  married  Susan  C.  Soule,  and  they  had 
two  children,  a son  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  a daughter,  Lovica  P.,  who  resides  at  Pascoag 
(Mrs.  Susan  C.  Esten  later  married  Stephen  Buf- 
fum,  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  at  Pascoag)  ; 
George  W.,  who  died  Aug.  26,  1842,  aged  six  years, 
seven  months;  and  George  W.  (2). 

(VII)  George  W.  Esten  was  born  Sept.  8, 
1843,  Burrillville,  and  was  in  his  infancy  when 
his  father  located  in  the  village  of  Pascoag.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  school,  Friends’ 
school.  Providence,  and  a private  school  in  that 
city  conducted  by  Samuel  Austin.  After  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
store  of  Duty  S.  Salisbury,  at  Pascoag,  where  he 
remained  about  four  years,  at  this  time  receiving 
the  appointment  as  postmaster,  a position  he  held 
for  one  term.  He  then  engaged  in  the  grocery 
husiness  at  what  is  now  Bridgeton,  continuing 
there  for  about  two  years,  when,  Aug.  ii, 
1873,  he  became  the  first  agent  at  Harrisville 
for  the  newly  completed  Providence  and  Springfield 
railroad.  He  remained  in  that  capacity  for  about 
four  years,  and  then  became  a passenger  conductor 
on  the  road,  running  between  Pascoag  and  Provi- 
dence. After  seven  years’  service  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  road  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  after 
his  recovery  became  agent  for  the  company  at  Pas- 
coag. While  an  incumbent  of  this  position,  Mr. 
Esten  ])urchased  land  and  erected  a modern  build- 
ing, opening.  June  t6,  1884,  his  bakery,  the  first  in 
the  town  of  Burrillville.  The  enterprise  was  a 
decided  success  from  the  start,  and  in  time  Mr. 
Esten  built  up  a large  trade,  his  business  being  the 
largest  one  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
Three  wagons  are  kept  continually  on  the  go,  sup- 
plying customers  in  the  towns  of  Burrillville,  Glo- 
cester  and  North  Smithfield,  and  his  products  are 
well  and  favorably  known.  The  success  which  has^ 
rewarded  Mr.  Esten’s  efforts  has  been  won  through' 
steady,  untiring  labor,  strict  integrity  and  faithful 
attention  to  business.  He  is  well  known  through- 
out the  town,  and  has  many  friends. 

On  Jan.  4,  1866,  Mr.  George  W.  Esten  was 
united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Mercy  B.  Wight, 
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l)orn  All".  9,  1846,  in  Rurrillville,  R.  I.,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Rachel  D.  (Ballou)  Wight,  of  that 
town,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  two 
.sons  and  a daughter,  as  follows:  Frederick  A., 
who  married  Alice  Brown,  resides  at  Pascoag,  and 
is  connected  with  his  father’s  business ; Lucy 
Estelle,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Harold  O.,  who 
is  foreman  of  his  father’s  business.  The  two  sons 
are  both  members  of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  33, 
T.  ().  O.  F. 

In  political  matters  i\Ir.  Esten  is  a Republican, 
but  his  interest  in  politics  ends  with  the  casting  of 
his  vote.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  secretary  of 
the  Pascoag  Cemetery  Association,  and  holds  that 
office  at  the  jtresent  time.  He  attends  the  Free 
Bajitist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a mem- 
ber. 

ROSCOE  D.  HETCALF,  who  during  his  life 
was  a well-known  citizen  of  Diamond  Hill  in  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  that  town,  Feb. 
9.  1836.  son  of  Dexter  and  grandson  of  Ebenezer 
-Metcalf. 

Dexter  iMetcalf  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland, and  there  grew  to  manhood,  becoming  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  Diamond  Hill,  where  he  owned 
and  operated  a tract  of  seventy-seven  acres  of  fine 
land.  There  he  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  there  died,  being  buried  at 
.\rnolds  Alills  cemetery.  He  married  Polly  Bishop, 
who  made  a devoted  wife  and  loving  mother,  and 
she  died  on  the  farm,  being  buried  beside  her  hus- 
band. Four  children  were  horn  to  iMr.  and  Mrs. 
IMetcalf:  Christopher,  who  died  young;  William, 
who  died  aged  nine  years;  John  B.,  also  deceased; 
and  Roscoe  Delano. 

Roscoe  Delano  IMetcalf’s  boyhood  was  spent  at 
his  native  home,  he  attending  the  district  schools 
and  assisting  on  the  farm.  After  leaving  school 
he  became  a bookkeeper  in  Providence  for  a time, 
and  later  returned  to  his  native  home,  settling  down 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  There  he  made  his  home 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a man  of 
much  artistic  taste,  and  made  his  home  one  of  the 
most  attractive  .spots  of  Cumberland.  He  died  Aug. 
IT.  1896.  and  was  interred  at  Arnolds  Mills  ceme- 
tery. In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and 
was  a member  of  the  school  committee  of  the  town 
for  some  years. 

In  i86t  IMr.  IMetcalf  inarried.  in  Cumberland, 
Pollv  A.  Grant,  born  at  Diamond  Hill,  daughter  of 
Warren  and  Betsey  (Mdtiting)  Grant.  Mrs.  i\Tet- 
calf,  who  .still  survives  her  husband,  resides  on  the 
homestead,  and  is  much  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
her. 

JOHN  OLNEY  WINSOR,  who  is  now  occu- 
pying the  home  in  which  he  was  born  in  John.ston, 
is  a successful  farmer  and  dairyman.  His  birth 
occurred  May  3,  1842,  and  his  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  during  the  winter 


months.  His  summers  were  passed  in  assisting  his 
father  on  the  home  farm.  Just  as  he  entered  man- 
hood came  the  struggle  that  threatened  to  disrupt 
the  national  union,  and  on  Oct.  22,  1861,  Mr.  Win- 
sor  enlisted  in  his  country’s  service  as  a private  in 
Company  F,  ist  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  for 
three  years.  He  was  mustered  out  Oct.  29,  1864. 
During  the  earlier  period  of  his  service  his  regi- 
ment bore  an  heroic  and  conspicuous  part  in  the 
Burnside  expedition  and  later  became  a part  of  the 
-\rmy  of  the  'Janies.  On  Dec.  16,  1862,  Mr.  Win- 
sor  became  Corporal  Winsor,  and  he  was  in  active 
service  with  his  regiment  until  the  completion  of 
his  term  of  enlistment,  when  he  was  discharged  at 
Chaffin  Springs,  Va.,  Oct.  28,  1864.  Returning 
home  ]\lr.  Winsor  went"  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
and  there  entered  business  college,  but  the  three 
years  of  service  in  the  army  had  awakened  his  spirit 
of  adventure,  and  April  i,  1865,  company  with 
an  army  comrade,  he  set  out  for  the  gold  fields  of 
Colorado  and  Nevada.  IMuch  of  the  distance  ta 
Denver  was  covered  by  horse  and  on  foot.  Here 
he  prospected  for  gold,  living  the  life  of  the  “dig- 
gin’s’’  and  of  the  lone  prospector  in  the  mountains 
until  September,  1866.  Flis  father’s  advancing 
years  and  need  of  assistance  on  the  home  farm 
called  him  home,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father 
he  bought  out  the  other  heirs  and  has  since  carried 
on  farming  and  dairying.  His  farm  of  about  170 
acres,  with  its  modern  improvements  and  generally 
up-to-date  appearance,  bespeaks  the  prosperous  and 
industrious  farmer  and  wise  manager.  He  is  highly 
esteemed,  and  has  a wide  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Winsor  is  a member  of  Prescott  Post,  G. 
A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has 
been  active  in  jiarty  work.  His  services  have  been 
given  his  town  as  councilman,  assessor,  and  as  rep- 
resentative in  the  General  Assembly  in  1880-81-82. 
\\’hile  a member  of  the  legislative  body  he  was  re- 
garded as  capable  and  efficient,  and  he  was  ever 
on  the  alert  for  the  best  interests  of  his  constituents. 

On  Nov.  13,  1867,  i\Ir.  Winsor  was  married  to 
Fdnah  Brown,  daughter  of  William  and  Abby 
(Mdnsor)  Brown,  and  a descendant  of  Chad 
Brown,  who  came  to  Rhode  Island  with  Roger 
M'illiams.  To  IMr.  and  iMrs.  Winsor  have  been 
l)orn  children  as  follows:  (i)  Clarence  Moulton, 
a graduate  of  the  Providence  high  school,  was  mak- 
ing rapid  progress  as  a civil  engineer,  when  he  died 
in  January,  1903.  His  widow,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lillie  Bi.shop,  is  now  the  wife  of  Ralph  Col- 
well, of  Providence.  (2)  Mabel  Louise  married 
George  W.  Steere,  of  Providence  and  has  had  two 
children.  Gladys,  who  died  in  infancy:  and  Wen- 
dell. (3)  Harry  Brown.  (4)  Susan  Amelia  mar- 
ried Howard  Holbrook,  of  Providence,  and  has  a 
son.  Gerald  Winsor. 

Harry  Brown  Winsor,  son  of  John  Olney  and 
Ednah  (Brown)  Winsor,  was  born  April  li,  1875. 
His  youth  was  passed  amid  the  environments  com- 
mon to  the  country-bred  boy — attending  the  schools. 
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of  the  neig-hborliood  in  tlie  winter,  and  assisting  in 
the  farm  work  in  the  summer.  His  education  was 
completed  upon  his  graduation  from  the  grammar 
school  of  Providence.  Determining  upon  a business 
career  he  realized  that  his  most  practical  education 
would  he  gained  in  the  school  of  experience.  In 
young  manhood  he  established  himself  in  the  milk 
hnsiness,  and  by  his  courteous*  manner  and  his 
strictly  honorable  dealing  he  now  finds  himself  on 
the  high  road  to  prosperity.  He  is  popular  in  the 
social  circles  of  his  town,  and  he  is  well  posted  on 
the  questions  of  the  day.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masons,  being  a member  of  Wdiat 
Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; and  Scitnate 
Chapter,  No.  8,  R.  A.  M.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

( )n  Sept.  26,  1899,  Mr.  Wdnsor  was  married  to 
]\Iiss  Hattie  E.  Waterman,  daughter  of  Emery  Wa- 
terman and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  Rhode 
Island  families.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Ralph  Sherman,  born  May  12,  1901;  Doris 
Edna.  June  14.  1902:  Lloyd  Moulton,  July  8,  1903; 
Ruth  Amelia,  June  24,  1906;  and  Paul  Brown,  Oct. 
II,  1907. 

WHITE  ( Burrillville  and  Glocester).  The 
earliest  known  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  White 
family  is  (1)  Roger  White,  born  in  1714,  and  his 
.son,  ('ll)  Jonathan,  born  in  1736,  became  the  father 
of  (III)  Humphrey  White,  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  in  Rhode  Island. 

(Ill)  Humphrey  White  came  hither  from 
MTstport,  Mass.,  in  1796,  and  bought  a large  farm 
in  West  Glocester  of  John  Pray,  on  what  has  since 
been  known  as  White’s  Hill.  He  married  Sibel  (or 
Sybil)  Kirby,  who  bore  him  ten  children,  the  fourth 
one  being  an  infant  when  they  moved  from  West- 
port,  and  carried  by  its  mother  on  horseback 
over  the  rough  bridle  path  then  in  use.  The  chil- 
dren were:  Aleribah,  who  married  a Hutchinson; 
Benjamin : David ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Peleg 
Wood  : iMartha  ; Plumphrey  ; Rhoda,  who  married 
Isaac  Clark  : Jonathan  ; Nancy,  who  married  Aaron 
Cutler : and  William.  Of  Humphrey  White’s  life 
in  Westport  very  little  is  known  except  that  he  was 
in  business  and  that  he  amassed  what  in  those  days 
was  considered  a comfortable  fortune.  He  came  to 
Rhode  Island  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
farming.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  and  was  evidently  well-liked  by  his 
neighbors,  as  there  are  many  records  where  he  as- 
sisted them  financially. 

(I\0  In  about  1820  David  and  Humphrey 
White  and  their  sister,  Rhoda,  and  her  husband, 
Isaac  Clark,  moved  to  Collins,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  they  bought  large  tracts  of  land  which  they 
cleared  and  made  into  farming  lands.  All  became 
successful  farmers,  and  many  of  their  descendants 
are  living  there  today. 

( I\A'  M’illiam  \\dfite,  son  of  Humphrey,  mar- 


ried Drnsilla  Chase,  who  bore  him  children  as  fol- 
lows: Nancy,  who  married  Allen  Turner;  Abby, 
who  married  James  Arnold  ; and  Judge  Alfred  A., 
who  married  Emily  Mowry,  and  both  are  living  at 
Riverside,  R.  T.  William  \\'hite  was  a farmer  and 
lived  near  the  home  place  on  Y’hite’s  Hill. 

(IV)  Jonathan  White,  son  of  Humphrey,  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a farmer  near  Chestnut 
Hill,  Conn.,  where  his  two  sons,  Albert  and  Henry, 
were  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business.  His 
wife  was  Miranda  Wade. 

(IV)  Benjamin  White,  son  of  Humphrey,  born 
Feb.  9,  1789,  lived  at  the  old  homestead  on  White’s 
Hill  until  his  death,  April  3,  1863.  His  entire  life 
was  devoted  to  farming.  He  was  a quiet,  dignified 
man.  of  sound  judgment  and  good  common  sense, 
and  his  advice  and  counsel  were  often  sought  by  and 
freely  given  to  his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  was 
a very  temperate  man.  a remarkable  thing  for  the 
time.  He  married  Polly  Elopkins,  who  died  in  1855. 
They  had  nine  children,  namely:  ( i)  George  Nel- 
son. (2)  James  M.  (3)  Laura  Ann  married 
George  L.  Owen,  of  Chepachet,  and  lived  there  un- 
til lier  death.  She  had  five  children : IMary,  Char- 
lotte, Elizabeth,  Adelaide  and  Louisa.  (4)  Sybil 
died  unmarried.  ( ;)  Emeline  married  William 
Bellows,  and  had  two  children,  Sarah  Jane  and 
Horatio.  (6)  William  Arnold  died  unmarried. 
(7)  Fenner  Rawson.  (8)  Henry  Clay.  (9)  Gil- 
bert E. 

(V)  George  Nelson  White,  eldest  son  of  Ben- 
jamin, was  born  on  the  old  homestead  on  White’s 
Hill  in  1814.  He  worked  on  the  farm  until  he  be- 
came of  age,  when  he  went  into  business 'for  him- 
self. His  first  venture  was  in  the  teaming  busi- 
ness between  Providence  and  Chepachet,  and  this 
he  followed  with  success  for  a few  years,  and  then 
went  into  the  lumber  business,  a line  which  en- 
grossed his  attention  until  his  retirement  in  1890. 
In  1869  he  bought  out  the  heirs  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  moved  there,  building  a sawmill  on  a 
part  of  the  original  farm,  which  he  had  purchased 
for  that  purpose.  At  his  retirement  from  active 
business  he  moved  into  Chepachet,  where  he  died 
Dec.  28,  1892.  In  politics  he  was  a stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  he  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  elected  by  that  party  to  the  General  Assembly 
from  the  town  of  Glocester.  In  1835  he  married 
Cvrena  P.  Young,  daughter  of  Emor  and  Candace 
Young,  of  Burrillville.  She  died  Sept.  3.  1881,  the 
mother  of  seven  children  : Stephen,  who  died  in 
childhood:  George  S.  (died  in  1878).  who  lived  on 
the  home  place  with  his  father,  and  who  married 
Ellen  M.  Barnes  (died  in  1874)  1 Frances  C..  mar- 
ried William  Neff,  of  Chepachet,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Henry,  Everett  and  Lillis  : Lillis,  who  died  in 
childhood:  Benjamin,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  at  Chepachet.  and  who  married  Annie 
E.  Barnes  and  has  a son.  Fred  N.  (in  business  with 
his  father);  Vhlliam  Henry:  and  IMartha,  who 
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married  Levi  Brown,  who  owns  a farm  in  Douglass, 
Mass.,  and  has  three  children,  Cora,  Alice  and  Gil- 
bert. 

(\')  James  M.  White,  second  son  of  Benja- 
min, lived  at  the  Cherry  Farm  in  Foster,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  as  an  occupation  until  within  a few 
years  of  his  death,  when  he  moved  to  Providence, 
where  he  died.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  represented  his  town  several  terms  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  He  married  Eliza  Brown,  and  had 
si.x  children : Allen,  Alpha,  Lizzie,  Charles,  Gilbert 
and  Emma. 

(\’')  Fenner  Rawson  W'hite,  son  of  Benjamin, 
lived  at  home  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  left 
the  farm  and  went  to  Chepachet,  where  he  first 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  but  after  a few 
vears  became  interested  with  his  brother,  Henry 
Clay  White,  in  the  woolen  mills  at  Chepachet,  Bur- 
rillville  and  ^^’esterly,  under  the  name  of  F.  R. 
\Mute  & Co.,  a co-partnership  wdiich  was  continued 
until  Mr.  Fenner  R.  White's  death  in  1880.  He 
married  IMary  Arnold,  of  Chepachet.  They  had  no 
children. 

(Y)  Henry  Clay  White,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  to  California,  going  there 
shortly  after  the  discovery  of  gold  .in  1849.  After 
spending  a few  years  on  the  Pacific  coast,  he  re- 
turned East,  and  went  into  the  mill  business  with 
his  brother  Fenner  R.  After  the  death  of  the  lat- 
ter. he  and  his  nephew,  William  H.  White,  con- 
tinued the  business  until  1892,  wdien  Whlliam  H. 
retired  and  was  succeeded  by  Oscar  White  (son  of 
Henry  C.).  and  the  firm  name  became  H.  C.  Wdiite 
& Son,  so  continuing  until  the  father’s  death  in 
1893.  Both  he  and  his  brother,  Fenner  R.,  were 
Democrats,  and  both  represented  the  town  of  Glo- 
cester  in  the  General  Assembly.  Henry  C.  WHiite 
married  IMary  S.  Whipple,  of  Burrillville,  and  they 
had  four  children.  Cora.  Fanny,  Oscar  and  Emma. 

(V)  Gilbert  F.  W'hite,  son  of  Benjamin,  left 
the  old  farm  early  in  life,  and  went  to  work  in  the 
store  of  W'hite  & Gory,  in  Greenville,  R.  I.  After 
a few  years  he  started  a hardware  store  at  Harris- 
ville,  R.  F,  which  he  continued  until  his  death.  In 
Greenville  he  married  IMary  E.  Eiske,  and  they  had 
two  sons,  Everett  W.,  of  Providence,  and  Ered,  of 
Pawtucket. 

(\T)  W'illia:\i  H.  W'hite,  son  of  George  Nel- 
son. left  home  in  1869,  and  went  to  learn  the  woolen 
business  in  the  office  of  his  uncles,  Eenner  R.  and 
Henry  C.  White,  at  Chejiachet.  In  1876  he  took 
charge  of  the  mill,  and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Eenner 
R.  White,  he  formed  a co-partnership  with  Mr. 
Henry  C.  White,  and  they  continued  in  business 
until  1892,  when  W'illiam  H.  sold  out  his  interest 
and  started  the  Oakland  WMrsted  Company,  of  (dak- 
land,  R.  T.,  where  he  now  resides.  In  1875  dlr. 
White  married  Belle  Clark,  daughter  of  Whlliam 
H.  and  Mary  M.  A.  Clark,  of  Burrillville,  and  they 
have  one  child.  Elizabeth  W illiams,  who  married 
-Vrthur  Ingraham,  of  Oakland,  assistant  superin- 


tendent of  the  Oakland  Worsted  Company,  and 
b.as  three  children,  Alargaret  Hunt,  William 
W'hite  and  Arthur,  Jr. 

SEABURY.  Eor  generations,  since  the  early 
vears  of  the  eighteenth  century,  there  have  resided 
in  Newport  and  the  towns  of  Little  Compton  and 
Tiverton  families  b’earing  the  name  of  Seabury,  all 
a branch  of  the  old  Duxbury,  Mass.,  family,  de- 
scendants of '(I)  John  Seabury,  mariner,  of  Boston, 
who  became  an  inhabitant  of  that  town  by  pur- 
chase of  a house  lot  Nov.  25,  1639.  He  died  prior 
to  1662.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wdfe  w^as  Grace, 
and  among  their  children  w’ere  sons : John  and 
Samuel,  the  former  going  to  the  Barbadoes. 

(H)  Samuel  Seabury,  son  of  John  and  Grace, 
w'as  born  Dec.  10,  1640,  and  he  died  Aug.  5,  1681. 
He  married  (first)  Nov.  9,  1660,  at  Weymouth, 
Mass.,  Patience,  daughter  of  Whlliam  Kemp,  of 
Duxbury;  she  died  Oct.  29,  1676,  and  he  married 
(second)  April  4,  1677,  Martha  Pabodie,  who  was 
born  Eeb.  24,  1650,  and  wdio  died  Jan.  5,  1712, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Alden)  Pa- 
bodie. and  granddaughter  of  John  Alden,  of  the 
“Mayfiower.”  His  children  w'ere  : Elizabeth,  born 
Sept.  16,  1661:  Sarah,  Aug.  18,  1663;  Samuel, 
April  20,  t666;  Hannah,  July  7,  1668;  John,  Nov. 
7.  1670;  Grace  and  Patience,  March  i,  1673;  Jo- 
seph, Jan.  8,  1678;  IMartha,  Sept.  23,  1679;  John 
( 2 ).  and  one  whose  name  is  not  known  to  us.  Tw'O 
of  these  children,  Samuel  and  John  (2),  removed  to 
New  London,  Conn.,  where  they  appeared  a little 
before  1700.  Samuel  made  purchases  in  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  in  1702,  but  his  name  is  not  found  on  any 
early  list  of  inhabitants  in  that  plantation. 

(III)  Joseph  Seabury,  son  of  Samuel,  w'as 
born  Jan. j8  1678.  On  Sept.  25,  1701,  he  married 
Phebe  iMintnTborn  in  1679,  and  died  April  21,  1715. 
Joseph  died  Aug.  22,  1755,  at  Little  Compton,  R.  1. 
The  children  of  Joseph  and  Phebe  Seabury,  of  Lit- 
tle Compton  town  record,  as  given  in  Arnold’s  sta- 
tistics, were:  Samuel,  born  June  5,  1702;  IMartba, 
I'eb.  7,  1704;  Joseph,  Dec.  2,  1705;  Benjamin,  Jan. 
20.  1708;  Sion,  IMarch  27,  1713;  and  IMary,  April 

i/H- 

Erom  this  source  came  the  southern  Rhode  Is- 
land Seaburys,  numerous  in  years  past  in  the  towns 
of  Little  Compton  and  Tiverton. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Seabury,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Phebe  (Smith)  Seabury,  born  Jan.  20,  1708,  mar- 
ried in  1733.  Reliecca  Southw^orth,  born  Dec.  22, 
1708.  They  w'ere  residents  of  Little  Compton.  Mr. 
Seabury  died  Sept,  it,  1773.  Their  children  of  Lit- 
tle Compton  towm  record,  according  to  Arnold, 
were:  Mercy,  born  Aug.  13.  1734:  IMary,  Jan.  25, 
1736;  Rebecca,  Jan.  25,  1736;  Ruth,  Nov.  26,  1739: 
Benjamin,  Jan.  24,  1743:  Eobes,  March  29,  1745 
(died  June  4,  1746)  ; Gideon,  March  i.  1747  (died 
Oct.  29.  1827)  : Constant,  June  19,  1749:  and  Isaac, 
Nov.  3.  1731. 

( \')  Gideon  Seabury,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
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born  'March  r,  1747,  and  his  death  occurred  Oct. 
29,  18—.  On  March  21,  1775,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Pearce,  born  Nov.  14,  1756,  died  Oct.  29, 
1827. 

(\'I)  Capt.  Benjamin  Seabnry,  son  of  Gideon, 
was  born  Oct.  20,  1776,  and  in  early  life  he  resided 
in  Little  Compton.  He  later  located  at  Westport 
Harbor,  Mass.,  and  became  a captain  in  both  the 
whaling  and  coasting  trade.  He  died  April  5,  1857. 
On  Oct.  5,  t8oo,  he  married  Ruth  Manchester, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Bailey)  Manchester, 
born  Nov.  10,  1776,  and  died  Nov.  21,  1846.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  three  dying  in 
infancy ; the  others,  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
were  as  follows:  George,  Benjamin,  John,  Albert, 
Alexander,  Caroline,  Ellen,  JMaria,  Eliza  and  Har- 
riet. 

(VH)  Capt.  Benjamin  Seabury  (2),  son  of 
Capt.  Benjamin,  was  born  Dfec.  27,  1803,  and  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Brownell,  daughter  of  Gideon  Tomp- 
kins. She  was  born  March  13,  1806,  and  died  Sept. 
24,  1893.  ]\Ir.  Seabury  at  an  early  age  became  self- 
reliant,  beginning  the  battle  of  life  at  twelve  years 
of  age,  receiving  for  his  services  the  small  amount 
of  two  dollars  per  month.  He  improved  his  time 
and  opportunities,  however,  and  as  the  years  passed 
he  gathered  experience  and  knowledge,  and  when 
twenty-three  he  was  the  master  of  a vessel.  He 
followed  a seafaring  life  from  that  time  on  until 
thirty-seven  years  of  age.  His  health  failing  he 
was  compelled  to  seek  other  business  and  two  years 
later  he  settled  in  Little  Compton,  and  as  it  proved 
for  life.  Here  with  his  hard-earned  money,  with 
the  savings  of  years,  he  built  a business  house,  and 
for  nearly  forty  years  was  there  engaged  as  a mer- 
chant. Retiring  from  active  business  before  his 
death,  he  passed  his  last  years  in  quiet.  He  died 
July  26,  1892.  Capt.  Seabury  was  a man  capable 
and  courteous,  honorable  and  upright,  of  the  high- 
est integrity,  and  as  the  years  came  and  went  he 
rose  through  the  force  of  his  own  make-up  to  po- 
sition and  a competence.  In  his  political  faith  he 
was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  he  became 
prominent  in  the  public  afifairs  of  the  town,  es- 
teemed and  respected  as  a most  useful  citizen.*  His 
fellow  townsmen  repeatedly  through  a long  period 
of  years  elected  him  to  positions  of  trust  and  honor, 
the  duties  of  which  he  performed  with  that  fidelity 
and  capability  that  was  characteristic  of  him.  He 
represented  his  town  a number  of  years  in  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Assembly  and  also  for  one 
year  in  the  Senate.  He  was  for  the  long  period  of 
nearly  twenty  years  an  efficient  member  of  the 
town' council.  He  was  a member  and  liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  support  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  The  children  born  to  Capt.  Seabury  and 
wife  were  as  follows,  the  first  three  born  in  West- 
])ort,  and  the  others  in  Little  Compton  : One  born 
Aug.  4.  1836,  died  Aug.  8,  1848:  Charles  Henry, 
born  Sept.  16,  1837,  who  married  Jan.  12,  1864, 
Alary  E.  Talbot,  was  a druggist  in  Providence,  and 


died  Sept.  14,  1896;  Edwin  Tompkins,  born  April 
7,  1840,  who  married,  Dec.  ^i,  1867,  Susan  E.  Sis- 
son, is  a farmer  in  Little  Compton ; Albert  'I'heo- 
dore,  born  Oct.  10,  1843;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  18, 
1848,  died  Jan.  3,  1879;  Lucia  Newman,  born  June 
19.  1851,  married,  Dec.  6,  1893,  Isaac  \\\  How- 
land, and  died  at  Little  Compton  Jan.  19,  1905; 
Benjamin,  born  in  Alay,  1845,  <lied  April  10,  1848: 
Benjamin  (2),  born  Eeb.  17,  1853,  who  married 
Alay  16,  1876,  Sarah  A.  Batcheller,  is  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Taylor,  Symonds  & Co.,  wholesale  dry 
goods  dealers  at  Providence. 

(VHI)  Hon.  Albert  Theodore  Seabury,  son 
of  the  late  Capt.  Benjamin,  and  one  of  the  succes.s- 
ful  and  leading  citizens  of  the  town  of  Little  Conq)- 
ton,  where  for  forty  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  as  a carriage  maker  and  wheelwright,  was 
born  at  the  Commons  Oct.  10,  1843.  He  attended 
the  local  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  as  a boy 
worked  as  a clerk  in  the  store  with  his  father,  re- 
maining there  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
then  started  out  for  himself  in  1865,  on  ^ Pact  of 
forty  acres  of  land  owned  by  his  father,  known  as 
the  James  Sisson  farm  on  the  West  Alain  Road, 
and  there  he  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  1885 
he  came  into  possession  of  this  farm  and  he  built 
a fine  dwelling  house,  fitted  with  all  modern  im- 
provements, and  he  has  also  improved  the  build- 
ings and  erected  workshops,  etc.  In  1868  he  be- 
gan the  work  of  wheelwrighting,  opening  up  a shop 
at  the  Commons,  and  there  he  worked  for  some  time, 
finally  selling  out  to  A.  C.  Wilbour.  He  is  still  en- 
gaged at  the  same  business,  but  at  the  shop  which 
he  built  on  his  farm.  He  has  added  sixteen  acres  to 
his  original  purchase,  all  of  which  is  now  under  cul- 
tivation. At  the  present  time  he  rents  his  land  and 
devotes  his  time  to  his  trade. 

Through  his  own  efforts  Air.  Seabury  has  won 
his  success.  He  is  a man  of  thrift  and  progress, 
and  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  a lover 
of  nature,  and  he  has  always  been  devoted  to  horses, 
raising  some  fine  blooded  stock  with  good  trotting 
records,  but  he  has  never  put  any  of  them  on  the 
track.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in 
1877  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  serv- 
ing in  that  body  until  1879.  He  was  a member  of 
the  committees  on  Alilitia,  and  on  State  Charities 
and  Corrections.  In  1879  elected  a member 

of  the  State  Senate  from  his  native  town,  and 
served  with  honor  and  distinction  in  that  body. 
Air.  Seabury  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  char- 
ter members  of  the  Little  Compton  Grange,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  enrolled  in  Pomona 
Grange,  and  the  State  and  National  bodies  of  that 
order,  taking  a deep  interest  in  its  good  work.  He 
has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  cause  of 
popular  education,  and  as  a member  of  the  school 
committee  he  performed  services  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  public  schools. 

On  Dec.  22,  1864.  Air.  Seabury  was  married  to 
Susan  Alice  Burlingame,  born  in  Little  Compton, 
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(laughter  of  IIenr\-  and  Susan  (Sisson)  Burlin- 
game, and  granddaughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy 
(I'pd’ike)  Burlingame,  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I. 
:Mr.  and  iNIrs.  Seahury  are  both  active  members  of 
the  .Methodist  h:piscoi)al  Church  of  Little  Compton, 
)ilr.  Seahury  having  been  for  over  twenty-three 
years  a tenor  singer  in  the  church  choir.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  "to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seahury,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infancy. 

ISAAC  CHASE,  justice  of  the  peace,  notary 
public  and  well-known  citizen  of  South  Portsmouth, 
was  horn  on  the  East  Main  Road,  Portsmouth,  May 
31,  1852,  second  son  of  Constant  W.  and  Susan 
(Slocum)  Chase,  who  are  mentioned  in  full  else- 
where in  this  work.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  from  an  early  age  worked  with  his  fa- 
ther on  the  homestead,  where  he  remained  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  then  started  out  to 
make  his  own  wav  in  the  world,  finding  in  the  late 
Borden  Lawton  his  first  employer,  and  with  him 
he  remained  three  years.  He  then  rented  the  Bor- 
den Lawton  farm,  a tract  of  sixty-six  acres,  which 
he  continued  to  oj^ierate  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Law- 
ton,  when  the  farm  was  divided.  Since  that  time 
?dr.  Chase  has  operated  the  thirty-three-acre  half 
on  which  stands  the  old  mansion  house  of  the  farm, 
winch  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  town.  He  has  made 
many  improvements  and  he  devotes  his  land  chiefly 
to  market  gardening  and  the  dairv  business.  He 
also  caters  to  those  who  come  in  the  summer  to 
board. 

Like  all  meml)ers  of  the  Chase  family  he  has 
been  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party 
since  casting  his  first  vote,  and  for  several  years  he 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1900  he  was 
ai)]jointed  a notary  public.  He  is  also  a convey- 
ancer of  deeds,  etc.  He  also  served  for  a number 
of  years  as  a trustee  of  his  school  district,  and  dur- 
ing that  service  was  instrumental  in  having  many 
improvements  made  in  the  school  property,  giving 
much  of  his  time  to  educational  matters  in  connec- 
tion with  the  schools.  He  has  also  been  a licensed 
])ublic  auctioneer  of  the  town  for  a number  of  vears. 
He  is  liberal  in  his  views,  tolerant  of  the  opinions 
of  others,  and  is  well  respected  and  sincerely  liked 
by  all  who  know  him. 

On  Oct.  28.  1874,  at  St.  IMary's  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Portsmouth,  jMr.  Chase  was  united  in 
marriage  with  jMarianna  Lawton,  born  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  Aug.  20.  1852,  daughter  of  the  late 
Borden  and  Anna  (IMitchell)  Lawton.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chase  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Mary,  who  married  John  F.  Willard,  of  Ar- 
lington, R.  L,  and  has  one  daughter,  jMarianna  Law- 
ton  ; Helen,  who  died  voung;  Augusta,  who  married 
B.  Earl  Anthony,  of  Portsmouth  ; and  Isaac,  Jr.,  at 
home. 

Lawtox.  The  Lawton  family,  to  which  Mrs. 
Chase  belomrs,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Rhode  Island,  (I)  Thomas  Lawton,  by 
name,  whose  son  (II)  Daniel  became  the  father  of 


(HI)  Adam,  born  Jan.  5,  1672,  wbo  resided  in 
I’ortsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 

(I\’)  Adam  Lawton  (2),  son  of  Adam,  married 
Oct.  24,  1727.  iMartha  Slocum,  of  Newport,  R.  L, 
and  their  children  of  Portsmouth  town  record  were: 
Giles,  born  Aug.  4,  1729;  Ruth,  Oct.  16,  1731; 
Peleg,  Nov.  it,  1735:  Hannah,  IMarch  3,  1739-40; 
and  Sarah,  Feb.  24,  1748. 

(V)  Giles  Lawton,  son  of  Adam  and  Martha, 
born  Aug.  4,-1729,  married,  April  17,  1751,  Hannah 
Peckham.  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Peck- 
ham,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and  (second)  Jan. 
30,  1766,  iMary,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Law- 
ton,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The  children  of  Giles 
and  Hannah  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  16,  1752; 
Giles,  Oct.  T2,  1753  : Hannah,  July  9,  1756;  George, 
Aug.  4,  1760;  and  those  of  Giles  and  Mary  were: 
George,  born  Aug.  2,  1768;  Anna,  Aug.  2,  1768; 
Adam,  ^larch  27,  1770:  Philip  W.,  Jan.  8,  1773; 
John,  Oct.  12,  1776:  and  Abigail,  Oct.  12,  1776. 

(VI)  Adam  Lawton,  son  of  Giles  and  Mary, 
born  March  27,  1770,  married,  Aug.  30,  1793.  Abi- 
gail Anthony,  daughter  of  Daniel  Anthony,  of  Mid- 
dletown, R.  I.  Their  children  were:  jMoses,  born 
May  TO,  1796;  IMary,  Oct.  28,  1797;  Abner,  Oct.  18. 
1798:  Hannah.  Dec.  28,  t8oo:  Alice,  April  3,  1803; 
Sarah,  Jan.  t,  1805;  and  Abigail,  May  14,  1808. 
For  his  second  wife,  Adam  Lawton  married  Susan 
Slocum,  and  their  children  were:  JPhebe,  who  died 
young:  Giles,  who  also  died  young:  Eliza,  now  the 
widow  of  William  Rogers,  and  residing  with  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Hughes,  on  the  old  Lawton  homestead 
on  the  Wapping  Road  in  Portsmouth : Borden : 
Ann  L..  widow  of  Charles  Hughes,  and  the  mother 
of  William,  a real  estate  dealer  of  Newport  who 
married  Annie  Gould,  who  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Charles  fwho  married  Nancy  G.  Chase), 
Harriet  R.  and  Charles  M. 

(\TI)  Borden  Lawton,  son  of  Adam,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
His  entire  life  was  devoted  to  farming.  When  he 
began  for  himself  he  settled  on  the  farm  south  of 
the  homestead,  a fine  tract  of  sixty-six  acres,  where 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
TheiT  his  death  occurred  in  January,  1897,  and  his 
remains  rest  in  St.  Mary’s  cemetery.  He  was  an 
honorable  and  upright  citizen,  and  merited  the  high 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held  in  the  community. 
In  Portsmouth  he  married  Anna  Mitchell,  who  was 
born  in  that  town.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children : Marianna,  who  married  Isaac  Chase ; 
Cornelia,  now  the  widow  of  the  late  Charles  Sum- 
ner Sisson,  of  Portsmouth  ; Helen,  who  died  young; 
and  Edward,  who  died  in  infancy. 

ANTHONY  ANGELL  (deceased),  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Smithfield.  now  the  town  of  Lin- 
coln, where  he  owned  the  old  Muzzey  farm  on  the 
Angell  Road,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1796.  a member  of 
the  old  and  honored  New  England  family  of  An- 
gell. 

(I)  Thomas  Angell,  born  about  1618  in  Eng- 
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land,  came  to  this  country  in  the  ship  “Lion,”  which 
left  ilristol,  Etigland,  in  December,  1630,  and  ar- 
rived in  Boston,  Feb.  5,  1631,  soon  thereafter  going 
to  Salem.  He  and  four  others  came  to  Providence 
with  Roger  Williams,  and  made  settlement  here 
.earlier  than  July  of  that  same  year,  having  spent 
the  preceding  winter  at  Seekonk.  He  was  active 
in  the  preliminary  work  of  the  Colony  and  its  early 
history,  holding  several  public  offices,  and  died  in 
ir)()4.  His  wife,  Alice,  died  in  1695.  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Anphillis,  ]\Iary,  Deborah,  Alice. 
James,  Hope  and  Margaret. 

(II)  John  Angell,  born  in  1646,  married  Jan. 
7,  1669,  Rutb,  daughter  of  John  Field,  of  Field’s 
l*oint.  For  a few  years  he  cultivated  the  Daniel 
Jencks  farm  five  miles  from  Providence,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Providence,  where  he  continued 
farming  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  Deputy 
in  1686,  and  died  July  27,  1720,  the  father  of  the 
following  children  : Thomas,  Mercy,  John,  Daniel. 
James  and  Hope. 

(III)  John  Angell  (2),  born  in  Providence, 
married  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Johnston  near  the 
seven  mile  line  which  separates  that  town  from 
Smithfield.  i\lr.  Angell  had  these  two  daughters 
and  three  sons : Ruth,  Lydia,  Stephen,  Richmond 
and  Abraham,  and  perhaps  other  children. 

(IV)  Stephen  Angell,  son  of  John  (2),  mar- 
ried, May  16,  1727,  Martha,  daughter  of  Epenetus 
Olney.  31r.  Angell  became  proprietor  of  the  farm 
cultivated  by  his  father.  He  is  believed  to  have 
Been  a Friend  or  Quaker.  He  was  a man  of  in- 
<lustrv  and  enterprise,  and  lived  to  see  each  of  his 
nine  sons  well  settled  on  farms  of  their  own.  He 
and  his  sons  were  all  possessed  of  considerable  me- 
chanical skill.  He  had  farming,  carpenter’s,  black- 
smith’s, and  it  is  believed,  cooper’s  tools,  and  his 
boys  were  brought  up  to  industrious  habits,  and 
when  they  settled  on  their  respective  farms  could 
make  their  buildings  and  most  of  their  tools.  The 
father’s  name  is  of  town  record  as  a member  of  the 
council  of  Johnston,  and  he  was  often  elected  to 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Januarv,  1772.  His  children  were:  Chris- 
tojdier,  born  Oct.  31,  1728;  Ezekiel,  Dec.  25,  1729; 
Stephen.  May  16,  1731;  Charles,  Jan.  12,  1732; 
Sarah,  .Vug.  27,  1734:  James,  Aug.  18,  1736:  John, 
July  5,  T740;  Daniel,  Sept.  28,  1741;  William, 
Vlarch  30,  1743;  Gideon,  Dec.  3,  1744:  and  Martha, 
Sept.  13.  T747.  Of  these  Daniel  died  March  9, 
1810,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  Vlr.  Childs,  a school- 
master in  the  district  of  Georgiaville,  just  after  the 
death  of  Daniel,  made  the  following  entry  in  the 
family  Bilde  of  his  father : “The  ages  of  the  eight 
brothers  now  living,  added  together,  make  579;  di- 
vided bv  eight,  the  average  is  seventy-two  and 
three  eighths  years.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  gene- 
alogy of  any  other  race  of  men  will  be  found  in 
Rhode  Island  of  a longer  average  than  the  An- 
gells.”  The  will  of  Stephen  Angell  shows  that  all 
of  his  sons  had  been  provided  with  farms,  or  means 


to  purchase,  except  William  and  Daniel,  and  by  his 
will  they  arc  equally  well  ])rovided  for. 

( VQ  Ezekiel  .Vngcll,  born  Dec.  25,  1729,  mar- 
ried Phebe  Brown.  He  was  brought  up  in  Johns- 
ton, a farmer  and  mechanic.  His  father  gave  him 
a good  farm  in  Smithfield,  which  he  improved  dur- 
ing life,  and  left  to  his  son  and  namesake,  Ezekiel. 
He  was  an  intelligent  and  industrious  man,  and 
while  he  ])lanted  orchards  and  cultivated  his  farm, 
he  instructed  his  children  both  to  work  and  study. 
He  was  sup])lied,  like  his  father,  with  tools  for 
farming,  carpentering,  blacksmithing  and  cooper- 
ing. and,  it  is  said,  he  had  a nice  little  library  of 
books.  Besides  some  four  children  who  died  when 
young,  the  family  of  Ezekiel  and  Phebe  Angell 
comprised:  Jabez,  Ezekiel,  Xanev.  Phebe.  Vlarcy, 
Isaac,  Richard  and  Isabel. 

(VT)  Richard  Angell.  son  of  Ezekiel,  died 
Jan.  28,  1819,  aged  fifty-five  years.  He  married 
Sarah  Wood,  daughter  of  David  Wood  ; she  died 
Aug.  10,  1830,  aged  si.xty  years,  at  which  time  she 
was  the  third  wife  of  Col.  Israel  Angell.  Richard 
Angell  received  from  his  father  a farm  adjoining 
the  latter’s  own  residence  on  the  south,  which  he 
cultivated  successfully  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  children  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Angell  were : 
David,  who  married  Rachel  Martin,  was  a farmer 
in  Smithfield,  now  Lincoln,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1853. 
aged  sixty-two  years;  Joanna  died  Feb.  6,  1813, 
aged  eighteen  years ; Anthony ; and  Olney,  who 
married  Ruth  Angell,  daughter  of  Col.  Israel  An- 
gell, followed  farming  in  Smithfield,  and  died  Dec. 
II,  1831,  aged  thirty-eight  years. 

(VII)  Anthony  Angell,  son  of  Richard  and 
Sarah,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1796,  and  in  early  life  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a carpenter  in  Pawtucket  and  vi- 
cinity. Later  he  purchased  the  Muzzey  farm  near 
that  of  his  brothers  in  Smithfield.  and  successfully 
followed  farming  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  there  died 
Jan.  8,  1846.  ’ He  was  first  buried  on  the  farm,  but 
later  his  remains  were  moved  to  the  N'orth  Burial 
Ground.  He  married  Fidelia  Barney,  born  Jan.  31, 
1805,  and  she  died  I\Iay  3,  1890.  Their  children 
were : Angeline  A.,  born  April  30,  1826,  married 
George  G.  Hail,  and  died  Sept.  25.  1893:  Richard 
A.,  born  March  19,  1828,  married  Mary  Hawkins, 
and  died  Jan.  14,  1870;  Sarah  A.,  born  March  21. 
1830,  married  Henry  C.  Moulton,  and  died  July  8. 
1862:  Catharin  A.,  born  April  ii,  1832;  Almira  B., 
born  July  14,  1839,  died  unmarried  March  19,  1861  ; 
Nelson  O..  born  Aug.  24.  1842,  died  April  22, 
1847 : Henry  R..  born  Nov.  19,  1844,  died  un- 

married Nov.  20,  1868. 

(vni)  Catharin  Amelia  Angell,  born  on  the 
old  Muzzey  farm  in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  April  ii, 
1832.  married  Nov.  20,  1855.  Wilson  Perry  Moul- 
ton. son  of  Cromwell  and  Lucina  (Olney)  Moul- 
ton. the  latter  an  aunt  to  the  Hon.  Richard  Olney, 
who  was  Secretary  of  State  under  President  Grover 
Cleveland.  Cromwell  Moulton  was  a grandson  of 
Stephen  and  Deborah  (Mason)  Moulton.  Mr. 
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Moulton  made  his  home  in  Providence,  where  he 
was  an  expert  accountant,  auditor  and  bank  cash- 
ier. He  died  there  Dec.  12,  1889,  and  was  buried  in 
Cirace  Church  cemetery.  Mrs.  IMoulton  and  daugh- 
ter make  their  summer  home  on  the  homestead  in 
Lincoln,  and  spend  the  winter  season  in  Providence. 
To  i\lr.  and  Mrs.  iSloulton  were  born:  Laura  M., 
who  was  for  nine  years  general  secretary  of  the 
Young  WYmen’s  Christian  Association,  a position 
she  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health ; 
Louis,  who  died  in  young  manhood ; Sullivan,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Suliivan  (2),  a steam  fitter  in 
Providence,  who  married  (first)  iMaud  Evelyn 
Cook,  who  died  in  1901.  leaving  two  children,  Dan- 
iel (a  hardware  clerk  in  Providence)  and  George 
Cook,  and  he  married  (second)  Charlotte  E. 
Downes,  Ijy  whom  he  has  a daughter,  Eleanor 
Marion. 

GEORGE  WALTER  DA\GS,  who  passed 
away  Aug.  15,  1903,  was  for  many  years  a well- 
known  resident  of  the  Olneyville  section  of  the  city 
of  Providence,  formerly  a part  of  the  town  of 
Johnston.  He  was  horn  Aug.  12.  1838,  son  of  Par- 
don and  Lucy  (P>urke)  Davis,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  famous 
Jencks  Mowry  Academy.  In  his  youth  he  com- 
menced to  learn  butchering,  which  business  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  for  many  years,  by  earnest  industry 
and  ca])able  management  making  a decided  success 
of  his  life  work.  His  honesty  was  unquestioned, 
his  character  unassailable,  and  by  tact  and  energy 
he  made  an  honorable  record  and  attained  good 
standing,  without  any  unusual  aids  to  fortune.  Mr. 
Davis  was  a man  of  quiet  tastes  and  habits,  very 
much  attached  to  his  home,  where  he  could  always 
be  found  when  not  occupied  with  business.  He 
was  not  a member  of  any  social  or  fraternal  order, 
but  he  had  friends  without  number,  and  enjoyed 
their  society,  and  he  himself  was  entertaining  and 
courteous  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men. 
He  was  earnest  and  sincere,  and  appreciated  those 
qualities  in  others.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican. 
His  remains  rest  in  Pocasset  cemetery. 

On  Aug.  13.  1876.  ]\Ir.  Davis  married  at  Crans- 
ton. R.  L,  Emma  P.  Brown,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  James  Root.  She  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Nathan  Brown  and  daughter  of  Nathan 
Brown,  the  latter  born  in  Johnston.  He  married 
Amey  Wright,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lavina 
(Aldrich)  Wright.  IMrs.  Brown  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.  She  and  her  husband  had 
children  as  follows : Mary,  James,  Charles,  Henry, 
Ann  E.,  George  and  Emma  P.  (Mrs.  Davis).  Mrs. 
Davis  is  a member  of  the  Plainfield  Free  Baptist 
Church  at  Olneyville. 

H.\ZARD.  Isaac  S.  Plazard,  of  Middletown, 
Newport  Co..  R.  L,  is  descended  from  (I)  Thomas 
Hazard  through  (IT)  Robert,  (III)  Thomas' (2), 
(DO  George,  (V)  Simeon.  (VI)  George  (2). 
(\HI)  Mumford  and  (WIT)  Charles  H.  Hazard. 


(IV)  George  Hazard,  son  of  Thomas  (2). 
born  Jan.  18,  1699,  married  Nov.  17,  1721,  Mary 
Place,  born  Oct.  16,  1697,  daughter  of  Enoch  and 
Mary  (Sweet)  Place.  In  1721  his  father  gave  him 
fifty  acres  of  land,  and  in  1738  409  acres,  being 
what  is  known  as  the  Thomas  G.  Hazard  and. 
Thomas  M.  Potter  farms.  George  gave  by  his  will 
209  acres  on  the  Point  to  his  son  Enoch*  Hazard. 
From  this  George  Hazard  sprang  a long  line  of 
honorable  nren  and  women.  He  died  in  1746.  His 
children  were:  Benjamin,  born  May  2,  1723;  Sim- 
eon, Aug.  8,  1725;  Mary,  Nov.  23,  1727;  George, 
April  16,  1730;  Susannah.  Dec.  18,  1732;  Enoch, 
Dec.  6,  1735  : and  Thomas,  Oct.  ii,  1738. 

(V)  Simeon  Hazard,  son  of  George,  born  Aug. 
8.  1725,  married  Abigail  iMumford.  Mr.  Hazard 
inherited  from  his  father  land  in  Boston  Neck, 
South  Kingstown,  at  the  pier,  with  half  the  pier, 
half  the  ware-houses,  etc.  The  pier  is  what  is  known 
as  Watson’s  Pier.  Mr.  Hazard  died  in  1790.  His 
children  were:  Godfrey:  IMumford;  Hannah;  Abi- 
gail ; George ; Elizabeth,  and  IMary. 

(\T)  George  Hazard  (2),  son  of  Simeon,  born 
May  15,  1773,  married  in  September,  1800,  Content 
Wilbur:  she  died  Jan.  16,  1833,  a.ged  fifty  years, 
and  he  passed  away  Nov.  29,  1836.  Their  children 
were:  Mumford,  born  in  February,  1802,  married 
Sarah  Tilley;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  19,  1804,  married 
W’illiam  Wilbur;  Charles,  born  July  31,  1806,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cook : Arnold,  born  Oct.  8,  1807,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Ann  Stedman ; Ann  IMatilda,  born  Sept. 
30,  1808,  married  Stephen  ]\L  Stedman;  Harriet, 
born  Jan.  23,  1813,  married  Albert  Armstrong; 
Henry  B.  was  born  Dec.  23,  1815  ; Simeon,  Jan.  7, 
1817;  Mary  Ann;  James  Lawrence,  born  Feb.  21, 
1818,  married  Frances  B.  Irish;  and  George  Au- 
.gustus,  born  March  26,  1819,  married  Abby  Card. 

(VII)  IMumford  Hazard,  son  of  George  (2), 
born  in  February,  1802,  married  Sarah  Tilley.  He 
died  Nov.  13,  1876.  His  children  were:  George, 
born  IMarch  13,  1822.  married  Almira  Sweet; 
Charles  H.,  born  in  1824.  married  Sarah  Smith ; 
James  T.,  born  May  2,  1828,  died  in  Newport  in 
June,  1907;  Benjamin,  born  in  March,  1831,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Ingalls,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Georgetown,  S.  C. ; William,  born  in  1833. 
married  Mary  Ryan  ; Sarah  was  born  in  1836; 
Thomas  T..  lx)rn  in  1839,  married  Margaret  Kel- 
logg, and  now  resides  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J. ; Mary  S. 
was  born  in  1842. 

Mumford  Hazard  made  farming  his  life  occu- 
pation, owning  and  operating  a farm  in  Middle- 
town.  When  he  retired  from  farming  he  moved  to 
Newport,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent 
and  where  he  died.  He  was  a member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican. 

(\TH)  Charles  H.  Hazard,  son  of  IMumford, 
born  in  Newport  in  1824,  when  a young  man  set- 
tled down  to  farm  life  in  Middletown,  on  the  home- 
stead of  his  father-in-law.  Isaac  Smith.  There  he 
l)ecame  engaged  in  cattle  raising  and  dairy  farming. 
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continuing-  to  be  active  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  farm  June  12,  1896.  He  is  buried  in 
the  Island  cemetery,  Newport.  Mr.  Hazard  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  a well- 
read  man,  and  being  tem])erate  in  bis  habits  and 
domestic  in  his  tastes  he  was  a good  citizen.  He 
married  Sarah  Smith,  who  was  bom  in  Middle- 
town,  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  Smith,  a sketch  of 
whom  is  found  elsewhere  in  this  work,  together 
with  the  Smith  family.  To  j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hazard 
five  children  were  born : Daniel  B.,  who  operates 
part  of  the  homestead  farm  in  conjunction  with  his 
iSrother.  Isaac  S.,  married  Sarah  Wragg,  daughter 
of  John  Wragg,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  had 
three  children:  Elizabeth  F.  (who  married  Thomas 
B.  Tanner,  and  has  one  son,  Thomas  Brownell), 
Sydney  Lawrence  and  Ralph  ^Marshall.  iMaria  B. 
is  unmarried.  Isaac  Smith  is  mentioned  below. 
Henry  died  young.  Emma  R.  married  Levi  Dow- 
ley,  of  Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  and  has  two  children, 
Muriel  and  Louise.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Smith)  Hazard 
died  at  the  homestead  June  20,  1904,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Is- 
land cemetery.  She  was  a member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  a devout  Christian, 
and  devoted  to  her  home,  children_and  husband. 

(IX)  Isaac  Smith  Hazard  attended  the  public 
schools  of  iMiddletown  and  private  school  at  New- 
port, after  which  he  took  up  work  at  the  old  home- 
stead with  his  father  and  brother,  Daniel  B.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  farming,  dairying,  etc.,  and  has 
added  to  the  homestead  thirty  acres  of  the  Joseph 
Bailey  farm,  at  present  operating  sixty  acres  of  land. 
He  and  his  brother  Daniel  B.  work  together,  and 
have  met  with  marked  success  in  their  line.  iMr. 
Hazard  is  industrious,  well  liked,  and  respected  for 
his  many  sterling  traits.  He  devotes  all  his  time  to 
business,  and  though  a stanch  Republican  in  politi- 
cal matters  cares  notbing  for  jiublic  life  or  official 
honors.  Like  other  members  of  his  family  he  holds 
membership  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
port. 

JOHN  W.  BRIGGS  (deceased).  The  Briggs 
family  can  be  traced  back  as  far  as  1637,  ( 1)  John 
Briggs,  of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  being  the  first  known 
representative.  He  died  there  in  1641.  He  had  a 
wife,  Katherine,  and  two  children : Samuel  and 
Sarah. 

(H)  Samuel  Briggs,  son  of  John,  married,  and 
had  children:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1665;  Ruth,  in 
1667:  Ebenezer,  in  1671  (died  in  1727);  Samuel, 
in  1673  ; and  Hannah,  in  1675. 

(III)  Ebenezer  Briggs,  born  in  1671,  son  of 
Samuel,  married  and  settled  at  Digbton,  Mass.  His 
death  occurred  in  1727.  His  children  were:  John, 
born  in  1720;  Samuel,  born  in  1721,  died  in  1807; 
Ebenezer.  born  in  1722;  and  Mary,  Ixirn  in  1724. 

(IV)  Samuel  Briggs,  born  in  1721.  son  of  Eben- 
ezer, married  Mary  Pitchley  (born  in  1721.  died 
Oct.  9,  1823,  aged  102  years),  and  bad  children: 


Samuel,  born  July  29,  1745,  died  in  1823;  Eliza- 
beth, born  Nov.  5.  1746;  Jemima,  Ixirn  March  14, 
1750,  died  in  1842;  Hannah,  born  Sept.  2,  1752; 
Abiezer,  born  March  27,  1753,  died  in  1849;  Abner, 
lK)rn  Oct.  25,  1755,  died  in  1841:  Ruth,  born  July 
H57  • Roby,  born  May  4,  1760,  died  in  1829; 
Zebedee,  born  in  February,  1763,  died  in  1833:  and 
Eliakim,  born  Jan.  18,  1765,  died  in  1852.  Samuel 
Briggs,  the  father,  died  in  1807. 

(V)  Abiezer  Briggs  (born  March  27,  1753, 
died  1849),  son  of  Samuel,  married  Pamelia  Pal- 
mer, and  their  children  were:  Frederick,  born  in 
1784,  died  in  1856;  Jarvis,  born  in  1786.  died  at  sea 
in  1806;  Lucy,  born  July  24,  1788.  died  in  1856; 
Rutb,  born  June  3,  1790,  died  in  1855  : Polly,  born 
June  27,  1792,  died  in  1846;  Silas,  born  in  1794; 
Avis,  born  in  1706:  John,  born  in  1798;  Pamelia, 
born  in  t8oi,  died  in  1864;  William,  born  in  1806, 
died  in  i868:  and  Davis,  born  in  1803. 

(AT)  John  Briggs,  born  in  1798,  son  of 
Abiezer,  married  (first)  Sophia  B.  Waldron  (who 
died  in  1868)  and  (second)  Submit  B.  Lewis.  His 
cbildren  were:  John  W.,  born  Dec.  3.  1824,  mar- 
ried (first)  Hannah  W.  Nichols,  and  (second) 
Susan  M.  Bowen;  and  Charles  H.,  born  in  1828, 
married  Mary  Pearce. 

(\TI)  John  W.  Briggs,  son  of  John  and  So- 
])hia  Briggs,  was  born  in  Digbton,  Mass.,  Dec.  3, 
1824.  His  education  was  obtained  at  the  district 
schools  and  the  neighboring  academy,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  located  in  Providence, 
where  for  the  following  year  he  was  engaged  in 
learning  the  mason’s  trade.  He  worked  as  foreman 
for  Jo.shua  Brown,  with  whom  he  afterward  went 
into  partnership,  and  participated  in  the  erection  of 
the  Central  Baptist  (Shurch  of  Providence.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1866,  and  Air.  Briggs 
continued  as  a contractor  and  builder  for  twenty- 
six  years,  until  he  was  obliged,  in  1892,  on  account 
of  failing  health  to  relinquish  the  work.  During 
his  long  business  career  he  built  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  the  Jewish*  Synagogue,  and  many 
important  and  substantial  business  structures  such 
as  the  Kendall  Alanufacturing  Comiiany’s  works, 
the  Electrical  works,  the  Union  Eyelet  (Company’s 
works,  the  Billings  Block,  the  Burrows  Block,  the 
Sanitary  Gymnasium,  the  South  Baptist  Church, 
and  many  of  the  engine  houses  of  the  city. 

Mr.  ilriggs  was  actively  interested  in  the  for- 
warding of  the  interests  and  the  advancement  of  his 
trade,  and  was  in  1887  and  1888  president  of  the 
Alechanic’s  Exchange  (now  Builders  and  Traders 
Exchange)  of  Providence.  He  was  for  a time  a 
director  of  the  National  Builders’  Association,  and 
attended  its  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  also  a director  of  the  High  Street 
Bank  and  of  the  Citizens  Savings  bank.  Air. 
Briggs  was  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  calls 
to  many  important  public  offices.  He  was  a com- 
missioner of  the  North  burying  ground  from  1879 
until  his  death.  From  1875  to  1880  he  was  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  common  council  and  from  1880  to  1888, 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  to  represent  the  Fifth 
ward.  During  this  long  term  of  service  he  did 
much  to  advance  the  fire  department,  and  spent  a 
g(XDd  deal  of  time  and  effort  in  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  the  Brook  Street  District  improvements, 
lie  served  as  a representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly during  1891  and  1892. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  a member  of  various  associa- 
tions and  orders,  including  the  Veteran  Firemen’s 

A. ssociation,  the  Wdiat  Cheer  Lodge  and  St.  John 
Commandery.  He  was  a member  of  the  Central 
Baptist  Church,  having  joined  that  body  when  it 
worship])ed  in  the  old  Pine  Street  Meeting  House. 
He  was  for  many  vears  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Baptist  Social  Union.  Coming  to  Providence, 
as  he  did,  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  among 
strangers  and  alone,  achieving  success  in  commer- 
cial lines  and  winning  favor  in  public  life,  Mr. 
Briggs  was  a splendid  example  of  a self-made  man. 
b'or  twenty  years  he  served  the  City  and  State  of 
his  adoption  faithfully  and  well,  in  public  office, 
which  was  onlv  terminated  by  the  necessity  incident 
to  failing  health.  For  over  fifty  years,  he  lived 
among  his  neighbors,  an  example  of  a kind  and  lov- 
ing father,  and  of  a citizen  always  interested  in  the 
])ublic  welfare,  and  an  official  who  regarded  his  of- 
fice as  one  of  public  trust. 

Mr.  Briggs  married  (first)  Hannah  W.  Nich- 
ols. and  two  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Louise  \V..  born  in  1849,  died  in  1850:  and  War- 
ren H.,  born  in  1852,  died  in  1859.  IMr.  Briggs 
married  (second)  .Susan  M.,  daughter  of  Lyndall 
and  Joanna  (Nichols)  Bowen,  of  Rehoboth,  and 
there  were  two  children  by  this  marriage : Howard 

B. .  born  Oct.  28,  1875.  who  married  Susie  Howe 
West : and  .Mice  C.,  born  Oct.  16,  1882. 

WILLIAM  ANDREWS,  of  Newport,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  expressing  business,  in 
connection  with  which  he  also  conducts  a-  large 
wareroom  for  the  storage  of  goods  of  every  de- 
scription. is  one  of  that  city’s  ])rogressive  and  en- 
terprising business  men. 

IMr.  .\ndrews  comes  of  sturdy  Scottish  ances- 
try. His  father,  William  Andrews,  Sr.,  was  an 
iron-worker  by  trade,  an  occupation  which  he  fol- 
lowed throughout  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Car- 
son,  of  Scotland,  and  William  was  the  only  child 
born  to  this  union. 

Wdlliam  Andrews  was  born  March  27,  1847, 
Cauther  Bank,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland.  His  par- 
ents dying  when  he  was  but  a few  months  of  age, 
he  was  cared  for  by  an  aunt  until  eight  years  old, 
and  the  spring  of  that  year  was  forced  to  go  to 
work,  his  first  em])loyment  being  that  of  carrying 
mortar.  After  a time  he  was  employed-in  a hotel 
in  Devonshire,  England,  where  he  remained  until 
eighteen  years  of  age.  During  his  last  two  years  at 
the  hostelry  he  had  charge  of  it.  For  a time  he 
worked  on  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  then 


learned  the  trade  of  boilermaker,  an  occupation  he 
followed  until  1865.  December  of  this  year,  Mr. 
Andrews  sailed  from  Liverpool,  England,  on  the 
vessel  “Virginia,”  for  America,  and  after  a very 
rough  voyage  of  sixteen  days  arrived  in  New  York, 
being  there  employed  in  the  care  of  horses  until 
Aug.  I,  t866,  when  he  came  to  Newport,  becom- 
ing coachman  for  Dr.  Robert  Carter.  In  this  ca- 
pacity he  remained  for  three  years,  and  then  be- 
came coachman  for  the  late  Henry  Ledyard,  re- 
maining in  the  latter’s  employ  for  eleven  years. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ledyard  he  remained  as 
coachman  for  the  family  for  two  and  one-half  years 
longer.  In  October,  1882,  Mr.  Andrews  established 
himself  in  the  express  business,  having  at  that  time 
but  one  horse  and  wagon.  From  the  beginning  his 
business  grew,  and  has  since  continued  to  increase 
steadily,  he  having  at  this  time  about  ten  horses 
and  an  equal  number  of  wagons,  giving  employ- 
ment to  about  twelve  men.  In  1883  Mr.  Andrews 
erected  a large  barn,  and  has  at  various  times  added 
thereto,  until  he  has  now  a four-story,  heavily 
framed  building,  which  he  uses  as  a ware-room  for 
the  storage  of  goods.  In  connection  with  his  bus- 
iness Mr.  Andrews  has  custom  house  license  No. 
5,  of  Newport. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  given  his  business  interests 
his  undivided  attention,  so  that  he  has  never  had 
time  to  devote  to  any  other  matters.  In  politics 
he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  views  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  in  1907  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Representative  Council  under  the  new  charter 
of  the  city  from  the  Third  ward  for  a term  of  three 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  United  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Newport,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  for  several 
years.  ]Mr.  Andrews  has  met  with  marked  success 
in  his  business,  and  is  a self-made  man  in  the  tru- 
est sense  of  the  word..  He  is  highly  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  him. 

In  1865  ]\Tr.  Andrews  was  married  to  Bessie 
Curtis,  of  Devonshire,  England,  and  to  them  were 
born  children  as  follows;  (i)  William,  Jr.,  was 
born  March  7.  1870.  (2)  Rose  is  the  wife 

of  ^Marshall  Hall,  of  the  reportorial  staff 
of  the  Newport  Daily  News,  and  has  one 
daughter.  Marian.  (3)  Joseph,  who  is  agent 
for  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  at 
Newport,  married  Emma  Johnson.  (4)  Bessie 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Davis,  of  Perth  Amboy. 
N.  J.  (5)  Richard,  a carpenter  by  trade,  resides 
at  home,  unmarried.  (6)  Henry  C.,  employed  by 
his  father,  in  the  express  business,  married  Estella 
.•Mien,  now  deceased,  by  whom  he  had  two  children. 
Estella  and  Gladys. 

Wti.lt.\m  Andrews,  Jr.,  born  IMarch  7.  1870, 
is  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  being  the 
efficient  general  manager.  Like  his  father,  he  is 
a Republican,  and  in  1906.  at  the  first  election  held 
under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city  of  Newport, 
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he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Representative 
Council  from  the  Third  ward  for  the  one-year  term. 
He  married  Grace  Ferguson,  of  London,  England. 

DANIEL  GOULD  ALLEN,  a prominent  fig- 
ure in  the  educational  afifairs  of  Rhode  Island  be- 
tween 1839  and  1844,  was  born  in  North  Kings- 
town, Dec.  28,  1810,  a descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  of  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family, 
(I)  William  Allen,  his  line  being  through  (I)  Wil- 
liam, (II)  John,  (III)  Thomas,  (IV)  Thomas  (2), 
(V)  Judge  John  and  (VI)  Thomas  Gould. 

(VI)  Thomas  Gould  Allen,  son  of  Judge  John 
and  father  of  Daniel  Gould,  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown  Sept,  i,  1778.  He  married  IMary  Hill, 
and  to  their  union  came  nine  children,  namely : 
Mary  Ann,  born  April  21,  1802;  Phebe  Waterman, 
(3ct.  7,  1803 ; Charlotte,  Aug.  9,  1805 ; Sarah 
Greene,  Aug.  19,  1807;  Caroline,  Sept.  19,  1809; 
Daniel  Gould,  Dec.  28,  1810;  Lydia,  May  10,  1813; 
Thomas  Gould,  Nov.  21,  1815;  and  Harriet. 

(VH)  Daniel  Gould  Allen  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  and  he  died  Jan.  16,  1895.  Between 
the  long  span  stretching  from  1810  to  1895  inter- 
vened more  than  eighty-four  years  of  busy,  useful 
life.  In  1831  he  began  to  prepare  for  college  at 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  in  1839  he  was  graduated 
from  the  scientific  course  at  the  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity, Middletown,  Conn.  Thus  thoroughly  equip- 
ped* to  impart  instruction  to  others,  he  at  once 
bought  Kent  Academy  in  East  Greenwich,  and  to 
it  gave  his  best  efforts  for  the  ensuing  two  years. 
In  1841  he  sold  it  to  the  Providence  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  1843 
1844  was  again  its  principal.  In  1844  he  retired 
to  his  farm,  and  in  1862  built  the  present  residence 
there. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  was  first  a Whig,  and  later 
a Republican.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  town. 
State  and  national  affairs.  He  was  superintendent 
of  the  town  schools,  moderator  at  town  meetings, 
president  of  the  town  council,  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1850  a member  of  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  East  Greenwich.  An  accurate  memory 
and  love  for  local  historical  research  caused  him  to 
apply  his  literary  talent  in  later  years  to  the  col- 
lection of  material  and  the  writing  of  the  History 
of  the  Quidnesett  country. 

On  Nov.  26,  1840.  Mr.  Allen  was  married  In’ 
the  Rev.  Moses  Fifield,  to  Amanda  Waterman  Al- 
len, daughter  of  Col.  Ray  Green  Allen,  and  on  Nov. 
26,  1890,  they  celebrated  the  golden  anniversary 
of  their  wedding.  IMrs.  Allen  died  in  September, 
1904,  and  Mr.  Allen  diect  Jan.  16.  1895.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Wil- 
liam Waterman,  born  May  -23.  1842,  married  A. 
Ella  Reynolds,  and  is  now  deceased ; Charles 
Henry,  born  July  i,  1844;  Thomas  Gould,  born 
Feb.  I,  1847,  is  unmarried  and  resides  on  the  home 


farm;  John  Edwin,  born  Nov.  15,  1848,  is  also  un- 
married, and  residing  on  the  home  farm;  Frank 
Waldron,  born  July  10,  1851,  and  agent  for  the 
Swift  Beef  Company,  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  married 
Emma  A.  Clapp,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  has  two 
children — Lillian  Amanda  (who  married  Frederick 
McGuire),  and  Joseph  Stewart;  and  Daniel  Gould, 
Jr.,  born  Sept.  2,  1854,  and  agent  for  the  Swift 
Beef  Company  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Arnold,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Maud  Waterman. 

(VHI)  Charles  Henry  Allen,  born  July  i, 
1844,  was  educated  at  Kent  Academy  in  East 
Greenwich.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to 
Providence  to  learn  the  silversmith’s  trade  at  tlie 
works  of  the  Gorham  Company,  remaining  4here 
for  three  years.  For  two  years  he  was  employed 
in  Brown  & Sharpe’s  Sewing  Machine  Factory, 
after  which  he  spent  ten  years  in  company  with 
Thomas  Gould  Allen  in  the  grain,  coal  and  lumbcr 
business  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  another  two  years  in  the  Brown  & Sharpe 
factory.  In  December,  1894,  he  returned  to  the 
home  farm.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Davis- 
ville  Grange. 

On  Nov.  13,  1877,  Mr.  Allen  married  Nellie 
Louise  Clapp,  of  Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  their  only 
son,  Howard  Vernon,  born  Aug.  15,  1878,  married 
Alice  Butts,  and  has  a son,  Vernon  Stearns,  born 
March  16,  1906. 

NATHAN  FISKE,  who  has  been  residing  at 
Conimicut  since  1901,  is  a descendant  of  the  Scit- 
uate  family  of  Fiskes,  the  posterity  of  Benjamin 
Fiske,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  later  of  Providence. 

Benjamin  Fiske  is  of  record  as  marrying  at  Re- 
hoboth, July  24,  1701,  Abigail  Bowen,  and  their 
children  of  town  record  at  that  place  were:  Mary, 
born  April  28,  1702;  Hezekiah,  born  June  ii,  1704; 
Benjamin,  born  March  8,  1705-06;  Elizabeth,  born 
May  9,  1708;  and  Daniel,  born  Dec.  16,  1709.  Ben- 
jamin Fiske  removed  to  the  town  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  1727,  settling  in  that  part  of  the  town 
which  in  February,  1730-31,  became  the  town  of 
Scituate.  Here  he  bought  a large  tract  of  land, 
at  least  a portion  of  which  has  ever  since  been  in 
the  family  name.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations in  May,  1729;  his  sons,  Benjamin  and  Hez- 
ekiah, were  admitted  freemen  in  May,  1730,  and  his 
son  Daniel  in  1732.  Benjamin  Fiske  and  his  wife 
likely  had  other  children  after  leaving  Rehoboth, 
for  two  of  his  sons — John  Fiske,  born  in  1714,  and 
Daniel — married  daughters  of  Peleg  and  Elizabeth 
(Carpenter)  Williams,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  grand- 
daughters of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Power)  Wil- 
liams, and  great-granddaughters  of  Roger  Williams 
and  his  wife  Mary. 

Daniel  Fiske,  just  alluded  to,  was  married  to 
Freelove  Williams  Dec.  24,  1732,  and  their  place 
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of  residence  was  in  Scituate,  R.  I.  INIr.  Fiske  died 
in  1804.  Their  cliildren  were : Eunice,  born  April 
5,  1736;  Joseph;  Daniel,  and  Wait. 

Hon.  Daniel  Fiske  (2),  son  of  Daniel  and  Free- 
love  (^^'illianls)  I'iske,  and  great-grandfather  of 
Nathan  Fiske,  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  April  28. 
1753.  He  married  April  13,  1785,  Freelove 

Knight,  of  Cranston,  and  among  his  children  wa- 
a son  Stephen  Knight. 

Hon.  Stephen  Knight  Fiske,  son  of  Daniel  (2), 
was  born  April  26,  1789,  and  he  died  Aug.  18,  1S71. 
He  married  ]\larch  2,  1817,  Alercy  (born  April  8, 
1800,  died  July  19,  1857),  daughter  of  Clemence 
Burlingame.  One  of  their  children  was  Ebenezer 
Fiske,  father  of  Nathan  Fiske. 

Sbenezer  Fiske  was  born  Aug.  31,  1821,  in  the 
town  of  Scituate  on  the  farm  of  his  paternal  grand- 
father. His  youth  was  without  special  incident, 
and  he  became  a farmer,  following  agricultural- 
pursuits  principally  throughout  his  active  years. 
At  one  time  he  was  also  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  soap.  He  was  a prominent  factor  in  the 
affairs  of  his  community  throughout  his  long  resi- 
dence in  the  vicinity  of  Fiskeville,  he  and  his  brother 
Stephen  accumulating  a large  amount  of  property 
and  being  reckoned  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  their  neighborhood.  Air.  Fiske’s  success  was 
entirely  the  result  of  industry  and  rigid  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  honesty,  combined  with  a keen 
perception  of  the  opportunities  and  drawbacks  of 
the  local  situation.  As  an  agriculturist  he  pros- 
pered, and  his  life  was  such  as  to  win  him  univer- 
sal respect  and  esteem.  Mr.  Fiske  was  a man  of 
imposing  appearance,  having  a large,  rugged 
frame,  and  in  his  later  years  weighing  over  two 
hundred  pounds.  The  closing  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  practical  retirement  at  his  home  in 
the  village  of  Hope,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  where 
he  died  Nov.  5,  1883.  He  never  took  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs  and  never  sought  official  rec- 
ognition, holding  no  offices  except  minor  appointive 
positions.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. 

Air.  Fiske  married  in  1840,  Amy  Colvin  (born 
April  16,  1820,  died  in  1900),  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Freelove  Colvin,  and  a descendant  of  an  old 
and  honored  family  of  Scituate  and  Coventry.  Her 
father  was  born  Alay  21,  1768,  and  died  Alay  10. 
1840;  her  mother,  born  Alay  18,  1777,  died  Jan. 
18,  1862.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Fiske  were  born  two 
sons,  Nathan- and  Ebenezer  B.,  the  latter,  born  Alay 
23,  1850,  now  a resident  of  Fiskeville,  living  re- 
tired ; he  was  for  many  years  active  in  business  pur- 
suits in  the  Pawtuxet  Valley. 

Nathan  Fiske,  born  Dec.  6,  1841,  in  Scituate, 
was  reared  in  his  native  place.  During  his  youth 
he  attended  the  country  schools  and  remained  on 
the  farm,  assisting  his  parents  until  he  was  about 
twenty-four  years  old,  when  he  entered  the  Lam- 
phear  Alachine  Shops,  at  Harris,  R.  I.,  as  an  appren- 
tice. His  progress  was  rapid,  and  a year  later  he 


engaged  with  the  Hope  Company,  attending  to  the 
repairs  necessary  in  their  mills,  in  which  he  ren- 
dered efficient  service  for  seven  years.  Aleantime 
the  railway — now  the  Pawtuxet  Valley  branch  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Flartford — was  built 
to  Hope,  and  when  it  was  opened  for  traffic  Air. 
Fiske  became  its  agent  at  Hope,  where  he  remained 
continuously  from  August,  1874,  to  Alarcli,  1879! 
After  that  he  engaged  in  business  ventures  at  East 
Greenwich  and  Fiskeville  Four  Corners,  and  then 
became  agent  at  Narragansett  Pier  for  the  Narra- 
gansett  Pier  Railroad.  For  a time  he  was  associ- 
ated with  Asel  S.  Hawkins,  then  his  son-in-law,  in 
a mercantile  business  at  Hope.  For  the  last  few 
years  he  has  been  practically  retired,  though  he 
finds  enough  to  keep  him  active  in  the  supervision 
of  his  numerous  real  estate  possessions.  In  1901 
he  removed  from  the  village  of  Hope  to  his  present 
home  at  Conimicut,  where  he  has  made  many  sub- 
stantial improvements  which  have  added  to  the 
value  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place  and 
indicate  clearly  the  tastes  of  the  owner. 

Throughout  his  long  residence  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hope  Air.  Fiske  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  that  section,  for  he  was  identified 
with  every  project  intended  for  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  community.  He  is  no  less  fa- 
vorably known  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  present 
home.  Air.  Fiske  is  a member  of  Warwick  Lodge, 
No.  16,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

In  1867  Air.  Fiske  was  married  to  Alelissa  E. 
Alatteson,  daughter  of  Wardwell  G.  Alatteson,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  one  child,  Pernella  AI., 
born  June  20,  1870,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  H. 
V'hitman,  and  residing  in  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
Eiske  died  in  1901,  and  is  buried  in  Knotty  Oak 
cemetery,  Coventry,  R.  I.  On  March  25,  1903,  Mr. 
Fiske  married  Mary  E.  Potter,  daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Louisa  (Howard)  Potter,  of  Scituate,  and  a 
descendant  of  the  well-known  family  of  that  name 
in  Rhode  Island. 

WILLIAAI  A.  CHASE,  who  is  one  of  New- 
port county's  industrious  agriculturists,  is  a rep- 
resentative of  one  of  Rhode  Island’s  earliest  settled 
families.  He  is  a lineal  descendant  of  William 
Chase,  his  line  being  through  William  (2),  Benja- 
min, Nathan,  Holder,  Abner  and  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton. In  the  following  the  Roman  numerals  indi- 
cate the  generations : 

(I)  William  Chase. 

(II)  William  Chase  (2). 

(Ill)  Benjamin  Chase,  son  of  William  (2),  mar- 
ried Amey  Borden,  she  born  Alay  30,  1678,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Alary  (Earle)  Borden,  and  died 
before  1716.  They  were  residents  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.  Their  children  were : Patience,  born  April 
16,  1699;  Elizabeth,  born  June  16,  1701;  Amey, 
born  July  21,  1702;  Nathan,  born  Jan.  13,  1704; 
and  Benjan  b\  and  Abner. 

(IV)  Nathan  Chase,  born  Jan.  13,  1704,  mar- 
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ried  April  29,  1731,  Elizabctli  Shaw,  and  they  were 
residents  of  Portsmouth.  Their  children  were : 
Borden,  horn  Feh.  28,  1731-2;  Holder,  l)orn  Aug. 
24,  1733;  Amey,  horn  Dec.  6,  1734;  Clark,  horn 
i\lay  2,  1736;  Anna,  horn  April  12,  1738;  Content, 
horn  July  5,  1741;  Benjamin,  horn  Dec.  25,  1747; 
and  Hannah,  horn  March  15,  1749-50. 

(V)  Holder  Chase,  horn  Aug.  24,  1733,  mar- 
ried Feh.  21,  1760,  Freehorn  Dennis,  daughter  of 
Joseph,  and  their  children  were : Nathan,  Sarah, 
Nathan  (2),  Anna,  Fliza,  Borden,  Amey,  Ahner, 
Clark  and  Freeborn. 

(VI)  Abner  Chase,  son  -of  Holder,  married  Oct. 
5,  1803,  Deborah  Chase,  and  their  children  of 
Portsmouth  town  record  were:  William  Almy, 
born  Sept.  15,  1804,  died  in  June,  1857;  George 
Washington,  born  Oct.  9,  1805;  Mary  Ann,  born 
June  7,  1807 : Alexander  Hamilton,  born  Sept.  8, 
1808;  Jane  Eliza,  horn  March  4,  1810;  Benjamin 
P'ranklin,  born  Nov.  30,  1811  ; Giles  Marlboro,  horn 
Aug.  24,  1813;  IMason  Champlin,  horn  Nov.  7, 
1814,  died  Jan.  24,  1837;  James  Scott,  born  May 
10,  1816;  Sarah  Ann,  horn  Oct.  15,  1818,  died 
Sept.  9,  1819  ; Fannie  Smith,  born  Oct.  25,  1822, 
died  March  14,  1853  ; and  Samuel  West,  born  Oct. 
12,  1824,  died  Jan.  18,  1857. 

(VH)  Alexander  Hamilton  Chase,  son  of  Ab- 
ner, horn  Sept.  8,  1808,  in  Portsmouth,  made  farm- 
ing his  life  work.  He  owned  fifty-seven  acres  of 
land  at  Quaker  Hill.  Portsmouth,  which  ran  from 
the  East  Main  Road  to  the  Sak-onnet  river.  He 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  and  was 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Portsmouth.  In 
his  political  affiliation  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later 
a Republican.  On  Sept.  8,  1831,  he  married  Wil- 
helmina  Tallman,  born  in  Portsmouth  Oct.  2,  1812, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Cook)  Tallman. 
Their  children  were:  ' (.1)  Andrew  A.,  horn  June 
12,  1832,  married,  Jan.  i,  1856,  Hannah  Thomas 
Dennis,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Patience  (Cook) 
Dennis,  and  they  had  two  children : Ella  Dennis, 
horn  May  24,  1859,  at  home;  and  Edith  Wilhel- 
mina,  born  Jan.  24,  1868,  died  Dec.  4,  1869.  (2) 

William  Alfred  was  horn  Sept.  16,  1834.  (3)  Ad- 

eline Tallman,  born  Aug.  6,  1838,  married  John 
Francis  Chase.  (4)  George  Mason,  born  May  15, 
1842,  married  Lydia  H.  Seaman,  of  Fall  River,  and 
their  children  are : Mary  W. ; Alice ; Josephine 
B. : Andrew  M.,  and  Richard. 

(VIII)  William  Alfred  Chase,  son  of  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  born  Sept.  16,  1834,  in  Portsmouth, 
attended  the  district  schools  of  the  town  and  at  an 
early  age  began  work  on  the  home  farm.  When 
he  was  seventeen  he  moved  to  the  old  Chase  farm 
on  Quaker  Hill,  where  he  remained  until  1857, 
when  he  moved  to  what  is  known  as  the  “Neck,” 
on  a tract  of  142  acres.  This  has  been  his  home 
for  over  fifty  years,  and  he  has  successfully  carried 
on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  has 
made  great  improvements  upon  the  place,  and  the 
old  house,  which  has  stood  for  150  years,  is  still 


in  a good  state  of  preservation.  This  farm  was  the 
scene  of  some  of  the  most  stirring  events  of  the 
Revolution.  In  his  politics  Air.  Chase  is  a Repub- 
lican, l)ut  is  independent  in  voting  in  local  affairs. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  public  sch(.<ils.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  was  a member  of  the  Home 
Guards.  On  May  18,  1857,  Air.  Chase  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  C.  Thomas,  who  was  horn  in  Ports- 
mouth, daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Anthony) 
I homas.  To  this  union  have  been  horn  the  fol- 
lowing-children: Clara  Alatilda,  a dressmaker  in 
hall  River;  hannie  T.,  who  married  Edward  R. 
Anthony,  of  Portsmouth,  and  has  two  children, 
Borden  Chase  and  Clara ; Ahhy  Thomas,  who  mar- 
ried David  F.  liall,  of.  Portsmouth,  son  of  Robert 
Dennis  Hall,  and  has  two  children,  Harold  Borden 
and  Alfred  Chase ; William  Alfred,  who  died  in 
1892,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Paul’s  cemetery;  Walter 
Bradford,  who  married  Edith  Evans,  of  Aloncton. 
New  Brunswick,  has  one  son,  William  Alfred  2d 
(horn  Dec.  19,  1906),  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Portsmouth ; and  Evelyn  B.,  at  home.  The  fam- 
ily are  all  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church, 
and  they  are  highly  respected  in  the  community. 

EDDY  (Warren  and  Providence  families). 
The  Rhode  Island  Eddys  spring  from  one  of  the 
earliest  of  the  New  England  families,  Samuel  Eddv 
•and  his  brother  John  having  landed  at  Plymoutl’i 
Rock  in  the  fall  of  1630.  They  were  of  a highly  re- 
spectable family,  their  father  being  a college-bred 
man,  and  the  jmstor  of  a church  in  the  mother 
country,  and  of  Puritan  proclivities — traits  seem- 
ingly transmitted  to  his  posterity,  as  such  have  been 
marked  in  it  from  gener,ation  to  generation.  This 
is  evidenced  in  the  strongly  pronounced  religious 
character  of  the  family.  The  mere  mention  to  the 
student  of  history  of  the  names  of  Rev.  Alfred 
Eddy,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Seth  Eddy,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Zachery 
Eddy,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Eddy  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Aleans  Eddy,  D.  D.,  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a man  of  -signal  ability,  an  able  editor  and 
eloquent  preache'r,  whose  attainments  perhaps  gave 
to  the  family  name  its  high  reputation,  will  justify 
our  assertion.  Through  Zachariah  Eddy,  son  of 
the  Pilgrim,  Samuel  Eddy,  perhaps,  came  most 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Eddys,  though  in  this  and  in 
other  articles  it  will  he  observed  that  some  de- 
scended through  Ohadiah,  another  son  of  the  Pil- 
grim, and  still  others  may  come  through  other 
brothers  of  the  Pilgrim.  Since  along  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century^ the  Eddy  name 
has  been  continuous  in  the  towns  of  which  this  ar- 
ticle- treats,  and  through  different  generations  men 
and  women  have  come  to  bear  an  honorable,  if  not 
conspicuous,  part  in  the  social,  business  and  public 
life  of  tbe  metropolis  of  the  State,  both  in  Colonial 
and  State  periods.  In  the  early  Colonial  wars  and 
in  the  Revolution,  the  Eddys  were  on  the  scene. 
Col.  Jonathan  Eddy,  a descendant  of  Samuel,  the 
first,  through  his  son,  John,  who  settled  at  Taun- 
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ton,  Hass.,  was  an  active  and  brave  ofibcer  in  the 
I'rench  war,  coniinanded  a company,  and  on  the 
breaking-  out  of  the  Revolution  entered  it  with  a 
Ciolonel's  commission.  Another  strong  character 
both  in  peace  and  war  was  Capt.  Joshua  Eddy, 
who  came  from  the  Pilgrim  Samuel,  through  Oba- 
diah  Eddv,  and  in  whose  veins  coursed  the  blood 
of  Pradfcrd  and  IMorton  of  the  ‘Alayflower.”  Suc- 
ceeding generations,  too,  gave  to  their  communities 
men  of  position  and  intiuence — leaders  in  the  ac- 
tivities of  life.  Long  will  be  cherished  the  names 
of  Hon.  Samuel  Eddy,  lawyer,  judge,  member  of 
Congress,  and  Chief  justice  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
that" of  his  brother.  Hoses  Eddy,  not  a public  man, 
but  one  of  wealth,  influence  and  usefulness  in  Prov- 
idence. Then,  there  have  been  of  a still  later  period 
in  Providence  other  representatives  of  the  old  i\las- 
sachusetts  stock  whose  influence  for  good  in  the 
community  has  been  felt,  and  whose  careers  have 
been  successful,  among  them  the  late  John  Eddy, 
Esq.,  long  one  of  the  prominent  lawyers  and  lead- 
ing business  men  of  the  city,  and  John  H.  Eddy, 
still  in  active  life.  The  name  is  perpetuated  at  this 
time  in  the  children  and  children’s  children  of  some 
of  the  foregoing.  At  W arrcn,  too,  the  family  name 
has  been  worthily  borne,  and  reputably  sustained 
by  the  late  James  i\laxwell  and  the  late  Henry 
W'alter  Eddy,  long  prominent  and  useful  citizens 
of  that  community,  some  of  whose  posterity  are 
yet  residents  of  the  town. 

There  follow’s  an  account  of  some  of  the  AVar- 
ren  and  Providence  Eddys,  both  genealogical  and 
biographical,  in  which  the  Roman  characters  indi- 
cate generations  from  the  first  American  ancestor. 

There  resided  in  Cranbrook,  County  of  Kent, 
England  (a  town  once  the  center  of  tlie  manufac- 
ture of  woolens,  famous  for  its  broadcloths),  Wil- 
liam Eddye,  A.  H.,  Vicar  of  the  church  of  St. 
Dunstan,  from  1589  to  1616.  He  was  a graduate 
of  Trinity  College.  Camltridge,  and  his  wife  was 
Alarv  Fosten.  Rev.  Air.  Eddye  was  a native  of 
Rristol  and  of  a highly  re.spectable  family,  a good 
man  and  a useful  clergyman,  of  Puritan  proclivi- 
ties. Two  of  his  sons,  John  and  Samuel  Eddy, 
who  were  in  sympathy  with  the  Pilgrims,  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  and  more  years  ago  came  to 
.America,  taking  passage  in  the  ship  "Handmaid,” 
and  on  'Oct.  29,  1630  ( O.  S.),  landed  at  Plymouth, 
Alass.  John  Eddy  and  wife  Amey  settled  at  Wa- 
tertown. Alass..  where  .\lr.  Eddy  became  a member 
of  the  church  and  w-as  made  a freeman  in  1634. 
He  was  repeatedly  a selectman,  became  an  exten- 
sive landholder,  and  left  a good  estate  to  his  nu- 
merous family.  This  article  is  to  deal  of  the  other 
brother,  Samuel  Eddy,  and  some  of  his  descend- 
ants. 

(I)  Samuel  Eddy,  .son  of  Rev.  William,  and 
l)rother  of  John,  of  Watertown,  ATass.,  was  born 
in  1608,  and  hence  was  in  his  tw'enty-third  year 
when,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth,  he  stepped  on  Plym- 
outh Rock.  He  settled  first  in  Plymouth  and  soon 


joined  the  Pilgrim  Church.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  society,  and  received  oath  Jan. 
1,  1632,  and  in  1633  was  made  a freeman.  In  1637 
he  had  three  acres  of  land  in  Plymouth  set  off  for 
him,  more  in  1641,  and  still  more  in  1645.  1640, 

with  several  of  his  neighbors.  Air.  Eddy  bought  a 
large  tract  of  land  of  the  Indians,  and  founded  the 
town  of  Aliddleboro.  His  portion  included  several 
hundred  acres  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the  town 
of  Aliddleboro,  and  a part  of  the  town  of  Halifax, 
and  there,  as  his  descendants  multiplied,  grew  up 
the  little  village  of  Eddyville,  and  there  on  the 
very  spot  where  the  Pilgrim  built  his  home  his. 
children's  children  now  (.1908)  live,  the  old  home- 
stead having  never  been  alienated.  Air.  Eddy  died 
in  1785,  and  his  widow  in  1689.  Their  children 
were : John,  born  Dec.  25,  1637 ; Zachariah,  in 
1639;  Caleb,  in  1643;  Obadiah,  in  1645;  Han- 
nah, June  23,  1647. 

(H)  Zachariah  Eddy,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
1639,  married  Alay  7,  1663,  Alice  Padduck,  born 
Alarch  7,  1640.  She  died  Sept.  24,  1692,  and  he 
married  (second)  widow  Abigail  Smith.  Air.  Eddy 
at  the  age  of  seven  years  was  bound  out  to  Air. 
John  Brown,  a shipwright,  of  Rehoboth,  until  he 
was  twenty-one.  He  later  became  a farmer.  On 
June  7,  1665.  the  Court  granted  him  twelve  acres 
of  land.  At  this  time  he  resided  at  Plymouth.  On 
July  10,  1667,  he  bought  thirty  acres  adjoining 
what  he  already  had.  He  also  bought  other  lands. 
His  home  stood  on  the  twelve-acre  tract  which  the 
court  had  granted  him,  on  what  in  1840  was  the 
Eddy  Furnace.  From  Aliddleboro  Air.  Eddy  re- 
moved to  Swansea.  He  died  Sept.  4,  1718.  His 
children  were  born  as  follows : Zachariah,  April 
10,  1664;  John,  Oct.  10,  1666;  Elizabeth,  Aug.  6, 
1670;  Samuel,  June  4,  1673;  Ebenezer,  Feb.  5, 
1675;  Caleb,  Sept.  12  (or  21),  1678;  Joshua,  Feb. 
21,  1680;  Obadiah,  Sept.  2,  1683;  and  Alice,  Nov. 
28,  1684. 

(HI)  Caleb  Eddy,  son  of  Zachariah,  born  Sept. 
T2  (or  21),  1678,  married  Jan.  ii,  1703,  Bethia 
Smith,  and  their  children  were : Edward,  Ixwn 
Oct.  7.  1703;  Ann,  Sept.  8,  1705;  Abigail,  Oct.  ii, 
1708:  Elizabeth,  May  2,  1711;  Amey,  Alarch  27. 
1713;  Alichael,  July  22,  1715;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  8, 
1717-18;  and  Bethia,  Feb.  21,  1720-21. 

(IV)  Edward  Eddy,  son  of  Caleb,  born  Oct.  7. 
1703,  married  Elizabeth  Cummins  (or  Cummings), 
and  to  them  came  children  as  follows ; Robe,  born 
Oct.  28,  1728,  married  Cromwell  Childs,  of  War- 
ren. R.  I.;  Alartha.  born  April  20,  1732,  married 
Giles  Little,  of  Swansea;  Edward  was  born  June 
9,  1735;  and  Caleb  was  born  June  25,  1738. 

(V)  Caleb  Eddy  (2),  son  of  Edward,  born  June 
25,  1738,  married  Alarch  14,  1765,  Sally  Cole,  born 
Dec.  3,  1746.  Air.  Eddy  was  lost  on  a voyage 
from  New  York  to  Warren,  R.  I.  His  children 
were:  Elizabeth,  born  Alay  14,  1766;  Caleb,  June 
12,  1768;  and  Benjamin,  Aug.  7,  1773. 

(VI)  Caleb  Eddy  (3),  son  of  Caleb  (2),  born 
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June  12,  1768,  married  Dec.  12,  1793,  Abigail 
(Xabby)  iMaxwell,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  and  there 
came  to  them  children  as  follows;  Nabby,  born 
Sept.  3,  1795;  Caleb,  Way  ii,  1799  (was  lost  off 
the  coast  of  Chili,  April  6,  1823)  ; Elizabeth,  Dec. 
II,  1800;  Rebecca  M.,  iSlarch  8,  1804;  Angenette, 
born  Feb.  7,  1807;  Wontgomery,  Nov.  10,  1808 
(died  at  Trinidad,  Cuba,  Way  20,  1827)  ; James 
W.,  Feb.  8,  1811;  Henry  W.,  Jan.  i,  1813;  Wil- 
liam P.,  Sept.  25,  1816;  and  Samuel  Randall,  Oct. 
2,  1818. 

(\TI)  J.VME.s  W.\xwELL  Eddy,  SOU  of  Caleb  (3), 
born  Feb.  8,  1811,  married  Oct.  2,  1836,  (first) 
Nancy  Smith,  daughter  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  War- 
ren, R.  I.,  born  Jan.  24,  1813.  She  died  Sept.  8, 
1854.  He  married  (second)  Feb.  10,  1857,  Aliss 
Eliza  D.  Kelly,  born  Sept.  25,  1825,  died  Feb.  2, 
1882.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Nancy  Smith;  Eleanor  Frances;  James 
Wontgomery ; Annie,  born  in  1843,  who  married 
Sidney  Dean  ; and  Wary  S.,  born  in  1846.  To  the 
second  marriage  came:  James ‘Waxwell,  Jr.,  born 
Feb.  8,  1858.  Three  survived  the  father,  namely; 
Mrs.  Sidney  Dean,  of  Newton,  Wass. ; Col.  James 
W.  Eddy,  of  the  Illinois  National  Guard,  of  Chi- 
cago: and  Wiss  ^lary  S.  Eddy,  of  Warren,  Rhode 
Island. 

When  a young  man  Wr.  Eddy  spent  some  time 
in  Dighton,  Wass.,  in  a mill,  and  then  went  to  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  lived  for  a time,  but  he  ])assed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  his  native  Warren, 
living  to  be  the  oldest  man  in  the  town.  After  re- 
turning to  Warren  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  candles  from  sperm  oil,  and  later  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Smith,  Deey  & Eddy,  of  Warren, 
manufacturers  of  jewelry.  This  firm  continued  in 
business  until  1859.  He  then  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business,  which  he  continued  until  about  1878, 
when  he  went  with  Wr.  E.  W.  Wartin,  coal  and 
luniber  dealer.  Interested  in  a number  of  business 
enterprises,  he  was  a most  active  and  industrious 
man  through  a much  longer  business  life  than  it  is 
the  privilege  of  most  men  to  lead — not  relinquish- 
ing his  position  in  the  office  of  Wr.  iMartin  until 
after  he  had  reached  his  ninetieth  birthday.  He 
was  of  a kindly  nature  and  disposition,  generous 
and  courteous,  and  a man  of  rare  intelligence.  He 
was  a gentleman  of  the  old  school.  “His  life  and 
influence  have  been  such  that  he  may  well  be  taken 
as  an  example  of  true  manly  worth."’  He  died  Dec. 
7,  1901,  aged  ninety  years.  With  the  excejition  of  a 
slight  deafness  Wr.  Eddy's  powers  were  unim- 
paired up  to  a few  months  before  he  died ; few 
would  have  thought  him  of  so  great  age. 

(\TI)  Henry  W.  Eddy,  son  of  Caleb  (3),  born 
Jan.  I,  1813,  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  married  Warch  27, 
1842,  Hannah,  born  Aug.  20,  1814,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sally  Barton,  of  Warren,  R.  I.  They 
had  four  children;  Warv  T.,  Annjenette,  Emily 
(who  died  when  three  years  old)  and  Henry  W. 
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Wr.  Eddy  in  youth  learned  the  printing  trade 
under  the  direction  of  Samuel  Randall,  and  for  a pe- 
riod was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  old  Northern 
N/ar — that  was  in  the  days  when  the  old  fashioned 
hand  press  was  in  vogue.  Subseipiently  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  Joseph  Adam,  an  oil  merchant  in 
Providence.  He  also  served  as  clerk  on  the  steamer 
“Argo,”  of  which  Capt.  Winslow  was  then  mas- 
ter. For  a period  he  was  a bookkeeper  in  the  office 
of  Messrs.  Smith,  Deey  & Eddy.  In  1863  he  was 
chosen  cashier  of  the  \\'arren  Bank,  succeeding  in 
that  position  the  late  George  W.  Carr.  He  sus- 
tained such  relation  in  that  institution  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  on  Jan.  5,  1889,  when  he  was 
seventy-six  years  of  age.  He  was  a director  of  the 
Warren  Alanufacturing  Company,  and  of  the  War- 
ren Savings  Bank. 

The  mercantile  training,  methodical  and  syste- 
matic habits,  and  the  exceptionally  amiable  disposi- 
tion of  Wr.  Eddy,  especially  fitted  him  for  the  po- 
sition he  held  so  long.  These  traits  of  character, 
with  his  kindly  disposition  and  frank  open  man- 
ners, won  for  him  popularity  and  the  respect  and 
esteem  in  a remarkable  degree  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. He  held  their  confidence  and  they  sought  his 
advice,  which  he  freely  gave.  His  sound  judgment, 
ripened  by  varied  experience  and  high  sense  of 
honor  and  integrity,  made  him  the  trusted  adviser 
of  both  young  and  old.  His  ready  sympathy  and 
generous  and  responsive  nature  endeared  him  to  his 
many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

■ Wr.  Eddy  was  an  attendant  of  St.  Mark's 
Church,  and  was  vestryman  and  junior  warden. 

SAMUEL  E.  GROVES,  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  the  Olneyville  section  of  Providence, 
has  had  an  active  career  in  which  business,  political 
and  social  interests  have  been  successfully  com- 
mingled. He  has  accumulated  a competency 
through  his  own  unaided  efforts,  has  contributed 
much  toward  the  benefit  of  others,  and  is  best 
known  and  will  undoubtedly  be  best  remembered 
for  his  sterling  integrity,  his  unassuming,  genial, 
generous  and  kindly  bearing  toward  all  men,  anci 
as  one  who  has  lived  “with  malice  toward  none, 
with  charity  for  all.” 

Wr.  Groves  was  born  in  Wiscasset,  Lincoln  Co., 
Maine,  April  22,  1844,  ^utl  his  grandfather.  Glad- 
wick  Groves,  was  the  founder  of  Wiscasset.  Her- 
bert Groves,  father  of  Samuel  E.,  married  Lottie 
Sevey,  and  they  reared  four  sons : Edward,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen ; Alexander,  now'  de- 
ceased, w'ho  is  survived  by  a daughter,  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Bower,  and  granddaughter,  Doris  Bow'er,  of 
Waltham,  Wass. ; Herbert,  a resident  of  W’altham, 
iMass.,  where  his  mother  lives  w'ith  him;  and  Sam- 
uel E. 

Samuel  E.  Groves  was  the  eldest  in  his  parents’ 
family,  and  responsibilities  fell  upon  his  shoulders 
at  an  early  age,  his  father,  who  w'as  a seafaring 
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man,  having  been  lost  between  Boston  and  Wiscas- 
set  with  the  vessel  “Keadron,”  in  1855.  His  death 
left  the  family  in  quite  moderate  circumstances, 
and  though  but  eleven  years  old  Samuel  shipped  as 
cook  on  a vessel  plying  between  his  home  port  and 
Boston.  He  continued  to  follow  the  sea  in  various 
capacities  for  some  twenty  years,  and  • during  the 
Civil  war  was  in  the  navy,  enlisting  as  a seaman 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  struggle.  He  was  first 
assigned  to  the  "Colorado,"’  under  Commander 
Thatcher,  and  the  distinguished  Admiral  George 
Dewey  was  lieutenant-commander.  Later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  sloop  “Tuscarora.”  which  par- 
ticipated in  the  engagements  at  Wilmington  and 
Fort  Fisher  and  acted  as  convoy  carrying  Vice- 
President  Stevens  and  others  to  Fort  Warren.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  discharged  with  honor 
at  Charlestown  navy  yard. 

For  a short  time  following  his  services  in  the 
navy  iMr.  Groves  engaged  in  the  whalebone  busi- 
ness with  an  uncle  in  Boston,  and  in  1867  he  came 
to  Providence,  where  he  found  employment  in  the 
steam  and  gas  piping  line.  He  had  absolutely  no 
previous  ex])erience  in  this  rather  difficult  busi- 
ness, hut  such  was  his  adaptability  that  after  one 
week's  experience  he  was  given  a set  of  tools  and 
sent  out  to  do  expert  work.  He  continued  in  this 
work  for  some  eight  years.  Hr.  Groves  next  be- 
came a citizen  of  Johnston,  where  he  purchased  the 
milk  business  of  the  Barnes  Brothers,  and  for 
the  twenty-five  years  following  he  was  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  familiar  figures  in  the  sec- 
tion into  which  his  business  led  him.  After  this, 
long  period  of  hard  and  constant  labor  he  retired 
from  the  milk  trade  and  embarked  in  the  drug  bus- 
iness on  Plainfield  street,  and  though  he  entered 
this  branch  of  trade  without  experience  he  was 
fully  as  successful  as  he  had  been  in  his  previous 
ventures.  In  fact,  he  established  the  business  upon 
such  a substantial  basis  that  though  he  severed  his 
connection  with  it  some  years  ago,  retiring  after  a 
most  honorable  and  prosperous  career,  it  continues 
to  flourish, 

JMr.  Groves  made  a good  record  as  a business 
man,  but  as  previously  intimated  his  activity  and 
l)eneficial  influence  were  not  confined  to  commer- 
cial matters.  He  has  been  able  to  contribute  much 
to  the  general  welfare  of  his  community  and  the 
State,  and  has  ever  been  well  to  the  fore  in  any 
enterprise  tending  toward  the  public  good  and  ad- 
vancement. He  has  frequently  been  honored  with 
political  ])referment,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  party  of  his  affiliation  has  been  much  in  the  mi- 
nority. A Democrat,  in  so  strong  a Republican 
community  as  that  in  which  Mr.  Groves  resides, 
must,  to  gain  election  to  any  office,  possess  quali- 
fications of  more  than  ordinary  character,  and  his 
fitness,  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose  must  be 
unassailable.  Mr.  Groves  has  been  moderator  of 
District  15,  of  Johnston,  member  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  auditor  of  town  finances,  and  held  various 


minor  positions,  and  he  has  served  four  terms  in  the 
General  Assembly.  He  was  the  first  foreman  of  the 
organized  fire  department  of  Johnston,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  in 
both  Olneyville  and  Providence,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  general  arrangements  for 
the  general  muster  of  the  V'eteran  Firemen’s  As- 
sociation of  New  England  so  successfully  held  in 
Providence  in  1906.  He  also  belongs  to  Slocum 
Post,  G.  A..  R.,  and  to  the  Farragut  Naval  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
is  past  grand  of  Manufacturers  Lodge,  of  that 
fraternity. 

Mr.  Groves  married  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Bromley, 
of  Providence,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Carson)  Bromley,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children;  Mary  Ellen,  born  Dec.  4,  1872,  is  the 
wife  of  Frederick  Wicks  (who  holds  a responsible 
position  with  the  Atlantic  Mills,  of  Providence), 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Ruth  Marion;  Fred- 
erick S.,  born  Nov.  6,  1878,  connected  with  the 
Farwell  Mills,  of  Central  Falls,  is  at  home.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah 
(Episcopal). 

>/aDIN  BALLOU  WHIPPLE,  who  during  his 
life  was  a well-known  resident  of  East  Woonsocket, 
.wdiich  at  the  time  of  his  birth  was  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland, was  born  on  the  old  Whipple  homestead 
on  the  Ballou  Meeting  House  Road,  May  8,  1833. 
Mr.  Whipple  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  the  State. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we  have  note 
werenVilfiam  and^iMary  Whipple,  whose  children 
were  as  follows  : *M*eter,2-Samuel, Joanna,  ^Abigail, 
^John,Hsrael,^Ibrook,  Penelope  ancrMary. 

^Ibrook  Whipple,  son  of  William  and  Mary, 
married UMary,  and  their  children  of  Cumberland 
town  record  were  as  follows:  ^Tjeremiah.  born  April 
3,  i745;^Peter,  born  March  17,  i747.;'^Ruth,  born 
Jan.  13,  1750,  married  Dec.  19,  1776,  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,PGeorge  Walcott  (he  a son  of  Moses  Wal- 
cott, who  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolution,  serving 
in  several  different  companies)  ; aneb'  Ibrook,  born 
April  21,  1752. 

T’eter  Whipple,  son  of  Ibrook,  born  March  17, 
1747,  married  Oct.  12,  1769  (likely  in  Smithfield, 
as  their  marriage  is  of  record  there), ^ Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of^Stephen  Sly. 

William  Whipple,  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah,  was 
born  in  Cumberland,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life. 
He  made  his  home  on  the  Ballou  Meeting  House 
Road,  where  he  built  a house  and  made  other  im- 
provements, \yhich  are  still  in  the  family  name. 
He  inarriedHVaitstill  Jillson,  widow  of^uty  Bal- 
lou, and  four  children  were  born  to  them : Wil- 
lardWilder,  who  married  Fanny  Freeman;  Wor- 
thy, who  married  Eli  Freeman;  and  Wealthy,  who 
became  the  third  wife  ofkjohn  Cass,  grandfather  of 
the  postmaster  at  Woonsocket. 

V’illard  Whipple,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
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what  was  then  Cumberland,  April  17,  1792.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years,  and  made  his  home 
where  his  grandchildren  still  reside,  there  owning 
a tract  of  U])wards  of  100  acres.  He  made  much 
improvement  on  the  farm  and  home  and  continued 
in  active  work  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  July 
31,  1878.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Ballou  cem- 
etery. Originally  a Whig,  he  later  became  a Re- 
publican, and  took  quite  an  active  interest  in  public 
matters.  He  laid  out  what  is  known  as  the  Cass 
River  road,  and  was  a man  well  known  and  highly 
respected.  He  marriecMIydia  Brailey,  of  Pelham, 
IMass.,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren : )^W411ard,  who  died  in  South  Bellingham, 
Mass.  jCMilton,  who  died  in  Cumberland  ;^th,  who 
died  at  Greenville,  111.  ;AVatey  Ann,  who  married 
^chabod  Cook,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead ; Al- 
pha, who  marriedAl^eander  Chase,  of  Danielson, 
Conn.,  and  died  July  22,  1905,  in  Providence; 
^mes,  who  was  drowned  at  Uxbridge,  Mass. ; and 
/Adin  Ballou. 

kAdin  Ballou  Whipple  attended  the  local  schools 
and  grew  up  on  the  homestead,  and  while  still  in 
his  teens  he  worked  at  rake-making  with  John  Cass, 
grandfather  of  the  present  postmaster  of  Woon- 
socket. After  continuing  at  this  occupation  for 
some  years  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and  there 
remained  the  balance  of  his  life,  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying,  selling  his  products  in 
Woonsocket.  Mr.  Whipple  passed  away  Dec.  22, 
1904,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Ballou  Meeting 
House  cemetery.  In  his  political  belief  he  was  a 
Republican,  but  was  no  office  seeking  man.  Honest 
and  honorable  in  all  of  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
man,  full  of  kindness  and  charity  for  all,  courteous 
and  genial  to  those  with  whom  he  came  into  con- 
tact, ]\Ir.  Whipple  was  universally  esteemed  and 
respected.  He  was  a member  of  the  Border 
Grange,  of  East  Woonsocket. 

Mr.  Whipple  was  married  March  10,  1858,  in 
Cumberland,  to^ucilda  Marie  Smith,  born  on 
Tower  Hill,  Cumberland,  daughter  of^ames  and 
^Imena  (Miller)  Smith.  To  this  union  there  were 
born  children  as  follows ; ^^nna  Maria,  March  9, 
i860,  was  edcuated  in  the  Woonsocket  schools,  and 
taught  school  for  several  years,  but  is  now  en- 
gaged at  dress-making  at  home ; ’"Henry  Willard, 
born  Aug.  21,  1861,  married  Jan.  23,  1891,'' Ella 
Adams,  of  Cumberland,  has  one  child,  Myra  Scott, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-dealing 
in  Bellingham,  Mass. ; .-Minnie  Louise,  born  Jan. 
II,  1865; '-Della  May,  born  May  21,  i866;ENellie 
Augusta,  born  June  25,  1868; - Walter  Adin,  born 
Jan.  23,  1871,  married  Annie  Eollett,  of  Woon- 
socket, and  has  three  children,^Adin  Raymondf  Hat- 
tie Alva  andi^ester  Ellsworth ; Leander  C.,  born 
Nov.  30,  1874,  married  Lillian  Austin,  of  Cumber- 
land, has  two  children,  Gertrude  May  and  Grace 
Belle,  and  is  farming  at  Woonsocket ; Ruth  Alpha, 
born  Dec.  28,  1876,  married  Lester  Wales,  of  Provi- 


dence, and  has  two  children^Annie  and^ldred 
Ballou;  and 'Arthur  Morton,  born  April  18,  1880, 
is  at  home.  With  the  exception  ofAVIiss  Minnie 
Louise,  who  is  a member  of  the  I niversalist 
Church,  the  family  are  members  of  St.  James  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  Woonsocket.  ^ 

BULLOCK.  (I)  Richard  Bullock,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  1643,  'vas  one  of  that  town’s  early  settlers. 
He  removed  soon  after  1644,  and  was  a freeman, 
but  of  what  town  was  not  known  to  Savage  at  the 
time  of  his  investigations.  He  again  removed, 
about  1656,  to  Newtown,  L.  I.,  but  soon  returned 
to  Rehoboth.  He  had  received  an  allotment  of 
land  in  the  latter  town  on  “the  4th  of  the  ilth 
month,  1647,”  and  drew  other  lands  June  22,  1658. 
He  was  chosen  town  clerk  on  the  “30th  of  nth 
month  (January),  1659.”  He  married  (first)  Aug. 
4,  1647,  Elizabeth  Ingraham,  who  died  Jan.  7,  1659, 
and  he  married  (second)  “7  mo.  21,  1660,”  Eliza- 
beth Billington.  He  died  Nov.  22,  1667,  Reho- 
both. His  children  were : Samuel,  born  Aug.  19, 
1648;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  9,  1650;  Mary,  Feb.  16,  1652; 
Mehetabel,  Ajiril  4,  1655  ; Abigail,  Aug.  29,  1657 ; 
Hopestill,  Dec.  26,  1659;  Israel.  July  15,  1661; 
Mercy,  March  13,  1662;  John,  May  19,  1(^4;  and 
Richard,  March  15,  1666-67. 

(H)  Deacon  Samuel  Bullock,  born  Aug.  9, 
1648,  married  (first)  Nov.  12,  1673,  Mary  Thur- 
ber,  who  died  in  October,  following,  at  the  birth  of 
her  daughter  Alary  (born  Oct.  5),  and  he  married 
(second)  May  26,  1675,  Thankful  Rouse  or  Renefif, 
and  their  children  were:  Thankful,  born  June  26, 
1681;  Samuel,  Nov.  7,  1683;  Israel,  April  9,  1687; 
Richard,  July  i.  1692;  Seth,  Sept.  26.  1693;  Daniel; 
and  Ebenezer.  Deacon  Bullock  died  March  10, 
1717. 

(HI)  Samuel  Bullock  (2),  born  Nov.  7,  1683, 
married  (first)  June  2,  1711,  Anne  Salisbury,  of 
Swansea,  and  (second)  Dec.  8,  1734,  Anna  Bos- 
worth,  of  Barrington.  The  children  born  to  the 
first  marriage  were : Allathea,  born  April  14, 

1712;  William,  April  29,  1716;  Anna,  Feb.  20, 
1721-22;  and  those  to  the  second  marriage  were: 
Stephen,  born  Oct.  10,  1735;  Lydia,  Dec.  28,  1737; 
David,  May  25,  1740;  Rachel,  June  23,  1742;  and 
Patience,  April  26,  1747. 

(IV)  Stephen  Bullock,  born  Oct.  10,  1735,  mar- 
ried Oct.  30,  1760,  Mary  Horton,  born  Dec.  8,  1738, 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  Horton,  and  to 
the  marriage  came  children  as  follows : Darius, 
born  Oct.  21,  1761;  Asa,  May  3,  1763;  Lydia. 
March  23,  1765;  Mehetabel,  Aug.  3,  1767;  Samuel. 
Jan.  10,  1769;  Stephen,  May  5,  1772;  Hannah,  July 
4,  1776;  Mary,  Alarch  10.  1778;  and  Candace, 

April  30,  1780.  Stephen  Bullock  was  a very  prom- 
inent man  in  his  day.  He  was  a lawyer,  and  be- 
came judge  of  the  county  court.  In  the  Revolution 
he  was  a captain  of  the  6th  Company,  ist  Bristol 
County  Regiment,  at  the  battle  of  Rhode  Island  in 
August,  1778.  From  1782  to  1786,  and  from  1795 
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to  1796  he  was  a member  of  the  General  Court 
of  ^Massachusetts.  From  1/97  to  i799  was  a 

member  of  Congress.  The  Providence  Gazette, 
Feb.  3,  1816,  published  the  following  obituary: 
“19IED_Hon.  Stephen  Bullock,  in  8ist.  year,  at 
Rehoboth;  was  a member  of  the  convention  that 
framed  the  Constitution ; had  been  a member  of  the 
Legislature,  of  Congress,  and  a Judge  of  the 
county  court.  He  was  also  for  a number  of  years 
a member  of  the  Governor's  council.  He  left  a 
widow.  9 children,  and  60  grand-children  to  mourn 
his  loss.’’ 

(\')  Samuel  Bullock,  son  of  Stephen,  born  June 
(or  Jan.)  10.  1769,  in  Rehoboth,  ^lass.,  married 
May  S-  1803,  Betsey  Dorrance,  and  their  children 
were:' Otis;  Horace  was  a farmer  in  Rehoboth,  and 
worked  his  father’s  farm;  Elizabeth;  James  went  to 
California  in  the  spring  of  1848,  in  the  ship  “Ed- 
ward Everett,”  sailing  around  Cape  Horn,  and  he 
died  there  in  t88o;  and  Betsey  died  young. 

Samuel  Bullock  was  i)repared  for  the  medicfll 
profession.  He  practised  medicine  for  longer  and 
lived  to  greater  age  than  is  generally  man’s  priv- 
ilege. He  was  still  active  in  the  practice  at  eighty 
vears  of  age,  and  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-two. 
He  began  his  practice  in  Sterling,  Conn.,  where  he 
remained  about  twelve  years,  but  most  of  his  pro- 
fessional career  was  passed  in  the  old  town  of  Re- 
hoboth, IMass.,  where  he  was  born  and  where  he 
died,  the  latter  event  occurring  July  31,  i860.  Dr. 
Bullock  was  a man  of  strictly  temperate  habits 
throughout  his  lifetime,  to  which  fact  he  credited 
his  longevity.  He  was  a member  of  the  General 
Court  (Legislature)  of  Massachusetts,  1829-1834. 

(\T)  Dr.  Otis  Bullock,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel, 
born  Eeb.  20,  1806,  in  the  town  of  Sterling,  Conn., 
married  (first)  Aug.  17.  1836.  ^lartha  ^1..  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Judge  Samuel  Randall.  She  died 
.\ug.  23,  1837,  and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  6. 
1842,  Elizabeth  H..  daughter  of  George  Saunders, 
of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  November,  1873,  and 
he  married  (third),  in  1875.  Mary  F.,  daughter  of 
a sea  captain,  Haile  Collins,  of  W arren,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

Dr.  Bullock  in  boyhood  for  several  years  was  a 
student  at  Day’s  Academy,  at  W'rentham,  Mass. 
He  studied  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Jeremiah  Wdlliams,  of  Warren,  and  Dr.  Usher  Par- 
sons, of  Providence.  He  took  his  medical  degree 
at  Harvard  in  1832,  being  a classmate  of  Dr.  Oli- 
ver Wendell  Holmes.  He  then  settled  in  Warren, 
R.  I.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  upward  of 
half  a century.  He  began  tbe  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession as  an  associate  with  one  of  his  preceptors. 
Dr.  Williams.  He  succeeded  that  gentleman  and 
acquired  a large  and  successful  practice. 

Dr.  Bullock  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island 
IMedical  Society  in  1838,  and  was  one  of  its  most 
faithful  members  and  officers,  remarkably  constant 
in  attendance  and  bearing  his  full  share  of  the  bur- 
dens of  office.  For  a great  many  years  beginning 


in  1840,  he  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Censors,, 
occasionally  served  as  orator,  and  was  president  of 
the  society  in  1866-68.  He  was  a member  of  tbe 
Medical  and  Surgical  Staff  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  from  the  foundation  of  that  institution. 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  from  i860,  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  From  1838  to  1845,  surgeon  to 

the  militia 'of  Rhode  Island,  for  Bristol  county.  His 
political  faith  was  that  of  the  Whigs  and  Republi- 
cans. He  was  a director  in  the  National  W^arren 
Bank,  and  the  W’arren  ^Manufacturing  Company. 
Dr.  Bullock  was  a fair  type  of  the  old  school  of 
practitioners.  He  commanded  fully  the  respect  of 
the  community  in  wdiich  he  so  long  lived.  Gentle 
and  modest  in  manner,  faithful  and  kind  and  cheer- 
ing in’his  attendance  on  the  sick,  he  well  deserved 
the  apostolic  encomium  “the  beloved  physician.” 
His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  W’arren,  R.  I., 
IMarch  6,  1884. 

To  the  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Bullock  was  born 
one  child,  Martha  Otis,  born  in  1837.;  and  to  the 
second:  Herljert  D.,  born  in  1844;  George  S.,  born 
in  1849;  Eugenie,  who  died  young. 

George  S.  Bullock  was  schooled  in  W’arren, 
R.  I.  W’hen  a boy,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he 
went  to  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  and  remained 
for  two  or  three  years.  W'hen  he  came  back  from 
the  West,  he  engaged  in  selling  foundry  supplies, 
a business  he  has  followed  for  twenty-five  years, 
traveling  all  over  New  England,  becoming  very 
successful  in  his  chosen  line.  He  married  Mary 
W.,  daughter  of  Edward  J.  Cushing,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  they  have  three  children : George  S., 
Jr.,  a civil  engineer  who  was  engaged  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  tunnel  built  under  the  North 
River ; Edward  C. ; and  Elizabeth  S. 

HOWARD.  The  branch  of  the  Howard  fam- 
ily to  which  belonged  the  late  George  W.  A.  How- 
ard, of  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  his  sons 
George  W.  and  Horace,  who  still  reside  there,  has 
for  many  years  been  prominent  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  particularly  so  in  that  town. 

William  Howard  was  born  in  England,  and  he 
came  with  his  i)arents  to  America  when  he  was 
about  eight  years  of  age.  The  family  settled  in 
Slatersville,  North  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  the 
father  found  employment  and  wdiere  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  son  W’illiam  grew  to 
manhood  in  Slatersville,  and  was  employed  in  the 
mills  owned  by  the  Slater  family.  He  later  learned 
the  trade  of  machinist,  and  displayed  no  little  me- 
chanical genius.  He  was  an  inventor  of  rare  abil- 
ity, among  his  other  inventions  being  a greatly 
improved  cotton  ]:)icker.  For  a time  he  lived  at 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  where,  in  addition  to  his  em- 
ployment as  a macliinist,  he  taught  for  a short  time 
in  the  village  schools.  He  was  also  of  some  note 
as  a musician,  being  proficient  on  the  violin.  Later 
in  life  Mr.  Howard  moved  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
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■where  he  was  employed  as  a skilled  machinist,  and 
where  his  death  occurred  from  heart  trouble  while 
engaged  at  his  work.  His  remains  were  brought 
to  Portsmouth  and  there  interred.  Hr.  Howard 
married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Caleb  Corey,  of 
Portsmouth,  and  seven  children  were  born  to  the 
union,  three  of  whom  died  in  youth  and  the  others 
were:  Prank,  who  died  at  Warren,  R.  1.;  George 
W'.  A. ; Charles  G.  L.,  who  lived  and  died  at  Water- 
ville ; Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  who  at  this  time  resides 
at  Fall  River,  Hass.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  was  there  buried. 

George  Washington  Ad.\ms  Howard  was 
born  Jan.  8,  1831.  His  youth  was  passed  on  the 
farm  in  Portsmouth,  R.  1.,  where  he  attended  the 
schools  of  the  community  until  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years.  He  then  made  his  way  to  Providence, 
where  he  soon  began  learning  the  trade  of  a black- 
smith, and  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  some 
time.  Returning  to  Portsmouth,  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade  by  Oliver  Pierce.  A short  time  later 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  and  continued 
successfully  for  some  thirteen  years,  at  .the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  disposing  of  his  interests  and  re- 
moving to  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.  There 
in  April,  i86y,  he  invested  the  savings  resulting 
from  his  toil  and  frugality  in  a farm  and  water 
privilege,  then  known  as  the  Hawkins  place,  and 
situated  near  Abbotts  Run.  He  erected  new  build- 
ings and  made  many  improvements,  and  for  some 
years  conducted  a mill  for  grinding  grain,  as  well 
as  continuing  his  employment  as  an  iron  worker, 
being  especially  proficient  as  a spindle  forger,  his 
product  being  sought  by  the  mills  of  Pawtucket 
and  vicinity.  His  advancing  years  and  the  indus- 
try and  thrift  of  his  sons,  to  whom  much  of  his 
later  success  was  due,  caused  him  practically  to 
retire  from  active  pursuits  some  years  prior  to  his 
death.  He  was  an  ardent  lover  of  nature,-  and  with 
the  assistance  of  his  sons  he  added  much  to  the 
natural  picturesqueness  of  his  home  and  surround- 
ings, the  beautiful  pine  grove  which  adjoins  the 
homestead  being  of  their  creation,  the  farm  for 
some  years  having  been  known  as  the  Pine  Grove 
Farm.  The  sons,  George  W.  and  Horace,  have  also 
made  many  valuable  improvements  about  the  prem- 
ises, particularly  as  to  the  well-equipped  mill  and 
buildings.  In  political  preference  Air.  Howard  was 
a Republican,  and  while  interested  in  the  public 
affairs  of  his  community  he  was  in  no  respect  a 
politician,  and  aside  from  serving  as  a school  trus- 
tee, he  was  never  a candidate  for  office. 

In  Warren,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Howard  was  married  to 
Frances,  daughter  of  Martin  Borden,  and  de- 
scended from  an  old  and  honored  New  England 
family  of  whom  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
To  this  union  there  were  born  six  children:  (i) 
Clara  F.  married  Job  Weeden,  of  Providence.  (2) 
AX’alter  graduated  from  a well  known  commercial 
school  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He  married  Hiss 
Margaret  Goddard,  and  now  resides  at  Honolulu, 


Hawaii,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
brokerage  busines.s.  (3)  (ieorge  W.  (4)  Arthur 
married  Myrtle  Allen,  and  thev  reside  at  Worces- 
ter, Hass.  1 hey  have  two  children,  Clarence  and 
Priscilla  .Alden.  (5)  Horace  married  Jeanette 
Sweetland,  and  they  have  two  children,  Frances, 
and  Philip  Edward.  They  reside  at  the  homestead 
farm,  where  Air.  Howard  conducts  the  Howard 
grist  mill.  (6)  Elsie  Alay  married  Erank  Horton, 
and  resides  at  North  Attleboro,  A lass.  Of  the  two 
children  hern  to  them  but  one,  Evelyn,  is  living. 
Airs.  Howard,  the  mother  of  the  foregoing  chil- 
dren, died  Nov.  25,  i8y6,  and  the  father,  George 
W.  A.  Howard,  died  July  30,  1906,  and  both  are 
buried  at  Arnolds  Alills. 

George  W.  How.\rd  was  but  four  years  of  age 
when  his  father  removed  from  Portsmouth  to  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  was  educated  at  the  local  schools,  and 
from  an  early  age  was  a valued  assistant  of  his 
father.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  had  charge 
of  the  mill,  saw  mill,  trip  hammer  shop  and  farm  of 
his  father,  and  the  success  which  followed  was 
largely  due  to  the  industry  and  progressive  meth- 
ods of  him  and  his  brother  Horace.  Later 
Air.  Howard  married  and  settled  down  upon  the 
Cargill  homestead,  where  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  made  many  and 
extensive  improvements  in  the  property  and  build- 
ings, and  has  one  of  the  most  modern  of  country 
homes. 

On  April  10,  1894,  Air.  Howard  married  Sarah 
Church  Cargill,  daughter  of  Darwin  Cargill,  of 
whom  further  mention  wdl  be  found  following. 
One  daughter  was  born  to  them,  Edith  Lincoln, 
who  is  attending  the  Cumberland  schools.  Airs. 
Howard  died  Alarch  29,  1900.  On  Aug.  9,  1903, 
Air.  Howard  married  Isidora  Lillie  Harris,  daugh- 
ter of  Rufus  W.,  and  granddaughter  of  Rufus  Har- 
ris, and  direct  descendant  of  William  Harris,  who 
came  to  What  Cheer  with  Roger  Williams.  Aluch 
mention  of  this  family  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  publication.  Air.  Howard  is  a Republican  in 
his  political  views  but  has  no  inclination  toward  a 
public  career.  He  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  Cumberland  Grange,  No.  2.  He  justly  and 
deservedly  bears  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  an 
extended  acquaintance,  and  in  business  circles  he 
is  regarded  as  a man  of  foresight  and  ability. 

Darwin  Cargill,  who  during  his  life  was  a 
well-known  educator,  made  his  home  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  near  Abbotts  Run,  where  he  was 
born  Eeb.  23,  1824.  Fie  was  a descendant  of  the 
old  Cargill  family  of  Cumberland,  a full  account 
of  which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

Jason  Cargill,  the  father  of  Darwin,  was  a son 
of  David  and  Thankful  (White)  Cargill,  and  was 
born  on  the  old  Cargill  homestead,  Feb.  4.  1799. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  lo- 
cality and  grew  up  on  the  farm,  making  agricul- 
tural pursuits  his  lifelong  occupation.  Air.  Car- 
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gill  died  Sept.  20,  1878.  On  Oct.  13,  1822,  he  mar- 
ried Electa  jNlason,  who  died  Nov.  27,  1878,  and 
both  were  buried  at  Arnolds  jNlills  cemetery. 

Darwin  Cargill  was  the  only  child  of  his  par- 
ents. His  early  education  was  secured  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  and  he  also  attended  Hollister 
Academy,  after  leaving  which  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, an  occupation  which  he  followed  throughout 
his  life,  becoming  well  and  favorably  known  as  an 
educator.  In  politics  a Republican,  j\Ir.  Cargill 
took  a great  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party, 
although  he  never  sought  public  preferment  for 
himself.  i\Ir.  Cargill  died  ]\Iarch  26,  1900,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  at  Arnolds  Mills  cemetery.  On 
Nov.  3,  1847,  married  Cordelia  Church,  of  Lit- 
tle Compton,  R.  I.,  and  she  died  April  21,  1904. 
They  were  the  parents  of  one  child : Sarah  Church, 
born  Dec.  17,  1852,  who  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Cumberland  and  Providence,  and  mar- 
ried April  10,  1894,  George  W.  Howard.  She  died 
IMarch  29,  1900,  and  was  buried  at  Arnolds  Mills 
cemetery.  One  child  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard,  Edith  Lincoln,  Jan.  28,  1895. 

ANTHONY  :\IcCABE,  of  Providence,  was 
born  June  26,  1847,  in  the  village  of  River  John, 
Pictou  Co.,  Nova  Scotia,  son  of  James  and  Marga- 
ret (jMcEwen)  McCabe,  grandson  of  Thomas  and 
great-grandson  of  James  iMcCabe,  all  of  Pictou 
county.  The  last  named,  the  founder  of  the  Mc- 
Cabe family  there,  was  a Scotchman  who  went  to 
the  North  of  Ireland,  and  just  prior  to  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  came  to  this  country  from  England 
in  the  ship  “Hector,”  and  located  in  Pictou  county. 
Nova  Scotia.  He  had  been  liberally  educated  and 
prepared  for  the  priesthood,  which  intention,  how- 
ever, he  gave  up  after  coming  to  this  country.  At 
Pictou  he  cut  the  first  tree  and  cleared  the  first 
acre  of  ground  on  “Crown  land,”  and  received 
from  the  Crown  the  reward  of  twenty  pounds  which 
had  been  offered  to  the  one  first  performing  such 
feat.  Air.  AIcCabe  was  the  founder  of  the  Pictou 
settlement.  He  married,  reared  a large  family  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  community, 
honored  and  respected,  often  holding  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  His  posterity  became  nu- 
merous in  Pictou  county. 

Thomas  AIcCabe,  son  of  James  the  emigrant, 
and  grandfather  of  Anthony  AIcCabe,  of  Provi- 
dence, was  born  in  Pictou,  married  and  later  be- 
came a resident  of  River  John,  a village  in  Pictou 
county.  He,  too,  reared  a large  family,  among 
whom  were  James,  Eliakim,  Asae,  Daniel,  Wil- 
liam, Eliza,  Nancy,  and  Sarah.  Of  these  James 
AIcCabe  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  James  and 
Ann  (Sturgeon)  AIcEwen,  and  they  resided  at 
River  John,  where  Air.  AIcCabe  was  occupied  as 
a ship  carpenter.  Their  children  were : Rebecca, 
Jane.  Sarah,  Anthony,  Eliza,  Alary,  Alaria,  Na- 
omi and  Amelia,  all  of  whom  finally  came  to  the 
United  States  except  Naomi,  who  died  in  Pictou. 


Nova  Scotia,  aged  twenty-one  years.  While  the 
older  children  were  yet  small  the  father,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  his  calling,  sailed  on  a vessel,  and  was 
presumably  lost  at  sea,  as  he  was  never  thereafter 
heard  from.  The  mother  survived  him  many  years 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Anthony  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  Oct.  19,  1905,  aged  ninety  years. 

Anthony  AIcCabe,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  owing  to  circumstances  and  conditions 
about  his  boyhood,  had  but  limited  school  privi- 
leges, the  neighborhood  school  which  he  attended 
being  some  three  miles  distant  from  his  home  and 
the  course  of  study  pursued  being  mainly  reading 
and  spelling  from  the  Bible  and  arithmetic  and 
writing.  Losing  his  father  when  but  a lad,  and  he 
the  only  son,  he  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  and  became  the  main  support  of  the 
mother  and  family.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
he  began  learning  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  until  ill  health  forbade  its  continuance. 
He  next  found  employment  in  the  coal  mines  at 
Stellarton,  where,  it  is  said,  was  located  the  largest 
seam  of  soft  coal  in  the  world,  and  he  now  recalls 
that  he  assisted  in  mining  there  a block  of  coal 
three  feet  scjuare  to  form  the  base  of  a pyramid  of 
this  material  for  exhibition  at  the  Centennial  Ex- 
position held  at  Philadelphia  in  1876. 

Owing  to  the  general  unhealthy  conditions  and 
dangers  to  which  he  was  daily  exposed  in  the  mines 
Air.  AIcCabe  resolved  to  quit  them  and  come  to 
the  States.  This  he  did,  coming  direct  to  Provi- 
dence in  the  year  1877.  One  year  later  occurred 
the  Stellarton  coal  mine  disaster,  in  which  eighty 
of  his  former  neighbors  and  friends  lost  their  lives. 
At  Providence  Air.  AIcCabe  found  employment 
with  Brown  University,  where  he  soon  manifested 
great  interest  in  his  duties  and  performed  them 
faithfully,  and  as  time  passed  he  gave  evidence  of 
capacity  and  such  qualities  as  led  to  higher  and 
more  responsible  duties — to  his  becoming  a valu- 
able adjunct  in  his  department  to  the  institution. 
His  connection  with  Brown  University  covered  a 
period  of  some  sixteen  years,  from  1877  to  1893, 
Air.  AIcCabe  resigning  his  position  there  in  the  last 
named  year  to  accept  the  one  made  vacant  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  by  the  death  of  San- 
ford B.  Smith,  who  was  assistant  to  the  late  Hon. 
Amos  Perry,  librarian  of  that  institution,  and  in  ad- 
dition he  cared  for  the  building.  This  relation  Air. 
AIcCabe  has  since  sustained  ; and  in  the  interim  be- 
tween the  death  of  Air.  Perry  in  August,  1899,  and 
the  appointment  of  his  successor,  Clarence  Saun- 
ders Brigham,  Esq.,  in  January,  1900,  was  in  full 
charge  of  the  library. 

During  his  long  service  with  Brown  University 
Air.  AIcCabe  always  manifested  a keen  interest  in 
the  student  life,  and  perhaps,  few,  if  any,  have 
witnessed  so  many  student  escapades,  athletic  con- 
tests and  other  features  connected  with  life  at 
Brown  as  he.  These  memories  of  late  he  has  been 
committing  to  paper,  and  as  well  collecting  material 
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from  many  Brown  alumni  of  their  personal  recol- 
lections, which,  with  the  collections  of  the  commit- 
tee on  “Other  Days  at  Brown,’’  make  the  manu- 
scripts of  a hundred  Brown  alumni,  giving  remin- 
iscences of  life  at  Brown  from  1830  to  1906,  and 
are  soon  to  appear  in  book  form,  edited  and  pub- 
lished by  the  board  of  editors  of  “Brown  Alumni 
Monthly.”  , 

In  this  connection  it  is,  perhaps,  not  out  of  place, 
inasmuch  as  in  it  appears  the  character  of  the 
man,  to  quote  the  remarks  of  an  alumnus  of 
Brown : “These  reminiscences  of  Anthony  ]Mc- 
Cabe,  who  first  entered  the  service  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity over  thirty  years  ago,  deserve  a few  intro- 
ductory words  by  one  who  knew  him  well.  His 
conscientious  efforts  received  the  implicit  confi- 
dence of  the  Faculty  in  many  directions.  During 
the  later  years  of  his  connection  with  the  Univer- 
sity many  of  the  Faculty  employed  him  in  the  copy- 
ing of  important  college  exercises,  those  relating  to 
daily  class  room  work  as  well  as  the  more  carefully 
guarded  papers  which  were  to  be  submitted  to  the 
students  for  their  semi-annual  examinations.  His 
custodianship  of  these  valuable  and  much-sougbt- 
after  papers  was  so  thorough,  and  his  clerical  work 
of  such  value,  that  he  was  relieved  finally  of  all 
other  duties  and  assigned  to  a private  desk  in  the 
president’s  office,  where  for  a long  time  he  contin- 
ued in  this  line  of  employment.  Being  a close  ob- 
server and  of  very  retentive  memory,  this  office 
work  served  as  a most  liberal  school  of  instruction. 
When  he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  a servant  of 
the  University  the  writer  was  a Brown  student, 
and  became  deeply  interested  in  Mr.  McCabe  and 
encouraged  his  laudable  ambition  to  add  to  his  edu- 
cational acquirements.  His  persistent  and  enthusi- 
astic devotion  of  his  leisure  moments  to  study  was 
most  praiseworthy.  His  faithfulness  in  carrying- 
out  the  instructions  of  his  superiors  often  brought 
him  into  unpleasant  relations  with  mischievous  stu- 
dents. Whatever  the  line  of  duty  upon  which  he 
was  engaged,  whether  as  a college  detective,  or  at 
his  desk  in  the  president’s  office,  or  at  his  studies 
under  a student’s  tutoring,  he  devoted  his  entire 
energy  to  make  that  one  task  a success.  The  fol- 
lowing reminiscences  of  the  University  of  thirty 
years  ago  are  the  result  of  his  keen  observation  and 
exceptionally  clear  memory.  To  few  of  those  con- 
nected with  the  college,  even  in  a much  higher  ca- 
pacity, was  granted  the  privilege  of  seeing  so  much 
of  its  inner  administration.  The  intimacy  of  his 
private  relationship  to  the  families  of  two  former 
presidents  of  the  college  was  both  unusual  and  com- 
plimentary. It  indicated  the  high  regard  and  trust- 
worthiness in  which  he  was  held  and  the  utmost 
reliance  which  was  placed  upon  his  assistance.  I 
am  sure  that  these  incidents  will  be  read  with  in- 
terest by  every  graduate  of  Brown. 

“[Signed]  Alumnus,  '77.’’ 

On  April  28,  1883,  Mr.  McCabe  was  married 
at  Boston,  iMass.,  to  Lizzie  A.  jSIcLean,  daughter 


of  John  McLean,  of  I’ictou,  Nova  Scotia,  l)Oth  na- 
tives of  that  town,  but  of  Scotch  and  English  par- 
ents, respectively.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
jNIrs.  McCabe  were:  Edith  Phare,  burn  Feb.  26, 
1884;  Alonzo  Wayland,  who  died  June  20,  1885, 
aged  one  month;  Harold  Gladstone,  born  Alay  13, 
1886;  Elsie,  born  Nov.  7,  1887;  Herbert  Anthony, 
who  died  July  13,  1890,  aged  three  months;  Janet, 
born  Feb.  2,  1892 ; Anthony  Lincoln,  born  April  24, 
1896;  Marguerite  Helen,  born  Aug.  25,  1898;  Rich- 
mond Pearl  Everett,  born  June  12,  1900;  and 
Henrietta  Elizabeth,  born  July  16,  1903,  who  died 
Feb.  8,  1907. 

CHURCH  (Little  Compton-Providence  fam- 
ily). The  town  of  Little  Compton  is  rich  in  historic 
interest,  especially  to  the  posterity  of  those  whose 
lives  have  been  so  closely  interwoven  with  that  his- 
tory; and,  perhaps,  by  none  should  the  territory 
named  be  contemplated  with  greater  pride  than  by 
the  Ch-urch  famil)',  which  has  been  consiTicuous 
there  since  the  very  dawn  of  its  civilization.  It  was 
one  of  the  Church  name,  who  built  the 
first  house  in  what  became  the  town  and  effected 
the  first  settlement  there ; and  it  was  a Church 
who  beat  back  the  Red  man  and  opened 
the  way  for  the  habitation  of  the  white 
settler  that  followed— hunting  Philip  to  death  Aug. 
12,  1676.  “No  question  has  been  raised  in  the 
now  more  than  two  and  a quarter  centuries  but 
that  Col.  Benjamin  Church,  in  his  military,  business 
and  political  relations,  was  tbe  most  conspicuous 
figure  in  the  local  history  of  the  town” ; and.  as 
the  records,  of  the  town  attest,  his  posterity  and  that 
of  his  brother,  Joseph,  have  worthily  worn  the 
family  name  and  sustained  its  reputation. 

The  territory  of  Little  Compton  was  a part  of 
that  unexplored  country  which  the  English  charter 
of  1606  presumed  to  confer  upon  the  Plymouth 
Company.  It  was  transferred  by  that  more  mar- 
velous document  of  1620  which  created  the  Coun- 
cil of  Plymouth  to  supersede  the  company  of  1606, 
and  which  over  the  royal  seal  of  James  I.  put  more 
than  a million  square  miles  into  the  absolute  control 
of  forty  men.  The  history  of  Little  Compton  in 
relation  to  the  white  race  may  be  regarded  as  be- 
ginning in  1629,  when  William  Bradford  and  his 
associates  obtained  a charter  from  the  forty  En- 
glishmen who  had  secured  nine  years  before  such 
substantial  evidences  of  royal  favor.  In  1673  twenty- 
nine  men  appeared  at  Plymouth  and  proved  their 
respective  shares  in  the  grant  of  land  at  Seconnet 
(Little  Compton).  These  were  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  town,  and  this  the  tract  or  grant  of 
land  given  in  the  year  named  by  the  General  Court 
of  New  Plymouth  to  the  “Old  Servants.”  The 
division  of  Plymouth  Colony  in  1685  into  three 
counties  placed  Little  Compton  with  Bristol  county, 
and  with  name  and  area  unchanged,  it  became,  in 
1691,  a part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  iMassachu- 
setts,  and  thus  entitled  to  a voice  in  its  govern- 
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ment.  Since  1746-7,  Little  Compton  has  formed 
a part  of  Rhode  Island,  the  act  giving  that  with 
several  others  to  the  State  being  approved  by  the 
Rhode  Island  Legislature  in  January  of  the  year 
named.  Rut  the  general  historical  interest  of  Little 
Compton  as  the  scene  of  stirring  events,  fraught 
with  far  reaching  consecpiences,  centers  in  the  four- 
score years  which  preceded  its  incorporation  as  a 
town  of  Newport  county. 

Among  the  twenty-nine  owners  of  Little  Comp- 
ton in  1673,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  were  the 
Church  brothers,  Renjamin  and  Joseph,  born  re- 
spectively in  1641  and  1638.  both  natives  of  Plym- 
outh, and  at  the  time  stated  above  still  residents 
there.  They  were  the  sons  of  Richard  Church  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  (W'arren)  Church,  she  a daugh- 
ter of  Richard  \\  arren  of  the  "Mayflower,”  1620. 
Duxbury,  Marshfield  and  the  neighboring  region 
was  the  home  of  the  other  proprietors  of  Little 
Comptt^n.  These  first  white  owners  of  the  ancient 
town  are  found  to  have  been  the  descendants  of 
the  Pilgrims  and  the  representations  of  the  Puri- 
tan ideas  of  government  and  religion.  Richard 
Church,  the  emigrant,  was  born  in  1608.  He  came 
to  New  England  in  1630  in  the  fleet  with  Governor 
W'inthrop.  He  removed  from  W'eymouth,  to  Plym- 
outh, where  he  was  made  a freeman  in  1632.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Warren ; 
lived  at  a number  of  different  points,  and  finally 
died  in  1668  at  Dedham.  His  son  Renjamin  is 
credited  with  having  been  the  first  settler  in  the 
town  of  Little  Compton,  1674,  and  with  building  the 
first  house  there.  This  house  it  is  believed  stood 
on  the  farm  in  later  years  known  as  that  of  Hon. 
Renjamin  E.  Wilbur,  whose  house  was  built  in 
1724  by  Thomas  Church,  a son  of  Renjamin.  The 
name,  fame  and  usefulness  of  this  Col.  Renjamin 
Church  were  as  broad  as  New  England,  and  in  the 
general  histories  of  the  New  World  his  deeds  are 
always  recognized.  He  thoroughly  understood  the 
character  of  the  Indians  and  their  modes  of  war- 
fare, which  later  he  adopted  with  great  success. 
He  was  to  Southern  New  England  what  Miles 
Standish  had  been  to  the  first  generation  of  the 
Plymouth  colonists — a buckler  and  shield  in  the 
hour  of  danger ; but  he  had  far  more  experience 
in  military  affairs  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Pil- 
grim captain.  It  was  destined  for  him  to  strike 
the  first  and  last  decisive  blows  in  Philip’s  war, 
by  which  he  is  now  best  known  to  fame.  So  great 
was  the  reputation  he  gained  that  he  was  after- 
wards constantly  called  to  the  field  to  repel  the 
French  and  Indians  at  the  North  and  East.  He 
was  killed  by  a fall  from  his  horse  Jan.  17,  1718. 
Colonel  Church  married  Alice  Southworth.  One 
of  his  sons,  Thomas,  remained  in  Little  Compton, 
married  and  had  a large  family.  The  other  brother, 
Jose])h  Church,  referred  to  as  being  one  of  the 
original  owners  of  Little  Compton,  married  Mary 
Tucker,  settled  in  the  town  and  became  a promi- 


nent public  man ; was  several  times  selectman,  en- 
sign, deputy,  magistrate,  etc.  His  name  has  been 
perpetuated  through  his  sons  Joseph  and  John,  who 
lived  in  Little  Compton,  married  and  had  families. 
Thomas  Church,  son  of  Colonel  Renjamin,  was  a 
military  man  of  more  than  local  reputation.  He 
commanded  the  Rhode  Island  regiment  at  the  siege 
of  Roston. ' His  home  in  Little  ^'ompton  was  at 
Seconnet  Point. 

Much  of  historic  interest  centers  in  the  burial 
places  of  Little  Compton.  The  old  cemetery  at 
the  Commons  contains  many  interesting  graves ; 
one,  that  of  Mary  Pierce,  was  made  in  1698.  In 
one  of  the  burial  places  of  the  town  rest  the  re- 
mains of  Elizabeth  (Alden)  Pabodie,  a daughter  of 
the  Pilgrim  John  Aldeii  and  Priscilla  (Mullins)  of 
the  “Mayflower.”  It  is  rarely  the  case  in  this  coun- 
try that  a direct  line  of  six  generations  can  be  found 
in  the  graveyards  of  one  town.  Here  in  Little 
Compton,  however,  lie  the  remains  of  the  Church 
family — Joseph,  Joseph  (2),  Caleb,  Ebenezer,  Jo- 
seph and  John  and  Nathaniel  (the  two  last  named 
being  of  one  generation) — six  successive  genera- 
tions of  the  family. 

This  article  is  designed  to  refer  more  particu- 
larly to  a branch  of  the  Churches  which  went  from 
Little  Compton  to  Providence — to  some  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 
Church,  he  being  a direct  descendant  of  Joseph 
Church,  alluded  to  above  as  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Little  Compton  through  Joseph 
Church  (2)  (1663-1715)  and  his  wdfe  Grace  Shaw' 

( 1737)>  Caleb  Church  (1701-1769)  and  his 

wdfe  Deborah  (Woodworth)  (1703-1733),  and  Eb- 
enezer Church  (1726-1825)  and  his  wife  Hannah 
(Wood)  (1734-1815). 

The  children  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 
Church  were:  John,  born  in  1794,  married  Pru- 
dence Simmons ; Lydia,  born  in  1795,  married 
James  Rrowmell ; Susanna  Taylor,  born  in  1796, 
married  Augustus  Peckham  ; Peter,  born  in  1799, 
married  Sarah  Brown;  Nathaniel,  born  in  1801, 
married  (first)  Sarah  C.  Wood,  and  (second) 
Mary  Ann  Wood;  and  Renjamin  Taylor,  born  in 
1804. 

Of  these  John  Church  about  1812  removed  to 
Providence  and  w'as  an  associate  in  business  as  ar- 
chitect and  builder  with  Mr.  John  H.  Greene. 
Subsequently  he  became  senior  partner  of  the  w'ell- 
known  firm  of  Church  & Sw^eet.  He  took  an  inter- 
est in  military  affairs,  w’as  Colonel  of  the  Provi- 
dence Infantry,  and  as  such  had  the  honor  of  es- 
corting in  and  out  of  the  city  the  distinguished 
General  LaFayette  on  his  visit  here  in  1824.  He 
w’as  a member  of  the  Providence  council  in  1832, 
a director  in  several  of  the  banks  and  the  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  etc-. 

Retiring  from  business  in  1841  Colonel  Church 
returned  to  his  native  town.  Little  Compton,  where 
he  had  previously  built  a commodious  and  com- 
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fortable  home  on  an  estate  which  had  been  owned 
by  his  ancestors  since  the  first  settlement  of  the 
town.  He  died  Nov.  18,  1882. 

Benjamin  Taylor  Church,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Church,  and  brother  of  Col. 
John  Church,  born  May  2,  1804,  in  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  married  Sarah  C.,  born  Oct.  31,  1807,  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  Abigail  (Chase)  Peck,  he  born  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,, Oct.  3,  1771,  a direct  descendant 
of  Joseph  Peck,  a native  of  Suffolk  County,  Eng- 
land, who  later  settled  in  Hingham,  Norfolk 
County,  and  came  to  America  in  1638  in  the  ship 
"Diligent,”  settling  in  Hingham,  New  Englancl, 
from  whom  his  descent  is  through  Nicholas  Peck, 
of  Seekonk,  a native  of  England,  who  accompanied 
the  family  to  New  Englancl  in  1638,  and  his  wife 
Rebecca ; Jonathan  Peck,  who  settled  between  War- 
ren and  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
(Throop)  ; Deacon  Thomas  Peck,  of  Swansea, 
j\lass.,  and  his  wife  Mary  (Kinsley)  ; and  Jonathan 
Peck  (2)  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  ancl  his  wife  Ruth 
(Wheeler).  Philip  Peck  was  a resident  and  mer- 
chant of  Providence,  R.  I.  He  is  said  to  have 
befen  the  first  of  the  place  to  import  crockery. 

Benjamin  T.  Church  removed  to  Provi- 
<lence,  where  for  many  years  he  was  a 
grocer  and  merchant  in  the  old  Fox  Point 
district,  and  a man  esteemed  and  respected. 
He  died  at  the  family  home  on  John 
street.  Providence,  Jan.  9,  1874.  His  wife  survived 
him  many  years,  living  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-five  years,  and  retaining  her  faculties  to  a 
remarkable  degree ; in  fact  her  health  was  good  up 
to  several  weeks  before  her  death  when  a severe 
cold  developed  into  bronchitis  with  fatal  result. 
She  died  Feb.  18,  1903,  at  the  family  home  on  John 
street,  where  she  had  lived  for  upwards  of  half  a 
century.  Mrs.  Church  was  of  an  unusually  bright 
disposition,  enjoyed  the  company  of  young  people, 
and  entered  heartily  into  the  spirit  of  any  occasion. 
From  her  very  girlhood  she  had  been  a constant 
attendant  of  services  at  the  old  Baptist  Meeting 
House,  ancl,  if  we  mistake  not,  occupying  practically 
the  same  pew. 

The  children  born  to  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Church 
were : One  that  died,  unnamed,  in  infancy ; Jo- 
seph, who  also  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  H. ; Benja- 
min T. ; Edward  C.  and  Harriet  (twins)  ; Charles 
F. ; and  Frank  A.  Of  these,  Joseph  H.  was  for  years 
in  his  early  life  connected  with  the  board  of  public 
works  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  assisted  in  estab- 
lishing some  of  the  grades  of  principal  business 
streets  in  the  city,  was  for  years  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  has  been 
occupied  in  various  business  pursuits  in  Provi- 
dence, more  recently  in  a relation  with  the  Church 
Land  Company  and  as  a broker ; he  occupied  the  old 
homestead  on  John  street  until  the  death  of  the 
mother.  Benjamin  T.  is  a resident  of  one  of  the 
suburbs  of  Boston  ; is  a physician  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic school  and  has  been  a successful  practitioner 


there  for  many  years.  Edward  C.  was  for  years  a 
broker  in  Boston,  his  i)resent  residence.  Charles 
F.  was  for  a long  period  of  years  connected  with 
the  police  force  of  Providence,  and  T'rank  A. 
has  long  been  occui)ied  in  business  in  Providence, 
his  present  place  of  residence. 

JOHN  ^MARSHALL,  head  gardener  at  Hon. 
Perry  Belmont’s  estate,  “By-the-Sea,”  at  Newport, 
R.  I.,  is  of  Scotch  birth,  and  comes  of  a family 
that  for  several  generations  has  pursued  that  same 
calling.  After  an  experience  of  several  years  on 
various  estates  in  Europe,  in  1892  Mr.  Marshall 
came  to  America,  and  during  his  residence  here 
has  been  employed  on  several  of  the  largest  estates 
of  this  country.  In  March,  1903,  he  became  head 
gardener  for  i\Ir.  Belmont,  and  has  ever  since 
been  employed  at  “By-the-Sea’’  in  that  capacity. 

W INDSOR  ESTEN,  one  of  the  venerable  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Burrillville,  late  a resi- 
dent of  Glendale,  died  March  19,  1907.  He  was 
a son  of  Buffum  and  grandson  of  Judge  John 
Esten,  and  was  the  oldest  male  member  of  the 
family  residing  in  the  town.  As  the  earlier  records 
of  this  family  are  given  elsewhere,  this  article 
refers  only  to  Buffum  Esten  and  his  descendants. 

Buff'um  Esten,  father  of  Windsor,  was  born  in 
1797,  on  the  homestead  farm,  in  the  "Esten  neigh- 
borhood,” so  called,  in  what  is  now  Burrillville, 
and  remained  at  home  until  after  his  marriage, 
after  which  he  purchased  of  his  father  the  farm 
since  divided  and  owned  by  Windsor  and 
Leprelett  Esten,  and  there  he  resided  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  Sept.  20,  1843.  was  buried 
in  the  Esten  cemetery.  In  addition  to  his  farming 
operations,  Buff'um  Esten,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Benjamin,  was  engaged  in  the  charcoal 
business,  which  they  followed  for  some  years.  i\Ir. 
Esten  was  an  attendant  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church.  He  married  Rachel  Brown,  of  Douglas, 
IMass.,  daughter  of  Jonah  and  Lavina  (Herrin- 
deen)  Brown.  After  his  death,  she  married  (sec- 
ond) Jeremiah  Mowry,  a farmer,  and  resided  in 
Burrillville  until  her  death,  Oct.  10,  1878,  aged 
seventy-five  years.  The  children  of  Buffum  and 
Rachel  Esten  were:  (i)  Stephen  died  May  13. 
1843,  his  twenty-first  year.  (2)  Smith,  a cabi- 
net maker  in  early  life,  later  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  becoming  a physician,  and  he  practiced 
at  Machias,  Maine,  where  he  died.  He  married 
Arietta  Ballou,  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  their 
only  surviving  child  is  Mrs.  Nettie  Gory  of  Pas- 
coag.  (3)  Simeon  died  young.  (4)  Windsor. 
(5)  Leprelett  W.,  a machinist  of  Providence,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Wlnsor,  and  they  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, the  three  survivors  being  Leprelett  W.,  Jr., 
Walter  K.,  and  Bertha  E.  (now  i\Irs.  William  F. 
Marshall).  (6)  IMary  died  young.  (7)  Marcius 
L.,  a retired  school  teacher,  who  resides  at  River- 
point,  R.  I.,  married  Nellie  Page. 
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Windsor  Esten  was  born  Dec.  ii,  1829,  in  the 
house  now  standing  on  his  farm,  and  he  received 
but  limited  educational  advantages.  At  an  early 
date  he  began  to  assume  his  share  of  the  hard  labor 
of  the  farm,  and  as  his  father’s  death  occurred 
when  Windsor  was  in  his  early  'teens  his  responsi- 
bilities were  increased.  The  management  of  the 
farm  at  this  time  was  in  the  care  of  his  older 
brother.  Smith,  but  after  the  latter  left  home,  it 
fell  to  the  care  of  Windsor.  He  lived  at  home  un- 
til his  marriage,  after  which  he  removed  to  the 
farm  adjoining  on  the  south,  and  later  to  another 
adjoining  on  the  west.  Here  he  resided  for  four 
years,  until  April,  1864,  when  he  removed  to  the 
village  of  Glendale,  which  place  was  afterward 
his  home.  Mr.  Esten  and  his  brother  Leprelett 
bought  the  home  farm,  and  a number  of  years  later 
they  divided  it.  Although  the  farm  was  two  miles 
distant  from  his  residence  in  Glendale,  Mr.  Esten 
continued  to  cultivate  it  for  some  time,  although 
in  later  years  he  left  it  to  the  care  of  his  son, 
Fred  L.  Esten. 

M'indsor  Esten  was  married  Oct.  9,  1856,  in 
Burrillville,  to  Rhoba  Sayles  Wood,  born  Oct.  13, 
1835,  in  Burrillville,  daughter  of  Otis  and  Celia 
(Sayles)  Wood,  and  their  children  were:  Irving 
and  Elwin,  who  died  young;  and  Fred  L. 

Windsor  Esten  in  his  political  belief  on  national 
issues  was  a Republican.  In  local  matters,  how- 
ever, he  was  not  bound  by  party  ties,  but  voted  for 
the  man  he  believed  best  fitted  for  the  office.  He 
never  sought  political  favors,  but  yielded  to  the 
urging  of  his  friends  and  served  one  term  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  He  was  always  a 
hard-working  man,  strictly  honest  in  all  of  his 
dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  and  one  who  worthily 
sustained  the  record  of  the  honored  family  whose 
name  he  bore. 

Fred  Leroy  Esten  was  born  Sept.  28,  1868. 
He  completed  his  education  at  the  English  and 
Classical  school  at  Providence  in  1888,  since  which 
time  ne  has  been  engaged  at  farming,  relieving  bis 
lather  of  the  management  of  the  farm.  He  married 
(first)  Charlotte  Ann  Johnson,  born  Aug.  18,  1868, 
a native  of  Millville,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Henry 
W.  and  Mary  (Dundas)  Johnson.  She  died  Jan. 
24,  1900,  the  mother  of  the  following  children : 
Averil  Freda,  born  June  29,  1894;  Wayland  Buf- 
fum,  Nov.  4,  1895;  Elwin  Windsor,  May  22,  1897; 
and  Clifton,  in  January,  1900  (died  at  the  age  of 
three  days).  Mr.  Esten  was  married  (second)  to 
Eliza  Frances  Johnson,  born  April  4,  1872,  in 
South  Wrentham,  Mass.,  a younger  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union:  Leroy  Whitelaw,  Aug.  22,  1902,  and 

Evelyn  Sayles,  Aug.  6,  1905. 

JOHN  SPAULDING  OLXEY,  a well  known 
farmer  and  horse  dealer  of  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
who  was  born  Sept”!  15,  1845,  North  Providence, 
is  a member  of  the  old  Providence  Plantations  Olney 
family,  a brief  outline  of  whieJb  from  the  progeni- 


tor, (I)  Thomas,  to  John  S.,  is  here  given,  the 
Roman  numerals  indicating  the  generations. 

(I)  Thomas  Olney. 

(II)  Thomas  Olney  (2),  son  of  Thomas. 

(III)  Thomas  Olney  (3),  son  of  Thomas  (2), 

born  i\Iay  4 .(or  7),  1661,  married  July  13,  1687, 
Lydia  Barnes,  of  Swansea,  i\Iass.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Prudence  Barnes.  Mr.  Olney  died 
March  l,  1718.  His  children  were:  Lydia,  born 
April  30,  1688,  in  Swansea;  Pheb'e,  Oct.  29,  1689; 
Sarah,  Aug.  26,  1693;  Thomas,  Jan.  18,  1696; 

Elizabeth,  Jan.  29,  1698;  Anne,  March  26,  1700; 
Mary,  Feb.  25,  1702;  and  Obediah,  Feb.  14,  1710. 

(IV)  Thomas  Olney  (4),  son  of  Thomas  (3), 

born  Jan.  18,  1696,  married  Aug.  8,  1723,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Smith.  Mr.  Olney  inherited 
from  his  grandfather  the  north  part  of  the  Wens- 
cott  farm,  so  called',  which  included  the  mansion 
house  and  other  buildings.  This  farm,  or  a part 
thereof,  has  continued  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants  until  but  recently,  if  not  to  tbe  pres- 
ent time.  The  grave  of  iMr.  Olney  can  be  seen  in 
the  family  ground  on  the  farm  just  alluded  to  in 
North  Providence.  He  died  Dec.  7,  1758.  His 
children  were:  Joseph,  born  Dec.  12,  1724; 

Thomas,  July  29,  1726;  Isaac,  in  1728;  Ezra,  Nov. 
22,  1729;  and  Ithamar. 

(V)  Joseph  Olney,  son  of  Thomas  (4),  born 

Dec.  12,  1724,  married  iMartha  Hawkins,  and  died 
July  6,  1779.  They  had  children  as  follows:  Abi- 
gail, born  in  1752;  Stephen,  Oct.  12,  1755; 

Martha,  June  20,  1758;  Hezekiah,  in  March,  1761  ; 
Eve,  March  3,  1763;  and  James.  Mr.  Olney  bore 
the  title  of  major,  being  present  at  a skirmish  at  the 
battle  of  Rhode  Island,  and  on  his  return,  in  answer 
to  a question,  he  replied  he  had  “been  picking 
cherries,”  referring  to  the  British  Redcoats.  He 
owned  and  lived  upon  the  ancestral  farm  in  North 
Providence. 

(VI)  Hezekiah  Olney,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
Vlarch,  1761,  had  his  home  in  North  Providence, 
where  he  died  Nov.  28,  1820.  He  married  Phebe 
Smith,  and  they  had  two  children : Ethan,  born 
Feb.  22,  1789;  and  Smith,  born  in  1799. 

(\TI)  Ethan  Olney,  son  of  Hezekiah,  born 
Feb.  22,  1789,  married  IsMv.  14,  1811,  Elizabeth 
Sweet,  and  their  children  were : Eliza  A.,  who 
married  Henry  J.  Angell ; Jeremiah  S.,  born  in 
1819;  and  Phebe  N.,  who  married  Henry  Tread- 
well. 

(VIII)  Jeremiah  Smith  Olney,  son  of  Ethan, 
was  born  in  1819,  in  North  Providence,  where  he 
received  his  education  and  grew  to  manhood.  He 
made  farming  his  occupation  and  owned  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  North  Providence,  and  here  he 
continued  until  his  death  in  July,  1880,  being  buried 
in  the  family  plot  on  the  farm.  He  was  liberal  in 
his  religious  belief,  while  in  politics  he  adhered  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Olney 
married  Sarah  Spaulding,  born  June  9,  1812,  who 
died  in  June,  1846,  being  buried  in  North  Provi- 
dence. Two  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
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Lewis,  a farmer  who  died  Dec.  2,  1901,  in  Lincoln, 
married  Hannah  Kearney;  and  John  Spanlding. 

(IX)  John  Spaulding  Olney,  son  of  Jeremiah 
Smith,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  after  leaving  which  he 
worked  on  his  father’s  homestead  until  1868,  at 
which  time  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
there  locating  on  his  grandfather  Nathaniel 
Spaulding’s  farm  on  the  River  Road.  There  he 
has  been  located  to  the  present  time,  having  made 
many  improvements  on  the  place,  especially  in  the. 
way  of  buildings.  Mr.  Olney  gives  a great  deal 
of  attention  to  horse  dealing,  buying  the  animals 
in  the  West  by  the  carload  and  selling  them  in  the 
eastern  markets.  He  is  a great  lover  of  horse- 
riesh,  and  perhaps  there  is  not  a better  judge 
thereof  in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  has  dealt 
in  horses  for  the  past  forty  years,  and  for  half 
of  that  period  has  kept  a boarding  stable,  keeping 
principally  blooded  stock.  He  has  also  won  quite 
a reputation  as  a horse  trainer.  Mr.  Olney  is  a 
member  of  Lime  Rock  Pomona,  No.  22,  and  the 
State  Granges,  was  master  of  the  local  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Pomona,  his  wife  also  belonging  to  the 
latter  two  organizations  and  taking  a great  inter- 
est in  them.  In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Olney  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  was  for  five  years  -a  member  of 
the  Lincoln  town  council,  and  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  committee. 

On  Dec.  29,  1869,  Mr.  Olney  was  united  in 
married  to  Miss  Etta  Young,  a native  of  Kenne- 
bec, Maine,  daughter  of  Allen  Young,  and  to  this 
union  there  have  been  born  the  following  children ; 
Henry  Spaulding,  born  March  25,  1873,  is  at  home; 
Louis  A.,  born  Feb.  27,  1876,  an  electrical  en- 
gineer of  Pawtucket,  married  Mabel  W.  Wood ; 
Martin  W.,  born  June  6,  1879,  home;  and 

Albert  Smith,  born  Jan.  15,  1882,  a resident  of 
Providence,  married^  Eleanor  AI.  Mills,  of  Paw- 
tucket. 

ALBERT  SCOTT  GREENE,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Burrillville,  residing  at  Glen- 
dale, where  for  the  past  twenty  or  more  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  store  business  and  creditably 
held  positions  of  trust,  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, tracing  his  lineage  back  to  John  Greene 
(Surgeon),  who  came  from  Salisbury,  Wiltshire, 
England,  in  1635,  and  after  a brief  residence  in 
Boston  and  Salem,  located  in  Rhode  Island  in 
1636.  A more  complete  account  of  John  Greene 
and  his  descendants  appears  on  other  pages  of  this 
record. 

(I)  John  Greene,  Surgeon,  married  Joannah 
Tattersal. 

(II)  Major  John  Greene,  son  of  Surgeon 
John,  married  Anne  Almy. 

(III)  Captain  Samuel  Greene,  son  of  Major 
John,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1670,  and  resided  in  War- 
wick. In  1702  he  purchased  the  water-power, 
fulling  mill  and  land  attached  at  Apponaug,  town 


of  W'arwick.  He  was  captain  of  the  train  band 
in  Warwick,  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly,  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  Sept.  18.  1720,  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Gor- 
ton, in  1731,  their  children  being:  William,  who 
married  Catherine  Greene ; Mary,  who  married 
1 homas  Fry;  Samuel;  Benjamin,  who  married 
Almy  Angell ; and  Anne,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(IV)  Samuel  Greene,  son  of  Captain  Samuel, 
born  in  Warwick,  Oct.  22,  1700,  inherited  the  farm 
and  mill  property  at  Apponaug,  his  residence  being 
on  the  southwest  corner  lot  at  the  crossroads  in 
Apponaug.  He  operated  the  saw,  grist  and  fulling 
mills  until  his  death.  Sept.  15,  1780.  His  wife  was 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Joshua  Coggeshall,  of  East 
Greenwich,  and  was  a great-great-granddaughter  of 
John  Coggeshall,  who  came  from  England  in  1632. 
She  died  Eeb.  3,  1790,  in  her  eighty-sixth  year,  the 
mother  of  these  children : Samuel,  who  died  un- 
married; Almy,  who  married  Oliver  Arnold,  and 
resided  in  Warwick ; Joshua ; Mercy,  who  married 
John  W’alton,  of  Warwick  (who  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  as  did  his  son,  Samuel),  and 
had  a daughter,  Welthian  (who  married  William 
B.  King,  of  Johnston,  their  son,  Samuel  Ward 
King,  being  formerly  a physician  and  governor  of 
Rhode  Island  during  the  Dorr  Rebellion)  ; Caleb, 
who  inherited  the  mill  property  at  Apponaug,  and 
married  Mary  Tibbitts ; and  Christopher,  who 
married  Abigail  Davis,  and  inherited  the  homestead 
at  Apponaug. 

(V)  Joshua  Greene,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
at  Apponaug,  town  of  Warwick,  Feb.  24,  1730. 
He  was  married,  IMarch  30,  1753,  to  iMehitable, 
daughter  of  John  Manton,  of  Johnston.  Joshua 
Greene  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  Johnston  and 
Glocester.  He  and  his  wife  received  in  1757,  from 
her  father,  a farm  of  200  acres  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town  of  Glocester,  and  he  later  purchased 
other  property,  becoming  a large  land-holder.  He 
died  in  1795,  his  widow  surviving  until  Feb.  20, 
1810.  Their  children  were:  Samuel,  who  mar- 
ried Mehitable  Thornton,  and  resided  in  Johnston, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  farming;  Phebe,  who 
died  unmarried;  William,  who  died  young;  John; 
and  Mary,  who  married  (first)  George  Field  (who 
died  in  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  in  1796),  and  (sec- 
ond) Matthewson  W'illiams,  and  died  in  Johnston. 

(VI)  John  Greene,  son  of  Joshua,  was  born 
in  1766,  in  Glocester,  and  resided  there  until  about 
1815,  when  he  removed  to  Burrillville,  settling  on 
a farm  about  one  mile  south  of  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Glendale.  He  had  a large  farm,  and  was 
a successful  agriculturist,  having  more  than  a local 
reputation  as  a grower  of  fruit.  He  held  a few  of 
the  minor  offices  of  the  town,  and  died  iMarch  24, 
1838,  being  buried  in  a private  yard  on  his  farm. 
He  married  iMrs.  Philena  (Cook)  Southwick, 
daughter  of  Israel  Cook,  and  the  children  born  to 
this  union  were : David,  a boss  farmer  for  the 
Holland  Silk  Company,  at  Willimantic.  Conn., 
married  iMrs.  iMary  (Stearns)  Southwick;  Rem- 
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iiigton,  a carpenter  of  Burrillville,  died  there  un- 
married; Israel;  and  INlaria  A.  married  Seril  Wil- 
liams, a blacksmith  of  Burrillville,  later  removing 
to  Freeport,  111.,  where  both  died. 

(X’ll)  Israel  Greene,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1817,  in  Burrillville,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  town.  Fie  was  a natural  mechanic,  and 
followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  for  many  years, 
assisting  in  the  construction  of  the  mill  at  Glen- 
dale, erected  by  Anthony  Steere,  of  Glocester.  He 
erected  a house  on  a portion  of  his  father’s  farm, 
and  the  latter  years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to 
farming.  Israel  Greene  died  IMarch  7,  1879, 
was  huried  in  Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Chepachet. 
He  was  a Republican  in  political  faith,  and  a strong 
advocate  of  temperance.  He  married  Celina  J. 
Cooper,  born  in  Burrillville,  Nov.  22,  1811,  who 
died  July  29,  1881,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Eliza- 
beth (Luther)  Cooper.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  Israel  Greene  and  his  wife:  Charles 
Cooper,  born  Feb.  i,  1845,  died  Sept.  10,  1848; 
Albert  Scott,  born  March  15,  1847;  Charles  Nel- 
son, born  March  7,  1850,  died  Sept.  19,  1876,  un- 
married: John  Stephen,  born  Sept.  22,  1853,  now 
a peddler  residing  in  Burrillville,  married  Jan.  i, 
1878,  Sophronia  F.  Hawkes,  and  has  children, 
Nelson  S.  (born  Aug.  5,  1880,  married  Gertrude 
Harndon),  Clinton  K.  (born  Ang.  20,  1883), 

George  C.  (born  May  2,  1885),  Harriet  J.  (born 
Nov.  T.  1886),  Lillie  L.  (born  i\lay  19,  1890),  Mar- 
ion \'.  (born  Jan.  15.  1892,  died  Feb.  16,  1896), 
Edith  i\I.  (horn  Jan.  10,  1895),  Ruth  F.  (borii  May 
24,  1898),  and  Irene  B.  (born  Dec.  i,  1901). 

(\TH)  Albert  Scott  Greene,  son  of  Israel,  was 
born  IMarch  15,  1847,  in  Burrillville,  and  in  his  boy- 
hood, spent  in  hard  work  on  the  farm,  he  re- 
ceived limited  educational  advantages  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
went  to  Providence,  where  he  was  emj)loyed  as  a 
<lriver  and  conductor  on  the  horse-cars  between 
Providence  and  Pawtucket.  Inheriting  much  of 
his  father's  mechanical  genius  it  was  an  easv  mat- 
ter for  him  to  acquire  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  several  years  in  Providence,  but  in 
1872  he  returned  to  Burrillville,  and  settled  on  the 
homestead  farm,  carrying  on  farming  and  working 
at  his  trade.  Later  (Mr.  Greene  removed  to  Harris- 
ville,  where  for  two  years  he  conducted  a store, 
and  then  returned  to  the  home  farm,  a portion  of 
which  he  0]:)erated  for  five  years,  or  until  1887. 
At  this  time  he  erected  his  present  huilding  at 
Glendale,  and  he  has  since  conducted  a store.  Mr. 
Greene  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  active  members  of  his  party  in  the 
town.  He  was  elected  tax  collector  in  1894,  and 
with  the  exceptions  of  the  years  1895,  1896  and 
1899  has  since  held  that  office.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  a tax  assessor,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  year  1897  he  has  held  that  office.  He  has  also 
served  as  constable,  and  has  held  other  minor 
offices,  being  a well-known  auctioneer.  Mr.  Greene 


is  a charter  member  of  Olive  Branch  Lodge,  No. 
37,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Providence.  He  served  as 
trustee  of  the  Jesse  M.  Smith  Memorial  Fund,  and 
took  a deep  interest  and  active  part  in  the  erection 
of  the  memorial  building  at  Harrisville,  completed 
in  1906.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Church  at  Glen- 
dale, of  which  his  wife  is  also  a member. 

Mr.  Greene  was  united  in  marriage,  Nov.  3, 
1870,  v.'ith  Julia  (Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  born  Feb. 
8,  1847,  daughter  of  Emor  and  Melaura  (Mathew- 
son)  Mowry,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  numerous  families  of  that  town.  Having  no 
children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greene  have 
given  homes  to  and  reared  and  educated  several 
worthy  young  people,  upon  whom  they  have  be- 
stowed their  utmost  love  and  care.  Alartha  Chilson, 
a niece  of  IMrs.  Greene,  is  now  the  wife  of  Albert 
O.  Haines,  of  Providence.  Leon  H.  Paine  is  an  in- 
spector for  the  Xew'  England  Telephone  Company, 
at  Boston,  Mass.  Air.  and  Airs.  Greene  are  now 
rearing  Aliss  Erances  Kendall.  Albert  Scott  Greene 
and  his  wife  are  kind-hearted,  neighborly,  Christian 
people,  and  are  respected  and  esteemed  throughout 
the  community  in  which  they  reside. 

HON.  PHILIPPE  BOUCHER,  president  of 
La  Tribune  Publishing  Company,  of  Woon- 
socket, and  a leading  grocery  merchant  and  baker 
of  the  city,  is  a native  of  Canada,  born  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Barthelemi,  County  Berthier,  Province  of 
Quebec,  Alay  29,  1859. 

Air.  Boucher  attended  school  in  his  native  place 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Woon- 
socket, and  here  he  has  resided  to  the  present  time. 
After  coming  to  this  country  he  attended  school 
for  a time,  both  at  night  school  and  in  a private 
school.  His  first  employment  on  coming  to  Woon- 
socket was  in  the  Hamlet  mill,  and  later  in  the 
Social  mill.  In  1877  he  became  a clerk  with  D. 
Silvester,  in  the  grocery  business  in  the  Social  dis- 
trict, and  there  he  spent  three  years,  receiving  as 
wages  five  dollars  per  week.  In  1880  he  started 
in  business  for  himself,  in  partnership  with  Lewis 
H.  Plante,  on  Social  street,  and  the  same  year 
embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  on  Rath- 
bun  street.  He  continued  there  for  seven  years 
in  a successful  business,  and  in  1887  pi-irchased 
his  present  place  at  Nos.  14  and  16  Cumberland 
street.  Here  he  has  successfully  conducted  a 
grocery  business  for  over  twenty  years,  hav- 
ing added  dry  goods,  hoots  and  shoes  and  baking. 
Air.  Boucher  is  also  largely  interested  in  real  es- 
tate, and  at  present  owns  forty-five  tenements  and 
seven  store  buildings  in  the  Social  district.  His 
home  on  Wood  avenue  and  Elm  street  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  that  section  of  Woonsocket. 

Air.  Boucher  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  elected 
from  the  Fifth  ward  as  a member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil and  served  three  years,  three  years  as  alderman 
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and  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen  for  two 
years.  In  1894  he  was  elected  sewer  commissioner 
of  Woonsocket,  and  was  re-elected  in  1897.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1895-96-97  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  served  on  various  im- 
portant committees.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  La  Tribune  Publishing  Co.,  who  publish  the  only 
French  daily  paper  in  Rhode  Island,  and  is  presi- 
dent of  that  company.  He  is  a member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities,  appointed  by  Governor 
Dyer,  and  his  present  term  of  office  will  not  expire 
until  1910.  Mr.  Boucher  is  a member  of  St.  Jean 
Baptiste  Society  of  Woonsocket,  and  was  president 
thereof  for  a number  of  years.  He  is  now  treas- 
urer of  the  Union  St.  Jean  Baptiste  D’  Amerique; 
and  is  a member  of  the  Society  of  Peter  Pence, 
which  was  formed  in  1905,  and  of  which  he  was 
elected  president.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Business  Men’s  Association  of  Woonsocket,  and 
has  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Republican  State  League.  He  and  his  wife  and 
family  are  members  of  St.  Ann's  parish,  of  which 
he  is  a liberal  supporter.  He  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Producers  National  Bank 
and  board  of  investments  of  the  Producers  Savings 
Bank. 

In  1882  Mr.  Boucher  married  Dorimaine  Me- 
nard, daughter  of  Louis  Menard,  and  eleven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  seven  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  those  living  being : Lucia,  Dora, 
Florida  and  Febiola.  The  Boucher  family  are 
known  throughout  W oonsocket  and  are  very  popular 
with  all.  Mr.  Boucher's  honesty  and  strict  integrity 
are  known  to  all,  and  he  has  hosts  of  friends,  at- 
tracted to  him  through  his  genial,  kindly  manner, 
and  his  many  admirable  characteristics. 

IDE  (Providence  and  East  Providence).  The 
Ide  families  of  the  towns  named  and  of  the 
region  of  country  thereabouts  descend  from 
Nicholas  Ide,  an  early  settler  of  the  ancient 
Plymouth  Colony,  town  of  Rehoboth,  and  they 
have  been  a continuous  family  in  this  locality  from 
the  beginning. 

(I)  The  last  old-country  (doubtless  English) 
ancestor  of  the  American  Ide  family  under  con- 
sideration was  Nicholas  Ide  (or  Hyde).  He  died 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  leaving  a son 
Nicholas.  The  widow  of  Nicholas  the  elder  after- 
ward married  Thomas  Bliss,  of  Blestone,  near 
Okehampton,  Devonshire,  England.  Mr.  Bliss 
emigrated  to  America  in  1636,  taking  with  him  his 
stepson  Nicholas  Ide,  his  wife  (formerly  Mrs. 
Ide)  and  two  or  three  children  of  their  own.  He 
joined  an  uncle  at  Braintree,  and  in  a year  or  two 
moved  to  Hartford.  He  was  again  at  Weymouth 
near  Braintree,  and  in  about  1632  settled  in  Reho- 
both, Massachusetts. 

(H)  Nicholas  Ide  (2),  son  of  Nicholas  and 
stepson  of  Thomas  Bliss,  is  believed  to  have  been 
born  in  England  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 


to  have  come  to  America  with  his  stepfather  in 
1636,  to  have  lived  with  him  as  shown  above,  in 
Braintree,  to  about  1637,  tl’cn  in  Hartford  to  about 
1640,  and  at  Weymouth  about  1640-43,  and  to  have 
gone  with  him  about  the  autumn  of  1643  as  an 
early  settler  of  Rehoboth,  where  he  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  name  appears  first  in  the 
Rehoboth  records  as  drawing  for  land  April  9, 
1645  ; probably  attained  his  majority  about  this 
time,  which  would  make  the  date  of  his  birth  per- 
haps about  1624.  He  also  participated  in  subse- 
quent divisions  and  transfers  of  land  in  Rehoboth 
and  Attleboro  (which  was  immediately  north  of 
Rehoboth  and  settled  about  1668).  Fie  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  in  1648.  Fie  was  surveyor  of 
the  highways  in  Rehoboth  in  1662,  1669  and  1674. 
He  is  the  only  Ide  that  appears  in  lists  of  the  free- 
men of  New  Plymouth  Colony  in  1658  and  1670. 
In  the  records  the  name  is  variously  spelled  Hyde 
or  Hide  (in  the  earlier  years),  lyde,  Ide  and  lyd  ; 
he  appears  to  have  signed  the  name  lyde.  [From 
the  investigations  of  J.  B.  Nichols,  M.  D.] 

The  children  of  Nicholas  Ide,  born  at  Reho- 
both, were:  Nathaniel,  born  Nov.  ii,  1647;  Marv, 
born  Dec.  10,  1650,  married  Dec.  12,  1673,  Samuel 
F'uller,  and  after  his  death  probably  John  Red- 
away;  John,  born  December,  1652,  served  in  King 
Philip’s  war,  1675-76,  being  in  the  “Narragansett 
expedition,”  and  died  December,  1676;  Nicholas, 
born  November,  1654;  Martha,  born  October,  1656, 
married  Nov.  ii,  1681,  Samuel  Walker,  and  died 
August,  1700;  Elizabeth,  born  April  6,  1658; 

Timothy,  born  October,  1660;  Dorothy,  born  May 
14,  1662;  Patience,  born  May  25,  1664,  married 
Jan.  8,  1683,  Samuel  Carpenter;  Experience,  born 
October,  1665.  Martha  Ide,  wife  of  Nicholas  (2), 
died  or  was  buried  at  Rehoboth,  Nov.  3,  1676,  ami 
he  died  there  Oct.  18,  1690. 

(HI)  Nicholas  Ide  (3),  son  of  Nicholas  (2), 
born  November,  1654,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married 
Dec.  27,  1677,  at  Rehoboth,  Mary  Ormsbee.  She 
died  there  Sept.  9,  1690,  and  he  married  (second) 
Eliza  or  Elizabeth  Hewins.  Mr.  Ide  lived  first 
in  Rehoboth  and  later  in  Attleboro.  He  (or  pos- 
sibly his  father)  was  a soldier  in  King  Philip’s  war, 
1675-76,  under  Major  Bradford.  He  was  admitted 
a freeman  in  1682.  Latterly  he  bore  the  titles 
“Ensign”  and  “Lieutenant.'’  He  was  town  sur- 
veyor of  Attleboro  in  1697,  and  the  representative 
of  Attleboro  in  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
in  1713  and  1714.  He  is  said  to  have  died  June 
5,  1723.  His  children  were:  Nathaniel,  born  Nov. 
4,  1678,  in  Rehoboth,  died  March  4,  1703,  in  Attle- 
boro; Jacob,  born  July  4,  1681,  at  Rehoboth,  mar- 
ried at  Rehoboth,  Jan.  i,  1708,  Sarah  Perry; 
Martha,  born  Alarch  18,  1683.  at  Rehoboth,  mar- 
ried there  Nov.  8,  1705,  Zachariah  Carpenter; 
Patience,  born  May  12,  1686,  married  March  20, 
1712,  at  Rehoboth,  Benjamin  Ingraham,  and  died 
in  November,  1716;  John,  born  Aug.  27.  1690,  at 
Rehoboth,  married  at  Attleboro,  May  14,  1719, 
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INIehetabel  Robinson;  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  5,  1693, 
at  Rehoboth,  married  Nov.  29,  1716,  at  Attleboro, 
Elizabeth  Slack;  Nicholas,  born  July  21,  1697,  at 
Attleboro;  Nicholas  (2),  born  Dec.  27,  1703,  at 
Marblehead  (Attleboro  records). 

(III)  Timothy  Ide,  son  of  Nicholas  (2),  born 

in  October,  1660,  in  Rehoboth,  married  Dec.  20, 
1687,  at  Rehoboth,  Elizabeth  Cooper.  Mr.  Ide 
bore  the  title  of  “Ensign.”  In  1710  he  was  the 
representative  of  Rehoboth  in  the  General  Court. 
He  died  in  that  town  April  5,  1735,  and  his  widow 
Elizabeth  died  there  Feb.  8,  1745,  in  her  eighty- 
third  year?  Their  children  were;  Timothy,  born 
Oct.  i,  1688,  married  Dec.  20,  1716,  at  Rehoboth, 
Mary  Daggett;  Elizabeth,  born  March  18,  1690, 
married  at  Rehoboth,  Nov.  5,  1715,  Daniel  Read; 
Mary,  born  April  2,  1692,  married  at  Reho- 
both, May  21,  1713,  Ezekiel  Read;  Sarah, 

born  April  9,  1694;  Rachel  and  Experience 

(twins),  born  May  28,  1696;  Josiah,  born  Oct.  20, 
1698;  and  Daniel,  born  June  4,  1701.  Timothy 
Ide  died  April  5,  1735,  in  Rehoboth,  and  his  widow 
Elizabeth  passed  away  in  that  same  town  Feb.  8, 
1745,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  her  age. 

(IV)  Daniel  Ide,  son  of  Timothy  and  Eliza- 
beth, born  June  4,  1701,  married  Dec.  23,  1724, 
Hannah  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth,  IMass.,  and  their 
children  of  Rehoboth  town  record  were:  Rachel, 
born  Dec.  2,  1730;  Jonathan,  Aug.  2,  1733;  Ezra, 
Feb.  6,  1736-37;  and  Hannah,  April  22,  1738. 

(V)  Ezra  Ide,  *son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah, 
born  Feb.  6,  1736-37,  married  March  17,  1757, 
Sarah  Allen,  of  Rehoboth,  IMass.,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  Rehoboth  town  record  were : Hannah, 
born  Sept.  15,  1758;  Jonathan,  July  4,  1760;  Abel, 
June  28,  1762;  Sarah,  Jan.  20,  1764;  Deborah, 
Jan.  II,  1766;  Ezra,  Nov.  ii,  1767;  Eliphalet, 
Oct.  22,  1769;  and  Jacob,  Dec.  20,  1771. 

(VI)  Abel  Ide,  son  of  Ezra,  born  June  28, 
1762,  married  in  1787  (intentions  published  July 
22d  of  that  year)  Mrs.  Sukey  (or  Susannah) 
Phinney,  of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  and  their  children 
of  Rehoboth  town  record  were:  Timothy  Phinney, 
born  Aug.  19,  1789;  Temperance,  born  Feb.  10, 
1792;  Temperance  (2),  born  Aug.  3,  1794;  Jona- 
than, born  Sept.  2,  1796;  Jonathan  (2),  born  Jan. 
4,  1800;  Sukey,  born  June  12,  1802;  and  Daniel, 
born  Jan.  15,  1810,  of  Seekonk  town  record. 

(VTI)  Timothy  Phinney  Ide,  son  of  Abel, 
born  Aug.  19,  1789,  married  April  7,  1814,  Althea 
Tiffany,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  and  their  children  of 
Seekonk  town  record  were:  William  Tiffany,  born 
March  4,  1815;  Mary  Ann  Bullock,  born  Aug.  30, 
1817,  married  Daniel  H.  Leonard,  and  had  three 
children — jMary  Ide  (who  married  a Mr.  Tuttle), 
Flora  (who  married  Mr.  Coleman)  and  Charles 
H.  (of  Pennsylvania)  ; Henry  Abel,  born  April  25, 
1820;  Timothy  Phinney,  born  July  31,  1825,  died 
young. 

(VIII)  Capt.  William  Tiffany  Ide,  son  of 
Timothy  Phinney,  born  March  4,  1815,  married 


Jan.  I,  1840,  Sarah  Ann  Stone,  daughter  of  Henry, 
of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  died  Nov.  3,  1877,  and  she 
passed  away  June  3,  1890.  Their  children  were: 
Timothy  P.,  who  died  in  infancy;  George  Abel, 
born  Oct.  18,  1841,  living  in  Creston,  Iowa;  Wil- 
liam Tiffany,  born  May  27,  1843,  ^Lo  in  Creston; 
Henry  S.,  born  Dec.  28,  1846;  Sarah  W.,  born  Dec. 
12,  1848;  Frank  Augustus,  born  Dec.  12,  1850; 
Walter  Everett,  born  March  19,  1853 ; Althea  T., 
born  March  25,  1855 ; Howard  Emmons,  born 
Sept.  8,  1857;  Caroline  Lucina,  born  March  i, 
i860;  and  Anna  .Lucinda,  born  March  7,  1863. 

Capt.  William  Tiffany  Ide  was  a farmer  and 
quarryman  in  East  Providence,  where  he  was 
reared.  He  lived  upon,  and  owned,  what  was 
known  as  the  Walker  place  on  Pawtucket  avenue, 
which  he  had  inherited  from  his  father,  the  latter 
being  a large  landowner  of  Seekonk,  his  holdings 
so  large  than  he  could  walk  to  Providence  on  his 
own  land.  William  Ide  began  adding  to  his  in- 
heritance by  purchasing  ten  acres,  and  upon  it  he 
erected  the  buildings  which  now  comprise  the 
homestead.  He  afterward  added  to  the  original 
farm  from  time  to  time  until  he  had  about  200 
acres.  His  son,  Howard  E.,  now  owns  and  oc- 
cupies the  homestead.  The  farm  of  Henry  S.  was 
also  a part  of  the  old  farm  which  passed  out  of 
the  family,  but  was  afterward  bought  back  by 
Henry  S.  Capt.  Ide  was  a large  quarryman,  and 
furnished  the  stone  for  some  of  the  large  churches 
in  Providence,  such  as  St.  Joseph  Church  on  Hope 
street,  St.  John’s  on  North  Main  and  St.  Stephen’s 
on  George  streets.  Mr.  Ide  was  also  a large  land 
owner  in  Iowa,  his  landed  interests  consisting  of 
several  farms  and  large  unimproved  tracts.  In 
1874,  leaving  his  farming  interests  in  East  Provi- 
dence in  the  hands  of  his  son,  Henry  S.,  he  removed 
to  Union  country,  Iowa,  purchased  and  put  under 
improvement  a large  farm,  and  erected  a fine  set 
of  buildings.  He  became  much  interested  in  the 
new  county,  but  he  lived  only  two  years  to  enjoy 
its  growth  and  development.  While  in  Iowa  he 
used  to  purchase  and  ship  horses  and  a few  cattle 
to  the  Providence  markets.  In  this  his  son  Henry 
S.  was  associated  with  him.  He  was  a most  in- 
dustrious man,  and  as  a farmer  an  unusually  suc- 
cessful one.  His  success  was  wholly  of  his  own 
making.  He  was  a most  just  man  as  well  as  gener- 
ous. In  his  later  years,  he  seemed  much  interested 
in  giving  his  sons  a start  in  life  and  did  much  for 
them.  He  was  a devout  Christian  and  earnest 
church  man,  being  for  many  years  a member  of  the 
Newman  Congregational  Church  of  East  Provi- 
dence ; later  he  became  a member  of  the  Beneficent 
Congregational  Church  of  Providence.  He  also 
helped  build  the  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church, 
in  Highland  township.  Union  county,  Iowa.  He 
died  Nov.  3,  1877,  and  his  wife  passed  away  June 
8,  1890,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Howard  Emmons 
Ide. 

(IX)  Henry  S.  Ide,  son  of  Capt.  William 
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Tiffany,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead.  He  was 
educated  in  East  Providence  and  finished  in  tlie 
English  and  Classical  school  of  Alowry  & Goff',  in 
I’rovidence.  Leaving  school  when  seventeen-  years 
of  age,  he  went  home  on  the  farm  and  continued 
with  his  father.  He  had  no  distinct  interest  in  the 
business  until  his  father  went  to  Iowa.  He  had 
been  associated  with  the  latter  for  six  or  eight 
years  in  the  shipping  of  horses  from  Iowa,  and  when 
the  father  left  for  the  West  he  gave  his  son  what 
he  had  made  in  this  business.  Henry  S.  took  the 
old  farm  in  April,  1874,  for  five  years,  and  after 
that,  or  in  1879,  the  farm  was  divided,  the  father 
having  died  in  the  meantime.  In  1879  Air.  Ide 
bought  that  part  of  the  old  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  and  he  carried  on  the  old  quarry  up  to 
1905.  He  has  also  been  interested  in  road  build- 
ing, but  his  farming  has  been  his  principal  busi- 
ness, and  he  has  made  a fine  success  in  raising 
thoroughbred  cattle,  breeding  fine  Holsteins.  In 
1887  he  took  a herd  to  Nebraska  City,  which  he 
had  sold  for  $3,000  two  years  previously,  but  which 
he  kept  for  the  purpose  of  developing  them.  Since 
then  he  has  sold  many  nice  herds. 

Air.  Ide  is  much  interested  in  politics,  and  has 
been  a-  member  of  the  town  Republican  committee 
for  ten  years ; he  was  one  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee in  building  water  works  and  one  of  the  as- 
sessors of  water  tax  for  three  or  four  years.  He 
belongs  to  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church 
of  Providence.  j 

On  Sept.  29,  1874,  Air.  Ide  married  Jennie  A. 
Reed,  daughter  of  Gustavus  A.  and  Electa  (Alil- 
ler)  Reed,  of  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  her  great-grand- 
father and  grandfather  being  formerly  of  Dighton, 
Alass.,  but  later  of  Rehoboth,  where  Airs.  Lie’s 
family  lived.  Two  sons  have  blessed  this  union: 
William  Stone,  born  Sept.  3,  1876;  and  Gustavus 
Reed,  born  April  19,  1885,  who  is  at  home. 

(X)  William  Stone  Ide  studied  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Providence  and  was  a student  in  the 
School  of  Design,  of  Providence,  where  he  finished 
his  education.  He  then  studied  civil  engineering 
with  Samuel  AI.  Gray,  of  Providence,  who  was 
city  engineer  for  many  years.  He  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  United  States  Government  during  the 
Spanish  war,  and  later  with  Herring  & Fuller  of 
New  York  City,  being  in  charge  of  quite  a large 
piece  of  work  in  York,  Pa.,  and  he  is  now  with 
Greene  & Lockwood,  of  Boston,  Alassachusetts. 

On  Nov.  3,  1899,  he  married  Jessie  E.  Gray, 
a niece  of  Samuel  Al.  Gray,  and  daughter  of  Jesse 
E.  Gray.  They  have  one  son,  Kenneth  Gray,  born 
Dec.  10,  1903. 

EA/IERSON  F.  ASH,  one  of  the  respected 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Tiverton,  who  is  engaged 
in  operating  a dairy  farm,  is  a native  of  Newport, 
R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Alay  31,  1865,  son  of 
Thomas  E.  Ash. 

The  grandfather  of  Emerson  F.  Ash,  also 


named  d homas,  was  a native  of  England,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  this  he  followed 
in  Newport,  after  coming  to  America.  He  died 
in  that  city  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
IJis  son,  Thomas  E.,  born  in  Newport,  learned  the 
trade  of  printer  at  the  office  of  the  Newport 
Mercury,  and  was  later  engaged  in  business  for 
himself,  first  at  Boston,  where  he  operated  a job 
printing  office,  and  later  at  Germantown,  N.  Y., 
where  he  still  resides.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
second  wife  being  A'iolet  E.  Brown,  born  in  Lvn- 
don,  Vt.,  July  23,  1828,  daughter  of  John  Brown, 
and  she  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Emer- 
son Fuller  Ash. 

Emerson  F.  Ash’s  opportunities  for  an  edu- 
cation were  limited  to  the  public  schools  of  Tiver- 
ton, and  he  was  but  a child  when  he  came  to  the 
home  of  the  late  Isaac  G.  W hite,  with  whom  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  continued  with  Air.  Wdiite 
until  the  latter’s  death,  a few  years  prior  to  which 
he  came  into  possession  of  the  farm,  which  he  has 
operated  to  the  present  time.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
largest  dairy  farmers  of  the  town  of  Tiverton,  own- 
ing about  twenty-five  cows,  and’  he  also  operates 
a tract  of  about  forty  acres  in  Little  Compton,  on 
Windmill  Hill,  whicli  is  owned  by  his  wife.  In 
1907  Air.  Ash  purchased  the  Cory  farm  adjoining 
his  land,  which  comprises  about  sixty  acres. 

In  his  political  faith  Air.  Ash  is  a Republican, 
and  he  has  held  several  minor  town  offices.  Airs. 
Ash  is  a member  of  the  Four  Corners  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  Tiverton,  and  her  daughter  holds 
membership  in  Nonquit  Grange,  No.  31,  of  Tiver- 
ton. 

In  1888  Air.  Ash  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Aliss  Alary  Sophia  Wordell,  born  at  Little  Comp- 
ton, R.  I.,  daughter  of  Borden  W^ordell,  and  to 
this  union  came  a daughter,  Alabel  Violet,  born 
Alarch  14,  1889,  who  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  East  Greenwich  Academy,  from 
which  she  was  graduated  in  1904.  The  Ash  family 
enjoys  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  is  one  of 
the  well  known  families  of  Tiverton. 

LUKE  BLIVEN,  the  well  known  master  boat 
builder  of  Newport,  who  died  Oct.  10,  1907,  was 
one  of  that  city’s  honored  and  respected  citizens, 
having  resided  there  for  over  sixty  years.  He  was 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Feb.  20,  1826,  son  of 
Luke,  Sr.,  and  Eliza  (Gray)  Bliven. 

Luke  Bliven,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  where  he  was  born  in  1808.  In  early  life  he 
made  several  voyages  in  whaling  vessels,  but  later 
became  master  of  packets  running  between  Provi- 
dence and  New  York.  He  was  thus  occupied  for 
many  years,  but  finally  gave  up  the  sea  and  bought 
a farm  in  Somerset,  Alass.,  where  he  spent  his 
last  years,  passing  away  in  1888.  He  married  Eliza 
Gray,  daughter  of  William  Gray,  of  Newport,  and 
they  had  four  children,  namely ; Luke ; William, 
a mason  by  trade,  now  living  retired  in  East 
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Providence ; Alexander,  of  Providence,  formerly  a 
mason,  but  now  in  the  insurance  business;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  and  lives  ■ in  W orcester, 
Hass.  Capt.  liliven  was  a man  of  cjuiet,  unosten- 
tatious nature,  whose  kindliness  and  genial  man- 
ner won  him  a host  of  friends. 

Luke  Pliven,  son  of  Luke,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth 
(Grav)  Pliven,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Providence,  but  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
studies  when  only  ten  years  old.  bor  the  next  six 
vears  he  was  witli  his  father  on  the  packets  plying 
Long  Island  Sound  and  Xarragansett  Bay.  When 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Thomas  Thurston,  near  Eox  Point  Wharf,  Provi- 
dence, to  learn  boat-building,  but  conditions  were 
not  satisfactory,  and  after  one  year  the  young  man 
left  and  went  to  Newport.  He  possessed  a strong 
mechanical  bent,  and  was  very  soon  able  to  obtain 
work  as  a carpenter  with  Christopher  Pliven,  with 
whom  he  remained  several  years.  While  working 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  he  worked  on  the  first 
•'Ocean  House”  in  1846.  After  leaving  Mr. 
Pliven,  he  again  took  up  boat  building,  and  secured 
a position  in  the  ship-yard  of  Joseph  and  Silas 
Cottrell,  where  he  worked  for  the  next  eight  years. 
Another  break  in  his  pursuit  of  this  occupation 
then  occurred,  and  he  spent  several  years  engaged 
in  fishing.  Put  in  i860  -Mr.  Pliven  finally  went 
into  the  ship  building  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  was  ever  afterward  successfully  engaged 
at  it  on  Spring  Mdiarf,  where  he  worked  either  as 
emplove  or  employer  until  his  death.  He  had  from 
three  to  ten  men  under  him  and  built  boats  of  vari- 
ous sizes  and  kinds,  cat  boats,  row  boats,  skiffs, 
etc.  Advancing  years  did  not  keep  him  at  home, 
and  he  was  steadily  at  work  in  his  shop  until  a 
few  days  before  his  death.  ‘‘He  was  a good  boat- 
builder.  He  was  an  honest  man,  and  that  meant 
that  his  boats  were  of  the  best  materials,  substantial 
and  well  built,  and  of  the  kind  that  last.  * * * 

He  was  called  ‘grandfather'  by  all  the  youngsters 
who  went  down  to  the  wharf,  and  whom  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  taking  out  for  sails  in  his  big  cat 
boat  ‘Hazel,’  which  at  times  looked  like  a fioating 
children's  home  as  she  went  up  the  bay  on  a pleasant 
day  in  summer.  This  was  his  one  recreation  and 
pleasure.  He  had  been  in  the  ‘Hazel’  well  up  the 
Hudson  river,  and  how  such  an  old  man  could 
alone  handle  such  a large  craft  was  a wonder  to 
manv,  but  Mr.  Pliven  thought  nothing  of  handling 
her  alone.” 

Mr.  Pliven  was  married  in  1851  to  iMiss  Eliza 
Xewbert,  of  Maine,  who  died  in  Newport,  in  1895. 
Of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union,  the  young- 
est two  died  in  childhood.  Walter  S.  H.,  the  first 
born,  is  a carjicnter  by  trade.  He  married  Ruth 
Brown,  and  has  had  a family  of  fourteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  are  living.  Arabelle,  the  second 
child  of  Luke  and  Eliza  Pliven,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, married  Garrett  Kirwin,  of  Newport. 

r^Ir.  Pliven  never  participated  actively  in  po- 


litical life,  but  was  a firm  adherent  of  Republican 
princijiles.  He  chose  to  serve  his  city  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  volunteer  fire  department,  with  hand 
engine  No.  7,  and  did  good  work  in  this  way  for 
thirty-two  years,  also  serving  for  a long  time  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department,  a position 
in  which  his  previous  experience  made  him  most 
efficient.  In  his  long  years  of  residence  in  Newport 
Mr.  Pliven  won  an  assured  place  in  the  esteem* of 
his  fellow  citizens. 

\\  ILLIAAl  F.  PRAYTON.  For  more  than 
two  centuries  and  a half  the  name  of  Prayton  has 
been  a familiar  one  in  the  annals  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  many  of  the  family  have  played  conspicuous 
parts  in  her  history.  For  generations  they  have 
made  their  home  in  Newport  county,  principally 
in  the  section  in  and  around  the  towns  of  Tiverton 
and  Portsmouth. 

(I)  Francis  Prayton  was  born  in  1612,  and  he 
died  in  1692.  He  was  received  an  inhabitant  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1643,  made  a freeman  in 
1655,  was  commissioner  in  1662-63,  deputy  in 
1669-70-71-79  and  1684.  By  his  wife  iMary  he  had 
six  children:  Francis,  iMary,  Stephen,  iMartha, 
Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 

(II)  Francis  Prayton  (2)  was  made  a free- 
man of  Portsmouth  April  30,  1672.  On  March  18, 
1671,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Fish.  His  death  occurred  Jan.  30,  1718,  and 
that  of  his  wife  April  4,  1747.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  born  Jan.  i,  1676;  Thomas,  June 
14,  1681;  Francis,  iMarch  17,  1684;  David,  Oct. 
23,  1686;  Alehitabel,  Jan.  12,  1693;  and  Benjamin, 
Sept.  8,  1695. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Prayton,  youngest  son  of 
h'rancis  (2),  resided  in  Portsmouth,  and  probabl)- 
also  at  one  time  in  Tiverton.  He  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1717.  On  Nov.  12,  1719,  he  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Zaccheus  and  Sarah  Putts,  and 
to  this  union  children  were  born  as  follows : David, 
Aug.  5,  1720  (of  both  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton 
record);  Benjamin,  Oct.  23,  1722;  Rebecca,  Jan. 
23,  1724-25;  Sarah,  Jan.  19,  1725-26;  Francis,  Aug. 

1730  (all  of  Tiverton  town  record).  Benja- 
min Prayton  died  April  2,  1749. 

(lY)  David  Prayton  married  Nov.  25,  1742, 
Deborah  Borden,  and  the  Tiverton  town  records 
give  their  children  as  follows:  Mary,  born  Nov. 
12,  1744;  David,  Nov.  18,  1750:  David  (2),  Aug. 
20.  1753;  Deborah,  Oct.  17.  1754:  Amey,  A])ril 
26,  1756;  Mary  (2),  Dec.  28.  1757;  and  Borden, 
i\Iay  25,  1760. 

(\')  Borden  Prayton  was  married  Sept.  12. 
1784,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Remington. 
I'hev  lived  in  Tiverton  where  the  town  records  show 
their  children  to  have  been  : Deborah,  born  May 
-3’  0^5:  Thomas,  Dec.  30,  1786;  Innocent,  Feb. 
II,  1789;  Abigail,  Jan.  27,  1791;  David,  Oct.  16, 
1792;  Hannah,  May  9,  1794;  Francis,  March  20, 
1797;  Sarah,  July  18,  1799;  Patience,  Nov.  6,  1802; 
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Borden,  Oct.  29,  1804;  and  Mary,  June  10,  1808. 

(VI)  Borden  Brayton  (2)  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  Tiverton  and  made  farming  his  life 
calling.  He  owned  a farm  at  the  point  now  known 
as  the  Four  Corners,  where  he  lived  to  a ripe  old 
age.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  a Republican.  He  married  Abby 
Craves,  a native  of  Tiverton.  She  was  also  a 
Baptist,  and  after  her  death  was  buried  beside  her 
husband  in  the  Baptist  cemetery.  They  had  nine 
children,  namely:  Benjamin,  who  died  at  Tiver- 
ton ; Abraham,  who  died  in  California ; Borden, 
who  died  in  the  Sandwich  Islands;  John,  a black- 
smith living  at  Fall  River,  Mass. ; Willard  S., 
mentioned  below ; Alary,  who  married  Ephraim 
Sanford,  and  died  in  Tiverton;  Thomas,  a farmer 
now  living  at  Westport,  Alass. ; Gardner,  a soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  who  died  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
and  Patience,  who  married  John  Alanchester,  of 
New  Jersey,  where  they  reside. 

(VH)  Willard  S.  Brayton  was  born  on  the 
farm  in  Tiverton,  Dec.  29,  1838,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools.  Fie  was  hardly  more  than 
a boy  when  his  father  died,  and  he  early 
became  accustomed  to  farm  work.  For  some 
time  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  worked 
by  the  month  for  neighboring  farmers.  From 
Tiverton  he  went  to  Portsmouth,  and  for 
fifteen  years  he  was  engaged  there  in  fishing,  prin- 
cipally for  menhaden.  Since  that  time  he  has  again 
been  occupied  at  farming,  and  has  made  his  home 
in  Portsmouth.  He  belongs  to  the  Alethodist 
Church  there,  and  in  politics  is  a strong  Republi- 
can. Air.  Brayton  married  Aliss  Alice  A.  Dyer, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Dyer,  of  Portsmouth,  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  namely : Two  boys, 
who  died  in  childhood  ; Aliss  Emma  L.,  at  home ; 
and  'Wdlliam  Franklin. 

(XTIl)  William  F.  Brayton  was  born  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Sept.  5,  1863.  He  attended 
school  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  from 
that  time  until  1890  working  on  his  father’s  farm. 
In  the  latter  year  he  rented  the  George  N.  Dennis 
farm,  a tract  of  sixteen  acres,  and  has  since  made 
market  gardening  his  principal  occupation,  supply- 
ing the  markets  at  Fall  River,  Alass.  In  1898,  at 
Portsmouth,  he  married  Aliss  Lillian  Louise  Den- 
nis, only  daughter  of,  George  N.  and  Adelaide 
A'ictoria  Louise  (Alonroe)  Dennis.  Mrs.  Brayton's 
parents  made  their  home  with  her  after  her  mar- 
riage, and  her  father  died  there  Dec.  9,  1892.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Brayton  have  three  daughters,  Clara  L., 
Edna  D.  and  Alice  N. 

The  Republican  party  in  Portsmouth  has  ever 
found  one  of  its  strongest  supporters  in  William 
F.  Brayton.  He  was  elected  to  the  town  council 
in  1892,  and  served  as  a member  of  that  body  for 
seven  years,  during  which  period  the  Fall  River 
street  railway  was  built  through  the  town.  In 
April,  1899,  he  was  chosen  town  clerk,  to  succeed 
the  late  Philip  B.  Chase,  who  had  occupied  that 
142 


position  for  the  preceding  forty  years.  For  the 
last  several  years,  however,  of  the  term.  Air.  Bray- 
ton had  practically  discharged  all  the  duties  of  the 
office,  as  Air.  Chase  was  advanced  in  years.  Air. 
Brayton  fills  the  position  with  great  ability  and 
gives  general  satisfaction  by  his  services,  for  he 
is  ])ainstaking  and  careful,  while  in  addition  he  is 
a fine  penman.  He  has  also  served  the  town  in 
other  capacities,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  public 
library  of  Portsmouth,  and  in  every  line  of  work 
shows  himself  a man  of  sound  judgment,  in  the 
aft'airs  of  his  family,  home  and  town  alike.  Air. 
Brayton  is  a member  of  the  A.  ().  U.  W.,  Lodge  No. 
40,  of  Portsmouth,  in  which  for  several  years  he  has 
held  the  office  of  recorder.  His  religious  principles 
are  embraced  in  the  Golden  Rule. 

LEWIS  FOSTER  COOK,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  at  Woonsocket,  R. 
1.,  of  which  he  had  been  a resident  for  over  sixty- 
six  years,  was  one  of  the  best-known  men  of 
the  city.  He  was  born  Sept,  i,  1824,  at  A\'est 
Wrentbam,  Alass.,  in  the  old  Job  Jenckes  house,  so 
called  (Air.  Jenckes  being  tbe  founder  and  builder 
of  Jenckesville,  in  the  little  village  of  Woonsocket),, 
a son  of  Abner  and  Betsey  (Barney)  Cook. 

Abner  Cook  was  also  born  at  West  Wrentbam, 
Alass.,  where  he  followed  various  occupations, 
many  of  them  shared  by  the  substantial  men  of  his 
day.  These  included  farming,  charcoal  burning, 
wood  chopping  and  fishing,  his  recreations  being 
hunting  both  bees  and  wild  game.  He  owned  a 
sixty-acre  tract  of  land  on  which  he  reared  a large 
family.  He  died  aged  fifty-five  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Rockville  cemetery.  He  married  Betsey 
Barney,  who  was  born  at  Swansea,  Alass.,  and  she 
survived  until  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight. 
She  was  buried  at  Rockville.  The  family  of  Abner 
and  Betsey  (Barney)  Cook  were:  (i)  Harriet, 
who  married  William  S.  Grant,  died  Feb.  15,  1871, 
and  is  buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery.  (Her  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Charles  J.  White, 
D.  D.,  being  the  first  preached  by  bim  after  he  set- 
tled in  Woonsocket.)  (2)  Lewis  Foster.  (3) 
Abner  and  (4)  Betsey  were  twins,  the  former  of 
whom  died  at  South  Franklin,  Alass.,  Alay  4,  1903, 
and  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Butterfield, 
of  Woonsocket.  (5)  Frank.  (6)  Hannah  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Darling,  of  Woonsocket.  (7)  Ed- 
win is  of  North  Smithfield,  R.  I.  (8)  Henry  lives 
at  Rakeville,  Alass.  (9)  Hiram  resides  in  Belling- 
ham, Alass.  (10)  Louise  is  the  wife  of  Philip 
Hancock,  of  Bellingham,  Alass.  (ii)  and  (12) 
died  in  infancy. 

Lewis  Foster  Cook  was  the  eldest  son  in  the 
family,  and  until  he  was  fifteen  year,s  old  he  assisted 
on  the  home  farm  and  attended  school  in  W'est 
Wrentham,  his  home  training  being  such  as  to 
make  him  an  industrious,  moral,  self-reliant  youth. 
On  Alarch  i,  1840,  he  left  what  had  been  a very 
good  borne,  and  located  at  Woonsocket,  where  he 
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started  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  This  flour- 
ishing and  prosperous  city  was  then  but  a village, 
and  -Mr.  Cook,  in  recalling  the  business  men  who 
then  lived  there,  found  that  there  were  but  few 
left. 

Mr.  Cook  flrst  found  employment  on  complet- 
ing the  construction  of  the  L niversalist  Church, 
and  he  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  band  of  work- 
men which  put  up  what  was  then  considered  a very 
fine  building.  For  some  forty-flve  years  he  con- 
tinued to  work  at  his  trade,  and  many  specimens  of 
his  skill  still  stand  on  the  streets  of  Woonsocket. 
1-ur  some  years  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming, 
having  acquired  considerable  valuable  land  neai  the 
citv,  and  he  was  also  interested  in  a fuel  business. 
He  had  the  reputation  of  never  enjoying  an  idle 
moment  and  he  attributed  his  superb  health  and 
remarkable  vitalitv  to  the  fact  that  he  always  kept 
mind  and  bodv  fully  occupied,  and  that  strict  tem- 
perance in  all'  that  the  word  implies  was  his  rule 

for  life.  . 

Mr.  Cook  was  married  Aug.  17,  1845,  Fhila 
H.  Grant,  a native  of  Cumberland,  daughter  cf 
W’illard  and  Mary  (Harris)  Grant,  and  three  sons 
have  been  born  to  them,  viz.:  (i)  Edgar  L.,  a 
farmer  at  West  Wrentham,  ^lass.,  married  Ida 
Greenup,  and  their  only  son,  Homer  I.,  married 
Alice  Whipple,  daughte'r  of  George  Whipple^  and 
has  two  children,  Dorothy  and  Mabel.  (2)  Frank 
(J..  who  married  iMary  Glennon,  of  Milford,  Mass., 
and  had  three  children,  Lewis  O.,  Earl  G.  and 
Margaret,  is  now  deceased.  (3)  Albert  A.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  in  Woon- 
socket, married  Mary  Olwell,  and  she  died  in 
1895,  leaving  one  daughter,  Alice  May. 

Mr.  Lewis  F.  Cook  was  inclined  to  be  a Re- 
publican, but  frequently  put  aside  party  bias  and 
voted  for  the  man  he  judged  best  suited  for  the 
position.  He  was  elected  councilman  on  the  Citi- 
zens’ ticket,  and  was  one  of  the  first  board  of 
councilmen  for  Woonsocket,  serving  with  Joseph 
L.  Brown,  James  C.  Molten,  George  Grant  and 
Ciinton  Puffer,  the  latter  being  chairman.  He  also 
served  one  year  as  assessor.  While  his  religious 
belief  probably  did  not  coincide  entirely  with  any 
church  dogma,  it  is  an  inspiring  and  beautiful  one, 
and  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  it  in  his  own  preg- 
nant words;  “I  believe  in  a Supreme  Being,  all 
powerful,  having  all  knowledge,  being  all  wise, 
unchangeable  and  without  the  least  shadow  of 
turning,  and  the  earth  is  His  footstool  and  on  it 
He  has  built  a great  stage,  and  on  the  stage  He  has 
])ut  the  human  race  and  assigned  a part  for  each 
one  to  play  in  the  great  play  of  life,  and  the  play 
will  be  perfect  because  the  great  Author  is  perfect.’’ 
During  his  long  and  useful  life  i\lr.  Cook  stood 
uprightlv  among  his  fellow  men  and  as  the  shadows 
began  to  fall  he  looked  with  undimmed  vision  to 
the  Great  Beyond.  He  was  gifted  with  poetical 
talent  and  some  of  his  poems  are  pervaded  with 
most  beautiful  sentiments,  and  they  are  well  worthy 


of  being  preserved  in  a volume.  ]\Ir.  Cook  died 
Oct.  9,  1906,  and  Mrs.  Cook  survived  him  until 
March  30,  1907,  when  she  passed  away,  aged  eighty 
years. 

ALAXSON  STEERE  was  distinctively  one  of 
the  self-made  men  of  the  period.  His  life  covered  a 
period  of  more  than  eighty  years,  and  was  one  of 
incessant  activity  and  usefulness.  He  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  Sept.  2,  1810,  and  was 
a descendant  of  John  Steere,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Steere  was  born  in  1634  in  England. 
He  is  of  record  in  Providence  in  1660,  on  May 
9th  of  which  year  he  was  granted  land  for  a house. 
In  1660  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Wittenden  (Wickenden),  intention  of  mar- 
riage published  Oct.  27th  of  that  year.  He  was  ac- 
cepted as  a freeman  Eeb.  18,  1661,  was  town  ser- 
geant in  1663  made  freeman  in  1672.  He  died 
Aug.  27,  1724,  and  his  wife  later  than  1705.  Their 
children  were. : John,  Sarah,  Dinah,  Thomas, 
James,  Ruth,  William,  Anne  and  Samuel. 

(II)  Lieut.  John  Steere,  believed  to  have  been 
the  eldest  of  the  sons  of  John  Steere,  the  settler, 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  between  1661  and 
1670.  He  married  Esther  Whitman,  daughter  of 
Valentine  and  Mary  Whitman,  of  Providence,  and 
they  were  residents  of  the  latter  town  and  later  of 
that  part  of  it  which  became  Smithfield.  He  died 
Jan.  5,  1727,  less  than  three  years  after  the  death  of 
his  father.  His  inventory  of  real  estate  amounted 
to  £729  (including  his  house  and  land  where  he  last 
dwelt — ^540),  and  his  personal  estate  to  i2ii,  iis. 
lod.  His  widow  Esther,  who  was  the  administra- 
tor of  his  movable  estate,  died  Aug.  21,  1748,  in 
Smithfield.  Their  children  were : John,  Hosea, 
Idezekiah,  Wickenden,  and  perhaps  Esther.  Mr. 
Steere  in  1724  was  styled  lieutenant, 

(HI)  Hosea  Steere,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  born 
about  1702,  became  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Glo- 
cester, R.  I.  He  was  made  a freeman  as  early  as 
1724,  with  his  brother  John.  He  was  the  adminis- 
trator of  both  his  father’s  and  mother’s  estates.  He 
was  living  as  late  as  1772.  The  Christian  name  of 
his  wife  was  Sarah.  His  children  were : Enoch, 
Noah  and  John. 

(IV)  Noah  Steere,  son  of  Hosea,  was  married 
three  times.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not 
known.  He  wedded  (second)  Sally  Cady,  of  Kill- 
ingly.  Conn.,  and  (third)  Ruth  Wilbur,  of  Smith- 
field,  R.  I.  He  was  a farmer  and  resided  in  the 
town  of  Glocester.  R.  I.  His  father  deeded  to  him 
in  1763  some  twenty-three  acres  of  land  near  the 
Smithfield  line.  His  dwelling-house  is  described 
in  the  assessment  roll  in  1798  as  being  39x24  feet 
in  area,  one  story,  with  a crib  and  two  acres,  value 
$200.  His  barn  and  thirty-three  acres  of  land,  the 
latter  bounding  northerly  on  Stephen  Evans  and 
east  on  the  seven-mile  line,  was  valued  at  $418.  His 
homestead  was  about  a mile  east  of  Harmony,  near 
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Benedict  Burlingame’s  house.  He  died  April  4, 
1810.  His  children  were:  Levi  (born  to  the  first 
marriage),  Hosea,  Noah,  John,  Barney,  Phebe  (all 
born  to  the  second  marriage),  Benedict  and  Mary 
Ann. 

(V)  Hosea  Steere,  son  of  Noah,  born  July  ii, 
i784,  married  in  1808  Hannah,  daughter  of  Nehe- 
miah  Tinkham,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  they  lived 
in  Glocester.  ]Mrs.  Steere  was  born  March  14, 
1786,  and  died  March  13,  1869.  IMr.  Steere  died 
April  14,  1866,  in  Glocester,  and  is  buried  there. 
He  was  first  a carpenter  and  millwright,  and  later 
went  to  sea  on  a whaler.  He  also  visited  Russia 
and  Holland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steere  had  children 
as  follows:  Eliza,  born  June  6,  1809;  Alanson, 
Sept.  2,  1810;  Julia  Ann,  Nov.  ii,  1811;  Phebe, 
Oct.  29,  1813;  Otis,  April  26,  1815;  Lydia,  March 
9,  1817;  Susan  W.,  Feb.  18,  1819;  Plannah  A.,  Jan. 
23.  1821;  John,  Oct.  3,  1823;  Martha,  Jan.  22, 
1827;  Maria  E.,  Sept.  29,  1828;  and  Sarah,  July 
7,  1830. 

(\"I)  Alanson  Steere  in  early  youth  attended 
such  schools  as  the  community  afforded,  and  from 
the  schoolhouse  he  entered  upon  the  active  pursuits 
and  duties  of  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  April, 
1826,  he  began  with  his  father  at  building  mills, 
and  worked  upon  a number  of  such  structures  in 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  This  continued 
until  1838,  when  he  and  his  brother,  Otis  Steere, 
purchased  the  new  mill  property  at  Kent  Corners, 
in  the  town  of  Scituate,  fitted  it  up  with  the  neces- 
sary machinery  and  began  spinning  cotton  yarns, 
continuing  there  until  1847.  They  then  disposed 
of  the  property  to  Ralph  & Field,  and  in  the  same 
year  he  removed  to  Phenix,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  su- 
perintendent of  a mill,  but  at  the  expiration  of  one 
year  he  and  his  brother  again  began  manufacturing 
on  their  own  account.  They  rented  the  Brown  mill 
in  the  town  of  Johnston  and  there  manufactured 
cotton  cloth.  After  four  and  one-half  years  at 
that  location  they  removed  to  Chepachet,  R.  I., 
where  they  operated  the  mill  of  Samuel  Hunt. 
.Here  they  were  more  than  usually  successful  and 
conducted  business  until  1856,  when  they  leased  the 
mill  of  Thomas  P.  Remington  and  Isaac  Saunders, 
at  Rockland.  This  property  later  became  the  prop- 
erty of  Mr.  Steere  and  his  son  under  the  firm  name 
of  A.  Steere  & Son,  and  a successful  business  was 
conducted  for  many  years.  Under  the  capable  and 
efficient  management  of  Mr.  Steere  the  business 
was  more  than  doubled,  the  number  of  looms  and 
employees  greatly  increased.  In  addition  he  built 
another  mill,  and  so  improved  the  entire  village  as 
to  leave  it  almost  of  his  own  creation. 

Mr.  Steere  was  also  active  in  political  move- 
ments and  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  in  1840,  and  was  ever  afterward  a stanch 
Republican.  Had  he  sought  or  even  permitted  him- 
self a public  career,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
would  have  ascended  to  more  than  the  ordinary 
heights.  He  was  a member,  of  the  town  council 


for  four  years,  and  was  president  or  chairman  of 
that  body.  In  1865  iio  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  and  re-elected  until  1869,  when,  for  busi- 
ness reasons,  he  was  obliged  to  declinr  further  hon- 
ors. While  representing  the  people  in  the  General 
Assembly  he  prepared  a petition  to  the  Legislature 
for  a railroad  charter,  the  line  to  run  from  Provi- 
dence through  the  towns  of  Scituate  and  Foster  and 
west  to  Springfield,  Mass.  He  succeeded  in  getting 
the  legislative  enactments  relative  to  it  and  for  more 
than  twenty  years  he  persistently  and  tenaciously 
advocated  the  enterprise,  and  it  may  be  truly  said 
that  the  present  line,  running  nearly  over  the  route 
of  his  selection,  is  the  result  of  his  years  of  effort. 
A number  of  times  Mr.  Steere  was  sent  as  a dele- 
gate to  various  State  conventions,  and  in  1872  he 
was  a delegate  to  the  National  convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, where  General  Grant  was  made  the  nomi- 
nee for  his  second  term. 

Mr.  Steere  was  married,  Feb.  14,  1836,  to  Julia, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Freelove  Wescott,  of 
Coventry,  R.  I.  Mrs.  Steere  died  April  8,  1887. 
One  daughter  and  two  sons  were  born  to  this 
union:  Sarah  F.,  born  Feb.  18,  1838;  Hiram,  born 
April  29,  1842,  who  died  June  20,  1872;  and  By- 
ron L.,  born  March  5,  1846,  who  died  April  4, 
1902. 

Mr.  Steere  donated  much  of  his  time,  money 
and  ability  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the  public  in- 
stitutions of  his  community;  was  active  in  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  a member  of  the  Temple 
of  Honor,  and  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  In 
1866  he  became  a member  of  Hamilton  Lodge,  No. 
15,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  master  of  the  lodge 
one  year  and  treasurer  for  twenty-three  years ; he 
was  a charter  member  of  Scituate  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  8,  organized  in  1867,  and  was  its 
treasurer  from  its  beginning  until  his  death. 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  nar- 
rative, Mr.  Steere  was  in  every  particular  a self- 
made  man,  and  his  success  was  due  entirely  to  his 
own  energy,  perseverance,  industry  and  intelli- 
gence. He  was  universally  respected  and  every- 
where esteemed.  He  was  noted  for  his  uniform 
courtesy  toward  his  fellow  men ; his  personal  integ- 
rity ; his  generous  and  sympathetic  nature ; his  con- 
sistent and  temperate  life ; his  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
education  and  temperance ; his  private  charities 
and  benefactions.  In  morals  and  religion  he  was 
fixed  and  firm.  With  him  there  was  a right  and  a 
wrong.  Between  the  affirmative  and  the  negative 
there  was  with  him  no  border  land.  His  morality 
never  abated.  Mr.  Steere  died,  mourned  by  the 
hundreds  who  loved  and  admired  him,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1894. 

Hiram  Steere,  son  of  Alanson,  born  April  29, 
1842,  married  Elizabeth  A.  Bishop,  of  Scituate,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  who  are 
now  Mrs.  Frederick  Potter  and  Mrs.  Anthony  At- 
wood, of  Providence,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Frederick  Ar- 
nold, of  Newport.  Hiram  Steere  was  associated 
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with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  industries,  and  was  a 
young  man  of  much  popularity  and  promise.  He 
died  June  20,  1872. 

Bvrox  L.  Steere,  the  second  son  of  Alanson, 
was  born  ^ I arch  5,  1846,  and  was  for  some  years 
a member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Steere  & Son.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  the  business  of  the  firm 
was  closed,  and  Byron  became  a resident  of  Caii- 
fornia,  where  he  was  called  in  settlement  of  the  es- 
tate of  an  uncle  who  had  willed  him  considerable 
property.  Later  he  returned  to  Providence,  where 
he  was^a  resident  at  the  time  of  his  death,  April  4, 
1902.  i\Ir.  Steere  was  married,  but  left  no  descend- 
ants. 

Sar.ui  F.  Steere,  the  only  surviving  member 
of  the  family  of  Alanson  Steere,  and  the  eldest  of 
his  children,  was  born  Feb.  18,  1838.  After  the 
death  of  her  mother  she  became  both  mother  and 
daughter  to  her  father  and  more  than  sister  to  her 
brother.  Tenderly  she  ministered  to  the  desires  and 
wants  of  her  father,  making  much  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  add  to  his  comfort  and  to  render  to  him 
and  her  brother  such  assistance  as  was  in  her 
power,  and  which  was  no  small  measure.  She  is 
a lady  of  many  Christian  virtues,  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  her  and  beloved  by  those  fortunate  in 
knowing  her  best.  i\Iiss  Steere  resides  at  the  old 
homestead  at  Rockland,  in  the  town  of  Scituate, 
Rhode  Island. 

JOHN  SFMPSON  KESSON  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  florists  and  gar- 
deners of  Newport.  He  was  a native  of  Scotland, 
born  in  Edinburgh,  July  29,  1836.  Until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  attended  the  Scotch  na- 
tional schools,  and  in  1850  began  his  long  career  as 
a gardener  and  florist.  He  gained  his  first  ac- 
quaintance with  floriculture  on  the  estate  of  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh,  where  he  remained  till  he  was 
twenty-one.  On  reaching  his  majority  he  came  to 
America  and  almost  immediately  secured  a position 
as  gardener  on  the  estate  of  Daniel  B.  Fearing. 
After  nine  years  there  he  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  grounds  which  the  late  Philip  Caswell  had  just 
purchased  in  Middletown,  near  the  Newport  city  line, 
and  this  position  he  retained  until  his  death,  a pe- 
riod of  twenty-three  years.  He  laid  out  the  grounds, 
and  superintended  the  building  of  the  greenhouses, 
which  were  the  largest  in  or  about  Newport  at  that 
time.  He  was  thoroughly  posted  on  his  line  of 
work,  and  a recognized  authority  on  hot  house 
plants  and  botany. 

On  Nov.  29,  t86o,  Mr.  Kesson  married  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Oakley) 
Bluck,  of  Newport.  Mrs.  Kesson’s  father  was  an 
Englishman,  and  by  trade  a gardener.  The  chil- 
dren of  John  S.  and  Mary  A.  Kesson  were : .Sarah, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Maitland,  wife  of  John 
Allan,  of  Newport,  and  mother  of  Sarah  Stanton, 
Bertha  Rea,  William,  Christina,  John  S.  and 


Frances  W. ; James  Edward,  who  married  Etta 
M.  White,  of  Middletown,  R.  I,,  and  is  a gardener 
on  the  Caswell  estate ; Samuel  B.,  a clerk  in  the 
New  England  Commercial  Bank,  of  Newport;  Jane, 
who  died  in  infancy ; and  Henry  S.,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  Gibson  Brothers,  Newport  florists, 

Mr.  Kesson  was  very  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and 
was  a devoted  husband  and  father.  He  attended 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member.  Socially  be  belonged  to  St.  John’s  Lodge,. 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  and  to  Newport  Lodge,  No. 
104,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  Newport.  Quiet  and  unassum- 
ing in  demeanor  he  had  many  friends,  while  his- 
wide  and  practical  knowledge  of  his  owm  calling 
caused  him  to  command  the  respect  of  all.  Air. 
Kesson  died  at  Ids  home  in  New'port,  Aug.  25, 
1891. 

STEPHEN  WILCOX,  owner  and  proprietor 
of  the  Holley  Alineral  Spring  Water,  at  East 
Woonsocket,  and  a general  farmer,  is  one  of  the 
best-known  agriculturists  of  that  section  of  Provi- 
dence county,  where  his  whole  life  has  been  spent. 
He  comes  of  old  and  honorable  lineage. 

The  name  of  Edward  Wilcox  was  in  a list  of  in- 
habitants admitted  to  the  Island  of  Aquidneck,  in 
1638.  He  was  of  Portsmouth  and  Kingstown,  was 
early  at  Narragansett,  and,  it  seems,  had  a connec- 
tion with  Roger  Williams  in  establishing  trading 
houses  for  the  advantages  of  trade.  Austin,  the 
Rhode  Island  genealogist,  assumes  that  Stephen 
Wilcox,  who  was  at  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  having  a 
grant  of  land  in  1657,  and  who  later  was  at  Wes- 
terly; and  Daniel  Wilcox,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  wdio 
had  a grant  of  land  in  1656  and  was  later  at  Dart- 
mouth, Alass.,  and  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  were  sons  of 
Edward  W’ilcox.  Stephen  Wilcox  was  deputy  in 
1670  and-  1672.  His  name  was  on  the  list  of  in- 
hal)itant-s  of  Westerly,  in  1669.  He  married  Han- 
nah Hazard  and  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
' were  sons,  namely  : Edward,  Thomas,  Daniel,  Wil- 
liam, Stephen  and  Jeremiah.  Of  these  Edward 
married  and  remained  in  Westerly ; Thomas  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  North  Kings  Town  ; Daniel  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Kings  Town  and  Stonington, 
Conn. ; William  married  and  lived  at  Stonington  ; 
Stephen  married  and  lived  in  Kings  Town  and 
Westerly;  and  after  Jeremiah  married  he  settled  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Daniel  Wilcox,  the  other  brother,  married 
Elizabeth  Cock,  and  they  had  ten  children,  the 
sons  being : Daniel,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. ; Samuel, 
of  Dartmouth,  Alass. : Stephen,  of  Little  Compton, 
R.  I. ; Edward,  of  Tiverton,  R.  I. ; and  Thomas.  All 
married  and  had  descendants  except  Thomas,  and 
through  their  children  and  the  children  of  the  other 
brother  has  come  a numerous  posterity. 

Daniel  Wilcox,  coming  from  the  foregoing 
source,  married  Silvia  and  their  children,  of  Cum- 
berland town  record,  were;  Deborah,  born  Aug. 
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-29.  1755:  Stephen,  born  Sept.  20,  1757;  Merlbe, 
born  in  Hay,  1760.  Daniel  Wilcox  married  (sec- 
ond) Dec.  21,  1766,  Annie,  daughter  of  Daniel  Rog- 
ers, of  Cumberland,  and  their  children  were;  Sil- 
via, born  April  4,  1768;  Rhoda,  born  Dec.  18,  17C9; 
Content,  born  April  i,  1771  ; Mary,  born  April  4, 
1774;  Daniel,  born  IMay  25,  1776.  Daniel  Wilco.x 
married  (third)  Sept.  22,  1776,  Olive  Cook,  of 
IMendon,  and  there  is  a Cumberland  town  record  of 
one  child,  iNlelissa,  born  June  2T,  1781. 

Stephen  Wilcox,  born  Sept.  20,  1757,  married, 
Nov.  5,  1776,  Susanna,  daughter  of  James  Tillson. 
Their  children  of  Cumberland  town  record  were : 
Anna,  born  March  27,  1777;  William,  Oct.  27, 
1778;  Whllard,  Aug.  21,  1784;  Silvia  and  Susanna 
(twins),  born  March  13,  1786;  Stephen,  born  Aug. 

13,  1789;  iMerida,  born  Dec.  3,  1791;  Deborah, 
born  Jan.  18,  1795;  Olive,  born  July  13,  1797; 
Daniel,  born  iMay  3,  1800;  and  Lydia,  born  March 

14,  1804. 

Lyman  Wilcox,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  a son  of  Stephen 
Wilcox,  of  the  above  ancestry.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  resided  in  Cumberland  during 
his  years  of  active  life,  and  in  old  age  was  cared 
for  by  his  son  Stephen,  with  whom  he  made  his 
home  for  some  time  prior  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age.  He 
was  buried  in  the  old  Elder  Rallou  meeting  house 
cemetery.  In  his  early  political  life  he  was  a Whig, 
but  later  became  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  Although  he  had  no  church  connection  he 
was  a man  of  morality  and  sobriety,  and  was  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  He  married  Sylvia 
Ann  Wilcox,  daughter  of  William  Wilcox,  of  East 
Blackstone,  J^dass.,  and  she  died  in  her  eighty-first 
year,  also  at  the  home  of  her  son,  whose  tender  care 
made  her  declining  years  those  of  comfort.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cook  cemetery  at  Woon- 
socket. d'here  were  four  children  born  to  the 
above  marriage,  viz. : Lyman,  a resident  of  Need- 
ham, iMass. ; Stephen ; Adaline,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Edgar  M.  Scott,  of  Bellingham,  Mass. ; and  Wil- 
lard B.,  who  resides  with  his  brother  Stephen. 

Stephen  Wilcox,  son  of  Lyman,  was  born  Sept. 
19,  1840,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  confined  to  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  bv  the  public  schools,  and  he  was  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  beginning  as  hired  help 
on  the  farm  of  Solyman  iMiller,  his  pay  being  the 
sum  of  nine  dollars  a month  during  the  summer 
seasons  only,  and  during  the  winters  he  was  ex- 
pected to  do  farm  chores  for  his  board  and  lodg- 
ing. After  spending  three  years  with  Mr.  IMiller 
he  settled  with  his  father  and  mother  on  a small 
farm  owned  by  his  uncle.  James  M.  Wilcox,  where 
he  operated  the  farm  and  cared  for  his  parents  dur- 
ing their  years  of  incapacity.  His  winters  were 
mainly  spent  at  Bellingham,  where  he  secured  work 


in  a sawmill  owned  by  John  M.  Hoag,  and  there  he 
learned  the  business  of  sawyer,  si)ending  four  sea- 
sons at  the  mill.  He  then  purchased  a small  tract 
of  si.x  acres  known  as  the  Olney  Mason  farm,  and  it 
was  on  that  tract  that  i\lr.  Wilcox  first  started  to 
housekeeping  with  his  young  wife. 

This  farm  is  now  situated  in  what  is  East  Woon- 
socket, but  at  that  time  it  was  in  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland. Mr.  Wilco.x  was  then  encumbered  with  a 
debt  of  $1,000,  but  he  had  good  health  and  a happy 
home  and  he  cherished  hopes  of  soon  reducing  his 
indebtedness.  When  he  could  not  work  his  land  he 
kept  busy  with  Benjamin  Burlingame,  at  the  wheel- 
wright business,  and  was  careful  of  his  earnings  so 
that  he  soon  found  his  debt  melting  away  and  him- 
self able  to  buy  other  land,  until  he  nmv-'mvns 
eighty  acres,  which  includes  vakiable  twod  l^cL. 
He  soon  became  interested  in  feeding  live  stock, 
and  he  purchased  steam  power  and  installed  a 
steam  cutter  and  cooker,  which  was  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  that  section.  Mr.  Wilcox  carried  on  a 
very  successful  cattle  business  for  some  eight  years. 
He  then  set  up  a large  steam  engine  and  became  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and  boxes,  do- 
ing a full  planing  mill  business,  and  he  continued 
until  the  fall  of  1902,  when  his  plant  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  entailing  on  him  a loss  of  $2,500,  with  no 
insurance.  Since  then  Air.  Wilcox  has  engaged  in 
the  getting  out  of  railroad  ties,  telegraph  poles,  cord 
wood  and  lumber  and  in  this  has  shown  the  same 
industry  that  he  has  displayed  in  all  his  activities 
since  he  started  out  a poor  boy  of  tender  years. 
For  some  time  he  was  engaged  also  in  the  milk 
business,  and  it  was  while  in  this  business,  necessi- 
tating the  use  of  so  much  pure  water  for  sanitary 
purposes,  that  he  discovered  the  peculiar  virtues 
this  water  of  the  Holley  spring  possesses.  After  its 
medicinal  qualities  became  known  he  had  a demand 
for  it,  and  for  about  a year  and  a half  he  carried  a 
can  to  Woonsocket  and  disposed  of  it  daily.  This 
was  the  foundation  of  what  is  now  a very  profitable 
business. 

With  the  assistance  and  encouragement  of  his 
father-in-law,  the  late  Albert  Peck  Holley,  he  had 
the  water  analyzed  and  the  spring  was  named  in 
his  honor.  For  the  past  nineteen  years  Air.  Wil- 
co.x has  been  supplying  Woonsocket  with  this  pure, 
sparkling  water  and  hundreds  of  gallons  are  dis- 
posed of  all  the  year  round. 

Air.  Wilco.x  was  married  in  1864,  at  the  Holley 
homestead,  to  Caroline  S.  Holley,  born  Dec.  16, 
1847,  daughter  of  the  late  Albert  Peck  Holley. 
She  died  Feb.  27,  1897,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Cook  cemetery.  She  is  survived  by  but  one  child, 
Catharine  Alay.  who  makes  a comfortable  home  for 
her  father  and  is  his  right  hand  in  business.  In 
his  political  convictions,  Air.  Wilcox  is  a Republi- 
can. but  he  has  never  cared  for  political  preferment. 
He  does  his  full  duty  as  a citizen  and  lives  as  nearly 
as  possible  along  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Golden 
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Rule  and  enjoys,  in  large  measure,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  those  with  whom  business  or  social  life 
bring  him  into  contact. 

GORDON  L.  AUSTIN  (deceased),  whose  life 
was  a fine  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  in 
the  face  of  obstacles  and  without  help,  if  a man  has 
but  the  requisite  spirit  to  cope  with  circumstances, 
was  a native  of  the  city  of  Newport,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Lewis)  Austin. 

The  parents  both  died  when  Gordon  L.  Austin 
was  only  eight  years  old,  leaving  him  penniless  and 
alone,  so  the  boy  was  bound  out  to  a farmer  in 
Middletown,  named  Chase,  and  worked  for  him  un- 
til he  reached  manhood.  For  most  of  this  time  he 
received  only  his  board  and  clothes,  and  was  given 
very  little  opportunity  to  attend  school,  but  instead 
of  being  discouraged  by  this  unpromising  environ- 
ment, he  became  only  "the  more  determined  to  get 
on  in  the  world.  When  he  left  Mr.  Chase  he  went 
to  Black  Point,  in  South  Portsmouth,  and  worked 
there  for  three  years  on  a rented  farm,  after  which 
he  removed  to  the  Jacob  Chase  farm,  now  occupied 
by  the  Newport  County  Creamery,  in  Portsmouth. 
This  was  a tract  of  100  acres  of  good  land.  He  la- 
ter removed  to  the  Easton  farm,  where  he  lived  for 
eighteen  years.  His  years  of  work  on  the  place 
were  so  profitable  that  he  was  able  to  buy  the  Judge 
Parker  Hall  farm,  in  Portsmouth,  a tract  of  fifty- 
five  acres  with  dwelling  and  barns  already  on  it. 
Later  he  added  the  Lawton  farm,  giving  him  forty- 
eight  acres  more,  and  this  enlarged  property  was 
his  home  until  his  death.  His  whole  life  was  one 
of  hard  work,  but  his  later  years  were  lightened  by 
the  abundant  evidences  of  success  which  had 
crowned  his  labors. 

In  1836,  in  Portsmouth,  Mr.  Austin  married 
Abby  Croucher,  daughter  of  John  Croucher,  and 
for  almost  half  a century  the  devoted  pair  lived  and 
worked  together.  Mrs.  -Austin  shared  her  hus- 
band's early  anxieties  and  privations,  and  his  suc- 
cess was  in  no  small  measure  due  to  her  unfailing 
sympathy,  encouragement  and  co-operation.  They 
were  both  animated  by  the  truest  Christian  feelings, 
and  made  their  lives  an  illustration  of  the  Golden 
Rule.  i\Irs.  Austin  survived  her  husband  for  thir- 
teen years,  passing  away  Dec.  31,  1891.  She  was 
buried  in  the  Portsmouth  cemetery,  beside  her  hus- 
band. Elis  death  occurred  Nov.  15,  1878,  and  in 
their  last  years  both  w'ere  tenderly  cared  for  by  their 
daughter,  i\Iary  E.  Austin.  Mr.  Austin  w^as  origi- 
nally a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  but  never  en- 
tered into  active  political  or  public  life.  Elis  time 
and  attention  were  entirely  absorbed  by  his  personal 
affairs,  and  these  he  conducted  with  an  unswerv- 
ing honesty  which  commanded  the  respect  of  all. 
No  better  example  could  be  set  than  that  offered  by 
the  life  of  Gordon  L.  Austin. 

The  family  born  to  Cordon  L.  and  Abby  Aus- 
tin consisted  of  two  daughters:  iMary  E.  remained 
at  heme  and  even  before  the  death  of  her  father  be- 


gan to  undertake  the  management  of  the  home- 
stead, which  has  now’  been  in  her  hands  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  A model  daughter,  with  all  the 
truest  womanly  qualities,  she  is  also  a person  of 
unusual  business  capacity,  and  is  fully  competent  to 
carry  on  the  homestead  farming  operations.  Miss 
Austin  commands  both  the  liking  and  the  respect  of 
the  community.  The  second  daughter,  Sarah  A., 
married  James  Douglass,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  They 
are  both  deceased,  leaving  a family  of  four  children, 
namely  : ( i ) ' Clara,  now  deceased,  married  the 

late  Henry  Almy,  and  they  had  one  son,  James 
Harry.  (2)  Henry  C.,  of  Tiverton,  R.  L,  married 
(first)  ]\lacy  Wordell,  and  (second)  Jennie  Wor- 
ded (daughters  of  Job  Wordell),  by  whom  he  has 
three  children,  Clara,  Marian  and  Grover  Job. 
(3)  George  L.  married  Annie  Lang,  and  resides  in 
New  Bedford,  Mass.  (4)  Herbert  A.,  of  Tiverton, 
married  Clara  Macomber. 

COLE  (Bristol  family).  The  Coles  of  Bristol, 
while  not  among  the  ancient  families  of  the  towm 
or  a numerous  one,  have  been  for  several  genera- 
tions noted  for  substantial  citizenship.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  late  Nehemiah  Cole  family,  the  head 
of  which  w'as  long  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his 
community,  the  highly  respected  and  esteemed  chief 
executive  officer  of  one  of  the  town’s  financial  in- 
stitutions, and  otherwise  connected  with  another, 
and  also  honored  with  public  trusts.  His  son,  the 
late  Charles  E.  Cole,  too,  was  among  the  substan- 
tial and  promising  of  the  younger  business  men  of 
the  town. 

The  name  of  Cole  in  Rhode  Island  is  a com- 
mon one,  and  identified  with  the  history  of  several 
of  the  towns  from  their  early  settlement.  The  In- 
dian name  of  that  region  of  country  now  constitut- 
ing Bristol,  Barrington  and  Warren  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, with  parts  of  Swansea  and  Seekonk,  in  ]\Ias- 
sachusetts,  was  Pokanoket.  In  1667  Swansea  was 
incorporated,  including  territory  out  of  which  came 
other  towns,  among  them  Warren,  R.  I.  In  1669 
Elugh  Cole,  with  others,  bought  from  Philip,  the 
Indian  chief,  500  acres  of  land  in  Swansea  on  the 
west  side  of  Cole’s  river,  which  took  its  name  from 
Hugh  Cole,  who  resided  there  previously  to  1675. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Indian  war  two  of  Mr. 
Cole’s  children  were  made  prisoners  by  the  Indians 
and  were  taken  to  Philip’s  headquarters,  at  .Mount 
Hope.  Philip,  from  his  friendship  for  their  father, 
sent  them  back  with  a message  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  injure  them,  but  as  his  younger  warriors  might 
disobey  his  orders  advised  him  to  repair  to  Rhode 
Island  for  safety.  ]Mr.  Cole  immediately  made 
ready  and  started  with  all  his  family.  They  had 
proceeded  but  a short  distance  when  he  beheld  his 
house  in  flames.  After  the  war  Air.  Cole  returned 
and  located  on  the  east  side  of  Touisett  Neck,  on 
Kickemuet  river,  in  Warren.  The  farm  and  well 
he  made  in  1677  are  yet  in  the  possession  of  his 
lineal  descendants,  who  to-day  are  numerous  and 
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prosperous  in  that  town.  Quite  a number  of  the 
name  entered  the  Revolution  from  Bristol  county, 
and  in  1840  there  were  yet  living  in  that  county 
Benjamin,  Ephraim,  Ichabod  and  Seth  Cole,  all  pa- 
triots of  that  war  and  all  of  them  United  States 
pensioners. 

The  Hugh  Cole  previously  alluded  to  was  the 
son  of  James  Cole,  a native  of  Highgate,  a suburb  of 
London,  England,  where  he  was  born  in  the  year 
1600.  He  married,  in  1625,  Mary  Lobel,  daughter 
of  Mathieu  Lobel,  a noted  botanist  and  physician  to 
the  king.  Mr.  Cole  came  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in 
1633.  Their  children,  according  to  Davis's  Plym- 
outh, were:  James,  born  in  1626;  Hugh,  born  in 
1627;  Mary;  John;  (perhaps)  Ephraim. 

(I)  Erom  this  James  Cole,  of  Plymouth,  the 
lineage  of  the  late  Nehemiah  Cole,  of  Bristol,  this 
commonwealth,  is  through  Hugh,  Hugh  Cole  (2), 
Hugh  Cole  (3),  Nehemiah  Cole,  Capt.  Nehemiah 
and  Nehemiah  Cole  (3).  These  generations  mOre 
in  detail  and  in  the  regular  order  follow. 

(II)  Hugh  Cole,  born  in  1627,  in  London, 
England,  came  to  New  England,  and  here  married 
(first),  in  1654,  Mary,  born  Aug.  16,  1635,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Ann  (Shelly)  Foxwell,  of  Scit- 
uate.  Mass,  (another  has  the  date  Jan.  8,  1658), 
and  their  children,  according  to  Davis’s  Plymouth, 
were;  James,  born  in  1655;  Hugh,  born  in  1658; 
John,  born  in  1660;  Martha,  born  in  1662;  Ann, 
born  in  1664;  Ruth,  born  in  1666;  Joseph,  born  in 
1668 ; to  which  have  been  added  from  another 
source  Mary,  born  in  1676 ; Ebenezer,  born  in 
1677;  and  Benjamin,  born  in  1678.  Mr.  Cole 
married  (second)  July,  1689,  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Joseph  Cook,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann 
Tettaco.  His  third  wife  was  Mary,  widow  of 
Ephraim  Morton,  and  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Judith  Shelly,  a cousin  of  his  first  wife. 

(III)  Hugh  Cole  (2),  born  March  8,  1658,  in 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  married  Deborah  Buckland,  born 
in  September,  1660,  and  died  in  1724. 

(IV)  Hugh  Cole  (3),  born  May  30,  1683,  in 
Swansea,  Mass.,  married,  Dec.  13,  1705,  Martha, 
born  Dec.  9,  1681,  daughter  of  Elder  Samuel  Lu- 
ther (who  succeeded  Rev.  John  Miles  in  1685  as 
minister  of  the  old  Swansea  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  for  thirty-two  years  its  pastor),  and  grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  John  Luther,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, who  came  to  New  England  in  1635,  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Taunton  in  1638 
or  ’39,  and  who,  while  on  a trading  expedition  to 
Delaware  Bay,  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1644. 
]Mrs.  Cole  died  in  1765. 

(V)  Nehemiah  Cole,  born  Feb.  23,  1708,  in 
Swansea.  IMass.,  married,  Oct.  26,  1732,  Judith 
Esterbrook,  born  July  31,  1708.  Air.  Cole  died 
Alay  22,  1753. 

(\’I)  Capt.  Nehemiah  and  Judeth  (Pearce) 
Cole  (the  latter  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Nathan 
Pearce,  who  died  in  Rehoboth  April  14,  1793),  were 
born  in  1750  and  Oct.  24,  1754,  respectively,  and 


they  were  married  Dec.  1,  1782,  in  Rehoboth,  Alass. 
It  was  likely  this  Nehemiali  Cole  who  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  was,  as  of  Swansea,  a private 
in  Capt.  Isrold  Hi.x's  Company,-  Col.  Josiah  W'hit- 
ney’s  Regiment;  enlisted  July  30,  1778;  discharged 
Sept.  10,  1778;  service  one  month  and  thirteen 
days  in  Rhode  Island ; company  raised  in  Bristol 
county ; also  in  Capt.  Peleg  Peck’s  Company,  Col. 
Thomas  Carpenter's  Regiment;  enlisted  Aug.  1, 
1780;  discharged  Aug.  9,^  1780;  service  nine  days 
at  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  on  an  alarm.  Air.  Cole  died  in 
Bristol  Alay  21,  1812,  aged  sixty-two  years,  and 
Airs.  Cole  died  there  July  17,  180O,  aged  fifty-two 
years.  They  had  one  daughter,  born  Nov.  27,  1785, 
who  married  Thomas  Freeborn  and  had  two 
children:  Alartha  B.,  born  Aug.  29,  1810,  who 
married  Nathan  P.  Cole;  and  James  1'.,  born  June 
2,  1813.  ■ ^ 

(VII)  Nehemiah  Cole,  born  June  23,  1783, 
son  of  Nehemiah,  was  married  Aug.  18,  1805,  to 
Sarah  Gladding,  born  Feb.  27,  1784,  daughter  of 
John  and  Lucretia  (Smith)  (iladding,  and  they 
had  a family  of  eleven  children,  namely : J onathan 
Freeborn,  born  Alay  20,  1806,  married,  had  a 
family,  and  died  Sept.  13,  1837;  Judeth  Pearce, 
born  Feb.  14,  1808,  married,  June  21,  1847,  Calvin 
Simmons,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1877 ; Charlotte,  born 
Feb.  21,  1810;  Nathan  Pearce,  born  Jan.  21,  1812; 
Lucretia  G.,  born  April  24,  1815;  Nehemiah 

Knight,  born  Alay  8,  1817;  Sarah  Smith,  born  Alay 
8,  1817;  Rebecca  Aliller,  born  Sept.  15,  1819;  Alar- 
tha Hall,  born  Alay  i,  1822,  married  (first)  John 
Howland  Waldron  and  (second)  Alonzo  Carey; 
J'ohn  G.,  born  Feb.  12,  1824;  and  Alary  Gladding, 
born  Nov.  8,  1826.  By  her  marriage  with  John  H. 
Waldron,  Alartha  Hall  Cole  had  one  son,  John 
Henshaw  Waldron,  who  married  Alary  Alexander 
(died  Feb.  3,  1902)  ; and  by  her  second  marriage, 
with  Alonzo  Carey,  also  had  one  son,  Charles  How- 
land Carey,  who  married  Isabelle  Darling,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Lake)  Darling,  and 
their  only  daughter,  Evie  Howard,  married  Samuel 
E.  Sherman,  and  has  had  five  children,  Charles 
Edward,  Samuel  Irving,  Aladeline  Isabelle,  Nor- 
man Howard  (deceased)  and  Arthur  Pierce. 

(VTII)  Nehemiah  Cole  was  born  Alay  8, 

1817,  in  Bristol,  and  was  there  married,  Jan.  19, 
1843,  to  Sarah  A.  Goff,  who  was  born  Dec.  17, 

1818.  Air.  Cole  resided  in  Bristol  throughout  his 
lifetime,  and  he  became  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  community.  In  his  early  life  he  was  engaged 
as  a teamster  in  a small  way,  enlarging  his  business 
until  he  had  employment  for  several  teams.  In  his 
later  years  he  took  to  agriculture,  having  a large 
farm,  owning  Fox  Hill,  which  he  bought  of  the  De 
Wolfs.  He  was  a self-made  man  and  much  re- 
spected wherever  known.  In  political  sentiment  he 
was  a Republican,  and  quite  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  jiarty  and  in  public  matters,  and  served  the 
town  in  various  official  relations,  as  assessor,  etc., 
discharging  the  duties  of  each  in  a satisfactory 
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manner.  He  was  highway  surveyor,  overseer  of 
the  poor,  a director  of  tlie  First  National  Bank, 
and  president  of  the  Bristol  Institute  for  Savings 
for  many  years.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Constitu- 
tion street,  Aug.  20,  1895,  aged  seventy-eight 

}-ears.  He  was  a kind  father,  a loving  husband,  an 
exemplary  citizen  and  a true  and  loyal  friend.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  Dec.  23,  1905,  aged  eighty- 
.seven  years.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
Nehemiah  and  Sarah  A.  _(Coff)  Cole;  (i)  John 
F.  married  Elizabeth  Davis,  of  Naugatuck,  Conn., 
and  had  three  children,  Carrie  Warded,  Corda 
I'ales  and  Alvin.  (2)  Wary  Lewis,  deceased,  mar- 
ried Freeborn  C.  Dunbar,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Lillian,  now  the  wife  of  Ceorge  Warren.  (3)  An- 
nie .M.  is  the  wife  of  William  Duffy,  of  Bristol,  and 
has  three  children  ; Adlliam  J.,  a clerk  in  the  post- 
office  in  Providence,  where  he  has  resided  several 
}ears ; Marie  Louise,  who  married  Frederick  B. 
I’ayne;  and  Charles  Cole,  at  home.  (4)  Sarah 
Idizaheth  married  William  Johnston,  of  Bristol, 
and  has  three  children ; Algernon  Le  Baron,  i\lil- 
dred  C.  and  Nehemiah.  (5)  Charles  E.  is  men- 
tioned below. 

( IX)  Cii.Mtr.ES  E.  Cole,  son  of  Nehemiah  and 
Sarah  A.  (Goff)  Cole,  was  born  March  7,  1862,  in 
Bristol,  R.  L,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  agricultural  jmrsuits.  This  vocation  he 
adopted  with  the  hope  of  its  giving  him  a more 
rugged  constitution.  Some  years  prior  to  his  de- 
cease he  gave  his  energies  to  the  platting  and  im- 
])roving  of  what  is  known  as  the  Eox  Hill  tract  of 
land,  in  which  work,  in  the  face  of  a i)hysical  dis- 
ability that  would  have  precluded  any  exertion  oh 
the  part  of  many  men,  he  displayed  great  energy 
and  persistence  as  well  as  business  talent  that  would 
have  insured  success,  and  had  he  lived  to  carry  out 
his  plans  it  would  have  undoubtedly  brought  sub- 
stantial returns. 

Mr.  Cole,  while  conscientious  to  duty  and  ever 
alert  in  his  official  capacity  to  the  interests  of  the 
town,  was  obliging  and  accommodating  and  court- 
eous to  all,  making  many  friends.  Eor  some  three 
years  he  served  efficiently  as  surveyor  of  highways, 
hut  owing  to  his  feeble  health  he  was  obliged  to 
give  up  the  responsibilities  of  the  office.  This  was 
just  the  spring  previous  to  his  death.  His  relig- 
ious connection  was  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bristol.  He  was  a member  of  the  Hy- 
draulion  Engine  and  Hose  Company  at  Bristol. 

On  Dec.  30.  1886,  Mr.  Cole  was  married  to 
iMiss  [Mary  J.  Canfield,  daughter  of  John  and  Su- 
san (Martin)  Canfield,  and  three  children  came  to 
the  marriage:  Eva  iMay,  born  Dec.  2,  1889; 
Charles  E.,  born  in  October,  1895,  died  in  infancy; 
and  Marion,  born  (bet.  15,  i89().  died  the  same  day. 
Mr.  Cole  died  Oct.  8.  1896. 

(\TTI)  John  GLAnniNC  Cole,  born  Eeh.  12, 
1824.  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Sarah  A.  (Gladding) 
Cole,  spent  his  younger  days  in  Bristol,  remaining 
there  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  came 


to  Warren  and  learned  his  trade  with  his  brother, 
Nathan  P.,  serving  a regular  apprenticeship,  and 
continuing  to  work  for  his  brother  for  many  years. 
Eventually  he  started  for  himself  when  he  was 
about  forty  years  of  age,  in  1861  or  1862,  com- 
mencing btisiness  where  his  son  is  now  located,  and 
continued  for  about  thirteen  years,  during  which 
time  he  accumulated  a comfortable  fortune  which 
fact  alone  shows  him  to  have  been  a remarkable 
man,  for  in  his  line  men  do  not  accumulate  so  much 
as  a rule.  He  was  a self-made  man  and  worked 
hard  to  make  a success,  and  he.  did  substantially  all 
the  business  in  his  line  for  a radius  of  ten  miles. 
He  was  a conservative  man  in  his  business  affairs. 
Eraternally  he  was  a stanch  member  of  the  I.  O. 

0.  E.,  and  he  was  a regular  attendant  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Warren.  He  was  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  men  of  that  place. 

On  Dec.  29,  1847,  John  G.  Cole  was  married  to 
Sarah  Lawless,  daughter  of  John  Lawless,  who 
was  baptized  Sept.  3,  1795,  son  of  John  Lawless. 
He  married  Sarah  Waldron,  and  their  children 
were:  Susan,  Martha,  Sarah  (Mrs.  John  G.  Cole), 
John  and  Gilbert  R.  To  John  G.  and  Sarah  (Law- 
less) Cole  were  born  two  children,  Susan  Erances, 
on  June  17,  1849,  Gilbert  R.,  on  Eeb.  ii, 
1851. 

(IN)  CdiLiiERT  R.  Cole  was  born  Eeb.  ii, 
1851,  in  Warren,  R.  L,  and  was  educated  in  the 
same  place,  leaving  school  when  seventeen  years  of 
age.  On  April  20,  1868,  he  went  into  the  black- 
smith shop  of  his  father,  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years,  receiving  $6  a month  for  the 
first  year,  $8  a month  the  second  year  and  $10  the 
third  year,  besides  his  board.  After  his  appren- 
ticeship he  received  $4  a week  for  the  first  year,  $6 
a week  the  second  year  and  $iO  the  next  year. 
When  twenty-seven  years  old  he  bought  half  of  his 
father’s  business,  and  when  twenty-eight  he  bought 
out  the  entire  business  which  he  has  run  ever  since. 
Idr.  Cole  has  been  engaged  in  this  business  for 
thirty-nine  years,  during  which  time  he  has  not 
lost  altogether  over  three  months.  He  has  been  a 
successful  man  financially,  and  has  been  quite  ac- 
tive in  public  matters.  He  was  a candidate  for  the 
council.  Eraternally  he  holds  membership  in  the 

1.  O.  O.  E.,  belonging  to  Amity  Lodge  of  Warren. 

i\lr.  Cole  married  Miss  Carrie  L.  Crosby, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lizzie  Crosby,  he  of  New 
Hampshire  and  she  of  Holyoke,  T\Iass.  They  have 
one  son,  William  R.  Cole,  born  Aug.  22,  1877,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Graham,  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

NATHAN  NELSON  COLE  (deceased),  for 
thirty  years  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Bristol  and  for  over  twenty  years  a prominent 
figure  in  the  official  circles  of  that  place,  was  born 
there  Nov.  9.  1832. 

(\'H)  Nehemiah  Cole,  his  grandfather,  was 
born  June  23,  1783,  son  of  Nehemiah  Cole,  and  was 
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married  Aug.  18,  1805,  to  Sarah  Gladding,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Lucretia  (Smith)  Gladding. 
Eleven  children  were  horn  to  them,  as  follows : 
Jonathan  h'reehorn.  May  20,  1806;  Judeth  I’earce, 
I'eh.  14,  1808  (married  Calvin  Simmons  June  21, 
1847,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1877)  ; Charlotte,  Feb.  21, 
1810;  Nathan  Pearce,  Jan.  21,  1812;  Lucretia,  April 
24,  1815:  Sarah  Smith,  May  8,  1817;  Nehemiah 
Knight,  May  8,  1817;  Rebecca  iMiller,  Sept.  15, 
1819;  Martha  Hall,  May  i,  1822  (married  John 
Howland  Waldron  and  Alonzo  Carey)  ; John  G., 
I'eb.  12.  1824;  Mary  Gladding,  Nov.  8,  1826. 

(\’III)  Jonathan  Freeborn  Cole,  born  May  20, 
1806,  died  Sept.  13,  1837.  He  married  Maria 

fMunroe,  daughter  of  Joseph  and (Peabodv) 

IMunroe,  and  granddaughter  of  Nathan  Munroe, 
•of  Newport,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  10 1 
years.  IMr.  and  IMrs.  Cole  had  four  children, 
namely:  William  R.,  Nathan  Nelson,  Jnliette 

( who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years)  and 
Sarah  F.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years). 

(IX)  Nathan  Nelson  Cole  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  there  spent 
his  life.  His  youth  was  marked  by  no  special 
events  except  the  steady  preparation  for  his  life 
work  founcl  in  the  regular  performance  of  the 
duties  which  fell  to  his  lot.  His  active  business 
career  began  in  i860,  when  as  the  owner  of  vessels 
which  traded  to  the  West  Indies  he  carried  on  quite 
an  extensive  exporting  and  ■ importing  business, 
sending  farm  produce  out  to  Cuba  and  bringing 
molasses  back  to  the  United  States.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  did  a large  business  selling  supplies 
to  the  Government,  selling  large  quantities  of 
onions,  for  the  raising  of  which  Bristol  has  become 
.so  famous,  and  also  selling  immense  lots  of  car- 
rots and  turnips,  as  well  as  onions,  to  go  to  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  for  desiccation.  After  being 
treated  (ground  and  pressed)  they  were  sent  in 
the  form  of  cakes  to  the  men  in  the  South.  In 
this  line  alone  Mr.  Cole  employed  thirty  men,  and 
did  an  extensive  business  throughout  the  war.  He 
was  ever  after  engaged  in  the  coal  and  grain  busi- 
ness in  Bristol,  his  place  of  business  being  at  No. 
67  Thames  street,  and  he  was  so  successful  in  this 
branch  of  trade  that  he  was  justly  considered  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  the  place.  Mr.  Cole 
made  himself  a reputation  for  judgment  and  in- 
tegrity which  accounted  for  the  honors  his  fellow- 
citizens  bestowed  upon  him  in  the  way  of  official 
preferment. 

In  the  years  1886  and  1887  he  was  a member 
of  tbe  town  council ; he  was  also  commissioner  of 
the  asylum,  and  gave  able  service  as  overseer  of 
the  poor.  He  was  an  active  and  effective  worker 
in  the  Republican  party,  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Republican  town  committee,  and  was  a delegate 
to  the  Chicago  Convention  of  1888  which  nomi- 
nated Benjamin  Harrison  for  the  Presidency. 
However,  Mr.  Cole  was  never  an  office-seeker,  for 
he  was  always  solicited  for  the  positions  he  filled. 


His  death,  which  occurred  May  20,  1907,  was  a 
distinct  loss  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Cole  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Potter  West,  who  was  born  Oct.  20,  1832,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Anstress  West.  She  died 
Dec.  4,  1901,  the  mother  of  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy;  William: 
Alvin  I'.;  Jennie,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Nathan 
N.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(IX)  Alvin  b\  Colk,  son  of  Nathan  N.,  was 
born  Nov.  2,  1856.  He  married  Elizabeth  Brother- 
ton,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Nathan  N.,  who  is 
now  deceased,  and  after  her  decease  he  married  Ar- 
tie Christina  Towner,  daughter  of  Frank  W.  Town- 
er, who  by  her  former  marriage  had  one  daughter, 
Sarah  May  Casper. 

HENRY  CRANSTON  ARNOLD,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  H.  C.  Arnold  & Co.,  well 
known  commission  merchants  and  wholesale  pro- 
duce dealers  of  Providence,  descends  from  one  of 
the  most  ancient  of  Rhode  Island  families,  concern- 
ing whom  there  is  extended  mention  elsewhere  in 
this  publication.  i\Ir.  Arnold  is  the  grandson  of 
Dexter  Arnold,  who  was  born  in  the  town  o’f  Scit- 
uate,  R.  I.,  Nov.  10,  1787,  and  died  Feb.  9,  1868. 
He  married  Ereelove  Cranston,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Cranston,  and  a descendant  of  illustrious  ancestry 
of  that  name.  To  them  were  born  the  following 
named  children:  Helen  Eliza,  born  Oct.  25,  1818. 
who  died  May  31,  1838;  Ziliiha  Alzada,  born  Oct. 
22,  1819,  who  died  in  Warwick,  at  the  home  of  her 
niece,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Bentley,  of  W'arwick,  R.  I. ; 
George  Olney,  born  June  8,  1821,  who  died  unmar- 
ried Oct.  29,  1886;  and  Simeon  Cranston,  father  of 
Henry  C.  Arnold. 

Simeon  Cranston  Arnold  was  born  Feb.  27, 
1825,  and  died  Dec.  29,'  1891.  He  was  a native 
of  the  town  of  Scituate,  where  he  was  reared  to 
the  work  of  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
schools,  finishing  his  literary  education  at  Lapham 
Institute.  He  taught  school  in  the  town  for 
twenty  winters,  managing  his  farm  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  and  was  for  several  years 
chairman  of  the  school  committee.  He  married 
Alzada  Tourtellot,  daughter  of  Williams  and  Nancy 
(Mason)  Tourtellot  (mentioned  elsewhere),  and 
to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Henry 
Cranston,  of  whom  more  follows;  Frank  Dexter 
Williams,  born  Oct.  23,  1865,  who  died  IMarch  29, 
1904;  IMary  Eliza,  born  Aug.  7,  1867,  now  the  wife 
of  Albert  D.  Miner,  a prosperous  merchant  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere : 
and  Clara  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  30,  1869,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  F.  Bentley,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  The 
second  son,  Frank  Dexter  Williams  Arnold,  was 
for/ some  years  connected  with  the  John  M.  Dean 
Company,  and  later  with  Arnold  & Tourtellot,  and 
bore  high  repute  for  efficiency  and  honest 
industry.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Thurston,  and 
they  had  the  following  children : Cordelia,  born 
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Jan.  30,  1889;  Frank  E.,  Feb.  27,  1891;  Alfred  T., 
Nov.  15,  1897;  Randolph,  Aug.  19,  1899;  Amy, 
Oct.  22,  1901  ; and  Lois,  Sept.  16,  1903. 

The  widow  of  Simeon  Cranston  Arnold  resides 
(1907)  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  jNIiner,  at  East 
Greenwich.  For  some  years  IMr.  Arnold  followed 
farming  as  a regular  occupation  in  the  town  of 
Scituate,  where  he  was  recognized  as  a citizen  of 
many  sterling  cpialifications  and  was  generally  re- 
spected and  esteemed. 

Henry  Cranston  Arnold  was  horn  Feb.  6,  1864, 
in  the  town  of  Scituate,  and  was  there  reared  on 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  which  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  his  family  for  more  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  years.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  and  finished  at  the  East  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy, after  which  he  accepted  a position  with  the 
firm  of  his  uncles,  S.  Tourtellof  & Co.,  produce 
commission  merchants.  Here  he  remained  until 
September,  1897,  when  he  and  Anthony  M. 
Tourtellot  embarked  in  the  same  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Arnold  & Tourtellot,  which  firm 
remained  in  business  until  March  22,  1907,  when 
IMr.  Arnold  retired  from  that  firm  and  established 
the  business  house  of  H.  C.  Arnold  & Co.,  com- 
mission merchants,  and  wholesale  fruit  and  produce 
dealers,  beginning  business  April  8,  1907,  at  Nos. 
40  and  42  South  Water  street.  This  firm  at  once 
assumed  a prominent  position  among  the  commer- 
cial houses  in  its  line  in  Providence,  reflecting 
the  high  standing  of  its  members,  and  their  long 
experience  in  this  line  of  business. 

]\Ir.  Arnold  married,  Nov.  28,  1889,  Miss  Susie 
A.  Thurston,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Cordelia 
Thurston,  of  Grafton,  Mass.  Mrs.  Arnold  is  a 
sister  of  Airs.  Irving  W.  Tourtellot,  of  Providence. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Arnold  have  the  following  interest- 
ing family:  Grace  Thurston,  born  July  28,  1890; 
Susie  A.,  Nov.  5,  1892;  Cranston  T.,  Fel).  5,  1895; 
Alzada,  Jan.  28,  1901. 

In  addition  to  his  commercial  interests  Air. 
Arnold  conducts  the  old  home  farm,  and  does  so 
along  intelligent  and  therefore  profitable  lines.  He 
is  a Republican  in  his  political  preference,  hut  is 
quite  independent  of  party  ties  and  has  neither 
sought  nor  desired  political  preferment.  He  and 
the  members  of  his  family  attend  the  Elmwood 
Temple  Church. 

GUSLAIN  AUGUSTE  BONNETAT  (de- 
ceased), who  with  his  wife  founded  the  well-known 
French  Laundry,  of  Newport,  was  horn  in  Torte- 
queene,  France,  Dec.  25,  1837,  and  his  early  train- 
ing was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
country,  which  he  attended  till  he  was  old  enough 
to  enlist  in  the  French  army.  He  became  a private 
in  the  cavalry  and  was  promoted  tO'  he  sergeant, 
serving  throughout  the  war  with  Prussia  in  that 
capacity.  His  entire  military  career  covered  a 
period  of  fourteen  years. 

On  Nov.  17,  1871,  Air.  Bonnetat  was  married 


to  Virginie  Rosalie  Coutelle,  daughter  of  Eugene 
Pierre  Coutelle.  About  two  years  afterward,  in 
1873,  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  on  American 
soil  and  he  and  his  wife  set  sail  from  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  on  the  steamer  “Victoria.”  The  voyage 
was  a pleasant  one  of  fourteen  days,  and  Nov.  14, 

1873,  they  landed  at  New  York.  Owing  to  his 
long  experience  with  horses  while  in  the  cavalry. 
Air.  Bonnetat  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a po- 
sition as  coachman  and  was  thus  engaged  till  June, 

1874,  when  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Newport  and 
opened  a French  laundry.  They  began  on  a very 
small  scale  on  Anthony  street,  but  the  establish- 
ment met  such  a pressing  need,  that  the  business 
grew  with  remarkable  rapidity,  and  they  very 
soon  found  it  necessary  to  seek  larger  quarters 
and  ones  better  adapted  to  their  work,  as  well  as 
more  removed  from  the  dirt  of  the  city.  Hence 
they  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  city,  away  from  the  business  center.  It 
was  then  a barren  and  vacant  region,  some  distance 
from  any  other  habitation,  but  it  has  since  become 
a well-populated  district,  and  the  laundry  is  now 
on  Southmayd  street,  near  Butler.  At  this  point 
the  Bonnetats  put  up  a good-sized  building,  with 
every  convenience  for  their  work,  a home  for  them- 
selves and  what  other  buildings  their  business  de- 
manded. They  soon  had  all  they  could  do  and  es- 
tablished such  a reputation  for  fine  work  . that  be- 
fore long  they  were  compelled  to  confine  their  orders 
to  the  summer  cottagers.  Their  work  is  done  for 
them  not  only  during  their  residence  in  Newport 
hut  through  the  rest  of  the  year,  their  laundered 
garments  being  regularly  shipped  to  them  to  New 
York,  Washington  and  Philadelphia.  To  such  di- 
mensions has  the  business  grown  that  the  laundry 
gives  employment  to  over  thirty-five  hands  the 
year  round. 

A'lr.  Bonnetat  passed  from  this  world  May  27, 
1889,  and  since  then  his  wife  has  had  to  shoulder 
the  entire  responsibility,  to  which,  however,  she 
has  shown  herself  entirely  equal.  Both  belonged 
to  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church,  and  were  faithful 
in  their  support  of  its  work.  In  politics  Air.  Bon- 
netat was  a Democrat.  No  children  were  horn  to 
this  couple,  but  they  adopted  a daughter,  Virginie, 
a God-child  of  Airs.  Bonnetat,  to  whom  they  legally 
gave  their  name. 

JOHN  B.  ALLEN,  late  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley,  was  horn  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  at  the  village  of  Natick,  July  4, 
1845,  and  passed  his  entire  career  within  a short 
distance  of  his  birthplace.  He  was  a worthy  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  and  sturdy  Rhode  Is- 
land families. 

The  Allen  family  here  under  consideration,  a 
branch  of  the  North  Kingstown-Warwick  family — 
the  head  of  which  was  the  late  John  Allen,  of 
North  Kingstown  and  Warwick,  R.  L,  respectively 
— spring  from  AVilliam  Allen,  who  early  settled  at 
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Prudence  Island,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  who,  ac- 
cording to  Austin,  is  of  record  there  in  1683.  One 
member  of  the  Allen  family  who  has  written  of  the 
Allens  has  William  Allen  a native  of  Wales,  and 
coming  from  England  in  1650.  Mr.  Allen  died  in 
1685.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth, and  their  children  were:  Mary,  William, 

Thomas,  John,  Matthew,  Alcrcy  and  Sarah.  Of 
these,  John  Allen,  born  Oct.  26,  1670,  married 
Sarah,  who  was  born  June  14,  1677,  in  New 

Haven,  Conn.  Air.  Allen  settled  in  North  Kings- 
town, where  his  will  was  proved  April  17,  1747. 
His  children  were:  Thomas;  Phebe ; Elizabeth; 
John  and  William,  born  Alay  15,  1710;  Jonathan, 
born  Aug.  6,  1717;  Bathsheba,  born  April  10, 
1721  ; and  Mercy. 

Thomas  Allen,  son  of  John  and  Sarah,  married 
in  1740  Patience  Greene,  and  their  children  of 
North  Kingstown  town  record  were  a daughter 
and  two  sons,  whose  Christian  names  are  not 
legible,  but  whose  dates  of  birth  were:  Oct.  20, 
1742,  March  26,  1745,  and  March  20,  1748. 

Judge  John  Allen,  son  of  Thomas  and  Patience, 
married  Jan.  26,  1769,  Mary  Gould,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Gould,  of  North  Kingstown,  and  (second) 
Martha  Allen.  His  children  of  North  Kingstowm 
record  w^ere : Lucretia,  Patience,  Catherine,  Ruth, 
Thomas  Gould  and  Lydia  (all  born  to  the  first 
marriage),  John  (born  May  29,  1788),  Christo- 
pher (born  Oct.  31,  1789),  Ray  Greene  (born  Nov. 
22,  1793),  Mary  Gould  (born  June  25,  1795), 
Samuel  (born  Sept.  21,  1797),  Susan  (born  Oct. 
21,  1799)  and  Lucy  Ann  (born  March  16,  1801). 

Christopher  Allen,  son  of  John,  married  Alartha 
Spink  and  his  children  were : Lucretia,  who  died 
unmarried ; Patience,  who  died  in  De  Kalb,  111., 
wife  of  William  A.  Aliller;  John;  Nicholas;  Amos 
and  William  H.  All  these  are  deceased  except 
William  H.,  who  is  now  (1907)  a resident  of 
Chicago. 

John  Allen,  son  of  Christopher  and  father  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  article,  was 
born  June  16,  1813,  in  North  Kingstown,  and  when 
a youth  became  the  ward  of  Christopher  Arnold 
and  a resident  of  Natick,  Warwick,  R.  I.  He  early 
displayed  natural  mechanical  ability  and  skill,  and 
in  time  entered  the  employ  of  C.  & W.  Rhodes, 
in  their  mill  at  Natick.  Later  he  associated  him- 
self wdth  the  Spragues,  and  for  a number  of  years 
dating  from  1861  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Natick  mill.  He  became  exceptionally  skilled  in 
the  machinery  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  etc., 
and  made  many  improvements  in  same,  also  sug- 
gesting others  wdiich  are  now^  fixtures  in  the  mod- 
ern mill.  Mr.  Allen  W'as  popular  with  all  classes, 
congenial  and  social,  and  was  noted  for  his  grace 
and  skill  in  dancing  and  skating.  His  ability,  both 
mechanical  and  executive,  attracted  the  attention  of 
Alessrs.  Pales  & Jenks,  of  the  large  Central  Falls 
machine  shop,  and  for  a time  he  Avas  in  charge  of 
their  plant.  A short  time  before  his  death,  be- 


cause of  poor  health,  he  retired  from  active  work. 
He  died  in  Natick  and  was  buried  in  Greenwood 
cemetery  at  Phenix. 

Air.  Allen  married  Alary,  daughter  of  Levi 
Bradford,  of  South  Kingstown,  w'hose  family  con- 
sisted of  Rebecca,  Lucy,  Alary,  Susan,  William, 
Benjamin,  Edwfin  (residing  at  Clayville,  R.  I.), 
Alonzo  and  James.  Airs.  Allen  was  a woman  of 
superior  personal  qualities  and  her  advice,  council 
and  encouragement  were  largely  responsible  for 
the  excellent  early  training  of  her  only  son,  John 
B.  Allen. 

John  Bradford  Allen  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  village,  Natick,  in  his  youth,  and  at  an  early 
age  became  a clerk  in  the  company  store,  conducted 
by  A.  & W.  Sprague.  This  employment  continued 
through  the  years  1861  and  1862,  and  in  1863  he 
was  at  Arctic  and  in  1864  at  River  Point — at  all 
these  places  in  the  same  capacity.  While  his  op- 
portunity for  education  was  limited  he  was  ob- 
servant, possessed  of  quick  perceptions,  and  his 
mercantile  experiences  equipped  him  in  the  funda- 
mental business  principles.  In  recognition  of  his 
manifest  ability  he  was  in  about  1866  tendered  the 
position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  River  Point  mill. 
This  offer  he  accepted,  and  during  the  succeeding 
years  to  1875  became  familiar  with  every  branch 
of  the  business,  as  a result  of  which  he  became 
superintendent  in  that  year,  continuing  in  that 
capacity  until  1885.  He  then  became  identified 
with  the  Centreville  National  Bank,  and  later  was 
in  charge  of  the  offices  of  the  Coventry  Company, 
who  did  an  extensive  mill  business.  In  1894  Air. 
Allen  became  trustee  of  the  Enos  Lapham,  estate, 
of  whose  affairs  he  was  in  complete  charge,  this 
work  including  the  oversight  of  the  mill  at  Centre- 
ville. He  acted  in  this  capacity  until  the  final  ad- 
justment of  the  affairs  of  the  estate,  in  1899,  after 
which  he  remained  as  supexintendent  of  the  mill 
under  the  ownership  of  R.  B.  Treat  until  it  was 
disposed  of  in  the  year  1904,  and  for  one  year 
thereafter  was  with  the  new  proprietors,  B.  B.  & 
R.  Knight,  finally  retiring  in  1905.  He  was  a di- 
rector in  the  Centreville  National  Bank. 

Though  his  business  responsibilities  were  most 
exacting  Air.  Allen  was  identified  with  any  and  all 
projects  calculated  to  advance  the  material  growth 
and  prosperity  of  his  town,  and  he  exerted  great 
influence  for  good  in  enterprises  affecting  the  pub- 
lic weal.  His  personal  popularity  and  the  esteem, 
confidence  and  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
townsmen  were  attested  by  his  long  continuation 
in  the  responsible  office  of  treasurer  of  the  town 
of  Warwick.  He  was  first  elected  in  1894,  and  was 
re-elected  annually,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  serving  his  twelfth  term.  During  this  period 
there  were  frequent  changes  in  the  political  com- 
plexion and  administration  in  other  elective  offices 
of  the  town,  but  Air.  Allen  was  in  no  sense  a poli- 
tician, and  never  permitted  his  name  to  be  used  in 
other  political  connections,  though  higher  honors 
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were  held  out  to  him.  The  remuneration  of  the 
office  was  insignificant  considering  the  responsibil- 
ity and  labor  involved,  and  i\lr.  Allen  showed  true 
])ublic  si)irit  in  accepting  repeated  re-elections,  his 
sole  desire  being  to  render  his  neighbors  and  fel- 
low citizens  such  service  as  was  within  his  power — 
a duty  which  he  believed  every  man  owed  his  com- 
munity. He  also  served  one  term  as  town  clerk. 
Personally  iMr.  Allen  was  genial,  companionable 
and  sympathetic,  and  his  tastes  were  thoroughly 
domestic,  his  family  life  giving  him  his  greatest 
pleasure. 

In  1875  Allen  married  iMartha  L.  Bowen, 
daughter  of  Daniel  C.  and  Zipporah  (Waite) 
Bowen,  of  River  Point,  and  a descendant  of  several 
old'  and  prominent  Rhode  Island  families  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work.  Children  as  follows 
were  born  to  this  union  : iMary  B.  was  born  Oct.  16, 
1880;  Bessie  W.,  born  .A.ug.  24,  1882,  was  graduated 
from  Wellesley  in  the  class  of  1904;  John  B.,  Jr., 
born  iMay  18,  1884,  graduated  from  the  Providence 
English  & Classical  High  School  and  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  commercial  school  and  is  connected  with 
the  Narragansett  Electric  Eighting  Company  as  a 
clerk.  i\Ir.  John  B.  Allen  erected  the  handsome 
family  residence  at  River  Point  in  1884 — one  of  the 
most  imposing  homes  in  the  Pawtuxet  valley.  The 
family  are  i)rominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  valley,  and  are  also  well  known  in  the  city  of 
Providence.  i\Ir.  Allen  died  Dec.  27,  1906,  and 
was  buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery  at  Phenix. 

HENRY  E.  ANTHONY,  the  well  known  and 
l)Opular  station  agent  for  the  New  York,  New 
Idaven  & Hartford  Railroad  at  Portsmouth,  is  not 
only  known  to  almost  all  the  residents  of  this  lo- 
cality, but  enjoys  also  their  esteem  and  confidence. 
]\Ir.  Anthony  was  born  Oct.  31,  1862,  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  is  able  to  lay  claim  to  being  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island. 
A full  history  of  the  Anthony  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  the  following  record  going 
back  only  to  Joseph  Anthony,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  Henry  E. 

Joseph  Anthony  was  born  at  Portsmouth, 
where  he  was  married  April  22.  1750,  to  Patience 
Cory.  Their  children  were;  William,  born  Oct. 
12,  1751  : Gideon,  Oct.  10,  1753;  Sylvester,  Sept. 
21,  1755;  Ereelove,  Eeb.  15,  1759;  and  Joseph, 
Sept.  19,  1761. 

William  Anthony,  son  of  Joseph  and  Patience, 
was  born  Oct.  12,  1751,  at  Portsmouth,  and  died 
Sept.  16,  1832,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  On 
June  5.  1788,  he  married  Sarah  Griffith,  who  died 
Aug.  14,  1817,  and  their  children  were;  David,  born 
Nov.  8.  1783;  Patience,  Oct.  17.  1785  (died  Jan. 
II.  1797):  Sarah,  May  4,  1788  (died  Jan.  12, 
D97)  : William.  Sept.  14,  1790  (died  Jan.  30, 
1876)  ; An^-.  iMarch  17,  1792  (died  April  27, 
1797)  ; iNlary  Gifford,  June  15.  1794  (died  Sept. 
9.  1796)  ; Mary  Gifford  (2),  Sept.  18.  1796;  Amy, 


Nov.  20,  1798;  Joseph  A.,  April  20,  1801;  and 
Patience  (2),  Aug.  13,  1803. 

David  Anthony,  son  of  William,  was  born  Nov. 
8,  1783,  at  Portsmouth,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  where  he  followed  farming  on  sixty  acres  of 
land,  the  present  site  of  the  coal  mines.  Here  he 
built  a home  and  made  other  improvements.  He 
passed  the  whole  of  his  very  long  life  in  this  lo- 
cality, with  the  exception  of  a short  period  spent 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1875  he  died  on  his 
farm  near  Portsmouth,  aged  ninety-two  years,  and 
was  active  to  the  last.  He  attended  the  Eriends’ 
Meeting,  but  his  burial  was  in  the  cemetery  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
political  faith  he  was  a Democrat.  Mr.  Anthony 
married  Ann  Hall,  a descendant  of  the  noted  Hall 
family  of  Portsmouth,  a noble  Christian  woman 
and  for  many  years  a very  prominent  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  Their  children  were ; Asa 
Burington  and  Hannah,  the  latter  of  whom  mar- 
ried a Air.  Eddy. 

Asa  Burington  Anthony,  only  son  of  David, 
was  born  on  the  old  farm  on  which  he  made  his 
home  all  of  his  life.  In  connection  with  farming 
he  followed  the  profession  of  a veterinarian.  His 
farm  consisted  of  sixty  acres,  a part  of  which  he 
finally  sold  to  Aliss  Sarah  J.  Ecldy,  when  he  re- 
tired from  active  life  and  spent  his  remaining 
years  with  his  son,  at  whose  home  he  died  x-Aug.  i, 
1904,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  laid 
beside  his  parents  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  he  had  served  as  justice  of  the  trial  courts  of 
Portsmouth,  and  also  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  For  a number  of  years  he  represented 
the  town  of  Portsmouth  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  was  a very  prominent  man  in  his  day. 

, Mr.  Anthony  was  married  at  Portsmouth  to 
Alary  xAnn  Fish,  a native  of  Port.smouth.  and  a 
daughter  of  Henry  F.  and  Alelvina  F.  (Tallman) 
Fish.  They  had  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Those  who  survived  to  maturity 
were;  Emma  F.,  wife  of  Charles  \V.  Faulkner,  of 
New  Bedford,  Alass. ; Henry  F.,  mentioned  below; 
David  B.,  a barber  and  hairdresser  of  Newtown, 
Portsmouth ; and  George  B..  a conductor  on  the 
I'all  River  & Newport  street  railway.  The  mother 
died  in  1894,  and  she  also  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Alethodist  Ejiiscopal  Church  cemetery. 

Henry  F.  Anthony  was  reared  at  Portsmouth, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  farm  with  his  parents, 
obtaining  his  education  in  the  local  public  schools. 
When  he  became  of  age  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  as  agent,  and 
when  that  company  became  part  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  system,  he  retained  the 
position,  and  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  been 
the  agent  at  Portsmouth.  He  is  also  a press  agent 
operator  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, and  is  considered  a very  capable  and  reliable 
man.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but  pays  no 
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more  attention  to  politics  than  becomes  a good 
citizen.  Jh-aternally  he  belongs  to  Eureka  Lodge, 
No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  IM. ; and  also  to  Aquidneck 
Chapter  No.  9,  of  Portsmouth,  and  has  served  as 
secretary  of  both  bodies  for  several  years.  IJoth 
he  and  his  wife  attend  the  religions  services  of  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

In  1886  i\Ir.  Anthony  was  married  to  Martha 
y\.  Elliott,  born  at  Newport,  daughter  of  Robert 
Elliott,  a well-known  citizen  of  that  place,  and  they 
have  one  son : Elliott  T.  Anthony. 

VICTOR  ALLAIRE,  a prominent  contractor 
and  builder  and  brick  manufacturer  of  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  Canadians  in  point 
of  settlement  within  miles  in  this  section  of 
the  State,  is  of  French  descent,  and  was  born  at 
St.  Ours,  County  Richelieu,  Quebec,  Dec.  5,  1846. 

Charles  B.  Allaire,  father  of  Victor,  was  born 
at  that  same  place,  and  was  a large  land  owner 
and  farmer.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  was 
the  father  of  thirty-two  children.  In  1856  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  but  in  1861,  on  account  of 
the  Civil  war,  left  his  family  there,  and  returned  to 
Canada,  where  he  followed  farming.  He  visited 
Woonsocket  at  intervals  to  see  his  family,  and  on 
one  of  these  visits  died,  and  was  buried  at  his 
native  home.  He  was  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Victor  was  a son  of  his  second  marriage, 
his  mother  being  Margaret  St.  Laurent,  who  died 
in  Canada,  where  she  was  buried. 

Vhctor  Allaire  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when 
the  family  came  to  the  United  States.  On  account 
of  being  compelled  to  go  to  work  in  the  mills  at  an 
early  age,  he  never  attended  school,  his  education  be- 
ing obtained  in  the  school  of  experience.  He  first 
engaged  in  work  after  coming  to  Woonsocket  in 
the  Lyman  Cotton  Mill,  receiving  for  his  services  six 
dollars  per  month  for  four  months.  He  next  spent 
two  years  at  the  Harris  Mill,  receiving  eight  dollars 
per  month.  The  family  then  removed  to  Blackstone, 
and  in  the  mill  at  that  place  young  Allaire  worked 
for  two  years  in  the  picking  room  at  three  dollars 
per  week.  Returning  to  Woonsocket  at  the  end 
of  this  time,  he  found  employment  in  the  picking 
room  of  the  Hamlet  Mills,  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1861,  his  salary . during  this  time  having  been 
five  dollars  a week.  On  account  of  the  Civil  war, 
business  was  discontinued  in  these  mills  at  this 
time,  and  young  Allaire  returned  to  Canada,  work- 
ing there  on  the  farm,  while  in  the  winter  seasons 
he  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  After  spending 
two  years  in  Canada  he  came  again  to  Woonsocket, 
and  here  found  employment  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  with  a Mr.  M.  Brown  for  one  year.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  gave  up  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  and  learned  the  trade'  of  mason,  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  that  occupation,  which  he 
has  followed  as  a contractor  and  builder  for  the 
past  forty  years.  Among  his  numerous  buildings 
here  may  be  mentioned  -several  private  dwellings. 
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the  East  School  street  public  school,  and  the  stone 
work  for  the  foundation  of  the  Woonsocket  Rubber 
Mill,  and  in  company  with  William  E.  Norton,  he 
constructed  the  Woonsocket  Court  House,  a granite 
structure,  at  a cost  of  $34,000.  In  1902,  with  i\lr. 
Norton,  Mr.  Allaire  started  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  at  Diamond  Hill,  this  partnership  continuing 
for  two  years,  when  Mr.  Allaire  bought  out  his 
partner’s  interest,  and  he  has  since  continued  the 
business  alone. 

For  a number  of  years  IMr.  Allaire  has  been 
greatly  interested  in  real  estate,  and  besides  his 
large  stone  house  on  East  School  street,  built  hi 
1885,  ^ number  of  other  valuable  pro2)erties. 

In  iiolitics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  before 
Woonsocket  became  a city,  he  served  as  a member 
of  the  town  council.  He  is  a member  of  St.  Jean 
Bajitiste  Society  of  Woonsocket,  and  with  his  fam- 
ily is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  attendiitg 
St.  Louis  Church. 

In  1865  Allaire  married  in  Ashland,  Mass., 
Malvina  Ouben,  born  at  St.  Felix  de  Valois, 
Quebec,  and  to  this  union  thirteen  children  were 
born,  the  following  of  whom  reached  maturitv : 
Victorine,  who  married  Napoleon  Jacob,  a merch- 
ant of  Woonsocket,  and  has  seven  children — Flor- 
inda, Dora,  Frederic,  Lauretta,  Medora,  Edna  and 
Irene;  Victor,  who  married  Emma  Leveille,  had 
two  children— W'ilfred  G.  and  Hector— and  dieil 
in  Alaska ; Malvina,  who  married  A.  Leopold 
Milot,  of  Woonsocket,  and  had — Leo  IMederic; 
Wilfred,  who  married  Ida  Ziden,  has  four  children 
— Wilfred  \dctor,  Aldea,  Frances  Annette  and 
Bernadette ; and  Beatrice  Irene,  at  home. 

JAMES  H.  HAMPTON,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  has  for  a number  of  years  been  en- 
gineer at  “The  Breakers,”  the  palatial  estate  of 
the  late  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
is  a man  well  known  in  Newi^ort  and  particularly 
prominent  in  Grand  Army  circles.  IMr.  Hampton 
was  born  on  a farm  in  Wall  township,  Monmouth 
Co.,  N.  J.,  Vlarch  10,  1843. 

James  Mitchell  Hampton,  father  of  James  H., 
was  also  a native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  and  operat- 
ing a farm  in  Wall  townshij).  In  his  declining 
years  he  retired  from  farming,  rented  his  property, 
and  with  his  wife  removed  to  Farmingdale,  N.  J., 
where  they  lived  until  her  death.  He  then  went  to 
live  with  his  son  Thomas,  at  IManasquan,  N.  J., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
being  buried  beside  his  wife  at  Farmingdale.  Pie 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  a Republican  in  [politics.  Mr.  Hampton 
was  married  in  Monmouth  county,  N.  J..  to  Susan 
Hurley,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  died  in  Farm- 
ingdale at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  horn  to  this  union,  namely:  James,  who 
died  young;  Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  James  Johnson ; Mary,  who  married  Sam- 
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uel  :\farks,  and  resides  in  Farmingdale,  N.  J. ; 
Deborah,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  James  Wilson, 
of  Wall  township;  Thomas,  who  is  a carpenter  by 
trade,  and  resides  in  Wall  township;  Alice,  now 
]\lrs.  Slocum,  a widow  residing  at  Ocean  Grove, 
N.  f.;  James  H. ; Levi,  who  resides  in  Howell 
township,  Alonmouth  Co.,  N.  J. ; Lydia,  who  mar- 
ried Asher  Wooley,  and  resides  in  Farmingdale, 
N.  J. ; and  Rebecca,  who  died  young. 

lames  H.  Hampton  attended  the  public  schools 
of  liis  native  county.  He  continued  to  work  on  the 
home  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  em- 
barked in  life  on  his  own  account,  first  at  farming. 
The  outbreak  and  continuance  of  the  Civil  war  im- 
pressed the  young  man  greatly,  and  fired  by  patriot- 
ism, he  enlisted  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in  September, 
1864,  in  Company  A,  14th  N.  J.  Vol.  Infantry, 
and  during  his  service  he  was  with  Gen.  Sheridan 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher  Hill,  Cedar  Creek 
and  others.  He  was  under  General  Grant  at  Fort 
Steadman,  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  Sailors  Creek, 
Farmville  and  Appomattox,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  being  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
1865  near  the  Capitol  City.  Air.  Hampton  had  the 
record  of  a brave  and  faithful  soldier,  and  was 
respected  alike  by  officers  and  comrades.  On  his 
return  to  New  Jersey  he  found  employment  as 
sawyer  in  a mill,  where  he  was  engaged  for  three 
years,  then  returning  to  the  homestead  for  one 
year.  He  next  took  up  railroading,  becoming  a 
fireman  on  the  New  Jersey  Southern  Railroad, 
running  between  Sandy  Hook  and  Wilmington, 
Delaware.  He  continued  for  four  years  with  this 
company,  becoming  an  engineer,  but  as  this  line  of 
work  did  not  prove  congenial,  he  gave  it  up  and 
accepted  a position  as  engineer  of  a stationary  en- 
gine at  the  “West  End  Hotel,”  Long  Branch,  N.  J., 
where  four  seasons  were  spent.  He  then  became  a 
fireman  on  the  Amboy  Division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad,  and  in  1874  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  after  a short  period  spent  as  engineer 
of  a stationary  engine  he  became  engineer  on  the 
Brooklyn,  Bath  & Coney  Island  Railroad,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  for  seven  years.  He  then 
was  employed  for  two  years  as  engineer  on  Charles 
Durant’s  yacht,  “Stella,”  and  in  1884  became  en- 
gineer of  the  Henry  G.  Alarquand  “Guern- 
sey” office  building  in  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1893.  In  1894  he  became  engineer  on 
John  Bacon’s  steam  yacht  “Oriole,”  after  which 
for  a short  time  he  was  engineer  at  the  Florence 
Apartment  Building,  Eighteenth  street  and  Fourth 
avenue.  New  York,  followed  by  a short  period  as 
engineer  for  the  Harker  Publishing  Company,  Park 
Place,  New  York.  In  1895,  when  the  late  Corne- 
lius Vanderbilt’s  magnificent  home,  “The  Break- 
ers,” was  built  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Hampton 
was  put  in  charge,  a position  he  has  held  ever  since. 
Air.  Hampton  is  honest  and  trustworthy,  and  dur- 


ing the  absence  of  the  Wnderbilt  family  has 
charge  of  the  premises,  as  caretaker  and  engineer. 

Air.  Hampton  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic 
fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Americus  Lodge, 
No.  535,  A.  F.  & A.  AT,  of  New  York;  Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  AT  ; DeBlois  Council,  No.  5, 
R.  & S.  AI. ; Washington  Commandery,  No.  4, 
K.  T.,  of 'Newport;  and  Palestine  Temple,  of  the 
Alystic  Shrine,  of  Providence.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  Charles  E.  Lawton  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  New- 
port, in  which  he  was  elected  commander  in  1906. 
Air.  Hampton  also  holds  membership  in  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Stationary  Engineers.  In 
political  faith  he  is  a Republican. 

On  Jan.  7,  1867,  Air.  Hampton  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Lippencott,  of  Farmingdale,  N.  J.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Hampton  have  no  children. 

CHARLES  GARDNER  THOAIAS,  a well- 
known  market  gardener  of  Portsmouth,  Newport 
Co.,  R.  I.,  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  county,  the  family  records  being  as  follows : 

The  Thomas  family  was  known  in  Portsmouth 
as  early  as  1726,  and  the  name  has  never  died  out 
there.  One  John  Thomas  was  known  much  earlier 
at  Jamestown  and  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.  In 
1688  he  was  a grand  juror,  and  a freeman  in  1700. 
He  bought  two  tracts  of  land,  in  one  of  which  there 
were  eighty  acres,  in  1701,  and  in  1707  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Kingstown.  He  had  sons, 
George,  John  and  Ebenezer.  Of  these  George  only 
is  known  to  have  left  posterity. 

George  Thomas  was  born  in  1681,  and  was  mar- 
ried (first)  in  1704,  to  Alice  Gorton,  and  (second) 
to  Airs.  Alary  Elizabeth  Phillips,  widow  of  John 
Phillips.  He  lived  at  Jamestown  and  North  Kings- 
town, and  died  in  1740.  He  was  made  a freeman  in 
1703,  and  in  1706  he  bought  land  in  Kingstown, 
and  in  1733  he  was  deputy.  His  children  were: 
Sarah,  Alary,  George  (born  in  1708,  and  died  in 
1735),  John,  Benjamin,  Peleg,  Samuel,  a daughter, 
Alice  and  Elizabeth,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage. 
It  may  have  been  the  above  Sarah  Thomas  who 
was  married  Nov.  ii,  1736,  to  Sampson  Sherman, 
a record  of  the  marriage  being  made  as  occurring 
in  Portsmouth,  also  the  above  Elizabeth  Thomas, 
whose  marriage  is  recorded  as  occurring  to  Thomas 
Freeborn,  at  Portsmouth,  Jan.  30,  1734. 

Joseph  Thomas  is  of  Portsmouth  town  record 
as  marrying  Alarch  15,  1737,  Sarah  Estes,  and 
their  children,  of  Portsmouth  town  record,  w'ere : 
Anne,  born  Aug.  26,  1739;  Joseph,  Jan.  3,  1741-2; 
Alexander,  Nov.  25,  1743;  Ruth,  Aug.  16,  1745; 
Lucianna,  March  29,  1747;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  15, 
1748;  Daniel,  Nov.  3,  1750;  and  Richard,  Nov.  28, 

1752. 

Richard  Thomas,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Estes)  Thomas,  was  born  Nov.  28,  1752,  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  and  married  Anne  Brownell,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Brownell.  Air.  Thomas  made  his 
home  in  Portsmouth,  follo^ved  farming,  and  in  the 
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course  of  time  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  Ilis 
children  were:  Philadelphia,  born  Xov.  27,  1775; 
David,  born  July  18,  1777;  Rut).,  born  Fcl).  7,’ 
1780;  Stephen,  born  Jan.  17,  1784;  Hannah,  born 
Oct.  6,  1787;  Gardner,  born  Oct.  21,  1790;  Sarah, 
born  July  4,  1792,  who  died  July  i,  1817;  Annie, 
born  July  5,  1796,  died  July  31,  1816;  and  Joseph, 
born  Dec.  15,  1797. 

Joseph  Thomas,  the  youngest  child  of  Richard 
Thomas,  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Dec.  15, 
1797,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  enjoying  the 
school  and  social  advantages  of  his  locality.  He 
became  a practical  farmer,  having  a tract  of  forty 
acres  of  the  home  farm  and  ten  additional  acres 
in  the  southern  section  of  the  town.  He  was 
looked  upon  as  an  excellent  agriculturist  and  as 
a man  of  sterling  character.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  was  first  a Whig  and  then  a Republican. 
For  many  years  he  was  a worthy  member  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Portsmouth,  in  the 
shadow  of  which  edifice  his  remains  rest.  His  death 
took  place  Sept.  7,  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years  and  eight  months.  He  married  Hannah  An- 
thony, born  at  Portsmouth,  Aug.  30,  1792,  daugh- 
ter of  Seth  Anthony  of  Portsmouth,  and  their  chil- 
dren w'cre:  Sarah  Ann,  born  Nov.  12,  1819,  died 
Sept.  I,  1820;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  2,  1821,  mar- 
ried Borden  Chase,  of  Fall  River,  Mass. ; Matilda, 
born  Nov.  30,  1822,  married  George  Wood,  of 
Taunton,  Mass.;  Henry  F.,  born  Feb.  21,  1824, 
died  at  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  married  (first)  Clara 
iMosher,  and  (second)  Harriet  Mosher;  David  W., 
born  Aug.  30,  1825,  and  died  at  Portsmouth,  mar- 
ried Harriet  Green;  Phoebe  Ann,  born  Jan.  23, 
1827,  married  Joseph  Bradford,  and  is  now  a 
widow  residing  at  NTwport;  Abby  A.,  born  Oct. 
I,  1828,  married  (first)  Samuel  Chase,  and  (sec- 
ond) George  W.  Grinnell,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Charles  L.,  born  Oct.  i,  1830,  died  April  14,  1834; 
Seth  Russell,  born  Aug.  31,  1832,  married  (first) 
Mary  Slocum,  and  (second)  Mary  Fish,  and  he 
died  at  Fall  River,  Mass. ; Charles  Gardner,  born 
Nov.  15,  1835,  mentioned  below;  and  Sarah  C., 
born  May  18,  1838,  married  William  Alfred  Chase, 
and  they  reside  at  Portsmouth.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  Jan.  22,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  She  was  a devoted  member  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  Portsmouth. 

Charles  Gardner  Thomas,  our  immediate  sub- 
ject, was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead  in 
Portsmouth,  Nov.  15,  1835,  and  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Portsmouth  and  New  Bedford:  He 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  his  majority, 
and  then  followed  fishing  for  two  years.  He  then 
spent  a year  on  the  farm  of  his  brother-in-law, 
William  A.  Chase,  after  which  he  returned  to  the 
homestead.  During  the  Civil  war  he  resided  in 
Dartmouth,  Mass.,  where  he  carried  on  farming, 
stockraising  and  dairying,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Portsmouth  and  then  started  into  the  produce 
and  market  gardening  business.  His  shipments 


are  made  to  Providence,  Boston,  Newport  and 
ball  River.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  moved 
to  the  Hull  farm  at  Newtown,  Portsmouth,  where 
he  built  a dwelling,  barn  and  other  necessary  build- 
ings. His  main  business  has  since  been  market 
gardening.  The  Newport  and  Fall  River  street 
railway  car-barn  has  been  built  on  his  farm. 

On  Dec.  5,  1856,  he  was  married  at  Portsmouth, 
to  Ann  Elizabeth  Fish,  a native  of  Portsmouth  and 
a daughter  of  George  Lawton  and  Ethelinda 
(Boyd)  Fish,  and  a granddaughter  of  John  Boyd. 
The  children  of  this  union  of  over  fifty  years’  dura- 
tion, are:  Sydney  Chase,  born  in  the  old  Chase 
homestead  at  Portsmouth  Neck,  Nov.  14,  1857,  is 
engaged  in  fishing,  associated  with  Capt.  Oliver 
Hicks,  of  Portsmouth ; he  married  Dora  Tallman, 
daughter  of  Joseph  IC  Tallman,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Henry  I.  Frank  Lawton,  born  April  22,  1859, 
at  Portsmouth,  is  now  a member  of  the  Providence 
fire  department;  he  married  Lena  Coggeshall,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Harold.  George  Bradford,  born 
at  Portsmouth,  Sept.  22,  1863,  is  a conductor  on 
the  Newport  & Fall  River  street  railway ; he  mar- 
ried Georgiana  Watts,  daughter  of  John  Watts, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Charles  and  Edna. 
Annie  A.,  born  Aug.  23,  1870,  married  John  Ha:l- 
ley  of  Portsmouth,  who  died  in  October,  1905, 
leaving  a widow  and  two  children,  Sydney  Chase 
and  Walter.  William  Henry,  born  Jan.  i,  1872, 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth ; 
he  married  Ellen  Oswell,  daughter  of  Israel  Os 
well,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Gladys. 

In  politics  Mr.  Thomas  is  a Republican,  and  he 
has  always  been  more  or  less  prominent  in  the 
councils  of  his  party  in  this  section.  For  a number 
of  years  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  and  his  sons  are  all  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Mr.  Thomas  being  a charter 
member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
of  Portsmouth,  of  which  he  is  a past  master ; 
a member  of  the  Chapter,  of  which  he  is  past  high 
priest;  the  Council  and  Washington  Commanderv 
at  Newport.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Thomas  was  tne 
administrator  of  his  father’s  estate,  and  he  has 
frequently  been  chosen  for  this  office  by  others.  He 
is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth. 

DAN  O.  KING,  M.  D.,  a physician  and  sur- 
geon at  Cranston,  R.  I.,  who  has  attained  emin- 
ence in  his  profession,  comes  of  a family  of  medi- 
cal men,  his  father  and  his  grandfather  both  having 
been  distinguished  in  this  line. 

Elder  Thomas  King,  son  of  George  King  of 
Cold  Norton,  Essex,  England,  and  the  American 
ancestor  of  Dr.  Dan  O.  King,  was  born  in  1614, 
and  in  1635  came  from  London  on  the  ship  “Bless- 
ing.” In  the  same  year  came  William  Vassel  and 
family,  whose  wife  was  an  elder  sister  of  Thomas. 
With  them  also  came  a sister  Susan,  aged  thirty. 
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He  was  known  later  as  Elder  Thomas  King,  and 
was  riding  elder  in  1691.  in  which  year  he  died. 
He  settled  in  Scitnate,  Mass.',  in  1635.  He  mar- 
ried (tirst)  Sarah,  daughter  of  James  Pike,  of 
Dnxhnrv,  and  she  died  in  1652.  In  1653  he  mar- 
rieil  lane  Hatch,  of  Scitnate,  and  she  died  the  same 
year.'  The  children  of  Thomas  King,  all  by  his  wife 
Sarah,  were  born  in  Scitnate  as  follows:  Rhoda, 
horn  ( )ct.  1 1,  1639.  married  John  Westcott ; George, 
born  Dec.  24,  1642;  Thomas,  born  June  21,  1645; 
Daniel,  born  Feb.  4,  1647;  Sarah,  born  iMay  24, 
1650,  married  William  Otis;  and  John,  born  ^lay 
30,  1652,  died  in  that  year. 

Thomas  King,  son  of  Elder  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Pike)  King,  born  June  21,  1645,  ^i^d  in  1720.  He 
married  Rebecca  Clopp,  and  their  children  were: 
Sarah.  Thomas,  Jane,  Daniel,  John,  iMarcy,  Icha- 
bod.  George  and  Anna. 

Deacon  John  King,  son  of  Thomas  and  Re- 
becca (Clopp)  King,  was  born  Aug.  ii.  I704> 
died  in  i\larch,  1799.  He  married  (first)  Mary 
Cleft,  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  and  removed  to  Nor- 
wich. Conn.,  in  1756.  He  married  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Burnham,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  married 
(third)  the  Widow  Ford,  nee  Mary  Davis.  His 
children  by  the  first  marriage  were  John,  William, 
'rhomas,  Lydia,  Mary  and  Jernsha,  and  by  the  sec- 
ond marriage  John,  Asa,  Elizabeth  and  Anna. 

John  King,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Burn- 
ham) King,  born  iMay  26,  1762,  married  Jane 
Knight,  and  died  in  1837,  his  children  being:  Dan, 
Thomas,  Jernsha  and  Anna. 

Dr.  Dax  Kixg.  eldest  child  of  John  and  Jane 
(Knight)  King,  was  born  Jan.  27,  1791,  and  died 
in  Greenville,  R.  I.,  Nov.  13.  1864,  from  i)eritonitis. 
His  father  was  a deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and  had  intended  that  young 
Dan  should  liecome  a minister,  but  the  latter’s 
thoughts  had  been  turned  another  way,  and  to  the 
good  deacon’s  dismay  he  decided  to  become  a physi- 
cian. On  his  father  refusing  to  consent  to  his  plans 
he  entered  the  family  of  Dr.  Adams,  of  Mansfield, 
who,  with  his  partner.  Doctor  Swift,  was  to  pre- 
pare him  in  his  medical  studies.  Ihe  [Medical  In- 
stitution of  Yale  College  began  its  lectures  in  the 
fall  of  1813.  and  Dan  King  was  matriculated  into 
the  institution  Nov.  i,  1814.  at  the  opening- of  the 
second  course,  receiving  his  license  to  practise 
April  4,  1815.  New  Haven  was  his  first  experience 
in  the  world  that  lay  beyond  his  native  farming- 
village.  Here  among  his  friends  were  some  who 
were  law  students,  and  he  became  attracted  by  the 
law  as  he  had  by  medicine.  He  continued,  how- 
ever. in  the  latter  line,  although  his  legal  study 
did  much  toward  making  rough  paths  smooth  in 
his  after  life.  He  began  his  practice  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Brewster's  Neck,  and  there,  at  a little 
water-fall  to  this  day  called  “King’s  Mill,”  he 
manufactured  the  unpretentious  “nigger  cloth.”  In 
the  great  fire  that  swept  the  commission  house  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  the  stock  from  King’s  [Mill, 


which  was  not  insured,  was  destroyed  and  the 
Doctor  financially  ruined.  Soon  after  this  calamity, 
in  1841,  he  removed  to  Woonsocket,  a more  prom- 
ising field  of  practice,  and  there  remained  until 
1848,  when  he  located  in  Taunton,  [Mass.  During 
his  residence  there  he  was  an  active  and  interestevl 
member  of  the  [Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
it  was  one  of  his  delights  in  after  life  that  he  had 
at  one  time  been  appointed  to  revise  the  by-laws  of 
the  Society.  ■ In  1852  the  Berkshire  Medical  Insti- 
tution gave  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
[Medicine.  In  1859  he  had  determined  to  give  up 
practice,  and  he  removed  to  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.,  but 
on  the  departure  of  one  of  his  sons  to  the  war  he 
went  to  Greenville,  to  carry  on  the  son’s  practice 
there  until  he  should  return.  It  was  there  that  he 
died.  His  remains  were  buried  at  Brewster's  Neck. 

Dr.  Dan  King’s  first  contributions  to  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  were  on  clinical  sub- 
jects, but  all  his  later  articles  were  ethical.  Scat- 
tered through  the  volumes  from  1849  to  1854  are 
several  articles  attacking  quackery  in  one  form  and 
another,  most  of  which  were  called  forth  by  pre- 
ceding articles  in  the  same  journal.  In  1857,  an  ad- 
dress entitled  '‘Spiritualism  Unmasked,’’  which  had 
been  read  before  the  Bristol  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, was  published  in  pamphlet.  In  1858,  as  a 
natural  sequence  to  all  these,  there  appeared  what 
has  always  been  considered,  in  its  way,  his  master- 
piece, “Quackery  Unmasked,  or  a Consideration  of 
the  Most  Prominent  Empirical  Schemes  of  the 
Present  Time,  with  an  Enumeration  of  Some  of  the 
Causes  Which  Contribute  to  Their  Support.”  This 
is  an  octavo  of  334  pages.  In  its  day  it  was  read 
with  great  satisfaction,  by  those  of  his  professional 
brethren — and  they  were  many — who  thought  as  he 
did.  He  was  opposed  to  the  habitual  use  of  tobacco 
and  alcoholic  liquors.  “Tobacco:  What  It  Is  and 
What  It  Does,”  a small  octavo  of  171  pages,  was 
published  in  1859.  At  one  time  he  had  in  manu- 
script a temperance  story,  but  was  persuaded  not  to 
publish  it  because  it  would  probably  not  be  a finan- 
cial success. 

There  was  another  series  of  Dr.  King’s  writ- 
ings that  had  their  mainspring,  perhaps,  in  his 
early  attraction  by  the  law  and  his  love  of  fairness. 

J'or  several  years  he  represented  his  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Charlestown  in  the  General  Assembly,  and 
while  there  he  was  appointed,  with  the  Hon.  B.  B. 
Thurston,  to  make  a thorough  investigation  into 
the  condition  of  the  Narragansett  tribe  of  Indians. 
The  report  of  this  committee,  the  authorship  of 
which  is  credited  to  Dr.  King,  was  presented  Feb. 
6.  1833.  three  columns  of  the  Providence 

Daily  Journal  of  the  next  date,  and  the  recom- 
mended act  accompanying  it  is  a column  more.  As 
a "State  paper”  it  roused  quite  a little  interest  at  the 
time. 

Dr.  King  was  an  enthusiastic  Suffragist,  and 
when  the  jiarty  in  1837  wanted  standard  hearers 
they  nominated  for  representatives  to  Congress  Dan 
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King  and  Tfionias  Wilson  Dorr.  This  young  man, 
Dorr,  was  a welcome  visitor  to  the  Doctor’s  study, 
and  many  long  evenings  were  spent  in  the  discus- 
sions of  how  the  reform  could  best  be  made.  But 
Dr.  King  often  showed  the  inconsistencies  of  a man 
of  ideal  principle  that  mingles  actively  in  politics. 
Thus  he  was  opposed  to  the  call  to  arms.  On  the 
whole  he  so  kept  the  respect  of  the  community,  that 
when  the  trouble  was  at  its  height,  and  he  was 
quickly  arrested  by  the  State’s  forces  as  a well- 
known  Dorrite,  the  officer  in  charge  immediately 
released  him,  when  he  was  brought  into  prison  by 
the  capturing  party.  The  result  of  the  uprising 
seemed  to  show  that  the  appeal  to  force  had  not 
been  wisely  taken.  Yet  Dr.  King  remained  true  to 
the  Suffragist  party ; and  on  the  death  of  his 
friend,  he  published,  in  1859,  “The  Life  and  Times 
of  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  with  Outlines  of  the 
Political  History  of  Rhode  Island.”  This  is  an 
octavo  of  368  pages,  with  a portrait  of  Mr.  Dorr. 

Y'hen  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  Doctor  King 
was  a stanch  Union  man,  and  an  anti-slavery  man 
as  well ; yet  his  sense  of  fairness  revolted  at  the 
draft  act,  and  his  feelings  found  vent  in  an  octavo 
pamphlet  of  one  signature  published  in  1863,  “The 
Draft,  or.  Conscription  Reviewed  by  the  People.” 
He  was  in  some  way  persuaded  to  keep  his  name 
off  the  title  page,  but  probably  all  that  read  the 
pamphlet  knew  the  author;  and,  although  he  was 
almost  alone  in  a minority  in  his  neighborhood,  his 
neighbors  knew  and  indeed  read  in  the  argument 
that  his  heart  was  with  the  Administration  in  the 
greater  issue.  And  there  was  a bit  of  excuse  for 
the  pamphlet,  even  if  its  publication  were  useless. 
In  the  “last  war”  he  had  done  conscript  duty  in  the 
defence  of  New  London. 

Dr.  King  married,  in  1816,  Cynthia  Pride, 
daughter  of  Captain  Absalom  Pride,  of  Long  Rock. 
They  had  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to 
aduft  age.  Thus  far  seven  of  his  descendants  have 
])ractised  medicine,  his  oldest  son  having  read  law ; 
the  second,  Absalom  Pride,  born  May  i,  1820,  was 
a “druggist  and  chemist”  in  Woonsocket,  when  his 
father  ])roposed  that  he  study  medicine,  the  young 
man  subsequently  going  to  Pittsfield,  gaining  his 
practice  license  in  November,  1845.  He  died  Oct. 
16,  1868.,  in  Providence,  where  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  ])ractice  since  '1855.  He  married 
in  1845,  Celia  Ann  Hendrick,  who  died  in  1905, 
they  having  one  son.  The  third  son  of  Dr.  Dan 
King  was  Thomas  Knight  King,  who  became  a law- 
yer. Howard  Williams  King,  the  fourth  son,  is 
mentioned  later.  Dr.  Dan  King’s  fifth  son  was 
Charles  P.,  who  became  a successful  merchant,  and 
the  seventh  was  George  A.  King,  a legal  practitioner 
of  Concord,  IMass.  The  sixth  son  of  Dr.  Dan  King 
was  Henry,  born  July  24,  1828,  in  Charlestown, 
R.  I.  As  all  New' England  boys  then  did  he  first 
took  to  school  teaching,  and  had  the  ultimate  pur- 
pose of  becoming  a candidate  for  orders  in  the 
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Episcopal  Church,  but  an  affection  of  the  eyes 
seemed  to  forbid  his  entering  on  any  such  literary 
work,  and  his  father  })ersuaded  him  to  study  medi- 
cine. He  went  to  Pittsfield  in  1853  and  to  the 
University  of  New  York  for  the  course  of  1854  and 

1855,  receiving  his  degree  from  the  latter  college  at 
the  close  of  the  session.  His  brother  Absalom 
having  left  Apponaug,  Dr.  Henry  took  the  place 
thus  left  vacant,  and  continued  there  until  1870, 
when  he  located,  as  had  his  brother,  in  Providence. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  assistant  surgeon  in 
the  Ninth  and  Twelfth  R.  I.  \'ols.,  and  was  for  a 
time  detailed  to  a regiment  of  the  regular  army. 
Dr.  King  died  at  Phenix,  of  chronic  enteritis,  Feb. 
21,  1891,  and  was  buried  with  the  ceremonies  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  married,  in 

1856,  Watie  H.  Low,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel 
Low,  of  Old  Warwick,  and  she  survives  him  with 
two  sons,  Irving  and  Willis,  who,  as  their  names 
would  suggest,  have  taken  to  literature  rather  than 
to  medicine. 

Dr.  Howard  W.  King,  fourth  son  of  Dr.  Dan 
King,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  May  l,  1824. 
On  completing  his  literary  education  and  attaining 
his  majority,  he  engaged  for  a short  time  in  the 
inanufacturing  business  in  Smithfield,  but  soon  re- 
nounced it  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  his  father,  who  was  then  engaged  in  an  ex- 
tensive practice.  The  profession  of  medicine  harl 
been  his  chosen  calling  from  childhood,  and  he  en- 
tered into  the  study  with  enthusiasm.  He  subse- 
quently graduated  at  Bowdoin  College,  and  com- 
menced practice  at  Greenville.  Here  he  remained 
seven  years,  except  about  a year  and  a half,  which 
he  spent  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. It  was  undoubtedly  during  these  years  at 
Greenville,  devoted  to  an  extensive  country  practice, 
that  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that  disease  which 
ultimately  resulted  fatally.  Only  those  engaged  in  it 
can  fully  understand  how  wearing  to  the  body  is  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  a country  community.  In 
the  war  he  was  surgeon  of  the  2nd  Reg.  R.  I.  Cav., 
which  was  stationed  most  of  the  time  in  Mississipjn 
and  Louisiana,  and  experienced  the  stern  vicissi- 
tudes usual  in  that  arm  of  the  service.  On  the  con- 
clusion of  peace  he  removed  to  Providence.  Here 
after  a short  time,  his  practice  became  very  exten- 
sive. He  was  elected  Surgeon  General  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Militia  in  1864,  and  held  the  office 
continuously  until  his  death.  He  was  president  of 
the  Providence  Medical  Association  from  1868  to 
1870,  and  in  1874  was  elected  vice-president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.  His  health  had 
been  several  years  failing,  and  in  1874  he  made  a 
trip  to  Europe,  with  the  hope  of  improvement,  but 
he  returned  no  better,  and  fully  comprehending 
his  disease  to  be  consumption,  and,  making  every 
necessary  preparation  of  his  affairs,  he  died  March 
^875. 

The  solemn  military  pageant,  and  the  hundreds 
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\vho  knew  him  well,  attending  the  funeral,  fittingly 
expressed  the  high  regard  entertained  for  him  in 
the  community.  If  the  death  of  Dr.  Howard  . 
King  admoni.shes  us  to  be  careful  of  our  physical 
strength,  his  life  teaches  us  that  intelligence,  indus- 
try and  kindness  in  our  calling,  meet  with  their 
sure  reward. 

l-'rom  the  press  is  taken  the  following  concern- 
ing Dr.  Howard  W.  King:  '‘A  good  physician 
attaches  himself  to  the  homes  wherein  he  ministers 
as  by  hoops  of  steel.  It  was  so  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  went  to  the  sick  room  with  such 
sym])athy  and  manifestation  of  interest  as  soon 
found  their  way  to  the  heart.  He  Carried  to  the 
bed-side  of  the  sick  a moral  atmosphere  which  was 
of  more  value  to  his  patients  than  the  medicines 
he  dispensed  so  skillfully.  His  patience  with  the 
invalid  and  his  encouraging  words  and  manner 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  have  trusted 
themselves  and  their  dear  ones  to  his  professional 
treatment.  Dr.  King  loved  his  liealing  work  and 
threw  himself  with  rare  devotedness  into  its  prose- 
cuticui.  He  was  an  observer  and  a student  down  to 
the  very  close  of  his  life.  Outside  of  his  profession 
Dr.  King  made  many  friends.  His  kindness  of 
heart,  his  courtesy  and  gentlemanly  manner,  en- 
deared him  to  a.  wide  circle,  who  will  gladly  bear 
testimony  to  his  personal  worth  and  his  genial, 
companionable  nature.” 

Dr.  D.\n  Ozko  King,  son  of  Dr.  Howard  W. 
King,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1852,  and  his  early  educa- 
tion was  secured  in  the  public  schools  of  Smith- 
field  and  Greenville  Academy,  and  the  High  school 
of  Providence.  Pie  attended  Brown  University, 
whence  he  went  to  Bowdoin  College,  pursu- 
ing his  studies  in  the  medical  department.  The 
next  year  was  spent  at  the  Detroit  Medical  school, 
hut  he  later  returned  to  Bowdoin,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1875,  beginning  practice  in  Pon- 
tiac, Warwick,  R.  I.  There  he  continued  for  fif- 
teen years,  building  up  a large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  becoming  the  acknowledged  leading  phy- 
sician of  that  part  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1891  the 
Doctor  located  in  Auburn,  where  he  has  been 
equally  successful  in  his  practice,  having  gained 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  citizens.  He 
has  no  specialties,  being  at  home  in  every  line,  a 
close  student,  a careful  practitioner  and  a steady- 
handed surgeon.  While  in  Warwick  he  represented 
that  place  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and 
he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Cranston  town 
council.  He  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  1. 
( ).  C).  F.  and  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  His  profession 
connects  him  with  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  So- 
cieties. 

Dr.  King  was  one  of  the  first  medical  examin- 
ers, after  the  law  was  changed,  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Bourne,  in  1884,  for  six  years,  over  Warwick 
and  West  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
men  of  Rhode  Island  to  go  to  Klondyke,  Alaska, 


but  only  for  the  pleasure  of  the  trip,  not  for  gold. 
Since  that  time  he  has  visited  nearly  every  country 
on  the  globe. 

In  1876  Dr.  King  married  iMiss  iMary  Harris, 
daughter  of  Wanton  Harris,  of  W oonsocket,  R.  L, 
and  to  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Lucille, 
who  died. at  the  age  of  nine  months. 

ED^IOND  B.  W^HITAKER  is  a well-known 
business  man  of  East  Providence. 

George  Anderson  Wdiitaker,  foster  father  of 
Edmond  B.  Wdiitaker,  was  born  in  Seekonk,  Mass., 
son  of  Jacob  Whitaker,  and  early  in  life,  was  a 
corder  in  some  of  the  mills  in,  or  about,  Seekonk. 
Later  he  followed  farming,  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
gaged in  teaming.  He  also  took  contracts  for  the 
building  of  highways,  and  followed  an  express 
business,  in  a limited  way.  for  many  years.  He 
lived  in  the  home  now  occupied  by  Edmond  B. 
W'hitaker,  for  many  years.  Pie  took  no  active  part 
in  jiolitics,  but  was  an  interested  member  of  the 
.school  hoard  of  East  Providence  District  No.  4, 
for  some  time.  He  was  probably  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, who,  in  association  with  Francis  Arming- 
ton,  had  the  letting  of  the  contracts,  and  the  su- 
pervision of  the  building,  of  the  new  school  houses 
in  East  Providence.  He  was  not  a church  mem- 
ber, but  his  religious  creed  was  the  Golden  Rule. 
Mr.  Wdiitaker  married  (first)  a Miss  Perry,  of 
Pawtucket,  and  (second)  Hannah  Ingraham.  He 
had  no  children  by  either  wife,  but  he  and  his  sec- 
ond wife  had  an  adopted  son — Edmond  B.  WBiita- 
ker,  born  July  2,  1864,  and  adopted  by  them  in 
November  of  the  same  year. 

Edmond  B.  Wdiitaker  was  educated  at  East 
Providence,  and  at  Perry’s  Commercial  College, 
and  the  private  school  of  Mrs.  Hazard,  in  East 
Providence.  He  left  school  at  about  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  then  worked  in  East  Providence  for  one 
year  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Walter  Pearse.  He 
then  accepted  a clerkship  in  the  Boston  & Provi- 
dence Clothing  Company’s  store,  whence  he  went 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Locomotive  works  for  a short 
stay,  leaving  there  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  J.  B. 
Barnaby  Company,  as  salesman,  and  in  this  capacity 
he  remained  two  years.  Then,  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  the  need  of  fresh  air,  he  became  a con- 
ductor on  the  horse  cars,  where  he  remained  al- 
together five  years,  although  during  this  time  he 
was,  for  a time,  with  the  Narragansett  Clothing 
Company,  having  charge  of  the  children’s  depart- 
ment. He  then  purchased,  at  Providence  Six  Cor- 
ners, “The  Variety”  store,  which  he  conducted  for 
eight  years.  In  June,  1901,  he  bought  his  present 
business,  and  since  that  time  has  conducted  the 
same. 

In  politics  Mr.  Whitaker  is  a Republican,  but 
takes  no  active  interest  in  political  matters.  He  is 
a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  Rising  Sun 
Lodge.  No.  30.  .\.  F.  & .A..  IM.,  having  passed 
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through  the  chairs  in  the  former.  He  is  also  af- 
filiated with  the  Eastern  Star,  and  the  business 
Men's  Association. 

Mr.  Whitaker  married  Helen  Frances  Gear, 
daughter  of  George  Gear,  and  has  two  children, 
Herbert  Eugene  and  Edith  Stearns. 

JAMES  BOYD.  The  many  magnificent  es- 
tates owned  by  the  summer  residents  of  Newport, 
with  their  large  green-houses  and  landscape  gar- 
dening effects,  demand  the  services  and  knowledge 
of  the  most  skilled  gardeners  and  these  positions 
are  filled  by  men  who  are  recognized  authorities  in 
their  line.  The  place  of  head  gardener  on  Mrs. 
William  Astor's  estate,  “Beechwood,”  is  filled  by  a 
Scotchman,  James  Boyd. 

William  Boyd,  father  of  James,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  son  of  Thomas,  a farmer,  who  lived  to 
an  advanced  age.  William  Boyd  was  during  his 
active  life  a wood  forester,  and  had  charge  of 
some  of  the  largest  estates  in  Scotland,  among 
them  “Torwoodlee,”  the  property  of  Capt.  Prin- 
gle, of  the  Royal  Navy.  Here  Mr.  Boyd  remained 
for  forty-four  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stew- 
art, and  they  became  the  parents  of  a large  fam- 
ily-, namely : Jane,  who  married  Hugh  Donald,  a 
resident  of  Galashiels;  John,  a stonemason  in  Ed- 
inburgh; James;  William,  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
and  spirit  business  in  Lasswade,  Scotland ; Alex- 
ander, in  a similar  business  in  Dunbar,  Scotland ; 
George,  a sculptor,  living  at  Newcastle,  England; 
Thomas,  a sculptor  in  Edinburgh ; and  David,  a 
traveling  salesman  for  Usher  & Co.,  wholesale 
dealers  in  wines,  spirits,  etc.,  of  Edinburgh.  Wil- 
liam Boyd,  who  had  been  retired  from  active  life 
for  several  years,  lived  quietly  in  his  native  coun- 
try with  his  wife  in  the  evening  of  their  days, 
until  July  10,  1906,  when  his  death  occurred,  at  the 
age  of  about  four  score  years.  In  1904  they  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding,  and'  the  shower  of 
beautiful  gifts  showed  the  estimation  in  which  their 
iriends  held  them. 

James  Boyd,  the  only  one  of  the  family  to  come 
to  America,  was  born  in  Roxburghshire,  Scotland, 
March  10,  i860.  Until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  was  sent  to  school,  but  after  that  he  was 
apprenticed  for  four  years  to  learn  the  gardener’s 
trade,  working  on  Capt.  Pringle’s  estate.  When  he 
had  mastered  his  trade  he  worked  for  several 
years  as  a journeyman,  and  was  employed  on  some 
of  the  most  noted  places  in  Europe,  spending  one 
year  at  Murdeston  Castle ; two  at  Lord  Blyswood’s 
famous  estate  in  Renfrewshire,  Scotland ; six 
months  in  the  Methven  nurseries  in  Edinburgh, 
and  two  years  at  Castle  Milk,  Sir  Robert  Jardine’s 
place  in  Dumfriesshire.  From  Dumfriesshire  Mr. 
Bovd  went  to  England,  where  he  was  first  em- 
ployed on  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of  Manvers,  one  of 
the' largest  and  most  beautiful  in  the  country,  which 
includes  the  famous  Sherwood  Forest  and  Robin 
Hood’s  cave.  After  three  years  there  he  became 


general  foreman  on  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of  Zet- 
land, in  Yorkshire,  whore  he  remained  two  years. 
Another  year  and  a half  was  spent  in  London,  in 
the  employ  of  James  X'eitch  & Son,  i)roprietors  of 
the  Royal  Exotic  Nurseries,  and  then  in  1888  Mr. 
Boyd  decided  to  leave  England  entirely,  sailing  for 
America  in  the  steamer  "Egypt.” 

On  his  arrival  in  America  Mr.  Boyd  secured  a 
position  as  gardener  on  \'ice-President  Levi  P. 
Morton’s  vast  estate  "Ellerslie-on-the-Hudson,” 
and  remained  there  four  years,  with  seventeen  men 
under  him  and  1,600  acres  of  land  in  his  care. 
Upon  leaving  Vice-President  iMorton,  he  went  back 
to  Scotland  for  a time  on  a visit,  and  when  he  re- 
turned to  America  he  was  employed  for  two  years 
at  “Callender  House,”  Tivoli-on-the-Hudson,  owned 
by  Johnston  Livingston.  From  there  he  came  to 
Newport  and  to  his  present  position  at  “Beech- 
wood,”  Sept.  I,  1894,  where  his  services  have 
proved  most  satisfactory. 

On  Oct.  7,  1888,  James  Boyd  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Lucy  Cornford,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Cornford,  of  Brighton,  England.  She  has  borne 
her  husband  six  children,  namely : Mary  Jane, 
Margaret,  James,  Jr.,  John  David,  Edith  Lucy 
and  Helen.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Newport,  where  his  wife 
also  attends.  In  politics  he  supports  the  Republi- 
can party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Rhode  Is- 
land Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  F.  F.  of  Newport;  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Society ; of  Clan  McLeod,  Order  of  Scot- 
tish Clans,  and  the  Newport  Horticultural  Society. 

JAMES  JOSEPH  SULLIVAN,  who  has 
charge  of  the  beautiful  gardens  of  the  Ogden 
Goelet  estate  in  Newport,  and  is  a leader  in  his  line 
of  work  in  the  city,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  grandfather  of  James  J., 
spent  his  life  on  his  farm  in  Ireland,  and  lived  to 
an  advanced  old  age.  His  son,  Timothy,  also  lived 
and  died  in  his  native  land,  where  he  Was  a farmer 
and  gardener.  His  death  occurred  in  1892,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Mahoney,  died  a year  previously,  aged 
sixty-nine.  They  had  a large  family,  as  follows : 
Hannah,  who  married  James  Gettings  and  resides 
in  Ireland;  Mary  and  Margaret,  twins,  who  died 
young:  Margaret  (2).  who  lives  in  Newport,  un- 
married ; Timothy,  a Newport  gardener,  who  died 
there;  James  J. ; Mary  (2),  now  Mrs.  Daniel  Sul- 
livan, of  Newport;  Cornelius,  who  died  young; 
Jeremiah,  who  also  died  young;  Patrick,  a gar- 
dener in  Newport:  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  James  Cal- 
lahan. residing  in  Ireland:  Michael,  a Newport 
gardener;  and  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  of 
Newport. 

Tames  J.  Sullivan,  born  in  County  Cork,  Ire- 
land. April  15,  1865,  attended  the  national  schools 
of  his  native' land  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age.  The  next  two  years  he  worked  with  his  fa- 
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ther,  and  there  learned  the  tirst  lessons  in  garden- 
ing. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  decided  to  emigrate 
to  America,  and  on  May  6,  1881,  sailed  from 
yueenstown  on  the  Cunarder  "Palmyra.”  He 
landed  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  remained  there  for 
several  months,  working  at  gardening,  but  soon 
went  to  Newport,  R.  1.,  to  work  at  landscape  gar- 
dening on  the  estate  of  Miss  Catherine  Lorillard 
Wolfe,  under  the  direction  of  James  Driscoll,  of 
Boston.  For  about  two  years  Mr.  Sullivan  was  em- 
ployed in  laying  out  and  grading  the  grounds,  and 
then  spent  between  three  and  four  years  more  on 
the  place  as  assistant  gardener  under  David  Fisher. 
His  next  position  was  as  assistant  gardener  under 
James  Cotter,  on  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Goelet. 
On  the  death  of  Mr.  Cotter  a year  and  a half  later, 
Mr.  Sullivan  was  put  in  charge  of  the  dower  beds, 
etc.,  under  the  general  direction  of  Mr.  Olmstead, 
of  Boston,  who  was  one  of  the  most  noted  land- 
scape architects  of  his  day.  Since  i\larch  i,  1899, 
iSIr.  Sullivan  has  held  the  position  of  head  gardener 
of  the  Goelet  estate.  He  has  about  ten  acres  of 
land  to  look  after,  and  employs  seven  or  eight  men 
under  him. 

On  Oct.  6,  1887,  James  J.  Sullivan  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  Frances  Burke,  daughter  of 
John  Burke,  of  New  York.  They  have  had  dve 
children,  namely:  iMary  r)Urke : Lillian  and  Made- 
line, who  both  died  voung ; W’inifred ; and  James 

J.,  Jr. 

iMr.  Sullivan  is  known  as  an  expert  in  Ins  hue, 
and  for  several  years  has  l)een  president  of  the 
Newport  Horticultural  Society.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  Court  Friendship,  No.  31,  Foresters  of 
America,  and  is  a member  of  Division  i,  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  of  Newport,  of  which  he 
served  as  president  for  more  than  sixteen  years. 
He  also  belongs  to  St.  Mary’s  Holy  Name  So- 
ciety, and  to  the  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat  on  National  issues,  but 
is  independent  on  local  cpiestions.  ■ 

ARTHUR  CHARLES  ^HLOT,  extensively 
engaged  in  the  hay  and  grain  business,  and  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  License  Commissioners,  is  one 
of  Woonsocket’s  substantial  men  and  prominent 
citizens.  He  is  a native  of  Canada,  born  in  the 
parish  of  Yamachiche,  County  St.  Maurice,  Que- 
bec, Nov.  10,  1861. 

The  Milot  family  is  of  French  extraction,  but 
its  home  has  been  in  Quebec  for  a century.  God- 
frey Milot.  the  grandfather  of  Arthur  C.,  was  a 
native  of  County  St.  Maurice,  where  he  was  a 
large  land  owner  and  farmer.  His  son,  Adolphe, 
was  born  at  Yamachiche,  that  county,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  following  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  there  married  Dorimene  Caron,  and  in  1879 
they  with  their  six  children  left  their  native  home, 
crossing  over  to  the  United  States  and  locating 
at  Taunton,  Mass.  He  found  employment  in 
the  cotton  mill  of  the  WTitten  Manufacturing  Com- 


pany, of  Westville,  now  Walker,  iMass.,  and  he 
later  became  engaged  in  the  hay  and  grain  busi- 
ness. This  he  followed  with  marked  success  until 

1905,  when  he  turned  over  the  business  to  his  sons, 
and  returned  to  the  home  of  his  boyhood,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died  June  24, 

1906.  He  was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
His  wife  died  in  Taunton,  Dec.  31,  1904,  and  was 
land  to  rest  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  of  that  city. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milot : 
Arthur  Charles ; A.  Leopold,  manager  of  the  hay 
and  grain  business  of  Milot  Bros.,  Woonsocket;. 
Flora,  who  resides  in  Taunton;  and  Adolph,  Al- 
bert and  Lucien,  who  are  engaged  in  the  hay  and 
grain  business  in  Taunton,  as  successors  to  their  fa- 
ther. 

Arthur  Charles  Milot  attended  the  local  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  the  Christian  Brothers’ 
school  at  Three  Rivers,  Quebec.  He  came  to  the 
States  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  and  found  employment  in  Taunton  in  a cot- 
ton mill,  where  he  spent  two  years,  receiving  a 
salary  of  eighty  cents  per  day,  and  while  there 
managed  to  learn  a little  English.  Having  been 
al)le  to  save  some  money,  he  left  the  mill  and  en- 
gaged in  the  hay  business  in  Taunton  as  an  im- 
porter, later  starting  his  brother  in  business  in 
New  Bedford,  Mass.  Some  time  afterward  he  went 
to  that  point  to  take  charge  of  it  himself,  and  there 
remained  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Woonsocket. 
Here  he  engaged  in  the  hay,  grain  and  feed  busi- 
ness on  Social  street,  continuing  there  until  1896, 
when,  his  ejuarters  being  too  small,  he  erected  a 
large  warehouse,  in  which  he  has  since  continued. 
He  is  assisted  in  business  by  his  brother,  A. 
Leopold,  and  has  added  to  his  stock  cement,  lime, 
drain  pipes  and  all  masons’  supplies.  Mr.  Milot  has 
also  been  greatly  interested  in  real  estate  in  and 
around  Woonsocket,  owning  tenements,  stores  and 
buildings  in  partnership  with  Mr.  F.  E.  Bartlett,  of 
Nasonville,  R.  I.  In  1904  he  formed  a partnership 
with  Joseph  Hoyle,  in  the  manufacture  of  bobbins, 
the  firm  being  known  as  the  Joseph  Hoyle  Bobbin 
Company.  They  erected  a two-story  brick  factory 
on  Pond  street,  Mr.  Milot  being  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  firm. 

■Mr.  Hilot  was  appointed  to  the  License  Commis- 
sion of  Woonsocket  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of 
that  body  in  1893,  was  reappointed  in  1898  and  again 
in  1903.  and  on  the  death  of  the  chairman  of  that 
body,  Col.  Henry  P.  Williams,  iMr.  Milot  was  made 
chairman,  a position  which  he  still  retains.  He  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
.Fourth  Ward  Republican  committee  for  several 
years.  In  religious  faith  he  is  Catholic,  and  was 
a member  of  the  building  committee  which  bought 
the  land  for  the  St.  Louis  de  Gonzague  Church,  of 
which  parish  he  and  his  family  are  members.  He 
is  a member  of  the  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society  of 
Woonsocket,  and  of  the  Cercle  Nationale  Drama- 
tique.  He  is  a stockholder  in,  and  director  of. 
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La  Tribune  Publishing  Company,  which  issues  the 
only  French  daily  paper  published  in  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  iMilot  was  married  Oct.  29,  1886,  at  Taun- 
ton, Mass.,  to  Flora  Cordelia  Wales,  born  in  Woon- 
socket, daughter  of  Willis  E.  Wales,  and  six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  Herbert  Willis, 
who  was  a student  at  the  Jesuit  College,  Montreal, 
and  is  now  studying  at  La  Salle  College,  Provi- 
dence; Laura  Rebecca,  a student  at  the  Jesus  and 
Alarie  Convent,  at  Fall  River;  Lillian  Esther,  a 
student  at  the  convent  in  \Voonsocket ; Aram  Ar- 
thur, attending  school ; and  Hortense  Louise  and 
]\lildred  Jennie. 

THOMAS  HOLMAN  (deceased),  who  for 
•over  sixty  years  was  a well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  was  a native 
■of  England,  born  in  the  parish  of  Gwinear,  Corn- 
wall, Sept.  18,  1818,  and  was  a son  of  Peter  Hol- 
man. who  was  a miner  by  occupation. 

Thomas  Holman’s  opportunities  as  a boy  were 
very  limited  as  his  parents,  who  were  poor,  died 
Avhile  he  was  young.  He  had  no  advantages  in 
an  educational  way,  and  was  but  eleven  years  old 
when  he  had  to  work  to  earn  his  living,  working 
in  the  copper  and  lead  mines,  where  he  continued 
until  he  reached  manhood.  Seeing  but  little  pros- 
pects of  bettering  his  condition  he  left  for  the  New 
World  where  his  skill  as  a miner  would  command 
good  pay.  In  1840,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he 
left  the  home  for  America  and  came  to  Rhode  Is- 
land, where  he  found  employment  in  the  coal  mines 
in  the  town  of  Portsmouth.  By  hard  work  and  his 
well  known  skill  as  a miner  he  soon  raised  him- 
self step  by  step  to  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  the  mines,  and  also  acquired  an  interest  in  their 
development.  He  continued  in  the  mines  until  1877, 
having  spent  over  thirty-five  years  in  the  work. 

During  his  time  at  the  mines  Mr.  Holman 
bought  land  near  by  and  started  into  farming  on  a 
tract  of  land  now  owned  by  Benjamin  Hall,  Jr. 
He  made  improvements  and  he  continued  there  for 
some  years.  He  also  bought  the  Hill  township 
farm  which  was  theliome  of  the  late  Asa  Sherman, 
and  is  now  owned  by  Benjamin  C.  Sherman.  He 
later  bought  the  tract  of  land  where  his  widow  and 
son  Frederick,  reside,  which  runs  from  the  east 
IMain  road  to  the  bank  of  the  Sakonnet  river.  A 
part  of  it  was  known  as  the  Hamilton  Chase  farm. 
He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  years  in  farming, 
owning  upwards  of  100  acres,  on  which  he  made 
great  improvements  and  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  with  much  success.  In  his 
declining  years  his  son  conducted  the  farm. 

Mr.  Holman  died  on  his  farm  June  8,  1904,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  nine  months  and 
twenty-four  days,  his  death' being  the  effect  of  a 
paralytic  stroke.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Paul’s 
cemetery.  Portsmouth.  He  was  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  but  never 
sought  office.  Fie  was  a member  of  the  St.  Paul’s 


Episcopal  Church  and  filled  the  office  of  vestry- 
man and  later  of  warden.  He  was  a man  who 
made  a success  of  life,  which  he  accomplished  by 
hard  work,  and  strict  attention  to  his  business.  He 
never  received  mucb  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  country,  but  he  was  a self-educated  man. 
He  was  much  devoted  to  his  wife  and  family,  and 
was  a good  citizen  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Holman  married  (first)  Oct.  4,  1843,  Mary 
D.  Sherman,  of  Portsmouth,  born  May  27,  1828, 
daughter  of  the  late  Benjamin  C.  and  Waite  (Hall) 
Sherman.  She  died  June  27,  1856,  the  mother  of 
children  as  follows:  (i)  Thomas  IF,  born  May  6, 
1846,  died  Oct.  3,  1848.  (2)  Rosalette,  born  May 

17,  1848,  died  Dec.  5,  1890,  the  wife  of  Captain 
Charles  Briggs,  of  Dighton,  Mass.,  who  with  his 
vessel  and  all  its  crew  was  lost  off  Point  Judith 
Jan.  2,  1882.  He  was  the  father  of  three  children 
as  follows:  Ada  Mary,  born  in  October,  1870; 
Annie  Holman,  born  in  April,  1875,  who  married 
John  E.  Lassen,  and  had  three  children — Henry 
Lester,  Hope  Holman  and  Paul  Lessen ; and  Lena 
Allan,  born  in  January,  1877.  (3)  Lavinia,  born 

May  I,  1850,  died  April  4,  1855.  (4)  Cordelia, 

born  Aug.  27,  1852,  married  Albert  W.  Lawrence, 
of  Portsmo.uth.  Mr.  Holman  married  (second)  Sept. 
25,  1858,  Hannah  Barker  Albro,  born  in  Ports- 
mouth, Oct.  28,  1835,  daughter  of  Oliver  Albro. 
Their  children  were : Frederick  William,  born 
March  25,  i860;  Fannie  Lavantia,  born  Oct.  8, 
1862,  who  married  July  29,  1893,  Charles  L.  Free- 
born, son  of  John  S.  and  I\Iary  Freeborn;  and 
Herman  T.,  born  Oct.  29,  1866,  who  died  Sept.  19, 
1888,  from  typhoid  fever,  and  is  buried  in  St. 
Paul’s  cemetery.  The  mother  of  these  children  is 
still  living  on  the  homestead  farm  where  she  now 
is  spending  her  declining  years.  She  is  a dutiful 
wife,  true  mother  and  good  Christian.  Frederick 
William,  the  only  living  son  of  Mr.  Holman,  was 
born  in  Portsmouth  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  has  devoted  all  his  life  to  farming  and  now 
operates  a part  of  the  homestead  farm.  He  is  much 
like  his  father.  In  religion  he  attends  the  Friends’ 
Church.  He  married  April  25,  1882,  Emily  A. 
Davol,  of  Portsmouth,  and  they  have  had  children 
as  follows:  Clifton  T.,  Nov.  19,  1883;  Charles 
A.,  Aug.  20,  1885;  Merle,  April  12,  1887;  Herman 
Franklin,  Aug.  3,  1890;  iMarguerite  D.,  Nov.  7, 
1892;  and  Grace  R.,  July  22,  1894. 

The  zA.lero  family,  of  which  the  present  Mrs. 
Holman  is  a descendant,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settled 
families  in  the  State.  Her  line  of  descent  follow'S. 

(I)  John  Albro,  born  in  1617,  embarked  in  the 
ship  “Francis,”  from  Ipswich  for  New  England, 
April  30,  1634,  under  the  care  of  W’illiam  Free- 
born, and  in  1638  he  accompanied  Mr.  Freeborn  to 
Rhode  Island.  Pie  was  a resident  of  Portsmouth, 
and  married  Dorothy  Potter,  born  in  1617.  Mr. 
Albro  rose  successively  from  corporal  in  1644  to 
lieutenant,  captain  and  major.  He  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  soon  after  1649,  and  frequently 
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served  as  moderator  of  town  meetings,  even  into 
old  age.  He  was  commissioner  in  1660  and  1661. 
He  was  assistant  many  times  between  1671  and 
1C86,  and  figured  prominently  in  important  public 
relations.  He  died  Dec.  14,  1712,  and  his  wife, 
Dorothy,  passed  away  Feb.  19,  1696.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  John  and 
Susanna. 

•(11)  John  Albro  (2),  son  of  John,  married 
April  27,  1693,  Mary  Stokes,  and  they  were  resi- 
dents of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  i\Ir.  Albro  was  one  of 
those  to  ,whom  was  granted,  in  1677,  5,000  acres 
of  land  to  he  called  East  Greenwich.  He  died 
Dec.  4,  1724.  His  children  were:  John,  Mary, 
Sarah  and  Samuel. 

(III)  Samuel  Albro,  son  of  John  (2),  horn 
June  16,  1701,  married  Nov.  25,  1725,  Ruth  Law- 
ton,  and  they  were  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  he  a free- 
man in  1722.  He  died  Oct.  5,  1766,  and  she  after 
that  year.  Their  children  were : Samuel,  horn 
Feh.  10,  1727;  Mary,  Aug.  31,  1728:  John,  Jan. 
30,  1730;  Daniel,  Jan.  17,  1731;  Jonathan,  Jan.  2, 
1734;  David,  April  i,  1736;  James;  Ruth;  Eliza- 
beth; Josias;  and  Sarah. 

(IV)  James  Albro,  son  of  Samuel,  married 
April  19,  1764,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Gideon  Dur- 
fee.  Their  children  of  Portsmouth  town  record, 
were:  Ruth,  born  Eeh.  28,  1765;  Samuel,  Jan. 
4,  1767;  Gideon,  Jan.  20,  1769;  James,  Dec.  30, 
1771;  Christopher  Durfee,  May  20,  1775;  Eliza- 
beth, July  17,  1780;  and  Eleanor  Durfee,  Oct.  18, 

1783- 

(V)  James  Albro  (2),  son  of  James,  horn  Dec. 
30,  1771.  married  Dec.  8,  1793,  Rebecca,  daughter 
of  David  Taber,  of  Little  Compton,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  Portsmouth  town  record  were:  Sarah, 
May  22,  1797;  Christopher,  Jan.  21,  1800;  Almira, 
July  16,  1802;  and  Oliver,  April  18,  1805. 

(\T)  Oliver  Albro,  son  of  James  and  Rebecca 
(Taber)  Albro,  was  horn  April  18,  1805,  in  Ports- 
mouth, where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home- 
stead and  made  farming  his  occupation  all  his  life. 
He  died  on  his  farm  and  was  buried  in  the  Union 
cemetery.  He  was  a Republican,  and  religiously 
a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  married 
Phebe  Thurston,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Susana 
(Lawton)  Thurston,  and  five  children  were  born 
to  them,  viz. : Hannah  B.,  who  married  Thomas 
Holman ; Christopher ; Caroline  A.,  who  married 
George  Breed,  of  Geneseo,  111.;  James,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years ; and  h'ranklin,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  at  the  home  of  her  son.  Dr.  Christo- 
pher Albro,  in  iMilford,  Mass.,  and  was  buried  be- 
side her  husband  in  Union  cemetery.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

(VH)  Christopher  Albro,  eldest  son  of  Oliver, 
was  born  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  town  and  later  East 
(ireenwich  .Xcademy.  He  taught  school  for  some 
years  in  order  to  earn  money  to  go  to  college  to 


study  to  he  a doctor.  He  first  attended  New  Hamp- 
shire College,  and  also  New  York  iMedical  College. 
After  he  graduated  he  returned  to  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  where  he  practised  his  profession  for  some 
time.  From  there  he  moved  to  Sterling,  i\lass., 
where  lie  also  practised  and  later  went  to  Milford, 
Mass.,  where  he  is  now  following  his  chosen  pro- 
fession aiid  is  among  the  leading  professional  men 
of  that  place. 

Dr.  Albro  married  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
Sarah  Adelaide  Hawkins,  of  East  Greenwich,  who 
was  a school  teacher.  They  have  one  child,  Ber- 
tram Allen,  horn  Nov.  20,  1877,  who  was  educated 
in  Boston  University  and  is  now  a teacher  of  lan- 
guages in  the  high  school  at  Princeton,  Mass.  He 
is  unmarried. 

CHARLES  A.  BROWN.  Lord  Bacon  is  on 
record  as  having  said  that  “though  kings,  princes 
and  great  personages  he  few,  yet  there  are  many  ex- 
cellent men  who  deserve  better  than  vague  reports 
and  barren  elegies.”  Though  he  may  not  have  attained 
worldly  renown  the  life  of  Charles  A.  Brown  has 
been  one  of  usefulness,  of  worth  and  of  long  con- 
tinued merit.  He  is  a descendant  of  Rev.  Chad 
Brown,  who  came  to  America  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams, and  of  whom  considerable  mention  is  made 
elsewhere. 

Gideon  Brown,  the  great-grandfather  of  Charles 
A.  Brown,  was  horn  in  what  is  now  Johnston,  R. 
I.  His  son  Nathan,  the  grandfather,  married 
(first)  Susan  Thornton,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows : Abba,  who  married  a Fiske ; Susan,  who 
married  Caleb  Alverson ; Ruth,  who  married  Wel- 
come Alverson  (a  brother  of  Caleb)  ; Phebe,  who 
never  married;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Harris;  Gideon,  whose 
first  wife  was  a Hart  and  his  second  a Cole;  Isaac; 
Nathan ; and  William,  who  married  Sally  Eenner. 
The  mother  of  these  dying,  Nathan  Brown  married 
(second)  Susan  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  no  chil- 
dren. For  many  years  he  lived  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  all  of  his  children  were  born  there.  After 
the  death  of  their  mother  he  removed  to  the  home 
of  his  second  wife,  near  iManton,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  about  seventy-two.  He  was  a man  of 
sturdy  character  and  more  than  usually  success- 
ful, and  no  doubt  would  have  attained  considerable 
prominence  hut  for  the  fact  that  his  health  failed 
a number  of  years  before  his  death,  a misfortune 
which  rendered  impossible  the  completion  of  many 
projects  which  he  was  known  to  have  contemplated. 

Nathan  Brown  (2)  was  horn  in  April,  1800, 
in  Johnston  on  the  old  home  farm  which  has  been 
in  the  family  for  so  many  generations.  He  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  farmer  and  gardener  for 
manv  years,  and  was  well  and  favorably  known. 
He  married  Amey  Vh'ight,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Wright,  of  Smithfield,  and  children  as  follows  were 
horn  to  them:  (i)  iMary  married  George  Field, 
and  became  a resident  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y..  where 
sl.e  lived  and  died.  (2)  James  H.  married  .\lzada 
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Aldrich,  and  they  had  three  children,  Walter, 
Henry  and  Alice,  of  whom  Walter  is  a resident  of 
Pawtucket,  R.  1.;  the  others  are  deceased.  (3) 
Charles  A.  was  the  next  in  the  family.  (4)  Henry 
was  drowned  while  en  ronte  from  New  York  to 
lYovidence;  he  was  unmarried.  (5)  Ann  F.,  born 
Jan.  29,  1826,  on  the  homestead,  now  resides  there 
with  her  brother  Charles  A.  (0)  George  married 
Abby  Andrews,  and  they  had  children : Levert, 
who  is  living  in  Johnston;  Lilly,  who  married  Wil- 
liam E.  \\’alker,  and  resides  in  Providence ; Lucy, 
unmarried,  who  resides  with  Mrs.  Walker;  James, 
residing  in  Foster;  and  Elizabeth.  (7)  Emma  P. 
is  the  widow  of  George  Walter  Davis,  a sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  Dec.  14,  1872,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
Aug.  4,  1883.  They  are  buried  in  Pocasset  cem- 
etery. 

Charles  A.  Brown  was  born  on  the  site  of  the 
home  he  now  occupies  Feb.  28,  1822.  Flis  earlier 
years  were  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  where 
he  assisted  as  best  he  could  in  the  toil  each  day 
brought  forth,  and  he  was  still  a youth  when  he 
commenced  to  work  for  others.  His  first  earnings 
amounted  to  fifty  cents  a day,  which  he  made  as- 
sisting an  uncle  to  harvest  hay.  Then  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Judge  Potter,  who  paid  him  eight 
dollars  a month,  and  on  Dec.  i,  1844,  he  began  to 
work  for  Arthur  N.  Kimball,  at  North  Providence, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  millwright.  He  be- 
came expert  in  that  line,  and  for  twenty-nine  years 
was  known  and  traveled  over  nearly  all  of  New 
England  in  the  pursuit  of  that  calling.  In  1873  he 
returned  to  the  parental  roof,  and,  his  father  hav- 
ing died  in  the  meantime,  bought  the  estate  from 
the  other  heirs  and  has  since  conducted  the  farm  in 
a most  creditable  manner.  He  has  remodeled  old 
buildings  and  erected  new  ones,  cleared  additional 
land,  and  made  all  the  improvements  which  give 
the  place  its  present  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. His  has  been  a busy  though  uneventful  life, 
progressive  and  thrifty,  marked  by  integrity  and 
honor  in  his  dealings  with  men,  and  full' of  good 
deeds  to  the  deserving.  Being  now  well  advanced 
in  years  he  has  abandoned  active  duties,  and  in  the 
“sere  and  yellow  leaf,”  amid  the  fruits  and  flowers 
of  an  energetic,  well-directed  life,  he  watches  the 
passing  of  the  years  with  the  intelligence  of  one 
who  has  sounded  the  spaces  on  the  thither  side  of 
the  infinite.  His  sister,  Ann  F.,  who  resides  with 
him,  is  a well  preserved  woman,  upon  whom  the 
hand  of  time  has  rested  but  lightly.  She  takes 
much  interest  in  the  events  of  the  day,  and  is  in- 
telligent and  entertaining. 

HIES  (Woonsocket  family).  For  approxi- 
mately a third  of  a century  Woonsocket  has  been 
the  home  of  the  Hils  family,  one  of  the  many  fami- 
lies who  have  come  to  that  city  from  the  Province 
of  Quebec.  Canada,  within  the  ])ast  half  century, 
who  have  done  so  much  in  various  ways  for  the  ad- 


vancement of  their  adojjted  city,  for  the  ui)li fling 
of  humanity  and  the  welfare  of  that  community. 
Reference  is  here  made  especially  to  the  late  Dr. 
Joseph  Hils,  a i)rofound  scholar,  learned  in  his 
profession,  that  of  medicine  and  surgery,  a man 
of  large  heart  and  generous  soul  whose  life  aj)- 
parently  was  lived  more  for  the  ha])i)iness  of  others 
than  for  himself — a man  much  of  whose  considera- 
hle  wealth  was  given  to  charity.  .\nd  here  contin- 
ues to  reside  his  stepmother  and  a younger  half- 
hrother,  the  latter  the  ])resent  Hermann  O.  ( ). 
Hils,  M.  D.  S. 

Ihe  Hils  family  is  a German  one.  The  parents 
of  the  late  Dr.  Hils,  Joseph  and  Rosa  (Stehle) 
liils,  were  natives  of  Germany,  he  horn  in  Duni- 
gen,  where  he  was  reared  and  bred  to  the  tailor's 
trade,  one  that  he  followed  as  an  occu])ation 
through  his  active  years.  After  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  his  native  ])lace,  he  and  his 
young  wife  came  to  the  New  World,  locating  first 
at  St.  Marie,  County  of  Rouville,  Province  of  Que- 
bec, Canada.  Here  oi>e  child,  Otto,  who  died  in 
infancy,  was  born  to  them  in  1847,  and  they  then 
moved  to  St.  Gregoire-le-Grand,  County  of  Iber- 
ville, in  the  same  Province,  which  was  their  ])lace 
of  residence  through  the  rest  of  their  lifetime. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Nov.  ig,  1870, 
who  died  when  her  son,  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Hils, 
was  yet  a young  man,  Mr.  Hils  married  (.second) 
Marie  Breault,  also  now  a resident  of  Woonsocket. 
She  is  a native  of  St.  John,  Quebec,  daughter  of 
John  Baptiste  Breault.  Five  children  were  born 
to  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Hils,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  the  other  being  Herman  O.  O.  Hils. 
The  father  died  iMay  6,  1893. 

Dr.  Joseph  Hies,  son  of  Jose])h  and  Rosa 
(Stehle)  Fills,  was  born  Sept.  21.  1849,  in  the  village 
of  St.  Gregoire-le-Grand,  Province  of  Quehec,  Can- 
ada, where  his  early  years  were  j^assed  In  a manner 
not  unlike  the  general  boy  of  that  locality  and  period. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  ]flace.  early 
showing  a liking  for  study,  which  later  on  attracted 
the  attention  of  Professor  Agapit  Anger,  father  of 
the  present  Deputy  Sheriff,  J.  A.  Auger,  of  Woon- 
socket, this  State,  who  was  then  one  of  the  learned 
men  of  that  locality.  The  latter  being  interested 
in  the  boy  became  the  tutor  under  whose  direction 
his  studies  were  furthered  as  a preparation  for  the 
Seminary  at  iNlarieville,  Province  of  Quebec.  En- 
tering the  seminary  young  Hils,  while  pursuing 
the  course  of  study,  stood  liigh  in  scholarship,  tak- 
ing many  honors,  and  was  graduated  from  the  in- 
stitution in  1869.  During  his  seminary  life  at  iMa- 
rieville  Rev.  Father  Dauray,  the  present  pastor  of 
the  Precious  Blood  Church  at  WMonsocket,  who  for 
so  many  years  has  been  the  spiritual  director  of 
so  many  of  the  citizens  of  W’oonsocket.  and  who 
on  various  occasions  has  been  so  highly  honored 
by  his  beloved  people,  and  for  many  years  both 
pastor  and  personal  friend  of  Dr.  Hils,  was  one  of 
the  ])rofessors  at  the  seminary,  as  was  also  the  late 
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r.ishop  Gravel,  who  was  for  years  a resident  of 
A\'oonsocket,  and  who  died  only  recently  in  his  old 
home  at  Nicholet  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  seminary  young 
nils  studied  for  two  years  in  the  military  school  at 
Montreal,  and  here  as  when  pursuing  his  classical 
studies  the  young  man  soon  showed  his  leadership 
in  his  appointment  as  captain  of  one  of  the  mili- 
tary companies.  From  this  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  was  the  first 
student  to  receive  a salary  as  such  as  drill-master 
of  the  military  company  at  the  College  of  St.  Marie 
de  Monnoir,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada. 

After  completing  his  military  education  and  ser- 
vice young  Hils,  having  decided  upon  his  calling 
in  life — that  of  the  practice  of  medicine — he  en- 
tered McGill  University  at  Montreal,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in 
i<S73 — a classmate  of  some  of  the  brightest  men  of 
our  lime.  It  is  sufticiently  worthy  of  note  to  here  re- 
mark that  at  the  latter  institution  the  famous  Dr. 
W'illiah  ( )sler.  formerly  of  John  Hopkins  Fmiver- 
sity.and  now  of  ( )xford,was  a classmate  of  Dr.  Hils. 
and  that  during  their  course  Dr.  Hils  won  the  prize 
iii  anatomv.  with  Dr.  Osier  as  second  in  the  compe- 
tition. Perhaps  a decade  before  the  death  of  Dr. 
Hils  Dr.  Osier  visited  Providence,  where  the  two 
eminent  men  renewed  their  college  life  to  the  great 
])leasure  of  them  both.  Another  in  the  class  was 
Dr.  1'.  Shepherd,  of  McGill  University,  an  emi- 
nent anatomist  and  surgeon. 

Dr.  Hils  received  post-graduate  instructions  at 
the  New  York  Polyclinic,  at  London.  Paris  and  Ber- 
lin, during  the  year  1889.  He  had  located  in  the 
])ractice  of  his  profession  at  Woonsocket,  this  State, 
in  which  he  continued,  with  the  excei)tion  of  the 
year  1889,  when,  as  .stated,  he  was  studying  abroad, 
and  where  for  his  great  learning,  his  eminence  in 
the  profession  of  medicine  and  surgery,  his  rare 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  in  citizenshii),  he  was 
endeared  to  all  who  were  enal)led  to  appreciate  his 
high  type  of  manhood.  xA.nd  he,  too,  was  widely 
known  out  and  beyond  town,  city  and  State  lines. 
During  the  WorkVs  Fair  at  Chicago  Dr.  Hils 
I)assed  a couple  of  months  in  study  under  Dr.  Pratt, 
the  eminent  orificial  surgeon,  of  that  city;  and  Dr. 
Hils  himself  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  the  repu- 
tation of  being  one  of  the  most  expert  orificial  sur- 
geons of  this  section  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Hils,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  had  resided 
in  Woonsocket  thirty-three  years,  and  during  this 
period  of  residence  was  not  only  a familiar  citi- 
zen, hut  one  with  an  extensive  personal  acquain- 
tance. Among  his  most  intimate  friends  were  Rev. 
Charles  Dauray,  his  pastor  and  former  tutor,  and 
Dr.  A.  M.  Paine,  with  whom  he  studied  when  first 
arriving  here,  and  with  whom  he  was  bound  by 
the  close  ties  of  friendship.  Among  the  physicians 
his  ability  stamped  him  as  the  premier  surgeon  of 
Woonsocket.  He  was  universally  known  in  Woon- 
socket as  a physician  and  surgeon,  but  his  marked 


ability  and  profound  knowdedge  of  surgery  were 
not  recognized  in  a general  way  outside  of  men  in 
his  profession.  To  these  his  \vork  along  these  lines 
had  established  him  as  an  authority  on  all  surgical 
matters.  This  reputation  was  not  confined  to  sur- 
geons of  this  city  and  vicinity,  but  throughout  New 
England.  His  life  had  been  devoted  to  study  of  the 
treatises  of  the  greatest  of  the  world’s  surgeons,  and 
his  knowledge  of  these  matters  had  accumulated 
by  a constant  application  to  all  of  the  first-class 
works,  a power  to  retain  the  essential  points  and 
an  application  of  them  in  his  practice.  To  Woon- 
socketers  he  was  known  as  a doctor  of  especial 
worth,  a man  of  great  intelligence  and  power  of 
thought,  hut  his  merit  as  a profound  scholar  did 
not  enjoy  the  widespread  reputation  of  which  it 
was  deserving.  Eccentric  in  a way,  Ifr.  Hils  was 
not  understood  by  all,  but  to  his  closest  friends  he 
was  a man  looked  up  to  with  much  regard.  Among 
all  classes  he  was  for  years  a favorite  family  phy- 
sician because  of  his  success.  The  success  he  at- 
tained began  immediately.  He  was  energetic,  and 
soon  acquired  a very  large  practice  among  all 
classes  of  people.  During  the  years  that  he  prac- 
tised in  \\’oonsocket  he  was  much  sought  as  a fam- 
ily physician,  but  in  the  past  few  years  he  relin- 
quished considerable  of  his  practice  in  order  to  de- 
vote his  time  to  research  of  surgical  treatises.  Out- 
side of  his  recreation  in  research.  Dr.  Hils  was  de- 
votedly fond  of  music  and  the  drama.  He  was  a 
member  and  ]:)ast  president  of  the  Cercle  Nationale 
Dramatique  and  for  many  years  took  leading  parts 
in  the  plays  presented  by  this  association,  winning 
much  favorable  comment.  He  also  had  always  ta- 
ken a prominent  part  in  arranging  for  the  great  na- 
tional celebrations  of  the  French-Canadian  people 
in  this  city,  the  principal  one  of  the  which  was  held 
June  24,  1895.  He  was  a member  of  St.  Jean  Bap- 
tiste Society  and  had  been  honored  by  that  organ- 
ization by  being  elected  president  for  three  consecu- 
tive years. 

Dr  Hils  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society,  the  Woonsocket  District  Medical 
association,  the  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society,  of  which 
he  was  president  in  1894.  the  Cercle  Nationale  Dra- 
matique. of  which  he  was  honorary  president  In 
1895.  His  work  in  these  organizations  was  prom- 
inent and  of  far-reaching  influence,  and  the  world 
is  certainly  better  that  he  lived.  He  was  a 
member  of  Garde  Richelieu  of  Woonsocket ; he 
was  consulting  surgeon  at  St.  Joseph’s  hospital. 
Providence,  in  1894-95,  and  a member  of  the 
Woonsocket  hospital  staff  and  surgeon-in-chief 
since  its  foundation  in  1888.  He  was  a specialist 
in  rectal  diseases.  He  became  affiliated  with  the 
Church  of  the  Precious  Blood  when  he  arrived  in 
Woonsocket,  and  before  his  death  made  the  church 
a presentation  of  stations  of  the  cross  imported 
from  Paris. 

Dr.  Hils  died  at  the  Woonsocket  Hospital,  in 
his  home  city,  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  Feb.  23,  1906. 
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He  was  stricken  with  illness  on  Sunday,  Jan.  14th, 
and  although  at  different  times  his  condition  war- 
ranted those  in  attendance  in  helieving  that  his  re- 
covery was  almost  positive,  different  phases  in  his 
illness  caused  a complication  which  resulted  in  his 
death  at  the  time  and  place  above  stated.  During 
the  approximately  third  of  a century  of  Dr.  Hils’^ 
residence  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  he'  had  made  his 
home  with  the  Hebert  family,  as  per  arrangement 
in  the  beginning  of  Prof.  Auger,  the  Doctor’s 
school  professor,  who  was  a kinsman  to  the  family 
referred  to,  and  it  was  in  this  same  family  home 
thaf  his  body  lay  in  a handsome  oak  couch  casket 
just  prior  to  its  being  removed  to  its  last  resting 
place,  and  where  it  was  viewed  by  hundreds  of 
loving  friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  deceased. 
The  funeral  took  place  from  the  Precious  Blood 
Church,  the  officiating  minister  being  Rev.  Charles 
Dauray,  who  was  a tutor  of  the  deceased  in  his 
younger  days  back  in  the  earlier  home  country  of 
the  two,  and  afterward  one  of  his  closest  friends 
and  his  spiritual  adviser.  The  active  pall  bearers 
were  Messrs.  Laurent  Breault,  Phillippe  Hebert, 
Dr.  A.  M.  Paine,  Dr.  Charon,  of  Manville,  R.  L, 
Dr.  J.  Edgar  Tanquay,  Dr.  James  F.  Gilbert, 
George  X.  Girard  and  Henry  Rousseau.  The 
body  was  placed  in  a private  vault  in  the  Precious 
Blood  cemetery,  where  a very  elegant  granite  mon- 
ument was  erected  over  his  remains. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Hils  the 
Woonsocket  Reporter  said  editorially:  “By  the 
death  this  morning  of  Dr.  Joseph  Hils,  Woonsocket 
loses  a man  widely  known  in  his  profession,  despite 
his  preference  for  a local  field  for  practice,  and  one 
to  whom  national,  not  to  say  international,  fame  was 
at  any  time  within  his  power  of  attainment  had  he 
but  chosen  to  win  it.  We  speak  advisedly  in  saying 
that  the  name  of  Joseph  Hils  could  have  stood  be- 
side that  of  the  greatest  in  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery  had  he  desired  to  place  it  there. 
He  had  every  qualification ; he  had  no  defects  in 
character  to  prevent  it.  It  was  his  preference  to 
be  a country  general  practitioner.  He  would  rather 
serve  the  common  run  of  suffering  humanity  than 
the  wealthy  and  the  distinguished,  successful  at- 
tendance upon  whom  would  have  meant  fame,  fees, 
and  then  again  greater  fees  and  fame. 

“Dr.  Hils  possessed  a masterly  mind,  untiring 
energy  in  acquiring  knowledge,  and  a boundless 
capacity  for  giving  information.  He  was  not  only 
a natural-born  student,  but  a natural-born  teacher. 
He  taught  all — be  they  patients  or  not.  The  man 
who  asked  him  for  information  received  a rich  mine 
of  it,  whether  he  came  as  a patient  or  an  acquain- 
tance. The  Doctor  spent  a lifetime  in  diffusing 
the  knowledge  that  he  was  all  the  time  acquiring. 
He  was  prodigal  of  his  learning  to  his  brother  Her  • 
mann,  to  brother  physicians,  to  laymen,  to  all  who 
could  appreciate  and  profit  by  what  he  would  im- 
part. He  was  not  confined  in  his  acquiring  to  the 
departments,  strictly  speaking,  of  medicine  and 


surgery.  His  field  of  study  and  teaching  embraced 
every  line  which  could  even  remotely  bear  upon 
life,  health  and  disca.se.  He  was  a lover,  t(X),  of  all 
the  fine  arts  and  a connoisseur.  It  was  his  ideal 
of  the  physician’s  office  to  he  a missionary  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge  that  would  prevent  disease. 

“Unlike  so  many  brilliant  men.  Dr.  Hils  ])0.s- 
sessed  no  failings  in  character  or  habits  which  un- 
fitted him  for  the  performance  of  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Every  faculty  that  he  possessed 
was  preserved  to  the  last  in  as  perfect  a state  as 
right  living  would  permit. 

“A  local  physician,  himself  of  high  standing, 
submitted  a member  of  his  family  to  Dr.  Hils’  care 
for  a surgical  operation.  A friend  said  to  the  first 
mentioned  doctor,  T should  have  expected  you  to 
have  summoned  some  eminent  physician  from  some 
of  the  large  cities.’  The  physician  responded,  with 
warmth,  Tf  there  had  been  a surgeon  in  this  coun- 
try or  Europe  that  I had  greater  confidence  in  than 
Dr.  Hils,  I would  have  obtained  him.’ 

“No  man  had  higher  ideals  of  his  life  work  than 
Dr.  Hils.  Fame,  large  fees,  wealth,  stylish  living, 
were  no  part  of  those  ideals.  To  do  much  good, 
to  succeed  with  every  case  he  undertook,  to  teach 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  God’s  temple,  the  human  body,  was  his  am- 
bition. It  has  been  said  that  Prof.  Mark  Hopkins 
on  one  end  of  a log  and  a student  on  the  other  end 
would  constitute  a university,  so  great  was  Dr. 
Hopkins’  capacity  for  teaching.  Likewise,  to  as- 
sociate with  Dr.  Hils  was  an  education.  To  im- 
bibe his  ideas  of  duty  in  life  was  an  inspiration. 
To  follow  in  his  footsteps  as  a physician  would  be 
a consecration  of  strength,  service  and  talent. 

“Woonsocket  has  few  things  for  which  to  be 
more  grateful  than  for  thirty  or  more  years,  the 
best  part,  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Joseph  Hils.  His  end 
seems  untimely,  but  no  day  of  his  life  had  been 
wasted,  no  opportunity  for  doing  good  lost.” 

Dr.  Hils  left  an  estate  of  upwards  of  $160,000, 
the  bulk  of  which  was  given  to  charity,  and  $75,000 
was  given  outright  to  institutions  connected  with 
or  to  be  established  by  the  Church  of  the  Precious 
Blood  Parish.  Rev.  Charles  Dauray,  the  almost 
lifelong  friend  of  Dr.  Hils,  was  one  of  the  exec- 
utors of  the  will.  One  of  the  large  bequests  is  the 
sum  of  $50,000  to  the  Franciscan  sisters,  missioners 
of  IMary,  with  Father  Dauray  as  trustee,  for  the 
building  and  maintaining  of  an  orphanage  con- 
nected with  the  Church  of  the  Precious  Blood, 
which  home  was  made  possible  by  Dr.  L.  G.  Arch- 
ambault’s  gift  of  $40,000. 

Hermann  Otto  Oswald  Hils.  M.  D.  S.,  son  of 
the  late  Joseph  and  IMarie  (Breault)  Hils,  was  born 
at  St.  Gregoire-le-Grand,  Quebec,  Canada,  where 
he  received  his  early  education.  He  later  resided  with 
his  brother  Dr.  Joseph  Hils,  under  whose  careful 
and  efficient  direction  he  was  prepared  for  college. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  Hermann  returned 
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to  Canada  where  he  entered  ]\lonnt  St.  Louis  In- 
stitute, from  which  he  was  subsequently  graduated 
with  liigh  honors.  During  this  period  he  was  a 
member  of  the  h'irst  Company  of  xM.  S.  L.  Cadets, 
the  winners  of  the  Trophy  of  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught. Later  lie  liecame  a member  of  the  65th 
Regiment  of  iMontreal.  He  next  became  a student 
of  his  brother's  Alma  Hater,  the  Seminary  of  St. 
iMarie  de  xMonnoir,  where  his  love  of  science  and 
knowledge  prompted  his  pursuit  of  a classical 
course.  From  this  institution  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  B.  L.  in  1902.  He  stood  excep- 
tionally high  in  his  class,  taking  honors  and  medals. 
He  was  especially  fond  of,  and  equally  proficient  in, 
literature  and  elocution,  and  in  this  connection  won 
the  gold  medal  presented  by  the  late  Bishop  Des- 
celles,  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  Canada.  In  1903  he  en- 
tered McGill  University,  Montreal,  and  began  the 
study  of  medicine.  The  serious  illness  of  his 
brother,  however,  prompted  the  abandonment  of 
his  studies  and  he  took  his  place  at  the  bedside  of 
the  sufferer,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  death  of 
his  beloved  brother,  friend  and  educator  that  he 
returned  to  his  University.  His  plans  were  then 
somewhat  changed,  and  he  began  the  study  of 
dentistry,  graduating  as  M.  D.  S.,  in  1908. 

On  June  7,  1906,  at  the  parish  church  of  -New 
Bedford,  Dr.  Hils  married  i\liss  Georgianna 
Brault,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  Brault,  of  New 
Bedford,  ]\lass.  iMrs.  Hils  is  a lady  well  and  most 
favorably  known,  and  much  beloved  by  her  as- 
sociates who  find  in  her  many  charming  and  wo- 
manly qualities.  To  his  natural  talent  and  rare 
mental  capacity  Dr.  Hils  has  , by  study,  education* 
and  application,  fitted  himself  to  command  the  bril- 
liant add  successful  future  which  is  predicted  for 
him. 

PHILIP  MASON  PECKHAM,  who  during 
his  lifetime  was  a well  known  citizen  of  IMiddle- 
town,  was  born  there  on  Honyman  Hill,  Jan.  i, 
1833,  youngest  son  of  Gideon  and  Cynthia  (Bar- 
ker) Peckham.  This  family,  of  which  he  was  a 
worthy  rei)resentative,  is  one  whose  settlement  in 
America  dates  back  to  something  less  than  300 
years,  and  one  which  has  been  prominent  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Peckham  was  born  in  England,  and 
emigrated  among  the  early  settlers  to  New'  Eng- 
land, making  his  home  in  Middletown.  Twice 
married,  his  first  wdfe  was  IMary  Clarke,  and  his 
second  Eleanor.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. 

(II)  William  Peckham,  youngest  son  of  John 
by  his  first  marriage,  was  born  in  1647,  lived 
in  Newport.  He  was  ordained  paster  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  the  fourth  pastor  of  it  and  the 
first  Baptist  minister  probably  to  be  ordained  on 
this  continent.  He  had  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. 

(III)  Samuel  Peckham,  youngest  son  of  Wil- 


liam, married  Elizabeth  M'eeden,  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Weeden,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  Middletowui,  dying  there  in  1757.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  them. 

(IV)  William  Peckham  was  born  in  1727  in 
Middletown,  and  there  married  Oct.  5,  1758,  Sa- 
rah, daughter  of  Joshua  Peckham. 

(V)  Gideon  Peckham  was  born  at  the  old 
homestead  in  1782.  His  schooling  was  limited, 
but  he  was  a man  of  intelligence,  and  became  well- 
read  and  well-informed.  His  active  years  were 
sj)ent  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  Both  men- 
tally and  physically  Mr.  Peckham  was  built  on  gen- 
erous lines,  and  his  honesty  and  force  of  character 
made  him  deeply  respected  l)y  all  who  knew  him. 
Originally  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
at  Newport,  he  w'as  afterw'ard  one  of  the  founders 
and  stanch  supporters  of  the  Christian  Church  at 
IMiddletown,  in  which  he ' served  as  deacon'.  In 
politics  he  was  independent  in  his  views. 

Gideon  Peckham  married  Miss  Cynthia  Barker, 
a native  of  Middletown,  and  a woman  whose  Chris- 
tian character  made  her  in  perfect  accord  with  the 
high  princii)les  which  governed  her  husband's 
whole  life.  .She  died  at  her  home  March  21,  1856, 
two  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Peckham,  who 
died  April  24,  1854.  Of  their  fourteen  children 
eleven  grew  to  maturity.  They  were  as  follows : 
Benedict,  born  Oct.  19,  1806:  John  C.,  Feb.  16, 
1808:  Jesse  (deceased  in  infancy)  ; Elizabeth,  April 

23,  1811  ; Cynthia  A.,  Jan.  16.  1813;  Malinda,  May 

24,  1815;  Gideon  B.,  May  16,  1817;  Hosea,  Oct. 
14,  1819  (deceased  in  infancy)  ; Hosea  (2),  Dec. 
14,  1821;  Nathaniel,  Aug.  27,  1823;  Jennie  (who 
died  youiig)  ; Sarah,  June  18,  1826;  xNdelia,  May 
3,  1830;  and  Philip  Mason,  Jan.  i,  1833. 

(VT)  Philij)  INlason  Peckham  was  educated  m 
the  schools  of  Middletown,  and  spent  his  youth  at 
home  on  the  old  Gideon  Peckham  farm,  formerly 
the  Baker  farm,  on  the  \\'a])ping  road,  helping  his 
father  with  the  work  on  the  place.  When  he  reached 
manhood  he  continued  farming  as  his  lifework,  and 
remained  on  the  home  farm  until  1863,  when  he 
settled  down  for  the  rest  of  his  life  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  son,  Charles  A.  He  made  many 
improvements  on  the  place  and  carried  on  market 
gardening  in  addition  to  general  farming.  His 
cleath,  which  occurred  Jan.  21,  1888,  while  he  was 
in  Newport  on  business,  was  very  sudden,  and  a 
great  shock  to  the  family,  for  without  warning  he 
was  taken  ill  and  dropped  dead  at  the  corner  of 
b'arewell  and  Marlboro  streets.  He  was  at  first 
buried  in  the  old  family  graveyard  on  the  home- 
stead, but  his  remains  were  later  interred  in  the 
IMiddletown  cemetery.  Like  his  father  he  was 
noted  for  his  uprightness  of  character,  and  abso- 
lute honesty  and  fairness  in  all  his  dealings.  A 
Republican  in  his  views,  he  was  no  politician,  but 
stood  as  a fine  example  of  real  good  citizenship. 

The  marriage  of  Phili])  ?\f.  Peckham  and  Mary 
1).  Tucker,  of  South  Kingstown,  occurred  in  New- 
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port  Jan.  13,  1854.  Mrs.  I'eckhani  died  ten  years 
after  her  husband,  Oct.  6,  1898,  and  was  buried 
in  Middletown  cemetery.  Their  children  were  horn 
as  follows:  Charles  A.,  Dec.  23,  1854;  Sarah  1'., 
Sept.  8,  1856  (who  married  Sept.  15,  1882,  J3avid 
Hunt,  and  both  now  deceased)  ; Mary  E.,  Sept.  20, 
1857  (who  married  Orrin  P.  Barkcr,"and  resides  m 
Providence);  Philip  Mason,  Sept,  ir,  1859  (who 
died  Aug.  10,  1866)  ; Phoebe  A.,  Oct.  20,  1860 
(who  died  Feb.  27,  1905)  ; Edmund  B.,  May  10, 
1862  (and  died  Oct.  7,  1862)  ; Lizzie  L.,  March  r, 
1864  (who  married  William  V.  Hart,  of  Middle- 
town,  and  has  four  children,  Crawford  Peckham, 
Louise  Mason,  Alary  Lydia  and  Lizzie  Clark)  ; 
James  W.,  Alarch  28,  1870  (who  married  Annie 
D.  Champlin,  and  has  two  children — Dorothy  and 
Philip  Alason  2d)  ; and  Emma  J.,  May  18,  1871 
(who  died  July  ii,  1872). 

Charles  Augustus  Peckham  was  sent  to  the 
home  schools  in  Middletown.  Farming  and  team- 
ing have  always  been  his  chief  occupations,  and 
since  his  father's  death  he  has  been  carrying  on  the 
homestead  farm.  He  is  a good  Republican  and  in- 
terested in  all  questions  of  local  improvement,  hav- 
ing served  as  overseer  of  roads  for  a period  of 
fifteen  years.  He  is  a member  of  Aquidneck 
Grange,  and  one  of  its  active  workers.  Mr.  Peck- 
ham is  a worthy  descendant  of  the  noble  men  who 
have  borne  the  name  before  him,  bears  an  excellent 
reputation  among  his  fellow  citizens  and  has  many 
good  friends.  He  is  unmarried. 

INGRAHAM  (Providence  and  'East  Provi- 
dence families).  The  Providence  and  East  Provi-' 
dence  Ingrahams,  notably  the  posterity  of  the  late 
Solomon,  Daniel,  Joshua  and  Matthew  Ingraham, 
all  substantial  men  and  respected  citizens  of  their 
communities,  and  some  of  whose  children  and 
grandchildren  are  now  active  and  prominent  m 
business  and  social  life  here,  spring  from  William 
Ingraham  of  Boston,  one  of  the  purchasers  of  the 
Mount  Hope  lands,  Bristol,  R.  I.,  1680,  whose  de- 
scendants have  been  numerous  and  continuous  in 
the  old  home  town  of  Bristol,  whence  came  the  ear- 
lier Ingrahams  of  Warren  and  Barrington.  The 
Ingrahams  have  by  marriage  become  allied  with 
some  of  the  first  and  earliest  families  of  Alassa- 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  among  them  the  Glad- 
dings,  Lawtons,  Carpenters,  Humphreys,  Blandings 
and  Anthonys.  The  family  was  represented  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  records  of  town  and 
church  evidence  an  active  part  in  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious relations  of  life. 

(I)  William  Ingraham,  of  Boston,  was  one  of 
the  original  purchasers  of  the  Mount  Hope  lands 
and  one  of  the  signers,  Aug.  27,  1680,  of  wriat 
were  known  as  the  Great  Articles,  whereby  he  be- 
came owner  of  one-thirty-second  part  of  the  lands. 

(H)  Timothv  Ingraham,  son  of  William,  came 
to  the  Mount  Hope  lands  and  made  the  town  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  his  home.  He  brought  with  him  his 


bride,  Sarah,  who  was  then  only  nineteen  years 
of  age,  and  in  Bristol  were  i)orn  their  chil- 
dren. Young  Ingraham  occupied  a house  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Hope  and  Constitution  streets. 
The  children  of  Timothy  and  Sarah,  of  Bristol  rec- 
ord, were:  Timothy,  horn  Jan.  7,  1691;  Sarah, 
born  Sei)t.  23,  1O95 ; Jeremiah,  born  Jan.  18,  1O97; 
Edward,  born  Nov.  2,  1699;  John,  born  Dec.  8, 
1701;  Joshua,  born  h'eb.  12,  1704-05;  Isaac,  born 
May  17,  1706;  and  Sarah,  born  1708. 

(HI)  Joshua  Ingraham,  son  of  Timothy,  l)orn 
lAb.  12,  1704-05,  married  (first)  Oct.  23,  1729, 
Alartha  Lawton,  and  their  children  of  Bristol  rec- 
ord were:  Johsua,  horn  Sept.  13,  1730;  Lawton, 
Dec.  23,  1732;  Adargaret,  Alarch  4,  1735;  Ruth, 
April  16,  1737;  William,  Dec.  16,  1738;,  Alartha, 
Aug.  31,  1740;  Allen,  July  9,  1742;  Sarali,  July  7, 
1744;  Timothy,  Alarch  2,  1746;  Simeon,  April  24, 
1749;  and  Anna,  Eeh.  14,  1753.  The  mother  of 
these  died,  and  Air.  Ingraham  married  (second) 
Alary  Richmond,  and  to  them  came  children  as  fol- 
lows : Hannah,  born  June  ii,  1765;  Charlotce, 
July  2,  1767;  Phebe,  Nov.  27,  1768;  Alolly,  Sepr. 
5,  1771  ; and  Alartha,  June  26,  1774. 

Joshua  Ingraham,  the  father  of  this  family, 
built  in  Bristol  in  1745,  what  is  known  as  the  old 
Gladding  house,  which  for  generations  was  the 
home  of  his  descendants  of  the  Gladding  name. 
Air.  Ingraham  though  quite  advanced  in  years,  at 
a town  meeting  held  Feb.  10,  1774,^  was  appointed 
one  of  a committee  to  draw  up  a series  of  resolu- 
tions giving  expression  to  the  sentiment  of  the 
town  regarding  the  Boston  “Tea  Party.”  One  of 
his  sons  served  in  the  Revolution. 

(IV)  Joshua  Ingraham  (2),  son  of  Joshua, 
l)orn  Sept.  13,  1730,  married  Alay  17,  1752,  Alary 
Gibbs,  and  their  children  of  record  as  baptized  in 
St.  Michael’s  Church,  Bristol,  R.  L,  were : Eliza- 
beth, July  15,  1753;  Lawton,  Aug.  13,  1755;  James, 
June  16,  1758;  Joshua,  June  19,  1760;  Joshua  (2), 
April  25,  1762;  Thomas,  Sept.  9,  1764;  Sarah, 
Sept.  19,  1767;  and  Daniel,  Jvdy  10,  1768. 

(V)  Daniel  Ingraham,  son  of  Joshua  (2),  bap- 
tized July  10,  1768,  married,  Oct.  21,  1798,  Tem- 
perance Turner,  and  their  children  of  Warren  rec- 
ord were:  Polly  Turner,  born  Alarch  31,  1799; 
John  Turner,  Jan.  8,  1801;  Patty,  July  19,  1802; 
Alartha,  in  1803  (married  Jonathan  Peckham)  ; 
Joshua,  Alarch  23,  1805;  Temperance,  in  1807; 
Hannah  Gardner,  in  1811;  Sarah  Ann,  in  1815; 
Daniel,  April  22,  1818;  and  James,  in  1819. 

(VI)  John  Turner  Ingraham,  son  of  Daniel, 
was  born  Jan.  8,  1801,  in  Warren,  R.  L,  and  when 
eight  years  old  was  taken  into  the  family  of  Air. 
Church  Gray,  a resident  of  Seekonk  Center,  now 
East  Providence.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
in  company  with  General  Jacobs,  he  went  South 
on  a pleasure  and  trading  trip,  and  was  gone  about 
six  months,  during  which  period  he  visited  Charles- 
ton. S.  C..  and  Savannah  and  Augusta,  Ga.  On 
his  return  to  Rhode  Island  he  became  associated  in 
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business  with  iNlr.  Gray,  by  whom  he  had  been 
reared.  Their  location  was  at  the  corner  of  Broad- 
way and  Warren  Avenue,  later  known  as  “Ingra- 
ham’s Corner,”  in  what  is  now  East  Providence, 
and  their  business  was  that  comprising  a general 
store  with  the  usual  stock  of  New  England  rum, 
\\'est  Indian  goods,  etc.,  then  customary.  This  was 
along  in  the  middle  twenties.  After  the  ne\v  store 
was  built  in  1854  no  liquors  were  sold  in  it,  as  Mr. 
Ingraham  was  a man  of  strong  temperance  prin- 
ciples. Soon  after  this  he  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  partner  and  continued  in  the  business  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  alone  until  iii  1873, 
when  he  took  in  with  him  as  assistant  his  nephew, 
Charles  A.  Ingraham.  iMr.  Ingraham  at  the  time 
of  his  death  had  carried  on  the  same  business  on 
the  same  spot  for  a period  of  more  than  sixty  years 
with  but  one  exception,  that  July  19,  1854,  when 
the  "Little  Red  Store,"  as  it  was  called,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  This  was  a heavy  loss  to  iMr.  In- 
graham as  his  business  and  stock,  valued  at  about 
$5 .000,  were  a total  loss.  With  characteristic  en- 
ergy and  indomitable  pluck  iMr.  Ingraham  imme- 
diately rebuilt,  restocked,  and  soon  had  the  business 
in  operation  again. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  noted  for  his  many  eccen- 
tricities and  peculiar  habits.  He  boarded  with  one 
family  for  nearly  sixty  years,  and  slept  in  one  room 
continuously  during  that  period.  His  habits  were 
so  regular  that  he  was  likened  to  the  rising  and 
setting  of  the  sun.  He  seldom  went  from  home  and 
his  business.  In  1876  he  was  induced  to  visit  the 
Centennial  af  Philadelphia,  and  years  later  he  took 
a trip  to  Cape  i\Iay,  but  was  uneasy  and  restless 
until  he  was  again  at  home.  His  eyesight  was  ex- 
cellent and  he  never  used  glasses.  He  had  always 
enjoyed  remarkably  good  health,  and  up  to  No- 
vember, 1889,  when  taken  with  the  sickness  which 
terminated  in  his  death,  he  had  never  had  the  at- 
tendance of  a physician ; and  till  then  could  handle 
a bag  of  flour  or  meal  in  a manner  that  would 
make  many  younger  men  envy  him.  He  believed 
in  fresh  air,  and  invariably  through  summer  and 
winter,  no  matter  how  cold  the  weather,  slept  with 
his  window  open.  His  habits  were  of  the  most 
economical  kind,  though  his  generosity  was  by  no 
means  stinted.  His  kindness  and  liberality 
to  many  families  was  well  known.  He  often 
gave  large  sums  toward  the  erection  of 
churches  and  public  buildings.  He  con- 
tributed liberally  toward  the  erection  of  the 
I'irst  Universalist  church  edifice  in  East  Provi- 
dence. He  gave  a building  _ site  for  a church  in 
Seekonk,  Mass.  He  also  made  a large  contribution 
to  the  First  Universalist  Church.  M'hile  i\Ir.  In- 
graham made  no  pretensions  to  religious  beliefs 
he  was  of  the  Universalist  faith  and  a pew-holder 
in  the  First  Universalist  Church  in  East  Provi- 
dence. He  was  fond  of  reading  religious  papers, 
es])ecially  those  relating  to  the  Universalist  faith. 

i\lr.  Ingraham  was  at  one  time  postmaster  of 


East  Providence.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in 
the  raising  of  money  for  the  purpose  at  the  time 
when  the  old  M’ashington  bridge  was  made  a free 
passageway.  It  should  be  recorded  that  he  gave 
especial  attention  to  the  curing  of  hams,  making 
the  subject  a study,  and  he  became  so  noted  in  this 
line  that  everybody  far  and  near  wanted  the  John 
Ingraham  hams.  ?ilr.  Ingraham  had  the  reputation 
of  being  a good  story-teller  and  during  the  long 
winter  evenings  around  the  fire  in  the  little  “Red 
Store’’  he  entertained  many  of  his  friends  and  cus- 
tomers who  were  wont  to  congregate  there.  By 
his  economy,  thrift  and  the  careful  management  of 
his  affairs  Mr.  Ingraham  accumulated  a handsome 
fortune.  He  built  in  about  1870  the  Ingraham  block 
in  East  Providence.  Although  an  ardent  Democrat 
he  took  no  interest  in  politics,  seldom  going  to  the 
polls  to  vote.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of  the 
farmers  in  him  that  they  brought  their  money  to 
him  to  keep  just  as  they  would  at  a bank,  and 
when  his  executors  settled  his  estate  they  found 
the  sum  amounted  to  between  $20,000  and  $30,000. 
For  these  deposits  he  issued  his  note.  i\Ir.  Ingra- 
ham never  married.  He  died  Feb.  4,  1890. 

(VI)  Josnu.N.  Ingraii.mm,  son  of  Daniel,  was 
born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  IMarch  23,  1805,  and  he  died 
in  Pawtucket,  Jan.  29,  1895.  He  received  a com- 
mon school  education,  and  spent  several  years  in 
the  family  of  a relative,  Hon.  Joseph  Smith,  later 
going  to  Rehoboth,  where  the  father  had  removed 
with  his  family.  In  1825  young  Joshua  left  home 
for  Pawtucket  to  learn  the  trade  of  house  carpen- 
ter under  Gideon  Hamilton,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
apprenticeship  he  was^  employed  by  Clark  Sayles, 
Esq.,  and  on  the  latter’s  retirement  from  business, 
succeeded  him.  He  became  the  leading  contractor 
and  builder,  employing  from  two  to  four  appren- 
tices and  many  journeymen  employes.  He  was 
just  and  generous  with  his  help,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  adopt  the  ten-hour  day  instead  of  the  old 
rule  “from  sun  to  sun.”  This  was  as  early  as 
1842.  In  the  long  period  of  fifty-five  years  he 
erected  a large  share  of  the  residences  and  churches 
and  other  buildings,  and  his  honest  representatioiib 
and  siqierior  workmanship  won  him  a high  reputa- 
tion. His  Own  house  on  North  i\Iain  street,  near 
the  Blackstone  river,  he  erected  in  1839,  and  there 
he  lived  fifty-six  years.  In  1879  he  retired  from 
active  work,  and  spent  a year  in  California,  visit- 
ing friends,  and  while  there  rode  horseback  to  a 
ranch  sixteen  miles  away  and  back  in  a single  day. 
experiencing  little  fatigue.  On  his  seventy-fifth 
birthday  he  rode  and  walked  on  a business  and 
pleasure  trip  over  thirtv  miles  with  no  unusual 
weariness.  In  1835  iMr.  Ingraham  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Pawtucket,  and  for  sixty 
years  led  an  active  Christian  life,  and  until  failing 
health  prevented  he  was  constant  and  regular  in 
his  attendance  upon  divine  service.  For  several 
years  he  served  as  church  treasurer.  In  public  af- 
fairs he  was  always  interested,  but  with  the  single 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2285 


exception  of  member  of  the  school  board,  he  never 
held  public  office.  He  believed  it  a citizen’s  duty 
to  cast  his  ballot  at  all  elections,  but  he  himself 
was  independent  of  party  lines,  conscientiously  vot- 
ing as  he  thought  right.  In  his  later  years  he  sup- 
ported the  Prohibition  party,  having  all  his  life 
practiced  the  strictest  temperance  principles. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  thrice  married.  In  1829 
he  wedded  his  first  wife,  Sarah  A.  Baker,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Baker,  of  Tiverton,  R.  L,  and 
four  children  blessed  this  marriage : Daniel  Brad- 
ford, born  April  i,  1830;  Deborah  B.,  born  June 
I,  1832;  Temperance  Turner,  born  May  16,  1834, 
married  Alonzo  J.  Nickerson,  of  Pawtucket;  and 
Sarah  Ann,  born  June  ii,  1836,  died  April  5,  1857. 
IMrs.  Ingraham  died  June  27,  1836.  On  Feb.  12, 
1837,  i\Ir.  Ingraham  married  Ruth  B.  Armington, 
daughter  of  John  M.  Armington,  of  Pawtucket. 
(Jf  the  five  children  of  this  marriage  four  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  fifth,  Eugene  L.,  born  Oct.  29, 
1848,  died  in  June,  1868,  aged  tw'enty  years,  while 
a Sophomore  at  Browm  University.  Mrs.  Ruth  A. 
Ingraham  died  July  14,  1864,  di  November, 
1867,  Mr.  Ingraham  married  Mrs.  Susan  Perry, 
of  Providence.  Good  natured  and  kind  toward  all, 
fond  of  fun  and  practical  jokes,  generous  and  be- 
nevolent, public  spirited  and  progressive,  Joshua 
Ingraham  lived  a busy,  useful  life,  and  the  radiance 
that  was  his  was  reflected  in  the  lives  of  all  around 
him.  His  remains  rest  in  the  family  lot  at  IMin- 
eral  Springs  cemetery. 

(VI)  Daniel  Ingraham  (2),  son  of  Daniel, 
born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  April  22,  1818,  received 
his  education  in  his  native  town,-  and,  as  a boy 
of  eighteen,  became  a member  of  the  Coleman  fam- 
ily (Stephen  and  William,  lockmakers),  remainnig 
there  until  his  marriage.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Coleman  firm,  and  continued  with  them  forty- 
five  years  as  a lockmaker,  becoming  an  expert.  He 
invented  several  machines,  which  greatly  facilitated 
the  work.  A man  of  regular  habits,  even  tempera- 
ment, and  kindly  disposition,  he  died  at  peace  with 
all  mankind.  His  last  years  were  passed  practically 
retired,  and  his  death  occurred  at  his  home  on  Wil- 
liams street,  where  he  had  lived  for  tw'enty-five 
years.  A Methodist  in  religious  faith,  he  belonged 
to  the  Power  street  J\I.  E.  Church.  Socially  he  be- 
longed to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  to  the  Veteran  Al- 
tillerymen’s  Association.  In  politics  he  was  strong 
Republican.  On  Nov.  21,  1848,  he  married  Juliana 
Carpenter  Blanding,  born  June  6,  1818,  daughter 
of  Christopher  and  Chloe  (Carpenter)  Blanding, 
of  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  he  a descendant  of  William 
Blanding,  who  came  from  Upton-on-Severn,  Wor- 
cestershire, England,  to  Boston  in  1640,  his  line  be- 
ing through  William  Blanding  (2)  and  Bethia 
(Wheeler),  William  Blanding  (3)  and  Mehetabel, 
William  Blanding  (4)  and  Sarah  (Chaffee)  and 
Christopher  and  Martha  (Martin)  Blanding.  Their 
one  child  Katharine  Amelia  resides  on  Pleasant 
street.  Providence.  Mr.  Ingraham  died  Nov.  10, 


1891,  and  Airs.  Ingraham  Dec.  29,  1891,  and  both 
are  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Rehoboth, 
Alassachusetts. 

(VII)  Daniel  Bkadeoru  Ingraiia.m,  son  of 
Joshua,  received  his  education  in  Pawtucket,  and 
learned  his  trade  of  his  father.  He  followed  it 
some  time,  when  a severe  injury  obliged  him  to 
abandon  it,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
and  collection  business,  and  in  looking  after  the  real 
estate  holdings.  He  has  lived  in  Pawtucket  all  his 
life,  with  the  exception  of  1856-57-58.  In  politics 
he  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist,  and  is  very  active 
in  party  work.  For  sixty  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Alethodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  held 
every  office  except  that  of  treasurer.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  His  home 
is  in  the  house  built  by  his  father  in  1838.  In  1855 
he  married  Alartha  Goff,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Nancy  (Ingraham)  Goff,  and  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Ingraham  (born  Sept.  9,  1764),  of  War- 
ren, R.  I.  They  have  two  children:  (i)  James 
Lawton,  born  Dec.  10,  1856,  and  living  in  Paw- 
tucket, was  for  over  thirty  years  time-keeper  for 
Brown  & Sharpe,  of  Providence,  and  is  now  a res- 
ident of  Alountain  View,  Santa  Clara  Co.,  Cal.  He 
married  Alice  Eastwood,  and  has  one  child,  Alark 
Eastwood,  born  Aug.  21,  1899.  (2)  Sarah  Adella, 

born  Feb.  10,  1862,  married  Frank  Miner,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  has  one  child,  Adella  Lawton,  born 
Alay  15,  1882,  who  married  Willard  Bean,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  has  two  children : Ernest  C.,  born  Ivlay 
10,  1902;  and  Ruth  Adella,  July  12,  1904. 

ABRAHAAI  LATHAAI  ATWOOD,  one  of 
the  well  known  citizens  of  the  Olneyville  section 
of  Providence,  comes  from  an  old  New  England 
family.  His  great-grandfather  was 

Nehemiah  Atwood,  who  married  Hannah  Chase, 
and  became  the  father  of  the  following  family : 
Benjamin,  born  Oct.  18,  1763;  David,  Feb.  7,  1765; 
Noel,  Sept.  19,  1766;  i\mey.  Sept.  19,  1768;  Abra- 
ham and  Mary  (twins),  Oct.  7,  1770;  and  An- 
thony, June  9,  1772. 

Anthony  Atwood,  son  of  Nehemiah,  born  June 
9,  1772,  died  March  13,  1825,  aged  fifty-three  years, 
and  was  buried  on  the  old  Harris  farm.  He  mar- 
ried Zerviah  Kelton,  who  died  Dec.  ii,  1843.  They 
had  children:  Amey,  born  Dec.  i,  1796,  married 
AVilliam  Latham.  Alarcy  (or  Alercy),  born  Dec. 

14,  1799,  married  Asa  Williams.  John  and  Benja- 

min (twins)  were  born  Sept.  25,  i8ot.  Anthony 
was  born  April  25,  1803.  Eliza  was  born 

Alarch  23.  1805.  Robert  Kelton  was  born  Feb. 

15.  1807.  Ruth,  born  May  23,  1809,  married  Israel 
Tripp,  and  they  went  to  San  Francisco,  of  which 
city  Air.  Tripp  was  mayor  at  the  time  of  his  death; 
their  nine  children  all  died  young,  and  after  some 
vears'  residence  in  California  Airs.  Tripp  returned 
to  Rhode  Island,  where  she  died.  Abraham  La- 
tham is  mentioned  below. 

Abraham  Latham  Atwood,  born  July  18,  1813, 
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youngest  of  the  children  of  Anthony,  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  in  Johnston,  and  his  youth  was 
not  unlike  that  of  the  average  boy  of  the  Rhode 
Island  farm  of  that  day.  He  married  June  19, 
1833,  Ann  Eliza  Hart,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hart. 
They  resided  for  many  years  in  Johnston,  and  m 
1883  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
wedding.  i\lr.  Atwood  was  of  tall  but  slender 
})hvsical  tvpe,  and  was  industrious  and  thorough  in 
every  undertaking.  He  was  gentle  in  disposition, 
modest,  judicious  and  just;  he  held  his  own  and 
his  friends'  honor  above  all  the  seductions  of  ambi- 
tion and  wealth,  and  he  aimed  to  come  as  nearly  as 
human  nature  can  to  loving  his  neighbor  as  him- 
self. He  died  JMay  21,  1890.  His  good  wife  sur- 
vived him,  and  disposed  of  the  homestead,  the  com- 
munity having  became  peopled  largely  by  a foreign 
element  and  old  attachments  were  being  encroached 
upon.  She  died  Dec.  14,  1892.  They  were  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children:  (i)  David  Jackson, 
born  Nov.  14,  1836,  died  Oct.  30,  1837.  (2)  Mar- 

celia,  born  Sept.  11,  1838,  married  Frederick  Sim- 
mons, and  died  leaving  a daughter,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Beckham,  of  Providence.  (3)  Frederick  H.,  born 
in  August,  1840,  died  Sept.  6.  1841.  (4)  Elizabeth 

H..  born  in  August,  1842,  is  the  widow  of  John 
Dyer,  and  resides  in  Providence.  (5)  Sophia  K., 
horn  Jan.  4,  1844,  married  John  S.  Beattie,  de- 
ceased, and  resides  in  Arlington,  R.  I.  (6)  Mary 
Eliza,  born  April  13,  1846,  died  Aug.  13,  1848. 
(/)  Edna  Peabody,  born  Feb.  13,  1848,  died  Aug. 
8,  1849.  (8)  ^"oel  O.,  born  Dec.  9,  1849, 

June  2,  1885,  leaving  a widow,  Mary  xT.  (Davis) 
xAtwood,  and  three  children : Walter  B.,  of  Put- 
nam, Conn. ; .Vda  May ; and  xTlice,  wife  of  Win- 
fred Longden,  of  Putnam,  Conn.  (9)  Eliza 
Blanche,  born  Dec.  17,  1851,  is  the  widow^  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Hughes,  and  lives  in  Providence.  (19) 
Americus  V.,  born  Dec.  30,  1853,  died  March  i, 
1901,  leaving  two  sons,  Frederick,  of  Pawtucket; 
and  Frank  Henry,  of  Providence,  (ii)  Thomas 
Hart,  born  Oct.  12,  1855,  died  June  16,  1897,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  son,  Irving  O.,  both  residents  of 
Providence.  (12)  xTnthony,  born  April  19,  1858, 
married  Inez  Steere,  and  resides  in  Providence. 

(13)  x\braham  Latham  w'as  born  May  5,  i860. 

( 14)  Charles  Bowen,  born  Nov.  9,  1853,  has  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  and  resides  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Abraham  Latham  Atwood  was  born  and  reared 
in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  was  given  the  usual  educa- 
tional advantages  of  a country  boy  in  the  district 
school.  Later  he  attended  the  academy  of  Jencks' 
Mowry,  finishing  his  education  there.  He  then 
found  employment  with  the  Providence  Waste 
Company,  beginning  in  the  chemical  department. 
He  remained  with  that  concern  for  a period  of  four 
years,  and  then  was  engaged  in  buying  iron  in  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  Perkins  interests  of  Prov- 
idence. For  about  one  year  he  continued  in  this 
capacity,  and  then  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and 


was  employed  by  the  street  railway  company  for 
the  succeeding  seven  years.  In  March,  1893,  fie 
engaged  in  business  for  himsell,  and  he  has  since 
successfully  conducted  a gardening,  poultry  and 
milk  business. 

On  Feb.  14,  1888,  Mr.  xMwood  was  married 
to  Miss  Julia  E.  Smith,  daughter  of  William  L. 
Smith,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  there 
was  born  one,  child,  William,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Jn  1900  Mr.  xAtwood  built  his  handsome  home  at 
the  edge  of  Neutaconkanut  Park.  Mr.  xAtwood  has 
had  charge  of  the  beautifying  and  laying  out  of 
drives,  walks,  etc.,  of  this  park  since  its  purchase 
by  the  city  and  under  his  able  supervision  it  is  des- 
tined to  become  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
many  included  in  the  city's  system.  Mr.  xAtwood 
is  quite  independent  in  his  political  views,  and  his 
service  and  advice  are  in  frequent  demand  by  the 
best  element  of  all  parties.  He  has  held  numerous 
offices  of  minor  importance  and  has  steadfastly  de- 
clined political  prominence  in  an  office-holding 
sense.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sunset  Club,  of 
Olneyville,  and  is  a gentleman  most  highly  re- 
garded in  both  social  and  business  life,  and  fiis 
probity  of  character  and  pleasant  manner  have  won 
liim  respect  and  esteem  wherever  he  is  known. 
There  are  few  men  who  have  a higher  appreicia- 
tion,  or  set  a greater  value  upon,  the  friendship  of 
those  whom  he  respects  and  trusts,  and  in  whom  he 
confides,  than  xAbraham  L.  xAtwood. 

CONSTANT  SMITH.  The  opportunities 
which  the  New  World  ofifers  for  greater  advance- 
ment in  life  to  those  who  are  hampered  by  existing 
conditions  abroad,  have  seldom  been  more  fully 
exemplified  than  in  the  case  of  Constant  Smith, 
a native  of  France,  but  now  one  of  Newport’s  sub- 
stantial and  prosperous  citizens. 

Joseph  Smith,  father  of  Constant,  was  a French 
bootmaker,  and  followed  that  trade  in  his  native 
land  with  considerable  success.  Becoming  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  xAmerica  offered  a better  field 
for  high  class  work  he  finally  set  sail  for  New 
World  in  1851,  while  his  family  remained  in  France 
until  he  should  have  established  himself  in  the  new 
environment.  Within  a short  time  after  his  ar- 
rival, Mr.  Smith  secured  employment  with  the  late 
Gardner  B.  Reynolds,  and  soon  gained  a well  de- 
served reputation  as  a maker  of  boots  and  shoes. 
This  assured  position  enabled  him  in  two  years  to 
send  for  his  family,  but  only  a few  months  after 
their  arrival  Air.  Smith  was  taken  ill  and  died  Nov. 
24,  1853.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Margaret 
Alerciol,  and  she  survived  her  husband  many  years, 
passing  away  in  Newport  in  1898.  She  was  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Constant  and  Louise,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  when  eighteen  years  old. 

Constant  Smith  was  born  in  Lorraine,  France, 
Feb.  18,  1842,  and  until  he  was  nine  years  old  at- 
tended school  there  and  in  Paris,  whither  his  par- 
ents had  removed  when  he  was  four.  .At  that 
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age  he  was  set  to  work  learning  to  weave  fine 
canid's  hair  shawls  in  Paris,  and  was  so  employed 
until  he  came  to  America.  Shortly  before  his  elev- 
enth birthday,  with  his  mother  and  sister,  he  em- 
barked at  Havre  in  the  sailing-  vessel  “William 
Tell,”  and  after  a very  rough  passage  of  thirty-six 
days,  arrived  in  New  York,  March  2,  1853.  The 
next  day  they  went  on  hoard  the  “State  of  Maine,” 
for  Newport,  and  reached  their  final  destination 
IMarch  4th. 

The  first  winter  the  boy  spent  in  the  public 
schools  of  Newport,  hnt  his  father’s  death  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  go  to  work,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1854  he  took  up  gardening,  being  employed  by 
Joseph  x\nthony  for  one  dollar  per  week.  He 
proved  himself  so  industrious,  however,  that  he 
was  soon  receiving  a dollar  a day  instead,  and  con- 
tinued to  work  for  Mr.  Anthony  until  he  was  eigh- 
teen years  old.  He  then  started  in  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  leasing  some  land  began  as  a market 
gardener.  From  the  first,  success  crowned  his  ef- 
forts, and  he  was  soon  able  to  buy  a strip  of  land, 
where  he  continued  his  er*-^ -prist  until  1891,  car- 
rying on  both  market  gardening  and  general  farm- 
ing. Meantime  he  invested  his  savings  in  the  pur- 
chase or  erection  of  tenement  houses  in  various  parts 
of  the  city,  until  he  own^'d  thirteen.  By  1891  these 
property  interests  demanded  Mr.  Smith’s  undivided 
attention  and  he  gave  up  his  gardening  operations. 
His  next  purchase  was  some  property  on  Broad- 
way, opposite  the  City  Plall,  and  removing  the  old 
buildings  therefrom  he  put  up  the  large  three-story 
building  known  as  the  Smith  Building,  120x80  feet, 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  city.  He  also  built  the 
Florentine  Building,  *a  struclure  70x64  feet,  situ- 
ated on  Broadway.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  the  owner  of 
a farm  of  eighty-five  acres  in  Jamestown,  R.  I., 
and  there  he  has  built  a pleasant  ?nd  commodious 
residence  to  serve  as  his  summer  home. 

Mr.  Smith  was  not  married  until  middle  life. 
On  Nov.  17,  1894,  he  was  united  to  Josephine  Mei- 
ciol,  his  cousin,  daughter  of  John  Baptist  Merciol, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  namely : Florentine,  Oct.  20, 
1895;  Constant,  Jr.,  July  14,  1897;  and  Albert. 
Dec.  I,  1903.  Mr.  Smith  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  are  liberal  sup- 
porters of  its  work.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Democrat.  The  uniform  financial  success  which 
has  followed’  all  of  his  undertakings  is  due  not 
alone  to  Mr.  Smith’s  thrift  and  industry,  though 
these  qualities  have  been  potent  factors,  but  equally 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  a careful  and  conservative 
man,  who  has  never  entered  upon  any  venture  with- 
out first  thoroughly  weighing  all  the  conditions  at- 
tendant thereon. 

THEODORE  WARREN,  whose  death  re- 
moved from  Rhode  Island  one  of  the  active  busi- 
ness men  and  useful,  upright  citizens,  as  well  as  a 
worthy  representative  of  ancient  and  honorable 


lineage,  was  a man  who  was  loyal  to  truth  and 
honor  in  every  relation  of  life.  In  his  veins  tlowed 
the  blood  of  the  Warrens,  the  Durfees  and  the  Bor- 
dens, all  pioneers  in  New  England. 

(1)  The  branch  of  the  Warren  family  to  which 
Theodore  Warren  belonged  is  de.scended  from  “Mr. 
Richard  Warren,  of  the  “Mayflower,”  twelfth 
signer  of  the  compact.  The  prefix  “Mr.”  given  to 
him  indicates  special  consideration,  somewhat  akin 
to  the  title  “Honorable”  today.  Richard  Warren 
was  the  fourth  son  of  Christopher  W’arren,  of 
Headborough,  England,  whose  wife  was  Alice, 
daughter  of  Thomas  W’ebb,  of  Sydenham,  Devon- 
shire, England.  Richard  was  a merchant  in  Lon- 
don, and  not  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  at  Leyden, 
Holland.  He  was  a man  of  means  and  of  superior 
character,  and  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
young  colony,  of  which  he  had  great  expectations. 
In  England  he  married  a widow,  Elizabeth  (Jou- 
att)  Marsh.  Of  their  seven  children,  the  first  five 
were  daughters  and  were  born  in  England,  accom- 
panying their  mother  to  the  New  World  in  1623, 
making  the  voyage  in  the  ship  “Ann.”  The  other 
two  children,  both  sons,  were  born  in  America. 
Land  was  set  oft'  at  Plymouth  to  Richard  Warren 
in  1623,  and  on  a part  of  it  now  stands  the  “Hotel 
Pilgrim” ; while  not  far  away  is  an  old  house  called 
the  W’arren  IMansion,  in  which  lived  descendants  of 
Richard.  He  was  one  of  the  ten  “principal  men”  of 
the  Pilgrims  who  went  out  from  the  “Mayflower” 
in  a shallop  to  explore  the  bay  for  a landing  place, 
and  who  kept  the  Sabbath  on  Clarke’s  Island.  He 
wrote  “Please  God  my  five  girls  coming  hither 
as  soon  as  I have  a roof  to  shelter  them,  shall  be- 
come mothers  of  soldiers  and  statesmen,  may  be  of 
kings.”  His  children  were:  (i)  Mary,  in  1637, 
married  Robert  Bartlett,  who  came  over  on  the  ship 
“Ann”  in  1623,  and  their  descendants  are  still  in 
Freetown  and  Plymouth.  (2)  Ann  married,  April 
19,  1633,  Thomas  Little,  a lawyer,  and  they  set- 
tled in  Hingham,  where  she  died.  (3)  Sarah,  in 
1634,  married  John  Cooke,  one  of  the  settlers  of 
Marshfield,  where  she  died.  (4)  Elizabeth,  in 
1636,  married  Richard  Church,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Church,  the  old  In- 
dian fighter,  the  hero  of  King  Philip’s  war,  and  the 
captor  of  Anawan,  Philip’s  chief  captain,  at  Ana- 
wan  Rock  in  Rehoboth.  (5)  Abigail  married,  in 
1639,  Anthony  Snow,  who  became  a leading  man  in 
Middleboro,  where  he  was  a selectman.  (6)  Na- 
thaniel and  (7)  Joseph  were  both  born  after  the 
emigration  of  the  family  to  Plymouth. 

(H)  Nathaniel  Warren,  son  of  Richard,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Walker,  and  had  twelve  children,  as 
recorded  in  Plymouth  Colony  records:  Richard, 
born  1646;  Jabez,  born  1647,  <^ied  young;  Sarah, 
born  Aug.  29,  1649,  married  John  Blackwell ; Hope, 
born  March  7,  1651  ; Jane,  born  Jan.  31,  1652,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Lombard:  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  15. 
1654,  married  William  Green ; Alice,  born  Aug.  2, 
1656,  married  Thomas  Gibbs;  Mercy,  born  Feb. 
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28,  1658;  2\lary,  born  March  9,  1660;  Nathaniel, 
born  i\Iarch  10,  1661,  married  Phoebe  Murdock, 
and  died  in  1707,  without  issue;  John,  born  Oct. 
23,  1663,  died  youn<j;  and  James,  born  Nov.  7, 
1^5,  died  Jan.  29,  1715. 

(III)  Richard  Warren,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born 
164O,  went  to  Middleboro,  and  there  died  in  1696. 
ilis  wife's  Christian  name  was  Sarah.  Of  their 
children,  James,  the  eldest,  born  in  1679,  died  in 

1709,  probabh'  without  children;  and  Samuel  w’as 
born  March  7,  1683.  If  there  were  other  children 
the  record  of  same  has  been  lost. 

(IV)  Samuel  Warren,  son  of  Richard,  born 
March  7,  1683,  was  a tanner  by  trade,  and  carried 
on  that  business  in  Aliddleboro.  On  Jan.  26,  1703, 
he  married  Eleanor  Rillington,  and  their  children, 
as  recorded  in  the  church  record  at  Middleboro, 
were:  Priscilla,  born  in  1704;  Jabez,  1705;  Sam- 
uel, 1707;  Cornelius,  1709;  James,  1710;  Nathan, 
1712;  Joseph,  1714;  Joanna,  1717 ; Benjamin,  1720; 
Sarah,  1721  ; and  Josiah,  1724. 

(V)  James  Warren,  son  of  Samuel,  born  iu 

1710,  w’as  a shoemaker  by  trade.  He  died  in  Fall 
River,  Alass.  (then  Tiverton,  R.  I.),  about  1790. 
He  was  buried  in  the  orchard  on  the  old  farm, 
which  is  now  cut  up  into  house  lots.  On  Sept.  4, 
1735,  he  married  Mary  Terry,  of  Freetown,  and 
their  hve  children  were;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  29, 
1737,  married  Jan.  29,  1763,  Elizabeth  Parker; 
Mary,  born  Sept.  6,  1739,  married  Nov.  26,  1758, 
Smith  Bowen,  of  Warren,  R.  I. ; Cornelius,  born 
July  29,  1741,  married  Dec.  13,  1762,  Mary  Terry, 
daughter  of  Robert;  Gamaliel,  baptized  Jan.  8, 
1744;  and  James,  born  Nov.  13,  1745.  Three 
sons,  Samuel,  Cornelius  and  James,  settled  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  about  forty  miles  from  Al- 
bany, where  they  all  died  and  were  buried,  to- 
gether with  their  mother,  who  made  her  home  with 
Convlius  after  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father. 

(\T)  Gamaliel  Warren,  son  of  James,  baptized 
Jan.  8,  1744,  was  the  only  member  of  the  family  to 
remain  in  Tiverton.  As  his  farm  was  advertised 
for  sale  at  the  time  of  the  exodus  of  the  others  to 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  it  is  inferred  that  his  fail- 
ure to  sell  was  all  that  kept  him  at  the  old  home. 
About  1765  he  married  Ruth  Jenckes,  wdio  died 
Aug.  26,  1835,  in  her  eighty  ninth  year.  He  died 
March  10,  1807,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  old 
burying  grouncl  near  their  home  farm.  Of  their 

children,  eleven  grew  to  mature  years  and  mar- 

ried, namely:  Perry,  born  June  5,  '^7^7,  moved 
to  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Dec.  17,  1844;  Henry, 
born  Aug.  8,  1769,  also  went  to  Pittstown,  N.  Y., 
and  died  Dec.  6,  1842;  Abraham,  born  Aug.  8, 
1772,  died  IMay  23,  1842;  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  3, 
1775,  died  in  January,  1858;  Joseph,  born  Dec. 
23,  1776,  died  April  12,  1829;  Elnathan,  born 

March  6,  1778,  died  July  6,  1858;  Samuel,  born 

lulv  18,  1781,  died  Aug.  30,  i860;  Russell,  born 
Ang.  5,  1783,  died  Nov.  6,  1862  ; Ruth,  born  Oct. 


12,  1785)  died  heb.  27,  1872;  Gamaliel  (whose 
name  was  afterward  changed  to  Minton),  born 
Sept.  6,  1787;  and  Abigail,  born  June  26,  1791, 
married  a Thompson,  and  died  in  1814.  Several 
of  the  sons  acquired  considerable  fame  as  archi- 
tects and'  builders. 

(VH)  iMinton  Warren,  son  of  Gamaliel,  born 
Sept. ’6,  1787,  worked  as  a builder  with  his  brother 
Russell  for  a number  of  years,  and  like  all  the  fam- 
ily was  accounted  an  excellent  workman,  but  as  he 
suffered  from  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
work  at  his  trade,  and  he  then  took  charge  of  the 
repairs  in  the  woolen  mill  of  J.  & J.  Eddy  at  Fall 
River.  He  died  Jan.  i,  1830,  in  the  forty-third  year 
of  his  age.  On  Feb.  28,  1814,  he  married  Lucretia 
Durfee,  who  died  June  26,  1840,  in  the  forty-sixth 
year  of  her  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  tol- 
lowing  children:  Charles  D.,  born  Feb.  8,  1815, 
died  at  Greenwood  Valley,  Cal.,  Dec.  26,  1850; 
James  H.,  born  Nov.  9,  1817,  died  at  French  Cor- 
ral, Cal.,  in  1866;  Theodore,  born  IMay  23,  1819; 
Samuel  S.,  born  March  26,  1821,  married  Ann 
Elizabeth  Caswell,  and  has  had  three  children,  Min- 
ton, Annie  I.ouise  (deceased)  and  Emma  Poring; 
and  Poring  D.  D.,  born  Aug.  30,  1822,  died  at  Ger- 
mantown, Pa.,  in  1847. 

(VIII)  Theodore  Warren,  son  of  Minton,  born 
May  23,  1819,  married  June  26,  1843,  Louisa  Da- 
vol,  daughter  of  Stephen  Davol  and  Mary  (Bowen) 
Davol,  the  former  a prosperous  merchant  in  War- 
ren, where  for  forty  years  he  was  a deacon  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Warren  survived  her  hus- 
band, but  is  now  deceased.  The  four  children  born 
to  this  union  were  : Eliza  Davol,  born  Sept.  12.  1844, 
died  the  same  year;  Stephen 'Minton,  born  Jan.  8, 
1846,  died  July  23,  1846;  Louise.  E.,  born  June  27, 
1853,  died  Dec.  12,  1853;  and  Theodore  James, 
born  Dec.  3,  1858,  died  July  10,  1859. 

Theodore  Warren  was  born  in  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  in  the  house  of  his  great-grandfather.  Judge 
Durfee,  and  he  received  his  early  education  in  the 
day  and  evening  schools  of  that  town,  attending 
later  the  classical  school  at  Fruit  Hill,  Providence, 
R.  L,  the  principal  of  which  was  the  late  Hon. 
Amos  Perry.  While  still  a lad  he  entered  the  Eddy 
Woolen  mill  in  Fall  River,  afterward  learning  cal- 
ico printing,  and  then  made  a voyage  on  a whaling 
vessel.  In  his  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  the 
marble  business  at  Lowell  and  Worcester,  Mass., 
carrying  it  on  successfully  for  fourteen  years.  In 
1856  he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
for  a short  time  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  rivets.  His  next  venture  was  along  the  line  of 
insurance,  but  this  he  abandoned  to  enter  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company.  In 
1865  he  became  purser  for  one  of  the  Long  Island 
Sound  steamers,  and  in  1871  General  Passenger 
Agent  for  the  Stonington  line,  in  connection  with 
the  Newport  & Wickford  (R.  1.)  Railroad  & 
Steamboat  Company,  of  which  company  he  sub- 
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sequently  became  superintendent,  serving  in  that 
capacity  until  1886.  In  that  year  he  retired  from 
business  and  settled  in  Warren. 

■Mr.  Warren  was  a member  of  the  Philanthropic 
Society  and  the  Union  Club  of  \\  arren,  and,  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  late  Judge  P.  IM.  Posworth, 
organized  the  Antiquarian  Department  of  the 
George  Haile  Free  Library.  He  was  a charter 
member  and  first  vice-president  and  second  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  Club.  He  joined  the  Penevolent 
Paptist  Society,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  its  af- 
fairs, subsequently  becoming  its  president ; he  later 
joined  the  church  and  was  active  in  all  its  duties. 

As  a public-spirited  citizen  Mr.  Warren  was 
interested  in  a number  of  enterprises  that  tended 
toward  the  progress  and  development  of  his 
adopted  town.  He  was  a charter  member  of  the 
Electric  Light  Company  ; president  of  the  Massa- 
soit  IMonument  Association;  trustee  of  the  North 
Purial  Ground.  Fie  served  for  years  on  the  town 
committee  and  was  president  of  the  Republican 
Club.  He  was  for  many  years  a director  of  the 
First  National  Bank.  He  was  a member  of  Paw- 
tucket Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  also  of  the  Chap- 
ter. While  a resident  of  Lowell  he  was  selected 
as  one  of  the  aldermen,  but  declined,  although  he 
afterward  served  one  year  in  the  common  council. 

At  the  last  sad  rites  over  the  mortal  remains 
of  Theodore  Warren,  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Waljen  spoke 
as  follows : “The  first  words  that  came  to  my 
mind  when  the  death  of  our  beloved  brother  was 
announced  to  me  were  these:  ‘h'aithful  unto  death.’ 
It  seemed  to  me  that  these  words  exactly  expressed 
his  character.  In  every  phase  and  relationship  of 
life  he  was  faithful.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a person  more  loyal  and  devoted  to  the  high  stan- 
dard of  righteousness  and  more  zealous  in  seeking 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  humanity.  He  was 
loyal  to  the  church  which  he  loved;  he  was  loyal 
to  the  community,  for  the  good  of  which  he  la- 
bored continually ; he  was  loyal  to  the  nation,  which 
he  held  in  high  esteem.  Mr.  Warren  was  a man 
of  rare  qualities,  of  broad  views,  of  sympathetic 
disposition.  In  his  early  life  he  had  been  brought 
into  contact  with  some  of  the  choicest  spirits  of  his 
age,  and  these  had  left  a deep  and  lasting  impress 
upon  him. 

“During  the  great  revival  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  1858  Mr.  Warren  dedicated  his  life  to  the 
service  of  the  [Master.  His  Christian  experience 
was  deep  and  vivid,  so  that  in  after  life  he  could 
say  without  a shadow  of  doubt  with  the  great  Apos- 
tle T know  whom  I have  believed.’ 

“]Mr.  Warren  was  a public-spirited  man.  As 
a citizen  he  was  interested  in  everything  that  was 
for  the  betterment  of  the  town.  He  took  a deep  in- 
terest in  every  public  improvement,  in  fact  no  pub- 
lic event  escaped  his  notice.  Whatever  was  for  the 
intellectual,  moral  or  spiritual  good  of  the  com- 
munity received  his  hearty  approval  and  support. 
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And  his  judgment  upon  matters  of  public  inter- 
est was  always  sought  and  was  always  worthy  of 
careful  consideration.  Hence  he  was  sought  to  fill 
the  most  responsible  positions  of  trust  both  in  the 
church  and  in  the  town. 

“Though  Mr.  Warren  had  reached  the  allotted 
three  score  years  and  ten  he  always  had  a young 
heart.  He  never  seemed  old.  He  kept  his  youth- 
ful spirit  even  to  the  end.  He  had  a great  love  for 
children  and  they  in  turn  loved  him.  They  found 
in  him  a warm  friend  and  loved  to  be  about  him. 
Nobly  did  he  fulfill  his  mission  in  life.  When  there- 
fore such  a man  is  taken  from  us  we  feel  it  keenly.’’ 

Another  has  said  of  him : “Few  men  are  blessed 
with  a more  genial  and  attractive  personality,  a 
sunnier  and  sweeter  spirit,  than  Mr.  Warren.  His 
fine  temper,  his  strong  and  helpful  counsel  and  his 
continuous  sympathy  and  abounding  grace  will  be 
remembered  by  those  who  came  in  contact  with 
him.  No  one  ever  had  a truer  friend,  a more  trust- 
worthy counselor  and  beloved  co-worker.  His 
genial  presence  and  benign  spirit  carried  sunshine 
and  benediction  wherever  he  went.’’ 

PHILIP  HATHAWAY  DURFEE,  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Polly  (Hathaway)  Durfee,  was  born  Feb. 
12,  1805,  in  Tiverton,  R.  L,  and  was  there  reared. 
When  a boy  he  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  acquired  such  an  education  as  they  af- 
forded. W'hen  a young  man  he  came  to  Providence 
equipped  with  good  health,  a sturdy  and  industrious 
disposition,  but  without  any  financial  advantage. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which,  with 
general  building  and  contracting,  became  his  chief 
business  during  his  long  and  active  career.  He 
rather  made  a specialty  of  frame  buildings,  and  a 
large  number  of  dwellings  and  buildings  of  this  sort 
in  Providence  were  built  by  bim  or  under  his  su- 
pervision. His  activity  was  largely  confined  to 
Providence  and  vicinity,  though  he  did  some  build- 
ing in  the  State  of  Florida.  [Mr.  Durfee  was  in 
every  way  a self-made  man ; success  well-merited 
was  his ; the  competency  which  became  his  was  of 
slow,  steady  growth,  net  the  result  of  profitable 
speculation  or  of  a particular  stroke  of  good  for- 
tune, but  of  long  continued  earnest  industry.  Even 
when  many  other  men  of  fewer  years  had  retired 
from  active  work,  he  was  up  at  the  dawn,  and  each 
day  saw  something  accomplished.  The  necessi- 
ties of  earlier  life  made  work  a pleasure,  and  it  be- 
came his  nature,  his  enjoyment.  Mr.  Durfee  died 
Dec.  I,  1885,  and  to  within  a few  days  of  his  death 
(which  was  occasioned  by  l)lood  poisoning)  his 
four  score  years  lay  lightly  upon  his  shoulders. 
His  intellectual  powers  seemed  at  their  zenith,  and, 
being  a man  of  remarkably  regular  and  temperate 
life  and  habits,  his  physical  constitution  was  robust 
and  unimpaired.  By  his  indomitable  will  and  un- 
ceasing industry,  by  his  straightforwardness,  hon- 
esty and  integrity,  he  acquired  what  was  to  him  a 
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competence  of  this  world’s  goods,  and  he  left  an 
example  not  alone  to  his  posterity,  but  to  the  com- 
munity in  general  of  what,  in  the  absence  of  for- 
tune or  inheritance,  can  be  accomplished  by  a brave 
perseverance  and  a dauntless  spirit.  Mr.  Durfee 
lived  a thoroughly  Christian  life,  and  was  for  many 
years  an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Power  street 
church,  and  was  largely  instrumental  m its  change 
of  site  from  Power  to  Hope  street.  He  was  liberal 
in  his  support  of  the  church  as  well  as  in  any  other 
worthy  cause. 

Mr.  Durfee  married,  in  Providence,  March  4, 
1835,  Almira  Pike,  who  was  born  in  Smithfield, 
R.'l.,  May  15,  1814,  daughter  ol  Asa  and  Catherine 
(Durfee)  Pike,  and  who  died  in  Providence  April 
29,  1866.  She  descended  from  Thomas  DurfTe, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  the  line  being 
through  Catherine,  Abner,  John,  Job,  Thomas  (2), 
and  Thomas.  She  also  descends  from  John  Pike 
who  came  to  America  from  England  in  1650.  The 
children  born  to  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Durfee  were:  ^lary 
Anna,  born  June  5,  1837,  resides  on  Power  street, 
ITovidence,  where  she  has  passed  nearly  all  or  all  of 
her  life,  and  she  is  well  known  and  beloved  by  a 
wide  acquaintance ; Lucy  Maria,  born  June  5,  1842, 
died  March  ii,  1843;  and  Philip  Benjamin. 

Philip  B.  Durfee,  only  son  of  Philip  Hathaway 
and  Almira  (Pike)  Durfee,  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Providence  Sept.  22,  1846.  When  he  had  com- 
pleted his  attendance  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
city  he  finished  his  education  with  a commercial 
course  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College. 
In  April,  1864,  he  became  a clerk  in  the  office  of 
Jacob  Morgan,  in  the  cotton  brokerage  business. 
One  year  later  found  him  in  IMemphis,  Tenn., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  buying  cotton -until  the 
spring  of  1874,  when  he  removed  to  Galveston, 
Texas,  remaining  there  until  1884,  in  the  spring  of 
which  year  he  returned  to  Providence,  and  a part- 
nership was  formed  with  Jacob  Morgan  in  the  cot- 
ton brokerage  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Morgan  & Durfee.  Three  years  later,  other  inter- 
ests claiming  so  much  of  Mr.  Durfee’s  time,  he  re- 
tired from  the  firm,  and  he  has  since  given  his  at- 
tention to  his  property  interests. 

Mr.  Durfee  was  a member  of  the  city  council 
from  1888  to  1896,  and  was  identified  with  much 
important  legislation  in  that  body  affecting  the  in- 
terests of  the  city.  He  also  rendered  highly  valued 
service  as  superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  in 
1897,  as  purchasing  agent  for  the  school  committee 
from  1898  to  1903,  and  as  superintendent  of  school 
janitors  from  1900  to  1903.  His  election  and  ap- 
pointment to  these  various  positions  came  to  him 
unsought,  and  are  but  the  reflections  of  apprecia- 
tion of  his  high  ability,  business  and  administrative 
genius.  He  inherits  many  of  the  chief  characteris- 
tics of  his  ancestry,  particularly  a rock-bound  in- 
tegrity, unfaltering  industry,  and  a propensity  to 
accomplish.  IMr.  Durfee  was  at  one  time  a member 


of  the  First  Light  Infantry  and  of  the  Pomham 
Cdub  of  Providence,  but  is,  as  was  his  father,  much 
attached  to  his  home,  and  he  is  quite  democratic 
in  his  tastes  and  habits.  He,  however,  delights  in 
good  comradeship,  and  his  greetings  are  uniform 
and  friendly.  In  his  ordinary  relations  and  con- 
tact with  men  he  is  quiet  and  modest,  but  with  his 
intimate  friends  is  frank,  genial  and  confiding.  His 
character  is_  strong,  and  he  is  punctilious  in  his  ad- 
herence to  obligations. 

Mr.  Durfee  married,  in  Providence,  Aug.  12, 
1868,  Miss  Celia  Morgan,  born  in  Providence  Nov. 
16,  1846,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Greenleaf) 
Morgan.  To  this  union  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (i)  Katie,  born  April  3,  1870, 
died  May  22d  of  that  year.  (2)  Almira  Pike,  born 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  March  24,  1871,  died  in  Provi- 
dence Oct.  26,  1882.  (3)  Benjamin  Stuart,  born 

in  Providence  Oct.  ii,  1872,  died  in  Galveston, 
Texas,  Jan.  29,  1875.  (4)  Sarah  Greenleaf,  born 

in  Providence  Aug.  10,  1876,  married  in  October, 
1904,  Frank  L.  Sawyer.  (5)  Robert  Irvine,  born 
Aug.  16,  1879,  married  Effie  Robinson,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  has  two  children,  Dorothy  and  Helen. 
He  is  with  the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Providence,  where  he  holds  a responsible  posi- 
tion. (6)  Ethel  May,  born  in  Providence  April 
28,  1881,  married  June  5,  1905,  Alexander  Samuel 
W’est,  of  Providence.  (7)  Philip  Morgan,  born 
May  17,  1883,  in  Providence,  and  now  with  the 
Gorham  Manufacturing  Company,  was  previously 
connected  with  the  old  National  and  Fourth  Na- 
tional Banks  of  Providence. 

BYRON  AUGUSTUS  COLVIN,  a well 
known  citizen  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  is  a de- 
scendant in  the  seventh  generation  of  the  family 
from  their  original  American  ancestor,  John  Col- 
vin, the  line  being  through  Rev.  James,  Caleb, 
George,  George  (2)  and  Rufus. 

Rufus  Colvin,  son  of  George  (2)  and  Huldah 
(Davis)  Colvin,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cranston, 
near  Knightsville,  April  29,  1815.  He  grew  to 
manhood  amid  rural  surroundings,  and  received 
but  a limited  education.  Being  of  a mechanical 
turn  of  mind  he  succeeded  beyond  the  ordinary  in 
any  capacity  involving  mechanics,  excelling,  per- 
haps, most  in  stone  masonry  and  in  building,  lines 
which  he  followed  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  career,  and  there  are  many  monuments  to 
his  skill  existing  in  the  various  parts  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Connecticut  where  he  made  his  home  and 
followed  his  business  operations.  From  both  his 
paternal  and  maternal  ancestry  he  had  inherited  a 
sturdy  physique,  a companionable  temperament, 
and  an  industrious  disposition.  Like  his  father  he 
was  a man  of  affairs  and  he  took  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  public  welfare.  When  a young  man  he  went  to 
Plainfield,  Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
building  and  contracting,  and  he  continued  a resi- 
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dent  of  that  State  except  for  a 1)ricf  interval  during 
which  he  returned  to  Rliode  Island,  until  within  a 
short  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Febru- 
ary, 1885,  at  which  time  he  was  living  with  his 
son,  Byron  A.  In  his  contact  with  his  fellowmen 
as  well  as  in  his  private  life  Rufus  Colvin  was 
noted  for  his  kind  and  sympathetic  nature,  his 
personal  integrity,  his  consistent  and  temperate  life, 
his  industry  and  his  perseverance.  On  Dec.  i,  1843, 
Air.  Colvin  married  Tabitha  Tillinghast,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Almira  Tillinghast,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Elder  John  Tillinghast.  Airs. 
Colvin  was  born  in  West  Greenwich,  Alay  24,  1825, 
and  she  died  in  April,  1866.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  are  buried  in  Evergreen  cemetery  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.  Their  children  were:  Louis  A.,  born 
Nov.  15,  1844,  died  in  infancy;  Phebe,  born  Aug. 
9,  1846,  died  in  August,  1866;  Byron  Augustus, 
born  Aug.  2,  1851;  Edwin  Rufus,  born  Nov.  5, 
1862,  died  in  infancy ; Addie  A/Iary,  born  Nov.  24, 
1864,  married  Henry  Parkhurst,  of  Plainfield, 
Connecticut. 

Byron  Augustus  Colvin  was  born  in  Sterling, 
Conn.,  Aug.  2,  1851,  and  in  his  boyhood  attended 
the  district  schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  molder, 
and  for  some  five  years  was  engaged  at  that  work 
in  Providence,  at  the  end  of  that  time  engaging 
in  farming,  dairying  and  teaming.  In  1888  he  ac- 
quired the  Ira  Smith  homestead  tract  of  thirty-five 
acres,  at  Alorgan’s  Alills,  in  the  town  of  Johnston, 
to  which  he  has  made  many  improvements,  and 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  political  matters 
Air.  Colvin  is  independent,  voting  for  principle 
rather  than  for  party.  His  high  reputation  for 
honesty  is  fully  sustained  by  his  every  action. 

On  Alarch  26,  1877,  Air.  Colvin  was  married 
to  Emily  Colvin,  who  was  born  Nov.  14,  1850, 
daughter  of  Henry  Colvin,  and  descended  from  the 
first  American  ancestor,  John,  through  John,  Rev. 
Henry,  Caleb,  George,  George  (2)  and  Henry. 
The  only  child  of  this  union,  Ralph  G.,  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1884. 

JAAIES  LANAIAN  FISH,  of,  Pontiac,  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  Kent  county,  R.  I.,  where  for 
years  he  has  conducted  a successful  mercantile 
business,  but  now  is  devoting  the  major  portion  of 
his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  respected  men  of  his  locality.  He  was 
born  April  18,  1836,  on  the  old  Fish  homestead  in 
V oluntown,  Connecticut. 

The  name  of  Fish  is  found  in  the  early  records 
of  Connecticut.  In  1654,  and,  perhaps,  several 
years  previously,  John  Fish  lived  in  the  town  of 
Stratford,  Conn.  The  surname  of  his  wife  was 
probably  Eland’,  and  the  Elands  were  an  ancient 
and  knightly  family  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Air. 
Fish  sold  his  property  in  Stratford  in  1655,  and 
left  the  town.  He  appeared  in  New  London  with 
wife  and  children  in  1655.  There  is  no  record  of 
his  children  in  Stratford,  but  the  records  of  the 


Congregational  Church  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  show 
the  baptisms  of  Samuel,  Alary  and  Jolm,  cliildren 
of  John  Fish;  at  that  time,  Alarch  13,  1680,  all  were 
cwlults.  John  Fish  was  a resident  of  Stonington 
in  1688,  where  he  received  a home  lot  of  twelve 
acres,  which  was  retained  by  him  through  life.  His 
first  wife  was  probably  the  'mother  of  all  the  above 
named  children. 

In  1675  'vas  the  Narragansett  war,  or  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians  under  King  Philip.  The 
Colony  of  Connecticut  contributed  about  300  vol- 
unteers to  this  expedition,  from  her  white  settlers. 
Loth  John  Fish  and  his  son  Samuel  were  among 
these  volunteers,  and  about  1700,  when  the  Colony, 
set  apart  the  town  of  Voluntown  to  be  allotted  to 
the  Indian  war  volunteers,  there  were  grants  made 
to  each  of  them.  As  John  Fish  had  then  been  dead 
several  years  his  grant  came  into  the  possession 
of  his  son  Samuel,  and  he  divided  his  father’s 
grant  between  his  sons  Aloses  and  Aaron.  Two 
of  Samuel’s  grandsons  settled  on  these  lands  in 
Voluntown,  and  their  descendants  are  still  owners 
thereof. 

John  Fish,  the  settler,  was  chosen  schoolmaster 
of  Stonington  in  1679.  He  was  admitted  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  there  in  1680.  He 
married  (third)  Aug.  25,  1681,  Widow  Hannah 
Sterry,  previously  Widow  Hewitt,  and  a daughter 
of  W’alter  Palmer.  It  appears  John  Fish  had  no 
children  who  survived  by  his  second  and  third  wives. 
Air.  Fish  was  a land  surveyor.  By  grant  and  pur- 
chase he  became  proprietor  of  considerable  tracts 
of  land  in  Groton  and  Stonington,  and  other  towns 
nearby.  Plis  mature  life  and  declining  years  were 
spent  in  Groton  and  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

Samuel  Fish  had  made  improvements  in  land 
in  what  is  now  Voluntown,  prior  to  April  17,  1706, 
the  date  what  was  styled  the  Wlunteers’  Lancl 
Division,  etc.,  was  made.  This  was  land  granted  to 
officers,  soldiers,  ministers,  chaplains,  and  such  as 
had  served  the  Colony  in  civil  capacities  during  the 
wars.  A request  was  made  for  this  in  October, 
1696,  by  Norwich  and  Stonington,  Conn.,  men, 
and  the  General  Court  granted  them  a plantation — 
a tract  of  land  six  miles  square.  A large  part  of 
this  tract  is  comprised  in  the  town  of  Voluntown, 
Conn.  Samuel  Fish  was  granted  the  lot  on  which 
he  had  previously  made  improvements,  and  he 
was  probably  the  first  settler  on  the  new  plantation, 
to  which  the  name  of  Voluntown  was  given. 

Aloses  Fish  moved  from  Groton,  Conn.,  to  Vol- 
untown, and'  in  the  latter  town  was  married,  Nov. 
7,  1745,  by  the  Rev.  William  Crosswell,  to  Eliza- 
beth Morgan.  Their  four  children  were:  Elizabeth, 
born  Oct.  7,  1746;  Aloses,  Alarch  20,  1749;  Eunice, 
March  16,  1752;  and  Daniel,  Dec.  10,  1758.  Moses 
Fish  was  an  extensive  land  owner,  and  he  followed 
farming  for  a life  occupation.  He  died  in  Volun- 
F)wn,  and  was  buried  there.  His  body,  together 
with  those  of  eighteen  other  members  of  the  Fish 
family,  was  disinterred  by  Levi  H.  Fish  about  1865, 
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and  removed  from  the  old  abandoned  cemetery  to 
the  Pachaug  cemetery  in  Griswold. 

Hoses  Fish  (2),  son  of  Hoses,  was  born  m 
\Hluntown,  and  like  his  father  he  became  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
was  buried  in  the  family  lot.  On  Feb.  12,  1778,  by 
the  Rev.  Levi  Hart,  he  was  married  to  Jerusha 
I’hillips  Their  children  were : IMahala,  born  Aug. 

20  1779;  Rachel,  Dec.  14,  1781;  Elisha,  Oct.  13, 
178V  Levi,  April  10,  1786;  Hoses,  Oct.  i,  1789; 
Asa,  July  27,  1792;  Lucy,  April  7,  1796;  and  Bet- 
sey, Feb.  I,  1799-  . , ... 

Hoses  Fish  (3)-,  son  ot  Hoses  {2),  born  Oct. 

I 1789,  in  \'oluntown,  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  place,  and  there  followed  farming.  He  clied 
in  1839,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  there.  He 
married  Susan  Revnolds,  who  died  in  \ oluntown 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Elisha,  and  w;as  buried  m the 
cemetery  at  Preston  Gity,  Conn.  Ihey  had  eleven 
children,  as  follows;  William,  who  at  the  age  ot 
ninety-three  is  residing  at  \'alparaiso,  Ind. ; Hary 
Ann,  who  married  Nelson  Billings,  who  died  m 
California  in  1849;  Charles,  wdio  died  in  Reading, 
i’a.,  in  1880;  Francis,  deceased,  who  followed  the 
sea  • Susan,  who  married  James  Stoddard,  and  died 
in  Iowa  City,  Iowa;  Nelson,  who  went  to  Califor- 
nia and  died  there ; Elisha,  a Civil  war  soldier,  who 
died  in  N'ohmtown;  Sarah,  who  married  George 
Wilkinson,  and  died  in  North  Stonington ; Ihomas, 
who  resides  at  Saybrook,  Conn. ; James  Lanman , 
and  Clinton,  who  died  in  Iowa. 

James  Lanman  Fish  was  but  three  yeais  old 
when  his  father  died.  He  grew  up  on  the  home- 
stead with  but  limited  opportunities  for  an  educa- 
tion. He  was  still  quite  young  when  taken  by  his 
mother  to  Preston  City,  and  had  not  yet  reached 
his  teens  when  he  began  work  in  the  mill  at  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he 
was  working  as  a farmer's  boy  for  Henry  Palmer, 
of  Preston,  and  later  with  Hr.  Morgan,  of  the 
same  town.  In  the  last  named  place  he  received 
four  dollars  a month  during  the  summer  season, 
and  in  winter  he  attended  school,  doing  the  chores 
for  his  board  and  clothing.  At  the  age  of  twent\- 
three  he  married  and  moved  to  \ oluntown.  Conn., 
where  he  found  employment  in  the  Briggs  yiills, 
and  there  he  continued  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  enlisted  for  service  in  that  struggle 
in  Company  G,  21st  Conn.  \ ol.  Inf.,  untler  Captain 
Brown  and  Colonel  Dutton,  in  1862.  He  served 
three  years,  participating  in  a number  of  battles, 
among  them  Antietam,  Eredericksburg,  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Black  Water,  Cold  Harbor,  etc.,  and  he 
was  discharged  at  Richmond  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Returning  home  he  located  in  Preston  City, 
but  remained  only  a short  time,  when  he  came  to 
Rhode  Island  and  located  at  Fisherville,  in  the  town 
of  Exeter,  working  for  Whiting  & Sykes  in  their 
mill  for  one  year.  He  then  removed  to  Kingston^ 
and  for  a short  time  was  employed  in  a satinet  null 
there,  after  which  he  moved  to  East  Greenwich  and 


kept  a boarding  house  for  four  years.  In  1871 
he  came  to  the  town  of  Warwick,  locating  in  the 
village  of  Pontiac,  where  he  kept  a boarding  house 
for  the  B.  B.  & R.  Knight’s  mill  hands  for  five 
years.  In  1876  he  started  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  for  twenty  years  he  successfully  con- 
ducted a general  store.  He  built  a comfortable 
home,  bought  fifty  acres  of  land  (the  farm  owned  by 
James  Carder).  In  1897  he  sold  out  his  store  and 
began  farming  at  which  he  is  at  present  engaged. 
Air.  Fish  has  had  a hard  struggle,  and  he  has  en- 
countered many  difficulties,  but  his  own  industry 
and  integrity  have  won  the  fight,  and  he  is  now  in 
easy  circumstances. 

In  his  political  belief  Air.  Fish  is  a Democrat, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  office  holding.  In  1859. 
Air.  Fish  married,  in  Voluntown,  Roxellana  Smith, 
born  there,  daughter  of  Jacob  Smith.  She  died 
in  August,  1894,  and  was  buried  in  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.  Eight  children  came  to  bless  their  union, 
five  of  w'hom  died  young,  those  reaching  adult  ages 
being  as  follows : Walter  L.,  who  married  Hannah 
B.  Carlson,  has  one  child,  Norman  L.,  and  lives 
in  Pontiac ; Albert  L.,  who  married  Agnes  Gaddis 
(both  now  deceased),  and  had  one  child,  Earl 
Clinton ; Addie  Belle,  who  married  David  Russell, 
of  Lowell,  Alass.,  and  has  children : Howard, 
Alaybelle,  Gertrude,  David,  and  a son  born  in  1907. 
Air.  Fish  married  (second)  Alay  8,  1896,  Hilda 
Augusta  Carlson,  who  was  born  in  Halland,. 
Sweden,  daughter  of  Carl  Carlson.  -To  this  mar- 
riage have  been  born  three  children  : Byron  James,. 
George  Lanman  and  Ethel  Hilda. 

NATHAN  B.  HARRIS,  for  many  years  identi- 
fied with  the  business  and  commercial  life  of  the 
Olneyville  district  and  the  town  of  Johnston,  was 
born  in  the  latter  town  Feb.  17,  1828,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Sarah  (Brown)  Harris,  natives  of  John- 
ston, R.  1..  and  descendent  from  one  of  the  early 
families  of  New  England.  Flis  line  from  the  first 
known  ancestor,  (I)  Tliomas  Harris,  is  through 
(H)  Thomas  Harris  (2),  (HI)  Thomas  Harris 
(3),  (IN')  Henry  Harris,  (A')  Caleb  Harris,  (VI) 
Dr.  Harcling  Harris,  (\TI)  William  Harris. 

(IN')  Henry  Harris,  son  of  Thomas  (3),  born 
Oct.  5,  1702,  married,  about  1727,  Tabitha,  born 
Dec.  7.  1706,  daughter  of  Josiah  Westcott,  grand- 
daughter of  Jeremiah  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Stukeley  NN'estcott,  who  was  received  an  inhabitant 
of  Salem.  Alass.,  in  1636,  and  later  located  in 
Providence.  R.  I.  Air.  Harris  died  Feb.  16,  1787. 
His  children  were;  Phebe,  born  Alay  29,  1728; 
John,  in  1731  : Josiah,  Sept.  3,  1737;  Caleb,  Aug. 
9,  1739:  a daughter  twin  to  Caleb;  and  Hannah, 
Nov.  25.  1744. 

(N')  Caleb  Harris,  son  of  Henry,  born  Aug.  9, 
1739,  married  Oct.  ii,  1760,  Alargaret,  born  in 
1742,  daughter  of  NN'illiam  NN'estcott,  who  was  de- 
scended from  Stukeley  NN’estcott  through  Jeremiah 
and  NVilliam.  Air.  Harris  lived  and  died  in  John- 
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ston,  R.  I.,  his  (Icatli  occurring  Jan.  17,  1812.  He 
was  a farmer  and  also  a surveyor,  and  at  one  time 
under  the  old  judiciary  system  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Provi- 
dence county.  The  children  of  Caleb  and  Mar- 
garet, as  per  vital  records  and  of  Johnston  were ; 
Stephen,  born  April  23,  1761,  died  Sept.  19,  1781; 
John,  born  Nov.  24,  1762;  Cyrus,  born  Sept.  3, 
1764;  Lydia,  born  Nov.  18,  1766,  died  Sept.  5, 
1767;  Harding,  born  Sept.  12,  1768;  Caleb,  born 
Sept.  7,  1770,  died  March  28,  1771  ; Hannah,  born 
April  2,  1772,  died  Sept.  12,  1772;  Joseph,  born 
Nov.  5,  1773;  Caleb  (2),  born  Nov.  20,  1775,  died 
in  October,  1782;  Phebe,  born  Dec.  4,  1777;  Amev, 
born  May  27,  1779,  died  March  25,  1780;  William, 
born  Oct.  10,  1780;  and  Sarah,  born  June  i,  1782. 

(VI)  Dr.  Harding  Harris,  son  of  Caleb,  born 
Sept.  12,  1768,  married  Abigail  Smith,  born  Dec. 
10,  1776,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1832,  and  they  were  resi- 
dents of  Johnston.  At  one  time  Dr.  Harris  visited 
China,  where  he  had  his  portrait  made  by  native 
artists,  and  this  is  still  in  the  family.  He  died 
jMarch  20,  1808.  The  children  born  to  him  and  his 
wife  were:  John  Smith,  born  Aug.  3,  1793;  Caleb, 
Oct.  6,  1797;  William,  Sept.  30,  1800;  Phebe, 
iMarch  31,  1802;  Harding,  Dec.  8,  1803;  and  Abby 
Fisk,  June  21,  1807  (died  Sept.  18,  1809). 

(\TI)  William  Harris,  son  of  Dr.  Harding, 
born  Sept.  30,  1800,  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  married 
Aug.  26,  1821,  Sarah  Brown,  and  their  children 
were:  Caleb,  Nathan  B.,  IMaria,  Phebe,  William, 
Abby,  Harding  and  Melissa. 

(VHI)  Nathan  Brown  Harris  had  but  little 
advantage  in  an  educational  way,  and  he  was 
reared  amid  frugal  and  industrious  surroundings. 
He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  was  em- 
ployed at  it  for  some  time,  his  attention  being  given 
largely  to  repair  -work  about  the  mills  of  his  com- 
munitv.  In  1863,  with  partners,  Messrs.  Lake  and 
Arnold,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  general 
merchandise  trade  in  Olneyville,  which  was  suc- 
cessfully conducted  for  many  years,  though  the  firm 
name  underwent  several  changes,  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  partners.  For  some  years  Mr.  Harris 
was  the  sole  owner  of  the  establishment,  and  he 
personally  conducted  same  until  within  two  years 
■of  his  death,  when  he  retired  from  all  active  busi- 
ness, and  until  this  time  he  was  ever  an  enterpris- 
ing, persevering  citizen.  By  his  indomitable  will 
and  untiring  industry  coupled  with  mature  judg- 
ment he  accpiired  a fair  competence,  and  he  left 
a fair  record  of  a truly  successful  self-made  busi- 
ness man. 

Mr.  Harris  cared  little  for  politics,  but  devoted 
all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  his  business  to  his 
home,  wherein  he  found  his  truest  happiness.  He 
died  suddenly  Nov.  ii,  1898.  On  Oct.  6,  1850,  he 
inarried  Harriet,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Waterman, 
and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  W'aterman,  the 
latter  an  early  resident  of  Johnston,  where  he  at- 
tained an  advanced  age  and  where  he  had  had 


much  to  do  with  the  town’s  development.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  were  born  three  children,  namelv : 
Wallace,  who  married  Nellie  Sweet,  of  Johnston, 
and  is  now  deceased;  and  Herbert  and.  Mice,  who 
reside  with  their  mother  at  the  homestead  on  Plain- 
field  street.  Providence.  Mrs.  Harris  is  a lady  of 
much  intelligence,  and  of  many  pleasing  womanly 
virtues,  and  is  much  devoted  to  her  children. 

Richard  W aterman,  the  j^rogenitor  of  the  fam- 
ily to  which  Mrs.  Harris  belongs,  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  New  England,  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Among  the  children  of  Benjamin  Waterman, 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Harris,  was  a son  Nicholas, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Johnston,  and  who 
there  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  He  was  an  extensive  farmer,  and  was  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  his  day.  Like  his  father 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  afifairs  of  the  com- 
munity, and  he  held  many  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  He  bore  a high  reitutation  for  integrity, 
industry  and  progressiveness.  He  married  Haley 
Smith,  also  of  Johnston,  who  survived  him  some 
years,  and  died  in  her  eighty-seventh  year.  They 
were  the  ])arents  of  three  children:  (i)  Aviary 
married  Solomon  W.  Thornton,  of  Johnston,  and 
lived  to  an  honored  old  age,  passing  away  in  her 
ninety-first  year.  Her  children  were:  Frank,  a 
well-known  business  man  of  Providence;  Nich- 
olas, of  Providence ; Abbie,  who  married 
Hezekiah  Potter,  and  is  now  his  widow. 
(2)  Jeremiah  married  Polly  Knight,  of 
Johnston,  and  his  son,  Alpheus  Waterman,  is  a 
well  known  liveryman  of  Providence.  (3)  Har- 
riet, born  Oct.  27,  1830.  in  Johnston,  married  Na- 
than B.  Harris,  and  now  resides  with  her  two  chil- 
dren in  Providence. 

JOHN  BLUCK,  one  of  the  best  known  meat 
and  provision  dealers  of  Newport,  has  been  a life- 
long resident  of  that  citv,  where  he  was  torn  Aug. 
10,  1840. 

John  Bluck,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
farmer  in  England,  and  there  lived  to  an  advanced 
age.  Industrious  and  hardworking,  he  left  a very 
comfortable  property. 

Richard  Bluck,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Shrop- 
shire, England,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  there 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  continued  until  after 
his  marriage.  Not  long  after  that  event  he  sailed 
for  America,  and  settling  in  Newport,  became 
gardener  for  the  late  Henry  A.  iMiddleton.  When 
the  California  gold  fever  struck  the  country,  how- 
ever, he  was  one  of  those  who  went  to  that  State 
to  make  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  Instead  he  met 
with  an  accident  which  proved  fatal.  His  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  iMary  Oakley,  survived 
him  for  many  years,  and  passed  away  in  New- 
port in  1900,  aged  eighty-eight.  Their  children 
were  as  follows : Martha,  who  married  Gilbert  De 
Blois,  of  Providence,  where  they  both  died ; Mary 
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A.,  widow  of  John  S.  Kesson,  and  a resident  of 
Newport;  Elizabeth,  who  is  now  ]\Irs.  Warren 
Barker,  of  Hiddletown,  R.  I. ; John;  iMargaret, 
now  Airs.  Richard  Shannon,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Sarah,  who  died  unmarried;  and  Jane,  Ellen  and 
Alice,  who  all  died  young. 

John  Bluck  was  born  in  Newport  Aug.  lo, 
1840,  and  attended  the  public  schools  there  until 
he  was  fifteen.  He  then  secured  a place  in  the 
slaughter  house  of  Howland  & Gould,  in  Middle- 
town,  remaining  there  through  various  changes  of 
ownership  until  1863.  year  Air.  Bluck 

formed  a partnership  with  the  late  Stephen  B. 
Slocum  (who  was  mayor  of  Newport  for  several 
years)  under  the  firm  name  of  Slocum  & Bluck, 
and  they  became  engaged  in  the  meat  and  provision 
business  at  No.  144  Thames  street.  In  1888,  after 
a period  of  twenty-five  years,  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
and  Mr.  Bluck  established  himself  alone  in  the 
same  line  of  business,  at  No.  113  Bellevue  avenue, 
his  present  location,  where  he  meets  with  a large 
patronage. 

John  Bluck  was  married  Dec.  19,  1867,  to  Mary 
Jane  Winslow,  daughter  of  Eben  and  Jane  Holt 
(X'ickery)  Winslow,  of  Newport.  To  this  union 
was  born  one  daughter.  Alary  Jane,  whose  untimely 
death,  Alarch  25,  1903,  when  only  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  has  been  the  heaviest  blow  of  their 
lives.  Air.  Bluck  is  very  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
and  when  not  busy  is  always  to  be  found  at  his 
home,  where  a warm  hospitality  awaits  every 
comer.  He  is  warm-hearted  and  generous  and  has 
many  friends.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Rhode 
Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  served 
as  vice-grand,  tie  also  belongs  to  Coronet  Council, 
No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics  he  is  inde- 
pendent, and  in  religion  is  a member  of  Trinity- 

Episcopal  Church.  One  of  his  special  hobbies  is 

horticulture,  and  he  has  devoted  much  time  to  the 
scientific  raising  of  flowers.  He  has  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  dahlia,  and  has 
taken  a number  of  prizes  and  medals  with  his  re- 
sults. He  is  a member  of  the  Horticultural  So- 
ciety of  Newport. 

EAIERY  PAGE  LITTLEFIELD,  for  years 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Olneyville,  Provi- 
dence, was  a descendant  of  Edmund  Littlefield, 
born  in  Titchfield,  England,  in  1591  or  1592,  who 

came  to  New  England  in  1637,  and  was  of  Boston, 

Exeter,  and  of  Wells,  Alaine,  dying  in  the  latter 
place  Dec.  ii,  1661.  The  line  of  descent  from  Ed- 
mund Littlefield  to  Emery  Page  Littlefield  is 
through  Francis,  Caleb,  Francis,  John,  James  and 
James  (2). 

James  Littlefield  (2)  was  born  in  or  near  Wells, 
Alaine,  Alarch  31,  1790.  On  Alay  22,  1814,  he  mar- 
ried Hannah  Higgins,  who  was  born  Fel).  10,  1792, 
daughter  of  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  died  May 
4,  183S.  Their  children  were:  Alarv  Ann,  born 
July  22,  1815:  Alercy  Jane,  Aug.  4.  1817;  James 


Henry,  Sept.  2,  1819;  Emery  Page;  Thomas  L., 
Aug.  10,  1825;  Alartha,  Nov.  7,  1828;  John  W., 
Dec.  14,  1831.  James  Littlefield  (2)  died  Nov.  25, 
1861. 

Emery  Page  Littlefield  was  born  in  Brunswick, 
Alaine,  Alarch  18,  1822.  His  boyhood  was  passed 
on  a farm  amid  rather  obscure  surroundings.  His 
parents  were  poor  but  frugal,  and  afforded  him 
such  educational  advantages  as  their  means  would 
permit,  but  his  days  in  attendance  at  school  were 
few,  though  in  later  years  he  acquired  through  his 
own  efforts  a fund  of  general  information  in  the 
rough  school  of  experience.  When  twenty  years 
of  age  he  manifested  a desire  to  follow  some  tide 
of  fortune,  and  his  father,  believing  that  the  boy 
might  find  greater  opportunities  distant  from  the 
home,  and  having  instilled  in  him  the  germs  of 
frugality,  thrift  and  Christian  teaching,  had  little 
fear  of  the  boy’s  moral  welfare  in  his  wandering. 
With  five  dollars  borrowed  from  his  father  he  set 
out  and  soon  after  entered  the  employ  of  one  Har- 
rison Gray  at  Olneyville  (now  a part  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L).  Air.  Gray  was  a blacksmith  and 
the  young  man  became  his  helper  at  the  wage  of 
one  dollar  per  week.  When  he  had  earned  five 
dollars,  after  five  weeks'  toil  as  the  helper  of  this 
old  time  smith,  he  returned  the  loan  made  to  him 
by  his  father,  and  in  years  after  he  expressed  it  as 
the  happiest  moment  of  his  life.  Here  he  learned 
and  mastered  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and  for 
thirty-five  years,  as  an  employe  or  as  owner,  he 
worked  and  toiled  at  the  same  forge.  He  became 
one  of  the  most  skillful  workers  in  iron  there 
were  in  all  the  country  round,  and  this  skill  com- 
bined with  a reputation  for  honesty  as  firm  and  as 
well  rounded  as  his  iron,  together  with  his  untiring 
energy,  made  for  him  success.  Alen  cannot  all 
be  great,  but  where  can  the  youth  of  today  find  a 
better  example  than  in  the  life  of  this  blacksmith 
boy  who,  by  the  hardest  of  unceasing  toil  and  the 
most  rigid  honesty  gained  a competency,  an  hon- 
ored old  age  and  revered  memory. 

On  Aug.  10,  1854,  Air.  Littlefield  purchased  a 
farm  on  the  old  Killingly  Road,  now  on  the  city 
line  of  Providence,  where  his  son  Frederick  resides, 
and  here  the  later  years  of  his  life  were  spent.  He 
improved  the  property,  built  the  home  and  shop, 
and  when  he  abandoned  the  forge  and  anvil  he 
continued  his  farming  operations  with  his  accus- 
tomed energy.  An  accident  when  somewhat  ad- 
vanced in  years,  through  which  he  lost  the  sight 
of  the  left  eye,  was  his  only  ill  fortune,  and  he  re- 
tained his  health  and'  vigor  to  the  last.  His  death 
occurred  May  i,  1901.  He  was  a Republican  in 
politics,  but  though  interested  and  well  posted  on 
political  questions  of  the  day  he  took  no  active  part 
in  party  work. 

On  Nov.  26,  1848,  Air.  Littlefield  was  married 
to  Alary  B.  Waterman,  who  was  born  Oct.  23, 
1829.  daughter  of  Lahan  Waterman,  of  Johnston. 
Their  children  were : Alaria  W.,  born  Sept.  18,. 
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1849,  12,  1852;  Emeretta,  born  April 

27,  1853,  died  April  25,  1877;  James  Henry,  born 
June  10,  1856,  died  Oct.  28,  1875;  Frederick, 
born  Aug.  30,  i86r.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  Nov.  14,  1863,  and  Mr.  Littlefield  married 
(second)  Nov.  20,  1864,  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  Lap- 
ham,  widow  of  William  Lapham,  and  daughter  of 
Cyrus  Stone.  She  survives  and  resides  on  Hart- 
ford avenue. 

Frederick  Littlefield,  son  of  Emery  Page  and 
Mary  B.  (Waterman)  Littlefield’,  born  Aug.  30, 
1861,  at  the  home  farm  in  what  was  then  Johnston, 
received  a common  or  grammar  school  education. 
During  the  life  of  his  father  he  assisted  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  farm,  and  at  the  death  of  the  latter 
assumed  entire  charge.  He  has  not  rested  upon 
the  achievements  of  his  father,  and  his  has  been  a 
successful  career  thus  far. 

i\Ir.  Littlefield  is  a Republican  in  his  party  affil- 
iations, but  is  emphatically  not  a politician.  In 
1901  he  was  chosen  by  his  party  managers  as  their 
candidate  for  the  office  of  councilman  from  the 
Eighth  ward  of  the  city  of  Providence.  Their 
selection  was  made  without  so  much  as  consulta- 
tion with  Mr.  Littlefield,  and  when  he  was  ap- 
prised of  it  he  accepted  with  the  absolute  under- 
standing that  should  he  be  elected  he  should  go 
to  the  council  chambers  unhampered  by  promise 
or  obligation,  and  should  represent  his  constitu- 
ency and  them  alone,  and  would  tolerate  no  inter- 
ference with  the  performance  of  his  duty,  as  he 
saw  it,  either  by  private  or  corporate  interests.  He 
was  duly  elected,  and  so  well  has  he  acquitted  him- 
self that  he  has  been  elected  to  the  same  office  each 
succeeding  year,  receiving  increased  majorities  every 
election.  In  October,  1907, he  received  the  nomination 
for  the  seventh  time  and  was  elected.  His  influ- 
ence for  right  and  justice  has  been  felt  in  the  gov- 
erning body  of  the  city,  and  he  has  been  identified 
with  many  projects  in  which  the  welfare  of  the  city 
has  been  involved.  He  has  served  on  many  import- 
ant committees,  among  them  the  committee  on 
Railroads,  and  is  chairman  of  the  Park  committee. 
The  unsought  attainment  of  this  honorable  posi- 
tion reflects  an  appreciation  of  his  business  genius 
and  administrative  ability. 

Mr.  Littlefield  married,  Nov.  28,  1880,  Emma 
Carleton  White,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Eliza- 
beth Wardwell  (Gifford)  W'hite,  both  of  whom  re- 
sided with  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Littlefield  for  a period 
before  they  died.  Mr.  White  was  a son  of  William 
H.  W'hite,  and  was  born  in  Providence.  iMrs. 
AMiite,  who  was  a daughter  of  Hugh  N.  and  Ruth 
Smith  (Wardwell)  Gifford  ( the  latter  a daughter  of 
Joseph  W'ardwell,  a Revolutionary  soldier),  passed 
away  June  6,  1906,  and  iMr.  White  died  Sept.  19, 
1906.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Littlefield  have  one  daughter, 
]\label  Gertrude,  who  has  been  given  excellent 
educational  advantages,  is  a member  of  tbe  Four 
Leaf  Clover  Club,  and  in  1907  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  that  organization  for  a period  of  two  years ; 


she  was  married  Jan.  7,  1908,  by  the  Rev.  Frederick 
I.  Collins,  to  Percy  Milton  Patterson,  of  Provi- 
dence. Mr.  Littlefield*is  a member  of  the  Sunset 
Club,  a purely  social  organization. 

RICHARD  ANDREWS  ATWOOD,  late  of 
Scituate,  owner  of  the  famous  property  known  as 
Great  House  harm,’’  was  a descendant  of  (I) 
John  Atwood,  of  Scituate,  who  married  there  Roby 
Kimball,  of  the  same  town.  Their  children  were: 
Kimball,  Lydia,  Dorcas,  Abigail,  Rboda,  Roby  and 
Cyrenia.  Mr.  Atwood  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, serving  as  sergeant  in  Capt.  Joseph  Kimball's 
company  of  Scituate,  R.  I. ; marched  with  his  com- 
pany from  that  town  heb.  7,  I777>  ^i^d  was  in  ser- 
vice at  Warwick  Neck  thirty  days;  also  sergeant 
in  Captain  Peck’s  company,  of  First  Division,  in 
Col.  John  Matthewson’s  regiment,  in  the  expedi- 
tion against  Rhode  Island,  in  August,  1778,  serving 
from  Aug.  6th  to  Aug.  27th. 

(H)  Kimball  Atwood,  only  son  of  John  and 
Roby  (Kimball)  Atwood,  born  Dec.  5,  1781,  mar- 
ried April  4,  1802,  Sylindia  Colgrove,  who  was 
born  April  20,  1786.  They  were  residents  of  Scit- 
uate, and  both  are  buried  in  the  family  burying- 
ground  in  that  town.  Their  children  were : Dorcas, 
born  June  10,  1803;  John,  Feb.  16,  1805;  W’illiam 
C.,  Alarch  19,  1807;  Sally,  June  22,  1809  (died 
young);  Sylindia,  Sept.  25,  1811;  Kimball  T., 
Dec.  2,  1819;  and  Joanne  Fisk,  Aug.  24,  1826. 

(HI)  William  C.  Atwood,  son  of  Kimball  and 
and  Sylindia  (Colgrove)  Atwood,  born  i\Iarch  19, 
1807,  married  Oct.  5,  1827,  Julania  Andrews,  ancl 
twelve  children  blessed  this  union,  among  whom 
were : Kimball,  who  became  a resident  of  Con- 
necticut; Richard  Andrews;  John  IT;  Wdlliam  A.; 
and  Adeline,  who  married  John  Law.  The  others 
died  young.  The  father  married  for  his  second 
wife,  in  1864,  iMary  A.  Phillips,  but  there  were  no 
children  by  this  marriage. 

(IV)  Richard  Andrews  Atwood,  son  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Atwood,  was  born  in  Scituate  Jan.  10, 
1841.  He  remained  at  home  to  assist  his  father  in 
the  management  of  the  home  farm  until  April  20, 
1862,  when  he  was  married  to  Emily  D.  Johnson, 
eldest  daughter  of  Caleb  W.  Johnson.  He  then 
went  to  Connecticut  for  several  years,  working 
for  his  uncle,  and  returning  to  Scituate  resumed 
his  favorite  occupation,  farming.  He  managed 
the  Steere  farm  for  a short  time  and  assisted  his 
father-in-law  for  a year,  after  which  he  returned  to 
the  homestead,  remaining  there  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
“Great  House  Farm,”  to  which  he  removed  in 
1868,  and  which  he  managed  very  successfully 
until  incapacitated  for  work  because  of  ill  health, 
a few  vears  before  his  death.  When  he  retired  from 
active  duties  he  turned  the  management  over  to  his 
son  Caleb. 

j\Ir.  Atwood,  tbough  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  was  retiring  and  un- 
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obtrusive,  and  never  sought  public  honors  of  any 
kind.  Scrupulously  honest  in  all  of  his  dealings,  he 
enjoved  the  esteem  and  sincere  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and  he  was  regarded  everywhere  as  a 
worthv  Christian  man.  For  over  twenty-five  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  W'est  Scituate  Free  Bap- 
tist Society.  He  died  April  13,  1905,  and  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  and  five  of  the  six  children  born 
to  them.  The  record  of  this  family  is  as  follows; 

(1)  Ida  j.,  born  Jan.  20,  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Ahlliam  T.  Arnold,  and  resides  at  Taunton,  Alass. 
They  have  two  children,  Lester  H.  and  Edith  Al. 

(2)  Caleb  J.,  born  Feb.  6,  1868,  conducts  the  home 
farm,  and  is  a young  man  highly  regarded  in  his 
town,  where  he  is  well  known  as  an  intelligent, 
progressive  citizen.  He  married  Annie  E.  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Russell  A.  Arnold,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Grace  AT,  Lela  E.  and  Emily  J.  (3) 
AJark  Agustus  and  (4)  Alarion  A.,  twins,  were 
born  Oct.  25,  1870.  The  former  died  young,  and 
the  latter  remains  at  home  with  her  mother  and 
brother.  (5)  Richard  A.,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  23,  1874, 
married  Amey  Brown,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Clarence  K.,  born  Oct.  2,  1900.  They  reside  in 
Frovidence,  where  AJr.  Atwood  is  a valued  em- 
jdoye  of  the  Rhode  Island  Company.  (6)  Emily 
A label,  born  Sept.  24,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Byron 
W.  Fage.  of  North  Scituate,  and  they  have  had 
three  children.  Alartha  AT,  AFrtice  A.  and 
A label  A'. 

“(ireat  House  Farm,”  which  is  now  the  home 
of  the  widow  and  descendants  of  Richard  A.  At- 
wood, is  an  historic  place  and  worthy  of  special 
mention.  It  was  once  the  home  and  ])roi)crty  of 
Alaj.  Adlliam  Ho])kins  (father  of  Commodore 
Esek  Hopkins  and  Stephen  Hopkins,  a signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence)  who  sold  it  to 
John  Hulet.  Tfie  latter,  after  a brief  ownership, 
sold  it  to  Governor  WTst,  who  in  1775  erected 
what  was  then  the  “largest  and  most  showy"  house 
in  Scituate.  It  is  still  standing  as  originally  built, 
and  has  been  most  carefully  cared  for  by  the 
present  occupants.  It  is  wonderful  in  its  construc- 
tion, with  the  immense  chimney  running  through 
the  center  and  having  ten  very  wide  fireplaces  open- 
ing from  it.  The  great  supporting  logs  are  in  most 
])erfect  condition,  and  the  entire  structure  seems 
in  no  way  impaired. 

Joiixsox.  Airs.  Emily  D.  (Johnson)  Atwood, 
widow  of  Richard  A.  Atwood,  Sr.,  can  trace  her 
descent  from  several  old  and  prominent  Rhode  Is- 
land families  concerning  whom  there  is  much  men- 
tion in  these  pages.  Her  great-grandfather  was 
Joshua  Johnson  of  Coventry,  and  her  grandparents 
were  Obediah  and  Orpha  (Green)  Johnson,  who 
had  two  children.  Caleb  \V.  and  Joshua;  the  last 
named  died  voung. 

Caleb  WA  Johnson  was  born  Jan.  10.  1812.  in 
Coventry,  where  he  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  he 
followed  agricultural  pur.^uits  throughout  his  ac- 
tive years.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  Air. 


Johnson  for  the  substantial  and  honorable  position 
he  attained.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  he  wa« 
left  to  face  the  world  alone  at  a tender  age.  Thus 
it  came  that  he  was  bound  out,  and  though  during 
the  period  of  his  service  he  was  allowed  to  attend 
the  public  schools  of  the  locality  in  which  he  lived 
he  could  not  do  much  to  satisfy  his  own  ambitions 
in  the  way  of  education  until  he  was  free  again. 
He  had  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town  in 
his  early  boyhood,  and  then  went  to  Cranston, 
R.  T,  where  he  was  employed  by  George  Field, 
later  engaging  in  farming  in  that  town  on  his  own 
account.  Aleantime,  through  his  own  efiforts,  he 
had  taken  a course  at  the  Kingston  high  school, 
and  so  well  did  he  attend  to  his  studies  that  he 
prepared  himself  for  teaching,  which  profession  he 
followed  in  the  winter  months  for  many  terms  be- 
fore his  marriage,  being  engaged  in  the  district 
schools  of  Johnston,  R.  1.  He  was  also  success- 
ful in  his  farming  operations,  which  he  continued 
until  he  retired.  At  one  time  Air.  Johnsen  owned 
thirty  acres  of  land  on  what  is  now  Broad  street, 
Frovidence,  and  which  is  now  very  valuable,  but 
it  was  not  profitable  for  agricultural  purposes  and 
he  disposed  of  it  in  1853,  buying  property  just  west 
of  the  village  of  North  Scituate,  the  place  then 
known  as  the  George  Rhodes  farm.  There  he 
])assed  his  remaining  years,  dying  in  1894.  Per- 
haj)s  no  man  of  his  day  was  more  highly  esteemed 
for  his  many  sterling  qualities  than  Caleb  A\’. 
Johnson.  Honest  to  a fault,  morally  clean  and  in- 
tellectually advanced,  he  exerted  an  infiuence  for 
good  which  has  lived  after  him.  He  was  temperate 
in  all  things,  and  a man  whose  mode  of  life  and 
integrity  of  character  were  never  assailed.  True  to 
the  aspirations  of  his  younger  years,  he  was  ever 
a friend  of  education,  and  put  forth  all  his  influence 
in  behalf  of  worthy  educational  projects. 

Air.  Johnson  married  Hannah  Hazzard  Parker, 
one  of  the  eight  children  (four  sons  and  four 
daughters)  of  Nathan  Parker,  son  of  John  Parker, 
of  an  old  and  prominent  Quaker  family  of  Scitu- 
ate, and  among  its  well  known  members  of  recent 
times  we  may  mention  Alarenus  Parker,  Airs.  At- 
wood's uncle,  who  was  favorably  known  and  highlv 
esteemed.  AJr.  and  Airs.  Johnson  are  buried  in 
the  old  Parker  burial  ground  at  Scituate.  They 
were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : Sarah 
died  Alay  i,  1836,  aged  twenty-one  months,  fifteen 
days;  William  Green  died  Aug.  13,  1844,  ^g^d 
eight  years,  six  months,  nine  days ; Albert  Clarke 
died  July  18,  1839,  aged  nine  months,  twenty  days; 
Harriet  A.  resides  in  Scituate.  the  widow  of  Joseph 
G.  Gahan,  for  some  years  a merchant  of  North 
Scituate ; Julia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  Charles  H. 
IHge,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere;  Emily 
D.  is  the  widow  of  Richard  A.  Atwood. 

AXDRE\\'  JAAIES  POWA  In  England  and 
Scotland  with  their  large  estates,  often  handed 
down  in  one  family  for  generations,  much  more 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2297 


attention  has  l)een  i)aid  to  scientific  gardening-  than 
in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  not  strange  that 
the  gardeners  found  in  cliarge  of  the  summer 
homes  of  Newport's  wealthy  land  owners  should 
in  the  majority  of  cases  be  of  foreign  birth  and 
training.  One  of  these,  Andrew  James  Pow, 
g-ardener  on  Mrs.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt's  estate, 
“The  Breakers,”  is  of  Scottish  birth  and  ancestry, 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Menzies)  Pow. 

William  I’ow  was  born  in  Galashiels,  Scotland, 
and  was  the  son  of  Robert  Pow,  a stone  mason, 
•who  lived  atxl  died  in  his  native  land.  William 
Pow  was  a tailor  by  trade  and  followed  that  calling 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  also  died  in  Scotland, 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely : Janet, 
who  married  the  late  David  IMorrison,  of  Scotland, 
and  now  resides  with  her  brother,  Andrew,  in 
Newport;  Helen,  who  married  Robert  Shield,  and 
lives  in  New  Zealand;  William,  a wool  carder  in 
New  Zealand;  and  Andrew  James. 

Andrew  J.  Pow  was  horn  in  Galashiels,  Scot- 
land, March  ii,  1864,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there  until  he  was  fourteen.  He  was  then 
put  to  work  in  a woolen  mill,  but  at  the  end  of  a 
year,  as  the  work  was  not  at  all  congenial  to  him, 
he  became  an  apprentice  under  his  grandfather, 
Duncan  Menzies,  to  learn  gardening.  Eor  four 
years  he  worked  on  the  John  Scott  estate,  known  as 
“Gala  House,”  in  Galashiels,  and  became 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  details  of  his  trade. 
His  apprenticeship  completed,  he  spent  a year  as 
assistant  gardener  on  the  estate  of  Sir  Hugh  Camp- 
bell, in  Berwickshire,  and  then  left  his  native  land 
permanently. 

Mr.  Pow  sailed  from  Glasgow  for  America  in 
1885,  on  the  steamer  “Anchovia,”  of  the  Anchor 
line,  and  upon  arriving  in  the  United  States  went 
first  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  greenhouses  of  Smith,  Powell 
& Lamb.  Erom  thefe  he  went  to  Lenox,  Mass., 
and  for  a season  was  landscape  gardener  on  the 
estate  of  John  E.  Parsons,  the  well-known  New 
York  lawyer.  After  this  he  was  in  turn  employed 
in  Dedham,  Mass.,  by  George  Nickerson ; at  Fox- 
hurg.  Pa.,  on  the  Fox  estate;  at  North  Andover,  on 
the  estate  of  Moses  F.  Stevens ; and  at  Seabright, 
N.  J.,  on  the  estate  of  E.  D.  Adams.  Following 
these  experiences  he  was  for  about  a year  on  the  Au- 
gust Belmont  place,  his  first  work  in  Newport,  hut 
destined  not  to  be  his  last.  In  1889  he  went  from 
Newport  to  Brookline,  IMass.,  and  worked  as  a 
gardener  for  Prof.  C.  S.  Sargent  for  six  years, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  on  Nov.  i,  1895,  began  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  foreman  at  “The  Breakers,”  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  until  in  March,  1903,  when 
he  was  made  head  gardener  at  “The  Breakers,”  in 
which  position  he  has  since  continued.  Here  his 
responsibilities  are  heavy,  for  the  place  comprises 
fourteen  acres  of  land  and  i\Ir.  Pow  has  complete 


charge  of  the  grounds  and  greenhouses,  with  ten 
men  on  an  average  employed  under  him. 

( )n  Dec.  2(').  1889,  Mr.  Pow  was  married  to 
Margaret  Middlemiss  of  Gavington,  Berwickshire, 
Scotland,  but  their  wedded  life  was  unfortunately 
terminated  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  i’ow  in  Newport 
heb.  8,  1903.  Mr.  Pow  is  a member  of  the  ^'ir^t 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Newport,  to  which  he 
gives  his  active  sui)port.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  49,  1.  U."  ().  I'.,  and  to 
Weenat  Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  f.  ().  R.  M.,  of  New- 
port. He  is  also  a member  of  the  New[)ort  Horti- 
cultural Society. 

JOHN  B.  NICHOLS,  for  many  years  a resi- 
dent of  Providence,  thirty  of  whicl/ he  was  as- 
sociated with  one  business  concern,  was  descended 
from  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  New  and  Old 
England.  Walter  Nichols,  who  was  a son  of  Wil- 
liam, of  Uxbridge,  County  :Middlesex,  England, 
and  a member  of  the  same  family  from  which 
came  Hosias  Nichols  (born  1555.  died  1638),  the 
noted  Puritan  and  writer  of  religious  literature 
of  strictest  puritanical  character,  for  which  some 
members  of  the  family  were  punished  while  others 
fied,  was  the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  Ameri- 
can Nichols  family.  Walter  Nichols  was  in  Cam- 
bridge, IMass.,  as  early  as  1638.  He  had  soms, 
Thomas,  James  and  Randall,  the  latter  of  whom 
married  Elizabeth  Pierce,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Pierce,  the  founders  of  their  family  in 
Massachusetts.  She  died  in  1692.  To  Randall 
and  Elizabeth  were  born : Elizabeth,  who  married 
Thomas  Tuck;  Sarah,  who  married  John  Ham- 
mond ; Marie,  who  married  Timothy  Symms ; Han- 
nah, who  married  David  Anderson ; John,  born 
Jan.  16,  1653;  Nathaniel,  born  Nov.  10,  1655; 
William,  born  Aug.  2,  1657;  Daniel,  born  1658, 
and  died  1659;  and  Randall,  born  Aug.  23,  1663. 
The  male  members  of  the  family  mentioned  in  the 
father’s  will  of  Dec.  28,  1678,  were  John,  Na- 
thaniel and  Randall.  The  mother's  will,  dated 
July  7,  1691,  mentioned  only  John  and  Randall, 
the  son  Nathaniel  being  a seafaring  man  who  was 
lost  at  sea,  leaving  two  daughters.  Therefore  the 
family  name  descends  through  John  and  Randall. 
Of  these  John  was  a basket  maker  in  Boston,  and 
was  drowned  Aug.  24,  1694.  Randall’s  wife  was 
Sarah,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  William, 
horn  IMay  22,  1701.  William  became  the  father 
of  Nathaniel,  among  whose  children  was  a son, 
Paul,  who  became  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Paul  Nichols,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  first  a 
blacksmith,  and  in  later  life  a farmer.  In  his 
day  the  calling  of  blacksmith  was  a most  import- 
ant one,  as  all  tools  and  implements  were  made 
by  hand  at  the  forge.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Bryant,  daughter  of  Robert  Bryant,  and  they 
reared  a large  family,  of  whom  there  were  IMoore, 
Nathaniel,  Thomas,  John,  William,  Parker,  Henry, 
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Dorolha,  Sarah,  Rebecca  and  Hulda.  Of  these 
Nathaniel  was  killed  in  battle  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution;  Thomas  died  in  youth;  William 
settled  in  Sandington ; Parker  died  in  Guilfofd ; 
and  Henry  settled  in  Troy,  New  York. 

John  Nuchols,  son  of  Paul  and  father  of  John 
B.,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1804,  on  a farm  in  New 
Hampshire.  He  followed  the  vocation  of  a farmer  . 
until  within  a few  years  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1886.  He  married  Priscilla  Bickford, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Bickford,  and  to  them  was 
born  but  one  child,  John  B.  John  Nichols  and  his 
wife  were  of  the  typical  New  England  type,  honest, 
industrious  and  frugal.  He  began  life  with  no 
advantages  except  his  own  health  and  strength, 
but  he  was  able  to  win  a competence.  He  was 
of  a deeply  religious  temperament,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  church  members.  Mrs.  Nichols 
died  within  a few  weeks  of  her  husband  in  1886. 

John  B.  Nichols  was  born  in  Belknap  county, 
N.  H.,  Feb.  20,  1826.  Until  the  age  of  twenty  he 
remained  with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm.  His 
education  was  all  acquired  in  the  district  schools 
in  the.  vicinity  of  his  home.  About  1846  he  ob- 
tained employment  in  a cotton  mill,  and  later  was 
located  in  Manchester  and  in  Lawrence,  Mass. 
In  1862  he  came  to  Providence,  and  became  con- 
nected with  the  Oriental  Mills,  where  he  had  charge 
of  a department  for  some  years.  For  some  years 
he  was  practically  retired  from  active  work,  a part 
of  which  time  he  was  in  poor  health.  During 
his  many  years  of  labor  he  performed  his  duties 
with  strict  fidelity  and  much  ability,  and  he  was 
looked  upon  as  an  upright  citizen.  In  his  home 
he  proved  himself  a wise  and  loving  husband  and 
father.  In  his  declining  years  he  found  great 
comfort  in  his  family  and  grandchildren.  He  died 
April  4,  1906,  and  was  buried  in  the  North  Burying 
Ground,  where  his  wife  also  rests. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married,  in  1856,  to  Miss 
Jeanette  Eastman,  who  bore  him  two  daughters: 
Clara  Priscilla,  who  married  John  Henthorn,  of 
Providence,  and  has  three  children;  and  Luella 
J.,  who  married  Thomas  Stimpson,  and  has  two 
sons.  Mrs.  Nichols  passed  away  Aug.  19,  1905. 
She  was  a woman  of  much  strength  of  mind,  and 
of  kind  and  motherly  disposition,  and  of  many  do- 
mestic virtues.  In  their  early  struggles  she  per- 
formed her  part  with  unfaltering  fortitude,  never 
despairing,  never  surrendering,  but  hopefully  look- 
ing forward  to  the  brighter  morrow. 

ANTONIO  GASPRO  FERRETTI,  the  enter- 
prising and  successful  wholesale  and  retail  fruit 
and  confectionery  dealer  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  is  a 
native  of  Italy,  in  which  country  he  was  born 
June  13,  1866. 

Antonio  Gaspro  Ferretti,  Sr.,  his  father,  was 
also  born  in  Italy,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  married  Julia  Repetti,  by  whom  he  had 
several  sons.  Some  few  years  ago  he  and  his 


wife  emigrated  to  America,  where  their  children 
were  living,  and  settled  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  which 
city  they  are  now  making  their  home,  living  re- 
tired. 

Antonio  G.  Ferretti  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  eight  years,  in  company  with  his  brothers 
and  other  relatives.  Arriving  in  America,  they 
settled  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  there  young  Ferretti 
took  advantage  of  all  of  the  educational  oppor- 
tunities that  presented  themselves,  by  attending 
the  public  schools.  His  education  was,  however, 
somewhat  meager,  as  when  but  a mere  lad  he  was 
compelled  to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  The  first 
work  that  presented  itself  to  him  was  a clerkship 
in  a fruit  store  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  he  continued 
at  this  line  of  work  in  various  stores  until  1893, 
during  which  time  he  had,  by  close  application 
to  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him,  acquired  a 
thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  fruit  and 
confectionery  business.  In  the  spring  of  1893, 
Mr.  Ferretti  came  to  Newport,  and  with  his  sav- 
ings started  in  the  fruit  and  confectionery  busi- 
ness at  No.  261  Thames  street.  There  he  remained 
several  years,  when  he  removed  to  his  present 
commodious  quarters.  Nos.  296-298  Thames  street, 
and  here  he  has  since  continued,  and  is  meeting 
with  deserved  success.  In  1902  Mr.  Ferretti 
opened  a branch  store  at  No.  156  Bellevue  avenue. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Ferretti  is  a member  of  Red- 
wood Lodge,  No.  II,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of 
Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Newport.  Although  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  denomination,  Mr.  Fer- 
retti gives  generously  to  all  charitable  and  benevo- 
lent projects.  In  politics  he  takes  an  independent 
stand. 

On  June  i,  1898,  ]\Ir.  Ferretti  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Natalina  E.  Pavarina,  of  Y’ash- 
ington,  D.  C.,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter,  Natalina,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months.  Mrs.  Ferretti  died  July  22,  1908,  at  her 
home  on  Thames  street,  and  was  interred  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  J\lr.  Ferretti  is,  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word,  a self-made  man,  and  his  success  in  life 
has  not  been  due  alone  to  push  and  energy,  hut  as 
well,  in  a greater  measure,  to  giving  his  business 
his  undivided  attention  togeether  with  hard  work. 

JAMES  :M0RE  GILLIES,  carpenter  and 
builder  of  Newport,  is  one  of  that  city’s  industri- 
ous and  progressive  citizens.  His  thrift  and  perse- 
verance have  resulted  in  his  pushing  himself  to 
the  front  rank  in  his  line  of  business. 

Alexander  Gillies,  father  of  James  kl.,  was 
a native  of  Scotland,  in  which  country  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  He  was  a rope- 
maker  by  trade,  and  at  this  occupation  he  was 
engaged  the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  More,  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Neil,  a ropemaker  of  Australia; 
Miss  Mary,  who  resides  with  our  subject  in  New- 
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port;  Alexander,  who  was  a mason  by  trade,  and 
died  in  Newport;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
slate-roofing  business  in  Newport;  and  James 
More. 

James  More  Gillies  w’as  born  June  15,  1863, 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  there  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  until  about  twelve  years  of  age.  After 
leaving  school  he  was  for  about  two  years  en- 
gaged in  rope-making  with  his  father,  and  then 
became  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter  and  joiner’s 
trade  under  Williamson  •&  Gray,  in  Greenock. 
After  serving  his  term  of  five  years  he  set  sail 
for  America,  for  a visit  of  sight  seeing  to  this 
country,  taking  passage  from  Glasgow  Jan.  i, 
1882,  on  the  Anchor  line  vessel,  “Caucasia.”  After 
a very  rough  passage  of  sixteen  days,  he 
arrived  in  New  York,  whence  he  came  directly  to 
Newport,  R.  I,  After  remaining  in  Newport  sev- 
eral days,  he  decided  to  locate  there,  and  accepted 
a position  at  his  trade  with  the  late  Charles  H. 
Burdick,  with  whom  he  remained  several  months. 
After  working  several  years  at  his  trade,  during 
which  time  he  was  employed  by  various  builders, 
among  them  Patrick  Read,  R.  W.  Curry,  and 
McLean  & Mason,  he  decided  to  embark  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  and  this  he  did  in  1895.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Gillies  has  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building.  Socially  he 
is  connected  with  St.  Andrew’s  Society,  of  New'- 
port.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  although  he  has  never  sought  public 
office.  He  is  a member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  he  gives  his  liberal  sup.port. 
Mr.  Gillies  has  shown  his  enterprise  by  opening  to 
the  public  “Gillies  Court,”  upon  which  he  has 
erected  several  cozy  and  modern  dwellings.  He 
is  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  who  gives  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  business  interests.  He  pos- 
sesses those  sterling  traits  of  character  which  are 
characteristic  of  his  race — thrift,  industry  and 
perseverance,  and  it  is  to  these  qualities  that  his 
success  in  life  is  due. 

SMITH.  Among  the  very  old  families  of 
Rhode  Island,  members  of  which  have  been  men 
prominent  in  manufacturing  and  political  circles, 
is  that  of  Smith,  which  is  represented  in  Provi- 
dence by  the  family  of  the  late  James  A.  Smith, 
who  was  a useful  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
successful  business  man.  His  descent  from  Elisha 
Smith,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  is  herewith 
briefly  given,  in  chronological  order : 

(I)  Elisha  Smith. 

(II)  Elisha  Smith  (2),  son  of  Elisha,  married 
July  9,  1761,  Elizabeth  x^ppleby. 

(III)  Junio  Smith,  son  of  Elisha  (2),  born 
July  20,  1763,  was  married  March  24,  1782. 

(IV)  Waterman  Smith,  son  of  Junio,  married 
Sarah  Corey,  and  died  Jan.  17,  1852. 

(V)  Daniel  Angell  Smith,  son  of  Waterman, 
born  Jan.  18,  1812,  at  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  died  at 


Cranston,  R.  I.,  Nov.  14,  1868.  He  was  married 
Jan.  25,  1836,  to  Marcy  R.  Armington,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows:  Ferdinand,  born  Aug. 
^7)  11^^36;  Elma  Anna,  born  April  8,  1838;  Daniel 
Angell,  Jr.,  Aug.  27,  1839;  Frances  .Vlmira,  born 
Jan.  18,  1841;  Ann  Frances,  born  May  14,  1842; 
James  Armington,  born  Nov.  16,  1843;  Byron 
Diamond,  born  July  21,  1845;  Albert  Henry,  born 
June  7,  1847;  Andrew  Gustavus,  June  25,  1849; 
and  Waterman  and  Arba  Dike,  twins,  Dec.  4, 
1851.  Daniel  Angell  Smith,  father  of  these  chil- 
dren, was  variously  engaged  during  his  lifetime. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  later  became  a merchant  of  Providence, 
conducting  a general  store  there,  but  in  1846  left 
the  city  and  purchased  a sixty-acre  farm,  known 
as  the  Hawkins  estate,  just  over  the  city  line  Ln 
Cranston,  being  now  a part  of  what  is  known  as 
Edgew'ood.  He  also  conducted  a fine  shore  resort 
along  the  bay. 

(VT)  Daniel  Angell  Smith,  Jr.,  son  of  the 
above,  was  born  in  Providence,  and  during  the 
Civil  war,  while  still  a young  man,  started  a re- 
cruiting station  at  Pawtuxet,  later  going  to  New 
Hampshire.  There  he  received  an  appointment 
in  the  service  through  Senator  Hale,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  old  monitor  “Nahant,”  which  in  re- 
cent years  has  been  used  by  the  New  York  Naval 
Reserves.  On  Aug.  31,  1863,  appointed 

acting  assistant  paymaster,  and  remained  with  this 
ship,  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  about  fifteen  months. 
When  the  Naval  Brigade  was  formed  and  sent 
ashore.  Paymaster  Smith  was  appointed  commis- 
sary under  Capt.  G.  H.  Preble,  of  the  Blockading 
Squadron,  and  served  from  Nov.  27  to  Dec.  31, 
1864,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the  “Wyoming,” 
in  which  he  served  from  Feb.  16,  1865,  to  March 
31,  1868,  being  commissioned  passed  assistant  pay- 
master July  23,  1866.  The  “Wyoming”  was 
ordered  to  the  seas  north  of  China,  where  the 
Confederate  steamer  “Shenandoah”  within  nine 
months  had  taken  prizes  valued  in  ships  and  cargoes 
at  over  $1,000,000,  the  greater  number  being 
scuttled  or  burned  and  sunk.  The  "Wyoming” 
was  ordered  to  pursue  the  “Shenandoah”  over 
what  practically  amounted  to  half  the  world  in 
order  to  destroy  the  vessel,  which  was  referred  to 
in  the  official  instructions  given  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  “Wyoming”  as  a pirate  and  a corsair. 
In  this  object  the  vessel  failed,  and,  the  war  ending 
before  the  “Shenandoah”  was  overtaken,  her  com- 
manding officer  put  into  Liverpool  and  surrendered 
his  vessel.  Paymaster  Smith  remained  on  board 
the  “Wyoming”  during  her  three  years’  cruise  on 
the  China  seas.  His  next  duty  was  at  the  Pensa- 
cola Navy  Yards,  Fla.,  where  he  was  stationed 
from  Sept,  ii,  1869,  to  Nov.  16,  1872.  During 
this  time,  July  21,.  1870,  he  was  commissioned  pay- 
master. On  Ddc.  17,  1872,  he  was  assigned  to 
duty  on  board  the  store  ship  “Onward,”  on  the 
South  Pacific  station,  joining  the  vessel  where  she 
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lay  at  Callao.  Peru,  and  serving  on  board  until 
July  I,  1874.  During  the  Key  W'est  War,  soon 
after  the  murder  of  the  crew  of  the  “Virginius,” 
by  the  Spaniards,  when  nearly  all  the  available 
vessels  of  the  navy  were  assembled  at  Key  W'est, 
and  when  a war  with  Spain  over  the  affair  seemed 
inevitable,  Paymaster  Smith  was  serving  on  board 
the  flag  ship  "Worcester,”  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Scpiadron,  his  service  beginning  Aug.  5,  1874,  and 
ending  June  15,  1875.  After  the  excitement  over 
the  "X  irginius"  affair  had  subsided,  and  the  matter 
was  settled  amicably  by  the  payment  of  damages 
by  Spain,  the  “W'orcester”  went  to  New  Orleans, 
where  it  lay  to  enforce  the  policy  of  Federal  inter- 
ference in  the  State  Government  carried  out  by 
President  Grant,  at  the  request  of  one  faction  of 
the  Carpet  Pag  Government  of  Louisiana.  The 
duty  was  most  unpleasant  to  both  army  and  navy 
officers,  and  the  fact  that  the  ships  were  not  called 
upon  for  anything  was  a source  of  satisfaction. 

After  his  service  with  the  “Worcester,”  Pay- 
master Smith  went  to  the  ‘‘Plymouth,”  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron,  joining  the  vessel  June  16,  1875, 
and  serving  until  Aug.  30,  1877.  This  included 
the  centennial  year,  and  the  ship  made  the  cruise 
along  the  coast.  He  then  went  to  the  receiving 
ship  "Frank'lin”  at  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  join- 
ing that  ves.sel.  Sept,  i,  1877,  and  serving  about 
three  years.  His  service  was  next  transferred  from 
the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  to  the  T’acific  Station, 
for  he  joined  the  “Alaska”  at  Callao,  Peru,  and 
served  on  board  her  for  about  two  years,  cruising 
from  Panama  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Three 
}ears  more  on  board  the  “Franklin,”  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron,  were  followed  by  an  assign- 
ment to  the  cruiser  “Boston,”  one  of  the  first  of  the 
White  Squadron  to  go  into  commission.  While  he 
was  serving  as  paymaster  of  the  “Boston,”  his 
brother,  James  Armington  Smith,  retired  from  the 
navy  after  a service  of  fifteen  years  as  paymaster’s 
clerk  for  his  l)rother.  From  the  “Boston,”  Paymas- 
ter Smith  went  to  the  “Franklin”  again  at  the  Nor- 
folk Navy  Yard,  serving  three  years,  and  then 
joined  the  “Baltimore,”  at  New  York,  and  cruised 
for  three  years  around  the  world  principally  on  the 
China  station.  His  next  assignment  was  to  the 
“Olympia,”  which  he  joined  early  in  1897  at  one 
of  the  ports  of  Japan,  and  as  paymaster  on  the 
flagship  he  was  ])aymaster  for  the  fleet,  having  also 
served  as  fleet  paymaster  during  a jwrtion  of  his 
service  on  the  “Baltimore,”  after  that  vessel  be- 
came a flagship.  He  was  made  paymaster  inspec- 
tor with  the  rank  of  commander,  Oct.  10,  1896, 
and  was  later  advanced  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
which  rank  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
last  sea  service  expired  in  November,  1899,  when 
he  was  returning  with  Dewey  on  the  “(Dlympia.” 

On  Hay  6,  1901,  Captain  Smith  was  detailed 
to  the  navy  pay  office  at  Hong  Kong,  China,  which 
was  his  last  assignment  before  his  retirement.  He 
had  spent  little  time  in  his  native  State  for  many 


years,  and  was  little  known  in  Providence,  al- 
though well  remembered  by  the  friends  of  his  boy- 
hood. Captain  Smith  died  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
Sept.  28,  1901. 

(XT)  J.\MES  Armixgtox  Smith,  son  of. Daniel 
A.,  Sr.,  and  Marcy  R.  (Armington)  Smith,  was 
born  in  Providence,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Cranston.  He  after- 
ward was  a student  for  one  year  in  a Friends 
boarding  school,  then  taking  a course  of  book- 
keeping in  the  well-known  Scholfield’s  Commercial 
Academy  of  Providence.  On  the  completion  of 
his  school  work  he  became  a clerk  in  the  drug 
store  of  his  brother  Ferdinand,  in  Providence, 
where  he  remained  for  about  fifteen  months.  On 
April  7,  1865,  he  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy  as  pay 
clerk,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  for  about 
fifteen  years,  acting  under  his  brother,  Daniel 
Angell  Smith,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  ser- 
vice July  27,  1886.  In  his  service  in  the  Navy, 
iXlr.  Smith  visited  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  was 
attached  to  every  squadron  except  the  European. 
For  a time  after  his  muster  out  iXIr.  Smith  was 
engaged  in  railroad  contracting,  getting  out  ties 
for  the  Providence  & XX’orcester  and  Pennsylvania 
lines.  He  died  June  21,  1906,  and  was  buried  at 
Swan  Point  cemetery. 

Hr.  Smith  was  married  Nov.  29,  1888,  to 

Fluldah  F.  Chace,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Dickens  (Briggs)  Chace,  and  one  daughter, 
Huldah  Chace  Smith,  was  born  to  this  union. 
She  graduated  with  honors  at  the  Classical  high 
school  of  Providence  in  the  class  of  1907.  She 
is  a member  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  American  Revolution. 

Cti.vce.  XVilliam  Chase,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family,  married  Hary,  and  they  had  these  children : 
XX'illiam,  born,  about  1622;  iXlary,  born  in  1637, 
died  in  1652,  unmarried;  and  Benjamin,  born  in 
1639,  uiarried  Philipa  Sherman.  William,  the 
fatlier,  came  with  the  first  fleet  that  brought  Gov- 
ernor XX  inthrop  and  his  Colony  in  1630.  On  the 
records  of  the  first  church  he  is  mentioned  in  the 
handwriting  of  Rev.  John  Eliot.  [See  New  Eng- 
land G.  & H.  XIagazine.]  He  resided  for  a time 
in  Roxlniry,  and  then  removed  to  Yarmouth, 
Xlass.,  where  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1659,  leaving 
a will. 

Benjamin  Chase,  son  of  XX'illiam,  after  the, 
death  of  his  father  removed  to  I'ortsmouth,  R.  I., 
where  he  married  the  daughter  of  Philliii  Sherman,, 
who  was  with  Governor  Coddington.  Anne  Hutch- 
inson. XX’illiam  Dyer  and  others  banished  from  Bos- 
ton 1637-38.  Benjamin  Chase  settled  in  Free- 
town, Mass.,  where  he  had  settled,  leaving  a will, 
in  1731.  His  family  follows:  Mary,  born  in 
1675,  married  Thomas  Makepeace;  Sarah  married 
Daniel  Grinnell ; Philipa,  born  in  1679,  married 
Jacob  Hathaway:  Benjamin,  born  in  1682,  married 
Xlercy  Simmons;  XXHlter,  born  in  1684,  married 
Deliverance  Simmons;  and  Bethia,  born  in  1686, 
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married  Joseph  Dunham.  Benjamin,  the  parent, 
was  a cooper  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Free- 
town, iMass.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1674, 
selectman  in  1685,  constable  in  1686,  and  assessor 
of  taxes  in  1691.  He  owned  land  in  Freetown, 
iMiddleboro,  Tiverton  and  other  places.  The  land 
in  Freetown  (now  Assonet  village),  is  now  in  the 
center  of  the  village,  and  is  readily  found,  de- 
scendants of  this  family  having  made  it  their  home 
until  within  a few  years. 

Walter  Chase,  son  of  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  23, 
1684,  married  Jan.  29,  1707,  Deliverance  Simmons. 
Their  children  were:  Edward,  born  Jan.  24,  1708, 
died  in  1735  ; Constant,  born  April  26,  1710,  died 
Aug.  26,  1710;  Seth,  born  Oct.  4,  1711,  married 
(first),  in  1738,  Abigail  Briggs,  and  (second),  in 
1752,  Phillipa  Strange;  Philip  married  Sarah  Cush- 
man; Sybil  married  James  Cudworth ; Walter  mar- 
ried Anna  Simmons;  George,  born  in  1719,  mar- 
ried Alary  Strange;  Charles  married  (first)  Abi- 
gail Strange  in  1744,  and  (second)  Huldah  Hatha- 
way in  1762;  Sarah;  Hannah  married  Air.  Arnold; 
Alice  married  Air.  Crapo ; and  Benjamin  married 
Alary  Baggs.  Walter  Chase,  the  parent,  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  on  the  farm  inherited  from  his 
father  in  Freetown,  Alass.  He  was  assessor  of 
taxes  in  1721-23  and  with  his  brother-in-law.  En- 
sign Jacob  Hathaway,  bought  and  sold  consider- 
able real  estate.  In  a deed  dated  Dec.  10,  1711, 
of  Walter  Chase  to  Jacob  Hathaway,  Benjamin 
Chace  signs  as  witness.  This  is  the  earliest  date 
where  the  name  “Chase"  has  been  changed  to 
"Chace”  that  the  biographer  has  been  able  to  find. 

Charles  Chace,  son  of  W'alter,  married  Jan. 
19,  1744,  Abigail  Strange,  by  whom  he  had  five 
girls  and  one  boy.  He  married  (second)  Dec.  9, 
1762,  Huldah  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Guilford  and 
Lydia  (Simmons)  Hathaway,  and  to  the  second 
union  were  born  these  children : Guilford,  born 
Oct.  27,  1764,  married  Olive  Butts,  Jan.  19,  1794; 
Dudley,  born  Oct.  6,  1766,  married  Alary  Durfee, 
Dec.  4,  1794;  Huldah,  born  Sept.  5,  1770,  married 
Allen  Chase,  Alarch  26,  1794;  Lydia,  born  Sept. 
21,  1772,  married  Joshua  Hunt,  Jan.  i,  1795;  Alary 
married  John  Young,  Aug.  7,  1800;  and  Benjamin 
married  Alartha  Valentine,  Jan.  26,  1796.  Guil- 
ford Hathaway  was  a son  of  Ensign  Jacob  Flatha- 
way,  whose  wife  was  Philipa  Chase,  sister  of 
Walter.  Guilford  Hathaway  was  drowned  at  sea 
with  Lot  Strange  and  John  Paine  in  1745. 

Huldah  Chace,  daughter  of  Charles,  born  Sept. 
5,  1770,  married  Alarch  26,  1794,  Allen  Chase, 
and  their  children  were:  Sally,  born  in  1796,  mar- 
ried Arnold  Smith,  born  in  1792 ; Charles,  born  in 
1798,  married  Amy  Burrows ; Henry,  born  in 
1800,  married  Alary  Dickens  Briggs,  Nov.  8,  1832; 
Patience  Wood,  born  in  1802 ; James  Strange, 
born  in  1804,  married  Amy  Young;  Alary  Ann, 
born  in  t8o0,  married  John  Barbes ; Allen,  born 
in  1808,  married  (first)  Francis  Sweet,  and  (sec- 
ond) Alary  Waldron;  Robey,  born  in  1810;  Hul- 


dah, born  in  1811;  and  Guilford  William,  born  in 

1812,  married  (first)  Lucrctia  , (second) 

Alary  and  (third)  Frances  Salisburv. 

Henry  Chace,  son  of  Huldah,  born  Feb  ici 
1800,  married  Nov.  8,  1832,  Alary  Dickens  Briggs! 
and  died  Alarch  6,  1883.  His  children  were : ( i ) 
Henry  Allen,  born  Uct.  28,  1833,  died  Feb.  5, 
1884.  (2)  Guilford  William,  Ijorn  Nov.  ? i8Vj' 
married  (first)  Oct.  4,  1864,  Harriet  Al.  Olev! 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Louise  Gertrude! 
born  Jan.  14,  1868,  who  married  June  4,  1894,- 
Clarence  Bishop  Hartough ; and  Henry  Van’ 
Antwerp,  born  Nov.  9,  1876.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Oct.  22,  1879,  Harriet  E.  Bedloe,  who  bore 
him  two  children:  Aladeleine,  born  April  11,  1883, 
who  married  Dec.  24,  1903,  Walter  Sherman  Salt ; 
and  Gladys,  born  April  12,  1890.  (3)  Alarv  Eliza- 
beth, born  Alay  14,  1840,  died  in  June,  1840.  (4) 

Huldah  Frances,  born  Nov.  30,  1848,  married  Nov. 
29  1888,  James  Armington  Smith,  by  whom  she 
had  one  daughter,  Huldah  Chace,  born  Dec.  15 
1889.  Flenry  Chace,  father  of  these  children,  was 
a carpenter  by  trade,  an  occupation  which  he  fol- 
lowed throughout  a long  and  active  life.  His 
home  he  made  on  the  lot  on  which  noiv  stands 
the  handsome  residence  propertv  of  Airs.  James 
Armington  Smith. 

Henry  Allen  Chace,  son  of  Henry,  was  an 
active  business  man,  and  was  also  prominently 
connected  fraternally,  being  well  known  in  Alasonic 
circles.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  His- 
torical address  delivered  by  R.  W.  Henry  W. 

D-  D.,  at  the  twenty-fifth  anniversarv  of 
Adelphoi  Lodge  of  Providence,  A.  F.  & A. " AI. : 
"During  this  year  (1884)  the  lodge  was  called  to 
mourn  the  departure  from  earth  of  one  who  had 
been  largely  instrumental  in  its  establishment, 
Henry  Allen  Chace.  Brother  Chace  was  a man 
of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability.  In  the 
important  office  which  he  held  with  the  Boston 
& ITovidence  Railroad  Corporation  his  executive 
giPs,  his  integrity  and  energy,  were  alike  made 
evident.  W'  hile  closely  held  to  the  exacting  duties 
of  his  official  position  he  found  time  for  a constant 
service  in  the  interests  of  humanity  and  religion. 
He  was  a man  of  positive  opinions  and  fixed  prin- 
ciples. He  will  be  remembered  as  a worthy 
representative  of  Adelphoi  Lodge  and  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  fraternity.” 

GARDINER.  For  nearly  two  hundred  and 
seventy  years  the  Gardiners  have  been  a continu- 
ous Rhode  Island  family;  and  those  of  the  old 
stock  descend  from  George  Gardiner,  \vhose  rec- 
ord identity  with  the  Commonwealth  began  in 
1638,  in  which  year  he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant 
of  Aquidneck,  having  submitted  himself  to  the 
“government  that  is  or  shall  be  established.”  He 
soon  had  land  recorded,  appeared  at  the  General 
Court  of  Elections,  was  made  a freeman  of  New- 
port, was  made  constable,  ensign,  etc.  One  of 
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his  fourteen  children,  Robert  Gardiner,  was  deputy 
clerk  at  Newport,  in  1699,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  century  following  was  several  times  clerk 
of  the  Assembly  and  also  deputy.  Several  other 
sons  were  residents  of  Kingstown,  in  which  town 
and  those  coming  out  of  it  the  name  has  since  con- 
tinued a common  one. 

It  was  from  this  source  came  the  distinguished 
Dr.  Sylvester  Gardiner  of  before  and  during  the 
Revolutionary  period,  an  eminent  physician  and 
surgeon,  drug  merchant  of  Boston,  some  of  whose 
posterity  later  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
learned  professions  both  in  this  country  and  abroad ; 
and  it  was  through  this  branch  that  Gardiner, 
IMaine,  was  founded.  For  generations  the  Gardi- 
ners of  Rhode  Island  have  given  the  metropolis  of 
the  State  some  of  its  most  substantial  and  success- 
ful business  men. 

(I)  George  Gardiner  was  of  Newport  as  early 
as  1638,  in  which  year  he  was  admitted  an  in- 
habitant of  the  island  of  Aquidneck.  He  had  land 
recorded  there  in  1640,  and  in  that  same  year  he 
was  present  at  the  General  Court  of  Elections. 
He  was  made  a freeman  in  the  following  year, 
and  later  served  as  constable  and  senior  sergeant 
and  ensign,  and  also  served  in  other  official  rela- 
tions. He  married  (first)  Herodias  Wickes,  and 
(second)  Lydia  Ballou.  He  died  about  1677,  and 
Lydia  passed  away  before  1722.  His  children  were : 
Benoni,  Henry,  George,  William,  Nicholas,  Dorcas, 
Rebecca  (all  horn  to  the  first  marriage),  and 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Lydia,  Mary,  Peregrine,  Robert 
and  Jeremiah. 

(II)  Nicholas  Gardiner,  son  of  George  and 
Herodias,  born  in  1654,  married  Hannah,  and  was 
of  Kingstown,  R.  1.  He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
in  1671.  He  died  in  1712. 

(III)  Nicholas  Gardiner  (2),  son  of  Nicholas 
and  Hannah,  married  Oct.  13,  1709,  Mary  Eldred, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Eldred,  of  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
and  their  children  were : Nicholas,  born  Dec.  6, 
1710;  Ezekiel,  Sept.  29,  1712;  Sylvester,  Aug.  3, 
1714;  Hannah,  Sept.  2,  1717;  Amey,  June  17,  1723; 
Susannah;  Thomas,  Oct.  i,  1729;  and  Dorcas. 

(IV)  Nicholas  Gardiner  (3),  son  of  Nicholas 

(2)  and  Mary,  born  Dec.  6,  1710,  married  (first) 
in  1729,  Martha  Havens,  daughter  of  William 
Havens,  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  -was  of 
Exeter,  R.  I.  He  married  (second)  Dorcas.  He 
became  a large  landholder,  and  was  the  owner  of 
many  slaves.  He  lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  of 
age,  dying  in  1801.  His  children  were:  Mary, 
born  Sept.  22,  1732,  married,  Feb.  28,  1759,  Oliver 
Reynolds;  William,  born  Sept.  19,  1734,  married, 
March  2,  1760,  Martha  Reynolds;  Margaret; 

Nicholas,  born  March  2,  1738;  Martha,  born  Aug. 
31,  1739,  married  March  3,  1760,  Stephen  Arnold; 
Ann,  born  May  28,  1741,  married  Samuel  Norey ; 

.Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  22,  1743,  married  Daniel 
Champlin ; Huling,  born  Aug.  18,  1745,  married 
Elizabeth  Northup,  daughter  of  Immanuel  Northup 


(all  horn  to  the  first  marriage)  ; James,  born  Oct. 
26,  1750;  Sylvester,  born  Aug.  30,  1752,  married 
Hannah  Reynolds;  PTancis,  horn  April  4,  1755, 
married  Waity  West;  and  Dorcas,  born  March  12, 
1760. 

(V*)  Nicholas  Gardiner  (4),  son  of  Nicholas 

(3)  and  Martha,  born  March  2,  1738,  married 
(first)  Honour  Brown,  horn  May  10,  1740,  daugh- 
ter of  Beriah  Brown,  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  1. 
She  died  Aug.  19,  1760,  leaving  no  issue,  and  he 
married  (second)  Oct.  19,  1761,  Deborah  Vincent, 
of  Exeter,  who  was  born  in  1740,  and  died  May  23, 
1813;  and  he  married  (third)  Ruth  Tillinghast. 
Mr.  Gardiner  was  a resident  of  Exeter,  R.  I.  His 
death  occurred  June  6,  1815,  when  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  liis  children  were : Honour,  horn 
Jan.  3,  1763,  died  unmarried  May  20,  1817;  Vin- 
cent, born  Dec.  9,  1764,  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Judge  Ezekiel  Gardiner;  Elizabeth,  born  April 

10,  1767,  died  June  10,  1776;  Nicholas,  born  Aug. 

11,  1769;  Beriah,  born  NMv.  16,  1771;  Willett, 
born  Feb.  13,  1774;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  6,  1776; 
and  Benjamin  C.,  horn  April  27,  1779. 

(\T)  Beriah  Gardiner,  son  of  Nicholas  (4), 
was  born  Nov.  16,  1771,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  was 
a farmer  in  his  early  life,  being  engaged  at  that 
occupation  first  in  his  native  town  and  later  at 
Point  Judith.  Because  of  indorsing  for  a friend 
he  had  to  give  up  his  farm  at  Point  Judith,  and 
he  then  removed  to  Wickford  and  became  a sea- 
faring man  in  the  coasting  trade.  He  died  Feb. 

12,  1853.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  a man  of  pleasant,  genial  nature,  and 
was  familiarly  known  as  “Uncle  Beriah.”  He 
married  (first)  Oct.  21,  1792,  Phebe  Gardiner, 
born  Oct.  16,  1772,  died  April  6,  1808.  His  sec- 
ond wife,  whom  he  married  Oct.  15,  i8o8,  was 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hammond,  born 
April  3,  1787,  and  died  Sept,  i,  1863.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  children : Beriah,  born  March  28, 

1794,  died  April  28,  1794;  Elizabeth,  born  June  27, 

1795,  married  Aldridge  Bissell,  of  Genesee  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  she  died  Oct.  14,  1834;  Nicholas  Vin- 
cent, born  Dec.  13,  1797,  died  April  10,  1837;  Mary 
Hammond,  born  March  9,  1800,  married  Beriah 
Reynolds,  and  died  September,  1858;  Beriah  (2), 
born  March  27,  1802,  died  at  Wickford,  R.  I., 
Sept.  19,  1876;  Ezekiel,  born  Feb.  6,  1804,  died 
Sept.  16,  1874;  Phebe,  born  Feb.  25,  1806,  mar- 
ried Allen  Spooner,  and  died  Jan.  20,  1892;  Deb- 
orah \4nson,  born  Jan.  25,  1808,  married  Alex- 
ander Nichols,  of  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Sept. 
30,  1863.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  born: 
Joseph  Hammond,  born  Feb.  22,  1811,  died  Nov. 
23,  1893 ; James  Anthony,  born  Jan.  23,  1813,  died 
Dec.  23,  1852;  Harriet  Cottrell,  born  March  ii, 
1815,  married  Stephen  B.  Reynolds,  and  died  Nov. 
7,  1896;  Lucy  Ann,  born  July  21,  1817,  married 
Thomas  Rathbun,  and  died  Oct.  16,  1878;  Ben- 
jamin C.,  born  Sept,  ii,  1821,  died  Oct.  23,  1863; 
Aldridge  Bissell,  born  Ivlay  25,  1826;  and  William 
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Northup,  born  Dec.  15,  1828,  died  Aug.  30,  1875. 

(VII)  Aldkidge  JbssEEL  Gardiner,  son  of 
Beriah  and  Elizabeth  (Hammond)  Gardiner,  was 
born  May  25,  1826,  in  Whckford,  R.  I.,  excepting 
one  the  youngest  of  even  for  that  day  an  unusually 
large  family  of  children.  A number  of  his 
brothers  were  seafaring  men,  and  young  Aldridge 
soon  fell  into  line.  At  the  early  age  of  thirteen 
he  is  found  with  them  making  himself  as  useful 
as  a boy  of  thirteen  could  as  a sailor.  Before  this, 
however,  he  had  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
neighborhood  and  the  Wickford  Academy.  Sev- 
eral years’  experience  on  the  sea  proved  sufficient 
for  him,  and  he  is  next  found  in  Providence  as  an 
apprentice  at  the  business  of  manufacturing  jewelry 
under  Messrs.  Hunt  & Owen,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained nine  years,  thoroughly  learning  the  busi- 
ness. In  1866  he  began  the  jewelry  business  on 
his  own  account,  associating  with  himself  for  the 
purpose  the  late  Josiah  W.  Richardson,  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  W.  Richardson  & Co.,  a co-part- 
nership which  existed  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Richardson  in  1881,  but  the  business  of  which  was 
thereafter  conducted  by  the  deceased’s  son,  the 
present  George  H.  Richardson,  and  Mr.  Gardiner, 
until  the  retirement  of  the  latter  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1893.  The  establishment  retains  the  old 
name  under  which  its  reputation  was  made,  wdiich 
is  second  to  none  in  its  line  among  the  many  jewelry 
manufacturing  concerns  in  Providence,  and  it  has 
been  one,  too,  of  the  very  successful  business 
houses  of  the  city  similarly  employed.  For  many 
years  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Richardson  & Co.  was  the 
only  one  engaged  in  that  line  of  work  which  made 
a specialty  of  society  emblems. 

In  his  younger  life  Mr.  Gardiner  gave  con- 
siderable attention  to  military  matters.  For  ten 
years  or  more  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
First  Company  of  Light  Infantry  of  Providence, 
and  was  a member  of  the  veteran  association.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Dorr  war  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  shoulder  his  musket.  He  had  long  been 
active  and  prominent  in  Masonry.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  and  the  oldest  Mason  in 
that  lodge  at  the  time  of  his  death ; he  was  also 
a member  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter; 
Providence  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ; 
of  St.  John’s  Commandery,  Knights  Templar  (in 
which  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest 
Sir  Knight)  ; of  Rhode  Island  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree,  Scottish  Rite ; and  Palestine  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  (3rder,  Nobles  of.  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  was  a member  of  the  last  delegation 
from  St.  John’s  Commandery  to  visit  Richmond 
Commandery  before  tbe  Civil  war,  and  of  the  first 
delegation  to  visit  it  after  the  Rebellion.  He  had 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  man  to  be  made  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  in  Rhode  Island.  He  also  be- 
longed to  the  West  Side  Club  and  the  Pomham 
Club,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  both,  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  Athletic  Club.  In  his  political 


views  Mr.  Gardiner  was  a Republican.  His  death 
occurred  Aug.  10,  1905. 

On  June  14,  1854,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Agnes  Doughty  Jackson,  born  in 
Rockaway,  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  John 
D.  and  Agnes  (Ludlow)  Jackson,  a member  of 
the  family  to  which  belonged  Gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  and  a cousin  of  the  late  Gov.  Ludlow,  of  New 
Jersey.  Mrs.  Gardiner  died  June  21,  1897.  They 
had  three  children:  (i)  Annie  Rathbun  married 
Frank  1.  Pearce,  a gold  pen  manufacturer  of 
Providence,  and  they  have  two  children,  Aldridge 
Gardiner  (born  April  2,  1875)  and  Anna  Eliza- 
beth (born  Dec.  14,  1886).  (2)  Laura  Chandler 

married  Judge  Christopher  AI.  Lee,  a native  of 
Newport,  R.  L,  and  a descendant  of  the  old  Lee 
family  of  Virginia,  who  graduated  from  Brown  in 
1877,  where  he  took  a prominent  part  in  athletics. 
He  studied  law  in  Newport,  and  practiced  there 
for  six  years  after  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and 
is  one  of  the  well-known  attorneys  of  Providence, 
and  now  associate  justice  of  the  Sixth  District 
Court.  He  is  a Republican  in  political  faith,  and 
has  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council.  (3; 
John  Jackson  died  in  1877,  at  the"  age  of  seven- 
teen. 

BALLOU  (Lincoln  family).  Among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Lincoln  who  have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  development  of  the  town 
and  its  interests,  may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Smith 
M.  and  Nelson  J.  Ballou,  substantial  men,  the 
latter  an  honored  survivor  of  the  great  Civil  war. 
These  gentlemen  are  members  of  one  of  the  old 
and  esteemed  families  of  New  England,  being  in 
the  sixth  generation  from  Maturin  Ballou,  the 
founder. 

(I)  Alaturin  Ballou. 

(H)  John  Ballou,  son  of  Maturin,  born  about 
1650,  presumably  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married 
(second)  Jan.  4,  1678-79,  Hannah  Garrett,  of 
Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Ballou,  it  appears,  lived  for 
several  years  in  his  early  manhood  on  the  island 
of  Rhode  Island,  in  Portsmouth  or  Newport.  He 
was  admitted  a freeman  in  1671.  It  seems  that  he 
served  in  the  Indian  war  and  was  wounded,  for  the 
General  Assembly,  in  October,  1684,  passed  an 
order  allowing  John  Ballou  three  pounds  “to  be 
applied  to  the  cure  of  his  wound  in  the  late  Indian 
war.”  Later  the  three  brothers,  John,  James  and 
Peter  Ballou,  settled  near  each  other  on  a large 
tract  of  land  in  the  locality  then  called  Loquas- 
quissuck,  which  locality  lies  now  mainly,  if  not 
wholly,  in  the  town  of  Lincoln.  It  includes  Lime 
Rock  and  the  adjacent  vicinity.  Mr.  Ballou’s  chil- 
dren were:  John,  born  Aug.  26,  1683;  Maturin, 
about  1685;  Peter,  Aug.  i,  1689;  Sarah,  Hannah 
and  Abigail. 

(HI)  Alaturin  Ballou,  son  of  John,  born  about 
1685,  likely  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  (first), 
it  is  supposed,  Sarah  Arnold,  and  one  child.  Flee 
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of  Alcy,  was  born  to  them.  He  married  (second) 
i*'eb.  28,  1759,  iMercy  Cooper,  and  their  two  chil- 
dren were:  William,  born  in  1759;  and  ]\Iaturin, 
born  in  1767,  both  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.  iMr.  Ballou 
lived  about  one  mile  west  of  \^alley  Falls,  in  the 
town  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  Here  he  cleared  up  a 
valuable  farm.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  a very 
industrious,  upright,  benevolent  and  pious  man. 

0\')  ^^'illiam  Ballou, -son  of  Haturin,  born  in 
1759.  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  married  Alary  Bucklin, 
born  in  1762,  daughter  of  Elijah  Bucklin,  of  Attle- 
boro, Alass.  Air.  Ballou  and  his  brother  Alaturin 
in  about  1783  entered  into  joint  possession  of  the 
homestead,  and  they  held  and  managed  their  _ in- 
heritance together,  or  at  least  without  division, 
until  the  year  1800,  about  which  time  William  re- 
moved to"  Tunbridge,  \T.  William  Ballou  was  a 
man  of  substantial  virtues  in  the  relations  of  life, 
and  he  was  highly  esteemed  both  in  his  native 
and  adopted  homes,  as  was  also  his  wife.  She  died 
in  November,  1850,  and  he  in  January,  1844. 
Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  18,  17^3; 
William,  Aug.  20,  1786;  Bezeliel,  in  1792;  Sarah, 
Sept.  23,  1795;  Alaturin,  Sept.  23,  1796;  Alary,  in 
1801;  Sanford,  Alay  2,  1803;  and  Almanda,  Alay 
16,  1806. 

(V)  Alaturin  Ballou,  son  of  William,  born  Sept. 
23.  1796,  in  what  was  then  Smithfield.  R.  1.,  mar- 
ried Uct.  16,  1820,  Sarah  Thillips  Hawkins,  of 
Smithfield,  liorn  in  1798,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Rebecca  Hawkins.  At  the  age  of  eight  years 
Air.  Ballou  was  virtually  adopted  by  his  uncle, 
Alaturin  Ballou,  whose  ancient  homestead  he  in- 
herited. He  was  a substantial  farmer,  a worthy 
man  and  a respected  citizen.  His  wife  and  family 
had  a like  reputable  standing  in  society.  He  died 
May  28,  i860,  his  wife  Sarah  surviving  him  nearly 
seventeen  years  and  passing  away  in  1877,  aged 
seventv-nine  years.  4 heir  children,  all  born  in 
Smithfield,  were : Amanda,  born  Dec.  6,  1828,  is 
the  widow  of  George  M'.  Himes  and  resides  in 
Lincoln;  Smith  Alaturin,  born  Aug.  16.  1830; 

Sarah  A.,  born  Sept.  7,  1833,  married  Ira  Everett 
Smith,  and  died  in  Lincoln,  the  mother  of  one 
daughter.  Emily  Ada  (now  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Conlev.  of  Lincoln)  : Jonathan,  born  Alay  24,  1835, 
married  Sarah  E.  b'reeman,  and  died  in  AMlley 
I'alls.  Dec.  31,  1867.  the  father  of  three  children — 
Charles  H.  (of  Lincoln),  Ada  E.  (who  died 
voting),  and  b'lora  Al.  (who  married  Charles  Ran- 
dall. and  died  in  Cumberland)  ; and  Nelson  J., 
l)Orn  July  15.  1837. 

(\T)  Smith  AIattrix  Ballou,  eldest  son  .of 
Alaturin,  was  born  on  the  old  Ballou  homestead  in 
the  town  of  Smithfield.  now  Lincoln,  Aug.  16, 
1830.  He  attended  the  local  schools  and  the  Fruit 
Hill  Academy,  and  worked  at  home  with  his  father 
on  the  farm.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tool  maker 
with  Ezekiel  Smith,  and  worked  at  that  occupation 
in  Smithfield  and  vicinity,  later  learning  the  car- 
penter’s trade  in  Pawtucket,  a business  he  carried 


on  in  that  locality  until  1854.  At  this  time  Air, 
Ballou  went  to  Logan  county.  Ilk,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years,  engaged  in  contract  work,  build- 
ing houses,  barns,  etc.,  and  also  doing  some  farm- 
ing. Returning  East,  Air.  Ballou  obtained  a po- 
sition at  the  Sayles  Bleachery,  Saylesville,  and 
continued  to  work  in  the  repair  shop  of  that  firm 
for  a period  of  over  a quarter  century.  He  then 
built  a home  in  Smithfield  on  his  share  of  the  old 
homestead  farm,  and  here  he  now  makes  his  home, 
living  a quiet,  retired  life.  Air.  Ballou  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  has  been  a leader  in  the  ranks 
of  his  party  in  this  section,  serving  as  a member 
of  the  town  council,  and  on  the  board  of  assessors 
and  school  board.  Fie  has  always  taken  a very 
active  interest  in  educational  matters,  is  very  pub- 
lic-spirited, and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  any 
movement  calculated  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  made  his  home  for  so  many 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  very  popular  in  their 
locality,  and  are  numbered  among  Lincoln's  repre- 
sentative people. 

On  Sept.  15,  1871,  Smith  Al.  Ballou  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Alaria  Armington. 
born  in  East  Providence,  R.  1.,  daughter  of  Russell 
and  Susan  (Studley)  Armington.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Ballou  have  no  children. 

(\T)  Nelson  Judson  Ballou,  son  of  Alaturin, 
was  born  July  15,  1837,  Stump  Hill,  in  what 
is  now  Lincoln,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  the  farm  was  divided,  and  Air.  Ballou  set- 
tled on  his  portion,  erected  a house,  and  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business,  in  which  he  was  very  successful, 
building  up  a large  trade  in  Pawtucket,  for  which 
he  kept  upward  of  twenty  cows.  He  made  many 
improvements  on  his  place,  also  building  several 
houses.  In  1903  he  gave  up  his  business  and  re- 
moved to  Saylesville,  settling  on  Smithfield  Ave- 
nue, where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in  look- 
ing after  his  extensive  real  estate  interests. 

Mr.  Ballou  owns  a fine  tract  of  too  acres  in 
Foster,  R.  I.,  on  which  is  a pine  grove,  and  a part 
of  this  tract  Air.  Ballou  has  set  aside  for  the  use 
of  consumptives.  He  has  built  a number  of  cabins 
for  their  use,  and  any  afflicted  persons  desiring  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  for  relief  can 
do  so  and  be  welcomed,  everything  being  absolute!}’ 
free.  Air.  Ballou  has  given  largely  of  his  time  and 
money  in  this  charitable  object,  which  is  a truly 
philanthropic  movement. 

In  April,  1861,  Air.  Ballou  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  1st  R.  I.  V.  L,  and  served  three  months,  partici- 
pating in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  was  a 
brave  and  faithful  soldier,  and  always  did  his  full 
dutv  cheerfully  and  well.  In  political  matters,  Air. 
Ballou  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  is  a member  of  Tower  Post,  No. 
17,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  popular  with  his  comrades,  as, 
indeed,  he  is  with  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance. 
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Air.  Ballou  was  married  at  Central  I'alls, 
March  6,  1868,  to  Alar)'  J.  Watson,  born  at  London- 
derry, Ireland.  Airs.  Ballou,  like  her  husband,  is 
kind  and  generous,  and  her  charities  are  many. 
They  have  had  no  children. 

HAZARD.  From  the  earliest  settlement  of 
Rhode  Island,  no  name  has  been  more  conspicuous 
in  its  annals  or  has  reflected  more  honor  upon  the 
Commonwealth  than  that  of  Hazard.  For  genera- 
tion after  generation  men  and  women  of  that  fam- 
ily have  worthily  played  their  parts  in  life,  not  only 
winning  success  in  their  own  private  undertakings 
but  also  taking  prominent  place  among  the  citizens 
to  whom  the  State  looked  for  loyal  and  able  service. 
All  the  branches  of  the  Rhode  Island  family  trace 
their  lineage  from  Thomas  Hazard,  the  first  Amer- 
ican ancestor. 

(I)  Thomas  Hazard,  born  in  1610,  appears 
first  of  record  in  America  in  Boston  in  1635.  He 
was  admitted  a freeman  there  in  1638,  and  two 
years  later,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  first  town  officers  of  Newport, 
along  with  Coddington,  Easton,  Coggeshall,  Bren- 
ton,  the  Clarkes,  Bull  and  Dyer.  Air.  Hazard  was 
made  a freeman  of  Newport  in  1639,  and  in  1640 
was  appointed  a member  of  the  General  Court  of 
Flections.  His  first  wife,  Alartha,  died  in  1669, 
and  he  married  (second)  Alartha,  widow  of 
Thomas  Sheriff.  His  children  were ; Robert,  born 
in  1635,  in  England  or  Ireland;  Elizabeth;  Han- 
nah ; and  Alartha. 

til)  Roliert  Flazard,  born  in  1635,  married 
Alary,  who  was  born  in  1639,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Anne  Brownell,  and  who  lived  to  be  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  She  died  Jan.  28,  1739,  her  obitu- 
ary setting  forth  that  she  was  a very  useful  gentle- 
woman. Their  children  were : Thomas,  born  in 
1660;  George;  Stephen;  Alartha;  Alary;  Robert; 
Jeremiah,  born  Alarch  26,  1675  ; and  Hannah. 

Robert  Hazard  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1665,  and  from  that  time  until 
1698  his  name  often  appears  in  the  Colonial  rec- 
ords as  chosen  to  fill  some  important  position.  In 
1671  he  bought  500  acres  of  land  in  Kings  Town, 
and  in  1687  he  was  taxed  in  that  town ; and  not 
long  thereafter  built  his  house  there.  This  house 
was  still  standing  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  In  1695  he  gave  to  his  son  George  the 
larger  part  of  the  Kings  Town  purchase. 

In  1710,  a short  time  before  his  death,  Robert 
Hazard  sold  to  his  son  Robert,  the  remaining  part 
of  his  farm,  with  "my  manor  house  where  1 now 
live,”  and  the  latter,  in  1718,  gave  it  by  will  to  his 
son,  Robert,  after  his  mother's  death,  making  three 
Roberts  who  had  successively  owned  and  occupied 
the  old  house.  The  last,  upon  the  death  of  his  grand- 
mother in  1739,  sold  to  his  uncle  George  the  re- 
maining part  'of  the  farm ; it  went  next  by  will  in 
1743  to  George’s  son.  Col.  Thomas,  who  in  1748 
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sold  it  to  John  Rose.  In  1695  Robert  Hazard  gave 
to  his  son  Jeremiah  200  acres  of  land  in  Tiverton. 
Robert  Hazard  died  in  1710. 

(HI)  Thomas  Hazard,  born  in  i()6o,  marriccl, 
it  is  supposed,  Susannah  Nichols.  The  land  records 
show  his  name  more  often  than  that  of  any  other 
of  the  old  planters  as  purchaser  of  large  tracts  of 
land  of  the  original  purchasers,  and  at  good  prices. 
Previous  to  1746,  a shipyard,  "Great  Pier”  and 
warehouses,  were  on  the  farm  that  he  gave,  in 
1739>  to  his  son  Jonathan.  'I'liis  farm,  situated  on 
Boston  Neck,  is  now  known  as  the  Governor 
Brown  farm  and  John  J.  Watson  farm.  About 
1746  or  some  time  previous,  Jonathan  Hazard  sold 
to  his  brother  George  one-half  of  the  pier  and  one- 
half  of  the  warehouses  and  shipyard.  Thomas 
Hazard  was  admitted  a freeman  from  Portsmouth 
in  1684;  after  this  date  his  name  appears  only  twice 
in  the  Colonial  records,  viz. : in  1696  as  freeman 
from  Kings  Town,  and  in  1717,  as  appellant  in  a 
law  suit.  He  made  the  first  purchase  of  land  in 
Narragansett  previous  to  1698,  buying  of  Samuel 
Sewell  900  acres  for  700  pounds.  In  1710  he  also 
bought  of  Air.  Sewell  300  acres  for  500  pounds, 
and  other  land.  In  1703  and  in  1708  he  bought  two 
parcels  of  land  from  Benedict  Arnold,  one  contain- 
ing 160  acres  and  the  other  twenty-six  acres.  This 
last  purchase  was  what  is  called  Little  Neck  Farm, 
and  was  afterward  given  to  his  son  George.  In 
1727,  he  bought  of  Samuel  Vial  660  acres  in  Bos- 
ton Neck,  and  in  1738,  800  acres  of  Francis  Brin- 
ley,  adjoining  the  above  purchase.  He  also  pur- 
chased other  lands  in  the  town  until  he  owned 
something  less  than  4,000  acres.  The  greater  part 
of  his  land  he  gave  to  his  sons  before  his  death; 
and  as  each  son  attained  his  majority  he  was  given 
a farm  of  several  hundred  acres.  Air.  Hazard 
died  in  1746  and  his  wife  previously.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Alary,  born  Oct.  3,  1683;  Hannah, 
April  II,  1685;  Sarah,  July  5,  1687;  Robert,  Alay 
23,  1689;  Thomas,  Alay  ii,  1691;  Stephen.  June 
13,  1693;  Jeremiah,  June  5,  1697;  George,  Jan.  18, 
1699;  Benjamin,  Nov.  2,  1702;  and  Jonathan,  (Act. 

I,  1704. 

(IV)  George  Hazard,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Jan.  18,  1699,  married  Nov.  17,  1721,  Alary,  born 
Oct.  16,  1697,  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Alary 
(Sweet)  Place.  His  father,  in  1721,  gave  him  lift) 
acres  of  land,  and  in  1738,  409  acres,  being  what 
is  known  as  the  Thomas  G.  Hazard  and  Thomas 
AT  Potter  farms.  George  gave  by  his  will  209 
acres  on  the  Point  to  his  son.  Enoch  Hazard.  From 
this  George  Hazard  sprang  a long  line  of  honorable 
men  and  women.  He  died  in  1746.  His  children 
were:  Benjamin,  born  May  2,  1723;  Simeon,  Aug. 
8.  1725:  Alary.  Nov.  23.  1727:  George.  April  i(). 
1730;  Susannah,  Dec.  18,  1732;  Enoch,  Dec.  6, 
1735;  and  Tiiomas,  Oct.  ii,  1738. 

(V)  Thomas  Flazard,  son  of  George,  born  Oct. 

II,  1738,  married  Alary,  born  Alay  20,  1743,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth  (Coggeshall)  Easton. 
His  father  gave  to  him  "the  remaining  part  of  my 
homestead  farm  in  Boston  Neck,  in  South  Kings- 
ton. containing  two  hundred  acres,  bounded  east- 
erly on  the  sea."  This  farm  is  now  known  as  the 
Thomas  G.  Hazard  farm,  being  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Thomas  G.  Hazard.  Of  all  the  several 
th.ousand  acres  bought  in  Boston  Neck  by  Thomas 
Hazard,  this  farm  is  the  only  land  that  has  never 
liassed  out  of  the  direct  line  of  inheritance.  This 
line  sliows  the  strongly  marked  characteristics  pe- 
culiar to  the  early  Hazard  family ; one  can  trace 
through  all  the  line  a strong  sense  of  justice,  as 
shown  in  the  equal  distribution  of  property,  and 
the  care  of  the  orphans  of  the  family,  and  can 
jierceive  a pride  of  ancestry  in  many  of  the  descend- 
ants at  the  present  day,  and  an  independence  of 
spirit  that  unwillingly  brooks  opposition,  and  as 
unwillingly  sulimits  to  an  injustice.  Thomas  Hazard’s 
])ublic  life  seems  to  have  been  confined  to  a few 
vears’  service  in  the  General  Assembly.  He  died 
Dec.  27,  1820.  and  Mrs.  Hazard  passed  away  Nov. 

26,  1794.  Their  children  were:  George  Place, 
born  in  1763;  Jonathan  Easton,  in  1764;  Thomas 
G. ; Benjamin,  born  Sept.  9,  1774;  Mary;  Enoch; 
John  Alfred;  and  Ruth. 

(\'T)  Thomas  G.  Hazard  was  a farmer  and 
large  land  holder  at  Newport,  where  he  died  Oct. 

27.  1833-  He  married  Patience  Borden,  of  Eall 
River,  Mass.  Their  children  were:  John  A.,  born 
April  II,  1804,  who  resided  at  Newport;  William, 
( )ct.  30,  1805.  who  died  in  Kingstoiij  R.  I. ; Thomas 
G.,  Nov.  6,  1807,  who  died  in  Newport;  Mary  E., 
April  28,  1810,  who  died  single;  George  Borden, 
Dec.  25,  1813,  who  resided  at  New'port ; Enoch, 
June  22,  1815,  who  w^as  a resident  of  Newport; 
Ruth,  June  30,  1817,  who  married  Luther  P.  Bate- 
man, of  Newport;  Benjamin,  Nov.  15,  1819,  wdio 
died  at  Newport,  and  Isaac. 

(VH)  Isaac  Hazard  was  born  Jan.  31,  1823,  in 
Newqiort,  received  a common  school  education  in  his 
native  city,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  Wdien  he  be- 
came of  age  he  came  into  possession  of  a large  farm, 
wdiich  was  a portion  of  his  share  of  his  father’s  es- 
tate, the  farm  being  located  along  the  Ocean  Drive. 
A few  years  later  IMr.  Hazard  disposed  of  this  prop- 
erty. wdiich  has  since  served  as  site  for  some  of- the 
marble  palaces  occupied  by  Newport  society  people. 
Isaac  Hazard  moved  to  Providence  in  1847 
bought  a considerable  strip  of  the  Olney  farm, 
stretching  from  Smith  street  to  Olneyville.  He  there 
established  a dairy  farm,  built  a large  stable  and  set 
up  a wholesale  milk  business.  Eor  fifty-five  years 
Mr.  Hazard  lived  on  his  farm  on  Academy  avenue, 
making  a feature  of  the  dairy  and  florist  business, 
which  he  conducted  wdth  much  success.  In  1861 
he  bought  a route  of  his  own  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death  he  continued  to  dispose  of  his  milk 
at  retail.  In  1896  the  big  stables  were  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a large  loss.  With 
characteristic  energy  Mr.  Hazard  at  once  pro- 


ceeded to  rebuild  on  a larger  scale,  erecting  a large 
brick  stable,  a modern  stone  dairy  house  and  a 
number  of  other  buildings.  About  this  time  Wil- 
liam ( ).  Weeden  was  taken  into  partnership,  form- 
ing the  Hazard-Weeden  Dairy  Company.  i\lr. 
^Veeden,  however,  remained  in  the  company  but 
a single  year.  After  that  time  Mr.  Hazard's  son, 
William  B.,  became  associated  with  him.  Isaac 
Hazard  became  jiresident  of  the  Hazard-Weeden 
Company  at  its  formation  and  remained  in  that 
capacity  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Hazard  was  a man  of  a retiring  disposition, 
never  seeking  publicity  in  any  manner,  and  being  at 
best  in  his  home,  w'hich  he  loved  wdth  the  ardor  of 
a devoted  and  kindly  father.  His  death  occurred 
Nov.  27,  1902,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  family 
lot  in  Island  cemetery  in  Newport. 

Mr.  Hazard  was  twdee  married,  first  in  Newport 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bosworth,  wdio  died  in  Provi- 
dence, March  8,  1865.  His  second  wife  w'as  Miss 
Penelope  Mann,  whom  he  also  survived.  The 
children,  seven  in  number,  were  all  by  the  first 
marriage.  Of  these,  three  died  in  infancy,  and 
those  that  grew  up  w'ere ; E.  Estelle,  wdio  died 
unmarried  in  1898;  IMaria  E.,  residing  on  the  home 
place  in  Providence;  William  B. ; and  Erank  B. 

(\’HI)  WiLLi.VM  Bordex  Haz.\rd,  born  March 
7,  1855,  at  the  homestead  in  Providence,  received 
his  education  in  Jencks  Mowry’s  private  school, 
wdiich  was  located  on  Academy  avenue.  Providence. 
After  leaving  school  he  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm  for  a few  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery, hay  and  grain  business  wdth  L.  A.  Lockwood 
on  Canal  street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hazard, 
Lockwood  & Co.  Later  in  1878,  he  disposed  of 
the  business,  returning  to  the  farm  for  a time.  In 
company  with  Ephraim  Goff,  he  engaged  in  the 
fiorist  business  on  Erancis  street,  where  they  con- 
tinued for  a time,  until  Mr.  Hazard  purchased  his 
partner's  interest.  Soon  afterward  he  tore  down 
the  buildings  and  removed  the  paraphernalia  to  the 
farm  wdiere  the  greenhouses  were  built  and  busi- 
ness resumed  in  company  wdth  his  father.  As 
before  stated,  fire  destroyed  the  huildings  in  1896, 
but  they  were  rebuilt.  After  his  father’s  death 
William  B.  Hazard  became  sole  owner  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  conducts  wdth  marked  success.  The 
Hazard-Peckham  Certified  Milk  Company  was 
formed  Dec.  i,  1902,  wdth  Abner  E.  Peckham, 
president;  William  B.  Hazard,  vice-president;  and 
Prank  B.  Hazard,  secretary  and  treasurer.  This 
firm  is  successor  to  the  Hazard-Weeden  Dairy 
Company,  and  they  have  a neat,  modern  establish- 
ment, kee])ing  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  cows. 
The  place  is  conducted  on  strictly  sanitary  prin- 
ciples, and  they  have  the  latest  improvements  ne- 
cessary to  up-to-date  dairies.  They  are  the  largest 
retail  milk  dealers  in  New  England,  and  confine 
themselves  entirely  to  the  retail  line. 

Mr.  Hazard  w'as  married  June  6,  1883,  in 

Providence,  to  iMiss  Etna  E.  Ward,  of  Milton,  Ver- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


2307 


mont.  They  have  no  children.  I\lr.  Hazard  is  a 
Republican,  but  takes  no  interest  in  politics  beyond 
the  casting-  of  his  vote.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  a number  of  organizations,  being  a member  of 
the  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  1'.  & A.  i\i.;  of 
Eagle  Lodge,  No.  2,  1.  ().  C).  IC,  in  which  he  has 
been  through  all  the  chairs;  of  Aloshassuck  En- 
campment No.  2;  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  22, 
Knights  of  Pythias ; of  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No. 
14,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen;  and  he  is 
also  a member  of  the  Providence  Central  Club. 

(Vni)  Fk.vnk  Eoswortii  Hazard,  youngest 
son  of  Isaac  Hazard, .was  born  April  27,  1856,  in 
Providence,  and  like  his  brother  completed  his 
education  at  jencks  Alowry’s  school.  For  several 
years  after  leaving  school  he  was  an  assistant  to 
his  father  on  the  farm,  but  his  health  became  poor 
and  he  was  obliged  to  seek  lighter  labor.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  and  with  the 
exception  of  about  one  year,  he  has  been  located  at 
No.  87  Westminster  street,  where  he  carries  on  a 
general  real  estate  business,  deals  in  mortgages, 
lends  money  and  settles  estates.  He  is  a director, 
and  member  of  the  security  committee  of  Roger 
Williams  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  also 
belongs  to  Eagle  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  to 
Aloshassuck  Encampment;  to  Redwood  Lodge,  No. 
35,  A.  F.  .&  A.  AL,  and  to  the  Pomham  Club.  A 
good  Republican  in  his  politics.  Air.  Hazard  was 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1896-97, 
and  for  ten  years  was  a member  of  the  Republican 
City  committee.  He  is  unmarried. 

JOHN  MITCHELL,  who  during  his  lifetime 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  and  dairy- 
men in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  was  a native  of  Ire- 
land, born  in  County  Tyrone,  in  1827,  and  he  came 
to  this  country  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Air.  Alitchell  embarked  on  a sailing  vessel  in 
1843,  after  a voyage  consuming  five  weeks  and 
three  days  landed  in  New  York,  poor  and  friend- 
less, his  only  capital  being  his  native  energy  and 
ambition.  His  first  work  in  this  country  was  on 
the  Harlem  bridge,  after  which  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence by  water,  and  found  employment  with  Pal- 
mer & Andrews,  masons  and  builders.  He  later 
engaged  in  driving  milk  teams,  etc.  In  1857  he 
went  to  what  was  then  Smithfield,  now  the  town 
of  Lincoln,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own 
account,  buying  with  his  savings  a tract  of  100 
acres  of  land  from  Dwight  Hammond,  for  a 
large  part  of  which  he  went  into  debt.  Here  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  a successful  enterprise,  start- 
ing in  the  dairy  business,  later  erecting  a fine  house 
and  barns,  and  engaging  in  general  farming  and 
stockraising.  He  later  purchased  the  John  Smith 
farm  of  fifty  acres,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
successful  agriculturists  and  leading  dairymen  of 
the  town.  He  found  a ready  market  for  his  milk 
in  Pawtucket,  and  his  reputation  was  ever  that  of 
an  honest,  upright  man.  He  also  from  time  to 


time  erected  a large  number  of  tenement  houses  in 
Pawtucket  and  Providence  which  he  rented.  He 
died  June  19,  1903,  and  was  buried  in  the  North 
burying  ground.  Providence.  He  was  a self-made 
man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  was  honored 
and  respected  wherever  known.  Although  he 
was  an  active  Republican  and  took  a great  interest 
m town  matters,  he  was  no  office  seeker.  He  at- 
tended the  Congregational  Church. 

Air.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Jane  Alitchell, 
daughter  of  W illiam,  and  she  died  in  February, 
1891,  being  interred  in  the  North  Burying  ground, 
Providence.  She  was  a good  wife  and  loving 
mother,  and  a faithful  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Alitchell  were 
born:  James,  who  died  aged  twenty-four  years; 
William  J. ; Robert  H.;  Anna  L.,  who  died  young; 
Arabelle  E.,  who  married  Benjamin  A.  Hawkins; 
George  A.,  who  married  Anna  Sweeten;  and 
Charles  E.,  who  died  at  the  ag'e  of  thirty-two  years. 

Since  the  death  of  their  father,  the  three"  sons 
have  carried  on  the  dairy  business  and  operated 
the  150-acre  farm  with  much  success.  They  are 
enterprising,  industrious  business  men,  public- 
spirited  citizens,  and  are  very  popular  in  their 
community. 

JESSE  ALBERT  CARPENTER,  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  a well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Abbott  Run,  in  the  town  of 
Cumberland,  was  born  on  the  Carpenter  homestead, 
Dec.  25,  1850.  The  family  can  be  traced  back 
many  generations.  In  the  following  the  Roman 
numerals  indicate  the  generations,  beginning  with 
the  first  American  ancestor. 

(I)  William  Carpenter,  born  in  1605,  of  Wey- 
mouth and  Rehoboth,  Alassachusetts. 

(H)  William  Carpenter  (2),  son  of  William, 
born  in  England  about  1631  or  1632,  became  a 
farmer  at  Rehoboth,  Alassachusetts. 

(HI)  Noah  Carpenter,  son  of  William  (2), 
was  born  Alarch  28,  1672. 

(IV)  Stephen  Carpenter,  son  of  Noah,  was 
born  July  23,  1706. 

(V)  Asa  Carpenter,  son  of  Stephen,  born  Dec. 
29,  1736,  in  Attleboro,  Alass.,  married  Alarch  13, 
1760,  Abigail,  daughter  of  John  and  Alary 
(Bishop)  Follette.  Asa  Carpenter  was  a farmer 
and  a resident  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  where  he  died 
in  1810.  His  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  Cumberland,  were : Chloe,  born  Jan.  24, 
1761 ; Joseph,  Jan.  16,  1763  ; Levi,  Alarch  25,  1765  ; 
Lois,  Dec.  4,  1767:  Dolly,  Nov.  22  (or  25), 
1769-70;  Abigail,  Nov.  8,  1771;  John,  Jan.  21, 
1774;  George,  June  28,  1776;  Lydia,  June  18,  1778; 
Jesse,  Nov.  9,  1780;  Perez,  March  2,  1785;  Polly, 
June  18,  1786;  and  Sally,  April  15,  1788. 

(VI)  John  Carpenter,  son  of  Asa,  born  Jan. 
21,  1774,  married  March  3,  1805,  Nancy  Bishop, 
born  Dec.  ii,  1780.  Air.  Carpenter  was  a farmer 


2308 


RHODE  ISLAND 


in  Cumberland,  and  died  at  Attleboro,  i\Iay  18, 
1851.  .Mrs.  Carpenter  survived  until  Oct.  20, 
i8()3.  Their  children  were:  Hannah,  born  Dec. 
26,  1805;  Abby,  July  5,  1807;  Namon  Bishop,  Aug. 
4,  1809;  Asa  Toilette,  Aug.  31,  1811;  William 
Henrv,  i\Jav  22,  1814:  and  Lewis  Smith,  Mav  12, 
1817.' 

(\  II)  Lewis  Smith  Carpenter,  son  of  John, 
was  born  May  12,  1817,  at  Attleboro,  Mass.  On 
Nov.  30,  1843,  he  was  married  to  Cynthia  A.  Car- 
gill, of  Cumberland,  born  Feb.  18,  1818.  They 
were  residents  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  where  she  died 
July  21,  1880,  and  he  passed  away  April  28,  1896. 
He  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  at  Adamsdalc,  in 
the  same  house  in  which  he  had  been  born  and  in 
which  he  had  always  lived.  He  was  a farmer,  and 
he  made  something  of  a local  reputation  by  the 
manufacture  of  cider,  “Carpenter’s  cider”  being 
a well-known  beverage  all  over  this  section.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  S.  Carpenter 
were : Nancy,  widow  of  Edward  Hickson,  resides 
in  Cumberland ; Clara,  wife  of  Charles  A.  Bellows, 
resides  on  the  old  homestead ; Emily  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Metcalf,  of  Cumberland;  Jesse  Albert;  and 
Edwin  F.,  operates  the  old  Carpenter  homestead. 

(VIII)  Jesse  Albert  Carpenter,  son  of  Lewis 
Smith,  was  reared  in  his  native  locality.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  subsequently  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  of  Lonsdale.  Fie  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  he  reached  manhood, 
and  then  settled  on  the  homestead  of  his  grand- 
father, David  Cargill,  a valuable  tract  of  forty 
acres  of  land  which  has  remained  in  the  family 
for  over  150  years.  Here  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements, and  has  carried  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  Mr.  Carpenter  also  owns  100 
acres  of  woodland  in  North  Attleboro,  Mass.  In 
his  political  opinions  he  is  a Republican,  has  been 
a member  of  the  town  council,  and  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  school  committee  of  the  Cargill 
district  No.  10,  being  its  chairman.  In  1892  his 
fellow  citizens  elected  him  to  the  State  Legislature, 
and  he  served  through  one  term  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  He  is  a liberal-minded,  enter- 
l)rising  citizen,  and  well  represented  this  intelligent 
community.  F'ratcrnally  he  is  a member  of  Unity 
Lodge.  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Lonsdale ; the  Chapter ; 
the  Council ; Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  K.  T. ; 
and  Palestine  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  Provi- 
dence. He  belongs  also  to  the  Red  Men  at  Valiev 
Falls. 

Air.  Carpenter  was  married  (first)  A])ril  14. 

1881,  to  Dora  Jencks,  who  died  Feb.  24.  1889.  and 
they  had  three  children;  Lester,  born  March  il, 

1882.  who  married  Eflith  A.  Pond,  is  employed  on 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad; 
John,  born  Aug.  18.  1884,  died  Aug.  14,  1890;  and 
William  G.,  born  May  30,  1887,  is  at  home.  Air. 
Carpenter  was  married  (second)  April  17,  1902, 
to  Ida  M.  Lees,  and  they  have  two  children  : Ethel 
Winifred,  born  Sept.  24,  1903;  and  Jesse  Lees, 


born  Sept.  12,  1905.  Air.  and  Airs.  Jesse  A.  Car- 
penter have  many  pleasant  social  connections,  and 
are  noted  for  their  hospitality.  In  his  ancestry 
Air.  Carpenter  can  number  names  which  have 
figured  prominently  both  in  this  State  and  in  Mass- 
achusetts for  many  years  past,  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  fellow  citizens  he  is  a worthy,  representa- 
tive of  the  best  of  them. 

ALPHA  ANGELL  DRAPER,  one  of  Lin- 
coln’s oldest  citizens  and  successful  agriculturists,, 
is  a native  of  the  town,  born  on  the  Angell  Road, 
Smithfield  (now  the  town  of  Lincoln),  March  29,, 
1823,  son  of  Alpha  and  Ruth  (Angell)  Draper. 

Air.  Draper’s  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Lin- 
coln, where  he  attended  the  district  schools,  work- 
ing on  the  farms  of  the  vicinity  at  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents  per  day.  He  later  went  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania oil  fields,  where  he  spent  two  years.  The  fol- 
lowing two  years  were  spent  in  the  employ  of  the 
National  Brick  Company,  of  Barneyville,  R.  1., 
where  he  was  superintendent  of  the  plant.  After 
returning  to  Lincoln  he  settled  down  on  the  Olnev 
Angell  farm,  which  belonged  to  his  grandfather, 
and  here  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his 
own  account,  adding  to  the  property  from  time  to 
time,  some  of  the  tract  being  timberland.  He 
worked  hard  from  the  start,  and  his  success  in  life 
is  due  entirely,  to  his  own  efforts.  He  has  for  some 
years,  in  addition  to  farming,  been  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business,  having  su])plied  milk  in  Providence 
for  over  twenty  years.  Fie  has  also  given  much 
attention  to  road  making,  building  many  fine  roads 
and  streets  in  Lincoln  and  Central  Falls,  and  for 
fifteen  years  filled  the  position  of  highway  commis- 
sioner, and  at  one  tima  he  had  charge  of  the  roads 
from  Lime  Rock  to  the  Pawtucket  line,  which  in- 
cluded V’alley  F'alls  and  Central  FTlls.  Air.  Draper 
is  very  skilled  in  road  building,  being  one  of  the 
foremost  men  in  that  line  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  In  political  belief  his  sentiments  are 
those  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he  has  never 
been  a politician.  Although  in  his  eighty-sixth  year. 
Air.  Draper  is  very  active,  and  is  in  full  possession 
of  all  his  faculties,  and  is  known  far  and  wide  in 
his  community  as  a representative  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

Air.  Drai)er  was  married  July  4,  1845,  Smith- 
field,  to  Lydia  H.  Hawkins,  born  in  Lincoln,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Lucy  (Hopkins)  Hawkins. 
.She  was  born  Sept.  28.  1828,  and  died  Jan.  31. 
1905,  being  buried  in  Alohassuck  cemetery,  Central 
F'alls.  She  was  a faithful  wife  and  loving  mother, 
and  was  noted  for  her  many  deeds  of  charity  and 
kindness.  Three  children  were  born  to  Air.  and 
Airs.  Alpha  A.  Draper,  namely : Lucy  J.,  F'ranklin 
S.  and  Emma  E. 

Lucy  J.  Draper  married  George  H.  Winsor, 
who  died  Dec.  7,  1906.  To  them  were  born  four 
children ; Frank  E.,  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  189T,  is  a civil  engineer  at  White  Plains, 
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N.  \ George  A.,  a civil  engineer  at  South  Fram- 
ingham, Mass.,  married  Caroline  A.  Glen ; William 
H.  is  a traveling  salesman  for  the  National  lliscnit 
Company;  IJarry  1).  is  taking  a course  in  civil  en- 
gineering at  Brown  University. 

hranklin  S.  Draper,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Pawtucket,  married  Freelove  J.  Manton,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Bertha  :\I.,  who  married 
Eugene  E.  Thompson ; Clara  E.,  who  married  J. 
hrank  Davis;  and  Esther  M.,  who  married  Joseph 
W.  Bessette. 

Emma  E.  Draper,  third  child  of  Alpha  A.  and 
Lydia  H.  (Hawkins)  Draper,  married  Crawford 
Jenckes  iManton,  of  Lincoln,  and  they  have  one 
son.  Alpha  Draper  Manton,  who  graduated  from 
the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  in  1901. 
-Mr.  Draper  has  three  great-grandchildren:  Lucy 
B.  and  Edward,  the  children  of  Frank  E.  Winsor, 
who  married  Catherine  H.  Burton;  and  William 
Rowland,  the  son  of  William  H.  Winsor,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Rowland. 

LEPRELEUI  ESIEN,  an  old  resident  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Providence,  who  died 
Jan.  8,  1908,  lived  at  No.  166  Holden  street.  He 
was  a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Thomas  Esten,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, his  lineage  being  traced  through  Buffum,  Judge 
John,  John,  Henry  (2)  and  Henry  to  Thomas, 
who  was  of  record  at  Providence  in  1668,  as  set 
forth  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Leprelett  Esten  was  born  Sept.  17,  1832,  in 
Burrillville,  son  of  Buffum  and  Rachel  (Brown) 
Esten.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  remained  at  home  until  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  assisting  in  -the  management  of  the 
farm.  On  April  9,  1851,  he  began  a three  years’ 
ai)prenticeship  in  tiie  Franklin  Foundry  & Machine 
Company,  at  Providence,  his  wages  for  the  first 
year  being  forty-two  cents  per  day.  After  com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  he  remained  in  the  shop 
until  1856,  when  he  spent  a few  months  on  a farm 
in  Burnllville  and  also  worked  in  another  machine 
shop  ill  Providence.  Subsequently  he  became  a 
partner  in  a grocery  business  on  Atwells  avenue, 
where  he  contymed  for  about  two  years.  With 
the  exceptions  just  noted,  Mr.  Esten’s  term  of 
service  with  the  Eranklin  Eoundry  & Machine 
Company  covered  a period  of  thirty-one  years,  the 
last  twenty-one  years  of  which  he  was  a foreman, 
and  he  terminated  his  connection  with  the  firm  on 
account  of  an  accident  sustained  by  him  which,  for 
a time,  incapacitated  him.  He  continued  his  trade 
to  the  last,  however,  at  times  working  some  of 
the  best  machine  shops  in  Providence. 

Air.  Esten  was  married  in  Slatersville,  R.  I.. 
Sept.  9,  1855,  to  Sarah  Winsor,  born  Aug.  26, 
1834,  in  Providence,  daughter  of  Josei)h  S.  and 
Sarah  ( King)  M'insor,  and  a descendant  in  the 
paternal  line  of  Roger  Williams.  The  children 
j)orn  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Esten  were:  Leprelett  Whip- 


ple, born  July  8,  1856,  connected  with  the  Provi- 
dence City  Eire  Department,  married  Alice  D 
Bradford;  Charles  Bufifum,  born  April  10,  1859, 
died  ()ct.  28,  1863;  Ifforence  Gertrude,  bor-  |une 
2,  1865,  (lied  April  10,  1874;  Walter  Kenyon,  born 
Dec.  22,  1868,  and  now  a resident  of  the  Olneyville 
section  of  I’rovidence,  married  Alice  L.  White- 
head,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Elorence  Gert- 
rude, born  Sept.  12,  1903;  Bertha  Erances,  born 
April  I,  1871,  married  William  E.  Alarshall,  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Alarshall  & Aleier,  designers, 
hub  and  die  cutters.  New  York,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Clinton  Esten  (born  Aug.  18,  1892),  and 
Helen  Estelle  (born  Jan.  6,  1895). 

Leprelett  Esten  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  he  \yas  fraternally  connected  with  North  Star 
Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  and  Alinnehaha  En- 
campment No.  16.  Airs.  Esten  was  a member  of 
the  Park  Street  Eree  Baptist  Church,  and  in  that 
faith  she  died  April  27,  1907,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  In  Alay,  1861,  Air.  Esten  located  at  his 
late  home,  which  at  that  time  was  a i)art  of 
the  town  of  North  Providence.  He  and  his  wife 
were  one  of  the  last  few  couples  residing  there 
that  were  there  forty  years  ago,  and  they  were 
among  the  most  highly  esteemed  people  of  the 
community. 

EREDERICK  PRESCOTT  CHURCH  was 
born  Sept.  21,  1856,  in  Chelsea,  Alass.,  son  of 
Samuel  Throop  Church  (who  was  born  in  Bristol 
in  1823)  and  Clarissa  C.  (Clark)  Church  (daugh- 
ter of  Seth  I).  Clark,  of  Pawtucket,  son  of  Captain 
George  Clark,  of  Bristol,  and  his  wife,  a daughter 
of  Joel  Peck,  of  Barrington). 

Samuel  Throop  Church  was  a ship  carpenter 
by  trade,  and  during  the  Civil  war  was  in  the  em- 
l)loy  of  the  Government  at  Charlestown,  Alass. 
After  the  war,  from  1864-1867,  he  engaged  in 
farming  in  Duxbury,  Alass.  He  was  excessively 
fond  of  the  water,  although  had  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  some  other  line,  drawing,  for  instance, 
for  which  he  had  great  talent,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  made  a notable  success  in  life.  He  died  in 
1867,  leaving  these  children:  Erederick  Pre.scott ; 
Arthur  Throop,  born  Oct.  2,  1859,  I'^es  in  Wor- 
cester, Alass. ; Samuel  T.  died  young ; and  Clara, 
born  in  Eebruary,  1862,  died  in  the  summer  of  the 
same  year. 

Erederick  Pf-escott  Church  was  educated  in 
Barrington  in  the  Prince’s  Hill  high  school,  taking 
three  years  under  Professor  Cady.  He  then  took  a 
course  at  Bryant  & Stratton’s  in  Providence,  fitting 
himself  for  bookkeeping.  After  three  months  he 
went  to  work  for  R.  D.  Horton  & Co.,  manufactur- 
ing jewelers,  in  Providence,  where  he  remained 
seventeen  years,  remaining  until  the  fall  of  1896. 
In  1897  he  remained  at  home,  and  in  the  .sj)ring 
of  1898  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Barrington.  R.  1. 
Air.  Church  is  independent  in  politics  and  ran  on 
an  independent  or  local  ticket.  He  has  been  elected 
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annually  since  1898,  and  since  1899  by  acclamation. 
He  was  the  candidate  for  representative  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  1897  and  1898,  but  was  not 
elected.  He  was  moderator  of  the  town  meeting 
for  three  years,  1893,  '94  and  '95.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  having  joined  that 
church  in  1874,  and  is  an  officer,  having  been  dea- 
con since  1896,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  since  1895.  He  is  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Club.  From  1884  to  1886,  inclusive,  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  Barrington  schools.  He 
belongs  to  the  Royal  Good  Fellows,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  ^\'hat  Cheer  Assembly,  No.  20,  of 
Providence. 

i\Ir.  Church  married  Xov.  14,  1883,  Florence 
N.  Heath,  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  Heath, 
of  Barrington. 

HULL.  The  Rhode  Island  Hull  family,  which 
descends  from  the  Hulls  of  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land, is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  and 
members  of  this  family  have  been  prominent  in 
business,  political  and  military  circles  for  genera- 
tions. In  Charles  E.  Hull,  of  Providence,  a direct 
descendant  of  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America,  and  for  years  a leading  contractor  and 
builder,  is  found  a worthy  representative. 

(I)  Rev.  Joseph  Hull,  the  founder  of  this 
family  in  America,  was  born  in  1594,  the  youngest 
of  four  brothers.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford, 
taking  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1614,  and  in  1621  he 
was  rector  at  Northleigh,  Devonshire,  being  the 
first  minister  at  Weymouth  in  1635.  On  May  6, 
1625,  with  twenty-one  families,  including  his  own, 
he  emigrated  to  Wessagussett,  Massachusetts  Bay. 
He  was  magistrate  at  Hingham  in  1638;  pastor  at 
Barnstable  in  1639;  treasurer  of  Plymouth  Colony 
in  December,  1639;  Pastor  at  Yarmouth  in  1641; 
pastor  at  York,  Maine,  in  1632-3,  and  for  many 
years  appears  to  have  had  the  right  of  visitation  to 
the  Isle  of  Shoals.  In  1662  he  was  minister  at 
Oyster  River,  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  in  this  year  the 
Ouakers  took  possession  of  his  pulpit,  and  being 
too  peaceable  to  argue,  he  retired  to  the  Isle  of 
Shoals,  and  there  died  in  1665.  To  his  first  mar- 
riage the  following  children  were  born:  Johannah, 
Joseph,  Tristram,  Temperance,  Elizabeth,  Griselda 
(all  born  at  Northleigh,  England).  His  second 
wife,  Agnes,  bore  him  children  as  follows : Ben- 
jamin, born  at  Hingham;  and  Naomi  and  Ruth, 
born  at  Barnstable. 

(H)  Captain  Tristram  Hull,  son  of  Rev.  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1624,  was  a ship  owner  and  merchant 
at  Barnstable,  Mass.,  to  which  place  he  removed  in 
1647.  De  was  a member  of  Standish’s  army  in 
1643,  admitted  a freeman  at  Barnstable 

in  1652.  He  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  held 
numerous  town  offices  of  honor,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  committee  to  settle  disputes  with 
the  Indians.  He  was  a deep  sympathizer  with  those 
j^ersecuted,  and  these  sympathies  and  his  ministra- 


tions to  those  afflicted  caused  him  to  be  subjected 
to  mucb  cruel  treatment,  he  being  at  one  time  im- 
prisoned because  of  his  kindness  to  those  of  re- 
ligious belief  differing  from  those  in  control  of 
government.  His  death  occurred  Feb.  22,  1662. 
Captain  Hull  had  by  his  wife,  Blanche,  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Mary,  Sarah,  Sarah  (2),  Jo- 
seph, John  and  Hannah  (who  married  Josieph 
Blish).* 

(HI)  Joseph  Hull,  son  of  Captain  Tristram, 
born  June  16,  1652,  was  a resident  of  Barnstable 
and  later  of  Falmouth  and  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He 
married,  in  1676,  Experience  Harper,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Deborah  (Perry)  Harper.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  liarper  were  among  the  first  of  the  Friends  or 
Quakers.  Joseph  Hull  located  in  South  Kings- 
town, and  became  prominent  as  a minister  in  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  in  public  affairs  of  the 
town.  He  had  two  sons,  Tristram  and  Joseph, 
the  latter  of  whom  located  at  W'esterly. 

(IV)  Tristram  Hull,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
in  1677.  He  resided  in  Kingstown  and  there  died 
in  1718.  On  Dec.  19,  1698,  he  married,  at  the 
Friends  meeting  house,  Elizabeth  Dyer,  and  they 
had  nine  children,  namely : IMary,  Samuel,  Joseph, 
Hannah,  Bathsheba,  Charles,  Stephen,  Elizabeth 
and  Sarah. 

(\')  Hannah  Hull,  fourth  child  of  Tristram, 
was  born  in  1708.  She  married  in  1728,  Abraham 
Tucker,  of  Dartmouth. 

(\B  ) Hannah  Tucker,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Hannah  (Hull)  Tucker,  married  William 
Wood. 

(\TI)  Edith  Wood,  daughter  of  William  and 
Hannah  (Tucker)  Wood,  married  Joseph  Estes. 

( \TH)  Hannah  Estes,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Edith  (Y'ood)  Estes,  married  John  Hull,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  Charles  I'.  Hull,  of  Provi- 
dence. Through  maternal  ancestry  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Hull  is  descended  from  distinguished  men  and 
women,  and  she  was  a cousin  of  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes. 

The  paternal  line  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Hull,  while 
direct  from  the  emigrant.  Rev.  Joseph,  is  diffi- 
cult to  establish  owing  to  the  condition  of  records 
in  Newport  county.  , 

John  Hull,  grandfather  of  Charles  F.  Hull, 
was  born  in  1733,  and  first  resided  at  Newport, 
later  removing  to  Dartmouth,  IMass.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a general  store,  and  where  he  died  in  1807. 
He  was  married  in  1762,  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  by  Rev. 
John  Burt,  to  Sarah  Lindsay,  and  they  had  three 
children,  namely : Peleg,  who  died  at  sea ; Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1769.  and  died  unmarried  in  1844; 
and  Sarah,  born  in  1770,  and  died  in  1830.  Mr. 
Hull  for  his  second  wife  married  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Robert  Carr,  of  Newport.  She  was  born  in 
1756.  and  died  in  1826.  Their  children  were:  John, 
born  April  14,  1786;  Robert  Carr,  May  22,  1787; 
William,  IMay  12,  1789;  IMary,  Jan.  12,  1791  (died 
in  May,  1807)  ; and  Samuel,  June  21,  1793. 
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John  Hull,  the  father  of  Charles  1'.,  was  horn 
April  14,  1786,  was  a sea  cai)tain,  residing  at  Dart- 
mouth, and  was  drowned  at  Baltimore,  Aid.,  Alay 
6,  1830.  He  married  Hannah  Estes,  and  then- 
children  were:  (i)  John,  born  in  1812,  died  Jan. 
8,  1875,  in  I’rovidence,  was  a contractor  and 
builder.  He  married  Lydia  Sherman,  who  died 
June  16,  1895,  the  mother  of  John  Edward,  born 
Sept.  I,  1836,  died  Oct.  13,  1837;  Sarah  and  Eliza- 
beth, twins,  born  Eeb.  10,  1838,  the  former  of 
whom  married  George  W.  Whitaker  of  Providence, 
and  the  latter  married  (first)  Penoni  Latham,  and 
(second)  Albert  Tripp,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Alary,  born  Eeb.  25,  1845,  married  William  Paine; 
John  Alason,  born  June  10,  1846,  a contractor  and 
builder  for  some  years  associated  with  his  brother 
Charles  E.,  married  Emma  Wilkinson,  and  died 
Dec.  8,  1880;  and  Henry  died  in  youth.  (2)  Alary, 
born  Jan.  8,  1814,  married  Edward  Chase,  and 
died  July  21,  1838.  (3)  Eliza,  born  Oct.  14,  1819, 

was  a minister  of  the  Society  of  Eriends,  and  died 
Oct.  5,  1868.  (4)  Hannah,  born  June  24,  1822, 

married  Elihu  Howland,  of  New  Bedford,  Alass., 
and  had  one  child,  Lucy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years.  (5)  Charles  E. 

Charles  E.  Hull  was  born  in  Dartmouth, 
Alass.,  Dec.  27,  1824,  and  there  received  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  district  schools.  He  was  first  em- 
ployed by  an  uncle,  and  later  learned  the  trade  of 
builder  and  carpenter.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  with  little  capital  other  than  his  health, 
strength  and  an  excellent  knowledge  of  his  chosen 
vocation,  he  set  out  for  himself  and  located  at 
Eall  River,  Alass.  His  success  was  somewhat 
better  than  that  of  the  average  young  man  of  his 
expedience,  and  he  continued  at  this  location  some 
years.  Later,  with  his  nephew,  John  Alason  Hull, 
he  established  the  firm  of  C.  F.  & J.  Al.  Hull  and 
engaged  in  a general  contracting  and  building 
business  with  headquarters  in  Providence.  They 
erected  numerous  buildings  in  Eall  River  and  vicin- 
ity, and  were  successful  to  a high  degree,  due  to 
their  care,  diligence,  ability  and  honorable  business 
methods.  They  became  recognized  as  leaders  in 
their  profession,  giving  employment  to  a large 
number  of  capable  mecbanics.  Among  the  notable 
structures  and  plants  of  their  erection  may  be 
mentioned:  the  Borden  Block  at  Eall  River;  large 
mills  at  New  Bedford,  Eall  River  and  various 
points  in  New  Hampshire  and  Alaine ; the  Equit- 
able Building;  Church  of  the  Alediator ; Union 
Congregational  Church  and  Church  of  the  Re- 
deemer. and  they  successfully  undertook  many 
other  large  erecting  contracts.  Air.  Charles  F. 
Hull  gave  his  special  attention  to  the  building  of 
churches,  many  of  which  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  ability.  However,  while  engaged  in  superin- 
tending tile  building  of  Wilson  Hall  in  Providence, 
his  health,  never  robust,  failed  to  such  a degree 
as  to  occasion  his  complete  retirement,  and  for 
some  years  he  has  divided  his  time  between  his 


summer  home  on  Narragansett  Bay  and  his  resi- 
dence in  Providence. 

Air.  Hull  has  been  a Republican  in  party 
preferment  and  at  one  time  manifested  mucli  in- 
terest in  aft'airs  political.  He  was  never  an  office 
seeker,  although  he  represented  the  h'irst  ward 
of  Providence  in  the  city  council  for  three  years. 
He  comes  from  Quaker  stock  and  was  reared 
strictly  in  that  belief,  but  has  for  many  years  been 
a member  of  the  AJathewson  street  Alethodist 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee.  Air.  Hull  is  a 
gentleman  deserving  the  esteem  and  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held.  He  is  much  interested  in  the 
growth  and  progress  of  his  city  and  State,  and  is 
ever  ready  to  assist  and  advance  any  worthy  pro- 
ject tending  toward  the  good  of  the  present  or 
future  generations. 

Air.  Hull  was  married  (first)  to  Caroline 
Bumpas,  born  Alay  26,  1830,  who  died  May  12, 
1861.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were: 
Charles  B.,  born  Sept.  19,  1853,  and  died  Aug.  22, 
1857;  ^ son  and  a daughter  that  died  in  in- 

fancy. Air.  Hull  married  (second)  April  8,  1863, 
Maria  L.  Palmer,  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  born  Aug. 
26,  1832.  They  had  two  children:  (i)  Frederick 
Henry,  born  Jan.  16,  1864,  married  Aliss  Esther  A. 
AA’ilkinson,  born  Aug.  12,  1864,  daughter  of 

George  and  Harriet  Wilkinson.  They  have  chil- 
dren: Faith  W.,  born  Oct.  9,  1890;  Dorothy  i’., 
born  Oct.  10,  1893;  Elliott  B.,  born  Jan.  31,  1899; 
Constance  Holmes,  born  Jan.  25,  1901  ; and  Amey, 
born  Dec.  4,  1903.  (2)  Clara  Ai.,  born  Jan.  24, 

1868,  died  Eeb.  13,  1869. 

LUTHER  COLE,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  is  a de- 
scendant in  the  ninth  generation  from  (1)  James 
Cole,  Plymouth,  Alass.  The  early  history  and  in- 
teresting facts  concerning  the  earlier  generations 
are  given  elsewhere. 

(II)  Hugh  Cole,  son  of  James,  was  three  times 
married,  and  John,  the  ne.xt  in  the  line  we  are  trac- 
ing, tvas  the  third  child  by  his  first  wife.  Alary 
Fox  we  11. 

(HI)  John  Cole,  born  in  1660,  married  Sus- 
annah. 

(IV)  John  Cole  (2),  born  in  1695,  married 
Abigail  Butts. 

(V)  William  Cole,  born  in  1719,  married  Eliz- 
abeth Luther,  born  in  1724. 

(\T)  Luther  Cole,  born  in  1743,  married  Eliz- 
abeth Cole. 

(VH)  Luther  Cole  (2),  born  in  1776,  married 
July  28,  1799,  Betsey  Coy. 

(VHl)  Luther  Cole  (3),  born  in  1807,  married 
Elizabeth  Reynolds  Bradford,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Reynolds)  Bradford  (the  latter  born 
Nov.  5,  1784)  whose  children  were:  Samuel, 
born  in  1807,  died  in  1827;  William  G..  born  in 
1809,  died  in  1899:  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  2,  i8ri, 
died  Alarch  18,  1894;  Ann  P..  born  in  1814.  died 
in  1850;  Phebe  R..  born  in  1822.  The  children  of 
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Lullicr  and  Elizabeth  (Bradford)  Cole  were:  ]\lary 
Emily,  born  June  31,  1832,  died  in  1844;  Samuel 
Ilrad'ford,  born  Oet.  11,  1833,  died  in  1873;  Wil- 
liam Bradford,  born  Sept.  14,  1836,  died  Sept.  2, 
1865  ; Luther  was  born  IMarch  13,  1839;  Henry 
Jarvis,  born  June  21,  1841,  died  June  25,  1862,  be- 
fore Ricbmond,  Va.. ; George  Gilbert,  born  April 
5,  1843;  Charles  Russell,  born  July  8,  1845, 
March  15,  1867;  Ellen  Frances,  was  born  June  24, 
1847;  Annie  Emily,  born  Oct.  5,  1849,  married 
George  E.  Peck. 

OX)  Euther  Cole,  born  March  13,  1839,  mar- 
ried Dec.  22,  1863,  Alice  H.  Cole,  a daughter  of 
.Vlvan  and  Lydia  P>.  (Hoar)  Cole,  and  a descend- 
ant in  the  seventh  generation  from  (I)  James  Cole, 
of  I’lymouth,  IMass.,  through  (11)  Hugh  Cole; 
(111)  Ebenezer  Cole;  (I\')  Ebenezer  Cole,  Jr., 
who  married  (first)  in  1715,  Patience  IMiller ; (\') 
Benjamin  Cole,  born  in  1759,  who  married  (sec- 
ond) Patience  Cole;  and  (\  I)  Alvan  Cole. 
Patience  Cole,  the  paternal  grandmother  of 
Airs.  Luther  Cole,  traces  her  lineage  back  to  (I) 
James  Cole,  of  Plymouth,  Alass.,  through  (\d) 
Allen,  born  in  1745,  who  married  Patience  Hill; 
(\')  David,  born  in  1723,  who  married  Anna  Child  ; 
(1\')  Hugh,  born  in  1683,  who  married  Martha 
Euther;  (HI)  Hugh,  born  in  1658.  who  mar- 
ried Deborah  Buckland ; and  (11)  Hugh,  son  of 
James. 

Euther  Cole  was  born  in  what  was  then  Bristol, 
but  which  has  now  become  a part  of  M'arren.  in 
the  old  Cole  homestead,  on  Alain  street.  Here  in 
the  neighborhood  he  received  his  schooling.  W'hen 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea  and  remained 
about  tliree  years,  during  a portion  of  which  time 
the  American  vessel  on  which  he  shipped  was 
engaged  as  a transport  by  the  French  government, 
which  was  then  involved  in  the  Crimean  war.  He 
saw  the  bomhardment  and  fall  of  Sevastopol,  and 
with  others  visited  the  city  soon  after  it  was  taken. 
He  returned  home,  and  in  1858,  went  to  California, 
where  he  spent  two  and  one-half  years,  coming 
back  by  way  of  the  Horn  in  January,  18O1.  lu 
1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Lnion  army  in  the  9th  R.  I. 
A'.  1.  for  three  months  service ; he  was  mustered 
out  as  orderly  sergeant  Sept.  2,  1862.  The  same 
fall  he  enlisted  under  another  call  in  the  12th  R.  I. 
A'.  E,  for  nine  months  service,  going  into  the  regi- 
ment as  orderly  sergeant,  and  coming  out  as  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  E,  his  commission  dating 
from  April  29,  18C3.  After  the  war  Air.  Cole  en- 
gaged in  the  merchant  tailoring  husiness  in  AA’ar- 
ren  for  six  years.  On  July  12,  1870,  he  became 
the  bookkeeper  for  the  Cutler  Alanufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  AA'arren,  and  has  continued  in  this  po- 
sition ever  since,  the  long  period  of  thirty-eight 
vears.  He  was  a director  of  the  National  AA'arren 
Bank  from  1873  until  its  liciuidation.  and  also  oc- 
cupied the  ])osition  of  vice-president  of  that  in- 
stitution some  years.  He  is  one  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  AA’arren  Branch,  Industrial  Trust 


Company.  Air.  Cole  was  moderator  of  the  town 
meeting  for  twenty-nine  years ; was  on  the  school 
committee  for  twelve  years ; was  one  of  the  en- 
gineers of  the  fire  department  for  twelve  years ; 
and  a member  of  tbe  town  council  for  six  years. 
He  has  always  been  a strong  Republican  in  bis 
political  views,  and  has  been  influential  among  his 
fellow  citizens  as  an  active  i)arty  man,  and  as  an 
active  worker  in  municipal  affairs,  apart  from  such 
connection.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  AVash- 
ington  Lodge  No.  3,  A.  F.  & x\.  AI.  He  was  elected 
]>resident  of  the  12th  R.  I.  Regimental  Association, 
at  the  Annual  meeting  held  at  Crescent  Park  Aug. 
2,  1904. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Cole  have  two  daughters,  Alice 
Bradford  and  Louise  Jarvis. 

HENRY  LAURISTON  HOLAIES  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  re- 
spected citizens  of  his  native  city  of  Providenc*'. 
During  the  long  period  of  his  occupancy  of  the  of- 
fice of  registrar  of  transfers  he  came  in  contact  with 
men  in  all  walks  of  life,  and  none  knew  him  but  to 
regard  him  most  highly.  He  was  born  Sept.  26. 
1846,  son  of  Horatio  Holmes,  of  Kingstown,  and 
was  reared  in  this  city,  where  his  whole  life  was 
l)assed.  He  received  an  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  was  considered  an  excellent  student. 
His  father  was  a manufacturer  of  boxes  and  for 
some  time  in  early  manhood  the  son  was  thus 
employed,  but  later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
clothing  business,  and  afterward  for  a time  cn- 
gagefl  in  the  manufacture  of  boxes  on  his  own  ac- 
count. Not  finding  either  a manufacturing  or  a 
mercantile  career  entirely  congenial,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  other  lines,  and  soon  became  connected 
with  the  city  as  registrar  of  transfers,  where  his 
unusual  ability  was  soon  recognized,  and  he  was 
continued  in  office  many  years,  regardless  of  many 
changes  in  administration.  He  served  faithfully 
and  well,  and  though  he  might,  perhaps,  in  other 
lines  have  found  greater  pecuniarv  reward,  he  was 
content  that  he  fill  his  part  and  perform  his  duties 
in  that  office,  leaving  a name  untarnished.  He 
was  a Republican  in  principle.  His  death  occurred 
Oct.  10,  190T,  and  he  was  buried  at  Swan  Point 
cemetery.  I'rom  his  early  childhood  Air.  Holmes 
had  been  connected  with  the  First  Universalist 
C'hurch.  of  Providence. 

On  June  19,  1873,  Air.  Holmes  married  Anna 
Frances  Nichols,  daughter  of  Christopher  Rhodes 
and  Ann  (Griffiths)  Nichols.  Airs.  Holmes  is  a 
lady  of  much  refinement  and  social  prominence,  and 
she  is  active  in  the  Prescott  Chih,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  exclusive  social  organizations  of  the  city. 
She  is  greatly  interested  in  historical  matters,  and 
is  the  possessor  of  many  anticpie  articles  of  rare 
value.  Air.  and  Airs.  Holmes  had  one  son,  Louis 
Rhodes,  who  was  graduated  at  Brown  Lhiiversity 
in  the  class  of  1899,  and  early  prepared  for  a class- 
ical career,  fitting  himself  for  and  obtaining  a cer- 
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tificale  as  instructor  in  Greek  and  Latin,  hut  who 
was  induced  to  adopt  another  calling,  and  is  now 
a teller  in  the  banking  department  of  the  Lnion 
Trust  Company,  of  Providence. 

HOLDEN  (Providence  family).  The  Holdens 
of  Rhode  Island  belonging  to  the  old  stock— the 
posterity  of  Capt.  Randall  Holden  of  Warwick— 
have  been  a continuous  family  here  since  the  year 
])revious  to  the  signing  of  the  Portsmouth  Com- 
pact, in  1638,  and  they  have,  too,  been  one  of  the 
substantial  families,  especially  conspicuous  in  the 
earlier  Colonial  period  in  their  home  town  of  War- 
wick, where  two  of  the  same  Christian  name, 
Randall,  father  and  son,  were  through  a long  term 
of  years  assistant  and  deputy,  and  the  father  also 
commissioner.  Through  the  Revolution  the  fam- 
ily was  officially  represented  in  governmental 
affairs  in  Colony  as  in  actual  service  in  the  war, 
Hon.  Charles  Holden,  a member  of  the  Colonial 
Assembly  in  1776  and  of  the  Hartford  Convention 
of  1779,  being  especially  prominent.  Then  of 
later  generations  here  in  Providence  and  North 
Providence  have  figured  in  turn  the  late  Hon. 
Cliristopher  Holden,  long  prominently  identified 
with  the  great  manufacturing  industries  of  the 
Spragues,  repeatedly  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  for  twenty  and  more  years  sheriff' 
of  Providence  county  ; and  his  son  and  namesake, 
the  present  Christopher  L.  Holden,  of  Providence, 
at  this  time  (1906)  a member,  as  he  has  been  for 
a number  of  years,  from  the  city  of  the  State  As- 
sembly, who  have  worthily  sustained  the  family 
reputation. 

This  Providence  family  of  Holden  just  alluded 
to  springs  from  the  old  \\Trwick  stock,  the  pro- 
genitor of  which,  Capt.  Randall  Holden,  born  in 
1612,  was  of  Salisbury,  Wiltshire,  England,  and 
came  to  New  England,  appearing  first  of  record  at 
Providence  in  1637  as  one  of  the  witnesses  with 
Roger  Williams  to  a deed.  He  was  one  of  the 
nineteen  signers  of  the  Portsmouth  Compact,  in 
1638,  and  that  same  year  was  marshal  and  corporal. 
He  was  one  of  the  eleven  purchasers  of  what  was 
later  called  Warwick,  in  1643,  same  year 

he  was  charged  with  heresy  and  imprisoned  at 
Salem.  Later  he  was  released  from  prison,  but 
was  banished  from  both  Massachusetts  and  War- 
wick. He  went  to  England  in  that  same  year, 
1644,  returned  in  1646  vindicated,  and  soon  became 
one  of  the  leading  public  men  of  the  town  of  War- 
wick, serving  some  ten  terms  as  assistant,  nine  as 
commissioner  and  ten  as  deputy.  His  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1648,  was  Frances  Dungan,  to 
whom  were  born  ten  children.  The  name  has  been 
])erpetuated  through  their  sons  Randall  and 
Charles,  both  of  whom  married  and  were  residents 
of  M’arwick,  R.  I.  Randall  was  many  times  deputy 
between  1696  and  1721  ; was  assistant  (with  the 
exception  of  one  year ) from  1705  to  1725 ; and 
was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  17 14-15. 


His  brother  Charles  was  twice  deputy.  Through 
one  of  these  sons  of  the  settler  sprang  the  Provi- 
dence family  with  which  this  article  deals. 

Stephen  Holden  was  born  July  7,  1792,  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  where  he  resided  and  conducted 
a hotel  or  tavern.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was 
a teamster,  and  conveyed  specie  from  Providence 
to  New  York  during  a time  when  the  I’.ritish  con- 
trolled the  Sound.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
he  was  located  at  Phenix,  R.  I.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a store  and  boarding-house.  Mr.  Holden 
manifested  great  interest  in  matters  of  public  im- 
port, and  was  a Democrat  in  political  opinion.  He 
married  Robie  Collins,  who  was  born  Jan.  6,  1794, 
and  died  June  i,  1834.  Their  children  were  a.'^ 
follows:  Christopher,  born  April  22,  1815,  who 
died  March  6,  1888;  Pauline,  born  *Mav  26,  1816, 
who  died  Oct.  26,  1825;  Mary,  born  March  5,  1818, 
who  died  Nov.  30,  1836;  Alfred  C.,  born  Dec.  18, 
1821,  who  died  (May  18,  1825  ; Sylvester,  born  Oct. 
14.  1823;  William  Lafayette,  born  Oct.  5,  1825, 
who  died  Aug.  26,  1826 ; William  Plenrv,  born 
Aug.  26,  1827;  Patience  Elizabeth,  born  jam  14, 
1830;  and  Cornelius  S.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Cheistophek  Holden,  son  of  Stephen  and' Robie 
(Collins)  Holden,  was  born  April  22,  1815,  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  where  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  neighborhood.  While  in  his 
teens  he  was  for  a time  a clerk  in  a grocery  store 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  but  thereafter  returned 
to  his  native  town.  lie  began  employment  there 
in  1835  for  the  firm  of  A.  & \\h  Sprague,  by  whom 
his  services  soon  became  so  valued  that  he  was 
made  chief  buyer,  excepting  for  cotton,  for  their 
stores  and  mills.  IMr.  Holden  resided  at  Natick 
and  continued  in  this  responsible  work  until  1853. 
In  that  year  he  removed  to  the  town  of  North 
Providence  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  mer- 
chandising, keeping  a general  country  storC'  at  the 
village  of  Manton.  This  business  he  carried  on 
for  eleven  years,  giving  it  up  to  accept  the  position 
of  sheriff  of  Providence  county,  a relation  he  sus- 
tained to  the  county  until  the  legislative  vear 
1888. 

The  official  and  political  life*of  i\fr.  Holden  was 
a prolonged  one.  He  was  elected  a representative 
to  the  State  Legislature  from  Warwick  for  1852- 
53.  Nearly  ten  years  later,  in  i860,  he  was  elected 
representative  from  the  town  of  North  Providence, 
and  for  the  next  two  years  he  was  honored  with  re- 
election.  At  the  outset  of  the  Civil  war  he  took  a 
special  interest  in  recruiting  volunteer  companies, 
and  ere  long  his  work  led  the  provost  marshal, 
(Mr.  William  E.  Hamlin,  to  make  him  assistant 
marshal.  Mr.  Holden  won  great  credit  for  his 
very  efficient  work,  and  in  apjireciation  of  it  in 
1864  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Providence  county 
over  the  sheriff  of  the  preceding  year,  Mr.  Edward 
G.  Burrows.  It  was  because  party  lines  were  not 
drawn  at  that  time  that  these  two  good  Republicans 
happened  to  be  rivals.  The  only  thing  now  recalled 
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to  cause  the  rivalry  was  the  support  and  opposition 
of  the  Sprag'ue  interests.  i\lr.  Holden  was  a 
Sprague  man.  In  1865  Hr.  Burrows  again  op- 
posed Hr.  Holden,  and  succeeded  in  defeating  him, 
but  in  1866  i\Ir.  Holden  won  back  the  prize.  From 
that  time  until  1887,  an  unbroken  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  Sheriff  Holden  was  annually  re-elected, 
usually  without  any  opposition.  He  was  a promi- 
lU'nt  Hason. 

Christopher  Holden  was  married  to  Susan  G. 
Burlingame  ,of  North  Kingstown,  and  to  the  union 
came  children  as  follows  : ( i ) Christopher  Anthony 
died  in  infancy.  (2)  Alfred  married  Elenor 
iMedbury,  and  their  three  children  are:  Grace, 
of  Chicago;  Susan  B.,  iMrs.  John  Bradbury, 
of  Evanston,  111. ; and  Alfred  G.,  of  Providence. 
(3)  Christopher  E-  (4)  Georgianna  is  the  widow 
of  John  Sessions,  who  died  in  1873.  They  had 
two  children  : One  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed, 
and  Alabel,  now  the  wife  of  Robinson  H.  Place, 
of  Providence.  ( 5)  Hary  E.  is  a resident  of  Provi- 
dence. The  father  of  this  family  died  at  his  home 
on  Hanton  avenue,  Providence,  R.  I.,  iMarch  6, 
1888,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age. 

ALBERT  WHIPPLE,  who  during  his  life  was 
a well  known  citizen  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  in  which 
town  he  was  engaged  in  farming  at  the  Chapel 
Eour  Corners,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  son  of 
Simon  and  Jemima  (Hiller)  Whipple. 

Hr.  Whipple  was  born  near  what  is  now  the 
village  of  Lonsdale,  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
becoming  engaged  in  general  farming.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  at  the  Chapel  Eour  Corners, 
where  he  purchased  a tract  of  land,  the  farm  owned 
by  Olney  Cook,  and  by  hard  work  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  his  interests  made  a success  of  his  under- 
taking. At  the  time  of  his  death,  Nov.  23,  1898, 
i\Ir.  Whipple  was  the  owner  of  much  real  estate 
property  in  Lonsdale.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Arnolds  Hills  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  a Re- 
publican, but  was  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  office 
seeker.  Hr.  H'hipple  was  married  Oct.  17,  1844,  in 
Cumberland,  to  Rizpah  Jcncks  Clark,  born  in  Cum- 
berland, daughter  or  Ambrose  and  Sarah  (Water- 
man) Clark,  and  granddaughter  of  James  Water- 
man. i\Irs.  Whipple  is  still  living  on  the  home- 
stead, and  although  she  has  jrassed  the  four-score 
mark  is  still  very  active  and  in  possession  of  all 
of  her  faculties. 

Hrs.  Whipple  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Cumberland.  The 
first  of  the  Clark  name  in  this  town  was  Samuel 
Clark.  His  first  wife’s  name  was  Rachel  and  his 
second,  Elizabeth.  His  children  were:  Nicholas, 
born  Aug.  5,  1744;  Samuel,  Aug.  25,  1746,  died 
in  1747:  Rachel.  July  17,  1747;  Aaron,  April  5, 
1750;  Stephen,  i\iay  12,  1751;  Elizabeth,  April 
30,  1753;  William,  Feb.  8,  1755:  Hdrtha,  April 
14.  1756;  Silas,  Feb.  14,  1758;  Barney,  Dec.  9, 
1761  : Lovina,  Aug.  14,  1763;  Eddy,  June  19,  1763; 


Wheaton,  April  22,  1767;  Dexter,  Eeb.  17,  1769; 
Jabez,  iMarch  12,  1771 ; Hannah,  iMay  22,  1774. 
The  father  died  in  1817. 

Dexter  Clark,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Eeb.  17, 
1769.  He  made  his  home  in  Cumberland,  where 
he  married  Anna  Sayles,  and  their  children  were : 
Amanda,  born  Eeb.  10,  1793,  married  John  Hilton 
Smith;  Rizpah,  born  June  27,  1794;  Ambrose, 
July  26,  1796;  Betsey,  ,Harch  26,  1801;  Sally 
Whipple,  June  30,  1803;  Samuel  Dexter,  July  21, 
1806;  Polly  C.,  Dec.  20,  1808;  Otis  Hason,  iNIarch 
26,  1811  ; and  John  Eoster,  July  27,  1813. 

Ambrose  Clark,  father  of  Airs.  Whipple,  was 
born  July  26,  1796,  and  was  engaged  in  general 
farming  all  of  his  life  in  the  town  of  Cumberland, 
where  he  died,  being  buried  at  Arnolds  Hills  ceme- 
tery. He  owned  an  eighty-acre  farm  known  as  the 
Eenner  Haskill  farm,  in  the  region  of  Little  Pond 
country,  near  the  Chapel  Eour  Corners.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  later  becoming  a Republican.  Air. 
Clark  married  in  Cumberland,  Sarah  Waterman, 
daughter  of  James  and  Freelove  (Whipple) 
W'aterman,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born:  (i) 
Rizpah  Jencks  is  the  widow  of  Albert  Whipple.  (2) 
Laura  died  young.  (3)  Louise  Amanda  married 
Samuel  Fayles,  of  Attleboro.  (4)  Henry  W.  was 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  Diamond  Hill  Road 
near  Chapel  Eour  Corners;  he  married  (first) 
Susan  Cory,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Laura  W. 
(who  died  in  childhood),  and  (second)  Elsie  Car- 
penter, daughter  of  Levi,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  Rhoda  (who  died  in  childhood),  and  (third) 
Alaria  Aliller  (deceased),  daughter  of  Alaxie,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children — Arthur,  Everett  (who 
married  Susan  Crowker),  Owen,  Wilbur,  Eugene 
and  Ered.  The  father  of  these  died  Nov.  8,  1906. 

ELIHU  GORTON,  who  after  an  active  and 
busy  life,  died  Jan.  27,  1907.  was  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  honorable  of  the 
ancient  families  of  Rhode  Island,  and  if  he  did  not, 
for  lack  of  opportunity,  accomplish  what  the  world 
calls  great  things,  he  did  by  his  straightforward 
and  useful  life  add  glory  and  honor  to  his  name  and 
race  and  live  to  be  a credit  to  his  day  and  genera- 
tion. One  of  the  most  potent  forces  evident  in 
the  history  of  mankind  is  the  desire  that  a record 
of  our  lives,  as  we  have  lived  them,  be  handed 
down  to  posterity.  Degrees  of  success  or  great- 
ness cannot  be  measured  by  accomplishments  alone, 
but  by  the  opportunities  which  have  been  improved 
or  wasted,  and  many  a life  unnoticed  may  rival  in 
true  greatness  the  achievements  of  the  most 
famous.  The  record  here  presented  is  of  one  who 
did  his  duty  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  term.  He 
w'as  descended  from  Samuell  Gorton,  who  was  a 
great  factor  in  the  early  history  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  who  is  extensively  mentioned  elsewhere.  His 
line  was  as  follows:  (I)  Samuell.  (H)  Samuell, 
(HI)  Samuel,  (IVA  Benjamin,  (V)  Joseph,  (\T) 
Benjamin,  (VH)  Elihu  Gorton. 
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(\’I)  Benjamin  Gorton  was  a native  of  the 
village  of  Washington,  in  the  town  of  Coventry, 
K.  1.,  where  he  engaged  in  fanning  and  was  a valu- 
able and  respected  citizen.  He  married  Hannah 
Reynolds,  and  they  reared  the  following  named 
children : Albert,  Samuel,  Potter,  Elihu,  i’hebe 
(who  married  Ezra  Green)  and  Reynolds. 

(VII)  Elihu  Gorton  was  born  March  6,  1833, 
in  Coventry,  at  the  home  farm  near  Maplewood. 
His  parents  had  only  limited  means,  and  with  little 
or  no  advantages  for  education  he  was  early 
obliged  to  assume  life's  burdens.  Eor  some  time 
during  his  boyhood  he  worked  in  the  mills  of  his 
native  community,  and  when  about  fifteen  he  did 
what  many  another  youth  of  the  day  was  inspired 
to  do — tried  the  sea  as  a road  to  fortune.  He  first 
sailed  in  the  "Bontage,”  from  Warren,  on  a whal- 
ing expedition  in  the  Arctic  ocean,  but  after  two 
and  a half  years  of  that  life  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn home  because  of  ill  health.  Upon  his  recovery 
he  again  sailed,  in  the  “Sarah,”  for  a cruise  in  the 
Arctic  sea,  this  voyage  consuming  three  years  and 
seven  months.  Altogether  he  followed  a seafar- 
ing life  for  ten  years,  after  much  travel  returning 
to  his  native  shores.  Eor  a time  he  was  employed 
at  the  Budlong  estate,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  service,  first 
in  Company  G,  nth  R.  I.  V.  L,  and  afterward  in 
Company  E,  7th  R.  I.  V.  I.,  being  transferred  to 
Company  D of  that  regiment.  He  was  mustered 
out  July  13,  1865.  The  record  of  the  7th  is  one  of 
gallant  deeds,  and  some  of  the  more  important 
battles  in  which  it  bore  a meritorious  part  are 
Fredericksburg,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon 
Railroad,  Poplar  Spring  Church  and  Hatcher's 
Run. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  iMr.  Gorton 
found  employment  with  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railway  Company,  in  the  repair 
department,  and  remained  with  that  company 
seventeen  years,  during  which  time  he  maintained 
a creditable  record  as  an  efficient  worker.  Then  he 
accepted  a position  with  the  W . A.  Harris  Foundry 
Company,  with  which  concern  he  remained  four- 
teen years.  For  a number  of  years  before  his 
death  ]\Ir.  Gorton  was  afflicted  with  ill  health  as 
the  result  of  exposure  and  hardship  in  his  army 
service  and  his  years  of  arduous  work  which  fol- 
lowed. He  died  Jan.  27,  1907,  and  was  buried  in 
Knotty  Oak  cemetery  at  Anthony,  Rhode  Island. 

\lr.  Gorton’s  first  marriage  was  to  Susan 
IMaria  Corp,  who  died  several  years  later.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Nellie  S.  Pomroy.  daughter 
of  Elijah  Pomrov,  who  was  a member  of  the  8th 
Rhode  Island  Battery  and  gave  his  life  to  the 
Union  cause,  being  killed  in  battle  Sept.  12,  1862. 
No  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Gorton. 
Their  home  on  Parade  street  Mr.  Gorton  built  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  it  is  still  ably  pre- 
sided over  bv  his  widow,  who  tenderly  ministered 


to  his  wants  and  comfort  in  the  years  of  his  ill 
health.  He  was  a member  of  the  Advent  Christian 
Church  of  Providence,  and  there  Mrs.  Gorton  also 
attends. 

Air.  Gorton  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  affiliated  with 
Alanchester  Lodge.  His  life  was  clean  and  honor- 
able, just  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  and 
a worthy  example  of  the  career  of  one  who  had 
been  self-made  by  industry  and  progressiveness. 
When  his  race  was  run  it  was  recorded  as  that  of 
plain,  honest  and  unpretentious  Elihu  Gorton. 

WILLIAAI  HERBERT  ALDRICH  (de- 
ceased), who  during  his  life  was  one  of  the  leading 
bankers  of  Woonsocket,  and  a man  whose  voice 
carried  special  weight  on  all  (juestions  affecting  the 
town's  welfare,  was  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  New  England,  and  inheritea 
many  of  those  sterling  traits  of  character  which 
characterized  the  early  settlers  of  that  region. 

(I)  George  Aldrich,  of  Derbyshire,  England, 
came  to  America  in  1631.  After  his  arrival  he 
was  at  Dorchester,  Boston,  Braintree  and  Alendon, 
Alass.,  respectively.  He  was  made  a freeman  at 
Dorchester,  in  1636,  was  granted  land  at  Boston  in 
1640,  and  he  was  at  Braintree  in  1644-1663.  In 
the  named  year  he  was  among  the  first  named  set- 
tlers of  Alendon,  Alass.,  and  there  lived  the  rest  of 
his  life,  excepting  a year  or  two  at  Swansea,  and  a 
brief  stay  at  Braintree.  Air.  Aldrich  married.  Sept. 
3,  1629,  Catherine  Seald,  and  their  children  were: 
Abel,  Joseph,  Alary,  Aliriam,  Experience,  John, 
Sarah,  Peter,  Alercy,  Jacob  and  Alartha. 

(II)  Jacob  Aldrich,  son  of  George,  born  Feb. 
28,  1652,  married  Nov.  3,  1675,  Huldah,  born  June 
16,  1657,  daughter  of  Ferdinando  and  Huldah 
(Hayward)  Thayer.  Air.  Aldrich  lived  at  Brain- 
tree and  Alendon,  Alass.  He  was  born  at  Braintree 
and  accompanied  his  father  to  Alendon,  Alass., 
on  the  latter's  removal  to  that  place.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  called  husbandman.  He  was 
assessor  in  1694.  During  King  Philip's  war,  in 
1676,  many  of  the  Alendon  settlers  left  there  tem- 
porarily, among  them  Jacob  Aldrich,  who  went 
back  to  Braintree,  where  his  son  Jacob  was  born, 
but  he  returned  to 'Alendon  on  the  restoration  of 
peace.  He  died  Oct.  22,  1695.  His  other  children 
were:  Abel,  Seth,  Fluldah,  Rachel,  Sarah,  David, 
Peter,  John,  Aloses,  Alercy  and  Rachel. 

(III)  Aloses  Aldrich,  son  of  Jacob,  born  April 
I,  1690,  married  April  23,  1711,  Hannah,  born  Dec. 
9,  1691,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  W hite-.  am) 
their  children  were:  Abigail,  Alary.  George,  Alercy, 
Robert,  Lydia.  Thomas,  Caleb,  Luke,  Alice,  Aloses 
and  Aaron.  The  father  of  these  was  a noted  minis- 
ter in  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  died  Sept.  9, 
1761. 

(IV)  Judge  Caleb  Aldrich,  son  of  Aloses,  born 
Jan.  14,  1726,  married  Jan.  i,  I74^'  Alary,  born 
Oct.  2,  1730,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  and  Susan 
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(Comstock)  Arnold,  and  their  children  were: 
Susanna,  born  Xov.  25,  1748;  Thomas,  April  7, 
1750;  William,  April  3,  1752;  Hannah,  Feb.  2, 
1752-53;  Xaaman,  May  6,  1756;  Joel,  June  2,  1758; 
Augustus,  May  9,  1760;  Mary,  Sept.  8,  1762; 
Caleb,  Sept.  27,  1764;  Moses,  March  15,  1767; 
Lydia,  May  29,  1769;  and  Arnold,  Aug.  i,  1773. 

(V)  Arnold  Aldrich,  son  of  Judge  Caleb,  born 
Aug.  I,  1773,  married  Jan.  i,  1796,  Dolly  Lang, 
born  July  23,  1774,  who  died  July  28,  1853.  Mr. 
Aldrich  passed  away  Dec.  30,  1858,  aged  eighty- 
rive  years.  Their  children  were : William  Lang, 
l)orn  Sept.  22,  1796;  Horatio  XTlson,  born  Dec.  27, 
1798,  who  died  X'ov.  8,  1871 ; Dutee  Ballou,  born 
.March  31,  1801  ; Laura  Lamed,  born  Aug.  20, 
1803;  Freelove  Hale,  born  April  15,  1806;  Desire 
Carpenter,  born  Dec.  29,  1808;  xXrnold  J.,  born 
March  9,  1811;  Otis,  born  July  26,  1813;  Moses, 
born  Jan.  20,  1816,  who  died  xWig.  7,  1838;  and 
James  Mott,  born  Oct.  30,  1817. 

(\T)  Dutee  Ballou  Aldrich,  son  of  Arnold, 
born  i\larch  31,  1801,  married,  May  i,  1823,  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  George  and  ^Abigail  Read,  and 
their  children  were:  Charles  Earle,  born  Feb.  18, 
1824,  who  died  April  9,  1872;  Laura  Lamed,  born 
[an.  27,  1827,  who  married  Ruel  P.  Smith;  xA.bby 
jane,  born  .Wig.  7,  1829,  who  married  Abraham 
I’ennock;  William  Flerbert ; and  xXrnold,  born  xAug. 
8,  1835. 

(VTl)  William  Herbert  Aldrich,  son  of  Dutee 
Ballou,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1832,  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  1.  For  several  generations  the  ancestors  of  Mr. 
Aldrich  had  lived  in  that  region  of  country  about 
Woonsocket,  the  town  of  Smithrield  being  then- 
early  Rhode  Island  home,  to  which  locality,  as  has 
l)een  observed  in  the  foregoing,  they  came  from 
the  old  town  of  Alendon,  Mass.,  the  home  of  the 
earlier  generations  of  the  Aldrich  family.  Another 
thing  has  no  doubt  been  noted,  that  this  branch  of 
the  family  in  particular  have  been  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  including  the  late  William 
Herbert  /kldrich,  who  for  years  prior  to  the  time 
of  his  death  was  an  overseer  and  member  of  the 
l)oard  of  trustees  of  the  Smithrield  Monthly  Meet- 
ing of  the  Society.  He  held  many  other  positions 
of  prominence,  honor  and  trust  in  his  native  town, 
and  for  the  long  period  of  thirty-three  years,  a 
third  of  a century,  he  was  connected  with  the  Citi- 
zens National  Bank  of  Woonsocket,  the  greater 
l)art  of  which  time  he  was  its  efficient  and  popular 
cashier.  His  knowledge  of  the  men  and  affairs  of 
that  region  of  country  and  with  the  business  of 
banking  proved  most  valuable  to  that  institution. 
He  was  a good  business  man,  one  of  excellent 
judgment,  which  together  with  his  high  sense  of 
justice  and  honor  made  his  counsel  and  advice  in 
rinancial  and  business  matters  sought  after.  He 
retired  from  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  bank  in 
1893,  but  continued  in  the  board  of  directors  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Having  been  a lifelong  resident  of  WMonsocket, 


Mr.  Aldrich  was  well  versed  with  the  city’s  history, 
with  that  of  its  men  and  institutions,  and  with  the 
growth  of  its  vast  industries.  He  had  watched 
the  village  grow  into  a busy,  bustling  city,  in  the 
development  of  which  he  had  taken  a part.  Here, 
where  he  was  so  well  known,  he  was  greatly  re- 
spected and  highly  esteemed.  And  here  from  his 
home  on  South  Main  street,  he  was  called,  after 
having  passed  man’s  allotted  years  on  earth,  three 
score  and  ten,  to  his  reward,  dying  May  22,  1902, 
at  the  age  of  seventy.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  survived 
by  a widow  and  daughter.  He  had  married  Nov. 
30,  i860.  Miss  Lois  Andrews,  of  W’oonsocket,  who 
belonged  to  the  Andrews  family,  so  long  identified 
with  what  is  now  North  Smitlffield.  Mrs.  Aldrich 
still  occupies  the  family  residence  on  South  Main 
street.  Their  only  child,  Alice,  was  married  i\ug. 
14,  1903,  to  Oscar  Ellsworth  Haskell,  and  she  is 
the  mother'  of  two  children : Virginia,  born  May 
30,  1904,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Herman  /\n- 
drews,  born  May  25,  1906.  The  family  now  reside 
in  North  Smithrield,  where  Mr.  Haskell  is  engaged 
in  farming. 

xXRTHUR  E.  PECK,  a leader  among  the 
younger  business  men  of  Providence,  is  the  son  of 
the  late  Benjamin  W.  Peck,  also  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  honored  citizens  of  an  earlier  generation. 
The  family  originated  in  the  neighboring  towns  of 
Barrington,  Warren  and  Bristol,  R.  L,  and  of  old 
Swansea  and  Rehoboth,  Mass,  the  old  Bay  Colony 
at  one  time  including  much  of  the  territory  of  the 
Rhode  Island  towns  mentioned.  Joseph  Peck  was 
the  emigrant  settler  and  American  ancestor  of  the 
Massachusetts  Pecks,  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  in  1638. 
I-'rom  him,  therefore,  the  Providence  Pecks  are  di- 
rectly descended. 

( I)  Joseph  Peck,  baptized  in  Beccles, .County  of 
Suffolk,  England,  x\pril  30,  1587,  son  of  Robert  and 
descendant  in  the  twenty-first  generation  from  John 
Peck,  of  Belton,  Yorkshire,  settled  at  Hingham, 
Norfolk  County,  England.  In  1638  he  and  other 
Puritans  with  his  brother,  Robert  Peck,  their  pastor, 
tied  from  the  persecutions  of  the  Church  to  this 
country,  coming  over  in  the  ship  “Diligent,”  of  Ips- 
wich. Joseph  Peck  was  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
three  sons  and  a daughter,  two  men  servants  and 
three  maid  servants.  He  settled  in  Hingham.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  iMay  31,  1617,  Rebecca  Clark.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Anna,  baptized  March  12,  1618;  Re- 
liecca,  i\Iay  25,  1620  ; Jose])h,  /Vug.  23,  1623:  John, 
about  1626:  Nicholas,  x-Vpril  9,  1630  (all  baptized  in 
Hingham,  England)  ; Samuel,  baptized  in  Hing- 
ham, Vlass.,  Feb.  3,  1638-39;  Nathaniel,  Oct.  31, 
1641  ; and  Israel,  March  4,  1644.  The  first  Mrs. 
p-'eck  died  in  October,  1637,  and  he  married  again. 
He  lived  seven  years  at  Hingham  and  was  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  town  and  active  in  business 
affairs,  was  deputy  to  General  Court  in  1639-40-41- 
42.  In  1641  he  was  one  of  the  principal  purchasers 
of  Seekonk  from  the  Indians.  This  was  afterward  in- 
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corporatecl  into  Relioboth,  comprising  what  is  now 
Rehoboth,  Seekonk  and  Pawtucket,  lie  moved 
tbitber  in  1O45,  became  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  the  place,  lie  built  a home  on  Seekonk  plain, 
and  lived  there  until  his  death,-  Dec.  23,  1663. 

(11)  Nathaniel  Peck,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  where  he  was  baptized  Oct.  31, 
1O41,  married  Deliverance.  Mr.  Peck  removed 
from  Hingham  with  his  father  and  family  to  See- 
konk, afterward  Rehoboth.  Here  he  settled  upon 
the  land  given  him  and  his  brother  Israel  in  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Harrington,  R.  1.,  near  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  Leander  i’eck.  These  lands  were  a 
part  of  those  purchased  by  the  proprietors  of  Os- 
amequin  and  his  son  Wamsetta.  Those  lands,  known 
by  the  name  of  Poppanomscut,  alias  Phebe’s  Neck, 
Sowames  or  Sowamsit,  are  now  partly  in  Bristol, 
W'arren,  Swansea,  Rehoboth  and  Barrington.  The 
lands  given  to  Nathaniel  and  Israel  by  their  father 
remained  undivided,  the  most  of  them  at  least,  un- 
til after  the  son  of  Nathaniel  became  of  age.  After 
the  decease  of  Nathaniel  they  are  referred  to  as  the 
lands  of  Israel  and  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel,  and  aft- 
erward, as  the  lands  of  Nathaniel  and  his  uncle 
Israel.  Nathaniel  Peck  and  his  wife  died  at  an 
early  age.  He  was  buried  Aug.  12,  1676,  and  his 
wife  Deliverance,  May  t,  1675.  He  had  three  chil- 
dren, and  left  at  his  decease,  as  appears  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Colonial  records,  two,  a son  and  a daugh- 
ter. Two  of  his  children  were  Nathaniel,  born  July 
26,  1670 ; and  Elisha,  born  April  19,  1675,  died 
April  30,  1675  (Swansea  records). 

(HI)  Deacon  and  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Peck, 
born  July  26,  1670,  married  (first)  March  8,  1695- 
96,  Christian  Allen,  of  Swansea;  she  died  June  8, 
1702,  and  he  married  (second)  July  18,  1705,  Judith 
Smith,  of  Rehoboth.  The  second  (Mrs.  Peck  died 
Nov.  10,  1743.  JMr.  Peck  settled  upon  the  lands 
left  him  by  his  father.  He  was  a prominent  man, 
and  held  various  public  offices.  He  is  called  upon 
the  records  for  several  years  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  and 
afterward  Deacon  Nathaniel.  He  died  Aug.  5, 
1751.  His  children  were:  Ebenezer,  born  April 
24,  1697;  Nathaniel,  July  10,  1699;  Thomas,  Oct. 
4,  1700;  Daniel,  July  28,  1706;  David,  November, 
1707;  Abigail,  July  12,  1709;  Bathsheba,  Jan.  15, 

1710-11;  Solomon,  Nov.  ii,  1712;  , July  i, 

1714;  and  John,  Feb.  29,  1716. 

(IV)  Solomon  Peck,  born  Nov.  ii,  1712,  mar- 
ried, Dec.  29,  1737,  Keziah  Barnes.  IMr.  Peck  set- 
tled upon  a part  of  the  homestead.  He  died  Dec. 
8,  1776.  She  died  July  18,  1792.  Their  children 
were:  Solomon,  born  Oct.  29,  1738;  Keziah,  Aug. 
2,  1740;  Hannah,  Feb.  4,  1743;  Samuel,  Dec.  30, 
1744;  Benjamin,  June  3,  1747;  Amos,  May  i,  1749; 
Esther,  May  18,  1751;  Daniel,  March  24,  1753; 
Hannah,  Oct.  17,  1755;  Nathaniel,  Dec.  7,  1759; 
and  Ebenezer,  Dec.  ii,  1762.  Five  of  these  sons 
were  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  namely:  Capt. 
Solomon  and  I\Iajor  Ebenezer  Peck,  whose  records 
appear  further  on  ; and  Amos  Peck,  who  was  a 


member  of  Capt  Thomas  Allin’s  Company  and  ap- 
pears on  the  Alarm  at  Bristol  .\pril  1,  1776,  and 
who  also  served  as  a member  of  Capt.  Viall  Allin’s 
Company,  in  1780;  Col.  Benjamin  Peck,  who  served 
in  the  war,  and  bore  the  title  of  colonel ; and  Major 
Nathaniel  Peck,  who  served  in  Caj)!.  Samuel  Bos- 
worth’s  Company  of  Artillery,  and  was  one  of  the 
guard  appointed  by  Col.  Nathan  Miller  June  5, 
I777>  to  serve  on  Rumstick  for  fifteen  days,  and 
who  served  on  the  militia  guard  of  Barrington  from 
April  5 to  IMay  20,  1778,  and  who  still  later  held  a 
major’s  commission. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Peck,  son  of  Solomon,  born 
Dec.  II,  1762,  married,  Dec.  2,  1784,  Huldah, 
daughter  of  Amos  Brown,  of  Rehoboth,  and  lived 
and  died  in  the  town  of  Barrington,  R.  I.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  1816,  he  April  20,  and  she 
April  22,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  Their 
children  were:  Nathaniel,  born  Jan.  16,  1786; 
Ebenezer,  born  Aug.  31,  1787;  Huidah,  born  Aug. 
3>  I7^9»  niarried  Ebenezer  Humphrey,  and  settled 
in  Barrington,  R.  I.;  Bebee,  born  June  18,  1791, 
married.  Sept.  13,  1812,  Benjamin  Heath;  Benja- 
min. born  July  10,  1793;  Learned,  born  Oct.  15. 
1795  ; and  William  PL,  born  June  5,  1798. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Peck,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
July  10,  1793,  married  (first)  Nov.  9,  1817,  Hul- 
dah Chaffee,  daughter  of  Joseph  Chaffee,  of  See- 
konk. She  died  June  16,  1836,  and  he  married 
(second)  Dec.  24,  1837,  Abigail  Bowen,  formerly 
Abigail  Peck,  daughter  of  Ellis  Peck,  of  Barring- 
ton, R.  I.  She  died  Oct.  23,  1846.  His  children 
were:  Amanda  M.,  horn  Sept.  23,  1818;  Benjamin 
B.,  July  28,  1820;  Benjamin  W.,  Sept.  28,  1825; 
IMary  Ellen,  Jan.  22.  1829;  George  S.,  Jan.  7,  1831  ; 
Emily  C.,  Nov.  21,  1835  ; Christopher,  Nov.  9,  1839  ; 
and  Rebecca,  Feb.  4.  1846. 

( VII)  Benjamin  V’alker  Peck,  son  of  Benja- 
min, born  Sept.  28,  1825,  married,  Dec.  25,  1850, 
Emily  Amanda  Gilmore,  daughter  of  George  \V. 
and  Hannah  Gilmore,  of  Providence.  Mrs.  Peck 
died  Aug.  18,  1889,  in  her  sixty-first  year.  Their 
children  were:  Edwin  Lewis,  born  Nov.  4,  1851: 
Walter  Henry,  Jan.  20,  1857;  Emily  J.,  born  Dec. 
31,  1858,  married  Arthur  C.  Williams;  and  Arthur 
L.,  born  July  7,  1867.  Benjamin  W.  Peck  was  mar- 
ried (second)  April  24,  1893,  to  IMrs.  Charlotte  V'. 
Ladd. 

P>enjamin  W.  Peck  was  born  at  the  corner  just 
south  of  Barrington  Center,  Barrington,  R.  L,  pass- 
ing his  school  days  in  that  town  until  he  was  about 
thirteen  years  of  age.  He  then  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  finished  a regular  apprenticeship  of 
six  years  at  the  painter’s  trade.  During  the  second 
year  he  received  his  board,  $25  and  one  suit  of 
clothes,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  entire  term  he 
was  paid  $100.  Following  the  mastery  of  his  trade, 
he  resided  at  what  is  now  known  as  Turk’s  head, 
for  fiv^e  or  six  years,  working  there  as  a journeyman 
painter  at  one  dollar  per  day.  At  this  time  he  was 
married  and  established  his  first  home  on  the  cor- 
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ner  of  South  and  Eddy  streets.  Shortly  afterward 
he  formed  a partnershij)  with  E.  B.  Whitmarsh,  the 
hrm  locating  at  No.  54  Dor  ranee  street,  where  the 
“Narragansett  Hotel"  now  stands.  He  continued 
the  business  at  that  locality  until  1870,  when  he  re- 
moved his  headquarters  to  a place  on  Potter  street, 
d'he  hrm  of  E.  B.  Whitmarsh  & Co.  remained  in- 
tact until  1875,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Air. 
Peck  established  the  present  business  at  No.  128 
Richmond  street.  On  Eeb.  i,  1890,  his  son,  Ar- 
thur L.  Peck,  was  admitted  to  a partnership,  the 
hrm  of  B.  Peck  & Son  being  thus  formed.  Dur- 
ing the  hfteen  years  of  sole  proprietorship  Mr. 
Peck  employed  from  ten  to  hfteen  men ; the  hrm 
has  now  constantly  on  its  pay  rolls  about  one  hun- 
dred hands.  The  business  is  the  oldest  of  its  kind 
in  Providence,  and  one  of  the  oldest  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatever.  Its  founder  was  a conservative, 
careful,  strictly  honorable,  industrious  and  practical 
business  man.  wdio  was  a thorough  master  of  his 
trade,  and  therefore  achieved  a substantial  success. 

Air.  Peck  was  a domestic  man  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word — a useful,  helpful,  kindly  husband  and 
father — and  his  home  at  No.  57  Whitmarsh  street 
was  the  center  of  a happy  domestic  circle  and  a sim- 
]he,  w'arm  hospitality.  He  was  a reader  of  good 
literature,  a thoughtful  man,  and  one  whose  opin- 
ions, formed  after  mature  consideration,  carried 
weight  and  high  value.  He  was  a regular  attend- 
ant at  the  Chestnut  Street  Al.  E.  Church.  His  death 
occurred  Alay  18.  1894. 

(VHI)  Arthur  L.  Peck,  son  of  Benjamin  W. 
and  Emily  A.  ( Gilmore)  Peck,  is  a modern,  aggres- 
sive business  man.  in  the  early  prime  of  life,  wdio  is 
rearing  a splendid  superstructure  upon  the  founda- 
tion which  his  father  laid  wdth  such  patience  and 
solidity.  He  was  born  in  Providence  July  7,  1867, 
and  completed  his  education  at  the  Bridgham  Street 
grammar  school,  leaving  there  when  he  was  four- 
teen years  of  age.  He  afterward  spent  three  years 
in  the  mastery  of  his  father’s  trade,  receiving  the 
usual  wages  and  the  common  discipline  of  the  aver- 
age apprentice,  and  therefore  making  good  progress 
and  becoming  a competent  workman.  In  1885  his 
father  was  attacked  by  illness,  and  the  management 
of  the  business  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  eight- 
een-year-old youth ; but  he  had  been  trained  for 
just  such  an  emergency  and  remained  in  charge 
of  his  father’s  interests  until  he  became  a partner 
in  1890.  Under  the  management  of  the  younger 
and  more  aggressive  man,  the  business  began  to 
expand  more  rapidly  than'  ever  before,  and  since 
that  year  it  has  so  increased  as  to  give  employment 
to  fully  one  hundred  hands,  as  against  thirty  men 
when  he  became  a partner.  In  addition  to  the 
paint  business  Air.  Peck  now^  conducts  a store  for 
the  sale  of  w'all  paper,  under  the  name  of  the  Aler- 
riam  Company,  located  across  from  the  Public 
Alarket,  at  No.  383  Westminster  street.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Westcott,  Slade  & Balcom  Company, 


of  the  John  W.  Coleman  Company,  and  of  the 
Eidelity  Alercantile  Agency. 

Air.  Peck  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  has 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  be  a politician.  He 
is  a Alason,  being  a past  master  of  Adelphoi  Lodge. 
No.  33 ; and  a member  of  Providence  Chapter,  St. 
John’s  Commandery,  and  all  Scottish  rite  bodies, 
reaching  the  32d  degree.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Alystic  Shrine.  He  is  connected  socially  with  the 
Pomham  and  Anawan  Clubs. 

Air.  Peck  w'as  married  to  Aliss  Effie  J.  Nicker- 
son, of  South  Dennis,  Alass.,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Cyrus  Nickerson.  They  have  no  children. 

GODFROY  DAIGNAULT  (deceased).  Among 
the  pioneer  Eranch  Canadians  of  Woonsocket,  who 
saw  the  place  grow  from  its  infancy,  when  it  was 
a small  mill  village,  to  its  maturity,  a thriving, 
hustling  city  of  30,000  inhabitants,  was  the  late 
Godfroy  Daignault,  who  was  born  at  St.  Gregoire, 
County  of  Iberville,  Province  of  Quebec,  in  1849, 
son  of  Godfroy  and  Alarceline  Daignault. 

Air.  Daignault  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  birthplace,  and  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Desiring  to  learn  a trade  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  Air.  Joseph  Page,  of  Provi- 
dence, at  the  carpenter  business,  continuing  with 
him  until  1874.  At  this  time  he  engaged  in  the 
meat  business  on  his  own  account,  in  the  Social  dis- 
trict, and  his  business  so  expanded  that  he  soon 
opened  places  of  business  in  Providence,  R.  L, 
Danielson  and  Wauregan,  Conn.,  and  Blackstone, 
Alass.  He  continued  in  the  business  until  1900, 
when  he  sold  out,  disposing  of  the  Blackstone  mar- 
ket to  his  son-in-law,  George  H.  Valois,  who  still 
conducts  it.  At  the  time  he  went  into  the  meat 
business.  Air.  Daignault  became  interested  in  the 
stone  business.  A few  years  afterward  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at  St.  Cecile,  Quebec, 
disposing  of  his  product  through  his  office  in  Woon- 
socket. He  also  built,  in  1900,  a box  and  molding 
shop  at  Villa  Nova.  Air.  Daignault  was  also 
largely  interested  in  the  real  estate  business,  erect- 
ing large  stores  and  tenement  blocks  in  the  Social 
district,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  two  of  the 
former  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six  of  the  latter. 
He  was  a man  of  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas, 
and  worked  hard  from  his  boyhood.  His  success 
was  the  result  of  his  own  tireless  efforts,  and  'was 
the  just  reward  of  a long  life  of  hard  labor.  Mr. 
Daignault  died  of  heart  trouble.  Sept.  12,  1903, 
after  eight  months  of  ill  health,  and  he  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Precious  Blood  Church  Cemetery.  He 
was  a Christian  gentleman,  a devout  Catholic  and  a 
member  of  St.  Ann’s  parish,  of  which  church  he 
was  a trustee.  In  politics  he  was  a supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council  before  Woonsocket 
was  incorporated  as  a city,  and  was  for  seven 
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years  assessor  of  taxes.  In  1898  and  1899  rep- 
resented the  Fifth  ward  as  a meinl)er  of  tlie  board 
of  aldermen,  serving  on  several  important  com- 
mittees during  that  time.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Jean  Baptiste  Society  of  Woonsocket,  the 
Union  of  Prayer  at  St.  Ann’s  Church,  and  the  Al- 
liance Nationale.  Since  his  death  his  business  af- 
fairs have  been  carried  on  by  his  widow  under  the 
name  of  the  Godfroy  Daignault  Company. 

l\lr.  Daignault  was  married  in  Woonsocket  to 
Elmire  Archombault,  and  thirteen  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  of  whom  three  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  were ; Elmire,  wiio  married  George 
H.  X'alois ; Melanie;  Elise ; Exilia;  Elizabeth,  who 
died  March  ii,  1904;  Alice;  Godfroy,  Jr.;  Eugene 
J. ; Elphege  J. ; and  Eustache  L.  Of  these,  God- 
froy, Jr.,  born  April  3,  1876,  was  educated  at  St. 
INlary’s  College,  Montreal,  and  is  now  bookkeeper 
for  the  Godfroy  Daignault  Company  and  resides  in 
Woonsocket ; he  married  Angelina  Cote,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Angelina.  Eugene  J.,  born  Nov.  29, 
1877,  was  educated  in  St.  Mary’s  College,  Montreal, 
and  is  foreman  of  the  Godfroy  Daignault  Company ; 
he  married  (first)  Georgianna  Allaire,  who  died 
IMarch  17,  1900,  and  he  married  (second)  Arthemise 
Belisle.  Elphege  J.,  born  in  Woonsocket,  June  8, 
1879,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
place,  in  St.  Mary’s  College,  Montreal,  and  grad- 
uated from  Boston  College,  class  of  1900,  and  from 
Columbia  Law  School  in  1903,  and  now  practises 
law  in  Woonsocket.  He  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  in  the  fall  of  1903  was  elected  to  the  Leg- 
islature, serving  two  terms.  He  married  Miss 
Elorina  Gaulin,  daughter  of  Ali)honse  Gaulin,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Fiorina  and 
INlarguerite.  Eustache  L.  Daignault,  born  Jan.  18, 
1883,  was  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  College,  Mon- 
treal, and  Boston  College,  is  manager  of  the  box 
factory,  and  resides  at  home. 

George  H.  Valois,  son-in-law  of  the  late  IMr. 
Daignault,  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  Dec.  22,  1873, 
of  French  Canadian  parentage.  He  was  educated 
in  Woonsocket,  and  at  St.  Cesaire,  Quebec,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  meat  business  at  Blackstone, 
Mass.,  also  being  interested  in  real  estate  in  Woon- 
socket with  his  wife.  He  is  a sewer  commissioner 
of  Woonsocket.  One  child,  Georgine,  has  been  born 
to  l\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Valois. 

C HERBERT  U.  GARDINER.  Prominent 
among  the  men  of  Bristol  county,  R.  I.,  who  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  political  and  business  in- 
terests of  the  section,  is  Herbert  M.  Gardiner,  born 
Feb.  6,  1855,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  son  of  John  Q.  A. 
Gardiner,  born  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  April  ii,  1826, 
grandson  of  Harrington  Gardiner,  of  North  Kings- 
town, and  great-grandson  of  David  Gardiner. 

Harrington  Gardiner  was  a farmer,  and  carried 
on  that  occupation  all  of  his  life  in  North  Kings- 
town. He  married  Miss  Mary  Cottrell,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows:  Willett  G. ; Stephen  B. 


Cj.  ; John  Q.  A. ; W illiam  H. ; Jeremiah  ; Susan,  who 
married  Oliver  Gardner ; Eliza,  who  married  Wil- 
liam E.  Watson;  Mary,  who  married  I'rank  Reed; 
and  Dulcena,  who  married  Heman  Rec<l,  a brother 
of  hrank  Reed.  Of  this  family  John  Q.  A.  Gardiner 
was  reared  in  North  Kingstown  and  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  He  Ijecame  a farmer, 
an  occupation  which  he  followed  all  of  his  life, 
coming  to  the  town  of  Barrington,  R.  T,  in  April, 
1877.  He  bought  what  was  then  known  as  the  Bab- 
cock farm,  then  consisting  of  seventy-two  acres, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Barrington.  He 
has  been  a successful  man,  and  is  rated  among  the 
substantial  farmers  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  is 
independent,  and  in  1899  represented  his  town  in 
the  General  Assembly.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  which  he  has  attended  all  his 
life. 

John  Q.  A.  Gardiner  was  married  Nov.  3,  1851, 
by  the  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Tillinghast,  to  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Hazard,  born  in  North  Kingstown,  June  27, 
1829,  daughter  of  Robington  Hazard,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  born  to  this  union : 
Alonzo  C.  G.,  born  Sept.  29,  1853,  in  North  Kings- 
town, lives  on  the  farm ; Herbert  M. ; Sarah  K.,  born 
in  Cranston,  June  12,  1858;  married  Mervin  H. 
Pierce,  of  North  Kingstown ; Arthur  R.,  born  in 
Cranston,  in  September,  1859,  ^ dealer  in  cigars 

and  tobacco  on  Westminster  street.  Providence ; 
Nellie  E.,  born  April  i,  1863,  married  William  H. 
Lee,  formerly  of  Chester,  Conn,  (now  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.)  ; John  L.,  born  in  Cranston,  Oct.  28,  1865, 
married  Isabella  Jones,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  and  died 
Nov.  18,  1903 ; and  Everett  T.,  born  in  Cranston, 
May  4,  1869,  married  Gertrude  Metcalf,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Herbert  M.  Gardiner  was  born  Feb.  6,  1855,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  Cranston  common 
schools,  the  Elmwood  Grammar  school  of  Provi- 
. dence,  and  a private  school  in  East  Providence.  He 
finished  his  schooling  when  about  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  in  1877,  when  his  father  bought  in 
Barrington,  he  and  his  brother  bought  out  their  fa- 
ther’s milk  business,  which  he  had  carried  on  in 
Cranston.  Mr.  Gardiner  continued  at  this  for  three 
years,  and  then,  in  1882,  engaged  in  the  house- 
painting business  in  Barrington,  at  which  he  has 
continued  for  twenty-two  years.  He  has  from  four 
to  six  houses  in  the  winter  months,  while  during  the 
summer  he  averages  from  sixteen  to  twenty,  his 
banner  year  being  1902,  when  he  had  thirty.  Mr. 
Gardiner  also  carries  on  the  business  in  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Gardiner  has  not  only  been  successful  in 
business  life,  but  has  made  his  mark  in  the  world 
of  politics  as  well.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  in  national  matters 
has  cast  his  influence  and  services  to  the  Rei)ubli- 
can  party.  He  was  elected  town  sergeant  for  three 
years,  and  was  a member  of  the  town  council  for 
five  years,  and  for  the  last  two  years  was  president 
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of  the  council.  He  was  elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  INlay,  1900,  and  re-elected  in 
1901,  this  being  the  first  assembly  in  the  new  State 
House.  In  1902  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  January,  1906.  The 
most  important  committee  of  which  i\Ir.  Gardiner 
has  been  a member  was  that  on  Education,  of  which 
he  was  chairman  for  three  years.  He  has  also 
served  as  a member  of  the  committees  on  Fisheries 
and  ]\lilitia.  Since  i\Iay  i,  1904,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Shell  Fish  Commis- 
sion. He  was  a member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee  in 
1905. 

ELL.S\\'ORTH  SISSON,  one  of  the  leading- 
business  men  of  Providence,-  R.  L,  and  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Cooper  & Sisson,  commission  mer- 
chants, is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  his  section. 

From  Richard  Sisson  through  his  sons  George, 
James  and  John,  Init  chiefly  through  the  two  first 
named,  have  descended  the  Sissons  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  that  part  of  [Massachusetts  adjacent  there- 
to, and  as  well  a branch  of  the  nearby  Connecticut 
Sissons,  who  are  of  the  old  stock  of  this  section. 
Richard  Sisson,  born  in  t6o8,  was  an  inhabitant  of 
Portsmouth  and  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  of  record  as 
having  been  made  a freeman  in  1653.  He  was  on 
the  grand  jury  in  Dartmouth  in  1667,  and  was  sur- 
veyor of  Highways  in  1671.  His  will  was  proved 
in  1684.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  [Mary, 
and  their  children  were:  George  (the  eldest,  born 
in  1644),  Elizabeth,  James,  John  and  Anne.  Of 
these  sons, 

George  Sisson  married,  in  1667,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Lawton,  and  was  an  inhabitant  of 
Dartmouth,  Mass.,  and  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  His 
standing  as  a man  and  citizen  is  evidenced  in  the 
])ublic  trusts  he  held.  Resides  several  town  offices 
lie  was  a representative  in  the  Colonial  Assembly 
from  Portsmouth  in  1690,  1702,  1705  and  1707. 
Roth  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1718.  Five  of  their 
children  were  sons,  namely : Richard.  George, 
Thomas.  John  and  James. 

Janies  Sisson,  the  second  son  of  Richard  and 
[Mary,  married  Lydia  Hathaway,  and  was  of  Dart- 
mouth. [Mass.  He  like  his  elder  brother  held 
several  jiublic  offices,  being  surveyor  of  highways, 
selectman  and  constable.  His  wife  died  in  1714. 
and  he  passed  away  in  1734.  Their  children  were: 
Richard,  [Mary,  James,  Jonathan.  Philip.  Thomas. 
Content.  Sarah,  Hannah  and  Rebecca. 

lohn  Sisson,  third  son  of  Richard  and  .Marv, 
was  of  Newport,  R.  1.  His  wife's  Christian  name 
was  Mary,  and  their  two  children  were:  John  and 
[Mary. 

Here  in  Portsmouth,  the  Rhode  Island  mother 
town  of  the  Sissons,  have  lived  and  flourished  gen- 
eration after  generation  of  the  family,  among  them 
many  substantial  men  and  women,  prominent  and 


intluential  in  the  social  and  public  life  of  their  town 
and  neighboring  towns.  It  was  from  Portsmouth 
that  in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  re- 
moved to  Newport  and  some  years  later  to  Sakon- 
net,  in  the  town  of  Little  Compton,  Lemuel  Sisson, 
where  as  an  active  and  influential  [Methodist,  in 
the  early  years  of  that  denomination  in  this  region, 
as  well  as  in  its  history  as  a denomination  ii^this 
country,  he  accomplished  great  good.  And  his  sons 
and  sons’  sons,  in  turn,  through  the  past  hundred 
years  have  figured  more  or  less  prominently  there 
and  m other  communities  of  this  commonwealth 
and  that  of  Massachusetts.  David  Sisson,  son  of 
Iw'mucl,  was  through  his  earlier  life  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  mercantile  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  Fall  River,  [tiass..  and  Providence,  R.  L 
Then  there  were  Levi  W.  and  John  Sisson,  broth- 
ers of  David,  men  of  high  standing  in  their  town. 
Little  Compton,  farmers  by  occupation.  In  the 
succeeding  generations  were  Col.  Henry  Tilling- 
hast  Sisson,  son  of  David,  who  was  conspicuous  in 
the  Civil  war,  leading  a company  in  the  first  battle 
of  Rull  Run,  in  July,  t86i,  and  who  became  the 
gallant  colonel,  of  the  5th  Rhode  Island  Artillery: 
and  Ephraim  Railey  Sisson,  son  of  John,  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  prominent  in  Church  work  and 
in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

For  years  after  about  the  middle  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  there  lived  at  Rristol  Ferry,  on  the 
Portsmouth  side  of  Narragansett  Ray,  Hon.  Al- 
fred Sisson,  the  popular  landlord  of  the  hostelry  at 
that  point,  and  farmer,  who  represented  hi^  town 
in  both  the  lower  and  upper  houses  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Assembly.  There,  too,  was  the  late  Hon. 
Mfilliam  R.  Sisson,  long  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
influential  citizens  of  his  town,  which  he  repre- 
sented in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Assembly ; and 
the  latter's  son.  the  present  Hon.  William  L.  Sis- 
son, long  one  of  the  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Portsmouth,  several  years  its  representa- 
tive in  the  lower  house  of  the  Assembly,  and  who 
is  now  a senator  and  for  a number  of  years  past 
has  occu])ied  a seat  in  that  body. 

Again,  several  generations  back,  in  Portsmouth, 
lived  Rarnard  (Rarney)  Sisson,  one  of  whose 
grandsons  was  the  late  William  Henry  Sisson,  an- 
other valuable  citizen  of  his  community,  whose  sons. 
Alfred  Green  and  Winfield  Scott  Sisson,  have  fol- 
lowed in  his  footsteps,  worthily  perpetuating  this 
family  name.  And  in  the  same  line  of  descent  came 
the  late  Charles  S.  Sisson,  a substantial  man  and 
useful  citizen  of  his  town,  engaged  in  agricultural 
])ursuits,  and  Hon.  Jonathan  Sisson,  who  figured 
prominently  in  the  afifairs  of  the  town,  representing 
it  in  both  branches  of  the  State  Assembly. 

Still  another  of  the  Portsmouth  .Sissons  of  sev- 
eral generations  ago  was  the  late  Pardon  Sisson, 
a patriot  of  the  war  of  1812,  through  whose  son, 
the  late  Edward  S.  Sisson,  at  one  time  a member  of 
the  Portsmouth  town  council,  and  for  a number  of 
years  commissioner  and  manager  of  the  town  asy- 
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lum,  have  come  some  of  the  substantial  men  of  tlic 
town. 

Edmund  Sanfoial  Sisson  was  born  in  Ports- 
mouth in  1809,  son  of  P)arncy  Sisson,  who  was 
drowned  off  I'ogland  in  18 ro.  Edmund  S.  Sisson 
was  a farmer  aiul  land  owner  in  Portsmouth,  where 
his  entire  life  was  spent.  He  also  engaged  to  some 
extent  in  sheep  raising,  and  was  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen.  His  death  occurred  on  his 
farm,"  Xov.  20,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  In  politics  he  was  first  an  old-line  Whig, 
and  later  a Republican : his  religious  connection 
was  with  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he  was 
(piite  active.  His  life  was  characterized  by  strict 
integrity  and  devotion  to  his  home  and  family.  He 
was'  three  times  married.  In  December,  1832,  he 
wedded  Abhie  Anthony,  who  was  liorn  in  I’orts- 
mouth,  Dec.  26,  1816,' daughter  of  Jonathan  An- 
thonv.  I A full  history  of  the  Anthony  family  is 
given  ehsewhere  in  this  volume.]  IMrs.  Sisson  died 
lAb.  2S,  1S52,  and  was  buried  in  what  is  now  the 
Ihfion  cemeteVv.  She  too  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Eour  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  viz.:  Jonathan  Anthony,  born  Oct.  26,  1833; 
^larv  Ann,  Dec.  9.  1836  (died  Aug.  24.  1856)-: 
John  Henry.  Eeb.  14.  1838;  and  Elizabeth  H..  Xov. 
I,  1842  (died  ( )ct.  T,  i850- 

On  Ian.  9,  1856,  Mr.  Sisson  married  (second) 
Elizabeth  P.  Coggeshall,  who  died  Hay  i,  1864, 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  m 
the  Union  cemetery.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage;  a son,  born  Aug.  24,  1859,  died 
the  next  day;  and  Aaron  Edmund,  born  July  29, 
1861.  died  May  14,  1862. 

Mr.  Sisson  married  (third)  Phebe  \ ictory. 
and  their  one  child,  George,  resides  in  Xewpoit, 
Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Anthony  Sisson  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools  and  "while  his  opportunities  in 
that  line  were  limited,  he  made  the  best 
use  possible  of  his  time,  and  by  reading 
and  observation  added  much  to  his  school- 
acquired  knowledge.  He  grew  up  on  a 
farm,  and  he  made  farming  his  life  occupation,  also 
engaging  for  manv  years  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness, wholesale  an'd  retail,  at  which  he  was  very 
successful.  After  giving  up  the  butcher  business 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock 
raising  on  a 32-acre  tract  near  Sandy  Point  Road, 
all  of  which  is  now  owned  by  Reginald  C.  Vander- 
bilt. He  died  on  his  farm  Dec.  9,  1904,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Union 
cemetery,  where  a monument,  erected  by  his  chil- 
dren, marks  his  last  resting  place.  He  was  broad- 
minded and  liberal  in  his  church  views,  and  was  a 
friend  to  the  poor  and  needy.  He  trusted  his 
friends,  knowing  them  as  they  knew'  him,  and 
standing  bv  them  to  the  last. 

In  public  life  Mr.  Sisson  was  one  of  the  fore- 
most Republicans  of  Newport  county,  and  aKvays 
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supported  the  principles  of  that  jiarty  as  advo- 
cated by  Lincoln,  Rlaine,  McKinley  and  Roosevelt. 
He  served  in  the  town  council  of  Portsmouth  and 
filled  other  local  offices.  He  rejiresentv.l  his  native 
town  in  the  General  As.sembly  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  in  1876  he  was  a member  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  committee.  He  took  a deep  interest 
in  his  party,  and  was  the  war  horse  of  Portsmouth. 
Like  all  public  men  he  had  his  enemies,  but  even 
they  respected  his  integrity  of  puriiose  and  his 
disinterestedness.  I'raternally  he  was  a member 
of  Oakland  Lodge,  I.  O.  i).  h'..  South  Portsmouth. 

On  Oct.  14,  1857,  Mr.  Sisson  was  married,  in 
Portsmouth,  to  Jane  Harry  Davey,  born  in  Gwin- 
near  Parish,  Cornwall,  England,  daughter  of  John 
Harry  and  Grace  (Holman)  Davey.  She  is  still 
living  on  the  homestead.  Their  children  were ; 
Ellsworth  was  born  Jan.  28,  1862.  Grace  Abby, 
born  Oct.  i,  18C4,  'vas  educated  in  the  Xew'jiort 
and  Portsmouth  high  schools  and  Wheaton  semin- 
ary, Norton,  Mass.,  and  taught  school  for  some 
time;  she  married  (first)  Oct.  i,  1891,  Henry  Hill 
Lee,  and  after  his  death  Lester  \'.  Bailey,  and 
they  reside  in  Worcester,  Mass.  Annie  Elizabetli 
Perry,  born  Oct.  8,  1874,  was  educated  in  Ports- 
mouth and  the  high  school  of  Newport,  and 
Eriends’  school.  Providence,  afterward  teaching 
in  Portsmouth  and  North  Kingstown,  R.  I. ; she 
married  June  12,  1900,  Everett  T.  Jones,  of  Peach 
Dale,  R.  I.,  and  has  one  child,  Harold. 

From  the  Nczvport  Daily  Nezas  of  Dec.  13, 
1904,  w'e  extract  the  following  character  sketch 
of  Mr.  Sisson: 

‘‘Mr.  Sisson  was  termed  by  those  who  knew' 
him  best  a ‘rougb-cut  diamond.’  He  was  rough  in 
his  ways,  but  underneath  there  was  a tender  heart, 
and  for  this  reason  he  w'as  a man  w ho  will  be  greatly 
missed.  He  was  a self-made  man.  In  his  earlier 
days  he  went  West,  l)ut  making  a failure  sent 
home  for  funds  to  bring  him  hack.  His  father  had 
a farm,  but  not  much  else  in  earthly  goods  and 
hired  the  money  for  the  return  fare  in  his  son’s 
name.  ( )n  his  return  he  found  a debt  to  ])ay,  and 
at  once  went  to  work.  In  recent  years  he  had  been 
rated  as  well-to-do,  and  in  his  owii  words  he  ‘got  it 
figuring.’  The  money  he  earned  he  invested,  and  it 
was  due  to  his  careful  investment  that  he  w'as  al)le 
to  gather  a considerable  fortune,  h'or  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a century  Mr.  Sisson  had  been  at  the  head 
of  the  town  committee,  where  his  friends  say  he 
was  ever  looking  out  for  the  town's  interests,  his 
own  being  in  second  place.  Gf  sim])le  needs  him- 
self. he  was  always  opptjsed  to  anything  that  looked 
like  extravagance  in  the  town's  affairs,  and  wlien 
he  had  an  idea  that  influences  were  being  brought 
to  bear  to  favor  extravagant  ideas,  he  fought  bit- 
terly, being  a man  of  strong  convictions.  He  was 
a man  who  did  not  believe  in  being  all  things  to 
all  men,  and  knew'  that  he  must  make  enemies  in 
consequence.  Some  of  his  greatest  enemies  have 
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often  expressed  admiration  for  his  strong  qualities.” 

Ellsworth  Sisson  was  schooled  in  district  No.  i, 
on  the  Island,  and  then  attended  the  Friends’ 
school  in  Providence,  R.  L,  and  the  Commercial 
College  of  Bryant  & Stratton  for  one  and  one-half 
years,  taking  the  full  course.  He  finished  his 
school  course  when  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  in 
1 88 1,  and  at  once  entered  the  office  of  Brown  & 
Sharpe,  with  whom  he  continued  four  months.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  went  to  work  for  B.  G. 
Chase  & Co.,  at  the  corner  of  Peck,  Friendship  and 
( )range  streets,  as  delivery  clerk,  then  Ijecoming 
salesman,  a position  he  held  for  two  or  three  years, 
the  business  then  being  sold  to  Babcock  & Brig- 
ham, with  whom  he  continued  for  a period  of  five 
years.  Mr.  Sisson  then  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Cooper  & Sisson,  which  partnership  was 
formed  in  1890.  They  are  commission  merchants 
in  butter,  cheese,  eggs  and  green  and  dried  fruits, 
and  their  place  of  business  occupies  Nos.  73  to  81 
Dyer  street,  inclusive,  they  having  started  at  Nos. 
73-75.  When  the  firm  was  organized  but  one  em- 
ploye was  necessary,  but  the  business  has  grown  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  working  force  has  been  in- 
creased to  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  men.  Cooper 
& Sisson  were  pioneers  in  their  line  ofjousiness  in 
the  city,  and  the  oldest  in  their  line,  and  they  were 
the  means  of  securing  the  refrigerator  line  service 
from  the  North  and  West  into  Providence.  The 
trade  of  the  firm  covers  Rhode  Island  entire  and 
])arts  of  Connecticut  and  INIassachusetts,  and  is  con- 
stantly increasing. 

Mr.  Sisson  makes  his  home  in  Edgewood.  He 
is  Republican  in  his  political  views,  but  takes  little 
or  no  iiiifciest  in  public  matters.  His  fraternal  con- 
nection is  with  What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A. 
i\l.,  of  Providence.  He  is  a member  of  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  being  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  since 
1902.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  financial  com- 
mittee of  the  Sunday-school,  and  is  grading  super- 
intendent and  musical  director  thereof.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Calvary  Bap- 
tist Institute  and  was  chairman  in  1905  of  the  Enter- 
tainment committee  thereof. 

On  Sept.  j8,  1883,  Mr.  Sisson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Susan  Stanton  Clark,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Mabel  D.,  Nov.  28,  1884; 
and  Arthur  C.,  Nov.  24,  1898. 

CHARLES  H.  PECKHAM  (deceased)  was  a 
well  and  favorably  known  member  of  the  ancient 
and  distinguished  family,  descended  from  the 
Peckhams  of  England,  the  first  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  history  being  John  de  Peckham  in  1191. 
He  was  also  descended  from  Stephen  Hopkins, 
one  of  the  Rhode  Island  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  The  first  American  ancestor, 
John  Peckham,  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  From  him 
to  Charles  H.  the  line  of  descent,  the  generations 
l)eing  indicated  by  Roman  numerals,  is  as  follows : 


(I)  John;  (H)  Stephen;  (HI)  Stephen  (2); 
(I\’)  Stephen  (3);  (V)  Stephen  (4);  (VI) 

George  ; (VH)  Abner  W. 

(M)  . George  Peckham,  son  of  Stephen  (4), 
was  born  April  26,  1785,  and  died  March  23,  1838. 
He  married  Lillis  Hopkins,  a member  of  one  of  the 
most  prominent  families  in  Colonial  history.  She 
was  born  June  14,  1785,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1886, 
one  of  a family  of  five,  all  of  whom  lived  to  attain 
more  than  ninety  years.  Her  father,  Timothy  Hop- 
kins, born  April  17,  1757,  died  March  18,  1812; 
and  her  mother,  Sarah  Carver,  born  April  25, 

1762,  died  March  7,  . The  children  born  to 

George  and  Lillis  (Hopkins)  Peckham  were:  Ab- 
ner W. ; Emery  H.,  born  July  31,  1816,  died  in  1884 ; 
Sarah  Carver,  born  Feb.  5,  1822,  died  in  April, 
1901.  George  Peckham,  the  father,  was  born  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  and  there 
he  resided  during  all  of  his  career.  He  was  a citi- 
zen of  much  public  spirit,  and  was  conspicuous  in 
town  affairs. 

(VH)  Abner  W.  Peckham,  son  of  George, 
was  born  July  31,  1810,  and  died  Oct.  ii,  1886.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Scituate,  and  was  accorded  all  of  the  educational 
advantages  which  the  community  afforded.  When 
a young  man  he  found  employment  in  the  mills  of 
his  native  town,  and  for  some  years  was  thus  em- 
ployed in  various  capacities.  Later  in  life  he  re- 
turned to  farming  as  a vocation,  and  purchased  the 
farm  afterward  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
Charles  H.  The  late  years  of  his  life  he  passed 
in  practical  retirement,  making  his  home  with  his 
children.  Though  Mr.  Peckham  was  a man  of  re- 
tiring disposition,  and  greatly  attached  to  his  home 
and  its  associations,  he  was  much  in  evidence  in 
public  affairs.  He-  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  by 
that  party  he  was  elected  to  various  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  his  services  including  several 
terms  in  the  State  Senate.  Both  he  and  his  wife, 
Patia  F.  Harris,  are  buried  at  North  Scituate.  Their 
children  were  : George  A.,  born  June  6,  1830 ; Charles 
Henry;  Emery  H.,  born  May  18,  1835,  deceased; 
Amy  H.,  born  May,  1837,  married  Horatio  N.  An- 
gell ; Mary  E.,  born  June  9,  1839,  married  George 
\\  hitford,  and  is  deceased;  James  Angell,  born 
Dec.  25,  1841,  died  Sept.  26,  1882;  and  Abner 
Francis,  born  April  7,  1843. 

(VHI)  Charles  Henry  Peckham,  son  of  Abner 
W.,  was  born  in  North  Scituate,  May  ii,  1833.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
finished  his  education  at  Fruit  Hill  Seminary  in 
North  Providence.  When  about  twenty  years  of 
age  he  became  a clerk  in  the  Bank  of  America  in 
Providence,  where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  Dutee  Arnold  & 
Co.,  of -which  firm  he  in  time  became  a member.  In 
1862  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  stoves  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Spicer  & Peckham.  This  he 
continued  for  thirty-two  years,  and  the  firm  was 
long  known  as  one  of  the  leading  houses  in  its  line 
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in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Peckham  earl}-  manifested 
an  interest  in  political  affairs  in  his  city  and  State, 
and  was  elected  a member  of  the  Legislature  in 
1885,  serving  three  terms  in  the  House  and  in  the 
Senate,  the  former  in  1885,  and  the  latter  in 
1886-1888.  In  the  Senate  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Corjiorations  for  one  year,  and  of 
the  committee  on  h'inance  for  two  years,  h'or 
eleven  years  he  was  president  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Indus- 
try, now  the  Rhode  Island  State  Fair  Association, 
and  under  the  executive  management  of  the  finances 
of  the  society  by  Mr.  Peckham,  an  annual  loss  of 
some  eighteen  hundred  dollars  was  changed  to  a 
jirofit  of  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  thousand  per  year. 
Mr.  Peckham  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  the 
founding  of  the  State  Agricultural  College.  While 
in  the  Legislature  he  introduced  a resolution  mak- 
ing inquiry  as  to  the  Hatch  fund,  providing  govern- 
ment aid  for  such  institutions,  was  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  inquiry,  and  afterward 
was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  locating 
the  school.  In  1888  he  was  appointed  a member  of 
the  board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections,  and 
on  May  22,  1892,  was  made  secretary  and  purchas- 
ing agent,  which  position  he  continued  to  hold  to 
the  date  of  his  death.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, but  in  later  years  was  independent  in  political 
views. 

On  Feb.  27,  1862,  Mr.  Peckham  married  Miss 
Celia  S.  Spicer,  daughter  of  George  T.  Spicer,  of 
Providence.  She  died  in  1892.  In  1897  Mr.  Peck- 
ham married  Miss  Abbie  May,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Eliza  (Smith)  May,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
and  they  had  one  son,  Charles  H.  Peckham,  Jr., 
born  Oct.  14,  1899. 

jMr.  Peckham’s  death  occurred  after  a some- 
what extended  illness,  Sunday,  July  21,  1907,  at 
Higgins  Beach,  Maine,  to  which  place  he  had  gone 
but  a few  days  previously  in  the  hope  of  benefiting 
his  health.  Interment  was  made  at  North  Scituate. 
Air.  Peckham,  by  the  force  of  his  own  personality, 
rose  to  apposition  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fel- 
low men,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by 
a wide  circle  of  friends.  His  every  undertaking  in 
life  was  successful  through  his  untiring  energy,  his 
careful  mastery  of  detail,  coupled  with  an  ability 
to  foresee  results.  Alorally  his  life  was  clean,  and 
his  integrity  was  unquestioned.  In  his  public  life 
he  was  regarded  as  an  honest  and  incorruptible  of- 
ficial. 

^FRED  OSCAR  GARDINER,  one  of  the 
thrifty  business  men  of  the  younger  class,  in  Provi- 
dence, engaged  as  a wholesale  provision  dealer  on 
Canal  street,  descends  from  a family  that  has  long 
ben  identified  with  the  business  and  public  life  of 
New  England. 

The  Gardiner,  Gardner  or  Garner  family,  as  the 
name  is  variously  spelled,  of  which  Fred  O.  Gardi- 
ner is  a member,  trace  their  ancestry  to  Thomas 


Gardiner  (or  Ciardner),  who  came  (n'cr  in  1624 
from  Dorsetshire,  England,  near  which  place  the 
name  had  tlourished  for  more  than  tliree  centuries, 
and  he  settled  under  the  ausi)ices  of  the  Dorchester 
Comj)any  and  Rev.  John  White  with  thirteen  oth- 
ers, at  Gloucester,  Cape  Ann,  upon  the  grant  of 
Lord  Sheffield  to  Robert  Cushman  and  Edward 
Winslow,  made  in  January  of  that  year.  Mr.  Gar- 
diner was  overseer  of  the  plantation,  John  Lylley  of 
the  fisheries,  Robert  Conant  soon  afterward  being 
appointed  governor.  Not  realizing  the  success 
they  anticipated  in  founding  a colony,  they  removed 
in  1626  to  Naumkeag,  or  Salem,  which  continued 
the  home  of  Mr.  Gardiner  and  his  descendants 
down  to  the  present  century. 

(i)_  Thomas  Gardiner  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Salem,  and  an  original  member  of  the  first 
church.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1637,  and  in 
that  year  served  as  deputy.  During  the  next  few 
years  he  had  various  grants  of  land  at  Salem,  and 
served  in  various  official  capacities.  He  was  twice 
married,  the  maiden  names  of  his  wives  being  Mar- 
garet Frier  and  Damaris  Shattuck.  His  children 
were:  Thomas,  George,  Richard,  John,  Samuel, 
Joseph,  Sarah,  Seth  and  Aliriam.  Of  these,  Josejih 
commanded  the  Salem  Company  in  King  Philip's 
war,  was  commended  for  his  courage  by  historians, 
and  was  killed  in  the  great  Narragansett  Swamp 
fight  in  December,  1675.  His  wife  was  a daughter 
of  Emanuel  and  sister  of  the  celebrated  Sir  George 
Downing,  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  of  Harvard 
College,  and  after  whom  Downing  street  in  Lon- 
don was  named.  His  widow  married  Governor 
Bradstreet.  Richard  Gardiner,  third  son  of  Thomas 
of  Salem,  with  three  of  his  children,  removed  to 
Nantucket,  where  were  born  to  bim  other  children. 
His  eldest  daughter,  Sarah,  became  the  wife  of 
Eleazer  Folger,  brother  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Eranklin’s 
mother.  Some  of  his  descendants  intermarried 
with  the  Coffins,  Macys,  Starbucks  and  other  well- 
known  names  of  the  sea-girt  isle,  greatly  multiply- 
ing and  continuing  prosperous  down  to  our  own 
time. 

• (H)  Richard  Gardiner,  son  of  Thomas,  mar- 
ried in  1652,  Sarah  Shattuck,  born  in  1632,  and 
was  a resident  of  Salem  from  1643  to  1666,  when, 
he  and  his  wife  having  been  excommunicated  for 
attending  Quaker  meeting,  he  repaired  to  Nan- 
tucket to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  1673  he  and 
his  brother,  John,  were  sent  as  messengers  from  the 
Governor  of  New  York  to  the  people  of  Nan- 
tucket with  instructions  as  to  the  form  of  govern- 
ment for  the  island,  etc.  He  died  Jan.  23,  1688, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  in  1734.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Richard,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Deborah,  Da- 
maris, James.  Miriam,  Nathaniel,  Hope  and  Love. 

(Ill)  James  Gardiner,  son  of  Richard,  was 
born,  Alay  19,  1664,  and  married  (first)  Alary  Star- 
buck,  (second)  Airs.  Rachel  Brown,  (third)  Airs. 
Patience  Harker,  and  (fourth)  Airs.  Alary  Pink- 
ham.  Air.  Gardiner  was  a resident  of  Nantucket, 
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and  died  June  i,  1723,  his  widow,  iSlary,  dying  Feb. 
j.  1741.  His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, save  the  last  named,  were:  Samuel,  Eliza- 
beth, Jethro,  Mehetable,  Barnabas,  Jonathan  and 
James  ( born  to  the  third  wife.) 

(IV)  James  Gardiner  (2),  son  of  James,  was 
married  Sept,  i,  1724.  to  Susannah  Gardner,  born 
in  1706,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail  (Cof- 
fin) Gardner.  He  died  April  10,  1776,  and  she 
passed  away  June  9,  1781.  Their  children  were: 
Rachel,  Eliphalet,  Deborah,  Benjamin,  Susan,  He- 
hetable  and  James. 

(V)  James  Gardiner  (3),  son  of  James  (2), 
was  born  Eeb.  17,  1745,  and  married  (first)  Jan. 
24,  1771,  I’rudence  Case,  he  reported  then  of 
Swansea,  and  she  of  Rehoboth,  ]\lass.,  and  their 
children  of  Rehoboth  town  record  were : iMartha, 
Sarah,  Mary,  iMarcy,  Prudence  and  James  S. 
James  Gardiner's  second  wife  was  named  Susan- 
nah, and  there  were  born  to  this  union,  according 
to  Rehoboth  town  record,  children  as  follows:  Am- 
brose, Susan  and  Johnson,  the  latter  being  the  fa- 
ther of  the  late  Dr.  Clarence  T.  Gardner,  of  Provi- 
dence. 

(\T)  Ambrose  Gardiner,  son  of  James  (3), 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1795.  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  mason,  and  became  a skilled 
workman,  particularly  in  stucco  work,  and  was 
well  known  in  that  line.  He  resided  most  of  his 
life  in  Pawtucket,  where  at  times  he  did  consider- 
able contract  mason  work,  employing  a number  of 
men  and  apprentices,  and  at  that  place  he  died  Jan. 
30,  1870.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Pawtucket.  His  first  wife  was  Olive 
iMason,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  who  died  in  that  town, 
the  mother  of  three  children:  Joseph  iMason : 
George  A.,  who  resided  at  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
and  Albert,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  second  wife 
of  Ambrose  Gardiner  was  Mrs.  Juliette  ( Besse ) 
Warren,  a member  of  the  Besse  family  of  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  and  she  survived  her  husband  several 
years,  the  children  by  this  marriage  being:  Caro- 
line M.,  who  married  Warren  Baxter,  and  died  in 
Pawtucket,  in  March,  1905;  Charles  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Fanny  Hood,  and  resided  in  New  York  ; and 
Emma  J.,  who  married  Edmund  B.  Franklin,  and 
died  in  Pawtucket,  in  March,  1903. 

(ATI)  Joseph  Mason  Gardiner,  son  of  Am- 
brose, was  born  ( )ct.  24,  1821,  in  .Swansea,  and 
was  seven  years  of  age  when  his  mother  died,  he 
being  brought  up  by  the  family  of  his  grandfather 
Mason,  a farmer  of  Swansea.  At  an  early  age  Jo- 
seph M.  Gardiner  went  to  sea,  and  followed  that  life 
for  several  years,  part  of  which  time  was  spent  in 
the  United  States  Navy.  After  his  marriage  he 
settled  in  the  town  of  Warren,  where  he  worked  at 
the  trade  of  mason,  subsequently  engaging  in  the 
livery  business,  which  he  followed  very  successfully 
for  many  years.  For  several  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  engaged  in  mason  contract  work.  He 
died  in  Warren,  in  September,  1893,  and  was 


buried  at  Pawtucket.  Mr.  Gardiner  always  took  a 
great  interest  in  public  matters,  and  for  some  time 
served  as  sheriff  of  the  town. 

Joseph  Mason  Gardiner  married  Juliette  M. 
Warren,  born  .May  14,  1825,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Juliette  (Besse)  Warren,  and  daughter  of  the 
second  wife  of  her  father.  She  survived  her  hus- 
band and  died  in  Providence,  Nov.  14,  1894.  Their 
children  were:  (i)  Olive  B.  married  Nathan  A. 
Briggs,  of  Providence,  and  has  one  daughter.  Ad- 
die  B.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Sidney  S.  Blaisdell,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children — Sidney  B.  and  Olive 
H.  (2)  Joseph  Henry.  (3)  Georgianna  married 
(first)  Allen  Peck  and  (second)  Samuel  Thomas,, 
and  was  residing  in  Providence  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  Jan.  9,  1904.  She  left  one  son  by  her  sec- 
ond marriage,  (Jlarence,  who  married  (first)  Eva 
Taft,  and  (second)  May  Blood,  and  has  one  son. 
(4)  Sarah  M.  is  the  widow  of  William  Edmunds,, 
and  resides  in  Providence ; she  has  one  son,  Wil- 
liam, who  lives  in  New  York  State. 

(VIII)  Joseph  Henry  Gardiner,  son  of  Jo- 
seph Mason,  was  born  Feb.  4,  1846,  in  Warren,, 
and  when  a young  man  came  to  Providence,  en- 
tering the  employ  of  the  Providence  Tool  Com- 
pany. Eater,  for  a few  years,  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Earl  & Prew  as  a driver,  then  became  fore- 
man for  John  Rowley,  who  was  a dealer  in  horses 
at  the  corner  of  Fountain  and  Dean  streets.  Later 
l\Ir.  Gardiner  held  a similar  position  with  Seth 
Pierce  on  Dorrance  street,  and  for  a number  of 
years  dealt  in  horses  on  his  own  account.  He  was 
a most  excellent  judge  of  horse-fiesh.  His  death 
was  the  result  of  an  injury  received  by  a fall  from 
a vehicle  while  driving  a spirited  animal,  Oct.  27, 
1897. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  married  in  1868  at  Woon- 
socket, R.  1.,  to  Sarah  Rowena  Chace,  born  in 
Providence,  April  21,  1852,  daughter  of  John  Glad- 
ding, and  granddaughter  of  ( )tis  Chace,  who  was  a 
blacksmith  in  Providence  and  at  one  time  owned 
considerable  property  in  the  vicinity  of  Benefit  and 
.Steeple  streets.  Otis  Chace  descended  from  the  old 
Chace  family  of  Bristol,  the  early  records  of  which 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Otis  Chace 
married  Mary  Gladding,  of  another  old  family  of 
that  locality.  John  Gladding  Chace,  their  son,  was 
a harness  maker  at  Providence,  an  occupation 
which  he  was  following  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
being  the  oldest  man  engaged  at  that  vocation  at 
that  time.  He  dropped  dead  on  the  street  Nov.  6, 
1894,  being  at  that  time  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 
His  wdfe  was  Sarah  Ann  Eddy,  and  they  had  six 
children  as  follow's : William  Wallace,  of  Provi- 
dence ; Theodore  Warren,  wdio  died  in  Providence 
in  1902:  Sarah  Rowena;  Edith  Viola  Louisa,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  George  W.  Carey,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.:  IMary  Lizzie,  iMrs.  k'rank  E.  .Shawq  of 
.South  Attleboro,  Mass.;  and  John  Boyden,  also  of 
South  Attleboro. 

The  children  born  to  IMr.  and  IMrs.  Joseph  H. 
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Gardiner  were:  Fred  Oscar,  born  May  4,  1869; 
Harry  Warren,  born  Feb.  ir,  1873,  married 
Hattie  Lnm,  and  resides  in  New  York;  Annie  May, 
born  Aug.  17,  1874,  married  Howard  Greene,  ot 
Providence,  and  has  liad  children : Howard  li. 
(born  April  2,  1894,  died  Dec.  17,  1894),  Charles 
H.  (born  Oct.  17,  1895),  Florence  (born  Nov.  6, 
1899)  and  Clifford  A.  (born  April  25,  1903)  ; Lot- 
tie Mabel,  born  May  27,  1879,  married  Theron  Gal- 
loway, of  I’rovidence,  and  has  had  children;  |n- 
liette  M.  (born  Oct.  29,  1900,  died  at  the  age  of  si.x 
months),  Freddie  G.  (born  Sept.  28,  1902),  and 
Howard  (born  Nov.  25,  1903);  Jnliette  M.,  born 
June  3,  1888,  married  C.  A.  Perry,  of  Providence; 
and  Elmer  H.,  born  Sept.  21,  1891. 

(IX)  I'red  Oscar  Gardiner,  son  of  Josei)h 
Henry,  was  born  INlay  4,  1869.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  exceedingly  limited,  as  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  he  was  forced  to  leave  school  and  go  to 
work,  his  first  position  being  that  of  cash  boy  in  the 
dry  goods  store  of  Ladd  &.  Davis,  where  he  re- 
ceived a salary  of  two  dollars  per  week,  w^alking 
each  day  to  and  from  his  home  in  Manton,  a dis- 
tance of  four  miles  each  way.  He  remained  in  this 
position  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
was  employed  as  a bnndle  boy  in  the  store  of  the 
Parnaby  Clothing  Company,  later  holding  a similar 
position  in  Gould’s  corset  store  for  a year.  He  then 
became  a handy  boy  around  the  ofifice  of  the  livery 
stable  of  John  Rowley,  where  his  father  was  em- 
ployed. Young  Gardiner  was  ever  active  and  ready 
to  earn  a dollar,  and  an  instance  of  his  youthful  en- 
terprise is  seen  in  his  raising  chickens  on  a some- 
what extensive  scale  while  employed  at  Rowley’s 
establishment.  His  first  experience  in  his  ])resent 
line  was  as  a clerk  and  deliveryman  for  A.  D.  Ross, 
who  had  a market  on  High  (now  Westminster) 
street.  He  was  later  employed  by  Laban  Hodges 
in  a similar  capacity,  leaving  there  to  become  a 
clerk  in  the  market  of  Calef  Bros.,  on  North  Main 
street.  Snbsecinently  he  entered  the  employ  of  I. 
B.  Mason  & Sons,  as  a clerk,  where  he  remained 
until  1893,  and  in  this  year  he  successfully  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  meat  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  continued  alone  until  Dec.  18,  1899,  when  Fred 
M.  Tuell  was  admitted  as  a partner,  and  the  firm 
name  of  Gardiner  & Tuell  was  adopted.  This  firm 
continued  until  April,  1906,  when  the  firm  was  dis- 
solved, and  since  that  time  iMr.  Gardiner  has  con- 
tinued alone.  Mr.  Gardiner  has  never  affiliated 
himself  with  any  secret  or  fraternal  organization, 
being  fond  of  his  home  and  family,  and  a kind  and 
indulgent  husband  and  father.  His  success  in  busi- 
ness is  due  to  his  enterjmise  and  energy,  and  the  fact 
that  he  has  always  taken  care  of  his  money.  FTntil 
his  twenty-first  year  Mr.  Gardiner’s  earnings  all 
went  to  his  parents.  He  is  well  known  as  a skilled 
reinsman,  inheriting  his  love  of  horses,  no  doubt, 
from  his  father. 

On  Sept.  t8.  1892,  i\Ir.  Gardiner  married  Miss 
Lizzie  A.  iMonroe,  born  Nov.  20,  1873,  in  Provi- 


dence, daughter  of  tieorge  L.  and  .Mary  .\.  (.\ld- 
rich)  Monroe,  and  one  sen  has  been  born  to  this 
union:  fi'red  Oscar,  Jr.,  July  2,  1894. 

Mrs.  bred  (J.  (lardiner  descends  frxin  an  old 
Rhode  Island  family,  being  a granddaughter  of  Na- 
thaniel Monroe,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  1.,  and 
resided  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  I'rovidence, 
where  he  died.  He  was  the  father  of  a family  of 
fourteen  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: \\’illiam  L. ; Ida,  the  widow  of  Charles  Corp  ; 
and  Helen,  the  widow  of  ]*'rank  E.  Simmons.  All 
of  these  children  reside  in  Providence. 

(leorge  Leander  Monroe  was  born  in  I’rovi- 
dence, R.  1.,  July  20,  1845,  where  he  spent  his  en- 
tire life.  He  was  for  many  years  a brakeman  in 
the  employ  of  the  Providence  & Worcester  Rail- 
road, and  lost  his  life  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  Oct.  6, 
1895,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  the  great  Civil  war,  having  served  in 
the  2d  R.  1.  \ . 1.,  and  was  a member  of  Arnold 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  .Monroe  married  IMary  A. 
Aldrich,  born  Eeb.  29,  1848,  in  Providence.  R.  F, 
daughter  of  Cyrus  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Duckworth) 
Aldrich,  and  she  died  May  20,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Monroe  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  as 
follows:  (i)  Charles  E.,  born  Oct.  3,  1869,  mar- 
ried Amy  Ticknor,  is  a jeweler  by  occupation,  and 
resides  in  Providence.  (2)  Lizzie  A.,  born  Nov.  20. 
1872,  became  Mrs.  Ered  O.  Gardiner.  (3)  Cyrus 
A.  was  born  Oct.  29,  1883. 

JOHN  NELSON,  one  of  Newport’s  successful 
business  men,  and  a self-made  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  has  worked  his  own  way,  stej)  by  step, 
up  the  ladder  of  success.  He  was  born  in  Sweden, 
son  of  Nels  and  Olevia  (Pierson)  Nelson,  March 

25,  1855-  ^ 

Nels  Nelson  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  was 
killed  in  i860,  by  a threshing  machine.  His  widow 
survived  him  until  1887,  when  she  passed  away,  in 
her  sixty-eighth  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  only  two  of  whom  lived  to  grow  to 
maturity:  Anna,  who  married  Charles  J.  Schultz, 
of  Newport ; and  John. 

John  Nelson  received  a limited  education  in  his 
native  country,  where  he  was  compelled  to  go  to 
work  at  a very  early  age,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  his  father.  He  worked  at  farming  until  sailing 
for  .Ymerica,  via  Liverpool,  on  the  National  line, 
this  being  in  1873.  On  July  14th,  of  that  year,  he 
located  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  secured  employment 
with  James  C.  McLeish,  as  a gardener,  a position 
he  held  for  a short  time.  He  was  then  at  the  "Perry 
House”  of  Newport,  for  two  and  one-half  years, 
after  which  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  worked 
for  Riley  Brothers,  scale  manufacturers,  during  the 
centennial.  On  June  i,  1877,  he  returned  to  New- 
])ort,  and  worked  at  the  Newport  \\  ater  \\  orks  ii]) 
to  the  following  spring.  On  March  i,  1878,  he 
engaged  with  the  Newport  Gas  Light  Company,  re- 
maining with  that  firm  eleven  years,  starting  as  a 
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laborer  and  being  advanced  to  the  position  of  su- 
perintendent one  year  prior  to  his  leaving  the  com- 
pany's employ.  While  at  the  gas  works,  Air.  Nel- 
son learned  the  mason  and  brick  laying  trade,  and 
worked  for  the  city  as  a mason  for  several  months. 
In  1888  he  went  to  work  for  Barker  Bros.,  gas  and 
steam  fitters,  with  whom  he  continued  until  he  and 
Charles  E.  Beckham  purchased  the  business,  and  he 
has  continued  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Barker 
Bros.  & Co.  to  the  present  time,  being  very  suc- 
cessful. 

Air.  Nelson  is  a director  of  the  Newport  Com- 
pressed Brick  Company,  manufacturers  and  dealers 
in  crushed  stone,  roofing,  gravel,  cement,  brick,  etc., 
the  plant  being  located  at  Diamond  Hill,  R.  I.  He 
is  a member  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O. 
O.  F. ; of  Aquidneck  Encampment  No.  5,  I.  O.  O. 
E.,  and  Emma  Lodge,  No.  17,  Daughters  of  Re- 
bekah.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Swedish  So- 
ciety, Karl  XV.  Lodge,  No.  59,  of  Newport,  of 
which  he  is  president.  He  is  connected,  as  a mem- 
ber, with  the  Kay  Chapel  on  Church  street.  Air. 
Nelson  is  a stanch  Republican  in  national  affairs, 
but  in  local  matters  remains  neutral. 

On  April  12,  1877,  Air.  Nelson  married  Alary  J. 
Johnson,  of  Newport,  who  died  Oct.  26,  1900.  To 
them  were  born  children  as  follows : Anna  O.,  who 
married  William  Craig,  of  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  now 
of  Newport;  Ellen  C.,  who  married  Samuel  Nelson 
Booth,  of  Newport;  Carl  William,  who  married 
Nellie  Edwards,  of  Newport,  and  Clarence  Freder- 
ick, at  home. 

THOAIAS  WEEKS  GORTON.  It  must  be 
true  that  an  honest,  faithful,  capable  life,  considered 
even  in  its  temporal  relations,  is  not  lived  in  vain ; 
that  its  influence  is  not  as  transient  and  evanescent 
as  mere  physical  vitality,  but  that  the  progress  of 
mankind,  in  all  that  is  virtuous  and  ennobling,  is 
accelerated  by  it.  Though  the  life  of  one  man  may 
be  a small  factor  in  the  aggregate,  if  well  spent  its 
influence  is  perceptible  in  the  race  and  continues 
to  endure  for  the  good  of  mankind.  Such  a life  was 
that  of  Thomas  Weeks  Gorton. 

Air.  Gorton  was  born  Jan.  24,  1831,  in  War- 
wick, and  was  there  reared.  He  was  given  all  the 
advantages  that  the  slender  means  of  his  parents 
permitted,  and  in  time  learned  the  trade  of  cigar- 
making, which,  however,  he  did  not  follow  long. 
When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence and  formed  a partnership  with  Erastus  Cook 
in  the  stone  cutting  business,  which  was  conducted 
on  Westminster  street.  Subsequently  he  embarked 
in  the  loan  business,  beginning  in  a small  way,  and 
prospering  solely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  was 
industrious,  and  with  industry  combined  rare  busi- 
ness ability  and  absolute  integrity.  It  is  said  of  him 
that  his  verbal  pledge  was  as  good  as  his  written 
one,  and  such  was  his  standing  in  commercial  cir- 
cles that  he  might,  at  any  time,  have  secured  any 
rea.sonable  amount  of  money  with  which  to  furtlier 


a project,  without  security  or  indorsement.  While 
he  enjoyed  the  society  of  men,  and  had  a genial 
and  sunny  temperament,  his  home  attachments  were 
very  strong.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  belonging 
to  Calvary  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  Provi- 
dence, also  a member  of  Washington  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F. 

Air.  Gorton  possessed  many  of  the  physical 
traits  of  his  family,  and  was  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  proportions. 

Air.  Gorton  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to 
A1  indwell  AI.  Baker,  by  whom  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  passed  away 
April  30,  1880.  On  Jan.  25,  1884,  Air.  Gorton  was 
married  to  Evvie  Lena  Kent,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam S.  and  Phebe  (Aldrich)  Kent,  of  Johnston, 
R.  L,  and  one  daughter,  Aland  Kent,  came  to  this 
union.  She  and  her  mother  survive  Air.  Gorton, 
whose  death  occurred  Aug.  25,  1895.  He  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  North  Burying  Ground. 

HUGH  B.  BAIN  (deceased).  In  every  com- 
munity great  or  small  there  are  found  men  who,  by 
reason  of  personal  attributes,  enterprising  spirit  and 
natural  ability,  have  risen  above  their  fellows  in 
business,  social  or  public  life.  Cranston  has  had 
numerous  examples,  and  one  of  these  was  the  late 
Hugh  B.  Bain,  who  for  eighteen  years  held  the  of- 
fice of  town  treasurer. 

Hugh  and  Elizabeth  (Wdlliams)  Bain  were  the 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject.  The  former 
was  born  in  1758,  and  died  in  1828,  and  the  latter, 
born  in  1756,  died  in  1817.  The  grandparents  on 
the  maternal  side  were  Burger  and  Alargaret  (Van 
Slyck)  Huyck,  of  Holland. 

Bastian  Bain,  father  of  Hugh  B.,  was  born 
Alarch  27,  1795,  and  died  Nov.  21,  1836.  His  wife, 
Aloyca  (Huyck)  Bain,  born  Aug.  6,  1797,  died 
April  14,  1876. 

Hugh  B.  Bain  died  at  his  home  on  Cranston 
street,  Arlington,  Feb.  28,  1902,  after  a short  ill- 
ness. He  was  born  in  Kinderhook,  Columbia  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1820,  was  educated  at  the  Kinderhook 
academy  and  the  public  schools  of  Columbia  county, 
and  in  1880  established  himself  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  the  town  of  Cranston.  He  became  fa- 
miliar with  much  of  the  values  of  the  property  in 
his  adopted  town,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
the  owner  of  many  valuable  estates  there  and  in 
Providence.  His  political  life  in  Cranston  was  of 
long  standing.  In  1884  he  was  elected  town  treas- 
urer and  tax  collector  and  was  re-elected  every 
year,  holding  the  office  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  elected  in  1893  to  serve  the  town  as  Sena- 
tor in  the  General  Assembly,  and  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  in  1890,  serving  as- 
chairman  thereof  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Air. 
Bain  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  bv  the  town 
council  and  the  school  committee.  His  advice  on 
financial  matters  was  often  sought  by  both  of  these 
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bodies  and  was  freely  given.  He  was  for  many 
years  director  of  the  Jackson  Bank  of  Providence. 
During  his  eighteen  years  of  official  service,  as 
treasurer  of  the  town,  and  twelve  years  as  chair- 
man of  the  school  committee,  iMr."  Rain  came  in 
contact  with  many  of  the  citizens  of  Cranston,  and 
his  genial  manner  and  accommodating  ways  at- 
tracted to  him  many  friends.  The  interest  of  the 
town  was  his  constant  care.  He  was  a true  and 
faithful  servant  in  every  respect,  and  his  record  was 
one  of  which  to  be  proud.  The  numerous  and  beau- 
tiful floral  tributes  from  the  Fire  and  Police  de- 
partments, from  the  town  council  and  the  school 
committee  at  the  time  of  his  burial,  spoke  eloquently 
of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  of- 
ficials in  the  public  service,  and  of  their  loss  in  his 
decease. 

Mr.  Bain  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Jackson,  of  Providence.  There  was 
one  daughter,  Anna,  born  to  this  marriage.  His 
second  wife  was  Miss  Sarah  B.  Williams,  a de- 
scendant of  Roger  Wiliams,  and  by  her  three  sons 
were  born : Hugh  W.,  Edward  B.  and  Lewis  H.  Mr. 
Bain  was  for  many  years  a member  of  the  Union 
Congregational  Church  of  Providence.  Mrs.  Hugh 
B.  Bain  is  a descendant  of  (I)  James  Williams, 
Gent.,  of  England,  through  (H)  Roger  and  Mary 
(his  wife),  (HI)  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Olney),  (IV) 
Joseph  (2)  and  Lydia  (Hearndon)  (which  name 
was  changed  to  Harrington  by  some  of  their  de- 
scendants), (V)  Jeremiah  and  Abigail  (Mathew- 
son),  (VI)  Andrew  and  Lydia  ( Mathewson),  (VI I) 
Mathewson  and  Mary  (Greene),  and  (VHI)  Wil- 
liam Greene  and  Sarah  R.  (Blinn)  who  were  the 
parents  of  Sarah  (who  married  Hugh  B.  Bain), 
Martha,  Erederick  and  William. 

HOWARD  PEMBER,  superintendent  of  the 
White  Rock  Mills,  at  White  Rock,  R.  I.,  is  a well- 
known  figure  in  manufacturing  circles.  He  was 
born  at  Plymouth.  Mass.,  June  17,  1855. 

The  first  of  the  Pember  family  of  whom  we 
have  record  is  Thomas,  whose  wife’s  Christian  name 
was  Agnes. 

John  Pemher,  son  of  Thomas,  married  IMary 
Hyde,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Backus) 
Hyde. 

Elijah  Pember,  son  of  John,  married  Hannah 
Cross. 

Stephen  Pember,  son  of  Elijah,  went  from  Con- 
necticut to  Vermont,  and  died  at  Randolph,  in  the 
latter  State,  in  1827.  He  married  Sybil  Bissell, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Bissell,  who  came  from  Somer- 
setshire, England,  and  his  wife.  Elizabeth  Loomis. 

Daniel  Bissell  Pember,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  he  died  in  1876,  aged  ninety 
years  and  nine  months.  He  married  Abigail  Smith, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Abigail  (Edgerton) 
Smith.  She  was  a native  of  Randolph,  Vt.,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  1844. 

Stephen  Pember,  son  of  Daniel  Bissell  and  fa- 


ther of  Howard,  was  a native  of  Wrinont,  and  was 
one  of  the  adventurous  gold  seekers  in  California, 
in  1849.  At  Plymouth  he  had  a store  and  nine  fish- 
ing vessels,  and  also  ran  a hatting  mill  there  and  at 
Walpole,  IMass.  He  married  Almira  Bartlett,  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Plymouth. 
He  died  at  Walj)ole,  Mass.,  I'eb.  8,  1891,  aged 
sixty-three  years  and  five  months,  and  his  wi(h;w 
now  lives  with  her  son  at  White  Rock.  (Jf  their 
children,  Henry  Smith  died  in  Boston,  Dec.  28, 
1877 ; Walter  Stephen  died  at  Walpole,  Mass.,  Dec. 
“B  ^893;  Howard  is  mentioned  below;  Mabel  mar- 
ried John  B.  Ramsdell,  of  Atlantic.  Mass.;  Florence 
married  Edward  Newell,  of  iMcdfield,  Mass.;  IVIyra 
married  Wdlliam  S.  Flughes,  of  New  York  City  ; 
John  lives  in  ^tledfield.  Mass.;  Charles  makes  his 
home  in  Walpole,  IMass. ; Henry  E.  lives  at  New 
Rochelle ; and  Nathaniel  C.  is  a resident  of  Annap- 
olis, IMaryland. 

Howard  Pember  passed  his  boyhood  days  at 
Plymouth  and  at  Walpole,  Mass.  His  earliest  busi- 
ness experience  was  with  his  father  in  the  various 
mills,  and  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that  he  has  al- 
ways had  a practical  working  knowledge  of  the 
milling  business.  Eor  six  months  he  was  employed 
in  Flack  Brothers’  batting  mill  at  Cornwall,  ( )n- 
tario,  and  subsequently  in  the  Canada  Cotton  Mill  in 
the  same  town  for  three  years.  Returning  to  Wal- 
pole, Mass.,  he  was  employed  by  the  Union  Wad- 
ding Company  for  a time,  and  then  went  to  Au- 
gusta, Ga.,  to  install  some  mill  machinery  at  that 
point.  For  five  years  he  was  second  hand  in  the 
carding  room  of  the  St.  Croix  Cotton  Company  at 
Milltown,  New  Brunswick,  and  was  overseer  in  the 
carding  room  of  the  same  mill  for  one  year.  In  De- 
cember, 1887,  he  came  to  White  Rock  to  take  charge 
of  the  carding  in  the  White  Rock  IMill.  His  faith- 
ful and  efficient  service  resulted  in  his  promotion  in 
IMarch,  1894,  to  the  responsible  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  mill.  The  White  Rock  Mill  enqiloys 
325  hands,  and  the  product  is  known  as  “The  I'ruit 
of  the  Loom,”  and  is  a familiar  household  com- 
modity. Fraternallv  iMr.  Pember  belongs  to  Nar- 
ragansett  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Westerly ; and 
Ivanhoe  Encampment,  No.  44,  of  Calais.  IMaine. 

In  1878.  at  IMassena,  N.  Y..  IMr.  Pember  was 
married  to  IMiss  Ada  Anna  Salter,  who  was  born 
June  13,  1855,  at  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia.  Ten  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union,  namely;  Henry 
Lewis,  born  at  Cornwall,  Ont.,  Feb.  26,  1880,  was 
married  in  1905  to  Tina  Lona : Almira  Bartlett, 
born  at  Cornwall  ]\larch  7.  1882;  Ida  Burnham, 
born  at  IMilltown.  N.  R.,  IMarch  i.  1884;  Agnes 
Howard,  born  at  IMilltown.  N.  B.,  IMarch  22,  1886; 
Flora  Idella,  born  at  White  Rock,  R.  I..  April  26, 
1888;  Howard  Stephen,  born  at  White  Rock,  Nov. 
23,  1890;  Harry  Whiting,  born  at  White  Rock  Jan. 
13,  1893  ; Abbie  Simmons,  born  at  White  Rock  Dec. 
16,  1896;  John  Robert,  born  at  White  Rock  Sei)t. 
18,  1899;  and  Ada  Elizabeth,  born  at  V bite  Rock 
Aug.  19,  1901. 
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TURNER  ( Providcncc-Cranston  family). 
.Among-  the  inliabitants  of  the  town  of  ancient 
J’rovidence  in  the  yarly  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century  was  Joshna  Turner,  who  married  in  1725 
I'reelove  ^^’estcot,  born  jnly  i,  1702,  in  Old  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  daughter  of  Stnkeley  and  Priscilla 
(Pennett)  Westcot,  of  Warwick  and  Cranston,  and 
a descendant  of  Stnkeley  ^^'estcot  (who  was  a 
native  of  England,  born  about  1 592,  probably  in 
the  county  of  Devon  ; who  came  to  New  England 
and  was  received  as  a freeman  and  inhabitant  of 
.^alem  as  early  as  1636;  came  to  Providence  in 
1638  and  removed  to  \\'arwick  in  1648),  her  grand- 
father being  Jeremiab  Westcot.  At  this  period 
and  earlier,  there  lived  in  the  nearby  town  of  Swan- 
sea, .Mass.,  and  perhaps  adjoining  towns  of  that 
commonwealth,  some  of  the  posterity  of  Capt.  W'il- 
liam  Turner,  an  account  of  whom,  and  perhaps  to 
which  the  Providence  family  alluded  to  and  here 
treated  belong,  follows  : 

Capt.  William  Turner,  of  Dorchester  from  1642 
to  i6<')4.  removed  to  Poston,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  First  Pa])tist  Church.  He  had 
command  of  the  upper  waters  of  the  Connecticut 
river  in  King  Philii)’s  war,  surprising  the  .Indians 
.May  1 8th  at  that  place,  where  the  falls  have  since 
borne  his  name,  and  giving  them  a signal  defeat, 
but  on  the  return  he  was  surprised  and  surrounded 
at  Creen  river,  and  the  next  day  after  the  h'alls 
tight  was  killed  with  fourteen  of  his  men.  His 
first  wife,  Frances,  was  probably  tbe  mother  of 
all  bis  children.  They  were : Patience.  Thomas, 
William,  Joshua,  Josiah,  Elizabeth.  Prudence  and 
|osei)h. 

'rhrough  Josiah  and  Thomas  Turner  (above)  — 
the  latter  of  whom  was  a soldier  at  Marlboro  in 
R)75,  was  at  Bridgewater,  Scituate  and  Swansea, 
shipwright.  1678-1715,  and  who  at  a later  date 
])urchased  land  at  I'reetown — have  descended  manv 
of  the  Turners  on  either  side  of  the  line  se])arating 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  The 
children  of  Thomas  were:  (i)  Thomas,  born  in 
1682,  ])robably  settled  in  Rochester,  IMass.,  and  had 
a family  there.  (2)  William  married  Patience 
Hale,  of  Swansea,  IMass.,  in  1711,  and  settled  in 
Swansea,  where  he  was  cpiite  a large  landowner 
and  ship  builder.  Some  time  after  1748  he  re- 
moved to  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  in  1759, 
in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  He  was  the  ancestor 
of  the  distinguished  physician  in  Newport  bearing 
tbe  name.  (5)  Rebecca.  (4)  [oshua.  (5)  Caleb. 
(6)  David. 

Through  Joshua  and  Freelove  (Westcot) 
'rurner  have  descended  many  of  the  Turners  of 
Providence,  Cranston  and  vicinity,  including  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  the  late  Stephen 
and  Stnkeley  Turner  of  Cranston,  both  long  sub- 
stantial men  of  this  vicinity.  One  of  the  sons  of 
Stephen  was  the  late  Francis  S.  Turner,  one  of  the 
leading  and  most  widely  known  men  of  Cranston ; 
and  one  of  the  sons  of  Stnkeley  was  the  late  Henry 


B.  Turner,  father  of  the  present  Hon.  Henry  S. 
Turner,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Johnston. 

The  children  of  Joshua  and  Freelove  (Westcot) 
Turner  were;  Joshua,  William  and  Freelove.  The 
homestead  of  Jo.shua  and  Freelove  is  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town  of  Cranston,  upon  which 
is  the  family  burying  ground,  which  contains  the 
remains  of  generations  of  the  Turner  family.  This 
land  is  at  or  near  Searl's  Corners,  or  Oak  Lawn, 
and  is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  members  of  the 
Turner  family.  Here  died,  about  1800,  Joshua 
Turner,  in  advanced  life,  and  is  buried,  and  here 
lies  buried  also  his  wife  Freelove. 

Joshua  Turner  (2),  son  of  Joshua  and  Free- 
love, married,  and  had  children : Reuben,  .Amos 
and  Alercy. 

Reuben  Turner,  son  of  Joshua  (2),  born  about 
1755,  married  Nov.  28,  1784,  Rebecca,  born  about 
1764,  daughter  of  William  Randall.  They  died, 
he  .Aug.  II,  1799,  aged  forty-four  years,  and  she, 
Jan.  16,  1849,  eighty-live  years  (gravestone 

inscriptions)  ; both  lie  buried  in  the  family  bury- 
ing ground  alluded  to  above.  Their  children  were : 
Stephen  and  Stnkeley. 

Stephen  Turner,  son  of  Reuben  and  Rebecca 
(Randall)  Turner,  born  about  1786,  married  Hul- 
dah  Colwell,  a direct  descendant  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. Air.  Turner  was  of  the  firm  of  S.  & S. 
Turner,  which  is  said  to  have  founded  the  business 
now  conducted  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  by  the  Union 
A\’adding  Company.  Stephen  Turner  died  Sept. 
30,  1871,  aged  eighty-five  years  (gravestone  in- 
scription). ilis  children  were:  William  C.,  born 
.Aug.  I,  1815,  married  (first)  Alary  Slade,  and 
(second)  Alary  J.  Kinkhead ; Alartha  W.,  born 
Sept.  27,  1818,  married  (first)  Philip  .A.  Baker, 
and  (second)  E.  L.  Clapp;  Phebe  R.,  boui  Dec.  4, 
1820,  married  Samuel  R.  Parker,  of  Providence; 
Francis  S.  is  further  mentioned  presently;  Maria 
L.,  born  Feb.  27,  1825,  married  W illiam  Bowen, 
of  Providence;  Hannah  S.  was  born  Alarch  9, 
1827;  Cyi'us  C.  was  born  Alarch  15,  1829;  Huldah, 
born  July  ii,  1832,  married  Caleb  S.  Alann. 

Stnkeley  Turner,  son  of  Reuben  and  Rebecca 
(Randall)  Turner,  born  about  1786,  married  Oct. 
25,  1810,  Mary  Brayton,  of  Warwick,  Rhode  Is- 
land. Stnkeley  Turner  was  a manufacturer  of  cot- 
ton goods.  He  died  in  Providence,  R.  1.,  Sept.  21, 
1865,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

h'rancis  S.  Turner,  son  of  Stephen  and  Huldah 
(Colwell)  Turner,  was  born  Alarch  ii,  1823,  on 
the  Turner  homestead  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  ^the 
fourth  child  in  the  family  of  eight,  five  of  whom 
survived  him.  Air.  Turner,  after  the  usual  school- 
ing  given,  the  country  boys,  began  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself,  and  in  1848  came  into  possession 
of  what  was  then  known  as  the  Searl  farm,  at  the 
corner,  now  Oak  Lawn,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.  Pie 
married  in  the  following  year  and  soon  became  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  that  settlement.  He  was 
a farmer  ami  for  years  served  as  postmaster  at 
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that  point.  He  was  fond  of  stock  and  an 
expert  judo-e  of  horses  and  other  domestic 
animals,  and  he  took  great  pride  in  owning  fine 
stock.  Wdien  an  octogenarian  lie  could  drive  and 
handle  a pair  of  spirited  horses  better  and  with 
more  ease  than  men  many  years  younger. 

A man  of  domestic  tastes  and  habits,  of  kind 
<lisposition  and  cheerful  temperament,  Hr.  Turner 
was  greatly  beloved  in  the  home,  which  had  far 
greater  attractions  for  liini  than  club  and  public 
life.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  June  r,  1849, 
was  Sarah  J.  Alaguire,  born  Feb.  14,  1828,  a 

woman  of  superior  intellect  and  character.  They 
lived  together  in  the  old  home  alluded  to  for  fifty 
years,  where  eleven  children  were  born  to  them, 
the  following  of  whom  survived  the  father : Eu‘>-ene 
F.,  Henry  C.,  Elliott  S.,  Robert  C.,  Mary  (k  (wife 
of  Hon.  Robert  IT  Treat)  and  Agnes'  L.  The 
mother  of  these  died  A lay  4,  1894,  and  the  father 
])assed  away  Alarch  7,  1905  ; both  are  buried  on 
the  homestead  in  Cranston,  Rhode  Island. 

Henry  Turner,  son  of  Stukeley,  was  born 
in  Cranston  in  1821.  Erom  boyhood  he  was  in- 
terested in  and  connected  with  the  manufacturing- 
business,  associated  with  his  father.  For  some  years 
he  was  a resident  of  Pawtucket,  where  he'  was 
identified  with  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the 
])lace  as  a manufacturing  center,  being  himself 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  Union 
MTdding  Company.  He  died  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
<lcnce,  Oct.  7,  1857.  Air.  Turner  married,  in  1851, 
at  Pawtucket,  Alary  J.  Alathewson,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Alathewson,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  the  State.  Two  children 
came  to  this  union  ; Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  and  Henry  S.  After  her 
husband’s  death  Airs.  Turner  resided  with  her 
father,  at  the  homestead  in  Johnston,  which  was 
originally  built  ami  occupied  by  Noah  Alathewson 
and  rebuilt  bv  her  father.  She  passed  awav  in 
1886. 

Hon.  Noah  Alathewson  was  a great-grandson 
of  James  and  Hannah  (Field)  Alathewson,  the 
former  an  inhabitant  of  Providence  as  early  as 
1658,  and  a deputy  in  1680.  Noah  Alathewson 
was  born  in  1734,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years,  dying  in  1824;  a notice  of  his 
<leath  appeared  in  the  Providence  Gazette  of  June 
i6th,  of  that  year.  He  was  a prominent  man  of 
his  day,  serving  as  a recruiting  officer  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  for  several  years  a member 
of  the  Assembly,  and  for  more  than  sixty  years  as 
an  official  in  the  town  of  Johnston.  His  wife, 
Judith,  survived  him,  dying  Jan.  28,  1827,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight.  Their  children  were:  Charles, 
born  June  29,  1757;  Asa,  Sept.  4,  1758;  Lucretia, 
July  27,  1760;  Darius,  Dec.  7,  1762;  Rhoda,  Alay 
30.  1764;  Joseph,  June  12,  1767;  Benjamin,  June 
12,  1767  (twin  of  Joseph)  : Noah  and  Judith,  June 
21,  1771  ; and  Daniel,  April  27,  1777. 

Daniel  Alathewson,  son  of  Noah,  was  born 


April  27,  1777,  and  married  Dec.  17,  1798,  .Anna 
Angell,  daughter  of  .Abraham  .Angell,  of  Scituate, 
Alass.  Among  their  children  was  Alary  J.,  who 
became  tbe  wife  of  Henry  B.  d'urner"  and  tbe 
mother  of  Henry  S.  Turner. 

IlicxKv  S.  Tuk.\i:u  was  born  Alay  r,  1858,  in  the 
town  of  Johnston.  He  received  liberal  educational 
advantages,  attending  the  local  schools,  the  public 
schools  of  Providence,  Lapham  Institute,  and  the 
Scholfield  Commercial  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  He  has  since  a])plied  his  business  ability 
and  intelligent  energy  to  agriculture,  in  which  pur- 
suit he  has  been  entirely  successful.  He  and  bis 
family  reside  at  the  old  Alathew.son  homestead,  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  town  of  Johnston. 

On  June  4,  1894,  Air.  Turner  was  appointed 
cattle  commissioner  for  Providence  county,  and  has 
since  served  continuously  in  that  office,'  which  is 
a very  important  one,  as  it  has  such  direct  bearing 
upon  the  purity  of  the  milk  supi)ly  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Providence.  His  ap])ointment  to  and 
continuation  in  the  incumbency  have  been  brought 
about  solely  upon  his  merits  as  a competent  and 
intelligent  public  servant.  He  has  filled  various 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  town  of 
Johnston,  having  served  several  terms  as  a member 
of  the  town  council  and  represented  the  town  in  the 
(ieneral  Assembly,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1889. 
In  political  faith  Air.  Turner  is  a Republican,  sup- 
porting that  party  in  national  issues,  but  he  is 
thoroughly  independent  in  local  and  State  afifairs, 
placing  good  government  above  party  ties  or  party 
loyalty.  He  is  a good  citizen,  as  he  has  proved 
in  faithful  service  and  in  his  support  of  high  ideals 
and  worthy  projects.  In  November,  1907,  Air. 
Turner  was  elected  to  the  Senate  from  the  town  of 
Johnston,  being  the  candidate  of  the  Lincoln  In- 
dependent party,  and  overcoming  a Republican 
plurality. 

In  1878  Air.  Turner  married  Aliss  Ida  Alarian 
W’hipple,  who  died  in  1883.  L)n  Dec.  5,  1887,  he 
married  Aliss  Sadie  F.  Eaton,  born  June  15,  1867, 
in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Lafayette  and 
Fannie  S.  (Lester)  Eaton,  of  that  town.  To  them 
have  been  born  five  children:  Henry  E.  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  months),  Walter  R.,  Alary  E., 
Frank  A.  and  Harry  E.  Air.  and  Airs.  Turner  are 
quite  active  in  the  Free  Baptist  Church  of  Green- 
ville, and  he  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity, 
affiliating  with  Temple  Lodge  at  Greenville,  and 
Scituate  Chapter,  at  North  Scituate. 

JAAIbIS  NELLIS,  who  during  his  lifetime  was 
a worthy  citizen  of  AA’oonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  one  of 
that  city's  successful  business  men,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  1824.  son 
of  John  Nellis,  a clothier  of  that  city. 

Whatever  education  James  Nellis  obtained  was 
received  in  his  native  land,  and  he  was  but  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America,  crossing 
the  ocean  in  a sailing  vessel  in  1839.  On  locating 
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in  Boston,  iMass.,  where  he  had  a married  sister, 
he  found  employment  for  a short  time,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Whitinsville,  Hass.-,  and  obtained  em- 
ployment in  the  mills.  He  still  was  in  his  teens 
when  he  came  to  ^\'oonsocket,  which  was  then 
but  a village,  and  he  was  employed  in  the  cotton 
mill  owned  by  Hosea  Ballou,  where  he  continued 
to  work  until  the  early  fifties.  During  this  time 
he  married  l\Iary  Virginia  Vincelette  (now  spelled 
Wslet),  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Celeste  (Bissette) 
\ incelette.  During  the  gold  fever  in  California, 
Mr.  Nellis,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
bfi-ancis  X'aslet,  and  others  went  to  California,  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus,  where  he  spent  upwards  of  a 
year,  meeting  with  fair  success.  He  returned  by 
the  same  route,  with  the  intention  of  taking  his 
young  bride  to  the  gold  fields,  but  on  reaching 
W oonsocket  he  was  taken  ill,  and  on  his  recovery, 
a year  later,  gave  up  all  idea  of  going  to  California, 
and  settled  in  Woonsocket  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  accepted  the  position  of  clerk  in  the  clothing 
store  kept  by  Nathaniel  Verey,  and  after  several 
years,  having  saved  some  little  money,  he  started 
into  business  for  himself,  opening  a clothing  store 
on  Main  street,  where  he  built  up  a large  and  suc- 
cessful business.  He  built  a store  on  Main  street, 
and  also  accumulated  other  property.  In  politics 
jMr.  Nellis  was  a Democrat,  but  never  sought  pub- 
lic office.  Before  he  died  he  became  a convert  to 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  he  died  in  that  faith,  having 
lived  the  true,  honest  life  of  a Christian.  He  died 
at  his  home  on  Arnold  street,  March  lo,  1879,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Paul’s  Catholic  cemetery, 
where  a monument  marks  his  last  resting  place. 
Mrs.  Nellis  was  a member  of  the  Church  of  the 
I’recious  Blood.  She  was  born  in  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, and  came  to  WMonsocket,  in  1842,  with  her 
parents  and  other  children  of  the  family.  She 
died  Jan.  13,  1907,  and  is  also  buried  in  St.  Paul’s 
Catholic  cemetery. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Nellis:  James  and  Napoleon  died  young.  IMary 
Jane  married  Edmund  Fussier,  a salesman,  and 
they  reside  in  WMonsocket,  the  parents  of  nine 
children — J.  Waldo  (a  medical  student),  Evelyn 
B.  (a  school  teacher  in  W’oonsocket) , Frederick  R. 
(a  salesman  of  WMonsocket),  John  E.,  Ella  E., 
Arthur  E.,  Helen  Nellis,  Mabel  Celina  and  Thelma 
Bernadette.  John  Edward  Nellis  was  born  in 
Woonsocket  in  1867.  attended  the  public  schools 
and  the  Academy  of  Providence,  grew  to  manhood, 
and  in  his  earlier  years  was  engaged  in  portrait 
work.  He  later  gave  his  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  mother’s  estate,  with  whom  he  resided 
all  his  life.  He  was  fond  of  music,  being  a per- 
former of  no  small  ability.  He  was  a great  reader 
and  student,  and  his  life  gave  promise  of  a bril- 
liant future.  lie  was  greatly  devoted  to  his 
mother,  and  died  with  her  name  on  his  lips,  July  20, 
1904,  after  an  illness  of  several  months.  He  was 
a young  man  of  strict  moral  character,  a good 


Catholic,  and  a true  Christian,  popular  with  all, 
and  his  death  occasioned  great  sorrow  to  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

MARTIN  SIDNEY  SIMITH,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  regarded  citizens  of  the 
old  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  descends  from  the 
ancient  family  of  Providence  Smiths  who  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  Christopher  Smith, 

(I)  Christopher  Smith  was  a Rhode  Island  set- 
tler before  1655,  is  more  fully  mentioned  else- 
where. From  him  IMartin  Sidney  Smith  traces 
his  line  through  (II)  Edward,  (III)  Joseph,  (IV) 
Jacob,  (\’)  Jeremiah,  (\T)  Israel,  and  (VII) 
Martin. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Smith  in  1785  bought  of  Edward 
and  John  Howland  175  acres  of  land  in  the  north- 
west part  of  Scituate,  and  removed  to  that  property, 
on  which  he  erected  a house  and  made  other  im- 
provements. 

(VI)  Israel  Smith,  son  of  Jeremiah,  married 
Amey  Phillips,  and  to  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing named  children  : IMartin  ; Henry  C.,  who  mar- 
ried a Miss  Moon,  and  removed  to  Michigan, 
where  he  left  descendants ; Canton,  who  married 
(first)  a l\liss  Angell  and  also  became  a resident 
of  Michigan ; Russell,  who  died  unmarried  in 
Scituate ; Statira,  who  married  Alexander  Haw- 
kins ; Waity ; and  Elsie,  who  married  John  Ran- 
dall, of  Scituate. 

(VH)  Martin  Smith  was  born  in  Scituate 
March  30,  1800,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  his 
son  Martin  S.,  and  was  there  reared.  There  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  fruit  culture,  being  particu- 
larly successful  and  well  informed  in  the  latter 
branch  of  agriculture,  and  he  also  did  an  extensive 
lumbering  business,  making  a specialty  of  supply- 
ing spiles  and  fenders  for  use  in  dock  and  wharf 
construction.  He  provided  these  for  the  Provi- 
dence City  Wharf  and  for  the  old  India  Point 
Bridge'.  Mr.  Smith  led  a life  of  great  usefulness 
and  activity,  a credit  to  himself  and  to  his  pos- 
terity, and  being  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  business  ability  was  for  many  years 
a familiar  and  popular  figure  throughout  a wide 
area,  becoming  especially  well  acquainted  in  the 
])ursuit  of  his  lumbering  interests.  He  was  of 
strong,  rugged  physical  mold,  and  during  his  prime 
weighed  nearly  or  quite  two  hundred  pounds. 
Though  his  time  was  pretty  well  taken  up  with  his 
various  business  enterprises,  and  he  had  no  particu- 
lar inclination  toward  a pul)lic  career,  he  filled 
numerous  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust,  serv- 
ing as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1868 
and  for  some  time  as  a member  of  the  Scituate 
town  council.  In  political  opinion  he  was  first  a 
M’hig  and  later  a Republican.  Mr.  Smith  died 
Dec.  19,  1870. 

INIartin  Smith  was  married  in  1822  to  IMary 
.Smith,  a woman  of  intelligence  and  character,  who 
was  born  Dec.  5,  1803.  and  died  Jan.  30,  1859. 
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Slie  was  a daughter  of  Ziba  and  Lydia  Water- 
man Smith,  and  on  the  paternal  side  was  like  her 
husband  a descendant  of  Christopher  Smith,  her 
line  from  him  being  through  (II)  Edward,  (111) 
Joseph,  (IV)  Joseph,  (\0  Simon  and  (VI)  Ziba. 
On  the  maternal  side  she  was  a descendant  of 
Roger  Williams,  her  mother  being  a daughter  of 
Andrew  Waterman,  who  was  born  in  1734  and  died 
in  Smithfield  March  6,  1812.  He  traced  his  line 
back  to  Richard  Waterman,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
America,  whose  son,  Resolved,  married  Marcy, 
daughter  of  Roger  Williams. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  IMrs. 
Smith:  (i)  Stephen  Waterman  was  born  Nov. 

10,  1823.  (2)  Edward,  born  Nov.  20,  1825,  lo- 

cated in  Colorado  in  1849  and  married  there  iti 
1867.  He  also  lived  in  Montana  and  at  various 
points  in  the  far  West,  following  mining  and  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  He  died  in  1890,  leaving  a family 
as  follows:  Addie  Lee,  iMary,  Olive,  Frank,  and 
Edward,  all  living  in  the  West  except  Edward, 
who  is  deceased.  (3)  Lydia  Waterman,  born  Aug. 
14,  1827,  married  William  L.  Allen  and  had  two 
children,  Edward  L.  and  Carrie.  They  resided  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (4)  Henry,  born  June  19,  1829, 
died  at  Topeka,  Kans.,  where  he  left  descendants. 
(5)  Amasa,  born  June  ii,  1831,  married  Nancy 
Calvert,  and  now  lives  in  Massachusetts.  They 
had  children:  Frank,  George,  Amasa  L..  Charles 
R.  and  IMary,  all  living  except  the  eldest.  (6) 
Mary  E.,  born  June  13,  1834,  died  in  youth.  (7) 
Harriet,  born  Oct.  21,  1835,  married  George  Fislier 
of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  died  in  1868,  leaving 
two  children,  Billings  B.  and  Hiram,  both  of  whom 
are  residents  of  Michigan.  (8)  Galatea  and  (9) 
Margaret  died  in  infancy.  (10)  Charles  B.  resides 
in  Montana,  where  he  has  been  a rancher  for  years, 
(ii)  Martin  Sidney  is  mentioned  below.  (12) 
Mary  died  in  infancy. 

(VHI)  Martin  Sidney  Smith  was  born  in  Scit- 
uate,  at  the  old  homestead  which  he  now  occupies, 
Dec.  21,  1844,  and  there  he  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  .manhood.  He  attended  the  country  schools 
and  received  good  advantages  for  an  education, 
which  he  appreciated  and  improved,  not  neglecting 
his  books  or  literary  opportunities.  For  a time 
he  was  a sfudent  at  the  old  Smithville  Academy, 
and  he  finally  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1867,  re- 
ceiving the  degrees  of  A.  B.  and  A.  M.  from  that 
institution.  Meantime,  however,  the  Civil  war 
had  broke  out,  and  he  manifested  his  patriotism 
by  entering  the  Lmited  States  service,  becoming 
an  officer  in  the  14th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island 
Heavy  Artillery,  which  later  became  the  nth 
Regiment,  United  States  Artillery.  On  Jan.  8, 
1864,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of 
Company  K,  and  he  was  appointed  acting  quarter- 
master of  the  3d  Battalion  in  July,  1865,  and  regi- 
mental quartermaster  in  September  of  the  same 
vear. 


Leaving  the  army  with  an  honorable  record 
Mr.  Smith  completed  his  college  course,  and  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  business  and  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  For  some  three  vears  he  was 
located  at  Blackfoot,  Mont.  Subsequently  he  was 
similarly  occupied  for  a number  of  years  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  in  1876  returned  to  his  native 
town,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit 
culture  at  the  old  homestead. 

Since  1874  Mr.  Smith  has  figured  quite  promi- 
nently in  the  affairs  of  his  section.  In  that  year  he 
became  a member  of  tbe  State  Assembly,  serving 
one  term.  In  1878  he  was  again  elected,  and  for 
the  following  five  years,  until  1883,  continued  as 
the  representative  from  Scituate.  From  1879 
1883  he  served  as  a trial  justice,  and  previously, 
in  1878,  he  was  a member  of  the  town  council.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Senate  and 
was  again  chosen  in  1893.  Li  1890-91  he  was  the 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Scituate  and  in  many 
other  ways  has  been  identified  with  the  public  life 
of  his  town.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  a member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Providence,  and  is  a Grand  Army  man, 
having  been  a member  of  Prescott  and  Rodman 
Posts,  respectively,  since  1867.  As  a man  ]Mr. 
Smith  is  noted  for  his  honesty  and  sincerity  of 
purpose,  integrity  of  character,  and  punctilious  ad- 
herence to  every  obligation  of  private  or  business 
life.  He  is  modest  in  his  demeanor,  pure  in  his 
life,  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  in  all  ways  an 
enlightened,  patriotic  and  able  citizen. 

On  Feb.  13,  1880,  Mr.  Smith  married  iMarcella 
Dexter,  who  was  born  July  16,  1861,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Dexter,  and  to  this  union  have  come  five 
children:  Howard  D.,  born  July  27,  1881,  began 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  took  a prepara- 
tory course  at  Kingston,  and  finished  at  Brown 
University  and  Tufts  College,  graduating  from 
the  former  in  the  class  of  1903  with  the  degree  of 
A.  M.,  and  from  the  latter  in  1906,  when  he  took 
the  degree  of  Ph.  D. ; Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
28,  1882,  died  in  1902  after  years  of  ill  health ; 
Lydia  \\h  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1885:  Benjamin  H., 
June  12,  1888;  and  Helen  ]\I.,  Aug.  13,  1890.  The 
younger  children  are  attending  the  State  Normal 
and  Providence  high  schools. 

WILLIAM  EASTON  is  of  Scottish  birth  and 
ancestry,  and  is  a typical  representative  of  the  race 
from  which  he  springs.  His  grandfather,  who 
was  also  named  William,  was  born  in  Scotland 
about  1778.  In  1842  he  and  his  sons  William  and 
James  came  to  America,  with  their -families,  and 
here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
1851,  in  Greenville,  R.  I.  His  wife  survived  him 
some  years.  They  had  three  sons.  Thomas,  James 
and  William,  of  whom  Thomas  was  killed  when  a 
comparatively  young  man,  on  the  old  Worcester 
and  Lonsdale  railway,  when  it  was  in  course  of 
construction. 
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William  Easton,  son  of  William  and  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  in  his  ymith 
such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  hy 
the  schools  near  his  home  in  Paisley,  not  far  from 
(llasgow.  He  married  Jeanette,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel (iardner,  a farmer  of  the  same  community, 
and  a short  time  after  the  birth  of  their  son  Wil- 
liam the  young  couple,  with  Mr.  Easton’s  father 
and  brother,  and  their  families,  came  to  America. 
They  first  located  in  Massachusetts,  later  coming 
to  Rhode  Island  and  residing  for  some  time  in 
( ireenville,  where,  as  previously  mentioned,  the 
elder  William  Easton  died  in  1851.  William 
Ifaston  (2)  engaged  in  farming  and  manufacturing 
for  some  years,  and  was  known  as  a man  of  thrift 
and  enterprise.  In  disposition  he  was  quiet,  and 
singularly  domestic  in  his  tastes,  his  many  gracious 
(pialities  being  best  known  to  those  whose  jjleasure 
it  was  to  know  him  intimately,  for  though  he  was 
unassuming  in  manner  he  was  a man  of  high  moral 
and  intellectual  mold.  He  died  in  1862,  and  his 
wife  survived  him  a number  of  years,  during  which 
time  she  maintained  the  homestead  at  Greenville 
until  in  her  latter  }ears  she  made  her  home  with 
her  children:  her  death  occurred  in  1893.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Easton  were  both  perfect  examples  of 
the  general  high  character  of  Scotch  citizen- 
shi])  and  were  particularly  attached  to  each  other 
and  to  their  home  associations.  They  liad  children 
as  follows:  Isabelle,  born  in  1836,  married  Ottis 
W'ood,  of  Harrisville,  and  is  now  deceased:  Jean- 
ette. l)orn  in  1840.  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Tourtellot, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere : 'Whlliam  was  born 
April  13.  1842:  iNlarv  died  earlv  in  life:  iMargaret, 
l)orn  in  1846.  is  iMrs.  Elisha  I’urlingame,  of  Provi- 
dence: Martha,  born  in  1851.  married  Albert  N. 
M'hite. 

William  Easton,  born  April  13,  1842,  in  Scot- 
land. was  but  a few  months  old  when  brought  to 
America  by  his  ])arents,  and  was  reared  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  thrifty,  industrious,  j^rogressive  stock 
from  which  he  sprang  was,  perliaps,  responsible 
for  his  early  beginning  at  self  maintenance,  for 
at  the  age  of  nine  years  he  was  at  work  in  a woolen 
factory.  During  the  school  season  he  attended, 
though  not  regularly,  but  took  advantage  of  every 
o]4)ortunity  afforded  to  add  to  his  fund  of  learn- 
ing. and  so  well  did  he  succeed  in  his  ambition  to 
ac(|uire  an  education  that  at  twenty  he  was  teach- 
ing. He  followed  that  calling  for  a short  time, 
and  meanwhile  attended  the  Normal  School  at 
Pristol,  of  which  Joshua  Kendall  was  then  princi- 
])al.  Later  he  became  interested  in  gun  making, 
and  was  employed  in  that  line  for  some  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  trade,  in  which  he  continued 
until  his  retirement.  Like  other  members  of  his 
family  he  is  a man  of  sturdy  intellect,  a lover  of 
and  believer  in  good  reading,  and  though  decidedly 
domestic  in  his  habits  and  desires  delights  in  chosen 
companionship.  His  greetings  are  uniform  and 
friendlv;  in  his  ordinary  relations  and  contact  with 


his  fellow  men  he  is  quiet  and  modest,  with  his  in- 
timate friends  frank,  genial  and  confiding.  He  is 
strong,  deliberate,  candid  and  truthful,  and  punc- 
tilious in  his  adherence  to  obligations. 

On  Aug.  13,  1868,  ]Mr.  Easton  married  Ann 
Eliza  Tourtellot,  a daughter  of  William  Tourtellot, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  Col.  Erank  T.  Easton  and  Charles  Gardner 
Easton. 

Col.  Erank  T.  Easton  was  born  June  18,  1869, 
and  was  graduated  from  Prown  University  with  the 
class  of  1902,  after-  which  he  became  associated 
with  the  editorial  staff  of  the  New  York  Tribune. 
Meantime  he  also  attended  the  New  York  Law 
School,  his  inclination  being  toward  the  law  rather 
than  journalism,  but  a severe  illness  of  his  father 
rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  terminate  his 
studies  and  labors  in  New  York  and  on  his  return 
to  Providence  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon. 
Walter  \hncent.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Provi- 
dence Bar  in  1897.  During  the  years  of  his  practice 
in  the  city  he  has  gained  a compensating  and  i)er- 
manent  clientage,  which  is  steadily  increasing  and 
promises  to  widen  with  his  experience  and  with  his 
fuller  and  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
public.  In  his  profession  he  is  characterized  by  sig- 
nal industry,  plodding  investigation,  scrutinizing  re- 
search and  a determination  to  familiarize  himself 
with  the  legal  principles  involved  in  the  trial  of 
cases.  He  married  Emily  Isabelle,  daughter  of 
N’alentine  Aleader,  of  Gentral  Ealls,  R.  I.,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Erances.  Colonel  Easton  is  a 
Re])ublican,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  election 
to  the  State  Legislature  for  a term,  though  he  has 
had  no  particular  aspirations  of  a ]x)litical  nature 
so  far. 

Charles  Gardner  Easton,  the  younger  son  of 
William  Easton,  was  born  in  Providence  Aug.  27, 
1871.  He  attended  the  city  schools  and  received  a 
thorough  commercial  training  at  one  of  the  best  in- 
stitutions of  that  kind,  and  at  present  is  engaged  as 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Fireman’s  Insurance  Com- 
pany. He  is  a resident  of  Providence,  and  is  mar- 
ried to  ]\Iary  Louise  Owen,  daughter  of  Sabin 
( )wen,  of  Central  Falls,  Rhode  Island. 

CAPT.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON* CONLEY. 
pro])rietor  of  the  “Block  Island  Hotel”  and  one  of 
the  best  known  seafaring  men  in  this  part  of  Rhode 
Island,  was  born  on  Block  Island  Aug.  21,  1838. 
The  Conleys  are  of  English  origin,  and  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  Captain  was  a native  of  London, 
and  was  a seafaring  man,  who  landed  at  Block  Is- 
land, there  married  and  settled  down. 

Philander  Conley,  grandfather  of  Capt.  George 
W..  was  born  on  Pdock  Island,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood.  Fishing  was  his  chief  occupation,  and  he 
owned  a number  of  boats.  His  home  was  made 
near  the  old  harbor.  ‘He  was  buried  in  the  Central 
Cemeterv  on  the  Island.  His  wife,  Waity  Dodge, 
was  also  a native  of  the  Island.  She  died  at  Fair- 
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haven,  Mass.,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  and  her  re- 
mains were  brought  back  to  the  Island,  and  laid  be- 
side her  husband.  Their  children  were:  James 
Madison,  who  died  in  New  ^’ork  State;  George 
Washington;  Edward,  who  died  on  lUock  Island; 
W'illiam,  who  died  on  P.lock  Island’;  Dolly,  who 
married  Silas  Mitchell,  of  Block  Island;  Mary,  who 
married  Jerard  Brown,  of  South  Kingstown ; and 
Jernsha,  who  married  a Tingley. 

George  Washington  Conley,  son  of  Philander 
and  father  of  George  Washington  (2),  was  born  on 
the  Island,  where  he  grew  to  maturity,  and  followed 
fishing  from  early  boyhood.  He  also  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  farming.  With  his  family  he  went 
to  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  where  he  settled  on  a thirty- 
acre  tract  of  land,  and  made  his  home  for  about 
ten  years.  He  died  in  the  early  seventies  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  His  remains  rest  in  Central 
Cemetery  on  Block  Island.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican.  He  married  Lucia  Dodge, 
who  was  born  on  Block  Island,  Jan.  16,  1817, 
daughter  of  Caleb  W.  and  Elizabeth  Dodge,  and  is 
still  living,  now  in  her  ninety-first  year,  at  her 
home  on  Block  Island,  taking  care  of  herself  and 
transacting  all  of  her  own  business.  To  George 
W^ashington  and  Lucia  (Dodge)  Conley  were  born 
children  as  follows : Samuel,  a sea  captain,  now 
deceased ; Capt.  George  Washington ; Anna  Be- 
thena,  who  married  Percival  Littlefield,  and  resides 
in  Cumberland  ; Phineas,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Granston,  R.  I. ; Louisa  H.,  who  married  Frank 
Camm,  of  New  York  State ; and  Wayland,  de- 
ceased. 

Capt.  George  Washington  Conley,  son  of  George 
Washington,  attended  the  local  schools  of  his  native 
town  until  he  was  fifteen,  when  he  went  to  sea,  ship- 
ping before  the  mast  on  the  packet  running  between 
Providence  and  Baltimore,  under  Capt.  Dawson. 
He  stayed  on  this  boat  a short  time,  and  then  ship- 
ped on  vessels  engaged  in  the  coast  trade.  Later 
he  became  mate  on  the  schooner  “‘John  L.  Darling,” 
owned  by  Seth  Adams,  of  Providence,  and  on  this 
he  served  two  years  and  then  became  master.  He 
was  next  master  of  the  schooner  ‘“White  Foam,” 
for  some  time,  leaving  that  to  become  master  of 
the  “Ocean  Bride,”  plying  between  Providence  and 
Baltimore  in  the  coast  trade.  He  remained  in  charge 
of  this  boat  ten  years,  and  during  the  Civil  war  slie 
was  chartered  by  the  government  and  was  used  in 
the  commissary  department.  After  leaving  the 
“Ocean  Bride”  Capt.  Conley  remained  on  Block  Is- 
land, and  formed  a partnershi])  with  the  late  Nich- 
olas Ball  to  carry  on  a mercantile  business  at  the 
old  harbor.  This  they  did  for  a period  of  six 
vears  with  great  success,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  Ca])t.  Conley  Iniilt  the  three-masted  schooner 
“Henrv  R.  Congdon”  and  as  master  and  part 
owner  engaged  again  in  the  coast  trade,  sailing 
from  Providence  to  ])oints  along  the  Atfimtic 
coast  in  the  South.  At  the  end  of  two  years  ill 


health  obliged  him  to  give  ni)  active  work  for  a 
time,  and  he  returned  home.  When  able  he  re- 
sumed his  life  on  the  water  as  capta'in  of  a small 
trading  schooner,  and  for  several  ^•ears  was  en- 
gaged in  the  local  trade. 

In  the  early  eighties  Capt.  Conley  became  the 
organizer  of  the  company  that  built  the  well  known 
steamer  ““George  W.  Danielson.”  He  solicited  sub- 
scriptions and  superintended  the  construction  at 
IMystic,  Conn.  After  the  vessel  was  launched  he 
was  captain,  and  for  eighteen  years  he  guided  this 
vessel  between  Block  Island  and  Providence  and 
Newport.  During  this  time  he  was  also  agent 
and  manager  for  the  company  which  carried  the 
United  States  mail  between  the  above  named 
places.  He  has  since  .sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
vessel,  as  have  others  among  the  stockholders, 
and  the  vessel  is  now  owned  chiefly  by  the  town 
of  New  Shorcham.  Capt.  Conley  is  now  living  re- 
tired from  the  active  life  of  the  sea,  but  his  native 
energy  finds  its  outlet  in  the  hotel  business.  In 
1883  he  opened  the  ““Block  Island  Hotel”  near 
the  old  harbor,  being  among  the  first  to  start  in  the 
hotel  business.  He  has  been  very  successful,  and 
he  has  many  warm  friends  among  those  who  come 
to  the  island  for  the  summer  months.  He  al.so 
owns  a tract  of  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  culti- 
vates, and  he  and  his  son  are  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business. 

Capt.  Conley  is  a stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  served  as  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  three  years,  being  elected  first  in  1889. 
He  was  a member  of  the  committee  on  Fisheries, 
and  for  a time  its  chairman.  For  twelve  years  he 
^ierved  his  town  as  a member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  for  over  thirty  years  has  been  an  active  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Chnrch. 

The  Captain  has  been  twice  married.  He  first 
wedded  Isabelle  E.  Dodge,  daughter  of  Hiram 
Hiram  Dodge,  and  she  died  in  1878,  leaving  four 
children,  namely : Addie  E.,  who  married  Ray  G. 
Lewis,  of  Block  Island  ; Annie  J.,  who  married  Dr. 
J.  C.  Champlin,  of  Block  Island ; Hattie  D.,  a 
school  teacher  in  Providence ; and  Jennie  B.,  who 
married  Peleg  B.  Aldrich,  of  Northbridge,  ^lass. 
For  his  second  wife  Capt.  Conley  married  IMaria 
C.  Payne,  widow  of  Ray  I’ayne,  and  daughter  of 
Christopher  Champlin.  To  the  second  union  was 
born  one  child,  George  IT,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  with  his  father,  and  who  married 
Elinor  Peckham,  daughter  of  Michael  Peckham, 
and  has  five  children,  Wayland,  Raymond.  Elinor, 
and  Horton  and  Harold  (twins).  By  her  first 
marriage  IMrs.  Conley  has  a son  Elmer,  purscr 
of  the  steamer  “New'  Shoreham.”  who  married 
( first)  Cassie  Dodge,  and  ( second)  Daisy  Killroy. 

FRANK  LESLIE  DAY,  ^I.  D.,  a distinguished 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  engaged  in  an 
extensive  practice  at  Providence,  R.  1.,  was  born 
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Aug.  t8,  1856,  in  Attleboro,  i\Iass.,  son  of  James 
Sweetland  and  Ann  Eliza  (Holmes)  Day. 

Dr.  Day's'  early  education  was  secured  in  the 
public  school  of  his  native  town,  and  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  North  Attleboro  high  school  in 
1872.  On  account  of  his  health  he  was  not  per- 
mitted to  pursue  a college  course  at  that  time,  and 
for  several  years  was  engaged  in  business  in 
Keene,  N.  H.,  but  under  a private  tutor,  in  1880, 
he  was  prepared  for  college,  and  in  1881  entered 
Itrown  University,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1885,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  In 
1888  he  received  his  Master's  degree,  and  in  1889 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University.  In 
1887  he  was  house  surgeon  in  the  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital, Boston;  in  1888  was  made  interne  of  the 
Boston  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  in  July  of  the  latter 
vear  he  was  made  house  surgeon  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  one 
and  a half  years.  In  March,  1890,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Providence,  with 
office  at  No.  240  Benefit  street,  where  he  was  lo- 
cated for  several  years,  later  removing  to  No.  72 
3\'aterman  street.  He  was  librarian  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Hospital  from  1890  to  1902;  has  been  physi- 
cian to  the  out-patients’  department  of  that  insti- 
tution since  1891  ; has  been  visiting  physician  to 
St.  Joseph's  Hospital  since  its  establishment ; and 
was  physician  to  St.  IMary’s  Orphanage,  the  Shel- 
ter for  Colored  Children,  State  Home  and  School 
and  the  House  for  Aged  Colored  Women.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  tbe  Rhode  Island  INIedical 
Society,  the  Providence  Medical  Association,  the 
Friday  Evening  Medical  Club  and  others.  He 
has  contributed  various  valuable  papers  to  profes- 
sional literature,  of  which  “Intubation  of  the  Lar- 
ynx,” published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society,  1890,  “A  case  of  Pan- 
creatitis,” published  in  the  same  Transactions, 
1892,  and  “A  Case  of  Akromegalia,”  published 
in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
April  20,  1893,  are,  perhaps,  the  best  known. 
For  several  years  Dr.  Day  was  secretary 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  and 
prior  to  that  of  the  Providence  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  was  president  in  1905.  He  is  also 
connected  with  the  American  Medical  Association, 
the  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Associa- 
tion of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United  States, 
the  Executive  council  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
Club,  Harvard  Medical  Alumni  Association,  Hope 
Club,  University  Club,  Agawam  Hunt  Club  and 
the  Art  Club  of  Providence.  Dr.  Day  is  consult- 
ing physician  to  the  Rhode  Island  Militia,  and  has 
held  the  rank  of  major  for  a number  of  years. 

ANTHONY.  The  Anthony  family  to  which 
Mrs.  Delaney  G.  Rice,  of  Providence,  belongs,  is 
descended  from 

(I)  John  Anthony  (or  Anthonie,  as  he  wrote 


it),  who  was  the  founder  of  the  name  in  New 
England.  He  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife, 
Susannah,  April  16,  1634,  in  the  ship  “Hercules,” 
J.  Kiddy,  master.  He  had,  says  Savage,  previously 
lived  in  the  beautiful  village  of  Hempstead,  near 
London.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  July  14,  1640,  and  soon  afterward 
was  elected  corporal  in  a military  company.  On 
Sept.  14,  1644,  his  land  was  assigned  to  him  at  a 
place  called  “Wadding  River,”  and  on  May  25, 
1655,  he  was  chosen  b}’  the  General  Court  one  of  the 
two  persons  authorized  by  law  to  keep  houses  of 
entertainment  in  Portsmouth.  He  was  a commis- 
sioner in  1661,  and  a deputy  from  1666  to  1672. 
He  died  July  28,  1675,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
leaving  five  children — John,  Joseph,  Abraham,  Su- 
sannah and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  John  Anthony,  son  of  John,  born  in  1642, 
died  Oct.  20,  1715.  He  married  (first)  Frances 
Woodle,  born  July  6,  1652,  died  Oct.  12,  1692, 
daughter  of  William  and  ^lary  Woodle,  of  the 
original  purchasers,  with  Samuell  Gorton,  of  War- 
wick, R.  I.  John  and  Frances  (Woodle)  Anthony 
had  nine  children:  John,  born  June  28,  1671,  died 
before  1699;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  28,  1673,  died  Dec. 
16,  1709;  William,  born  July  18,  1676,  died  Nov. 
9>  U57;  Susannah,  born  Jan.  i,  1679,  died  in  1698; 
Mary,  born  June  16,  1681,  died  Dec.  8,  1684; 
Sarah,  born  Oct.  i,  1683,  died  May  13,  1684; 
Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  14,  1686;  Alice,  born  April 

26,  1689;  and  Samuel,  born  Oct.  8,  1691.  John 
Anthony  married  for  his  second  wife,  Jan.  3,  1694, 
Susannah  Albro,  and  had  three  children : Albro, 
born  Sept.  25,  1694;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  i,  1697, 
and  John,  born  Dec.  16,  1698-99. 

(III)  Albro  Anthony,  son  of  John,  born  Sept. 
25,  1694,  married  June  30,  1727,  Susannah  Hefifer- 
nan,  and  to  this  union  were  born : Elizabeth,  April 

27,  1728;  Sarah,  Nov.  23,  1730;  John,  Oct.  2, 
1732;  William,  Sept.  14,  1734;  Samuel,  July  23, 
1736;  Joseph,  Dec.  18,  1738,  and  Mary,  born  June 

30,  1743- 

I IV)  William  Anthony,  son  of  Albro,  born 
Sept.  14,  1734,  married  Alice,  and  their  children 
were:  William,  born  Jan.  10,  1773;  Albro,  born 
Aug.  17,  1775;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  17,  1777; 
Alice,  born  March  15,  1781  ; Hannah,  July  4,  1783; 
and  James,  Nov.  6,  1785. 

(V)  Albro  Anthony,  son  of  William,  born 
Aug.  17,  1775,  married  Sarah  Fry,  and  their  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Warwick,  were : Lucy  Ann, 
March  2,  1800;  Deborah  Fry,  Dec.  30,  1801;  Al- 
fred, Sept.  20,  1805 ; and  Henry,  Aug.  26,  1806. 

(VI)  Hox.  Alfred  Anthony,  son  of  Albro, 
born  Sept.  20,  1805,  given  his  schooling  in  the 
public  schools  of  Apponaug,  R.  L,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  limited  to  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
“three  R’s”  only.  W'hen  a mere  boy  he  went  to 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  tanner’s  trade, 
and  at  that  early  period  of  life  conceived  the  idea 
of  becoming  a rich  man,  making  every  effort  with 
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tliat  purpose  in  view.  He  returned  to  Rhode  Is- 
land after  learning  the  trade,  and  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  various  tanners.  About  1824  he 
was  connected  with  Samuel  Irons  and  Ehenezer 
Walker  in  Olneyville,  in  the  tanning  of  sheep 
skins,  and  this  business  was  -carried  on  opposite 
what  is  now  No.  1417  Westminster  street.  This 
partnership  was  continued  for  some  time,  and  in 
the  prosecution  thereof  Mr.  Anthony  would  drive 
into  the  country  with  his  horse  and  wagon  and  buy 
his  own  hides,  pulling  the  wool  from  his  own 
sheepskins.  Samuel  Irons  retired  from  this  part- 
nership and  removed  to.  North  Scituate,  where  he 
manufactured  boots  for  William  and  George 
Browning,  and  while  working  there  he  formed  a 
new  partnership  with  IMr.  Anthony,  they  hiring 
the  tannery  of  a Mr.  Pettis  in  Olneyville,  in  which 
both  had  worked  before.  In  1835-36-37  they  se- 
cured control  of  and  operated  the  tannery  of  a 
]Mr.  Medbury,  of  Wellington,  Mass.  In  this  under- 
taking, Mr.  Anthony  remained  at  Olneyville  and 
purchased  hides,  while  Mr.  Irons  operated  the 
tannery.  Mr.  John  Pettis  died  in  1838,  and  Mr. 
Anthony  and  his  partner  purchased  this  tannery  the 
following  year  from  the  estate,  the  firm  then  being 
known  as  Anthony  & Irons.  Later  it  bedtime  Al- 
fred Anthony  ,&  Co.,  and  the  firm  continued  busi- 
ness until  1868,  when  Mr.  Irons  died.  Mr.  Anthony 
continued  to  operate  the  tannery  for  the  rest  of  hi^ 
life. 

In  his  later  years  Mr.  Anthony  saw  his  youthful 
determination  to  become  rich  fully  fulfilled,  as  he 
left  a large  estate  to  his  relatives.  He  was  fond 
of  books,  especially  the  works  of  Shakespeare 
and  Cowper,  and  was  more  than  usually  well  in- 
formed. He  was,  withal,  a most  benevolent  man, 
and  very  charitable.  Remembering  his  own  early 
struggles,  he  took  a great  interest  in  poor  young 
men,  and  helped  many'  who  were  worthy  to 
get  a start  in  a business  way.  Throughout  all  of 
the  earlier  years  of  his  struggles,  he  found  a most 
capable  helpmate  in  his  wife,  and  both  have  left 
to  their  descendants  a legacy  of  sweet  remem- 
brance. He  was  president  of  the  Jackson  Bank  for 
a number  of  years,  and  was  a director  in  the  Sav- 
ings Bank. 

An  editorial  in  the  Providence  Journal,  June 
23,  1882,  says : “Hon.  Alfred  Anthony  died  at  his 
residence  in  Olneyville,  June  22,  1882,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight years.  Mr.  Anthony  was  long  promi- 
nent in  business  and  financial  circles,  where  his 
sound  judgment  and  sagacity  were  much  esteemed. 
He  was  a leading  Democratic  politician,  having 
great  influence  with  his  party,  which  has  so  often 
been  desirous  of  electing  him  governor  that  the 
title  was  not  infrequently  attached  to  his  name.  He 
represented  the  town  of  Johnson  in  the  Senate  of 
the  General  Assembly  for  several  years,  and  was 
a valuable  member  of  that  body.  The  growing 
infirmities  of  age  had  gradually  withdrawn  Mr. 
Anthony  from  active  pursuits,  and  for  two  years 
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previous  to  his  death  he  was  rarely  seen  on  the 
streets  of  Providence.” 

Hon.  Alfred  Anthony  married  Phebe  Salisbury, 
of  Olneyville,  and  they  became  the  jiarents  of  the 
following  children:  Luceanna,  born  in  May,  1831, 
married  (first)  Samuel  G.  Brayton,  and  had 
one  son,  Lloyd  Anthony,  and  she  married  (second) 
Rev.  Delaney  G.  Rice,  an  Episcopal  clergyman, 
and  Rector  Emeritus  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Olneyville;  Henry  Mark,  born  in  March,  1841; 
Sarah  Ery ; and  Mary  Hawkins,  born  Dec.  6,  1846, 
married  Cornelius  Sweetland,  and  had  children, 
Louise  A.  and  Harold  Anthony. 


Brayton.  Samuel  G.  Brayton  was  descended 
from  Erancis  Brayton,  as  follows: 

(I)  Francis  Brayton,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  born 
in  1612,  died  in  1699.  He  married  Mary,  who 
died  about  1692,  and  they  had  children : Francis, 
who  married  March  18,  1671,  Alary  Fisk,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mary,  and  died'  Jan.  3,  1718; 
Alary,  who  married  Joseph  Davol,  son  of  William, 
and  he  died  in  1716;  Stephen,  of  Portsmouth  and 
Newport,  who  married,  Alarch  8,  1679,  Ann  Tail- 
man,  and  died  before  April,  1692 ; Alartha,  who 
married  John  Pearce,  son  of  John  and  Mary; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Jared  Bourn,  son  of  Jared 
and  Frances,  and  both  died  in  1718;  and  Sarah, 
who  married  Thomas  Gatchell. 

(H)  Stephen  Brayton,  son  of  Francis  Bray- 
ton, married  March  8,  1679,  Ann  Tallman,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Ann,  and  to  this  union  were 
born : Alary,  married  James  Tallman,  born  Feb. 

12,  1680;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  8,  i68r.  died  Sept. 

6,  1749;  Ann,  born  July  6,  16S3,  died  Aug.  28, 
1749,  married  John  Dennis  (born  Aug.  4,  1682, 
and  died  Aug.  4,  1732),  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
(Howland)  Dennis,  and  their  son  is  buried  in 
Dennis’  lot.  Friends’  cemetery;  Preserved,  of 
Swansea,  born  March  8,  1685,  died  Alay  ii, 
1761,  married  Content  Gardner;  Stephen,  born 
Aug.  2,  1686,  died  Alay  25,  1753.  married  April 
14,  1709,  Patience  Nason,  of  Nantucket;  and 

Israel. 

(HI)  Preserved  Brayton,  of  Swansea,  married 
Content  Gardner,  of  Swansea,  and  had  children : 
John,  born  Feb.  14,  1712;  Stephen,  born  Dec.  24, 
1713,  married  Hannah  Chase,  daughter  of  Eber, 
of  Swansea ; Baulstone  (named  for  Rev.  William 
Baulstone),  of  Smithfield,  born  Alay  ii.  1717; 
Content,  born  April  3,  1724,  married  Captain 

Samuel  Gardiner,  of  Swansea ; Israel,  born  Oct. 

13,  1727,  married  (first)  Ann,  and  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Eaton,  of  Newport ; and  Dana,  born  Feb'.  14. 

1715- 

(IV)  Baulstone  Brayton  married  Alargaret. 
and  had  two  children  : Nathan,  born  in  1755  ; and 
Baulstone,  born  in  1760. 

(V)  Captain  Baulstone  Brayton  married 
Alercy,  and  their  children  were : David,  born  Jan. 


233^^ 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1793;  Nancy,  Oct.  9,  1794;  Daniel,  March  10,  1854,  Amanda  i\l.  Crown,  of  Cumberland  ; 

1797;  and  Lloyd  Bowen,  Aug.  9,  1799.  Samuel  G.  married  Luceanna  Anthony,  daugh- 

(M  ) Lloyd  Bowen  Brayton  married  Elizabeth  ter  of  Alfred  and  Phebe,  and  their  son,  I.loyd  An- 
Xightingale  Greene,  of  Providence,  and  they  had  thony,  married  Rowenna  M'ilkdnson,  daughter  of 
these  children  ; John  M'.,  born  1834,  married  Jan.  22,  Arnold  ^^'ilkinson.  ^ 
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